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willing  to  bow  down  their  servile  necks,  and  elevate  the 
chosen  servant  of  their  imperial  master.  Has  it  come 
to  this:  that,  in  the  lapse  of  little  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury, they  who  resisted  oppression  and  corruption,  and 
their  descendants,  have  sunk>into  a  degradation  too  vile 
Tor  slaves.^  Are  gentlemen  willing  to  allow  this  high 
ooloring  to  remain  upon  our  national  character?  Is  nut 
something  due  to  the  people  themselves,  to  the  cause  of 
liberal  principles?  I  will  not  believe  that  they  for 
whom  this  Government  wu  formed,  and  by  whom  it  is 
iU8t«ined,  are  withdrawing  their  guardianship.  I  will 
not  believe  them.  He  who  has  been  intrusted  with  the 
chief  management  of  their  public  affairs  will  not  be  de- 
serted by  them  so  long  as  he  relies  with  confidence  on 
their  intelligence,  and  makes  the  cynosure  of  his  public 
conduct  the  welfare  of  the  whole  confederacy.  In  this 
will  be  found  a  rule  which  cannot  but  lead  to  success. 
In  this  a  position  perfectly  impregnable  to  any  assault. 

Mr.  JBNIFER  spoke  at  great  length  in  favor  of  the 
original  resolution,  and  in  reply  to  the  remarks  here- 
tofore made  by  Mr.  Haxxk. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  he  took  it  for  granted  that 
those  gentlemen  who  had  made  speeches  in  favor  of  the 
appointment  of  this  committee,  and  those  who  proposed 
it,  were  in  earnest,  and  were  desirous  to  have  it  done 
immediately,  in  order  that  the  work  of  investigation 
might  go  on,  and  something  effectual  might  be  done  be- 
fore the  termination  of  the  session. 

We  shall  talk  (said  Mr.  V.)  to  the  end  of  the  session, 
and  then,  what  would  those  who  originated  the  resolu- 
ticm  say  ?  They  would  say,  you  made  your  long  speech- 
es to  the  end  of  the  session,  and  we  had  no  time  allowed 
us.  For  the  purpose  of  obviating  these  objections,  and 
in  order  to  give  to  the  friends  of  this  investigation  the 
broadest  power  that  they  could  wish,  and  also  for  the 
purpose  of  doing  justice  to  the  administration  party,  and 
of  saving  them  mm  the  imputation  that  would  rest  upon 
them  if  this  inquiry  were  not  allowed,  he  would  move 
the  previous  question. 

After  some  little  conversation  between  Mr.  WISE 
and  Mr.  VANDERPOEL,  the  Utter  gentleman  withdrew 
his  motion,  on  the  pledge  of  the  former  that  he  would 
renew  it. 

Mr.  WISE  then  said  that  the  parliamentary  practice  had 
been  that  the  gentleman  who  had  offered  a  reaolution, 
and  opened  a  debate,  ahould  be  indulged  in  replying  to 
members  who  had  opposed  it,  and  in  concluding  the  de- 
bate. He  had  intended  to  avail  himself  of  this  indul- 
gence, but  now  the  previous  question  was  forced  upon 
the  House.  Now,  it  appeared,  gentlemen  seemed  dis- 
posed to  pass  the  resolution;  to  pass  it,  in  order  to  save 
the  administration  party  from  the  imputation  of  delaying 
action  on  the  resolution  by  debate.  He  would  ask,  how- 
ever, and  he  would  thank  gentlemen  to  answer  htm, 
whether  they  could  now  relieve  themselves  from  this 
odious  imputation— an  imputation  which  they  deserve.  1 
tell  you  and  the  country  (said  Mr.  W.)  that  I  have  been 
askinff  for  this  investigation  for  nearly  two  years.  And 
how  ux  are  we  now  from  the  end  of  the  session?  Within 
six  weeks  of  the  end,  with  all  our  other  duties  to  attend 
to,  and  we  are  told  that  this  is  a  sufiicient  space  of  time  to 
investigate  the  huge,  the  mammoth  operations  of  this  cor- 
rupt and  profligate  administration.  Six  weeks,  sir.  I  have 
been  detained  two  weeks  at  home,  detained  by  the  state 
of  the  weather,  and  I  find,  on  my  return,  that  the  ad- 
ministration has  already  carried  out  their  own  work  for 
me,  by  which  I  am  detained  from  ten  until  nearly  mid- 
night in  wading  through  one  branch  of  thia  investigation. 
Gentlemen  now  propose  to  give  me  this  Herculean 
task.  Gentlemen,  it  is  like  all  yoar  candor,  all  your 
plans,  and  all  your  honesty.  Make  the  most  of  it.  Go, 
with  a  blush  on  your  cheeks,  without  shame  or  confu- 
sion, before  the  people,  and  tell  them  this! 
Vol.  XUI.— 89 


Mr.  Speaker,  the  whole  of  a  short  session  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  investigate  Reuben's  ccmcerns  alone;  the  whole 
of  a  long  session;  the  whole  time  for  which  a  C^nf^ess 
is  elected,  would  not  be  time  enough  to  call  up  all  the 
witnesses  fromthe  extreme  borders  of  this  immense  re- 
public to  testify  against  your  Government-— witnesses 
that  I  know  can  be  brought  up  to  testify  against  you — 
witnesses  wlio  can  change  inquiries  into  specifications, 
and  ean  chanfj^  your  notes  of  triumph  and  your  atrains  of 
eulogy  intp  humble  notes  of  shame  and  looks  of  confu- 
sion. '  ,      • 

Sir,  I  will  say,  for  one,  to  the  gentleman  from  Mew 
York,  [Mr.  Vaitdbbpobl,]  that  it  is  too  late  to  grslnt  the 
investigation  proposed  bv  this  resolution.  It  is  now  the 
17th  day  of  January,  and  more  than  one  half  of  the  aes-* 
aion  is  gone,  necessarily  terminating  on  the  4th  of  March. 
It  is  too  late  for  anv  investigation.  If  any  good  can  be 
done  by  it,  if  any  clews  can  be  afforded  to  the  corrup- 
tions of  the  Government,  they  must  be  afforded  by  the 
indulgence  of  the  freedom  of  debate  on  this  floor.  Will 
you  refuse  that  indulgence?  Will  you  require  that  all 
our  lips  should  be  hermetically  sealed,  now  that'  this 
farce  of  an  investigation  has  been  gotten  up?  Ypp  have 
given  us  one  committee  that  has  no  power  to  investigate 
abnsea.  All  questions  of  corruption  or  no  corruption  are 
limited  and  bound  down  to  facts  that  were  already  notiv 
rioua.  Yet  that  investigation  alone  will  take  all  our  time. 

How  can  I  or  my  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Psttoh] 
attend  to  both  these  committees'  We  are  held  up  aa 
persecutors;  we  are  no  persecutors,  but  we  are  placed 
in  thIa  odious  light  in  relation  to  these  chargea  against 
the  Government.  If  gentlemen  intend  to  hold  us  re- 
sponsible fur  a  failure,  give  us  time,  means,  and  oppor* 
tunity,  and  do  not  drive  us  into  the  space  of  a  moment, 
and  contract  us  into  the  compass  of  a  nut-shell.  Bind  a 
man  hand  and  foot,  and  then  tell  him  to  arise  and  walk! 
Tie  him  fast  with  your  power,  and  then  tell  him  to  war 
against  a  giant !  Is  this  your  j  ustice  ?  *  It  is  your  justice ! 
Heaven  defend  me  from  such  justice!  Heaven  defend" 
the  country  from  auch  guardians  as  these!  Sir,  I  have 
witnessed  enough  within  the  last  twenty-four  hours  to 
make  me  feel  that  the  country  has  no  guardiana. 

I  now  renew  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  for  the  previous  question. 

And  the  House  seconded  the  call:  Yeaa  94,  nays  51. 

Mr.  MORGAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  taking  the  main  question;  which  were  order- 
ed, and,  being  taken,  were:  Yeas  121,  nays  52. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  question 
should  now  be  put. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  concurring  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  ion 
the  original  resolution  of  Mr.  Wisx,  reported  therefrom, 
was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  16^,- 
nays  9,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Anthony,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Bean,  Black,  Bond,  Bouldin, 
Bovee,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bur.cb,  Burns, 
Bynum,  John  Cslboon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambrel- 
eng,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  John  Chambers,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Clai- 
borne, Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crane,  Cushing, 
Darlington,  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Double- 
day,  Dunlap,  Elmore,  Evans,  Farlin,  Forester,  Fowler, 
French,  Fry,  James  Garland,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Gra- 
ham, Granger,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hardin, 
Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynef,  Ilazehine, 
Hiester,  Hoar,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  How- 
ell, Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham, 
Janes,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  J.  Johnson,  R.  M.  Johnson,  C. 
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Johnson,  II.  Juhnson,  J.'  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones, 
KlingensmUh,  Lane,  Laporte,  I^wler,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
Joshua  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lincoln, 
Lofran,  T.oyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann, 
Martin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McCarty,  McComas 
McKay,  McKennan,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer,  Mil- 
ligan,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Owens,  Page, 
Parker,  Patterson,  Pattnn,  Pearson,  Peltigrew,  Peyton, 
Phillips,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Keed,  Kencher,  John 
Reynolds,  Richardson,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Russell,  Au- 
gastine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Slade, 
fipangler,  Standefer,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  John 
Thomson,  Toucey,  Turner,  Underwood,  Vanderpoel, 
Vinton,  Ward,  Washington,  Webster,  Weeks,  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams, 
Wise,  Yell,  Young— 165. 

Nats— Messrs.  Ash,  Cushman, Fuller,  Lansing,  Paiks, 
Schenck,  Taylor,  Turrill,  Wardwell— 9. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Wi:ijyK5i>AT,  Jakuaut  18. 
ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  HAWES  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Besoived,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolutions, 
propositions,  or  papers,  relating  in  any  way,  or  to  any 
extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery,  shall,  without  being  either  printed  or 
referred,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  that  no  action 
whatever  shall  be  had  thereon. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  thought  it  was  time  that  the  House 
should  adopt  a  resolution  of  this  character,  with  a  view 
to  put  an  end  to  discussions  which  had  occupied  so  much 
.  of  its  time  on  the  subject  of  abolition  of  slavery.  He 
wished.to  have  no  debate;  he  thought  there  had  already 
been  enough.  To  test  the  sense  of  the  House,  be  called 
for  the  previous  question  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  objected  to  the  reception  of 
the  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  State  of  Kentucky  had  been 
called  in  its  regular  order  for  resolutions,  and  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  could  not  therefore  be 
entertained. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected  to  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution at  this  time. 

Some  desultory  conversation  ensued  on  the  point  of 
order,  in  which  Messrs.  ADAMS  and  MKRCfiU  partici- 
pated, when  the  Speaker  decided  that  the  question 
*<  Shall  the  resolution  be  now  considered?'*  should  be 
first  entertained. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of   consideration;   which    were  ordered,  and 
»  were:  Yeas  115,  nays  57. 

*     So  the  House  determined  that  the  resolution  bhould  be 
now  considered. 

Mr.  HAWES  inquired  if  his  motion  for  the  previous 
question  was  now  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  supposed  that  motion  stood 
first  in  order,  but  the  gentleman  could  renew  it. 

Mr.  HAWES  thereupon  renewed  his  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

And  the  House  seconded  the  call:  Yeas  104,  nays  42. 

Mr.  EVANS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques-. 
tionof  taking  the  main  question;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  moved  a  call  of  the  House;  which 
motion  was  lost. 

And  the  question  on  taking  the  main  question  wss 
then  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  127, 
nays  66. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  question  should 
now  be  taken. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  said  that,  notwithstanding  the  vote 


just  taken,  he  was  desirous  of  having  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  main  question.  He  therefore  asked  for  them, 
and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House;  and  the  main 
question,  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  was 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  129, 
nays  69. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

CRIMES  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  following  message,  in  writing,  was  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  his 
private  secretary,  AHnnaw  Jacksoh,  Esq. 
7b  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Sm:  I  hereby  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives certain  communications  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  Attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

They  relate  to  the  difficulties  which  have  been  inter- 
posed, under  the  existing  lawp,  in  bringing  to  conviction 
and  punishment  the  supposed  incendiaries  of  the  Treas- 
ury buildings  in  the  year  1833. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  case,  so  long  con- 
cealed, and  of  the  flagrant  frauds  by  persons  disconnect- 
ed with  the  Government,  which  were  still  longer  con- 
cealed, and  to  screen  »ome  of  which  forever  was  prob- 
ably a  principal  inducement  to  the  burning  of  the  build- 
ings, lead  me  earnestly  to  recommend  a  revision  of  the 
laws  on  this  subject.  I  do  this  with  a  wish  not  only  to 
render  the  punishment  hereafter  more  severe  for  the 
wanton  destruction  of  thepublic  property,  but  to  repeal 
entirely  the  statute  of  limitation  in  all  criminal  cases  ex- 
cept small  misdemeanorn,  and  in  no  event  to  allow  a 
party  to  avail  himself  of  its  benefits  during  the  period  the 
commission  of  the  crime  was  kept  concealed,  or  the 
persons  on  trial  were  not  suspected  of  having  perpetrated 
the  offence. 

It  must  be  manifest  to  Congress  that  the  exposed  state 
of  the  public  records  here,  without  fire-proof  buildings, 
imperatively  requires  the  most  ample  remedies  for  their 
protection,  and  the  greatest  vigilance  and  fidelity  in  all 
officers,  whether  executive  or  judicial,  in  bringhig  to 
condign  punishment  the  real  offenders. 

Without  these,  the  public  property  is  in  that  dep16- 
rab'e  situation  which  depends  quite  as  much  on  accident 
and  good  fortune  as  the  laws  for  safety. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

January  17,  1837. 

Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

WABHiNOToir,  December  27 f  1836. 

Sir:  According  to  the  request  in  your  letter  of  this 
dsy,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  by  the 
court  to  the  jury,  on  the  act  of  1790,  on  the  trial  of 
Richard  H.  White. 

1  understand  that  the  only  juror  who  held  out  for  ac- 
quitting the  prisoner  was  satisfied  of  his  guilt,  but  re- 
fused to  find  him  guilty  on  the  ground  of  this  instruction 
as  to  the  limitations.  It  is  certainly  highly  necessary 
that  the  law  should  be  so  amended  as  to  prevent  the  bar 
of  the  statute  from  operating  in  cases  where  the  proper 
officers  of  Government  did  not  know,  and  could  not  by 
due  diligence  have  known,  by  whom  the  ofTences  were 
committed.  One  or  two  cases  similar  to  the  present 
have  occurred  heretofore  in  the  circuit  court,  in  which 
this  defence  has  been  sustained. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  S.  KEY,  U,  S.  AtCy  D.  C. 

The  message,  having  been  read,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
THOMAS,  referred,  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PAY  AND  MILEAGE. 

The  **  bill  to  establish  a  more  uniform  rule  of  compu- 
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ling  the  mileag'e  and  per  diem  compensation  of  members 
of  Congress"  coming  up  in  its  order- 
Mr.  VANDEUFOEL  said  that  he  would  move  its 
postponement  until  to-morrow,  with  a  view,  if  possible, 
of  reaching  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  Michi- 
g-an  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  CAMBRI^LENG  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  order 
to  call  for  the  previous  qtiestion. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  called  fur  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  moved  to  Uy  the  bill  on  the  table, 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  members  an  opportunity  at 
^  a  future  day  of  proposing  amendments.  [This  motion 
was  entitled  to  priority.] 

Mr.  CRAIG  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  last- 
named  motion^  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  11, 
nays  192. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  call  for  the  previous 
question;  which  was  seconded  by  the  House:  Yeas  78, 
Dsys  63. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  taking  the  main  question^  but  they  were  not 
ordered. 

And  the  question  on  taking  the  main  question  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  112,  nays  not  counted. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  question  should 
BOW  be  put. 

Mr.  Hi  ESTER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
iMin  question;  which  were  ordered. 

The  main  question  was  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill 
in  the  following  form: 

A  bill  to  establish  a  more  uniform  rule  of  computing  the 

mileage  and   per   diem  compensation  of  members  of 

Congress. 

Be  ii  enacted,  £ffc..  That  there  shall  be  appointed,  at 
the  commencement  of  each  session  of  Congress,  a  joint 
select  committee  of  three  members  front  each  House, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be,  within  the  first  thirty  days  of  the 
session,  to  ascertain,  by  information  from  each  member 
or  delegate,  the  exact  distance,  by  the  nearest  principal 
mail  route  by  land,  from  the  seat  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  the  residence  of  the  said  member  or  delegate; 
and  the  said  committee  shall  immediately  make  a  report 
thereof  to  their  respective  Houses,  upon  which  report 
the  mileage  of  each  member  or  delegate  shall  be  com- 
puted. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  no  member  or 
^  delegate  shall  receive  any  per  diem  compensation  for 
any  days  during  which  he  may  be  absent  froc  the  seat  of 
the  Frderal  Government  while  the  House  to  which  he 
belongs  shall  be  in  session,  except  such  absence  be  by 
leave  or  authority  of  the  House,  or  on  buiUness  of  the 
House  of  which  he  is  a  member,  or  occasioned  by  sick- 
ness; and  upon  the  final  settlement  of  his  account,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  each  member  or  delegate  to  certify 
the  number  of  days  he  may  be  thus  absent;  which  ac- 
count, so  certified,  shall  be  published  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  under  tU^direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  question  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  was  taken, 
and  carried:  Yeas  187,  nays  16. 

So  the. bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading;  and  the  question  being  when  the  bill  should  be 
read, 

Mr.  HA  WES  moved  it  have  its  third  reading  now. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said  he  hoped  not.  He  thought 
the  House  had  done  injury  enough  for  one  dsy;  for  they 
had  ordered  to  a  third  reading  one  of  the  most  crude  and 
ill-digeste(|  bills  ever  brought  before  that  House;  a  bill 
containing  more  imperfections  and  doing  more  injustice 


than  any  they  had  ever  acted  on.     He  moved  that  the 
House  adjourn;  which  ikiotion  was  rejected. 
And  the  bill  WHs  ordered  to  a  third  reading  now. 

ADMISSION  OF  MICHIGAN. 

The  House  took  up  the  ^ill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  admit  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States;''  the 
question  being  on  its  commitment  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  that  much  injustice  had  been  done 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Michigan,  by  keeping  them  out  of  [ 
the  Union,  and  by  denying  them  the  right  to  participate  . 
in  the  legislation  of  the  country.  After  the  great  del%y 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  acticm  of  Congress  on  the 
subject,  he  hoped  that  th^  House  would  adopt  that 
mode  of  action  now  which  would  expedite  a  decision; 
that  was,  to  keep  the  bill  within  the  control  of  a  majori- 
ty of  the  House.  In  the  House  the  previous  question 
cou|d  be  called;  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  that  privi- 
lege was  taken  away.  In  the  present  instance  the  House 
ought  to  be  reasonably  indulgent  in  debate;  and  Mr« 
T.  had  no  doubt  that,  so  long  as  gentlemen  confined 
themselves  strictly  to  the  merits  of  the  bill,  every  lati- 
tude would  be  extended  to  them.  But  if  a  disposition 
should  be  manifested  to  diverge  from  the  true  question 
before  the  House,  and  to  take  up  time  on  mere  party 
considerations,  the  debate  ought  to  be  closed,  and  he 
hoped,  in  justice  to  the  people  of  Michigan,  would  be 
closed. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee to  which  this  subject  had  been  referred  at  the 
present  and  last  session  of  Congress,  and  he  had  been 
constrained  to  differ  from  the  majority  of  both  these  com- 
mittees on  this  subject.  He  had  never  explained  the 
reasons  which  induced  him  to  differ  from  them.  He  did 
not  care  whether  the  bill  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  or  not,  pro- 
vided a  fair  opportunity  was  given  to  gentlemen  wishing 
to  express  their  views.  He  would  inquire  who  was  to 
be  the  judge  whether  a  member  was  confining  himself  to 
the  subject  or  not?  He  hoped  that,  if  the  bill  was  not 
committed,  the  few  remarks  he  had  to  make  on  one  sub- 
ject would  be  heard  with  patience;  and  that  was,  the 
spirit  of  mobocracy  and  the  revolutionary  movements 
which  had  characteriitfd  the  proceedings  in  relation  to 
the  admission  of  Michigan,  to  which  he  wished  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House,  and  against  which  he  intend- 
ed to  enter  his  protest. 

Mr.  JENIFER  raised  the  question  whether  the  bill 
must  not  necessarily  be  committed;  and,  after  a  few 
remarks  thereon  by  Mr.  BRIGGS, 

The  SPEAKER  expressed  his  adherence  to  his  de- 
cision made  the  other  day,  that  the  bill,  inasmuch  as  it 
contained  no  appropriation,  need  not  be  committed. 

Mr.  HEED  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
tion of  commitment;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PATTON  urged  the  propriety  of  commitment. 
There  was  not  an  instance  of  a  State  having  been  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  without  the  bill  which  provided  for 
its  admission  having  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  And,  if  the  bill 
were  committed,  the  majority  could  at  any  time  dis- 
charge the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  considera- 
tion of  it. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said  that  if  this  were  a  new 
question,  which  had  not  been  discussed,  and  the  merits 
of  which  were  not  thoroughly  understood,  it  would  be 
well  to  go  into  committee;  but  every  member  of  the 
House  was  master  of  the  subject.  He  thought  that  com- 
mitment was  unnecessary,  and  that  the  House  ought  not 
to  delay  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union  un- 
necessarily.    He  believed  that  action  on  the  bill  had 
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been  already  delayed  too  lonjj^.  He  reminded  the  ren- 
tteman  From  Virginia  [Mr.  Pattoh]  that  the  received 
notion  in  the  House  was,  that  a  majority  could  not  dis- 
charge a  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  considera- 
tion of  a  bill,  so  long  as  an  amendment  was  pending. 

Mr.  PAT  rON  inquired  if  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
could  not  be  instructed  to  report  the  bill  forthwith  to 
tire  Houxe»  without  amendment. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said  that  a  bill  could  not  be  ta- 
ken out  of  committee  in  the  midst  of  a  gentleman's 
'i^eech;  and  suppose  a  gentleman  bad  the  floor,  and 
'chose  to  speak  two  or  three  days,  there  was  no  power 
to  interfere  with  him. 

Mr.  STORBR  insisted  that,  under  a  fair  construction 
of  the  rule  of'the  House,  the  bill  required  commitment. 

And  the  question  oh  the  commitment  was  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  86,  nays  110. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  bill  should  not  be 
committed. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  that,  if  it  was  the  sense  of  the 
House,  he  was  prepared  now  to  submit  his  remarks;  but 
if  the  House  preferred  an  adjournment,  he  was  perfectly 
willing.  With  a  view  to  test  that  question,  he  moved 
that  the  House  adjourn;  which  motion  prevailed;  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

Thcksdat,  Javuakt  19. 
POST  OFFICE  BUILDING. 

Mr.  HARLAN  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Hesoloai,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  insurance  and  protection 
from  accidents,  by  fire  or  otherwise,  the  building  lately 
leased  by  the  Postmaster  General  from  B.  O.  Tayloe,  for 
the  use  of  the  Post  Office  Department;  and  that  said 
committee  ascertain  and  report  to  this  House  the  terms 
«nd  conditions  of  the  lease  entered  into  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Tretsury  for  the  buildings  rented  by  him,  refer- 
red to»  and  made  a  part  of  the  agreement  between  the 
Postmaster  General  and  said  Tayloe. 

Mr.  HARLAN  said  that,  by  referring  to  the  contract 
made  by  the  Postmaster  General  for  the  building  alluded 
to,  it  seemed  to  him,  and  he  submitted  it  to  the  consid- 
eration of  other  gentlemen,  whether,  if  this  contract  was 
binding  on  the  Government,  it  Would  not  become  the 
insurer  of  the  buildings.  By  the  stipulations  of  that 
contract,  the  head  of  the  Post  Office  Department  bound 
himself  to  return  the  building  in  good  condition;  and  he 
took  it,  if  the  building  was  destroyed  by  fire,  the  Gov- 
ernment would  be  bound  to  rebuild  it.  He  thought, 
then,  that  Congress  ought  to  make  some  provision  for 
having  this  building  insured,  so  as  to  exonerate  the  Gov- 
ernment froiti  the  risk  incurred  by  the  terms  of  this 
contract.  He  did  not  pretend  to  say  whether  the  con- 
tract wu  binding  on  the  Government  or  not;  it  was  very 
certain  there  was  no  authority  given  to  make  the  con- 
tracti  but  he  supposed,  from  the  emergency  of  the  case, 
that  the  Government  would  recognise  it,  and  fulfil  its 
stipulations.  He  was  also  desirous  of  ascertaining  from 
the  Postmaster  General  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the 
contract  entered  into  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  a  part  of  thia  building;  because  it  appeared  that  the 
Secretary  had  contracted  for  all  the  back  buildings,  sta- 
bles, &c.  And,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  this  in- 
formation, he  proposed  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roada. 

Mr.  CONNOR  suggested  that  the  (gentleman  might 
obtain  his  object  more  directly  by  making  calls  on  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  HARLAN  observed  that  he  was  induced  to  refer 
the  subject  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  because  the  chairman  of  that  committee 


had,  on  hia  own  motion,  referred  the  subject  of  investi- 
gation into  the  causes  of  the  destruction  of  the  Post 
Office  building  to  his  own  committee.  As  the  gentle- 
man had  taken  charge  of  that  aubject,  Mr.  H.  waa  dis- 
posed to  give  him  thia  also;  and  he  might  ascertain  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  real  character  of  the 
lease,  and  lay  it  before  the  House. 

Mr.  CONNOR  said,  in  relation  to  offering  the  resoltt- 
tion  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman,  he  had  only  to  say 
that,  after  a  consultation  in  the  committee  room,  it  waa 
concluded  that  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Poat  Roads  was  the  most  appropriate  committee  to 
which  to  refer  the  subject  of  the  investigation  into  the 
causes  of  the  destruction  of  the  Post  Office  building; 
and  he  was  instructed  to  introduce  the  resolution,  and 
introduced  it  under  those  instructions.  Had  it  not  been 
for  this,  certainly  he  should  not  have  been  desirous  of 
bringing  upon  himself  the  arduous  duty  connected  with 
this  investigation. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted:  Yeu  77,  nays  not 
counted. 

MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resoloedt  That  the  Sergeant-at-arms  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House  a  statement  showing  the  mileage 
claimed  and  sums  paid  therefor  to  membera  of  this 
House  and  delegates  from  the  Territories,  respectively, 
during  the  last  and  present  session  of  Congress;  and 
also  a  similar  statement  in  relation  to  the  Senators  in  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  BOON  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by  stri- 
king out  all  that  portion  which  related  to  the  Senate. 

Some  debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  BOON,  UN- 
DERWOOD, HARDIN,  W.  THOMPSON, and  CRAIG, 
participated. 

When  Mr.  BOON  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  CRAIG  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion; which  were  ordered. 

And,  pending  this  question,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  A.  MANN,  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

ADMISSION  OP  MICHIGAN. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  Into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States;  the  pend- 
ing question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr  .'THOMAS  addressed  the  House  at  great  length 
in  favor  of  The  bill,  contending  that  Michigan  had  com- 
plied with  all  the  conditions  which,  by  the  act  of  last 
session,  were  made  indispensable  prerequisites  to  her 
admission  into  the  Union;  and  that  the  proceedings  of 
the  second  convention  were  the  clearly  expressed  views 
of  the  majority  of  the  people  of  that  State. 

Mr.  HARDIN  replied  at  great^length,  insiating  that 
the  movements  in  the  second  convention  were  revolu- 
tionary in  their  character  and  tendency;  that,  under  the 
proceedings  of  that  convention,  Michigan  could  not,  con- 
stitutionally, be  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  that  she 
should  not  be  admitted  until  a  convention,  held  by  State 
authority,  had  acceded  to  the  terms  which  Congress  had 
presented. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved 
that  the  House  adjourn;  but  withdrew  the  motion,  and, 
on  the  suggestion  of  Ms.  THOMAS,  moved  that  the 
bill  be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  motion. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  that  the  House  adjourn;  which 
motion  prevailed;  and 

The  House  adjourned. 
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Fbidat,  Jaituabt  30. 
MILEAGE  4>F  MEMBERS. 

The  House  tben  took  up  the  following  resolution,  sub* 
mitted  on  a  former  day  by  Mr.  Uvdkbwood: 

"  Besolved,  That  the  Sergeant-at-arms  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House  a  statement  showing  the  mileage 
claimed  and  the  sums  paid  therefor  to  the  members  of 
this  House  and  the  delegfates  from  the  Territories,  respect- 
ively, during  the  last  and  present  session  of  Congress; 
and  that  he  also  procure  ana  lay  before  this  House  a  sim- 
ilar statement  in  regard  to  the  Senators  in  Congress." 

Mr.  Booir  had  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  resolution 
that  part  relating  to  the  mileage  of  the  Senators  of  the 
United  States. 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  M^  Booir  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table;  and  on  this  motion  Mr. 
Cbaio  had  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or- 
dered. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative: Yeas  40,  nays  126.  And  the  question  recurring 
upon  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Book,  it  was  rejected: 
Yeas  58,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  ADAMS  thought  that  the  greatest  respect  was 
due  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States;  he  would  sug- 
gest, therefore,  that  the  Clerk  of  the  House  was  a  more 
appropriate  officer  to  procure  this  information  than  the 
Sergean  t-at-arms. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  thereupon  modified  his  resolu- 
ti(Ai  by  inserting  the  word  "  Clerk,"  instead  of  **  Ser- 
gean  t-at-arms." 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  sent  the  following 
amendment  to  the  Chair: 

'<  jSnd  be  it  furiher  resolved^  That  a  select  committee 
of  five  be  appointed,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  to  inquire  into  and  report  to  this  House  what 
deduction,  if  any,  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  made  in  their  accounts  for  per  diem  com- 
pensation when  absent  in  attendance  on  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  or  on  the  courts  of  sdjacent 
States,  or  on  their  own  private  business  elsewhere." 

Before  the  question  was  put,  Mr.  CLAIBORNE  said 
that,  personally,  he  cared  nothing  for  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution  submitted  by  4he  gentleman  from  Kentuc- 
ky, [Mr.  UvDBBwooD.]  lie  wss  as  able  to  bear  its 
pressure  u  any  other  man;  but  he  protested  against  the 
imputation  which  it  seemed  to  cast  upon  many  members 
of  this  body.  Sir,  I  charge  my  mileage  by  the  river 
route,  as  being  the  way  usually  travelled  to  the  seat  of 
Government,  upon  a  principle  sanctioned  by  a  distin- 
guished gentleman,  (Mr.  Clay,)  when  he  occupied  that 
ehair,  and  by  every  Speaker  who  has  succeeded  biro. 
When  my  deceased  colleague  (General  Dickson)  and 
myself  arrived  here  Ust  winter,  we  were  ignorant  c)f  the 
rule.  He  inquired,  looked  at  the  record,  and  found 
that  our  predecessors  had  charged  by  the  river  route— 
the  only  one  ever  travelled;  that  the  members  from  Lou- 
isiana and  other  States  had  adopted  the  same  practice 
for  years;  that  it  was  sustained  here  by  official  decisions, 
and  we  charged  accordingly. 

Sir,  for  our  pri rations,  fatigue,  and  exposure,  on  our' 
wsy  hither,  no  money  can  compensate  us.  We  were 
ice-bound  in  the  Ohio  for  days,  and  detained  week  after 
week  for  want  of  a  cont eyance.  My  colleague  sunk 
under  its  effects,  and  I  have  never  recovered  from  it. 
Sir,  print  these  fiicts  in  your  resolutions;  publish  them 
in  Roman  capitals,  and  send  an  electioneering  handbill  to 
every  plantation  in  Mississippi.  Tell  my  eonstituents 
that  you,  who  refused  time  after  time  to  grant  them  re- 
lief—to give  them  the  poor  privilege  of  pre-emption  to 
purchase  their  hard-earned  homes;  that  you,  who  have 
monopolised  all  the  public  treasure;  that  you,  who  tax 
our  labor  and  industry  with  a  high  tariff,  and  tben  dis- 


tribute out  the  proceeds  by  millions  to  yourselves,  and  a 
few  pitiful  thousands  to  us;  that  you  believe  that  their 
representatives  are  paid  too  much  for  travelling  to  the 
seat  of  Government!  Sir,  do  you  think  they  will  dis- 
turb the  honored  ashes  of  the  dead,  to  pronounce  a  ver- 
dict against  him?  If  my  colleague  lived,  if  he  could  be 
revived,  to  reoccupy  that  still  vacant  seat,  he  would  re- 
buke you  in  language  that  I  cannot  imitate.  Thank 
God,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  represent  a  liberal  and  a  generous 
people;  none  of  your  superannuated  districts,  where  eve- 
ry thing  is  in  its  dotage;  where  you  gloat  upon  a  dollar, 
and  starve  upon  the  memory  of  a  prosperity  that  is  past. 
We  hsve  no  lordly  proprietors  and  fawning  vassals 
among  us;  no  miserable,  half-fed  wretches  mourning 
over  the  vestiges  of  colonial  affluence  and  bondage. 
Ours  is  a  young  and  thriving  country;  mine  a  people  lib- 
eral to  a  fault,  prodigal  in  their  benevolence,  and  who 
will  never  stoop  to  inquire  whether  their  representstives 
are  psid  one  hundred  or  one  thousand  dollars.  Sir,  we 
make  no  money  here;  not  one  man  from  the  planting 
States  carries  home  with  him  a  cent.  We  do  not  come 
here  to  hoard  up  fortunes  and  save  picayunes. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  people  of  the  South  are  a  travelling 
people.  Your  public  places,  from  Virginia  to  Saratoga, 
are  crowded  with  the  citizens  of  Mississippi  snd  Louisi- 
ana every  season;  and  out  of  ten  thousand  who  leave 
home,  probably  not  one  hundred  travel  by  land.  Our 
roads,  in  fact,  in  the  winter  and  spring,  are  impassable. 
We  have  no  stages  there;  and  I  myself  was  twelve  hours 
travelling  twenty  miles  on  horseback,  on  my  way  last 
year  to  this  city— such  was  the  condition  of  our  roads. 

Sir,  I  repeat  it,  the  passage  of  this  resolution  would 
not  affect  me  personally;  but  I  protest  against  its  in- 
jurious operation  upon  others  in  the  distant  States.  It 
wobld  completely  chanf^e  the  representation  in  this 
House.  It  would  cut  oflfand  exclude  every  man  in  mod- 
erate circumsUnces  in  the  States  to  which  I  refer. 
Many  of  our  public  men  are  poor.  The  public  men  in 
the  old  States  are,  generally,  men  of  fortune,  and  able 
to  live  here  upon  their  own  incomes.  But  we  have  no 
family  influence  in  the  new  States;  no  hereditary  repre* 
sentation;  no  descent  of  office  from  one  generation  to 
another;  and  the  msjority  of  our  legislators,  here  and  at 
home,  are  young  men,  without  fortunes,  who  have  risen 
by  their  own  exertions.  Sir,  I  will  vote  fur  no  measure 
that  will  have  the  most  remote  tendency  to  check  the 
aspirations  or  cripple  the  energies  of  those  who  have  no 
fortune  to  depend  upon.  I  will  not  consent  to  create  an 
aristocracy  here,  or  to  fill  this  hall  exclusively  with  rich 
manufiicturers  or  purse-proud  nabobs.  Let  it  remain  in 
the  power  of  all  to  come  here,  who  have  the  industry, 
or  the  talent,  or  the  merit,  to  win  their  way,  whether 
they  be  rich  or  poor. 

In  relation  to  the  amendment,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  right 
that  I  should  say  it  is  aimed  at  no  particular  individual. 
I  have  lieard  much,  but  my  curiosity  has  never  led  me 
to  inquire  after  names.  1  would  scorn  to  examine  the 
accounts  of  gentlemen;  that  I  leave  to  those  who  choose 
to  do  so,  and  believe  it  is  their  duty.  I  will  never  at- 
tempt to  win  my  way  to  fame  or  popularity  by  any  le- 
gislation intended  to  injure  others.  But  while  I  intend 
nothing  personal,  I  must  insist  upon  the  equity  of  the  in- 
vestigation proposed  in  my  amendment*  It  is  notorious 
thst  gentlemen  in  both  branches  of  Congress  do  absent 
themselves  without  leave,  for  days  and  weeks.  They 
go  to  Philadelphia,  New  Jersey,  Msryland,  Virginia,  and 
elsewhere,  to  attend  the  courts.  Whst  deductions  have 
been  made  in  their  accounts?  They  attend  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  this  city.  Yes,  »ir!  the  very  men  who 
are  voting  for  this  ad  eaptandum,  this  popularity-hunting 
resolution,  go  there  day  after  day  upon  professional  busi- 
ness. Sir,  do  we  go  there?  Do  we  pocket  Isrge  fees 
for  court  services,  when  we  are  sent  here  to  serve  the 
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people.^  No,  sir,  not  a  man  of  us.  Not  one  that  this 
resolution  is  intended  to  prostrate  ever  leaves  bis  seat 
here  to  receive  fees  in  the  courts  of  law;  we  leave  thtt 
to  those  distinguished  n^ntlemen  who  are  so  mtich  alarm- 
ed about  this  miserable  mileag^.  While  they  are  ma- 
king thousands  out  of  this  House,  or  feasting  at  some 
splendid  mansion,  we  are  industriously — perhaps  un- 
profitably— attending  to  our  duties  here.  Sir,  we  will 
not  shrink  from  this  investigation|»we  challenge  it;  let 
us  have  the  ayes  and  noes  on  my  amendment,  and  on 
another  to  be  proposed  by  my  friend  from  Arkansas, 
[Mr.  Yell]  In  tKc  vernacular  tongue  of  the  West, 
**give  us  a  fair  shake,"  and  we  will  balance  accounts 
with  you.  We  will  leave  it  to  the  people  to  decide  who 
are  most  cenRurable— the  members  from  the  new  States 
who  charge  by  the  route  thst  every  one  travels — by  the 
only  route  thst  can  be  travelled — who  charge  according 
to  immemoral  usage,  and  by  the  official  sanction  of  oflli- 
cers  acting  under  oath — or  those  who  leave  this  House, 
day  after  day,  and  the  service  of  their  constituents,  to 
practice  law  for  extravagant  fees. 

Mr.  YELL  sent  the  fuHowing  amendment  to  the 
Chair: 

«<  And  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  ezpedien&y  of  providing  by  law  for  reducing 
the  compensation  allowed  to  members  of  Congress  to 
8':x  dollars  per  diem;  and  also  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  the  rcinoval  of  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  some  point  on  the  Ohio  or 
Mississippi  river,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January, 
1840." 

Mr.  YELL  took  the  floor,  and  said  that  it  was  obvious 
that  the  original  resolution  was  intended  to  throw  cen- 
sure upon  the  members  coming  from  the  distant  West, 
although  it  has  not  the  boldness,  the  candor,  the  manli- 
ness, to  avow  such  intention.  Ftir  one,  he  was  willing 
to  admit  that  he  charged  by  the  river  route,  under  the 
authority  of  a  distinguished  predecessor  (Mr.  Clay)  of 
yours,  Mr.  Speaker,  under  your  authority,  and  that  of 
your  predecessor,  and  under  the  example  of  a  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Sevier)  as  scrupulous,  as  honest,  and  as  hon- 
orable, as  any  one  on  this  floor,  however  immaculate 
they  may  wish  to  appear.  lie  charged  only  for  the  dis- 
tance he  travelled,  and  that  distance  was  accurately  es- 
timated, nut  mere  guess  work.  Sir,  let  gentlemen  look 
at  home;  Itt  them  pluck  the  mote  out  of  their  own  eye; 
let  them  cut  down  their  own  compensation  to  six  dollars 
per  day;  and  then  attend  to  the  duties  of  the  House  in- 
stead of  travelling  c»iT  during  the  continuance  of  the  ses- 
sion, to  practice  law,  or  riot  in  luxury  on  their  splendid 
estates.  He  was  disposed  to  test  the  sincerity  of  gen- 
tlemen. Let  them  stand  up  before  the  country,  and 
vote  for  his  amendment,  and  for  the  salutary  proposition 
subniitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  whose  ad- 
dress has  just  produced  so  much  sensation  in  the  House. 
Let  there  be  no  skulking,  but  give  us  an  unequivocal 
vote  by  syes  and  noes. 

Sir,  why  is  this  war  upon  the  West'  What  new  po- 
litical evolution  is  to  be  made?  Who  does  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  propose  to  affect'  It  is  str^tnge, 
sir,  very  strange,  that  this  proposition  should  ema- 
nate from  a  party  opposed  heretofore  to  retrenchment 
and  an  economical  adminislratioq  of  the  Government;  a 
party  that  had  endeavored  to  thwart  General  Jackson's 
administration,  from  its  very  organization,  in  all  its  salu- 
tary measures;  a  party  that  relies  upon  latiludinarian 
constructions  alone  to  justify  their  extraordinary  as- 
sumptions when  in  power.  S>r,  this  their  veil  of  gossa- 
mer will  be  stripped  away,  and  the  people  of  the  West 
will  see  in  it  only  an  ifinia  faiutts,  an  artifice  to  gull  and 
delude  them.  If  they  were  sincere,  let  them  vote  for  the 
proposition  of  his  friend  from  Mississippi;  let  them 
vote  for  the  amendment  now  submitted  by  himself;  kt 


them  say  whether  they  will  favor  the  removal  of  the 
seat  of  Government  from  a  lateral  to  a  central  position; 
from  a  poor,  exposed,  worn-out  country,  to  a  point 
central  to  the  great  interests  of  this  Union;  in  the 
midst  of  a  wealthy  and  improving  region,  surrounded  by 
a  population  as  brave,  as  patriotic,  as  any  in  the  universe. 

Mr.  Y.  addressed  the    House  at  length,  and    con- 
cluded by  urging  the  adoption  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.   UNDERWOOD  observed  that   the    gentleman 
from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Yell]  had  not  been  here  at  the  last 
session,  or  he  would  have  seen  that  he  (Mr.  U.)  had 
not  moved  in  this  subject  with  a  disposition  to  criminate 
any  of  his  brother  members  of  the  House;  but  that  he 
had  done  so  with  the  full  conviction  that  some  legisla- 
tion was  necessary.     The  ketn  perspicuity  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Arkansas  seemed  to  discover  that  Mr.  U. 
intended  to  cast  reflections  and  offer  an  insult  to  those 
persons  v^ho  had  charged  by  the  river  route.     Mr.  U. 
would  assure  the  gentleman  that  he  meant  oo  such 
thing;  but  had  only  honesl!>  endeavored  to  bring  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House  and  the  country  what  he 
believed  to  be  an  existing  evil,  and  one,  too,  which  he 
considered  it  his  duty  to  endeavor  to  correct.     It  was  a 
notorious  fact,  not  to  be  denied,  that  a  large  portion  of* 
the  members  of  the  House  from  the  South  and  West 
cisimed  and  received  compensation  for  their  mileage  by 
the  river  route,  which  amounted  to  a  much  larger  aum 
than  that  charged  by  the  land  route;  and  gentlemen  justi- 
fied themselves  in  doing  so.  Now,  Mr.  U.  did  not  propose 
to  controvert  the  reasons  which  gentlemen  assigned  for 
their  conduct,  nor  did  he  say  that  gentlemen  acted  cor- 
ruptly in  making  these  charges,  but  he  conscientiously 
believed  they  misconstrued  the  law  on  this  subject;  and, 
as  a  member  of  the  House,  he  considered  it  his  duty  to 
endeavor  to  correct  what  he  conceived  a  misrepresenta- 
tion of  that  law.     The  act  fixing  the  compensation  of 
members  of  Congress  was  passed  at  a  time  when  there 
were  no  steamboats  on  the  Western  waters,  and  he  be- 
lieved  it   was  now    wrong  for   gentlemen    to   charge 
by  these    circuitous    routes,     if,    however,  gentlemen 
could  reconcile  this  with  their  own  consciences,  he  had 
nothing  to  8»y;  but  he  thought  they  ^ught  to  have  some 
uniform  rule  of  action  in  these  cases;  and,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  this  uniform  system,  he  had  moved  in 
this  matter,  and  made  these  exertions,  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatever. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  here  moved  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  the  orders  of  the  day;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Several  bills  from  the  Senate  were  then  taken  up, 
twice  rtad,  and  referred. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 

N.  &  L.  DANA  &  CO. 

The  question  pending  wai  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
bill. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  SMITH,  CAVE 
JOHNSON,  REED,  PEAUCE  of  Rhode  Island, 
BOND,  CUSHING,  CAMBRELENG,  GIDEON  LEE, 
PHILLIPS,  and  CRAIG, 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed;  which  were  order* 
ed,  and  were:   Yeas  57,  nays  89. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

After  acting  upon  some  other  bills. 

The  House  adjourned. 

SlTUBDAT,  JaKUART  21. 

ATCHAFALAYA  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 

Lands,  reported  a  resolution  proposing  to  discharge  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration  of 

of  the  "bill  granting' a  right  of  way  through  the  public 
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lands  (he  Atchafalnyi  Railroad  and  Bankings  Company;" 
which  was  concurred  in.  The  bill  havinfr  been  brou|^ht 
into  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  LINCOLN,  was  taken 
up,  on  its  eng^rossment. 

Mr.  PARKS  had  the  same  objection  to  the  passage  of 
this  bin,  in  its  present  state,  which  he  had  to  all  other 
bills  of  this  kind;  which  was,  that  it  contained  no  pro- 
vision for  carrying  the  mails  of  the  United  States,  public 
stores,  &c.;  consequently,  these  corporations  charged 
the  Government  an  extravagant  price  for  carrying  the 
mails.  Where  these  charters  were  granted  by  the 
States,  and  they  were  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of 
the  States,  the  Government  could  do  nothing  with  them; 
bur,  where  they  go  through  the  public  lands,  he  held  it 
to  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  provide  some  power  by 
which  these  corporations  might  be  compelled  to  carry 
the  mails,  munitions  of  war,  &c.,  for  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation. It  might  be  necessary  (as,  for  instance,  in 
the  case  of  the  Seminole  war)  that  the  Government 
should  transport  troops,  provisions,  and  munitions,  from 
one  point  to  another;  and,  unless  some  provision  was 
made  by  the  Government  for  compelling  these  compa- 
nies to  carry  Government  property,  they  might  charge 
their  own  price,  or  even  refuse  to  carry  it.  He  there- 
fore moved  that  the  bill  be  committed  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  OfBce  and  Post  Roads,  with  instructions  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  adding  a  section  providing 
for  carrying  the  mails  of  the  United  Slates  for  a  reason- 
able and  just  compensation. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  siid  that  he  hoped  to  be 
excused  for  a  few  minutes,  while  he  would  explain  to 
the  House  the  unreasonable  grounds  of  opposition  to  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  He  condemned  the  practice  of  de- 
taining the  House  a  long  time  on  small  matters;  but  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Parks,]  to 
refer  this  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  was  in  itself  so  decidedly  repugnant  to  his 
(Mr.  R's)  notions  of  propriety  and  justice  to  the  new 
StateR,  that  he  could  not  remain  silent  and  at  his  ease 
when  such  a  question  was  under  discussion.  The  gen- 
tleman wanted  the  company  to  be  charged  with  the  car- 
rying the  United  States  mail,  and  other  services  to  the 
Government;  and  for  what?  For  the  simple  right  of 
way-ysay  a  few  feet  of  land  on  each  side  of  the  railroad. 
This  is  the  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 
Is  this  a  reasonable  consideration  ^  Is  this  such  consid- 
eration as  the  gentleman  would  have  exacted  in  a  private 
contract.^    Mr.  R.  hoped  not. 

Such  great  and  national  improvement*  were  not  only 
a  great  benefit  to  the  United  States  in  her  commercial 
transactions,  but,  in  fact,  enhanced  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  to  a  rast  extent;  the  Government  was  making 
more  by  this  improvement  than  the  company;  thousands 
of  dollars  more  would  be  realized  to  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  operation,  than  would  be  if  the 
country  were  permitted  to  remain  in  its  present  unim- 
proved state.  Yet,  with  all  this  advantage  to  the  Gov- 
ernment,  the  gentleman  wanted  to  clog  and  encumber 
the  improvement  with  more  burdens.  I'his  seems  like 
s  settled  hostility  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
Western  section  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  R.  observed  that  these  great  and  laudable  im- 
provements are  not  only  a  great  advantage  to  the  United 
Stales,  but  an  honor  to  the  country,  and  should  receive 
from  the  hands  of  Congress  all  the  fostering  care  that  is 
compatible  with  the  rights  and  interests  of  other  sections 
of  the  nation.  The  railroad  from  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  is  one  of  these  stupendous  works  of  improve- 
ment, which  we  all  ought  to  hail  as  an  honor  to  our 
common  country.  No  unnecessary  impediment  should 
he  placed  in  its  march  to  completion  and  perfection. 

Mr.  R.  said  the  same  observations  would  apply  to  the 
improvement  in  the  State  of  Illinois.     A  company  had 


been  chartered  to  construct  a  railroad  four  or  five  hun^ 
dred  miles  in  length,  through  the  centre  of  that  State, 
extending  from  the  termination  of  the  canal  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Ohio.  Should  such  notions  and  objections  pre- 
vail as  gentlemen  urge,  this  great  and  national  work 
must  wither  and  die.  This  is  the  inevitable  consequence. 
These  companies  are  like  all  others  of  mankind;  they 
will  not  do  a  great  deal  for  nothing.  Load  them  down, 
and  our  country  is  not  improved.  If  the  United  States 
gave  this  company  lands  by  which  the  road  was  to  be 
made,  it  might  be  right  to  ask  something  from  the  com- 
pany in  consideration  of  the  same.  «lf  the  Government 
even  granted  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  part  of  the 
land  over  whrch  the  road  would  pass,  a  consideration 
with  more  reason  might  be  demanded.  But  this  is  not 
the  case.  This  company  asks  nothing  but  a  small  ^lip 
of  land,  not  to  die  on,  but  to  live  on.  Mr.  R.  hoped 
the  gentleman's  motion  would  not  prevail,  but  that  the 
bill  would  be  passed  into  a  law,  which  would  be  ser- 
viceable to  the  Government,  and  the  people  also. 

Mr.  PARKS  was  sorry  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
should  have  become  disturbed  on  this  subject,  by  the 
simple  proposition  of  referring  it  to  a  committee,  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  adding  a  provision  which 
Mr.  P,  considered  right  and  proper.  The  gentleman 
had  said  that  this  provision  would  be  requiring  these  cor- 
porations to  carry  your  mails  for  nothing.  This  was  not 
the  case;  the  provision  simply  asked  them  to  carry  the 
mails  for  a  liberal  and  just  consideration.  As  to  the  idea 
which  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  advanced,  that  Mr.  P. 
held  any  enmity  to  the  interests  of  the  Western  country, 
he  must  tell  the  gentleman  that  he  knew  no  more  about 
it  than  the  man  in  the  moon.  The  gentleman  made 
charges  againat  Mr.  P.  which  were  not  justified  by  the 
facts;  and  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would  forbear  from 
setting  him  down  as  opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  West, 
until  some  subject  came  up  which  would  make  it  more 
apparent  than  the  present  that  he  bad  any  hostile  feel- 
ings towards  the  West. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  this  bill  had  been  introduced  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  a  great  public  improvement  com- 
pleted. There  was  no  pre-emption  granted  them,  but 
they  were  merely  granted  the  privilege  of  locating  their 
road  on  the  public  lands.  The  company  had  asked  for 
one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  in  width,  but  the  committee 
had  cut  it  down  to  one  hundred  feet,  therefore,  they 
thought  it  no  more  than  reasonable  to  grant  them  this 
right  of  location.  In  regard  to  the  motion  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Piaxs,]  it  seemed  to  him 
(Mr.  L.)  that  it  imposed  en  invidious  distinction  between 
the  rights  of  this  corporation  and  those  granted  to  other 
corporations.  No  longer  ago  than  yesterday,  there  were 
two  bills  -ordered  to  be  engrossed,  containing  the  same 
provisions  as  this  bill,  without  objection  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine,  or  any  other  gentleman.  There  had 
been  many  bills  passed  containing  similar  provisions,  and 
he  saw  no  reason  why  they  should  place  restrictions  on 
this  corporation  which  they  had  not  imposed  upon  other 
companies.  He  would  call  to  the  attention  of  the  gentle- 
man the  fact  that  there  was  a  provision  requiring  these 
corporations  to  transport  troops  and  munitions  in  time  of 
war;  and  not  only  that,  but  the  Government  had  the  right 
to  take  the  road,  the  engines,  and  all  the  fixtures,  and  con- 
vert them  to  its  own  use;  and,  in  regard  to  the  transport- 
ation of  the  mails  on  these  roads,  he  considered  that  in 
a  short  time  they  would  find  it  to  their  interest  to  carry 
them;  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail  would  be  sought  for  by  these  corpora- 
tions. 

Mr.  PARKS  remarked  that  he  was  not  aware  that  any 
bills  had  been  engrossed  on  yesterday  of  the  nature  of 
the  one  now  before  the*  House.  If  it  was  so,  and  he  had 
it  in  bis  power  when  they  came  up  on  their  third  read- 


J  423 


GALES  Sl  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


1424 


II.  OF   R.] 


The  MM'-Ehentzer  Brted,  &e. 


[Jaw.  23,  1837. 


ing,  he  would  haye  them  ftmended  m  he  proposed  to 
amend  this  bill. 

Mr.  MERCER  suggrested  that  an  arrangement  might 
be  made  with  these  companies  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  was  favorable  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Pabks,]  but 
he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  into  details  at  this 
•tage  of  the  bill.  He  perfectly  concurred  in  the  views 
of  that  p^ntleman,  that  it  was  proper  to  begin  with  some 
restrictions  of  this  kind.  In  relation  to  the  suggestion 
of  the  gentleman  from  -Virginia,  [Mr.  Mxhcxr,]  that  the 
Committee  on  the 'Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  might 
make  some  general  arrangement  with  these  corporations, 
be  considered  it  fallacious.  When  these  corporations 
once  got  privileges  granted  to  them,  it  was  impossible 
for  committees  of  this  House  to  mike  any  arrangement 
with  them,  unless  it  wss  made  on  their  own  terms.  We 
have  seen  already  the  evils  arising  from  granting  these 
unlimited  privileges;  we  can  now  scarcely  get  mir  mails 
carried  upon  Ihese  roads,  when,  if  we  had  taken  them 
in  time,  we  might  have  brought  them  to  our  own  terms. 
From  day  to  day,  in  this  House,  we  are  pointed  to  prece- 
dents and  examples;  and  it  is  said  now,  that  because  we 
have  granted  other  railroads  the  privilege  of  locating  on 
the  public  lands  without  any  restriction,  that  we  should 
do  the  same  with  this  company.  He  would  submit  it  to 
the  House,  however,  whether,  because  they  had  once 
done  wrong,  they  must  continue  to  do  wrong.  They 
now  had  the  power  of  imposing  a  provision  of  this  kind, 
and  now  was  the  accepted  time.  Let  these  corporations 
carry  the  mail  at  the  same  rate  they  carried  other  pro- 
duce or  property;  ois  if  the  risk  was  greater  than  on  other 
property,  pay  them  more;  but  let  them  be  confined  to 
something  like  a  reasonable  price.  It  was  necessary 
for  something  of  this  kind  to  be  done,  because  experi- 
ence had  shown  that  these  corporations  would  not  carry 
the  mail  unless  they  were  paid  a  very  extravagant  price. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  made  a  brief  explana- 
tion in  reference  to<  the  importance  of  the  passage  of 
this  bill  to  the  United  States,  opening,  as  it  would,  a 
vast  body  of  the  finest  lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
He  also  adverted  to  the  fact  that,  unless  this  bill  were 
speedily  passed,  it  would  be  useless  to  pass  it  at  all,  and 
entail  ruin  upon  the  company.  The  charter  was  incor- 
porated, and  bears  date  the  lOlh  of  March,  1835,  and  it 
was  made  compulsory  on  the  company  to  commence 
their  work  within  two  yesrs  from  that  date,  or  forfeit 
their  charter.  Unless,  then,  this  bill  passed  soon,  it 
would  be  inoperative.  The  company  were  ready  to  pro- 
ceed, had  gone  on  to  make  contracts  and  prepare  ma- 
terials as  they  did  last  year. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  it  passed  the  Senate 
without  the  slightest  hesitation;  but  on  referring  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  that  committee,  conceiving 
the  company  justly  merited  some  return  for  the  advan- 
tages ab(»ut  to  accrue  to  the  United  States  in  conse- 
quence of  their  labors,  reported  the  bill  back  with  an 
amendment,  giving  them  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  al- 
ternate sections  along  the  line  of  the  road.  In  conse- 
quence of  that  amendment  the  bill  was  then  lost,  and 
the  original  bill  was  now  revived,  merely  giving  them 
the  right  of  way  to  the  extent  of  one  hundred  feet  in 
width. 

Mr.  G.  further  explained,  that  under  no  circumstances 
did  the  company  anticipate  a  profitable  return  from  the 
railroad,  for  its  construction  was  imposed  upon  them  as 
a  bonus  for  their  bank  charter;  and,  so  fsr  from  being  a 
benefit,  would  be  a  heavy  charge.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, therefore,  he  did  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  would  not  insist  upon  bis  motion  to  send  the  bill 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office,  since  it  would  lead 
to  the  inevitable  loss  of  the  bill. 


Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  also  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, on  the  same  ground  as  his  colleague,  lie  descri- 
bed the  character  of  the  country  through  which  the  road 
was  designed  to  pass,  which  was  overflown  every  spring; 
but  it  would  pass  a  body  of  land,  now  inaccessible,  that 
would  bring  millions  into  the  Treasury.  He  expressed 
his  surprise  that  there  should  be  a  solitary  objection  to 
the  bill. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Parks  was  disagreed  to  without  a 
count. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERCER,  the  bill  was  so  amended 
as  to  give  the  company  *•  eighty"  instead  of  «•  one  hun- 
dred" feet;  and  it  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  on  Monday  next. 

THE  MINT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OWENS,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  **bill  to  amend  the  act 
establishing  branches  of  the  United  States  mint,"  and 
the  same  was  brought  into  the  House. 

Mr.  OWENS  explained  that  the  bill  related  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  branches  of  the  mint  at  New  Orleans, 
Charlotte,  in  North  Carolina,  and  Dahtonega,  in  Georgia. 
These  several  branches  were  now  ready  to  go  into  ope- 
ration, and  the  director  of  the  mint  was  anxious  for  it; 
but,  until  the  bill  under  consideration  passed,  the  Presi- 
dent could  not  appoint  the  necessary  officers. 

The  bill  was  then  read,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 

EBENEZER  BREED. 

This  bill  proposes  to  return  to  the  memorialist  the 
amount  of  duties  paid  on  a  quantity  of  wine  imported 
into  the  district  of  Boston,  in  August,  1829,  which  was 
placed  in  a  storehouse,  by  order  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  collector,  under  bond,  which  was  given  in 
the  usual  form  in  such  cases,  without  surety  for  the  du- 
ties; which  wine,  with  other  property  of  the  memorialist, 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  while  in  the  possession  and  under 
the  key  of  the  Government. 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
bill. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  LAWRENCE,  CAVE 
JOHNSON,  INGEKSOLL,  PEARCE  of  Rhode  Island, 
CAMBRELENG,  PAKRER;  CUSHING,  GIDEON 
LEE,  HARPER,  PHILLIPS,  and  ADAMS, 

Mr.  DUNLAP  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded  by  the  House:  Yeas  99,  nays  not  counted. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put,  when 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  main  question,  (which  was  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bilU)  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  87» 
nays  6S, 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

I'he  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  the  considera- 
tion of  private  bills. 

MoHDAT,  Jahuabt  23. 
ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 
When  the  reading  of  the  journal  had  been  concluded. 
The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness was  the  petition  presented  oo  Monday  last,  by  the 
gentleman  from   Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cushtho,]  from 
the  merchants  of  Boston,  praying  the  interference  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  unne- 
cessary quarantine  imposed  on  American  vessels  by  the 
Danish  Government  at  Elsineur. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  A  question 
was  undecided  on  a  petition  presented  by  himself,  this 
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day  foftnig:ht9  from  ceruin  inhabitants  of  Dover,  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  The  subject  came  up  last  Monday, 
(a  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Bthux]  being 
entitled  to  the  floor,)  but  was  postponed  until  this  day. 
At  the  time  of  its  postponement  the  question  on  the  re- 
ception of  the  petition  was  undecided,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  was  in  the  midst  of  an  argu- 
ment in  oppositioQ  to  its  reception.  Mr.  A.  inquired 
whether  this  subject  was  not  entitled  to  precedence. 

The  SP BAKER  said  that,  strictly  speaking,  probably  it 
was;  but  that,  by  a  subsequent  order  of  the  House,  that 
petition  bad  been  disposed  of.  It  had  been  laid  on  the 
table  by  a  resolution  adopted  since  the  petiiion  was  pre- 
sented. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  whether  the  Speaker  consider- 
ed that  the  question  pending  on  the  petition  bad  been 
decided. 

I'be  SPEAKER  said  he  felt  himself  constrained  by 
the  terms  of  the  resolution  so  to  decide. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  that  the  resolution  might  be  read. 

The  resolution,  which  is  in  the  following  term?»  was 
accordingly  read: 

"  Jiesohcd,  I'hat  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolutions, 
propositions,  or  papers,  relating  in  any  way  or  to  any 
extent  whatever  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery,  shall,  without  being  either  printed  or  re- 
ferred, be  laid  on  the  table,  and  that  no  further  action 
whatever  shall  be  had  thereon." 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  his  opinion  that  this  reso- 
lution embraced  every  possible  case  that  could  arise. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  wished  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
to  be  entered  on  the  journal.  The  question  he  made 
was,  whether  that  resolution  did,  in  fact,  cut  off,  root  and 
branch,  debate  on  another  subject  which  was  under  con- 
sideration at  the  time  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, a  resolution  of  this  character  was  adopted,  antici- 
pating the  action  oRhe  House  on  this  class  of  petitions. 
The  Chair  had  given  to  that  resolution  the  most  liberal 
construction,  and  had  been  disponed  to  entertain  the 
question  of  reception.  An  appeal  was  taken,  and  the 
House  had  given  a  different  construction  from  that  of 
the  Speaker.  In  pursuance  of  this  decision  of  the  House, 
the  Speaker  felt  himself  compelled  to  make  the  decis- 
ion he  had  now  made.  The  decision  now  given,  bow- 
ever,  could  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  AU  AMS  said  that  this  decision  changed  the  order 
of  the  business  of  the  House;  it  suspended  and  altered 
the  rules  of  tfie  House.  The  resolution  was  not  intro- 
duced in  the  form  required  for  all  resolutions  changing 
or  suspending  the  rules  of  the  House.  Every  such  reso- 
lution required  one  day's  notice;  but  this  resolution  had 
been  offered  without  notice.  The  rule  also  required 
the  vote  of  a  majority  of  two  thirds  to  change  the  order 
of  business;  this  resolution  had  not  been  carried  by  a 
vote  of  two  thirds. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  in  both  respects,  the  very 
same  thing  had  occurred  at  the  last  session  of  Congress; 
and  the  Chair  was  of  opinion  that  this  was  not  a 
change  in  the  order  of  business.  Petitions  were  pre- 
sented in  the  same  way,  and  at  the  same  time,  as  though 
the  resolution  had  not  passed.  But  the  House,  in  adopt- 
ing the  resolution,  had  determined  what  disposition 
should  be  made  of  a  particular  class  of  business.  The 
order  of  the  reception,  or  the  time  of  presentation  of 
these  petitions,  had  not  been  changed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  s»id  that  the  question  on  the  reception 
of  the  petition  was,  on  his  coming  to  the  House  this 
morning,  a  part  of  the  unfinished  business  of  a  former  day. 
The  rule  of  the  House,  as  he  understood  it,  was,  thkt, 
from  Monday  to  Monday,  the  unfinished  business  should 
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be  first  taken  up.  It  was  a  part  of  the  general  rule  of 
the  House  to  the  snme  effect.  The  Speaker  now,  as  it 
sppeared  to  him,  (Mr.  A.,)  changed  that  rule  by  de- 
ciding that  this  suspended  .business  should  not  be  taken 
up,  because  it  had,  in  the  interval,  been  dtcided  that 
the  petition  was  thrown  out  of  the  House  by  a  resolution 
adopted  since  that  petition  was  offered — a  resolution 
adopted  without  a  day's  notice,  and  without  the  votes  of 
a  majority  of  two  thirds  of  the  members.  If  this  did  not 
change  the  order  of  business,  he  (Mr.  A.)  did  not  know 
what  did.  So  completely  was  this  petition  a  part  of  the 
unfinished  business  when  the  House  adjourned  on  the 
previous  Monday,  that  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Btrum]  was  cut  off  in  the  very  midst  of  his 
argument  against  the  reception  of  the  petition;  and  now 
he  (Mr.  A.)  was  told  that  the  unfinished  business  had 
been,  in  the  interval,  decided;  not  by  itself,  not  by  any 
debate  on  its  own  merits,  but  by  another  resolution  of  a 
different  character,  introduced  without  notice,  and  car- 
ried without  a  majority  of  two  thirds.  He 'wished  that 
the  decittion  of  the  Speaker  might  be  made -on  this  state- 
ment  of  facts,  and  on  those  objections  made  by  him 
( Mr.  A .)  to  it.  He  intended  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Speaker,  and  to  ask  for  the  judgment  of  the  House 
on  that  decision. 

The  SPEAKER  again  stated  the  question,  and  the 
grounds  of  his  decision.  He  decided,  without  any  dif- 
ficulty, that  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  dispo- 
sed of  all  propositions  whatsoever,  having  sny  reference 
to  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  terms  of  that  resolution, 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  construction  given  to  a  sim- 
ilar order  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  thM  would 
authorize  him  to  pronounce  the  present  case  to  be  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  wished  the  House  to  mark  one 
strong  difference  which  existed  between  this  and  other 
cases. 

The  resolution  which  had  been  read  related  to  the 
petitions  and  memorials  to  be  presented,  which,  by  the 
terms  of  that  resolution,  were  to  be  "laid  on  the  table, 
without  being  printed  or  referred. ''  The  present  was 
a  petition  which  had  been  presented  prior  to  the  adop- 
tion of  that  resolution;  the  question  was  raised  on  its  . 
reception,  and  on  that  question  of  reception  there  was  a 
debate  pending.  This  was  neither  *<a  paper,"  nor  «  a 
memorial,"  nor  «a  resolution,"  to  be  presented;  it  was 
a  debate  pending  in  the  House.  The  decision  of  the. . 
House  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  had  no  application 
whatsoever  to  this  principle.  It  was  the  crushing  of  a 
debate  pending  in  the  House,  by  a  resolution  referring 
to  petitions  to  be  presented  in  future  in  relation  to  sla- 
very and  the  slave  trade.  So  far  as  the  principle  was 
concerned,  it  wss  perfectly  immaterial  whether  this  pe- 
tition related  to  slavery  or  any  thing  else.  The  debate 
was  pending,  and  the  question  was  an  undecided  ques- 
tion. This  principle  went  to  the  suppression  of  all  de- 
bate, af\er  debate  had  once  been  commenced.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  consider  this  distinction  as  ex- 
istmg.  There  could  be  no  inconvenience  in  taking  the 
question  on  reception  at  this  time.  The  question  was 
on  reception.  The  petition  was  under  the  control  of  the 
House  on  the  question  whether  it  should  be  received  or 
not;  and  that  question  could  not  be  decided  by  this  res- 
olution, which  bad  been  subsequently  passed.  He 
wished,  therefore,  to  have  the  judgment  of  the  House; 
and  if  the  House  thought  that  debate  should  be  sup- 
pressed, so  be  it. 

There  was  another  observation  Mr.  A.  would  submit. 
The  injustice  of  this  decision  was  made  apparent  by  a 
vote  on  snother  petition  of  a  similar  character,  which  he 
had  presented  on  the  s-ime  day  as  the  present.  The 
question  of  reception  was  then  entertained,  and  the 
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House,  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  nearly  (if  not  quite) 
two  thirds,  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  determined  that  the 
petition  should  be  received.  Immediately  afterwards, 
on  the  same  day,  he  had  presented  another  petition, 
(alluding  to  the  petition  before  the  House;)  the  ques- 
tion on  reception  was  raised,  and  upon  that  question 
three  gentlemen  were  heard  so  long  as  they  thought 
proper  to  speak;  and  another  gentleman,  [Mr.  Bthuh,] 
in  the  midst  of  his  speech  against  the  reception,  was  cut 
off,  without  either  having  himself  a  chance  to  close  his 
remarks,  or  giving  any  other  member  a  chance  to  reply 
to  him;  so  that,  on  one  side,  that  was  to  say,  the  free 
side  of  the  question,  debate  was  absolutely  smothered. 
The  Speaker  had  heard,  with  perfect  complacency  and 
ttitisfaction,  every  gentleman  who  had  any  thing  to  say 
against  the  reception  of  the  petition,  but  would  bear 
nothing  in  favor  of  it.  He  (Mr.  A.)  claimed  the  free- 
dom of  speech  in  this  House,  and  would  claim  it  as  long 
as  he  could  apeak.  He  claimed  the  privilege  of  answer- 
ing, here,  the  gentlemen  who  asserted,  and  maintained 
by  argument,  that  these  petitions  should  not  be  received. 
He  did  not  doubt  that  this  question  would  come  up 
•gain,  and,  in  the  forward  progress  of  the  genius  of  sla- 
very, he  had  no  doubt  that  the  next  step  would  be  to 
refuse  to  receive  all  such  petitions  as  these.  All  the 
arguments  used  in  favor  of  the  suppression  of  debate  on 
this  subject,  by  previous  questions  and  motions  to  lay 
on  the  table,  which  admit  of  no  debate,  might  be  brought 
to  bear  with  equal  force  against  the  reception  of  these 
petitions  at  all;  since  it  was  no  better  than  mockery  to 
receive  petitionsi  and  then  refuse  to  hear  them  read; 
and,  for  augbt  he  knew,  ere  long,  any  member  who 
should  dare  to  raise  his  voice  on  the  subject  of  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  would  be  expelled  from  this  House.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  A.»  I  am  ready  to  be  that  member,  whenever 
the  House  shall  come  to  that  decision. 

Mr.  PINCKNET  said  that  the  noise  in  the  hall  had 
been  so  great  that  he  bad  not  been  able  distinctly  to  hear 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
P.  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether  the  member  had  taken 
an  appeal  from  the  decision. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts hsd  appealed. 

Mr.  PINCKNET  said  that  this  question  had  been  fully 
discussed  and  finally  determined  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress.  He  moved,  thereforci  the  previous  question 
on  the  appeal. 

And  the  House  seconded  the  call:  Yeas  99,  nays  not 
counted. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  ordering  the  main  question;  which  were  or- 
dered, and  were;  Yeas  129,  nays  48. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  question 
should  now  be  taken.  . 

And  the  main  question,  *'  Shall  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House?"  was  then 
taken  and  carried:  Yeas  145,  nays  32. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
should  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House. 

QUARANTINE  Al'  ELSINEUR. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  pe- 
tition presented  by  Mr.  CnsHiiro,  in  relation  to  the  quar- 
antine on  American  vessels  at  Eisineur. 

Mr.  CUSHIMG  said  that  the  memorial  which  he  had 
presented  complained  of  a  very  serious  grievance,  under 
which  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United  States  has  for 
■ome  time  labored.  It  pressed  with  peculiar  severity 
on  his  immediate  constituents;  in  consequence  of  which 
they  had  repeatedly,  both  verbally  and  in  writing,  call- 
ed his  attention  to  the  subject.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  did  not  feel  justified  in  allowing  the  memo- 
rial to  leave  his  bands  without  a  brief  explanation  of  its 


objecf,  and  of  the  disposition  he  proposed  to  make  of  it; 
which  explanation  he  would  give  in  the  fewest  possible 
words. 

He  said  it  was  known  to  the  House  that  the  Danish 
islands  are  situated  at  the  entrance  of  tbe  Baltic  sea,  by 
means  of  which  Denmark  commands,  to  a  certain  de- 
gree, the  navigation  of  that  sea,  in  and  out,  owing  to  the 
narrowness  of  the  various  passages,  whether  between 
the  islands  themselves  or  between  the  islands  and  the 
mainland  of  Denmark  and  Sweden.  The  Sound,  which 
is  the  principal  of  these  passages,  is  guarded  by  the  cas- 
tle of  Know  berg,  at  Eisineur,  which,  although  it  may 
be  passed  by  armed  ships,  as  happened  in  the  case  of 
the  English  attack  on  Copenhagen,  yet  is  amply  sufficient 
to  overawe  and  arrest  merchant  vessels.  In  fact,  Den- 
mark holds  the  keys  of  the  Baltic.  . 

Denmark  has  taken  advantage  or  this  fact,  for  a  long 
period,  to  lay  a  tribute  on  all  merchant  vessels  passing  up 
the  Baltic,  called  the  Sound  dues.  This  tribute  is  paid 
without  any  value  received  by  the  merchant.  It  is  not 
distinguishable  in  principle  from  the  tribute  formerly 
paid  to  the  Barbary  States.  It  is  a  gratuitous  exaction 
of  the  most  objectionable  character,  and  ought  not  to  be 
submitted  to  by  the  United  States  for  another  hour. 

Denmark  has  recently  taken  similar  advantage  of  her 
position,  to  subject  our  trade  to  another  impediment;  and 
that  is,  a  most  vexatious  quarantine.  Her  conduct  in 
this  respect  is,  it  is  understood,  countenanced  inadvert* 
ently  by  Russia,  in  consequence  of  the  fears  of  contagion 
entertained  by  that  Power,  and  by  the  other  Powers 
whose  dominions  are  washed  by  the  Baltic 

Our  trade  with  Russia  is  highly  advantageous  to  both 
parties.  The  cause  of  it  is  this,  in  a  majority  of  instances: 
A  ship  sails  from  Boston,  for  example,  for  the  island  of 
Cuba,  lays  in  a  cargo  of  sugar,  coffee,  or  other  commod- 
ities produced  in  America,  conveys  them  to  Russia,  and 
there  purchases  a  return  cargo  of  hemp,  sail-cloth,  iron» 
and  so  forth,  for  the  United  States.  In  addition  to  ves- 
sels with  miscellaneous  cargoes,  there  has  gone  up,  du- 
ring recent  years,  an  average  number  of  forty  Amer- 
ican merchantmen  of  the  first  class,  laden  with  sugar, 
carrying  3,500  boxes,  or  450  tons  each,  in  all  100,000 
boxes,  of  which  vessels  more  than  four  fifths  belong  to 
the  State  of  Massachusetts.  They  receive  a  freight  at 
the  rate  of  £3  lOs.  for  the  whole  cargo,  or  £4  10«.  for 
two  thirds,  and  the  remainder  at  half  profits;  and  the 
House  could  judge,  from  these  facts,  concerning  the 
value  of  the  commerce,  as  well  to  Russia  as  to  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

It  is  the  practice  in  the  Spanish  colonies  to  pack  up 
their  sugar  in  boxes,  strengthened  with  strips  of  raw 
hide.  The  Danes  stop  the  ship  at  Eisineur,  compel  her 
to  put  in  at  Kyholm,  Kansoe,  or  Copenhagen,  and  to  dis- 
charge and  store  the  whole  cargo  fur  purification,  or  to 
tear  off  the  hide  from  the  sugar-boxes,  and  substitute 
clamps  or  hoops  of  iron.  All  this  subjects  the  merchant 
to  hazard  of  loss  and  damage  in  the  discharge  of  hia 
goods  into  lighters  and  otherwise;  to  the  great  expense 
of  storing,  and  so  furth,  on  shore;  to  many  petty  exac- 
tions; and  to  an  average  delay  of  fifty  or  sixty  days,  and 
sometimes  to  a  delay  of  a  whole  winter,  by  being  frozen 
up  in  the  Baltic.  It  has  been  stated  that  a  ship  is  thus 
liable  to  an  expense  of  not  less  than  three  thousand  dol- 
lars, without  the  slightest  advantage  to  the  health  of  the 
Baltic  Powers,  and  to  the  common  injury  of  Russia,  the 
consumer  of  the  csrgo,  and  America,  the  carrier. 

Mr.  C.  said  there  was  no  practical  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  relieving  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
from  these  evils.  Our  intercourse  with  Denmark  is  reg- 
ulated by  a  treaty  concluded  the  26th  of  April,  1826,  to 
be  in  force^or  ten  years,  and  until  notice  from  either 
party.  That  time  has  expired;  and  the  United  States 
now  ponesses  the  faculty  of  interposing,  by  negotiation. 
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to  exact  of  Denmark  a  relaxation  of  all  that  is  vexatious 
and  unnecessary  in  the  treatment  of  our  ships  at  Elsineur. 
Mr.  C.  said  be  desired,  in  conclusion,  to  express  his 
thanks  to  a  gentleman  of  New  York,  one  of  the  most 
honorable,  intelligent,  and  estimable  citizens  of  that 
great  State,  [Mr.  James  Tallmadge,]  who  had  exerted 
himself  recently,  whilst  in  Kussis,  to  have  the  matter 
rightly  understood  by  the  Emperor  Nicholas. 

It  deserved,  also,  the  careful  consideration  of  Congress 
and  the  Government  of  the  United  States}  and,  to  secure 
this  object,  he  moved  the  reference  of  the  memorial  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  memorial  was  referred  accordingly. 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

An  unusually  large  number  of  petitions  and  memorials, 
on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
were  presented  by  different  members,  and  were  im- 
mediately laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  the  House  at  this  time  to  take  up 
and  decide  on  the  objection  raised  to  the  reception  of 
the  petition,  presented  by  himself,  from  Lydia  Lewis 
and  others,  [and  subsequently  returned  to  him,]  pray- 
ing the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
[This  is  the  petition  referred  to  in  the  preceding  de- 
bate,*] 

^Toihe  Ediiors  of  the  National  IntelHgtncer.' 

GxHTLBXBir:  There  were  three  petitions  referred  to 
in  the  preceding  debate: 

First,  this  petition  of  Lydia  Lewis  and  one  hundred 
and  fiAy  women  of  Dorchester.  When  I  presented  it 
and  sent  it  to  the  Clerk's  table,  an  objection  was  made 
to  its  being  received.  The  Speaker  had  heretofore  de- 
cided that,  when  objection  was  made  to  the  reception  of 
a  petition,  the  motion  to  receive  was  debatable.  But,  to 
get  round  this  decision,  a  motion  was  made  that  the 
motion  to  receive  should  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  then 
there  could  be  no  debate.  The  Speaker  had  been 
asked,  if  the  motion  to  receive  was  laid  on  the  table, 
what  became  of  the  petition'  He  said  it  remained  in 
suspense  and  was  not  in  the  possession  of  the  House. 
He  accordingly  ordered  the  Clerk  to  return  to  me  the 
petition  of  Lydia  Lewis  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  wo- 
men of  Dorchester,  which  was  accordingly  sent  to  me 
by  the  Clerk,  and  is  now  in  my  possession.  It  was  the 
motion  to  receive  it  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table, 
and  which  I  now  asked  the  House  to  take  up  and  de- 
cide. 

Secondly,  the  petition  of  Eliza  G.  Loud  and  two  hun« 
dred  and  twenty-eight  women  of  South  Weymouth.  I 
bad  presented  it  immediately  after  the  motion  to  receive 
the  petition  from  Lydia  Lewis  and  the  women  of  Dor- 
chester bad  been  laid  on  the  table.  Some  of  the  mem- 
bers from  the  South  now  insisted  that  the  question  upon 
receiving  this  petition  from  South  Weymouth  should  be 
directly  taken.  It  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  by 
a  vote  of  137  to  75  was  received.  I  had  moved  that  it 
should  be  read{  but  a  motion  had  been  made  that  it 
should  be  laid  on  the  table,  (not  debatable,)  and  on  the 
table  it  was  laid. 

Thirdly,  the  petition  of  Ralph  Sanger  and  forty  in- 
habitants of  Dover.  I  had  presented  it  immediately 
after  the  petition  from  the  women  of  South  Weymouth 
had  been  laid  on  the  table;  but,  notwithstanding  the  de- 
cision of  the  House  just  before  to  receive  the  petition 
from  South  Weymouth,  the  question  of  reception  was 
again  raised  upon  this  petition  from  Dover,  which  was 
also  sent  back  to  me  from  the  Clerk's  table.  In  the 
midst  of  a  debate  upbn  this  question  of  reception,  and 
in  ihe  midst  of  a  speech  by  a  gentleman  from  North 
Carotins,  [Mr.  Btrux,]  against  its  reception,  tl>e  House 
on  the  9tb  Instant  had  adjourned.    The  petition  from 


The  SPEAKER  said  the  resolution  which  hsd  been 
adopted  covered  all  these  cases.    The  gentleman  from 

the  women  of  South  Weymouth  had,  therefore,  on  the 
9th  instant,  been  received  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  petitions  from  the  women  of  Dorchester,  and 
that  from  the  men  of  Dover,  had  been  declared  by  the 
Speaker  not  to  be  in  pos^ssion  of  the  House.  The 
motion  to  receive  the  first  had  been  laid  on  the  table— 
the  motion  to  receive  the  second  was  under  debate  at 
the  adjournment  of  the  House  on  the  9th  instant. 

These  explanations  are  absolutely  necessary  to  under- 
stand my  remarks,  as  reported  in  the  Intelligencer,  and 
my  exceptions  to  the  decisions  of  the  Sfteaker. 

He  had  decided  that  the  two  petitions  were  not  in 
possession  of  the  House,  and  bad  sent  them  back  to  me. 
He  now  said  that  the  resolution  of  the  House  interven- 
ing, had  covered  all  the  cases.  I  asked  him  if  those  pe- 
titions  were  by  the  intervening  resolution  of  the  llousa 
laid  on  the  table.  He  said  they  would  be  laid  on  the 
table  if  I  would  send  them  to  the  Chair.  This  I  de- 
clined. 

The  report  proceeds:  **  Mr.  Adams  said  he  took  it 
that  the  Clerk  was  responsible  for  the  records  of  the 
House." 

What  I  said  was  this:  «The  joOrnals  of  the  House 
show  that  at  a  former  sitting  of  the  House  I  presented 
these  two  petitions  to  the  House.  The  Speaker  now 
decides  that,  by  a  sweeping  resolution  of  the  House, 
they  are  laid  on  the  table.  If  they  are  on  the  table,  1 
take  it  the  Speaker  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  truth  of  the  House's  journal,  and  for 
the  possession  of  its  archives."  - 

With  regard  to  the  petition  from  L.  Swackhamer  and 
fifty-three  ministers  and  members  of  the  Lutheran 
church  in  the  State  of  New  York,  the  report  is  substan- 
tially correct;  but  as  the  Speaker,  after  refusing  to  al- 
low the  petition  to  be  read,  at  the  demand  of  Mr.  Hoab, 
of  Massachusetts,  permitted  It  to  be  read  when  the 
reading  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Pabkxk,  of  New  Jersey, 
and  it  was  read,  I  ask  of  your  candor  and  itnpartiality  to 
publish  it  with  this  letter.  The  debate  concerning  it 
cannot  otherwise  be  understood. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen,  your  obedient 
servsnt,  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Uousx  07  RspRESENTATiTss  U.  S.,  Jon.  26,  ld37. 

[Copy  of  the  memorial  referred  to  in  Mr.  Adams's  letter.] 

7b  the  Senate  and  Bouee  of  Eepreeentaiivee  of  the  United 
Slates  in  Congress  assembled.- 

The  undersigned,  ministers  and  members  of  the  Lu- 
theran church,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  respectfully 
represent:  That,  since  the  people  of  the  United  States 
have  given  to  our  representatives,  by  the  first  article  of 
the  federal  constitution,  the  right  **  to  exercise  exclu* 
sive  legislation,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,"  over  the  District 
of  Columbis,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  watch  the 
character  of  the  law  existing  there.  In  this  view,  we 
call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  condition  of  more 
than  six  thousand  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District,  for 
whose  persons  and  civil  and  religious  rights  the  laws 
of  Congress  have  provided  no  protection.  Instead  of 
securing  to-  them  those  rights,  which  our  nation  has 
solemnly  declared  to  belong  equally  and  inalienably  to 
to  all,  your  laws  have  deprived  them  of  all  personal 
rights,  and  subjugated  their  wills  to  the  absolute  control 
of  others,  to  whom  they  are  said  to  belong  as  property; 
and  have  also  unconstitutionally  deprived  them  of  the 
power  of  obtaining  redress  for  their  wrongs,  by  prose- 
cuting their  claims  in  courts  of  justice,  and  of  the  . 
right  of  trial  by  jury  in  many  cases,  and  virtually  of  the 
right  of  petitioning  Congress, 

We,  thcrtfor*',  respectfully  request  Congrtsa  forth- 
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Massacluisettt  might  send  his  petition  to  the  Chair,  and 
it  would  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  did  not  doubt  his  right  to  send 
the  petition  to  the  Chair.  The  Speaker  had  decided 
heretofore  that  the  petition  was  not  in  the  possession  of 
the  House.  Mr.  A.  now  wished  for  a  decision  on  the 
question  of  receiving  the  petition,  which,  on  the  jour- 
nal, appeared  (o  have  been  presented  by  him. 

The  SPEAKRR  said  the  gentleman  m*ght  present 
his  petition,  and  send  it  to  the  Chair,  to  be  disposed  of 
under  the  resolution. 

Mr.  ADAMS  sa'<d  it  was  not  bis  intention  to  send  it 
again  to  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  said  then  there  was  nothing  before 
the  House,  and  the  gentleman  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  took  it  that  the  Clerk  was  re- 
sponsible  for  the  records  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  entry  on  the  journal  waa, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  *<  offered  to  pre- 
sent" a  petition  { it  did  not  appear  that  he  did  present  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  But  by  a  subsequent  decision  of  the 
House,  notwithstanding  the  petition  had  not  been  re- 
ceived, it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.   • 

Tiie  SPEAKER  called  the  gentleman  to  order,  there 
being  no  question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Then  I  understand  from  the  Speaker 
that  I  he  petition  is  laid  en  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  be  if  the  gentleman 
sent  it  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  ADAMS.    I  do  not  propose  to  send  it  to  the  Chair. 

[Mr.  A.  then  presented  a  great  number  of  similar  pe- 
titions; all  of  which  were  laid  on  the  table.] 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  a  petition  which  he  thought 
could  not  be  included  in  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
House.  It  "a  as  a  petition  from  fifty-four  ministers  and 
members  of  the  Lutheran  church  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  praying  Congress  to  enact  laws  to  secure  to  all 
tlie  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia  the  protec- 
tion of  (be  law  and  the  rights  of  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. There  was  nothing  about  slavery  or  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  it.  He  moved  that  it  be  refeiTed 
to  the  Committee  fur  the  District  of  Colun>j^ia,  and  that 
il  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts knew  the  contents  of  the  petition,  but  the  Chair 
did  no*.  If  the  petition  related  to  the  subject  of  sla- 
very, it  must  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  thought  the  Speaker  should  read 
the  petition,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  it  came  with- 
in the  meaning  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  PARKER  insisted  that  the  only  way  of  arriving 
at  the  nature  of  the  petition  was  to  read  its  contents. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  But  the  order  of  the  House  declares 
that  the  petition  shall  not  be  r^  ad. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  gentleman  admits  that 
it  relates  to  the  subject  of  slavery. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  1  do  not  admit  any  such  thing.  I  have 
presented  the  petition,  in  the  form  required  by  the 
rule,  by  giving  a  brief  statement  of  its  contents. 

The  SPEAKER  looked  for  a  moment  into  the  body 


with  to  pass  such  laws  as  justice  and  (he  character  of 
our  natron  require,  to  secure  to  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  equally  and  alike,  the  protrc- 
ti(  n  of  the  laws,  and  the  enjoyment  of  all  those  immuni- 
ties and  advantages  which  our  declaration  of  independ- 
ence and  our  constitution  recognise  as  the  inalienable 
right  of  every  human  being.     And  ytur  petiiioners,  &c. 

Dated  September  28,  1836. 

[Signed  by  L.  Swackhamer,  John  D.  Lawyer,  John 
Sclmser,  Adolphus  Rumpf,  M.  J.  Stover,  Philip  Wiet- 
in^,  William  Ottman,  George  W.  LcwIf,  ministers,  and 
forty-six  members.] 


of  the  petition,  and  then  said  that,  in  bis  opinion,  it  fell 
clearly  within  the  meaning  and  intent  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair, 
and  demanded  the  judgment  of  the  House  whether  this 
petition  should  be  received  and  read  or  not. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  petition  spoke  of  the 
absolute  control  held  over  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  District  who  were  claimed  as  property.  In  his 
opinion  it  was  embraced  within  the  order. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  demanded  the  previous  question  on 
the  appeal. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  had  not  yet  ascertained  that 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  bad  performed  his  duty  in  giving 
a  brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  the  petition.  There 
was  not  a  word  about  slavery  or  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  it.  It  was  a  petition  asking  Congress  to  enact  such 
laws  as  would  secure  to.all  the  inhabitants  of  the  District 
the  benefit  of  the  law  and  the  rights  of  the  declaration 
of  independence.  This  was  theobiectof  the  petition; 
nor  more  nor  less.  If  the  Speaker  decided  that  this  was 
one  of  the  petitions  included  in  the  resolution,  be  (Mr. 
A.)  desired  that  the  decision  might  be  taken  down,  and 
that  the  records  of  the  House  might  show  what  sort  of 
petitions  were  rejected,  even  without  a  reading.  What 
the  paper  might  contain,  what  portion  of  argument  was 
in  it,  the  House  could  not  know  until  the  petition  was 
read{  and  although  the  Speaker  had  read  it,  and  was 
therefore  able  to  decide  whether  his  (Mr.  A's)  state- 
ment was  true  or  false,  yet,  in  the  petition  itself,  there 
was  not  a  wojd  about  slavery.  And  if  the  House  should 
determine  that  a  petition  simply  praying  that  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  District  of  Columbia  should  be  entitled 
to  *'the  benefit  of  the  law  and  the  rights  of  the  declara- 
tion of  independence,"  he  wished  the  decision  and  the 
judgment  of  the  House  to  appear  on  the  records. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  had  no  difficulty  in  arriving 
at  a  decision,  from  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  him- 
self, independent  of  his  own  observation,  that  the  peti- 
tion fell  within  the  scope  of  the  resolution.  The  peti- 
tion had  been  endorsed  by  some  one  as  a  petition  from 
these  ministers  *<to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia." 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  contended  that  the  Speaker,  as  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  House,  was  to  be  the  judge 
whether  the  petition  came  within  the  prohibition  of  the 
resolution.  The  petition  either  contravened  the  rule,  or 
it  did  not.  Of  this  the  Speaker,  was  to  be  the  judge, 
and  had  the  right  to  look  into  the  petition;  otherwise  the 
House  would  be  left  entirely  in  the  dark. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  said  that  one  half  of  the  States  were 
eternally  prevented  from  presenting  their  petitions  by 
discussions  on  this  subject.  He  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  appeal. 

Mr.  ADAMS  desired  that,  before  the  question  -was 
taken,  the  verbal  statement  he  had  made  of  the  contents 
oj  the  petition  might  be  reduced  to  writing  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  A.  was  called  to  order. 

Mr.  A.  proceeded  to  argue  that  the  Speaker  had  de- 
cided that  this  verbal  statement  should  be  made — 

The  SPEAKER  called  Mr.  A.  to  order.  The  gentle- 
man  from  Massachusetts  had  made  his  brief  statement, 
and  upon  that  brief  statement  made,  the  Chair  had  de- 
cided that  the  petition  fell  within  the  order  of  the  House. 
From  that  decision  an  appeal  was  taken;  the  previous 
question  had  been  demanded,  and  the  Chair  must  ascer- 
tain if  there  was  a  second. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  How  can  the  previous  question  be  ta- 
ken, Mr.  Speaker,  without  the  House  knowing  on  what  it 
is  to  be  taken? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  question  will  be  on 
(he  decision  of  the  Chair  on  the  memorial  presented  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
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Mr.  ADAMS.  And  whmt  is  the  memorial  presented 
by  the  {gentleman  from  Massachusetts^ 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  g^entleman  had  no  right  to 
propound  such  questions. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  presumed  he  had  a  r'ght  to  ask 
that  the  brief  statement  he  had  given  might  be  made 
known  to  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  B.  SHEPARD  asked  Mr.  Pibcknbt  to  with- 
draw tbe  previous  questiont  which  Mr.  P.  declined  to  do. 

Mr.  S.  then  said,  amidst  loud  cries  of  order,  that  South- 
cm  men  were  compelled  to  sit  and  hear  their  constituents 
insulted,  and  the  majority  of  the  House  denies  them  all 
opportunity  of  reply. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  House  seconded 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question:  Yeas  80,  nays  51. 

So  there  was  a  second. 

lir.  REED  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  main  question;  but  the  House  refused  them. 

Mr.  HOAR  asked  that  the  petition  might  be  read,  in 
order  that  he  might  understand  on  what  he  was  about 
to  vote. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  not  be  in  order. 

Mr.  HOAR  asked  if  it  would  then  please  the  Chair  to 
tell  him  on  what  he  was  about  to  vote. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  AoAXs]  had  presented  a  petition,  and  had  made 
a  brief  a  statement  of  its  contents.  The  Speaker  suppo- 
sed the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hoar]  had 
heard  that  statement. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  wished  the  Speaker  would  state 
what  that  brief  statement  was. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts would  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  be  would  take  his  seat.  [And  he 
did  so.] 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  the  part  of  the 
Spealcer  to  repeat  the  statements  made  by  members  of 
the  House. 

Mr?  ADAMS  saiif,  if  the  House  permitted,  he  was 
ready  to  repeat  his  brief  statement,  for  the  benefit  of  bis 
colleague. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion had  been  seconded,  and  he  could  not  entertain  a 
question  of  this  character  at  this  time. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  House  decided  that 
the  main  question  should  now  be  taken:  Yeas  85, 
nays  35. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  PARKER  said  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  deter- 
mine the  nature  of  the  petition  until  it  had  been  read. 

The  SPEAKER  (after  a  few  moments'  consideration) 
said  be  doubted  whether,  under  the  circumstances,  it 
would  not  be  proper  that  the  petition  should  be  read, 
that  the  members  might  determine  what  direction  should 
be  given  to  if.     It  was  very  short. 

The  petition  was  accordingly  read;  and  the  SPEAKER 
said  he  had  decided  that  it  fell  within  the  order  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  COLES  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  what  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
was. 

The  SPEAKER  said  his  decision  was,  that  the  petition 
fell  within  the  following  order  of  the  House.  [The 
Speaker  read  the  resolution  so  oRcn  referred  to.] 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  then  understood  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  to  be  on  the  verbal  statement  made  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  petition,  and  on  the  petition  itself. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  had  stated  the  question  several 
times. 

Mr.  ADAMS  wished  for  information.  Would  the  de- 
cision of  the  Speaker,  laying  tliis  petition  on  the  table, 
be  entered  on  the  journal? 


The  SPEAKER.  Unquestionably.  If  it  is  not  there 
at  the  reading  of  the  journal  to-morrow  morning,  the 
gentleman  can  require  it  to  be  put  there. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Oh,  yes,  sir,  by  the  vote  of  a  majority 
of  this  House. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Clerk  will  do  his  duly. 

And  the  main  question,  **  Shall  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House?"  was  taken, 
and  carried  :  Yeas  170,  naya  3. 

So  the  House  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

After  the  reception  and  reference  of  numerous  other 
memorials 

The  House,  at  about  half  past  4  o'clock,  adjourned^ 

TucsDAT,  Jahuabt  24. 
TRANSLATORS  TO  THE  HOUSE. 

The  unfinished  business  was  the  following  resolution, 
heretofore  reported  by  Mr.  Humtsmait,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims: 

«<  Refohed,  That  the  translator  of  the  French  aifd  Span- 
ish languages  for  this  House,  who  was  appointed  under 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Februaiy  24,  1835,  be 
continued  as  such  until  the  1st  of  February,  1838." 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  HUNTSMAN,  E. 
WHI  TTLESEY,  G.  CHAMBERS,  and  D  J.  PEARCE, 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  moved  to  recommit  the  reso- 
lution to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  with 
instructions  to  inform  the  House  what  amount  of  transla- 
tions the  individual  referred  to  had  furninbed  within  the 
last  two  years,  and  to  report  to  the  House  the  necessity, 
or  otherwfse,  of  continuing  the  said  office. 

After  some  desultory  conversation,  Mr.  E.  WHU*- 
TLESEY  withdrew  his  motion,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
C.  JOHNSON  that  the  resolution  should  lie  over  until 
the  next  session  of  Congress. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  resolution  was  re- 
jected. 

After  transacting  the  usual  morning  business,  the  Hou«e 
proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  took  up  the  bill 
for  the 

ADMISSION  OF  MICHIGAN. 

The  pending  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading — 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  that  the  fair  and  statesman- 
like manner  rn  which  the  bill  under  consideration  had  al- 
ready been  discussed  by  the  gentlemen  who  had  prece- 
ded him  was,  he  hoped,  an  omen  that  no  extrinsic  top- 
ics will  be  forced  into  this  debste;  that  at  least  one  sub- 
ject would  here  be  debated  without  conducing  to  the  ef- 
fusion of  party  spleen,  unbecoming  this  hall  and  the  high 
places  we  here  oecupy. 

After  all,  said  Mr.  V.,  this  is  not  a  very  complicated 
question.  The  truth  and  right  of  the  case,  for  which, 
he  trusted,  we  were  all  seeking,  did  not  lie  altogeth- 
er hidden  between  the  lids  of  ponderous  volumes  on 
constitutional  law.  They  were  as  well  within  the  resell 
and  capacity  of  the  plain  every-day  practical  thinker  as 
the  constitutional  scholar;  and  although  he  could  not  but 
commend  the  industry  and  research  of  his  learned  friend 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Thomas,]  although  he  was  forcibly 
struck  with  the  force  and  applicability  of  most  of  the 
authorities  which  he  cited,  and  subscribed  to  most  of  the 
doctrines  which  he  urged,  yet  he  (Mr.  V.)  fancied  that 
we  could  attain  a  safe  and  a  sound  conclusion  in  this  case, 
without  consulting  those  s:iges  and  oracles  with  whose 
cogitations  his  learned  friend  had  so  liberally  furnished  us. 

The  sovereignty  of  the  people,  their  right  to  change 
their  Government  whenever  they  please,  the  right  of 
the  majority  to  change  their  organic  law  whenever  it  be- 
comes oppressive  or  inadequate  to  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  instituted;  these,  »s  general  propositions,  had  not 
been,  and  would  not,  he  thought,  be  denied.  The  right 
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of  the  people  to  change  their  GoTernment,  (if  it  were 
doubted,^  might,  however,  be  one  question)  but  whether 
the  people  of  Michigan,  by  accepting  the  conditions  of 
admission  held  out  to  them  by  the  last  act  of  Congress, 
did,  in  fact,  work  such  a  radical  revolution  in  their  Govern- 
ment as  to  require  any  very  labored  vindication  of  the 
natural  and  inherent  right  of  man  to  throw  oif  the  yoke 
of  oppression  when  it  becomes  too  galling  to  be  borne, 
this  was  quite  another  matter.  The  two  questions  in- 
volved, as  he  understood  them,  were,  first,  have  the 
conditions  of  admission  held  out  by  the  act  of  Congress 
of  last  session  been  accepted  by  the  people  of  Michigsn? 
Secondly,  was  a  change  in  the  constitution  of  Michigan 
wrought,  or  attempted  to  be  wrought,  by  the  last  con- 
vention, which  accepted  the  conditions  prescribed  by 
the  act  of  Congress;  and  if  such  change  was,  in  effect, 
made,  was  it  made  by  a  competent  body,  and  was  it 
made  secundem  iirfem?— for  it  really  appeared  to  him  that 
there  wer«  some  gentlemen  who  looked  more  to  the  form 
than  to  the  substance  of  things. 

In  order  correctly  to  understand  the  points  that  were 
involved  in  tiiis  case,  it  was  necessary  that  we  should  un- 
derstand the  prominent  facts  that  were  connected  with 
it,  which,  as  introductory  to  the  brief  argument  he  pro- 
posed to  submit,  he  would  now  succinctly  state. 

I.  The  Territory  of  Michigan,  according  to  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  13th  of  July,  1787,  for  the  government  of 
the  Territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  was  entitled 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  as  one  of  the  confederate 
States,  when  she  contained  a  population  of  sixty  thousand 
souls.  In  June,  1835,  when  it  was  ascertained  that  this 
Territory  contained  a  population  of  more  than  one  hun- 
dred thousand  souls,  the  people  of  Michigan,  through 
the  medium  of  a  convention  chosen  for  that  purpose, 
met  and  formed  a  constitution  for  a  State  Government. 
The  preamble  to  this  constitution  declares  the  Territory 
of  Michigan  to  be  *'as  .established  by  the  act  of  Con- 
groftsof  1805,"  which  separated  the  Michigan  from  the 
Indiana  Territory.  That  act  would  seem  to  include 
within  Michigan  the  territory  that  formed  the  subject  of 
dispute  between  the  State  of  Ohio  and  Michigan.  It 
might  as  well  be  stated  here  as  elsewhere,  and  he  (Mr. 
V.)  begged  the  House  to  note  this  fuct,  the  great  impor- 
tance of  which  would  appear  from  a  portion  of  his  sub- 
sequent remarks,  that  the  territory  of  which  the  State 
of  Michigan  was  to  be  composed,  according  to  her  con- 
stitution, does  not  appear  from  the  body  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  Michigan,  and  is  desif^nated  only  in  the  preamble 
to  the  constitution.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
Michigan  came  here  with  her  constitution,  and  asked  for 
admission  into  the  Union.  A  question  as  to  disputed 
boundary  between  Ohio  and  Michigan  had  already  for 
some  time  agitated  the  great  State  of  Ohio,  and  the 
growing  and  important  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  had 
already  assumed  a  very  serious  aspect.  Congress  was 
anxious  to  restore  tranquillity  between  these  contend- 
ing parties,  and  instead  of'  absolutely  accepting  the  con- 
stitution of  Michigan,  and  admitting  her  at  once  into  the 
family  of  States,  Congress,  at  its  last  session,  passed  an 
act  by  which  the  constitution  and  State  Government 
which  the  people  of  Michigan  had  formed  was  **  ac- 
cepted, ratified,  and  confirmed,"  provided  that  a  new 
boundary  line  was  established,  by  which  the  whole  or  a 
part  of  the  disputed  territory  should  be  given  to  Ohio; 
and,  as  a  compliance  with  this  fundamental  condition  of 
admission,  Congress,  by  the  third  section  of  the  act  of 
last  session,  provided  '*  that  the  boundaries  of  Michigan, 
as  declared  by  the  act  of  Congress,  should  receive  the 
assent  of  a  convention  of  delegates  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple of  said  State  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  the 
assent  required  in  the  act  of  Congress."  In  September 
labt,  a  convention  of  delegates,  which  assembled  in  Michi- 
—  pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State 


or  Territory,  rejected  the  conditions  of  admission  held 
out  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  last  session,  by  a  vote 
of  twenty-one  to  twenty-eight.  On  the  litb  day  of 
December  last,  another  convention  assembled,  consist- 
ing of  seventy-eight  delegates,  and  unanimously  accept- 
ed of  the  conditions  contained  in  the  act  of  Congress. 
The  latter  convention  originated  through  primary  as- 
semblies of  the  people.  Af^er  the  first  convention  re- 
jected the  terms  held  out  by  the  act  of  Congress,  there 
was  an  election  for  members  of  the  Legislature,  held  ac- 
cording to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Michigan.  This 
question  of  accepting  or  rejecting  the  terms  of  admission 
proposed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  June,  1834,  was  made 
a  test  question  at  this  election {  and  it  resulted  in  the 
election  of  memt>ers  more  than  three  fourths  of  whom 
were  favorable  to  the  acceptance  of  these  terms  of  ad- 
mission. The  county  of  Washtenaw,  one  of  the  largest 
counties  in  the  State,  had  returned  seven  members  to 
the  first  convention,  (which  was  a  number  equal  to  the 
entire  majority  of  the  disagreeing  members,)  by  a  ma- 
jority of  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  votes.  Not  more 
than  1,700  votes  were  given  at  this  election,  both  for  the 
assenting  and  dissenting  members.  Af^er  the  first  con- 
vention bad  rejected  the  terms  proposed  by  the  act  of 
Congress,  many  prominent  and  respectable  citizens  of 
this  county,  convinced  that  a  very  Urge  majority  of  its 
citizens  were  opposed  to  the  result  which  the  September 
convention  had  attained,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Michigan,  requesting  him  to  call  another  cono 
vention.  His  excellency  refused  to  comply  with  this  re- 
quest, on  the  ground  that  his  power  to  call  a  convention 
was  questionable^  but,  in  his  answer  to  the  citizens  of 
Washtenaw,  who  had  thus  addressed  him,  informed  them 
that  it  was  competent  for  the  people  in  their  primary 
assemblies  to  call  another  convention,  and  recommended 
that  course  of  proceeding. 

A  convention  was  accordingly  called  by  grelt  num- 
bers of  the  people,  in  their  primary  capacity.  On  the 
5th  and  6th  days  of  December,  elections  were  held  in 
every  county  of  the  State  except  the  counties  of  Monroe 
and  Macomb.  The  judges  appointed  by  law  to  preside 
at  the  elections  in  the  State  presided  at  this,  counted 
and  returned  the  votes,  and  saw  that  the  laws  prescribing 
the  qualifications  of  voters  were  duly  observed.  The 
December  election  resulted  in  the  choice  of  seventy- 
eight  delegates,  who  subsequently  convened,  and  unani- 
mously voted  in  favor  of  coming  into  the  Union  on  the 
terms  held  out  by  the  act  of  Congress.  This  county  of 
Washtenaw,  whfch  had  given  only  seventeen  hundred 
votes  at  the  first  election,  and  elected  seven  dissenting 
members,  by  a  majority  of  only  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
one  votes,  at  the  second  election  chose  assenting  mem- 
bers by  a  large  majority,  and  gave  about  nineteen  hun- 
dred votes  for  the  assenting  members  alone.  It  also  ap- 
pears to  us  most  abundantly  that,  at  the  last  election, 
more  than  two  thousand  votes  more  were  given  for  the 
assenting  delegates  alone,  than  were  given  at  the  former 
election  for  both  assenting  and  dissenting  delegates. 

Upon  these  facts,  the  first  question  which  naturally 
arises  is,  has  the  condition  of  admission  held  out  by  the 
act  of  Congress  of  June  last  been  complied  with?  Or,  in 
other  words,  have  the  boundaries  of  Michigan,  as  de- 
clared by  the  set  of  Congress,  received  the  assent  of  a 
convention  of  delegates  elected  by  the  people  of  Michi-  . 
gan  "  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  the  assent  required 
by  the  act  of  Congress?" 

As  to  this  point,  said  Mr.  V.,  it  roust  be  observed  that 
although  the  third  section  Cf  the  act  of  Congress  of  last 
session  required  the  assent  of  a  convention  elected  by 
the  people  of  Michigan,  yet  it  did  not  declare  by  whom, 
or  by  what  author ^y,  an  election  for  such  convention 
should  be  ordered.  It  does  not  provide  that  it  shall  be 
called  by  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  as  there  was  no 
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Legislatare  there  that  was  recg^nised  by  Gong^rets.  The 
history  of  the  act  of  Congress  conclusively  shows  that 
such  was  the  sense  of  Congress  when  the  act  passed.  By 
a  reference  to  the  journals  of  the  Senate  of  last  session, 
it  would  be  found  that  the  bi)l«  as  originally  reported  to 
the  Senate*  provided  that  this  condition  "  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  and  to  their  Sen- 
ators in  Congress,  and  the  member  elected  to  this  House." 
An  amemlment  was  moved,  to  strike  out  this  provision, 
and  refer  the  subject  directly  to  the  people,  on  the 
ground  that  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  as  a  sovereign 
State.  WM  a  body  that  Congress  would  not  recognise  be- 
fore her  admission  into  the  Union  was  consummated. 
The  Territorial  Governor  bad  resigned,  or  disappeared, 
the  Legislature  of  the  Territory,  which  had  for  so  many 
years  convened  in  a  Territorial  chsracter,  was  no  longer 
hi  existence,  and  there  was.  therefore,  no  intermediate 
body  with  whom  Congress  could  or  would  treat  in  so 
important  a  matter  as  this.  Hence  Congress,  by  the  act 
of  June,  1835,  dealt  not  with  the  Legislature,  but  with 
the  people  of  Michigan  t  and  the  true  question,  therefore, 
was.  whether  the  last  convention,  elected  in  the  manner 
and  under  the  circumstances  which  characterized  the 
election  of  its  delegates,  sufficiently  proved  the  sense  of 
a  majority  of  the  people  of  Michigan. 

This,  said  Mr.  V.,  was  altof^ether  a  question  of  fact; 
and.  to  dispose  of  it  satisfactorily,  a  moment's  recurrence 
to  the  evidence  in  the  case  was  necessary.  And  upon 
this  branch  of  the  case  there  waa  one  circumstance  which 
appeared  to  him  entirely  conclusive.  The  second  con- 
vention was  held  on  the  15tb  day  of  December,  the 
election  of  the  delegates  which  composed  it  was  fair  and 
openly  held  in  all  the  counties  of  the  State  except  two. 
The  proceedings  of  the  second  convention  were  noto- 
rious to  erery  citizen  of  the  State;  it  waa  well  known 
that  a  messenger  had  been  despatched  to  Washington 
(a  personage  no  less  than  the  president  of  the  conven- 
tion) with  the  proceedings  of  the  convention,  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  an  immediate  admission  of  Michi- 
gan into  the  Union,  on  the  ground  that  she  had  complied 
with  the  terms  proposed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  June 
last;  the  aubject  had  been  openly  and  earnestly  discua^ied 
in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  weeks  ago.  and 
yet  not  a  whisper  of  remonstrance  had  been  beard  from 
any  quarter.  Should  not  this  circumstance  irresistibly 
lead  us  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  good  ground  for 
the  statement  of  the  honorable  Senators  and  Representa^ 
tive  elect  from  Michigan,  when  they  tell  us  they  are 
satisfied  that  three  fourths  of  the  people  of  Michigan 
anxiously-  deaire  admission  into  the  Union,  even  on  the 
hard  condition  of  admission  prescribed  by  Congress^ 
Wtio  can.  who  dare,  doubt  as  to  the  real  sense  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  upon  this  subject,  with  this  circum- 
stance staring  him  in  the  face^  But  there  were  other 
items  of  evidence,  tending  to  show  that  the  last  conven- 
tion or  last  election  formed  a  good  criterion  of  the  popu- 
lar win.  It  would  be  recollected  that  at  the  last  con- 
vention more  than  two  thousand  more  votes  were  given 
for  the  assenting  delegates  alone,  than  were  given  at  the 
former  election  for  both  assenting  and  dissenting  dele- 
gates together.  Nor  was  this  all;  he  (Mr.  V.)  had  al- 
ready stated,  that  after  the  first  convention  had  rejected 
the  terms  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress,  and  in  the 
month  of  November  last,  an  election  was  held  for  mem- 
bers of  the  tiegislature  of  Michigan.  The  question 
whether  she  should  come  into  the  Union  on  the  terms 
prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress  was  a  test  question  at 
this  election,  and  it  resulted  in  the  election  of  about 
three  fourths  of  the  candidates  who  were  in  favor  of  as- 
senting to  the  condition  of  admission  to  the  two  branches 
of  the  Legislature.  To  these  circumstances  might  be 
superadded  the  very  material  fact,  that  thia  county  of 
Washtenaw,  which  had  originally  returned  the  aeven  dis- 


senting delegates  who  constituted  the  majority  at  the 
first  convention,  elected,  for  the  second  convention,  dele- 
gated favorable  to  the  terms  of  admission  prescribed  by 
the  act  of  Congress,  and  that  too  by  a  vote  so  decisive  ai 
to  leave  no  room  to  doubt  the  then  state  of  feeling  on 
this  subject  in  that  large  and  very  Important  county. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  a  very  inconsiderable  number 
of  the  peraons  who  were  qualified  to  vote  actually  voted 
at  the  second  election.  We  are  told  that  in  December 
last  the  Territory  of  Michigan  contained  about  twohun* 
dred  thousand  souls,  and  that  only  nine  thousand  votes 
were  given  for  the  delegates  chosen  at  this  second  ooa- 
vention.  It  mutt  be  recollected,  in  regard  to  this  point, 
that  a  residence  of  six  months  In  the  State  is  one  of  the 
qualificationa  of  an  elector  in  Michigan;  and  that  it 
appears,  from  the  documents  before  us.  that  about  fifty 
thousand  of  the  non-resident's  of  Michigan  moved  into 
the  State  ^between  the  1st  day  of  June  and  the  1st  day 
of  December  last,  none  of  whom  were  qualified  to  vote. 
This  argument,  founded  upon  the  inconsiderable  num* 
her  of  voters,  amounts  to  nothing,  86  long  as  it  appears 
that  about  two  thousand  more  votes  were  given  for  the 
assenting  delegates  at  the  last  convention  than  were  given 
at  the  former  convention  for  the  assenting  and  dissenting 
delegates  together;  and  the  same  gentlemen,  who  con* 
teiKl  that  it  was  competent  for  delegates  chosen  by  much 
less  than  seven  thousand  voters  at  the  first  convention  to 
give  a  valid  negative  to  the  terms  prescribed  by  Con- 
gress, tell  us  that  it  was  not  competent  for  delegates 
chosen  by  at  leaat  nine  thousand  electors  for  the  second 
convention  to  give  a  valid  afiirmative.  This  was.  in  his 
(Mr.  Y'tf)  estimation,  very  strange  argument.  But. 
more  than  this,  he  was  not  altogether  prepared  to  admit 
that  nine  thousand  voters  were  so  inconsiderable  a  num- 
ber of  the  qualified  electors  of  Michigan,  especially  in 
these  piping  times  of  peace.  Those  who  remained 
home,  and'  did  not  vote,  must  certainly  be  deemed  to 
have  assented  to  the  terms  held  out  by  Congress.  There 
were  many  congressional. districts  in  the  State  which  he 
had  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  that  contained  nine 
thousand  voters.  On  occasions  when  there  was  not 
much  public  excitement,  some  of  these  districts  would 
not  probably  give  more  than  five  thousand  votes,  and  the 
prevailing  candidate  might  be,  and  no  dqubt  frequently 
was.  elected  by  three  thousand  votes.  Still,  no  one  would 
doubt  the  validity  of  his  election  on  this  ground.  Could 
not  these  nine  thousand  voters  have  elected  a  Governor 
and  Representative  to  Congress?  Why,  then,  hold  them 
so  entirely  impotent  in  regard  to  this  subject.^ 

II.  It  has  been  strenuously  contended  that  this  act  of 
acceptance  of  the  aecond  convention  works  an  alteration 
of  the  constitution  of  Michigan;  and  it  is  urged,  in  the 
ssme  breath,  that  the  latter  convention  bad  no  right,  in 
this  form,  to  make  such  alteration. 

This  objection,  were  it  a  sound  one,  would  be  as  sp- 
plicable  to  the  doings  of  the  first  as  those  of  the  second 
convention.  The  first  convention  was  called  by  the 
Legialature  of  Michigan;  and  if,  as  had  been  contended, 
the  people  of  Michigan  had  no  right  to  call  a  convention 
with  power  in  any  manner  to  alter,  amend,  or  modify 
their  constitution,  in  any  other  mode  than  that  prescribed 
by  the  constitution  of  Michigan  itself,  he  would  ask  what 
authority  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  had  to  call  a  con- 
vention for  such  purpose?  If  the  Legi.<ilature  had  a 
right  to  disregard  the  mode  pointed  out  by  the  constitu- 
tion, had  not  the  sovereign  people  of  Michigan  an  equal 
right?  The  constitution  of  Michigan  prescribes  the 
mode,  and  the  only  mode,  in  which  it  may  be  amended^ 
According  to  the  eleventh  article  of  the  constitution  of 
Michigan,  ''any  amendment  or  amendments  to  the  con- 
stitution may  be  proposed  in  the  Senate  or  House  of 
Representatives;  and  if  the  same  shall  be  agreed  to  by 
a  majority  of  the  members  elected  to  each  of  the  two 
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Houses,  such  proposed  amendment  or  amendments  shall 
be  entered  on  their  journals,  with  the  yeas  and  nays 
taken  thereon,  and  referred  to  the  Legislature  then  next 
to  be  chosen,  and  shall  be  published  for  three  months 
previous  to  the  making  such  choice.  And  if,  in  the 
Legislature  next  to  be  chosen,  such  proposed  amend- 
ment or  amendments  shall  be  agreed  to  by  two  thirds  of 
all  the  members  elected  (o  each  House,  then  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  submit  such  proposed 
amendment  or  amendments  to  the  people,  in  such  man- 
ner and  at  such  time  as  the  Legislature  shall  prescribe; 
and  if  the  people  shall  approve  and  ratify  such  amend- 
ment or  amendments  by  a  majority  of  the  electors  quali- 
fied to  vote  for  members  of  the  Legislature  voting  there- 
on, such  amendment  or  amendments  shall  become  part 
of  the' constitution." 

Here,  said  Mr.  V.,  we  have  the  mode  of  amending  the 
constitution  of  Michigan  clearly  pointed  out  to  us.  What 
stronger  right  had  the  Legislature  than  the  people  to 
call  a  convention  to  amend  the  constitution? — (if  there 
were  indeed  any  amendment  of  the  constitution  in  the 
matter.)  It  was  certainly  too  late  to  make  this  objec- 
tion now.  If  it  ever  was  sound,  (which  he  very  much 
doubted,)  it  ought  to  have  been  urged  against  the  pas- 
ssge  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  last  session.  Congress, 
when  that  act  was  passed,  had  the  constitution  of  Michi- 
gan lying  before  it.  It  knew  that  the  Legislature  of 
Michigan  (a  body  which  Congress  had  never  yet  abso- 
lutely recognised)  would  have  no  right  to  give  a  bind- 
ing assent,  if  it  were  true,  as 'some  eentlemen  contended, 
that  such  assent  involved  an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion; and  Congress,  therefore,  instead  of  referring  it  to 
any  intermediate  agency,  whose  powers  were  defined 
and  limited,  at  once  referred  the  matter  to  the  sovereign 

Sower,  the  people  of  Michigan.  Where  were  the  vigi- 
int  guardians  of  the  constitution  of  Michigan  when  the 
act  of  Congress  passed,  recognising  the  right  of  the  sov- 
ereign people,  through  a  convention,  to  accept  of  the 
terms  contained  in  the  act?  They  were  not  then  at 
their  posts,  for  this  act  passed  very  quietly  through  Con- 
gress, and  no  gentleman,  to  his  (Mr.  V's)  knowledge, 
then  imagined  that,  by  referring  the  subject  to  the  ar- 
bitrament of  the  people,  we  were  authorizing  measures 
that  were  anarchical  and  revolutionary.  But  if  the  act 
of  acceptance  by  the  last  convention  did  alter  the  con- 
stitution of  Michigan,  if  it  were  true  that  that  Territory 
has  so  much  of  the  essence  of  the  constitution  of  a  State  as 
thst  ft  small  portion  of  disputed  territory  could  not  be 
added  or  subtracted  without  working  an  alteration  of 
the  constitution  of  such  State,  he  would,  in  such  event, 
contend  that  it  was  competent  for  the  people,  through 
the  medium  of  the  convention  chosen  by  them  for  such 
purpose,  to  make  such  alteration.  When  the  people  of 
Michigan  made  their  constitution,  prescribing  the  mode 
of  amending  it,  as  above  quoted,  with  whom  did  they 
contract?  They  contracted  with  tberoselvesi  and  have 
they  not  a  right  to  revoke  what  they  themselves  have  or- 
dained? They  contracted  with  themselves,  and  havea  per- 
fect right  to  exonerate  themselves  from  the  binding  force 
of  the  contract.  The  Legislature  is  the  creature  of  the 
constitution,  and  is  therefore  under  it.  It  has  no  life 
and  capacity  other  than  what  it  draws  from  the  latter. 
The  constitution,  on  the  other  hand,  is  the  creature  of 
the  people.  It  is  their  potential  will  alone  that  gave  it 
all  its  etficacy  and  binding  force.  As  had  well  been  ob- 
served by  one  of  the  commentators  cited  by  his  friend 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Thoxas,]  the  constitution  was,  in 
relation  to  the  people,  like  clay  in  the  hands  of  the 
potter.  They  could  mould  and  fashion  it  as  their  sense 
of  patriotism,  or  Iheir  views  of  public  good,  might  dic- 
tate. 

But  it  had  been  urged,  that  although  the  people  are 
sovereign,  they  can  only  act  through  a  legal  organization 


when  they  undertake  to  change  their  organic  law;  that 
is  to  say,  through  the  medium  of  forms  and  regulations, 
as  to  time  and  manner,  prescribed  by  their  Legislature. 

This  doctrine,  said  Mr.  V.,  is  contrary  to  the  whole 
theory  and  sprit  of  our  institutions.  It  puts  the  servant 
above  his  master,  the  creature  above  his  creator.  Ac- 
cording to  this  doctrine,  if  the  people  are  suffering 
grievances,  be  they  ever  so  intolerable,  and  their  law- 
makers do  not  take  the  incipient  steps  towards  remedy- 
ing them,  the  people  in  their  sovereign  capacity  are  en- 
tirely impotent.  The  idea  that  every  peaceable  move- 
ment of  the  people  to  change  their  organic  law  is  a  fac- 
tious or  rebellious  movement  is  indeed  monstrous.  But 
it  was  more  particularly  unsound,  when  applied  to  the 
subject-matter  now  under  consideration;  for  be  it  re- 
membered, that  id  the  conditional  compact  which  we 
made  here,  in  the  overture  which  we  held  out  by  the 
act  of  last  session,  we  knew  nothing  about  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Michigan.  We  recognised  no  authority  but  the 
sovereign  people  of  a  particular  Territory,  over  which, 
until  they  accepted  of  our  condition  of  admission  into  the 
family  of  States,  we  had  a  right  to  execute  jurisdiction. 
The  Territory  of  Michigan  was  ours;-  he  meant  so  far  as 
sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  were  concerned.  When 
called  upon  to  surrender  this  sovereignty  and  this  juris- 
diction, we  had  a  right  to  prescribe  our  own  conditions, 
so  long  as  they  were  reasonable  and  consistent  with  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  if  we  were  satis- 
fied that  those  conditions  had  been  substantially,  not 
technically,  complied  with,  it  was  not  only  our  right, 
but  our  duty,  to  make  the  promised  surrender.  We 
were  dealing,  as  it  were,  with  our  own;  not  with  a  com- 
munity whose  sovereignty  and  State  independence  we 
had  already  absolutely  recognised.  We  would  not  rec- 
ognise Michigan  as  a  sovereign  confederate  State  un- 
til she  complied  with  a  certain  condition;  and  whether 
that  condition  had  or  had  not  been  substantially  complied 
with  was  a  question  of  fact,  easy  to  be  determined. 

While  upon  this  brsnch  of  the  subject,  said  Mr.  V., 
be  would  say  a  word  or  two  as  to  the  nature  and  weight 
of  the  evidence  upon  which  the  friends  of  the  bill  r^ly, 
for  the  purpose  of  proving  the  sense  of  the  people  of 
Michigan.  It  had  been  remarked  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  IIabdiv,]  that  the  evidence 
was  not  altogether  satisfactory,  and  that  it  was  not  the 
character  and  degree  of  evidence  upon  which  we  could 
safely  rely  as  the  basis  of  our  legislation.  He  entirely 
diff*ered  from  the  honorable  gentleman  upon  this  point. 
The  evidence  was  not  only  lull  and  overflowing,  but 
emanated  from  sources  that  we  could  not  but  respect, 
it  came  to  us,  too,  fortified  with  the  strong  circumstance 
that  no  effort  had  been  made  to  impeach  or  falsify  U  in 
any  particular.  Indeed,  it  would  almost  seem  that  the 
disagreeing  members  of  the  first  convention  bad  them- 
selves been  converted  to  the  faith  of  those  from  whom, 
at  first,  they  had  dissented;  for  not  a  syllable,  by  way  of 
protest,  had  been  heard  from  them.  There  was  the 
official  communication  of  General  Williams,  the  president 
of  the  convention,  informing  us  of  the  doings  of  the  con- 
vention. There  was  the  assent  of  the  members  of  the 
convention,  duly  signed  by  them,  to  the  condition  re- 
quired by  the  act  of  Congress;  there  was  the  letter  of 
the  Senators  in  Congress,  and  the  Uepresentative  cho- 
sen to  this  House,  from  Michigan,  containing  answers  to 
interrogatories  propounded  to  them  by  the  committee  of 
this  House  to  whom  the  bill  on  your  table  had  been  re- 
ferred; there  was  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  the  Govern- 
or of  Michigan,  and  letters  from  various  other  gen- 
tlemen, well  known  to  most' of  the  members  of  this 
House,  all  going  to  prove  the  facts  which  he  ( Mr.  V. ) 
had  detailed  in  the  introduction  of  his  argument.  And 
was  not  this  evidence  abundant,  especially  when  viewed 
in  connexion  with  the  fact  that  not  a  word  of  dissent 
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or  remonstrance  bad  been  heard  from  any  quarter? 
"What  evidence  do  you  require  as  a  legitimate  basis  for 
legislative  action?  Do  you  want  seals,  and  bonds,  and 
records,  and  pubscribin^  witnesses,  when  you  have  no 
reasonable  room  to  doubt  as  to  the  fact  which  is  to  form 
the  ground  of  your  legislation?  Legislative  bodies  are 
not  so  trammelled  with  form  and  technicality  as  all  this 
would  seem  to  indicate.  They  pass  very  important  laws 
upon  mere  newspaper  accounts  or  representations. 
Does  ft  tremendous  fire  lay  waste  a  valuable  portion  of 
your  great  commercial  emporium?  You  extend  relief 
to  some  of  the  sufferers,  without  first  sending  forth  a 
commission  to  take  testimony,  and  report  whether  the 
devouring  element  has  indeed  committed  the  ravages 
told  of  by  public  journals  and  private  letters.  Do  the 
public  journals  tell  you  that  vessels  are  wrecked  and 
hundreds  of  lives  lost  upon  your  coast,  in  consequence  of 
a  want  of  energy,  vigilance,  and  efBciency,  in  the  pilots 
whose  duty  it  is  to  point  out  the  safe  passages  to  your 
harbors?  Tou  at  once  recollect  that  the  constitution  has 
committed  to  your  hands  the  great  trust  of  regulating 
commerce,  and  you  forthwith  set  about  inquiring  the 
ways  and  means  you  had  best  put  in  requisition  to  pre- 
vent ft  recurrence  of  such  shocking  catastrophes;  and 
that,  too,  without  first  appointing  a  committee  tu  inquire 
how  many  ill-fated  mortals  had  fallen  victims  to  your 
past  remissness.  He  who  will  not  believe  the  testimony 
accumulated  upon  the  points — firs%  that  the  election  for 
delegates  to  the  second  convention  were  fairly  conduct- 
ed; second,  that  the  votes  for  the  assenting  delegates  for 
(he  last  convention  exceeded,  by>  large  majority,  that 
for  both  assenting  and  disagreeing  delegates  for  the  first 
convention;  and,  thirdly,  that  at  least  four  fifths  of  the 
sovereign  people  of  Michigan  would  rather  come  into 
the  Union  upon  what  they  deemed  the  bard  terms  propo- 
sed by  the  act  of  last  session  of  Congress,  rather  than  be 
longer  postponed — those  who  are  yet  unbelievers  in 
these  several  propositions  must  be  sceptical  in  the  ex- 
trenie. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Haa- 
Di2ff]  has  asked  me,  in  a  tone  of  triumph,  and  chal- 
lenged me  to  answer  him,  whether  there  could  be  in 
Michigan  a  constitutional  Government  and  a  revolutiona- 
ry Government  in  operation  at  one  and  at  the  same  time. 
8ir»  said  Mr.  V.,  the  gentleman  he^  the  question 
when  he  assumes  that  it  is  necessary  for  our  purpose  to 
show  that  a  constitutional  Government  and  a  revolution- 
ary Government  can  legitimately  coexist  in  a  State. 
He  contended,  as  will  be  remembered,  that  there  wsa 
no  constitutional  Government  in  Michigan,  which  Con- 
gress had  absolutely  recognised,  up  to  the  time  of  the 
second  convention.  Congress  had,  be  it  always  remem- 
bered, made  no  absolute  recognition  of  any  power  in 
Michigan  but  that  which  was  lodged  in  the  people  of 
the  Territory.  The  gentleman,  in  one  part  of  his  speech, 
admitted  that  Michigan  had  been  somewhat  irregular  in 
her  first  movement;  that,  strictly  speaking,  she  could 
not  change  her  Territorial  relation,  and  form  a  State 
constitution,  without  first  obtaining  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress; but  that  Congress,  if  it  saw  fit,  could  waive  the  ir- 
regularity of  the  proceedings  of  the  people  or  Michigan, 
and  ratify  and  affirm  their  doings.  The  gentleman  had 
further  contended  that  the  first  convention  was  the  fruit 
of  the  constitutional  Government,  and  that  the  last  con- 
vention was  an  emanation  of  the  revolutionary  Govern- 
ment. Sir,  Slid  Mr.  V.,  both  were  equally  revolution- 
ary in  their  character,  if  an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion was  effected  by  the  acceptance  of  the  terms  propo- 
sed by  Congress.  It  had  already  too  often  been  said  that 
there  was  but  one  mode  of  amending  the  constitution  of 
Michigan,  according  to  the  organic  law  which  the  peo- 
ple of  that  State  had  adopted;  and  that  the  first  conven- 
tion aras  no  more  the  child  of  that  constitution  than  was 
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the  second.  Under  and  according  to  that  constitution, 
the  first  convention  had  no  right  to  amend  it. 

We  have,  said  Mr.  V.,  heard  a  great  deal  said  about 
revolutions,  and  some  portions  of  the  elaborate  argument 
of  his  friend  from  Maryland,  as  to  the  right  of  the  peo- 
ple to  revolutionize  their  Government,  able  as  it  was, 
was,  (he  spoke  with  great  deference  to  the  superior  abil- 
ity and  experience  of  that  gentleman,)  he  humbly  appre- 
hended, somewhat  calculated  to  mislead  those  who  had 
not  attended  very  strictly  to  the  facts  and  to  the  true 
points  in  this  case.  It  was  calculated  to  induce  the  sus- 
picion or  fear  that  some  terrible  revolution  may  have 
been  wrought  tbei;e.  Sir,  there  has  been  no  revolution 
in  the  Government  of  Michigan.  Though  a  little  terri- 
tory may  have  been  taken  from  her  at  one  end,  and  a 
little  more  may  have  been  added  at  another,  all  the 
guarantees  thrown  around  the  rights  of  person  and  prop- 
erty, by  the  constitution  of  Michigan,  vere  still  there, 
unchanged  and  unmodifted  in  any  particular.  Was  the 
Government  provided  by  the  constitution  of  Michigan 
republican?  It  is  still  so.  Did  it  secure  the  freedom 
off  conscience  and  religion,  and  the  freedom  of  the 
press?  It  still  does.  Did  it  prescribe  and  define  the 
duties  of  the  executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  branch- 
es of  the  Government^  It  still  does.  Did  it  prescribe 
the  qualifications  of  electors?  It  still  does.  Did  it  se- 
cure the  citizen  against  unwarrantable  searches  and 
seizures,  and  guaranty  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  ?  It  still 
does.  All  these  fundamental  provisions — ^the  life  and 
soul  and  essence  of  the  constitution — are  still  there,  not- 
withstanding the  terrible  revolution  we  have  heard  so 
much  of.  What,  then,  is  this  monstrous  revolution,  this 
radical  change  of  the  constitution,  about  which  we  have 
heard  such  doleful  jeremiads?  Why,  sir,  a  little  piece 
of  territory  has  been  taken  from  one  end  of  the  State, 
and  a  little  more  than  an  equivalent  has  been  added  to 
the  other,  and  all  with  the  consent  and  direction  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  before  Michigan  had  ab- 
solutely passed  from  under  her  tutelage,  and  with  the 
consent,  too,  of  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  Michi- 
gan. 

This,  said  Mr.  Y.,  brought  him  to  another  point,  up- 
on which  he  proposed  to  dwell  for  only  a  moment.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  admit  that  territory  was  so  much  of 
the  essence  of  even  a  regularly  organized  Slate  (not  to 
mention  a  mere  Territory)  as  that  a  little  addition  to,  or 
subtraction  from,  the  territory  which  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  State  originally  covered,  could  not  be  made  without 
altering  or  amending  its  constitution.  The  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  when  it  was  framed  and  adopted, 
did  not  contemplate  the  addition  of  Louisiana  or  Florida. 
It  did  not  originally  cover  either;  and  yet  thia  immense 
territory  was  purchased,  and  your  federal  jurisdiction 
was  extended  over  it,  without  amending  your  federal 
constitution.  Constitutions,  after  all,  seemed  to  be  a 
little  more  elastic,  or  a  little  more  capable  of  contraction, 
than  many  gentlemen  seemed  to  imagine.  There  have 
been  various  controversies  between  States,  respecting 
disputed  boundary  lines;  and  they  have  all  been  settled 
without  feeling  it  necessary  to  amend  their  constitutions, 
and  without  dreaming  that  their  constitutions  were  in 
effect  amended  thereby.  New  York,  long  after  the 
adoption  of  her  constitution,  claimed  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  what  is  now  Vermont.  She  relinquished  all 
claim  of  jurisdiction  over  it,  without  ever  supposing 
that  her  constitution  was  amended  by  the  operation. 
But,  sir,  let  us  come  down  to  a  liter  period.  For  many 
years,  and  until  very  lately,  there  has  been  a  controver- 
sy between  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  respecting  the 
true  boundary  line  between  those  two  contiguous  Statet . 
The  gallant  Jerseymen  were  very  pugnacious  when  they 
fancied  that  the  Empire  State  vas  disposed  to  trespass 
upon  their  0}stcr  beds.     The  matter  was  once  brought 
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before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Slates,  and  had, 
as  he  believed,  been  finally  adjusted,  without  any 
amendment  of  constitutions  on  either  side.  The  States, 
through  their  Legislatures,  were  constantly  ceding  juris- 
diction to  the  United  States,  for  military  or  naval  pur- 
poses; and  all  this,  too,  without  amending  their  constitu- 
tions. Constitutions,  said  Mr.  V.,  are  organic  laws,  that 
guard  the  cardinal  rights  of  States  and  communities;  and 
if,  in  the  progress  of  events,  a  small  portion  of  territory, 
or  a  few  members  of  the  community,  once  shielded  by 
this  law,  be  severed  from  it,  it  is  idle  to  say  that  it  is  not 
operative  and  binding  upon  the  main  body  that  remain^ 
without  resorting  to  the  process  of  amendment. 

A  change  in  the  constitution  of  a  State,  a  revolution  in 
Government,  is  something  more  than  the  loss  of  a  few 
miles  jbf  disputed  territory  over  which  the  Government 
was  originally  extended.  It  is  not  quite  so  insignificant 
an  affair.  It  is  not  a  gentle  breeze,  that  merely  tears 
off  a  branch  or  a  leaf,  but  a  tornado,  that  sweeps  away 
the  main  pillars  and  the  very  corner  stones  of  the  edi- 
fice, and  levels  the  old  order  of  things  to  the  ground. 
It  shakes  whole  nations,  and  marks  its  career  with  deso- 
lation and  blood.  To  call  the  orderly  proceedings  of 
the  free  people  of  Michigan,  in  this  instance,  a  revolu- 
tion, is  indeed  contradicting  all  our  former  notions  of 
revolutions  of  Government.  It  is  disparaging  and  libel- 
ling that  great  and  glorious  struggle  which  secured  to 
us  the  right  of  sitting  here,  and  legislating  for  a  great,  a 
free,  and  a  happy  people. 

At  the  same  time  that  he  deemod  it  unnecessary  for 
the  purposes  of  the  question  immediately  before  the 
House  to  have  gone  into  all  the  profound  and  elementa- 
ry learning  extant,  as  to  the  right  of  the  people  to  retort 
to  this  extreme  remedy,  he  did  not  wish  to  be  consider- 
ed as  entirely  repudiating  the  doctrines  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Thomas.]  Deny  to  the  people 
the  right  of  changing  their  Government,  when  it  becomes 
either  oppressive  or  inadequate  to  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  instituted,  and  you  deny  the  very  cause 
which  gave  existence  to  us  as  a  nation.  You  open 
sources  of  sovereignty  other  than  those  which  your 
fathers  taught  you,  and  array  yourselves  against  the 
principles  which  were  promulgated  to  the  world  in  that 
immortal  instrument  which  declared  your  independence 
AS  a  nation.  But,  sir,  neither  the  tirne  nor  the  occasion 
will  justify  my  going  into  an  elaborate  disquisition  on  the 
inherent  rights  of  man  and  the  origin  of  government. 

It  has  been  asked,  and  will  doubtless  again  be  asked, 
if  Michigan  was  not,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  sov- 
ereign State  when  you  passed  the  law  or  the  last  session 
admitting  her  into  the  Union,  after  she  should  have  ex- 
ecuted certain  conditions  on  her  part,  how  could  she 
choose  Senators  in  Congress,  and  a  Representative  to 
this  House,  before  the  act  of  Congress  had  passed?  The 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Hardin]  had  himself 
given  the  answer  to  this.  He  had  told  us  that  although 
the  proceedings  of  Michigan,  in  forming  a  State  consti- 
tution and  organizing  a  State  Government,  were  prema- 
ture and  irregular,  yet  it  was  competent  for  Congress  to 
waive  this  irregularity,  and  to  ratify  and  confirm  what 
Michigan  bad  thus  done.  There  is  a  difference  between 
adopting  and  ratifying  an  unauthorized  thing  after  it  is 
done,  and  authorizing  the  doing  of  it  before  it  is  dune. 
You  are  constantly  passing  laws  confirming  titles  that 
are  either  void  or  voidable,  yet  it  does  nut  follow  from 
this  that  the  title  which  you  are  thus  called  upon  to  per- 
fect was  good  before  your  act  of  confirmation  passed. 
The  adoption  and  ratification  of  an  act,  originally  irreg- 
ular, by  a  party  competent  to  adopt  or  ratify,  legalizes 
the  act  from  its  inception.  If,  as  between  individuals,  a 
narty,  professing  to  be  your  agent,  usurps  authority 
H  he  had  atrictly  no  right  to  exercise,  and  does  an 
>ich  he  had  no  right  to  do,  and  you  afterwards 


adopt  and  ratify  the  act,  you  make  him  your  agent  from 
the  beginning.  Mr.  Y.  said  there  were  too  many  law- 
yer%  and,  if  not  lawyers,  too  many  gentlemen  of  sound 
discrimination  and  strong  common  sense,  now  in  his 
hearing,  to  require  him  longer  to  dilate  upon  this  topic. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  V.,  I  have  now  said,  upon  the  points  in- 
volved in  this  case,  all  that  I  demeed  myself  called  upon 
to  say,  as  a  member  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  to 
which  this  whole  subject  was  referred.  I  have  attempt- 
ed, as  is  ever  my  study,  so  to  discuss  this  subject  as  to 
give  offence  to  no  gentleman,  and  have  endeavored  to 
exclude  from  my  discourse,  feeble  as  it  has  been,  all 
extraneous  topics.  I  will  not  so  far  degrade  the  prcud 
place  to  which  my  constituents  have  here  elevated  me  aa 
to  pervert  it  on  every  occasion  into  the  means  of  pourinr 
forth  party  tirades  against  political  adversaries.  Therr: 
are  duties  and  topics  that  belong  to  the  stump  and  the 
electioneering  rostrum,  and  there  are  duties  and  topics  that 
appropriately  belong  to  your  balls  of  legislation.  There 
is  a  style,  a  tone,  and  a. temper,  that  may  well  become 
the  harangue  occaaions  of  political  gladiators  elsewhere, 
and  which  illy  accords  with  the  dignity  and  amenity  that 
should  always  be  observed  in  your  halls  of  legislation 
I  wish  not,  sir,  to  assume  the  odious  office  of  censor  ot 
the  habits  and  practices  of  this  House.  I  claim  no  ex- 
emption from  those  that  are  exceptionable.  Stand ing, 
then,  in  the  relation  of  partieepa  mmtnis,  I  « ill  take  oc- 
casion to  say,  that  while  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
in  this  House,  there  has  been  genially  too  great  an  in« 
clination  in  gentlemen  here  to  wander  from  the  true 
point  under  debate,  too  great  a  propensity  to  deal  in 
common-place  party  denunciation,  rather  than  illustrate 
great  questions  of  principle  with  fair,  with  terse  and 
statesmanlike  logic.  Amid  the  thousand  speeches  that 
are  constantly  thrown  off  here  about  matters  and  things 
in  general,  compact,  well-digested,  and  instructive  argu- 
ments are  indeed  "like  angels'  visits,  few  and  far  be« 
tween."  It  was  not  so,  sir,  in  the  early  days  of  the 
republic,  when  your  Madisons,  your  Hamillons,  yoar 
Marshalls,  and  your  Ellsworths,  illustrated  the  an- 
nals of  your  legislation.  We  now,  at  this  late  day,  con- 
stantly consult  their  speeches,  as  if  they  were  the,  giAs 
of  oracles.  It  is,  sir,  because,  when  they  entered  the 
sacred  halls  of  legislation,  they  disdained  the  miserable 
iraahy  ephemeasl  party  topics  of  the  day,  and  dwelt  only 
on  questions  of  interest.  Yes,  their  giant  intellects 
grappled  only  with  great  subjects  of  principle,  that 
concerned  the  public  weal,  not  only  for  a  day  or  a  year, 
but  for  ages  to  come.  It  is  high  time,  sir,  that  we 
should  begin  to  emulate  their  example.  It  is  high  time 
that  we  begin  to  realize  that  the  people  did  not  send  ut 
here  as  schoolmasters,  to  teach  them  what  candidates 
they  had  better  honor  with  their  confidence,  and  to  tell 
them  of  the  foibles  or  the  virtues  of  the  ins  or  the  outs, 
but  as  agents  to  originate  measures  and  enact  laws  that 
may  conduce  to  their  permanent  happiness  and  pros- 
perity. 

When  Mr.  Vah-sxiipoel  had  taken  his  seat, 
Mr.  TOUCEY  addressed  the  House  as  follows:  No 
one,  Mr.  Speaker,  rejoices  more  than  I  do  that  the 
time  has  arrived  when  the  just  rights  of  the  people  of 
Michigan,  as  a  State  of  this  Union,  arc  to  be  acknowl- 
edged and  regarded.  After  every  obstacle  seemed  to 
have  been  removed,  and  every  difficulty  overcome,  new 
difficulties  and  new  obstacles  have  sprung  up,  and  the 
ground  is  contested  to  the  very  last  moment.  With  the 
right  secured  to  her,  by  the  fundamental  compact  of  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  to  form  a  constituttf>n  and  State  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  an  inde- 
pendent State,  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  other 
States,  whenever  her  population  should  be  sixty  thou- 
sand in  number,  she  applied  to  Congress  to  provide  by 
law  for  that  event,  and   was  told  there  was  no  time 
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then  to  attend  to  her  demand.  She  applied  again  and 
again,  and  the  message  was  still  borne  to  her,  that  Con- 
gress was  not  yet  ready.  Having  a  population  far  ex- 
ceeding sixty  thousand,  no  longer  waiting  for  a  prelimi- 
nary law  of  Congress  she  proceeded,  under  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  which  is  of  higher  obligation  thim  any 
law,  as  unchangeable  and  more  so  than  the  constitution 
Itself,  formed  a  constitution  and  State  Government,  and 
presented  herself  at  the  doors  of  Congress  for  admis- 
sion. She  was  again  told  that  we  were  not  yet  ready, 
that  her  boundary  was  not  settled,  that  her  claims  con- 
flicted with  those  of  another  State,  that  we  had  un- 
bounded authority  to  settle  that  controversy,  (now  of 
more  than  thirty  years'  duration,)  and  to  prescribe  her 
limits  by  law,  and  that  she  must  wait  until  we  could  find 
time  to  exercise  that  authority.  She  again  waited  during 
an  almost  interminable  session,  her  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentative standing  at  our  doors  for  more  than  half  a  year, 
and  we  finally  exercised  that  authority,  settled  the  con- 
tested boundary,  prescribed  her  limits  on  all  sides,  rati- 
fied, accepted,  and  confirmed,  her  constitution  and 
State  Government,  and  declared  her  to  be  a  sovereign 
and  independent  State.  By  the  same  act,  we  declared 
her  to  be  thereby  admitted  into  the  Union,  upon  the  ex- 
press condition  that  her  boundaries  should  be  those 
which  we  then  assumed  and  exercised  the  authority  to 
prescribe. 

A  mind  of  ordinary  intelligence  would  have  supposed 
that,  having  gone  thus  far,  the  next  step  was  inevitable, 
and  that  her  Senators  and  her  Representative  would 
have  been  admitted  to  their  seats;  that  the  right  of  par- 
ticipating in  framing  the  laws  which  she  was  to  obey 
would  have  been  practically  allowed;  that  taxation  and 
representation  would  no  longer  have  been  forced  asun- 
der; and  that  her  people,  already  become  a  powerful 
State,  would  no  longer  be  denied  the  rights,  privileges, 
and  immunities,  of  American  citizens,  secured  to  them 
by  the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation,  by  the  unalterable 
compact  of  the  ordinance,  and  by  the  constitution  ot  the 
Union.  But  their  just  rights  and  their  just  expecta- 
tions were  not  regarded.  The  jealousy  of  controversy 
and  the  jealousy  of  questioned  power  were  not  so  easily 
appeased. 

The  admission  of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union 
was  not  to  be  complete,  and  her  Senators  and  Represent- 
atives were  not  to  take  their  seats,  until  the  boundaries 
prescribed  by  act  of  Congress  had  received  the  assent 
of  a  convention  of  delegates,  elected  by  the  people  of 
Michigan  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  that  assent. 
And  now,  when  that  assent  has  been  given,  as  I  shall  at- 
tempt to  show,  in  the  only  possible  mode,  and  the  voice 
of  remonstrance  from  that  injured  people  is  not  heard, 
opposition  is  raised  here,  her  convention  is  denounced 
as  revolutionary,  its  authority  denied,  and  the  time  fur 
her  admission  into  the  Union,  properly  and  constitution- 
ally, it  is  said,  has  not  yet  come. 

I  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  plain  view  of 
this  question.  1  apprehend  the  die  is  cast,  the  subject 
has  gone  from  our  hands,  the  only  power  we  have  is  to 
acknowledge  the  truth,  to  recognise  the  existence  of  an 
independent  State  of  this  Union,  and  to  admit  the  just 
claims  of  her  delegates  in  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

Look  to  the  peninsula  of  Michii^an.  What  do  we  be- 
hold there?  A  State,  in  fact,  with  a  population  of  two 
hundred  thousand;  with  definite  boundaries,  now  at  all 
evento  fixed  beyond  the  control  of  Congress;  with  a  con- 
stitution and  State  Government;  legislative,  judicial,  and 
executive  departments;  with  laws  enacted,  administered, 
and  executed  by  its  own  authority;  all  its  officers  per- 
forming their  respective  functions,  without  interruption 
and  without  quesiion^Michigan  is  a  State  de  facto. 

She  is  rightfully  a  State.  By  the  fundamental  compact 
of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  she  was  entitled,  when  her 


boundaries  were  fixed,  and  her  population  amounted  to 
sixty  thousand,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  Govern- 
ment fur  herself.  Her  boundaries  are  fixed  beyond  the 
reach  of  any  authority  known  in  this  country,  except 
her  own.  Her  population  is  sixty  thousand  three  times 
told.  She  has  formed  her  own  constitution  and  State 
Government,  in  pursuance  of  the  right  secured  to  her 
by  the  compact;  a  right  inherent  in  her  people,  which 
cannot  be  taken  from  them  except  by  brute  force,  by  a 
flagrant  violation  of  the  public  faith,  of  the  articles  of 
compact,  and  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  guaranties  the  perpetual  obligation  of  that  cona 
pact,  and  by  violating  the  rights  of  every  American  citi- 
zen within  her  limits.  The  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  act  of  June  last,  has  accepted,  ratified, 
and  confirmed,  her  constitution  and  Slate  Government, 
without  restriction  or  qualification,  save  that  .they  are 
declared  to  be  of  force  only  within  the  boundaries,  pre- 
scribed. Within  those  boundaries  that  constitution  and 
State  Government  are  of  binding  force,  by  authority  of 
the  people  of  Michigan,  and  by  the  sanction  of  an  act 
of  Congress.  The  Territorial  Government  is  abolished; 
the  Territorial  jurisdiction  is  withdrawn;  not  a  vestige 
of  it  rem^iins.  It  has  receded  before  the  State  jurisdic- 
tion, which  has  sprung  up  in  its  place.  Michigan  is  a 
State  dejare  as  well  as  a  State  defado. 

She  is  a  State  not  out  of  the  Union.  She  was  a  Ter- 
ritory under  the  authority  of  the  Union.  The  transition 
was,  from  a  Territory  under  the  authority  of  the  Union, 
to  a  State'  under  the  authority  of  the  Union.  The  one 
necessarily  succeeds  to  the  other,  unless  a  change  is 
wrought  by  conquest;  unless,  by  conquest,  the  new 
State  goes  out  of  the  Union.  The  power  of  Congress 
can  only  be  exerted  by  maintaining  the  Territorial  au- 
thority; when  that  is  withdrawn,  and  the  State  authority  is 
recognised,  the  result  in  constitutional  law  is  a  State 
under  the  authority  of  the  Union.  The  people  of 
Michigan  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  subject  to 
the  federal  authority,  subject,  like  the  citizens  of  other 
States,  to  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  owe  an  allegianoe 
to  this  Government,  which  may  be  violated  by  acts  of 
treason  against  it.  They  are  each  and  all  of  them  not 
out  of  the  Union.  The  State  of  Michigan  can  neither 
negotiate  foreign  alliances,  declare  war  nor  make  peace, 
maintain  armies  nor  navies,  coin  money  nor  issue  bills  of 
credit,  regulate  her  own  commerce,  nor  do  any  one  act 
whioh  is  prohibited  to  any  other  State.  All  this,  and 
more,  she  might  do,  were  she  out  of  the  Union.  But 
she  cannot  do  it,  for  the  plain  and  obvious  reason  that 
she  is  bound  by  the  constitution.  That  a  State  and  the 
people  of  a  State  should  be  under  the  constitution,  and 
bound  by  it,  and  yet  be  out  of  the  Union,  and  without 
the  pale  of  the  constitution,  is  a  contradiction  in  terms. 
What  must  be  the  condition  of  a  State,  which  has  ev- 
ery essential  quality  and  circumstance  which  define  ev- 
ery other  State  in  this  confederacy,  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  say. 

Michigan  is  then  a  State  de  facio^  a  State  de  jure,  a 
State  not  out  of  the  Union,  a  Slate  acknowledged  by  Con- 
gress, her  constitution  accepted  by  Congress,  her  State 
Government,  revolutionary  perhaps  in  its  origin,  ratified 
and  confirmed  by  Congress. 

What,  then,  will  you  do?  Will  you  put  her  out  of  the 
Union?  You  cannot  doit.  Your  decree  would  be  im- 
potent. Two  hundred  thousand  American  citizens  can- 
not be  put  out  of  the  Union  by  act  of  .Congress.  A  sov- 
ereign State,  whose  constitution  you  have  accepted, 
whose  State  Government  you  haveratified  and  confirm- 
ed, which  is  bound  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
Union,  cannot  be  put  out  of  the  Union  by  act  ol  Congress, 
nor  can  she  be  put  out  of  existence.  Verhum  irrevoea- 
biie.  It  has  gone  forth.  It  is  too  late.  What,  then,  wUV 
you  do?    Have  you  the  power  to  exclude  her  delegate! 
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from  these  halls f  Hftve  you  the  power  to  ezclade  those 
of  any  other  State?  Have  you  the  power  to  refuse  to 
examine  the  electoral  votes?  You  may  do  so,  but  you 
have  not^lbe  right.  You  may  exercise  the  powrr,  but 
you  ride  over  the  constitution  of  the  country,  and  tram- 
ple under  foot  the  rights  mf  every  man  it. 

Why,  then,  should  you  not  now  acknowledge  and  de- 
clare the  admission  of  this  State  into  the  Union  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  others?  Arc  her  limits  not  ultimately 
and  absolutely  prescribed?  Congress  either  had  or  had 
not  the  power  to  prescribe  ihem.  If  we  had  the  power, 
we  have  exercised  it,  and  the  thing  is  done.  The  act  is 
valid.  It  cannot  be  more  than  valid  by. any  thing  we  can 
do,  or  by  any  thing  others  can  do;  and  the  condition  of 
tasent  is  little  short  of  nugatory.  If  we  had  not  the 
power,  if  the  constitution  had  not  granted  us  the  power, 
the  act  is  void,  and  by  no  indirection  can  we  make  it 
otherwise.  And  the  condition  of  assent,  in  that  case,  is 
unconstitutional  and  void.  As  well  might  we  annex  a 
condition  that  Michigan  should  assent  for  all  time  to  come 
to  receive  her  Government  from  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate. If  we  have  not  the  power  to  do  it  directly,  we, can- 
not do  it  indirectly.  Will  any  member  in  this  House 
rise  up  in  his  place  and  say  that  the  object  was  or  is  to 
force  the  people  of  Michigan  to  give  their  assent  to  an 
unconstitutional  and  void  act,  by  a  denial  of  their  consti- 
tutional rights,  until  the  extorted  assent  should  be  given? 
I  think  not,  sir.  The  act  itself  assumes  that  Congress 
had  the  power.  That  power  is  exercised  in  the  form  of 
absolute  law.  The  object  of  the  condition  of  assent  was 
not  to  create  power  where  it  was  denied,  nor  to  give 
validity  to  that  law.  It  had  quite  anothef  object;  and  that 
was,  to  prevent  dispute,  conflict,  litigation,  agitation, 
between  two  sovereign  States  of  this  Union;  and  that  in 
reference  to  a  law  which  we  asserted  the  power  to 
enact,  and  did  enact. 

Why,  then,  I  ask  agsiin,  shall  we  not,  without  further 
delay,  acknowledge  and  declare  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union  upon  ah  equal  footing 
with  all  other  States?  She  has  fixed  and  unalterable 
limits  given  her  by  Congress,  and  your  power  is  exhaust- 
ed. She  has  a  constitution  which  Congress  has  approved 
as  republican,  and  that  work  is  done.  She  has  set  up  a 
State  Government  under  it,  without  your  previous  as- 
sent, and  Congress  has  ratified  and  confirmed  it  by  its 
subsequent  assent.  All  this  has  been  done  on  the  part 
of  Congress  unconditionally.  And  the  act  goes  even 
further.  It  declares  that  she  is  thereby  admitted  into  the 
Union,  upon  tlie  express  condition  that  her  jurisdiction 
shall  be  confined  to  certain  boundaries;  and  then  the 
very  act  itself,  if  not  founded  in  usurpation,  effectually 
executes  that  condition,  by  prescribing  absolutely  those 
very  boundaries.  Why,  then,  1  repeaS  shall  we  not  ac- 
knowledge and  declare  her  admission  to  be  absolute  and 
complete? 

Because  it  is  said  her  admission,  by  the  terms  of  the 
act  of  Congress,  is  not  to  be  deemed  complete,  and 
her  representatives  are  not  to  be  admitted  to  their  seats, 
until  those  boundaries  have  received  the  assent  of  a  con- 
vention of  delegates  elected  by  the  people  of  Michigan 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  that  assent;  and  it  is  urged 
that  this  assent  has  not  been  duly  given.  It  is  not  denied, 
by  any  one,  that  a  convention  of  delegates,  cluiming  to 
have  been  elected  by  the  people  of  Michigan  for  this 
sole  purpose,  have  assented  in  their  behalf  to  this  act  of 
Congress.  But  various  objections  to  that  convention 
have  been  made.  If  these  can  be  removed  out  of  the 
way,  the  assent  will  stand,  and  this  condition— even  this 
condition— will  be  acknowledged  on  all  sides  to  have 
been  performed. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  said  that  this  convention  was  not 
called  by  the  Legislature  of  Michigan.  The  constitution 

Michigan  was  valid,  or  not  valid.     If  not  valid,  the 


State  Government  set  up  under  it  >iraa  in  the  same  pre- 
dicament, and  the  LegisUture  had  no  authority  whatever 
to  call  this  convention.  If  valid,  the  objection  is  equally 
overthrown;  for  the  Legislature,  under  that  constitution, 
had  no  authority,  in  any  event  whatever,  to  call  a  con- 
vention for  the  purpose  indicated  in  the  act  of  Congress. 
It  was  authorized,  in  a  certain  mode,  to  submit  an  amend- 
ment to  the  people.  It  was  authorized,  also,  in  a  cer- 
tain mode,  to  submit  to  the  people  the  question  of  a 
general  convention;  and,  if  ordered  by  the  people,  to 
make  certain  provisions  in  regard  to  it.  But  it  was  not  au- 
thorized to  call  a  convention  for  any  purpose,  much  less 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  assent  required  by  this  act 
of  Congress.  It  had  no  power  over  the  subject,  none 
whatever.  Its  sanction,  given  or  withheld,  would  be  of 
the  same  importance  with  that  of  any  other,  equal  num- 
ber of  men,  in  or  out  of  Michigan,  who  had  no  power 
over  the  subject ;  that  is,  of  no  importance  at  all.  By  what 
process  of  reasoning  the  conclusion  is  reached,  that  the 
legal  and  constitutional  effect  of  a  legislative  act,  which 
cannot  by  possibility  have  any  legal  or  constitutional  ef- 
fect whatever,  should  be  deemed  essential  to  the  validity 
of  this  convention,  I  am  utterly  unable  to  discover.  The 
process  is  quite  too  subtle  for  the  grasp  of  ordinary 
minds. 

I'he  act  of  Congress  requires  no  such  thing.  It  is 
entirely  silent  on  the  subject,  nor  can  it  be  implied  by 
construction.  The  law  never,  by  implication,  requires  a 
void  act;  an  act  which  in  itself  would  be'unauihorized 
and  void.  And  will  any  one  say  that  Congress,  with 
the  constitution  of  Michigan  before  them,  and  accepted, 
ratified,  and  confirmed,  by  this  very  act,  intended  to  ex- 
act an  impossibility — the  exertion  of  legislative  authority 
which  by  that  constitution  had  no  existence,  and 
which  Congress  well  knew  had  no  existence,  and  to  ex- 
clude that  State  from  the  Union  until  that  impossibility 
had  been  performed. 

This  disposes,  also,  of  a  second  objection  which  has 
been  made,  not  much  insisted  on — that  the  first  conven- 
tion, which  refused  its  assent  to  this  condition,  had  the 
sanction  of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  which,  at  the 
same  time,  disclaimed  any  authority  over  the  subject.  For 
it  has  not  been  and  will  not  be  denied,  that  if  the  second 
conventtorf  had  the  same  authority  without  that  sanction, 
it  could  reverse  the  doings  of  the  first;  that  is,  if  it  had 
the  power  of  calling  a  convention  of  the  people  of  Michi- 
gan. 

The  whole  subject  lies  within  a  very  narrow  space. 
From  hs  very  nature,  it  admits  of  but  two  questions:  one 
of  fact,  the  other  of  power.  Was  there  a  convention 
elected  by  the  people  of  Michigan?  If  so,  had  they  the 
power  to  give  the  assent  required?  Both  propositions 
have  been  denied;  and  it  is  that  denial  which  raises  the 
only  two  questions  deserving  of  much  notice. 

I  shall  not  detain  the  House  at  this  late  hour  by  an 
elaborate  examination  and  argument  of  the  question  of 
fact.  It  has  already  been  done  in  the  most  conclusive 
and  unanswerable  manner  by  my  friends  of  the  commit- 
tee to  which  this  subject  was  referred,  the  member  from 
Maryland,  who  spoke  the  other  day,  [Mr.  Thomas,]  and 
the  member  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Vahdxkposl,]  who 
addressed  the  House  this  morning.  Those  who  are  not 
already  convinced  that  this  convention  was  elected  by 
the  people  of  Michigan,  received  the  sanction  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Michigan,  and  spoke  the  voice  of  tjie  people  of 
Michigan,  will  not  be  convinced.  They  were  required 
to  elect  this  convention  to  obtain  the  benefits  of  this 
Union,  which  they  had  so  much,  so  long,  and  so  justly 
desired,  and  which  they  thought  themselves  unjustly  de- 
prived of.  It  was  not  a  triflmg  occasion.  They  were 
appealed  to  with  all  the  influence  and  authority  of  Con- 
gress; they  were  appealed  to  by  their  own  ExecuVive; 
they  were  appealed  to  by  numerous  assemblies,  in  Tsri- 


1449 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1450 


Ja».  24,  1837.] 


Mmiasion  of  Michigan, 


.  [H.  OP  R. 


ous  parts  of  the  State.  The  public  will  had  been  clear- 
ly  diadoced  in  the  recent  elections,  when  convention  or 
no  convention,  assent  or  dissent,  was  the  test  question. 
A  great  revolution  of  the  public  mind  towards  peace 
and  harmony,  and  acquiescence  in  the  doings  of  Con- 
gress, had  taken  place;  so  clear  and  decisive  that  it  was 
not  to  be  denied.  The  people  were  called  upon,  by  ir- 
resistible considerations,  to  act— to  express  their  dissent, 
if  they  did  not  assent.  The  vote  was  taken.  Nearly 
three  thousand  votea  were  given- for  assenting  to  the  act 
of  Congress  more  than  were  cast  on  both  sides  at  the 
previous  election;  snd  now,  when  the  doings  of  the  sec- 
ond convention  are  brought  here,  to  be  made  the  mere 
basis  of  our  action,  and  to  receive  the  sanction  of  this 
body,  and  that  known  to  every  man  in  Michigan,  the 
whisper  of  remonstrance  is  not  heard!  It  is  in  vain  to 
say  that  this  convention  was  not  the  convention  of  a  large 
majority  of  the  people  of  Michigan.  It  was  not  and 
could  not  have  been  called  in  pursuance  of  any  provision 
in  their  constitution.  It  was  not  and  could  not  have 
been  called  by  their  existing  Legislature.  It  was  not 
and  could  not  have  been  called  by  the  act  of  Congress. 
Aware  of  all  this,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  Congress  de- 
signedly left  it  to  be  the  spontaneous  act  of  the  people, 
cilled  by  their  authority,  and  clothed  with  their  authori- 
ty. At  all  events.  Congress,  claiming  the  power  to  es- 
Ublish  the  boundary  line,  without  the  assent  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Mxhigan,  and  having  exercised  that  power  by 
the  enactment  of  a  law,  was  content  to  require  it,  as  a 
condition  to  her  complete  admission  into  the  Union,  that 
the  line  so  established  sliould  receive  the  assent  of  a  con- 
vention of  delegates,  elected  by  the  people  of  Michigan 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  that  assent.  That  has  been 
dune  in  the  ohiy  possible  mode;  and  the  condition  has 
been  complied  with.  Compliance  is  one  thing;  the  ef- 
fect of  the  act  of  compliance  is  anoi  her.  It  is  immaterial 
what  may  be  the  effect  of  that  assent.  If  Congress  had 
imposed  the  condition  that  the  Z^egislature  of  Ohio  or 
Missouri  should  assent,-  and  that  assent  had  been  given, 
the  condition  would  have  been  complied  with,  though 
both  the  condition  and  the  compliance  might  have  been  of 
very  little  importance.  I  am  satisfied  that  this  conven- 
tion had  the  sanction  of  the  people  of  Michigan;  was  the 
act  of  the  majority,  not  of  the  minority;  and  that  the 
as;ient  required  by  the  act  of  Congress,  in  its  true 
spirit,  to  the  very  letter,  has  been  given,  and  will  be  re- 
garded. 

But,  sir,  another  objection  has  been  made,  which,  I 
think  it  apparent,  from  what  has  already  been  said,  can 
have  but  litile  application  to  the  subject  qow  under  con- 
aideration;  and  yet  the  monstrous  doctrine  which  it  in- 
volves I  cannot  pass  by  without  a  word  of  comment.  It 
is  said  that  a  majority  of  the  people  of  a  State  cannot 
alter  an  existing  constitution,  unless  it  be  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  by  that  constitution,  or  in  pursuance  of  aome 
provision  of  law.  Sir,  I  cannot  consent  to  this  propo- 
sition. It  is  at  war  with  the  fundamentiil  fact  of  political 
science,  at  least  as  understood  in  America— the  supreme 
power  of  the  people,  their  right  to  govern  themselves. 

Is  there  a  man  in  this  country  who  will  deny  that  the 
people  are  the  source  of  all  political  authority?  If  (hey 
are  so,  then  the  exercise  of  it  is  by  their  consent,  and 
requires  their  consent.  Consent  of  whom.^  Of  every 
man?  Of  a  unanimous  people.'  That  were  impossible. 
Of  necessity,  the  majority  must  give  that  consent.  And 
when  given,  it  continues  until  withdrawn.  Its  continu- 
ance is  the  continuance  of  that  authority.  Its  withdraw- 
al— clear,  deliberate,  and  solemn  withdrawal— is  the  ter- 
mination of  that  authority.  Otherwise,  the  supreme 
power  is  in  the  minority;  and  however  small  that  minor- 
ity, even  if  it  be  a  single  man,  the  right  is  the  same. 
The  fundamental  principle  of  a  representative  republic 
is  abandoned;  the  sovereignty  of  the  people,  the  right  of 


self-government,  is  abandoned;  and  an  oligarchy,  or  tyr- 
rany  in  some  other  form,  is  established. 

By  what  authority  exists  every  State'  Government  in 
this  Union?  The  impress  is  borne  upon  its  face:  the 
consent  of  the  people.  «•  We,  the  people  of  tife  State, 
do  ordain  and  establish  this  constitution."  It  is  the  con- 
sent of  the  majority  of  the  people;  that  is,  of  the  people, 
by  the  voice  of  the  majority.  It  is  this  consent  which 
gives  the  constitution  its  authority.  It  is  not  a  prelimi- 
nary law.  It  is  not  the  form  of  proceeding.  -It  is  the 
fact  of  this  consent.  The  violation  of^form,  or  of  previ- 
ous law,  does  not  invalidate  it.  It  is  the  supreme  pow- 
er, which  is  superior  to  previous  law  or  mere  form,  and 
by  its  essential  character  sweeps  both  out  of  the  way, 
and  the  former  constitution  along  with  them.  The  fornns 
and  conditions,  and  embarrassments  and  entanglement^,  - 
as  long  as  they  prevent  the  people  from  acting,  are  effec- 
tual; but  whes  they  break  through  these,  when  the  peo- 
ple, by  a  majority,  clearly  and  deliberately,  in  an  authen- 
tic form,  lay  them  aside,  and  declare  it  tc  be  their  will 
that  a  change  be  made,  and  with  that  solemn  purpose 
decree  that  it  is  made,  the  supreme  power  is  exerted, 
and  the  thing  is  done. 

The  supreme  power  of  the  people  is  very  familiar  in 
this  country.  They  make  constitutions  and  they  unmake 
them.  The  same  authority  which  does  the  one  can  do 
the  other.  They  do  not  part  with  their  sovereignty  by 
setting  up  a  State  Government.  l*hey  exercise  it  in  that 
mode.  It  does  not  pass  out  of  them  and  into  others. 
There  is  no  grantee,  but  there  are  agents — agents  In  ex- 
ecutive, judicial,  and  legislative  departments,  who  are 
authorized  and  restrained  by  that  sovereign  will.  The 
constitution,  while  it  continues,  expresses  that  will.  The 
will  of  the  minority  does  not  sustain  it;  neither  can  it 
overthrow  it.  The  will  of  the  majority,  clearly  and  de- 
liberately expressed,  and  with  that  purpose,  necessarily 
does  both. 

Put  the  strongest  case  that  can  be  supposed.  A  con- 
stitution is  declared  to  be  unchangeable  and  perpetual. 
Will  any  man  contend  the  people  cannot  amend  it?  I 
think  not.  We  should  see  the  issue  made  between  the 
supreme  power  of  a  former  generation  over  the  present 
generation,  and  the  supreme  power  of  the  present  gen- 
eration over  itself.  The  supreme  power,*  the  right  of 
self-government,  is  at  all  times  in  the  people.  They 
cannot  part  with  it.  It  cannot  be  taken  from  them.  It 
cannot  be  transferred  to  a  minority  any  longer  than  the 
majority  consent;  in  other  words,  it  cannot  be  transfer- 
red at  all.  If  it  could  be,  the  minority  would  have  the 
supremacy  over  the  sovereign  power;  a  proposition  in- 
consistent upon  its  face.  Disguise  it  as  you  will,  the 
question  is  between  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  and 
the  sovereignty  of  the  minority;  the  right  of  self-govern- 
ment and  the  condition  of  being  governed.  The  com- 
munity of  any  State,  not  governed  by  its  consent,  but 
against  its  consent,  not  governed  by  its  will,  but  against 
its  will,  deliberately  expressed  for  the  purpose  of  throw- 
ing off  that  control,  is  in  bondage. 

Sir,  it  is  this  principle  of  the  supreme  power  of  the 
people,  of  the  right  of  the  people  to  govern  themselves, 
which  was  the  chief  controlling  principle  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  our  institu- 
tions, which  is  the  basis  of  every  State  Government  in 
the  Union,  and  without  which  liberty  is  but  a  name.  It 
is  the  contest  of  liberty  every  where,  and  at  all  times, 
for  the  power  of  the  people  against  a  smaller  number — 
a  few,  or  one.  In  whatever  place  and  with  whatever 
fortune  the  contest  may  be  going  on,  speed  to  it.  Let 
not  its  champions  be  disheartened.  The  cause  is  a  good 
one.  It  must  ultimately  prevail — ^it  will  finally  triumph. 
It  may  be  obstructed,  it  may  languish,  but,  in  the  end, 
it  is  sure  to  triumph. 

I  will  detain  the  House  «oJonger.    I  would  not  have 
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detained  it  thus  longr,  had  not  my  sentiments  been  some- 
what different  from  those  expressed  by  others.  The 
people  of  Michigan  have  been  unjustly  delayed.  In  this 
chosen  and  favored  land,  where  liberty  has  taken  her 
residence,  where  the  rigrhti  of  men  are  best  known  and 
most  rej^ardfd,  the  whole  people  of  Michigan  have  been 
made  the  victims  of  injustice.  It  is  time  that  it  should 
cease.  I  trust  the  House  will  not  adjourn  this  niglit  with- 
out giving  a  pledge  to  them,  by  its  action  upon' this  bill, 
that  their  rights  are  to  be  respected,  without  further  em- 
barrassment, vexation,  or  delay. 

Mr.  STORER  spoke  in  oppnsitiim  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  A.  MANN  said  that,  believing  that  Michigan  was 
entitled  to  come  into  the  Union  under  the  conditions  con- 
tained in  the  bill  of  the  last  session,  and  believing  that, 
at  this  advanced  stage  of  the  present  session,  there  was 
no  general  disposition  to  protract  the  debate,  he  moved 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  JENIFER  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  that  the  House  adjourn.  Mr.  B. 
desired  to  inquire  from  the  Chair  whether,if  the  motion 
to  ad  joarn  prevailed,  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  would  not  come  up  first  in  order  when  the 
bill  was  again  taken  up. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  motion  to  adjourn 
prevailed:  Ayes  83,  noes  37. 

So  the  House  adjourned. 

WzmrBSDAT,  Jaituast  35. 
-     WzLLTAM  HsnoD,  elected  a  member  of  this  House  to 
fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  lamented  death  of  Mr. 
KiNNABD,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was  the 
following  resolution,  beiretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Uitdxb- 
vood: 

•<  Besohedf  That  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  lay  before 
this  House  a  statement  showing  the  mileage  claimed  and 
the  sums  paid  therefor,  to  the  members  of  this  House 
and  the  Uelegatea  from  Territories,  respectively,  during 
the  last  and  present  session  of  Congress;  and  that  he  al- 
so procure  and  lay  before  this  House  a  aimilar  statement 
in  regard  to  the  Senators  in  Congress." 

To  which  Mr.  Claiborhb,  of  Mississippi,  heretofore 
offered  the  following  amendment: 

**And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  a  select  committee 
of  five  be  -appointed,  with  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers,  to  inquire  into  and  report  to  this  House 
what  deduction,  if  any,  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Kepresentativeahave  m«de  in  their  accounts  for  per  diem 
compensation  when  absent  in  attendance  upon  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  or  on  the  courts  of 
adjacent  States,  or  on  their  own  private  business  else- 
where." 

To  which  amendment  Mr.  Yell  heretofore  offered  the 
following  amendment: 

<*  And  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  reducing 
the  compensation  allowed  to  members  of  Congress  to 
six  dollars  per  diemi  and  also  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  some  point  on  the  Ohio  or 
Mississippi  river,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1840." 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  if  he  could  perceive  that 
there  waa  any  disposition  to  take  the  question  on  his  res- 
olution without  further  debate,  he  would  move  the  pre- 
vious question  upon  it,  after  he  had  made  a  brief  state- 
ment personally  affecting- himself. 


[Cries  of  ''question!  question!"] 

Mr.  U.  then  made  a  statement,  in  reply  to  some  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Hasdiit] 
in  relation  to  his  (Mr.  U's)  mileage i  and  he  then  call- 
ed Tax  the  previous  question. 

But  the  House  refused  to  second  the  call:  Ayes  38, 
noea  not  counted. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that,  as  there  seemed  to  be 
no  disposition  in  the  House  now  to  put  a  atop  to  further 
debate  on  this  subject,  be  wss  willing  to  gratify  them 
with  making  some  observations.  And  he  waa  the  more 
disposed  to  do  thi;*,  because  he  thought  that,  when  the 
House  had  heard  what  he  had  to  say,  they  would  find 
the  necessity  of  adopting  the  resolution. 

The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
[Mr.  Claibokiix]  proposed  the  appointment  of  a  select 
committee  to  inquire  what  members  of  the  House  had 
been  in  attendance  on  the  Supreme  Court,  and  (if  he 
(Mr.  U.)  understood  the  purport  of  the  resolution)  how 
much  money  they  had  made)  or,  rather,  how  much  mo- 
ney had  been  drawn  from  the  public  I'reasury  for  time 
during  which  they  were  not  in  attendance  here.  He  had 
no  objection  to  the  resolution,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  would  offer  it  as  a  distinct  proposition,  so  as 
not  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  obtaining  the  proper 
light  in  relation  to  the  bill  which  would  come  up  for 
consideration.  If  the  gentleman  waa  aincere  in  his  prop- 
osition, why  not  offer  the  amendment  as  a  resolution, 
when  his  Slate  should  be  called  in  its  order? 

There  was  one  aspect,  however,  in  which  he  (Mr. 
U.)  disapproved  of  the  inquiry,  and  which  he  thought 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  bad  overlooked.  The 
amendment  seemed  to  contain  an  imputation  agfalnst  the 
practice,  on  the  part  of  members  of  Congress,  of  attend- 
ing this  court.  Fie  (Mr.  U.)  believed  that  the  practice 
of  representing  the  people  of  the  several  States,  and  the 
States  themselves,  before  this  tribunal,  ought  to  be  sanc- 
tioned rather  than  suppressed.  Mr.  U.  here  alluded  to 
the  many  questions  uf  grave  importance,  involving  the 
interest  of  the  several  States,  which  were  constantly 
brought  before  the  Supreme  Court;  and  argued  that  the 
represent ativea  of  the  people  of  ihose  States  were  much 
better  calculated  to  manage  these  questions  to  advan- 
tage, from  their  possessing  a  more  perfect  knowledge 
of  the  local  laws  and  policy  of  the  several  States,  than 
resident  counsel  here  could  possibly  be.  The  Slate  of 
Kentucky  had  nut  only  sanctioned  this  practice,  but  had 
herself  retained  and  paid  fees  to  her  members  of  Con- 
gress to  attend  at  this  court,  and  vindicate  the  claims  of 
her  citizens. 

As  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas, 
[Mr.  Ybll,]  Mr.  U.  thought  it  was  liable  to  the  same  ob- 
jection of  irrelevancy  as  the  other.  He  thought,  also,  that 
if  any  practical  good  was  expected  to  result  from  this 
amendment,  the  gentleman  shopld  have  extended  it  to 
the  subject  of  mileage  as  well  as  to  the  reduction  of  pay. 

Mr.  U.  moved  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BELL  aaid  that  he  thought,  after  the  experiment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Uitdbbwood,] 
he  (Mr.  U.)  should  be  satisfied  that  the  House  was  not 
disposed  immediately  to  act  upon,  or,  at  least,  to  adopt 
this  resolution. «  That  this  resolution  should  become  the 
hack  subject  of  the  morning  hour,  was  unfortunate  both 
for  the  feeling  and  the  character  of  the  House.  It  was, 
however,  taking  that  direction  now.  That  such  a  reso- 
lution could  paas  was  an  idea  which  he  had  not  for  a  mo- 
ment entertained;  not  from  any  improper  motive  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  but  from  feelings  which  were  honor- 
able to  it.  He  did  not  impugn  the  motives  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky.  He  spoke  from  the  experience 
he  had  of  similar  questions  to  those,  which  had  been 
heretofore  submitted  to  the  House.    The  object  of  that 
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gentleman  was  to  correct  the  unequal  rate  of  mileage — 
an  object  patriotic  and  proper.  He  (Mr.  B.)  would  like 
to  see  it  accofViplished,  and  he  trusted  that  it  would  ul- 
timately be  adopted  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the 
Houae,  without  casting  imputation  upon  any  members 
who.'  in  the  opinion  of  other  members,  might  have  taken 
an  extra  mileage.  A  bill  was  now  upon  the  table,  on  its 
third  reading,  which,  when  it  came  up,  could  be  so  mod- 
ified as  to  embrace  this  desirable  object — the  equalisa- 
tion of  the  mileage.  That  the  mileage  was  at  present 
unequal  was  a  fact  acknowledged  on  every  side.  What 
necessity  existed,  then,  for  adopting  this  resolution  now? 
Why  should  the  same  subject  be  brought  twice  under 
discussion?  Some  gentlemen  argued  that  the  way  to 
correct  the  evil  would  be  to  publish  the  statement  of  the 
mileage  of  all  members.  That  was  already  done  at  the 
end  of  each  session;  and  that  object,  therefore,  was 
mainly  accomplished.  He  thought  the  subject  had  bet- 
ter be  discussed  when  the  bill  on  the  table  should  come 
up.  With  this  view,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  resolution 
and  amendments  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LANB  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion; which  the  House  refused  to  order. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  resolution  and 
amendments  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table:  Teas  95, 
nays  not  counted. 

Resolutions  were  then  called  for»  commencing  where 
the  call  was  last  suspended. 

FREEDOM  OF  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  submitting 
a  motion,  of  which  he  had  given  so  many  notices,  for 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tions; but  he  had  himself  fett  so  much  of  the  inconven- 
ience and  disadvantage  under  which  gentlemen  labored 
who  had  held  resolutions  for  some  time  which  they  could 
not  have  an  opportunity  to  present,  that  he  was  disposed 
now,  after  having  submitted  his  motion,  to  move  that, 
under  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  every  gentleman 
who  bad  resolutions  to  oflTer  should  now  oifer  them,  pro- 
vided they  would  not  create  debate.  If  no  gentlemen 
were  desirous  to  present  such  resolutions,  he  was  ready 
now  to  proceed  with  his  observations. 

No  resolution  having  been  offered, 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
wished  to  inquire  whether  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  was  debatable. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  thought  it  was.  The  gentleman 
had  a  right  to  state  the  character  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BELL  then  said  that  the  remarks  which  he  had 
intended  to  submit  might  perhaps  be  better  comprehend- 
ed if  be  were  to  send  to  the  Chair,  to  be  read,  the  bill 
-and  preamble  which  he  proposed  to  read.  If  the  Chair 
thought  the  proceeding  regular,  Mr.  B.  would  be  glad 
that  the  preamble  and  bill  should  be  read. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  regular  way  would  be  to 
take  the  sense  of  the  House  whether  the  same  should  be 
read  for  the  information  of  the  House. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  sense  of  the  House 
was  declared  in  favor  of  the  reading. 

The  preamble  and  bill  were  accordingly  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

A  bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections. 

Whereas  complaints  are  made  that  officers  of  the  Uni- 
ted  Slates,  or  persons  holding  offices  and  employments 
under  the  authority  of  the  same,  other  than  the  heads  of 
the  chief  executive  Departments,  or  such  officers  as  stand 
in  the  relation  of  constitutional  advisers  of  the  President, 
have  been  removed  from  office,  or  dismissed  from  their 
employment,  upon  political  grounds,  or  for  opinion's 
sake;  and  whereas  such  a  practice  is  manifestly  a  viola- 
tion of  ihe  freedom  of  elections,  an  attack  upon  the  pub- 
fic  liberty,  and  a  high  misdemeanor;  and 


Whereas  complaints  are  also'  made  that  officers  of  the 
United  States,  or  persons  holding  offices  or  employ- 
ments under  the  authority  of  the  same,  are  in  the  habit 
of  intermeddling  in  elections,  both  State  and  Federal, 
otherwise  than  by  giving  their  votes;  and  whereas  such 
a  practice  is  a  violation  of  the  freedom  of  elections,  and 
a  gross  abuse,  which  ought  to  be  discountenanced  by 
the  appointing  power,  and  prohibited  by  law;  and 

Whereaa  complaints  are  also  made  that,  pending  the 
late  election  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  onices  and  employments  were  distributed 
and  conferred,  in  many  instances,  under  circumstances 
affording  a  strong  presumption  of  corruption,  or  that 
they  were  conferred  as  the  inducements  to,  or  the  re- 
ward of,  influence  employed,  or  to  be  employedi  io  said 
election;  and  whereas  such  a  practice,  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  patronage  of  the  Government,  will  speedily 
destroy  the  purity  and  freedom  of  the  elective  franchise, 
and  undermine  the  free  system  of  government  now  hap- 
pily established  in  these  United  States:  Therefore,  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  any  practices  which  may  give 
rise  to  similar  complaints  in  future. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  ihe  Senate  and  Home  of  Rep» 
reaenfoHvea  of  Ihe  United  States  of  America  in  Congreuae* 
eembled.  That  from  and  after  the  fourth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  no  officer, 
agent,  or  contractor,  or  other  person,  holding  any  office 
or  employment  of  trust  or  profit,  under  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States,  shall,  by  the  contribution 
of  money,  or  other  valuable  thing,  or  by  the  use  of  the 
franking  privilege,  or  the  abuse  of  any  other  official 
privilege  or  function,  or  by  threats  and  menaces,  or  ia 
any  other  manner,  intermeddle  with  the  election  of  any 
member  or  members  of  either  House  of  Congress,  or  of 
the  President  or  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  the  Governor  or  other  officer  of  any  State,  or  of  any 
member  or  members  of  the  Legislature  of  any  State;  and 
every  such  officer  or  other  person  offending  therein 
shall  be  held  to  be  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and, 
upon  conviction  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  having 
jurisdiction  thereof,  shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars;  and  any  officer  other  than  the  Presi- 
dent, Vice  President,  and  judges  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  so  convicted,  shall  be  thereupon  removed 
from  office,  and  shall  be  ever  after  incapable  of  holding 
any  office  or  place  of  trust  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  interfere  with  the  right  of 
suffrage,  as  secured  by  the  constitution:  Jndprouidedf 
further.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  so  operate 
as  to  prevent  the  President,  or  the  head  of  any  depart* 
roent  who  is  vested  by  law  wiih  the  power  of  appointing 
inferior  officers,  from  removing  from  office,  at  any  time, 
any  incumbent  whom  the  President,  or  the  head  of  a  de- 
partment, as  the  case  may  be,  shall  be  satisfied  has  inter- 
meddled in  any  election.  State  or  Federal. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and  after 
the  fourth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-seven,  no  officer  who,  by  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  is  authorized  to  appoint,  or 
nominate  and  appoint,  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, shall,  by  himself,  or  by  any  other  person  or 
persons  in  his  behalf,  give,  or  procure  to  be  given,  or 
promise  to  give  or  procure  to1>e  given,  any  office,  place, 
or  employment,  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever, 
with  intent  to  corrupt  or  bribe  him  or  ihem,  or  upon 
agreement  that  such  person  or  persons  to  whom,  or  fur 
whose  use,  or  on  whose  behalf,  such  ^ift  or  promise  shall  - 
be  made,  shall  exert  his  or  their  influence  in  any  elec- 
tion, or  by  himself  or  themselves,  or  by  any  other  person 
or  persons,  at  his  or  their  solicitations,  endeavor  to  ae- 
cure  the  election  of  any  person  or  persons  to  represent 
any  Slate,  or  any  drMrict  in  any  State,  in  Congress,  or  of 
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any  person  to  be  President  or  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  of  any  person  to  be  Governor  or  other  of- 
ficer of  any  State,  or  of  any  person  or  persons  to  be  a 
member  or  members  of  the  L^'gislature  of  any  Statet  and 
every  such  officer  offending  therein  shall  be  held  to  be 
guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction  in 
any  court  of  the  United  States  having  jurisdiction  there- 
of, shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars; 
and  any  officer,  other  than  the  President  or  the  judges 
of  any  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  so  convicted, 
sh.tll  be  thereupon  removed  from  office,  and  shall  be  in- 
capable, ever  after,  of  holding  any  office  or  place  of 
trust  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States;  and  every 
person  who  shall  receive  or  accept,  by  himself,  or  by 
any  other  person  or  persona  in  trust  for,  or  in  behalf  of, 
such  person,  any  office,  place,  or  employment,  with  the 
intent  aforesaid,  shall  be  held  to  be  guilty  of  a  misde- 
ineanor,-and,  upon  conviction  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States  having  jurisdiction  thereof,  shall  pay  a  fine  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  be  removed  or  dismiss- 
ed from  such  office,  place,  or  employment,  and  ahall  be 
incapable,  ever  after,  of  holding  any  office  or  place  of 
trust  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  3.  Andbt  it  further  enacted.  That  the  several  fines 
Imposed  by  this  act  shall,  when  collected,  be  paid  into 
the  Treasury,  as  other  moneys  belonging  to  the  United 
States. 

After  the  reading  had  been  concluded, 

Mr.  BELL  addressed  the  House  as  follows:  ^ 

Mr.  Speaker:  In  moving  for  leave  to  introduce  the 
bill  that  has  just  been  read  for  the  information  of  the 
House,  I  have  been  actuated  by  a  motive  which,  I  know, 
will  be  more  acceptable  to  honorable  members  than 
merely  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  speech  for  ephemeral 
effect,  here  or  elsewhere.  My  object  i^  sincerely, 
temperately,  but  earnestly,  to  call  the  attention  of  both 
sides  of  (his  House,  and  of  the  country,  to  the  expe- 
diency, the  eminent  expediency,  not  to  say  the  necessi- 
ty, of  immediate  legislation  upon  the  subject  which  it 
brings  to  view. 

[  admit  the  obligation  of  every  gentleman  upon  this 
ffnor,  who  ventures  to  bring  forward  charges  of  a  grave 
nature,  and  upon  which  he  proposes  to  call  forth  the 
action  of  the  House,  to  be  sure  that  they  are  not  un- 
founded in  fact,  and  to  lake  care  that  be  may  not  be 
justly  charged  with  an  attempt  to  create  unjust  and  false 
impressions,  for  party  effect,  or  merely  to  gratify  some 
unworthy  passion-  In  this  respecf,  I  feel  that  I  stand 
upon  perfectly  sure  ground.  As  to  the  allegations  of 
improper  practices  and  abuses,  set  forth  or  implied  in 
the  preamble  to  the  bill,  1  stand  prepared  to  prove  them 
all  by  such  evidence  as  would  be  satisfactory  to  any  jury 
of  honest  men;  and  I  challenge  the  opportunity,  under 
the  authority  and  in  the  name  of  this  House,  to  do  so, 
to  the  satisfsction  of  the  whole  country.  As  to  some  of 
the  abuses. assumed  to  exist  in  the  preamble,  1  believe  I 
will  not  be  put  to  the  proof.  The  practice  which  has 
obtained  to  some,  I  believe  I  may  say  to  a  considerable 
extent,  of  removals  from  office  upon  political  grounds, 
or  for  opinion's  sake,  will  not,  I  imagine,  be  denied  by 
gentlemen  representing  the  Middle  and  Northern 
Stater.  Still,  I  may  revert  to  this  point  again,  inasmuch 
as  in  some  sections  of  the  country  it  has  been  denied 
that  such  a  practice  has  obtained,  under  Ibis  adminis- 
tration, to  any  extent.  I  presume,  sir,  it  will  scarcely 
be  denied  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  officers  of  the 
Federal  Government,  from  the  President  down  to  the 
lowest  grade  of  persons  employed  in  its  service,  have 
interfered,  of  Ute,  in  all  federal  elections,  directly, 
openly,  and  industriously.  Then,  the  only  charge  im- 
plied in  tlie  preamble  of  the  bill  which  may  call  for  ex- 
planation, or  proof,  is,  that,  in  the  late  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President,  offices  and  employments  have 


been  given  and  distributed  as  the  wages  of  political 
profligacy — the  rewards  of  hireling  service  in  the  sup- 
port of  particular  and  favorite  candidates.  1  know  the 
extent  of  the  responsibility  I  assume  in  making  this 
charge.  I  know  full  well  the  difficulty  which  always 
attends  an  attempt  to  make  proof  of  any  such  charge, 
when  there  is  so  much  power  to  influence  and  intimi- 
date on  the  one  hand,  and  none,  often,  even  to  protect, 
on  the  other.  1  know  how  often  it  happens  that  a  whole 
community  are  convinced  in  their  own  minds,  from  cir- 
cumstances known  to  exist,  that  crime  has  been  perpe- 
trated, yet  the  accuser  is  foiled  in  making  out  his  charge 
by  clear  and  positive  proof.  But,  after  taking  a  full 
view  of  the  responsibility  I  incur,  I  here  solemnly  re- 
affirm the  charge  implied  in  the  last  clause  of  the  pre* 
amble  to  the  bill  which  I  have  submitted  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House.  I  beg  leave  to  explain  the 
ground  I  mean  to  occupy  in  making  this  charge.  I  am 
not  so  illiberal  as  to  infer  a  corrupt  motive  in  giving  or  re- 
ceiving an  office,  during  an  exciting  election,  from  the 
circumstance  that  the  politics  of  the  parties  are  the  same, 
even  when  the  person  receiving  the  appointment  is  an 
active  partisan.  Officers  must  be  appointed;  the  ap- 
pointing power  must  be  exercised;  and  when  the  per- 
sons appointed  are  honest  and  capable,  I  have  never 
complained  that  they  were  selected  from  among  political 
friends.  But,  sir,  when  appointments  are  made  from 
among  political  opponents,  who  thereupon  suddenly 
change  their  politics,  and  become  political  adherents,  or 
when  the  new  convert  from  his  late  principles  receives 
an  office  at  the  hands  of  his  new  political  associates,  I 
maintain  that  this  is  the  highest  and  most  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  a  corrupt  understanding  which  the  nature  of 
such  a  transaction  admits.  I  have  said  as  much  upon 
this  point  as  I  designed  on  the  opening  of  the  subject.  1 
may  recur  to  it  again  before  I  sit  down. 

[Here  Mr.  Bell  was  interrupted  by  a  call  for  the  or- 
ders of  the  day.  Next  day  Mr.  B.  continued  his  speech.] 

I  have  said  enough,  I  hope,  to  satisfy  the  House  that 
I  do  not  intend  to  raise  an  idle  clamor,  based  upon  vague 
and  unsupported  charges  or  rumors.  Supposing  them 
for  a  moment  to  be  true,  is  there  a  man  who  hears  me 
who  does  not  agree  that  the  subject  is  of  such  magni- 
tude, and  the  evils  so  alarming,  as  to  demand  immediate 
attention  and  redress?  ' 

But,  before  I  proceed  further,  I  wish  to  anticipate  an 
objection  as  to  the  time  at  which  I  have  thought  proper 
to  bring  forwtCrd  this  measure.  Many  gentlemen,  feel- 
ing the  pressure  of  the  great  variety  of  business  demand- 
ing the  action  of  the  House,  and  considering  the  short 
period  within  which  the  session  must  necessarily  ter- 
minate, may  desire  that  this  subject  should  be  postponed 
until  another  Congress.  It  is  my  opinion,  sir,  that  there 
is  no  time  so  fit  ks  the  present.  The  new  administration 
is  not  yet  committed,  in  practice,  to  the  support  of  the 
abuses  complained  of.  These  charges  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  construed  into  an  attack  upon  it;  and  I  take 
this  occasion  to  say  that,  for  one,  it  is  my  intention  to 
give  to  the  new  administration  every  support  to  which 
ttie  members  uf  it  shall  entitle  themselves  by  the  merit 
of  their  measures.  I  shall  endeavor,  as  far  as  poss  bic, 
to  forget  the  very  exceptionable  circumstances  and  in- 
fluences which  brought  tiiem  into  power,  in  order  th:it 
my  judgment  m»y  not  be  improperly  biased.  1  am  the 
more  inclined  tu  this  course,  because,  for  any  thing  I 
now  see  in  the  condition  of  parties,  those  who  are  now 
in  power  will  be  likely  to  govern  the  country  for  a  long 
time  to  come.  At  all  eveiitj<,  the  elements  of  opposition 
must  undergo  a  considerable  modification — there  must 
be  further  decompositions,  different  combinations,  new 
triaU  of  political  affinities,  and  a  recasting  of  parts  among 
the  actors  in  the  political  drama — before  there  can  be 
any  just  ground  to  hope  for  success  in  opposing  the  ex- 
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tnordrnary  and  powerful  political  union  which  now 
controls  the  public  administration. 

It  must,  I  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  strike  every  observer, 
who  is  not  blinded  by  interest  or  party  nge,  that  sonie 
malignant  distemper  has  seized  upon,  and  now  deeply 
affects,  our  political  system.  At  all  former  periods  we 
had,  it  is  true,  great  party  excitement,  much  crimination 
and  recrimination  between  the  respective  parties,  more  or 
less  violent  denunciation,  complaints  of  gross  infractions 
of  the  constitution,  and  other  irregularities  and  abuses; 
and,  doubtless,  there  have  been  irregularities  and  abuses 
under  every  administration^  but,  sir,  it  must  be  apparent 
to  every  one  that  there  are  some  features  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  presedt  times,  some  circumstances  of  excess 
or  novelty  developed  in  the  practical  operation  of  our 
peculiar  form  of  government,  which  were  unknown  and 
unfelt  at  any  former  period.  A  new  character  is  rapidly 
forming  and  attaching  to  our  American  institutions,  and 
birth  has  been  given  to  new  theories  as  to  their  ultimate 
destiny.  1  can  on\y  glance  at  those  general  results,  as 
conclusions  which  present  themselves  upon  a  review  of 
the  actual  state  of  things.  It  is  an  old  maxim,  or  propo- 
sition, that  power  is  never  so  absolute,  or  the  danger 
that  it  will  become  perpetual  so  great,  as  when  it  is 
commenced  and  wielded  in  the  name  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the4>eople.  The  truth  of  this  saying  is  con- 
firmed by  the  experience  of  this  country  at  this  time. 
It  is  demonstrated  that  the  partition  of  power,  establish- 
ed by  the  constitution  between  several  departments  of 
the  Government,  and  all  other  barriers  interposed  by 
that  instrument,  have  not  been  sufficient  to  prevent  the 
practical  accumulation  of  all  power  in  a  single  depart- 
ment. That  a  complete  change  has  taken  place  in  the 
action  of  the  Government,  within  the  last  tew  years,  is 
too  manifest  to  require  elaborate  illustration.  Take  one 
striking  evidence  of  the  fact,  which  has  struck  me  pain- 
fully, yet  forcibly.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  msking 
long,  and  often  circuitous,  journeys  to  this  Capitol,  from 
a  distant  residence,  during  the  last  nine  or  ten  years{ 
and  during  all  that  period  there  have  been  subjects  of 
more  or  less  interest  among  the  people,  and  which  were 
to  be  settled  and  regulated  at  this  seat  of  Government 
and  power.  For  the  first  few  years  of  my  experience 
in  passing  over  the  country,  the  inquiry  was,  **  What 
will  Congress  do?"  when  any  subject  of  public  and  na- 
tional interest  or  policy  was  spoken  of.  **  What  will  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives  do?  What  will  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  do?"  But,  sir,  we  hear  these 
inquiries  qp  longer.  No  one  now  asks,  nor  seems  to 
care,  what  the  chosen  delegates  of  the  people  in  Con- 
gress may  feel  or  think  upon  any  subject.  The  form 
of  interrogation  is  changed.  The  question  is,  both  from 
citizen  and  foreigner,  what  will  the  President  do?  What 
will  he  say  in  his  message?  What  will  Andrew  Jickson 
do?  What  will  the  people's  President  do?  His  will  and 
purpose  ascertained,  it  is  understood  that  Congress  will 
conform  their  action  to  it.  This  single  fact  in  the  history 
of  this  country  will  be  sufficient  to  stamp  the  present  as 
the  period  of  transition  from  a  popular  representative 
Government  to  the  Government  of  an  elective  presiden- 
cy— ^of  a  political  chief.  A  revolution  in  the  Government 
is,  in  some  sense,  complete.  We  have  no  longer  a  Gov- 
ernment constituted  of  two  or  more  separate  depart- 
ments— of  an  executive  and  of  a  legislative  department. 
All  power,  ii^  substance  and  effect,  is  concentrated  in 
the  hands  of  one  department — in  one  headi  and  that 
head,  1  am  sorry  to  say,  is  the  head  of  a  party. 

The  only  example  of  the  independent  sction  of  this 
House  upon  any  subject  in  which  the  President  was 
pleased  to  manifest  any  decided  interest,  which  has  oc- 
curred within  the  last  two  years,  was  the  passage  of  the 
deposite  ur  distribution  bill  at  the  last  session.  But  let 
all  the  circumstances  under  which  that  measure  was 
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sanctioned  by  this  House  be  held  in  memory.  Let  it 
never  be  forgotten  that  it  passed  only  by  opposing  pat- 
ronage to  patronage,  money  to  money,  and  arraying  cor- 
ruption against  corruption.  The  people  and  the  States 
were  brought  to  desire  and  demand  a  more  equal  divis- 
ion of  the  spoils — of  that  portion  of  the  public  moneys 
which,  according  to  former  practice,  would  have  been 
employed  in  corrupting  particular  States  or  sections  of 
the  Union,  and  in  attaching  them  to  the  party  In  power 
by  appropriating  it  to  various  objects  of  local  improve- 
ment. In  no  other  way  was  it  possible  to  have  defeated 
(he  manifest  determination  of  those  in  power  to  add  the 
entire  accruing  surplus  in  the  Treasury  to  the  enormous 
patronage  already  within  their  control.  It  was  by  them 
decreed  that  the  expenditures  should  be  raised  to  the 
standard  of  the  existing  revenue.  But  mark  the  instant 
change  in  their  policy :  the  moment  it  was  ascertained, 
by  a  test  vote  in  this  House,  that  the  surplus  was  about 
to  be  rescued  from  their  insatiate  grasp,  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  McKat]  was  upon  his  legs, 
proposing  to  reduce  the  revenue;  and  more  patriots 
sprung  up  in  one  moment,  in  this  House,  than  I  had 
dreamed  were  to  be  found  in  the  ranks  of  public  men  in 
the  whole  country. 

The  entire  party  now  became  satisfied  that  the  reve- 
nue should  be  speedily  reduced  to  the  actual  wants  of  the 
Government.  The  views  of  the  President  himself,  it 
seems,  itnderwent  a  great  and  sudden  change.  In  his 
message  to  Congress  at  the  last  session,  he  thought  the 
surplus  might  be  well  applied  to  the  increase  of  the  pub- 
lic defences,  and  to  various  objects  of  national  impor- 
taince.  Then  be  was  of  opinion  that  the  famous  compro- 
mise act,  as  tt  is  called,  was  too  sacred  to  be  touched; 
that  it  involved  too  many  interests,  connected  itself  with 
too  many  delicate  sympathies,  to  be  disturbed  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  getting  clear  of  a  surplus  revenue  fur 
a  few  years.  The  extraordinary  increase  of  the  revenue 
from  the  public  lands  in  that  year  he  regarded  only  as 
an  evidence  of  the  increasing  prosperity  of  the  country, 
and  practical  proof  of  the  beneficient  and  successful  ad- 
ministration of  public  affairs,  of  which  be  was  at  the 
head.  A  surplus  then  had  no  terrors  in  it.  But  since 
the  passage  of  the  act  for  distributing  it  among  the 
States,  it  would  seem  that  nothing  is  so  replete  with  hor- 
rible mischief,  in  the  mind  of  the  President  or  of  the 
p«tty,  as  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury!  The  famous  com- 
promise act  no  longer  presents  any  obstacle  to  the  re- 
duction of  the  tarin*;  the  extraordinary  increase  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  is  discovered  to  be  the  re- 
sult of  a  diseased  instead  of  a  healthful  and  prosperous 
action  of  the  political  system.  It  was  worthy  of  note 
that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  CAMBaxiEve] 
suddenly  discovered  that  corruption  threatened  the 
States  by  the  distribution  of  the  surplus,  without  seem- 
ing ever  to  have  spent  a  thought  about  the  corruptions 
which  threatened  the  country  from  permitting  the  sur- 
plus to  be  expended,  or  rather  prodigally  squandered, 
by  the  General  Government. 

[Mr.  BxLL  here  gave  way  to  a  call  for  the  orders  of 
the  day.  The  subject  did  not  again  come  up  till  the  fol» 
lowing  Tuesday,  when  Mr.  Bxll  concluded  his  speech.] 

Mr.  Beli,  after  noticing  an  article  in  the  morning's 
G^obe,  which  reflected  upon  him,  spoke  as  folllows: 

Before  I  resume  my  remarks,  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  the 
subject  of  my  motion,  I  brg  leave  to  do  an  act  of  justice 
to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  McKat,]  to 
whom  I  alluded  when  I  addressed  the  House  the  other 
day.  Ttiat  gentlemsn  has,  1  know,  always  been  an  ad- 
vocate for  a  reduction  of  the  revenue;  and  when  1  de- 
scribed him  as  having  presented  his  rescilution  immedi- 
ately after  it  became  manifest  that  the  surplus  would  be 
distributed,  at  the  last  session,  I  referred  to  him  merely 
as  the  organ  of  the  party  in  that  step.     I  presumed  that 
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he  was  ^Iftd  to  avail  himself  of  the  change  of  lentiroent 
which  had  recently  manifested  itself  among  his  political 
associates  in  the  House,  in  carrying  out  his  own  long- 
cherished  policy. 

When  1  was  interrupted  by  the  call  for  the  orders  of 
the  day  when  last  up,  I  was  digressing  from  the  point 
which  I  had  intended  to  establish,  which  was,  that  all 
actual  power  was  now  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive;  and  I  refer  to  the  general  acquiescence  of 
this  House  in  the  will  of  the  President  as  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  my  proposition;  but  th<$  condition  of  the 
Senate  will  illustrate  my  position  more  clearly.  Ac- 
cording to  all  the  early  expounders  of  the  constitution,  the 
Senate  was  constituted  upon  the  principle  of  long  terms 
and  a  select  constituency,  the  State  Legislatures,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  greater  stability  and  uniformity  to  the 
action  of  the  Government.  It  was  intended  as'a  coun- 
terpoise to  the  Representatives  of  the  people  in  this 
House,  who  were  supposed  to  be  more  under  the  influ- 
ence of  popular  impulses.  I  beg  leave  to  quote  a  sen- 
tence or  two  from  a  celebrated  volume,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  peculiar  structure  of  the  Senate: 

<•  As  the  cool  and  deliberate  sense  of  the  community 
ought,  in  all  Governments,  and  actually  will.  In  all  free 
Governments,  ultimately  prevail  over  the  views  of  its 
rulers,  so  there  are  particular  moments  in  public  affairs 
when  the  people,  stimulated  by  some  irregular  passion 
or  some  illicit  advantage,  or  misled  by  the  artful  misrep- 
resentations of  interested  men,  nney  call  for  measures 
which  they  themselves  will  afterwards  be  most  ready  to 
lament  and  condemn.  In  these  critical  moments,  how 
salutary  will  be  the  interference  of  some  temperate  and 
respectable  body  of  citizens,  in  order  to  check  the  mis- 
guided career,  and  to  suspend  the  blow  meditated  by 
the  people  against  themselves,  until  reason,  justice,  and 
truth,  can  regain  the  authority  over  the  public  mind." 
These  are  the  sentiments  of  James  Madison.  Now, 
sir,  we  know  that  the  Senate  is  reduced  to  a  state  of  ab- 
solute submission— given  over  to  the  guidance  of  every 
popular  gale  blown  up  by  the  artifices  of  as  unprinci- 
pled and  reckless  a  class  of  men  as  ever  made  their  ap- 
pearance in  any  age  or  country.  If  the  sea  of  public 
sentiment,  thrown  into  commotion  by  the  puffings  of 
that  great  political  bellaws,  the  Globe,  shall  happen  to 
set  in  half  a  dozen  different  directions  in  the  same  fort- 
night,  the  unhappy  Senate  roust  tack  and  change  its 
course  as  often,  or  be  denounced  as  contumacious,  and 
opposed  to  the  voice  of  the  people.  In  truth,  the  Sen- 
ate described  by  Madison  is  no  more.  It  is  the  most 
Mipple  and  compliant  body  of  the  two,  not  only  as  re- 
gards the  sudden  impulses  of  popular  feeling,  but  also 
the  mandates  of  power. 

But,  further,  as  to  the  Senate.  The  members  of  that' 
body  were  designed  by  the  authors  of  the  constitution 
to  be  the  advisers  and  counsellors  of  the  President  in  the 
exercise  of  the  appointing  power.  It  is  remarkable  that 
it  was  the  early  opinion  of  both  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Colo- 
nel Hamilton,  the  leaders  of  the  two  extremes  in  poli- 
tics, that  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  was  necessary 
before  the  President  could  remove  a  public  officer;  but 
1  do  not  mean  to  press  this  point,  nor  do  I  wish  to  dis- 
turb the  settled  doctrine  in  relation  to  it.  It  is  certain 
that  the  Senate  was  designed  by  the  constitution  to  be 
taken  into  the  council  of  the  President  in  making  trea- 
ties, as  well  as  in  making  the  most  important  appoint- 
ments, when  it  prescribed,  as  a  condition  to  the  validity 
of  all  treaties  and  appointments,  « the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate."  But,  sir,  while  the  power  of  the 
veto,  vested  in  the  President  over  the  proceedings  of 
Congretf,  flourishes  in  excess,  what  has  become  of  a 
similar  power  in  the  Senate  over  the  treaties  and  ap- 
pointments of  the  President?  Abrogated,  rescinded, 
expunged,  practically,  from  the  constitution,  and  tram- 


pled uuder  foot.  If  any  Senator  shall  dare  to  oppose 
any  important  nomination  of  tl^e  President,  or  to  question 
the  propriety  of  a  treaty,  he  is  denounced  as  the  tool  of 
a  faction,  or,  if  he  belongs  to  the  dominant  party,  bia 
conduct  is  instantly  branded  as  an  act  of  infidelity  to  the 
party!  Then,  sir,  I  repeat  that  the  Senate  no  longer 
exercises  its  most  important  constitutional  functions;  and 
that  the  design  of  its  peculiar  structure  is  defeated.  It 
is  also  manifest  that  a  revolution  has  taken  place  in  the 
practical  operation  of  the  Government. 

But  there  are  other  symptoms,  indicating  a  highly  dis- 
eased state  of  the  body  politic.  The  charges  upon  the 
people— the  permanent  annual  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment—have been  increased  ten  milions,  or  nearly  a 
hundred  per  cent.,  during  the  present  administration, 
and  chiefly  within  the  last  two  years!  And,  after  care- 
ful examination,  I  am  able  to  state,  further,  that  this  esti- 
mate of  the  astonishing  increase  of  the  public  burdens 
is  exclusive  of  the  increased  amount  of  pensions  grant- 
ed under  the  present  administration,  and  of  the  large 
sums  paid  in  extinguishing  the  Indian  title  to  the  public 
lands!  The  entire  charge  upon  the  people  for  support 
of  the  Government  of  their  choice,  in  all  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  public  service,  did  not  exceed  twelve 
millions  and  a  half,  exclusive  of  the  public  debt,  when 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate  assumed  the  management 
of  public  affairs.  The  present  annual  charge  upon  the 
people,  for  the  same  objects,  and  which  appear  to  be 
permanent,  exceeda  twenty-three  millions!  What  do 
you  say,  air,  to  an  increase  of  ten  millions  in  eight  years, 
and  this  under  an  administration  which  ousted  the  pre- 
ceding one  upon  a  charge  of  profligacy  and  extrava- 
gance, and  came  in  pledged  to  retrenchment  and  reform } 
But  what  is  still  more  surprising  is,  that  none  of  the 
great  establishments  for  the  public  defence  have  received 
any  considerable  augmentation  in  the  mean  time.  Not- 
withstanding the  liberal  annual  appropriations  for  (be  in- 
crease and  support  of  the  navy,  that  branch  of  the  pub- 
lic defence  was,  last  year,  notoriously  in  a  most  disgrace- 
ful state  of  dilapidation;  and  what  is  still  more  surpri- 
sing, although  we  have  confessedly  a  military  Presi- 
dent, yet  at  no  period  since  the  foundation  of  the  Gov- 
erment  was  the  army  in  a  more  deplorable  condition, 
nor  our  military  operations  more  discreditable  to  the 
country !  I  affirm  that  the  military  service  of  the  coun- 
try is,  at  this  moment,  in  the  last  stage  of  disorder  and 
inibecility.  Our  officers,  of  the  highest  merit,  are  dis- 
contented and  dispirited;  our  hip^hest  military  talents  dis- 
credited by  defective  organization,  and  the  want  of  due 
attention  and  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  Executive 
Government.  Three  major  generals  have  had  their 
**  Northern  laurels  converted  into  Southern  willows**  in 
the  course  of  little  more  than  twelve  months,  and  the 
spectacle  has  been  exhibited  of  a  handful  of  savages  set- 
ting at  defiance  the  arms  and  resources  of  this  great 
confederated  republic  for  years!  Yet  all  that  devoted 
and  gallant  men  could  do,  unsupported  by  the  Govern- 
ment, has  been  done  by  the  subordinate  officers  and  aol- 
diers,  both  regulars  and  volunteers.  These  Indian  wars, 
which  will  have  cost  the  Government  fifleen  millions  be- 
fore they  are  concluded,  it  is  now  sufficiently  manifest, 
bad  their  origin  in  the  gross  misconduct  of  our  agents, 
the  frauds  of  our  own  citizens  upon  the  Indians,  and  the 
culpable  neglect,  if  not  connivance,  of  the  Government; 
wars  which  have  entailed  disgrace  upon  our  arms  and  a 
stain  upon  our  national  character!  Let  us  hear  no  more 
of  the  moneys  extorted,  by  the  energy  and  address  of 
the  President,  from  foreign  Powers,  when,  for  every 
million  thus  restored  to  the  pockets  of  our  merchants, 
the  people  are  taxed  two  millions,  by  reason-of  the  gross 
I  neglect  of  our  domestic  affairs. 

I  omit  to  notice  the  deranged  condition  of  the  curren- 
'  cy  and  of  exchange,  because  that  is  a  subject  which 
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miistf  for  a  long  time,  be  judged  of  by  prejudice.  But 
1  cannot  pass  oyer,  in  this  enumeration  of  the  actual 
ttate  of  the  country,.  Ibe  condition  of  the  public  press. 
The  great  source  of  light  and  knowledge  has  been  cor- 
rupted by  the  patrontge  which  has  been  lavished  upon 
it  by  this  House  and  by  the  Executive  Government. 
The  moat  important  instrument  employed  in  the  moral 
improvement  of  society  has  been  polluted  and  broken 
up.  No  one  knows  what  to  believe  or  disbelieve,  un* 
less  he  shall  have  the  evidence  of  personal  knowledge 
and  confidence.  I,  of  course,  do  not  mean  that  there 
are  no  exceptions  amon^  the  public  journals,  which 
come  under  this  description.  A  morbid  appetite  has 
been  created,  and  fosterad  chiefly  by  the  example  of  the 
oflicial  organ,  (the  Globe,)  for  violent  denunciation,  in- 
vective, and  cahimnyt  and  party  excitement  and  preju- 
dices have  risen  to  such  excess,  that  the  mass  of  the 
followers  of  the  leaders  on  either  side  are  prone  to  rush 
into  the  most  ruinous  extremes,  to  gratify  their  own  or 
their  leaders*  passions  or  interest,  heedless  of  truth, 
reckless  of  justice,  and  ofVen,  no  doubt,  unconscious  of 
the  injury  which  they  inflict  upon  the  country.  When 
the  most  important  branches  of  the  public  service  have 
thus  been  neglected,  and  suffered  to  fall  into  disorder; 
when  our  arms  are  dls^aced,  the  national  justice  com* 
promitted,  our  expenditures  doubled,  and  our  free  Gov- 
ernment changed  in  its  practical  operation;  what  great 
boon  has  the  administration,  under  which  all  these  things 
have  come  to  pass,  bestowed  upon  the  country  by  way 
of  recompense?  It  has  been  able  to  propagate  itself! 
This,  the  chief  end  of  its  existence,  and  the  only  lingle 
object  kept  in  view  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  it, 
bas  been  accomplished!  A  man  has  been  elevated  to 
the  presidency  who  could  and  did  boast,  before  the 
American  people  and  the  whole  world,  that  be  accounted 
it  glory  enough  for  him  to  have  served  under  such  a 
chief  as  General  Jackson!  And  our  boasted  institutions 
have  so  soon  developed  such  a  result!  The  profound 
observer  of  the  causes  of  human  events  will  seek  no 
other  evidence,  require  no  better  proof  than  this  simple 
fact,  to  convince  him  that  the  sun  of  American  liberty  is 
differing  an  eclipse. 

Is  there  nothing  in  this  extraordinary  catalogue,  this 
enumeration  of  alarming  results  in  the  action  of  our 
cherished  political  ^stem,  to  awaken  inquiry  or  excite  the 
fears  of  the  patriotic  citizen?  But  1  have  omitted  to  no- 
tice the  nnost  striking  anomaly,  the  greatest  phenomenon 
of  the  times.  After  all  that  1  have  said  of  the  deranged 
and  distempered  condition  of  public  aifairs^  I  am  still 
obliged  to  confess  that  the  administration,  which  is  justly 
responsible  for  every  evil  of  the  times,  is  popular.  But 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  are  various  kinds  of 
popularity.  It  may  be  with  administrations  as  it  some- 
■  times  happens  to  individuals,  that  the  glare  of  a  single 
splendid  achievement  has  been  suflicient  to  cover  over, 
as  with  a  mantle,  the  errors  and  irregularities  of  a  whole 
life^  and  still  leave  the  fortunate  actor  in  good  odor  with 
the  public  Popularity,  in  general,  follows  success  in 
all  daring  enterprises,  and  often  when  they  are  unlawful. 
It  follows  thai  popularity  is  not  always  the  best  test  of 
merit  or  general  propriety;  it  is  sometimes  artificial,  fac- 
titious, and  more  seeming  than  real.  When  real,  it  is 
often  the  homage  of  the  profligate  and  interested  who 
are  bought,  or  of  the  credulous  and  ignorant  who  are 
deluded.  Tbent  whether  popularity  attaches  to  individ- 
uals or  administrations,  it  does  not  always  augur  well  for 
a  republic.  Without  undeHaking  to  decide  upon  which 
of  these  bases  the  popularity  of  this  administration 
sUnds,  I  refer  to  the  fact  that  it  is  popular  merely  as  a 
further  proof  of  the  novel  and  alarming  developments  of 
our  favorite  system  of  government. 

Now,  sir,  r  proceed  to  notice  the  general  nature  and 
character  of  the  malady  which  is  attended  with  so  many 


bad  symptoms.  Whence  the  action  of  our  chosen  form 
of  government,  in  so  many  essential  branches  of  if,  so 
contrary  to  all  that  was  hoped  and  predicted  of  its  results 
by  its  immortal  founders^  I  will  endeavor  to  expound 
to  you.  In  the  first  place,  the  patronage  of  the  Govern- 
ment, we  shall  find,  upon  inquiry,  to  have  been  extend- 
ed immeasurably  beyond  any  thing  anticipated,  or  even 
conjectured,  by  the  framers  of  the  conatitution.  I  had 
occasion  to  refer  to  the  historical  fact,  in  addressing  the 
House  upon  another  subject,  at  a  former  session,  that 
the  entire  patronage  of  the  Post  Office  Department  was 
wholly  unnoticed  and  disregarded  in  the  estimate  of  the 
amount  of  patronage  about  to  be  conferred  upon  the 
Federal  Government  by  the  adoption  of  the  constitution 
in  its  present  form.  This  single  branch  of  patronage,  un- 
foreseen and  unprovided  against  by  the  illustrious  authors 
of  the  constitution,  is  now  perhaps  greater  in  influence 
than  all  the  other  branches  put  together.  So  erring  and 
short-sighted  are  the  wisest  of  mortab!  In  the  second 
place,  the  weight  and  influence  of  this  extended  amount 
of  patronage  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  as  an  engine 
of  power,  has  been  increased  one  hundred  fold,  of  late, 
by  the  unconstitutional  abuse  of  it,  as  I  will  presently 
demonstrate.  All  former  calculations  of  the  probable 
amount  and  influence  of  patronage  in  our  scheme  of 

Sovemment  are  thus  baffled  and  set  at  defiance.  Some 
egree  of  influence,  through  the  use  of  patronage,  may 
be  admissible  in  the  Executive,  in  order  to  secure  proper  . 
talents  and  respect  for  the  office  of  President,  and  to 
insure  a  due  co-operation  from  the  other  departments  of 
the  Government;  but  the  basis  of  this  influence  has  re- 
cently been  enlarged  to  an  extent  which  must,  in  the 
end,  if  not  narrowed  down,  terminate  in  the  entire  de- 
struction and  overthrow  of  our  system.  A  great  misfor- 
tune is,  that  every  other  evil  necessarily  Incident  to  a 
free  Government  is  increased  in  an  equal  ratio.  The 
same  increase  and  abuse  of  patronage  which  have  con- 
centrated all  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  has 
imparted  a  new  stimulus,  and  consequently  given  in- 
ereased  fury,  to  party  feeling  and  party  contests.  The 
competition  for  honors  and  offices,  always  a  prolific 
source  of  party  divisions  in  a  free  Government,  bas,  by 
the  multiplication  of  vacancies  and  the  tenure  of  party 
service  by  which  offices  are  held,  become  so  fierce  as 
to  threaten  the  peace  and  security — much  more,  the 
comfort  and  happiness  of  society.  From  the  same  catfse 
has  also  sprung  the  polluted  and  prostituted  condition  of 
the  public  press,  and  every  other  corruption  of  the 
times.  The  abuse  of  patronage  is  the  Pandora's  box  of 
our  system;  it  is  the  original  sin  of  our  political  condi- 
tion, to  which  every  other  sin  of  the  times  may  be  fairly 
ascribed. 

It  is  idle,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  Is  in  vain  to  point  out,  from 
year  to  year,  in  this  hall,  as  has  been  done,  the  existence 
of  the  grossest  irregularities  and  abuses  in  every  branch 
of  the  public  service.  It  is  in  vain  that  these  abuses  and 
corruptions  shall  be  stripped  of  their  disguises,  and  por- 
trayed to  the  countrybin  all  the  disgusting  deformity  with 
which  a  rich  imagination,  and  an  eloquence  not  often 
surpassed  in  this  or  any  other  country,  can  invest  them. 
It  is  in  vain  that  we  institute  investigations;  resolve  upon 
retrenchment  and  reform;  that  we  enact  laws  to  multiply 
checks,  and  increase  the  accountability  of  public  offi- 
cers. It  will  be  only  cutting  off  the  heads  of  the  Hydra, 
which  will  be  eternally  reproduced,  until  we  shall  have 
the  coursge  to  attack  and  destroy  the  monster  itself. 
All,  all,  sir,  will  be  vain,  while  we  suffer  ^e  original 
source  of  the  evil  to  remain  undisturbed.  I  repeSt  that* 
it  is  labor  thrown  away,  it  is  time  and  talent  exhausted 
in  fruitless  efforts,  to  pursue  with  research,  however  re- 
lentless and  penetrating,  the  authors  of  corruption,  of 
fraud  and  peculation,  in  the  public  offices,  while  the 
prolific  parent  of. all  is  permitted  to  survive.    When  was 
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more  time,  a  fj^reater  proportion  of  business  talent,  more 
patient  invesligation,  bestowed  upon  such  subjects  than 
at  the  close  of  the  late  administration?    When  was  the 
public  mind  better  prepared,  not  only  to  sustain  and 
carry  out,  but,  as  it  appeared  to  me  at  the  time,  to  com- 
pel the  execution  of  the  plan  of  reform  then  pointed 
out  and  snnounced  to  the  country?    But,  sir,  such  was 
the  charm  of  a  new  administration,  so  powerful  was  the 
effect  of  the  siren  whispers  of  executive  power,  that  the 
commotion  which  had  so  recently  threatened  to  unhinge 
society  itself  was  suddenly  hushed  into  a  dead  calm;  and 
it  has  so  turned  out,  that  all  the  vices  of  the  late  admin- 
istration, which  gave  rise  to  so  much  excitement,  would 
not  constitute  a  tithe  of  those,  of  the  same  nature,  and 
Gjlhers  even  of  a  more  wicked  and  mischievous  charac- 
ter, which  exist  at  the  present  moment.    As  a  most  con- 
clusive proof  that  we  do  not  set  about  reform  at  the 
right  point,  or  in  the  right  way,  1  refer  to  the  enormous 
mass  of  abuses  which  were  lately  laid  bare  in  the  Post 
Office  Department.     These  abuses  were  accumulating 
for  years;  they  were  repeatedly  charged  to  exist;  but 
inquiry  was  evaded  fi'om  year  to  year,  until,  like  the 
smothered  flames  of  a  pent-up  and  consuming  fire,  they 
burst  forih  at  once  into  light,  too  gross  to  be  any  longer 
concealed  from  the  public  eye.     Well,  sir,  do  we  find 
the  progress  of  abuses  and  corruption  in  the  other  de- 
partments of  the  public  service  checked  by  that  disclo- 
V  sure?    Not  at  all.     Is  the  Post  Office  iuelf  free  from 
abuses?     1  answer,  it  is  not.     The  administration,  which 
winked  at  the  abuses  of  the  PostOfBce  Department  for 
so  many  years,  instead  of  suffering  any  disparagement  in 
public  estimation  on  that  account,  acquired  new  laurels 
and  increased  popularity  from  its  ready  condescension  in 
taking  upon  itself  the  reorganization  of  the  Department 
and  the  reform  of  abuses,  the  moment  they  could  no 
longer  conceal  their  existence  from  the  public.     I  beg 
leave.  In  connexion  with  this  subject,  to  notice  some 
portion  of  the  remarks  made  in  this  House,  not  long 
since,  by  a  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Haxir.]    That 
gentleman  took  upon  himself,   rather  hszardously,  I 
think,  to  say  that  the  charge  of  abuses  in  the  administra* 
tion  was  unfounded;  snd  he  said  he  knew  about  as  much, 
in  relation  to  the  subject,  as  those  who  made  the  charges. 
That  gentleman  should  remember  that  such  was  the  un- 
varying response,  session  after  session,  in  regard  to  the 
abuses  in  the  Post  Office  Department.     At  the  same 
time  a  gentleman,  distinguished  for  his  skill  as  a  criminal 
lawyer,  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  in  the  Senate,  and  was  beard  to  boast  of  his 
service  to  the  administration  in  shielding  the  Department 
from  the  attacks  of  a  powerful  opposition!     I'he  denial 
of  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Haicib]  is  about  as  much  to  be 
relied  upon  now  as  were  those  made  three  years  ago. 
But,  sir,  I  am  digressing  from  my  subject.     I  was  en- 
deavoring to  show  that  the  only  true  and  effective  reform 
will  be,  to  curb  the  abuse  of  patronage.     Sir,  if  we 
should  this  day-reduce  the  patronage  of  the  Government 
one  half,  and  suffer  the  remainiiig4ialf  to  be  administer- 
ed upon  the  principles  practised  upon  of  late,  it  would 
still  be  sufficient  in  amount  to  taint  the  whole  country; 
to  make  the  business  of  pohtics  a  traffic  In  corruption, 
and  drive  every  man  of  spirit  and  principle  from  the 
public  service. 

I  come  now,  sir,  to  notice  and  identify  the  specific 
vices,  in  the  action  of  the  Government,  which  I  regard 
aa  the  cause  and  source  of  all  public  abuses  of  which  we 
complain.  1  have  given  a  summary  of  them  in  the  pre- 
amble to  the  bill  under  consideration. 

The  first  clause  of  that  preamble  assumes  that  the 
practice  of  removal  from  office,  for  opinion'^  sake,  has 
prevailed  under  the  present  administration.  Can  there 
be  a  question  as  to  the  fact?  I  know  there  is  no  gentle- 
man upon  this  floor,  who  repreients  any  of  the  Northern 


or  Knstern  States,  who  will  be  bold  enough  to  deny  tha 
charge.     In  the  South  and  Southwest,  1  admit,  public 
sentiment  has  restrained  the  course  of  the  administration, 
and  but  few  instances  are  to  be  found  in  these  sections; 
but  still,  even  there  public  officers  have  been  taught  that 
they  indulge  their  independent  sentiments  at  the  hsiard 
of  their  places.     I  have  heard  it  ststed,  and  I  believe  it 
to  be  true,  that  upwards  of  one  thousand  removals  have 
been  made  since  General  Jackson  came  into  office;  and 
t^at,  in  almost  every  case,  the  only  reason  which  could 
with  truth  or  plausibility  be  assigned  for  them  was  their 
politics.     If  we  examine  into  the  effect  of  this  system  of 
pun  shment,  we  shall  find  that  a  few  removals,  judicious- 
ly distributed  over  the  Union,  would  have  all  the  effect, 
in  general,  of  a  much  greater  number.    Acting  upon 
this  principle,  to  aome  extent,  the  whole  army  of  offi- 
cals  was  decimated  at  the  commencement  of  this  adminis- 
tration.    Sir,  under  the  direction  of  a  skilful  tactician, 
ten  removals  would  be  sufficient  to  keep  ten  thousand 
office-holders  in  obedience.     But,  notwithstanding  the 
general  notoriety  of  this  practice  in  some  secti«ms  of  the 
Union,  there  are  dis'ricts  in  the  S«»uth  and  Southwest  in 
which  its  existence  is  denied.     1  do  not  mean  to  trouble 
the  House  with  proofs,  in  detail,  at  present.     I  will  con- 
tent myself  with  affirming  that  this  practice  has  been 
pursued  in  some  sections  of  the  Union  to  a  most  shame 
ful  extent.     I  have  myself  heard  gentlemen  of  influence 
and  standing  in  the  psrty,  from  every  qusrter  of  the 
country,  avow  and  vindicate  the  propriety  of  such  a  prac- 
tice.    I  confess  I  never  heard  any  man  defend  a  propo* 
sition  so  monstrous  to  my  mind,  who,  in  my  opinion,  had 
ever  troubled  himself  to  inquire  what  was  either  right 
or  wrong  in  the  practice,  or  who  cared  whether  it  could 
be  defended  upon  principle  or  not;  they  were  what  are 
called  good  party  men,  and  they  feared  no  other  respon- 
sibility.    A  good  party  man,  we  know,  sir,  fears  neither 
God  nor  his  own  conscience,  provided  his  party  approve 
his  conduct.     I  am  able,  sir,  to  make  this  further  state- 
ment upon  this  subject,  that  I  have  hesrd  gentlemen  of 
distinction,  as  party  leaders,  maintain  the  doctrine  that 
by  no  other  device  or  invention  can  a  party  be  kept  to- 
gether; that  is  to  say,  that  bribery  and  corruption  are  the 
only  lasting  cements  of  party!     It  is  not  only  the  party 
in  power  which  practices  upon  this  odious  policy.     I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  the  opposition  is  not  entirely  free  from 
this  sin.  In  several  of  the  States,  as  I  am  informed,  where 
they  have  chanced  at  any  time  to  succeed  in  the  State 
elections,  the  practice  has  been  to  sweep  the  public  of- 
fices of  every  incumbent,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest; 
even  a  petty  receiver  of  tolls,  or  a  lock-keeper  upon  a 
canal,  cannot  escape  their  prescriptive  vengeance.   Such 
a  practice  I  consider  a  disgrace  to  any  Government,  but 
more  especially  to  a  free  Government  like  our  own.     Nor 
do  I  believe  that  any  Government  can  continue  free  un- 
der its  operation.     All  party  divisions  must  soon  come 
to  be  founded  upon  the  desire  and  a  calculation  of  the 
chances  of  office  among  politicians;  all  elections  must 
come  to  be  a  mere  contest  for  the  offices  and  employ- 
ments of  stale;  and  there  can  be  but  one  end  to  such  a 
system:  first,  general  corruption;  and,  finally,  violence 
and  diaorganization.     I  can  neither  sympathize  with  nor 
wish  success  to  one  party  more  than  another,  whether 
the  contest  be  for  power  in  the  State  or  in  the  Federal 
Government,  when  both  are,  in  nny  judgment,  alike  mer- 
cenary, corrupt,  and  unprincipled.     Sir,  when  I  think  of 
the  effect  of  this  precedent,  or  rather  what  must  be  the 
effect  of  this  practice  of  removal  for  opinion's  sake,  when 
it  shall  once  be  fully  established  and  acquiesced  in,  1  am 
utterly  amazed  that  any  public  man  who  countenances 
such  a  practice  should  escape  the  open  expression  of 
public  indignation,  instead  of  receiving  the  applause  and 
support  of  the  people.     What  is  the  inevitable  tendency 
of  this  practice?     To  corrupt,  to  reduce  to  the  con- 
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dition  of  mere  creatures  of  executive  will,  every  man 
who  fills  any  oiHce  or  holds  any  employment  under  Gov- 
ernment; to  compel  them,  whatever  may  be  their  own 
sentiments,  or  whatever  they  mny  think  of  the  conduct 
of  our  administration,  to  support  its  measures,  right  or 
wrong,  or  be  driven  from  their  places.  Since  the  pre- 
cedent has  been  established  of  a  G-jvernment  candidate 
far  the  presidency,  they  must  support  him  alsontnder  a 
Ike  penalty.  It  is  proper,  upon  a  question  of  this  mag- 
nitude, to  have  clear  ideas.  I  have  said  that  this  system 
tends  to  corrupt  the  public  oiBcers.  What  is  corrup- 
tion? Whenever  any  public  officer  or  other  citizen  is  in- 
duced, either  by  the  hope  of  office  or  promotion,  or  the 
fear  of  losing  an  office  or  empltiyment  already  in  his 
possession,  to  give  his  influence  or  vote  in  favor  of  any 
man's  election,  contrary  to  his  private  unbiased  judg- 
ment, it  is  a  esse  of  corruption. 

In  tlie  preamble  to  the  bill  which  I  have  submitted  for 
the  action  of  the  House,  the  practice  of  removal  from  of- 
fice upon  political  grounds  is  denounced  as  a  violation  of 
the  freedom  of  elections,     it  is  so.     Every  improper  or 
undue  influence,  or,  in  other  word",  every  interest  or 
temptation  brought  to  bear  upon  the  min^  of  a  qualified 
elector,  in  Great  Britain,  to  induce  him  to  vote  for  men 
or  measures  contrary  to  the  suggestions  of  his  free  and 
unbiased  judgment,  has  ever  been  declared  by  the  laws, 
and  denounced  by  every  commentator  upon  the  British 
constitution,  as  a  violation  of  the  freedom  of  elections. 
Elections  cannot  be  free  where  the  voters  or  electors  are 
either  bribed  by  actual  gifts  or  the  promise  of  office,  on 
the  one  hand,  or  intimidated  by  the  fear  of  the  loss  of  of- 
fice, and  often  the  means  of  subsisting  their  families,  to 
support  any  particular  candidate  for  the  presidency  or 
vice  presidency.     The  elective  franchise,  or  the  right  of 
the  people  to  choose  their  own  legislative  or  executive 
functionaries,  so  far  from  being  an  adequate  security  for 
the  protection  of  the  great  objects  for  which  Government 
was  eatablisned,  if  it  may  be  made  dependent  upon  and 
subservient  to  the  will  of  any  man,  or  any  set  of  men, 
will  be  no  security  at  all.     It  will  be  a  mere  mockery— 
an  imposition  upon  the  people.     It  will  only  afford  an 
opportunity  to  the  ambitious  and  unprincipled  to  possess 
themaelves  of  unlawful  power,  through  the  medium  of 
the  ordinary  constitutional  forms.     By  the  theory  of  the 
constitution,  all  elections  are  to  be  determined  by  the  will 
or  choice  of  a  majority  of  the  qualified  electors  in  the 
several  States;  and  this  is  the  means  provided  for  securing 
a  good  administration  and  preventing  a  bad  one — for  put- 
ting good  men  into  office  and  power,  and  keeping  out 
bad  ones.     But  here  are  one  hundred  thousand  voters  or 
electors,  who  come  to  the  polls  and  declare  not  their  own 
will  and  choice,  but  the  will  of  those  who  g<ive  them  their 
employments,  and  who  hold  the  power  of  dispossessing 
them.     Power  over  a  man's  support  and  the  subsistence 
of  his  family  is,  in  general,  power  over  his  will.     I  am 
not  left  free  to  vote  as  I  please,  in  elections,  when  I  am 
made  to  understand  that  the  office  or  employment  which 
gives  me  bread,  or  supplies  my  family  with  the  comforts 
of  life,  will  be  taken  from  me  if  I  do  not  vote  for  a  par- 
ticular candidate  t  and  the  election  is  not  free  in  which 
one  hundred  thousand  such  votes  are  given.     It  it  be  said 
that  there  are  not  so  many  office-holders,  I  answer  that 
all  who  are  employed  on  the  public  works  of  any  kind, 
and  all  who  are  engaged  in  furnishing  supplies,  or  in  any 
manner  dependent  upon  the  Government,  may  be  fairly 
included  in  the  number.     Let  it  not  be  said  that  the 
number  is  at  last  insignificant.     The  power  of  the  office- 
holders is  Immense,  if  we  estimate  their  votes  at  one 
hundred  thousand  only.     We  have  seen,  by  the  result  of 
the  recent  elfCtion^  that  the  individual  votes  of  the  de- 
pendents upon  the  Government  were  sufficient  to  decide 
the  vole  of  several  of  the  States.     But  this  is  a  very  fal- 
lacioua  view  to  take  of  the  powers  of  the  official  corps  in 
electioDSy  ai  I  will  presently  bhow. 


But  it  is  further  declared,  in  the  preamble  to  the  bill 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit,  that  the  praclico  . 
of  removals  from  office  for  opinion's  sake  isan  attack  up- 
on the  public  liberty.  It  is  bO.  Whoever  weakens  or 
destroys  any  of  the  great  and  fundamental  securities  of 
the  public  liberty,  attacks  liberty  herself.  The  elective 
franchise  is  undoubtedly  the  foundation  stone  of  liberty 
in  this  country;  and  he  who  seeks  to  corrupt  it  is  a  foe 
to  that  liberty  which  it  was  intended  to  secure,  and  whi'^h 
cannot  survive  the  loss  of  its  puri'y  and  independence. 
Every  public  officer  who  avows  and  practices  upon  this 
policy  is,  in  practice,  a  foe  to  the  liberties  of  hisconntry. 
This  practice  is  also  denounced  in  the  preamble  as  a 
high  misdemeanor  in  any  public  officer  who  is  guilty  of 
it.  After  what  I  have  already  said,  I  believe  1  need  not 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  in  establishing  this  puint. 
Any  public  officer  who  violates  the  freedom  of  elections 
is  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor.  Any  officer  who  at* 
tacks  the  public  liberty,  by  the  corruption  of  any  of  its 
guards,  is  surely  guilty  of-  a  high  misdemeanor.  But  I 
will  establish  this  proposition  by  an  authority  higher  than 
mine,  or  any  other  living  authority,  however  great  and 
venerable.  When  the  question  was  raised,  in  1789, 
whether  the  President  possessed  the  power  of  removal, 
under  the  constitution,  without  ttie  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, Mr.  Madison  miintained  the  affirmative  of  the 
proposition;  and  in  answer  to  the  objection  that  such  a 
power  would  enable  the  President  to  exercise  a  dan-  # 
gerous  control  over  the  public  officers,  and  cause  them 
to  become  the  creatures  of  his  wiP,  Mr.  Madison  con- 
tended, in  an  able  argument,  that  no  such  danger  was  to 
be  apprehended,  for  the  reason  **  that  the  wanton  remo- 
val of  meritorious  officers  would  subject  him  to  impeach- 
ment and  removal  from  his  own  high  trust."  To  dis- 
place a  worthy  man  from  office,  Mr.  Madison  was  of 
opinion,  would  bean  act  of  maleadministration,  and  con- 
seqtiently  subject  the  President  to  an  impeachment. 
The  sentiments  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  reply  to  an  applica- 
tion from  his  republican  fellow-citizens  of  Wdmington, 
to  remove  an  offic'er  of  the  customs  against  whom  no 
charge  of  official  delinquency  could  -be  made  out,  was 
worthy  of  his  high  character  and  known  devotion  to  the 
principles  of  civil  liberty. 

**  We  have,"  said  that  illustrious  man,  ••  no  passions 
or  interests  different  from  those  of  our  fellow-citizens. 
We  have  the  same  object,  the  success  of  representative 
government.  Nor  are  we  acting  for  ourselves  alone, 
but  for  the  whole  human  race.  The  event  of  our  ex- 
periment is  to  show  whether  man  can  be  trusted  with 
self-government.  The  eyes  of  suffering  humanity  are 
fixed  on  us  with  anxiety,  as  their  only  hope;  and  on  such 
a  theatre,  and  for  such  a  cause,  we  must  suppress  all 
smaller  passions  and  local  considerations.  The  leaders 
of  federalism  say  that  man  Ciinnot  be  trusted  with  his 
own  gDvernment.  We  must  do  no  act  which  will  re- 
place them  in  the  direction  of  the  experiment.  We 
must  not;  by  any  departure  from  principle,  dishearten  the 
mass  of  our  fellow-c>tizens  who  hiive  confided  to  us  this 
Interesting  cause." 

If,  sir,  we  are  disposed  to  be  guided  by  the  authority 
of  the  great  founder  of  our  system,  we  have  it  here  pre- 
sented in  the  most  authentic  form. 

The  second  clause  of  the  preamble  to  the  bill  declares 
that  the  interference  of  public  officers  in  electiorts  is  a 
grois  abuse.  I  have  already  remarked  that  it  was  a  very 
fallacious  view  to  take  of  this  subject,  to  say  thut  one 
hundred  thousand  votes  was  the  extent  of  the  power  of 
of  the  office-holders,  and  other  dependents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  elections.  The  doctrine  now  is,  tliat  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  office-holders,  not  only  to  vote  in  elec- 
tions in  favor  of  the  administration  candidates,  but  to 
support  them  with  all  their  influence  and  all  their  en- 
ergy.    Such  is  the  necessary  result  of  the  doctrine  that 
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ofRee-holdere  are  bound  by  g^titude,  or  tny  other  ob- 
ligation, to  conform  to  the  wiihes  of  the  appointing 
power  in  elections.  The  suspicions  and  misrepresenta- 
tions that  office-holders  are  exposed  to  in  an  excited  can- 
vass for  the  presidency,  and  the  eagerness  with  which 
hungry  office-seekers  and  other  informers  with  whom 
the  country  is  filled  under  this  system,  are  looking  out 
•for  some  delinquent  to  denounce  to  the  Government, 
will  compel  them,  for  their  own  safety  and  protection,  to 
«^take  an  active  part  in  elections,  and  to  become  officious 
and  open  in  their  interference.  Another  powerful  in- 
ientive  to  such  interference  will  a1wa\  a  be  found  under 
an  administration  which  fills  the  public  offices  chiefly 
with  men  whose  principal  merit  has  been  their  zeal  and 
activity  in  past  elections.  In  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  hon« 
est  and  competent  public  servants  were  removed,  to 
make  way  for  these  new  incumbents,  and  the  latter  are 
under  the  most  powerful  inducements  to  make  a  des- 
perate struggle  to  uphold  the  administration  or  party 
that  put  them  in  office.  Hence  the  desperate,  the  death- 
struggle  of  the  office-holders  in  the  late  election,  wher- 
ever the  contest  was  doubtful;  and  it  is  due  to  their  ex- 
ertions to  say  that  they  saved  the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren. 

As  to  the  fact  of  the  interference  of  public  officers  in 
the  late  elections,  openly  and  directly,  is  there  any  one 
here  who  will  deny  it'    Is  there  one  member  in  this 

«  House  who  will  deny  that  this  interference  was  general? 
If  there  is  such  a  member  present,  I  call  upon  him  to 
stand  up  in  his  pbce  and  make  the  denial.  Sir,  I  go 
further,  and  I  put  the  question  whether  the  whole  ma- 
chinery of  party,  so  far  as  it  was  composed  of  caucuses, 
conventions,  and  committees,  employed  in  the  late  elec- 
tions, was  moved  and  guided  by  office-holders  and  ap- 
plicants for  office.  I  do  not  say  that  a  majority  of  the 
delegates  in  these  conventions  were  office-holders  or 
office-seekers;  but  1  do  mean  to  say  that  the  exciting 
spirit,  the  aoul  of  them,  consisted  of  that  class.  But,  for 
fear  that  I  may'  be  thought  to  exaggerate,  I  must  ask 
leave  to  refer  to  a  few  facts.  At  the  convention  which 
assembled  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  on  the  8th  of  January, 
1834,  to  nominate  delegates  to  the  Baltimore  convention, 
which  sat  in  1835,  there  were  thirteen  postmasters, 
three  registers  and  receivers^  two  light-house  keepers, 
two  superintendents  of  the  national  road,  one  collector 
of  customs,  one  inspector^  one  bearer  of  foreign  des- 
patches, a  commissioner  under  the  treaty  with  Naples, 
and  four  printers  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  be- 
sides numerous  officers  under  the  State  authority;  and 
we  have  the  authority  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Haveii]  for  saying  that  they  make  common  cause  with 
the  federal  officers,  wherever  they  belong  to  the  same 
party.  In  the  S^tate  convention  of  New  York,  which 
sat  at  Albany  to  appoint  delegates  to  the  Baltimore  con- 
vention, there  were  eighteen  postmasters,  thirteen  judges 
of  courts,  seven  masters  in  chancery,  three  sherifis,  two 
surrogates,  and  a  State  comptroller.  'Among  the  dele- 
gates appointed  to  the  Baltimore  convention  there  were 
seven  postmasters,  a  collector  of  customs,  and  a  superin- 
tendent of  the  custom-house  in  New  York.  I  give  these 
details  as  a  specimen  of  the  voluminous  evidence  which 
might  be  adduced  of  the  same  nature.  It  would  present 
ft  singular  result  if  a  statement  were  made  of  all  the 
office-holders  and  office-seekers  who  attended  the  Baltt- 

.  more  convention;  and  the  interest  of  the  statement  would 
be  increased  if  it  should  include  an  account  of  all  those 
delegates  who  have  since  received  appointments.  But 
1  have  been  informed  of  a  mode  of  interfering  in  elec- 
tions by  office-holders  which  far  outstrips  all  that  I  had 
imagined  could  exist  at  this  day  under  our  free  Govern- 
ment. It  is  alleged  that  the  office-holders,  in  some 
sections  of  the  Union,  and  especially  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  are  in  the  habit  of  contributing  a  portion  or 


a  per  centage  of  their  salaries— that,  in  other  words, 
they  are  regularly  taxed  for  the  support  of  the  candi- 
daie  of  the  party  in  power.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  proof 
of  the  progress  of  corruption  in  our  political  system,  that 
should  carry  alarm  into  the  bosom  of  every  patriot  in  the 
land*  What,  sir!  and  can  the  money  exacted  from  the 
people  for  the  support  of  Government  be  converted  by 
their  own  agents,  with  impunity,  into  a  fund  for  their 
own  corruption?  If  I  am  mistaken  as  to  the  fact  of  the 
existence  of  such  a  practice,  I  hope  some  gentleman  will 
correct  me. 

But  I  now  proceed  to  notice  the  interference  of  office- 
holders of  a  higher  grade.  I  will  first  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  Ittter  of  the  Pustmasttr  General 
[Mr.  Kendall]  to  a  committee  of  gentlemen  in  Phila- 
delphia, written  on  the  23d  of  October  last,  (1836.) 

**  Did  public  duties  permit  an  acceptance  of  your  kind 
invitation,"  says  Mr.  Kendall,  "no  occasion  has  pre- 
sented itself  since  the  late  war  with  Gnat  Britain  on 
which  it  could  have  given  me  more  gratification  in  festiv- 
ity>  gratulation,  and  triumph.  A  direct  attempt  has 
beeti  made  to  govern  your  State  by  corruption,  and  it 
has  been  rebuked  and  repelled  in  a  spirit  worthy  of  '76. 
It  U  not  a  triumph  of  one  man  over  another;  it  is  a  vic- 
tory of  principles  over  profligacy — the  triumph  of  a  vir- 
tuoui  people  over  concentrated  wealth,  mercenary  tal* 
ent,  and  licensed  corruption." 

When  it  i»  recollected  that  this  letter  was  written  by 
a  member  of  the  executive  cabinet,  in  reference  to  the 
result  of  a  State  election,  which  was  expected,  and  oo 
doubt  did  produce  a  decided  effiect  upon  the  presiden- 
tial election,  which  ensued  during  the  next  month,  a 
more  audacious  and  unwarranted  act  of  interference 
cannot  be  readily  conceived  of.  1  hope  I  shall  be  excu- 
sed the  digression,  while  I  remind  the  House  of  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Havsk,] 
the  other  day,  upon  the  subject  of  the  abusive  epithets, 
the  gross  charges  of  corruption,  and  violent  deouncia- 
tionp,  which  he  said  members  of  the  opposition  were  m 
the  habit  of  dealing  out  upon  this  floor  against  the  Pres- 
ident and  the  party  in  the  majority  in  this  House.  That 
gentleman  said  that  it  had  been  too  much  the  habit  of 
the  friends  of  the  administration  to  sit  silent  and  make 
no  reply  to  such  tirades  of  abuse  as  were  constantly  pro- 
nounced against  it.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  are  in 
the  habit  of  employing  abusive  epithets  either  against 
the  administration  or  the  majority  of  this  House,  In  de- 
bate; but  I  might  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  if 
those  who  do  take  that  liberty  might  not  find  some  coun- 
tenance in  the  language  employed  by  the  Postmaster 
General  in  the  letter  to  which  I  have  referred.  In  what 
speech  delivered  upon  this  floor  did  he  ever  hear  stron- 
ger language,  or  more  abusive  epithets^  applied  to  the 
motives  and  principles  of  a  party,  than  those  deliberate- 
ly penned  and  given  to  the  people  by  a  cabinet  officer 
of  the  Government?  But,  I  would  further  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  whether  he  and  his  friends,  during 
all  the  period  of  their  silence  and  forbearance  under 
those  violent  and  abusive  denunciations  of  which  he  com- 
plains, did  not  steadily  look  to  the  Globe  to  answer  all 
the  arguments  as  well  as  the  denunciations  of  opposition 
members;  and  whether  it  was  not  found  much  the  most 
convenient  as  well  is  effective  mode  of  ftplyf  Does 
not  that  gentleman  know  that  the  columns  of  that  paper, 
during  the  past  session  as  well  as  the  present,  have  been 
devoted  to  the  perversion  and  misrepresentation  of  every 
thing  that  is  said,  as  well  as  done,  by  the  opposition  in 
this  House — that  its  daily  sheet  is  a  daily  libel  upon  the 
motives  and  character  of  every  man  who  dares  to  arraign 
the  course  of  the  party  or  of  its  fevorite  leaders?  Well 
may  the  gentlemen  of  the  administration  be  silent,  when 
they  have  such  a  pensioned  engine  of  falsehood  and  cal« 
umny  In  their  daily  service. 
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I  nov  eome,  sir,  to  speak  of  tlie  interference,  in  the 
late  election,  of  anotlier  high  functionary  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  no  less  a  personag^e  than  the  President  him- 
self. The  President  exhibited  himself  a  devoted  parti- 
san of  Mr.  Van  B^iren  at  an  early  period  of  the  canvass. 
Ttie  proof  of  his  interference  I  consider  so  notorious 
that,  but  for  the  singular  and  unexpected  assertions 
which  I  have  lately  heard  upon  the  subject  I  would  not 
think  necessary  to  notice  it.  Those,  sir,  upon  which  I 
shall  rely  in  establishing  the  first  act  of  bis  interference 
are  not  dependent  for  their  validity  upon  the  uncertain 
memory  of  any  man,  nor  can  they  be  weakened  or  eva- 
ded by  the  denial  or  misrepresentation  of  any  roan's 
friends.  But  I  think  proper,  at  this  time,  to  state  that, 
if  the  subject  shall  be  regarded  as  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance by  the  House  to  appoint  a  committee  with  the 
proper  power,  all  the  statements  of  my  colleague  [Mr. 
pKTToii]  in  relation  to  the  language  and  denunciations 
of  the  President,  while  in  Tennessee,  last  summer,  with- 
out exception,  so  far,  I  believe,  can  be  established  by 
the  evidence  of  gentlemen  of  the  roost  unquestionable 
character.  I  feel  warranted  in  msking  the  same  state* 
roent  in  relation  to  the  charge  made  by  a  Senator  from 
Tennessee  [Judge  Wbitb]  in  a  speech  at  Kooxviile. 
The  first  overt  act  of  the  President,  in  which  he  gave 
evidence  of  his  interference  in  the  late  presidential  elec- 
tion, was  to  dictate  the  Baltimore*  convention,  and  to 
give  the  sanction  of  his  name  and  station  to  a  party  move- 
ment, intended,  from  the  first,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren.     In  his  celebrated  Gwinn  letter  he  says: 

'*  Discarding  all  personal  preference,  I  consider  the 
true  policy  of  the  friends  of  republican  principles  is  to 
send  delegates,  fresh  from  the  people,  to  a  gfeneral  con- 
vention, for  the  purpose  of  selecting  candidates  for  the 
presidency  and  vice  presidency;  and  that  to  i^each 
that  selection  before  it  is  made,  as  an  emanation  of  Ex- 
ecutive power,  is  to  assail  the  virtue  of  the  people,  and, 
in  effect,  to  oppose  their  right  to  govern." 

Here,  sir,  we  have  a  denunciation,  in  advance,  of  every 
man  who  diould  dare  to  oppose  the  nomination  of  the 
Baltimore  convention.  I  have  heard  it  said  that  this 
letter  was  written  in  answer  to  a  charge  of  preference 
for  Judge  'White.  There  never  was  any  thing  more  un- 
true. 

In  fact,  this  letter  was  foretold,  and  some  of  the  friends 
of  Judge  White  were  admonished  that  the  President 
would  take  a  decided  and  open  part  in  the  election  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  before  Judge  White  was  generally  re- 
garded as  a  candidate.  In  a  letter  to  a  committee  of 
gentlemen  in  Bedford  county,  Tennessee,  while  the 
Preaident  was  on  bis  late  electioneering  tour,  he  uses 
the  following  language: 

'*  We  live,  fellow-citizens,  in  evil  times,  when  politi- 
cal apostacy  becomes  frequent;  when  public  men  aban- 
don principles,  their  former  party  attachments  and  asso- 
ciations, and,  for  selfish  ends  and  personal  aggrandize- 
ment, are  attempting  to  undermine  our  republic  sys- 
tem." 

Here  is  a  direct  attack  upon  the  motives  of  the  sup- 
porters of  Judge  White  in  Tennessee — a  direct  charge 
that  they  were  attempting  to  undermine  our  republican 
system.  That  there  may  be  no  mi&take  as  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  President  to  excite  the  people  of  Tennessee 
against  the  supporters  of  Judge  White,  as  the  enemies  of 
rt  publican  government,  is  manifest  from  a  paragraph 
which  appeared  in  the  Union,  the  organ  of  the  Van 
Buren  party  in  Tennessee,  in  which  the  editor,  refer- 
ring to  the  President's  letter  to  the  Bedford  committee, 
ssys) 

**  The  President's  views  of  the  existing  state  of  politi- 
~  cal  aflFairs  in  Tennessee  are  here  clearly  and  distinctly 
indicated,  and   are  so  just  and  strictly  conformable  to 
truth  that  he  who  runs  may  read." 


I  might  refer  to  the  sentiment  defivered  by  the  Presi- 
dent, at  the  same  period,  to  a  large  assembly  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens who  had  honored  him  with  a  public  dinner 
at  Nashville;  and  to  numerous  letters  besides,  which 
were  industriously  circulated,  all  containing  evidence  of 
the  deep  interest  and  the  open  zeal  which  he  manifested 
in  the  late  election.  I  might  refer  particularly  to  a 
letter  written  to  the  late  Willie  Blount,  which  denounced 
the  course  of  Judge  White,  and  his  leading  friends  in 
Tennessee,  in  the  strongest  terms;  and  which  I  am  in- 
formed a  member  of  this  House  [Mr.  JonirsoH,  of  Ten. 
nessee]  wss  in  the  habit  of  reading  at  public  meetings 
in  his  own  canvass  before  the  people  for  a  seat  in  Con- 
gress. A  letter  to  the  late  B.  F.  Curry  was  of  a  similar 
character;  but  I  have  already  devoted  more  time  to  this 
point  than  I  intended.  The  fact  of  the  President's  in- 
terference is  indisputable;  it  was  also  notorious;  snd  the 
knowledge  of  this  preference  had  a  decided  eflfect  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  there  were 
some  minds  upon  which  the  course  of  the  President  had 
a  contrary  effect;  but  they  were  too  few  to  control  the 
result.  The  open  and  decided  stand  taken  by  the  Presi- 
dent was  a  signal  for  the  interference  of  all  office-holders 
and  office-seekers  throughout  the  Union;  and,  from  that 
moment,  Mr.  Van  Buren  became,  emphatically  and  truly, 
the  Government  candidate;  and,  of  course,  had  the  full 
benefit  of  the  patronage  of  the  Government  in  strength- 
ening his  interests. 

But,  as  might  have  been  expected,  when  the  highest 
oflioer  of  the  Government  stepped  aside  from  the  line  of 
his  official  duties  to  become  the  electioneering  partisan 
of  a  favorite  candidate  for  the  presidency,  it  was  almost 
impossible  that  any  appointment  could  be  made  of  a 
public  officer,  without  exciting  some  distrust  that  it  was 
mtended  to  advance  the  interest  of  the  Government  can- 
didate. 1  consider  this  state  of  things  a  great  calamity  of 
itself— that  the  Chief  Magistrate  should  place  himself  in 
a  position  which  afforded  no  escape  from  the  imputation 
of  improper  motives  in  administering  the  patronage  of 
the  Governroentj  and,  what  is  equally  to  be  regretted,  it 
was  at  the  same  time  next  to  an  impossibility  that  he 
could  administer  it  without  reference  to  the  interests  of 
his  own  candidate.  And,  accordingly,  it  will  be  found 
that  various  offices  and  employments  have  been  confer- 
red under  sUch  circumstances  that  it  is  impossible  to 
come  to  any  other  conclusion  than  that  they  were  given 
and  received  with  improper  motives. 

Whether  the  President  was  privy  to  the  object  of  all 
these  appointments,  or  whether  they  were  in  all  instan- 
ces bestowed  through  the  agency  of  some  political  office 
broker,  I  know  not;  but  the  effect  is  the  same  upon 
the  public  interests  and  the  public  virtue.  However 
this  may  be,  it  accidentally  c^me  to  my  knowledge  that 
Government  favors  of  some  kind  were  distinctly  offered 
in  a  letter  from  a  peraon  in  the  confidence  of  the  Piesi- 
dent,  and  franked  by  him,  to  a  gentleman  in  my  own 
congressional  district,  upon  the  condition  that  he  would 
take  a  more  active  part  in  the  election  against  Judge 
White  and  one  of  bis  leading  friends.  I  have  seen  the 
open  partissn  of  one  candidate  become  the  supporter  of 
another,  and  that  other  the  Government  candidate,  and 
employment  under  Government  following  in  the  rear  of 
conversion.  I  have  seen  the  representative  seduced 
from  his  constituents,  and  made  to  act  in  opposition  to 
their  wibhes  and  his  own  professed  principles,  by  artful 
suggestions  of  future  rewards.  I  have  seen  gentlemen 
of  d'stinction  and  high  standing  change  their  politics, 
and  violate  their  personal  honor,  upon  the  promise  of 
executive  jupport  and  influence  in  accomplishing  their 
plans  of  individual  promotion.  I  have  seen  the  corrupt 
apostate  from  his  former  principles  and  professions,  too 
weak  to  resist  the  promise  of  offce,  but  lacking  courage 
to  pocket  the  well-'earned  reward,  when  offered  to  his 
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acceptance.  When,  sir^  the  practice  of  official  interfer- 
ence has  ftrrived  at  this  height}  when  rewards  are  openly 
bestowed  for  open  apostacy  and  treachery  to  party  en- 
fyagements;  when  corruption  walks  abroad  through  the 
land  in  her  own  nakedness,  without  a  veil  or  a  mantle  to 
cover  her  native  deft  rmity;  when  neither  regard  for 
principle  nor  the  honor  of  the  country  can  restrain  such 
practices,  so  far,  at  least,  as  to  preserve  the  semblance 
of  purity;  when  disguises  are  rejected  as  un necessary  i  is 
it  not  time  to  sound  the  alarm  to  the  sleeping  sentinels, 
and  call  every  pa' riot  to  his  post? 

Let  us  pause  here  for  a  moment,  and  inquire  how  this 
subject  of  the  interference  of  public  officers  inflections 
has  been  regarded  and  provided  against,  in  the  only  coun- 
try in  which  the  principles  of  free  government  are  cor- 
rectly understood  and  appreciated  besides  our  own.  I 
mean  Great  Britain.  Ever  since  the  revolution  of  1688, 
when  the  English  Government  assumed  something  like  a 
regular  plan  of  civil  liberty,  the  people  of  England  have 
been  extremely  jealous  of  the  interference  of  public  of- 
ficers in  elections.  The  slightest  interference  on  their 
part,  in  the  election  of  members  of  Parliament,  has  al- 
ways been  promptly  met,  complained  of,  and  redressed 
as  a  grievance,  and  a  violation  of  the  freedom  of  election. 
As  early  as  the  5th  William  and  Mary.  (1694,)  an  act  of 
Parliament  was  passed,  which,  after  reciting  that  elec- 
tions of  members  of  ParKament  <<  ought  to  be  free  and 
uncorrupt,"  prohibited  all  excise  officers  from  endeavor- 
ing, **  by  word,  message,  or  writing,  or  in  any  other 
manner  whatscever,"  to  persuade  any  elector  to  give  or 
to  withhold  his  vote  in  the  election  of  any  member  of 
Parliament,  under  penally  of  one  hundred  pounds,  and 
disqualification  to  hold  any  office  or  place  of  trust  ever 
afterwards.  The  act  of  12  and  13  William  III  (1700) 
contained  a  similar  prohibition,  and  prescribed  the  same 
penalties,  against  the  interference  of  all  custom-house 
officers  in  elections.  By  the  act  of  10  Anne,  c.  19,' 
several  new  excise  duties  were  laid;  and  so  tenacious 
.  was  Parliament  qpon  the  subject  of  the  influt  nee  and  in- 
terference of  public  officers  in  elections  that,  by  a  sep- 
arate section  of  the  act,*  all  the  new  officers  created  by 
it  were  prohibited  from  intermeddling,  under  the  same 
penalties  provided  by  former  acts.  But  when,  towards 
the  middle  of  the  reign  of  George  III,  it  was-found  that 
the  public  officers  and  other  persons  in  the  employment 
of  the  Government,  by  their  own  numerical  force,  in 
some  counties  and  boroughs,  were  often  able  to  carry 
the  election  of  the  court  candidates;  and  that  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Crown  over  them  was  so  great  that  they 
generally  voted  in  mass  for  the  Government  candidates, 
the  whigs  of  England— the  true  old  English  wbigs — 
made  a  bold  rally  of  their  strength  in  Parliament,  and 
by  one  act  (22  George  111,  41,  178^)  disfranchised 
every  officer  employed  in  the  customs,  in  the  collection 
and  management  of  the  excise  duties,  and  in  the  post 
office— forty  thousand  in  number.  A  glorious  triumph 
fin*  Englishmen  and  English  Iberty!  This  act,  which 
stands  a  glorious  monument  of  the  spirit  of  Englishmen, 
is  entitled  **An  act  for  the  bettersecuringthe  freedom  of 
elections  of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament."  It  was  at 
this  period  that  the  celebrated  Mr.  Dunning  introduced 
and  cairied  the  resolution  in  Parliament,  that  1*  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Crown  had  increased,  was  increasing,  and 
ojij^ht  to  be  diminished."  The  first  measure  which  fol- 
lowed was  to  deprive  forty  Ihou'-and  office-holdirs  of 
their  right  to  vote  in  elections!  The  subserviency  of 
Parliament  to  the  will  of  the  Crown  had  been  too  gro&s 
and  palpable  to  be  longer  endured.  The  ministry  had 
carritd  every  measure  by  a  dead,  invariable  majority, 
just  as  we  have  of  late  seen  measures  carried  through 
the  Cot  gress  of  the  United  States.  This  great  measure 
of  reform  was  jtistified  and  sustained  by  the  Engloh  peo- 
ple, under  the  fi:m  convict>on  that  their  proudest  posses- 


sions in  the  new  world— the  ''imperial  crown  of  Ameri- 
ca"— had  been  wrested  from  their  King  by  the  blunders 
of  an  incompetent  ministry,  supported  by  a  corrupt  Par- 
liament, But  the  remedy  came  too  late  to  prevent  the 
catastrophe.  It  would  be  a  singular  incident  in  the  vi- 
cissitude of  human  affairs,  if  the  liberties  of  America 
should  be  lost  by  the  same  errors  which  afforded  the  op- 
portunity for  their  existence. 

f  must  now,  sir,  go  a  little  back  in  the  order  of  time, 
to  speak  of  the  course  of  the  English  Parliament,  and' 
how  the  spirit  of  Englishmen  has  always  treated  the  in- 
terference of  any  of  the  high  grade  officers  of  state  in 
elections.  The  first  case  of  the  kind  which  I  have  been 
able  to  find  on  record  occurred  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne.  A  bishop  of  Worcester,  who  filled  at  the  same 
time  the  office  of  almoner  to  the  Queen,  having  some 
ground  of  resentment  against  Sir  J.  Parkington,  a  candi- 
date for  Parliament  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  wrote 
to  several  of  his  friends,  soliciting  them  to  oppose  bis 
election.  His  influence  was  unavailing,  and  one  of  the 
first  acts  of  the  member  elected,  after  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  was  to  complain  of  the  viola'ion 
of  the  privileges  of  Parliament,  and  the  freedom  of 
elections,  by  the  bishop  and  almoner  to  the  Queen. 
The  House  of  Commons,  upon  hearing  the  proof,  which 
was  the  production  of  some  of  the  bistiop's  letters,  in- 
stantly voted  his  conduct  to  be  a  violation  of  the  liberties 
of  the  people  of  England i  and,  at  the  same  time,  voted 
that  an  address  should  be  carried  to  the  Qiieen,  requeat- 
ing  her  to  dismiss  the  bishop  from  the  office  he  held  un- 
der her  Majesty.  The  address  was  presented  to  the 
Queen,  and  she  sent  a  gracious  answer  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  informing  them  that  she  had  complied  with 
their  desire.  The  next  example  of  the  manner  in  which 
this  abuse  has  been  treated  in  Great  Britain  occurred  in 
1779,  when  the  power  and  influence  of  the  ministers  of 
that  day  were  at  the  highest,  and  the  condition  of  Par- 
liament was  consequently  low  indeed.  A  lord  lieuten- 
ant of  a  county,  an  officer  appointed  by  the  Crown,  was 
delected  in  wiiting  to  hi»  friends  in  the  county  of  South- 
ampton, urging  them  to  give  their  support  to  bis  friend, 
who  was  also  the  Government  candidate  for  Parliament. 
When  his  conduct  was  brought  before  the  House  of 
Common;>,  and  some  of  the  letters  which  he  had  written 
exhibited.  Lord  North  ventured  to  say  that  he  thought 
the  case  presented  no  great  cause  of  alarm,  and  instant- 
ly, and  it  would  appear  from  all  aides  of  the  House, 
there  arose  such  indignant  clamurs  that  it  was  some  time 
before  order  could  be  restored,  and  Lord  North  waa  obli- 
ged to  explain  and  qualify  his  meaning.  But  the  most 
decisive  proof  of  the  spirit  which  prevailed  upon  the 
subject,  even  in  corrupt  times,  and  the  odium  in  which 
all  intermeddling  of  office-holders  in  elections  has  ever 
been  held  in  Great  Britain,*  is  to  be  found  in  the  following 
resolution,  which  the  House  of  Commons  adopted  upon 
that  occasion,  without  a  division,  and  without  a  dissent- 
ing voice: 

•»  That  it  is  highly  criminal  for  any  minister  or  minis- 
terp,  or  any  o.her  servant  of  the  Crown,  in  Great  Britain, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  make  use  of  the  power  of  his 
office  in  order  to  influence  the  election  of  members  of 
Parlivmentf  and  that  an  attempt  to  exercise  that  mflu- 
ence  wa»  an  attack  upon  the  dignity,  the  honor,  and  the 
independence,  of  Parliament,  an  infringement  of  the 
rights  snd  liberties  of  the  people,  and  an  attempt  to  sap 
the  basis  of  our  free  and  happy  constitution." 

S  r,  this  resolution  has  been  regarded,  ever  since,  at 
expressing  the  true  principles  of  the  constitution  of 
England.  In  every  debate  which  has  arisen  since  1779, 
it  is  referred  to  as  a  standard  authority.  And,  upon  the 
subject  of  official  intermeddling  in  elections,  let  it  be  re- 
membered, to  the  eternal  honor  of  Etiglislimen,  that  no 
party,  that  no  member  of  any  paity  in  that  country,  how- 
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ever  weak,  or  however  debated  by  corruption,  has  ever 
dared  to  qiieation  the  soundness  of  the  principles  of  the 
resolution  of  1779. 

In  this  review  of  the  course  of  British  1eg;is1ation  in  se- 
curing the  freedom  of  elections,  I  must  not  omit  to  notice 
the  act  of  49  George  HI,  c.  118,  (1809. )  Notwitstand- 
ing  the  numerous  legsl  provisions  which  had  been  adopt- 
ed to  secure  the  purity  and  freedom  of  elections,  it  was 
notorious  that  members  of  Parliament  were  often  return- 
ed through  the  influence  of  ministers,  in  giving  or  prom- 
iaing  offices  and  empldyments  to  influential  persons  in 
the  several  counties  and  boroughs  of  the  kingdom  enti- 
tled to  send  members  to  Parliament.  To  reform  this 
abuse,  Mr.  Curwan  brought  forward  a  bill  prescribing  a 
penalty  of  five  hundred  pounds  «nd  forfeiture  of  office, 
against  every  person  who  should  be  found  guilty  of  sell- 
ing his  influence  in  an  election,  and  a  penalty  of  one 
thousand  pounds  against  any  person  holding  an  ofiice 
under  the  King,  who  should  be  guilty  of  giving  any  of- 
fice, place,  or  employment,  to  any  person,  upon  any  con- 
tract or  agreement  that  they  should  exert  their  influence 
in  the  election  of  any  member  of  Parliament;  but  the 
ministry  had  the  address  to  get  it  so  amended  that  no  of- 
ficer  of  <he  Crown  could  be  punished  for  such  an  act  of 
corruption,  unless  the  contract  upon  which  the  office 
was  given  was  express.  This  amendment  defeated  the 
salutary  design  of  the  bill  in  a  great  measure;  but  still, 
in  the  shape  in  which  it  passed,  it  attests,  by  its  pream- 
ble as  well  as  by  the  manifest  spirit  of  the  act,  the  senti- 
ments of  the  English  people  in  relation  to  this  subject. 
The  preamble  recites  that  all  "  such  giAs  and  promises 
of  office  are  contrary  to  the  usage,  right,  and  freedom 
of  elections,  and  contrary  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of 
the  realm.*' 

Theae  are  some  of  the  securities  which  the  wisdom  of 
Englishmen  has  provided  for  the  preservation  of  the 
freedom  of  elections;  these  are  some  of  the  bulwarks 
which  the  spirit  and  sagacity  of  that  renowned  people 
have  created  to  defend  their  liberties,  and  to  operate  as 
barriers  against  the  inroads  of  arbitrary  power. 

Let  us  next  see  what  we  have  done  to  secure  the  puri- 
ty and  freedom  of  elections^to  guard  and  preserve  our 
liberties.  All  that  we  have  done  presents  but  a  barren 
catalogue.  The  constitution  contsins  the  only  provision 
bearing  upon  this  subject  to  be  found  in  our  statute 
bofik.  But,  sir,  we  have  had  the  most  salutary  doctrines 
laid  down  by  some  of  our  roost  distinguished  and  vener- 
ated .statesmen;  and  it  will  be  our  own  fault  if  we  do  not 
carry  them  into  execution  by  prompt  and  eff*ective  legis- 
Ution.  I  have  already  referred  to  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Madison  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  upon  the  subject  of  removals 
from  ofiice  for  opinion's  sake.  Upon  the  subject  of  the 
interference  of  public  officers  in  elections,  Mr.  Jefferson 
is,  if  possible,  still  more  explicit  and  satisfactory.  1  beg 
leave  to  read  an  extract  from  his  letter  to  Governor  Mc- 
Kean,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1801,  upon  this  subject;  writ- 
ten, it  sppears,  while  the  election  between  him  and 
Colonel  Burr  was  sttll  pending  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives : 

"  The  event  of  the  election  is  still  in  duino,  A  strong 
portion  in  the  House  of  Representatives  will  prevent  an 
election  if  they  can.  I  rather  believe  they  will  not  he 
able  to  do  it,  as  there  are  six  individuals  of  moderate 
character,  any  one  of  whom,  coming  over  to  the  repub- 
lican vote,  will  make  a  ninth  State.  Till  this  is  known, 
it  is  too  soon  for  me  to  say  what  should  be  done  in  such 
atrocious  cases  as  those  you  mention,  of  federal  officers 
obstructing  the  operation  of  the  State  Governments. 
One  thing  I  will  say,  that,  as  to  the  future,  interference 
with  elections,  whether  of  the  State  or  General  Govern- 
ments, by  the  officers  of  the  latter,  should  be  deemed 
cause  of  removal;  because  the  constitutional  remedy  by 
the  elective  principle  becomes  nothing,  if  it  may  be 
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smothered  by  the  enormous  patronage  of  the  General 
Government.  How  far  it  may  be  practicable,  prudent, 
or  proper,  to  look  back,  is  too  great  a  question  to  be 
decided  by  the  united  wisdom  of  the  whole  administra- 
tion when  formed." 

After  Mr.  Jefferson  was  made  President,  be  took 
steps  immediately,  in  compliance  with  his  pledge  to 
Governor  McKean,  upon  the  subject  of  the  future  mter- 
ference  of  public  officers  in  elections;  and  the  circu- 
lar which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  which  t  ask  leave  to 
read  to  the  House,  appears  to  have  been  issued  by  his 
order,  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  all  in  authority  under 
him. 

**  The  President  of  the  United  States  has  seen,  with, 
dissatisfaction,  officers  of  the  General  Government  ta- 
king, on  various  occasions  active  psrts  in  elections  of 
the  public  functionaries,  whether  of  the  General  or  of 
the  State  Governments.  Freedom  of  election  being 
essential  to  the  mutual  independence  of  Governments, 
and  of  the  different  branches  of  the  same  Government 
so  vitally  cheriahed  by  most  of  our  constituents,  it  is 
deemed  improper  for  officers  depending  on  the  Extcu* 
tive  of  the  Union  to  attempt  to  control  or  influence  the 
free  exercise  of  the  elective  right.  This  I  am  instructed, 
therefore,  to  notify  to  all  officers  within  my  department, 
holding  their  appointments  under  the  authority  of  the 
President  directly,  and  to  desire  them  to  notify  to  all 
subordinate  to  them.  The  right  of  any  officer  to  give 
his  vote  at  elections,  as  a  qualified  citizen,  is  not  meant 
to  be  restrained,  nor,  however  given,  shall  it  have  any 
eflTect  to  his  prejudice;  but  it  is  expected  that  he  will 
not  attempt  to  influence  the  votes  of  others,  nor  take 
any  part  in  the  business  of  electioneering,  that  being 
deemed  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution, 
and  his  duties  to  it." 

It  seems  that  Mr.  JeflFerson  did  not  think  it  expedient 
to  remove  all  public  ofiicera  who  had  intermeddled  in 
elections  before  he  came  into  power;  but  he  took  care 
to  prescribe  a  rule  for  the  future,  which  would  leave  no 
ground  of  complaint  for  any  removal  from  office  for  any 
act  of  subsequent  interference,  in  elections.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [\fr.  Haksb]  claimed  to  act  with  a 
party  which  practised  upon  Jefferson's  principles.  1  call 
upon  him  and  his  friends  now  to  confirm  what  they  say 
by  their  example,  and  turn  out  every  man  in  office  in 
the  United  States  who  interfered  in  the  late  election. 
Sir,  it  is  due  to  principle — the  purity  and  freedom  of 
elections  demand  this  course  it  is  due  to  consistency, 
among  those  who  call  themselves  republicans  and  fol* 
lowers  of  Jefferson.  It  is  due  to  the  cause  of  liberty 
and  free  government,  that  every  public  officer  who  has 
dared  to  interfere  in  any  election.  State  or  National, 
should  be  made  an  exsmple  of  in  all  time  to  come.  But, 
sir,  this  is  the  business  and  duty  of  the  Executive,  so  far 
as  the  past  is  concerned. 

What  I  propose  that  Congress  should  do,  is  simply  to 
declare  the  removal  of  any  public  officer,  upon  political 
grounds,  and  for  opinion's  sake,  to  be  a  high  misde* 
meaner,  and  leave  the  punishment  to  be  applied  by  im- 
peachment, or  by  the  action  of  public  sentiment  at  the 
ballot-box,  as  heretofore.  I  propose  to  leave  the  power 
of  removMl  in  the  President,  as  it  is  now,  believing  that 
any  attempt  to  limit  it  would  be  injudicious.  But  we  are 
under  no  such  restraint  in  providing  an  adequate  pen- 
alty against  all  public  officers  who  interfere  in  elections, 
except  to  cast  their  votes;  nor  is  there  any  reason  why 
we  should  not  declare  any  gift,  or  promise  of  any  office 
or  place  under  the  Government,  as  the  consideration  of 
service  in  an  election,  to  be  bribery,  and  to  punish  such 
offences  for  the  fuiure  in  a  manner  proportionate  to  their 
enormity.  Until  the  National  Legislature  ahall  take  this 
bubject  up,  and  act  upon  ir,  experience  haa  shown  that 
we  have  no  security  for  the  purity  or  the  freedom  of 
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elections — none  for  the  protection  of  our  free  institu- 
tions. The  only  popular  objection  tu  the  principles  of 
the  bill  which  1  propose  to  enact  into  a  law,  is  the  prin- 
ciple of  rotation  in  office.  Whatever  objections  exist  to 
the  adoption  of  that  principle,  (and  they  are  very  serious 
and  impbrtant,)  still  I  infinitely  prefer  the  adoption  of 
it,  according  to  the  views  recently  expressed  by  some  of 
the  people  of  good  old -republican  Pennsylvania,  than 
the  present  practice  of  the  Government.  If  we  can 
agree  upon  no  remedy  for  present  abuses,  let  us  adopt 
a  uniform  rule,  at  least,  and  let  all  officers  go  out  at  the 
end  of  four  or  eight  years.  Now,  sir,  when  the  Presi- 
dent or  any  head  of  a  department  wislies  to  remove  a 
meritorious  officer,  of  cffensive  politics  in  order  to  make 
way  for  some  favorite  partisan,  he  may  cite  the  popular 
principle  of  rotation  in  office  to  support  his  conduct;  but 
still  the  great  mass  of  tractable  and  obedient  office-hold- 
ers, who  are  ready  to  become  the  creatures  of  executive 
will,  are  permitted  to  remain  in  office  for  Itfe,  in  defi- 
ance of  the  salutary  and  popular  principle  of  rotation  in 
office.  The  rule,  sir,  should  work  both  ways,  or  be  dis- 
carded altogether. 

Mr.  Speaker,  experience,  I  think,  has  conclusively 
demonstrated,  of  late,  that  patronage  is  the  vice,  and  is 
likely  to  be  the  euthanasy  of  our  political  system.  The 
Virginia  objectors  to  the  constitution  were  mistaken.  It 
is  not  ihe  great  powers  of  peace  and  war,  of  the  purse 
and  of  the  sword,  vested  in  the  Federal  Government, 
which  are  most  to  be  feared;  nor  is  it  so  much  the  >-g- 
gref^ate  amount  of  patronage  within  the  control  of  the 
Government,  as  it  is  the  want  of  proper  legal  limitations 
and  restrictioni  upon  the  use  of  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive,  which  is  to  be  dreaded  and  guarded  against. 
All  other  dangers  in  the  operation  of  the  Government 
will  wear  out  by  time,  and  are  of  small  moment  in  com- 
parison with  this  of  patronage. 

Let  it  be  understood  that  I  do  not  propose  to  divest 
the  President  of  one  particle  of  the  patronage  which  the 
'  constitution  has  conferred  upon  him,  in  giving  him  the 
power  of  nominating  to  all  the  important  offices;  nor  do 
I  wish  to  deprive  the  Executive  of  that  due  and  proper 
influence  over  the  public  councils  and  people  of  the 
country  which  the  legitimate  exercise  of  it  naturally 
brings  to  him.  The  legitimate  exercise  of  the  patronage 
vested  in  the  President  insures  to  him  a  vast  influence 
in  the  country,  sufficient  of  itself  to  keep  alive  the  jeal- 
ousies .and  vigilance  of  a  free  people.  The  power  of 
nominating  to  all  new  offices — to  fill  all  accruing  vacan- 
cies, by  death,  resignation,  or  removal  for  unfitness — the 
power  of  appointing  all  the  heads  of  the  executive  de- 
partments, all  foreign  ministers,  and  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  and  other  courts  of  the  United  States — a  vast 
power  of  itself,  and  operating  directly  upon  the  highest 
talent  and  ambition  in  the  country;  beside  these,  the 
power  of  promotion  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  Military  Academy,  exclusive  of  the  other 
great  branches  of  the  public  service,  would  of  them- 
selves, when  exercised  with  an  eye  single  to  the  interest 
of  the  country,  as  it  should  be,  constitute  an  aggregate 
influence  great  enough  to  be  trusted  in  the  hands  of  any 
one  man.  To  this  measure  of  influence,  and  more,  the 
President  is  entitled.  The  constitution  bestows  it,  and 
I  seek  not  to  deprive  him  of  it.  But,  sir,  this  vast  power 
was  a  necessary  deposite  for  the  public  good;  and  not 
the  smallest  portion  of -it  was  given  for  the  personal  grat- 
ification, or  to  advance  the  private  interests  or  wishes, 
of  the  President.  It  was  a  sacred  trust,  to  be  adminis- 
tered according  to  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  great 
deed  by  which  it  was  vested.  The  trustees  have,  in  my 
opinion,  abused  this  trust;  they  have  converted  the  pub- 
lic estate  to  their  own  private  uses;  they  have  caused  the 
public  service  to  be  regarded  as  subordinate  to  private 
interest  and  ambition. 


It  is  an  old  maxim  that  money  is  power.  Patronage  is 
even  more  powerful  than  money;  for  patronage  is  mo- 
ney, and  more,  it  bestows  honor,  rank,  and  considera- 
tion, along  with  money — it  gratifies  every  passion  of  the 
human  heart.  It  is  the  most  successful  instrument  of 
power  ever  employed  by  artful  and  ambitious  men  in  a 
State.  11  is,  of  itself,  sufficient  to  overturn  and  revolu- 
tionize Governments — it  is  able  to  neutralize  all  form^, 
and  to  consolidate  all  actual  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
possessor.  Let  us  see  what  has  been  said  upon  this  sub- 
ject by  one  of  the  most  acute  and  able  writers  upon  this 
or  any  other  subject;  and  one,  too,  who  was  no  enemy 
to  a  strong  Government.  I  allude  to  Dr.  Paley.  In  his 
chapter  upon  political  philosophy,  and  in  giving  his 
views  upon  the  British  constitution,  he  lays  it  down  that, 

**  When  the  constitution  conferred  upon  the  Cruwn 
the  nomination  to  all  employments  in  public  service,  the 
authors  of  this  arrangement  were  led  to  it  by  the  obvious 
propriety  of  leaving  to  a  master  the  choice  of  his  ser* 
vants;  and  by  the  manifest  inconveniency  of  engaging 
the  national  council,  upon  every  vacancy,  in  those  per- 
sonal contests  whicli-  attend  elections  to  places  of  honor 
and  emolument.  Our  ancestors  did  not  observe  that  this 
disposition  added  an  influence  to  the  regal  office,  which, 
when  the  number  and  value  of  public  employments  in- 
creased, would  supersede,  in  a  great  measure,  the  forma, 
and  change  the  character,  of  the  ancient  constitution. 
1*hey  knew  not,  what  the  experience  and  reflection  of 
modern  ages  has  discovered,  that  patronage  is,  univer- 
sally, power;  that  he  who  possesses,  in  a  sufficient  de- 
gree, the  means  of. gratifying  the  desires  of  mankind 
after  wealth  and  distinction,  by  whatever  checks  and 
forms  his  authority  may  be  limited  or  disguised,  will  di- 
rect the  management  of  public  affairs.  Whatever  be 
the  mechanism  of  the  political  engine,  he  will  guide  the 
motion." 

Sir,  these  are  the  maxims  of  wisdom  and  experience. 
We  have  seen  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  even  since 
the  revolution  of  1688,  has,  by  the  sole  power  of  patron* 
age,  been  able  several  times  to  annihilate  the  independ- 
ence of  Pailiament,  and  to  rule  with  absolute  sway. 
How  the  spirit  of  Englishmen  has  as  often  broke  the 
power  of  corruption  and  re-established  the  Government 
upon  its  free  foundation,  we  have  already  seen.  Sir, 
human  nature  is  the  same  in  this  new  world  that  it 
is  in  the  old.  Patronage  is  the  same  in  its  power  to 
seduce  and  its  liability  to  abuse;  and  the  same  jealous 
vigilance  is  demanded  in  this  country  to  prevent  the 
consolidation  of  all  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
tive. 

The  abuse  of  patronage,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  every  oth- 
er incidental  evil  of  which  I  complain,  it  was  supposed 
by  our  ancestors,  when  they  framed  and  adopted  the 
constitution,  would  no  sooner  become  known  than  they 
wouhl  be  redressed  by  the  ballot-box — the  panacea  of 
the  constitution;  but,  sir,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Jtffer* 
son,  **the  constitutional  remedy  by  the  elective  princi- 
ple" has  **  become  nothing,  'because' it  is  smothered 
by  the  enormous  patronage  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment/' It  is  to  me,  sir,  matter  of  real  wonder  and 
amazement  that  a  degree  of  abuse  In  the  administration 
of  the  patronage  of  the  Government  should  excite  no 
particular  alarm  at  this  d»y,  which,  but  eight  years  ago, 
would  have  caused  such  a  commotion  in  the  land  as  must 
inevitably  have  terminated  in  revolution,  if  no  other 
remedy  could  have  been  applied.  Undoubtedly,  many 
causes  peculiar  to  the  times  have  combined  to  produce 
this  extraordinary  result — the  unrivalled  popularity  of 
the  President — the  blunder  of  opposition  in  relation  to 
nullification  and  the  United  States  Bank;  but  the  most 
subtle,  powerful,  and  successful  element  of  evil  has  been 
the  introduction  of  the  spoils  principle,  as  an  avowed  and 
defensible  incentive  to  party  association  and  party  ser- 
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▼ice— the  disg^niee  of  American  politics.  It  will  be  per- 
ceived, tnd  must  be  acknowledged,  that  this  principle 
is  founded  upon  the  abuse  of  patronage.  It  can  have  no 
existence  or  operation  but  in  the  abuse  of  patronage. 
The  doctrine  is,  that  all  the  public  offices  and  employ- 
ments belong,  as  a  matter  of  right,  to  the  successful 
party  in  a  political  contest,  and  should  be  distributed 
amoog  tbem  in  the  same  manner  that  the  spoiiii,  whether 
of  lands  or  goods,  plundered  from  a  conquered  people 
in  war,  belong  to  and  ought  to  be  distributed  among  the 
victors.  It  is  impossible  that  a  principle  so  odious  and 
tyrannical,  and  one  which  haa  been  discarded  as  dishon- 
orable, and  against  natural  law,  even  in  war,  among  civ- 
ilized nations,  could  have  received  the  sanction  of  any 
respectable  portion  of  the  people,  if  they  had  not  been 
deluded  and  their  confidence  abused  by  their  favorite 
leadersi  if  the  principle  itself  had  not  been  arrayed  in 
tlie  guises  of  patriotism.  And  accordingly  we  find  that 
such  was  the  fact.  The  people  have  been  told  that  their 
best  friends,  and  the  only  true  patriots,  were  contending 
sfcainst  a  powerful  combination  to  change  the  character 
snd  administration  of  the  Government  from  a  govern- 
ment of  the  people  into  an  aristocracy — a  Government 
of  and  for  the  rich  only.  The  President,  as  we  have  al- 
retdy  seen,  condescended  to  give  his  sanction  to  this  ar- 
tifice, by  charging  that  the  supporters  of  Judge  White, 
in  Tennessee,  were  **  Httempting  to  undermine  our  re- 
poblican  system.''  Upon  such  grounds  as  these  the  peo- 
pie  have  been  prevailed  on  to  bear  with,  and,  in  some 
sort,  to  ranction  every  abuset  and  if  they  believe  half  the 
statements  made  to  them  upon  this  subject,  they  are 
right.  They  act  upon  the  same  principle  upon  which 
General  Jackson,  m  the  defence  of  New  Orleans  and 
the  liberty  of  bis  country,  called  in  the  aid -of  notorious 
pirstes.  The  people  suppose  that  the  defenders  of  their 
liberty  and  of  our  free  constitution,  against  the  wealth 
and  aristcscracy  of  the  land,  whatever  may  be  their  merits 
in  other  respects,  are  at  least  entitled  to  all  the  offices 
snd  employments  in  the  public  control.  The  circum- 
stances ttiat  many  of  the  leaders  of  the  party  which  thus 
cUims  to  be  arrayed  against  the  rich  are  themselves, 
among  the  most  wealthy  citizens  of  the  country;  and 
that  many  of  those  profligate  incendiaries,  who  have  been 
most  active  in  exciting  the  poor  against  the  rich,  have 
actually  become  rich  themselves  upon  the  spoils  of  of- 
fice, and  are  taking  their  stand  in  the  ranks  of  the 
wealthy,  even  while  they  are  yet  hoarse  with  bawling 
the  fire-cry  of  the  party,  with  which  they  have  alarmed 
the  slumbering  senses  of  the  country,  appear  to  have 
had  no  effect  in  undeceiving  those  who  set  out  the  vic- 
tims of  delusion. 

But,  sir,  is  it  not  a  little  remsrkable  that  those  who 
claim  all  the  public  virtue,  all  the  diaintereatedness,  all 
the  patriotiam,  and  exclusive  devotion  to  free  and  equal 
Hi^bts,  should  be  the  champions  of  a  system  of  plunder; 
Affecting  to  despise  and  fear  riches,  as  the  source  of  all 
oppression  and  injustice,  yet  seizing  upon,  and  appro- 
priating exclusively  to  themselves,  the  entire  national 
Treasury;  a  capital  which  yields  an  annual  income  of  at 
least  twenty-five  millions!  I*  it  not  remarkable  that  such 
nen,  with  such  professions  daily  upon  their  lips,  should 
be  the  inventors  and  supporters  of  a  principle  of  party 
sssociatlon,  a  motive  to  party  action,  the  most  mercenary, 
the  most  tyrannical,  the  most  corrupting,  and  founded 
more  exclusively  in  a  thirst  for  riches,  than  any  which 
bas  ever  been  known  heretofore  in  the  history  of  Gov- 
ernment I 

Sir,  what  is  the  true  spirit  and  character  of  the  spoils 
principle,  aa  avowed  by  some  of  fhe  leaders  of  the  party 
in  power?  That  it  is  detestable,  is  felt  by  many;  but 
bow  dangerous  it  is,  I  believe  has  not  yet  been  duly  con- 
sidered. Have  you,  sir,  ever  reflected  upon  its  nature? 
I><)  you  know  that  this  principle  is  the  foundstion  of  the 


largest  class  of  crimes  known  in  the  criminal  code  of 
every  country }  Do  you  know  sir,  that  this  same  spoils 
principle  has  been  the  cause  of  more  devastation,  wretch- 
edness, and  guilt,  individual  and  national,  than  any  other 
in  the  liistory  of  human  suffering;  that  it  is  the  incentive 
alike  to  the  burglar  who  breaks  and  enters  your  house 
at  night,  and  the  highwayman  who  waylsys  your  path 
and  takes  your  life;  that,  rising  from  individuala  to  mul- 
titudes and  nations,  it  is  the  actuating  motive  to  all  tbe 
plunderings  and  desolations  of  military  conqueats;  that  it 
forces  the  gates  of  cities,  plunders  temples  of  religion, 
overturning  in  its  course,  indiscriminately,  republican 
States  and  imperial  dynasties^  It  is  the  great  despoiler 
of  private  rights  and  of  national  independence.  It  was 
the  spoils  principle  which  united  the  barbarians  of  tbe 
North,  and  finally  overthrew  the  vast  fiibric  of  Roman 
policy,  law,  and  civilization— tbe  work  of  ages;  and  it  is 
the  only  principle  which  can  ever  shake  tbe  solid  fabric 
of  our  own  free  and  happy  institutions. 

The  charge  that  the  British  general  encouraged  the 
troops  before  New  Orleans,  during  the  late  war,  by  hold- 
ing out  the  beauty  and  booty  of  the  city  aa  the  rewards 
of  their  \a1or  and  success,  was  thought  so  dishonorable 
to  the  nritish  army  as  to  have  led  to  a  correspondence 
with  the  American  general,  as  I  have  been  informed, 
with  a  view  to  procure  a  retraction  of  the  imputation. 
But  in  what  does  this  new  principle  of  party  association 
differ  from  that  which  was  thought  so  disgraceful  to 
British  arms^  I  repeat  the  question:  bow  does  tbe  spoils 
principle  of  the  party  now  in  power,  in  this  country, 
differ,  as  regards  the  honor  or  safety  of  it,  from  the 
watchword  of  the  British  general?  If,  in  war  between 
civilized  nations,  the  spoils  principle  is  regarded  as  too 
great  a  temptation  to  licentiousness,  and  too  dangerous 
for  the  general  safety  of  property  and  society,  how  much 
more  dangerous  and  insufferable  must  such  a  principle 
be,  when  applied  to  the  contests  for  power  between  po- 
litical parties  in  a  free  Government^  In  truth,  sir,  what 
is  this  principle  but  tbe  watchword  invented  by  a  polit- 
ical chief  to  animate  his  followers  to  a  savage  and  un- 
scrupulous warfare:  sparing  neither  sex;  practising  every 
species  of  fraud  and  hypoarisy;  confounding  right  and 
wrong;  and  oAen  robbing  the  innocent  and  virtuoua  of 
their  only  treasure — their  honest  fame?  What  is  it,  I  re- 
peat, but  a  proclamation  to  the  venal  and  corrupt,  of  all 
parties,  to  rally  to  the  standard  of  a  chief  who,  like  the 
leader  of  an  army  of  bandits,  points  to  the  Treasury,  and 
says  to  them,  that  shall  be  the  reward  of  victory?  Sir, 
this  is  no  exaggeration.  Disguise  it  aa  you  will,  it  it  a 
system  of  corruption  and  plunder. 

There  was  a  time,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  biatory  of  mod- 
ern Europe,  when,  whatever  diacord  prevailed  among 
the  Christian  nations  which  occupied  that  fair  continent, 
however  bloody  and  furious  the  wart  which  raged  be- 
tween them,  the  moment  it  waa  announced  by  pilgrim 
messengers  that  the  infidel  Powers  of  the  Esst  were  as- 
sembled, and  advancing  their  standard  to  the  eonfinet  of 
Christendom,  the  sacred  tocsin  was  sounded!  **The 
truce  of  God"  was  proclaimed,  and  Christian  armies 
which  had  lately  met  in  deadly  strife,  upon  many  a 
bloody  field,  were  now  seen  advancing  harmoniously  in 
united  columns,  a  consolidated  phalanx,  rolling  back  the 
tide  of  war  upon  tbe  haughty  Turk!  I  will  not  tay,  air, 
that  the  parallel  is  complete.  It  would  be  profane  to  do 
so;  but  1  will  say,  that  next  to  the  Christian  religion,  at 
an  instrument  for  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of 
the  human  race,  that  which  is  most  precious  on  earth  is 
in  peril.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States  is  inva- 
ded! The  janizaries  are  mustered;  the  infidel  powers 
advance;  already  are  the  outworks  carried;  they  ap« 
proach  the  citadel,  and  nothing  but  a  united  effort,  and 
the  most  determined  courage  and  good  conduct,  can 
save  it  from  irretrievable  deatruction. 
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ADMISSION  OF  MICHIGAN.  • 

Before  .Mr.  Bbll  had  concluded  hit  speech,  as  given 
entire  in  preceding  pages,  the  House  passed  to  the  or- 
ders of  the  day,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  '*  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
admission  of  the  State  •f.  Michigan  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States." 

The  question  pending  was  the  demand  for  the  previ- 
ous question,  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Mahit,  of  New 
York,  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Jbitifbb  for  a  call  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  JKNIFER  withdrew  his  motion  for  a  call  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  MERCER  inquired  of  the  Speaker  whether,  if 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question  should  be  second* 
ed,  the  question  could  not  be  separately  taken  on  the 
preamble  and  the  billf 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  there  was  no  precedent  for 
such  a  division. 

Mr.  MANN  asked  if,  when  the  bill  was  on  its  passage, 
after  its  engrossment,  a  motion  to  recommit  it,  with  in- 
structions to  strike  out  the  preamble,  would  not  be  in 
order. 

The  CHAIR.  Every  nnember  of  the  House  must  know 
that  that  motion  would  be  in  order. 

The  House  seconded  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question:  Yeas  84,  nays  67$  and  the  question  recurring 
on  ordering  the  main  question  to  be  put — 

Mr.  THOMAS  rose,  and  said  be  had  voted  in  the  neg- 
ative  on  the  seconding  the  previous  question.  But  now 
the  position  of  the  bill  had  been  changed,  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  not  refuse  to  order  that  the  main  ques- 
tion be  now  put.  If  that  was  done,  the  further  action  of 
the  House  on  the  bill  would  be  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. The  bill  would  be  open  for  discussion  after  it  has 
been  rrad  a  third  time,  on  the  question  of  its  final  pas- 
sage. By  ordering  the  main  question,  the  House  will 
not  close  the  debate,  bnt  it  will  signify  a  willingness  to 
take  the  bill  as  it  is,  without  further  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
a  third  reading,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative: 
Yeas  140,  nays  57 ^  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Adams,.;Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Bean, 
Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Buuldin,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  J.  Calhoon, 
Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chapin,  N.  H. 
Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Cules,  Con- 
nor, Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Davis,  Denny,  Double- 
day,  DroiRgoole,  Dunlap,  Fsirfield,  Farlin,  Forester, 
Fowler,^  Fuller,  Gatbraith,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland, 
Gholson,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Graham,  Grantland,  Haley, 
J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  S.  S.  Harrison,  A.  G.  Har- 
rison, Hawes,  Hawkine,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Holsev, 
Holt,  Howard^  Howjell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington, 
Huntsman,  iQgbam,  J;  Johnson,  R.  M.  Johnson,  C. 
Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore, 
Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Lay, 
G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  L'lonard,  Logan, 
Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  A.  Mann,  J.  Mann,  Mai  tin,  W. 
Mason,  M.  Mason,  May,  McComas,  McKay,  McKeon, 
McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan  Morris,  Muhlen- 
berg, Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  F.  Pierce,  D.  J. 
Pearce,  Peyton,  Phelps,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Rey- 
nolds, Richardson,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  A. 
H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sickles,  Smith,  Spragu**,  Stan- 
defer,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Tou- 
cey,  Turrill,  Vanderpnel,  Wagrner,  Ward,  Ward  well, 
Webster,  Weeks,  White,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Yell— 140. 

NATS-^Messrs.  H.  Allen,  Bailey,  Bond,  Brlggs,  W.  D. 
Calhnun,  G.  Chambers,  J.  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chet- 
wood,  Darlington,  Dawson,  D<rberry,  Elmore,  Graves, 
Grayson,  Grimn,  II.  Hall,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hazeltinc, 
Hiester,    Hnpkinp^    ligers^ll,    Jants,    Jacvts,  Jenifer, 


Lawrence,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  8.  Mason,  McCsrty, 
McKennan,  McLene,  Mercer,  Milligan,  J.  A.  Pearce, 
.Phillips,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Rutsell,  Slade,  Sloane,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  W. 
Thompson,  Underwood,  Vioton,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Wil- 
liams, S.  Williams,  Wise,  Young — ^, 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  the  question 
being  on  its  final  passage, 

Mr.  JENIFER  inquired  if  the  bill  was  then  open  fur 
discussion. 

.n«  CHAIR  replied  that  its  merits  were  open  in  the 
broadest  latitude  at  that  stage. 

.  Mr.  JENIFER  then  addressed  the  House  as  follows: 
~  Mr.  Speaker:  The  question  being  on  the  final  passage 
of  the  bill,  the  previous  question  having  been  carried 
on  the  third  reading,  precludes  the  motion,  which  I  had 
intended  to  make,  to  strike  out  the  preamble.  I  cannot  ' 
see  the  propriety  of  having  a  reason  assigned  which  does 
not  exist  in  point  of  fact.  The  preamble  in  reference 
to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  15th  June,  1836,  providing 
for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  declares 
"  that  a  convention  of  delegates  elected  by  the  people  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  &c.,  did,  on  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1836,  assent  to  the  provisions  of  said  act,"  when  it  is 
so  notoriously  the  reverse,  that  the  advocates  of  the  bill 
have  thenMelves  admitted  that  not  one  third  of  the  legally 
qualified  voters  elected  that  convention ;  still,  an  impres- 
sion is  attempted  to  be  made,  that  it  was  by  the  assent 
of  the  people  of  Michigan  that  that  convention  was  held. 
I  do  not  desire  to  be  considered  as  opposed  to  the  ad* 
mission  of  Michigan;  but  I  am  jin willing  she  should  be 
admitted  illegally  or  unconstitutionally. 

During  the  last  session  of  Congress,  I  opposed  the 
bill  for  the  admission;  because,  after  confirming  her 
constitution,  it  prescribed  terms  different  from  the  pro- 
visions of  that  constitution;  and  because  it  did  not  ac- 
complish that  which  it  professed  to  do,  the  settlement  of 
the  boundary  line  between  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Mich- 
igan, but  left  still  open  that  controversy;  and  because  I 
believed  it  was  then  pressed  from  other  considerations 
than  the  desire  to  benefit  the  State  of  Michigan.  1  have 
now  other  and  additional  reasons.  My  objections  are  to 
the  manner  in  wiiich  she  is  proposed  to  be  admitted; 
because  the  people  of  Michigan  have  not  given  their  as- 
sent to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  15th  June,  1836,  ad- 
mitting her  into  the  Union;  and  because  her  admission 
is  predicated  iipon  revolutionary  principles. 

By  the  act  of  last  session  it  is  made  a  «  fundamental 
condition"  that  the  boundaries  of  the  Stale  of  Michigan, 
as  defined  in  that  act,  shall  receive  the  assent  ol  a  con* 
vention  of  delegates  elected  by  4>eople  of  said  State,  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  giving  the  assent  herein  required i 
and  as  soon  as  the  assent  herein  required  shall  be  given, 
tbe  President  of  the  United  States  bhall  announce  the 
same  by  proclamation;  and  thereupon,  and  without  any 
further  proceedings  on  the  part  of  Congress,  the  admis- 
sion of  the  said  State  Into  tbe  Union,  as  one  of  the  Uni-. 
ted  Statea  of  America,  shall  be  considered  as  complete. 
Let  us  examine  how  far  these  conditions  have  been  com- 
plied with.  The  President  of  tbe  United  States,  in  his 
message  to  Congress  of  37th  December  last,  in  rela- 
tion to  Michigan,  says:  **  In  November  last,  I  re- 
ceived a  communication  enclosing  tbe  official  proceed- 
ings of  a  convention  assembled  at  Ann  Arbor,  in  Mich- 
igan, on  the  26th  September,  1836,  and  which  are 
herewith  laid  before  you.  It  will  be  seen  by  these  pa- 
pers that  the  convention  therein  referred  to  was  elected 
by  the  people  of  Michigan,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  the 
Strfte  Legislature,  passed  on  the  25ih  July  last,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  above-mentioned  act  of  Congresp,  and 
that  it  declined  giving  its  assent  to  the  fundamental  con« 
dition  prescribed  by  congress,  snd  rejected  tbe  same." 
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Thus  it  appears  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
recognised  this  first  convention  as  legal  and  constitution- 
al, as  elected  by  the  people,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  the 
State  Legislature*  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gresst  and  that  they  declined  acceding  to  the  terms 
therein  prescribed,  and  passed  the  following  resolution: 

**Reaoht€df  Tbat  this  convention  cannot  give  their  as- 
sent to  the  proposition  contained  in  said  proviso,  but  the 
same  is  hereby  rejected ('*  and  further  protest  against 
the  ''condition  contained  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  June 
15,  1836,  as  being  contrary  to  the  articles  of  compact 
contained  in  the  ordinance  of  1787',  and  the  constiti»t|^n 
of  the  State  Government." 

Thus  a  convention,  regularly  organized'undel^  the  law 
of  the  State,  and  according  to  the  act  of  Congresi*,  re- 
ject the  conditions  upon  which  Michigan  is  proposed  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  communicated  the  facts 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

This  was  then  the  determination  of  the  people  of 
Michigan,  expressed  by  her  delegates,  regularly  elected 
under  the  law  of  the  State,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
of  Congress.  This  determination  has  not  been  authorita- 
tively revoked,  as  far  as  the  facts  are  presented  to  Con- 
gress. Still  it  is  pretended  that  this  second  convention — 
or,  more  properly  speaking,  caucus — expresses  the 
opinion  and  wishes  of  the  people  of  Michigan.  Let  us 
examine  bow  far  the  facts  in  the  case  support  these  pre- 
tensions. This  second  convention,  without  authority, 
was  held  on  the  5th  and  6th  of  December  kst.  It  will 
be  recollected  that  the  refusal  of  Michigan  to  accept  the 
terms  proposed  by  the  act  of  Congress  rendered  the 
election  of  the  Vice  President,  if  not  the  President,  un- 
certain. This  second  convention  was  urged  to  relieve 
that  doubt.  A  meeting,  called  together  without  author- 
ity, (two  whole  counties  unrepresented,)  undertake  to 
reverse  the  authorized  act  of  the  former  convention;  and, 
after  declaring  •«  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
have  no  constitutionaf  right  to  require  the  assent  afore- 
said, as  a  condition  preliminary  to  the  admission  of  Michi- 
gan into  the  Union,"  they  •<  resolve  that  the  assent  re- 
quired in  the  foregoing  recited  act  of  the  Congress  uf  the 
United  Sutes  is  hereby  given;"  thus  assenting  to  that 
which  they  themselves  pronounce  to  be  unconstitutional. 
Can  any  gentleman  believe  tbat  these  proceedings  were 
gotten  up  for  other  than  political  purposes.'  I'he  pro- 
ceedings of  this  meeting  were  also  communicated  to 
Congress  by  the  President,  but  be  does  not  recognise  it 
as  a  convention  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Michigan, 
so  as  to  justify  her  admission  into  the  Union;  but  be  says, 
in  his  message,  *•  this  latter  convention  was  not  ht-ld  or 
elected  by  virtue  of  any  act  of  the  Territorial  or  State 
Legislature."  But  **  had  these  latter  proceedings  come 
to  me  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  I  should  therefore 
have  felt  it  my  duty,  on  being  satisfied  tbat  they  emanated 
from  a  convention  of  delegates  elected,  in  point  of  f^ct, 
by  the  people  of  the  State,  for  the  purpose  required,  to 
have  issued  my  proclamation  thereon,  as  provided  by 
law." 

I  have  quoted  the  President's  language  to  show  that 
he  did  not  believe  that  this  latter  convention  was  elected, 
in  point  of  fact,  by  the  people  of  the  State,  as  required 
by  the  act  of  Congress)  because,  had  he  so  believed,  he 
would  have  issued  bis  proclamation  as  required,  without 
referring  the  matter  to  Gongress.  His  proclaroaiion  was 
alone  necessary  to  a'lmit  Michigan  into  the  Union «  and, 
ahbough  it  has  been  urged  that  his  respect  fur  Congress 
induced  htm  to  submit  it  to  their  decision,  no  man,  who 
knows  the  President,  will  believe  that  consideration  to 
have  influenced  him  in  any  degree  whatever.  When 
has  he  ever  shrunk  from  responsib.lity,  or  evinced  such 
a  respect  for  Congress  as  to  part  with  one  iota  of  po^er, 
when  once  within  his  gra&p'  Where  was  his  respect  for 
Congress  when  he  removed  the  deposites,  to  prevent  bis 


recommendation  of  the  measure  being  almost  unanimous- 
ly rejected^  When  has  he  ever  evinced  any  regard  for 
their  opinions?  Has  he  not|  on  all  occasions,  exercised 
whatever  power  may  have  been  placed  in  bis  hands, 
without  regard  to  any  tribunal?  And  bad  he  believed 
that  the  latter  convention  was  held  by  authority,  he 
would  not  have  hesitated  to  issue  his  proclamation,  ac- 
cording to  the  act  of  Congress,  and  declare  Michigan  one 
of  the  United  SUtes'  But,  sir,  the  presidential  question 
was  then  settled;  the  vote  ot  Michigan  was  not  necessa-* 
ry  to  insure  the  succession,  and  President  Jackson  was 
unwilling  to  take  the  responsibility  without  a  benefit.   • 

The  error  into  which  gentlemen  have  fallen,  if  error, 
it  be,  is  the  denominating  this  second  convention  a  con- 
vention of  the  people  of  Michigan.  Whenevvr  illegal 
and  unjustifiable  measures  are  adopted,  an  effort  is  made 
to  induce  a  belief  tbat  it  is  the  will  of  the  people*  But, 
in  this  particular  case,  they  have  not  the  benefit  of  tliat 
argument,  because  it  is  admitted  that  not  more  than  nine 
thousand  votes,  less  than  one  third,  were  given,  wiih  a 
population,  in  1835,  of  upwards  of  eighty-seven  thou- 
sand, and  now  claimed  to  exceed  two  hundred  thousand, 
and  this  without  any  act  of  the  I'erritorial  or  State 
Legislature.  Thus,  then,  we  have  the  proceedings  of 
a  regularly  called  convention,  held  in  pursuance  of  the 
act  of  the  Legislature,  rejecting  the  condition  contained 
in  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  15tb  of  June,  1836;  and  of 
a  subsequent  convention,  in  the  language  of  the  Presi- 
dent, <*  not  held  or  elected  by  virtue  of  any  act  of  the 
Territorial  or  State  Legislature,"  accepting  those  con- 
ditions. 

It  is  not  contended  that  Michigan  is  propQsed  to  be 
admitted  in  the  usual  manner  of  admitting  States.  But 
her  admission,  from  the  proceedings,  is  justified  upon 
revolutionary  principles.  If  any  doubt  exibted  before, 
upon  this  subject,  it  will  be  only  necessary  to  refer  to 
the  opening  speech  of  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee  [Mr.  Thomas]  to  satisfy  them  on  that  point. 
The  honorable  chairman  who  reported  this  bill  did  not 
attempt  to  conceal  the  fact  that  those  proceedings  were 
revolutionary;  and  his  whole  argument  was  a  justifica- 
tion of  lh\£ir  principles.  In  support  of  which,  he  has 
referred  to  the  manner  in  which  Arkansas,  Tennessee, 
and  other  States,  have  been  admitted  into  the  Union;  to 
the  opinions  of  distinguished  citizens  of  Virginia;  in  fine, 
to  all  the  authorities  which  he  could  bring  to  bear  on 
this  subject  since  the  formation  of  our  Governments 
Sir,  the  honorable  chairman  finds  no  analogy  between 
the  esses  cited  and  the  present.  Those  Sutes  were 
admitted  after  the  authorized  and  expressed  will  of  the 
people  was  ascertained,  by  their  consens  legally  and 
constitutionally  expressed.  How  is  it  with  Micuigan.' 
Her  legally,  constitutionally  authorized  convention  re- 
jected the  terms  proposed  by  the  act  of  Congress, 
and  the  President  of  the  United  States  recognised 
it  as  such.  She  now  proposes  to  be  admitted,  by 
application  of  a  convention  got  up  without  authority 
of  law  of  either  Territorial  or  State  Legislature,  and 
which  the  Presidtnt  has  not  recognised  as  being  the 
expression  of  the  will  of  the  people;  yet  my  col. 
league  finds  in  those  proceedings  sufficient  to  jui>tiry 
bis  doctrines.  He  does  not  consider  law,  constitution,  or 
any  authorized  Government,  a  barrier  to  his  principles. 
He  sets  out  with  taking  certain  positions,  the  correctness 
of  some  of  which  had  never  been  denied,  and  of  others 
which  it  is  only  necessary  to  state  to  show  their  absurd- 
ity. He  tells  us  that  <*  all  power  emanates  from  the 
people;"  that  "  the  people  h.tve  a  right  to  throw  off 
their  Government  whenever  it  becomes  t)rannical  and 
oppressive;"  that  a  "  majority  of  the  people  have  aright 
to  make  a  constitution,  and,  when  oppressed,  to  abolish 
the  oM  or  set  up  a  new  one." 

Sir,  these  may  be  considered  as  the  fundamental  prin. 
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ciples  of  all  republican  Governments.  But  when  be 
assumes  '*  that  no  Government,  no  constitutiun,  is  neces- 
sary, because  all  power  emanates  from  the  people;  that 
meeting^  called  by  tinknowh,  irresponsible  persons,  col- 
lected together  upon  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  by  in- 
flammatory addresses  or  inbidious  publications,  under- 
take to  constitute  a  convention  to  uproot  the  foundations 
of  Government,  then  his  doctrines  become  those  of 
anarchy  and  revolution.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the 
honorable  chairman  commenced  the  debate,  and,  be- 
fore any  objection  was  made  to  the  admission  of  Michi-' 
gaH,  he.  developed  his  views,  and  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  supported  her  admission.  No  gentleman  who 
has  succeeded  him  has  had  the  temerity  to  sanction 
them.  It  is  true,  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Vandebpokl,]  in  reference  to  his  friend's  remarks,  says, 
**  he  cannot  endorse  nor  can  he  repudiate  them."  This, 
in  tiie  spirit  of  the  present  times,  is  truly  non-committal. 
1)ut  all  who  listened  to  my  colleague,  who  had  not  heard 
him  before  upon  this  subject,  must  have  been  astonished 
at  the  latitude  of  his  opinions.  He  dues  not  recognise 
any  sort  of  law  which  may  not  at  a  moment  be  abrogated 
and  annulled;  and,  in  the  language  of  the  anarchists, 
bases  his  position  upon  the  rights  of  tlie  people.  None 
could  doubt  the  object  of  his  remarks.  They  were  in- 
tended to  cover  and  to  justify  past  transactions,  the  ef- 
fect of  which  woiild  be  to  delude  the  country  as  to  the 
position  he  -and  his  friends  held  in  relation  to  recent  revo- 
lutionary movements.  And,  although  he  thought  proper 
to  refer  to  Virginia  and  other  States  for  examples  to  justi-  , 
fy  the  measure,  he  might  have  found  ample  materials 
nearer  home.  The  honorable  chairman  need  not  have 
gone  to  Virginia  for  the  support  of  such  doctrines.  And 
here  permit  me  to  say  that  he  has  done  great  injustice 
by  calling  to  his  aid  the  names  of  some  of  her  distin- 
guished sons  who  took  a  prominent  part  in  her  con- 
vention, both  before  and  at  the  time  of  its  organization. 
They  held  no  such  doctrines  as  those  advanced  by  my 
colleague;  they  would  have  repudiated  them,  as  incon- 
sistent with  all  good  government. 

They  have  not  been  sanctioned,  to  any  considerable 
extent,  except  in  my  colleague's  own  State.  He  need 
not  have  travelled  elsewhere  for '^examples  of  disorder 
and  attempts  at  revolution.  I  say  it  with  deep  humili- 
ation, that  Marlyand  has  been  the  theatre  of  revolution 
and  anarchy. 

I  am  aware,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration is  the  bill  to  admit  Michigan  into  the  Union. 
I  am  also  aware  that  thia  bill  did  not  take  the  usual 
course  of  being  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  because  it  was  decided  that 
the  discussion  should  be  confined  to  the  question  immedi- 
ately before  the  Chair.  And,  sir,  if,  in  following  the 
honorable  chairman  who  opened  this  debate  by  promul- 
ging  the  principles  upon  which  Michigan  is  to  be  ad- 
mitted, !  show  that  the  practical  results  of  such  meas- 
ures, if  carried  into  eflTect,  will  be  the  prostration  of  con- 
stitutional Government,  and  the  substitution  of  revolution 
and  anarchy,  if  not  despotism,  I  trust  I  shall  not  be 
viewed  as  transgressing  beyond  the  limits  of  parliament- 
ary rules. 

This  is  not  the  first  occasion  upon  which  my  colleague 
has  advanced  those  or  similar  opinions;  this  is  not  the 
first  lime  be  has  denounced  constitutional  Government; 
nor  is  it  the  first  time  that  he  has  raised  his  voice  in  favor 
of  revolution!  During  the  last  session  of  Congress,  not 
satisBed  with  expressing  his  opinion  in  favor  of  republi- 
can Government,  he  thought  proper  to  denounce,  on 
this  floor,  the  constitution  and  Legislature  of  bis  own 
State,  and  then  to  predict  that  the  ensuing  election 
would  purge  her  of  her  tyrannical  oppressors;  **  that  the 
republicans,  the  democratic  republicans  of  Mar^bnd, 
were  in  motion,  roused  by  the  recollection  of  many 


wrongfs;  that  State  will  heave,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Alleghani^s,  to  throw  off  that  incubus  which  has  long 
weighed  upon  her  heart !"  Sir,  the  means  by  which  this 
was  to  be  accomplished,  and  which  were  resorted  to, 
within  the  last  six  or  eight  months,  in  Maryland,  should 
admonish  this  House  and  the  country  of  the  danger  of 
sanctioning  such  measures.  In  exposing  the  conduct  of 
those  who,  forgetful  of  the  high  obligations  they  owed  to 
their  Government,  and  reckless  of  the  consequences  to 
their  fellow-citizens,  for  political  purposes  were  willing 
to  sacrifice  the  best  interests  of  the  State,  I  do  not  desire 
to  do  injustice  to  my  colleague,  and  therefore  shall  con- 
fine myself  to  that  which  has  become  matter  of  history, 
or  fairly  deducible  from  facts  as  they  existed. 

I  feel  that  the  character  of  Maryland  has  been  at 
stake.  I  know  that  a  misapprehension  has  prevailed, 
to  some  extent,  throughout  the  country,  with  regard  to 
her  Government  and  her  people;  this  misapprehension 
was  fur  a  time  entertained  within  her  borders,  and  it 
has  been  the  policy  of  those  who  produced  it  to  con« 
tinue  it.  It  is  too  true  that  a  d-irk  cloud  fur  a  while 
hung  upon  her  horizon;  that  she  had  within  her  limits 
men  whose  want  of  principle  would  have  led  them  to 
the  perpetration  of  any  act,  fcr  personal  or  political 
preftrmt-nt;  whose  every  nerve  was  strained  to  bring 
her  constitution  and  laws  into  disrepute,  to  render  her 
citiz  ns  dissatisfied  with  their  Government,  and  to 
plunge  the  State  into  anarchy  and  revolution. 

But  Maryland  stands  redeemed — redeemed  by  ihe 
virtue  of  her  people  and  the  energy  of  her  Govern- 
ment! 

J  hope  1  may  be  indulged  on  this  occasion  (although 
it  might  have  been  more  proper  elsewhere)  in  defend' 
ing  my  native  State  from  the  oblcquy  which  has  been 
attempted  to  be  heaped  on  her  constitution,  her  Legis- 
lature, and  her  people.  1  know  that  an  impression  has 
been  attempted  to  be  made,  that  such  was  the  aristocra- 
cy of  her  constitution,  and  the  tyranny  of  her  Executive 
and  Legislature  in  the  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, that  the  people  were  oppressed  and  their  wishes 
disregarded;  and  this  coming,  too,  from  some  of  her 
own  native  citizens.  The  people  have  ntver  desired 
an  aUeration  in  her  conbtitution,  which  has  not  been 
made.  The  constitution  and  laws  of  Maryland,  like  all 
other  fallible  instrument*,  require  charges  according  to 
time  and  circumstances.  The  former  is  altered  or 
amended  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  (submitted  to 
the  people,  who  annually  elect  their  delegates  to  the 
popular  branch,)  and  confirmed  by  the  subsequent  Le- 
gislature. And  no  case  can  be  cited  where  the  people 
have  expressed  a  desire  at  the  polls,  or  otherwise  made 
known  their  wishes  for  a  change,  which  has  not  been 
made.  But  the  Lf  gisUture  is  too  enlightened,  too  re- 
gardful of  the  rights  of  the  people,  to  permit  them- 
selves to  be  influenced  by  self-constituted  conventions 
or  caucuses,  without  authority  of  law,  to  subserve  the 
views  of  political  demagogues,  although  they  may  call 
themselves  the  proper  exponents  of  the  popular  will. 
Sir,  the  people  know  and  feel  that  anarchy  is  not  liber- 
ty, that  revolution  is  not  reform,  and  without  law  there 
can  be  no  security.  It  is  by  prof^-^sing  that  the  people 
desire  those  changes  that  these  disorganize rs  endeavor 
to  render  their  own  acts  acc(*ptabte  to  popular  feeling. 

Before  we  can  property  appreciate  the  motives  of  the 
originators  of  the  intended  revolution  in  Maryland,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  understand  the  origin,  the  prog- 
ress, and  the  result  of  tho.ce  movements. 

A  reform  in  the  constitution  was  the  ostensible  ob- 
ject; the  real  one,  a  political  ascendency  in  the  Stkte. 
It  was  intended  to  give  the  vote  of  Ma  yland  to  M«*. 
Van  Buren  and  Mr.  R.  M.  Johnson,  and  thereby  insure 
for  themselves  places  of  high  preferment.  The  means 
by  which  this  was  to  be  accomplished  will  show  their 
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total  dtsrejifard  of  honorable  eng^agements,  and  a  treach- 
erous abandonment  of  their  own  friends. 

A  reform  in  the  constitution  of  Maryland  had  been, 
at  rrpeated  sessions  of  her  Legislature,  a  subject  of  con* 
sidcration;  and,  in  fact,  during^  the  last  session,  a  bill 
had  passed  making  some  changes  approximating  more 
nearly  to  the  wishes  of  the  lurger  counties,  and  a  spirit 
was  evinced  to  carry  it  much  further.  Various  propo- 
sitions had  heretofore  been  made  to  give  a  more  numer- 
ous representation  to  the  more  populous  counties;  but 
no  digested  plan  had  ever  been  agreed  on  by  them- 
selves, much  less  to  have  a  representation  according  to 
pnpuhtion.  The  peculiar  situation  of  Maryland,  having 
a  Urge  comnnercial  city,  so  dispr.  portiined  In  her  pap- 
ulation to  the  other  p^rts  of  the  State,  that  but  few  in- 
telligent men,  from  any  section  f>f  it,  would  advocate  a 
representation  accorvling  to  population.  Many  of  her 
voteri  are  transient  residents;  hundreds  vole  at  the 
election  without  any  residence  whatever. 

I  speak  from  a  knowledge  of  the  fac^  that  many  of 
the  most  respectable  citizens  of  the  smaller  counties  aie, 
and  a'waiys  have  been,  willing  and  anxious  to  increase 
the  representation,  in  either  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
from  the  city  of  Baliimoie  and  the  larger  counties.  But 
those  alteratlims  were  not  before  attempted  to  be  made 
by  revolution.  It  was  reserved  f.»r  the  pa' riots  of  the 
present  day  to  signalize  themselves  by  so  inglorious  an 
achievement. 

\t\  1836  jthe  Jickson  party  proposed  a  union  with 
their  polihcal  adversaries,  to  further  the  objects  of  re- 
form. This  was  acceded  to  by  the  whigs,  and  both 
parties  in  several  of  the  counties  sent  delegates  to  a 
convention  which  assembled  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  on 
the  6ih  June,  1836.  [n  that  convention  the  counties  of 
Cecil,  Harford,  Baltimore,  Frederick,  Montgomery,  and 
Washington,  and  Baltimore  city,  were  represented. 
The  following  iesolu*ions  were  adopted: 

'*  1st.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  by  this  con- 
vention, to  the  ptople  of  the  counties  and  cities  friend- 
ly to  a  reform  of  the  constitution  of  the  State,  to  elect, 
at  the  next  October  election,  delegates  faithfully  pledg* 
ed  to  the  people  to  introduce  and  support  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  taking  the  sense  of  the  people  on  the  ques'ion 
of  reforming  the  constitution  of  the  State,  on  the  first 
Monday  in  Miy,  1837;  and  in  the  event  of  a  majority  of 
the  people  declaring  themselves  in  favor  of  such  reform, 
providing  in  the  same  bill  fur  the  calling  of  a  convention 
for  that  object. 

"2d.  Resolved,  That  in  the  bill  providing  for  the  call  of 
a  convention,  the  members  of  the  convention  ought  to 
be  distributed  equally  among  the  severjil  congressional 
districts  of  this  State,  with  the  exception  of  the  fourth, 
which,  being  a  double  congressional  district,  ought  to 
have  twice  the  number  of  representatives  of  any  other 
d'strict;  that  the  members  of  the  convention  should  be 
elec  ed  on  the  first  Monday  in  June,  1837,  to  assemble 
ill  the  city  of  AHnapolm,  on  the  4th  day  of  July  there- 
after, to  prepare  and  present  a  constitution  for  the  rati- 
fica  ion  of  the  people  of  Maryland  at  the  following  Oc- 
tober election." 

Amongst  honorable  men  of  all  parties  this  would  have 
been  considered  binding,  and  the  period  to  which  they 
liad  referred  would  have  been  awaited,  so  as  to  have 
ascertained  the  wishes  of  the  people,  and  to  have  adopt- 
ed measures  accordingly.  But  instead  of  waiting  until 
the  October  election,  to  see  whether  delegates  were 
chosen  to  the  Legislature  favorable  to  a  reform,  as  de- 
sired, the  moment  the  September  elections  for  electors 
of  tlie  Senate  had  taken  place,  and  it  was  ascertained 
that  twenty-one  whigs  and  nineteen  in  favor  of  Mr.  Van 
Biiren  had  been  elected,  the  arch  intriguer  put  in  ope- 
ratioi)  his  insidious  plans,  not  to  reform  her  constitution, 
but  to  revolutionize  M.\ryland. 


By  the  constitution  of  the  State,  the  duties  of  electors 
of  the  Senate  are  defined  and  limited.  They  are  pointed 
out  in  the  15th  article  of  that  instrument,  which  oidains: 

'•  That  the  said  electors  of  the  Senate  meet  at  the 
city  of  Annapolis,  or  such  other  place  as  shall  be  ap« 
pointed  for  convening  the  Legislature,  on  the  ih  rd  Mon- 
day in  September,  1781,  and  on  the  same  day  in  every 
fifth  year  forever  therd.ifter;  and  they,  or  any  twenty- 
four  of  them,  so  met,  shall  proceed  to  elect,  by  ballot, 
either  out  of  their  own  body  or  the  people  at  large,  fif- 
teen Senators,  (nine  of  whom  to  be  residents  of  the  West- 
ern, and  six  to  be  residents  of  the  Ka«tern  Shore,)  men  of 
the  most  wisdom,  experience,  and  virtu«>,  above  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  residents  of  the  State  above  three 
whole  yeari  next  preceding  th»*  electioiu" 

This  very  article  (uhich  shows  the  spirit  of  compro- 
mise which  formed  the  constitution)  gives  to  the  Eastern 
Shore  six  Senators  out  of  the  fifteen,  was  to  represent 
and  protect  the  minority  of  the  State;  and  without  such 
compromise  the  constitution  could  not  have  been  formed. 
With  their  duties  thus  defined,  most  of  them  under  the 
solemn  obligation  of  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution, 
all  of  them  pledged  to  the  people  for  a  faithful  discharge 
of  the  duties  which  they  had  solicited  to  be  intrusted  with, 
these  nineteen  violators  of  pledged  faith,  usurping  pow- 
ers not  given  them,  have  the  unparalleled  effrontery  to 
refuse  to  go  into  the  electoral  college.and  perform  their 
duties,  unless  the  twenty  one  electors  will  pledge  them- 
selves to  violate  their  honor  and  their  oaths,  by  bargain- 
ing away  the  rights  of  their  constituents. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  desire  to  reflect  an  those  elect- 
ors, who  are  not  here  to  protect  and  answer  for  them- 
selves; nor  do  I  consider  them  responsible  for  the  iniqui- 
ty of  their  acts.  With  but  few  exceptions,  they  knew 
not  what  they  did.  They  were  not  capable  of  origina- 
ting or  carrying  out  those  revolutionary  objects.  No, 
sir,  they  were  not  men  for  such  a  crisis.  l*lie  honor  or 
the  renown  of  originating  and  enactinn^lhe  traitorous 
deed  is  justly  due  to  others  in  another  sphere.  Who 
those  men  are,  who  should  be  held  responsible  for  this 
attempt  at  treason  against  their  native  State,  and  who 
-**  with  the  will  to  do,  had  not  the  heart  to  dare,"  after 
the  facts  which  [  shall  develop,  1  leave  to  this  House 
and  tlie  country  to  determine. 

Sir,  the  first  meeting  which  took  place  after  the  Sep- 
tember elections,  to  instruct  the  electors  to  violate  their 
solemn  duty,  was  held  in  the  county  of  Frederick,  the 
county  and  district  which  my  colleague,  the  chairman  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  [Mr.  Thomas,]  represents  up- 
on this  floor.  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that 
1  am  not  about  to  give  vague  or  doubtful  rumors,  but  a 
recital  of  facts  as  they  occurred;  in  doing  which,  if  I  err  , 
I  desire  that  my  colleague  may  correct  me.  1  intend 
not  to  do  injustice;  but  I  feci  that  it  is  due  to  the  State  of 
Maryland  and  her  people,  that  they  should  be  disabused 
from  the  odium  attempted  to  be  cast  upon  them,  and 
that  no  language  can  be  too  strong  (confined  within  par- 
liamentary limits)  in  reprobation  of  such  conduct. 

At  this  meeting  in  Frederick  county,  a  committee  of 
five,  Mr.  Francis  Thomas  one  of  the  number,  reported 
sundry  resolutions,  amongst  which  were  the  following; 

*<  Whereas  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  constitution 
declares  that  no  Senate  can  be  formed  unless  twentj- 
four  electors  agree  to  meet  for  the  appointment  of  the 
members  of  which  it  Is  to  consist .-  therefore, 

<'  Resolved,  That  the  senatorial  electors  of  this  county 
be  instructed  to  require  of  the  twenty-one  whig  electors 
a  pledge  that  no  member  of  the  former  Senate,  and  no 
member  of  the  House  of  Delegates  who  opposed  the  bill 
calling  a  convention  of  the  people,  shall  be  elected  to 
the  next  Senate  of  the  State.  I'hat  at  least  eight  of  the 
members  of  the  Senate,  to  be  chosen  by  the  electoral 
college,  shall  be  selected  from  among  persons  known  to 
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entertain  opinions  and  sentiments  coinciding^  with  the 
principles  and  opinions  held  by,  and  governing^,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  (205,9^3)  who  have  elected  nine- 
teen Van  Buren  electors;  and  tliat,  in  the  formation  of 
the  Senate,  there  shall  be  a  majority  of  mf  mbers  known 
to  be  favorable  to  such  a  thorough  and  radical  reform  of 
the  constitution  of  the  State  as  will  insure  to  all  citizens 
living  under  it  equal  political  rights  and  pr'^vi leges. 

<*  Resolv^  That,  unlesss  the  pledges  required  by  the 
preceding  resolution  are  solemnly  .giien,  in  4we  Irit^ 
the  two  electors  from  this  county  be  requested  to  refuse 
to  enter  into  an  election  of  Senators:  Provided,  That 
the  electors  from  other  counties  and  cities,  having  a  ma- 
joriiy  of  the  white^pulMtion  of  the  State  therein,  will 
co*operate  with  them -to  defeat  the  election  of  a  Senate 
hostile  to  a  reform  in  the  constitution,  to  the  extent  re- 
qired  in  the  fir<»t  resolution.    ."_ 

'*  Reiolvedf  That  our  friends  in  the  counties  and  cities, 
thttt  have  elected  Van  Buren  reform  electors,  sre  ear- 
nestly invited  and  recommended  to  ji)in  us  in  these  meas- 
ures, as  the  only  means  by  which  we  can  avoid  the  fate 
of  being  again  compelled  to  submit,  for  five  years  at 
least,  to  the  tyranny  of  a  Government  wielded  and  con- 
trolled by  a  small  and  aristocratic  minority  of  the  people 
of  the  State." 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  those  patriotic 
reformer?,  who  had  pledged  themselves  to  wait  until 
after  the  October  elections,  and  until  the  Legislature 
then  to  be  elected  should  refuse  to  call  a  convention  for 
a  reform,  still  under  a  voluntary  agreement  with  the 
whig  reformers  to  wait  that  result,  wrest  from  the  peo- 
ple and  the  Legislature  the  powers  of  both,  and  consti- 
tute themselves  a  tribunal  to  revolutionize  the  Stute,  by 
electing  a  Van  Buren  Senate.  This  was  the  measure  of 
their  reform;  this  was  the  great  political  manoeuvre  which 
opened  the  eyes  of  the  whig  reformers  to  the  intrigues 
by  which  theyjiad  been  deceived.  Responsive  to  this 
meeting  was  one  held  in  Cecil  county.  Tiiey  have  since 
paid  the  forfeit  due  to  their  treachery.  Next  was  one 
called  in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  This  was  held  on  the 
Saturday  night  previous  to  the  Monday  when,  under  the 
constitution,  the  electors  were  to  meet  at  the  city  of 
Anmpolis,  to  elect  a  Senate  to  serve  for  five  years. 

At  that  meeting  were  present  nearly  all  the  electors, 
then  on  their  way  to  ihe  seat  of  Government,  to  discharge 
their  dutv.  My  colleague  [Mr.TaoHAs]  was  there,  and  was 
expected  to  address  the  meeting;  it  was  one  of  the 
largest  which  had  asseoibled  for  several  yearsr  called  to- 
gether to  instruct  their  electors  "to  betray  the  trust  re- 
posed in  them.  M>  colle»gue  was  long  and  loudly 
called  for  to  address  the  meeting.  His  f-me  for  revolu- 
tionary discussion  had  spread  far  and  near,  and  the  most 
intense  anxiety  was  evinced  to  hear  hiiW;  but  the  deed 
had  already  been  done;  it  was  understood  that  seventeen 
of  the  nineteen  had  already  pledged  themselves  not  to  go 
into  the  college  unless  the  twenty-one  would  accede  to 
their  terms.  Doubts  were  expressed  whether  they 
would  adhere  to  their  pledges;  the  meeting  was  ad- 
dressed-by  several,  and  resolutions  approving  of  the 
Frederick  and  Cecil  proceedings  were  adopted.  1  wish 
1  could  draw  a  veil  over  the  proceedings  of  that  night. 
I  was,  by  accident,  in  the;  city,  and  alllipugh  my  col- 
league from  the  upper  district  did  not  respond  to  the  re- 
iterated calU  made  upon  him,  another  of  my  colleagues 
did.  Then  it  was  I  heard,  with  deep  anguish,  pro- 
claimed from  the  hustings  revolution  or  reform,  by  one 
from  whom  I  had  least  expected  it.  The  words  were 
greeted  and  re-echoed  by  the  boys»  by  the  mob,  and  by 
the  conspirators  themselves.  It  was  in  sight  of  the 
monument  erected  to  commemorate  the  glorious  12ih  of 
September,  1814,  erected  to  perpetuate  the  mednory  of 
those  gallant  heroes  who  fell  in  defence  of  that  country 
which  was  now  threatened  to  be  plunged  in  civil  war. 


It  was  in  sight  of  the  monument  erected  to  the  immortal 
Washington.  It  was  amidst  such  recollections  as  those 
I  heard  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolu- 
lution-*a  son  of  one  whose  name  and  deeds  stand  record- 
ed upon  the  page  of  history,  as  being  identified  with  the 
best  interests,  prosperity,  and  honor  of  his  country — one 
whcse  name  cannot  be  mentioned  at  the  present  day 
without  calling  forth  feelings  of  admiration  and  gratitude. 
It  was  from  a  bon  of  him  who  bore  the  name  of  Howard 
that  the  doctrine  of  revolution  or  reform  was  proclaimed. 

It  was  then  I  felt  the  degeneracy  of  the  times.  It  was 
then  1  felt  as  if  a  dark  cloud  was  impending  over  my 
native  State,  as  if  the  spirit  of  our  fathers  had  departed 
from  amongst  us.  But,  sir,  no  more  of  that.  The  next 
day  the  electors  proceeded. to  Aimapols.  It  was  nut 
believed,  up  to  that  moment,  that  the  nineteen  would 
prove  recreant.  Such  was  the  doubt  entertained  by 
their  aiders  and  abettors,  that  my  colleague,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  accompanied  them  to 
the  seat  of  Government,  and  took  them  into  his  holy 
keeping.  Upon  their  arrival,  they  refused  to  go  into  the 
electoral  college,  unless  upon  terms  dishonorable  to  the 
twenty-one,  had  they  acceded  to  them — not  reputable  to 
those  who  proposed  them.  Had  those  terms  been  ac- 
ceded to,  at  the  moment  the  electors  were  taking  the 
oath  *'  to  be  faithful,  and  bear  true  allegiance  to  the 
State  of  Marylam^  and  to  support  the  constitution  and 
laws  thereof,"  they  held  in  reserve  a  pledge  to  vioUte 
both;  and  with  the  59th  article  of  the  constitution  before 
them,  which  provides  the  manner  in  which  alterations 
shall  be  made,  in  the  following  words: 

•'Th"s  form  of  government,  and  the  declaration  of 
rights,  and  no  part  thereof,  shall  be  altered,  changed, 
or  abolished,  unless  a  bill  so  to  alter,  change,  nr  abolisli 
the  same,  shall  pass  the  General  Assembly,  and  be  pub- 
lished at  least  three  months  before  a  new- election,  and 
shall  be  confirmed  by  the  General  Assembly  after  a  new 
eleciion  of  delegates,  in  the  first  session  afier  such  new 
election.  Provided  that  nothing  in  this  form  of  govern- 
ment, which  relates  to  the  Eastern  Shtre  particularly* 
shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  al'ered,  unless  for  ti*e 
alteration  and  confirn>alion  thereof  at  least  two  thirds  of 
all  the  members  of  each  branch  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly shall  concur." 

They  persevere  in  their  revolutit  nary  designs,  and 
address  a  letter,  proposing  their  own  terms,  to  the 
twenty-one  electors.  This  was  met  at  the  threshold  by 
the  twenty-one,  as  high-mmded,  hunorable,  faithful 
public  servants  ever  should  meet  insidious,  designing, 
intriguing  efforts  to  coirupt  or  to  intimidate.  'I'hey  re- 
fuse to  make  any  terms,  much  less  to  bargain  away  the 
rights  of  their  co-istltuents,  with  faithless,  irresponsible 
public  agents. 

The  conspirators  then,  urged  on  by  their  advisers, 
held  a  meeting,  or  rather  caucus,  denominating  thtm- 
selves  «•  the  democratic  republican  members  of  the 
elec'oral  college,"  and  ■*«  Resolved^  That  this  meeting  do 
now  adjourn."  They  did  adjourn,  and  quit  the  pos:s 
assigned  them,  without  di.«charging  their  duty^  and, 
feeling  (hat  a  deep  indignation  would  fallow  their  faith- 
It  ss  proceedings,  they  issue  a  paper  calculated  to  de- 
ceive the  people  they  had  so  egregiously  misrepresent* 
ed,  and  return  to  their  homes  elated  With  their  own 
treacltery. 

The  twenty-one  electors  remained  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, trusting  that  better  counsels  would  prevail, 
and  that  the  nineteen  recusants  wuuld  come  back  to 
their  duty.  They  responded  to  their  address  in  a  calm, 
dignified,  and  argumentative,  though  firm,  bold,  and 
decisive  manner,  culling  upon  the  people  of  Maryland 
to  come  to  the  rescue;  and  here  1  quote  from  this  ad- 
dress some  few  passages,  which  mjy  be  taken  as  indic- 
ative of  the  whole.    They  remark  that 
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<*  W«  could  not  suppose  that  we,  who  were  known 
to  be  under  the  most  solemn  obligation  to  execute  a 
trust  fiiithfully  and  conscientiously,  could  be  appn^ached 
with  a  proposition  of  bargain  touching  the  performance 
of  our  duty.  We  never  for  a  moment  entertained  the 
idea  of  trafficking  upon  such  a  subject;  and  a  proper 
self-respect,  together  with  the  palpable  obligations  of 
duly,  precluded  all  of  us  from  listening  to  such  a  prop- 
oiition,  coming  from  any  quarter,  howcvt  r  respectful 
in  its  langtiaget  and  still  less  could  we  receive  it  from 
any  other  than  a  member  of  the  college,  duly  qital.fied 
as  such.  Our  duties  were  most  clearly  pointed  out  by 
the  constitution,  and  we  were  not  only  bound,  as  good 
citizen*,  to  support  it,  but  our  very  oa«h  of  office  made 
it  our  particular  ftnd  aacred  duty  to  uphold  it  in  all  its 
integrity.  The  votes  wc  were  to  cast  for  Senators  were 
not  to  be  given  as  our  vote?,  but  as  th^se  of  the  people 
of  Maryland.  They  had,  by  their  confltitution,  laid 
down  the  rules,  and  the  only  rule^,  which  were  to  gov- 
ern tts;  and  we  should  have  been  false  to  therr,  and 
false  t(i  our  oaths,  if  we  bad  permitted  any  other  to  be 
prescribed  to  us." 
And  conclude  with  the  following  admonition: 
*'  People  of  Maryland,  the  crisis  is  an  awful  one;  the 
limes  are  big  with  the  fate  of  freedom;  if  the  revolu- 
tionary spirit,  now  stalking  abroad  amongst  us,  is  not 
promptly  subdue  I  by  the  majesty  of  your  power,  upon 
you  will  rest  the  fearful  responsibility  of  being  the  first 
m  the  country  of  Washington  to  give  to  Liberty  a  mor- 
tal wound.  We  shall,  to  the  last,  endeavor  faithfully  to 
perform  our  duty  to  you  and  to  ourselves.  We  have 
remained  patiently  at  the  seat  of  Government,  keeping 
the  college  open  from  day  to  day,  to  the  present  time, 
and  here  are  resolved  to  continue  until  all  hope  is  lost 
of  the  return  of  the  absent  electors.  We  are  determin- 
ed that,  if  conFusion  and  anarchy  and  ruin  are  to  come 
upon  us,  if  all  the  bright  hopes  of  the  people  of  Mary- 
land are  to  be  forever  blasted,  and  our  once  fair  and 
happy  land  is  to  become  a  scene  of  desolation  and  ter- 
ror, we  will  have  the  consolation  of  rtflecting,  in  the 
midst  of  our  afflictions,  that  we  have  faithfully  perform- 
ed our  duty. 

George  S.  Leigh.  Samuel  J.  K.  Handy. 

Benedict  L  Heard.  William  W.  Lake. 

G  orge  Vrckers.  Thomas  H.  Hicks. 

James  P.  Gale.  George  W.  Duval. 

James  Kent.  Thomas  G.  Pra't. 

James  A.  D.  D«lrimple.   Thomas  A.  Spence. 

Henry  Brawner.  Henry  Franklin. 

William  D.  Merrick.        Kphraim  Gaither. 

Solomon  Dickinson.         Richard  Beall. 

Gtorge  W.  Dudley.         Andrew  Bruce." 

William  Williams,  jr. 
1  pronounce  those  rames  with  great  satisfaction.  They 
should  be  transmitted  down  to  the  latest  posterity,  as 
faithful  public  agents.  Those  gentlemen  had  quit  their 
homes  and  familie«,  under  the  expectation  of  returning 
in  a  few  days;  but,  by  the  traitorous  conduct  of  their 
colleagues,  had  to  remain  at  the  seat  of  Government  for 
near  two  months,  anxiously  and  patiently  waiting  their 
return  to  a  discbarge  of  their  duty. 

As  Bjon  as  it  was  understood  that  the  nineteen  had 
refused  to  go  into  the  electoral  college,  and  had  quit 
their  posts,  and  called  on  the  people  of  Maryland,  by 
an  address  replete  with  disorganizing  principles,  to  sup- 
port them  in  their  unholy  purposes,  the  alarm  was  felt; 
the  deep  indignation  of  insulted  constituents  was  mani- 
fested by  meetings  called  to  express  their  opinions  upon 
the  momentous  cris's. 

In  the  city  of  Baltimore,  the  **  supporters  of  law,  or- 
der, and  constitutional  reform,"  expressed  their  opinion 
in  town  meeting,  and  *' resolved  that  they  were  in  favor 
of  reform,  and  against  revolution." 
Vol.  XI1I.~94 


This  was  followed  by  a  presentment  of  the  grand 
jury  of  Alleghany  county,  against  the  conspirators,  in 
which  they  charge  them  as  follows:  **The  conduct  of 
those  men  is  without  excuse  or  palliation.  They  in- 
tended to  secure  the  triumph  of  a  party;  and,  fiiiling  in 
that,  to  subvert  the  Government  and  endanger  tlie  pub- 
lic tranquillity."  This  was  s'gned  by  twenty  of  the 
grand  jurors,  a  maj'  rity  of  whom  were  friends  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren.  But,  to  their  honor  be  it  said*  they  loved 
ilheir  codntry  more  than  their  party.  This  was  the  first 
step  taken  in  the  district  represented  by  my  colleague, 
which  struck  dismay  and  terror  in  the  minds  of  the  con- 
spirators. Next  were  held  public. meeting!  in  the  same 
e  unty,  without  distinction  of-paf4y,  at  one  of  which 
presided  a  gentleman,  a  warm  frieivdof  the  present  ad- 
ministration, a  man  without  reproich,  one  who  at  an 
early  day  had  quit  bis  native  isle  to  seek  an  asylum  in 
this  land  of  liberty  and  law.  ft  was  the  vener  ble,  the 
patriotic  William  McMahon,  who,  disenthralling  himself 
from  his  party,  stepped  forward  to  save  his  adopted 
State  from  the  pollution  of  her  native  citizens.  His 
feelings  are  expressed  in  the  following  words: 

"  Ruolved,  That  we  condemn  the  conduct  of  the  afore- 
said recusant  elector*,  who,  ha\ing  solicited  and  obtain- 
ed the  appointment  at  the  hands  of  the  peopWv -betrayed 
the  trust  reposed  in  them,  by  basel;^^nd  tre ic hero u sly 
refusing  to  attend  the  electoral  college,  (as  enjoined  by 
their  positive  obligations  to  the  constitution,]  with  a 
view  to  dissolve  the  Government  of  the  State." 

Other  meetings  were  htld  ii»  diflerent  parts  of  my 
collesg^ie'ii  district,  of  similar  import^  to  one  of  which  I 
now  call  more  particularly  the  attention  of  the  House, 
the  proceedings  of  » h'cb  1  read  as  matter  of  history. 
And  if  the  application  Is  made  more  directly  to  him,  t 
am  not  responsible,  but  his  immediate  constituentF. 
They  were  his  political  friends;  they  are  in  favor  of  re- 
form; but  they,  too,  are  against  revolution.  Ata  meet- 
ing  held  at  Selby's  Port,  Alleghany  county,  the  follow- 
ing  preamble  and  reaolutions  were  adopted,  with  but 
three  dissenting  voices: 

**  Whereas  Francis  Thomas,  Esq  ,  our  present  Rep- 
resentative in  Congress,  has  taken  an  active  part  in  pro- 
moting a  change  in  our  State  Government,  by  such 
mcanras  we  believe  to  be  sgainst  otir  best  interests,  as 
also  the  interest  of  the  State  of  Maryland;  and  wherear^ 
from  his  course  in  this  matter,  he  has  given  us  reasjn  to 
believe  that  he  haa  no  regard  to  our  interest,  but  that 
he  is  seeking  self  aggrandizement  at  the  expense  of  hi« 
constituents:  Therefore, 

**  Eewlved,  That  we  view  him  guilty  of  bsae  ingrati- 
tude to  the  citizens  of  the  State,  and  efpecially  the  peo- 
ple of  Alleghany  county. 

**  Reaolvedt  That  he  h*8  no  longer  any  claim  to  the 
confidence  or  respect  of  the  people  of  Maryland  or  of 
this  congressional  district;  and  that,  in  our  opinron,  he 
ought  forthwith  to  resign  his  seat*^  Congi^ss,  that  the 
voters  of  the  district  may  select  another  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy,  who  would  pay  more  respect  to  their  interests.'! 

The  result  of  the  September  election  was  twenty-one 
to  nineteen  in  the  electoral  college.  In  October,  with 
the  sime  mode  of  election,  except  that  four  delegales 
were  elected  from  each  county,  instead  of  two  electors^ 
the  result  was  sixty-one  whigs  and  nineteen  in  favor  of 
Van  Buren.  Notwithstanding  this  indication  of  the 
popular  will  against  the  concTuct  of  the  conspirators,' 
still  they  were  advised  to  persevere  in  their  refusal  to 
unite  with  their  brother  electors  and  elect  a  Senate. 
Some  one  or  two  of  tbem  began  to  relent,  and  did  pro- 
pose to  meet  the  college,  but  not  a  sufficient  number  to 
elect  a  Senate.  The  indignation  of  the  friends  of  law 
and  order  throughout  the  State  was  roused,  it  wss  too 
apparent  to  deceive  any  one,  that  they  did  not,  aa  they 
professed,  respect  the  will  of  the  people.     Their  own 
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political  purposes  were  the  sole  object.  An  election 
had  been  held,  and  turned  upon  this  question;  yet  they 
pertioMciousIy  adhered  to  revoluiion.  Still  the  twenty- 
one  Ctithful,  honest,  fearless  electors  held  to  their  postp, 
and  determined  to  await  the  presidential  election,  which 
was  to  take  place  in  November.  This  election  was  by 
general  ticket  in  the  whole  State,  thus  aflbrding  an  op- 
portunity of  teating  the  very  principle  the  conspirators 
professed  to  advocate,  to  wit:  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  had  a  right  to  control,  and  that  their  expression 
of  opinion  was  binding  upon  their  agents.  The  result 
of  the  November  el  ction  was  a  larger  majority  in  the 
whole  State,  in  favor  of  the  whigs,  than  had  ever  been 
given  since  the  present  polit  cal  parties  came  into  exist- 
ence. Every  county  in  the  State  of  llsryland,  ezc(>pt 
two,  gave  mMJorilies  for  the  advocates  of  Uw.and  order, 
and  each  of  the  three  countit  s  represented  by  my  col- 
league [Mr.  TaoxAs]  gave  majorities  agvinst  his  prin- 
ciples. 

When  this  result  waa  known,  the  presidential  election 
over,  the  State,  by  an  unprecedented  mvjority,  voting 
by  general  t'cket,  put  the  stigma  of  reprobation  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  rtvolutionists,  it  was  to  have  been 
expected  that  ihe  recusant  electors  would  have  joined 
tbe  college  to  perform  their  duty,  by  electing  a  Senate, 
and  thereby  save  the  State  from  further  anarchy.  But 
they  were  otherwise  advised.  They  were  told  that  no 
danger  could  ensue  to  the  State;  that,  if  no  Senate  were 
elected,  the  Government  would  still  go  on,  and,  by  per- 
severance, their  objects  wuuld  be  accomplished.  And 
such  was  the  degradation  to  which  they  were  willing  to 
bring  their  native  State,  it  was  announced,  in  the  official 
organ  of  the  party  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  that,  if  they 
held  out,  and  no  Senate  was  elected,  President  Jackson 
would  appoint  a  Governor  and  other  officers  to  preside 
over  the  destinies  of  Maryland!  Yes,  Maryland,  one  of 
the  old  thirteen,  was  to  be  stricken  from  the  number  of 
stars  which  adorn  the  American  banner,  to  return  back 
to  a  Territorial  Government,  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  administer  to  her  people!  Is  there  a 
.man  within  these  balls  so  debased  by  party  subservience, 
is  there  a  freeman  throughout  the  country  whose  cheek 
is  not  suffused  with  a  blush  when  he  hears  that  this  was 
the  remedy  for  the  revolution?  Is  there  any  one  who 
now  can  doubt  that  the  object  of  these  revolutionists  was 
other  than  self-aggrandixemenl'  In  this  state  of  things, 
the  Governor  of  Maryland,  anxiously  trusting  that  the 
result  of  the  repeated  elections,  expressing  the  will  of 
the  people,  would  have  influenced  the  recusants  to  re- 
turn to  their  duty,  finding  that  they  were  still  betrayiitg 
the  delegated  trust,  and  that  their  aiders  and  advisers 
were  urging  thein  to  adhere  to  .their  faithless  pledges, 
issues  his  proclamation,  on  the  8th  November,  calling 
together  the  LegiWture  of  the  State,  and  admonishes 
the  revolutior.ists  to  beware  of  the  consequences.  This 
proelsmation  does  great  credit  to  the  m>nd  as  well  as 
energy  of  G'jvernor  Veazy.  He  felt  as  if  forbearance 
was  no  longer  a  virtue.  Time  had  been  afforded  them 
to  retrace  their  steps;  more  than  two  months  had  elapf  ed 
since  the  election,  and  they  still  proved  recreant.  <*  The 
crisis  was  big  whh  the  fate  of  Maryland."  He  saw  the 
twenty-one  faithful  agents,  true  to  the  people,  clinging 
to  the  constitution  of  their  creation,  with  a  determination 
to  save  it  fron»  desecration.  He  comes  to  their  sup- 
port, and,  in  the  psrental  language  of  a  father,  advises, 
persuades,  forewarns,  and  then  concludes  with  the  fol- 
lowing notice: 

"  And  1  do  furthermore  declare  and  proclaim,  to  all 
whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  that,  as  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  State,  I  shall  exert  to  the  utmost  all  the  powers 
which  have  been  or  may  be  vested  in  me  by  the  consti- 
tution and  laws,  and  which  it  may  become  necessary  to 
employ,  to  curb  the  spirit  of  anarchy,  disorder,  and  rev- 


olution, manifested  by  the  aforesaid  conduct  and  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  support  the  constitution,  and  enforce 
the  laws  upon  all  offenders  against  their  majesty,  who 
shall  proceed,  by  overt  acts,  either  of  resistance  to  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  State,  or  of  carrying  out  or 
consummating  the  revolutionary  designs  and  purposes  of 
the  aforesaid  recusants  and  their  abettors;  and  I  do  here- 
by require  and  enjoin  all  civil  officers  of  the  State  to  be 
vigilant  in  the  performance  of  their  several  and  respect- 
ive  duties  at  this  important  crisis;  and  upon  all  military 
officers  and  citizens  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness,  in 
case  their  services  may  become  necessary  in  aid  of  the 
civil  authorities,  to  maintain  the  public  peace,  repress 
disorder,  uphold  the  constitution,  or  enforce  the  lawsf 
and,  finally,  with  humble  supplication  for  and  reliance 
upon  Divine  Providence  for  direction  and  aid,  and  also 
with  the  firmest  reliance  upon  the  people  of  the  State* 
to  support,  and,  if  necessary,  enforce  the  declaration,  I 
do  solemnly  declare  and  proclaim  that  the  constituttDn  of 
the  State  must  be  preserved,  and  the  Government  main- 
tained! as  they  now  are,  until  'altered,  changed,  or 
abolished,'  in  the  manner  constitutionally  provided  for.** 

Although  this  proclamation  began  to  alarm,  for  fear 
of  the  consequences,  yet  they  did  not  abandon  their  in- 
iquitous designs,  but  held  another  meeting,  and  post- 
poned the  contemplated  convention  until  the  first  Monday 
of  January,  to  assemble  in  the  city  of  Annapolis.  The 
object  of  that  postponement  is  expressed  in  the  follow- 
ing reiolutiun: 

**  Resolctdf  That  the  unexpected  call,  on  the  part  of 
the  Executive,  upon  the  members  elect  of  the  House  of 
Delegates  and  of  the  old  Senate,  to  assemble  at  Annap- 
olis on  Monday  nex%  has  rendered  it  expedient  to  post- 
pone the  meeting  of  the  reform  convention  to  a  day  when 
ample  opportunity  shall  have  been  afforded  to  understand 
fully  the  reasons  which  have  induced  the  Executive  to 
adopt  this  extraordinary  procedure,  and  to  ascertain  the 
results  of  their  deliberation." 

I  find  by  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  which  was 
held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  on  the  19tb  November  last, 
that  my  colleague's  [Mr.  Thomas's]  name  appears 
amongst  those  of  the  committee  which  draughted  those 
resolutions  also.  This  convention  has  not  met  according 
to  adjournment.  My  colleague,  it  is  presumed,  knows 
the  true  reason,  and  I  desire  to  know,  why  it  has  not. 
He  does  not  inform  me  why  it  failed  to  meet.  !  will 
endeavor  to  show  what  has  been  surmised  to  have  been 
the  cause.  After  all  efforts  bad  proved  unavailing  to 
induce  the  recusant  electors  to  return  to  their  duty; 
when  all  the  popular  elections  were  over;  when  the 
proclamation  of  the  Governor,  which  received  universal 
approbation  from  the  lovers  of  law  and  order,  was  pro- 
mulged;  when  it  was  advised  that,  if  a  Senate  were  not 
elected  by  the  period  of  the  annual  assembling  of  the 
Legislature,  the  constitution  would  be  abrogated  and 
annulled,  and  that  Maryland  would  become  an  appendage 
to  the  General  Government,  the  spirit  which  animated 
the  framcrs  of  the  constitution  burst  forth  throughout 
the  land,  and  incited  to  action  the  sons  of  those  sires. 
It  was  on  the  soil  within  sight  of  this  Capitol  that  the  first 
move  was  made  which  struck  terror  in  the  minds  of  the 
conspirators.  A  meeting  was  called  in  Prince  George's 
county,  composed  of  the  first  men  of  the  State,  without 
distinction  of  psrty,  to  organixe  a  corps  to  tender  their 
services  to  the  Governor  of  Maryland. 

«'  On  motion.  It  was  Eetoked,  unanimously.  That  vie 
will  with  our  lives  and  fortunes  support  ilie  existing 
Government  of  Maryland  against  any  violence  that  may 
be  attempted,,  and  we  tender  to  the  Executive  our  aer- 
victs,  whenever  ihfy  may  be  called  for." 

Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  permit  the  occasion  (o 
pass  without  doing  justice  to  a  friend  and  patriot.  Not 
a  revolutionary  patriot  of  the  present  day,  who  would 
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sacrifice  his  own  State  to  purchase  preferment  rrom  this 
Government;  but  one  who  has  met  the  enemtet  of  his 
country,  and  risked  his  life  in  her  defence;  one  who  has 
received,  by  ihe  unanimous  vote  of  his  State,  a  sword, 
88  a  reward  for  his  pliant  deeds,  in  one  of  the  most 
gtorious  naral  victories  achieved  upon  ihe  ocean;  uho, 
upon  the  presentation  of  that  sword  by  the  Governor  of 
the  State,  returned  it  to  its  «cabbard  with  this  character- 
istic declaration,  "  that  it  should  never  be  unsheathed 
until  his  country  was  in  danger  from  the  assaults  of  her 
enemies.'*  It  was  Mvjor  John  Contee  who  called  that 
meeting,  it  was  he  a  ho  proposed  a  tender  of  serviccF, 
vhich  was  unanimously  united  in  by  his  whole  com- 
mand. It  was  then  he  felt  that  the  time  had  arrived  for 
him  to  redeem  his  pledge.  But  he  little  thought,  when 
he  received  that  sword,  thftt  the  period  ever  could  ar- 
rive when  his  duty  as  a  soldier,  as  a  citizen,  as  a  man, 
aroulU  compel  him  to  draw  it  in  defence  of  his  native 
Stite  agninst  the  unhallowed  assaults  of  native  c'tizens. 
But  the  crisis  had  errived.  He  was  the  man  for  such  a 
crisis.  Prom  that  day  the  son  of  Maryland  was  above 
thehor'zon;  her  star  held  its  station  amidst  the  stripes 
of  the  Union;  the  impending  clouds  wtre  dispersed,  and 
conspiracy  overawed. 

It  is  wiih  feelings  of  no  ordinary  character  that  I  refer 
to  those  proceedings.  But,  sir,  I  do  feel  an  honest  pride 
ia  being  the  representative  of  such  men.  Eight  of  the 
tventy-one  electors  who,  during  these  trying,  ezcitng 
lines,  patiently,  firmly,  nobly,  stood  by  the  constitution 
and  the  laws,  were  from  my  congressional  district— a 
district  immediately  adjoining  the  seat  of  this  General 
Oovemmenf,  yet  fer  enough  to  remain  uncontaminatf  d 
by  the  i'lcentives  which  gave  rise  to  that  intended  revo- 
lution. It  is  not  a  little  remfttkable  that  those  instigators 
of  this  resistance  to  the  laws  of  their  State  should  have 
been  amongst  the  warmest  advocates  of  the  President's 
procUmation  and  measures  against  South  Carolina.  They 
were  then  willing  to  carry  war  and  desolation  through- 
out that  devoted  State,  to  arm  the  Government  with  pow- 
er to  march  the  soldiery  within  her  borders,  and  to  del- 
uge her  fair  land  with  civil  war.  The  same  spint  which 
prompted  them  to  those  measures  has  been  revived  in 
rclition  to  their  own  State. 

Uut,  sir,  order  is  restored,  the  citizens  repose  in 
petce,  and  treason  is  no  more.  And  when  the  future 
historian  shall  make  a  record  of  the  present  times,  the 
nsmes  of  the  twenty-one  will  be  transmitted  to  posterity 
ss  the  noble  protectors  of  law  and  liberty;  whilst  the 
tame  p-jge  will  present  those  of  the  recussnts  as  a  bea- 
con to  all  anarchists.     Maryland  is  regenerated. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  have  siid  much  more  upon  this  sub- 
ject than  I  had  intended;  but  I  know  it  has  not  been  un- 
iQlerestiiig  to  the  House,  from  the  unremitted  attention 
tbey  have  be»towed.  If,  in  the  discharge  of  a  duty 
vhich  I  coi.aidered  imperative,  1  should  have  used  strong 
Its^aage  to  express  the  convictions  of  my  mind,  1  shall 
feel  justified  in  the  extraordinary  circumstances  which 
prompied  it.  When  my  own  honor  or  that  of  my  na'ivc 
State  is  at  issue,  I  know  no  discretion  within  the  limits 
of  ptrliamentary  rules;  that  I  have  not  transgressed  those 
hss  been  evinced  by  the  fact  that  my  remarks  have  not 
been  interrupted  by  you. 

The  immediate  question  before  the  Chsir  Is  the  bill 
providing  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union. 
1  ihall  vote  against  the  bill.  I  believe  much  lets  hijury 
will  be  done  by  a  delay,  than  by  sanctioning  the  prmci- 
ple8  upon  which  her  admt»sion  Is  advocated.  By  a  de- 
lay until  the  next  aession  of  Congress,  an  opportunity 
Will  be  afforded  of  aieertaining  the  true  wishes  of  the 
prople;  of  settling  the  irritating  controversy  between 
her  and  the  State  of  Ohio;  of  admitting  her  upon  the 
terms  of  uther  States  of  the  Union.  But  if  she  comes  m 
Doir,  predicated  upon  the  principles  which  have  been 


promulged  upon  this  floor,  this  House  will  have  coun- 
tenanced measures  which,  in  future  timep,  may  be  taken 
as  a  precedent  for  anarchy. 

[When  Ml*.  Jenifek  had  concluded,  Mr.  Thom4S 
again  addressed  the  House.  After  which,  Mr.  Howabd 
ruse,  but  gave  way  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Jiiiipxb*  who 
sa'd  he  desired  to  make  an  explanation.] 

Mr.  J.  said  it  \isA  been  suggested  to  him,  since  1>e  re- 
sumed his  set)t,  by  his  friends,  that  an  interpretation  had 
been  placed  upon  his  remarks,  in  relation 'to  his  col- 
league from  the  eity  of  BOtimere,  [Mr.  HowAmv,]  which 
he  desired  to  correct.  He  Siid  they  were  understood  to 
apply  personally  and  offensively.  Mr.  J.  said  the  gen- 
eral terms  upon  «  hich  he  was  with  his  colleague,  and 
the  gentlemanly  dcperinient  which  had  always  charac- 
terized him,  would  forbid  the  application  of  any  remark 
in  an  offen&ive  sense;  but  he  could  not  conceal  the  fact 
of  his  deep  mortification  at  the  countenance  given  to 
those  measures,  by  his  colleague,  which  had  brought 
Maryland  to  the  ^ttf^t  of  a  revolution.  When  he  spoke 
of  the  degeneracy  of  the  present  day,  he  meant  to  apply 
it  t6  the  principles  now  sdvocated,  as  contrasted  with 
those  which  gave  birth  to  our  glorious  independence. 
He  CO-  sidered  this  explanation  due  to  his  colleague,  for 
whom  he  could  have  no  unkind  feeling.  Mr.  J.  said,  as 
to  his  colleague  from  the  upper  district,  [Mr.  Thomas,] 
he  had  no  explanation  to  make;  but  lest  a  misapprehen- 
sion might  prevail  as  to  an  inquiry  made  by  h^s  col- 
league, which  remained  unanswered,  be  mould  take  oc« 
casiun  to  notice  it.  My  colleague,  in  referring  to  a 
meeting  in  one  of  the  counties  of  bis  district,  where  res* 
olutions  had  been  passed  reprobating,  in  strong  terms, 
his  conduct  as  their  representative,  after  denouncing  the 
resolutions  passed  at  that  meeting  as  calumnious,  and 
the  members  as  unworthy  of  credU,  calls  upon  me  to 
know  whether  I  intend  to  endorse  those  proceedings  or 
not.  Sir,  whatever  may  have  been  my  opinion  of  those 
men  or  their  proceedings,  however  1  may  have  believed 
them  entitled  to  credit,  t  certainly  now  cannot  endorse 
them.  They  are  my  colleague's  immediate  constituents; 
they  are  his  political  friends,  some  of  whom  have  been 
his  supporters;  he,  therefore,  ought  to  know  them  bet- 
ter than  1  do;  ar.d  if,  as  he  says,  they  have  been  pur- 
chased from  their  duty,  and  not  entitled  to  credit,  being 
his  constituents,  1  can  nut  endorse  for  them,  and  thereby 
make  myself  liable  for  irresponsible  men.  fiut,  sir,  f 
have  yet  seen  nothing,  have  heard  nothing,  to  change 
my  opinion  of  the  correctness  of  their  position. 

When  Mr.  Jxirirzm  had  concluded, 

Mr.  THOMAS  replied  to  his  colleague,  and  went  into 
a  statement  showing  the  irregularities  of  the  present 
constitution  and  Government  ol'  the  State  of  M«ryland. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  HOWARD. 

Mr.  PEAftCK,  of  Maryland,  then  roae  and  addressed 
the  Chair  as  fellow  s: 

Mr.  Speaker:  It  is  with  great  reluctance  that  X  pihrti- 
C'pate  at  all  in  the  discussion  of  the  theme  which  h»s 
occupied  the  House  fur  the  last  four  hours.  I  do  not 
mean  the  bill  fur  the  admicsion  of  Michigan  into  the 
Union;  fi  r  that  seems  to  have  been  '*  in  the  deep  bosom 
of  the  ocean  buried." 

The  domestic  controversies  of  Maryland  are  again  the 
subject  of  debate  here.  We  are  not  allowed  the  repcse 
of  V  ctory;  but  have  to  fight  over  here  the  battle  which 
we  fought  and  won  last  tall,  before  the  people  of  Mary- 
land. I  am  not  responsible  for  the  introduction  of  this 
foreign  topic.  I  deprecate  now,  a«  1  had  occasion  to  do 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  any  debate  upon  our  do- 
mestic feuds.  This  is  not  the  tribunal  before  which 
fuch  matters  are  properly  triable.  The  hall  of  the 
Nttional  Legislature  is  the  very  laikt  place  where  State 
constitutirtns  should  be  arraigned,  and  the  iiiternal  ac- 
tion of  Sta'e  GovernfTcnts  be  made  a  theme  of  invec 
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tive,  or  a  subject  of  inve8t!git\on.  Before  the  people 
of  MaryUndt  whoa- sovereignty  I  recogniap,  and  practi- 
cally reapect,  I  have  discussed  th-se  matters  fully  and 
freelyt  and  they  are  tlie  only  tribunal  whose  jur'sdiction 
I  admit. 

It  is  curious  to  trace  this  debate  to  its  origin.  1  hal 
not  the  go  id  fortune  to  hear  the  speech  of  my  colleague, 
the  chairman  of  (he  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the 
introduction  of  the  bill  fi>r  the  adm'ssion  of  ^Michigan 
into  the  Union;  but  I  understand  it  (o  be  the  general 
sense  of  the  House  th  tt  it  had  no  necessary  or  direct, 
connexion  with  the  Mich-gan  question;  and  that,  at' 
though  the  name  of  Maryland  was  not  mentioned,  and 
no  immeiliate  application  of  h'.s  theories  to  our  contro- 
versies Was  made  by  him,  yet  il  was  almost  universally 
supposed  to  be  intended  to  npply,  solely,  to  the  State 
of  M«r>lai)d.  It  uas  considered  a  masked  battery — a 
sort  of  M.iryland  war  in  disgu'se.  Under  these  circum- 
s'ances,  it  was  not  uni.atural  for  my  ether  colleague 
[}Ax,  Jxitifkb]  to  reply,  and  endeavor  to  repudiate  such 
of  these  doctrines  as  seemed  to  him  unsound,  and  to 
show  the  misapplication  of  others  to  Maryland  politics. 
Much  as  I  regret  it,  1  must  say  that  it  was  a  necessary 
and  inevitable  consequence  that  my  colleague  bhould  go 
somewhat  into  detail  in  relation  to  these  matters.  Now, 
sir,  I  have  heard,  in  the  rejoinder  of  the  honorable 
chairman,  the  constitution  of  Maryland  vioU-n'ly  and,  as 
I  think,  unnecessarily  dent^unced.  While  the  rtcent 
condition  of  things  there  has  been  stated  very  vaguely, 
and  to  me  unsatisfMCtorily,  1  desiie  to  Siiy  a  few  worda 
in  reference  to  that  vilified  constitution,  and  to  btate  ac- 
curately, according  to  my  views,  the  condition  of  Mary- 
land during  our  late  convulsions.  In  doing  this  I  shall 
endeavor  to  follow  the  example  of  my  colleague  who 
represents  the  city  of  Baltimore,  to  speak  dispassionaie- 
ly,  and  not  to  fall  into  *<King  Cambyscb*  vein"  and  tear 
the  passions  to  tatters. 

The  constitut:on  of  Maryland,  which  has  been  de- 
nounced here  as  so  odious,  so  abominable,  so  atrociously 
oppressive  upon  the  people  of  the  Sttite,  that  tb^y 
would  be  Justified  in  rising,  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
to  destroy  it  by  violei  c,  is  no  n  yal  cliarier,  conceding 
to  the  people  a  few  poor  privi'egcs — nor  an  adml&son 
of  rights,  extorted  by  rebellion  fn.m  despotic  power. 
Neither  was  it  the  work  of  the  mushroom  politicians  of 
the  present  day»  who  are  springing  up  all  over  the  hnd, 
ready  and  anx  ous  to  engage  in  a  patriotic  scuffle  for 
those  spoils  of  victory  whic  i  are  too  often  the  object 
of  conventions,  and  »uch  reforms  as  aim  at  whole  sys- 
tems of  government.  Agitators,  in  all  periods  of  the 
world's  history,  have  generally  had  an  appetite  for  office 
which  swallowed  up  their  zeal  for  principle.  It  was  not 
by  such  men  that  the  constitution  of  Maryland  was 
formed*  but  by  the  heroes  and  sages  of  1776,  the  con- 
script fathers  of  our  State,  who  pledged  life,  fortune, 
and  sacred  honor,  for  the  achievement  of  thtir  country's 
freedom,  and  who  nobly  redeemed  that  pledge. 

When  this  traduced  constitution  was  formed,  it  re- 
ceived the  general  approbation  of  the  gallant  men  who 
were  then  engaged  in  an  unequal  and  perilous  strife  for 
the  vindication  of  those  rights  of  the  people  which  my 
Colleague  seems  t«>  think  they  misunderstood  so  strange- 
ly. Wiien  its  provi  ions  were  read  to  one  of  the  sign- 
era  of  the  declaration  of  independence,  and  particularly 
that  one  which  fixes  the  org^n  zatioii  of  the  Senate,  he 
exclaimed,  <*  it  is  virgin  gold.'' 

The  framers  of  our  constitution  did  not  consider  po- 
litical po^eraathe  sole  end  and  aim  of  Government. 
They  endeavored  to  establish  such  institutions  as  would 
secure  the  welfare  of  society,  and  maintain  inviolable 
the  rights  of  person  and  of  property.  Under  the  con- 
stitution thus  formed,  with  occasional  alterations,  the 
State  has  flourished  fur  sixty  years,  with  as  few,  perhaps 


fewer,  abuses  of  government  than  have  fallen  to  the  lot 
of  other  communities  in  the  same  period.  The  people 
have  been  insensible  of  any  thing  like  tyranny  or  op- 
pression. In  general,  mild  and  wholesome  laws  have 
been  enacted;  thf  Executive  has  been  guilty  neither  of 
corruption  nor  of  extravagance — while  justice  has  been 
equally  dispensed  by  an  honest,  able,  and  independent 
Judiciary. 

Suddenly,  an- attempt  i^  made  to  subvert  th's  form  of 
government — not  by  pursuing  the  constitutional  method 
of  change — not  by  the  free,  spontaneous,  unforced  ac- 
tion of  the  people,  nor  by  representatives  elected  for 
that  purpose  by  a  commanding  majority  of  the  people — 
not  .because  of  any  grievances  too  intolerable  to  be 
borne,  nor  because  of  a  universal  or  very  general  sentU 
meni  that  the  good  of  the  community  imperatively  re- 
quired it.  No,  sir;  this  revolution  was  attempted  by 
nineteen  individuals,  elected  for  a  far  different  purpose. 
How  many  of  these  nineteen  were  the  dupes  of  the  bold- 
er and  mure  talented  electors — how  many  were  coerced* 
by  threats  of  party  vengeance,  into  an  acquiescence  in 
the  schemes  of  the  factious— I  know  not;  nar  can  I  tell 
who  first  planned  this  conspiracy  agiinst  the  people  of 
Maryland.  But  the  public  voice  has  alreaily  pronounced , 
that  the  recusant  electors  were  guilty  of  a  grops  abuse 
of  power;  of  a  shameful  perversion  of  their  trust(  of  a 
reckless  and  arrogant  assuirption  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  whose  servants  they  were  for  a  special  purpose, 
and  whose  master  they  assumed  to  be  for  the  highest  of 
all  politicil  purposes.  Let  me  give  you,  sir,  a  true  h-s> 
tory  of  the  tramtaclion.  In  September  last,  the  people 
of  Maryland,  by  counties  and  cities,  chose  forty  electors 
to  appoint  a  Senate.  The  constitution  requires  that  the 
electors  cho»en  by  the  people  shall  meet,  at  the  city  of 
Annapolis,  on  the  third  Monday  of  September  next  en- 
suing their  dec  ion,  and  proceed  to  the  appointment  of 
fifteen  Senators.  Any  twenty -four  of  the  electors  con- 
stitute a  quonim  for  that  purpos'-;  but,  before  they  can 
act,  they  must  qualify -in  a  prescribed  nutnner,  part  of 
which  is  the  taking  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution. 
The  election  of  a  Senate  having  been  completed,  their 
du'ies  cease,  and  their  offices  expire. 

In  the  late  ehct«)ral  college,  twenty-one  members, 
composing  the  majority,  happened  to  entertain  opinions 
as  to  the  National  Executive  distasteful  to  the  minority; 
and  these  **  immortal  nineteen,"  as  they  have  been 
called,  because  they  could  not  wield  the  Government  to 
the  purposes  of  their  faction,  determined  to  paralyse  or 
destroy  it. 

They  refused  to  enter  into  the  college,  and  qualify 
according  to  the  constitution.  They  assumed  that  the 
minority  of  the  college  had  a  right  to  control  the  major- 
ity. Thf-y  had  the  audacity  to  demand  of  the  majority, 
who  were  true  to  their  duty  an' I  to  their  constituents, 
that  they  should  surrender  their  judgments  and  con- 
sciences to  the  dictation  of  the  minority.  With  an  ef- 
frontery unparalleled  in  the  history  of  arrogance,  they 
required  that  the  majority  should  give  a  pledge  to  se- 
lect, as  members  of  the  new  Senate,  eight  persons  to  be 
nominated  by  them^elver,  so  as  to  give  their  party  the 
ascendency  in  the  Senate— up"n  the  penalty,  that  other- 
wise they  would  not  qudify  as  electors,  and  would  thua 
prevent  the  formation  of  any  Senate  at  all.  Thus  they 
claimed  that  right  of  election  which  the  constitution  ex- 
pressly vested  in  the  majority,  and  undertoi>k  to  destroy 
the  existence  or  defeat  ttte  operations  of  that  Govern- 
ment which  it  was  the  sole  purpose  of  their  appointment 
to  preserve  and  continue  in  regular  action. 

These  gentlemen  belonged  to  a  party  whcae  scrupu- 
lous political  morals  could  not  bear  the  lea^t  suspicitm 
of  bargain  llnd  corruption.  Without  proof,  and  contrary 
to  evidence,  they  bad  clamored  for  eight  years  against 
the  gentleman  from  Ma^S3chusetts  and  the  Senator  from 
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Kentucky,  and  charged  them  with  a  dishonorable  eom- 
promise  to  obtain  powtr*  How  eircuinstancet  alter 
case«,  and  principles,  too,  air!  What  waa  charged,  upon 
suspicion  on!y,  as  a  acand^lous  bargain  between  the  enti- 
neiii  statesmen  to  whom  1  have  alluded^  as  a  diagraceful 
fnud  upon  the  people,  a  gross  violatioti  of  constitutional 
duly  and  republican  virtue,  was  openly  and  boldly  at- 
tempted by  themselves.  They  even  endeavored  to  vin- 
dicate it,  a4  evincing  immaculate  purity,  patriotic  hones- 
ty of  purpose,  strict  fidelity  to  their  constituents,  the 
highest  and  moat  exact  regard  to  the  limits  of  delegated 
power. 

Sir,  the  twenty-one  knew  too  well  their  rights  and 
their  duty  to  listen  for  a  moment  to  so  flagitious  a  pro^ 
posAl.  They  were  not  to  be  menaced  into  intimidation-^ 
not  to  be  bargainrd  into  a  compromise— not  to  be  se- 
duced by  liny  consideration  into  a  desertion  of  their 
duty.  They  knew  that  the  organic  law,  undef  which 
they  held  their  appointment,  had  prescribed,  in  the 
plainest  manner,  the  single  specific  purpose  which  they 
were  to  fulfil,  and  how  they  were  to  fulfil  it.  They  re- 
fused, therefore,  to  enter  into  the  political  trsffio  pro- 
posed to  them,  and  left  it  to  the  others  to  look  beyond 
the  single  object  of  their  duty,  and  pretend  to  an  en- 
brfred  guardianship  over  the  general  good. 

Besides,  the  nineteen  had  not  qualified,  and  were  as 
y^t  clothed  with  no  official  authority.  Th«y  had  failed 
iothe  very  first  step  of  their  duty.  They  had  not  even 
begun  to  fulfil  their  constitutional  oblig^tiona.  No  pro- 
posal, of  whstever  description,  therefore*  could  be  re- 
ceived from  them;  lesjt  of  all,  auch  as  would  have  led 
the  majority  to  betrsy  their  constituents  and  violate 
their  constitutional  oaths. 

These  were  among  the  men  who  considered  nullifica- 
tion as  the  great  political  heresy  of  the  times  They 
thought  it  at  least  moral  treason  in  a  sovereign  State  to 
pass  an  ordinance  nullifying  an  act  of  Congress.  Tet  it 
was  no  crime  in  them,  who  were  invested  only  with  a 
little  brief  authority,  to  play  the  fantastic  trick  which  I 
have  described  upon  the  sovereigntv  of  their  own  State. 

When  they  became  candidates  for  the  electoral  col- 
lege, they  pledged  themseh  es,  expressly  or  impliedly, 
"  to  serve  if  elected."  This  service,  thus  promised,  waa 
the  performance  of  the  duty  enjoined  upon  them  by  the 
constitution!  nothing  IckS  and  nothing  more.  That  duty 
wu  evaded,  their  pledges  violated,  and  the  constitution 
nullified  for  a  time,  by  the  next  step  they  took.  They 
sfTected  to  resign  their  seats  in  that  body  of  which  they 
Were  not  qualified  members  to  the  people,  whom  they 
insulted  and  betrayed  by  this  mockery  of  a  resignation. 
1  call  it  a  mockery,  because  they  could  not  resign. 
They  bad  no  right  to  disorganize  the  Government  by  so 
iimsy  an  artifice.  They  could  not  cast  ofi*  the  duties 
tbty  had  undertaken,  because  there  was  no  provision  fur 
Mipplying  their  places.  It  has  been  well  said  that  they 
had  no  more  right  to  resign  the  offices  they  had  assumed 
than  the  suicide  has  to  avoid  his  parental  duties,  by  sur- 
rendering his  obligations  into  the  hands  of  his  Creator. 
That  this  resignation  was  a  mockery  is  true  in  another 
■ense:  since  some  of  them,  when  rebuked  by  the  peo- 
ple, found  it  quite  as  convenient  to  reassume  their  trusts 
as  it  had  been  to  lay  them  down.  This  pretended  res- 
ignation tbey  attempted  to  justify  in  a  manifesto,  abound- 
i'lg  with  shallow  sophistry  and  miserable  subterfuge. 
They  alleged  that  they  were  chosen  to  bring  about  a 
change  in  the  form  of  government;  whereas  they  were 
appointed  for  the  single  and  obvious  purpose  of  continu- 
ing the  Government  as  it  had  existed  for  sixty  years.  It 
Was  not  true  that  all  the  counties  which  elected  the  re- 
cusai.ts  were  in  favor  of  any  radical  change  in  the  con- 
■titution.  Some  of  them  were  notoriously  opposed  to 
>uch  change,  and  had  repeatedly  voted  against  it  by 
their  delegates  in  the  Legislature.   In  none  of  them  was 


a  revision  of  the  constitution  made  a  test  question.  The 
parties  had  been  marahalled  every  where  on  the  ground 
of  presidential  politics.  In  some  districts,  indeed,  th« 
Van  Buren  patty  brought  into  their  electioneering 
speeches,  as  collateral  topics,  the  State's  appropriation 
for  internal  improvement,  and  the  bill  indemnifying  the 
sufferers  by  the  mob  at  Baltimore;  while,  in  other  places, 
some  clamor  was  raised  about  the  tenure  of  office^.  But 
in  no  one  county  were  parties  drawn  off  upon  the  quea- 
tioi»  of  reform.  There  are  many  reformers  among  the 
wh-gs^tn^ny  who  conscientioosly  believe  that  the  con- 
stitution makes  a  wrong  distribution  of  political  power 
among  the  counties^  fur  our  system  of  government  pne* 
sents  the  appearance  of  a  confederacy  of  counties,  in 
which  each  has  equal  representation  and  equal  power. 
I  know  that  much  complaint  has  been  made  on  this  score 
for  a  conaiderable  period:  that  those  counties  which 
have  advanced  moat  rapidly  in  wealth  and  population 
desire,  and  clsim  as  their  right,  a  proportionate  increase 
of  power.  This  is  not  a  matter  of  surprise.  Their  wish 
is  as  natural  as  is  the  reluctance  of  the  smaller  countiea 
to  part  with  any  portion  of  their  weight  in  the  Govern- 
ment. Tet,  notwithstanding  this  relucUnce,  they  have 
not  been  unreasonably  opposed  to  any  modification  of 
the  constitution. 

The  very  last  Legislature  passed  a  bill  providi>  g  for 
the  formation  of  a  new  county,  with  equal  representa- 
tion, out  of  the  fragments  of  other  and  larger  counties; 
and  at  the  same  session,  by  another  bill,  authorized  an 
increaae  in  the  representation  of  the  city  of  Baltimore: 
thus  making  a  conaiderable  alteration  in  the  distribution 
of  power  in  the  House  of  Delegates.  As  for  any  thor- 
ough, radical  change  in  this  respect,  the  reformers . 
themselves  have  never  been  able  to  agree.  They  have 
held  two  conrentionii,  which,  if  they  have  not  dissolved 
in  their  own  weakness,  have  certainly  not  succeeded  in 
reconciling  various  theories,  and  concentrating  the  opin- 
ions of  their  members  and  constituents  upon  any  one 
specific  plan  of  reform.  Let  this  be  done.  L^  t  some 
known,  fixed  scheme  be  deliberately  presented  to  the 
people  for  their  consideration,  and  if  it  obtain  the  gen- 
eral sanction,  my  life  upon  it,  the  smaller  counties,  who 
know  what  is  due  to  public  opinion,  will  yield  their  pe- 
culiar iiitereat  to  the  general  good.  But  they  have  nu 
idea  of  being  tricked  into  an  abandonment  of  the  consti- 
tution by  a  set  of  men  not  authoriied,  constitutionally 
or  otherwise,  to  meddle  with  such  matters,  and  one  of 
whom,  at  least,  as  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  had 
always  befoie  recorded  his  vote  against  it. 

My  collesgue  [Mr.  Thomas]  seems  to  claim  ftir  the 
minority  of  the  college,  as  they  did  for  themselves,  sn 
amount  of  power  not  granted  by  the  constitution,  be- 
cause they  represented  a  portion  of  the  State  containing 
a  much  larger  population,  both  white  and  federal,  than 
the  residue  of  the  State  represented  by  the  twenty-nne. 
It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  expose  this  fallacy;  but  surety 
he  does  not  mean  to  claim  the  support  of  the  very  large 
minorities  in  that  section  whose  votes  were  caat  against 
the  nineteen.  I  will  only  say,  on  this  head,  that  when 
the  constitution  is  set  aside,  and  numbers  are  to  be 
counted,  the  arithmetic  should  be  exact,  and  all  due 
subtractions  be  made.  At  all  events,  I  believe,  sir,  that 
at  the  November  election  a  majority  of  the  **  white  pop- 
ulation" of  the  counties  represented  by  the  nineteen  will 
put  the  seal  of  condemnation  upon  the  doctrines  and 
pretencea  of  their  unfaithful  electors. 

As  to  the  right  of  the  people  to  change  their  frame  of 
government,  no  one  denies  it.  It  needs  no  parade  of 
authorities  to  satisfy  the  people  of  Maryland  of  those  un- 
alienable rights  which  every  sciolist  understand?,  and  the 
knowledge  of  which  is  as  common  to  them  as  the  very 
air  tbey  breathe.  They  know,  too,  that  between  revo- 
lution and  constitutional  change  there  is  no  middle 
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courie.  A  revolution  may  be  peaceful  and  bloodless, 
where  there  is  a  general  acquiescence  in  it.  Where 
there  is  not  such  a  common  consent,  where  parties  ite 
equally  arrayed  in  opposition,  it  must  peeds  bejorcibli 
and  violent)  and  whichever  party  succeeds,  the  triumph 
must  be  a  melancholy  one,  which  all  good  men  will  de- 
plore. The  right  of  change  can  present  but  ii^p  aspects— 
the  one  above  and  beyond  the  constitutional  charter^, 
which  is  revolution — the  other  under  and  in 'strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  constitution.  A  different  theory  con- 
tradicts the  wisdom  of  ages,  and  endangers  the  only  safe- 
guards of  regulated  liberty.  If  the  irregular  action  of 
the  popular  will  can  be  substituted  for  consthutional 
proceedings,  we  shall  have  new  constitutions  worked  up 
by  every  fresh  ferment,  and  laws  enacted  and  repealed 
amidst  the  tumult  of  primary  assemblies.  This  would 
throw  society  into  wretched  confusion,  and  benefit  no 
one,  except,  perhaps  tbe  demagogue  who  had  boldness 
and  address  enough  to  «ride  on  the  whirl »ind  and  di- 
rect the  storm.''  It  is  to  regulate  and  steady  tbe  popu- 
lar will  that  constitutions  are  formed  and  laws  enacted; 
and  if  delegated  agents  may  violate  them  with  impunity, 
upon  such  pretences  as  those  of  the  nineteen,  there  will 
soon  be  an  end  to  law,  order,  peace,  and  freedom. 

That  the  minority  of  the  electoral  college  considered 
their  course  as  destructive  of  the  Government,  is  appa- 
rent from  the  address  which  they  put  forth  to  the  peo- 
ple. In  this  they  recommend  the  immediate  appoint- 
ment of  a  convention,  with  power  to  continue  the  com- 
missions of  all  civil  and  military  officers  until  a  new 
Gnvernroent  could  be  formed.  Who  gave  them  this  au- 
thority f  What  freeman  at  the  polls  ever  dreamed  that 
he  was  voting  for  dictators,  who  would  destroy  the  con- 
stitution ander  which  they  were  appointed,  and  com- 
mand the  people  to  construct  another?  What  citizen 
imagined  that  his  country  was  about  to  be  plunged  into 
a  revolution— that  all  the  checks  and  forms  of  freedom 
were  about  to  be  violated — the  constitu  ion  to  be  laughed 
to  scorn — ^the  bulwarks  of  the  law,  which  protect  and 
defend  all  alike,  to  be  swept  away  in  a  moment  and 
pupulur  ezcitfment  and  partisan  fury  to  take  phce  of 
that  calm  deliberation,  that  sober  moderation,  and  con- 
scientious judgment,  without  which  no  safe  or  good  gov- 
ernment can  be  formed?  Sir*  the  people,  of  whatever 
political  east,  saw  the  whole  dnfV  of  this  proceeding.  A 
portion  of  the  Van  Duren  party  reprobated  it  rpenly 
and  frankl)' — others  condemned  it  by  a  silent  vote  at  tbe 
polls;  and  many,  who  could  not  break  their  parly  tie?, 
yet  joined  in  the  general  condemnation.  The  result  has 
given  me  increased  confidence  in  the  virtue  and  asgacity 
of  the  people.  They  will  not  ''see  the  right,  and  yet 
the  wrong  pursue;"  and  though  they  may  be  deceived 
for  a  t'>me,  by  artful  politicians,  they  are  certain  at  last 
to  sift  tbe  wheat  from  the  chaff. 

1  regret,  sir,  that  1  have  been  compelled  to  say  thus 
much  on  a  subject  not  directly  of  national  concern,  and 
to  consider  Michigan  as  being  almost  terra  incognita, 
during  this  debate.  I  have  not  the  least  objection  to  her 
admission  into  the  Union,  although  the  proceedings  have 
been  irregular,  and  should  not  be  permitted  to  grow  inti) 
a  precedent.  The  population  of  the  Territory  is  suffi- 
cient, certainly.  Congress  has,  I  think,  the  right  and 
the  power  to  prescribe  her  boundaries,  and  has  exer- 
cised that  power  definitely.  But  the  bill,  on  which  we 
are  now  about  to  vote,  recites  the  performance  of  a  con- 
dition which,  in  my  opinion,.. has  not  been  performed; 
and  I  am  not  willing  to  give  my  assent  to  the  doctrines 
by  which  it  has  been  attempted  to  justify  these  irregu- 
laritier. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  said  he 
woiJd  respectfully  submit  to  the  House,  whether  this 
question  had  not  been  sufficiently  debated.  He  was 
himself  perfectly  satisfied  that  it  had  been,  and  be  there- 
fore moved  the  previous  question. 


The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  tbe  main 
question  ordered,  severally,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  CHAPIN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question,  being  the  passsge  of  the  bill;  wh'ch  were  or- 
dered, and  were:  Yeas  132,  naya  43,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Adanv,  C.  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash,  Ash- 
ley, Barton,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Black,  Bockee, 
Bouldin,  Bovee,  Bo)d,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  J. 
Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H. 
Claiborne,  Connor,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Denny,  Double- 
day,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Farlin,  Forester,  Fry, 
Fuller,  Galbraith,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  GhoE- 
son,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Graham,  Grantland,  Grayson,  Ha- 
ley, J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawer, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Herod,  Holt,  Howard, 
Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  J.  Johnson,  R. 
M.  Johnsoh,  C.  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  Kennon,  K  Igore, 
Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lay,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L. 
Lea,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  A.  Mann, 
J.  Mann,  W.  Mason,  M.  Maaon,  May,  McComas,  Mc- 
Kay, McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Muhlenberg, 
Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Fatten,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Peyton, 
Pinckney,  John  ReynoUs,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Richard- 
son, Robertson,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  A.  H. 
Shepperd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Standefer,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Toucey,  J. 
Thomson,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Ward- 
well,  Washington,  Webster,  Weeks,  White,  T.  T. 
Whittlesey,  Yell— 132. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bailey,  Bond,  J.  Chambers,  Chet- 
wood,  Corwin,  Crane,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Elmore,  Ev- 
ans, Graves,  Griffin,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Hazeltine,  Hiester, 
Hoar,  Hopkins,  Ingersoll,  Janes,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  L'».w- 
rence,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  S.  Mason,  Mercer,  Milligan,  J. 
A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed, 
Russell,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thompson,  Un- 
derwood, E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Willams,  S.  Williams— 43. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

[When  the  name  of  Mr.  Wisb  was  called,  that  gentle- 
man rose  in  his  place,  and  asked  to  be  eictised  from  vo- 
ting, on  the  gnund  that  he  had  been  abaent  during  the 
whole  discussion  on  the  bill,  (on  the  select  committeea 
of  which  Mr.  W.  is  a  member;)  which  was  granted.] 

The  House  then  adjourned,  at  6  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Thcrsdat,  Jahuart  26. 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY  TURNPIKE  COMPANY* 
MISSOURI. 

Mr.  HARRISON,  of  Missouri,  from  the  Committee  en 
the  Public  L^nds,  repotted,  with  an  amendment.  Senate 
bill  to  authorize  the  Washington  County  Turnpike  Com- 
pany, in  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  locate  and  construct  a 
road  through  the  public  lands.  The  original  bill  granted 
a  right  of  way  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  wide,  and 
the  amendment  proposed  to  strike  out  the  words  **  and 
eighty,*' so  as  to  leave  it  **one  hundred  feet  wide.'* 
The  amendment  having  been  concurred  in,  Mr.  H. 
moved  that  the  bill  be  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  HARDIN  expressed  a  wish  to  have  tbe  charter 
read  to  the  House. 

Mr.  HARRISON  replied  that  he  had  not  a  copy  in  his 
possession,  but  his  recollection  of  it  was  that  the  compa- 
ny had  ten  years  to  complete  the  road,  and  five  to  com- 
mence it,  three  of  which  had  expired.  The  road  was  to 
be  from  thirty-five  to  forty  milea  in  length,  and  opened 
a  direct  communication  between  the  mineral  tract  in 
Missouri  and  the  Mississippi  riveri  and  all  the  bill  provi- 
ded for  was  a  right  of  way. 

Mr.  HOWELL  had  objeetiona  to  the  bill.  The  first 
was,  that  it  granted  a  greater  width  than  was  given  to 
other  roads  of  the  same  character}  and  the  next,  and 
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more  Important,  w«f»  that  the  survey  wm  not  required 
to  be  made  till  the  road  was  completed,  which  would 
have  the  effect  thereby  of  suspending  all  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  rn  the  immediate  vicinity,  or  any  where  in 
the  ricinity.  Mr,  H.  would  therefope  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  so  amending  the  bill  as  to  require  the  survey 
and  location  to  be  returned  as  soon  as  made. 

Mr.  HARDIN  objected  to  the  bill  on  another  ground: 
its  want  of  limitation  as  to  the  number  of  depots  the 
company  might  construct  on  the  public  landst  and  he 
M^ested  its  commitment  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  and  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  BOON  suggested  that,  if  the  bill  were  committed, 
it  be  recommitted  to  ihe  Committee  on  the  Public  Laqds. 

Mr.  HARDIN  accordingly  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  PARKS  said  a  communication  was  eipected  from 
the  Postmaster  General,  on  the  subject  of  securing  the 
transportation  of  the  mails  on  railroads (  and  he  hoped 
no  more  bills  granting  right  of  way  would  be  passed 
till  then. 

Mr.  Habdik's  motion  was  then  put  and  agreed  to^ 
and  the  bill  recommitted. 

FREEDOM  OF  ELECTIONS. 

After  the  reception  of  sundry  reports  from  commit- 
tees, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  unfin- 
nbed  business,  being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bill  for  leave 
to  introduce  '*  a  bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections. '' 

Mr.  BELf<  resumed  and  continued  his  remarks,  (as 
given  entire  heretofore,)  till  a  motion  was  made  to  pro* 
ceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day;  which  was  agreed  to. 

PAT  AND  MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS*. 

The  <*bill  to  establish  a  more  uniform  rule  of  compu- 
ting the  mileage  and  per  diem  compensation  of  members 
of  Congress"  coming  uj>  on  its  tbind  reading — 

Mr.  WARDWELL  asked  the  Speaker  whether  this 
bill  must  not  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  under  the  rules  of  the  Housr,  on  account  of  its 
making  a  charge  upon  the  Treasury. 

The  SPEAKER  deeded  that  the  objection  came  too 
hte.  It  ought  to  have  been  made  before  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  then  observed  that  he  was  oppo- 
led  to  the  bill  in  its  present  shape.  He  had  no  interest 
in  the  matter.  But  he  was  unwilling  to  pass  a  law  to 
operate  upon  those  who  should  come  after  him,  and  not 
operate  upon  himself. 

He  was  opposed  to  it,  also,  because  it  was  unequal  in 
its  operation  upon  different  members.  In  some  instan- 
ces, the  mail  route  by  land  would  be  longer  than  the 
roate  by  water,  by  which  members  always  travel. 

He  had  another  obj^etion.  The  bill  before  the  House 
permits  members  to  come  into  the  District,  and  stay 
ivty  from  the  business  of  the  House  the  whole  session, 
•ndyet  receive  their  psy  for  every  day  of  the  sessloni 
while  those  who  should  ^o  from  the  District  for  a  few 
daysi  on  account  of  sickness  or  any  urgent  business, 
would  not  receive  it.  The  bill  is  wrong,  and  he  would 
move  to  have  it  committed,  for  the  purpose  of  amend- 
ment, were  it  not  for  the  demonstrations  the  o  her  day 
thit  to  large  a  majority  was  in  favor  of  it,  with  all  its  im- 
perfections. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  hsd  voted  for  the  bill  the  other 
day,  but  he  should  have  no  objection  to  see  it  modififd. 
He  said  the  compensation,  be  it  what  it  might,  ought  to  be 
just,  and  proportionably  equal;  but  the  present  bill  was 
obviously  imperfect.  He  agreed,  also,  with  the  gentle- 
msn  from  New  York,  that  they  ought  to  pass  a  la^  ap- 
plying to  themselves,  and  not  magnanimously  pass  one 
bearing  upon  their  successors!  lie  was  for  meting  out 
justice,  and  beginning  at  home.     He  was  thoroughly 


convinced  that  those  who  wished  to  come  back  again 
ought  not  to  wish  for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  for  the 
pecfkie  would  generally  condemn  it  when  they  became 
acquainted  with  the  facts. 

Mr.  TURRiLL  inquired  whether  the  committee 
named  in  the  bill  was  a  joint  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  a  joint  committee. 

Mr •, TURRILL  said  so  he  supposed.  He  did  not  know 
that  any  thing  he  could  say  against  this  bill,  in  these 
times  of  popularity-seeking  on  a  small  schle,  would 
have  much  if  any  effect;  but,  as  he  had  made  up  bis  mind 
to  vote  against  the  bill,  he  felt  c«lled  upon  to  state  one 
or  two  objections  to  it,  in  addition  to  those  which  have 
already  been  urged  by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Wabdwxi.l,] 
and  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
SuTHaauLVD,]  who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  This  bill  is 
intended  to  provide  for  equalising  the  mileage  of  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  At  the  commencement  of  each  ses- 
sion,  the  bill  requires  tlial  a  committee  ahall  be  appointed 
to  examine  into  the  honesty  of  members,  and  fix  their 
mileagei  and  it  would  seem  that  it  was  apprehended  that 
there  might  be  a  difficulty  in  finding  members  of  this 
House  possessing  sufficient  integrity  and  capacity  to  con- 
stitute this  committee;  for  the  bill  provides  that  you 
shall  %o  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  call 
in  three  Senators  to  aid  in  this  investigation  of  milesge, 
so  as  to  prevent  the  three  members  of  the  committee  se- 
lected from  this  House  from  allowing  too  much  mileage 
to  the  representatives.  Sir,  said  Mr.  T.^  if  there  roust 
be  a  committee,  let  it  be  composed  of  members  of  this 
House.  I  am  opposed  to  going  to  the  Senate  for  any 
portion  of  it.  Mr.  T.  thought  that  the  milesge  should 
be  equslised  if  it  coukl  be  done,  and  he  was  willing  to 
have  it  adjusted  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  or  the  Ser- 
geant-at  arms,  and  each  individual  member,  but  be  could 
not  vote  for  a  bill  which  required  each  member  of  this 
House  to  be  examined  by  a  joint  committee  in  relation 
to  his  milesge. 

Mr.  LANE  said  he  had  nothing  to  lose  or  gain  by  the 
passage  of  thia  bill,  for  his  residence  was  so  situated  that 
he  could  travel  either  by  water  or  by  stage  from  his  own 
door.  It  so  happened  thai  he  could  lose  nothing,  retro- 
spectively* by  any  of  its  provisions,  for  he  liad  never  lost 
a  single  day  or  hour  since  he  had  the  honor  of  being  a 
member  of  that  House;  and  that  he  had  charged  his  mile- 
age upon  the  nearest  route.  He,  however,  considered 
this  bill,  though  not  intended  to  be  so,  a  direct  attack 
upon  the  Western  members;  and  be  went  on  to  sliow  the 
inconyeoiencea  that  would  be  attendant  on  compvUing 
members  to  travel  by  the  mail  route  in  the  Western 
States,  especially  where  the  mails  were  transported  only 
on  horseback.  It  was  enough  if  roembecp  travelled  by 
the  usual  travelling  route.  If  it  was  so  amended  as  to 
require  members  to  travel  by  the  most  direct  mail  route, 
where  the  inail  was  carried  in  stages,  he  would  then  be 
better  pleased  with  the  bill,  as  it  regarded  others. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  stated  that  in  trav- 
elling  the  river  route,  he  and  his  colleague,  and  the 
members  from  Louisians,  did  travel  by  the  regtilar  mail 
route,  for  the  mail  descended  and  came  up  the  Missis- 
sippi. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  contended  that 
those  who  lived  at  the  greatest  western  distance  were 
best  off*,  and  made  most  money,  on  account  of  the  facili- 
ttea  of  river  travel,  independent  of  the  ease  and  comfort 
of  being  on  board  a  steamboat.  Mr.  1\  went  intu  a  de- 
tail of  the  present  inequalitiea  of  the  mode  of  charging. 

Mr.  BOON  had  voted  for  the  engrossment  of  this  bill, 
and  at  that  time  it  was  his  intention  to  have  voted  also 
for  its  final  passsge;  but  on  a  re-examination  of  it,  and 
after  having  heard  what  he  had,  a  radical  change  had 
taken  place  in  his  determination.  The  bill  proposed  one 
thing  with  regard  to  members  charging  their  owe  mile> 
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age,  which  wns  done  at  preient,  viz:  that  each  member 
ahould  certify.  S(>  did  each  member  now..  If,  however, 
any  chan^  was  to  be  wrought,  let  them  bring*  i|  abotit 
first  on  themselves,  and  not  enact  a  Buncombe  measure, 
to  bear  only  on  those  who  were  to  cqfne  after  them.  He 
preferred  it  should  lie  over  till  the  commencement  of  the 
next  Congress. 

Mr.  CRAIG  supported  the  bill,  and  briefly  refslied  to 
Mr.  Lavb  and  others.  The  extraordinary  facilities  for 
travelling,  of  Iste  years,  rendered  the  change  proposed 
by  the  bill  absolutely  indispensable. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  after  a  few  remarks  show- 
ing the  imperfections  of  the  bill,  moved  to  commit  it  to 
a  Committee  <>f  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  RBNCHBR  (who  originally  reported  the  bill) 
entered  into  a  general  argument  in  defence  of  its  several 
provisions. 

Mr.  PARKER  expressed  his  satisfaction  with  the  bill, 
and  his  intention  to  vote  for  it.  The  improvements  in 
travelling  required  a  total  revision  of  the  mode  of  chsrg- 
ingt  and  the  bill  proposed  nothing  more  than  fixing  a 
fair  and  equal  ratio.  So  far  from  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  going  too  fur,  he  would  have  voted  for  it  if  aome  of 
them  had  gone  still  further. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  contended  that,  by  a 
fair  construction  of  the  law,  memt>ers  were  justified  in 
travelling  the  route  usually  taken  by  ninety-nine  out  of 
one  hundred  of  the  travelling  community.  The  fact  was 
well  known  to  those  acquainted  with  the  geogrsphy  of 
the  Western  country,  that  if  membera  were  invariably 
requited  to  travel  by  the  nearest  route,  they  would  be 
unable,  at  inclement  ^asons  of  the  year,  to  go  by  that 
route.     He  should  vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  designated  this  as  a  poor,  mis- 
erable dish,  brought  forwai^  year  af\er  year;  and  al« 
tliough  chargea  were  not  directly  made,  they  were  made 
in  the  most  obnoxious  form,  for  they  were  implied  char- 
ges, and  the  impression  went  abroad  that  members  took 
more  than  they  were  entitled  to.  Though  Mr.  C.  had 
himself  come  to  the  conclusion  that  no  member  had 
charged  more  than  he  had  a  right  to  chsrge  under  the 
construction  put  upon  the  law  by  all  the  presiding  offi- 
cers of  the  House  for  the  last  twenty  years,  yet  he  hoped 
the  House  would  mske  at  least  one  effort  to  get  rid  of 
the  subject.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  pas<, 
with  all  its  imperfections  many  as  they  had  been  descri- 
bed lo  be,  upon  its  head. 

Mr.  PATTON  hoped  the  bill  would  be  committed; 
for,  if  it  were,  he  would  move  a  proviso  that  no  Repre- 
aentative  or  Delegate  to  Congress  should  be  allowed  to 
receive  a  sum  exceeding  the  rate  of  eight  doHara  a  day, 
from  the  end  of  one  aession  to  the  time  of  taking  his  seat 
at  another.  It  was  susceptible  of  proof,  from  the  jour- 
nals, that  such  had  been  the  case  heretofore. 

Mr.  YELL  said  the  members  from  the  West,  at  the 
present  time,  not  only  went  the  route  laid  down  by  the 
construction  g^ven  to  the  law  for  years  past,  but  they 
also  travelled  the  usual  and  only  feasible  route.  If  the 
members  from  Arkansas  were  tied  down  to  travel  only 
by  the  mail  route,  they  would  g^  nothing  for  a  large 
p-rirt  of  the  way,  for  their  mail  facilities  were  few  at 
present  in  that  State.  The  fact  was,  the  bill  was  levelled 
at  the  Western  States  and  Territories.  If  these  attacks 
were  continually  made  upon  the  West,  the  day  was  not 
very  far  distant  when  this  spot  would  be  a  howling  wil- 
derness, for  in  less  than  twenty  years  the  seat  of  the 
General  Government  would  be  removed  west  of  the 
mountains.  I**,  howevtrr,  Western  gentlemen  were  get- 
ting too  much,  let  the  wagts  be  reduced.  He  therefore 
moved  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  instructed 
to  report  that  the  per  diem  compensation  be  reduced  to 
six  dollars;  and  that  the  same  committee  be  also  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  necessity  of  remo- 


ving the  seat  of  Qovemment  to  some  eligible  point  on 
the  Ohio  or  Mississippi  rivers. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  remarked  that  they  had  consumed 
nearly  the  whole  day  in  the  dlacusakm  of  this  bill;  and  as 
he  had  very  little  doubt  but  that  every  member  had 
made  up  hia  mind  how  he  would  vote,  therefore,  to  teat 
the  sense  of  the  House  whether  the  diacussion  should  be 
Continued,  he  moved  the  previous  qtiestion. 

The  House  refused  to  second  the  motion:  Yeas  71, 
nays  73.  And  the  question  recurring  on  the  Inst  ructions 
moved  by  Mr.  Ykll, 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  made  an  earnest  opposition  to  the 
general  pfDvisiona  of  the  bill,  abowing  how  unequally  it 
bore  upon  the  membera  from  the  West  and  other  parte 
of  the  country.  He  explained  that,  though  once  in  favor 
of  removing  the  seat  of  Government,  be  was  so  no  longer, 
for  he  did  not  desire  the  noble  and  generous  soil  of  the 
West  to  be  contaminated.  He  himself  had  always  trav- 
elled by  the  only  practicable  though  not  the  direct  land 
route,  and  charged  for  the  route  he  was  compelled  to 
travel.  He  inquired  if  any  member  had  ever  deducted 
a  dollar  for  lost  time. 

Mr.  HAWKINS  said  he  bad*  to  a  very  considerable 
amount. 

Mr.  BROWN  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  instnictioni  on 
the  table,  and  aaked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion  i 
which  were  ordered.  And  the  question,  lieing  taken, 
was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  58,  nays  138. 

I'he  Hooae  refusing  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  tb« 
question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  to  commit  the 
bill  with  inatructiona. 

Mr.  PARKS  moved  that  the  House  adjourn,  but  with- 
drew the  motion  at  the  requeat  of  the  Speaker. 

TEXAS. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  wae 
received,  in  obedience  to  the  resolation  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  17th  instant,  requesting  the  Pres- 
ident to  lay  before  the  Houae,  if  not  incompatible  with 
the  public  interests,  any  information  in  hia  possession 
showing  the  condition  of  the  political  relationa  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico)  and,  also,  any  further  in- 
formation that  he  m>*y  have  received  as  to  the  condition 
of  Tex«8. 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  the  reference  of  the  message 
and  documents  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  AflTairs*  and 
that  the  same  ft>e  printed. 

Mr.  BOYD  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  order  to  move 
instructions  to  the  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  woukl. 

Mr.  PARKS  claimed  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Maine  bad 
yielded  the  floor  to  enable  the  Chair  to  present  the 
communication.  He  could  not,  therefore,  claim  it  aa 
matter  of  right. 

Mr.  BOYD  then  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  How- 
ard, by  adding  instructions  to  the  committee  to  report  n 
resolution  acknowledging  the  independence  of  Texaa. 

Mr.  CRAIG  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not  create  a 
debate  at  this  Ute  hour,  by  endeavoring  to  attach  the 
resolution  to  these  documents. 

Mr.  REED  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  message  and 
documents. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Miasissippi,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  motion  to  adjourn i  which  the  HouFe 
would  not  onler. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

Fbidat,  Jasvabt  27. 
REPRESENTATIVE  FROM  MICHIGAN. 
Mr.  THOMAS  moved  that  Isaac  E.  Cra&t,  who  was 
in  attendance  from  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  whose 
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credentials  were  preaented  tt  the  lasttession  ofConi^ts, 
be  now  qualified,  sworn,  and  assigrned  to  bis  seat. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  said  he  felt  bimself  compelled, 
very  reluctantly,  to  oppose  the  motion  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Thomas.]  He  had  with 
pleasare  voted  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the 
Union,  and  would,  with  equal  pleasure,  vote  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  gentleman  claiminfp  a  seat  on  this  floor  ft 
her  Representative,  [Mr.  Cbabt,]  did  be  not  entertain  a 
deep-settled  conviction  that  in  so  doing  he  would  violate 
the  oath  be  bad  taken  to  support  the  constitution.  It 
was  a  sense  of  duty  alone,  without  the  least  expectation 
that  the  House  would  concur  with  him,  that  constrained 
bim  to  meet  the  proposition  at  the  threshold.  The 
question  was  one  certainly  of  the  highest  importance, 
and  not  settled,  as  he  believed,  by  any  well-considered 
precedent.  He  wibhed  no  delay.  His  object  was  that 
it  might  be  disposed  of  promptly  and  satiaractcrily  to  all 
who  doubted,  or  had  not  fully  examined  it;  and  with 
that  view  he  should  move  that  all  matters  touching  the 
election,  quslification,  and  return,  of  Isaac  £.  Crabt,  be 
referred  to  the  standing  committee  especially  appointed 
to  make  such  investigations. 

Mr.  R.  said  that,  as  a  member  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, the  duty  had  devolred  upon  him,  during  the  last 
and  present  session,  of  examining  all  questions  connected 
with  the  application  of  Michigan  for  admission  into  the 
Union,  it  would  be  irregular,  at  this  time,  to  enter 
fully  into  the  reasons  which  had  regulated  his  course 
upon  that  subject,  although  he  had  been  deprived  of  an 
opportunity  of  doing  so  during  the  brief  period  allowed 
for  its  discussion.  He  would  ask  leave,  however,  to 
auggest  some  of  those  which  had  a  more  immediate 
bearing  upon  the  question  now  pending. 

It  would  appear,  said  Mr.  R.,  from  the  official  certifi- 
cate exhibited  by  Mr.  Cbabt,  that  the  election  by  virtue 
of  which  he  claims  a  seat  in  the  House  took  place  in  Oc- 
tot>er,  1835.  At  that  time,  Michigan  was  undeniably  a 
Territory  of  the  United  States;  and  she  never  ceased  to 
be  such,  as  he  should  contend,  until  yesterdsy,  when 
she  was  for  the  first  time  admitted  into  the  Union.  It 
was  true  she  had  framed  a  constitution,  adapted  to  the 
condition  of  a  State.  But  that  constitution  had  neither 
been  authorized  nor  recognised  by  Congress.  He  would 
not  say  the  previous  assent  of  Congress  was,  in  all  cases, 
indispensable.  Had  the  boundaries  within  which  the 
future  Stale  of  Michigan  was  to  be  comprised  been  de- 
finitively prescribed,  a  subsequent  recognition  might 
stand  in  the  place  of  previous  consent.  But  the  desig- 
nation of  those  boundaries  belonged  exclusively  to  Con- 
gress. The  whole  Northwestern  Territory  then  re- 
maining might,  under  the  ordinance,  be  consolidated 
into  one  State,  or  divided  into  two,  as  Congress  might 
deem  most  expedient.  Until  its  will  was  declared  upon 
this  point,  there  was  no  particular  portion  of  the  Terri- 
tory that  could  undertake  to  erect  its^^lf  into  s  State,  and 
fix  upon  its  own  limits.  £ven  after  Michigan  had  un- 
lawfully assumed  that  power,  Congress  might  have 
united  her  and  Wisconsin  into  one  State,  or  so  divided 
the  whole  Territory  as  to  throw  half  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Michigan  into  one  Slate  and  half  into  the  other.  In 
point  offset,  it  did  subsequently  most  materially  change 
the  limits  assumed  by  Michigan,  and  make  her  assent  to 
that  change  a  fundamental  condition  of  admission  into 
the  Union.  There  was,  then,  a  preliminary  act  to  be 
done  by  Congress,  when  Michigan  formed  her  constitu- 
tion, until  the  performance  of  which,  neither  the  people 
of  Michigan,  nor  of  any  other  portion  of  the  Northwest- 
ern Territory,  nor  of  the  whole  Territory,  could  lawfully 
constitute  a  separate  community,  authorized  to  frame  a 
constitution  or  State  Government. 

But  were  this  otherwise,  had  the  limits  of  Michigan 
been  definitively  fixed  by  Congress,  and  its  assent  given 
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to  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  still  Mr.  R.  con- 
tended that,  until  the  final  act  of  admission  into  the 
Union,  Michigan  remained  subject  to  the  Territorial  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States;  that  she  could  not,  until 
then,  be  entitled  tQ  representation  in  Congress,  nor  con- 
sequently to  elect  Representatives.  He  was  aware  it 
had  been  asserted  that  she  became  a  sovereign  State 
prior  la  her  admission;  that  Congress  could  only  admit 
States,  .  not  Territories;  and  that  the  Territory  must 
therefore  become  a  State  before  it  could  be  admitted. 
This  doctrine,  specious  as  it  may  seem,  was  not  sound.* 
It  was  in  direct  conflict  with  the  original  deeds  of  ces- 
sion, the  ordinance  of  13th  of  July,  1787,  and  the  eon* 
siitution  of  the  United  States.  He  would  refer  to  the 
4ih  article  of  the  ordinance  especially,  which  declares 
that  *<  The  Territories  (of  which  Michigan  is  a  part)  and 
the  States  which  may  be  formed  therein  shsll  forever 
remain  a  part  of  this  confederacy,  subject  to  the  articlei 
of  confederation,  snd  to  such  slterations  therein  as  shall 
be  constitutionally  made,  and  to  all  acts  and  ordinances 
of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  conformable 
thereto.*'  Upon  the  supposition  that  Michigan  became 
a  State  prior  to  her  admission,  she  must  from  that  mo- 
ment have  ceased  to  be  a  part  of  the  confederacy,  or 
subject  to  its  laws.  She  was  no  longer  a  Territory,  and 
could  not  therefore  be  under  a  Territorial  Government. 
No  one  would  contend  that  a  State  Government  and  a 
Territorial  Government  could  coexist  over  the  ssme 
community.  As  a  State,  out  of  the  Union,  it  was  equally 
clear  that  the  United  States  could  not  govern  her.  The 
federal  constitution  was  emphatically,  as  its  preamble 
shows,  a  constitution  <*  of  the  United  States,"  and  **  for 
the  United  States."  The  Government  and  laws  of  the 
<' Union"  could  extend  to  Stales  within  it,  and  Territo- 
ries belonging  to  it,  only.  Msny  of  its  provisions,  which 
he  would  not  trouble  the  House  with  reading,  since  they 
must  be  familiar  to  all,  proved  this.  He  would  advert  to 
one  only — that  which  declared  that  representation  and 
taxation  should  be  apportioned  in  a  certain  ratio  '*among 
the  States  which  should  be  included  within  the  Union." 
From  the  moment,  then,  that  it  should  be  held  that 
Michigan  became  a  State,  and  a  State  out  of  the  Union* 
Congress  could  neither  establish  post  offices,  nor  cus- 
tom-houses, nor  judicial  tribunals,  nor  collect  revenues* 
nor  punish  offences,  nor  make  any  disposition  of  the 
public  lands  within  her  limits,  nor  enter  upon  them* 
without  invading  her  sovereignty.  She  might  declare  war, 
enter  into  an  alliance  with  Canada,  and  do  all  acts  which 
other  sovereign  States  might  do.  If  this  anomalous  con- 
dition could  exist  for  a  day,  or,  as  is  contended  in  the 
case  of  Michigan,  for  one  or  more  yeara,  it  might  con- 
tinue for  twenty  years,  or  forever.  And  yet  by  the 
ordinsnce  of  1787  it  was  declared  that  it  should  forever 
remain  a  part  of  the  confederacy,  and  subject  to  its  laws. 
We  are  driven  to  the  conclusion,  therefore,  that  a  Ter- 
ritory under  such  restrictions  could  never  lawfully  cease 
to  be  a  Territory  until  the  moment  it  waa  admitted  into 
the  Union  as  a  State.  In  that  way  alone  could  it  remain 
a  part  of  the  confederacy.  The  moment  it  should  be- 
come a  State  of  the  Union,  then,  and  not  till  then*  it 
would  cease  to  be  a  Territory;  as  an  alien,  who  baa  ta- 
ken all  the  preliminary  steps,  would  still  continue  an 
alien,  and  never  cease  to  be  such  till  the  moment  of  his 
admission  to  the  rights  of  citizenship. 

Mr.  R.  said  this  view  was  further  exemplified,  and  the 
idea  that  a  Territory  must  become  a  State  before  it  can 
be  admitted  into  the  Union  refuted,  by  the  Inatance  of 
Kentucky.  That  State  waa  originally  a  district  of  Vir- 
ginia. Virginia  authorized  it,  while  atill  subject  to  her 
laws,  to  call  a  convention  and  form  a  constitution  suited 
to  an  independent  Commonwealth.  The  convention  waa 
also  authorized  to  fix  a  day  when  that  constitution  should 
go  into  effect;  but,  «« to  prevent  anarchy,"  the  law  au^ 
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thorizing  these  proceedings  declared  th&t,  unle|«  Con- 
gress would  receive  the  new  Stnte  into  the  Union,  it 
should  continue  subject  to  the  laws  of  Virginia.  The 
day  was  fixed;  Congress  gave  its  assent  that  it  should  od 
that  day  be  formed  into  a  new  State  and  admitted  into 
the  Union;  and  it  never  ceased  to  be  under  the  dominion 
of  Virginia,  never  did  become  a  State,  until  th*  day  of 
its  admiwion.  It  was  not  true,  therefore,  that  no  Terri* 
tory  could  be  admitted  till  it  first  became  a  State.  The 
converse  was  true;  or  rather  the  tiue  principle  wa*,  that 
the  same  moment  it  threw  off  its  territorial  character,  it 
a<sumed  at  once  that  of  a  State  and  a  member  of  the 
Union. 

If  ii  be  insisted  (said  Mr.  R.)  that,  prior  to  that  time, 
Michigan  became  a  State,  then  the  question  would  arise, 
At  what  time  did  ahe  assume  that  character?  Was  it 
when  she  undertook  to  frame  a  constitution?  Upon  the 
principle  asserted,  that  she  could  not  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  until  after  she  became  a  State,  because  none 
but  States  could  be  admitted,  it  would  seem  to  follow 
that  the  must  have  been  a  State  before  she  formed  a  con* 
ftitution;  for  it  might  be  said,  perhaps  with  greater  pro- 
priety, that  none  but  States  or  independent  communities 
could  form  constitutions;  and  then  it  would  be  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  fix  upon  the  period  when  her  sov- 
ereignty commenced.  Was  it  in  June,  1836,  when  it  is 
•aid  her  constitution  was  accepted  and  ratified  by  Con- 
gress? That  ratification  (Mr.  R.  contended)  was,  for 
the  reasons  he  had  mentioned,  necessarily  conditional, 
even  if  tt  were  not  so  in  terms.  Michigan  could  not  be- 
come a  State,  with  or  without  the  consent  of  Congress, 
until  she  was  admitted  into  the  Union;  because,  as  he 
had  endeavored  to  show,  she  would  thereby  be  detached 
and  aeparated  from  the  confederacy,  and  absolved  from 
its  laws,  contrary  to  the  explicit  provisions  of  the  ordi- 
nance, (hat  she  should  forever  remain  a  part  of  the  one, 
and  subject  to  the  other.  1*hese  absurd  consequences 
could  not  be  denied. 

But  if  the  position  which  be  had  endeavored  to  main- 
tain be  correct,  that  Michigan  never  could  become  a 
State  prior  to  her  admission,  it  would  follow  that  her 
right  to  be  represented  in  Congress  would  date  from  the 
same  period.  Representation,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  eonstttut'on,  must  be  apportioned  among  the  States 
in  the  Union,  and  in  the  nature  of  things  can  belong  to 
no  State  out  of  it.  But  the  right  of  election  must  be  de- 
pendent upon  the  right  of  representation.  Where  there 
is  no  lawful  right  to  be  represented  there  can  be  no  law- 
ful right  to  elect  representatives.  In  October,  1835, 
Michigan  had  no  better  right  to  be  represented  in  Con- 
gress than  Wisconsin  or  Canada.  The  election  of  Mr. 
Cbaet  was  therefore  an  unauthorized  act— a  mere  nullity. 

But  it  was  said  that  the  ratification  of  her  constitution 
by  Congress  In  1836,  or  her  admission  on  yesterday,  by 
relation,  made  her  constitution  valid  from  its  date,  and 
confirmed  all  that  had  been  done  under  it.  This  doctrine 
would  lead  to  dangerous  consequences.  Suppose  Michi- 
gan bad  continued  to  refuse  the  terms  offered  by  Con- 
gress, were  the  Government  and  laws  of  the  Union  to  be 
regarded  as  superseded  by  the  mere  formation  of  a  State 
constitution  by  Michigan,  or  by  its  conditional  acceptance 
by  Congress?  Then  might  they  remain  superseded  for- 
ever. The  only  way  to  avoid  the  difficulty  was  to  con- 
sider the  constitution  so  formed  as  an  inchoate  act,  hav- 
ing no  vitahty,  no  operation,  until  the  State  was  finally 
received  into  the  bosom  of  our  confederacy.  The  doc- 
trine of  relation,  at  most,  could  only  confirm  the  ir- 
regular exereiae  of  a  power  where  the  body  recognising 
the  act  might  have  lawfully  conferred  the  power,  but 
the  right  of  representation  could  neither  be  granted  nor 
taken  away  by  Congress.  It  was  derived  from  higher 
authority— from  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Under  that  constitution  it  did  not  lawfully  beloi  g  to 


Michigan  when  she  claimed  to  exercise  the  right  of  elect- 
ing her  Representative. 

If  it  was  a  valid  election,  then  Mr.  Cbabt  had  been  un- 
justly and  unlawfully  kept  out  of  his  seat  for  more  than 
twelve  months.  But  Michigan,  at  that  time,  could  not 
be  constitutionally  represented.  To  illustrate  this,  Mr. 
R.  observed  that  the  constitution  declared  that  no  one 
should  be  a  Representative  who  should  not  when  elected 
be  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  in  which  he  should  be 
chosen.  Suppose  Mr.  Cbabt  had,  in  October,  1835» 
been  an  inhabitant  of  tome  other  State,  but,  previous  to 
his  claiming  his  aeaf,  had  settled  in  Michigan,  could 
Congress,  under  this  doctrine  of  relation,  have  recog- 
nised his  claim?  Surely  not.  There  was  a  constitutional 
incapacity  which  Congreas  could  not  remedy.  Here 
there  was  also  a  constitutional  incapacity;  not  in  the  per- 
son elected,  but  in  the  electors.  But  the  same  principle 
applied.  The  election  was  as  unconstitutional,  owing 
to  the  defect  of  right  in  the  electors  to  representation,  as 
it  would  have  been  if  they  had  chosen  a  non-resident  to 
represent  them.  Mr.  R.  concluded  with  repeating  hit 
conscientious  conviction  that  there  was  an  inherent  de- 
fect in  the  title  by  which  Mr.  Cbabt  claimed  a  seat  in 
that  hall;  and  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  dispense 
with  the  constitution,  or  to  make  that  valid  which  was 
void  in  its  origin.  He  hoped  that  gentlemen  who  had 
not  fully  satisfied  their  minds  upon  the  subject  would 
consent  to  its  reference  to  the  Committee  of  Election!. 

Mr.  THOMAS  contended  thst  to  send  this  subject  to 
a  committee  would  be  a  work  of  supererogation,  after 
the  thorotigh  examination  which  had  been  given  to  it. 
He  contended  that  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan was  now  as  perfect  as  it  would  have  been  if  its  or- 
ganization had  been  preceded  by  a  law  of  Congress  au- 
thorising a  convention  for  that  purpose,  and  cited  pre- 
cedents in  the  history  of  the  Union  to  corroborate  this 
position. 

A  communication  waa  read  from  Mr.  Cbabt,  enclo- 
sing a  cert'ficate  of  election  from  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  demanded  the  previous  question; 
and  the  House  seconded  the  call:  Teas  97,  nays  not 
counted. 

And  the  House  ordered  that  the  main  question  should 
now  he  taken. 

Mr.  YOUNG  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  **  Shall  Isaac  B.  Cbabt  be 
qualified  'as  a  member  of  the  House  from  the  State  of 
MichigHn'"  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  aflirmB- 
tive:  Teas  150,  nays  32,  as  follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash, 
Ashley,  Bailey,  Barton,  Bean,  Bell,  Black,  Boon,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Caaey,  George 
Chambers,  Chapman,  Chapin,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne, 
Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cusbing,  Cushman, 
Darlington,  Doubleday,  Dunlap,  Efner,  FJmore,  Fair- 
field, Farlin,  Forester,  Fowler,  Fry,  Fuller,  Jamea  Gar- 
land, Rice  Garland,  Gholson,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Gra- 
ham, Granger,  Grantland,  Greunell,  Haley,  Joseph 
Hall,  Hamer,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Samuel  S.  Har- 
rison, Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Henderson,  Herod,  Hoar,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hub- 
ley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  HunUman,  Ingham,  William 
Jackson,  Janes,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kennon,  Kit- 
gore,  Klingenamith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler,  Lawrence, 
Lay,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Leonard, 
Lewis,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Job  Mann,  William  Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McComas, 
McKay,  McKennan,  McKeon,  McKiro,  Moore,  Morgan, 
P«<ge,   Parker,   Patterionf   Franklin   Pierce,    Peyton, 
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Phelps,  Pickens,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Rey- 
nolds, Richtrdson,  Rogers,  Schenclr,  Seymour,  Augus- 
tine H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Sptngler, 
Stsndefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas 
John  Thomspn,  Waddy  Thompson,  Turner,  Turrill, 
Vanderpoel,  Ward  well,  Washington,  Webster,  Weeks, 
White,  Elisha  Whitlleiey,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Yell, 
Toung — 150. 

Natb — Messra.  Heman  Allen,  Beale,  Bond,  John  Cham- 
bers, Chetwood,  Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Cor- 
win,  Crane,  Dawson,  Beberry,  Evans,  Eirerett,  Graves, 
Grayson,  Griffin,  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Yngersoll,  Lore, 
Slilligan,  Patton,  Pearson,  Peltigrew,  Phillips,  Potts, 
Robertson,  Russell,  Taliaferro,  Underwood,  Vinton, 
Lewis  Williams — 33. 

So  the  House  decided  that  Isaac  E.  Csart  be  now 
qualified  to  take  his  seat  as  a  member  from  the  State  of 
Michigan. 

Mr.  CRART  was  then  proceeding  to  the  table  to  qaa)« 
ify,  when 

Mr.  DAWSOK  arose,  and  expressed  an  intentiim  of 
moving  to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  to  enable  him  to  give 
bis  reaaont  for  voting  against  the  admission  of  Michigan, 
and  against  the  motion  to  qualify  the  gentleman  present- 
ing himself  as  its  member. 

The  CHAIR  reminded  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
that,  as  he  had  not  voted  with  the  majority,  he  could  not 
make  that  motion. 

Mr.  DAWSON  appealed  to  some  gentleman  who  had 
voted  in  the  majority  to  make  the  motion  he  bad  indica- 
ted. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  had  done 
BO;  and,  to  enable  his  friend  from  Georgia  to  assign  rea- 
sons for  his  vote,  he  moved  to  reconsider  accordingly. 

Mr.  DAWSON  brieOy  assigned  his  reasons,  which 
were  substantially  that  Michigan  wai  only  a  Territory, 
and  not  a  State,  at  the  election  of  Mr.  Cbast. 

Mr.  PICKENS  contended  that  Michigan  was  a  State 
defado  before  her  admission,  and  must  be  so,  by  the 
terms  of  the  constitution,  or  she  could  not  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  at  all}  for  Congress  had  power  only  to  ad- 
mit "States,"  and  not  ••Territories,"  into  the  confedera- 
cy. Therefore,  he  should  vote  for  the  qualification  of 
Mr.  Cbabt. 

Mr.  EVERETT  rose,  and  caught  the  eye  of  the 
Speaker. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  rose  at  the  same  time,  and  said  he 
would  withdraw  his  motion  to  reeonaideri  but  the  Chair, 
having  announced  the  former  gentleman  as  obtaiaing  the 
floor,  could  not  entertain  the  withdrawal. 

Mr.  EVERETT  contended  that  Michigan  could  not 
be  a  State,  even  under  the  ordinance,  until  her  admission 
by  Congress. 

Mr.  CU3HMAN  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  withdrew  his 
motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  CRART  was  then  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  as 
a  Representative  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Michigan. 

TEXAS. 

Mr.  HOWARD  inquired  at  what  time  the  motion 
pending  when  the  House  adjourned  last  evening  would 
be  again  taken  up. 

[The  motion  in  question  was  to  commit  certain  papers 
and  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  Texas  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  made  by  Mr.  H.  himself, 
with  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Botd,  to  instruct  the  com- 
mittee to  report  a  resolution  acknowledging  the  inde- 
pendence of  I'exas.] 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  the  regular  proceedings  of 
the  day  bad  so  far  been  set  aside  by  the  consideration  of 
a  privileged  question,  and  he  would  now  proceed  to  call 
for  reports. 


Mr.  HOWARD  inquired  if  the  motion  referred  to  by 
him  would  come  up  again  to-day. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  could  not  at  the  present 
time,  nor,  in  his  opinion,  to-day,  because,  at  the  expira. 
tion  of  an  hour  for  reports,  the  private  orders  would 
come  op. 

Mr.  HOWARD  remarked  that  that  was  his  own  im« 
pressiont  but  his  object  in  making  the  inquiry  was  to  as- 
certain if,  and,  in  view  of  that,  to  make  a  suggestion  to 
the  House,  which  he  trusted  would  be  favorably  received 
from  all  quarters.  It  was  that,  as  the  question  was  not 
to  be  reaumed  until  Monday  next,  and  as  the  documents 
lying  on  the  table  would  have  a  very  dvrect  and  impor- 
tant bearing  upon  the  question  the  House  would  be 
called  upon  to  de<;ide,  by  general  consent  these  docu- 
ments be  printed,  with  the  understanding  that  the  mo- 
tion was  in  no  ''way  to  affect  the  position  of  the  other 
question  which  was  pending.  He  would  a^k  the  consent 
of  the  House  to  make  the  motion  to  print. 

This  was  agreed  to,  and  the  documents  ordered  to  be 
printed  accordingly. 

ENLISTMENT  OF  BOYS  IN  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  JARVI3,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
moved  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from 
the  *'  bill  to  provide  for  the  enlistment  of  boys  in  the  na- 
val service,"  and  that  it  be  now  taken. up  and  oonsidered. 

Mr.  BELL  objected  to  giving  precedence  to  hills  over 
other  business  of  an  important  character. 

Mr.  JARVIS  explained  that  he  had  been  unanimously 
instructed  to  make  the  motion  by  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val  Affairs,  and  gave  several  reasons  for  the  speedy  pas» 
sage  of  this  bill. 

Some  difficulty  of  a  personal  character  took  place  be* 
tween  the  gentlemen  from  Maine  and  Tennessee,  in  ref- 
erence to  (he  objection  made  by  the  latter  to  setting 
aside  pending  business,  and  giving  the  priority  to  other 
bills  that  would  produce  debate. 

Mr.  MERCER,  after  some  few  remarks  of  a  eonoiUa* 
tory  nature,  moved  that  a  pledge  be  required  of  the  two 
gentlemen  that  the  difficulty  might  not  be  prosecuted 
further. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  BELL,  JARVIS, 
MERCER,  PATTON,  PICKENS,  GLASCOCK, 
WHITTLESEY  of  Ohio,  BOULDIN,  THOMAS, 
PEYTON,  THOMSON  of  Ohio,  LAWLER,  CRAIG, 
PHILLIPS,  THOMPSON  of  South  Carolma,  BYNVM, 
HAWES,  BOON,  BRIGGS,  EVANS,  PARRS,  and 
WISE,  mutual  explanations  took  place i  and  then,  on 
motion. 

The  House  adjourned. 

Satubdat,  Jasttabt  28. 
ENLISTMENT  OF  BOYS  IN  THE  NAVY. 
The  motion  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Jabtis^  to  dis^ 
charge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  enlistment  of  boys  in  the  nai^  service  of 
the  United  States  coming  up  as  the  unfinished  business, 
was  considered  and  rejected. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  from  the  select  committee  on  that 
part  of  the  President's  message  relating  to  an  amende 
ment  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  made  the 
following  report,  in  part,  and  resolutions: 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much 
of  the  President's  message  as  relates  \o  amending  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  together  with  all  prop* 
ositions  and  resolutions  submitted  at  the  last  and  present 
session  of  Congress,  proposing  amendments  to  the  con* 
Btitution,  report,  in  part:  That,  acoordiog  to  ordtr»  tkey 


1511 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGlfeTER 


1512 


H.  OF  R.] 


Hour  of  Meeting— Buffalo  Harbor,  Ue. 


[Jax.  28,  1837. 


hive  bad  under  consideration  sundry  proposUions  and 
resolutions  for  the  amendment  of  the  constitution  in  ref- 
lation to  tlie  election  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States.  Upon  examination,  they  find  that  a 
report  on  this  subject  was  made  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  on  the  30th  March,  1836,  by  a  select  commit- 
tee. The  joint  resolution  reported  by  said  committee 
was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  nf  the 
Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  No  further  ac- 
tion was  had  thereon,  and  the  said  reported  Jpint  resolu- 
tion remains  on  the  calendar,  and  may,  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  House,  be  considered  in  said  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  If,  therefore,  the  House  be  disposed  to  act  on 
this  subject  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
your  committee  think  it  more  advisable  to  consider  the 
report  now  on  (he  calendar  than  to  begin  de^nono.  Your 
committee,  therefore,  submit  the  two  following  resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  to  which  the  sub- 
jea  was  referred  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  all  propositions  and  resolutions  relating  to 
the  amendments  of  the  constitution  on  the  subject  of  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President. 

Reaolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  the  Slst  lost.,  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  to  take  into  consideration  the  joint  resolu- 
tions proposing  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  President 
and  Vice  President. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carulins,  called  for  a  di- 
vision of  the  question  on  the  resolutions;  and  the  first 
being  agreed  to  without  a  count — 

Mr.  W.  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  concurring 
With  the  second  resolution,  (which  would  require  a  vote 
of  two  thirds,)  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  VANDERPOfiL  moved  to  insert  the  7th  of  Feb- 
ruary instead  of  3 1  st  inst.   Lost. 

Mr.  CAMBRBLENG  and  Mr.  BOON  both  severally 
expressed  a  hope  that  no  more  special  orders  would  be 
adopted,  since  the  inconvenience  of  them  had  been  suf- 
ficiently experienced  last  session.  Mr.  C.  further  in- 
quired if  it  was  designed  to  cut  off  the  appropriation 
bills  o£  this  session  altogetheri  because,  if  so,  he  trust- 
ed the  order  would  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  HOWARD  inquired,  if  the  order  should  be  adopt- 
ed, whether  it  would  take  precedence  of  other  bills  on 
each  day  thereafter,  or  only  on  that  day. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that,  after  that  day,  it  would  take 
its  place  on  the  calendar  among  the  unfinished  business. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive: Yeas  66,  nays  83. 

So  the  second  resolution  was  disagreed  to. 

Before  the  decision  was  announced, 

Mr.  PARKS  rose  and  stated,  that  when  his  name  was 
called  he  was  not  in  his  seat,  being  in  attendance  upon  a 
select  committee,  which  had  leave  to  sit  during  the  ses- 
sions of  the  House  {  and  he  therefore  asked  leave  to  re> 
cord  his  vote. 

Mr.  MERCER  objected. 

Mr.  PARKS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  thought  a  mem- 
ber bad  a  right  to  vote  under  the  circumstances  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  viz:  absence  under  an  or- 
der of  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  that  question  bad  frequently 
been  decided  otherwise  by  the  House  itself. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  PARKS  was  disagreed  to. 

HOUR  OP  MEETING. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolution 
proposing  to  change  the  daily  hour  of  meeting  of  the 
House,  from  and  alter  this  date,  to  11  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Objections  being  made» 


Mr.  CRAIG  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays{ 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  133,  nays  45. 

So  the  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  BOYD  moved  to  amend  it  by  inserting  10  o'clock 
instead  of  11.  Lost. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

BUFFALO  HARBOR. 

Mr.  1^0 VE  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule  fur  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  and  considering  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  House  the  survey  and  examination  made 
of  a  harbor  at  the  east  end  of  Lake  Erie,  connecting  the 
present  harbors  of  Buffalo  and  Black  Rock;  together 
with  his  opinion  of  the  practicability  of  the  construction 
of  said  harbor,  and  of  its  utility  and  necessity  in  regard 
to  the  increasing  commerce  upon  that  lake. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  resolution  having 
been  read, 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  inquired  of  his  colleague 
if  he  expected  to  procure  any  further  action  of  the 
House  upon  the  subject  of  the  harbors  of  Buffalo  and 
Black  Rock  during  the  present  session;  because,  if  he 
did,  he  (Mr.  M.)  had  a  word  or  two  to  say  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  LOVE  replied  that  all  he  expected  to  procure 
before  the  close  of  the  present  session  was  the  opinion 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  regard  to  the  controverted 
questions  of  the  practicability  and  expediency  of  con- 
structing the  work  referred  to.  He  had  no  expectation 
to  obtain  legislation  early  enough  this  session. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

CANADA  TRADE. 

Mr.  II  ALL,  of  Maine,  asked  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  revising  the 
laws  regulating  the  trade  upon  the  frontiers,  between 
the  United  States  and  the  British  provinces,  and  abolish- 
ing duties  on  lumber,  the  growth  of  the  United  States, 
sawed  in  the  said  provinces  and  brought  into  the  United 
States;  and  also  upon  produce,  the  growth  of  the  prov- 
inces, brought  into  the  United  States. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  H.  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.     Lost.  86  to  55— not  two  thirds. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  States  for  resolutions, 
and  considering  the  same,  provided  that  such  resolutions 
should  not  occasion  debate. 

Mr.  PAHKEU  suggested  a  modification,  so  as  to  em- 
brace resolutions  calling  for  information  from  the  de- 
partments, and  now  lying  on  the  table  for  consideration. 

Mr.  MANN  assented,  but  the  motion  to  suspend  was 
lost. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day» 
and  took  up  the  private  orders. 

N.  &  L.  DANA  &.  CO. 

The  first  business  in  order  was  the  motion  made  on 
Saturday  last,  by  Mr.  Jahtis,  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  N.  &  L.  Dana  &  Co. 
was  rejected. 

After  some  remsrks  by  Messrs.  JARVIS,  ADAMS» 
PEARCE  of  Rhode  Island,  and  SUTHERLAND, 

Mr.  McKIM  moved  the  previous  question. 

.Mr.  WARDWELL  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  89,  nays  63. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


1513 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1514 


jAjr.  30,  1837.] 


Ebenezer  Brud^JboUiion  of  Slaoery. 
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EBENEZER  BREED. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebekiezer  Breed  wai  then 
Uken  up  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moTed  to  \%y  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  HAWES  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  PATTON  said,  as  this  vote  would  be  the  settling 
of  an  important  principle,  be  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 
Lost. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered,  and  were: 
Teas  60,  nays  90. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  a  call  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  PATTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this 
motion;  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Teas  60,  nays 
94. 

So  the  House  refused  to  order  the  call. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  CAVE  JOHNSON, 
PHILLIPS,  LAWRENCE,  PARKER,  and  HOAR, 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  moved  the  previous  question 
which  was  seconded:  Yeas  88,  nays  36. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  then  moved  an  adjournment. 
Lost. 

Mr.  GRAVES  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  order- 
ing^ the  main  question.  Lost. 

Mr.  PARKS  then  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  and  on 
that  motion  called  for  (be  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  not 
ordered;  and  the  motion  for  the  call  was  lost. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill;  which  were  ordered,  and 
were:  Yeas  85,  nays  59. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

After  transacting  some  other  business, 

The  House  adjourned. 

MOSDAT,  Jaxuaet  30. 

The  House  met  at  eleven  o'clock,  pursuant  to  the  or- 
der of  Saturday  last;  and  there  being  no  quorum  present, 

Mr.  HOWELL  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

On  that  motion  Mr.  GRANGER  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  ST, 
nays  SS. 

So  the  call  was  ordered. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  having,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS, 
ascertained  that  a  quorum  was  present,  the  House,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  C.  ALLAN,  suspended  all  further  pro- 
ceedings on  the  call,  and  the  journal  of  Saturday  was 
then  read. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  then  called  for  in  the 
order  of  States  and  Territories. 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  he  had  in  his  possession  a  num- 
ber of  petitions  in  relation  to  slavery — ^some  praying  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  some 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Territories;  some  for 
tbe  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  internal  coasting  slave- 
trade;  and  some  for  the  prohibition  of  the  eiportation  of 
slaves  to  Texas,  or  to  tbe  dominions  of  any  foreign  Pow- 
er. He  was  under  the  necessity  of  presenting  these  pe- 
titions separately  and  distinctly,  as  they  came  partly 
from  his  constituents  and  partly  from  people  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  States.  He  asked  leave  to  address 
the  House  on  the  right  of  the  petitioners  to  have  their 
petitions  read.  He  wished  that  the  request  might  be  en- 
tered on  the  journals,  and  that  he  might  have  tbe  yeas 
snd  nsys  upon  it. 

Ohjections  were  made,  and  Mr.  ANTHONY  raised 
the  question  whether  it  was  in  order  to  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  a  matter  of  this  kind;  and  whether,  if  they 


w^re  granted,  they  would  not  be  granted  as  matter  of 
coiirtesy,  and  not  of  right. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Mauachu- 
setts  could  obtain  his  object  by  submitting  a  motion  to 
wspend  tbe  rule. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  it  was  immaterial  to  him  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  he  effected  his  object.  He  therefore 
submitted  his  request  or  motion;  upon  which  motion  the 
yeas  and  nsys  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were : 
Yeas  44,  nays  124. 

So  tbe  House  would  not  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  AI^AMS  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Young 
Men's  Abolition  Society  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, remonstrating  against  the  recognition  of  Texas. 
Mr.  A.  moved  that  it  be  read,  and  called  for  tbe  yeas 
and  nays  on  thtt  motion. 

Mr.  JAR  VIS  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table.  ^ 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  would  have  no  hesiution  to 
do  so,  under  the  rule  of  tbe  House,  if  it  should  appear 
that  the  memorial  contained  any  reference  to  tbe  sub- 
ject of  slavery.  He  then  (having  looked  into  the  memo- 
rial) pronounced  it  to  contain  allusions  to  the  subject  of 
slavery,  and  that  it  must  therefore  be  laid  on  the  table, 
without  being  read. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  appealed  against  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  and  contended  that  when  petitions  were  be- 
fore the  House,  the  member  presenting  had  the  right  to 
read  them;  the  Chair  had  decided  against  this  right; 
sgainst  this  decision  he  now  appealed.  Mr.  A.  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  appeal. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  that,  by  the  rule  of  tbe  House, 
every  petition  making  reference  to  the  subject  of  slavery 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  Uble.  He  had  looked  into 
this  petition,  and  was  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  it  did 
relate  to  the  subject  of  slavery. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  deny  it.  [Cries  of  •«  order!'*  *•  or- 
der!"] 

The  SPEAKER sUted  tbe  question  before  the  House, 
nameUr:  it  bad  been  decided  by  the  Chair  that  this  peti- 
tion  falls  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  by  which  it 
should  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table;  such  was  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair.  Against  this  decision  an  appeal  had 
betn  made;  and,  further,  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been 
called  for. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  here  rose  and  demanded,  before  he 
could  vote  on  the  question,  that  the  petition  should  be 
read. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  moved  to  lay  the  petition,  the  ap- 
peal, and  the  whole  subject,  on  the  table;  which  motion, 
after  some  remarks  by  Mr.  LAWLER,  was  \iithdrawn, 
and  the  petition  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table;  on  which  question  tbe  yeas  and  nuys  were  or- 
dered, and  were:  Yeas  131,  nays  62. 

So  tbe  whole  subject,  both  the  memorial  and  appeal, 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  presented,  in  succession,  thirteen 
or  fourteen  additional  memorials  snd  petitions,  on  the 
same  subject,  praying  against  the  coasting  sisve  trsde, 
the  exporUtion  of  slaves  to  Texas,  &c.  Each  petition 
was  immediately,  under  the  rule,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

For  esch  petition  Mr.  A.  moved  a  reading;  which, 
under  the  rule,  was  refused  by  the  Chair;  and  against 
each  deciaion  of  tbe  Chair  Mr.  A.  appealed  to  the 
House. 

In  each  case  Mr.  CUSHMAN  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table;  and  in  thia  manner  the  whole  batch 
of  petitions  was  summarily  and  speedily  disposed  of. 

A  memorial  of  certain  citizens  of  Kentucky,  in  favor 
of  aid  and  support  being  extended  to  the  Colonization 
Society,  being  presented  by  Mr.  Calboov,  Mr.  ADAMS 
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moved  that  the  memorial  be  read;  which  haviii][^  beeo 
done,  Mr.  A  made  some  remarkt  in  the  view  that,  at 
this  memorial  related  to  slavery,  it  should  meet  with  the 
same  treatment  which  his  own  petitions  had.  Mr.  A. 
moved,  therefore,  that  the  memorial  be  laid  on  the  table. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  MERCER  in  favor  of 
the  petition,  the  motion  was  put,  and  lost  by  a  great  ma- 
jority against  it. 

The  petition,  therefore,  was  received,  and  lies  over. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  the  recep- 
tion of  memorials  and  resolutions  proposing  inquiry,  till 
the  House  adjourned. 

TVISDAT,  Jahvakt  31. 
Mr.  Altokd,  member  elect  from  the  State  of  Georgia, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

FREEDOM  OF  ELECTIONS. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was  the 
motion,  heretofore  made  by  Mr.  Bbll,  of  Tennessee, 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tions. 

Mr.  BELL  then  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks 
in  illustration  of  the  objeds  of  the  bill,  and  urging  the 
necessity  of  action  upon  it.  [Mr.  B's  speech,  entire,  will 
be  found  in  preceding  pages.] 

Mr.  B.  having  concluded  his  remark*, 

Mr.  GRAVES  obtained  the  floor;  «hen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELEN6,  the  House  passed 
to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  inquired  whether  the  business 
first  in  order  was  not  the  motion  and  resolution  pending 
on  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  on 
the  subject  of  our  relations  with  Mexico  and  the  condi- 
tion of  Texas. 

The  SPEAKER  aaid  that,  after  engrossed  bills,  fcc. 
on  the  table  were  disposed  of,  that  subject  would  be 
first  in  order. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to 
g(i  into  committre  on  certain  appropriation  bills;  which 
motion  prevailed. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  CaAie,  of  Vir- 
ginia, in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  current  expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  and 
for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  the  various  Indian 
tribes,  for  the  year  1837. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  explained  that  this  bill  was  es- 
sentially d>iferent»  in  form,  to  the  bill  of  the  last  year. 
l*hat  bill  consisted  of  twenty-seven  pages,  and  embraced 
every  minute  stipulation  for  and  every  trifling  article  tf 
expenditure.  At  that  rate,  the  bill  woukl  soon  reach  to  a 
hundred  pages.  The  department  had  sent  in  a  statement 
embracing  all  things  required,  which  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
bles of  members,  and  a  simple  provision  for  each  tribe 
was  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  strike  out  from  the 
21st  and  22d  lines  the  words  *'  the  same  act."  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting an  appropriation  of  $701,676  for  removal  and 
subsistence  of  Creek  Indians,  under  the  treaty  of  24th 
March,  1832;  for  the  subsistence  of  the  females  of  t»ar- 
riors  in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  for  purchase  of 
articles  of  defence  and  clothing,  &c. 

Afttr  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  GARLAND  of 
Louisiana,  EVERETT,  CAMBRELENG,  A.  H.  SHEP. 
PERO,  PARKER,  and  UOLSEY,  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  an  amendment,  embra- 
cing a  number  of  additional  it<  ms  for  various  Indian  tribes; 
which  was  sgreed  to. 


Mr.  ASHLEY  nu>ved  an  amendment  for  the  payment 
of  $1,610  for  services  performed  under  the  superintend- 
ent of  Indian  affairs  at  St.  Louis. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  ASHLEY,  CAM- 
BRELENG, and  HARRISON,  the  amendment  waa 
adopted. 

Mr.  G  HOLS  ON  offered  an  amendment  making  an  ap- 
propriation  of  $50,000  for  compensation  to  citi^ena  of 
Mississippi  who  have  lost  their  improvements  under 
the  treaty  of  Danoing  Rabbit  Crecki  which  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  that,  as  this  bill  opened  the  whot« 
policy  of  Indian  appropriations,  and  as  he  proposed  to 
submit  his  remarks  to  the  committee,  he  would  either 
proceed  now,  or  move  an  a<youmment,  as  the  House 
might  think  proper. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  suggested  to  Mr.  CusHiire  that 
he  should  permit  the  bill  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 
He  could  then  move  an  adjournment,  and  claim  tlte  floor 
when  the  bill  came  up  before  the  House. 

Mr.  GUSHING  consented,  and  the  bill  was  laid  aside. 

LAND  OFFICE  IN  LOUISIANA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  the  oom- 
mittee  took  up  the  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land 
office  in  the  SUte  of  Louisiana i  and  no  amendaaent  hav- 
ing been  oflTered  thereto. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  committee 
rose,  and  reported  both  the  bills  to  the  House. 

The  question  being  on  ooncurrinj^  with  the  committee 
in  their  amendments  to  the  Indian  appropriation  bill* 

Mr.  GUSHING  moved  that  the  House  adjourn;  but 
withdrew  the  motion,  to  enable 

The  SPEAKER  to  present  a  commaDicatton  frem  the 
Secretary  of  Wart  after  which. 

The  House  adjourned. 

Wednbsdat,  FiaauAXT  1. 
WESTERN  INDIANS. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  from  the  Committee  on  Indisn  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  security  and  pro- 
tection of  the  emigrant  and  oiher  Indians  west  of  Mis- 
souri and  Arkansas.  Read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  E.  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  this  bill 
before  the  House  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  as  it  waa 
a  very  important  measure,  for  the  purpose  of  its  being 
acted  upon  at  the  present  session.  He  did  not  wish  to 
interfere  with  the  appropriation  billsi  and  he  would, 
therefore,  name  a  day,  before  which  it  was  possible 
those  bills  Wf>uld  be  passed.  He  accordingly  gave  no- 
tice that  he  should  call  up  the  above  bill  for  considera- 
tion on  this  day  fortnight. 

FREEDOM  OF  ELECTIONS. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was  the 
motion,  submitted  heretofore  by  Mr.  Bxll,  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections. 

Mr.  GRAVES,  who  wss  entitled  to  the  floor,  rose  and 
addressed  the  House  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  highly  distins[uished  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bxll,]  whom  it  is  my  lot  to  fol- 
low, in  the  speech  with  which  he  has  just  favored  the 
House,  in  support  of  his  motion  for  leave  to  introduce 
this  bill,  has  not  only  shown  a  degree  of  research  and 
preparation  highly  creditable  to  himself,  and  very  edify- 
ing to  the  House,  but  has  displayed  a  high  order  of  abil- 
ty,  to  which  it  is  the  fortune  of  but  few  ever  to  attain. 
And  I  sm  not  u  nap  prized  that  it  is  bad  taate  for  me  to 
follow  in  this  debate,  with  the  crude  remarks  which  I 
propose  to  submit.  I  had  not  determined  to  say  a  single 
word,  until  just  before  the  honorable  gentleman  conclu- 
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ded  his  reimrkst  and  I  sbtll  have  to  rely  mainly  on  the 
Impulse  of  the  moment  for  what  1  may  diance  to  say. 

It  would  be  premature  at  this  stage  of  the  bill  to  dis- 
cuss its  details.  1  will  not  undertake  to  say  they  are 
perfect,  or  wherein  they  might  be  amended,  at  this 
time.  I  do  not  stand  committed  for  or  against  any  sin- 
gle provision  as  it  now  stands,  and  shall  be  happy  to  see 
adopted  as  many  amendments  as  are  calculated  more 
perfectly  to  secure  the  great  objects  of  the  bill.  This 
b  a  very  important  sob  jeer,  and  I  grant  you  it  is  as  deli- 
cate as  It  is  important  I  and  1  hope,  at  the  proper  stage, 
the  details  of  this  bill  will  be  investigated  and  scrutini- 
zed with  all  that  care  and  attention  which  the  solemn 
Importance  of  the  subject  so  imperiously  demands.  For 
the  present  I  shall  only  attempt  to  demonstrate  that  the 
ruinous  evils  enumerated  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill  do 
exist  in  a  degree  that  threatens  the  overthrow  of  our 
free  institutions,  and  briefly  to  urge  upon  the  House  the 
most  obvious  necessity  of  immediate  and  efficient  action 
upon  the  subject. 

Wherever  the  principles  of  civil  liberty  have  been 
well  understood,  this  has  been  thought  a  subject  of  the 
most  vital  importance;  and  the  severest  penalties  have 
been  provided  against  officers  of  Government  bringing 
to  bear  any  sort  of  influence  upon  elections.  Whenever 
the  right  of  electing  law-makers  has  been  well  secured 
to  the  citizen,  that  right  has  been  protected  and  guard- 
ed by  legislative  enactmentu,  ao  as  to  render  the  choice 
of  the  people  at  the  polls  free  from  all  official  control. 
For  nothing  could  be  a  greater  absurdity  than  for  a  Govern- 
ment to  guaranty  to  its  citizens  the  right  to  vote  in  choos- 
ing their  rulers,  and  countenance  the  interference  of 
any  power  whatever  which  is  calculated  iii  any  degree 
to  interfere  with  or  infringe  upon  the  free  exercise  of 
that  right.  In  Great  Britain,  the  country  from  which 
we  derive  many  of  our  notions  of  free  government, 
where  but  one  of  the  thrte  departments  of  the  law- 
naking  power  is  elective,  the  most  effective  safeguards 
are  thrown  around  the  citizen  at  the  polls,  so  as  to  ren- 
der h'm  as  perfectly  free  as  it  is  possible  to  render  him. 
As  early  as  1691  that  Government  was  seen  providing 
heavy  penalties  against  officers  of  Government  attempt- 
ing to  exercise  influence  in  elections.  And  the  same 
course  of  legislstion  hss  been  followed  up  by  Parliament 
to  the  year  1809,  when  the  fine  for  such  interference 
was  increased  to  £S00,  and  many  other  disqualifica- 
tions. 

in  1801  the  attention  of  Mr.  Jefferson  was  called  to 
this  subject,  and,  in  a  letter  to  Governor  McKean,  he 
uses  the  following  language:  '*  One  thing  I  will  say  as 
to  the  future  interference  with  elections,  whether  of 
State  or  General  Government,  by  officers  of  the  latter, 
ahould  be  deemed  cause  of  removal,  because  the  con- 
stitutional remedy  by  the  elective  f ranch  se  l>eeome8 
nothing  if  it  may  be  smothered  by  the  enormous  patron- 
age of  the  Federal  Government."  If  the  patronage  of 
the  Federal  Government  was  so  enormous  in  1801,  when 
its  annual  expenses  w«-re  comparatively  small,  as  to  set 
et  naught  the  elective  franchise,  how  great  must  be 
the  danger  now  that  the  annual  expensi  s  are  between 
30,000,000  and  40,000,000  dollars,  and  the  number  of 
federal  officers  multiplied  in  about  the  same  popor- 
tion? 

Again,  in  1829,  the  attention  of  this  nation  was  called 
to  this  subject,  in  the  most  solemn  manner^  by  General 
Jackson,  in  his  first  inaugural  address,  in  which  he  em- 
ploys the  following  language:  '*l*he  recent  demonstra- 
tions of  public  sentiment  inscribe  on  the  list  of  executive 
duties,  in  characters  too  legible  to  be  overlooked,  the 
task  of  refovmi  which  will  require,  particularly,  the 
correction  of  abuses  that  have  brought  the  patronage  of 
the  Federal  Government  into  conflict  with  the  freedom 
of  elections."    Anterior  to  this  period  we  bad  bad  six 


administrations,  embrscing  a  period  of  just  forty  yearsi 
and,  from  what  I  understand  to  be  an  authentic  account, 
I  hsve  learned  during  that  period  but  seventy-four  offi- 
cers were  turned  out  of  office^  of  which  number  nine 
instances,  I  think,  occurred  in  the  administration  which 
immediately  preceded  that  of  General  Jackson.  And 
although  this  nation  has  no  evidence  that  a  single  one  of 
those  seventy-four  officers  was  turned  out  for  opinion's 
sake,  yet  General  Jackson,  apprehending  that  such 
might  have  been  the  case,  and  looking  upon  such  an 
exercise  of  power  with  all  that  horror  which  it  is  csl- 
culated  so  naturally  to  excite  in  the  bosom  of  every 
patriot,  deemed  it  his  duty  to  bring  the  subject  before 
the  country  in  this  solemn  form.  This  was  the  pre- 
cept of  President  Jacks  m  when  first  eleetedt  but,  in- 
credible to  lell,  in  the  first  term  of  his  sdministra- 
tion,  be  hurled  from  office  between  nine  hundred  and 
one  thoussnd  uflleers$  and  from  that  time  up  to  this 
his  course  upon  this  subject  has  been  onward,  crush- 
ing as  it  were  every  thing  like  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tions with  the  one  hundred  thousand  officers  under  his 
control.  He,  by  the  exercise  of  this  power,  not  only 
makes  the  officers  slaves  to  his  power,  but  also  consti- 
tutes them  so  many  efficient  instruments  in  his  hands  to 
bring  to  bear  the  fullest  extent  of  their  inflaence  upon 
all  over  whom  they  can  exercise  any  control,  at  the  risk 
of  being  proscribed  and  hurled  from  office.  Sir,  to  wit- 
ness the  deleterious  and  demoralizing  effects  of  this 
monstrous  practice  is  humiliating  in  the  extreme,  and 
threatens  the  most  disastrous  consequences  to  the  coun- 
try. Whether  we  live  in  the  £ast,  the  West,  the  North, 
or  the  South,  we  need  only  to  look  around  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  our  own  residence,  and  we  see  daily  this  influence 
of  federal  officers  brought  to  bear  on  the  freedom  of 
our  elections.  In  every  county  caucus,  or  State  or  na- 
tional convention,  we  see  the  office-holders  not  only  the 
prime  movers,  but  most  generally  themselves  constituting 
two  thirds  of  the  conventions.  I  will  instance  the  single 
case  of  the  great  democratic  State  convention  in  Ohio, 
which  assembled  at  Columbus  on  the  8(h  of  January, 
1834,  for  the  purpose,  amongst  other  party  serviced,  to 
nominate  delegates  to  the  Baltimore  convention;  then, 
from  a  published  account  of  the  nsmes  qf  the  different 
officers  and  the  offices  they  respectively  filled,  it  ap. 
pears,  of  the  one  hundred  and  seventeen  membfrs  at- 
tending, one  hundred  and  six  were  officers;  and  out  of 
the  nineteen  congressional  committees  sppointed  by  (hat 
convention  for  the  State  of  Ohio,  consisting  of  fifcy-two 
members,  thirty  were  office-holders.  I  hsve  no  doubt, 
if  the  subject  were  looked  into,  quite  as  large  a  propor- 
tion of  office  holders  would  be  found  in  the  numberless 
public  meetings  of  this  sort,  which  we  constantly  witness 
in  the  various  other  sections  of  this  country. 

Now,  when  it  is  recollected  that  more  than  one  twen- 
tieth of  all  our  voters  are,  in  effect,  office-holders  of  the 
Federal  Government,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  upon 
the  tupposition  that  there  are  one  hundred  thousand 
office-holders,  which  includes  I  suppose,  all  persons  re- 
ceiving a  direct  emolument  from  the  Government,  we 
msy  readily  have  a  view  of  the  tremendous  power  which 
a  President  may  wield  by  executive  power;  having,  upon 
an  average  throughout  the  country,  in  every  twenty  vo- 
ters one  who  is  dependent  upon  him  for  the  bread  upon 
which  his  wife  and  children  have  to  depend  for  subsist- 
ence, and  who  knows  the  only  reliance  for  the  continued 
(avor  of  his  Government  is  his  unceasing  psrty  services. 
Sir,  under  the  practical  operation  of  the  present  psrty 
discipline,  the  President  has  not  only  all  the  office-hold- 
ers complete  slaves  to  his  power,  but  he  also  controls 
rather  an  indirect,  but  still  a  very  powerful,  influence 
over  all  the  relations  and  friends  of  the  office-holder; 
and  be  exercises,  if  possible,  a  still  more  powerful  influ- 
ence by  operating  upon  the  hopes  of  the  numberleia 
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hungry  applicantg  for  office,  outnumbering^,  by  two  or 
three  fold,  in  all  probtbility,  the  whole  number  of  offi- 
cers. In  Great-  Britain,  a  number  equal  to  one  tcventh 
part  of  all  the  voterH  in  the  kin|(dom  hold  office;  In  con- 
sequence of  which,  it  was  seen  ihere  that  a  corrupt  and 
profligate  King,  holding  the  appointments  to  and  remo- 
vals from  office  in  his  own  hands,  might  exercise  a  power 
over  the  vote  of  the  citizen  inconsistent  with  liberty.  To 
remedy  this  crying  evil,  every  lover  of  liberty  in  the 
kingfdom  set  about  the  work  of  reform,  not  by  words, 
but  acts,  and  provided  a  most  efTeetual  remedy,  which, 
as  was  shown  by  the  honorable  member  from  Tennessee, 
at  one  sweep  disfranchised  office-holders  to  the  number 
of  forty  thousand,  exceeding  one  seventh,  as  I  remark- 
ed, of  the  entire  voting  population  of  the  kingdom. 
And  such  were  the  indignant  ourmurs  in  Parliament 
from  all  sides,  both  whigs  and  tories,  when  Lord  North 
intimated  that  he  could  not  perceive  the  impropriety  of 
a  Government  officer  exercising  bis  personal  influence 
in  ejections,  that  the  distinguished  lord  could  scarcely 
proceed  with  his  remarks. 

Sir,  I  profess  myself  to  be  a  JefTersonian  democrat;  I 
am  for  depriving  no  free  white  citizen  of  a  vore;  I  look 
upon  it  as  a  most  sacred  prerogative;  but  I  am  not  for 
extending  it  to  slaves,  for  the  suffrage  of  a  slave  would 
only  be  the  reflected  will  of  his  master.  Extend  to  such 
a  population  this  high  privilege,  and  you  thereby  only 
increase  the  votes  of  the  master  to  the /ull  number  of 
slaves  under  his  power.  At  this  my  democracy  revolts; 
1  hold  that  the  poorest  and  humblest  peasant  at  the  bal- 
lot-box should  have  the  same  number  of  votes  and  the 
same  power  as  that  of  the  most  potent  nabob  in  the  land. 
The  great  beauty  in  our  system  is,  that  all  men  have 
equal  privileges,  and,  if  equally  honest,  should  be  equal- 
ly esteemed.  But  unwilling  as  I  am  to  restrict  the  right 
of  siiff'rage,  I  unhesitatingly  go  either  for  making  the 
whole  corps  of  official  slaves  free,  or  divest  them  of 
free  suffrage;  because  it  can  do  them  no  good,  and, 
under  the  control  of  a  bad  ma&ter,  may  do  the  country 
much  harm. 

Sir,  whether  useful  legislation  shall  grow  out  of  this 
subject  at  this  session,  or  not,  I,  for  one,  am  resolved  to 
stir  the  subject;  and  hackneyed  as  it  may  seem,  as  long 
as  I  retain  my  station  here,  be  the  consequences  what 
they  may,  I  will  never  cease  my  efTorts,  humble  and  un- 
availing as  they  may  prove,  until  some  remedy  shall  be 
provided.  For  unless  a  change  can  be  wrought  from 
the  present  state  of  things,  by  which  one  man,  by  the 
money  and  patronage  of  the  Governmen^  controls  half 
a  million  of  voters,  this  Government  has  no  charms  for 
me.  I  may  huve  in  my  nature  the  elenuenta  of  a  tyrant, 
but,  thank  God,  not  of  a  alave.  Sir,  I  am  opposed  to 
proscription  for  opinion's  sake,  under  any  aspect  in 
which  the  subject  can  be  presented,  and  against  the  sla- 
vish principle  I  swear  eternal  hatred,  and  wage  an  inter- 
minable war. 

No  candid  man,  unless  shamefully  ignorant  of  the 
history  of  the  times,  can  drny  that  in  this,  the  only 
entirely  free  form  of  government  on  earth,  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  the  freeborn  citizens  are  enslaved  in  the 
most  Inexorable  bondtige  by  the  patronage  and  money  of 
the  Government. 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  patriot  to  stand  by  his  country 
in  this  hour  of  trial,  and  call  men  and  thinga  by  their 
proper  names.  I  denounce  that  roan  as  an  enemy  to  his 
country  and  its  constitution,  let  him  be  high  or  low,  in 
or  out  of  station,  who  will  either  himself  practise  or 
sanction  in  others  the  punishment,  by  means  of  Govern- 
ment power,  of  the  citizen  for  voting  at  the  polls  ac- 
cording to  his  own  free  choice. 

Csesar  said,  give  me  money,  and  I  will  buy  men;  give 
me  men,  and  I  will  conquer  the  world.  He  verified,  to 
the  entire  aatiBfaction  ot  the  world,  this  declaration.     In  i 


his  day,  when  there  was  lest  light  in  the  world,  he 
bought  men  with  money,  and  conquered  with  his  men 
in  the  bloody  field  of  battle.  In  our  day,  men  are 
bought  with  money,  and  their  masters  conquer  through 
the  ballot-box.  This  new  pass  to  conquest  I  am  for 
barring  against  every  slave,  and  throwing  open  to  every 
freeman. 

General  Jackson,  in  his  veto  to  the  land  bill,  said, 
<■  money  is  power.''  This  he  declared  to  the  world  as  his 
opinion,  and  I  believe  it  is  about  the  only  political  opin- 
ion which  he  hat  not  changed.  In  this  he  seems  to  have 
an  abiding  confidence;  and  he  has  not  only  g'ven  a  prac- 
tical illustration  of  his  belief  in  this  opinion,  but,  in  the 
late  canvass  for  the  presidency,  he  has  constrained  all  to 
admit  its  truth. 

General  Jackson,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  upon 
his  elevation  to  the  presidency,  said  to  him:  *<Now  is 
the  time  to  exterminate  that  monster  called  party  spirit." 
Would  to  God,  sir,  that  he  would  now  say  to  his  com- 
manding majority  In  both  Houses,  exterminate  this  mon- 
ster, liberate  the  hundred  thousand  whom  executive  pat- 
ronage and  power  have  bound  down  in  chains. 

Slavery  begets  meanness.  Who  has  not  beheld,  for 
the  last  eight  years,  with  grief  and  mortification,  the 
standard  of  public  morals  lowering  its  once  lofty  top, 
until  it  is  now  prostrate  in  the  dust?  Who  has  not  seen 
truth,  and  virtue,  and  patriotism,  all  that  is  beautiful  and 
lovely  in  the  land,  sinking,  decaying,  dying,  beneath  the 
onward  and  blighting  power  of  proscription? 

It  appears,  from  a  slip  which  I  cut  from  a  newspaper, 
which  purports  to  present  an  official  return  from  all  the 
States,  that  a  change  of  five  hundred  and  ninety  votes 
would  have  changed  the  result  of  the  late  presidential 
election  in  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Rhode 
Island,  and  Connecticut.  The  federal  officers  in  those 
States  would  much  exceed  this  number;  and  if  so,  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  surely,  did  not  receive  the  votes  of  a  major- 
ity of  the  free  voters  of  those  States.  And  can  any  gen- 
tleman seriously  contend  that  persons  holding  office, 
and,  consequently,  under  so  much  terror  of  ihe  Execu- 
tive of  these  United  States,  were  independent  voters  in 
the  late  presidential  election? 

I  do  not  deny  but  that  some  of  the  subordinate  officers 
of  the  Government  are  of  the  opposition,  but  I  hesitate 
not  to  give  it  as  the  result  of  my  deliberate  opinion  ttiat 
ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  of  the  offices  worth 
hsving  are  held  by  friends  of  the  administration,  unless 
under  peculiar  circumstances,  such  ss  in  some  instsnces 
I  have  known,  and  many  I  have  heard  of,  where  the  in- 
cumbent was  required  to  vote  for  the  Government  can- 
didate, and  allowed  the  poor  privilege  of  retaining  the 
name  of  a  member  of  the  opposition.  There  are  many 
little  cross-road  post  offices,  where  the  emoluments  are 
literally  nothing,  and  where  there  resides  but  one  fami- 
ly; and  in  such  cases,  I  suppose,  an  opposition  man  is  oc- 
casionally appointed  to  an  office. 

Gentlemen  have  solemnly  asaerted  on  this  floor  that  a 
majority — ^yea,  1  think  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Lanb]  said,  the  other^day,  a  large  majority-*of  the  office- 
holders under  this  administration  are  opposed  to  it;  rnd 
cited,  as  a  proof  of  the  assertion,  that  even  here^  in  this 
District,  a  large  majority  of  the  clerks  are  in  the  oppo- 
sition. Sir,  I  regret  to  hear  such  assertions  made  here, 
because  I  feel  myself  constrained  to  assert,  in  my  place, 
that  he  who  ventures  such  an  assertion  says  thai  which, 
in  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  it  is  impossible  be  could 
know  to  be  true;  for  1  will  venture  my  existence  that 
not  a  member  on  this  floor  knows  one  twentieth  part  of 
the  clerks  in  this  city  even  by  nsme,  much  less  their 
politics.  If  I  assert  that  to  be  true,  of  the  truth  of 
which,  in  the  nature  of  the  case)  I  could  not  know,  sure- 
ly I  state  that  which  is  substantially  untrue.  Sir,  the 
clerkships  in  this  District  are  much  sought  after,  for  the 
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officers  get  well  paid  for  all  tbey  do;  and,  without  pre- 
tending to  any  knowledge  on  this  subject  other  than 
what  I  infer  from  that  which  I  have  seen  and  known  to 
exist  elsewhere,  I  venture  to  say  that  not  one  out  of 
twenty,  if  indeed  there  be  one  out  of  the  whole  number, 
openly  acknowledges  he  is  opposed  to  the  adminis- 
tration. I  know,  sir,  in  confidential  conversations  with 
members  of  the  opposition,  they  sometimes  freely  unbo- 
som themselves,  and  think  as  badly,  and  speak  as  un- 
sparingly, of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  party  as  1  do, 
and  yet  say,  notwithstanding,  they  call  themselves  sup- 
porters  of  the  administration.  Sir,  what  I  speak  f  know, 
and  so  do  other  members  on  this  floor.  No,  sir;  tell  me 
not  that  the  clerks,  here  or  elsewhere,  in  the  employ- 
ment  of  this  Government,  even  if  they  disapprove  and 
condemn  both  the  men  and  measures  of  the  administra- 
tion, dare  express  it.  I  know  it  is  not  the  case,  but, 
upon  the  other  hand,  they  are  slaves,  and  fear  to  speak 
the  truth;  and  that  is  not  half:  their  innocent  daughters 
and  wives  are  also  afraid  to  speak  out  the  truth.  This  I 
have  witnessed,  and  never  before  did  I  behold  a  specta- 
cle that  filled  my  soul  with  so  much  disgust  and  loathing 
for  their  oppressors.  The  tendency  of  these  things  is 
disgraceful  to  the  enlightened  age  in  which  we  live. 
And,  sir,  I  appeal  to  your  party,  who  have  unlimited 
power,  in  both  branches  of  this  Congress,  to  come  for- 
ward, and  give  us  a  remedy  for  these  intolerable  griev- 
ances. I  invite  you  to  look  back  to  the  history  of  the 
revolution  of  parties  in  all  Governments  on  earth,  and 
say  whether  you  can  always  expect  to  keep  in  the  ascen- 
dency; whether  you  see  nothing  in  the  late  presidential 
canvass  which  should  produce  misgivings.  Do  you  not 
see,  with  all  of  General  Jackson's  unrivalled  popularity, 
and  the  $40,000,000  of  surplus  revenue,  you  were  uns- 
ble  to  carry  for  Mr.  Vsn  Buren  a  majority  of  the  votes 
actually  cast;  and  that  your  success  is  attributable  more 
to  the  weakness  of  their  adversaries,  growing  out  of  di- 
vision among  themselves,  than  to  your  own  strength' 
Now«  that  you  must  soon  psrt  with  these  two  mainstays 
of  your  party,  Jackson  and  the  money,  had  you  not  bet- 
ter agree  on  terms  before  another  contest' 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  think  I  fully  understand  the  confident, 
ardent,  and  perhaps  the  too  sanguine  character  of  my 
own  organization.  But,  after  making  all  due  allowance 
for  it,  1  feel  the  mo«t  encouraging  confidence  that  all  is 
not  yet  gone,  but  that  the  elements  of  a  successful  resist- 
ance are  yet  in  full  and  vigorous  existence  in  this  coun- 
try; that  it  requires  the  happening  of  no  future  event, 
out  of  which  new  parties  are  to  be  formed,  before  suc- 
cessful resistance  can  be  made.  What  proof  need  I  ad- 
duce in  support  of  this  opinion,  other  than  the  result  of 
the  late  presidential  election,  and  the  circumstances  at- 
tending it?  True,  there  exist  some  diflTerences  on  subor- 
dinate points  in  the  g^eat  whig  party  who  opposed  Mr. 
Van  Buren;  but  these  diflTerences  are  mainly  upon  gone- 
by  and  now  settled  questions.  And  but  one  principle 
in  the  late  canvass  animated  thst  party;  it  was  that  whig 
spirit  which  stood  up  for  our  free  constitution  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  ruthless  march  of  spoils  and  of  party.  We 
were  divided  in  opinion,  sir,  in  different  portions  of  the 
Union,  as  to  the  most  available  opposition  candidate 
opon  whom  to  unite;  the  consequence  was,  a  want  of 
that  inspiring  confidence  of  success  which  is  ever  indis- 
pensable to  bring  the  voters  to  the  polls.  The  people, 
however,  seeing  no  possible  chance  to  elect  at  the  polls 
either  of*  the  opposition  candidates,  attended  the  elec- 
tions barely  as  a  sort  of  homage  to  the  constitution;  many 
thousands,  however,  failed  to  come  out  through  de- 
spondency. Notwithstanding  all  these  disadvantages,  Mr. 
Tan  Buren  failed  to  receive,  by  several  thousand,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  actually  given.  If  then,  sir,  with  all 
the  popularity  of  tieneral  Jackson,  all  the  patronage 
of  this  Gr>vernroent,  growing  out  of  appropriations  run 
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up  last  year,  in  my  opinion,  specifically  in  reference 
to  the  then  pending  presidential  election,  to  exceeding 
f3  8, 000, 000,  three-fold  as  much  ss  the  average  annual 
appropriations  of  any  previous  administration  m  time  of 
peace,  together  with  $40,000,000  of  surplus  revenue, 
with  which  to  buy  up  the  inflaence  of  all  the  venal  banks 
in  the  country,  Mr.  Vsn  Buren  failed  to  get  a  majority 
of  the  votes  cast,  I  ask  every  candid  mind,  does  it  not 
speak  voUjmes  for  the  purity  of  the  people;  and  is  it 
not  conclusive  proof  to  the  opposition  that  the  elements 
of  a  successful  resistance  to  the  prineiples  of  spoils  and 
plunder  are  with  us;  that  we  should  wait  for  the  hap- 
pening of  no  future  event,  out  of  which  new  parties  are 
to  be  formed,  but  fight  onf  Let  the  watchword  with 
every  patriot  be  victory  or  death ! 

Friends  of  the  opposition,  if,  in  selecting  a  candidate 
under  whose  banner  We  are  to  rally  In  future,  there 
be  an  unworthy  member  among  us,  whose  sttachment 
to  any  particular  noan,  or  whose  personal  views,  will 
cause  him  to  stand  out  against  the  choice  of  a  msjor* 
ity  of  our  friends,  let  him  retire  from  our  ranks,  and 
take  a  station  among  those  whose  souls  are  more  conge- 
nial with  his  own;  he  is  not  worthy  of  a  station  in  the 
ranks  of  those  who  are  now  fighting  the  battles  of  the 
constitution  against  corruption  and  bribery.  We  fight 
not  for  office,  nor  place,  nor  merely  for  the  sake  of  am- 
bition and  victory;  but  for  the  restoration  of  those  con- 
stitutional principles  for  which  our  fathers  fought  through 
the  Revolution  of  Y6.  He  smongst  us  who  fights  for  a 
less  worthy  motive  is  not  entitled  to  a  station  amongst 
us.  Whether  in  great  political  struggles,  or  on  the 
bloody  battle  field,  oppressors  cannot  compete  with 
equal  numbers  of  the  oppressed.  Sir,  the  slaves  of  a 
tyrant's  power  were  taught  by  the  oppressed,  on  the 
field  of  San  Jacinto,  the  toWy  of  attempting  to  subjugate 
those  whose  heaKs  were  imbued  with  the  principles  of 
freemen;  and  I  now  warn  the  advocates  of  party  and 
spoils  to  profit  by  the  exsmple. 

Under  the  fullest  conviction  of  the  utter  indefensibili- 
ty of  proscription,  the  most  despicable  of  all  political 
heresies,  gentlemen  of  the  administration  attempt  to  jus- 
tify themselves,  not  upon  principle,  by  alleging  that  the 
opposition,  if  in  their  situation,  would  set  as  they  do. 
This,  sir,  I  humbly  trust,  would  never  be  the  case;  but 
if  it  were,  surely  it  would  not  render  right  that  which  It 
in  and  of  itself  so  utterly  wrong. 

Sir,  I  admit  that  in  some  of  the  State  Governments, 
where  the  opponents  of  this  administration  have  gained 
the  ascendency,  they  have,  to  some  partial  extent,  turn- 
ed out  of  office  their  political  opponents.  This,  sir,  I 
admit  to  have  been  wrong  in  them,  and  1  never  will  at- 
tempt to  justify  it,  whether  practised  by  friends  or  ene« 
mies.  If,  however,  any  measure  which  in  itself  is  wrong 
could  possibly  be  excused,  surely  there  is  the  best  sort 
of  apology  for  this  impropriety  in  those  States  where 
the  enemies  of  the  administration  have  been  ground  into 
the  dust  by  federal  power,  and  been  swept  en  masse 
from  every  office  of  the  Federal  Government.  It  seems 
to  be  a  natural  impulse  of  our  nation  when  stricken  to 
strike  back,  when  oppressed  to  resist  oppression;  and 
when  it  is  conducted  upon  the  principles  of  '*  spoils  and 
plunder,"  the  aavage  mode  of  warfare,  where  neither 
sex,  ag^,  nor  condition,  is  spared,  it  would  be  more  than 
human,  when  pressed  to  the  last  extreme  of  desperation, 
not  to  carry  the  war  into  the  territory  of  the  enemy,  and 
even  to  use,  in  a  spirit  of  revenue  upon  the  oppressor?, 
their  own  savage  weapons;  and  as  wrong  as  this  may 
seem  in  our  judgment  upon  principle,  so  long  as  frail 
human  nature  remains  what  it  is,  it  will  to  some  extent 
be  observed. 

But,  sir,  such  policy  is  at  war  with  every  principle  of 
the  constitution,  and  no  true-hearted  whig,  who  under- 
stands the  principles  of  his  party,  will  ever  approve  this 
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•8  •  correct  rule  of  action.*  Sir,  when  I  say  whig,  I  mean 
every  man,  to  whatever  minor  division  he  may  belong, 
who  stands  up  for  the  country  and  the  principles  of  our 
constitution  against  the  lawless  assaults  which  this  ad- 
ministration is  committing  upon  all  the  dearest  and  most 
vital  principles  of  free  Government;  and  he  who  fights 
for  spoils  and  plunder  in  our  ranks  is  unworthy  of  his 
station,  and  should  take  his  stand  in  the  ranks  of  those 
whose  hearti  are  more  congenial  with  his  own. 

There  is  not  an  office-holder  in  this  Government  to- 
ward whom  I  have  one  unkind  feeling,  and  I  regret  that 
public  duty  requires  of  me  to  allude  to  the  case  of  any 
individual,  particularly,  in  my  own  region  of  country. 
As  this  subject  has  been  voluntarily  obtruded  upon  the 
notice  of  the  House  by  those  who  have,  in  debate  here, 
assumed  to  take  upon  themselves  the  defence  of  this  ad- 
ministration, I,  as  a  representative  of  the  people,  do  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  consult  my  inclinations  when  opposed 
to  my  convictions  of  duty.  In  Kentucky  there  are  in- 
stances where  appointments  to  office  under  this  adminis- 
tration have  been  conferred  on  the  most  irresponsible 
characters,  over  the  heads  of  the  best  citizens.  In  my 
own  district,  the  office  of  postmaster  was  conferred  upon 
an  individual  who,  though  he  had  lived  in  the  county  for 
twelve  or  fifteen  years,  where  he  has  from  eight  hun- 
dred to  a  thousand  political  friends,  could  not  procure  a 
single  individual  who  would  go  his  security  for  paying 
over  to  the  Government  the  proceeds  of  the  office.  Sir, 
he  had  been  notoriously  and  utterly  insolvent  for  the  last 
ten  years;  and  yet  he  held  the  office  for  about  six 
months;  and  at  last,  when  he  could  not  procure  security, 
and  was  apprized  he  could  not  longer  keep  it  without 
security,  he  very  civilly  did  what  every  man  that  I  ever 
heard  speak  of  the  subject  predicted  he  would  do  when 
dismissed:  he  kept  whatever  had  not  been  drawn  out 
of  his  hands;  which  the  Postmaster  General  informed  me 
in  an  official  communication  but  the  other  day.  The 
sum  waa  small;  it  amounted  but  to  eighty-six  dollars  and 
ninety  cents.  This  is  truly  a  very  inconsiderable  amount, 
but  it  answers  to  illustrate  the  degrading  tendency  of 
the  policy  of  this  administration.  In  another  instance, 
the  office  of  postmaster  in  a  very  respectable  village  was 
conferred  on  a  man  that  had  not  credit  to  hire  a  horse 
to  ride  to  his  wedding,  and  waa  compelled  to  make  the 
trip  on  foot.  Sir,  under  such  policy  as  has  characterized 
this  administration,  corruptions  as  naturally  grow  up  as 
floes  vegetation  spring  forth  in  the  spring.  They  im- 
periously demand  some  remedy. 

The  most  eztruvagfant  and  high-wrought  eulogies  have 
been  poured  forth  by  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  on  Gen- 
eral Jackson  and  his  administration;  and,  in  a  tone  ap- 
proaching defiance,  we  are  told,  with  all  the  solemnity 
for  which  the  style  of  the  venerable  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  is  so  remarkable,  that  General  Jackson  is  not 
surpassed  by  Washington  in  the  field,  and  Jefiferson  in 
the  cabinet.  He  said,  wo  be  to  that  man  whose  name 
shall  be  found  on  the  page  of  his  country's  history  as  the 
accuser  of  Andrew  Jackson!  Sir,  it  was  not  my  plessure 
that  this  subject  should  have  been  brought  up  upon  this 
occasion;  but,  as  it  has  been  brought  before  the  country, 
1  am  not  the  man  to  shrink  from  the  responsibility  of 
speaking  what  I  think  is  the  truth  of  any  man;  and,  sir, 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  import  of  what  I  am  about 
to  utter,  and  with  the  greatest  possible  deliberation,  I 
say  that,  if  I  were  vain  enough  to  suppose  my  name 
would  ever  be  handed  down  to  posterity  as  the  friend 
and  defender  of  the  liberties  of  my  couhtry,  there  is  no 
page  of  history  which  I  should  so  much  desire  to  occupy 
as  that  of  pronouncing  upon  this  floor,  as  an  American 
Congressman,  in  the  noontide  of  General  Jackson's  ad- 
ministration, that  he  has  done  more,  in  the  short  space 
of  eight  years,  to  lower  the  standard  of  public  morals, 
to  corrupt  the  source  of  all  legitimate  pqwer,  and  8ub« 


vert  the  principles  of  civil  liberty,  without  the  spilling 
of  blood,  than  any  one  man  who  has  ever  lived. 

Sir,  this  Government  is,  to  every  practical  purpose, 
thoroughly  revolutionized.  All  power  is  in  the  execu- 
tive department.  We  have  nothing  but  the  forms  of  a 
free  government  left.  But  I  ffel  encouraged,  from  the 
late  presidential  election,  to  believe  there  is  virtue  and 
intelligence  enough  in  the  people  to  reinvigorate  with 
new  life  that  skeleton  of  the  only  free  form  of  govern- 
ment on  earth. 

I  will  not,  for  a  moment,  allow  myself  to  doubt  that 
all  is  yet  safe,  if  we  but  emulate  the  example  of  our  fa* 
thers  who  bequeathed  to  us,  at  the  price  of  much  blood, 
this  our  beloved  form  of  government. 

There  is  no  one  cause  which  will  more  certainly  pro- 
duce its  specific  effect,  than  that  the  proscripttve  policy  of 
this  administration,  the  turning  out  of  office  the  incum- 
bent for  daring  to  vote  according  to  his  own  free  will, 
the  punishment  of  the  citizen  for  opinion's  sake,  unless 
arrested,  must  soon  render  this  the  corruptest  Govern- 
ment on  earth.  Human  nature  is  the  same  all  over  the 
earth,  and  ia  subject  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  same 
causes,  whether  in  a  free  or  despotic  Government.  Yoa 
will  find  most  of  vice  and  corruption  where  there  ia 
most  inducement  to  lead  to  crime,  and  least  to  deter 
from  its  commission.  And  let  it  not  be  supposed,  be* 
cause  we  have  the  only  truly  free  and  republican  form 
of  government  on  earth,  that  our  citizena  are  incorrupt- 
ible. Once  establish  it  as  the  constitutional  doctrine  that 
your  President  has  the  power  to  remove  for  opinion'! 
sake,  and  let  public  sentiment  sanction  it,  and  then  give 
him  what  General  Jackson  had  in  the  late  presidential 
canvass,  one  hundred  thousand  offices  at  his  disposal, 
with  thirty  odd  millions  of  appropriations  to  expend,  and 
forty  millions  of  surplus  revenue  in  his  hands,  and  if  he 
do  not  dictate  and  appoint  his  successor,  it  will  be  be- 
cause he  is  a  Washington,  and  not  a  Jackson.  Thank 
God,  these  principles  are  not  yet  sanctioned  by  the  peo- 
ple of  these  United  States;  but  whenever  they  are,  I  now 
proclaim  it,  that,  believing  such  a  Government  not  worth 
preserving,  I  will  be  for  revolution;  yes,  sir,  a  revolution 
purified  by  the  blood  of  every  traitor  who  dares  to  men- 
tion such  ruinous,  damning  principles. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  here,  on  this  floor,  that  General 
Jackson  should  have  swept  from  office  every  opponent. 
This  doctrine  for  a  while  was  too  chilling  for  this  me- 
ridian. It  first  made  its  appearance  at  a  dibtance,  in  a 
northern  clime;  an  ominoua  region,  I  fear;  it  was  thrown 
out  as  a  feeler,  first,  I  believe,  in  the  State  from  which 
the  President  elect  comes.  Now,  sir,  we  find  it  advoca- 
ted in  every  section  of  the  country,  and  acted  upon  as 
the  governing  rule  of  this  administration.  It  is  not  the 
doctrine  of  the  constitution;  and  no  man,  it  seems  to  me, 
can  believe  it  is.  Go,  sir,  to  the  framers,  the  authors  of 
the  constitution.  Go  to  that  great  man,  Jeflerson,  who 
drsughted  your  constitution,  and  what  do  you  learn? 
Without  one  exception,  the  language  of  all  who  have 
spoken  upon  the  subject  pronounces  this  to  be  an  uncon- 
stitutional power;  that  he  who,  as  President,  would  dare 
to  practise  it,  should  be  impesched  and  hurled  from  of- 
fice. Shall  1  insult  the  understanding  of  this  House  by 
stopping  to  prove  that  every  man  should  be  as  free  and 
as  unrestrained  in  the  natural  bent  of  his  inclinations,  at 
the  ballot-box,  as  the  water  that  flows  along  the  down- 
ward current'  Once  settle  it  that  your  President  has  the 
constitutional  power,  and  that  public  sentiment  sanctions 
its  exercise,  to  hurl  from  office  every  incumbent  who 
votes  against  the  Government  candidate,  and  you  not 
only  make  slaves,  in  the  mode  already  pointed  out,  of 
one  fourth  of  your  voters,  but  you  will  have  arrayed, 
under  the  control  of  one  man's  will,  a  mighty  host  to 
war  against  the  bulwarks  of  public  liberty. 

If  the  President  does  not  derive  from  the  constitution 
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the  power  to  turn  out  ofBcen  on  political  grounds,  from 
whence  does  he  derive  this  most  alarming  prerogative 
to  take  the  money  of  the  people,  intrusted  to  him  as  a 
public  servtnt,  solely  to  promote  the  public  good,  to 
gratify  his  own  personal  malignity  in  the  punishment  of 
an  enemy,  or  to  gratify  bis  private  and  individual  attach- 
ments to  a  political  favorite,  who  has  won  his  favor  by 
lawning,  flattering,  and  lying?  Sir,  he  derives  it  from 
the  same  source  that  the  outlaws  of  every  nation  derive 
the  prerogative  of  committing  piracy  on  the  high  seas; 
the  same  source  from  whence  the  highway  robber  de- 
rives the  prerogative  to  demand  of  the  traveller  his  purse, 
vnder  the  penalty  of  death;  the  same  source  from  which 
I,  as  Ahe  employed  agent  of  a  company  that  had  intrust- 
ed me  with  ^30,000,000,  to  be  laid  out  and  expended  by 
me  in  a  specific  way,  for  their  benefit,  would  derive  the 
prerogative  to  use  their  means  as  an  engine  to  oppress  a 
personal  enemy,  or  to  divide  it  among  my  friends  or 
children,  which  is  simply  the  possession  of  the  physical 
power,  the  brute  force. 

Just  as  well  might  General  Jackson  march  the  regular 
army,  of  which  he  is,  by  virtue  of  his  station,  command- 
er-in-chief, to  the  doors  of  this  Capitol,  and  demand  the 
bead  of  every  member  or  Senator  who  has  dared  to 
speak  the  truth  of  him,  as  to  wreak  his  vengeance,  or 
that  of  some  unprincipled  subaltern,  upon  the  helpleas 
officer,  by  hurling  him  from  his  station,  for  daring  to 
discharge  his  constitutional  right  ait  the  polls.  •  Yes,  a 
thousand  times  better  would  it  be  for  the  country;  for, 
in  the  one  case,  the  people  would  see  and  understand 
the  object  of  the  movement,  and  would  fly  to  the  rescue, 
and  deal  out  summary  vengeance  on  such  a  blood-thiraty 
despot;  whilst,  in  the  other  case,  the  same  object  is  at- 
tained by  the  concentration  of  all  power  in  the  bands  of 
one  roan,  but  in  a  secret,  sly,  and  Insinuating  mode, 
which  it  seems  the  acuteness  of  the  public  vision  has  not 
yet  so  clearly  discerned. 

If  the  King  of  England  or  of  France  were  thus  openly 
to  require  that  every  office- holder,  under  the  penalty  of 
dismissal  from  office,  should  vote,  in  elections  of  members 
to  Parliament  or  Chamber  of  Deputies,  for  the  candi- 
date of  his  choice,  it  would  produce  an  instantaneous 
convulsion;  and  nothing  short  of  the  head  of  the  King 
would  pay  the  penalty.  Sir,  even  in  those  kingly  Gov- 
ernments, their  laws  and  constitution  guard  most  sedu- 
lously the  freedom  of  the  elective  franchise.  Here  the 
officer  ia  turned  out  who  fails  to  operate  to  the  fullest 
extent  of  his  influence  in  favor  of  the  Government  can- 
didate. 

Before  Mr.  Gbavbs  bad  finished  his  renuirks,  as  given 
entire  above,  the  House,  on  motion  of  Hr.  CAVBRSLEire, 
proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  the 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty 
•tipulationa  with  the  various  Indian  tribes,  for  the  year 
1637,  coming  up;  and  the  question  being  on  concurring 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  the  amendments 
made  thereto— 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  that  the  bill  before  the  House, 
making  appropriations  for  the  current  expenses  of  the 
Indian  department,  threw  open  to  discussion  the  whole 
policy  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  relation 
to  the  Indians.  On  comparing  the  bill  with  the  estimates 
presented  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the 
House  would  see  that  it  embraced  annuities  and  other 
payments  to  the  Indians,  under  the  treaty  with  the 
Creeks  of  the  7ih  August,  1790,  and  the  treaty  conclu- 
ded at  Greenville  on  the  3d  August,  1795,  for  the  gen« 
eral  pacification  of  the  Wyandots,  Delawares,  Shawa- 
ncea,  and  others  of  the  northwestern  tribes^  and  so 
down,  through  intervening  years,  to  the  treaty  of  the 


28th  March  last,  with  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewas.  The 
provisions  of  the  bill  covered  the  entire  period  of  the 
constitutional  being  of  the  nation.  There  was  not  an  act 
of  our  political  intercourse  with  the  Indians,  which  it 
did  not  directly  or  indirectly  reach.  The  present  was, 
therefore,  a  fit  opportunity  for  examining  the  treatment 
of  the  Indians  by  the  United  States,  and  their  respective 
rights  and  obligations;  and  upon  this  subject  he  proposed 
to  address  the  House. 

His  object,  he  said,  in  debating  this  matter,  was  not 
political  agitation.  Nor  was  it  personal  effect.  On  the 
contrary,  he  felt  admonished  that,  in  the  performance  of 
this  undertaking,  he  should  have  to  tread  on  difficult  and 
dangerous  ground.  Nevertheless,  he  waa  impelled  to  it, 
in  the  first  place,  by  perceiving  that  the  true  state  of  the 
case  between  the  United  States  and  the  Indians,  as  it 
now  exists,  was  not  fully  comprehended  out  of  doors,  at 
least  in  that  part  of  the  country  from  whence  he  came. 
Men  speak  and  think  of  the  subject  just  as  they  did 
seven  years  ago,  when  it  was  a  still  depending  question, 
whether  the  Indians  should  remain  within  the  chartered 
limits  of  the  several  States  in  which  they  are,  or  should 
remove  beyond  the  Mississippi.  Meanwhile,  the  United 
States  had  entered  upon  a  new  line  of  policy  and  of  gen- 
eral conduct  towards  the  Indians.  Another  set  of  facta 
had,  in  the  course  of  events,  come  up,  to  which  it  waa 
time  the  public  attention  should  be  turned,  if  any  thing 
of  a  practical  nature  was  to  be  done.  He  wished,  so  far 
aa  his  humble  means  of  influence  might  go,  to  contribute 
something  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  end.  Thia  was 
one  consideration.  And  he  was  impelled,  in  the  second 
place,  by  a  desire  to  begin  to  discharge  the  duty  which 
he  owed,  as  a  public  man  and  a  member  of  Congress, 
to  the  broken  remnant  of  the  aboriginal  masters  of  this 
continent. 

IV e,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  who  are  members  of  Congress  in 
opposition  to  the  administrators  of  the  Government,  have 
but  a  secondary  part  assigned  to  us  in  public  affairs. 
We  seldom  have  the  power  to  carry  through  any  impor- 
tant act.  We  can  agitate  political  topics,  for  effect  on 
the  popular  mind  abroad,  or  on  «those  about  us  here. 
We  can  make  suggestions,  communicate  facts,  propose 
measures.  We  can  support  those  plana  of  the  adminis- 
tration which  we  think  to  be  just  and  wise,  and  resist 
those  which  seem  unjust  or  unwise.  In  all  these  condi- 
tions, we  influence  the  action  of  the  Government  chit  fly 
by  force  of  argument  addressed  to  the  judgment  or  the 
fears  of  that  controlling  majority  in  either  House,  which 
represents  or  executes  the  will  of  the  administration. 
We  may  thus  be  useful  to  prevent  evil  and  to  promote 
good,  to  persuade,  to  deter,  to  correct,  where  we  have 
no  power  to  command.  An  opposition  frequently  exer- 
cises valuable  functiona  in  the  originating  and  furthering 
of  great  measures,  which,  at  length,  when  thus  com- 
mended to  general  favor,  are  adopted  and  sanctioned  by 
the  administration;  signal  examples  of  which  might  be 
cited  from  the  history  of  the  English  Parliament,  as  well 
as  of  Congress.  In  a  word,  I  conceive  that  we  should 
be  wanting  to  ourselves  and  to  our  country,  if  we  did 
not  bring  the  acts  of  the  Government,  in  which  the  in- 
terest of  the  nation,  its  honor,  aiid  its  well-being,  are  in- 
volved, to  the  test  of  temperate  and  candid  debate;  and 
I  shall  make  no  further  apology  for  presenting  my  views 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 

What,  then,  is  the  system  of  policy  which  regulates 
the  relations  of  the  United  States  and  the  Indians,  at  the 
present  time,  and  what  our  duty,  as  practical  statesmen, 
and  as  men  of  business,  in  reference  to  the  Indians? 

We  call  ourselres  Americans.  But  we,  who  now  oc- 
cupy the  country,  are,  in  ourselves,  or  in  our  immediate 
progenitors,  emigrants  from  the  distant  ahores  of  Europe. 
We  are  not  of  the  indigenous  races  of  the  continent.  We 
constitute  a  vast  republic,  divided  into  populous  and 
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powerful  States.  Our  throng^ed  cities*  our  cultivated 
fields,  our  edifices,  ships,  commerce,  canals,  railways, 
the  marks  of  our  prosperity  and  the  mdnuroents  of  our 
civilizalioD,  which  meet  the  eye  on  all  hands,  bespeak 
the  presence  and  the  power  of  a  g^reat  people.  But  the 
primitive  lords  of  the  soil  are  humble  dependants  on  our 
annual  bounty,  mutilated,  scattered,  extinct,  melted 
away  in  our  path  like  a  snow-flake,  devoured  as  the  dew 
before  the  morning  sun.  The  land  once  theirs  is  ours. 
The  empire  of  our  civilization  is,  by  right  or  by 
wrong,  honestly  or  dishonestly,  established  indestructi- 
bly throughout  the  New  World. 

By  what  tenure  of  right  is  it  that  we  hold  our  posses- 
sions^ In  regard  tathia  point  there  is  consistency,  at 
least,  if  there  be  not  justice,  in  the  doctrine  of  all  Euro- 
peans. Every  nation,  as  it  proceeded  to  make  settle* 
menta  in  the  New  World,  claimed  its  territory  by  the 
title  either  of  discovery  or  of  conquest.  They  were 
Christians,  introducing  their  own  race,  and  with  it  their 
laws,  into  regions'  occupied  by  Pagans.  Thus  it  notori- 
ously was  in  the  case  of  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguese, 
who  obtained  so  large  a  portion  of  this  continent.  The 
soil  and  its  inhabitants  were  partitioned  between  them 
by  the  Papal  See,  and  given  up  to  their  arms  as  to  an 
enterprise  of  crusade.  Columbus,  the  great  discoverer, 
Cortes  and  Pizarvo,  the  great  conquerors,  and  others  of 
the  Peninsular  nations,  came  to  the  New  World  under 
mixed  inducements  of  ambition  and  of  religion.  They 
fought  under  the  banner  of  the  cross.  In  this  sign  they 
overthre<ir  the  empires  of  the  Incas  and  of  the  Mexicans, 
and  colonized  the  rich  regions  of  the  South.  A  similar 
principle  directed  the  colonial  undertakings  of  the 
French,  Eni^lisb,  and  Dutch.  Thus,  the  commission  to 
the  Cabots,  m  virtue  of  whose  voyage  of  discovery  Great 
Britain  acquired  her  title  in  America,  empowered  them 
to  discover  countries  unknown  to  Christian  people,  and 
to  take  possession  of  these  in  the  name  of  the  King  of 
England.  Each  and  all  of  the  original  colonies  now  com* 
posing  the  United  States,  as  Florids,  Virginia,  Massa- 
chusetts, New  York,  Louisiana,  founded  by  Spain,  Eng- 
land, Holland,  and  France,  respectively,  proceeded  in 
the  assertion  of  their  right,  as  Christians,  to  plant  the 
lands  previously  held  by  Indians.  However  questionable 
may  be  the  nature  of  such  a  pretension,  still  it  was  the 
idea  universally  followed.  There  is  not  an  acre  of  land 
held  by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  whose  title  stands 
on  any  other  foundation.  It  is  the  fundamental  doctrine, 
the  oldest  element,  in  the  municipal  law  of  every  State 
of  the  Union. 

Conformable  to  which  has  been  the  practice  of  each 
of  the  States,  and  also  of  the  United  States,  in  their 
legislation,  and  in  the  decisions  of  their  judicial  tri- 
bunals of  every  class.  The  several  States,  in  the  dis- 
position of  the  lands  belonging  to  them,  and  the  United 
States,  in  the  disposition  of  the  national  domain,  main- 
tain that  the  ultimate  dominion  over  the  soil,  and  the 
exclusive  right  of  granting  it,  are  in  themselves  sub* 
ject  only  to  the  qualified  right  of  occupancy  remaining 
in  the  Indian.  The  latter  can  occupy,  but  cannot  give 
a  title.  His  deed  conveys  his  mere  occupancy;  a  title 
in  fee  can  be  derived  only  from  the  Government.  To 
this  effect  are  all  the  text  books.  Thus,  Chief  Justice 
Marshall  says: 

**  All  the  nations  of  Europe  who  have  acquired  terri- 
tory on  this  continent  have  asserted  in  themselves,  and 
have  recognised  in  others,  the  exclusive  right  of  the  dis- 
coverer to  appropriate  the  lands  occupied  by  the  In- 
dians." 

And  Judge  Stor) : 

"It  may  be  asked  what  was  the  effect  of  this  princi- 
ple of  discovery,  in  respect  to  the  rights  of  the  natives 
themselves?  In  the  view  of  the  Europeans,  it  created 
a  peculiar  relation  between  themselves^nd  the  aborigi- 


nal inhabitants.  The  latter  were  admitted  to  possess  a 
present  right  of  occupancy,  or  use  in  the  soil,  which 
was  subordinate  to  the  ultimate  dominion  of  the  discov- 
erer. They  were  admitted  to  be  the  rightful  occupants 
of  the  soil,  with  a  legal  as  well  as  just  claim  to  retain 
possession  of  it,  and  to  use  it  according  to  their  own  dis- 
cretion. In  a  certain  sense,  they  were  permitted  to  ex- 
ercise rights  of  sovereignty  over  it.  They  might  aell  or 
transfer  it  to  the  sovereign  who  discovered  it,  but  they 
were  denied  the  authority  to  dispose  of  it  to  any  other 
person;  and,  until  such  a  sale  or  transfer,  they  were 
generally  permitted  to  occupy  it  as  sovereigns  at  facto. 
But,  notwithstanding  this  occupancy,  the  European  dis- 
coverers claimed  and  exercised  the  right  to  grant  the 
soil,  while  yet  in  the  possession  of  the  natives,  subject, 
however,  to  their  right  of  occupancy;  and  the  title  so 
granted  was  universally  admitted  to  convey  a  sufficient 
title  in  the  soil  to  the  grantees  in  perfect  dominion." 

And  Chancellor  Kent: 

'*  This  assumed  but  qualified  dominion  over  the  In- 
dian trijies,  regarding  them  as  enjoying  no  higher  title 
to  the  soil  than  that  founded  en  simple  occupancy,  and 
to  be  incompetent  to  transfer  their  title  to  any  other 
power  than  the  Government  which  claims  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  their  territory  by  right  of  discovery,  arose,  in  a 
great  degree,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case.  *  *  It 
was  founded  on  the  pretension  of  converting  the  dis« 
covery  of  the  country  into  a  conquest;  and  it  is  now  too 
late  to  draw  into  discussion  the  validity  of  that  preten* 
sion,  or  the  restrictions  which  it  imposes.  It  is  estab- 
lished by  numerous  compacts,  treaties,  laws,  and  or- 
dinances, and  founded  in  immemorial  usage.  The  coun- 
try has  been  colonized  and  settled,  and  is  now  held  by 
that  title.  It  ia  the  law  of  the  land,  and  no  court  of 
justice  can  permit  the  right  to  be  disturbed  by  specula- 
tive reasonings  or  abstract  rights." 

Such,  then,  is  the  settled  law  of  the  land  in  every 
part  of  the  United  States.  The  abstract  justice  of  the 
principle  is  another  question.  It  grew  up,  as  Chancel- 
lor Kent  suggests,  out  of  the  necessity  of  the  case.  Was 
it  better,  in  the  general  sum  of  gooiil,  that  millions  of 
Christians,  or  that  thousands  of  Pagans,  should  occupy 
America?  That  the  land  ahould  be  suffered  to  remain 
as  a  lair  of  wild  beasts,  and  a  vast  hunting  field  for  a  few 
scattered  savages,  or  that  it  should  be  filled  with  culti- 
vated men,  and  the  improvements,  moral,  political,  and 
religious,  which  appertain  to  refined  life?  I  will  not 
undertake  to  answer  this  question,  to  sum  up  the  good 
attained,  and  the  expense  at  which  attained,  so  as  to 
strike  the  balance  between  civilization  and  barbarism. 
I  content  myself,  in  this  part  of  the  subject,  to  deal 
with  the  practical  fact,  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of 
our  intercourse  with  the  Indians. 

This  maxim  of  public  law  has  directed  the  coloniza- 
tion of  Amerlcs,  from  the  beginning  to  the  present  time. 
In  the  English  colonies,  as  distinguished  from  the 
Spanish,  the  process  of  settlement  was  mostly  a  peace- 
ful one.  Generally,  the  colonists  quieted  and  extin- 
guished the  title  of  the  Indians  by  contract,  and  at  suciv 
a  price,  however  inadequate,  as  thev  were  well  satis- 
fied to  receive.  Yet  there  was,  I  believe,  \\o  colony  of 
any  magnitude  which  did  not,  at  some  period  of  its  ex- 
istence, engage  in  hostilities  with  the  Indians,  and  ac- 
quire lands  by  force,  and  in  right  of  war.  And  there 
was  no  colony  which  did  not  assume,  or  in  practice 
sanction,  the  right  of  exterior  legislation  over  the  In* 
dians  within  its  limits,  leaving  them,  nevertheless,  to 
regulate  their  own  interior  police,  as  municipal  com- 
munities, so  long  as  they  continued  capHble  of  doing  it. 
In  the  legislation  of  Massachusetts,  for  instance,  and  of 
New  York,  as  well  as  that  of  the  United  States,  the  In- 
dians are  treated  as  a  dependent,  not  a  sovereign,  nor  a 
foreign  people;  as  being  in  a  state  of  pupilage;  under 
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wsrdship;  and,  if  indulged  with  partial  iclf-goyernment, 
yet  subject  to  lee  that  Belf-governroent  ceaie,  when 
their  condition  shall  Beem  to  us  to  require  itt  or,  in 
other  words,  at  the  will  of  the  State,  or  of  the  United 
States,  who  by  the  constitution  now  possess  the  exclu« 
sive  regulation  of  intercourse  with  the  Indians.  And 
thi»,  again,  though  at  one  time  a  questioned  point,  must 
now  be  regarded  as  the  settled  law  of  the  land.  Chief 
Justice  Marshall  says: 

«  It  may  well  be  doubted  whether  those  tribes  which 
reside  within  the  acknowledged  boundaries  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  can,  with  strict  accuracy,  be  denominated 
foreign  nations.  They  may,  more  correctly,  perhaps, 
be  denominated  domestic  dependent  nations.  They 
occupy  a  territory  to  which  we  assert  a  title  independ- 
ent of  their  will,  which  roust  take  effect,  in  point  of 
possession,  when  their  right  of  possession  ceases.  Mean» 
white,  they  are  in  a  state  of  pupilage.  Their  relation 
to  the  United  States  resembles  that  of  a  ward  to  hia 
guardian.  They  look  to  our  Government  for  protec- 
tion! rely  upon  its  kindness  and  its  power;  appeal  to  it 
for  relief  to  their  wants;  and  address  the  President  aa 
their  Great  Father.  They  and  their  country  are  con- 
sidered by  foreign  nations,  as  well  as  by  ourselves,  as 
being  so  completely  under  the  sovereignty  and  domin- 
ion of  the  United  States,  thst  any  attempt  to  acquire 
their  lands,  or  to  form  a  political  connexion  with  them, 
would  be  considered  by  all  as  an  invssion  of  our  terri- 
tory, and  an  act  of  hostility." 

These  principles  became  the  subject  of  elaborate 
judicial  investigation,  in  consequence  of  the  controversy 
between  the  Cherokees  and  the  State  of  Georgia.  A 
summary  view  of  the  whole  ground  is  presented  in  the 
following  remarks  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall: 

'<  The  exercise  of  the  power  of  self-government  by 
the  Indians,  within  a  State,  Is  undoubtedly  contemplated 
to  be  temporary.  This  is  sliown  by  the  settled  policy 
of  the  Government,  in  the  extingfoishment  of  their  title, 
and  especially  by  the  compsct  with  the  State  of  Georgia. 
It  b  a  question  not  of  abstract  right,  but  of  public 
policy.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  same  moral  rule 
which  should  regulate  the  affairs  of  private  life,  should 
not  be  regarded  by  communities  or  nations.  But  a 
sound  national  policy  does  require  that  the  Indian 
tribes  within  our  States  should  exchange  their  terri- 
tories, upon  equitable  principles,  or,  eventually,  con- 
sent to  become  amalgamated  in  our  political  communi- 
ties. 

**  At  best,  they  can  enjoy  a  very  limited  independence 
within  the  boundaries  of  a  State,  and  such  a  residence 
must  always  subject  them  to  encroachments  irom  the 
settlements  around  them;  snd  their  eiistence  within  a 
State,  as  a  separate  and  independent  community,  may 
seriouely  embarrass  or  obstruct  the  operation  of  the 
State  laws.  If,  therefore,  it  would  be  inconsistent  with 
ttte  political  welfare  of  the  States,  and  the  social  advance 
of  their  citizens,  that  an  independent  and  permanent 
power  should  exist  within  their  limits,  this  power  must 
gire  way  to  the  greater  power  which  surrounds  it,  or 
seek  its  exercise  beyond  the  sphere  of  Slate  authority. 

*'  This  state  of  things  can  only  be  produced  by  a  co- 
operation of  the  State  and  Federal  Governments.  The 
latter  has  the  exclusive  regulation  of  intercourse  with 
the  Indians;  snd,  so  long  as  this  power  shall  be  exerci- 
sed, it  cannot  be  obstructed  by  the  State.  It  is  a  power 
given  by  the  constitution,  and  sanctioned  by  the  most 
solemn  acta  of  both  the  Federal  and  State  Governments; 
consequently,  it  cannot  be  abrogated  at  the  will  of  a 
State.  It  is  one  of  the  powers  parted  with  by  the  States, 
and  vested  in  the  Federal  Government.  But  if  a  con- 
tingency shall  occur,  which  shall  render  the  Indians  who 
reside  in  a  State  incapable  of  self-government,  either  by 
moral  degradation  or  a  reduction  of  their  numbers,  it 


would  undoubtedly  be  in  the  power  of  a  Slate  Govern- 
ment to  extend  to  them  the  aegis  of  its  laws.  Under 
such  circumstances,  the  agency  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, of  necessity,  must  cease. 

"  But  if  it  shall  be  the  policy  of  the  Government  to 
withdraw  its  protection  from  the  Indians  who  reside  with- 
in the' limits  of  the  respective  States,  and  who  not  only 
claimed  the  right  of  self-government,  but  have  uniform- 
ly exercised  it,  the  laws  and  treaties  which  impose  du- 
ties and  obligations  on  the  General  Government  should 
be  abrogated  by  the  powers  competent  to  do  so.  So 
long  as  those  laws  and  treaties  exist,  having  been  form- 
ed within  the  sphere  of  the  federal  powers,  they  must 
be  respected  and  enforced  by  the  appropriate  organs  of 
the  Federal  Government.'' 

Mr.  C  said  that,  having  thus  developed  the  public 
law  and  the  constitutional  right  applicable  to  the  Indiana 
within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  he  should  now 
proceed  to  another  branch  of  the  question  of  national 
policy  involved  in  the  subject.  Under  various  treaties 
with  the  Indians,  at  every  epoch  of  our  history,  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  assumed  the  duty  of  protecting  them; 
we  have  labored  to  maintain  peace  among  them;  we 
have  anxiously  endeavored  to  civilize  and  elevate  them; 
we  have  admitted  their  right  of  occupancy;  we  have 
proceeded  in  the  extinction  of  their  title  by  treaties  con- 
taining liberal  stipulations  for  their  permanent  advantage; 
our  national  intercourse  with  them  has  been  dictated  in 
general  by  a  pacific,  just,  and  paternal  spirit,  becoming 
the  character  of  the  United  States. 

Upon  observation  of  the  state  of  the  Indians,  in  the 
aim  of  consulting  their  particular  welfare,  snd  at  the 
same  time  maintaining  them  in  existence  as  a  distinct 
people,  it  has  been  seen  that  three  courses  offered  them- 
selves to  the  choice  of  the  United  States: 

In  the  first  place,  the  Indians  might  be  prompted  or 
allowed  to  organize  themselves  into  political  communi- 
ties, within  the  limi's  of  the  States  in  which  they  should 
happen  to  be,  and  independent  of  the  local  jurisdiction 
of  such  States.  Some  of  the  Southern  tribes,  from  the 
admixture  of  white  men,  or  from  other  causes,  did  in 
fact  make  a  g^at  and  visible  progress  towards  civiliza- 
tion, and  had  manifested  an  aptitude  and  a  disposition 
to  continue  as  organized  nations  on  the  soil  of  their  in- 
heritance. They  had  been  favored  in  this  by  the  United 
States.  Yet  the  difficulties  sttending  the  execution  of 
such  a  plan  were  serious  and  embarrassing  in  the  ex- 
treme, even  if  at  all  superable.  I  admit  (said  Mr.  C.) 
the  magnitude  of  those  difficulties.  I  defer  to  the  truth 
of  the  remark  of  Chief  Justice  Marahall,  just  quoted, 
that  the  exercise  of  the  powers  of  self-government  by 
the  Indians  within  a  State,  has  ever,  in  the  policy  of 
this  nation,  been  contemplated  as  temporary;  that,  as  a 
general  rule,  when  it  becomea  inconsistent  with  the  po- 
litical welfare  of  a  State  that  an  independent  power 
should  exist  within  its  limits,  this  power  must  give  way 
to  the  greater  power  which  surrounds  it;  and  that  sound 
policy  requires  of  such  lesser  power,  either  to  part  with 
its  territory  upon  equitable  considerations,  or  eventual- 
ly consent  to  become  amalgamated  in  the  larger  politi- 
cal community.  I  recall  to  mind  the  corresponding  re- 
mark of  Chancellor  Kent,  in  regard  to  the  Indians  in  the 
older  States,  that,  *<  To  leave  the  Indians  in  possession 
of  the  countiy  was  to  leave  the  country  a  wilderness; 
and  to  govern  them  as  a  distinct  people,  or  to  mix  with 
them,  or  admit  them  to  an  intercommunity  of  privileges, 
was  impossible,  under  the  circumstsnces  of  their  rela- 
tive condition.''  These  difficulties,  I  repeat,  in  the  way 
of  leaving  the  Indians  to  the  exercise  of  independent 
political  sovereignty  within  the  limits  of  a  State,  are  se- 
rious snd  embarrassing,  even  if  they  be  at  all  superable. 
They  have  led  to  the  adoption,  in  the  older  Slates,  of— 

In  the  second  plsce,  the  organization  of  the  Indians 
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into  municipal  communitiei  merely,  acting^  under  the 
guardianship  and  supreme  legislative  control  of  the 
State.  Such  is  the  present  condition  of  the  few  remain- 
ing Indians  within  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Thirdly,  the  removal  of  the  Indians  from  without  the 
limits  x>f  the  individual  States,  and  their  establishment 
in  the  unoccupied  territory  of  the  United  States  west  of 
the  Mississippi.  This  must  be  regarded  as  the  system- 
atic policy  of  the  present  administration.  When  I 
speak  of  it  as  the  policy  of  the  present  administration, 
I  do  not  forget  the  fact  that  the  idea  of  the  removal  of 
the  Indians  was  entertained  at  an  early  period  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Government.  The  compact  with  Georgia 
proves  it(  and,  under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
especially,  the  idea  began  to  assume  a  distinct  shape,  as 
a  political  measure.  But  the  adoption  of  the  policy,  as 
a  settled  system,  belongs  to  the  last  eight  years;  and  the 
responsibility  of  it,  for  good  or  for  evil,  for  honor  or  for 
dishonor,  rests  with  the  present  administration. 

That  system,  as  now  in  the  course  of  execution,  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  Congress  and  of  the  Executive  in 
the  act  of  the  28th  May,  1830,  for  the  removal  of  the  In- 
dians west  of  the  Mississippi,  which  provides  as  follows: 

**  Sxo.  1.  It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  President 
to  cause  so  much  of  any  territory  belonging  to  the  Uni* 
led  States  west  of  the  Mississippi,  not  included  in  any 
Slate  or  org^nixed  l>rritory,  and  to  which  the  Indian 
title  may  be  extinguished,  aa  he  may  Judge  necessary, 
to  be  divided  into  a  suitable  number  of  districts,  for  the 
reception  of  such  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians  as  may 
choose  to  exchange  the  lands  where  they  now  reside, 
and  move  there. 

*'  Sac.  3.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  solemnly 
to  assure  the  tribe  or  nation  with  which  the  exchange  is 
made,  that  the  United  States  will  forever  secure  and 
guaranty  to  them,  and  their  heirs  or  successors,  the  coun- 
try  so  exchanged  with  them;  and,  if  they  prefer  it,  that 
the  United  States  will  cause  a  patent  or  grant  to  be 
made  and  executed  to  them  for  the  same." 

*•  Sxo.  7.  It  sliall  be  lawful  for  the  President  to  have 
the  same  auperintendence  and  care  over  any  tribe 
or  nation  in  the  country  to  which  they  may  remove,  as 
contemplated  by  this  act,  that  he  is  now  authorized  to 
have  over  them  at  their  present  place  of  residence." 

The  system  has  received  the  further  sanction  of  Con- 
gress in  the  act  of  the  14ih  July,  1832,  having  for  its  ob- 
ject the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  visit  aod  ex- 
amine the  country  set  apart  for  the  emigrating  Indians 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to  report  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment a  plan  for  the  improvement,  government,  and  se- 
curily,  of  the  Indians. 

tJoVf  under  the  authority  of  these  acts  of  Congres?, 
the  President  has  proceeded  to  negotiate  treaties. with 
the  Indians  for  their  removal  to  the  West,  which  Congress 
has  confirmed,  by  directly  approving  the  treaties,  and  by 
making  vast  appropriations  to  carry  them  into  effect. 
Some  of  the  Indians  have  already  gone.  Otherf,  in- 
cluding the  more  numerous  and  important  tribes,  are  in 
the  course  of  removal.  The  contemplated  examinaition 
of  the  territory  assigned  for  their  reception  bss  been 
made.  Plans  for  the  government  and  security  of  the  re- 
moved Indians  have  been  presented  to,  and  have  been 
approved  by,  the  War  Department.  Many  millions  of 
money  have  been  appropriated  in  execution  of  the  sev- 
eral treaties  of  emigration.  In  short,  the  systematic  re- 
moval of  Indians,  I  again  say,  is  the  settled  policy  of  the 
existing  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  if  he  had  enjoyed  the  honor  of  a  seat 
in  Congress  at  the  time  the  law  of  1830,  which  gave 
method  and  system  to  the  policy  of  removal,  was  enact- 
ed, he  could  not  have  yielJed  his  assent  to  the  measure. 
He  applauded  the  eloquence,  the  courage,  the  seal,  the 
ability,  with  which  the  law  was  resisted.     He  should 


have  joined  with  the  opponents  of  it  in  considering  its 
policy  too  questionable,  the  visible  and  immediate  wrong 
too  flagrant,  the  neglect  or  violation  of  the  pledged  faith 
of  the  United  States  too  palpable,  the  hazards  of  war 
and  bloodshed  to  ensue  upon  its  adoption  too  certain,  to 
justify  him  in  voting  for  its  enactment.  He  thought  he 
distinguished  in  the  disastrous  events  which  were  now 
transpiring  in  the  South,  the  very  consequences  then 
predicted  aa  likely  to  follow  a  systematic  attempt  to 
drive  the  Indians  at  once  beyond  the  Mississippi. 

Now,  In  seeking  after  measures  of  practical  good,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  (continued  Mr.  C,)  I  start 
from  these  premises.  I  perceive  it  to  be  the  settled  la«r 
of  the  land,  in  the  jurisdiction  as  well  of  the  United 
States  as  of  the  several  States,  that  the  soil  of  this  con- 
tinent belongs  of  right  to  us.  It  is  ours  to  take,  to  pos- 
sess, to  convey.  1  perceive  it  to  be  the  settled  law  of 
the  land,  that  either  the  United  States,  or  the  several 
States,  as  the  case  may  be,  now  hold,  or  may  assume* 
the  government  and  ultimate  control  of  the  Indiana. 
Finally,  I  perceive  It  to  be  the  settled  policy  of  those 
who  now  administer,  and  who  will  for  a  time,  at  least, 
continue  to  administer,  the  sfFairs  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, to  remove  the  Indians  out  of  the  States,  and 
to  collect  them  by  themselves  west  of  the  Mississippi. 
Is  there  a  single  member  of  this  House  who  supposes 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  retrace 
its  steps  in  this  matter?  The  tide  of  emigration  is  flow- 
ing to  the  West.  It  is  impelled  by  the  public  force  of 
the  nation.  Will  its  refluent  waters  be  made  to  roll 
back  in  their  channel?  Can  they?  We  know,  we  mutt 
know,  that  the  process  of  removal  cannot  be  arrested. 
However  lamentable  it  may  be,  we  cannot  recall  what  ie 
past.  We  cannot  prevent  its  consummation.  It  is  the 
existing,  certain,  unchangeable  fact. 

What  remains  for  us,  then,  as  practical  statesmen,  to 
do?  It  seems  to  me  a  self-evident  proposition,  too  plaio 
for  argument,  that,  instead  of  wssting  our  sympathy  for 
the  Indians  upon  impossible  objects,  we  should  cast  about 
for  the  means  of  protecting  and  serving  them  effidently 
in  the  new  homes  beyond  the  Mississippi  we  have  com* 
pelled  them  to  accept.  I  cannot  bring  my  mind  to  ap- 
prove the  policy  of  removal,  particularly  in  the  time  and 
mode  of  its  actual  execution.  But  I  acquiesce  in  the 
fact  which  is.  1  hazard  something,  perhaps,  in  making 
this  avowal)  but  I  should  be  unworthy  of  my  place  here, 
if  I  were  content  to  swim  passively  along  forever  In  the 
current,  without  venturing  at  any  time  to  act  independ- 
ently upon  my  own  judgjnent}  and  I  feel  a  deep  convic- 
tion that  it  is  become  a  duty  to  direct  my  .own  efforts, 
and,  so  far  as  my  example  or  counsel  may  have  influ« 
ence,  the  efforts  of  other  friends  of  the  Indians,  into  the 
only  practicable  path  of  beneficence  which  the  provi- 
dence of  God  has  leA  us  to  tread.  We  cannot  prevent 
their  emigration.  Let  us  unite  in  smoothing  the  way 
before  them;  in  protecting  them  at  the  end  of  their 
journeyi  and  in  elevating  them,  if  we  may,  to  the  rank 
of  civilized  men,  capable  of  participating  in  the  advan- 
tages which  our  social  and  political  institutions  bestow. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  was  confirmed  in  these  views  by  the. 
considerations  offered  in  the  elaborate  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  presented,  at  the  last  Con- 
gress, by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Evbxstt.] 
He  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to  two  or  three 
sentences  from  that  report: 

'*  All  must  now  see  and  admit  that  the  relations,  here- 
tofore so  much  desired  by  the  Indians  and  their  friends, 
cannot  be  sustained  in  future  in  their  present  situation. 
Whatever  may  be  the  wishes  of  the  Government,  and 
even  whatever  may  be  its  rights,  and  physical  power  to 
enforce  those  rights,  yet  the  attempt  to  ei^force  them 
might  be  attended  with  consequences  not  less  disastrous 
to  the  Indians  than  to  the  harmony  of  the  States.'* 


1533 


OF  DEBATES  IN- CONGRESS. 


1534 


FsB.  1, 1837.] 


Indian  Appropriation  £ilL 


[H.  ot  R. 


And  again: 

"  Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  heretofore  have 
existed,  the  policy  of  the  Government,  in  regard  to  the 
future  condition  of  those  tribes  of  Indians,  may  now  be 
regarded  as  definitively  settled.  To  induce  them  to  re- 
move west  of  the  Mississippi,  to  a  territory  set  apprt  and 
dedicated  to  their  use  and  government  forever,  to  secure 
to  them  a  final  home,  to  elevate  their  intellectual,  moral, 
and  civil  condition,  and  to  fit  them  for  the  enjoyment  of 
the  blesaings  of  a  free  government,  is  that  policy." 

1  declare  my  acquiescence,  then,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  not  io 
the  original  justice,  but  in  the  present  fact,  of  the  remo- 
val of  the  Indians.  Doing  so,  I  direct  my  mind  in 
pursuit  of  their  good,  according  to  the  new  condition  of 
things.  Imposed  upon  us  by  the  course  of  events.  I  look 
to  the  administration,  which  holds  the  efficient  power  of 
the  country  in  its  hands,  to  see  what  are  the  plans  of  the 
Government.  I  find  them  to  be,  what  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  indicates,  as  manifested  in 
paat  years,  and  especially  as  communicated  to  the  pres- 
ent Congress  by  the  acting  Secretary  of  War.  His  re- 
port developes  the  designs  of  the'  administration,  as 
follows: 

"  Connected  with  the  general  subject  of  our  Indian  re.> 
Jationa  are  two  measures,  proposed  by  the  Commissioner, 
which  I  deem  of  great  moment.  They  are  the  organi- 
zMion  of  an  efficient  syatem  for  the  protection  and  gov- 
ernment of  the  Indian  country  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  establishment  of  military  posts  for  the  protection 
of  that  country  and  of  our  own  frontiers,  in  addition  to 
those  now  authoriced  by  law. 

"These. measures  are  due  to  the  numerous  tribes 
whom  we  have  planted  in  this  extensive  territory,  and  to 
the  pledges  and  encouragements  by  which  they  were 
induced  to  consent  to  a  change  of  residence.  We  may 
now  be  said  to  have  consummated  the  policy  of  emigra- 
tion, and  to  have  entered  on  an  era  full  of  interest  to  both 
parties.  It  involves  the  last  hopes  of  humanity  in  respect 
to  the  Indian  tribes^  and  though,  to  the  United  States, 
its  issaes  cannot  be  equally  momentous,  they  yet  deeply 
concern  our  prosperity  and  honor.  It  therefore  be- 
hooves us,  at  this  juncture,  seriously  to  examine  the 
relations  which  exist  between  the  United  States  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Indian  country,  to  look  into  the  duties 
which  devolve  on  us,  and  to  mature  a  system  of  meas- 
ures for  their  just  and  constant  execution. 

"  In  almost  every  treaty  providing  for  the  emigration 
of  an  Indian  tribe,  the  impossibility  of  preserving  it  from 
extinction,  if  lef\  within  the  limits  of  any  of  the  States  or 
organized  Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  thus 
exposed  to  the  advances  of  the  white  population,  is 
expressly  recognised.  The  advantages  which  the  tribe 
will  derive  from  its  establishment  in  a  territory  to  be 
exclusively  occupied  by  red  men,  under  the  solemn 
guarantees  and  the  paternal  care  of  the  United  States, 
are  uniformly  insisted  on.  In  the  treaty  with  the  Choc- 
taws  of  the  27th  of  September,  1830,  the  wish  of  the 
tribes  to  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  a  Delegate  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  is  ex- 
pressly mentioned;  and  though  not  acceded  to  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  United  States,  yet  they  insert  in 
the  treaty,  '  that  Congress  may  consider  of  and  decide 
the  application.'  In  the  late  treaty  with  the  Cherokees 
east  of  the  Mississippi,  it  is  expressly  stipulated  '  that 
they  shall  be  entitled  to  a  Delegate  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  whenever  Congress  shall  make  provi- 
sion fur  the  same.'  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the 
hopes  thus  held  out  to  these  tribes  had  an  important  in- 
fluence in  determining  them  to  consent  to  emigrate  to 
their  new  homes  in  the  West. 

"  Although  some  of  the  Indians  have  made  considera- 
ble advances  in  civilization,  they  all  need  the  guardian- 
ship of  the  United  States.    To  leave  them  to  the  barba- 


rism of  their  own  institutions,  with  the  inadequate  assist- 
ance of  an  agent,  and  the  slight  control  of  the  general 
superintendent,  would  be  imprudent  as  it  regards  our- 
selves, and  unjust  towards  them.  Under  such  a  system, 
hostilities  will  frequently  break  out  between  the  differ- 
ent tribes,  and  sometimes  between  them  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  our  frontiers,  attended,  in  both  cases,  by  the 
usual  consequences  of  savage  warfare.  To  fulfil,  in  their 
true  spirit,  the  engagements  into  which  we  have  entered, 
we  must  institute  a  comprehensive  system  of  guardian* 
ship,  adapted  to  the  circumstances  and  wants  of  the  peo* 
pie,  and  calculated  to  lead  them,  gradually  and  safely, 
to  the  exercise  of  self-government,  and,  at  as  early  a  day 
as  circumstances  will  allow,  the  expectationa  authorized 
by  the  passages  above  quoted  from  the  treaties  with  the 
Choctaws  and  Chsrokces  should  be  fulfilled.  Indeed, 
from  the  facts  stated  by  the  Commiasioner,  it  is  scarcely 
to  be  doubted  that  the  Choctaws  are  already  in  a  con* 
dition  to  Justify  the  measure.  The  daily  presence  of  a 
native  Delegate  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Represent* 
ativea  of  the  United  States,  presenting,  as  occasion  may 
require,  to  that  dignified  assembly  the  interest  of  his 
people,  would,  more  than  any  other  single  act,  attest  to 
the  world  and  to  the  Indian  tribes  the  sincerity  of  our 
endeavors  for  their  preservation  and  happiness.  In  the 
successful  issue  of  those  endeavors,  we  shall  find  a  more 
precious  and  durable  accession  to  the  Riory  of  our  coun- 
try, than  by  any  triumph  we  can  achieve  in  arts  or  in 
arms." 

Mr.  C.  said  that  he  recognised  in  the  sentiments  of 
this  report  the  upright  and  accomplished  mind  from 
wh)Dh  they  emanated.  He  commended  ihs  general  pur- 
poses it  disclosed.  Of  the  details  of  the  plan  it  would 
be  premature  to  speak  now:  they  would  become  a  sub- 
ject of  discussion  hereafter,  as  connected  with  a  bill 
which  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  had  just  present- 
ed, in  accordance  with  the  designs  of  the  Government. 
He  would,  however,  solicit  the  attention  of  the  House 
at  this  time  to  an  important  provision  of  our  treaties 
with  the  Indians,  very  properly  referred  to  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

The  treaty  with  the  Delawares,  concluded  at  Fort 
Pitt,  on  the  17th  September,  1778,  in  the  very  crisis  of 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  contains  the  following  article: 

*' Aat.  6.  And  it  is  further  agreed  on  between  the 
contracting  parties,  should  it  be  found  conducive  to  the 
mutual  interest  of  both  parties,  to  invite  any  other  tribes 
who  have  been  friends  to  the  United  States  to  join  the 
present  confederation,  and  to  form  a  State,  whereof  the 
Delaware  nation  shall  be  the  bead,  and  have  a  repre- 
sentative In  Congress." 

And  in  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  Cherokees,  at 
Hopewell,  on  (he  28tb  November,  1785,  is  the  follow- 
ing: 

"  Art.  12.  That  the  Indians  may  have  full  confidence 
in  the  justice  of  the  United  States,  respecting  their  in- 
terests, they  shall  have  a  right  to  send  a  deputy  of  their 
choice,  whenever  they  think  fit,  to  Congress." 

And  in  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  with  the 
Choctaws,  of  the  27tb  September,  1830,  is  the  follow- 
ing: 

*' Art.  22.  The  chiefs  of  the  Choctaws  have  suf^gest- 
ed  that  their  people  are  in  a  state  of  rapid  advancement 
in  education  and  refinement,  and  have  expressed  a  soli- 
citude that  they  might  have  the  privilege  of  a  Delegate 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives  extended 
to  them.  The  commissioners  do  not  feel  that  they  can, 
unrler  a  treaty  stipulation,  accede  to  the  request;  but,  at 
their  desire,  present  it  in  the  treaty,  that  Congreas  may 
consider  of  and  decide  the  application." 

Finally,  at  so  late  a  period  as  the  29th  December, 
1835,  in  the  treaty  of  New  Echota,  with  the  Cherokees, 
is  this  article: 


1535 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


1586 


H.  or  R.] 


hidian  Jippropriation  BUL 


[Fbb.  1,  1837. 


'<  Abt.  7.  The  Cherokee  nation  having^  already  made 
great  progress  in  dvilization,  and  deeming  it  important 
that  every  proper  and  laudable  inducement  should  be  of- 
fered to  their  people  to  improve  their  condition,  as  well 
as  to  guard  and  secure  in  the  most  effectual  manner  the 
rights  ji^uarsntied  to  them  in  this  treaty,  and  with  a  view 
to  illustrate  the  liberal  and  enlightened  policy  of  the 
Government  oFthe  United  States  towards  the  Indians,  in 
their  removal  beyond  the  territorial  limits  of  the  States, 
it  is  stipulated  that  they  shall  be  entitled  to  a  Delegate 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
whenever  Congress  shall  make  provision  for  the  same." 

Now,  T  cannot  permit  myself  (said  Mr.  C.)  to  consider 
these  reiterated  stipulations  as  mere  tricks  of  diplomacy, 
dishonest  arts,  false  pretences,  held  up  to  allure  the 
Indians  into  treaties  of  cession  and  of  emigration.  The 
idea  continually  suggested  to  them  has  been:  You  shall 
become  as  we  are;  you  shall  be  organized  into  a  political 
community,  under  the  guaranty  and  safeguard  of  the 
United  Statesi  you  shall  be  heard  in  the  great  council  of 
the  American  people.  I  desire  to  see  this  promise  of 
the  nation  fulfilled,  either  to  the  letter,  or,  at  any  rate, 
in  spirit  and  substance.  I  hope  the  Government  acts  in 
good  faith  in  this  matter.  I  know  it  has  the  power,  I 
adjure  it  to  exert  an  efficient  will,  to  accomplish  its 
avowed  plans  of  humanity  and  justice  in  behalf  of  the 
emigrant  Indians. 

The  fate  of  the  Indians,  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States,  has  been  a  deplorable  one,  from  the  first  day  of 
our  intercourse  with  them  to  the  present  hour.  In 
Maine,  the  tribes,  so  conspicuous  once  in  the  wars  of 
New  England  and  of  Canada,  are  sunk  to  a  community 
of  humble  fishermen.  In  Maasachtisetts,  in  Rhode  Is- 
land, in  Connecticut,  the  Mohicans,  the  Pequots,  the 
Narragansetts,  names  of  pride  and  of  power,  have  dwin- 
dled to  a  wretched  remnant.  In  New  York,  how  few 
survive  of  that  great  and  famous  confederacy  of  the  Six 
Nations!  The  Dels  wares  and  their  kindred  tribes  have 
disappeared  from  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  Our  lakes, 
our  rivers,  our  mountains,  our  political  communities, 
give  witness,  in  the  names  they  bear,  to  the  former  ex- 
istence of  that  old  race,  which  has  vanished  before  us, 
and  left  no  other  signs  of  its  presence.  In  the  newer 
States,  we  see  that  process  of  decay  or  of  extinction 
now  going  on  which  is  consummated  in  the  old  ones;  the 
Seminoles  in  arms  on  their  native  soil,  fighting,  not  for 
life  or  land,  but  for  vengeance,  and  vowed,  it  would 
seem,  like  the  Pequots,  to  a  war  of  self-extermination; 
the  Creeks  hurrying  in  broken  bands  to  the  West;  the 
Gherokees,  the  most  cultivated  of  the  southern  tribes, 
pausing  over  their  doomed  exile,  like  the  waters  of  the 
cataract,  which  gather  themselves  on  the  edge  of  the 
precipice,  ere  they  leap  into  the  inevitable  abyss. 

Is  there  no  responsibility  devolved  on  us  by  this  state 
of  things?  That  we  are  wholly  responsible  for  it,  I  can 
by  no  means  admit.  The  condition  in  which  we  see  the 
Indians  has  arisen  from  the  fact  that  they  are  savages; 
that  thpy  are  savages  in  contact  with  cultivated  men; 
(hat  they  have  not  institutions  of  civilized  life  to  guard 
their  nationality  and  their  property  against  the  miuds 
and  the  vices  of  rapacious  traders  and  land  pirates,  nor 
the  arts  of  civilized  life  wherewith  to  gain  subsistence. 
These  are  obstacles  to  their  preservation,  which  we,  as 
a  people,  in  our  eflPorts  for  tfaleir  advantage,  have  perse- 
veringly,  but  as  yet  vainly,  endeavored  to  overcome. 
Wars  between  them  and  us  have  resulted,  almost  inevi- 
tably, from  our  contiguity.  Yet  those  wars  are  not  im- 
putable to  any  general  spirit  of  unkindness  on  our  part; 
and  we  have  strenuously  endeavored  to  prevent  their 
warring  among  themselves,  to  protect  them  against  the 
frauds  snd  injustice  of  the  lawless  of  our  own  people, 
and  to  impart  to  them  the  blessings  of  civilization. 

Still,  indirectly,  it  is  clear,  we  have  to  answer  for  the 


present  degradation  of  the  Indians;  since  we  sought 
them,  not  they  us;  and  if  no  Europeans  bad  oome  hither, 
the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  the  country  would  have  re- 
tained their  independence  and  their  pristine  sovereignty. 
Abstractly  considered,  our  conduct  towards  them,  and 
the  doctrines  of  public  right  which  govern  it,  are  marked 
by  many  traits  of  injustice.  You  take  possession  of  their 
country  by  what  you  call  the  right  of  discovery,  or  by 
conquest.  You  pay  them  for  it,  say  you?  Yes,  you  pur- 
chase land  enough  for  the  domicil  of  a  nation  with  a 
string  of  glass  beads.  And  it  is  impossible  to  adjust  to 
tt)e  standard  of  abstract  justice  a  dominion  built  on  the 
bones  and  cemented  with  the  blood  of  vanquished  and 
extinguished  tribes.  You  must  offend  against  their  nat- 
ural rigfits,  when  your  power  could  not  otherwise  stand. 
They  feel,  as  did  the  Indian  described  by  Erskine: 
«  *  Who  is  it,'  said  the  jealous  ruler  of  the  desert,  en- 
croached upon  by  the  restless  foot  of  transatlantic  ad- 
venture; *  who  is  it  that  causes  this  river  to  rise  in  the 
high  mountains,  and  to  empty  itself  into  the  ocean? 
Who  is  it  that  makes  the  loud  winds  of  winter  to  blow, 
and  that  calms  them  again  io  summer?  Who  is  it  that 
rears  up  the  shade  of  these  lofty  forests,  and  that  blasts 
them  with  the  quick  lightning  at  his  pleasure?  The 
same  Being  who  gave  to  you  a  country  beyond  the  wa- 
ter, and  gave  ours  to  us;  and  by  this  title  we  will  defend 
it,'  said  the  warrior,  throwing  down  his  tomahawk  oA 
(he  ground,  and  raising  the  war  cry  of  his  nation." 
These  are  the  feelings  of  subjugated  men  every  where» 
civilized  or  uncivilized.  They  are  the  feelings  which 
produce  the  scenes  now  occurring  in  Florida.  They 
are  the  feelings  in  violation  of  which  our  empire  in  the 
New  World  was  founded.  Yet,  will  you  abandon  the 
land  now  by  nativity  yours,  the  homes  of  your  kindred 
and  your  affection?  You  will  not?  But  your  dominion 
over  the  country  has  no  root  in  abstract  equity,,  and  it  is 
extended  and  upheld  only  by  your  superior  strength  and 
art,  not  by  their  gratitude  or  their  attachment  for  bene- 
fits received.  And  it  behooves  you  to  make  reparation 
for  the  injury  your  very  existence  here  inflicts  on  the 
Indian,  by  promoting,  in  all  possible  ways,  his  welfare^ 
civilisAtion,  and  pesce. 

Every  consideration  of  policy  calls  upon  us  to  concili- 
ate, if  we  may,  the  Indians  within  our  jurisdiction.  We 
have  compacted  together  in  the  West  emigrant  Indians 
from  various  quarters,  tribes  unfriendly  or  inimical  to 
each  other,  sections  of  tribes  reciprocally  hostile,  and 
all  irobittered,  more  or  les«,  against  us,  by  whom  they 
have  been  driven  from  their  own  ancient  abodes,  and 
atript  of  their  long-descended  independence.  Can  sayw 
age  warriors,  the  captives  of  battle,  transported  to  the 
West,  as  chiefs  of  the  hostile  Creeks  have  recently  been^ 
prisoners  of  war  in  irons — can  such  men,  constituted  as 
they  are,  fail  to  nourish  the  vindictive  and  jealous  feeK 
ings  which  belong  to  their  nature?  Will  we  take  no 
pains  to  remove  or  allay  these  feelings  of  irritation?  Will 
we  deal  justly  with  them  hereafter?  Will  our  equity  and 
our  mercy  be  manifested  as  signally  as  our  power?  Will 
we  secure  these  victims  of  our  destiny  in  their  new  landa? 
Guard  them  against  the  intrusion  of  our  own  people,  and 
from  hostility  among  themselves?  Redeem  our  promises 
of  protection  and  political  fellowship?  It  is  but  the 
question  whether  we  shall  enjoy  peace  and  prosperity 
on  our  Western  frontier,  or  whether  the  Indian  shall 
send  his  yell  into  the  heart  of  our  settlements,  ravage 
our  lands,  burn  our  dwellings,  massacre  our  wives  and 
children.  Would  ye  rally  his  tribes  to  the  flaming  sign 
of  war?  Would  ye  see  the  thirsty  prairies  soaked  with 
the  mingled  blood  of  the  red  man  and  the  white?  If 
not,  be  warned  in  time  by  the  spectacle  of  desolation 
and  carnage  in  the  South. 

Is  not  East  Florida  laid  waste?  Have  not  millions  upon 
millions  been  expended  already  in  the  as  yet  unavailine^ 
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•ndeATor  to  subdue  a  fragment  of  the  Seminoica?  But 
what  care  of  money?  It  is  the  aufTenngs  of  our  own 
fellow-citizeni,  the  liveB  of  the  brave  men  of  our  army 
and  militia»  perishing^  amid  the  pestilential  swamps  of 
that  fatal  regfion,  the  destruction  of  the  deluded  Indhins 
themselves,  the  tarnished  honor  of  our  eountryy  and  not 
the  trrasore  exhausted  in  the  war,  which  I  deplore. 
How  many  generab  have  left  that  Beld  of  war,  baffled, 
if  not  defeated?'  Nsy,  is  not  the  whole  army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  thrown  into  distraction,  and  half  dissolved,  by 
the  contentions  of  rank,  the  competitions  of  service,  the 
criminations  and  recriminations,  which  have  sprung  up 
Ui  such  rank  abundance,  like  some  noxious  growth  of 
the  troptea,  out  of  the  soil  of  East  Florida?  And  if  the 
desperation  of  a  few  Seminoles,  either  by  their  own  cf* 
forts  or  the  contagion  of  their  ezsmpJe,  can  excite  a 
war  that  shall  summon  to  the  field  regiment  after  regi* 
ment  of  troops,  to  the  amount,  it  is  reported  to  us,  first 
and  last,  of  some  twenty-five  thousand  men,  whst  would 
be  the  consequence  if  injustice,  or  mismanagement 
should  kindle  a  similar  flame  among  the  Cherokees,  the 
Creeks,  and  the  great  body  of  the  emigrant  Indians? 
God  forbid  that  such  a  calamity  should  descend  upon  our 
beloved  country. 

Dictates  of  duty  in  this  matter  are  not  lesa  imperative 
than  arguments  of  policy.  The  Indians  are  in  our  hands. 
They  have  been  sunk  to  what  they  are,  if  not  by  us,  yet 
through  us.  We  have  assumed  the  guardianship  of 
them,  and  have  pledged  ourselves,  by  stipulation  after 
atipuiation,  to  watch  over  their  welfare.  I  invoke  the 
faith  of  treaties,  I  appeal  to  the  honor  of  the  nation,  I 
demand  of  its  truth  and  justice,  if  there  be  any  sense  of 
right  in  civilized  communities,  that  we  act  decidedly 
and  promptly  in  the  execution  of  some  well-digested 
plan  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  subject  to  our  author- 
ity. Let  us  not  speak  to  them  only  as  conquerors,  and 
in  the  language  of  relentleas  rigori  but  to  the  vigor  that 
shall  overawe  and  control,  conjoin  the  justice  that  shall 
command  respect,  and  the  clemency  that  shall  conciliate 
affection. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  he  felt  called  upon  to  reply  to 
some  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  CusHivo,]  to  set  himself  right  before  the  coun- 
try. That  gentleman  had  quoted  a  passage  from  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  presented  by 
him  (Mr.  E.)  in  1834,  in  which  it  is  said  that  the  re- 
Boval  of  the  Indians  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi  was 
then  the  settled  policy  of  the  Government i  and,  from 
the  general  tenor  of  his  remarks,  it  would  seem  that  he 


relied  on  the  quotation  as  an  approval  of  the  grounds 
on  which  it  had  been  adopted,  and  as  sanction  for  the 
manner  in  which  that  policy  has  been  since  executed. 
He  desired  that  no  such  impression  should  go  forth  to 
the  country.  That  report  was  entirely  a  business  ar- 
tielci  every  topic  was  studiously  avoided  that  might  re- 
vive the  angry  diacussions  of  the  past,  or  give  rise  to 
them  in  future.  The  coilamittee  found  the  policy  de- 
finitively settled  by  the  set  of  1830,  and  in  progress  of 
execution.  That  such  was  the  settled  policy  of  the 
Government  is  stated  simply  as  a  fact)  and  that  be- 
ing settled,  naught  remained  but  to  carry  it  into  ex- 
ecution. The  controversy  between  Georgia  and  the 
Cherokees  that  g^ve  rise  to  that  act  was  then  past,  and 
the  committee  did  not,  on  that  occasion,  desire  to  re- 
vive it;  nor  did  he  now,  notwithstanding  what  had  since 
oocurred,  intend  to  revive  it;  let  it  pass.  Finding  that 
policy  thus  definitively  settled,  it  was  the  direct  object 
of  that  report  to  carry  it  fully  into  execution.  But,  air, 
by  what  measures,  and  in  what  manner^  By  measures 
consistent  with  the  principles  of  good  faith»  and  in  man- 
ner consistent  with  the  principles  of  humanity,  and  by 
wch  only.  I  have  now  nothing  to  say  against  the  policy i 
my  oAly  complaint  Is  solely  against  the  atMiire  by 
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which  it  has  been  and  is  now  in  execution;  I  complain 
that  it  has  been  executed  in  violation  of  national  faith, 
and  of  the  principles  of  humsnity— by  fraud,  -by  force, 
by  war.  I  refer  to  the  Seminoles  and  Creeks.  In  re- 
lation to  the  Seminoles  I  submitted  my  views  to  the 
House  at  the  last  session.  I  adhere  to  them.  We  have 
attempted  to  force  upon  them  a  treaty  by  which  the^ 
were  not  bound.  They  resisted,  and  still  resist  it.  I 
then  earnestly  desired  that  measures  of  conciliation 
should  be  attempted.  It  did  not  meet  the  approt>ation 
of  the  House  or  of  the  Executive.  They  must  be 
whipped,  was  the  expression  used  here.  An  execu- 
tive order  was  issued  to  reduce  them  to  unconditional 
submission.  Four  generak  have  been  in  the  field;  each 
has  given  place  to  a  successor;  the  order  remains  un« 
executed. 

A  small  portion  of  the  Creeks  becoming  hostile,  a 
sweeping  order  was  given  to  remove  the  whole  nation, 
hostile  or  friendly — by  force,  if  necessary.  The  treaty 
of  1833  secured  to  the  Indians  a  right  in  their  reserva* 
tions,  and  to  remain  upon  them— a  right  as  perfect  and 
as  sacred  as  that  by  which  any  man  holds  the  farm  on 
which  he  lives.  Tet,  sir,  this,  notwithstanding,  on  the 
irruption  of  hostility  of  a  part  of  the  nation  only,  this 
sweeping  order  was  given.  No  previous  inquiry  waa 
made  into  the  causes  of  these  hostilities^  to  ascertain 
whether  they  did  not  originate  from  us.  No,  sir,  the 
order  was  given,  and  put  in  execution  as  a  military 
measure.  It  now  appears  that  the  first  fault  was  our 
own;  that  the  fraudulent  and  oppressive  conduct  of  the 
whites  was  the  cause  of  the  Creek  hostilities.  Specula* 
tors  had  obtained  forged  deeds  of  their  Isnds,  driven 
them  from  their  hoihes,  reduced  them  to  stsrvation,  to 
desperation.  Sir,  under  such  circumstances,  would 
not  white  men  rise.in  arms? 

[Mr.  HoMST  called  on  Mr.  EvxaxTT  to  state  the 
evidence  on  which  his  statement  ''that  the  frauds 
committed  on  the  Creeks  were  the  csuse  of  their  hoa» 
tilities"  was  founded. 

Mr.  E.  said  that  he  was  not  aware  that  any  one  would» 
at  this  day,  question  the  fsct.  For  the  evidence  he 
would  refer  the  gentleman  to  the  documents  published^ 
and  psrticuhirly  to  the  famous  Shorter  letters^  detailing 
the  particular  manner  in  which  the  forged  deeds  were 
obtained,  and  the  extent  of  the  forgeries.  A  band  of 
from  twenty  to  fifty  Indians  would  be  collected  in  the 
woods,  who  would  personate  the  surrounding  Indisa 
reserves,  and,  for  a  trifling  reward,  give  deeds  of  their 
lands.  And,  under  such  deeds,  certified  by  a  Govern* 
ment  agent  on  the  spot,  the  Indians  were  driven  from 
their  settlements.  That  such  acta  would  and  had  pro- 
duced the. Creek  hostilities,  was  his  inference. 

Mr.  H.,  after  stating  that  the  hostilities  did  not  break 
out  in  the  sections  of  the  country  where  the  frauds  were 
committed,  called  on  Mr.  E.  to  designate  the  parts  o£ 
the  Creek  country  where  the  frauds  were  committed. 

Mr.  E.  said  he  thought  he  was  entitled  to  call  on  the 
gentleman  to  state  in  what  part  of  the  Creek  country: 
the  frauds  had  not  been  committed.] 

I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  man* 
ner  in  which  the  removal  of  the  Creeks  is  conducted. 
Whether  they  are  regarded  as  friendly  or  hostile,  they 
are  entitled  to  be  treated  with  at  least  common  humani- 
ty. I  say  nothing  of  the  rfemoval  of  some  thousand  or 
more  in  irons;  possibly  necessity  may  require  it-«possi- 
biy  they  may  have  been  of  the  hostile  party,  or  of  those 
whom  force  alone  could  compel  to  leave  their  countryi 
necessity  may  have  required  it— pass  them  by.  I  speak 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  population— >of  men,  womefl» 
and  children.  Since  the  debate  of  yesterday,. |  have 
had  put  into  my  hands  an  appalling  description  of  their 
sufferings — of  what  are  probably  their  auiterings  at  this 
I  moment*    The  recital  is  enough  to  make  ene't  blood 
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run  cold.  It  is  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  at  Fort  Gib- 
son, published  in  the  Arksnssa  Gazette.  The  name  of 
the  writer  is  not  given;  but  (he  letter  carries  on  its  face 
Internal  evidence  of  its  truth;  and  we  are  relieved  from 
all  suspicion  of  its  having  been  got  up  for  political  effect, 
from  the  fact  that  the  Gazette  is  an  administration  pa« 
per.     I  will  ask  that  it  be  read  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

*•  From  the  WuU 

*'  Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in  the  West  to 
bis  friend  in  this  place: 

«DaGiXBiB25,  1836. 

*<  There  is  now  arriving  at  Fort  Gibson,  and  on  the 
road  between  that  place  and  the  Mississippi  river,  near 
14,000  Creek  Indians,  under  course  of  removal,  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  to  their  new  country 
on  the  Arkansas  river.  The  removal  is  made  by  a  com- 
pany of  contractors,  who  receive  a  stated  sum  per 
head  for  each  Indian  delivered  to  the  officers  of  Govern- 
ment appointed  to  receive  them  at  the  line  of  their  new 
country. 

"  Those  contractors  are  bound  to  subsist  them  on  their 
journey;  and  the  removal  of  the  Indians  is,  to  them,  a 
matter  of  speculation.  It  therefore  becomes  iheir  in* 
terest  to  rush  them  on,  regardless  of  either  comfort  or 
eonvenience  to  the  Indians.  And,  in  fact,  those  con- 
tractors  could  not  reasonably  be  expected  to  consult 
the  comforts  of 'the  Indians  to  much  extent,  at  their 
own  individual  expemte.  Therefore,  the  policy  of  re- 
moving them  by  contract  is  a  bad  one,  as  is  well  known 
to  every  one  who  is  at  all  familiar  with  Indian  removals. 

**  Those  people  have  necessarily,  from  the  impoveribb- 
cd  condition  of  many  of  them,  to  move  slowly;  and  perhaps 
more  so  than  was  anticipated  by  the  contractors  previous 
to  their  starting;  consequently,  they  may  not  be  able, 
without  incurring  much  individual  expense,  to  extend  to 
the  Indians  even  the  indulgence  of  time  that  common 
human'riy  requires;  and  whether  they  comply  with  their 
obligation  in  this  case,  or  not,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say; 
bu',  be  that  as  it  may,  no  portion  of  American  history 
can  furnish  a  parallel  of  the  misery  and  suffering  at  pres* 
ent  endured  by  the  emigrating  Creeks.  They  consist 
of  all  ages,  sexes,  and  size?,  and  of  all  the  varieties  of 
human  intellect  and  condition,  from  the  civilized  and 
tenderly  nurtured  matron  and  misses,  to  the  wild  savage 
and  the  poorest  of  the  poor.  Thousands  of  them  are 
entirely  destitute  of  shoes,  or  covering  of  any  kind  for 
the  feet;  many  of  them  are  almost  naked;  and  but  few 
of  them  have  any  thing  more  on  their  persons  than  a 
light  dress,  calculated  only  for  the  summer,  or  for  a  very 
warm  climate;  and  the  weather  being  warm  when  they 
left  Alabama,  many  of  them  left  their  heavier  articles  of 
clothing,  expecting  them  to  be  brought  on  in  steam- 
boats, which  has  as  yet  been  only  partially  done.  In 
this  destitute  condition  they  are  wading  the  culd  mad, 
or  are  hurried  on  over  the  frozen  road,  as  the  case  may 
be.  Many  of  them  have  in  this  way  had  their  feet  frost- 
bitten, and,  being  unable  to  travel,  fall  in  the  rear  of  the 
main  party;  and  in  this  way  are  left  on  the  road,  to  await 
the  ability  or  convenience  ef  the  contractors  to  assist 
them.  Many  of  them,  not  being  able  to  endure  this  un- 
exampled state  of  human  suffering,  die,  and,  it  is  ssid, 
are  thrown  by  the  side  of  the  road,  and  are  covered 
only  with  brush,  &c.,  where  they  remain  until  devoured 
by  the  wolves. 

'*  How  long  this  state  of  things  will  exist,  is  hard  to  con- 
jecture. It  is  now  past  the  middle  of  December,  and 
the  winter,  though  cold,  is  by  no  means  at  its  worst 
atage;  and  when  the  extreme  of  winter  does  fall  upon 
these  most  miserable  creatures,  in  thefr  present  suffer- 
ing and  desperate  condition,  the  destruction  of  human 
life  wtfl  be  most  deplorable. 

*The  American  people,  it  is  presumed,  are  aa  yet  un- 


acquainted with  the  condition  of  those  people;  and  it  ie 
hoped  that,  when  they  do  become  acquainted  with  the 
facts,  the  philanthropic  portion  of  the  community  will 
not  be  found  wanting  in  their  efforts  to  alleviate,  aa  far 
as  practicable,  their  extreme  suffering.  They  are  in 
want  of  almost  every  article  in  common  use  in  a  civilised 
community,  particularly  clothing;  and  any  thing  of  that 
kind  would  be  highly  acceptable— such  as  coarse  gowna* 
shirts,  coats,  pantaloons,  shoes,  U,c.,  which,  if  given  du« 
ring  this  winter,  might  be  the  means  of  saving  many 
lives. 

*■  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Creeks  now  on 
their  way  have  voluntarily  removed  from  their  booMi^ 
in  Alabama,  before  the  time  at  which  they  cottid  be  pos- 
itively required  to  move;  and  that  on  promises  made  to 
them,  some  of  which  have  not,  and  in  all  probability 
will  not  be  complied  with;  and,  after  agreeing  to  re* 
move,  they  left  their  country  in  such  haate,  that  many 
of  them  were  not  able  to  make  sale  of  their  properly t 
and  those  who  did  effect  sales,  it  is  said,  did  not  receive 
more  than  half  value  for  the  property  sold. 

*•  It  is  thought,  by  many  persoi»s,  that  the  Creeks  now 
on  their  way,  and  arriving  in  this  country,  have  been 
recently  hostile  to  the  whites,  and  that  they  have  been 
removed  by  force  of  arms  from  the  country  east  of  the 
Mississippi;  but  such  is  not  the  fact.  Apothhihola  and  hie 
people,  now  under  course  of  removal,  have  been,  with 
but  few  exceptions,  friendly  to  the  whites,  and  eided 
them  in  the  defeat  and  subjugation  of  Nehemathia  and 
his  two  thousand  five  hundred  followers,  who. were 
brought  on  to  this  country  early  in  the  fal',  and  who  are 
at  this  thne  hostile  in  feeling,  not  oiUy  to  the  whites,  but 
to  Apothlahola's  party.  Furthermore,  Apnthlahola  hae 
with  him  the  families  of  near  a  thousand  of  hia  warriors^ 
now  serving  with  our  army  in  Florida. 

**  If  the  removal  of  the  Indians  had  been  made  by  offi- 
cers of  the  Government,  whose  commifisions  would  rest 
upon  a  faithful  execution  of  their  duty  both  to  the  Gov* 
ernment  and  to  the  Indians,  (as  wss  ttie  caae  in  the  re* 
moval  of  the  Choctaws  a»me  years  since,)  the  case  would 
have  been  very  different  from  what  it  has  been  in  this 
case.  The  condition  of  the  Indians  would  have  been 
better,  and  the  actual  expense  to  the  Government  would 
have  been  less;  much  more  indulgence  as  to  time  could 
have  been  extended  to  them  by  the  Government,  than 
could  be  given  by  private  individuals;  they  would  have 
been  more  comfortable,  and  consequently  less  liable  to 
sickness  and  death,  and  to  the  terrible  suffering  which 
they  at  present  have  to  endure. 

*'  I  will  here  remark,  that  to  each  separate  party  of 
four  or  five  thousand  of  those  Indians  there  is  attached, 
as  agent  of  the  Government,  an  officer  of  the  army, 
which  officers  have  no  doubt  discharged  their  duty  in 
the  matter  to  the  fullest  extent  of  their  power.  At  any 
rate,  not  the  least  complaint  has  been  heard  to  have 
been  made  againat  any  one  of  them;  and  they  are  said  to 
stand  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  Indians,  and  have  had 
considerable  turmoil  with  the  contractors. 

'*  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  cast  any  reflection  or  censure 
in  any  particular  quarter,  but  there  is  a  fault  somewhere; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  tlie  inquiring  community  will 
look  to  the  causes  which  have  led  to  this  great  extreme 
of  human  suffering." 

On  the  statement  made  in  tbla  letter  I  shsll  make  no 
comment.  I  make  no  charge  against  the  administration 
as  having  intended  or  countenanced  tbia  state  of  things. 
I  fear,  however,  that  they  have  not  taken  all  proper 
precaution  to  prevent  it.  It  ia  stated,  and  I  am  glad  to 
know  it,  that  the  officers  of  the  Government  attending 
the  emigrating  party  are  not  in  fault.  They,  it  beems, 
have  dune  every  thing  in  their  power.  The  fault  is  in 
the  contractors.  I  hope  no  such  case  will  again  occur. 
It  is  our  duty  to  prevent  it,  if  possible.    I  would  not 
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place  economy  agrainst  humanity.  I  ahottid  be  willing 
to  treble  the  amount  of  the  appropriation,  if  necetsary, 
for  the  comfort  of  the  emigranta.  Aboliah  the  remoTal 
by  eontracti  lubject  Ibem  no  more  to  the  avarice  of  con- 
tractora. 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  Wsya  and  Meana^  with  inatructiofia  ao  to 
modify  and  amend  it  aa  to  atrike  out  all  the  general  ap- 
propriations made  therein  for  the  Indian  tribea,  and  in- 
aert  in  their  place  specific  appropriationii»  founded  on 
the  citimatea  for  which  the  money  is  required  and  stated 
to  be  due. 

Andy  on  this  motion,  Mr.  P.  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  LAWLER  was  opposed  to  the  recommitment  of 
the  bill,  and  waa  of  opinion  that  the  estimate  was  so  per- 
fectly plain,  in  all  its  details,  that  any  amendment  which 
might  be  necessary  could  be  made  in  the  House.  He 
replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Evirbtt,  and  contended 
that  the  Creek  Indians,  by  their  repeated  acts  of  hostil- 
ity, virtually  annulled  the  treaty  which  had  been  made, 
and  operated  a  forfeiture  of  that  protection  from  the 
United  States,  which  they  would  otherwise  have  receiv- 
ed. In  relation  to  the  statement  which  had  been  read 
from  an  Arkanaaa  paper,  the  details  therein  set  forth 
must  come  in  a  more  authenticated  form  than  in  the 
ooiumna  of  a  newspaper,  before  he,"  (Mr.  L.,)  or  the 
House,  or  the  country,  would  give  credit  to  them. 

Mr.  HOL9ET  said,  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey 
baa  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of 
Waya  and  Meana,  with  instructions  to  specify  on  the 
face  of  the  bill  a  particular  amount  of  appropriation  for 
each  item  of  expenditure  for  the  removal  of  the  Creek 
Indians.  I  am  opposed  to  this  motion  on  two  grounds. 
First,  because  the  details  upon  which  the  aggregate  ap- 
propriation is  founded  have  already  been  furnished  by 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Indian  bureau,  printed,  and  laid 
upon  the  table  of  each  member,  before  the  bill  waa  taken 
up  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  Secondly,  because  the  execution  of  the  treaty 
atlpulations  being  dependent  upon  facts  which  this  House 
do  not  know,  and  cannot  ascertain  until  the  time  of  the 
actual  removal  of  the  Indians,  it  would  not  only  embar- 
rass, but  even  prevent  the  execution  of  some  of  the  arti- 
cles of  the  treaty.  Upon  the  first  ground,  the  House 
will  perceive  that  it  is  not  called  upon  to  vote  a  sum 
total  of  the  public  money  without  a  knowledge  of  the 
integ^l  parts  which  compose  it.  They  have  been  spread 
before  us  with  a  minuteness  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  most 
scrupulous,  and  a  certainty  to  which  a  nrnprixu  pleader 
could  not  take  exception^a  certainty  not  only  to  a  com- 
mon intent,  but  in  ivery  particular.  There  ia  a  special 
count  per  head  for  removal  af^er  the  line  of  march  Is 
taken  upi  another  for  rations  whilst  in  camp  preparatory 
to  removal)  a  third  for  riflea,  ammunition,  blankets, 
blacksmith,  &e*  [Here  Mr.  H.  read  from  the  estimatea 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Indian  department  the  vari- 
ous details.]  He  said  gentlemen  had  called  for  apecifi* 
cations.  Tedious  aa  they  are,  I  have  given  them,  ht- 
cause  they  were  demanded,  and  will  ask  in  return  the 
measure  of  legal  justice,  a  recovery  Mteundem  alkgata 
d probata.  But  the  gentleman  from  New  Jtrwey  ia  con- 
tent with  the  items  and  their  corresponding  expenditure, 
but  insists  that  they  should  be  brought  into  the  bill.     A 

S'ance  at  the  treaty  preaents  insuperable  objectiona.  By 
e  13th  article,  each  Creek  warrior  is  to  be  furnished 
with  a  rifle  and  ammunition,  and  each  family  with  a 
blanket.  As  the  number  of  these  articles  must  necessa- 
rily depend  upon  the  number  of  warriora  and  families  at 
the  time  of  executing  the  treaty,  a  specific  amount  for 
these  purposes  must  run  the  hazard  either  of  excess  or 
deficiency.  Again,  sir:  you  insert  in  the  bill  a  special 
amount  ($28  50)  per  head,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  sub- 


sistence and  transportation.  Shall  your  emigrating  con- 
tractors  have  no  less,  or  will  you  give  them  no  more^ 
The  same  msy  be  said  as  to  rations  whilst  in  a  prepara- 
tory state  to  removal.  But  1  will  not  multiply  instances. 
I  have  already  enumerated  enough  to  show  that  the  ex- 
ecutive department  being  charged  with  the  execution 
of  the  treaty  and  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  and  these 
objects  being  influenced  by  facta  and  contingencies 
which  the  Legislature  can  neither  know  nor  control, 
specific  appropriations  for  particular  items  can  only  tend 
to  clog  or  defeat  the  main  end  and  design  of  the  bill,  the 
removal  of  the  Indians^  and  the  fulfilment  of  the  national 
obligations. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Rvbritt] 
baa  assumed  positions  in  regard  to  our  Indian  relationa 
which,  as  one  of  the  Representartves  of  Georgia,  I  cannot 
permit  to  pass  unnoticed  upon  this  floor.  While  he  ad- 
mits it  is  the  settled  policy  of  the  Government  to  trana- 
plant  the  aborigines  beyond  the  Misaissippi,  he  maintains 
that  the  portion  of  the  Creeks  recently  removed  to  the 
West  have  been  torn  from  their  birthright  and  their 
homes,  in  contravention  of  the  national  faith,  aolemnly 
pledged  in  the  treaty  of  March,  1832.  He  interpoaea 
the  aame  objection  to  the  passage  of  thia  bill,  which  pro« 
vides  for  the  removal  of  the  remaining  portion  of  th« 
tribe;  arraya  the  frauds  perpetrated  upon  them  in  the 
aale  of  reaervations  by  our  own  people  aa  the  eausea  of 
their  late  hostilitiesi  and  whilat  pouring  out  the  melting 
charities  of  his  heart,  the  deepest  sympathies  of  his  soul, 
for  the  injuries  and  sufferings  of  the  degraded  sons  of 
Ishmael,  reserves  for  his  own  race  the  freezing  admoni- 
tion that  thoae  who  sow  the  wind  must  reap  the  whirl- 
wind; who  unchain  the  tiger  must  abide  his  fury  as  he 
walks  upon  his  destroying  path.  Sir,  1  beg  leave  to  dif- 
fer with  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  both  in  aentiment 
and  opinion.  I  boldly  avow  my  attachment  for  the  race 
from  which  I  have  descended,  and  with  whom  I  have 
united  in  the  civil  atate  for  the  purpose  of  defence 
againat  foreign  invasion.  I  have  no  tears  to  shed  for  the 
lavage  who  buries  the  tomahawk  in  the  roother'a  breast, 
and  imbrues  his  hands  in  her  infant's  blood.  I  rejoice 
that  American  arms  have  been  enabled  to  arrest  the  bar- 
barians in  their  march  of  blood  and  conflagration,  and 
to  transplant  them  beyond  the  juriadiction  of  the  States. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Vermont  has  intrenched 
himself  on  the  high  grounds  of  the  treaty,  and  opened 
his  batteries  upon  the  Government  for  a  violation  of  its 
provisions,  by  removing  the  Indians  against  their  con- 
sent. A  single  fire  will  dislodge  him  from  his  position. 
By  the  kws  of  nations,  a  atate  of  war  abrogates  pre-ex- 
isting treaties.  If  the  Government  continues  to  fulfil  the 
remaining  clauses  of  the  treaty,  it  is  only  from  a  princi- 
ple of  humanity,  and  not  from  any  considerations  arising 
from  f^ood  faith  to  the  Indians.  If  thev  have  raised  the 
tomahawk  and  acalptng-knife  for  the  adjustment  of  their 
wrongs,  they  cannot  complain  that  the  musket  and  the 
bayonet  have  been  made  the  umpiro  of  our  diflerencea. 
The  treaty  was  therefore  cancelled  by  the  commence- 
ment of  hoatilities,  and  their  removal  a  military  opera- 
tion easential  to  the  peace  and  aafety  of  the  frontiers. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  has  said  that  he  has 
evidence  in  his  possession  to  show  that  the  frauds  com* 
mitted  in  the  sales  of  Indian  reservations  were  the  causes 
of  the  recent  sggresaions  on  the  part  of  the  Creek  na- 
tion. I  demand  not  only  the  evidence  of  fraud,  but 
proof  that,  if  any  wero  committed,  they  were  the  causes 
of  hostilities. 

[Here  Mr.  Evskxtt  stated  that  his  opinion  was  form- 
ed from  the  report  of  Col.  Hogan,  an  agent  appointed 
to  investigate  the  allegations  of  fraud.] 

The  honorable  gentleman  prejudges  not  only  the 
chsrges  of  fraud,  but  how  far  they  may  have  led  tu  ttie 
war— subjects  which  are  now  under  the  investiga(tion  of 
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oommiasioiierB  appointed  under  a  resolution  of  the  lait 
session  cf  Congress.  If,  sd  he  supposes,  the  alleged 
frauds  were  the  causes  of  the  war,  we  would  naturally 
expect  to  find  the  seat  of  war  in  the  districts  where  tl^ey 
were  committed.  But  the  history  of  the  Creek  war  is 
directly  at  variance  with  the  gentleman's  supposition. 
In  McHenry's  district,  where  alone  there  is  a  single 
Allegation  supported  by  the  least  color  of  proof,  the 
natives  maintained  their  friendly  relations,  with  but  few 
exceptions.  In  the  district  certified  by  General  San- 
ford,  an  officer  deservedly  high  in  the  confidence  of 
the  Government,  and  of  elevated  and  irreproachable 
character,  and  where  I  call  upon  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  to  lay  his  finger  upon  a  single  case  of  fraud 
sustained  by  a  shadow  of  evidence,  the  war  had  its  rise, 
progress,  and  end.  Thus  it  seems  where  there  was  fraud 
there  was  the  least  aggression,  and  w  here  there  was  no 
fraud  the  war  raged  in  all  its  horrors.  Sir,  were  I  to 
seek  for  the  sources  of  the  war  with  the  Creek  Indians, 
1  should  dive  deeper  into  the  recesses  of  the  human 
heart,  and  look  beyond  the  sale  of  Indian  reservations. 
Without  reverting  to  the  discovery  of  the  coniinent, 
snd  the  nature  of  the  causes  which  have  produced  the 
existing  relations  between  the  two  races,  I  assume  it  as 
A  fact,  verified  by  daily  experience  and  observation, 
that  there  exists  between  them  a  deep  national  animos^ 
ity«  which,  upon  the  border,  is  continually 'manifesting 
itself  in  open  viulence.  It  is  in  vain,  sir,  that  you  may 
look  for  a  state  of  tranquillity  between  two  people  so 
opposite  in  character  as  savage  and  civilized  man.  In 
vain  may  you  look  for  it  between  the  red  and  the  white 
jman,  burning  under  a  sense  of  mutual  injuries  for  cen- 
turies. I  repest  it,  sir,  hostilities  will  ever  mark  the 
line  of  your  frontier.  They  spring  necessarily  out  of 
existing  relations)  and  a  state  of  peace  is  but  a  lempora* 
ry  suspension  of  hostilities.  Sir,  treat  as  you  please, 
Act  aa  you  please,  reservations  or  no  reservations,  fraud 
or  no  Iraud,  the  removal  of  a  warlike  tribe  of  Indians, 
like  tlist  of  the  Creeks,  becomes,  from  the  nature  of 
things,  a  military  measure.  They  will  not  go  as  abjects; 
revenge  must  sweeten  the  bitter  cup  of  their  departure. 
'Why,  sir,  you  might  give  them  ten  times  the  value  of 
their  lands,  both  by  tresiy  and  private  contract,  and  it 
would  not  affect  the  result.  It  is  the  tempest  of  the 
human  soul,  and  you  cannot  bribe  it.  Neither  the  inge- 
nuity nor  the  power  of  man  can  hush  it  into  silence. 
Jl%  the  hour  of  removal  approaches,  portentous  clouds 
begin  to  darken  the  horizon,  and  the  note  of  prepara- 
tion is  the  electric  fire  which  rends  them  asunder,  and 
calU  down  all  their  fury. 

In  spite  of  all  your  treaties,  your  justice,  or  your 
magnsnimity,  they  will  not  tamely  relinquish  their  soil 
to  your  possession.  For  it  they  will  exact  not  only  your 
.gold,  but  your  blood.  Gentlemen  are  grossly  deceived 
who  imagine  that  in  the  absence  of  fraud  this  tribe  would 
.peaceably  have  emigrated  beyond  the  Mississippi.  The 
supposition  betrays  an  entire  want  of  knowledge  of  the 
Indian  character,  and  of  causes  which  have  been  oper- 
ating for  ages  past. 

But,  sir,  my  honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Oawsoh]  has 
imputed  this  wsr  to  the  Government  as  its  author.  This 
is  a  grave  charge,  and  requires  examination.  Sir,  1  had 
supposed  that  the  Executive  Chief  of  this  nation  was  the 
last  man  upon  earth  on  whom  this  reproach  could  be 
cast.  The  blood  and  tears  of  helpless  innocence,  whilst 
falling  the  victims  of  Indian  barbarity,  will  never  cry  to 
Heaven  against  him. 

{Here  Mr.  Oawsoh  explained,  by  saying  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  implicate  the  President,  but  those  through 
whose  agency  the  clause  for  reservations  in  the  treaty 
had  been  inserted.] 

I  am  happy  to  find  my  colleague  disclaims  all  impu- 
t«tions  upoo  the  Chief  Executive.    The  charge  was 


made  and  reiterated  against  the  Government.  Nov, 
sir,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  find  the  Government  in  the  forma- 
tion of  a  treaty  without  the  President.  He  forms  the 
treaty,  and  the  Senate  approves  or  rejects  it.  When 
the  Government  is  censured  for  the  formation  of  an  Im- 
proper tresty,  I  take  it  for  grsnted  the  President  is  im- 
plicated. But  my  collesgue  has  disclaimed  it,  and  I 
will  press  it  no  further.  1  hope,  therefore,  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  will  not  prevail,  and 
that  the  House  will  pass  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAWSON  said  the  course  which  the  debate 
had  taken  on  the  bill  before  the  House  had  made  it  bie 
duty,  as  one  of  the  Representstives  of  Georgis,  to  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  House,  for  a  short  time,  tl>at  he 
might  be  heard  upon  some  of  the  facts  stated  by  gen- 
tlemen, and  briefly  to  reply  to  some  of  the  insinuations, 
charges,  and  allegations,  which  had  been  made  in  rela- 
tion to  that  part  of  the  Union  from  which  be  came.  The 
range  of  thia  discussion  had  been  wide,  and  to  bis  mind, 
Mr.  D.  said,  in  a  great  measure  unauthorized  by  the 
objects  of  the  billf  questions  and  subjects  having  but 
little  connexion,  if  any,  had  been  introduced. 

Gentlemen  had  spoken  freely  and  sympatbeticallj 
touching  the  policy  pursued  in  relation  to  the  Indians, 
and  especially  the  Creeks,  and  had  plainly  intimated,  if 
not  charged,  that  humanity  had  been  violated,  and  the 
character  of  the  (ft>untry  blackened,  by  acU  of  cruelty 
to  themi  that  the  conduct  of  the  citizena  of  Georgia  and 
Alabama  to  these  Indians  had  gi^en  origin  to. the  late 
war,  which,  it  seems,  has  not  yet  entirely  subsided,  and, 
in  its  consequences,  the  butchery  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  depredations,  and  desolation  of  property. 

Mr.  Speaker,  permit  me  (said  Mr.  P.)  to  ssy  these 
Allegations  contain  not  the  true  causes  of  the  war.  It  ie 
a  mistake,  a  very  great  mistake «  it  is  not  so.  Truth  and 
justice  unite,  and  deny  that  Georgia  and  Alabama  were 
in  fault  in  this  matter  to  such  an  extent  as  to  justify  so 
grave  an  allegation!  and  in  their  vindication,  and  espe- 
cially those  of  my  constituents  who  have  been  denomi- 
nated the  people  of  the  frontiers,  and  against  whom  it 
has  been  said  the  dire  calamities  which  were  perpetra- 
ted on  the  eastern  and  western  banks  of  the  Chattahoo- 
chee river,  during  the  last  spring  and  summer,  were 
partially  chargeable,  1  may  say,  without  being  influenced 
by  State  pride,  a  more  honorable  and  high-minded  pop- 
ulation inhabit  no  portion  of  this  Union,  and  for  the  fuU 
filment  of  their  duties  as  good  and  worthy  citizens, 
politically  and  morally,  are  not  inferior  to  any  other 
portion  of  the  confederacy.  The  charge  that  their  con- 
duct forced  the  Indians  into  a  state  of  desperation,  and 
caused  the  bloody  and  savage  acts  which  they  commit* 
ted,  is  not  true  or  just,  nor  can  it  with  Any  propriety  t>e 
made.  Sir,  the  people  of  that  section  of  the  country 
are  benevolent  and  generous,  and  possess,  at  least  in  An 
equal  degree,  every  sympathy  common  to  our  nature, 
and  which  excites  noble  and  honorable  acts,  and  would 
extend  the  influence  of  these  virtuous  feelings  as  far  as 
any  people  on  earth.  And  here,  in  all  kindness  snd 
good  feeling  to  the  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts  and 
Vermont,  who,  on  yesterdsy  and  to-day,  addressed  the 
House  with  so  much  sympathy  in  behalf  of  the  aborigi- 
nes, and  who  depicted,  with  so  much  pathos,  the  op. 
preasions  snd  cruelties  which  had  been  inflicted  on  that 
race,  I  can  say  no  man  indulges  a  more  sincere  desire  to 
alleviate  their  condition,  and  improve  their  minds  and 
their  morals,  than  1  dot  and  the  gentlemen  will  pardon 
me  for  reminding  them  that  the  tide,  the  first  wave  of 
which  began  to  flow  on  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  At 
Plymouth,  (1630,)  and  beat  on  that  rock  which  now  oo- 
cupies,  as  a  curiosity,  the  centre  of  the  town  of  Plymouth, 
and  is  to  this  day  respected  as  sscred,  is  still  flowing, 
and  will  finally  urge  this  race  beyond  the  Mississippi, 
without  leaving  a  remnant  behind.    The  weves  of  this 
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tide  bavct  in  iu  floodf»  left  the  remesibranoe  of  oppret- 
voM»  and  Meming,  if  not  aotual,  eniekties  towards  the 
people  of  the  forest,  which  the  history  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Pilgrims  and  their  descendants  has  recorded.  On 
the  pag^  of  that  history  scenes  are  painted  not  less 
abhorrent  to  humanity  or  less  appalling  to  the  sickly 
imaginations  of  the  present  than  those  scenes  of  eraelty 
and  oppression  to  which  such  frequent  reference  bad 
been  nude  during  this  debate.  May  I  be  permitted  to 
ask»  where  are  the  mighty  tribes  of  Indians  who  onoe 
occupied  the  delightful  regions  of  New  England,  and 
from  the  **  mountain  top"  limited  their  extent  only  by 
the  surrounding  sky,  and  who,  in  their  native  freedom, 
sported  on  the  beautiful  rivers,  and  who  spread  so  much 
terror  and  consternation  among  the  first  white  settlers? 
They  are  gone,  siri  and  the  places  which  knew  them 
once  will  know  them  no  more.  And  by  what  power 
were  they  forced,  at  least,  from  the  land  of  the  Pilgrims? 
Sir,  I  will  not  cry  out  cruelty,  inhumsnity,  or  injus- 
tiee,  or  indulge  in  a  needless  and  unnecessary  tirade 
about  the  policy  pursued  in  that  section,  in  that  period 
and  since,  towards  the  people  whose  condition  we  can- 
not  improve!  it  would,  perhaps,  be  unkind  so  to  act  or 
to  speak,  for  necessity,  no  doubt,  prescribed  the  policy 
of  that  dky\  the  same  causes  would  now  produce  similar 
effects.  I  will,  however,  remind  gentlemen  that  the 
same  tide  which,  I  might  say,  was  put  in  motion  by  the 
Puritans,  in  its  floods,  has  spread  desolation  over  the 
natives  of  the  forests— first  in  the  £ast-»«nd  it  will  not 
ebb,  I  apprehend,,  until  they  are  utterly  annihilated. 
The  idea  is  unpleasant,  yet  it  is  clearly  the  result  to  be 
leathered  from  the  past  history  of  this  country,  and  the 
indications  of  the  future.  Let  not  the  East,  then,  reflect 
OD  the  policy  of  the  General  Government,  or  the  States, 
in  relation  to  the  aborigines:  necessity  and  policy  pre- 
scribe the  course  of  all,  mingled  with  and  regulated  by 
justice  and  humanity. 

I  trust  the  House  will  pardon  me  for  alluding,  at  this 
time,  to  the  legislation  of  Georgia,  and  her  course  to« 
wards  these  people.  Her  laws,  when  understood,  will  be 
approved;  her  statute  books  will  show  the  protection 
and  securities  guarantied  to  the  Indians.  Their  persons 
and  property  are  as  inviolable  as  those  of  the  whitest 
personal  wrongs  committed  on  them  by  the  whites  are 
punished  by  the  same  law,  and  to  the  same  extent,  as  if 
committed  on  a  white  man. 

Aa  to  the  indulgences  towards  the  Indians,  the  patience 
with  which  Georgia  awaited  the  fulfilment  of  the  com- 
pact  of  ld02  will  show.  And  it  is  worthy  of  remark 
that,  notwithstanding  the  various  tribes  which  have  resi- 
ded in  that  State  from  the  Revolution  to  this  day,  her 
biatory  Is  not  stained  by  iL  aingle  act  of  cruelty  towards 
that  peoplei  nor  has  an  Indian  suffered  the  penalty  of 
the  law  tor  its  violation,  which  a  white  man  would  not 
have  suffered  for  the  same  offence.  Nor  has  the  policy 
of  Georgb,  within  the  last  forty  years,  (and  I  believe 
never,)  nor  have  the  acts  of  any  portion  of  her  citizens, 
involved  this  Government  in  a  single  border  war.  But, 
sir,  for  a  few  years  past,  individuals,  and  perhaps  num* 
bert  of  very  good  men,  have  labored  under  a  delusion 
and  belief  that  Georgia  had  acted  towards  the  Indians 
within  4>er  limits  with  great  rigor  and  oppression.  This 
is  not  true,  to  the  extent  alleged i  In  fact,  every  act  of 
the  State  had  been  justifiable,  and  demanded  by  the 
state  of  our  Indian  relations.  No  State,  Mr.  Speaker, 
(said  Mr.  D.,)  in  this  Union,  has  exhibited  more  magna- 
nimity and  indulgence  towards  the  Indians.  How  long 
have  the  Gherokees  been  in  the  peaceable  and  quiet 
occupancy  of  the  lands  of  Georgia,  within  her  constitu- 
tional limits,  and  guarantied  by  the  General  Government 
in  the  compact  of  1803?  More  than  half  a  century,  sir! 
What  has  arrested  the  growth  of  Georria  for  so  many 
-years^  and  kept  her  io  the  rear  of  the  old  thirteen?  Her 


kindness  and  generosity  to  the  Indians,  sir?  Which  of 
the  States,  originally  forming  the  constitution  of  this 
Union,  has  borne  such  an  encumbrance  upon  its  pros- 
perity? None,  sir—none.  Is  it  not,  then,  unkind  and 
ungenerous,  yea,  unjust  and  exciting,  to  be  charged  at 
this  day,  by  those  who  have  swept  the  Indians  from  thehr 
soil  years  ago,  with  unrelenting  extermination?  But  the 
cry  has  been  raised  of  cruelty  and  oppression,  and  the 
madness  of  the  day  must  have  time  to  cool.  I  trust,  sir, 
I  may  be  pardoned  for  the  digressions  into  which  I  have 
been  drawn  by  this  debate. 

To  return  to  the  causes  of  the  late  war.  It  has  been 
asked,  if  the  conduct  of  the  citixens  of  Georgia  and 
Alabama  did  not  produce  the  war;  what  did?  I  answer, 
the  treaty,  and  the  consequences  proceeding  necessarily 
from  it.  Tea,  sir,  the  treaty  entered  into  at  Washing^ton 
city,  by  the  United  Slates  and  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek 
nation,  in  1832.  My  opinion  is,  and  so  is  the  opinion  of 
all  who  fully  understand  all  its  parts,  that  out  of  the 
terms  of  that  treaty  grew  the  prime  cause  of  the  misfor- 
tunes, butcheries,  and  desolations,  which  the  people  of 
Georgia  and  Alabama  suffered  within  the  last  eighteen 
months.  Let  me  explain.  The  reservations,  the  Indian 
reservations,  sir,  turned  the  Creek  country  into  a  mar- 
ket, overt  and  covert,  for  sales  and  contracts,  honest  and 
dishonest;  fqy  frauds,  limited  and  extensive;  and  to  this 
market  speculators  of  all  sixes,  classes,  and  characters, 
individ«ial^  and  in  confederacy,  and  those  who  were  too 
honest  to  act  improperly  in  person  sent  their  men.  From 
these  reservations  spring  the  contracts  and  sales,  honest 
and  dishonest,  and  all  the  frauds  about  which  so  moch 
has  this  day  been  said.  And  these  frauds  chiefly,  and 
perhaps  an  unwillingneas  on  the  part  of  the  Indian  to  go 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  produced  the  late  war.  Hence 
my  assertion  is  true,  that  the  provisions  of  the  treatjT 
created  the  causes  of  the  war—- the  frauds,  the  war— ihe 
reservations,  the  frauds— the  treaty,  the  reservations. 
Hear  the  3d  article  of  that  treaty;  it  reads  thus:  "  The 
United  States  engage  to  survey  the  land  as  soon  ss  the 
same  can  conveniently  be  done,  after  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty;  and,  when  the  aame  is  surveyed,  to  allow 
ninety  principal  chiefs  of  the  Creek  tribe  to  select  one 
section  each,  and  every  other  head  of  a  Creek  family  to 
select  one  half  section  each;  which  tracts  shall  be  re- 
served from  sale,  for  their  use,  for  the  term  of  fiv« 
years,  unless  sobner  disposed  of  by  them,"  &c. 

The  3d  article  says:  **  These  tracts  n»ay  be  conveyed 
by  the  persons  selecting  the  same,  to  any  other  persons, 
for  a  fair  consideration,  tn  such  manner  as  the  President 
may  directi  the  contract  shall  be  certified  by  some  per-- 
son  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  President,  but 
shall  not  be  valid  till  the  President  approves  the  samei 
a  title  shall  be  given  by  the  United  States,  on  the  com- 
pletion of  the  payment."  Who  cannot  see,  at  a  glance, 
that  this  treaty,  concocted,  arranged,  planned,  and  rati- 
fied here,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  threw  open,  wide 
and  broad,  the  doors  for  speculation,  fraud,  and  cor- 
ruption? And,  sir,  I  have  no  doubt  one  of  the  contract- 
ing parties  saw  it,  and  knew  it,  and,  it  seems,  endeavor- 
ed to  provide  against  it;  for  the  3d  article,  which  con- 
templates a  sale,  says  *<  these  reservations  may  be  sold, 
for  a  fair  consideration,  in  such  a  manner  as  the  Presi- 
dent may  direct;  the  contract  shall  be  certified  by  some 
person  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  President,'* 
&c.  Georgia  nor  Alabama  did  create  this  mother  of  so 
many  evils:  no,  sir,  it  took  its  origin  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  was  the  production-  of  one  of  the  de- 
partments of  this  Government.  And  who  should  be  an- 
swerable for  the  dreadful  and  heart-rending  caUmities, 
frauds,  speculations,  and  infamous  combinations  for  un- 
worthy purposes,  growing  out  of  it?  The  answer  Is 
palpable. 
And,  sir,  who  b«x  not  heard  it  and  seen  it  in  the  pub- 
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lie  prints,  that  this  treaty  had  been  made  a  means,  an 
engine,  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  governmental 
agents,  in  combination  with  individuals  and  companies, 
for,  in  many  instances,  dishdnest  speculations  and  fraud? 
Yes,  sir,  these  things  are  publicf  and,  in  my  view,  it  is 
clear  that  this  treaty,  with  its  reservations,  has  been 
used  for  the  mercenary  interests  of  others  than  a  por- 
t»n  of  the  people  of  Georgia  and  Alabama.  Yea,  North 
and  South,  East  and  West,  and  this  centre,  Washington 
city,  the  place  which  gave  birth  to  the  treaty,  are  said, 
and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  it,  to  have  recipients  and 
partakers  of  these  fraudulent  speculation*.  The  day,  I 
trust,  will  come,  when  the  curtain  shall  be  remove^, 
and  the  authors,  active  and  dormant^  in  these  dark 
deeds  of  infamy,  shall  be  dragged  forward  on  the  scene; 
when  the  whole  of  the  facts  connected  with  this  treaty 
and  the  frauds  shall  be  developed  with  damning  proof 
against  the  guilty,  and  ample  justification  and  approval 
of  the  honest  speculators  or  purchasers,  when  the 
world  shall  know  where  to  attach  the  blame,  to  apply 
the  finger  of  scorn,  and  the  accents  of  indignant  repro- 
bation.  Then  we  shall  find  who  has  pocketed  the  pro- 
ceeds of  frauds  carried  into  successful  operation  by 
means  of  this  measure  of  the  Government,  the  treaty. 
And  yet,  sir,  notwithstanding  the  many  actors  in  these 
atrocities,  exclusive  censure  has  been  directed  to  the 
contiguous  States  of  these  frauds,  and  they  alone  ex- 
posed and  branded  as  the  originators  of  the  evils  which 
have  followed.  Let  every  one  bear  his  share  of  the 
Wame,  as  well  as  his  portion  of  public  indignation, 
whether  he  be  in  office,  high  or  low,  or  occupying  a 
private  stationi  they  who  are  equally  guilty  of  fraud 
ahould  be  equal  in  every  thing  else. 

To  change  the  conclusiona  which  have  been  drawn 
by  myself  and  others,  in  relation  to  the  causes  of  the 
war,  it  haa  been  said,  and  1  think  by  my  collesgue, 
[Mr.  Holsxt]  that  the  white  population  on  the  frontiers 
and  the  Indians  are  generally  in  a  state  of  hostility  with 
each  other;  as  a  proposition,  it  may  be  true,  but  in  rrlation 
to  the  late  Creek  war  it  was  not  so;  for  I  have  no  rec- 
ollection of  any  acts  of  oppression  to  the  Indians,  or  of 
hostilities  from  them.  The  Indians  were  peaceable  un- 
til the  consequences  of  the  treaty  began  to  develop 
themselves.  Frauds,  it  is  said,  were  committed  in  re- 
lation to  the  reservations,  which  could  be  effected  only 
by  a  combination  of  the  certifying  agents;  and,  unless 
the  agents  connived,  a  fraud  could  not  be  easily  prac- 
tised. The  removal  of  auspected  agents,  by  the  Presi- 
dent, took  place,  in  order  to  protect  the  Indians;  but, 
air,  notwithstanding,  frauds  were  perpetrated,  the  In- 
dians were  swindled,  and  they,  at  least  a  part  of  them, 
became  desperate,  particularly  when  the  man  or  men 
which  their  Great  Father  the  President  had  sent  for 
their  protector  had  become  a  traitor  to  their  interest, 
and  was  instrumental,  as  haa  been  charged  on  this  floor 
and  elsewhere,  in  defrauding  them. 

Men  from  every  section,  almost,  of  this  wide  confed- 
eracy concentrated  in  the  Greek  country  about  this 
period— and  for  what  purpose  did  they  go?  To  take 
the  advantagea  which  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  un- 
fortunately presented  for  speculation  in  Indian  reserva- 
tions. They  did  make  it  a  source  of  speculation,  and 
plunged  innocent  and  unoffending  ^en,  women,  and 
children,  of  Georgia  and  Alabama,  on  each  side  of  the 
river  Chattahoochee,  in  all  the  horrors  of  a  bloody  and 
savage  warfare,  by  their  impious  and  eager  thirst  for 
gain  and  profit;  and  when  they  had  consummated  their 
speculations  and  frauds,  in  which  some  Georgians  and 
Alubamians  participated,  they  return  to  their  homes, 
and  add  to  their  infamy  by  slandering  and  calumnia* 
ting  the  people  on  the  frontiers,  whom  they  bad  already 
too  much  injured  by  libelling  them  as  being  the  instiga- 
tors and  cause  of  the  dreadful  consequencea  of  their 
own  acts  of  injustice. 


Sir,  there  baa  been  an  immense  machine  in  motion  in 
relation  to  theae  frauds,  and  similar  speculations,  in 
every  section  of  the  country  where  the  public  lands  are 
for  sale.  Where  can  its  location  be,  sir?  I  have  heard 
it  said,  probably  in  the  city  of  Washington.  One  thing 
seems  to  be  most  certain,  that  it  is  in  operation;  but 
who  manages  the  handle,  and  regulates  its  mighty  ac- 
tion, is  beyond  discovery.  Speculation  ia  the  order  of 
the  day,  and  those  who  have  engaged  in  it,  as  individu- 
ala  or  companies,  are  becoming  rich— whether  active 
or  dormant  partners;  and  those  who  have  committed  the 
frauds  upon  the  Indians  in  the  Creek  country,  whether 
they  were  agents  or  oflicers  of  the  Government,  individ- 
uals or  companies,  or  otherwise,  are,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, by  the  use  of  the  treaty  and  its  unfortunate  and  un- 
wise provisions,  the  cause  of  the  late  Indian  difficulties. 

The  gentleman  from  Vermont  had  very  eloquently 
and  feelingly  depicted  these  frauds,  and  had  also  pre* 
sented  to  this  House  a  deplorable  picture,  as  drawn,  of 
the  condition  and  aituation  of  the  emigrating  Creeks; 
and  also  by  the  anonymous  letter  which  he  has  caused 
to  be  read  by  the  Clerk.  Suppose  all  this  to  be  true, 
no  censure  ahould  be  attributed  to  Georgia  or  Alabama* 
for  they  had  no  more  connexion  with  these  matters  than 
any  other  States  in  the  Union;  it  is  a  matter  in  the  ex« 
elusive  control  of  the  General  Government. 

[Mr.  Etxbett  rose,  and  asked  Mr.  D.  to  permit  him 
to  explain. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  E.  said)  had  mis- 
apprehended the  scope  of  his  remarks.  He  certainly 
did  not  intend  to  make  any  Imputation  against  the  char* 
acter  of  any  State;  and  thought  his  expressions  had  been 
sufficiently  guarded  to  exclude  such  a  construction;  he 
had,  in  general  terms,  charged  the  Creek  frauds  on  the 
whites;  he  had  not  designated  to  what  section  of  country 
they  belonged.  He  was  as  well  aware  as  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  that  they  did  not  belong  exclusively  to 
the  adjoining  Slates;  that  persons  of  high  standing  else- 
where were  concerned  in  the  frauds  and  the  removali 
and  that  it  would  be  in  the  highest  degree  illiberal  and 
UKJust  to  characterize  any  State  by  the  improper  con- 
duct of  a  few  individuals;  and  he  could  have  no  doubt 
that  the  conduct  of  these  speculators  was  held  in  as  deep 
reprobation  in  Georgia  and  Alabama,  as  in  any  part  of 
the  Union.] 

Yes,  sir,  (said  Mr.  Dawsoit,)  there  is  no  doubt  of  that 
fact,  and  1  am  gratified  at  the  explanation.  The  letter, 
sir,  which  has  been  read  before  this  House,  detailing 
the  condition  of  the  emigrating  Creeks,  whether  true  or 
false,  had  no  relation  to  the  Statea  from  whence  they 
had  removed;  nor  could  it  originate  censure  againat 
those  Sutes  which  had  suffered  by  their  murders,  ar-. 
sona,  and  robberies.  If  censure  were  due,  it  properly  at- 
tached to  the  Government,  or  its  agents,  as  this  article 
of  the  treaty  will  clearly  demonatrate:  « Art.  13.  The 
United  States  are  desirous  that  the  Creeks  ahould  remove 
to  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  join  their 
countrymen  there;  and  for  this  purpose  it  is  agreed  that, 
as  fast  as  the  Creeks  are  prepared  to  emigrate,  they  shalt 
be  removed  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  and 
shall  receive  subsistence  whilst  on  their  journey,  and  for 
one  year  after  their  arrival  at  their  new  home,*'  8cc. 

The  Government  is  thereby  bound  to  remove  the 
Creeks,  and  subsist  and  protect  them,  and  to  pay  all  the 
expenses  of  removal;  and  to  support  them  and  supply 
them  for  one  year  after  their  arrival  at  their  "new 
home."  These  are  obligations  and  duties  belonging  to 
the  Government,  and  for  their  fulfilment  and  discharge 
ample  appropriations  have  been  made  by  Congress.  If 
these  duties  and  obligations  have  been  neglected,  and  if 
it  be  true  that  these  people  are  in  the  miserable  condition 
represented,  that  their  sufferings  are  such  as  have  been 
portrayed,  the  fault  must  be  on  the  agenti  of  the  Qor* 
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ernment.  The  contraeton  for  removal,  I  anderttand, 
have  fulfilled  their  contractsi  no  cause  of  censure  justly 
applies  to  any  Statei  the  Govemment  is  responsible. 

8ir»  a  needless  sympathy  seems  to  have  been  excited, 
In  consequence  of  the  few  hostile  Creeks  having  been 
emifsrated  in  chains.  This  is  true,  and  was  an  act  Just 
and  proper,  and  the  officers  of  the  Government  deserve 
no  oentore  for  tbisi  justice  and  humanity  prompted  itt 
it  was  due  to  the  safety  of  the  defenceless  women  and 
children  of  the  frontiers,  and  for  the  protection  of  the 
property  of  our  citizens  in  that  section,  which  was  then  a 
scene  of  desolation,  conflagration,  and  murdert  and,  sir, 
it  was  an  act  of  kindness  to  the  Indians  themselves,  thus 
to  force  them  to  their  new  home,  and  prevent  them 
from  remaining  and  avenging  their  mistaken  and  savage 
propensities  by  acts  of  cruelty  and  murder  againat  the 
vhitesi  and  it  gave  them  an  escape  from  the  vengeance 
of  a  justly  incensed  and  excited  community,  who  had 
been  roused  Jo  desperation  by  the  murderous  acts  of 
these  very  emigrating  Indians.  It  was  an  act  of  pure 
grace  and  favor,  for,  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  these  mur* 
derers  of  women  and  children,  and  desolators  of  prop* 
erty,  and  destroyers  of  the  public  mails,  had  forfeited 
their  livrs,  knd  deserved  death.  But,  sir,  the  generous, 
and  noble  and  forgiving  feelings  of  our  nature  permit* 
ted  them  to  escape  the  vengeance  of  the  violated  law. 
Let  no  man  speak  of  the  indignation  of  the  injured  Geor* 
gtans  and  Alabsmians  leading  to  cruelty^  the  emiKrution 
of  these  Indians,  after  the  murders  they  had  committed, 
the  robberiea  and  conflagrations  they  had  perpetrated, 
being  permitted  by  an  injured  people  to  escape,  and  to 
have  taken  up  their  line  of  march  for  the  West,  almost 
in  view  of  the  smoking  ruins  of  Roanoke,  amidst  the  re* 
mains  of  which  now  lie  the  bones  and  ashes  of  fathers^ 
mothers^  brothers,  and  sisters,  innocent  and  unoffending 
women  and  children,  who  were  murdered  by  the  dead* 
ly  rifles  of  these  emigrants,  or  perished  in  the  flames  of 
the  conflagration.  Mr.  Spealcer,  their  permission  to  es* 
cape  is  wondrous,  and  speaks  volumes  in  favor  of  that 
portion  of  this  Union,  and  will  command  applause.  Such 
an  indulgence  to  the  ignorance  and  savage  ferocity  of 
the  men  of  the  forest  can  be  found  in  the  history  only  of 
Georgia  and  of  Alabama. 

There  is  still  a  part  of  these  people  remaining,  and 
the  appropriation  contained  in  the  bill  before  the  House 
b  to  effect  their  removal;  let  me,  in  the  name  of  an  ex- 
posed and  injured  people,  urge  that  it  should  be  made, 
and  these  Indians  removed.  Then  may  the  men,  wo- 
men, snd  children,  of  that  suffering  portion  of  the  Union 
sleep  secure,  and  be  relieved  from  all  the  fears  and  ap- 
prehenaioiia  of  savage  cruelties. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  he  was  gratified  that  he  had 
made  the  occasion  fur  the  eloquent  speech  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  on  his  left,  [Mr.  Dawsos.]  If  any 
thing  could  have  reconciled  him  to  some  acts  of  that 
State  now  past  and  gone  by,  it  would  be  the  tone,  the 
temper,  and  the  manly  bearing,  of  that  gentleman.  He 
had  listened  with  admiration  to  the  instant,  the  impas- 
sioned, and  able  defence  of  the  character  of  his  State 
called  out  on  the  mere  "(mis) apprehension  that  it  had 
been  assailed.  The  honor  of  that  State  was  in  safe 
keeping  so  long  as  that  gentleman  retained  a  seat  on 
that  floor. 

The  gentleman  had  not,  however,  contented  himself 
with  repelling  the  supposed  attack,  but  he  had  crossed 
the  line,  and  carried  the  war  into  the  North.  He  had  sig- 
nificantly asked  if  the  Indians  had  no  charges  to  bring 
against  New  England?  Sir,  I  would  that  I  could  say  no. 
Some  things  were  there  transacted  of  which  New  England 
has  no  reason  to  be  proud «  but  some  allowance  is  to  be 
aaade  for  the  peculiar  opinions  of  that  day,  and  some  for 
the  advance  of  the  age.  The  acts  done  then  would  be  now 
sins  against  greater  light  and  knowledge*    lo  relation 


to  the  Indians,  there  are  aome  pages  in  the  history  of 
New  England  which  I  wish  had  never  been  there,  some 
that  I  wish  could  be  obliterated;  I  wish  the  modem  pro- 
cess of  expunging  could  be  applied  to  them  by  this  body 
or  by  any  body  elsewhere. 

[Mr.  HoKSXT  asked  Mr.  £.  to  repeat  the  words,  not 
having  heard  distinctly.] 

I  said  that  there  are  some  pages  in  the  history  of  New 
England  that  I  wish  could  be  obliterated;  and  I  now  say 
I  abould  be  glad  to  see  the  modern  process  of  expunging 
applied  to  them— thai  black  linea  shonld  be  drawn 
around  the  page,  and  across  it  written  "  expunged  by 
order  of  the  Senate."  This,  sir,  would  be  applying  the 
process  to  some  good  purpose.  I  have,  then,  only  to  ssj 
that  it  will  be  time  enough  to  quote  the  wrongs  of  New 
England  as  a  justification  when  these  wrongs  are  justi* 
fied. 

I  have  been  charged  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
on  my  right  [Mr.  Holsbt]  with  an  exclu«ve  sympathy 
for  Indian  suffV rings,  and  none  for  those  of  the  whites— 
none  for  the  men,  women,  and  children,  murdered  by 
the  savage.  That  I  have  felt  strongly  the  injustice  per* 
petrated  against  that  race,  in  all  time,  but  more  flagrant- 
ly of  late,  I  will  not  deny.  Bur,  sir,  what  occasion  have 
I  given  for  the  residue  of  the  charged  It  is  this:  thst  I 
have  not  rested  content  with  exciting  attention  to  theim* 
mediate  cause— to  the  excited  savage  alarm— but  to  those 
who  have  excited  him  to  those  inhuman  acts.  He  who 
unchains  the  tiger  takes  the  responsibility.  The  sav* 
age  is  the  instrument  of  cruelty  in  the  hands  of  him  who 
excites  him  to  war.  I  will  notice  one  other  remark  of 
the  same  gentleman.  He  has  stated  that  the  natural  re- 
lation of  the  Indian  to  the  whites  is  that  of  war.  That 
such  is  the  inherent  disposition  of  the  Indian,  on  any 
proper  oecasion  I  would  make  the  issacf  that  we  have 
been  always  the  aggressor,  I  do  not  sayi  but  that  we 
have  been  so  more  often  than  they,  I  think  our  own  his- 
tory will  fully  sustain.  In  judging  them,  we  weighed 
them  in  even  acales  with  ourselves.  We  have  made  no 
allowances  for  the  difference  of  temperament  and  feel» 
ings  of  their  race;  whst  should  not  provoke,  we  deem  it 
highly  unreasonable  that  it  should  rouse  the  savage  to  re- 
venge. The  occasion,  however,  is  not  appropriate  for 
the  further  discussion  of  this  question. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  the  House  would  not  re- 
commit this  bill.  With  reference  to  the  alleged  frauds^ 
he  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  very  bill  contain- 
ed an  appropriation  for  their  investigation;  and  he  fur- 
ther stated  that,  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  days,  a  re- 
port would  be  made  by  the  commissioners  charged  with 
that  duty.  That  would  present  a  more  proper  occasion 
to  discuss  the  subject  of  the  causes  of  the  Creek  war, 
and  the  part  these  alleged  frauds,  if  any  such  be  found 
to  have  existed,  may  have  had  in  producing  the  war. 

With  regard  to  the  motion  to  recommit,  be  would  ex- 
plain, in  a  few  words,  the  object  of  It.  Mr.  C.  then  cited 
one  of  the  g^eral  itema,  and  then  read  m  exienao  the  es- 
timates upon  which  it  was  founded,  some  twenty  or  thir- 
ty in  number,  some  of  them  embracing  trifling  amounts^ 
and  which  showed  that,  if  the  specifications  were  carried 
out  through  the  bill,  it  would  swell  to  a  volume  in  size. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  said  he  regretted  very  much  that 
any  discussion  had  been  thought  necessary  on  the  pres- 
ent bill,  feeling  assured  that  there  were  but  few  who 
would  be  found  to  sanction  the  proposed  amendment 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr. 
Pabkbb.]  Situated  aa  he  was,  however,  he  felt  4t  his 
duty  to  reply  to  some  of  the  remarks  which  had  been 
made  by  tl>e  several  gentlemen  who  preceded  him,  and 
especially  as  they  were  connected  and  related  to  his  own 
State.  While  (said  Mr.  G.)  he  differed  with  his  honor- 
able colleague  [Mr.  Dawsoh]  as  to  the  cauaca  of  the 
Creek  war,  and  wholly  deaied  thai  the  Government  had 
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any  ■geney  in  the  nne,  be  h»d  liitened  with  great  at- 
tention to  him,  and  was  pleated  and  delighted  at  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  acquitted  himsejf.  It  has  been 
stated  (said  Mr.  G.)  that  to  the  clause  in  the  treaty  which 
gives  resenrations  ia  to  be  traced  the  origin  of  our  Creek 
difficulties!  and  it  seeras  to  be  the  wish  of  some  gentle* 
men  to  6z  this  exclusively  upon  the  Government.  In 
making  such  a  charge,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  it  shouki  bereaol- 
lected  that  all  treaties,  before  they  are  eonsummated,  must 
be  ratified  by  the  Senate)  and  whatever  may  have  been 
our  error  in  embracing  such  a  clauiei  and  whatever  dif. 
ficuliies  may  have  arisen  from  the  same,  that  honorable 
and  dignified  body  must  come  in  for  a  share  of  the  re- 
sponsibility and  censure  attempted  to  be  thrown  on  the 
Government.  But  Mn  G.  said  he  was  gratified  to  say 
that  no  man  is  more  opposed  to  the  principle  of  reser* 
vations  than  General  Jackson «  he  has  witnessed  with  re. 
gret  and  mortification  the  difficulties  arising  under  them, 
and  the  numerous  frauds  and  perjuries  to  which  they 
have  led  I  and  such  is  now  his  sbhorrence  to  them,  that 
he  will  not  himself  sanction  them,  or  even  consent  to 
submit  to  the  Senate  for  their  sanction  any  treaty  em- 
bracing such  a  clause.  And  in  the  late  treaty  with  the 
Cherokees  he  refused  to  do  so  until  it  was  stricken  out, 
expressing  with  great  feelings  of  disapprobation  that 
auch  a  clause  should  have  been  included,  when  his  views 
and  opinions  on  the  subject  were  so  well  known.  Mr. 
G.  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  ssy  what  were  the  origi- 
nal opinions  of  the  President  in  relstion  to  this  matteri 
but  if  ever  favorable,  they  have  long  since  undergone  a 
change,  and  were  almoat  universally  known  at  this  time. 
Sad  experience  has  caused  changes  in  the  opinions  of 
many  on  this  question,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  who  now  assume 
entirely  new  positions.  But  under  no  circumstances 
was  he  prepared  to  sanction  the  principle,  that  because 
reservations  were  embraced  in  the  treaty,  it  constituted 
any  Justification  for  the  fraudulent  speculators)  and  that 
errors  committed  by  the  Government  (if  gentlemen 
please)  are  to  extenuate  and  palliate  their  crimes  for  a 
vtoUtion  of  all  laws.  He  (Mr.  G.)  recognised  no  such 
rule  of  morals  for  himself. 

Mr.  G.  then  observed  that,  as  to  what  had  been  said 
as  to  the  causes  of  the  war,  it  was  painful  to  him  even  to 
allude;  but  a  duty  to  his  State  and  country  forbids  his 
silence,  and  -was  paramount  with  him  to  all  other  con- 
siderations. It  has  been  said,  then,  that  (he  frauds  prac- 
tised on  the  Indians  were  not  connected  with  the  war. 
He,  from  his  very  soul,  wished  it  might  prove  so{  his  rule 
was  to  consider  *•  all  men  innocent  until  their  guilt  be 
made  manifest)"  but  he  was  bound  to  say  that  he  greatly 
feared,  whenever  a  fuU  investigation  was  had,  it  would 
be  found,  that  if  not  the  immediate,  they  were  the  re- 
mote cause.  Let  it  not  be  disguised  (said  Mr.  G.)  that 
a  more  perfect  system  of  fraud  and  fraudulent  specula- 
tions was  never  organized  and  consummated  than  that 
which  was  organized  and  consummated  by  a  few  citizens 
of  his  own  State,  and  claiming  to  be  citizens,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defrauding  and  cheating  the  Indians  of  their 
lands.  He  forbore  a  recital  of  their  systematic  ar- 
rangements) their  plans  as  to  the  modu9  operandi  to  do 
so  would  but  cause  all  to  blush  for  the  depravity  of  hu- 
man nature.  Let  it  be  known,  however,  (said  Mr.  O.,) 
that  several  are  supposed  to  be  connected  in  these  trans- 
actions who  have  held  high  situations  in  our  State,  and, 
as  not  known  to  his  colleaguevr  *»*c  composed  of  men  of 
wealth  and  influence  of  both  political  parties)  and  here 
he  would  remark,  without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  firm  and  usually  bold  and  inde- 
pendent stand  that  the  President  took  in  withholding 
the  patents  until  an  investigation  of  the  whole  matter 
could  be  had,  it  called  down  upon  him  the  bitterest  op- 

goiition  of  the  parties  interested,  and  of  many  who  had 
eeo  formerly  bis  friends.    Mr.  G.  said  it  wu  probable 


msny  purchases  made  were  perfectly  fair,  ftnd  in  good 
faith,  and  for  all  such  he  was  assured  the  most  satis&ctory 
measures  would  be  adopted  at  an  early  period.  Tbo 
whole  matter  was  now  under  full  investigation  before  a 
competent  tribunal,  and  a  report  soon  expected:  what 
that  report  would  be  be  was  not  prepared  to  say)  but 
he  invoked  gentlemen  to  abstain  at  psesent»  and  on  all 
future  oecasions^  from  casting  further  reflections  upon 
the  State,  and  the  whole  people  of  his  State,  for  the  er- 
rors and  Crimea  of  a  lew.  To  continue  it  was  illiberal  and 
unjust,  and  could  not  be  expected  would  be  quietly  sub* 
mitted  to.  Whenever  (said  he)  the  guilty  shall  be  fer« 
reted  out»  and  their  guilt  made  manifest,  beg^reatly  mis- 
took the  character  of  the  people  of  bis  State  If  they 
were  not  the  first  to  point  at  them  the  finger  of  soom» 
and  treat  them  as  their  conduct  merited. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  by  saying  that,  whatever  may  bavtt 
been  the  causes  of  the  Creek  war,  they  eertainly  could 
not  operate  against  the  appropriationa  and  the  passige 
of  the  bill.  It  was  a  melancholy  truth  that  the  war  had 
been  produced,  and  the  fatal  consequences  growing  out 
of  it  but  too  deeply  felt,  if  not  by  the  whole  country,  by 
the  citizens  of  Georgia  and  Alabama.  Sir,  (s/id  he,) 
the  tragical  scenes  have  been  enacted)  the  horrible  deeda 
of  murder  and  massacre  have  been  committed,  and  but 
too  deeply  impressed  upon  our  minds;  our  tiattle  grounds 
have  been  stained  with  the  blood  of  some  of  our  valued 
citizens;  many  have  found  honorable  graves;  valuable 
possessions  have  been  laid  waste  and  wrapt  in  flamest 
wives,  motherst  and  children^-nay,  all  ages  and  sexes- 
have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  savage  cruelties  and  violence* 
The  scalping-knite  and  tomahawk  have  streamed  with 
the  blood  of  innocence)  hundreds  were  now  clad  in 
mourning,  and  the  heart  of  many  a  fond  parent  made  to 
bleed  for  the  loss  of  some  near  and  dearest  relative)  and 
yet  an  attempt  is  made  to  elicit  our  feelings  and  sympa- 
thies in  behalf  of  the  actors  of  these  scenes,  and  the  pol- 
icy pursued  towards  them  by  the  State  and  National 
Governments  openly  condemned.  This  (said  Mr.  G.) 
was  but  a  faint  and  imperfect  sketch  of  the  effects  of  the 
war;  and,  though  we  may  not  have  it  in  our  power  to 
trace  the  cause  to  its  true  origin,  though  it  may  remain 
shrouded  in  darkness  and  obscurity,  atill  (said  Mr.  G.) 
the  bloody  and  awful  consequences  resulting  from  it 
will  no  doubt  furnish  a  fruitful  theme  for  some  future 
historian,  but  in  whom,  he  prayed,  there  would  not  be 
found  (as  here)  any  sympathy  for  the  perpetrators  of 
such  deeds  of  barbarity  and  cruelty.  He  hoped  the  mo- 
tion to  recommit  would  be  rejected,  and  the  bill  speedi- 
ly passed. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  he  rose  in  a  state  of  severe  indispo- 
sition snd  suflTering,  under  which  he  had  labored  for  the 
last  two  dayti,  to  proteat  against  the  common  cry  of 
frauds,  frauds,  which  resounds  firom  so  many  qusrtera 
of  this  House  whenever  an  appropriation  is  asked  to  sup- 
press the  hostilities  or  to  effect  the  removal  of  the  Creek 
Indians.  He  said  it  was  most  strange  that  this  cry  should 
again  be  heard,  on  this  occasion,  when  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  appropriation  asked  was,  in  fact,  for  the 
purpose  of  the  investigation  of  the  very  frauds  against 
which  gentlemen  sq  bitterly  complained.  One  would 
suppose  that,  if  such  a  holy  horror  of  fraud  actuated  thie 
House,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  passing  this  appro- 
priation; that  every  means  would  be  adopted  to  facilitate 
the  investigation  which  is  now  going  on;  and  that  the  clain- 
orous  indignation  of  gentlemen  would  be  withheld  until 
they  received  the  report  of  the  commissioners  charged 
with  the  investigation. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  if  these  accusations  ef  firsud  were* 
or  could  be,  confined  to  the  miserable  perpetrators  who 
had  engaged  in  them»  he  certainly  would  not  say  a  word 
in  their  vindication,  or  attempt,  in  any  manner,  to  avert 
fromtbem  the  withering  blast  of  publio  reprebeosioo- 
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He  bad  no  sympathies  in  common  with  them,  whether 
tbey  were  or  were  not  his  conslituenls;  but  he  asked 
whether  the  acta  of  a  band  of  lawless  swindlers,  he  would 
not  call  them  speculators,  should  draw  do^n  the  indis- 
criminate denunciations  of  the  House  upon  the  grest 
mass  of  respectable  settlers  who  reside  in  that  portion  df 
Alabama?  Are  these  frauds  to  be  a  standing  reproach 
to  the  entire  community?  Are  these  settlers,  who,  if 
l^entlemtn  are  right  in  supposing  the  late  Creek  war  to 
have  been  produced  by  the  frauds  practised  on  the  In- 
dians, are  they  to  be  deprived  of  all  sympathy  for  their 
losses  and  sufferings,  and  even  their  just  claims  on  this 
Government  to  be  prejudiced  and  drowned  in  such  vo- 
ciferations of  fraud?    He  trusted  not. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  it  will  be  recollected  that  the  first 
complaint  tl>at  was  heard  on  this  floor  against  the  very 
frauds  of  which  gentlemen  speak  was  from  the  people 
of  that  portion  of  Alabama  and  the  adjoining  portions 
of  Georgia.  Yes,  sir,  from  a  very  large  and  respectable 
portion  of  the  settlers,  who  were  in  the  immediate  vicin- 
ity of  these  outrages  upon  law  and  honesty.  Sir,  it  was 
these  people  who  first  demanded  the  investigation  which 
is  now  going  on.  The  House  could  not  fail  to  remem- 
ber the  urgent  petition  which  he  (Mr.  L.)  presented  at 
a  late  period  of  the  last  session,  coming  from  so  large  a 
number  of  these  people,  charging  the  existence  of  these 
frauds,  and  demanding  the  most  prompt  and  thorough 
investigation.  What  stronger  proof  do  gentlemen  want 
to  convince  them  that,  if  such  frauds  have  been  prac- 
tised in  that  section  of  country,  they  are  nowhere  visited 
with  more  unqualified  condemnation  and  indignation, 
than  by  the  very  people  among  whom,  and  in  outrage  of 
the  feelings  of  whom,  they  were  perpetrated. 

Nor  must  gentlemen  think  that,  because  these  frsuds 
were  committed  in  Alabama,  they  were  therefore  com- 
mitted wholly  by  Alabamians.  Sir,  it  is  like  all  other 
cases  of  frauds  in  the  purchase  of  Indian  reservations) 
and  wherever  Indian  reservations  have  been  purchased, 
the  fraudulent,  nut  only  from  the  adjoining  but  from 
more  distant  States,  have  flocked  together,  and  formed 
companies  to  engage  in  the  common  work  of  cheating 
the  Indian.  If]  were  asked,  in  the  absence  of  a  report 
on  this  subject  from  the  commissioners,  if  frauds  existed, 
1  would  answer  affirmatively;  if  inquired  of  as  to  the  the- 
atre of  these  frauds,  I  would  say  in  the  Creek  country 
of  Alabama;  if  questioned  as  to  the  individuals  by  whom 
I  these  frauds  were  committed,  to.  what  State  they  belong, 
I  I  would  say,  not  to  any  one  State,  but  possibly  to  all  of 
them — to  the  United  States.  Many  of  the  individuals  be- 
longings to  these  companies,  and  among  them  probably 
the  most  unscrupulous,  because  the  least  known,  doubt- 
less did  not  then,  nor  do  they  now,  live  in  the  State  of 
Alabama.  Gentlemen,  therefore,  in  denouncing  the  au- 
thors of  this  general  system  and  harvest  of  fraud,  may, 
I  in  some  instances,  denounce  their  own  constituents  as 
well  as  mine;  but,  in  so  doing,  they  give  a  location  to 
I  their  censure  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  be  found  to 
I  be  most  unju&t  to  the  people  of  that  portion  of  Alabama. 
Yes,  sir,  if  the  facts  are  ever  fully  reported  to  the 
country,  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  found  that  Alabama 
has  borne  more  than  her  due  portion  of  censure  on  this 
subject. 

1  trust,  however,  sir,  that  in  future  discussions  on  our 
Indian  affairs,  there  will  be  less  of  this  random  assertion 
of  general  fraud;  that  gentlemen  will  withhold  their  fur- 
ther denunciation  until  they  shall  see  the  report  of  the 
commissioners  on  this  subject;  and  I  hope  that  this  report 
will  be  received  before  the  close  of  this  session.  I  also 
hope  that,  when  that  report  is  received,  it  will  be  found 
that  publ  c  rumor  has  magnified  the  extent,  if  it  has  not 
the  heinous  character,  of  these  frauds;  and  that  the  In- 
dian war  grew  out  of  causes  of  a  more  general  character; 
out  of  the  Seminole  war,  which  was  then  raging,  and 
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the  reports  of  which  were  daily  reaching  the  Creeks;  for 
it  is  a  fact  well  known,  that  the  Creek  war  commenced 
at  that  very  point  in  the  nation  from  which  the  Seminoles 
mostly  sprung;  at  a  point  the  most  contiguous  to  the 
Seminoles,  and  among  that  portion  of  the  Creeks  most 
nearly  allied  to,  and  having  the  most  sympathy  with,  the 
Seminoles. 

Be  these  suggestions,  however,  as  they  may,  Mr. 
Speaker,  as  no  member  has  taken  a  more  decided  course 
than  myself  in  urging  the  investigations  which  are  going 
on  into  these  frauds,  so  no  member  will  be  more  grati- 
fied at  the  disclosuresthey  may  produce.  If  of  innocence, 
they  will  remove  unjust  suspicion  and  censuse;  if  of 
guilt,  they  will  give  a  just  direction  to  public  detestation 
and  scorn.  In  these  sentiments  I  know  that  I  am  sus* 
tained  by  more  than  nineteen  twentieths  of  the  people 
most  contiguous  to  the  scene  of  these  alleged  frauds; 
and  if  there  is  a  stronger  or  deeper  detestation  of  these 
frauds  and  their  authors  in  one  part  of  the  country  than 
in  another,  it  is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  where  they 
have  been  perpetrated. 

Under  these  convictions,  Mr.  L.  concluded  by  saying 
that  he  had  felt  himself  authorized  to  reprobate  the 
loose  and  indiscriminate  manner  in  which  frauds  had 
been  imputed  to  the  people  in  that  section  of  Alabama. 
As  the  representative  of  that  people,  he  had  gone  as  far 
as  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  in  the  investigation  of 
these  frauds.  He  was  but  carrying  out  the  will  of  those 
he  represented;  and  had  he  pursued  a  different  course, 
upon  a  point  so  immediately  involving  the  honor  off  his 
constituents,  their  indignant  reprobation  would,  as  it 
ought,  instantly  put  him  down. 

Mr.  HAYNES  thought  this  discussion  premature.  If 
the  conduct  of  Georgia  was  before  the  House,  he  would 
willingly  contribute  his  mite  in  her  defence;  but,  if  not, 
he  hoped  the  discussion  would  be  confined  to  the  only 
subject  properly  under  consideration. 

Mr.  PARKER  said  a  few  words  in  support  of  his  mo* 
tion»  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon,  but  the 
House  refused  to  order  them,  and  the  motion  was  dis- 
agreed to  without  a  division,  and  the  amendments  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  were  all  severally  concurred  in. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted  an  ad- 
ditional section,  providing  that  no  Indian  should  hereaf- 
ter be  removed,  by  contract,  from  the  east  to  the  west 
side,  of  the  Mississippi. 

After -a  few  words  from  Messrs.  WILLIAMS  and 
HAYNES, 

Mr.  McKIM  demanded  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded;  and  the  main  question,  being  ordered,  on 
the  engrossment  of  the  bill,  was  put,  and  carried  without 
a  division. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

ARMY  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Casxt  in  the  chair,}  on  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army  for 
the  year  1837. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean^  reported  a  series  of 
amendments  making  appropriatior.s  for  certain  items  in 
the  ordnance  department,  &c. ;  which  were  agreed  to. 
And,  no  other  amendment  having  been  offered,  the 
bill  was  laid  aside. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  asked  the  committee,  at  this 
time,  to  take  up  and  consider  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  certain  fortifications  for  the  year  1S3T; 
which  was  refused. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  committee 
then  rose,  and  reported  the  army  bill  to  the  House. 
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The  House  concurred  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  the  Amendments  thereto  made,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-mor> 
row. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  to 
go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  in  relation 
to  sufferers  by  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York;  which  mo- 
tion was  rejected. 

Several  similar  motions  were  offered,  and  rejected. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  the  House  adjourn, 
but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of  the  Speaker, 
who  presented  several  executive  communications. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Thvbsdat,  Febbuart  2. 
ANDREW  KNOX. 

'  Among  the  morning  business, 

Mr.  HARRISON,  of  Missouri,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  reported  Senate  bill,  without  amend- 
ment, for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Knox,  of  Mississippi} 
which  he  moved  to  be  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  opposed  to  the 
motion,  since  it  presented  no  claim  for  taking  prece- 
dence over  other  land  claims  of  a  similar  character.  He 
moved  to  refer  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HARRISON  stated  that  the  case  of  the  applicant 
was  a  very  hard  one,  and  without  precedent  with  any 
other  then  before  the  House.  Mr.  H.  made  a  brief 
statement  of  the  claim,  and  the  circumstances  giving 
rise  to  it,  and  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be  committedt 

After  a  few  words  further  from  Messrs.  CHAMBERS, 
HUNTSMAN,  BOON,  E.  WHITTLESEY,  GHOLSON, 
and  CLAIBORNE  of  Mississippi,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Cbambbbs  was  disag^reed  to. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  moved  to  commit  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  private  Land  Claims.     Lost. 

[The  following  is  the  substance  of  this  claim:  The 
surveyor  employed  to  survey  this  township  contrived 
to  throw  the  sizteenib  section  upon  the  settlement  of 
the  claimant,  who  was  entitled  to  pre-emption,  instead 
of  throwing  it  in  the  centre  by  commencing  at  the  north- 
east corner,  because  the  settler  refused  to  give  him  |500. 
That  was  the  allegation;  but  the  fact  was  in  evidence 
that,  either  through  contrivance  or  ighorance,  the  sur- 
veyor did  not  commence  at  the  proper  point,  and  the 
school  section  was  thrown  into  one  corner.] 

The  question  recurring  on  ordering  tlie  bill  to  a  third 
reading, 

Mr.  ADAMS  contended  that,  inasmuch  as  the  bill  in- 
volved the  subject  of  pre-emption,  and  referred  also  to 
the  school  section,  or  public  land  and  public  property, 
it  ought  to  be  committed.  He  therefore  moved  its  ref- 
erence to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  MERCER  replied  by  remarking  that  the  public 
features  of  the  bill  grew  out  of  the  nature  of  the  pri- 
vate claim,  and  were  not;7erM  of  a  public  nature. 

Mr.  HARRISON,  of  Missouri,  also  remarked  that  the 
bill  provided  for  nothing  more  than  a  change  of  the 
claimant's  claim. 
^  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied of  the  juHtice  of  the  claim,  from  the  explanation  he 
had  heard,  and  thought  the  bill  should  pass  insianter. 
The  claimant  had  been  deprived  of  his  right  because  he 
refused  to  give  a  bribe  to  the  surveyor. 

Mr.  ADAMS  contended  that  they  ought  not  to  give 
away  their  public  property  because  a  man  had  been  de- 
prived of  his  rights  through  the  roguery  of  a  public  offi- 
cer, at  least  not  without  a  fuller  examination  if  the  alle- 
gation were  true.  The  title  to  the  bill  was  not  the 
proper  one.  It  purported  to  be  a  private  bill,  whereas, 
he  maintained,  it  was  clearly  a  public  one. 


Blr.  BOON  remarked  that  this  bill  was  not  presented 
In  the  character  of  a  claim,  for  the  individual  benefited 
by  it  only  asked  for  that  justice  to  which  he  was  en- 
titled without  coming  there,  and  of  which  he  hbd  been 
deprived  by  the  contrivance  before  referred  to. 

Mr.  KENNON  said  the  Senate  had  three  times  passed 
this  bill,  and  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  had 
unanimously  recommended  its  passage.  Moreover, 
every  one  interested  in  it,  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
township,  and  those  charged  with  the  trust  of  the  school 
section,  were  all  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  CARR  bore  testimony  to  the  fact  of  the  township 
having  been  improperly  numbered,  the  school  section 
having  been  thrown  in  the  northeastern  corner;  for,  not 
satisfied  with  the  petitioner's  statement  alone,  Mr.  C 
went  himself  to  the  land  office,  and  examined  the  plat. 
The  case  he  also  described  to  be  a  very  hard  one. 

The  motion  to  commit  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  was  then  put,  and  disagreed  to;  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  now,  and  it  was  then 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

INDIAN^APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  asked  the  consent  of  the  House 
at  this  time  to  take  up,  on  their  final  passage,  the  two 
engrossed  bills  making  appropriations  for  the  current 
expenses,  &c.  of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  the 
support  of  the  army,  for  the  year  1837. 

Mr.  BOYD  inquired,  if  the  House  passed  to  the  or- 
der of  the  day,  what  would  be  the  business  first  in  or- 
der. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  message  heretofore  trans- 
mitted  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  relation 
to  Texas. 

Mr.  BOYD  said  he  should  then  object  to  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Cambbslxitg. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rule 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  two  engrossed  bills 
making  appropriations  for  the  Indian  and  military  service, 
and  also  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  the  considera- 
ation  of  the  other  appropriation  bills,  namely,  the  forti- 
fication bill,  the  navy  bill,  the  civil  list  bill,  the  road 
bill,  the  West  Point  Academy  bill,  and  the  hsrbor  bill, 
and  of  making  the  same  the  order  of  the  day  for  thia 
day,  and  each  succeeding  day,  except  Fridays  and 
Saturdays,  at  half  past  12  o'clock,  until  disposed  of. 

Mr.  BOYD  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He  wished  to  in- 
quire whether  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  the 
right  to  cut  off  a  subject  which  was  first  in  the  order  of 
business  at  this  time. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  in  order  for  a  member  to 
move  to  suspend  the  rule.  If  the  House  refused  to  sua- 
pend,  the  Chair  would  announce  the  regular  order  of 
business;  and,  when  the  annunciation  was  made,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  would  be  entitled  to  the  floor* 

Mr.  BOYD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion 
to  suspend  the  rule. 

A  great  variety  of  motions  were  made  to  amend  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Cambbxlebo,  by  the  addition  of  other 
bills.  Several  of  the  said  motions  were  rejected,  and 
others  were  pending,  when 

Mr.  OWENS  moved  the  previous  question. 

And  the  House  seconded  the  call:  Yeas  75^  naya  71. 

So  there  was  a  second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put: 
Yeas  77,  nays  60. 

The  House  ordered  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Cambbelbho  to  suspend  the  rule  to  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bills  enumerated  in  his  motion,  was 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  113,  nays 74. 

So  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rule. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELEN6,  the  House,  by 
general  consent  look  iip»  on  their  final  passage,  the  en- 
grossed bills  before  mentioned. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
army  for  the  year  1837  was  rei^d  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  current  ex- 
penses  of  the  Indian  department,  &c.,  having  been 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  being  on  its  final  pas- 
sage— 

Mr.  GRENNELL  said  he  had  not  intended  to  address 
the  House  on  this  bill.  He  knew  it  would  pass.  But, 
since  the  rejection  of  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Wiiliams,]  he  had, 
on  reflection,  deemed  it  to  be  his  duty  to  vote  against  the 
bill,  and  for  reasons  which  he  would  briefly  state.  It 
provides  for  the  removal  of  several  tribes  of  Indians  to  the 
distant  West;  and,  in  order  to  prevent  great  public  evil, 
the  amendment  proposed  that  no  Indian  should  hereafter 
be  removed  from  the  east  to  the  west  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi by  contract.  If  (said  Mr.  G.)  this  provision  had 
been  adopted,  forbidding  the  removal  of  bands  by  bar- 
gains with  individuals  for  a  stipulated  sum  per  head,  and 
It  were  made  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  effect  it  by 
officers  of  the  Government,  whose  gains  should  neither 
be  Increased  nor  diminished  by  the  service  or  the  man- 
ner of  Its  performance,  the  bill  would  be  less  objection- 
able.  ^ 

This  bill  (said  Mr.  G.)  does  not  specify  the  manner 
nor  the  terms  on  which  this  great  operation  is  to  be  per- 
formed. But  we  know  what  has  been  the  course  of  the 
Government  in  the  recent  removal  of  large  bands  of  the 
Creek  nation,  and  a  different  process  and  different  terms 
are  not  to  be  expected,  unless  prescribed  by  Congress. 
The  present  appropriation  had  been  based  upon  esti- 
mates  from  the  Department,  for  the  removal  of  Indians 
and  subsistence  on  their  passage,  by  contract,  at  the 
price  $28  50  per  head.  Such  had  been,  and  was  still  to 
be,  the  nyatem  of  removal.  He  desired  a  change  of  that 
system.  In  this  great  process  of  Indian  emigration,  the 
peace  and  honor  of  the  nation  were  involved.  The 
tribes  named  in  the  bill,  he  knew,  were  to  go  from  their 
ancient  inheritance,  the  homes  and  graves  of  their  fore- 
fathers. This  was  settled.  A  Urge  portion  of  the  Creeks 
had  already  been  transferred  to  their  western  abode,  and 
the  remnant  of  that  tribe  were  soon  to  follow.  Of  the 
emigrated  party,  some  had  been  in  arms  against  us. 
Those  remaining  arc  in  allance  with  us,  and,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  our  army,  are  hunting  a  handful  of  Semtnoles 
through  the  hammocka  and  everglades  of  East  Flori- 
da. About  5,090  in  number,  this  band  of  Creeks  is  to 
be  removed  under  the  pcovisions  of  the  bill,  in 
the  manner  their  brethren  have  been.  Mr.  G.  aaid 
he  did  not  claim  that  a  distinction  should  be  made 
between  one  tribe  and  another,  or  one  portion  of  a  tribe 
and  another.  Nor  was  it  with  any  reference  to  the 
previous  conduct  or  relations  of  the  tribes  towards  our 
citizens  that  he  urged  a  change  in  the  system  of  Indian 
removals.  He  insisted  that  these  should  be  effected  in  a 
manner  just  and  merciful;  and  the  Government  was 
bound  to  do  this  by  every  principle  which  should  char- 
acterize a  civilized  and  Christian  people. 

The  mode  of  removal  by  contract,  if  liable  to  abuse, 
is  unworthy  of  a  people  of  our  character  and  resources, 
and  should  never  be  adopted  from  any  notion  of  econo- 
my; and  that  it  is  so  liable  must  be  obvious  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  system.  You  bargain  with  individuals 
to  transport  and  subsist,  on  the  lonf  passage,  bands  of 
savages,  for  a  specified  sum  per  head,  for  each  member 
of  a  family  or  tribe.  And  what  is  to  be  expected  of  the 
contractor*  What  are  his  temptations?  The  more 
cheaply  he  can  support  them,  and  the  shorter  the 
journey,  the  greater  will  be  his  profits.    Is  it  not  to  be 


feared,  then,  that  these  contractors  will  hasten  the  pas- 
sage, and  limit  its  expenses,  to  the  wrong  and  suflfering 
of  the  Indians,  men,  women,  and  children,  committed  to 
their  charge?  It  is  their  removal  which  the  Government 
demands;  that  accomplished,  it  takes  no  further  thought 
for  them;  they  will  be  given  over  to  the  tender  mercies  of 
the  contractors.  These  consequences  are  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  character  of  tlie  present  scheme  of  In- 
dian removals. 

But  (said  Mr.  G.)  we  have  information  on  this  topic, 
and  are  not  left  to  conjectures,  to  vague  apprehensions, 
nor  to  any  deductions  drawn  from  the  love  of  gain  so 
common  among  men.  We  have  such  information  as 
should  at  least  put  us  on  our  guard,  and  admonish  us 
against  a  plan  of  Indian  emigration  so  liable  to  abuse,  so 
fruitful  of^  evil  He  referred  to  an  account,  given  in 
a  letter  published  in  an  Arkansas  paper,  which  was  read 
yesterday,  of  the  condition  of  an  emigrating  party  of 
Creeks,  on  their  way  to  their  allotted  territory  in  the 
West.  It  had  very  properly  been  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont, 
[Mr.  ErxBSTT.]  None  could  hear,  without  emotion^ 
its  shocking  details  of  the  helpless  and  hopeless  suflfer- 
ings  of  those  Indians.  Their  journey  was  in  a  cold  and 
inclement  season.  Multitudes,  it  is  said,  were  destitute 
of  comfortable  clothing,  barefooted,  and  in  rags;  num- 
bers pining  with  sickness,  or  dying  on  the  road;  while 
the  sad  procession,  men,  women,  and  children,  were 
hurried  forward  by  their  contractor-masters  with  unfeel- 
ing severity  and  speed. 

Now,  sir,  these  things  come  to  us  from  the  very  scene 
of  the  transaction.  Tiiere  is  no  apparent  motive  to  falsify 
in  the  story.  False  statements  would  easily  be  detect- 
ed. Our  own  citizens  give  us  the  beart-chilling  narra- 
tive, and  it  stands  uncontradicted;  and  I  am  led  to  be- 
lieve not  half  the  tale  of  wrong  and  suffering  has  been 
told;  for  Indians  have  poor  means  to  make  known  their 
griefs.^  They  have  no  newspaper  press  to  proclaim 
them  to  the  world,  and  few  ftiends  fearless  enough  to 
speak  for  them  to  the  Government  and  the  country. 
Otherwise,  we  might  hear  of  them  still  sadder  tales  of 
wo.  If  the  Government  can  suff*er  them  no  longer  to 
remain  within  the  limits  of  the  States,  it  is  bound  to  re- 
move them  in  the  most  humane  manner,  and  to  provide 
guards  against  all  abuse  of  the  removing  power.  There 
should  be  left  no  temptation  to  the  removing  agents  to 
widiold  proper  supplies,  or  to  hasten  the  prepress  of  the 
bands,  regardless  of  comforts,  health  and  life.  And 
here  was  the  place  to  secure  to  them  the  last  offices  of 
mercy  and  justice,  in  their  reluctant  departure  from 
their  ancient  homes.  On  Congress,  not  the  Executive, 
should  devolve  this  protecting  power.  I  have  suggest- 
ed the  course  fittest,  in  my  judgment,  to  be  pursued. 
Kesponsible  officers,  civil  or  military,  should  have  the 
charge  of  this  difficult  and  delicate  operation;  and  we 
may  have  good  assurance  of  their  fidelity.  Emigrating 
Indians  who  have  complained  of  the  severity  of  con- 
tractors have  spoken  well  of  officers  of  the  army,  disin- 
terested as  they  were  in  the  results  of  the  measure  of  re- 
moval. It  might  cost  the  Government  more  to  remove  by 
its  own  officers  than  by  the  intervention  of  contractors; 
and  I  think  it  ought  to  cost  more  than  had  been  paid  to 
the  latter.  The  expense  is  quite  a  minor  affair.  It  is 
impossible,  under  such  contracts,  to  avoid  imposition. 
The  best  men  cannot  always  be  found  to  perform  this 
service,  and  those  who  are  determined  to  make  a  profit- 
able job,  at  any  sacrifice  to  the  emigrating  savage,  would 
offer  to  contract  for  less  than  the  just  and  humane  man. 
This  is  the  common  course  of  things,  attested  by  all  ob- 
servation and  experience;  and  hence  the  necessity  of  a 
change  on  the  ground  of  humanity. 

But  there  are  in  this  matter  considerations  of  pub- 
lic policy  that  cannot  be  disregarded.     We  are  remo- 
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ving  the  tribes  from  the  east^  to  a  country  far  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  we  place  them  in  one  g^eat  community 
of  savages.  Some  go  by  direct  coercion,  and  some  In 
fetters;  and  perhaps  this  severity  cannot  be  avoided,  if 
the  policy  of  the  Government  is  to  be  carried  out.  They 
will  be  a  fierce  and  and  powerful  race.  Their  removal, 
then,  should  be  cifected  in  a  manner  to  leave  in  iheir 
mind  and  memory  as  few  causes  of  irritation  as  possible. 
They  will  not  discriminate  between  the  injuries  inflicted 
by  acts  of  the  Government  and  those  proceeding  from 
an  abuse  of  power  in  the  hands  of  its  agents,  but  will 
lay  up  the  wrongs  endured  from  either.  And  who  that 
considers  the  instinct  of  savage  passion  can  doubt  that, 
on  the  slightest  occasion,  the  treasured  resentment  for 
a  thousand  wrongs  will  burst  forth  in  war  and  massacre 
upon  our  defenceless  settlements^ 

It  has  been  urged,  in  the  course  of  the  debate  on  this 
bill,  that  the  Creeks,  by  making  war  on  our  citizens,  had 
forfeited  all  benefits  secured  to  them  under  the  treaty. 
Sir,  we  are  now  discussing  the  claims  of  humanity,  of 
enlightened  policy  in  reference  to  Indian  tribes.  These 
always  hold  good,  with  or  without  treaties.  This  Creek 
treaty  secured  reservations  of  land  to  ninety  principal 
chiefs  and  each  head  of  a  Creek  family — valuable  pro* 
visions  to  them,  as  was  supposed.  But  it  would  seem 
that  these  benefits,  to  a  great  extent,  have  been  wrested 
from  them,  through  every  variety  of  fraud  and  circum- 
vention, by  white  men,  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
War  ensued.  It  has  been  denied  that  these  frauds  pro- 
duced it$  nay,  their  existence  was  once  questioned. 
But  the  dreadful  hostility  is  to  be  traced  to  these  wrongp, 
as  its  primary  and  principal  cause.  Such  is  now  the 
general  admission.  And,  it  is  true,  it  was  marked  with 
all  the  atrocities  incident  to  a  savage  conflict — plunder, 
burning,  and  carnage.  In  view  of  these  facts,  gentle- 
men have  asked  if  all  our  feelings  of  compassion  are 
reserved  for  the  suffering  Indians,  and  if  we  have  none 
for  suffering  whites.  As  if  a  just  concern  for  a  tribe 
of  Indians,  men,  women,  and  cnildren,  in  their  final  pas- 
sage to  their  new  domain,  was  incompatible  with  a  kind 
protective  sympathy  and  care  for  those  unfortuqate  fam- 
ilies of  our  citizens  who  have  fled  or  fallen  before  the 
tomahawk  and  knife  of  the  savage. 

Sir,  this  Creek  nation  are  subdued,  have  submitted} 
they  are  at  oup  mercy;  and  I  frankly  and  strenuously 
maintain  that,  notwithstanding  tbejir^ recent  hostility  and 
outrage,  this  Government  owe^  it  to  itp  own  character, 
and  to  the  soundest  policy,  to  remove  them  to  their 
Western  territory  in  a  peaceful  and  humane  manner, 
and  not  in  a  spirit  of  vengeance.  Sympathy  for  the  suf- 
ferers by  Indian  warfare!  Who  does  not  feel  it?  For 
myself,  I  aver  that  every  page  in  the  early  history  of  my 
native  State,  and- especially  of  that  part  of  it  from  which 
I  come,  has  taught  me  lessons  of  sorrow  and  sympathy 
for  the  victims  of  savage  hostility  that  can  never  be  ef- 
faced froni  nay  heart.  But  I  cannot  suffer  such  emo- 
tions to  mislead  my  judgment  on  a  grave  que&tion  of 
legislation  between  us  and  these  tribes.  Nor  would  I 
deal  with  them  as  we  might  justly  do  with  a  civilized 
nation  which,  in  contempt  of  treaties,  had  made  war 
upon  us.  This  Creek  war  on  their  part  was  without 
justifiable  cause.  But,  I  ask,  did  this  Government,  or 
any  department  of  it,  take  care  that  the  nation  should 
have  the  full  benefit  of  the  reservations  of  land  secured 
by  the  treaty?  Is  this  Government  wholly  clear  in  this 
matter?  Did  we,  in  the  true  spirit  and  design  of  the 
treaty,  fulfil  it  on  our  part?  Was  our  conduct  towards 
them  in  this  matter  perfectly  guardian  and  paternal? 
And  shall  we  take  advantage  of  their  infraction  of  the 
treaty  fur  such  cause  and  under  such  wrong,  and  make 
it  the  ground  and  occasion,  not  only  of  denying  to  thein 
all  its  provisions,  but  of  a  violent  and  forcible  removal, 
or  expulsion  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet?    True,  their 


cause  should  have  been  laid  before  this  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Executive  would,  or  should,  have  taken 
instant  measures  to  redress  them,  to  do  them  justice, 
and  to  detect  and  expose  the  men,  high  or  lo«',  who 
had  defrauded  them.  We  are,  howevtr,  to  consider 
that  the  Indians  know  nothing  of  the  science  of  diploma- 
cy. They  mistake  their  remedies.  They  have  no 
ag^nt,  of  their  race,  near  this  Government,  to  make 
known  their  grievances,  to  remonstrate  against  oppres- 
sion, injustice,  and  outrage,  committed  by  its  citizens; 
no  press  to  speak  for  them  to  the  world.  Goaded,  dis- 
appointed, and  defrauded,  in  a  matter  of  property,  they 
know  not  how  to  claim  right  and  justice  of  the  distant 
Government,  nor  to  institute  the  slow  process  of  nego- 
tiation; but  they  think  only  of  revenge.  Nor  are  they 
careful  to  seek  out  the  individual  perpetrators  of  the 
wrong,  bus  with  sudden  fury,  fall  upon  the  race  to 
which  their  oppressors  belong,  and  indiscriminate  ven- 
geance is  the  consequence. 

On  account  of  the  war,  then,  so  waged  by  these  un- 
taught savages— children  of  Nature — gentlemen  are  to 
regard  all  the  privileges  solemnly  guarantied  to  them 
by  treaty  as  forfeited;  and  not  only  so,  it  seems  to  be 
thought  good  enough  for  them  to  be  dragged  to  the 
West  in  any  way  a  body  of  contractors  may  think  most 
easy  and  profitable.  Certainly  the  subject  has  been  dis- 
cussed as  if  the  removal  was,  and  ought  to  be,  a  war  op- 
eration. And  if  severity  and  suffering  ensued,  it  was 
no  more  than  the  Indians  deserved  for  their  barbarities. 
The  crime  and  cruelties  of  a  few  warriors  are  to  forfeit 
the  kindly  regards  of  our  nature  for  the  feeble,  the 
helpless,  and  innocent  beings  of  the  tribe.  No,  sir, 
suffering  and  helplessness  and  innocence  here  give  no 
occasion  for  sympathy!  I  cannot  entertain  these  views 
or  feelings,  but  I  have  a  deep  conviction  that  we  owe  it 
to  public  peace  and  policy,  to  ourselves  as  an  enlight- 
ened, powerful,  and  Christian  nation,  transacting  with 
feeble,  ignorant,  and  degraded  tribes  of  men,  to  exer- 
cise mercy  in  this  last  act  of  putting  them  away  from  us 
forever. 

Mr.  ALFORD  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to 
give  his  views  in  relation  to  this  subject  of  the  removal 
of  the  Indians,  which  seemed  to  him  to  have  elicited  in 
this  House  a  sort  of  sickly  sympathy.  He  came  here  as 
an  opponent  to  the  present  administration,  but  he  felt 
constrained  to  support  the  policy  of  the  Government  in 
this  one  of  its  most  important  measures— of  removing 
the  Indians. 

He  knew  something  of  the  Creek  Indians;  he  came 
from  the  frontier,  and  he  knew  well  how  theif  suflTer- 
ings  had  been  brought  upon  them.  He  had  held  these 
Indians  as  prisoners  under  his  own  immediate  charge, 
but  he  had  had  no  part  either  in  their  removal  or  in  the 
speculations  which  had  been  made.  But  he  was  well 
acquainted  with  their  circumstances  and  their  sufferings, 
from  his  own  observation. 

These  poor  Indians,  as  they  were  termed,  were  bet- 
ter, or  fully  as  well,  clad  as  any  Udies  in  Washington 
city.  They  had  invaded  the  frontier  of  Georgia,  mur- 
dered our  women  and  our  children,  and  clothed  them- 
selves in  the  muslins  and  the  fine  linen  rescued  from  the 
burning  ruins  of  Roanoke.  When  he  heard  these  ap- 
peals made  on  this  floor,  his  mind  reverted  to  his  own 
people,  who  deserved  the  sympathy  of  the  House  more 
than  the  savage  Indian.  What  were  the  facts  to  sustain 
these  charges  of  inhumanity  on  the  part  of  the  contract- 
ors? A  letter  from  the  West.  By  whom  written?  God 
only  knew.  Who  vouched  for  the  truth?  It  was  taken 
for  granted. 

Mr.  A.  replied  to  the  remarks  which  had  been  made 
by  several  gentlemen  in  relation  to  the  speculations  in 
the  Creek  nation.  The  people  of  Georgia  and  Alabama 
bad  undoubtedly  participated  in  these  speculations,  in 
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common  with  the  people  of  all  the  States  of  the  Union, 
so  far  as  his  knowledge  went.  But  the  fault  lay  in  the 
treaty  itself,  that  opened  the  door  to  these  false  specu- 
lations. The  sin  of  these  speculations  ought  not  to  be 
visited  on  the  Georgians  and  Alabamians  alone.  Mr. 
A.  entered  into  details  in  relation  to  the  Creek  war, 
and  the  causes  which  he  considered  brought  it  about 
He  contended  that  the  Indian  was  the  aggressor;  that 
the  tomahawk  was  first  raised  by  him  against  the  white 
man,  and  not  by  the  white  man  agfainst  him.  He  be- 
lieved, however,  that  these  land  stealers  had  been  in- 
strumental in  bringing  on  the  war,  and  they  consisted  of 
citizens  of  every  State  in  the  Union.  The  Government 
ought  so  to  have  projected  the  treaty  that  these  frauds 
could  not  have  crept  in.  The  President  should  have 
carried  out  that  part  of  his  policy  which  rejected  Indian 
reservations.  As  to  the  removal  of  the  Indian?,  he 
thought  they  ought  to  be  removed,  and  he  thought  that 
the  present  manner  of  their  removal  was  the  best.  The 
contractors  had  done  that  which  the  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment could  not  do,  and  he  hoped  the  bill  would 
pass. 

[The  above  is  a  mere  outline  of  Mr.  A's  observations.] 

Mr,  GRENNELL  remarked  that  the  gentleman  [Mr. 
Alvobd]  had  no  occasion  to  apologize;  the  stillness  which 
had  prevailed  in  the  House,  the  silence  with  which  he 
had  been  listened  to,  was  an  honorable  testimony  paid 
to  his  eloquence,  and  a  proof  of  the  gratification  with 
which  he  had  been  heard;  but  he  (Mr.  G.)  must  beg  to 
differ  with  the  honorable  gentleman.  He,  [Mr.  Alvobd,] 
coming  fresh  from  such  scenes  of  blood,  had  painted  in 
glowing  colors  the  atrocities  of  the  ruthless  savage, 
which  he  himself  had  witnessed ;  but  he  is  wrong  (said 
Mr.  G.)  in  supposing  that  I  am  an  advocate  of  the  s«v- 
age  Indian.  Mr.  G.  proceeded  to  observe  that  he  was 
not  an  advocate  of  the  savage,  nor  had  he  sought  to  pal- 
liate  his  atrocities.  But  he  (Mr.  G.)  was  an  advocate  of 
Christian  forbearance;  he  was  an  advocate  for  treating 
the  Indian,  not  with  a  cruel  vengeance,  in  return  for 
bloodshed  and  .atrocities,  which  he  (Mr.  G.)  did  not  de- 
ny, and  which  he  was  not  disposed  in  any  way  to  jusiify.- 
or  excuse.  He  was  opposed  only  to  the  principle  of  re-, 
turning  evil  for  evil;  and  in  so  speaking,  in  thus  desiring 
a  mild  and  gentle  and  just  policy  to  be  pursued  toward' 
the  Indian,  no  gentleman  was  justified  in  charging  him 
with  sickly  sympathy,  or  in  imputing  io  him  the  charge 
of  being  an  advocate  of  brutality,  ferocity,  and  injustice, 
when  he  advocated  clemency,  mercy,  and  forgiveness. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  he  desired  to  set  himself  right 
before  the  House,  and  particularly  with  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  Axtord]  who  had  addressed  the 
House  to-day.  That  gentleman  had  misunderstood  a 
part  of  his  remarks  of  yesterday.  Had  he  have  'heard 
the  explanation  then  given  to  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Daw- 
80V,]  there  would  have  been  no  occasion  for  some  of  his 
references  to  those  that  had  preceded  him.  [Mr.  E.  re* 
peated  the  explanation.] 

Mr.  B.  said  that,  when  up  yesterday,  he  had  been  ask- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  on  his  right  [Mr. 
Holsxt]  for  the  evidence  of  the  fact  that  the  frauds  on 
the  Creeks  were  a  cause  of  their  hostilities.  He  had 
then  referred  the  gentleman,  in  general  terms,  to  the 
documents  before  the  House,  and  particularly  to  the 
Shorter  letters.  He  had  since  looked  into  the  Creek 
documents,  laid  on  the  table  at  the  last  session.  He  had 
turned  down  some  leaves,  but  would  read  only  a  single 
passage.  It  was  from  a  letter  from  our  removing  agent, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Hogan,  to  the  War  Department,  of  February 
1,  1836. 

"  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  Indians  have  been  most  gross- 
ly sinned  against;  that  they  are  hostile  I  have  never  be- 
lieved; but  that  they  have  ample  cause  of  complaint  I 
do  know;  and  I  verily  believe  that  this  excitenicnt  has 


been  fanned  by  designing  men,  and  that  with  a  hope  of 
putting  a  stop  to  the  investigation  now  going  on." 

To  this  he  would  add  that  the  fact  was  supported  by 
three  of  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia  who  had  addressed 
the  House,  [Mr.  Dawsoit,  Mr.  Gcascock,  and  Mr.  Al- 
roBD,]  and  in  much  stronger  terms  than  he  had  used. 

He  had  said  yesterday,  on  the  introduction  of  the 
Fort  Gibson  letter,  that  be  brought  no  charge  against 
the  Government,  except  for  supineness.  He  thought 
now  that  the  exception  was  too  limited.  He  requested 
the  Clerk  to  read  an  article  from  the  Creek  docu- 
ment.  It  was  the  earnest  appeal  from  the  chiefs  of  the 
Creek  nation  to  their  g^eat  father  the  President,  implo- 
ring that,  in  mercy,  he  would  not  subject  them  to  be  re- 
moved by  contract,  and  more  especially  by  land-specu- 
lating contractors.  He  would  then  leave  it  to  the  House 
to  say  what  was  the  just  responsibility  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

««  TUCKABATCHES  TOWW, 

January  14,  1836. 
"  To  our  Father  the  PrendmU 

"Youragent,  Colonel  Hogan,  has  just  visited  our  town, 
and  communicated  to  us  the  welcome  news  that  the  dis- 
position we  had  made  of  the  twenty-three  sections,  that 
were  given  to  the  Creek  tribe,  has  met  your  approba- 
tion. As  we  have  heretofore  informed  you  that  we  were 
preparing  to  quit  the  land  of  our  nativity,  and  seek  a  new 
home  in  the  far-distant  West,  we  ag^in  take  the  liberty 
of  advising  with  our  g^eat  father  on  this  subject;  believ- 
ing, as  we  do,  that  ouf  great  father  has  ever  been  dis- 
posed  to  render  us  all  the  facilities  that  are  in  his  power; 
and  as  the  day  we  have  set  to  commence  removing  is 
fast  approaching,  and  as  we  are  anxious  to  go  with  as  lit- 
tle trouble  to  the  Government  as  possible,  we  again  be- 
seech eur  great  father  to  exerc'se  towards  us  that  same 
humane  and  friendly  care  that  has  heretofore  character- 
ized his  administration. 

*<  We  have,  in  our  former  communications,  spoken  to 
our  father  of  the  new  method  of  emigrating  his  Creek 
children  by  contract.  We  hope,  by  introducing  this  sub- 
ject (o  his  consideration,  he  will  not  consider  us  as  being 
too  strenuous  or  importunate  on  this  point,  as  it  is  one 
of  vital  importance  to  us.  When  we  came  to  the  deter- 
mination to  never  again  rekindle  our  council  fire  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  Mississippi,  it  was  under  the  belief 
that  we  were  to  be  removed  under  the  superintendence 
of  Colonel  Hogan.  And  we  now  say  to  you»  in  the  un^ 
disguised  language  of  sincerity,  that  our  people  are  op- 
posed to,  and  protest  being  removed  by,  the  present  em- 
igrating company,  but  beseech  our  great  father  to  say 
to  our  people  that  they  can  go,  as  they  formerly  expect- 
ed to  go,  with  Colonel  Hogan,  and  under  his  immediate 
control,  and  we  vouch  that  our  people  will  take  their 
line  of  march,  and  go  without  a  murmur;  but  we  fear, 
unless  the  plan  of  emigrating  is  changed,  our  people 
will  be  found  lingering  behind  in  a  state  of  degradation 
for  years  to  come,  for  a  large  majority  of  the  nation  have 
already  expressed  their  determined  opposition  to  tiie 
present  contractors. 

«  Our  belief  is  that  the  present  contractors  cannot  re- 
move us  with  that  same  ease,  attention,  and  liberality,  that 
we  so  fondly  anticipated  under  the  management  of  Colo- 
nel Hogan,  who,  by  his  gentlemanly  deportmenS  has 
succeeded  in  giiining  our  entire  confidence.  Our  pen- 
pie  all  know  him,  and  profess  an  ardent  desire  to  go  with 
him,  but  protest  again&t  going  with  a  company  of  specu- 
lating contractors,  who  have  recently  extended  their 
company  and  taken  in  new  partners,  who  are  too  well 
known  to  up.  And  as  this  company  have  not  the  inter- 
est of  the  Government  in  view,  we  believe  the  health, 
comfort,  and  interest  of  the  Indians  will  never  be  con* 
suited,  but  that  all  their  arrangements  will  be  conducted 
for  their  own  good  and  pecuniary  benefit. 
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'*  As  the  Government  has  ever  professed  and  exercised 
a  fraternal  care  and  anxiety  for  our  welfare,  and  has 
promised  to  aid  us  in  emigrating  in  the  safest  and  most 
comfortable  way,  we  believe  that  the  difference  that 
might  be  saved  by  the  contract,  if  any,  should  weigh 
nothing  when  compared  with  the  immense  advantages 
that  would  result.  If  our  people  were  told  that  they 
should  be  carried  off,  as  they  have  heretofore  been  done, 
under  the  superintendence  of  men  whose  only  duty 
would  be  to  economize  on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
and  at  the  same  time  afford  the  best  attention  to  the 
Indians. 

**  If  our  great  father  will  change  the  plan  of  emigrating 
to  the  old  and  original  method,  he  shall  have  our  lasting 
thanks  and  prayers  for  his  happiness,  and  our  undivided 
effort  to  effect  a  speedy  removal  of  all  our  people.  But 
if  he  still  says  we  must  f^o  with  the  present  contractors, 
we  must  submit,  but  we  can  give  no  pledges  that  all  our 
people  will  start,  nor  can  we  say  how  many  will  go;  but 
place  us  under  the  entire  management  of  our  friend, 
Colonel  Hogan,  and  we  will  do  our  best  to  get  all  off 
with  us. 

**  We  now  wish  to  sgain  call  the  attention  of  our  great 
father  to  the  lands  belonging  to  Indians,  who  have  died 
since  their  lands  were  certified;  and  we  request  that  the 
heirs,  in  all  such  cas^^s,  may  be  permitted  to  sell  and 
certifiy  the  land,  as  they  generally  get  nothing  when  sold 
under  an  administration. 

<*  Permit  us  now  to  call  our  great  father's  attention  to  a 
promise  made  by  our  great  father  the  President,  when 
we  were  in  Washington  city,  closing  the  last  treaty  with 
the  Government.  It  was  then  promised  to  us,  for  our 
influence  in  making  the  treaty,  to  give  each  of  uf,  at 
some  convenient  time,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 
This  promise  was  made  in  presence  of  friends  Colonel 
William  C  King  and  the  honorable  Samuel  W.  Mardis. 
As  we  are  now  bringing  all  our  matters  to  a  close,  we 
wish  our  great  father  to  say  to  us  whether  we  may  still 
calculate  on  receiving  the  same. 

**  This  letter  is  directed  to  our'father  the  President,  as 
we  want  it  to  meet  his  own  eye.  We  now  close,  and 
hope  to  receive  an  immediate  answer,  and  tender  the 
President,  our  great  father,  our  best  wishes  for  bis  health 
and  happiness. 

"  And  subscribe  ourselves  his  children." 

[Signed  by  22  chief t,  6fc.] 

After  which,  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  bill 
passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1837  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  CAMBRCLENG  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  to 
go  into  committee  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  naval  service  for  the  year  1837. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion;  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  132, 
nays  23. 

So  the  rule  was  suspended. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Pattow  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year 
1837. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  explained  that  the  principal  in- 
crease in  this  bill  above  that  of  last  year  was  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  equippinf?  the  exploring  expedition;  be- 
sides this,  there  was  an  appropriation  for  fitting  out  the 
ship  of  the  line  Pennsylvania  and  two  sloops  of  war* 

The  first  clause  was  read,  as  follows: 

**  For  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant,  and  petty  offi- 
cers, and  of  seamen,  $2,434,886." 


Mr.  JARVIS  said  that  as  in  the  first  item  was  included 
a  part  of  the  expense  of  the  exploring  expedition,  which 
seemed  about  to  be  carried  to  an  extent  which  he  did 
not  think  necessary,  or  that  the  country  would  justify^ 
he  should  move  a  reduction  of  it.  He  had  been  taken 
by  surprise*  for  he  had  understood  that  the  civil  and  dip- 
lomatic appropriation  bill  would  be  taken  up  to-day« 
and  he  had  left  his  estimates  for  the  reduction  at  home# 
He  woald,  however,  venture  to  move  a  reduction  of 
$150,000  in  the  estimates  for  the  exploring  expedition* 
comprised  in  this  and  some  other  items,  of  which  the 
pay  would  be  about  one  third;  and  before  the  bill  wag 
brought  into  the  House  he  should  be  able  to  ascertain 
the  exact  reductions  which  were  necessary,  and  would 
correct  the  bill  accordingly,  provided  the  committee 
agreed  with  him  in  opinion  upon  the  expediency  of  di- 
minishing the  expenditure. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  objected  to  the  employment  of  so  large 
ft  vessel  as  the  frigate  Macedonian  on  the  exploring  ex- 
pedition, on  account  of  her  unfitness  for  the  purpose 
and  the  great  increase  of  expense.  He  said  we  ought 
not  to  think  so  highly  of  ourselves  as  to  suppose  that  we 
could  not  profit  by  the  experience  of  other  nations,  and 
went  on  to  recapitulate  the  scale  of  the  exploring  expe- 
ditions of  Great  Britain  and  France.  He  adduced  the 
testimony  of  Captain  Cook,  who,  before  he  departed 
upon  his  third  expedition,  that  ended  so  fatally  to  him- 
self, bequeathed,  as  a  legacy  to  the  world,  his  opinions 
on  this  subject.  That  great  navigator  contended  that 
large  vessels  were  unfit  for  the  business;  that  the  vessels 
must  be  of  a  light  draught  of  water;  of  a  construction 
that  would  take  the  ground  easily,  and  that  might  be 
hove  down  whenever  and  wherever  it  might  be  necei- 
sary  to  examine  their  bottoms.  The  vessels  he  recom- 
mended were  the  north-country  colliers,  of  from  four 
hundred  and  fif>y  to  three  hundred  tons  burden.  These 
were  the  description  of  vessels  in  which  he  had  per- 
formed his  two  voyages,  and  was  about  to  undertake  a 
third;  and  he  distinctly  says  that  a  forty-gun  ahip  would 
be  too  large.  Yet  we  are  about  to  send  out  a  frigate 
mounting  forty-nine  guns.  He  repeated  the  assertion  of 
Cook,  that  no  captain  could  discharge  bis  duty  as  the 
head  of  an  exploring  expedition  in  a  vessel  of  this  de- 
scription without  too  great  hazard  to  the  safety  of  bis 
ship  and  of  his  crew.  It  might  be  urged  that  increased 
experience  had  shown  that  Cook  was  in  error;  bat,  so 
far  was  this  from  being  the  fact,  it  wns  well  known  that 
the  latest  expeditions  of  France  and  Great  Britain  had 
been  performed  by  still  smaller  vessels.  The  Chanti- 
cleer was  only  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  and  bad 
between  fifty  and  sixty  men;  and  the  Astrolabe,  of  whose 
voyage  so  splendid  an  account  had  been  published  by 
the  French  Government,  was  only  a  corvette,  with  a 
crew  consisting  of  seventy-nine  persons,  including  offi- 
cers and  men  of  science.  The  whole  number  of  her  sci- 
entific corps  consisted  of  two  surgeons  of  the  navy  and 
one  draughtsman,  while  ours  was  to  consist  of  eighteen 
persons,  which  (Mr.  J.  said)  he  had  no  doubt  would  be 
found  equal  in  number,  if  not  in  science,  to  the  corps  of 
savans  that  Bonaparte  took  with  him  to  Egypt. 

The  officers  of  the  navy,  (Mr.  J.  said,)  so  far  as  he  had 
been  able  to  ascertain  their  views,  agreed  with  him  in 
opinion — high  and  low,  young  and  old;  however  they 
might  differ  on  other  points,  all  seemed  to  think  that  a 
frigate  was  not  the  vessel  to  be  sent.  If  the  squadron 
were  composed  of  small  vessels,  the  accidental  loss  of 
one  of  them  u  ould  not  endanger  the  result  of  the  expe- 
dition; the  crew  might,  without  inconvenience,  be  divi- 
ded among  the  remainder;  but  if  the  fiigate  were  to 
meet  with  an  accident,  and  her  three  hundred  men  were 
to  be  so  divided,  they  would  be  so  crowded  on  board 
the  small  vessels  as  to  furce  them  to  return  hume»  and 
the  whole  object  in  view  would  be  defeated.     Mr.  J. 
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concluded  by  sayings  that  he  was  desirous  that  the  expe* 
dition  should  be  crowned  with  success,  but  he  was  fear- 
ful it  would  only  be  covered  with  ridicule  unless  a 
chan^^e  was  made  in  its  organization {  and  he  therefore 
hoped  that  his  motion  would  prevail. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  the  motion  would  be 
adopted.  He  concurred  entirely  with  the  view  taken  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Jartis,]  and  he  felt  it 
his  duly  to  state  his-  concurrence  in  those  views.  He 
had  made  inquiries  of  many  practical  men,  and  some  of 
the  highest  officers  of  the  navy,  on  this  subject;  and,  fiom 
the  information  he  had  obtained  from  them,  he  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  the  view  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  was  correct,  and  he  hoped  the  House 
would  concur  in  it,  and  reduce  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  said,  if  the  leading  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration, in  view  of  the  present  posture  of  the  ques- 
tion, in  view  of  the  present  expectation  of  the  world,  in 
view  of  the  responsibility  assumed  by  the  President, 
were  disposed  to  interpose  any  obatacle  to  the  comple- 
tion of  this  expedition,  upon  them  be  the  responsibility 
of  its  failure;  for  fail  it  would,  if  this  motion  should  pre- 
vail. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  cited  the  law  passed 
last  session  authorizing  the  President  to  employ  a  sloop 
of  war,  and  such  other  smaller  vessels  as  might  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  expedition,  appropriating  #150,000  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  JARVJS  remarked  that  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts seemed  to  regard  this  as  a  party  measure.  It 
was  no  such  thing.  It  was  one  in  which  the  honor  and 
renown  of  the  nation  were  concerned.  Mr.  J.  denied 
that  he  was  opposed  to  the  expedition;  on  the  contrary, 
he  wished  it  fitted  out  with  credit  to  the  public,  in  a 
manner  to  insure  its  complete  success,  and  to  redound 
to  the  honor  and  fame  of  every  officer  employed.  His 
proposition  was  made  to  that  end.  He  stated  he  had  re- 
ceived the  opinions  of  many  officers  of  the  navy,  of  great 
skill  and  judgment,  and  they  were  all  confirmatory  of 
his  own  as  to  the  kind  of  vessels  that  ought  to  be  em- 
ployed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  thought  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  had  done 
the  President  and  heads  of  Departments  injustice.  Mr. 
A.  entreated  gentlemen  to  withdraw  the  motion  to  re- 
duce the  appropriation.  He  did  not  consider  it  too 
Urge  for  the  objects  to  be  obtained.  He  would  vote 
three  timea  the  amount,  if  called  upon  to  do  so,  because 
it  was  his  hope  that  this  expedition  would  shed  honor 
on  the  American  character,  instead  of  holding  it  up  to 
the  ridicule  of  the  world. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  said  that,  before  he  could  vote 
with  propriety  for  the  proposed  appropriation  for  the 
navtl  service,  he  should  like  to  be  informed  what  por- 
tion of  the  oggregate  sum  was  designed  for  the  explo- 
ring expedition.  Mr.  R.  inquired,  further,  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  whether  it  was  his 
intention  to  urge  an  sppropriation  for  completing  the 
equipment  of  the  Pennsylvania,  after  being  apprized 
that  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  unanimously  disap- 
proved the  object  of  that  appropriation^ 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  replied,  by  citing  the  following 
estimates: 

Estimate  of  the  amount  that  will  be  required  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  frigate  Macedonian,  the  store  ship  Relief, 
the  two  barques.  Pioneer  and  Consort,  and  the 
schooner  Pilot,  employed  on  the  surveying  and  ex- 
ploring expedition,  for  one  year. 
For  the  pay  of  commission,  warrant,  petty  officers,  and 
seamen,  and  for  the  acieniiflc  corps  -  $210,848  SO 
For  provisions      -  -  -  •        58,582  50 

For  repairs,  and  wear  and  tear  of  the  ves- 
sels on  the  expedition  -  -        50,000  00 


For  medical  and  hospital  stores    -  -        $4,000  00 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  -  7,000  00 

For  contingencies  -  -  -        Ib.v/Uii  00 

Mr.  C.  also  cited  some  other  estimates  connected  with 
the  exploring  expedition,  amounting  to  upwards  of 
300,000  dollars.  He  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  not  to  press  his  motion  at  that  time,  but  to  with- 
draw it,  and  renew  it  in  the  House. 

Mr.  C.  then  adverted  to  the  great  scale  on  which  the 
expedition  was  projected,  and  contended,  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  that  the  object  he  had  in  view  was 
to  insure  its  success.  By  sending  a  large  frigate,  she  ran 
the  hazard  of  being  dashed  to  pieces  on  the  rucks;  and 
the  expense  to  the  country  would  exceed  a  million  of 
dollars,  if  fitted  out  on  the  plan  proposed.  He  express- 
ed himself  warmly  in  favor  of  the  objects  of  the  expedi- 
tion, and  reiterated  that  his  support  of  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Jartis  was  to  prevent  the  expedition  from  being  Khip- 
wrecked,  as  it  inevitably  would  be,  in  the  opinion  of 
many  men  of  skill  and  judgment,  if  it  embarked  on  the 
magnificent  scale  proposed. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  that  it  belonged  to  the  Legislature 
to  enact  laws,  and  to  the  Executive  to  carry  them  into 
effect.  This  line  of  duty  is  so  distinct  and  so  proper  in 
itself,  that  a  very  strong  case  ought  to  exist  to  induce 
the  Legislature  to  assume  the  refiponsibility  of  taking  in- 
to its  own  bands  the  execution  of  a  law.  Congress,  at  its 
last  session,  passed  a  law  directing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  send  a  aurveying  and  exploring  expe- 
dition to  the  South  SeaS)  and  the  present  appropriation 
is  asked  for,  aa  necessary  to  defray  the  expense  of  the 
expedition,  according  to  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Exec- 
utive. The  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  [Mr. 
Jabvia]  is  dissatisfied  with  that  plan,  and  wishes  to  have 
vessels  sent  of  a  different  character  from  those  provided 
for  the  service.  To  effect  his  object,  he  has  moved  a  re- 
duction of  the  sum  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Na- 
vy to  be  necessary  for  this  purpose.  He  say*,  in  support 
of  his  motion,  that  the  Executive,  in  providing  a  frigate 
for  the  service,  instead  of  a  sloop  of  war,  which  he  [Mr. 
Jartis]  is  of  opinion  ought  to  be  sent,  has  been  govern- 
ed by  the  advice  of  landlubbers.  He  therefore  asks 
this  House  to  interfere,  and  reverse  the  decision  of  the 
Executive.  Mr.  Y.  said  he  did  not  know  whose  advice 
the  Executive  had  followed,  or  who  were  his  advisers  in 
this  matter;  but,  living  as  he  did  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  far  in  the  interior,  and  knowing  nothirg  of  aea  ser- 
vice, he  was  one  of  those  to  whom  the  gentleman's  ap- 
pellative of  landlubber  would  apply;  and  it  was  for  that 
reason,  which  the  gentleman  had  furnished  to  his  hand, 
that  he  would  not  vote  for  the  plan  proposed  by  him. 
Mr.  V.  said  that  what  be  had  said  of  himself  was  true  of 
a  very  large  majority  of  the  Hoiise.  A  very  great  ma- 
jority of  us  come  from  without  the  limits  of  tide  water, 
and  do  not  and  cannot  be  expected  to  possess  that  prac- 
tical knowledge  which  would  enable  us  to  decide  upon 
the  expediency  of  sending  a  frigate  on  this  vo}age  of 
exploration.  The  motion  and  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man came  to  this:  tha%  as  the  Executive  has  been  ii.flu- 
enced  by  the  advice  and  opinions  of  landsmen,  in  the 
plan  of  fitting  out  this  expedition,  he  therefore  comes 
here,  and  calls  upon  another  set  of  landsmen  to  overrule 
the  Executive,  and  direct  him  how  it  shall  be  fitted  up. 
The  gentleman  further  says,  that  one  of  the  small  ves- 
sels built  for  this  service  **  sails  like  a  tub."  If  that  be 
so,  the  du'y  and  responsibility  of  inquiring  into  that  mat- 
ter, and  of  providing  another  ship,  belongs  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy;  but  certainly  the  gentleman  cannot 
expect  this  House  to  go  into  such  an  inquiry,  and  de- 
cide whether  ship  A  or  »hip  B  shall  be  sent. 

We  have  passed  the  law  directing  the  exploring  ex- 
pedition to  be  aent,  and,  for  one,  be  wished  the  respon- 
sibility of  its  proper  execution  to  rest  upon  the  Execu- 
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tive,  where  it  belonged,  and  not  upon  this  House.  Mr. 
V.  said  that  in  respect  to  himself  he  could  say  with  per- 
fect truth  that  he  was  wholly  ifrnorant  of  the  details  and 
preparations  necessary  for  such  a  voyage;  be  did  not, 
therefore,  wish  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  volun- 
teering any  directions  respeding  them.  The  gentleman 
predicts  a  failure  of  this  expedition  if  conducted  upon 
the  present  plan;  but  is  not  the  hazard  of  failure 
greatly  increased  if  we  undertake  to  interfere  and  direct 
a  new  plan?  From  the  moment  we  interfere,  the  Sec- 
retary is  relieved  of  all  responsibility;  and  in  case  of 
failure  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  will  have  ac- 
quired the  enviable  reputation  of  having  procured  for 
itself  the  praises  of  the  who^e  civilized  world  by  the 
enactment  of  a  law  directing  the  expedition,  and  then 
of  having  disappointed  (he  high  hopes  every  where  en- 
tertained of  it,  by  volunteering  its  interference  in  the 
details  of  the  enterprise  as  already  adopted,  and,  he  had 
no  doubt,  wisely  adopted. 

Without  pretending  to  know  which  was  the  most 
suitable  for  this  service,  a  frigate  or  a  sloop  of  war,  yet 
he  thought  in  one  important  lespect  at  least  the  former 
was  preferable  to  the  latter.  Mr.  V.  said  that  he  had 
occasionally  seen  statements  of  the  extent  and  operations 
of  our  commerce  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  which  to 
him  were  truly  astonishing.  It  was  carried  on  in  a  re- 
gion where  all  the  inhabitants  are  barbarians;  our  mer- 
chants, in  their  intercourse  with  them,  were  subjected 
to  perpetual  vigilance  against  surprise  and  violence,  and, 
after  all,  accounts  are  by  no  means  uncommon  of  at- 
tacks, murders  of  our  seamen,  and  even  of  cnptures  of 
ships  with  their  crews.  On  these  occasions  the  most  shock- 
ing barbarities  are  usually  committed.  Now,  these  peo- 
ple, whose  lives  and  property  are  thus  perilled,  consti- 
tute  a  part  of  the  sum  total  of  the  population  and  wealth 
of  the  nation.  The  Government  is  bound  to  give  them 
every  reasonable  protection.  For  one,  Mr.  V.  said,  he 
was  willing  to  afford  that  protection  to  American  capital 
and  enterprise,  without  stopping  to  inquire  what  region 
of  the  globe  was  the  theatre  of  their  operation.  All  bar- 
barians entertain  very  extravagant  ideas  of  their  own 
power,  and  very  contemptible  notions  of  the  power  of 
those  who  have  not  made  before  their  eyes  a  display  of 
superior  power.  It  must  of  necessity  be  so,  since  their 
whole  stock  of  knowledge,  from  which  to  make  their 
comparisons,  consists  of  what  they  know  of  themselves 
and  see  of  others. 

These  people  know  they  are  an  overmatch  for  our 
merchant  vessels;  and,  never  having  seen  any  thing  else, 
they  are  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  ships  of  superior 
force.  They  therefore  attack  our  vessels  without  fear 
of  future  chastisement.  The  display  before  them  of  a 
frigate  would  undeceive  them,  give  them  new  ideas  of 
our  power,  and  cause  them  to  hesitate  before  making  an 
attack  on  our  merchantmen,  for  fear  of  future  punish- 
ment. It  is  in  pursuance  of  this  policy  we  have  spent 
millions  of  dollars  in  stationing  military  posts  and  ma- 
king military  displays  in  the  presence  of  the  Indians,  far 
in  the  interior,  solely  with  a  vie^  to  impress  them  with 
an  idea  of  our  power,  and  thus  so.  far  overawe  them  as 
to  give  security  to  the  weak  and  powerless  of  our  peo- 
ple who  have  intercourse  with  them,  without  the  means 
of  defendmg  their  persons  or  property.  Mr.  V.  said 
it  appeared  to  him  that  the  sending  out  of  a  frigate  was 
only  an  extension  of  our  existing  and  long-established 
policy  to  the  barbarians  in  the  South  Sea  islands,  with 
whom  our  people  are  brought  into  intercourse.  The 
small  vessels  will  perform  the  explorations,  while  the 
frigate  would  perform  the  equally  important  duty  of  de- 
ro:inding  satisfaction  of  the  natives  for  wrongs  already 
done,  and  promising  them  punishment  for  those  they 
may  in  future  commit;  and  in  many  other  respects  great- 
ly facilitate  th?  labors  to  be  performed  by  the  squadron. 


If  he  was  mistaken  in  his  views  of  this  subject,  he  should 
nevertheless  adhere  to  the  opinion  that  the  Executive 
should  be  left  untrammelled  in  directing  the  outfit  and 
conduct  of  this  important  expedition.  Mr.  V.  said  he 
could  not  suppress  the  expression  of  some  surprise  at 
the  course  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Jabvis]  had 
taken,  recollecting,  as  he  did,  that  at  the  last  session  the 
same  gentleman  was  opposed  to  the  expedition,  because 
not  only  the  equipment,  but  even  the  sending  it  out  at 
all,  had  not  been  left  to  the  sole  discretion  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive.  At  present,  he  would  have  this  House  to  in- 
terpose its  authority  by  indicating  to  the  same  Executive 
what  class  of  vessels  should  be  employed !  He,  (Mr.  V.,) 
of  course,  had  no  right  to  impugn  mei/s  motives,  nor  did 
he;  but  still  he  could  not  regard  those  who  wished  to 
derange  the  organization  at  present  agreed  upon  as 
very  friendly  to  the  enterprise  in  any  form. 

I'he  expedition  was,  as  be  had  said,  honorable  to  our 
national  character;  would  be  so  regarded  abroad  and  at 
home;  was  expedient,  for  wise  purposes  connected  with 
our  great  commercial  interests;  would  add  much  to  vari- 
ous departments  of  human  knowledge;  and  would,  he  had 
no  doubt,  at  all  times  be  amply  provided  for  by  Con- 
gress. It  had,  he  believed,  received  the  individual  sup- 
port of  the  delegation  in  Congress  from  Ohio,  and 
would  not  be  lost  sight  of  by  the  people  of  that  State. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  said  it  was  evident  that  they  could  not 
get  through  the  bill  to-night,  and  he  therefore  moved 
that  the  committee  rise.     Agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reports  d. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

Friday,  Fxbruabt  3. 
KERN  AND  GEORGE. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  from  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  to  which  was  refernd  the  petition  of 
John  Kern,  deputy  collector,  aad  John  D.  George,  dep- 
uty naval  officer,  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  reported 
the  following  resolution  : 

lieaolvedf  That  the  memorial  of  John  Kern  and  John 
D.  George  be  referred  to  the  First  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  collector  of 
the  port  of  Philadelphia,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  set- 
tle the  claim  of  said  Kern  and  George,  fur  services,  aa 
clerks,  by  them  performed,  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
18tb  section  of  the  tariff  act  of  July  14tb»  1832,  accord- 
ing to  agreement. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  desired  to  know  some* 
thing  about  this  resolution,  before  he  could  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  PEARCE  explained  that  an  appropriation  had 
been  made,  for  the  payment  of  clerk  hire,  to  carry  into 
effect  the  tariff  act  of  1H32.  The  service  had  been  per- 
formed b^  the  deputy  collector  and  deputy  naval  officer, 
after  ofnce  hours;  but  the  collector  had  construed  the 
law  in  such  manner  that  they  could  not  procure  their 
pay;  and  this  resolution  was  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
thut  they  should  be  paid. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  was  opposed  to 
paying  out  money  in  this  way.  They  were  not  autho- 
rized  to  make  appropriations,  unless  by  bill  or  joint  res- 
olution; and  he  hoped  this  resolution'  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  PEARCE  then  went  into  a  full  explanation  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  service  had  been  performed,  sta- 
ting, at  the  same  time,  that  it  had  been  performed  bet- 
ter by  these  clerks  than  it  could  have  been  by  others; 
yet  if  other  clerks  had  performed  the  service  iht  re 
would  have  been  no  question  as  to  the  propriety  of  pay- 
ing them. 

Mr.  CAMDRELENG  suggested  that  the  most  appro- 
priate course  would  be  to  move  to  discharge  the  com- 
mittee from  the  subject,,  and  rcft-r  it  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 
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Mr.  PEARCE  «aid  the  subject  had  been  before  the 
Secrets ry,  and  the  only  question  ^as  aa  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  law.  It  was  in  consequence  of  the  construc- 
tion the  coUector  had  put  upon  the  law,  that  the  money 
was  refused  to  be  paid.  He  had  done  what  he  consid- 
ered to  be  his  duty  in  reporting  the  resolution t  but  if  the 
House  refused  to  adopt  the  report,  be  had  nothing  to  say. 

Ur.  WILLIAM S»  of  North  Carolina,  said  it  appeared 
that  the  Secretary  doubted  whether  he  had  the  power 
to  pay  this  mon^,  and  the  passage  of  this  resolution  was 
to  relieve  htm  of  the  responsibility  of  the  matter.  He 
contended  the  House  had  not  the  power  to  direct  the  8ec« 
retary  to  pay  this  money. 

Mr.  HARPER  contended  that  these  men  ought  to  be 
paid,  inasmuch  as  the  money  had  been  appropriated  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  this  clerk  birei  and  they  had  per- 
formed the  service,  and  that,  too,  out  of  office  hours. 

Mr.  PEARCE  then  moved  the  following,  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  original  resolution: 

JUaoivedt  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject, 
and  that  the  ssme,  with  tbe  report  of  the  committee,  be 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moted  to 
lay  tbe  whole  subject  on  the  table.  Lost. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  was  opposed  to  allowing 
claims  of  this  kind.  If  they  admitted  this  claim,  there 
would  innumerable  claims  eome  before  them  of  a  similar 
naturv. 

Mr.  HOAR  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  referring 
this  subject  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  PEARCE  sgain  urged  upon  the  Honse  the  pro- 
priety and  justice  of  allowing  this  claim.  There  was  no 
doubt  of  their  having  performed  the  service,  and  that, 
too,  better  than  it  could  have  been  done  by  strange 
clerks. 

Mr.  HOAR  mored  to  amend  the  substitute  by  striking 
oat  that  part  of  it  which  referred  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 5  which  was 
agreed  to:  Ayes  75,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  HARPER  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  referring  the  claim  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  settlement. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  refer  the  whole  sab- 
ject  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  HARPER  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  refer- 
ring this  subject  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  HARDIN  was  opposed  to  allowing  these  claimn, 
as  there  would  be  no  end  to  them  if  once  admitted.  He 
considered  the  Gjvernment  had  the  right  to  have  the 
whole  time  of  the  clerks  in  its  employ.  Of  late  years, 
the  clerks  had  fixed  their  own  hours;  ther  would  go  to 
their  offices  at  ten  o'clock,  and  perhaps  leave  them  by 
twof  but  if  any  thing  was  done  by  them  out  of  what  they 
called  their  office  hours,  they  must  ask  for  extra  pay! 
The  House  had  had  various  applications  of  this  kind,  but 
had  always  refused  to  grant  them{  and  he  hoped  they  al- 
wavs  would  do  so. 

Mr.  REED  believed  this  claim  to  be  just,  and  he 
would  be  pleased  to  see  the  committee  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  those  individuals.  Tiiis  would  be  the  prop- 
er coarse,  and  he  thought  the  House  should  take  the  re- 
sponsibility of  paying  these  individuals,  without  sending 
it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  BOON  thoujrht,  if  gentlemen  were  about  to  estab- 
lish the  principle  that  the  Government  should  require 
the  whole  of  the  time  of  its  officers,  they  should  begin 
at  home,  and  not  permit  members  of  the  House,  while 
they  were  getting  their  eight  dollars  per  day,  receiving 
compensation  for  services  rendered  out  of  the  House. 
It  was  just  as  proper  that  this  restriction  should  be 
placed  upon  members  of  that  House,  as  upon  clerks  in 
tbe  departments. 

VoIh  XIIL— 99 


Mr.  LANE  said  he  fully  concurred  in  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  RsED.]  That  he  rose  to  correct  one  observation 
on  this  point  which  fell  from  his  friend  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Habdiv,]  which,  in  his  opinion,  did  great  injustice 
to  the  clerks  in  the  departments.  He  had  been  called 
upon  to  do  business  in  the  different  departments,  during 
the  present  session,  and  had  called  at  all  hours,  from  9 
to  12,  and  lately  from  9  to  lit  that  he  had  at  all  timet 
found  them  in  their  offices,  zealously  and  faithfully  de- 
spschiog  every  duty,  carrying  into  effect  what  he  con- 
sidered a  very  severe  law  of  the  last  session. 

Mr.  HARDIN  briefly  replied  to  the  gentlemen  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Book  and  Mr.  Lavs.] 

Mr.  PEARCE  denied  that  this  was  a  claim  for  extra 
pay  or  extra  services.  He  had  not  advocated  it  upon 
that  principle.  It  was  a  claim  for  services  which  would 
have  been  paid  if  other  individuals  had  performed  them, 
and  the  money  was  already  appropriated,  in  anticipa- 
tion, for  the  payment  of  these  services.  But,  by  the  con- 
struction put  upon  the  law  by  the  collector,  he  withheld 
the  money. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  then  read  the  law  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  Mr.  HARPER  made  some  further  remarks  in 
support  of  the  claim,  when 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  the  House 
proceed  to  tbe  orders  of  the  day^  which  was  agreed  to. 

EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

Mr.  PHIIXIPS  asked  leave  of  the  House  to  submit 
the  following  resolution: 

Besohedt  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  inform  the  House  of  tbe  prog^ress  which 
has  been  made  in  the  arrangements  for  the  surveying  and 
exploring  expedition  authorized  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  and  of  the  objects  and  measures  to  which  said 
expedition  is  to  be  devoted. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Maine,  objecting, 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule  for 
this  purpose;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Ohio,  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment, which  Mr.  Pbxllxps  accepted  as  a  modification  .- 

<<  And  also  of  the  size  and  the  names  of  the  vessels  des- 
ignated by  the  Department  to  be  employed  in  tbe  ex- 
ploring expeditioni  with  the  number  of  the  officers  and 
men  therein  $  together  with  a  statement  of  the  expend!- 
turea  already  incurred  in  fitting  out  the  expedition,  and 
an  estimate  of  the  further  expenditures  which  ^  will  be 
necessary  until  its  successful  termination,  on  the  plan 
now  projected." 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  then  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment. Strike  out  all  after  tbe  word  *'  Resolved, "  and  in- 
sert the  following: 

"  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Nivy  be  directed  to  com- 
municate to  this  House  the  number  of  vessels  designed, 
and  fitted  out,  or  now  fitting  out,  for  the  exploring  ex- 
pedition to  the  Pacific  and  South  Seas)  the  class  to 
which  they  respectively  belong;  the  cost  already  incur- 
red, and  that  which  is  estimated  will  be  incurred,  in 
completing  their  equipment;  the  time  when  the  expedi- 
tion may  be  expected  to  sail,  and  its  probable  annual 
cost  afterwards)  aUo,  whether  either  of  the  said  vessels, 
or  any  other  public  vessel,  has  been  put  in  requisition 
for  the  conveyance  of  General  Santa  Anna  to  Mexico, 
or  elsewhere;  and,  if  so,  the  authority  under  which  such 
requisition  has  been  made;  with  all  orders  to  and  from 
the  Department  relative  thereto." 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  hoped  this  amendment  would  not  pre- 
vail. Tbe  resolution,  as  modified,  called  for  all  the  infor- 
mation desired  in  relation  to  the  South  Sea  expedition; 
therefore,  he  could  not  see  the  necessity  for  tbe  gentle- 
man's amendment. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  called  for  the 
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yeas  and  nays  on  the  proposed  amendment  t  which  were 
not  ordered,  8nd  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MERCER  then  submitted  an  amendment  calling 
on  the  Secretary  for  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the  navy, 
with  the  dates  of  their  respective  commissions,  and  the 
number  of  years  each  bad  been  at  sea,  since  the  year 
1814. 

Mr.  JARVIS  suggested  that  it  would  be  more  proper 
to  move  this  as  a  separate  resolution.  The  information 
required  by  it  could  not  be  obtained  for  a  considerable 
time,  and  would  prevent  an  early  answer  being  made  to 
the  orif^inal  resolution.  After  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
MERGER,  his  amendment  was  disagreed  to.  The 
resolution,  as  modified^  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

SUSAN  DECATUR. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
joint  resolution  granting  a  pension  to  Susan  Decatur, 
widow  of  the  late  Commodore  Decatur. 

**Ruolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresenialives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  asstmbted^  That 
Mrs.  Susan  Decatur,  widow  of  the  late  Commodore  S. 
Decatur,  be  paid  from  the  navy  pension  fund  a  pension 
fur  five  years,  commencing  from  the  30th  June,  1834, 
in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  concerning 
naval  pensions  and  the  navy  pension  fund,  passed  30ih 
June,  1834;  the  said  pension  not  to  be  WMt  for  her 
responsibilities  on  account  of  the  debts  of  her  late  hus- 
band; provided  that  the  said  pension  shall  cease  on  the 
death  or  marriage  of  the  said  Susan  Decatur." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  WASHINGTON  to 
amend  said  resolution  by  striking  out  the  words  "the 
laid  pension  not  to  be  liable  for  her  responsibilities  on 
account  of  the  debts  of  her  late  husband,"  and  inserting 
in  lieu  thereof  the  following:  **  and  that  she  be  allowed, 
from  said  fund,  the  arrearages  of  the  half  pay  of  a  post 
captain  from  the  death  of  Commodore  Decatur  to  the 
30th  June,  1834,  together  with  the  pension  hereby  al* 
lowed  her." 

To  which  amendment  the  following  was  offered  by 
Mr.  MERCER,  and  accepted  by  Mr.  W.:  '<  And  that 
the  arrearage  of  said  pension  be  vested  in  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  trust,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Susan 
Decatur.*' 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  commit  the 
resolution  to  the  Committee,  on  Naval  Affairs;  which 
was  lost. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  WisHisoToir  was  then  agreed 
t0|  and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  engrossed, 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

DAVID  KILBOURN. 

The  **  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Kilbourn"  was  then 
taken  up. 

This  biU  had  passed  the  committee,  and  was  on  its 
engrossment.  The  case  was  a  well-known  one,  bad 
been  for  several  years  before  Congress,  and  been  more 
th«n  once  rejected,  and  repeatedly  set  aside.  Kilbourn 
alleges  that  he  was  a  Canadian  spy,  and,  after  much  suf- 
fering, succeeded  in  escaping,  with  the  total  loss  of  his 
property  by  confiscation. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
naysi  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HOWELL  called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill  and 
report;  which  was  ordered. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  WARDWELL»  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  83, 
nays  65. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

After  taking  up  and  disposing  of  some  other  busi- 
ness. 

The  House  adjourned. 


Satuboat,  Fxbbuabt  4. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
from  the  select  committee  to  investigate  abuses  in  the 
executive  departments,  reported  the  following  resohi- 
tion  : 

Resoked,  That  the  chairman  be  directed  to  ask  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  an  order  to  print  so  many 
copies  of  the  journal  of  the  committee  ss  they  may 
think  proper  to  order  for  the  use  of  the  members,  to  be 
printed  and  laid  on  their  tables,  with  their  report,  not 
exceeding  1,030  copies. 

Mr.  G.  explained  that  this  resolution  was  introduced 
with  a  view  to  have  the  journal  of  the  committee  print- 
ed, and  kept  in  possession  of  the  committee,  to  be  laid 
before  the  House  at  the  same  time  they  made  their  re- 
port. If  this  was  not  done,  it  would  take  some  time  to 
have  the  journal  printed  after  the  report  was  made; 
consequently,  it  would  delay  the  action  of  the  House« 
as  it  might  be  some  days  after  the  report  was  made  be- 
fore this  journal  could  be  printed  and  laid  upon  the 
tables  of  members. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  inquired  what  number  of 
copies  the  resolution  proposed  to  print. 

Mr.  GARLAND  replied  that  it  was  not  stated  on  the 
face  of  the  resolution;  hut  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
committee  that  the  usual  number  should  be  printed. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  then  moved  an  amendment, 
that  the  number  to  be  printed  should  not  exceed  1,030| 
which  was  agreed  to;  and  the  resolution,  asamended^  waf 
then  adopted. 

KERN  AND  GEORGE. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  being  the  resolution  reported  by 
Mr.  D.  J.  PsABCB,  from  the  Committee  on  Cominerce» 
as  follows: 

«  Besokedt  That  the  memorial  of  John  Kern'and  John 
D.  George,  be  referred  to  the  First  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  collector  of 
the  port  of  Philadelphia,  who  is  hereby  directed  to 
settle  the  claim  of  said  Kern  and  George,  for  services,  as 
clerks,  by  them  performed,  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
18th  section  of  the  tariff  act  of  July  14,  1832,  according 
to  agreement.'' 

Mr.  PxABCE  had  moved  the  following,  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  original  resolution: 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject, 
and  that  the  same,  with  the  report  of  the  committee,  be 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  settle- 
ment." 

The  question  pending  was. the  motion  of  Mr.  Catb 
JouBsoH  to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  referred  to  the  law  of  1834, 
showing  that  under  its  provisions  the  officers  in  question 
were  bound  to  give  their  whole  time  to  their  duties, 
without  any  extra  compensation.  The  reason  of  the  law 
was  obvious,  being  to  prevent  persons  from  neglecting 
the  public  business  during  office,  hours,  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  extra  compensation  for  doing  the  work  out  of 
office  hours. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  no  more  time  would  be 
consumed  upon  it,  but  that  it  would  be  referred,  as  rec- 
ommended by  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  remarked,  they  had  already 
wasted  more  money  in  discussing  it  than  the  whole  sub- 
ject was  worth.  He  contended  that  it  was  unnecessary 
to  send  it  now  to  any  coonmittee  of  the  House,  since  all 
the  facts  had  been  fully  elicited. 

Mr.  McKAY  cuuld  not  see  the  propriety  of  referring 
it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  he  liad  already 
expressed  his  opinion  of  the  law,  that  it  did  not  autho- 
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rise  the  payment  to  be  made  by  hi  mi  and  the  House 
could  not  enlarge  the  powers  of  a  law  by  a  simple  reso- 
lution. He  would  prefer  referring^  it  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill 
embracing:  the  claim. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  concurred  with  the 
Ifentleman  from  Pennsylyania,  that  it  was  unnecessary 
now  to  send  this  subject  to  a  committee,  and  for  the  rea- 
son stated  by  that  gentleman. 

The  motion  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  Claims 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved  to 
refer  the  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  with 
Instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  claim- 
ants. Lost. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Pbibcb  was  then  put,  and 
agreed  to,  63  to  58. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
last  vote,  as  he  wished  to  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
«•  for  settlement." 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  and  Mr.  PEARCE  said  there 
would  be  DO  objection  to  strike  out  these  words;  and 
Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  suggested  that  the  amendment 
be  agreed  to  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table  I  which  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  63,  nays  62. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  private  orders. 

DAVID  KILBOURN. 

«<  Bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Kilbourn,"  on  its  third 
reading. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  HARDIN,  STORE R, 
^ARDWBLL.  HOAR,  PARKER,  and  BRIGGS, 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded  by  the  House»  and  the  main  question  or- 
dered to  be  put. 

Mr.  HARDIN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question i  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  83, 
nays  73. 

Bo  the  bill  was  pasted. 

ROBERT  WALN. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Robert  Wain;  the  question  being  on  or- 
dering the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

A  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  INGERSOLL, 
McKIM,  JARVIS,  LAWRENCE,  G.  LEE,  HARPER, 
HARDIN,  CAMBRELENG,  PARKER,  and  PHIL- 
LIPS, participated. 

When  Mr.  ROBERTSON  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  instructions 
to  report  a  general  bill  to  regulate  the  principles  on 
which  it  m^y,  in  their  opinion,  be  just  and  expedient  to 
remit  the  duties  on  merchandise. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  CAMBREL- 
ENG,  PARKER,  LAWRENCE,  D.  J.  PEARCE,  Mc- 
KIM,  PHILLIPS,  and  HAKPRU. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  moved  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ, but  withdrew  his  motion  Hi  order  to  afford  op- 
portuni  y  to  the  committee  of  five,  appointed  on  a  former 
day,  to  make  their  report  in  relation  to  the  counting  and 
declaraiittn  of  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President 
of  tlie  United  States;  which  report,  on  motion,  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

COMMITTEE  OF  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  PEYTON  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to 
notice  a  matter  personal  to  himself,  which  had  appeared 
in  the  official  journal  of  this  morning. 

Leave  being  given, 

Mr.  PEYTON  rose  and  said:  The  House  would  bear 
bim  witness  that  he  had  not  been  in  the  habit  of  annoy- 
ing them  with  matters  personal  to  himself  which  occur- 
red out  of  doon.    Now,  however,  he  felt  bound  to  re- 


quest a  moment's  indulgence,  not  so  much  on  his  own 
individual  account,  ss  because  it  was  due  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  to  the  House  of  which  he  was  a  member.  He 
(Mr.  P.)  referred  to  a  statement  which  had  appeared  in 
the  Globe  of  this  morning,  which  was  as  follows: 

**  If  this  statement  be  true,  or  even  approach  the 
truth,  it  is  evident  that  a  gross  outrage  was  committed 
by  Mr.  Psttoit  towards  a  witness  summoned  to  testify 
before  the  committee,  and  therefore  under  its  protec- 
tion; and  an  act  of  such  disrespect  to  the  committee  it- 
self as  should  have  subjected  Mr.  Pkttok  to  its  sever- 
est censure.*' 

The  statement  of  Whitney  alluded  to  was  not  only  un- 
true, but  it  did  not  even  approach  the  truth.  In  answer 
to  it,  nothing  more  was  necessary  for  bim  to  do  than 
simply  to  state  to  the  House  the  facts  of  the  case,  as 
they  appeared  upon  the  journal  of  the  committee. 

It  would  be  sufficient  to  state  that  his  friend  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Haxkr,]  though  differing  from  him  (Mr.  P.) 
in  politics,  moved,  on  the  conclusion  of  the  occurrence 
in  question,  a  resolution  of  censure  against  Reuben  M. 
Whitney  for  insulting  him,  (Mr.  P.,)  which  passed  unan- 
imously. The  committee  had  authorized  him  (Mr.  P.) 
to  publish  this  resolution,  which  he  would  lay  before  the 
House. 

Extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Investtga' 
tiwif  J'  Garland^  Chairman, 

"  WxDHxsDAT,  January  25, 1837. 

**  By  Mr.  Pettot.— Ques/ion  15.  Did  you  receive  any 
letter  of  recommendation  from  Roger  B.  Taney,  or  did 
he  in  any  manner  countenance  or  encourage  you  in  ap- 
plying for  the  agency  contemplated,  or  did  he  positively 
refuse  to  recommend,  receive,  or  countenance  you  in 
that  capacity,  while  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury 
Department? 

**Mr.  Whitvbt.«— .jfiuuMr.  1  decline  answering  this  in- 
terrogatoryi  more  particularly  as  the  individual  pro- 
pounding it  has  asserted,  positively  and  publicly,  that 
the  substance  of  the  latter  part  of  it  is  true,  beginning 
with  *or  did  he,'  &c.;  therefore,  being  the  party  ac- 
cused, I  am  not  a  proper  witness.  I  think,  injustice, 
that  the  individual  who  has  made  the  allegation  should 
be  called  to  produce  his  proof. 

<•  The  witness  was  desired  to  withdraw. 

**  Mr.  Haxbb  moved  that  the  foregoing  answer  to  the 
fifteenth  question  be  returned  to  the  witness,  being  no 
reply  to  the  interrogatory,  and  disrespectful  to  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee. 

**  The  witness,  (R.  M.  Whitney,)  immediately  af\er  the 
passing  of  this  resolution,  was  brought  into  the  commit- 
tee room,  out  uf  which  he  had  been  sent,  and  the  reso- 
lution of  censure  was  read  to  him,  (R.  M.  Whitney,}  and 
his  answer  was  returned  to  him.  He  (R.  M.  Wtiimey) 
(hen  apologised  to  the  committee,  and  took  back  his  an- 
swer^  after  which  he  peaceably  answered  the  next  ques- 
tion which  was  propounded  to  him,  and  such  as  before 
he  had  moat  indecorously  refused  to  answer.  This  state- 
ment of  the  simple  fact  would  at  once  show  who  was 
wrong  in  the  occurrence  referred  to;  it  would  show  the 
unanimous  decision  of  the  committee  to  be  that  the  wit- 
ness was  wrong,  and  his  subsequent  apology  was  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  it." 

Having  stated  thus  much,  which  he  (Mr.  P.)  flattered 
himself  was  an  ample  refutation  of  the  charges  implied 
in  the  Globe  and  other  papers,  perhsps  it  might  not  be 
unnecessary  to  relate  what  was  the  actual  occurrence 
on  the  occasion  referred  to.  His  friend  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Gaxlahd,]  and  every  other  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, would  do  him  the  justice  to  say  (hat  he  (Mr.  P.) 
had,  in  the  first  instance,  treated  Whitney  with  as  much 
courtesy  as  he  would  have  shown  even  to  Chief  Justice 
Marshall  himself,  if  be  bad  been  alive  and  there  i  and 
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for  him  (Mr.  P.)  to  do  so,  when  the  course  and  conrtuct 
of  the  man  to  him  (Mr.  P.)  was  contideredy  it  required 
on  his  part  no  little  exertion  of  philosophy.  He,  (Mr* 
p.,)  however,  had  done  so. 

From  the  time  the  witness  (R.  M.  Whitney)  first  came 
into  the  committee  room,  he  (Mr.  P.)  had  put  about  six- 
ty questions  in  regular  succession,  and  at  difTrrent  times, 
to  bll  of  which  he  could  not  get  more  than  ten  or  twelve 
answersi  the  witness  threw  them  off  contemptuously, 
denouncing  them  as  inquisitorisl)  snd  this  conterrptiious 
course  he  (Whitney)  repeated  day  after  day,  and  night 
after  night.  It  was  manifest  that  he  (R.  M.  Whitney) 
had  totally  mistaken  the  feelings  which  prompted  his 
(Mr.  P's)  course,  and  from  this  indulgence  in  his  inso- 
lence he  made  a  miscalculation,  and  went  at  length  too 
fart  no  doubt  he  imagined  that  because  his  card  in  the 
Globe  had  not  been  noticed  by  me,  therefore  I  was  to 
be  insulted  with  impunity.  On  the  night  of  the  occur- 
rence (9aid  Mr.  P.)  I  put  to  him  a  question,  in  order  to 
draw  from  him  the  truth  of  my  statement  which  he 
carded  me  for  making}  the  question  related  to  Mr. 
Taney 'd  refusal  to  countenance  himi  but,  as  on  for- 
mer occasions,  the  witness  would  not  answer,  sflirming 
that  he  had  a  right  tn  demand  from  me  proof  of  this 
matter,  as  I  had  stated  it  to  be  true.  Sir,  I  suffered  this 
conduct  to  pass  unnoticed  by  me,  both  because  he  was 
a  witness,  and  because  ]  did  not  wish  to  enter  into  person- 
al altercation  with  one  who  is  as  completely  shielded 
from  the  notice  of  all  honorable  men  by  his  infamy  as  a 
mad  dog  is  by  his  hydrophobia.  But,  sir,  he  accompa- 
nied that  answer  wilh  a  scowl,  a  frown,  an  insulting  look 
of  defiance,  directed  boldly  to  me  personally,  which 
perhaps  no  one  else  then  saw.  I  appealed,  sir,  imme- 
diately to  the  Chair,  to  know  if  the  witness  should  be 
permitted  to  insult  me;  I  walked  up  to  him,  and  said  I 
would  teach  him  better  than  to  insult  me;  that  1  would 
let  him  know  that  I  required  no  constitutional  privilege 
to  chastise  him  if  he  dared  to  insult  mei  that,  if  he  did, 
would  put  bim  to  death  on  the  xpot.  Sir,  I  used  language 
1  which  was  harsh,  fur  I  was  excited,  as  any  man  would 
have  been  who  has  a  soul  within  him  fit  to  be  saved. 
The  Chair  called  to  order,  and  1  took  my  seat.  He  says 
I  drew  a  pistol  upon  himi  it  is  false.  After  I  sat  down, 
he  rose  and  began  again;  I  walked  to  h  m  again,  and  he, 
at  that  moment,  seemed  as  it  he  was  about  to  use  a 
weapon:  he  had  his  hand  in  his  pocket,  and,  when  I 
walked  up  to  him,  I  put  my  hand  in  my  bosom,  but  I 
drew  nothing  from  it;  every  one  present  believed,  from 
his  attitude,  he  was  armed  with  deadly  weapons.  My 
friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  interposed;  the  witness 
was  withdrawn,  and  the  committee  unanimously  passed 
a  resolution  censuring  his  insuliing  behaviour.  As  soon 
as  I  could,  sir,  I  made  an  apology,  which  I  felt  due  to 
the  committee,  for  having  been  transported  by  such 
provocation  to  lose  the  momentary  command  of  my  tem- 
per. The  witne<«,  on  being  again  brought  into  the 
room,  apologized  for  the  insult,  and  was  afterwards,  as 
he  had  been  by  me  before,  treated  with  perfect  respect, 
as  due  to  his  position  as  a  witness.  1  think,  sir,  this  ez- 
planaiion  and  statement  of  the  facts  is  due  to  the  com- 
mittee and  to  I  be  House;  the  prompt  course  adopted  by 
the  committee  is  alone  a  sufficient  refutation  of  the  false 
statements  which  have  rendered  this  explanation  neces- 
saiy.  I  knew  what  was  due  to  a  witness,  and  1  felt  what 
was  due  to  myself.  I  do  not  envy,  sir,  that  wretch  bis 
csUousness  snd  insensibility,  who,  when  assailed  by  a 
ruffian,  would  not,  without  regard  to  who  he  is,  resist, 
if  necessary,  force  by  force.  Grateful  to  the  House  for 
the  indulgence  which  it  has  accorded  to  me,  1  shall  not 
any  longer  occupy  its  time  unnecessarily. 

Mr.  PsTTov,  having  concluded,  then  resumed  his  seat. 
The  resoluiion  of  the   committee  of  investigation  was 
then  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House. 


Mr.  WISE  then  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  request  the  ssme  indulgence  that  has 
been  granted  to  my  friend  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pxt« 
Tozr;]  I  request  the  indulgence  not  so  much  on  my  own 
sccount,  personally,  as  in  respect  to  the  committee  of 
which  I  am  a  member.  I  wish  to  ahow  how  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  committee  have  been  misrepresented 
and  belied  by  that  infamous  wretch  who  has  published 
his  card  in  the  Globe.  From  the  first  moment  he  (U. 
M.  Whitney)  came  before  ttie  committee,  I  saw,  or 
thought  I  saw,  in  what  his  examination  might  result  be* 
fore  its  termination.  It  may  have  been  imagination,  but 
I  anticipated  his  intentions  from  the  start.  He  was  evi- 
dently disposed  to  try  my  Ir.end  from  Tennessee  and 
myself.  He  had  felt  his  way,  for  some  lime  before,  in 
the  Globe.  He  tried  our  patience  there  by  attempt- 
ing to  draw  our  attention  towards  him  by  his  insulting 
cards  and  pHragraphs.  We  both  had  failed  to  take  any 
notice  of  him;  we  could  not  recognise  him  as  a  gentleman 
in  any  respect.  His  behaviour  and  manner,  when  ho 
came  before  the  committee,  was  that  of  m  superciliouSf 
self-important,  contumacious,  and  contemptuous  witness* 
His  answerii  to  interrogatories  were  given  in  writing. 
He  would  write  his  answer  at  the  table,  snd  then,  with 
an  impudent  air  of  nonchalance,  would  fold  his  aims« 
cock  up  his  legs  against  the  wall,  and  cast  glancest 
full  of  defiance  and  eipressive  of  contempt,  at  me 
and  my  friend  from  Tennessee,  as  if  anxious  to 
iubult  us  by  his  looks.  To  all  this  behaviour,  sir,  not  a 
remark  was  applied;  no  notice  of  his  insolence  was 
taken;  we  treated  him  with  quiet  composure'and  decent 
respect,  until,  emboldened  by  our  forbearence,  he  went 
further;  he  behaved  worse;  he  tried  the  experiment  of 
being  personal  in  his  answer.  His  course,  I  think,  was 
tenuiive;  he  wanted  to  see  how  far  he  might  dare  to  go. 
The  night  this  occurrence  happened,  I  was  sitting,  with 
several  of  my  colleagues  of  the  committee,  on  a  sofa  in  a 
corner  of  the  room,  on  one  side  of  the  firepUce,  con* 
versing  in  perfect  good  humor,  in  a  way  certainly  very 
agreeat)]e  to  myself,  telhng  anecdotes  in  whispers.  The 
silence  which  reigned  was  broken  only  at  intervals  by 
the  annunciation  of  an  interrogatory,  or  the  reading  of 
an  answer.  The  answer  to  the  question  which  caused 
the  affray  was  announced;  the  attention  of  all  to  the 
reading  of  it  was  called.  The  witness  wss  sitting  at  a 
table  in  the  corner,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  flreplsce 
from  the  sofa;  a  long  table  was  sitting  in  front  of  the 
fireplace;  the  chairman  and  Mr.  Pbttoit  were  sitting  on 
the  side  next  the  fire,  the  former  towards  the  end  next 
the  sola,  and  the  latter  towards  the  end  next  th;  witness. 
The  clerk  was  silting  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  table. 
The  back  of  the  chairman  was  towards  me,  and  when  be 
read  the  answer,  and  Mr.  Psxtoir  looked  around,  it 
brought  his  (  Mr.  P'a)  full  face  towards  me.  As  soon  as  the 
answer  was  read,  I  looked  at  my  friend,  and  saw  he  was 
flushed  with  excitement;  his  face  beamed  with  indigna- 
tion; no  one  cuuld  mistake  his  feeling>.  He  first  address- 
ed the  chairman,  by  baying,  •«  Mr.  Chairmim,  I  wish  >ou 
distinctly  to  inform  the  witness  that  he  is  not  to  insult 
me  here."  He  was  proceeding,  when  1  arose,  and  re- 
marked, ••  Mr.  Chairman,  the  d d  insolence  of  this 

witness  is  insufferable,  and  has  been  borne  long  enough." 
He  had,  in  fact,  Mr.  Speaker,  declined  to  answer  one 
question  because  it  was  **  inquisitorial;''  and  because 
another  was  **  inquisitorial"  he  declined  to  answer  it,  and 
had  rung  all  the  cnanges  upon  that  word  till,  if  reitera- 
tion could  convince  and  supply  the  place  ot  truth,  one 
might  have  believed,  from  mere  repetition,  that  the 
committee  wa«,  what  it  has  been  denounced  to  be» 
worse  than  a  Spanish  inquisition!  Sir,  he  bad  received 
bis  cue. 

But  to  proceed:  .My  frieiid  rose  as  I  uttered  these 
words  respecting  the  witness,  put  me  back  with  hisarmf 
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and  Midy  <*  This  is  my  business*  Wise;  not  yours."  And 
he  walked  straight  up  to  the  witness  where  he  sat,  and 
■aid  to  him  nearly  these  words — I  will  endeavor  to  g-ive 
his  very  words  however  harsh:  *<  You  talk  about  my 
shielding  myself  behind  my  constitutional  privileges. 
Now,  I  tell  you  that  I  claim  no  constitutional  privileges 
to  protect  me  from  your  insults  in  my  presence;  and  you 
d— d  thief  and  rubber,  if  you  dare  to  insult  me,  here 
or  elsewhere,  to  my  lace,  1  will  put  you  to  death  on  the 
spot!"  The  chairman  had  called  me  to  order,  and  I  had 
sat  down;  he  immediately  called  my  friend  back  to  his 
seat;  for  it  is  but  due,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  chairman 
to  aay  that  he  has  done  his  duty,  in  all  respects,  on  that 
eommittee.  My  friend  took  his  seat,  when  the  witness 
rose,  and  began  to  aay,  «  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  been 
summoned  to  Hppear  before  this  committee,  and  I  claim 
its  protection"— >He  did  not  finish  the  sentence  be- 
fore my  friend  ruse,  and  told  him  to  sit  down.  **  Sit 
down,  sir!  you  have  no  right  to  speak  here  but  in  wri- 
ting, and  you  shall  not  utter  a  word;  if  you  speak  another 
word,  I  will"^— S>r,  I  do  not  remember  here  exactly 
what  he  said  he  would  do;  he  used  many  harsh  epithets, 

such  ss  ••  d d  scoundrel."    The  witness  uttered  not 

a  word,  but  he  was  standing,  and  immediately  advanced 
hia  left  foot,  and  put  his  right  hand  in  his  pantaloons 
right  pocket.  I  was  standmg  then  immediately  behind 
Biy  friend,  and,  seeing  Whitney  assume  this  attitude,  I 
walked  quickly  around  the  end  of  the  table,  near  to 
Whitney's  left  side.  I  expected  him  to  draw  a  deadly 
weapon  on  my  friend.  I  watched  the  motion  of  that 
right  arm,  the  elbow  of  which  could  be  seen  by  me;  and, 
had  it  moved  one  inch,  he  had  died  upon  the  spot! 
That  was  my  determination.  Let  me  not  be  misunder- 
stood or  misrepresented.  I  mean  to  ssy  that,  if  he  bad 
drawn  his  deadly  weapon  on  my  friend,  it  should  never 
have  done  its  execution.  I  considered  my  friend  in  immi- 
nent danger,  and  stood  prepared  to  arrest  it— to  prevent 
bis  life  from  being  taken  by  a  villain,  who  wore  every 
appearance  and  assumed  the  very  attitude  of  an  insidi- 
ous assassin.  Happily  I  had  no  occasion  to  interpose, 
but  in  a  friendly  manner  to  force  my  friend  away,  who 
bad,  seeing  the  position  of  the  witness  put  his  hand  in 
his  bosom.  I  stepped  in  between  them,  took  hold  of 
Mr.  PxTToar,  caught  him  by  his  waistcoat,  and  closed  it. 
I  told  him  Whitney's  blood  was  not  worth  spilling,  and 
was  not  fit  to  stain  any  man— he  was  not  worthy  of  his 
notice.  My  friend  sat  down,  saying,  **  Yes,  he  is  worth 
my  notice  when  he  comes  to  my  face  and  insults  me.  I 
would  notice  any  d— d  dog!"  The  chairman  expos- 
tulated with  him,  and  my  friend  replied,  *<  You  have  not 
seen  him,  sir;  he  has  been  looking  at  me—looking  at  me 
air;  and  he  shall  not  look  at  me  again!  I  submit  it  to 
you,  air,  whether  I  have  not  treated  him  as  if  he  were  a 
gentleman."  The  Chair  remonstrated  against  further 
disorder.  Whitney  had  not  uttered  a  word  after  he  was 
ordered  by  my  friend  to  be  silent,  and  did  not  until 
after  he  bad  retired  and  returned  to  the  committee 
room.  Mr.  Hamsb  bad  been  speaking;  the  witness  was 
requested  to  retire.  Mr.  Hamir  offered  the  resolution 
you  have  heard  read;  it  passed  unanimously;  witness  was 
called  in;  the  chairman  returned  him  his  offensive  answer, 
and  informed  him  of  the  resolution,  and  he  immediately 
said:  **  Mr.  Chairman,  if  1  have  been  disrespectful  to  the 
committee,  I  regret  it,  sir,  and  apologize  for  it."  The  clerk 
took  Qiiwn  his  words  immediately,  unknown  to  most  of 
the  members,  and  the  committee,  afterwards,  when  Mr. 
Hamkr  was  about  to  move  to  insert  the  witness's  spolo- 
gy,  withdrew  hia  motion,  becsuse  the  committee  concur- 
red unanimously,  I  ihoiighf,  that  the  clerk  had  correct- 
ly recorded  it  already.     Thus  ended  the  whole  affair. 

I  went  to  the  chairman,  to  Mr.  Hamik,  Mr.  Mabtik, 
and  Mr.  Faibfiblb,  all,  I  think,  of  the  commitiee,  and 
begged  them  not  to  adjourn  until  my  friend's  excitement 


entirely  subsided.  I  suggested  that  he  should  be  per* 
mitted  to  ask  another  question  or  two,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee should  discharge  the  witness  before  it  sdjourned; 
so  that  Mr.  Pzttot  might  become  calm,  and  not  retire 
at  the  same  time  with  the  witness.  This  course  was 
sdopted,  and  successfully  pursued.  Whitney  came  back 
into  the  committee  room,  after  he  had  retired,  entirely 
humbled,  I  thought,  and  answered  the  next  question 
propounded  in  the  only  becoming  manner  he  exhibited 
at  all.  Such,  sir,  is  a  true  statement  of  the  whole  trans- 
action, and  such  was  the  part  in  it  which  I  bore.  I  put  it 
to  the  members  of  the  committee  to  say  whether  what 
Whitney  has  published  of  my  conduct  on  that  occasion 
is  correct;  whether,  with  the  exception  of  my  first  de« 
nuncistion  of  his  insolence,  and  of  my  after  expression 
that  he  was  not  worthy  of  notice,  my  interposition  was 
not  peaceful.  Sir,  I  acted  on  the  occasion  the  part  of  a 
pacificator.  He  aays  I  approached  him  with  my  friend 
to  ogle  him  and  frown  him  down.  It  if  true  I  did  ap- 
proach him,  and  eye  him,  when  I  suspected  his  design 
to  draw  a  weapon;  I  Aood  ready  and  watchful  to  protect 
my  friend;  but  I  call  upon  every  gentleman  on  the  com- 
mittee, of  all  parties,  friend  or  foe,  to  say  whether  I  have 
not  stated  the  facts  truly.  I  say  that  no  part  or  parcel, 
jot  or  tittle,  of  the  statement  of  that  infamous  wretch 
(Whitney)  is  true,  except  the  one  statement  of  the  ques- 
tion and  answer.  He  states  nothing  as  it  occurred,  and 
something  that  did  not  occur  at  all.  I  call  upon  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  who  should  be  the  best  wit- 
ness, to  say  if  these  are  not  the  facts. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  said  that  it  was  extreme- 
ly unpleasant  to  him  at  any  tine,  and  under  any  circum- 
stances, to  make  a  statement  in  reference  to  a  personal 
controversy;  but,  from  the  various  hues,  in  various  direc- 
tions, which  had  been  given  to  the  transaction  referred  to 
by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Wise,]  he  thought  it  due  to  the 
committee,  to  the  House,  and  to  the  country,  that  a  cor- 
rect statement  should  be  made.  Mr.  G.  said,  without 
expressing  any  opinion  in  regard  to  the  *'  card*'  refer- 
red to,  or  any  other  part  of  the  transaction,  he  would 
simply  say  that  the  statement  of  the  facts  and  circum- 
atances  related  by  his  colleague  was  substantially  correct, 
and  detailed  very  much  as  they  happened.  Some  ibinga 
stated  he  did  not  see;  others  occurred  which  were  omit- 
ted, not  affecting  the  substantial  correctneas  of  the  nar- 
ifitive.  Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not  see  the  scowl  and  con* 
temptuous  look  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
states  Mr.  Whitney  to  have  given  him;  his  eyes  were 
turned  in  another  direction  at  the  time  it  is  said  to  have 
happened;  but  he  distinctly  remembers  hearing  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  complain  of  it  at  the  time,  and 
as  the  principal  cause  of  his  excitement.  Mr.  G.  sa  d 
the  occurreDce  was  very  sudden,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  was  certainly  very  much  excited.  He 
said  that,  with  a  view  to  restore  q<iiet,  he  stated  to  Mr. 
Whitney  that  a  question  would  arise  as  to  the  disposition 
of  his  answtr,  and  that  he  must  retire;  which  he  did. 
After  Mr.  Whitney  had  left  the  room,  Mr.  Pxttoh  be- 
came more  tranquil,  apologized  to  the  committee,  and 
stated  that  he  had  been  very  much  excited  on  account 
of  the  insult  which  he  regarded  as  having  been  given  him 
in  the  answer  of  Mr.  Whitney,  and  the  scowl  and  con- 
temptuous look  with  which  it  was  accompanied.  Mr. 
Whitney  was  then  called  in,  and  the  resolution  of  the 
committee  in  reference  to  his  answer  read  to  him;  he 
then  apologized  to  the  committee  in  the  terms  contained 
in  the  copy  of  the  journwl  of  the  committee  just  read. 

Mr.  GILLET  said  he  rose  to  make  but  a  few  sugges- 
tions. The  situation  In  wrhich  he  stood,  as  a  member  of 
the  aelect  committee,  required  him  to  make  a  few  re- 
markft,  lest  his  silence  should  be  misconstrued*  It  would 
be  obvious  to  all  who  frequently  attend  our  courta  of 
justice,  that  it  is  hardly  possible  for  nine  persons  to  wit- 
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ness  a  transaction,  and  all  concur  in  g^iving  their  testi- 
mony concerning  it,  tlioiigh  all  mig^ht  be  equally  and 
perfectly  honest.  Each  would  rennember  the  part  that 
made  the  strongest  impression  on  his  mind — one  would 
pay  more  attention  to  the  words  spoken,  while  another 
would  particularly  note  the  gestures.  He  much  doubt* 
ed  whether,  if  each  member  of  the  committee  should  re- 
tire to  his  room,  and  write  out  what  he  recollected  of 
the  transaction  in  the  committee  room,  any  two  would 
be  found  to  agree  upon  the  order  and  details  of  it.  It 
would  not  be  strange  if  they  differed  as  much  in  their  ac- 
counts as  Mr.  Whitney  differed  in  his  with  either  gentle- 
man who  had  spoken  on  this  subject.  This  disagreement 
of  persons  in  their  accounts  of  what  had  transpired  was 
perfectly  reconcilable  with  honest  intentions;  conse- 
quently, he  should  not  impeach  the  character  of  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  or  of  the  witness  who  was  before 
them,  if  all  did  not  concur  in  the  order  and  details  of 
what  had  transpired.  Unless  we  can  agree  among  our- 
selves as  to  that  occurrence,  we  could  not,  with  any  pro- 
priety, condemn  one  who  differed  no  more  from  us  than 
we  among  ourselves. 

He  had  Just  come  in  from  the  committee  room,  and 
did  not  understand  how  this  discussion  arose,  nor  the  pre- 
cise object  that  was  in  view.  He  presumed  it  was  intend- 
ed to  put  the  House  and  country  in  possession  of  an  ac- 
curate and  true  account  of  what  occurred  between  Mr. 
Pbttot  and  Mr.  Whitney.  As  so  many  jarring  accounts 
had  gone  forth,  such  a  desire  is  not  without  reason  in 
its  favor.  He  had  not  heard  the  accounts  given  by  those 
who  preceded  him,  and  hence  he  could  not  say  whether 
those  accounts  were  in  accordance  with  his  own  recol- 
lection or  not.  It  was  no  part  of  his  purpose  to  express 
an  opinion  at  this  time  of  the  correctness  of  the  state- 
ments of  others,  and  certainly  none  in  relation  to  state- 
ments which  he  had  heard  only  in  part.  Nor  would  he 
now  express  any  opinion  concerning  the  card  of  Mr. 
Whitney.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisa] 
had  a  day  or  two  ago  givtn  notice  to  the  committee  that, 
when  the  report  should  be  made  to  the  House,  as  he 
understood  him,  he  should  bring  up  the  subject  of  that 
card,  and  should  deny  the  truth  of  all,  except  the  copies 
of  the  question  and  answer.  At  that  time,  and  not  at 
the  present,  he  expected  this  matter  would  come  up  as 
a  subject  of  discussion.  He  thought  the  committee  had 
not  generally  expected  it  to  come  up  to-day,  and  he  be- 
lieved they  were  not  generally  in;  but  if  they  were,  he 
strongly  doubted  the  propriety  of  members  rising  in 
their  places  and  making  verbal  reports  of  what  they  rec- 
ollected. He  thought  it  better  that  the  committee  should 
agree  among  themselves,  as  far  as  they  were  capable  of 
doing  so,  as  to  what  had  transpired,  and  present  it  in 
m  tangible  and  definite  shape,  so  that  it  would  command 
credence  wherever  it  went.  When  the  committee  shall 
agree,  the  country  will  feel  an  assurance  that  they  have 
arrived  at  the  truth. 

If  we  cannot  agree  upon  the  facts,  how,  sir,  are  those 
who  report  what  we  now  say  to  agree?  Will  every  re- 
porter and  letter-writer  give  the  same  account  of  what 
we  affirm  in  the  matter?  He  thought  he  hazarded  noth- 
ing in  saying,  not  two  of  all  these  would  agree.  It  will 
be  tlie  same  with  others  who  hear  what  we  now  say. 
Nay,  sir,  -before  we  leave  this  House  a  difference  of  rec- 
ollection will  be  found  to  prevail  as  to  what  we  have 
said.  By  to-morrow  we  shall  find  a  very  wide  differ- 
ence in  this  respect.  As  the  news  of  the  debate  spreads, 
thfr-se  differences  will  multiply  in  proportion  to  the  dis- 
tance they  travel,  and  all  will  remain  in  uncertainty. 
Newspaper  readers  will  fall  into  the  errors  of  the  pub- 
lishers, and  while  one  part  of  the  community  will  be- 
lieve one  account,  other  portions  may  equally  believe 
others,  and  all  wide  from  the  truth.  From  these, 
among  other  considerations,  he  thought  this  manner  of 


placing  this  matter  before  the  public  was  highly  excep- 
tionable. 

He  had  entirely  abstained  from  stating  one  word  of 
what  did  occur,  as  he  recollected  it.  Before  he  sat 
down,  he  should  prftpose  a  resolution  in  these  words: 

JResolDcd,  That  the  select  committee,  of  which  the 
honorable  Jamks  Gablahv  is  chairman,  be  directed  to  re- 
port to  this  House  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  difRculty 
that  occurred  between  Mr.  Pettoit,  a  member  of  that 
commiltee,  and  Mr.  Whitney,  a  witness  called  before 
tbst  committee,  while  said  witness  was  under  examina- 
tion. 

He  did  not  know  that  the  House  was  desirous  of  be- 
coming acquainted  with  the  occurrence  referred  to;  but 
if  it  was,  he  thought  thi9  would  be  a  suitable  and  proper 
manner  of  obtaining  the  facts.  The  narrative  given  by 
the  witness  had  been,  he  understood  from  those  who 
had  listened  to  gentlemen  who  preceded  him,  objected 
to  as  inaccurate  or  untrue.  If  the  committee  be  requi- 
red to  report  the  facts,  the  correctness  of  this  statement 
would  be  tested.  This  would  be  doing  justice  to  its 
author  and  to  the  objectors.  Then  the  public  mind, 
which  is  feverish  with  continued  excitement  on  ques- 
tions of  a  disputed  character,  would  be  tranquillixed 
and  settled  on  one  at  least.  Continual  talking  on  the 
subject  would  no  more  settle  this  question  than  it  had 
settled  those  which  the  committee  were  ordered  to  in- 
quire about.  True,  the  committee  cannot,  perhaps, 
report  the  intentions  of  those  who  were  the  principal 
actors  in  the  scene.  He  had  understood  these  inten- 
tions, in  whole  or  in  part,  had  been  already  communica- 
ted to  the  House.  He  presumed  those  who  hud  gone 
largely  into  details  did  not  intentionally  give  more  than 
what  was  recollected*  and  he  would  say  that  he  had  not 
yet  heard  it  alleged  by  any  one  that  Mr.  Whitne\ 'a  ac- 
count had  been  amplified  beyond  the  truth,  except  in  a 
aingle  word  in  the  relation  of  what  he  said  after  he  re- 
turned to  the  committee.  He  should  not  express  any 
personal  wish  as  to  the  disposition  of  this  matter.  If  its 
importance  entitled  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
he  thought  the  same  retisons  would  impel  us  to  seek* the 
undisputed  truth,  and  place  it  before  the  public;  and  bj 
that  let  those  who  have  made  statements  be  judged. 

This  endorsing  or  denying  the  allegfations  of  others 
was  what  he  did  not  intend  to  do.  The  matter  affirmed 
to  be  true  or  untrue  might  be  misreported,  and  the 
affirmation  be  made  to  cover  statements  never  intended 
to  be  vouched  for  or  denied.  From  differences  in  rec- 
ollection new  controversies  might  arise,  giving  birth  to 
feelings  not  to  be  designedly  promoted  by  this  House, 
and  not  productive  of  good  any  where.  Thus  far,  he 
understood,  the  statements  of  facts  had  been  mingled 
with  much  other  matter  not  well  calculated  to  enable 
others  to  understand  them.  If  the  committee  should 
report  the  facts,  they  would  not  be  interspersed  with 
biting  and  criminating  epithets  heaped  upon  the  Wit- 
ness, having  nothing  to  do  with  what  transpired  in  the 
committee  room.  He  thought  the  true  way  of  arriving 
at  the  truth  was  to  call  fur  it  in  an  authentic  form,  and 
then  the  House  could  judge  where  .the  blame  ought  to 
rest.  This  he  thought  due  to  all  parties,  and  could  not 
fairly  be  objected  to  by  any  one.  He  therefore  would 
send  to  the  Speaker  the  resolution  which  he  had  read» 
and  ask  the  House  to  adopt  it. 

[This  motion,  the  reception  of  it  being  objected  to, 
was  not  in  order  at  this  time.] 

Mr.  WISE  then  again  rose  to  Conclude  bis  remarks, 
which  he  had  not  finished  before  Mr.  Gtllxt  rose. 
He  said:  Sir,  in  continuation  of  my  statement,  1  have  to 
remark  that  my  friend  from  Tennessee  is  pardonable 
for  much  he  said  and  did  on  that  occasion.  He  spoke 
many  harsh  words,  but  under  the  strongest  excitement. 
We  botli  looked  upon  Reuben  M.  Whitney  as  a  base 
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minion  of  executive  power,  who  went  there  with  »  pre- 
determination to  insult  us.  He  came,  backed  and  en- 
dorsed, and  prompted  by  the  highest  authority,  to  brow, 
beat  and  taunt  U9,  and  to  trample  upon  the  power  of  a 
committee  constitutionally  raised  by  the  representatives 
of  the  people  to  detect  and  expose  bis  villanous  connex- 
ion with  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government.  My 
friend  regarded  the  wretch  as  a  mere  agent,  a  miserable 
tool  of  others — others  the  highest  in  power.  It  was  too 
much,  sir,  to  suffer  his  authorized  insults.  My  friend 
did  not  treat  him  as  an  equals  but  he  was  transported 
with  passion  at  his  insolence  and  effrontery.  He  did 
and  said  many  things  which  became  nut  himself,  but 
which  Whitney  richly  de>>erved.  As  soon  as  be  became 
calm  and  cool,  he  apologized  to  the  cotnmittee  in  the 
most  respectful  terms. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Gillbt]  says 
that  •«  many  things  which  Whitney  says  are  true.*'  I  re- 
peat, air,  that  no  part  or  parcel,  jot  or  tittle,  of  his  state- 
ment, except  the  question  and  answer,  is  truei  it  is  whol- 
ly false  in  matter  and  manner;  in  fact,  and  coloring,  and 
context^emphatically  false— false  in  italics  I  His  state- 
ment as  to  his  apology  when  he  returned  to  the  commit- 
tee, I  venture  to  say,  no  member  of  the  committee  will 
Touch;  and  that  he  makes  especially  a  marked  statement 
by  words  in  italics.  In  tbia  he  is  wilfully  and  brazenly 
falaei  and  no  member  on  the  committee  can  endorse  hia 
lUtement.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Gii> 
lbt]  says  he  will  not  undertake  here  to  make  a  state- 
ment. Sir,  I  care  not  whether  he  does  or  not.  I  have 
my  statement  confirmed  by  my  honorable  colleague, 
[Mr.  GABLAirs,]  and  that  is  all  I  want.  It  may  be,  air— 
I  do  not  say  it  ia  so— but  it  may  be  likely,  that  some 
gentleman  who  was  present  so  lost  his  wits  on  the  occa- 
sion that  he  could  not  make  a  statement  if  he  were  to 
try!  Now,  it  is  proposed  to  couple  the  name  of  my 
friend  in  a  resolution  with,  that  of  R.  M.  Whitney.  I 
hope,  sir,  the  House  will  not  so  deg^de  my  friend,  by 
the  association  even  of  names.  What!  couple  the  name 
of  a  villain,  pensioned  for  his  perjury,  with  the  name  of 
Biuz  PsTTov,  in  the  same  resolution!  Sir,  if  you  had 
been  present  and  witnessed  the  scene  of  that  night,»you 
would  have  been  struck  with  the  immense  difference  be- 
tveen  the  two  men.  I  will  tell  you  what  you  would 
have  seen:  you  would  have  seen  the  high  elevation  of  an 
honest,  bdd,  courageous,  manly,  noble  disposition, 
above  a  low,  base,  cowering,  cowardly,  dishonest 
wretch!  That,  sir,  was  the  only  spectacle  you  would 
have  seen.  And  I  say,  sir,  let  those  of  the  two  classes  of 
I  ipirits  then  present  be  respectively  consorted  together 
I        and  assimilated  tp  each  other! 

I  Mr.  HAMEB  (a  member  of  the  committee)  said  that 

I  be  should  not  detain  the  House  with  any  remarks  of  his, 
I  were  it  not  for  an  observation  that  fell  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pzttoit,]  and  had  been  re- 
peated by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  who  last  occu- 
i  pied  the  floor,  [Mr.  Wisx.]  They  had  stated  that  the 
'  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  notified  the  members  of  the 
committee,  that  when  this  subject  came  before  the  House, 
he  would  call  upon  them  to  pronounce  Mr.  Whitney's 
card  false  in  every  psrf,  except  so  much  as  related  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  committee.  If  he  (Mr.  H.) 
now  remained  silent,  after  what  had  occurred,  it  might 
be  inferred  that  he  had  borne  testimony  to  the  falsehood 
80  charged.  He  did  not  intend  that  any  such  inference 
should  be  drawn.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Gii.LKTri  that  no  nine  individuals  who 
might  be  present  at  an  affair  of  this  kind  could  be  found, 
who  would  afterwards  state  all  the  details  alike;  and  at  this 
time  he  would  not  go  into  details.  As  to  Mr.  Whitney's 
''card,"  he  would  neither  pronounce  it  true  nor  false. 
He  bad,  as  he  stated  in  conversation  with  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  the  other  day,  read  it  but  hastily,  when  it 


first  sppeAred;  and  he  had  not  taken  the  trouble  to  look 
at  it  since.  But,  as  he  waa  up,  he  would  say  that,  with« 
out  going  into  particulars,  the  outlinea  of  the  tranaae- 
tion,  as  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  and 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  were  substantially  correct. 

He  thought  it  due  to  himself  to  state  what  had  been 
hia  own  course  in  tbe  matter.  When  the  excitement 
took  place,  and  the  honorable  chairman  culled  **  or- 
der," he  (Mr.  H.)  rose  and  commenced  making  a 
speech,  the  object  of  which  was  to  aid  the  chairman  in 
producing  order  out  of  disorder.  He  had  continued 
upon  the  floor,  occasionally  interrupted  by  other  gen- 
tlemen, until  he  closed  his  remarks  by  submitting  the 
resolution  which  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  com- 
mittee. He  thought  the  resolution  due  to  the  commit- 
tee, due  to  the  individual  member  involved,  and  due  to 
the  witness  himself,  who  bad  in  some  measure  provoked 
what  followed. 

His  (Mr.  H's)  opinion  was,  that  a  witness  called  be- 
fore a  committee,  having  an  interrogatory  prppounded 
to  him,  ought  either  to  answer  or  to  decline.  If  he  de- 
clined answering  a  question,  that  waa  enough.  He  had 
no  right  to  proceed  further,  and  make  remarka  about 
tbe  committee,  or  an  individual  member  of  it,  which 
were  of  a  personal  character,  or  which  reflected  upon 
them  in  any  manner  disrespectfully.  Such  a  practice 
could  not  be  tolerated,  and  tbe  committee  were  unani- 
roouftly  of  that  opinion. 

After  this  sudden  gust  of  passion,  this  momentary  ex- 
oitement,the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  expressed  his 
regret,  and  apologized  to  the  committee  for  what  had 
taken  place  on  his  part.  The  witness  was  called  back, 
and  apologized  to  the  committee  for  any  thing  he  had 
done  of  a  disrespectful  character.  He  (Mr.  H.)  had 
hoped  the  whole  matter  would  have  remained  there;  but 
it  seemed  that  by  some  means  it  had  got  out,  and  was 
travelling  through  the  country  in  the  newspapers.  False 
and  exaggerated  statements,  in  regard  to  it,  were  no 
doubt  circulated  in  public  journals;  and  although  he 
deprecated  all  discussions  of  this  sort,  yet  he  thought 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  perfectly  justifiable  in 
bringing  the  subject  before  the  House,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  statement  in  hia  own  defence* 

Having  said  thus  much^  he  would  trouble  tbe  House 
no  further. 

Tbe  House  then  adjourned.* 

MOVSAT,  FSBEUABT  6. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  informing 
the  House  of  its  concurrence  in  the  report  of  the  joint 
committee  appointed  to  consider  and  report  upon  the 
mode  of  counting  out  the  votea  for  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  THOMAS  moved  that  (he  House  concur  with  the 
Senate  in  the  report  and  resolutions  thereto  appended, 
as  reported  by  him  to  this  House  on  Saturday  evening, 
aa  follows: 

**  The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Houae  of  Represent- 
atives, *  appointed  to  join  such  committee  as  might  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  ascertain  and  re- 
port a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States^  of  notif)ing  the  per- 
sons elected  of  their  election;  and  also  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  ascertaining  whether  any  votes  were 
given  at  the  recent  election  contrary  to  the  prohibition 
contained  in  the  second  section  of  the  second  article  of 
the  constitution;  and,  if  any  such  votes  were  given,  what 
ought  to  be  done  with  them;  and  whether  any  and  what 
provision  ought  to  be  made  for  securing  the  faithful  ob- 
servance iiv  future  of  that  section  of  the  constitution,' 
report: 
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"Thit  the  short  period  at  which  they  were  appointed 
before  the  day  on  which  the  votes  for  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  Slates  have  to  be  counted, 
has  prevented  them  from  investigating  the  facts  submit- 
ted to  their  examination  as  fully  as  might  have  been  done, 
had  more  time  been  allowed.  The  eorsespondence 
jyhicti  has  taken  place  between  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  and  the  heads  of  the  difierent  departments  of 
the  executive  branch  of  the  Government  accompanies 
this  report,  from  which  it  appears  that  Isaac  Waldron, 
who  was  an  elector  in  New  Hampshire,  was,  at  the  time 
of  his  appointment  as  elector,  president  of  a  deposite 
bank  at  Portsmouth,  and  was  appointed  and  acting  as 
pension  agent,  without  compensation,  under  the  authori- 
ty of  the  United  States;  that,  in  two  cases,  persons  of 
the  same  names  with  the  individuals  who  were  appointed 
and  voted  as  electors  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
held  the  offices  of  deputy  postmasters  under  the  General 
Government.  It  also  appears  that  in  New  Hampshire 
there  is  one  case;  in  Connecticut  there  is  one  case;  In 
North  Carolina  there  is  one  case;  in  which,  from  the  re- 
port of  the  Postmaster  General,  it  is  probable  that,  at 
the  time  of  the  appointment  of  electors  in  these  States, 
respectively,  the  electors,  or  persons  of  the  same  names, 
were  deputy  postmasters.  The  committee  have  not  as- 
certained whether  the  electors  are  the  same  individuals 
who  held,  or  are  presumed  to  have  held,  the  offices  of 
deputy  postmasters  at  the  time  wh^n  the  appointment  of 
electors  was  made;  and  this  is  the  less  to  be  regretted, 
as  it  is  confidently  believed  that  no  change  in  the  result 
of  the  election  of  either  the  President  or  Vice  President 
would  be  effected  by  the  ascertainment  of  the  fact  in 
either  way,  a^  five  or  six  votes  only  would  in  any  event 
be  abstracted  from  the  whole  number;  for  the  commit- 
tee cannot  adopt  the  opinion  entertained  by  some,  that  a 
single  illegal  vote  would  vitiate  the  whole  electoral  vote 
of  the  college  of  electors  in  which  it  was  given,  particu- 
larly in  cases  where  the  vote  of  the  whole  college  has 
been  given  for  the  same  persons. 

'*  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  second  section 
of  the  second  article  of  the  constitution,  which  declarea 
that  *  no  Senatot,  or  Representative,  or  pers9n  holding 
an  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  shall 
be  appointed  an  elector,'  ought  to  be  carried  in  its 
whole  spirit  into  rigid  execution,  in  order  to  prevent 
officers  of  the  General  Government  from  bringing  their 
official  power  to  influence  the  electiona  of  Preaident  and 
Vice  president  of  the  United  States.  This  provision  of 
the  constitution,  it  is  believed,  excludes  and  disqualifies 
deputy  postmasters  from  the  appointment  of  electors; 
and  the  disqualification  relktes  to  the  time  of  the  ap- 
pointments; and  that  a  resignation  of  the  office  of  deputy 
postmaster,  after  his  appointment  aa  elector,  would  not 
entitle  him  to  vote  as  elector  under  the  constitution. 

"  Should  a  case  occur  in  which  it  became  necessary  to 
ascertain  and  determine  upon  the  qualifications  of  elect- 
ors of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  important  question  would  be  presented— what  tri- 
bunal would,  under  the  constitution,  be  competent  to 
decide?  Whether  the  respective  colleges  of  electors  in 
the  different  States  should  decide  upon  the  qualifications 
of  their  own  members,  or  Congress  should  exercise  the 
power,  is  a  question  which  the  committee  are  of  opinion 
ought  to  be  settled  by  a  permanent  provision  upon  the 
subject. 

**  The  committee  at  present,  and  in  part,  report  the 
following  resolutions; 

<*  Resolved,  That  the  two  Houses  shall  assemble  in  the 
chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  Wednesday 
next  at  12  o'clock,  and  the  President  of  the  Senate  shall 
be  tbo-  presiding  officer;  that  one  person  be  appointed 
a  teller  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  two  on  the  part 
of  the  House  of  Representative?,  to  make  a  list  of  the 


votes  as  they  shall  be  declared;  that  the  reault  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  who  ahall  an- 
nounce the  state  of  the  vote,  and  the  persons  elected,  to 
the  two  Houses  assembled  as  aforeaaid,  which  shall  be 
deemed  a  declaration  of  the  persons  elected  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Statea;  and,  together 
with  a  list  of  votes,  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  the 
two  Houses. 

**  Beaolvedt  That,  in  relation  to  the  votes  of  Michigan,  if 
the  counting  or  omitting  to  count  them  shall  not  essen- 
tially change  the  reault  of  the  election,  they  shall  be  re- 
ported by  the  President  of  the  Senate  in  the  following 
manner:  Were  the  votes  of  Michigan  to  be  counted,  the 
result  would  be,  for  A  B  for  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  —  votes;  if  not  counted,  for  A  B  for  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  — — —  votes;  but,  in  either 
event,  A  B  is  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
And  in  the  same  manner  for  Vice  President.** 

Mr.  MERCER  was  understood  to  make  an  inquiry  of 
the  chairman  [Mr.  TeovAs]  in  relation  to  the  fact, 
whether  any  votes  have  been  given  by  peraons  not  com- 
petent, under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  to 
vote  as  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  a  few  words  in  explanation.  The 
committee,  on  investigation,  had  found  that  there  were 
three  individuals  in  North  Carolina,  one  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  one  in  Connecticut,  elected  to  the  electoral 
college,  who  bore  the  same  name  with  thoae  of  individ- 
uals  who  were  deputy  postmasters  under  the  General 
Government;  and  the  impression  on  the  minds  of  the 
committee  was,  that  they  were  consequently  the  same 
individuals. 

The  committee,  he  said,  came  to  the  conclusion  that, 
whether  these  votes  were  counted  or  not,  the  general 
result  would  not  be  affected,  and  they  did  not  feel 
themselves  authorized  to  recommend  their  rejection. 
The  chief  reason  was,  that  it  would  be  a  very  delicate 
power,  to  be  exercised  on  the  part  of  Congress,  to  deter- 
mine  upon  the  qualification  of  electors  of  President  and 
Vice  Preaident  of  the  United  States.^  It  was  with  the 
committee,  also,  a  matter  of  considerable  doubt  wheth- 
er, if  such  an  inquiry  ahould  be  gone  into,  it  did  not  be- 
long to  the  electoral  college  itself  to  judge  of  the  quali- 
fications of  its  own  members.  The  committee,  however, 
had  expressed  a  very  decided  disapprobation  of  any  offi- 
cer of  the  General  Government  participating,  in  the 
manner  these  gentlemen  had  done,  in  the  election  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States;  and 
they  had  proposed  a  remedy,  by  either  giving  the  power 
to  reject  to  the  college  or  to  Congress,  aa  might  be 
deemed  most  expedient. 

Mr.  CAMBRELEN6  stated,  in  addition,  what  had  been 
omiite'd  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  that  it  appear- 
ed, from  examining  the  list  of  reappointments  of  deputy 
postmasters,  that  the  gentlemen  referred  to  had  proba- 
bly all  resigned  before  they  gave  in  their  votes  for  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President. 

Mr.  THOMAS  had  not  adverted  to  that  fiict,  because 
the  committee  came  unanimously  to  the  concluslim  that 
they  were  not  eligible  at  the  time  they  were  elected, 
and  therefore  the  whole  proceeding  was  vitiated  ab 
initio. 

Mr.  CRARY  called  for  a  division  of  the  question.  He 
was  disposed  to  vote  for  the  first  clauae  of  the  resolution, 
but  not  for  that  part  which  made  a  disposition  of  the 
electoral  votea  of  the  State  of  Michigan.  He  thought 
that  Michigan  ought  to  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States.  The  resolution  made  a  distinc- 
tion in  the  votes  unfavorable,  and,  as  he  eonceived,  unjust, 
to  his  own  State.  Michigan  was  now  a  sovereign  State 
of  the  Union,  and,  if  the  election  of  President  should 
come  before  the  House,  she  would  be  entitled  to  a  vote 
in  her  sovereign  character. 
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When  Indiana  waa  in  ah  analogous  poaition*  her  elec- 
toral rotes  were  received  and  counted.  It  was  true  that 
the  rotes  of  Missouri,  in  1821,  were  placed  in  the  same 
position  that  those  of  Michigan  now  are«  but  on  the 
ground  solely  that  Missouri  was  not  a  State  of  the  Union 
at  the  time  the  electoral  votes  of  the  States  were  count- 
ed. Michigan  was  now  in  the  Union,  and  Congress 
ought  not  to  place  her  votea  in  a  position  so  equivocal 
u  they  were  found  in  the  resolution  before  ua.  Th^y 
were  not  rejected  by  it,  nor  were  they  received.  He 
IboDght  they  ought  to  be  received,  and  to  enable  him  to 
fspress  that  opinion  be  had,  moved  a  division  of  the 
question. 

The  Tesolutiona  were-  then  severally  concurred  in 
without  a  division. 

COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  business, 
being  the  petition  presented  on  Monday  last,  from  citi- 
zens of  the  State  of- Kentucky,  praying  libertl  pecu- 
niary aid  from  Congress  in  favor  of  the  objects  of  the 
Colonization  Society. 

The  sad  petition  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  AfTnirs;  and  the  question  now  pending  was 
Ihe  motion  heretofore  submitted  by  Mr.  AsAii8,to  rtcon- 
lider  the  note  by  whicti  the  petition  bad  been  referred 
to  the  said  committee.  *" 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  moved  the  previous  question,  but 
withdrew  the  motion  at  the  suggestion  of 

Mr.  CALHOON,  on  his  promise  to  renew  the  same. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  felt  it  due  to  the  individuals  whose 
names  were  attached  to  the  petition  to  say,  from  his.own 
knowledge,  that  they  were  gentlemen  of  the  first  re- 
ipcctability,  and  he  was  sure  -that  not  a  single  man 
amongst  them  could  be  charged  with  abolition.  He  did 
not  think  that,  in  hi|  whole  congressional  district  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  there  was  a  single  abolitionist.  If 
there  was,  he  (Mr.  C.)  did  not  know  him.  For  himself, 
lie  did  not  think  that  there  was  any  connexion  between 
the  Colonization  Society  and  the  abolition  of  slavery. 
He  should  be  gratified  that  the  memorial  should,  be  re- 
ferred. '  And  he  would  now,  according  to  promise, 
renew  -the  call  fpr  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  of  the  candor  of  the  House  toper* 
mit  him  f  o  say  a, few  words. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  neither  the  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question  nor  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  could 
.  be  debated. 

After  some  desultory  conversation  as  to  the  effect  of 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  (able  the  motion  to  reconsider, 
in  which  Messrs.  PATTON,  DENNY,  MEUCER, 
ADAMS,  and  FINCKNEX.  participated,. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table  ^m  taken,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative: Yeas  121^  nays  not  counted. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  waa  laid  on  the  table. 

A  similar  petition,  presented  on  Monday  last,  came 
up  as  the  unfinfshed  business,  on  the  motion  to  refer 
the  same  to  the*  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JARVIS,  the  whole  subject  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Petitions  and  memorials  being  called  for  in  ihe  order 
of  States  and  Territories, 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  he  was  charged  with  a  oommis- 
sion  of  some  delicacy,Teapecting  which  he  craved  the 
indulgence  of  the  House,  it  happened  that  in  his  dis- 
trict the  fair  sex  greatly  outnumbered  thb  other,  and 
the  better  half  of  creation  was  no  half  at  all;  it  was  two 
thirds;  ao  that  he  was  pntbably  the  immediate  repre- 
•entatlve  of  more  ladies  than  any  other  member  of  the 
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Houae.  In  obedience  to  the  wishes  of  his  fair  constitu- 
ents, whom  it  was  at  all  times  his  pleasure  to  serve,  he 
had  to  present  petitions  praying  for  ih€  abolition  of  ala- 
very  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
from  3,824  ladies  of  the  city  of  Lowell  and  the  towns  of 
Amesbury,  Andover,  Haverhill,  Newburyport,  Reading, 
and  Salisbury,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

These  petitions  were  accordingly  received  and  laid  on 
the  table,  without  debate  or  commitment,  under  the  res- 
olution of  the  House. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  he  had  now  to  beg  pardon  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  his  nearest  neighbor 
at  homeii  [Mr.  Cushvah,]  for  appearing  to  interfere  in 
any  way  with  that  gentleman's  concerns.  He  (Mr. 
Cusaivo)  was  not  aware  that  the  ladies  of  New  Hamp- 
shire  had  any  general  objection  to  the  propounding  of 
the  previous  qxtesHoni  but,  on  thia  occasion,  they  had 
distinguished  him  with  their  preference,  so  far  as  to  de- 
aire  to  make  kim  their  organ  in  their  communications  to 
the  Houae. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  signified  his  acquiescence,  and 

Mr.  CUSHING  proceeded  to  present  petitions  from 
the  ladies  of  Alstead,  Bedford,  Boscawen,  Canaan,  Con- 
cord, Durham,  Franconia,  Gilmanton,  Groton,  Hampton 
Fslls,  Hanover,  Haverhill,  Hebron,  Hennikcr,  Hillsbo- 
roughp  Keene,  Lancaater,  Lincoln,  Lyndeborough,  Mad* 
bury.  Mount  Vernon,  New  Hampton,  New  Market, 
Orange,  Raymond,  Salem,  and  Salisbury,  all  in  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which 
petitions  were  aeverallv  received  and  laid  on  the  table, 
under  the  reaolution  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  having  presented  certain  petitions  from 
other  States  than  that  of  which  he  is  a  repretentativrt     * 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  raised  tfie  question  of  order, 
whether  one  member  had  a  right  to  present  petitions 
from  other  citizens  than  those  of  his  own  State. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  had  been  the  uniform  practice 
of  the  House  that  a  member  might  present  petitions 
from  any  State  in  the  Union,  provided  those  petitions 
were  htma  fide  sent  to  him  for  presentation  by  the  citi- 
zens interested  in  them,  if  one  member  were  to  trans- 
fer bis  petitions  to  another  for  presentatiooi  the  question 
would  then  cpme  up  in  a  different  form. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  appealed  from  the  decision,  but 
withdrew  the  appeal. 

And  Mr.  ADAMS  having  proceeded  to  present  a  peti- 
tion from  certain  inhabitants  of  New  Hampshire, 

Mr.  BOON  renewed  the  point  of  order i  and 

The  SPEAKER  having  repeated  his  decision, 

Mr.  BOON  took  an  appeal  therefrom. 

The  appeal  was  debated  by  Messrs.  BOON,  HARDIN, 
MERCER,  VINTON,  LANE,  and  VANDERPOELi 
when,  to  save  time,  Mr.  BOON  withdrew  the  appeal. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  renewed  it. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  asked  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to 
withdraw  the  motion,  on  a  promise  to  renew  it,  so  u  to 
enable  him  (Mr.  G.)  to  submit  a  remark. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  did  not  withdraw  it|  and  the  House 
seconded  the  demand  fur  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  or- 
dering the  main  questioni  which  were  refused. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  DAVIS  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya  on  the  main 
queation;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  queaiion,  "  Shall  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  stand  aa  the  judgment  of  the  House?"  waa  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  affirnwtive:  Teaa  139,  naya  29: 

So  the  House  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  wished  the  House  to  recollect 
that  more  time,  thrice  told,  had  been  consumed  in  de- 
bating this  appeal  than  be  had  taken  up,  or  ahould  take 
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up,  in  pretenting  all  his  petitions.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, (he  House  would  not  hold  him  responsible  for  the 
consumption  of  time.  Mr.  A.  thereupon  presented 
sundry  other  petitions. 

Mr.  A.  ftid  he  presented  the  petition  of  nine  ladies  of 
Frederieksbbrg,  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  He  would 
not  name  them,  because,  from  the  disposition  which  at 
present  prevailed  in  the  country,  he  did  not  Icnow  what 
might  happen  to  them  if  he  did  name  them.  It  was  not 
a  petition  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  but  It  was  a  petition  praying  Congress  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

This  was  one  of  those  petitions  which  had  aeemcd  to 
strange  to  him  when  he  received  it,  that  he  did  not  feel 
a  perfect  security  that  it  was  genuine,  and  to  which  he 
had  alluded  when  he  first  began  the  presentation  of  his 
petitions.  It  was  sent  to  him,  purporting  to  be  the  pe- 
tition of  nine  kdies,  not  one  of  whom  should  be  named 
by  him.  Whether  it  was  genuine  or  not,  it  was  not  for 
him  to  determine. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  under 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a  paper  on 
which,  before  it  was  presented,  he  desired  to  have  the 
decision  of  the  Speaker.  It  was  a  petition  from  twenty- 
two  persons,  declaring  themselves  to  be  slaves.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Speaker  considered  such  a 
petition  as  coming  within  the  order  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  h^  couM  not  tell  until  he  had  the 
contents  of  the  petition  in  bis  pos^ssion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  if  the  paper  was  sent  to  the 
Clerk's  table  it  would  be  in  possession  of  the  House, 
and  if  sent  to  the  Speaker  he  would  aee  what  were  its 
contents.  Now,  be  (Mr.  A.)  wished  to  do  nothing 
except  in  submission  to  the  rules  of  the  House.  This 
paper  purported  to  come  from  slaves,  snd  it  was  one  of 
those  petitions  which  had  occurred  to  bis  mind  as  not 
being  what  it  purported  to  be.  It  was  signed  partly  by 
persons  who  could  not  write,  by  making  their  marks, 
and  partly  by  persons  whose  handwriting  would  mani- 
feat  that  they  had  received  the  education  of  alaveai  and 
the  petition  declared  itself  to  be  from  slaves,  and  he  was 
requested  to  present  it     He  would  send  it  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  LAWLER  objected  to  ita  going  to  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  ctrcumstancei  of  the 
case  were  so  extraordinary,  that  he  would  take  the  sense 
of  the  House  on  the  course  to  be  pursued. 

Mr.  LAWLER  wished  it  to  appear  on  the  journal  that 
he  had  objected  to  the  paper  going  to  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Massachu* 
setts  had  stated  that  the  petitiim  came  from  slaveai  but 
it  had  not  been  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table.  It  was  the 
first  time,  in  the  recollection  of  the  Chair,  that  persons 
not  free  had  presented  a  petition  to  this  House.  The 
Chair  wished  to  take  the  aenae  of  the  House>  which  he 
bad  a  right  to  do.  ' 

Mr.  HATNESaaid  he  felt  astonished  at  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  not  only  to-day,  but  every  day  for 
some  time  time  past,  whenever  petitions  were  presented{ 
but  his  astonishment  reached  to  a  height  which  be  felt  it 
impossible  to  espress,  when  he  saw  the  gentleman  rise 
in  his  place  on  this  floor,  and  offer  to. present  such  a  pa- 
per as  thia  had  been  described  to  be.  Mr.  H.  could  not 
tell  in  what  manner  be  would  meet  a  proposition  of  this 
kind.  It  might  be  giving  it  more  attention  than  it  de- 
served, if  be  (Mr.  H.)  were  to  object  to  receiving  it. 
He  had  risen  mainly  to  express^  so  far  as  language 
could  express,  his  unfeigned  surprise  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massschusetts,  or  any  other  gentleman,  should  ever 
have  made  a  question  on  a  paper  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to 
order,  on  the  grtraod  that  he  WM  owking  perwnal  re- 
flectiona« 


Mr.  PINCKNET  said  he  was  opposed  to  a  protracted 
discussion  on  the  subject,  which  could  only  lead  to  use- 
leas  excitement  and  confusion,  the  matter  before  the 
House  being  a  eubject  for  action,  not  for  debate.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  act  promptly  and  decisively. 

Mr.  HATNB3  inquired  of  tbe  Chah'  if  he  did  not  still 
hold  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
held  the  floor,  but  it  was  not  in  order  to  make  personal 
allusions. 

Mr.  HAYNE8  said  the  Speaker  was  aware  that  he 
was  one  of  the  last  men  to  violate  the  rules  adopted  for 
the  order  and  government  of  the  House.  It  was  veil 
known  that,  from  the  commencement  of  these  discus- 
sions* at  an  early  day  in  the  last  aession  of  Congress  up  to 
this  moment,  bis  lips  had  been  cloaed  on  tbe  subject  in 
every  formi  because  he  had  thought  that  the  member* 
from  his  section  of  the  country  should  be  among  the  last 
to  seek  or  promote  discussion  upon  it.  But  he  would 
not  trust  his  feelings  to  pursue  the  subject  further  under 
its  present  aspect,  extraordinary  as  it  was.  The  true 
motion,  in  his  judgment  would  be  to  move  that  the  pe- 
tition be  rejected,  subject,  however,  to  its  withdrawal, 
if  the  House  should  become  further  enlightened  as  to  its 
contents. 

Mr.  LEWIS  hoped  that  no  motion  of  that  kind  would 
come  from  any  gentleman  from  a  slavebolding  lection  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  he  would  cheerfully  withdraw  hiv 
motion. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  he  was  glad  the  lAotion  was  with- 
drawn.  He  believed  that  the  House  shouM  punish'se- 
verely  such  an  infraction  of  its  decorum  and  its  rules { 
and  he  called  on  the  membera  from  the  slavebolding' 
States  to  come  forward  now,  and  demand  from  the 
House  the  punishment  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Massachu* 
aetts. 

Mr.  GRANTLAND  would  second  the  motion^and  go 
all  lengths  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  that,  if  the  House  would  inflict  no 
punishment  for  such  flagrant  violations  of  its  dignity  av 
this,  it  would  he  better  for  the  Representatives  from. the 
slaveholdinir  States  to  go  home  at  once'. 

Mr.  ALFORD  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts bad  certainly  proposed  to  introduce  this  peti* 
tion. 

l*he  SPEAKER  said  the  member  from  Massachasetts 
had  risen,  and  stated  that  he  had  a  petition  coming  fron 
alavea,  and  bad  inquired  of  the  Chatr  whether  it  would 
come  under  tbe  order  adopted  by  the  House  in  reference 
to  all  petitions  and  papera  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 

The  Clerk  having  been  directed  to  read  the  minutes 
which  he  had  taken  at  the  time,  read  as  follows: 

*'  Mr.  Adaxs  presented  the  petition  of  twenty-two 
persons,  declaring  themselves  to  be  slaves,  and  wished 
to  know  whether  It  came  within  the  order  of  the  House." 
Mr.  ALFORD  aaid  that,  if  the  gentleman  from  Maa- 
aachusetta  intended  to  present  this  petition,  be,  (Mr.  Al- 
voRD,)  tbe  moment  it  was  presented,  should  move,  aa  an 
act  of  justice  to  the  South,  which  he  in  part  repreaented, 
and  which  he  conceived  had  been  treated  with  indignity, 
that  It  be  taken  from  the  House  and  burnt  i  and  he 
hoped  that  every  man  who  waa  a  friend  to  the  constitu- 
tion would  support  him.  There  must-  be  an  end  to  thia 
conatant  attempt  to  raiae  excitement,  or  the  CJirion  could 
not  exist  much  longer.^  The  moment  any  man  ahoukl 
disgrace  the  Government  under  which  he  lived,  by  pre- 
senting a  petition  from  slaves  praying  for  emancipation, 
he  hoped  that  petition  wotjild,  by  order  of  the  House,  be 
committed  to  tbe  flames. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  to  suspend  tbe  rule  to  enable 
him  to  aubmit  a  motion  to  take  from  the  table,  to  be 
hereafter  diapoaed  of  at  the  House  may  decide,  the  pa* 
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per  already  pretented  by  the  prentleaimn  from  Mittaoha- 1 
wttf,  and  vbich  had  been  laid  on  the  table  under  the  ' 
reaohition  of  the  House;  be  alluded  to  the  paper  pre- 
sented as  a  petition  from  nine  ladies  of  Fredericksburg. 
He  (Mr.  P.)  would  state  in  his  place,  and  on  bts  respon- 
•ibility,  that  the  name  of  no  lady  was  attached  to  that 
paper.     He  did  not  believe  there  was  a  single  one  of 
them  of  decent  respeetability.     He  believed  the  signa- 
tures to  be  genuine,  and  he  recognised  only  one  name 
which  he  had  known  before^  and  that  was  the  name  of  a^ 
free  omlatto  woman  of  the  worst  fame  and  reputation. 
He  had  been  raised  in  Fredericksburg,  and  believed  he 
wu  acquainted  with  all  persons  of  respectability  resi- 
ding there*  and  he  could  say  there  was  not  one  respect* 
able  name  attached  to  this  paper. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  asked  that  the  petition  might 
be  read»  so  as  tl>  render  tbe  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts amennble  to  tbe  resolution  which  be  (Mr.  T.)  pro- 
posed to  ofiter. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  in  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  called  for  lh<e  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  to  suspend;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  ta- 
ken, were:  Teas  131,  nays  SO, 

So  the  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  be  was  disposed  to  pursue  ss  kind 
and  respectful  a  course  to  tbe  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  would  admit, 
•o  fiir  as  related  to  the  particular  question  before  the 
House. 

The  i^enlleman  from  MasacbusettSb  before  presenting 
Ibis  peutioo,  had  stated  that  he  did  not  know  who  these 
iadividoats  werei  he  did  not  know  their  claims  to  the 
consideration  of  this  House,  or  to  his  own  sgency  in  pre- 
senting the  petition.  Mn  P;  thought  it  was  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  not 
thought  proper,  bot^  on  (he  contrary,  had  refused,  to 
permit  him,  (Mr.  P.-,p  coming  frooi  the  town  from  which 
this  |»aper  purpor^ca  to  come,  on  a  subject  which  the 
geotieman  knew  the  people  whom  he  (Mr.  P.)  repre- 
eented,  as  well  as  himself,  felt  a  deep  and  exciting  inter- 
est,  to  see  the  paper  before  it  had  been  preaented.  He 
(Mr.  P.)  couki  not  permit  himself  to  believe  that,  after 
suting  to  him,  as  he  (Mr.  P.)  would  have  ststed  private- 
ly, what  he  bad  since  stated  publicly,  tbe  gentleman 
mm  Massachpsetts  would  have  persisted  in  being  tbe 
organ  through  whom  such  a  petition  should  be  present- 
ed. He  (Mr.  P>}  would  again  state,  on  his.honor  and 
veracity  as  a  man,  that  he  did  not  believe  that  there  was 
tbe  signature  of  any  decently  respectable  individual  in 
Fredericksburg  attached  to  this  papert  that  tbe  only 
name  he  recognised  wm  that  of  a  mulatto  free  woman  of 
iafiimous  character;  and  he  believed  that  tbe  names  of 
others  were  the  names  of  free  negroes,  all  of  whom  he 
believed  to  be  bad.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  paper 
which  had  been  received  and  laid  on  the  table  should  be 
taken  from  tbe  table  and  returned  to  the  gentleman 
from  Maasachuseits. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  that,  as  he  had  just  voted  against 
suspending  the  rules  on  the  motion  of  his  collesgue, 
[Mr.  Pattoit,]  and  had  found  himself  voting  with  those 
who,  from  their  local  situation,  might  he  supposed  not 
to  feel  with  him  on  the  very  delicate  and  vital  subject 
now  before  the  House,  and  as  his  name  had  not  beeii 
recorded  with  the-  names  of  those  with  whom  he  knew 
be  did  feel  and  act  substantially  in  every  important 
matter  peculiar  to  the  South,  and  especially  in  regard  to 
tbe  subject-matter  now  before  the  House,  it  became  him 
to  nve  the  reason  for  his  vote.  It  was  this :  He  wished 
to  dispose  of  the  first  branch  of  the  subject,  and  then  he 
would  be  willing  to  suspend,  the  rules  for  bis  colleaguer 
and  would  be  willing  to  go  with  him  in  any  vote  to  take 
from  our  ftlea  the«paper  he  wished  withdrawn,  and  which 
was  well  calculated  to  throw  disgrace  and  contempt  on  the 


proceedings  of  tbe  House.  He  was  willing  the  resolution 
and  wish  of  his  colleague  should  prevail,  and  that  the 
paper  should  be  returned  to  the  venerable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  to  nMke  what  mischief  he 
could  or  he  chose  from  it,  iu  or  out  of  this  House. 

But  the  gentleman  frum  Massachusetts  had  offered 
in  the  House  the  memorial  of  those  who,  on  the  face 
of  it,  appeared  to  be  slaves,  and  bad  announced  to  the 
Chair  and  to  the  House  that  such  was  the  paper. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  care  a  ruah  whether  the  paper 
went  to  the  Chair  or  not.  Nothing  that  that  gentleman 
could  say  or  do  in  relation  to  it  could  add  to,  or  detract 
from,  the  impression  that  the  statement  of  the  propo- 
sition to  the  Chair  by  him  had  nude.  He  (Mr.  B.)  wished 
now,  without  interruption  of  any  other  t>usiness,  to  pro- 
gress with  this  matter  until  he  saw  and  understood  what 
countenance  the  gentleman  from  Masuchusetts  should 
receive  from  the  House. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  at  the  last  session  gone  further 
with  and  for  the  North,  on  a  matter  nearly  identical 
with  this,  than  any  other  man  from  the  South.  He  si- 
luded  to  the  admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas  into 
the  Union.  On  that  oceaaion  he  had  said,  and  said  undoubt< 
ingly  and  from  his  heart,  that  there  wss  no  serious  in- 
tention or  wish,  in  any  conaiderable  number  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  to  asssil  the  interests,  the  rights,  or 
the  safety,  of  the  South,  or  to  throw  any  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  Arkansas  on  account  of  negro  slavery.  On  the 
vote  he  found  it  so.  He  believed  it  then,  and  believes 
it  now.  But  the  countenance  and  support  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  may  receive  from  the  House 
in  propounding  to  the  Chair  his  question  whether  sUves 
can  petition  under  the  rule  of  the  House,  or  in  any  way, 
will  either  confirm  this  belief,  or  weaken  or  entirely  an- 
nihilate it. 

Upon  this  issue  would  depend  with  him  the  question 
of  concurrence  in  the  feeling  expressed  (though  not 
fully,  owing  to  the  rules  of  the  House  pl-eventing  him 
from  proceeding  at  that  time)  by  tbe  gallant  and  ex- 
perienced member  from  Louisiana,  that  the  time  had  ar- 
rived when  it  was  the  business  of  Southern  members  to 
go  home. 

Mr.  B.  wished  not  to  be  kept  in  suspense  upon 
this  point.  He  wished  to  know  whether  he  was  right 
in  believing  that  he  was  surrounded  by  brothers,  sitting 
in  consultation  upon  tbe  interest,  the  prosperity,  happi- 
ness, and  glory,  of  their  common  family  and  coontiy,  or 
whether  a  portion,  a  considerable  portion,  were  willing 
to  countenance  a  proposition  of  this  kind— a  proposition 
that  could  admit  of  no  interpretation  milder  than  that 
of  a  direct  fnsult  to  the  feelings  of  the  South t  the  most 
natural  import,  a  direct  attack  upon  the  interest,  the 
property,  and  the  safety,  of  the  slaveboldiog  portion 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  risen  to  move,  as 
an  amendment  to  the  motion  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Pattov,]  ibe  folowing  reso- 
lution: 

Resolvedi  That  the  honorable  Jobv  Quzvct  Adaks, 
by  the  attempt  just  made  by  him  to  introduce  a  petition 
purporting  on  its  face  to  be  from  slaves,  has  been  guilty 
of  a  gross  disrespect  to  this  House,  and  that  he  be  in- 
stantly brought  to  tbe  bar  to  receive  the  severe  censure 
of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  had  al- 
ways forborne,  as  far  as  be  could  control  his  feelings, 
from  taking  any  part  in  the  discussions  on  this  subject. 
He  DOW  felt  infinite  pain  in  being  forced,  by  an  imperi- 
ous sense  of  dbty,  to  present  the  resolution  which  be 
had  sent  to  the  Chair.  He  was  aware  of  the  advantages 
over  him  which  the  gentleman's  age  and  the  stations 
which  he  had  filled  gave  him.  But,  sir,  there  is  a  point 
at  which  forbearance  ceases  to  be  proper.    The  sanctu- 
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up,  in  pretenling^  all  his  petUiont.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  Houie  would  not  hold  him  responsible  for  the 
consumption  of  time.  Mr.  A.  thereupon  presented 
sundry  other  petitions. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  presented  the'^petition  of  nine  ladies  of 
Fredericksbbri^,  in  the  State  of  Virpinim.  He  would 
not  name  them,  because,  from  the  disposition  which  at 
present  prevailed  in  the  country,  he  did  not  1c now  what 
might  happen  to  them  if  he  did  name  them.  It  was  not 
m  petition  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  but  it  was  a  petition  praying  Congresa  to  put 
a  atop  to  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia* 

This  was  one  of  thoae  petitions  which  had  aeemcd  so 
strange  to  him  when  he  received  it,  that  he  did  not  feel 
a  perfect  aecurity  that  it  was  genuine,  and  to  which  he 
had  alluded  when  he  first  began  the  presentation  of  his 
petitions.  It  was  sent  to  him,  purporting  to  be  the  pe- 
tition of  nine  ladies,  not  one  of  whom  should  be  named 
by  him.  Whether  it  was  genuine  or  not,  it  was  not  for 
him  to  determine. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  under 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  held  in  his  hsnd  a  paper  on 
which,  before  it  was  presented,  he  desired  to  have  the 
decision  of  the  Speaker.  It  was  a  petition  from  twenty- 
two  persons,  declaring  themselves  to  be  slaves.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Speaker  considered  such  a 
petition  as  coming  within  the  order  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  h^  couM  not  tell  until  he  had  the 
contents  of  the  petition  in  bis  pos^ssion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  if  the  paper  was  sent  to  the 
Clerk's  table  it  would  be  in  possession  of  the  House, 
and  if  sent  to  the  Speaker  he  would  aee  what  were  its 
contents.  Now,  he  (Mr.  A.)  wished  to  do  nothing 
except  in  submission  to  the  rules  of  the  House.  This 
paper  purported  to  come  from  aUves,  and  it  was  one  of 
those  petitiona  which  had  occurred  to  his  mind  aa  not 
being  what  it  purported  to  be.  It  was  signed  partly  by 
persons  who  could  not  write,  by  making  their  marks, 
and  partly  by  persons  whose  handwriting  would  mani- 
fest that  they  bad  received  the  education  of  alaves;  and 
the  petition  declared  itself  to  be  from  slaves,  and  he  waa 
requested  to  present  it.     He  would  send  it  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  LAWLER  objected  to  its  going  to  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  circumstance*  of  the 
case  were  so  extraordinary,  that  he  would  take  the  aeose 
of  the  House  on  the  course  to  be  pursued. 

Mr.  LAWLER  wished  it  to  appear  on  the  Journal  that 
he  had  objected  to  the  paper  going  to  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts had  fctated  that  the  petition  came  from  slavesi  but 
it  had  not  been  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table.  It  waa  the 
firat  lime,  in  the  recollection  of  the  Chair,  that  persons 
not  free  had  presented  a  petition  to  thia  House.  The 
Chair  wished  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House>  which  he 
bad  a  right  to  do.  ^ 

Mr.  HATNES  said  he  felt  astonished  at  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetta,  not  only  to-day,  but  every  day  for 
some  lime  time  past,  whenever  petitions  were  preaented{ 
but  his  astonishment  reached  to  a  height  which  he  felt  it 
impossible  to  esprens,  when  he  saw  the  gentlemsn  rise 
in  hta  place  on  thia  floor,  and  offer  to. present  such  a  pa- 
per aa  thia  had  been  described  to  be.  Mr.  H.  could  not 
tell  in  what  manner  he  would  meet  a  proposition  of  this 
kind.  It  might  be  giving  it  more  attention  than  it  de- 
served, if  he  (Mr.  H.)  were  to  object  to  receiving  it. 
He  had  risen  mainly  to  express^  so  far  as  language 
could  express,  his  unfeigned  surprise  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachuaetts,  or  any  other  gentleman,  should  ever 
have  made  a  question  on  a  paper  of  thia  kind. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to 
order,  on  the  ground  that  he  wm  makiog  personal  re- 
flectiont. 


Mr.  PINCKNET  said  he  waa  opposed  to  a  |»rotrBcted 
discussion  on  the  subject,  which  could  only  lead  to  use- 
less excitement  and  confusion,  the  matter  before  the 
House  being  a  aobject  for  action,  not  for  debate.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  act  promptly  and  decisively. 

Mr.  HATNES  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  he  did  not  atill 
hold  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentlenuin  from  Georgia 
held  the  floor,  but  it  was  not  in  order  to  make  personal 
alluaiona. 

Mr.  HAYNE8  said  the  Speaker  was  aware  that  he 
was  one  of  the  last  men  to  violate  the  rules  adopted  for 
the  order  and  government  of  the  House.  It  waa  well 
known  that,  from  the  commencement  of  these  discus- 
sions, at  an  early  day  in  the  last  session  of  Congress  op  t9 
this  moment,  his  lipa  had  been  closed  on  the  subject  m 
every  formi  because  he  had  thought  that  the  membere 
from  hia  section  of  the  country  should  be  among  the  Isat 
to  aeek  or  promote  discussion  upon  ft.  But  he  would 
not  trust  his  feelings  to  pursue  the  subject  further  under 
its  present  as|>ect,  extraordinary  as  it  was.  The  true 
motion,  in  his  judgment  would  be  to  move  that  the  pe- 
tition be  rejected,  subject,  however,  to  its  withdrawal, 
if  the  House  should  become  further  enlightened  aa  to  its 
contents. 

Mr.  LEWIS  hoped  that  no  motion  of  that  kind  would 
come  from  any  gentleman  from  a  slaveholding  lection  of 
the  coumrr. 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  be  would  cheerfully  withdraw  hie 
motion. 

Mr.  LEWIS  aaid  he  was  glad  the  motion  wis  with- 
drawn. He  believed  that  the  House  shouM  punish^se- 
verely  such  an  Infraction  of  ita  decorum  and  its  rules { 
and  he  called  on  the  membera  from  the  slaveholding' 
Slates  to  come  forward  now,  and  demand  from  the 
House  the  punishment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
aetts. 

Mr.  GRANIXAND  would  aecond  the  matiofi^and  go 
all  lengths  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  LEWIS  aaid  that,  if  the  House  would  inflict  no 
punishment  for  such  flagrant  vioUtions  of  its  dignity  ae 
this,  it  would  be  better  for  the  Representatives  from  the 
slaveholdinir  States  to  go  home  at  once'. 

Mr.  ALFORD  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chuaetts bad  certainly  proposed  to  introduce  this  peti- 
tion. ^       ■     ' 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
had  risen,  and  stated  that  he  bad  a  petition  coming  fron 
slaves,  and  had  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether  it  would 
come  under  the  order  adopted  by  the  House  in  reference 
to  all  petitiona  and  papera  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 

The  Clerk  having  t>een  directed  to  read  the  mioutee 
which  he  had  taken  at  the  time,  read  as  follows: 

**  Mr.  Adaxs  presented  the  petition  of  twenty -two 
persons,  declaring  themselves  to  be  slaves,  apd  wished 
to  know  whether  it  came  within  the  order  of  the  House." 
Mr.  ALFORD  said  that,  if  the  gentleman  from  Msa- 
aachusetts  intended  to  present  this  petition,  be,  (Mr.  Ai.- 
roRD,)  the  moment  it  was  presented,  should  move,  aa  an 
act  of  justice  to  the  South,  which  he  in  part  repreaented. 
and  which  he  conceived  had  been  treated  with  indignity, 
that  It  be  taken  from  the  House  and  burnt  {  and  he 
hoped  that  every  man  who  was  a  friend  to  the  constitu* 
tion  would  support  him.  There  must  be  an  end  to  thia 
constant  attempt  to  raise  excitement,  or  the  Union  could 
not  exist  much  longer.^  The  moment  -any  man  abould 
disgrace  the  Government  under  which  he  lived,  by  pre- 
senting a  petition  from  slaves  praying  for  emancipation, 
he  hoped  that  petition  woyld,  by  order  of  the  House,  l>e 
committed  to  the  flames. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  to  enable 
him  to  submit  a  motion  to  take  from  the  table,  to  be 
hereafter  diepoeed  of  at  the  House  may  decide,  the  pa* 
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per  Blreftdy  preiented  by  the  prentlefMii  from  Musachu- 
MtU,  and  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table  under  the 
resolution  of  the  House;  he  alluded  to  the  paper  pre- 
eented  as  a  petition  from  nine  huties  of  Frederick&burp. 
He  (Hr.  P.)  would  atate  in  his  place,  and  on  his  respon- 
•ibilityy  that  the  name  of  no  lady  was  attached  to  that 
|iaper.  He  did  not  believe  there  was  a  single  one  of 
them  of  decent  respectability.  He  believed  the  signa- 
tures to  be  genuine,  and  he  recognised  only  one  name 
which  he  had  known  before^  and  that  was  the  name  of  a' 
firee  mulatto  woman  of  the  worst  fame  and  reputation. 
He  had  been  raised  in  Fredericksburg,  and  believed  he 
was  acquainted  with  all  persons  of  respectability  resi- 
ding there,  and  he  could  say  there  was  not  one  respect- 
able name  attached  to  this  paper. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  asked  that  the  petition  might 
be  read»  so  as  tb  render  tbe  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts amenable  to  the  resolution  which  he  (Mr.  T.)  pro- 
posed to  olfer. 

The  8PB4KERsltid  it  was  not  in  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  R0BBRT8ON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nsya  on  the 
motion  to  suspend  t  which  were  ordeted,  and,  being  ta- 
ken,  were:  Teas  131,  nays  50. 

So  the  role  was  suspended. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  he  was  disposed  to  pursue  as  kind 
and  respectful  a  course  to  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  would  admit, 
so  ^  as  related  to  the  particular  question  before  the 
House. 

The  irentleaan  from  MassachusettSb  before  presenting 
this  petition,  had  stated  that  he  did  not  know  who  these 
individuale  were;  tie  did  not  know  their  claims  to  the 
consideration  of  this  House,  or  to  his  own  agency  in  pre- 
senting the  petition.  Mr^  P:  thought  it  %ras  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the' gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  not 
thought  p^oper,  bat^  on  the  contrary,  had  refused,  to 
permit  him,  (Mr.  P.-,p  coming  from  the  town  from  which 
this  paper  purpor^ea  to  come,  on  a  subject  which  the 
gentleman  knew  the  people  whom  he  CAt,  P.)  repre- 
eented,  as  well  as  himself,  felt  a  deep  and  exciting  inter- 
est, to  see  the  paper  before  it  had  been  preaented.  He 
(Mr.  P.)  could  not  permit  himself  to  believe  that,  after 
stating  to  him,  as  he  (Mr.  P.)  would  have  stated  private- 
ly, what  he  had  since  stated  publicly,  tbe  gentleman 
mm  Massachpsetts  would  have  persisted  in  being  the 
organ  through  whom  such  a  petition  should  be  present- 
ed. He  (Mr>  P-}  would  again  state,  on  his.bonor  and 
veracity  as  a  man,  that  he  did  not  believe  that  there  was 
the  signature  of  any  ilecently  respectable  individual  in 
Fredericksburg  Atuched  to  this  paperi  that  the  only 
name  he  recognised  was  thst  of  a  mulatto  free  woman  of 
infamous  diaracter;  and  he  believed  that  tbe  names  of 
others  were  the  names  of  free  negroes,  all  of  whom  he 
believed  to  be  bad .  He  therefore  moved  that  the  paper 
which  had  been  received  and  laid  on  the  table  should  be 
taken  from  the  table  and  returned  to  the  gentleman 
from  Maasachusetts. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  that,  as  he  had  just  voted  against 
sospendtng  the  rules  on  the  motion  of  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  Pattoit,]  and  had  found  himself  voting  with  those 
who,  from  their  local  situation,  might  he  supposed  not 
to  feel  with  him  on  the  very  delicate  and  vital  subject 
now  before  the  House,  and  as  his  name  had  not  been 
recorded  with  the-  names  of  those  with  whom  he  knew 
be  did  feel  and  act  substantially  in  every  important 
matter  peculiar  to  the  South,  and  especially  in  regard  to 
the  subject-matter  now  before  the  House,  it  became  him 
to  give  the  reason  for  his  vote.  It  was  this :  He  wished 
to  dispose  of  the  first  branch  of  the  subject,  and  then  he 
would  be  willing  to  suspend,  the  rules  for  bis  colleague, 
and  would  be  willing  to  go  with  him  in  any  vote  to  take 
from  our  files  thetpaper  he  wished  withdrawn,  and  which 
«ras  well  ealculatol  to  throw  disgrtc*  and  contempt  on  the 


proceedings  of  the  [foitse.  He  was  willing  the  resolution 
and  wish  of  his  colleague  should  prevail,  and  that  the 
paper  should  be  returned  to  the  venerable  gentle- 
man  from  Massachusetts,  to  mske  what  mischief  he 
could  or  he  chose  from  it,  in  or  out  of  this  House. 

But  the  gentleman  frum  Massachusetts  had  offered 
in  the  Houie  the  memorial  of  those  who,  on  the  face 
of  it,  appeared  to  be  slaves,  and  had  announced  to  the 
Chair  and  to  the  House  that  such  was  the  paper. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  care  a  rush  whether  the  paper 
went  to  the  Chair  or  not.  Nothing  that  that  gentleman 
could  say  or  do  in  relation  to  it  could  add  to,  or  detract 
from,  the  impression  that  the  statement  of  the  propo- 
sition to  the  Chair  by  him  had  made.  He  (Mr.  B.)  wished 
now,  without  interruption  of  any  other  business,  to  pro- 
gress with  this  matter  until  he  saw  and  understood  what 
countenance  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  should 
receive  from  the  House. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  at  the  laat  session  gone  further 
with  and  for  the  North,  on  a  matter  nearly  identical 
with  this,  than  any  other  man  from  the  South.  He  al- 
luded to  the  admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas  into 
the  Union.  On  that  occaaion  he  had  said,  and  said  undoubt- 
ingly  and  from  his  heart,  that  there  was  no  serious  in- 
tention or  wish,  in  any  conaiderable  number  of  tbe  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  to  asssil  the  interests,  the  rights,  or 
the  ssfety,  of  the  South,  or  to  throw  any  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  Arkansas  on  account  of  negro  alavery.  On  the 
vote  he  found  it  so.  He  believed  it  then,  and  believes 
it  now.  But  the  countenance  and  support  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  msy  receive  from  the  House 
In  propounding  to  the  Chair  his  question  whether  slavea 
can  petition  under  the  rule  of  the  House,  or  in  sny  wsy, 
will  either  confirm  this  belief,  or  weaken  or  entirely  an- 
nihilate it. 

Upon  this  issue  would  depend  with  him  the  question 
of  concurrence  in  the  feeling  expressed  (though  not 
fully,  owing  to  the  rules  of  the  House  preventing  him 
from  proceeding  at  that  time^  by  tbe  gallant  and  ex- 
perienced member  from  Louisiana,  that  the  time  had  ar- 
rived when  it  was  the  business  of  Southern  members  to 
go  home. 

Mr.  B.  wished  not  to  be  kept  in  suspense  upon 
this  point.  He  wished  to  know  whether  he  was  right 
in  believing  that  he  was  surrounded  by  brothers,  sitting 
in  consultstion  upon  the  interest,  the  prosperity,  happi- 
ness, snd  glory,  of  their  common  family  and  country,  or 
whether  a  portion,  a  considerable  portion,  were  willing 
to  countenance  a  proposition  of  this  kind— -*a  proposition 
that  could  admit  of  no  interpretation  milder  than  that 
of  a  direct  msult  to  the  feelings  of  the  8outh«  the  most 
natural  import,  a  direct  attack  upon  the  interest,  the 
property,  ^snd  the  safety,  of  the  slaveholdiug  portion 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  risen  to  move,  ss 
an  amendment  to  the  motion  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Pattov,]  the  folowing  reso- 
lution: 

Resolvedt  That  the  honorable  Jobv  Qozvcx  Adaks, 
by  tbe  attempt  just  made  by  him  to  introduce  a  petition 
purporting  on  its  face  to  be  from  slaves,  has  been  guilty 
of  a  gross  disrespect  to  this  House,  and  that  he  be  in- 
stantly brought  to  tbe  bar  to  receive  the  severe  censure 
of  the  Spesker. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  had  al- 
ways forborne,  as  far  as  he  could  control  his  feelings, 
from  tsking  any  part  in  the  discussions  on  this  subject. 
He  now  felt  infinite  pain  in  being  forced,  by  an  imperi- 
ous sense  of  dbty,  to  present  the  resolution  which  he 
had  sent  to  the  Chair.  He  was  aware  of  the  advantages 
over  him  which  the  gentleman's  sge  and  the  stations 
which  be  bad  filled  gave  him.  But,  air,  there  is  a  point 
at  which  forbearance  ceases  to  be  proper.    The  sanctu- 
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up,  in  pretenting  all  his  petition!.  He  hoped,  there* 
fore*  the  House  would  not  hold  him  responsible  for  the 
consumption  of  time.  Mr.  A.  thereupon  presented 
sundry  other  petitions. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  presented  the'petition  of  nine  ladies  of 
Fredericksburg,  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  He  would 
not  name  them,  because,  from  the  disposition  which  at 
present  prevailed  in  the  country,  he  did  not  Icnow  what 
might  happen  to  them  if  he  did  name  them.  It  was  not 
a  petition  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  bat  it  was  a  petition  praying  Congress  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia* 

This  was  one  of  those  petitions  which  had  seemed  so 
strange  to  him  when  he  received  it,  that  he  did  not  feel 
a  perfect  security  that  it  was  genuine,  and  to  which  he 
had  alluded  when  be  first  began  the  presentation  of  his 
petitions.  It  was  sent  to  him,  purporting  to  be  the  pe- 
tition of  nine  ladies,  not  one  of  whom  should  be  named 
by  him.  Whether  it  was  genuine  or  not,  it  was  not  for 
him  to  determine. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  under 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a  paper  on 
which,  before  it  was  presented,  he  desired  to  have  the 
decision  of  the  Speaker,  It  was  a  petition  from  twenty* 
two  persons,  declaring  themselves  to  be  slaves.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Speaker  considered  such  a 
petition  as  coming  within  the  order  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  h^couM  not  tell  until  he  had  the 
contents  of  the  petition  in  bis  pos^ssion. 

Mr.  ADAMSsaid  that  if  the  paper  was  sent  to  the 
Clerk's  table  it  would  be  in  possession  of  the  House, 
and  if  sent  to  the  Speaker  he  would  see  what  were  its 
contents.  Now,  he  (Mr.  A.)  wished  to  do  nothing 
except  in  submission  to  the  rules  of  the  House*  This 
paper  purported  to  come  from  slaves,  and  it  was  one  of 
those  petitions  which  had  occurred  to  bis  mind  as  not 
being  what  it  purported  to  be.  It  was  signed  partly  by 
persons  who  could  not  write,  by  making  their  marks, 
and  partly  by  persons  whose  handwriting  would  mani- 
fest that  they  had  received  the  education  of  slaves^  and 
the  petition  declared  itself  to  be  from  slaves,  and  he  was 
requested  to  present  it.     He  would  send  H  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  LAWLBR  objected  to  its  going  to  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  aaid  that  the  circumstance*  of  the 
case  were  so  extraordinary,  that  he  would  take  the  sense 
of  the  House  on  the  course  to  be  pursued. 

Mr.  LA  WLER  wished  it  to  appear  on  the  Journal  that 
he  had  objected  to  the  paper  going  to  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts had  fctated  that  the  petitinn  came  from  slavesi  but 
it  bad  not  been  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table.  It  was  the 
first  time,  in  the  recollection  of  the  Chair,  that  persons 
not  free  had  presented  a  petition  to  this  House.  The 
Chair  wished  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Housfi  which  he 
had  a  right  to  do.  ' 

Mr.  HATNES  said  he  felt  astonished  at  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  not  only  to-day,  but  every  day  for 
some  time  time  past,  whenever  petitions  were  presented^ 
but  his  astonishment  reached  to  a  height  which  he  felt  it 
impossible  to  esprcRS,  when  he  saw  the  gentleman  rise 
in  his  place  on  this  floor,  and  offer  to.  present  such  a  pa- 
per as  this  had  been  described  to  be.  Mr.  H.  could  not 
tell  in  what  manner  be  would  meet  a  proposition  of  this 
kind.  It  might  be  giving  it  more  attention  than  it  de- 
served, if  be  (Mr.  H.)  were  to  object  to  receiving  it. 
He  had  risen  mainly  to  express,  so  far  as  language 
could  express,  his  unfeigned  surprise  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  or  any  other  gentleman,  should  ever 
have  made  a  question  on  a  paper  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to 
order,  on  the  ground  that  he  WM  making  perwnal  re- 
flections. 


Mr.  PINCKNET  said  he  was  opposed  to  a  protracted 
discussion  on  the  subject,  which  could  only  lead  to  use- 
less excitement  and  confusion,  the  matter  before  the 
House  being  a  eubjeet  for  action,  not  for  debate.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  act  promptly  and  decisively. 

Mr.  HATNES  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  he  did  not  still 
hold  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
held  the  floor,  but  it  was  not  in  order  to  make  personal 
allusions. 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  the  Speaker  was  aware  that  he 
was  one  of  the  last  men  to  violate  the  rules  adopted  for 
the  order  and  govemiaent  of  the  House.  It  was  well 
known  that,  from  the  .commencement  of  these  discus- 
sions* at  an  early  day  in  (he  last  session  of  Congress  uj>  to 
this  moment,  his  lips  had  been  closed  on  the  subject  in 
every  formi  because  be  had  thought  that  the  member* 
from  his  section  of  the  country  should  be  among  the  last 
to  seek  or  promote  discussion  upon  it.  But  he  would 
not  trust  his  feelings  to  pursue  the  subject  further  under 
its  present  aspect,  extraordinary  as  it  was.  The  true 
motion,  in  his  judgment  would  be  to  move  that  the  pe- 
tition be  rejected,  subject,  however,  to  its  withdrawal, 
if  the  House  should  become  further  enlightened  as  to  it* 
contents. 

Mr.  LEWIS  hoped  that  no  motion  of  that  kind  would 
come  from  any  gentleman  from  a  slavebolding  lection  of 
the  couniry. 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  he  would  cheerfully  withdraw  hit 
motion. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  he  was  glad  the  nkotion  wis  with- 
drawn. He  believed  that  the  House  shouM  punish^^e- 
verely  such  an  infraction  of  its  decorum  and  its  rules{ 
and  he  called  on  the  members  from  the  slaveholding 
States  to  come  forward  now,  and  demand  from  the 
House  the  punishment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts. 

Mr.  6RANTLAND  would  second  the  motion^and  go 
all  lengths  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  that,  if  the  House  would  inflict  no 
punishment  for  such  fi»graht  violations  of  its  dignity  at 
this,  it  would  be  better  for  the  Representatives  from  the 
slaveholding  States  to  go  home  at  once*. 

Mr.  ALFORD  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts had  certainly  proposed  to  introduce  this  peti- 
tion. 

l*he  SPEAKER  said  the  member  from  Massscbasetts 
had  risen,  and  stated  that  he  had  a  petition  coming  from 
slaves,  and  had  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether  it  would 
come  under  the  order  adapted  by  the  House  in  reference 
to  all  petitions  and  papers  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 

The  Clerk  having  been  directed  to  read  the  minutes 
which  he  had  taken  at  the  time,  read  as  follows: 

*'  Mr.  Adaxs  presented  the  petition  of  twenty-two 
persons,  declaring  themselves  to  be  slaves,  and  wished 
to  know  whetther  it  came  within  tlie  order  of  the  House." 
Mr.  ALFORD  said  that,  if  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts intended  to  present  this  petition,  be,  (Mr.  Al- 
ronn,)  the  moment  it  was  presented,  should  move,  as  an 
act  of  justice  to  the  South,  which  he  in  part  represented, 
and  which  he  conceived  had  been  treated  with  indignity, 
that  It  be  taken  from  the  House  and  burnt;  and  he 
hoped  that  every  man  who  was  a  friend  to  the  constitu- 
tion would  support  him.  There  must  be  an  end  to  this 
constant  attempt  to  raise  excitement,  or  the  Union  could 
not  exist  much  longer.^  The  moment  -any  man  should 
disgrace  the  Ctovernment  under  which  he  lived,  by  pre- 
senting a  petition  from  slaves  praying  for  emancipation, 
he  hoped  that  petition  wotjild,  by  order  of  the  House,  be 
committed  to  the  flames. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  to  enable 
him  to  submit  a  motion  to  take  from  the  table,  to  be 
hereafter  disposed  of  at  the  House  may  decide,  the  pa* 
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per  alretdy  preiented  by  the  (centleman  from  Musaoha- 
•ettf,  and  which  bad  been  kid  on  the  table  under  the 
reioltttion  of  the  House;  be  alluded  to  the  paper  pre- 
iented as  a  petition  from  nine  ladies  of  Fredericksburjp. 
He  (Mr.  P.)  vould  state  in  his  place,  and  on  his  respon- 
sibility, that  the  name  of  no  lady  was  attached  to  that 
paper.  He  did  not  believe  there  was  a  single  one  of 
them  of  decent  respectability.  He  believed  the  signa- 
tores  to  be  genuine,  and  he  recognised  only  one  name 
which  he  had  known  before,  and  that  was  the  name  of  a' 
free  malatto  woman  of  the  worst  ftme  and  reputstton. 
He  had  been  raised  in  Fredericksburg,  and  believed  he 
wu  ac<)uainted  with  all  persons  of  respectability  resi- 
ding there*  and  he  could  say  there  was  not  one  respect* 
able  name  attached  to  this  paper. 

Mr.  w:  THOMPSON  asked  that  the  petition  might 
be  read,  so  as  tl>  render  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts amenable  to  (he  resolution  which  be  (Mr.  T.)  pro- 
posed to  offier. 

The  SPBAKGRslti4  it  was  not  in  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  to  suspend <  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  ta- 
ken»  were:  Teas  131,  nays  50. 

So  the  rule  was  suspended* 

Mr.  PATtON  said  he  was  disposed  to  pursue  as  kind 
and  respectful  a  course  to  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
cbueetts  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  would  admit, 
so  far  as  related  to  the  particular  question  before  the 
House. 

The  i^entleman.from  Massachusetts^  before  presenting 
this  peUtioD,  had  stated  that  he  did  not  know  who  these 
individuals  were;  he  did  not  know  their  claims  to  the 
consideration  of  this  House,  or  to  his  own  agency  in  pre- 
senting the  petition.  Mr^  P;  thought  it  was  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  not 
thought  proper,  bur,  on  the  contrary,  had  refused,  to 
permit  him,  (Mr.  P.-,p  coming  fro^D  the  town  from  which 
this  (mper  purported  to  come,  on  a  subject  which  the 
gentleman  knew  the  people  whom  he  (Mr.  P.)  repre- 
sented, as  well  as  hUnself,  felt  a  deep  and  exciting  inter- 
est, to -see  the  paper  before  it  had  been  presented.  He 
(Mr.  P,}  could  not  permit  himself  to  believe  that,  after 
sutiog:  to  him,  as  he  (Mr.  P.)  would  have  stated  private- 
ly, what  be  had  since  stated  publicly,  tbe  gentleman 
from  Massachiisetts  would  have  persisted  in  being  tbe 
organ  through  whoa  such  a  |>etition  should  be  present- 
ed. He  (Mr.  P.)  would  again  state,  on  his.honor  and 
veracity  as  a  npan,  that  he  did  not  believe  that  there  was 
tbe  eignaiure  of  any  decently  respectable  individual  in 
Fredericksburg  i^ttacbed  to  this  papert  that  tbe  only 
name  be  recognised  was  that  of  a  mulatto  free  woman  of 
iafaoious  character;  and  he  believed  that  the  names  of 
others  were  the  names  of  free  negroes,  all  of  whom  he 
believed  to  be  bad.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  paper 
which  had  been  received  and  laid  on  the  table  should  be 
taken  from  the  table  and  returned  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  that,  as  he  had  just  voted  against 
tuspending  the  rules  on  the  motion  of  bis  colleague, 
[Mr.  Pattoit,]  and  had  found  himself  voting  with  those 
who,  from  their  local  situation,  might  he  supposed  not 
to  feel  with  him  on  the  very  delicate  and  vital  subject 
now  before  the  House,  and  as  his  name  had  not  beeii 
recorded  with  the-  names  of  those  with  whom  he  knew 
he  did  feel  and  act  substantially  in  every  imporlant 
matter  peculiar  to  the  South,  and  especially  in  regard  to 
the  subjecUmatter  now  before  the  House,  it  became  him 
to  give  the  reasqn  for  his  vote.  It  was  this:  He  wished 
to  dispose  of  the  first  branch  of  the  subject,  and  then  he 
would  be  willing  to  suspend  the  rules  for  his  colleague, 
and  would  be  willing  to  go  with  him  in  any  vote  to  take 
from  our  files  thetpaper  be  wished  withdrawn,  and  which 
Wu  well  calculated  to  throw  disgrspe  and  contempt  on  the 


proceedings  of  the  Honse.  He  was  willing  the  resolution 
and  wish  of  his  colleague  should  prevail,  and  that  the 
paper  should  be  returned  to  the  venerable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  to  make  what  mischief  he 
could  or  he  chose  from  it,  in  or  out  of  this  House. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  offered 
in  the  House  the  memorial  of  those  who,  on  the  face 
of  it,  appeared  to  be  slaves,  and  bad  announced  to  the 
Chair  and  to  the  House  that  such  was  the  paper. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  care  a  rush  whether  the  paper 
went  to  the  Chair  or  not.  Nothing  that  that  gentleman 
could  say  or  do  in  relation  to  it  could  add  to,  or  detract 
from,  the  impression  tbst  the  statement  of  the  propo- 
sition to  the  Chair  by  him  had  made.  He  (Mr.  B.)  wished 
now,  without  interruption  of  any  other  business,  to  pro- 
gress with  this  matter  until  he  saw  and  understood  what 
countenance  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  should 
receive  from  the  House. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  at  the  last  session  gone  further 
with  and  for  the  North,  on  a  matter  nearly  identical 
with  this,  than  any  other  man  from  the  South.  He  al- 
luded to  the  aclmission  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas  into 
the  Union.  On  that  occaaion  he  had  said,  and  said  undoubt- 
ingly  and  from  his  hesrt,  that  there  waa  no  serious  in- 
tention or  wish,  in  any  considersble  number  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  to  asssil  the  interests,  the  rights,  or 
the  safety,  of  the  South,  or  to  throw  any  obstaclea  in  the 
way  of  Arkansas  on  account  of  negro  slavery.  On  the 
vote  he  found  it  so.  He  believed  it  then,  and  believes 
it  now.  But  the  countenance  and  support  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  msy  receive  from  the  House 
in  propounding  to  the  Chair  his  question  whether  slaves 
can  petition  under  the  rule  of  the  House,  or  in  any  way, 
will  either  confirm  this  belief,  or  weaken  or  entirely  an- 
nihilate it. 

Upon  this  issue  would  depend  with  him  the  question 
of  concurrence  in  the  feeling  expressed  (though  not 
fully,  owing  to  the  rules  of  the  House  pt'eventing  him 
from  proceeding  at  that  time])  by  tbe  gallant  and  ex- 
perienced member  from  Louisiana,  that  the  time  had  ar- 
rived when  it  was  the  business  of  Southern  members  to 
go  home. 

Mr.  B.  wished  not  to  be  kept  in  suspense  upon 
this  point.  He  wished  to  know  whether  he  was  right 
in  believing  that  he  was  surrounded  by  brothers,  sitting 
in  consultation  upon  the  interest,  the  prosperity,  happi- 
ness, and  glory,  of  their  common  family  and  country,  or 
whether  a  portion,  a  considerable  portion,  were  willing 
to  countenance  a  proposition  of  this  kind— a  proposition, 
that  could  admit  of  no  interpretation  milder  than  that 
of  a  direct  Tiisult  to  the  feelings  of  the  South t  the  most 
natural  import,  a  direct  attack  upon  the  interest,  the 
property, .  and  the  safety,  of  tbe  slaveboldiog  portion 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  risen  to  move,  as 
an  amendment  to  the  motion  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Pattov,]  ibe  foluwiog  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved^  That  the  honorable  Jobv  Quiver  Adams, 
by  tbe  attempt  just  made  by  him  to  introduce  a  petition 
purporting  on  its  face  to  be  from  slaves,  has  been  guilty 
of  a  gross  disrespect  to  this  House,  and  that  he  be  in- 
stantly brought  to  the  bar  to  receive  the  severe  censure 
of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  said  be  had  al- 
ways forborne,  as  far  as  he  could  control  his  feelings, 
from  taking  any  part  in  the  discussions  on  this  subject. 
He  now  felt  infinite  pain  in  being  forced,  by  an  imperi- 
ous sense  of  d^ty,  to  present  the  resolution  which  be 
bad  sent  to  the  Chair.  He  was  aware  of  the  advantages 
over  him  which  the  gentleman's  age  and  the  stations 
which  he  had  filled  gave  him.  But,  sir,  there  is  a  point 
at  whi^h  forbearance  ceases  to  be  proper.    The  sanctu- 
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ary  of  age  is  not  lig^htly  to  be  violated;  but  when 
that  fianctu\ry  is  used  to  throw  poisoned  arrows,  it 
cesses  to  be  EAcred.  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts offered  to  present  a  petition  from  slaves,  and  so 
purporting  to  be  on  iti  face,  in  open  and  wilful  violation 
iif  what  he  knew  to  be  the  rules  of  this  House,  and  in- 
BulCmg  to  a  large  portion  of  its  members.  Does  the 
gentleman,  even  in  the  latitude  which  be  gives  to  the 
right  of  petition,  think  that  it  includes  slaves'  If  he  does 
not,  he  has  wilfully  violated  the  rules  of  the  House  and 
the  feelings  of  its  members.  Does  that  gentleman  know 
that  there  are  laws  in  all  the  slave  States,  and  here,  for  the 
punishment  of  those  who  excite  insurrection  f  I  can  tell 
him  that  there  are  such  things  as  grand  juries;  and  if,  sir, 
the  juries  of  this  District  hav^,  as  I  doubt  not  they  have, 
proper  intelligence  and  spirit,  he  may  yet  be  made 
amenable  to  another  tribunal,  and  we  n^ay  yet  see  an 
incendiary  brought  to  condign  punishment.  Mr.  T.  said 
that,  when  he  firat  took  his  seat  here,  and  heaiid  daily 
denunciations  of  the  people  whom  he  represented,  and 
every  vile  epithet  heaped  upon  them-i-a  ppople  for 
whom  he  claimed,  to  say  the  very  least,  the  proudest 
equality — he  was  excited  almost  to  the  point  of  frenzy. 
Now  he  found  himself  sitting  quietly  under  these  things, 
when  he  saw  his  new  colleagues,  not  n^ore  excitable 
than  he  was,  in  the  same  state  of  feeling  in  which  he 
was  at  the  last  session.  Sir,  it"^iS  a  most  instruc- 
tive commentary  upon  the  gradual  wear  and  tear  of  feel- 
ing, and  the  cooling  of  that  just  indignation  which  every 
Southern  mp.n  should  feel.  Sir,  if  I  desired  the  break- 
ing up  of  this  Government,  1  should  thank  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  for  his  course  on  this  subject. 
All  we  desire,  air,  is  an  issue,  a  fair  and  distinct  issue. 
If  gentlemen  think  slavery  an  abomination,  and  that 
they  have  a  right  to  abolish  it,  why  not  come  up  to 
the  point,  and  say  so?  I  will  forgive  them  fur  all  the 
past  if  they  will  do  it.  We  shall  then,  sir,  soon,  very 
aoon,  settle  this  question  forever. 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  that,  believing  the  object  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  might  be  more  readily 
obtained  by  a  resolution  in  a  different  forir,  he  would 
send  to  the  table  the  following  amendment: 

Strike  cnit  all  af\er  •'Jtuoived,"  and  insert—' 

'*  That  JoBH  QuiHCT  Adams,  a  Representative  from  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  has  rendered  himself  justly  liable 
to  the  severest  censure  of  this  House,  and  is  censured 
accordingly,  for  having  attempted  to  present  to  the 
House  the  petition  of  slaves." 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  this  was  a  question  of  extreme 
delicacy,  and  one  which  he  hoped  would  not  be  closed 
by  the  previous  question.  His  honorable  friend  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adaks]  knew  that  no  man  in  this 
House  had  more  sincerely  stood  by  him  on  the  right  of 
petition  than  he  (Mr,  G.)  had.  But  he  (Mr.  G.)  must 
express  his  surprise  that,  with  papers  in  his  hand  from 
sources  of  which  he  was  ignorant,  and  of  the  genuine- 
ness of  which  he  has  expressed  a  doubt,  he  [Mr.  Adavs] 
should  have  assumed  the  reaponsibiliiy  he  had  this  day 
assumed.  He  (Mr.  G.)  was  surprised  that  that  gentle- 
man, holding  the  right  of  petition  as  one  of  the  most  sa- 
cred rights  granted  to  this  people,  should  ever  have 
cheapened  the  value  of  that  right  by  presenting  indis- 
criminately papers  enclosed  to  him,  [Mr.  Adams,]  when 
he  was  himself  ignorant  of  the  names,  condition,  or  char- 
acters, of  those  who  forwarded  them.  He  wss  the  more 
surprised  that  a  paper  from  this  immediate  vicinity,  and 
purporting  to  bear  the  signatures  of  those  who  are  rep- 
resented by  a  gentleman  [Mr.  Pattok]  sitting  on  the 
left  of  the  gentleman  from  Mtissachusttts,  and  with 
whom  that  gentleman  was  on  intimate  terms,  should  have 
been  presented  to  this  House  without  some  inquiry  hav- 
ing been  made  as  to  the  character  of  those  whose  nsmes 
were  attached  to  the  petition,  or  without  the  gentleman 


[Mr.  Adams]  being  possessed  of,  or  having  guarded  him- 
self by,  the  requisite  information  in  relation  to  the  petitfon 
he  wss  about  to  present.  It  was  well  known  thai  no 
man  here  deprecated  more  than  he  (Mr.  G.)  did  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  in  tying  down  members  of  the  House 
under  the  resolution  of  the  Isst  and  the  present  year.  It 
was  due  to  the  gentleman  whom  he  had  in  his  eye  [Mr. 
W.  Thompson]  to  say  that  he  believed  he  [Mr.  T.]  bad 
invariably  voted  against  it. 

[Mr,  TfloMPsoir  explained  that  he  had  voted  against 
the  resolution,  because  he  thought  that  ^  the  petition 
should  not  be  received,  but  instantly  rejected  ] 

Mr.  G.  resumed.  What  was  the  position  in  which 
we  are  now  placed  by  the  adoption  of  that  resolution^  It 
was  that  all  papers,  in  advance,  having  reference,  imme- 
diately or  remotely,  to  the  subject  bf  slavery,  no  matter 
how  offensive  in  its  object,  or  disreputable  in  its  terms, 
or  how  respectful,  were  carHed  to  t(ie  Speaker's  table. 

Instead  of  securing  to  the  people  of  this  country  the 
sacred  right  of  petition,  with  every  paper  to  be  passed 
upon,  if  not  by  the  judgment  of  the  ptrson  presenting 
it,  at  least  by  the  judgment  of  the  House,  this  stifling 
resolution  had  been  the  vehicle  of  carrying  x>n  to  the 
records  of  the  House  documents  that  should  never  have 
been  placed  there,  and  of  excTgding  those  which  were 
entitled  to  its  consideration.  It  had  probably  placed  on 
the  table  papers  which  never  ought  to  have  been  ad- 
mitted, and  it  had  shut  out  from  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try the  full  and  free  right  of  having  their  petitions  pre- 
sented here,  and  of  being  beard  upon  them. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  had  regretted  as  much  as  the*  gentle- 
man from  South  Cai^lina  [Mr.  Thompsor]  or  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  Pattoh]  that  this  paper 
should  have  been  presented.  As  a  member  of  this 
House,  he  (Mr.  G.)  considered  the  right  of  petition  sa- 
cred; but  he  also  considered  himself  bound,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  that  right,  to  giltairanty  to  the  House  that  the  pa- 
per be  offered  was  one  the  responsibility  of  whlchi  so 
far  as  presenting  it  was  concerned,  rested  on  his  shoul- 
ders. It  did  not  follow  that  he  approved  or  disapproved 
the  object  of  the  petition  because  he  presented  if;  but  It 
was  due  to  the  House,  in  presenting  it,  to  say  that  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be  such  a  paper  as  a  member  bad  a  right, 
and  was  bound,  to  present  to  an  American  Congress ; 
and  he  could  not  think  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  could  strengthen  the  right  of  peti- 
tion by  presenting  a  paper  in  the  manner  in  which  this 
had  been  offered. 

This  question,  as  now  presented,  wss  one  of  deep  in- 
terest. He  felt  bound  to  say  tliat  a  certain  class  of  the 
community  were  too  ready  to  change  their  ground,  and 
to  hide  their  opinions  on  the'  abolition  of  slavery  under 
the  denial  of  the  right  of  petition;'  He  had  in  his  mind 
men,  itot  ordinary  men,  wI>o,  feeling  that  this  right  has 
been  unjustly  abridged,  have  enlisted  themselves  in  a 
cause  in  which  they  would  never  otherwise  have  en- 
gaged rtnen  who,  only  one  year  ago,  were  as  much  op- 
posed to  the  sboiition  of  slavery  as  any  man  in  this 
House,  but  who  are  now  found  within  its  rankp.  These, 
he  had  said,  were  not  ordinary  Citizens,  but  those  who 
stood  forth  to  the  community  in  that  enviable  relief 
which  talent  gives  to' virtue.  It  was  not  to  be  difguised, 
and  he  felt  bound  to  declare,  that,  if  the  House  wished 
to  forward  the  cause  of  abolition^  they  would  pass  these 
hasty  resolutions,  -  No  man  in  this  nation  held  the  right 
of  petition  under  the  constitution  more  sacred  than  he 
did;  but  It  was  due  to  himself  |o  repeat,  what  he  had 
heretofore  stated,  that  so  long  as  the  States  of  Mary- 
land  and  Virginia  should  continue  their  present  policy, 
he  did  not  believe  that  Congress  had  any  just  power  to 
interfere  in  this  question,  nor  that  either  philanthropy 
or  patriotism  demanded  iti  that  in  h'S  opinion,  at  the 
time  of  the  cession  of  this  District,  it  was  no  more  con- 
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templated  that  whYtry  sboald  be  tbolMiwi  here  before 
it  WIS  in  the  surrounding  country,  than  that  this  terri- 
tory should  continue  in  its  present  position  after  tlie 
tdjoining  States  by  which  it  hsd  been  ceded  should 
have  changed  theirs.  But  he  would  say  to  the  gentle- 
men from  South  Garolins  [Mr.  Thoxpsov]  and  fro«B 
Georgia  [Mr.  HjiTvaa]  thst,  if  this  resolution  was 
pushed  io  a  vote  of  censure,  its  effect  on  the  community 
would  be  roost  serious. 

What  was  the  position  of  the  gentleman  from  Msssa- 
chusettaf  He  [Mr.  Adams]  had  requested  instructions, 
bad  asked  the  decision  of  the  Chsir  as  to  his  right  to  pre- 
sent the  petition,  and  whether  it  cai6e  within  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  to  which  he  had  referred.  Before 
the  decinon  of  the  Chair  had  been  announced,  and 
whilst  fhe  Houtfe  remained  in  ignorance  cTcn  of  the 
gentleman's  own  opinions  as  to  the  propriety  of  pre- 
senting it,  a  resolution  was  introducet^,  which,  in  effect, 
went  to  censure  him  for  asking  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  and  which  decision  had  not  yet  been  announced. 
If  these  proceedings  must  be  carried  on,  for  pity's  sake, 
at  least,  let  the  opinion  of  the  person  presenting  it  be 
known;  let  bim  at  least  declare  in  his  place  that  he 
claimed  the  right  to  present  the  petition.  It  will  then 
be  time  enough  to  act  upon  these  resolutions,  and  then 
be  matter  of  sufRcient  doubt  whether  they  should  be 
paaaed,  or  whether  any  member  should  be  censured  for 
what  he  considered  an  honest  discharge  of  his  dut)*. 

He  could  not  conclude  without  expressing  his  regret 
at  the  occurrence  of  this  morning,  and  his  firm  conTic- 
tion  ihat  the  course  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, so  lar  from  rendering  the  right  of  petition 
more  sacred,  was  calculated  to  render  it  a  mere  bauble, 
to  be  played  withi  and  l^e  objected  to  having  the  right 
of  petition,  inalienable  In  his  constituents,  tried  by  any 
such-  inue  as  could  be  made  upon  the  ptpers  which 
the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massacb'usetts  [Mr. 
Abaws]  hKd  last  presented. 

Mr.  LEWIS  offered  the  following  amendment^  which 
he  suggested  to  his  friend  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
ThompsohI  to  accept  as  a  modifications 

Bctohei  That  Joev  Quiiior  Adams,  a  member  from 
the  SUte  of  MasyachusettP,  by  his  attempt  to  introduce 
into  this  House  a  petition  from  slaves,  for  the  aboKtion 
of  slavery  in  the  pistrict  of  Columbia,  committed  an  out- 
rage on  the  rights  and  feelings  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
people  bf  this- Union;  a  flagrant  contempt  on  the  dignity 
of  this  House;  and,  by  extending  to  slaves  a  privilege 
only  belonging  to  freemen,  directly  invites  the  skve 
population  to  insdrrectioh;  and  that  the  said  member  be 
forthwith  called  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  and  be  cen. 
Hired  by  thtf  Speaker. 
Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  accepted  the  modification. 
Mr.  LEWIS  said  that,  as  a  member  from  the  South, 
lie  was  not  disposed  to  argue  this  question  here.  He 
wished  to  see  whether  there  was  the  power  or  the  will 
to  discountenance  such  proceedings  as  these.  If  not, 
the  members  frpm  the  South  had  better  go  home  and 
prepare  to  protect  themselves. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  he  thought  the  House  was  pro- 
ceeding rather  harshly  in  this  matter.  1*he  resolution, 
in  the  form  in  which  it  now  stood,  asserted  two  f»cts,  of 
which  he.would  desire  to  be  certified  before  he  gave  his 
vote  upon  it.  He,knew  nothing  of  the  character  of  the 
paper,  for  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Abaws]  bad  preserved  towards  htm  the  tame  silence  as. 
un  the  other  paper,  purporting  to  come  from  Freder- 
icksburg. 

But  the  resolqtion  asserted  two  f|cts:  First,  that  the 
paper  was  a  petition  by  slaves  for  the  abolition  of  slavery. 
Was  that  the  fact?  Was  any  gentleman  here  authorised 
to  state  that  this  was  a  paper  for  the  abolition  of  slavery? 
It  was  essentially  important,  before  the  Hooie  was  call- 


ed on  to  act,  that  they  should  know  whether  this  was  the 
fact  or  not.  The  resolution  aaserted  also  anott^r  fact:  that 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  attempted  to  offer  this 
petition.  He  (Mr.  P.)  understood  that  this  was  not  the 
fact.  He  thought  he  should  be  disposed  to  g^  as  far  as 
those  who  would  go  farthest  in  adopting  any  proper  course 
for  arresting  these  attempts  to  procure  the  action  of  the 
House  in  rektton  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  or  any  where  else.  He  should  be 
ready  to  go  to  the  utmost  extent  of  his  constitutional 
powers  to  arrest  that  action,  either  by  the  legislative  in- 
tervention of  the  House,  in  its  ordinary  course,  or  by  re- 
fusing to  receive  the  petitions,  or  by  inflicting  censure 
on  members  transgressing  the  bounds  of  their  duty  to 
keep  up  an  excitement  on  the  subject.  But  let  us  know 
(said  Mr.  P.)  what  we  are  doing.  Suppose  that  this  pe- 
tition was  a  quizi  and  that,  so  far  from  being  a  petition 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  it  was  a  petition  for  a  very 
different  thing.  Mr.  P.  would  object  as  much  to  the 
one  proposition  being  presented  here  as  the  other.  But 
let  the  House,,  before  it  involved  itself  in  this  solemn 
proceeding,  before  it  took  this  decided  and  hasardoua 
step  of  bringing  to  the  bar  of  the  House  a  member  of 
its  body,  as  having  vioUted  its  rights,  know  on  what 
gfrounds  they  were  proceeding. 

Were  tbe  facts. as  they  were  stated  to  be?  Had  any 
such  petition  beep  jlf^sented  or  offered  by  a  member  of 
the  House?  He  regretted  to  be  involved  in  this  excite- 
ment on  grounds  which  might  turn  out  to  be  more  of  a 
farce  than  a  tragedy.  He  expected  it  would  be  found 
that  neither  the  one  fact  nor  the  other,  assumed  in  the 
resolution,  was  true. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  rose  and  said  he  did  not  know  un- 
der what  rule  of  the  House  the  several  resolutions  which 
had  been  presented  in  relation  to  himself  bad  taken  the 
place  of  the  resolution  or  motion  submitted  by  his  friend 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Pattot,]  nor  how  it  had  happened 
that  this  matter  had  come  under  the  consideration  of  tbe 
House,  whilst  a  question  was  pending  whether  a  paper 
previoualy  presented  by  him  (Mr.  A.)  should  be  taken 
from  the  Speaker's  table  and  returned  to  bim.  The 
Speaker,  he  presumed,  knew  how  this  had  come  about. 

The  SPEAKER  explained  that  this  had  been  effected 
under  tbe  operation  of  that  well-establicbed  parliamentary 
law,  which  gave  precedence  to  questions  of  privilege 
over  aH  other  business. 

Mr.  ADAMS.    Well,  sir,  I  am  satisfied. 

In  regard  to  the  resolutions  now  before  the  House,  as 
they  all  concur  in  naming  me,  and  in  charging  me  with 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  and  in  calling  me  to  the 
bar  of  the  House  to  answer  for  my  crimes,  I  have  thought 
it  was  my  duty  to  remain  silent  until  it  should  be  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  to  act  either  on  one  or  other  of 
these  resolutions.  1  suppose  that,  if  I  ahall  be  brought 
to  the  bar  of  the  Hotise,  I  shall  not  be  struck  mute  by 
the  previous  question,  before  I  have  an  opportunity  to 
say  a  word  or  t Wo  in  my  own  defence. 

But,  sir,  gentlemen  are  really  consuming  tbe  time  of 
the  House  in  such  a  manner,  that  I  think  tbe  obligation 
rests  upon  me  to  ask  them  to  modify  their  resolution.  It 
may  be  as  severe  as  they  propose^  but  I  ask  them  to 
change  the  matter  of  fact  a  little,  so  that  when  I  come  to 
the  bar,  I  may  not,  in  one  single  word,  put  an  end  to 
their  resolution. 

The  gentlemen,  who  have  such  a  laudable  zeal  for  the 
sisveholding  portion  of  this  confederscy,  and  I  do  not 
censure  them  for  that  zenl,  charge  upon  me,  first,  that 
I  attempted  to  present  a  petition  from  alaves;  and,  sec- 
ondl3%  that  that  petition  waa  for  their  emancipation  from 
slavery.  I  did  not  present  the  petition,  and  I  appeal 
to  the  Speaker  to  aay  that  I  did  not.  1  gaid  I  had  a  paper, 
purporting  to  be  a  petition  from  slaves;  I  did  not  say  what 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  was;  I  said  it  waa  a  paper  pur- 
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lent  if  it  be  for  on«  purpose  m  for  another.  It  is  the 
naked  fact  of  the  presentation  of  a  petition  from  slaves. 
But,  sir»  there  is  another  view  of  this  matter^  which,  in 
my  judgment,  makes  the  thi'^g  worse.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  been  presenting  abolition  peti- 
tions all  the  morning;  it  is  his  daily  labor  of  k>Te;  and 
1  appeal  to  every  member  on  the  floor,  if  the  conduct  of 
the  member  was  not  such  as  to  induce  every  one  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  an  abolition  petition.  He  allowed  reso- 
lutions to  be  presented  on  that  supposition,  and  speeches 
to  be  made,  without  undeceiving  the  House.  This  tri- 
fling was  an  additional  contempt  of  the  Hou8e<  how 
much  befitting  the  age  and  standing  of  the  gentleman 
It  is  not  for  me  to  say. 

Mr.  T.  then  further  modified  bis  resolution  by  substi- 
tuting the  three  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved^  That  the  honorable  Josir  Q.  Adaxs,  by 
an  effort  to  present  a  petition  from  slaves,  has  committed 
a  gross  contempt  of  this  House. 

3.  Raolvedt  That  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
above  named,  by  creating  the  impression,  and  showing 
the  Hous^,  under  that  impression,  that  the  said  petition 
was  fur  the  abolition  of  slavery,  when  be  knew  that  it  was 
not,  has  trifled  with  the  House. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  honorable  Johv  Q.  Asaxs  re- 
ceive the  censure  of  the  House  for  his  conduct  referred 
to  in  the  preceding  resolutions. 

Mr.  FICKRN8  observed  that  it  had  not  been  bis  in- 
tention to  address  the  House  upon  this  subject i  he  bad 
not  intended  to  utter  one  word,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  remarks  that  fell  from  his  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
WisB,]  and  that  he  would  now  endeavor  to  preserve  all 
the  calmness  he  could,  considering  the  momentous  top- 
ics which  had  been  drawn  into  this  discussion.  Mr.  P. 
perfectly  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Vii^ginia  [Mr. 
Wise]  in  refereoce  to  the  resolutions  which  the  member 
from  Charleston  [Mr.  Pivckhit]  introduced  last  ses- 
sion, and  which  had  been  substantially  adopted  again  at 
this  session,  by  which  all  this  class  of  petitions  had  been 
received  into  this  House.  They  were  miserable  and 
pitiful  resolutions;  pitiful,  because  they  had  trifled  with 
the  rights  of  the  South,  and  trifled  with  the  rights  of  this 
House.  He  could  thank  God  that  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  their  passage,  and  the  deep  responsibility  they  had 
brought  down  upon  their  authors.  He  would  say,  in 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Grasgkb,]  in  oensureof  ttie  gentlemen  from  the 
South  who  supported  those  resolutioni^  <*Thou  canst 
not  ssy  I  did  it."  When  those  resolutions  passed,  he 
(Mr.  P.)  had  predicted  what  had  now  come  to  pass:  the 
scenes  which  we  now  see  passing  around  us— the  intro- 
duction of  all  kinds  of  vile  petitions  from  free  negroes  and 
slaves,  which,  under  the  resolutions,  are  treated  with 
the  respect,  in  advance,  of  having  them  received  and 
laid  upon  the  table.  But,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  although  these 
were  bis  opinions,  yet,  as  long  as  we  were  members  of 
this  body,  we  were  bound  to  maintain  its  dignity,  and^do 
what  we  could  to  prevent  scenes  calculated  to  harass 
and  insult  the  feelings  of  a  large  portion  of  the  members 
of  this  House,  by  calling  down  our  censure  upon  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adaks]  for  his  wan- 
ton attempt  to  introduce  the  rights  of  slaves  upon  this 
floor,  and  by  avowing  he  held  a  paper  in  bis  pocket 
purporting  to  be  a  petition  from  alaves,  signed  by  twen- 
ty-two. Mr.  P.  said  this  admitted  that  he  had  commu- 
nication with  slaves,  and  was  evidence,  in  law,  of  collu- 
aion.  It  broke  down  the  principle  that  the  sUve  could 
only  be  known  through  his  master.  Fur  this  he  was  in- 
dictablej  under  statute,  for  aiding  and  abetting  insurrec- 
tion;-, and  for  such  conduct  is  he  not  amenable  to  the 
censure  of  this  Housed  The  privilege  of  speech  pro- 
tectcd  a  member  from  being  questioned  before  any  oth* 
er  tribunal,  but  does  not  exempt  him  from  being  quei« 
tioned  before  this  House* 


Mr.  P.  said,  if  this  House  was.  to  be  made  the  tribunal 
before  which  we  were  to  be  traduced  and  slandered,  if 
we  were  to  be  made  the  instruments  through  which  de« 
nunciation  and  falseliood  are  to  be  heaped  upon  one  half 
of  this  confederacy,  if  we  are  to  sit  here  and  have  our 
feelings  harrowed  up  and  wounded  by  those  who  pre- 
tend to  be  our  brethren,  belter,  far  better,  for  us  to 
grasp  the  pillars  that  support  the  noble  ediftce  of  our 
Union,  and  make  then  rock  and  totter  to  their  deepest 
foundation,  even  though  we,  together  with  the  Philis- 
tines, should  be  overwhelmed^and  perish  jn  one  universal 
ruin.  He  (Mr.  P.)  would  loathe  and  detest  to  hear  bis 
heart  beat,  if  it  could  beat,  with  orie  single  emotion  of 
affection  for  this  Union,  if  it  is  to  be  made  habitually  a 
veiiicle  of  abuse  and  imputation  upon  bis  constituents— « 
Union  that  is  to  bring  death  and  ruin  upon  my  own  home 
and  country.  He  would  not  use  moderate  language  on 
such  a  topic,  and  he  would  most  cheerfully  vote  for  the 
resolution  of  bis  colleague,  [Mr.  Thokpsov.]  Viewing, 
ss  he  did,  the  attempt  which  had  been  made  as  an  out- 
rage upon  this  House,  perpetrated  in  a  spirit  of  wanton- 
ness, sporting  with  the  feelings  of  those  who  were  here 
under  a  common  constitution,  with  equal  rights^  and  en- 
titled to  equal  respect,  he  looked  upon  such.conduot  as 
amenable  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  could  be  Shown  as 
aiding  and  abutting  insurrection.  When  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  day  get  abroad  throughout  the  country— that 
a  member  of  this  House  held  a  petition  from  slaves,  and 
was  here  the  avowed  and  ready  receptacle  of  such  pa- 
pers from  slaves,  what  might  be  the  consequences  no 
man  could  foretell. 

He  (Mr.  P.)  was  astonished  to  hear  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Habdiv,]  an  ablelajyyer,  maintain 
that  we  were  bound  to  receive  petitions  under  the  con- 
stitution. Mr.  P.  here  read  the  amendmeqt  i|>  the  con- 
stitution securing  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  as- 
semble and  petition  for  redreasof  grievances,  Scc;  and  then 
asked  if  we  were  engaged  in  passing  any  act  abridging 
the  freedom  of  speech,  or  the  right  of  the  people  peace- 
ably to  assemble  and  petition,  be.  He  contended  that, 
if  we  were  to  pass  such  an  act,  it  .would  be  null  and 
void,  because  unconstitutional;  and  this  win  the  meaning^ 
of  that  part  of  the  constitution;  but  when  they  peaceably 
assemble  and  petition,  their  rights  under  the  constitu- 
tion ended,  and  our  rights  under  the  sartie  instrument 
commenced.  As  well  might  it  be  urged  that  the  peti- 
tion must  necessarily  be  granted  i|nd  forced  through,  ka 
to  say  that  we  cannot  judge  of  the  propriety  of  its  recep- 
tion or  rejection;  we  roust  necessaplyjudge'of  the  pro- 
priety of  receiving  any  papers  whatever  |hat  may  be 
presented  to  our  judgment;  it  is  our  rig^t  and  duty,^ 
as  a  reflecting  or  rations!  assembly;  it  is  inherent.  And 
the  issue  made  upon  the  right  of  petition  is  merely  a  di- 
version intended  for  public  effect. 

Mr.  P.  then  made  some  other  remarks,  tending  to 
show  that  it  must  not  lie  supposed  that  lie  was  appre- 
hensive, or  feared  for  any  thing  that  might  be  brought 
upon  the  country.  No;  he^aid  that  Soutii  Carolina  had 
no  fears  on  this  subject;  she  knew  her  rights,  and,  know- 
ing them,  Was  resolved  to  maintain*  them,  or  to  perish  in 
the  attempt.  She  asks  no  favors  of  this  Government  on 
this  question;  and,  as  one  of  her  representatives,  he  proud- 
ly disdained  to  ask  any  forbearance  whatever.  He  knew 
the  power  of  this  Government,  and  the  rights  of  his 
country;  and  while  Souths  Carolina  was  prepared  to  de- 
fend tbe  latter,  she  defied  the  former. 

Mr.  CAMBRGLENG  observed  that  he  was  not  among 
the  number  of  those  who  despaired  of  the  safety  of  the 
Union,  let  the  hurricane  come  from  what  quarter  it 
would — from  the  North  or  from  the  South.  There  waa 
sufficient  virtue  and  power  among  a  large  population,  in 
every  quarter  of  the  Union,  to  keep  the  two  extremes 
from  breaking  down  the  pdl«tt  of  the  confederacy. 
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whether  threatened  with  fanaticism  on  the  one  hand,  or 
inturrection  on  the  other.  Thia  waa  the  first  time  he 
<Mr.  C.)  had  ever  risen  to  speak  upon  this  subject;  he 
bad  felt  as  g^ntleraen  from  the  South,  when  the  honors- 
ble  member  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Lswts]  presented  his 
resolution;  he  felr,  that  great  as  the  sacrifice  was  to 
bring  to  the  bar  of  this  House  one  who  bad  occupied  the 
highest  station  on  earth,  as  President  of  the  United 
States,  yet  thought  that  it  ought  to  be  made.  But  now, 
after  having  heard  the  explanation  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, {Mr.  Adaxs,]  he  viewed  the  subject  sltogether 
in  a  different  light.  It  appeared  to  him  that  that  gen- 
tleman [Mr.  Adaw]  had  been  hoaxed  by  some  young 
men  in  Fredericksburg.  The  two  gentlemen  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  PicxxHsand  Mr.  Thoxpsov]  must 
pardon  him  for  attaching  less  importance  to  this  whole 
affair  aa  it  now  stood,  and  if  he  could  not  treat  it  with 
the  same  solemnity.  The  venerable  gentleman  from 
Massschusetts  had  evidently  been  not  only  hoaxed  in  re- 
gard to  the  Fredericksburg  petition,  but  insulted  in  the 
very  petition  for  making  the  inquiry  about  which  he 
was  now  arraigned  before  the  House.  The  contents  of 
the  petition  were  known  in  this  House  before  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massschusetts  announced  them.  It  was 
manifebtly  designed  to  make  him  appear  ridiculous,  by 
presenting  a  petition  praying  for  his  own  expulsion.  It 
came  from  a  slaveholding  quarter,  and  was  no  doubt  de- 
signed to  insult  him  for  presenting  so  frequently  aboli- 
tion petitions. 

Mr.  DAWSON  called  upon  Mr.  Cambbilsvo  to  men- 
tion who  It  was  that  had  pbyed  this  hoaxi  whoever  it 
might  be,  he  ought  to  be  expelled  from  this  House. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  expressed  the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  be  would  not  answer  the 
question  aa  to  persons;  he  had  merely  heard  it  stated 
near  him  that  the  character  of  the  petition  was  known 
before  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  alluded  to  iU 
contents.  There  were  two  reasons  why  he  should  not 
vote  aa  he  had  firat  intended  to  have  done  for  the  resolu- 
tion of  censure:  the  first  was,  because,  viewing  the  mat- 
terinthe  light  he  had  placed  it,  he  thought  it  too  trifling 
a  matter  for  which  to  bring  one  who  had  been  President 
of  the  United  States  to  the  bar  of  the  House;  and  the 
•econd  reason  was,  because  that  gentleman  had,  by  the 
avowal  of  bis  hostility  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  this 
District,  made  some  atonement  for  the  diaorder  he  had 
occasioned  from  week  to  week  in  presenting  these  pe- 
titions. It  wss  due  to  the  gentleman  from  Massacbu- 
setu  to  say,  further,  that  he  took  the  occasion,  on  pre- 
senting the  first  petition  some  years  ago,  praying  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  this  District,  to  state  explicitly,  lest 
his  epinioas  might  be  misunderstood  by  the  petitioners 
and  the  country,  that  he  was  utterly  opposed  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petition;  he  had  distinctly  said  that  he 
viewed  the  subject  as  one  of  those,  cases  in  which  the 
remedy  was  to  be  considered  worse  than  the  disease. 
He  "(Mr.  C.)  should,  therefore,  with  these  views  of  the 
case,  not  now  give  bis  vote  to  the  proposition  for  cen- 
suring that  honorable  gentleman,  [Mr.  Adams.] 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  thought  that  what  had  fallen  from 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Vlr.  Pjlttov,]  so  far  from 
being  a  satisfactory  explanation,  only  helped  to  make 
the  matter  worse. 

[Mr.  Pjlttov  explained.  When  he  (Mr.  P.)  saw  the 
House  proceeding  with  haste  and  warmth,  he  had  mere- 
ly risen  to  express  his  opinion  that  perhaps  it  would  be 
necessary  first  to  know  if  we  had  the  facts;  he  (Mr.  P.) 
did  not  know  what  the  facts  were,  but  he  felt  that  it  waa 
undoubtedly  necesssry  that,  in  such  a  case,  the  House 
ought  firat  to  be  assured  of  the  facto.] 

Mr.  G.  proceeded.    He  (Mr.  G.)  would,  after  the  ex- 
planation he  had  heard,  confine  himself  to  the  statement 
which  had  been  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Massacbu- 
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setto,  [Mr.  A  daks.]  That  gentleman  knew  well,  by  his 
own  showing,  that,  when  he  asked  for  information  from 
the  Chair  on  tins  subject,  he  was  entering  upon  that 
which  was  calculated  deeply  to  wound  the  feelings  of 
the  South;  it  was  obvious,  therefore,  that  his  intention 
had  been  to  inflict  a  wound;  and  why,  he  (Mr.  G.)  would 
inquire,  why  should  be  have  asked  such  a  question  of 
of  the  Chair,  when  he  must  have  known  what  would  be 
the  answer f  His  intentions  being  evidently  such,  name- 
ly, to  cast  a  spark  which  would  immediately  kindle  into 
a  flame,  he  should  feel  himself  recreant  to  every  proper 
feeling  of  the  heart  and  mind,  if  he  did  not  give  bis  vote 
for  this  resolution. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  said  that,  from  the  peculiar  position 
in  which  he  stood  in  relation  to  this  question,  he  was  con- 
strained to  throw  himself  upon  the  indulgence  of  the 
House.  He  concurred  entirely  with  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  [Mr.  La  wis,]  that  this  subject  ought  not  to  be 
discussed  by  Southern  members.  Opposed,  as  he  alwaya 
was,  to  the  agitation  of  the  subject  of  sisvery-on  that 
floor,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  now,  more  than 
ever,  under  the  extraordinary  circumstances  of  the  pres- 
ent case,  no  Southern  delegate  should  have  ssid  a  word. 
I'he  decision  of  the  question  should  have  been  left  en- 
tirely to  the  members  from  the  non-slaveholding  portiona 
of  the  Union.  He  was  sure  that,  if  the  deciaion  waa  lefb 
to  them,  without  any  of  that  excited  debate  which  alwaya 
injures  a  cause,  however  intrinsically  good,  the  enlight- 
ened patriotism  and  liberal  feeling  of  the  members  from 
the  non-slave  holding  States  would  have  done  all  that  waa 
neceasary  either  to  satisfy  the  injured  feelings  of  the 
South,  or  to  maintain  the  order  and  dignity  of  that  hon- 
orable House,  both  of  which  had  been  outraged  by  the 
extraordinary  conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr«  Adaxs,]  against  whom  resolutions  of  censure 
had  been  moved.  But,  instead  of  simply  demanding  the 
action  of  the  House  upon  this  matter,  and  having  the 
seal  of  its  reprobation  placed  instantly  and  promptly  up- 
on the  indignity  that  had  been  offered  both  to  the  South 
and  to  the  House,  member  after  member  had  risen,  speech 
after  speech  had  been  made,  resolution  upon  resolution 
Lad  been  offered,  by  Southern  members,  until  excite- 
ment had  risen  to  the  very  highest  pitch;  and,  now,  what 
was  the  consequence^  Why,  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts tells  us  that,  if  the  gentlemen  who  have  moved 
these  resolutions  wish  to  have  him  censured  by  the 
House,  they  must  modify  their  resolutions,  by  striking 
out  all  that  relates  to  the  abolition  of  slavery;  for  the 
petition  which  had  caused  all  this  excitement  not  only 
does  not  pray  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  but  prays  for  directly  the  reverse,  and  even 
denounces  him  [Mr.  Adams]  for  intermeddling  with  the 
subject.  It  seems,  then,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  that  the  petition 
which  the  gentleman  offered  to  present  is  not  a  petition 
in  point  of  fact;  that  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  quiz,  or 
hoax,  which  has  been  played  off  upon  the  gentleman 
himself;  and  that,  probably,  in  retaliation  for  the  joke 
practised  on  himself,  he  determined  to  carry  it  still  fur- 
ther, by  playing  it  off  upon  the  House.  But  whether 
the  petition  was  genuine  or  not;  whether  it  prayed  for 
the  abolition  of  sUvery,  or  the  expulsion  of  the  gentle- 
man himself;  snd  whether  the  gentleman  was  in  jest  or 
earnest,  his  conduct  was  unquestionably  reprehensible* 
and  such  as  ought  to  be  visited  with  the  severest  censure 
of  the  House.  If  the  petition  was  genuine,  it  was  an  in* 
dignity  to  the  House  to  have  offered  to  present  it,  pur- 
porting, as  it  did,  to  come  from  slaves.  Does  not  the 
gentleman  know  that  the  right  of  petition  only  attaches 
to  the  free  white  people  of  the  Union,  and  that  aUvea 
can  only  be  beard  in  a  legislative  body  through  tbeagea- 
cy  of  their  owners  f  But  if  the  petition  was  a  hoax,  then 
the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  was  still  more  unjustifia-, 
ble.    It  was  adding  insult  to  injury:  first,  by  Greatii|g  the 
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impression  that  it  was  a  genuine  petition,  and  pro- 
ducing a  scene  of  unparalleled  excitement  in  the  House; 
and  then,  as  if  he  revelled  in  the  tempest  he  had  raised, 
turning  it  all  into  ridicule,  by  telling  us  now,  after  a  pro- 
tracted debate  of  several  hours,  that  the  petition  is  in  fa- 
vor of  filaveiy,  not  against  it,  and  that  it  was  more  against 
himself  than  any  thing  else.  The  gentleman,  if  such  ia 
bis  disposition,  may  enjoy  this  joke,  and  enjoy  this  scenes 
but  farces  of  this  kind  neither  suit  the  humor  of  the 
slaveholding  States,  nor  comport  with  the  character  and 
dignity  of  the  Legislature  of  the  nation.  But  the  gen- 
tleman says  he  did  not  present  this  petition,  nor  offer  to 
present  it;  he  only  stated  that  he  had  such  a  petition,  and 
inquired  of  the  Chair  whether  it  would  come  under  the 
order  of  the  House,  by  which  all  papers  relating  to  sla- 
very are  directed  to  be  laid  upon  the  table,  without 
printing  or  commitment,  or  any  action  whatsoever. 

It  would  seem,  then,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  that  this  notable 
hoax  of  a  slave  memorial  was  an  ingenious  device,  by 
which  the  gentleman  had  attempted  to  manifest  his  con- 
tempt for  an  order  solemnly  adopted  by  this  House,  un- 
der the  pitiful  pretext  that  because  the  said  hoax  had 
reference  to  slavery,  it  must,  therefore,  be  received  and 
laid  upon  the  table,  as  included  in  the  general  and  com- 
prehensive scope  of  the  aforesaid  order.  If  this  was  the 
object  of  the  gentleman,  so  far  from  mending  the  mat- 
ter, it  only  made  it  worse;  for,  according  to  his  own 
showing,  he  had  not  only  offended  the  House,  in  ear- 
nest, or  tiifled  with  it,  if  in  jest,  but,  in  either  case,  bad 
determined,  if  possible,  to  throw  ridicule  upon  a  resolu- 
tion which  the  House  had  thought  proper  to  adopt  for 
its  own  governance,  in  relation  to  all  papers  connected 
with  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery.  Mr.  P.  had 
no  doubt  that  this  laudable  motive  was  duly  appreciated 
by  the  House,  and  that  they  would  manifest  their  high 
sense  of  the  ingenuity  of  the  gentleman  in  the  manner 
that  became  them.  But  it  was  not  Mr.  P's  object  to 
discuss  the  conduct  of  that  gentleman;  that  had  been  am- 
ply done  by  others.  He  rose  for  another  and  a  very  dif- 
ferent purpose;  one  somewhat  personally  affecting  him- 
self, and  but  for  which  he  would  not  have  troubled  the 
House  with  a  single  observation.  Pointed  allusions, 
which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  notice,  had  been  made  by 
two  gentlemen  to  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, in  relation  to  abolition,  and  of  which  he  was  proud 
that  he  had  been  the  mover.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Gbaitgxb]  had  endeavored  to  prove  that  the 
attempt  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Ad- 
ams] to  offer  a  petition  from  slaves,  and  all  the  mischief 
and  excitement  produced  by  that  attempt,  were  all  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  to  which 
be  had  just  adverted.  Such  an  argument  was  scarcely 
worthy  of  serious  refutation;  but,  coming  from  the  high 
source  it  did,  he  could  not  permit  it  to  pass  unnoticed. 
Strictly  speaking,  Mr.  P.  had  no  connexion  with  the  or- 
der or  resolution  recently  adopted  and  now  in  force. 
The  Speaker  had  decided  that  the  resolution  adopted 
last  session  ceased  its  operation  with  the  termination  of 
that  session.  The  resolution  now  in  force  was  moved  by 
Mr.  Ha  WIS,  a  member  from  Kentucky.  Mr.  P.  did 
not  say  this  by  way  of  avoiding  any  responsibility  con- 
nected with  that  movement;  far  from  it.  He  had  voted 
for  the  resolution  most  cordially,  because  it  was  identical 
with  the  one  adopted  last  session,  and  which  originated 
with  himself.  Nay,  more:  he  had  intended  to  have  re- 
hewed  that  proposition  this  session,  but  was  anticipated 
by  the  member  from  Kentucky.  A  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Btitum]  had  the  floor  upon  the 
question  of  reception,  raised  upon  a  memorial  presented 
by  the  member  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Asaxs.]  He 
bad  spoken  on  one  Monday,  and  was  to  have  concluded 
on  the  next.  Courtesy  demanded  the  postponement  of  I 
the  resolution  until  he  should  hayc  had  an  opportunity  I 


to  complete  his  argument,  and  it  was  delayed  accord- 
ingly. The  member  ftt>m  North  Carolina  knew  of  Mr. 
P's  intention,  and  of  his  motive  for  delaying  its  execu- 
tion, because  he  bad  communicated  with  him  on  the  sub- 
ject. [Mr.  Btitux  signified  assent.]  But,  as  be  had 
already  stated,  he  was  anticipated  by  the  the  member 
from  Kentucky.  The  resolution,  notwithstanding,  had 
had  his  most  cordial  eoneurrenoe;  and,  if  gentlemen  de- 
sired to  lay  it  to  his  door,  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  as- 
sume its  paternity.  Considering  the  present  resolutioDy 
then,  and  the  one  adopted  last  session,  as  one  and  the 
same,  an)d  himself  responsible  therefor,  what  was  the  hic- 
tory  of  that  much-abused  resolution?  Every  gentleman 
recollects  the  occurrences  that  transpired  last  session. 
After  three  montha  of  extraordinary  excitement,  arising 
from  a  most  injudicious  contest  on  the  question  of  recep- 
tion, or,  in  other  words,  on  the  great  oonstitutional 
question  of  the  right  of  petition,  a  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed by  the  House,  referring  all  abolition  roemorisls  to  a 
select  eommitteei  with  instructions  to  report  that  Con- 
gress cannot  interfere  with  the  institution  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbis,  because  it  would  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  publie  faith,  and  dangerous  to  the  existence 
of  this  Union.  That  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  very 
large  majority;  and  when  the  committee  submitted  their 
report,  another  resolution,  recommended  by  the  commit- 
tee, was  subsequently  adopted  by  the  House,  directing 
that  all  abolition  papers  should,  without  being  printed  or 
referred,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  that  no  further  ac- 
tion whatever  should  be  had  thereon.  By  the  adoption  of 
the  first  resolution,  particularly  when  taken  in  eonnex- 
ion  with  the  report  of  the  committee,  the  faith  of  the 
nation  was  solemnly  pledged  to  the  slaveholding  Ststei 
that  no  interference  whatever  would  be  attempted,  on 
the  part  of  the  Federal  Governments  with  the  inslitution 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  By  the  adoption 
of  the  second,  an  equally  solemn  assurance  was  given 
that  no  further  agitation  of  the  subject  of  slavery  would 
be  permitted  within  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. The  latter  was  an  appropriate  corollary  to  the  for- 
mer, and  showed  conclusively  that  the  House  did  not  in- 
tend to  **  hold  the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear,  and  break 
it  to  tbe  hope."  The  great  object  of  all  those  proceed- 
ings was  to  allay  excitement,  to  repress  tbe  fanatical 
spirit  of  abolitionism,  to  restore  harmony  to  our  distract- 
ed countryi  and  to  strengthen  and  burnish  that  beauti- 
ful constitutional  compact  which  binds  us  in  unity  as  a  fam- 
ily of  States.  And  that  object  has  been  attained.  Tbe 
resolutions  alluded  to  were  satisfiactory  to  the  South  and 
satisfiictory  to  the  North.  Their  success  succeeded  tbe 
expectations  of  their  most  sanguine  advocates.  Every 
thing  that  has  occurred  since  the  last  session  of  Congreaa 
aflToras  abundant  evidence  of  this.  Abolition  meetings 
and  lectures  were  incomparably  fewer  and  less  numer- 
ous than  formerly.  Several  Lqpslaturea  of  tbe  non- 
slaveholding  States  had  adopted  admirable  and  patriotic 
resolutions  against  tbe  abolitionists^  and  in  fiver  of  tbe 
constitutional  righta  of  the  Southern  States*  as  regards 
their  peculiar  domestic  polity.  The  spirit  of  the  peo- 
ple every  where  was  against  abolition.  It  was  manifest- 
ly going  down,  though,  in  its  dissolution,  it  heaved  and 
struggled  with  oonvulsive  agony.  This  was  clearly 
proved  by  the  comparative  fewness  and  exclusive  char- 
acter of  the  memorials  presented  to  the  House  this  ses- 
sion. They  are  decidedly  fewer  than  those  presented 
last  session,  and,  with  only  two  or  three  exceptions,  are 
ail  signed  by  women  and  children.  This  is  a  remarka- 
ble fact,  and  well  worthy  of  attention.  Last  year  there 
were  upwards  of  20,000  male  signaturesi  now  we  have 
scarcely  any  thing  but  female.  Tbe  fact  is  undeniable 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  last  seesion  have  been  pro- 
ductive of  immense  advantage.  They  have  roused  tlie 
patriotism  of  tbe  nation,  and  chained  down  fanaticism  in 
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itfl  den  of  darknen.  But  it  Is  beeauie  the  spirit  of  abo- 
lition is  thas  repressed  and  kept  down  by  the  resolutions 
of  this  House  that  it  struggles  and  screams  as  it  does 
with  demoniac  rage.  Its  element  is  agiution,  its  life- 
blood  is  excitement.  Gi?e  it  the  question  of  reception — 
give  it  a  daily  contest  on  the  right  of  petition— produce 
constant  confusion  and  turmoil  here — produce  a  corre- 
sponding spirit  in  every  section  of  the  Union— and  this 
i«  all  it  wants  and  all  it  asks.  Like  the  abhorrent 
animal  that  preys  on  corpses^  it  thrives  and  fattens  on 
the  distresses  of  the  country.  All  that  it  asks  is  to  kin- 
dle a  flame  at  the  Capitol  that  may  consume  the  Union. 
Allow  it  to  do  that,  and  its  work  is  done.  Allow  it  to  do 
that»  and  it  will  soon  *'  cry  Hecate,  and  let  slip  the  dogs 
of  war."  But  repress  agitation — ^give  no  scope  for  tur- 
moil— nail  the  memorials  to  th^  table — allow  no  discus- 
sion or  action  on  them — and  having  nothing  to  go  on, 
no  flame  to  fan,  no  strife  to  stir,  it  must  necessarily 
droop  and  die,  and  soon  cease  tu  infect  us  with  its  pestif- 
erous breath .  This  is  not  only  the  language  of  common 
sense,  but  it  is  the  testimony  of  experience.  We  have 
the  evidence  of  this  session,  and  of  the  last  six  months^ 
to  prove  that  abolition  has  decreased  and  is  decreasing. 
And  this  result  has  been  produced  by  the  resolutions  of 
this  House;  and  it  is  because  this  result  has  been  pro- 
duced, and  because  slavery  can  no  longer  be  made  the 
•ubject  of  agitation  and  excitement,  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  last  session  is  now  assailed  on  all  sides  with 
unwonted  bitterness  and  fury. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  GsiirosB]  re- 
grets that  Mr.  Asaxs  should  have  offered  to  present  a 
memorial  from  shives,  but  ascribes  it  entirely  to  the  cir- 
cumstance that  the  resolution  now  in  force  requires 
that  all  papers  relating  to  s1avery,>or  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  shall  be  laid  upon  the  table.  This  was  the  ar- 
gument of  Mr.  Adaks  himself.  But  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  is  mistaken.  The  resolution  is  answer- 
able for  no  such  consequence.  In  the  first  place,  this 
slave  memorial  has  not  been  received,  and  never  will  be. 
It  has  not  been  laid  upon  the  table,  and  never  will  be. 
It  does  not  come  within  the  order  of  the  House,  nor 
ever  will.  This  answer  is  sufficient.  The  objection  to 
the  resolution  is  scattered  to  the  winds.  But  again:  the 
resolution  necessarily  embraces  only  those  who  are  con- 
stitutionally entitled  to  address  this  House.  It  relates 
exclusively  to  the  free  white  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  Slaves  are  not  entitled  to  petition.  They  are 
not  known  to  the  Federal  Government.  They  cannot 
approach  it,  nor  can  the  Government  legislate  for  them. 
Even  in  the  slaveholding  States,  a  slave  can  only  ap- 
proach the  Legislature  through  the  intervention  of  his 
master.  He  has  no  right  to  petition  for  himself.  How 
absurd,  then,  to  suppose  that  he  can  petition  here !  If 
he  had  a  right  to  petition.  Congress  would  have  the 
correlative  right  to  hear  him.  But  Congress  cannot 
hear  him,  cannot  act  for  him,  and  therefore  it  is  de- 
monstrable that,  as  Congress  cannot  hear  him,  he  can- 
not have  a  right  to  be  heard.  Who  ever  dreamt,  when 
that  resolution  was  adopted,  that  any  member  of  this 
House  would  so  far  forget  its  dignity  as  to  endeavor  to 
evade  the  resolution,  or  to  cast  contempt  upon  it,  by 
attempting  to  introduce  a  memorial  from  negroes!  Mr. 
p.  said  he  would  just  as  soon  have  supposed  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusejlts  would  have  offered  a  me- 
morial from  a  cow  or  a  horse — for  be  might  as  well  be 
the  organ  of  one  species  of  property  as  another.  Slaves 
were  property.  They  were  not  only  recognised  as  such 
by  the  laws  of  the  slaveholding  States,  but  by  the  fed- 
eral constitution  itself.  This  could  easily  be  shown  by 
reference  to  various  provisions  in  that  instrument,  bear- 
ing on  this  subject.  But  the  subject  itself  was  too  ab- 
surd for  argument.  Not  a  single  member,  he  was  sure, 
one  only  excepted,  could  be  persuaded  to  think  serious- 


ly of  the  right  of  a  s^ave  to  memorial ze  that  House;  and 
he  would  therefore  say  nothing  further  upon  that  point. 
But  again:  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Gbav- 
OBB,]  after  denouncing  the  resolution,  contends  that  the 
only  true  way  to  treat  the  subject  of  abolition  is  to  al- 
low every  memorial  to  be  considered  on  its  meriti^  and 
to  be  received  or  rejected,  as  the  House  may  think 
proper  to  determine,  after  a  manly  trial  of  the  issue  on 
the  question  of  reception.  No  doubt  (said  Mr.  P.) 
every  abolition  journal  in  the  country  is  of  the  same 
opinion.  Mr.  P.  said  he  had  recently  been  favored  by 
the  editor  of  <'  The  Friend  of  Man,"  with  a  number  of 
that  paper.  It  contained  a  long  review  of  the  report  he 
had  submitted  to  the  House,  at  the  last  session,  on  the 
subject  of  abolition.  It  not  only  condemned  that  re- 
port, but  assailed  Mr.  P.  himself,  in  the  most  bitter  and 
unsparing  terms.  It  insisted  that  the  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  the  House  were  equivalent  to  a  denial  of  the 
right  of*  petition,  and  charged  the  House  with  cruelty 
and  despotism,  arguing  very  naturally  that  the  right  to 
petition  \%  a  nullity,  if,  after  the  memorials  are  received, 
they  are  deposited  quietly  in  the  tomb  of  the  Capulets, 
with  no  hope  of  resurrection  from  their  sleep  of  dea*b. 
And  it  had  a  great  deal  about  the  rights  of  freemen,  and 
the  insolence  of  slaveholders,  and  the  base  servility  of 
the  House,  declaring  unequivocally  that  it  would  rather 
see  the  Union  dissolved  than  that  the  free  citizens  of 
the  free  States  should  be  forced  to  succumb  to  slaves. 
But  then  it  went  most  manfully  for  the  question  of  re- 
ception— the  editor,  no  doubt,  chuckling  at  the  recol- 
lection of  the  memorable  vote  of  three  fourths  and 
more  by  which  the  South  was  defeated  in  the  Senate. 
But  the  question  of  reception  is  the  true  issue.  So 
says  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  So  say  the  abo- 
litionists. So  say  certain  gentlemen  from  the  slavehold- 
ing States.  We  must  not  fight  the  principle  of  abolition, 
but  the  right  of  petition.  We  must  not  repress  the  ac- 
tual movements  of  the  fanatics,  but  give  them  every  ad- 
vantage that  we  can  by  making  factitious  issues  upon  ab- 
stract points.  We  must  not  meet  them  upon  grounds 
on  which  we  are  able  to  conquer  them,  but  on  those 
grounds  only  on  which  they  are  most  sure  to  conquer  us. 
Well,  gentlemen  have  had  their  will.  Their  true  issue 
has  been  made.  The  question  of  reception  has  been 
foreed  upon  the  House,  as  it  was  upon  the  Senate  and 
the  South,  a  second  timei  has  been  most  signally  defeat- 
ed. And  bow  have  the  abolitionists  borne  their  triumph  f 
He  would  tell  the^House.  Another  paper,  "TheEman- 
cipatorj''  had  been  very  kindly  sent  him.  It  hailed  with 
ecstasy  the  "  glorious  news  from  Washington."  It  sung 
lo  pasan  to  the  victory  that  had  been  gained  at  last 
over  **the  nuUifiers  of  the  South."  It  rallied  its  forces 
to  a  renewed  conflict  with  <*  the  dark  spirit  of  slavery." 
It  called  upon  them  to  exert  all  their  energies  in  the 
transmission  of  memorials  to  Congress.  The  enemy  was 
beaten;  the  Capitol  was  theirsi  they  had  only  to  enter, 
and  possess  the  spoils.  It  was  a  remarkable  fact,  that 
before  that^ssue  was  made,  very  few  abolition  memorials 
had  been  sent  to  be  presented  to  the  House.  The  gen- 
eral understanding  was,  that,  under  the  resolutions  of 
the  last  session,  every  memorial  of  that  kind  would  be 
instantly  laid  upon  the  table,  there  to  lie  untouched  for- 
ever; and  under  that  gloomy  and  discouraging  prospect^ 
even  the  indomitable  spirit  of  fanaticism  had  no  heart  to 
send  them.  But  the  moment  the  abolitionists  had  beard 
that  the  Chair  had  decided  that  the  resolution  of  the  last 
session  expired  with  the  expiration  of  the  session,  and,  in 
addition  to  that,  that  the  question  of  reception  had  been 
tried  and  carried  in  their  favor,  they  revived  from  the  dead, 
.  shook  off  their  despondency, renewed  the  contest  with  re- 
doubled vigor,  and  began  to  pour  in  the  memorials  with 
which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  entertained 
and  edified  the  House  for  the  last  three  weeks.    Such 
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\rere  the  fruits  of  the  true  issue,  as  gentlemen  were 
pleased  to  teroi  it.  Mr.  P.  said  he  thanked  Heaven  he 
had  no  participation  in  the  production  of  those  fruits. 
He  thanked  Heaven  thai  the  incendiary  fanatics,  against 
whom  he  had  contended  faithfully,  had  never  boasted  of 
advantages  that  he  had  given  them,  nor  proclaimed  a 
triumph  which  they  had  been  enabled  to  achieve  through 
his  instrumentality.  It  was  his  peculiar  fortune  to  be 
abused  and  vilified  by  a  certain  portion  of  the  South  on 
the  one  side,  and  by  all  the  abolitionists  upon  the  other. 
It  troubled  not  his  peace.  He  had  an  approving  con- 
science of  which  nothing  could  deprive  him,  and  was 
determined  to  move  on  calmly  in  the  even  tenor  of  his 
way.  He  knew  that  justice  would  jet  be  done  him, 
even  by  those  who  now  denounced  him,  and  he  would 
continue  to  protect  their  interests,  in  spite  of  their 
curses,  and  regardless  of  their  enmity. 

It  was  the  lot  of  others,  on  the  contrary,  to  be  lauded 
by  that  portion  of  the  South  who  were  displeasH  with 
bim»  and  also  by  the  very  incendiary  enemy  with  whom 
they  were  contending  for  the  rights  and  welfare  of  the 
injured  South.  He  did  not  pretend  to  account  for  this 
remarkable  coincidence.  Conscious  of  the  purity  of  his 
own  motives,  he  never  cast  imputations  upon  (he  mo- 
tives of  others.  It  was  true  there  were  many  things  in 
the  political  operations  of  the  present  day  that  passed 
his  comprehension;  but  still  he  was  willing  to  believe 
that  it  was  more  the  result  of  his  own  obtuseness  of  in- 
tellect than  of  any  thing  wrong  in  the  operations  them- 
selves. He  was  a  Southerner,  but  he  could  not  under- 
stand why  papers,  professedly  devoted  to  the  South, 
should  hail  the  election  of  individuals  friendly  to  aboli- 
tion as  political  triumphs,  nor  why  Southerners  and 
abolitionists  should  choose  the  same  mode  of  action, 
leading  invariably  to  the  advantajre  of  the  latter.  He 
was  a  free-trade  man,  but  he  could  not  understand  why 
papers,  professing  free-trade  principles,  should  be  op- 
posed to  a  reduction  of  high  protective  duties,  and  be 
constantly  filled  with  speeches  and  essays  in  favor  of  the 
manufacturers,  and  the  obligation  of  the  Government  to 
sustain  their  monopoly.  He  was  a  strict  constructionist, 
but  he  could  not  understand  upon  what  principle  of 
strict  construction  those  professing  the  doctrine  acted, 
who  advocated  the  continuance  of  an  enormous  surplus 
in  the  Treasury,  with  a  view  to  its  distribution  among 
the  States,  rather  than  a  reduction  of  unnecessary  and 
oppressive  taxes  to  the  legitimate  necessities  of  Govern- 
ment. He  was  a  State-rights  man,  but  he  could  not 
understand  why  the  admission  of  Michigan  was  opposed 
because  she  was  a  State,  nor  why  the  voice  of  her  peo- 
ple was  to  be  rejected,  because  iht-y  had  chosen  to 
assemble  in  convention,  in  their  sovereign  capacity, 
without  the  permission  of  their  Legislature.  He  held 
that  the  power  of  the  people  was  supreme,  and  that 
constitutions  and  legislatures  were  but  organized  expres- 
sions of  thefr  will,  and  authorized  agents  to  execute  their 
pleasure.  He  certainly  would  not  venture  to  say  to  the 
people  of  South  Cbrolina  that  they  had  no  right  to  as- 
semble in  convention,  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  if  the 
Legislature  of  their  State  should  presumptuously  forbid 
it.  And  what  he  would  assert  and  maintain  for  his 
own  State,  he  did  not  feel  warranted  to  deny  to  the 
people  of  Michigan.  He  saw  no  anarchy  in  their  con- 
duct. He  saw  nothing  but  a  peaceful  and  rightful  as- 
semblage of  the  people,  fur  the  lawful  purpope  of  giving 
their  assent  to  the  act  of  Congress,  and  wiib  the  laudable 
design  of  effecting  their  admission  into  the  confederacy 
of  the  States.  In  his  humble  judgment,  to  have  reject- 
ed her  application  for  admission  would  have  been  con- 
duct infinitely  more  liable  to  the  charge  of  anarchy  and 
revolution.  She  would  then  have  been  a  State,  but  out 
of  the  Union)  and  Congress  in  that  event  would  not  only 
have  diamembered  the  Union  of  a  large  portion  of  iif 


territory,  but  would  have  erected  a  separate  and  inde- 
pendent State,  in  the  bosom  of  the  confederacy,  not 
subject  to  the  laws  of  the  Federal  Government,  but  at 
full  liberty  to  pursue  whatever  career  she  pleased,  no 
matter  what  confusion  or  disorder  might  have  resulted 
from  her  movements. 

But  to  return  to  the  resolution  relating  to  abolition. 
One  assailant,  he  would  have  supposed,  might  have  been 
sufficient  to  destroy  so  poor  a  breastwork,  especially 
when  that  assailant  was  the  distinguished  member  from 
New  York.  But  It  still  stood  firm;  ay,  as  firm  as  the 
pillars  of  honesty  and  truth;  and,  therefore,  one  of  hia 
colleagues  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pickshs]  had  come 
to  the  aid  of  that  honorable  member.  He,  too,  had  de- 
nounced the  resolution.  He  had  called  it  «  miserable," 
"pitiful,"  and,  following  the  example  of  the  honorable 
member  from  New  York,  had  endeavored  to  demon- 
strate that  it  was  owing  to  that  resolution  that  Mr.  Adavb 
had  acted  as  he  had  done,  and  that  all  the  unpleasant  and 
exciting  scenes  of  the  day  had  happened. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  cared  nothing  for  the  epithets  his  col- 
league had  thought  proper  to- apply  to  that  resolution. 
Kpithets  were  not  argument,  and  argument  was  neces- 
sary to  prove  that  the  epithets  were  warranted.  But  he 
would  tell  his  colleague  one  thing.  The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Hawss,]  who  introduced  the  resolution, 
was  not  present  to  defend  it.  He  would  tell  him  another 
thing.  It  had  been  adopted  by  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  House;  and,  therefore,  if  it  was  really 
pitiful,  there  were  so  many  to  divide  the  censure,  that 
scarcely  any  one  would  feel  its  weight.  He  would  tell 
him  yet  another  thing.  It  was  adopted  by  an  over- 
whelming majority  of  the  Representatives  from  the  slave- 
holding  States;  and,  therefore,  if  all  who  voted  for  it 
were  disloyal  to  the  South,  she  might  indeed  be  consid- 
ered as  having  been  surrendered  to  the  enemy.  There 
were  on  that  floor  upwards  of  a  hundred  slaveholdihg 
delegates,  and  of  all  that  number  not  more  than  sixteen 
had  voted  against  the  resolution;  upwards  of  eighty  on 
the  one  side,  and  sixteen  on  the  other.  Mr.  P.  said  he 
did  not  pi'ofess  to  understand  the  interests  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  better  than  other  members  from  those 
States,  and  he  was,  therefore,  sincerely  rejoiced  at  the 
almost  undivided  support  that  his  miserable  resolution 
had  received  from  the  slaveholding  interest  within  those 
walls.  Miserable  as  it  might  be,  the  support  that  had 
been  given  it  showed  the  absolute  necessity  for  its  adop- 
tion. It  showed  its  importance  and  its  policy.  More 
than  that,  it  showed  its  great  and  growing  popularity. 
At  the  last  session,  the  slaveholding  vote  in  favor  of  this 
resolution  was,  perhaps,  not  more  than  two  thirds;  now, 
it  is  more  than  four  fifths.  This  great  increase  of  slave- 
holding  votes  would  not  have  taken  place  but  for  the 
fiivor  the  resolution  has  acquired  in  the  slaveholding 
States.  It  is  its  strength  with  the  people  that  has  caused 
their  delegates  to  rally  around  it  with  such  unanimity 
and  ardor.  And  that  strength  will  increase  still  more. 
The  occurrences  of  this  very  day  will  increase  it.  If  any 
thing  on  earth  can  show  the  necessity  of  laying  abolition 
papers  on  the  table  without  printing,  reference,  or  ac- 
tion of  any  kind  whatever,  it  is  the  extraordinary  legis- 
lative pluy  that  has  this  day  been  enacted  on  this  thea- 
tre; the  tragedy,  the  farce,  the  painful  excitement,  the 
ludicrous  burlesque,  the  contempt  and  ridicule  brought 
upon  this  House,  and  the  deep  disgrace  inflicted  on  our 
country.  Mr.  P.  said  he  would  tell  his  colleague  yet 
another  thing.  That  same  miserable  resolution  had  been 
sustained  by  a  decided  majority  of  Charleston  district. 
The  late  congressional  canvass  turned  exclusively  upon 
the  abolition  question.  True,  he  had  lost  hi.«  election  by 
a  very  small  majority.  But  the  approval  of  his  conduct, 
by  a  majority  of  the  voters,  was  equally  true,  notwith- 
standing.   A  large  number  of  tbove  who  voted  for  hia 
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competitor  tre  known  to  have  approved  it,  and  would 
have  voted  for  bim  (Mr.  P.)  against  any  other  individual 
in  the  district. 

Mr.  P.  said  his  respected  competitor  himself  had 
openly  expressed  bis  concurrence  in  his  course,  and  he 
rejoiced  that  that  course  would  be  sustained  hereafter 
by  intellect  and  eloquence  so  admirably  calculated  to 
Bustain  it.  Yes,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  I  g^lory  in  that  course.  I 
glory  in  that  resolution.  I  glory  that  for  once,  at  least, 
in  my  life,  I  looked  to  the  true  welfare  of  the  South,  in 
connexion  with  the  happiness  and  harmony  of  our  whole 
common  country.  I  am  proud  that,  in  having  pursued 
that  course,  I  have  been  cheered  by  the  cordial  **  well 
done"  of  heads  as  sound  and  hearts  as  pure  as  any  that 
undertook  to  proscribe  me,  here  or  elsewhere;  of  ven- 
erable revolutionary  patriotst  of  as  Intelligent  and  high- 
minded  merchants  and  mechanics  as  ever  did  honor  by 
their  spirit  and  enterprise  to  anv  city  upon  the  earth;  of 
those  gallant  volunteers  who  flew,  at  the  first  cry  for 
help,  to  rescue  their  brethren  of  Florida  from  the  mur- 
derous tomahawk  and  scalping-knife;  and  of  those  gen- 
erous and  patriotic  adopted  citizens,  who  always  prove 
themselves  the  very  best  natives  when  their  adopted 
country  demands  their  services.  Mr.  P.  said  he  would 
trouble  the  House  with  only  one  word  more.  There 
were  two  acts  of  his  life  he  should  always  remember  with 
peculiar  pleasure:  the  one  was  the  miserable  resolution, 
which,  miserable  as  it  was,  had  so  far  kept  down  aboli- 
tion that  not  all  the  efforts  of  fanatics  and  agitators  could 
remove  the  pressures  and  the  other,  that  it  was  on  his 
inotion  that  tne  first  colonization  memorial,  praying  for 
the  aid  and  interference  of  this  Ck>vernment,  had  been 
laid  upon  the  table;  the  vote  upon  that  question  being 
recorded  on  the  journal.  And  he  would  take  this  occa- 
sion to  enter  his  protest  against  any  further  efforts  to  ob- 
tain such  aid.  Congress  has  no  more  constitutional  au- 
thority to  apply  the  public  revenue  in  aid  of  colonization 
than  of  abolition  societies,  and  the  first  appropriation  of 
this  kind  in  behalf  of  the  one  may  well  be  regarded  as 
an  entering  wedge  to  similar  expenditures  in  relation  to 
the  other.  He  hoped  that  the  friends  of  the  cause  would 
discountenance  such  applications.  It  was  the  most  im- 
politic course  that  could  be  adopted  as  regards  the  sta- 
bility and  utility  of  the  cause  itself.  The  people  of  the 
South  will  never  tolerate  any  interference  by  the  Fed- 
eral Government  with  any  operation  in  which  negroes 
are  involved.  By  connecting  this  cause  with  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  it  will  assuredly  become  odious  to  the 
great  body  of  the  people,  and  multitudes  who  now 
cheerfully  support  it  will  become  its  foes.  Colonization 
if  exclusively  a  State  concern.  It  belongs  entirely  to 
the  individual  States  and  to  the  people.  The  State 
Legislatures,  if  they  choose,  may  sustain  it  from  their 
treasuries.  They  have  the  right  to  do  so;  hut  Congress 
has  no  such  right;  nor  will  the  people  of  the  South  ever 
submit  to  be  taxed  that  the  proceeds  of  the  taxes  may 
be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  their  slaves,  with  a  view 
to  their  emancipation  or  removal  into  Africa.  As  to  ab- 
olition, he  would  only  remark,  that  while  others  strug- 
gle to  create  excitement,  he  would  endeavor  to  prevent 
It;  while  others  are  calling  for  a  Southern  convention, 
he  would  endeavor  to  avert  its  necessity;  while  others 
are  sapping  the  foundations  of  the  Union,  be  would  en- 
deavor to  confirm  it;  and,  with  these  views,  he  sincerely 
hoped  that  as  the  resolution,  of  which  he  was  the  origi- 
nal mover,  had  been  adopted  at  the  last  session,  and  re- 
adopted  at  the  present,  so  it  would  continue  to  be 
adopted  and  enforced  during  every  succeeding  Congress, 
while  there  was  a  single  fanatic  to  infest  this  hall,  or  an 
American  patriot  to  defeat  his  object. 

After  a  few  incidental  observations  by  Mr.  CAM- 
BRELEN6,  Mr.  LAWLER,  Mr.  WISE,  and  Mr. 
JENIFER,  the  House  sdjournedi  without  coming  to  any 
dcoisioOf 
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As  soon  as  the  reading  of  the  journal  was  concluded, 
Mr.  ADAMS  rose  and  said  the  minutes  on  the  journal 
of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  not.  In  one  partic- 
ular, sufficiently  explicit.  The  journal  stated  that  Mr. 
Tbohpsost,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  a  modification  of 
his  own  resolution  **  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lxwis,  of 
Alabama;"  whereas,  Mr.  A.  contended  that  the  journal 
should  set  forth  that  Mr.  Lewis  had  moved,  or  offered 
to  move,  that  resolution  as  an  amendment,  and  that  then 
Mr.  Tbovpsof,  of  South  Carolina,  accepted  it. 

Af^er  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  ADAMS, 
THOMPSON  of  South  Carolina,  LAWLER,  EVER- 
ETT,  WILLIAMS  of  Kentucky,  ALFORD,  ELMORE, 
and  MEKCEft,  the  journal  was  amended  according  to 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Adaxs. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  condderation  of  the  un- 
finished business  of  yesterday,  being  the  **  privileged 
question"  of  censure  embraced  In  the  following  resolu- 
tions, submitted  by  Mr.  Thompsoit,  of  South  Carolina: 
"  1.  Resolved^  That  the  Hon.  John  Quixct  Avaks,  by 
an  effort  to  present  a  petition  from  slaves,  has  committed 
a  gross  contempt  of  this  House. 

'*2.  Resolved,  That  the  member  from  Massachusetts, 
above  named,  by  creating  the  impression,  and  leaving 
the  House  under  such  impression,  that  said  petition  was 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  when  be  knew  it  was  not,  baa 
trifled  with  the  House. 

**  3.  Resohedf  That  the  Hon.  JoHir  Qvisct  Adams  re- 
ceive the  censure  of  the  House  for  his  conduct  referred 
to  In  the  preceding  resolutions." 

The  question  pending  was  the  following,  submlltcd  as 
a  substitute  by  Mr.  Hatves: 

■*  Resolvedt  That  JoHir  QviircT  Adavs,  a  Representa- 
tive from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  has  rendered  himself 
justly  liable  to  the  severest  censure  of  this  House,  and 
is  censured  accordingly*  for  having  attempted  to  present 
to  this  House  the  petition  of  slaves." 

Mr.  JENIFBR,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  begged 
leave  to  propound  an  inquiry  to  the  venerable  member 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams.]  He  read  the  follow- 
ing proceedings  from  the  Globe  of  this  morning,  and 
he  would  respectfully  ask  that  gentleman  if  that  report 
was  correct. 

**  Mr.  Adams  then  proceeded,  and  further  presented 
abolition  petitions  from  New  Hampshire,  New  York, 
Michigan,  Virginia,  (nine  ladies  in  Fredericksburg,'*) 
&c. 

*'  Mr.  Adams  next  stated  he  had  in  his  possession  a 
paper,  upon  which  he  wished  to  have  a  decision  of  the 
Speaker.  The  paper,  he  said,  came  from  twenty  per- 
sons declaring  themselves  to  be  slaves.  He  wished  to 
know  whether  the  Speaker  would  consider  this  paper 
as  coming  under  the  rule  of  the  House." 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  it  must  be  perfectly  within  the  rec- 
ollection of  the  Speaker,  that  what  was  there  stated  in 
the  Globe  was  correct.  He  did  not  present  the  peti- 
tion, but  kept  it  in  his  possession.  He  had  stated  to  the 
Speaker  that  he  had  in  his  possession  a  paper  purport- 
ing to  be  from  twenty-two  slaves,  and  he  had  asked  the 
Speaker  whether  a  petition  of  this  kind  would  come 
under  the  rule  of  the  ISih  of  January  last;  and  the 
Speaker  said,  as  it  was  a  novel  question,  he  would  take 
the  sense  of  the  House  upon  it.  He  had  also  stated, 
before  he  commenced  presenting  his  petitions,  that  he 
bad  some  in  his  possession  which  it  had  occurred  to  him 
were  impositions;  as,  by  the  order  of  the  18tb  of  Janu* 
ary,  members  who  had  an  attachment  to  the  right  of 
petition  were  liable  to  imposition.  He  had  stated  that, 
among  the  petitions  which  were  in  his  possession,  he 
bad  the  suspicion  that  some  of  tbem  were  not  genuine; 
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tnd  he  would  appeal  to  members  to  tay  whether  he  had 
not  given  this  statement  when  he  presented  seveml  of 
his  petitions.  He  had  given  this  statement  when  he 
suted  he  had  in  his  possession  the  petition  purporting 
to  be  from  slaves;  but  he  did  not  say,  and  no  member  of 
the  House  had  the  right  to  infer,  that  this  paper  was  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to 
have  said  any  such  thing;  for  if  the  House  had  received 
the  petition,  and  it  bad  been  read,  they  would  instantly 
have  seen  that  he  made  a  false  statement.  He  would,  fur- 
thermore, say  that  if  it  had  been  a  petition  of  slaves  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  he  should  at  least  have  paused 
before  be  brought  the  subject  before  the  House  in  any 
form.  However  sacred  he  might  hold  the  right  of  peti- 
tion, be  would  still  exercise  a  discretionary  power  in 
bringing  before  the  House  petitions  which  it  was  his 
opinion  ought  not  to  be  presented;  that  discretionary 
power,  however,  be  would  use  with  prudence,  and  he 
would  say  that  the  mere  circumstance  of  a  petition  being 
from  slaves  would  not  prevent  him  from  presenting  it; 
and  if  he  should  have  incurred  the  censure  of  the  House 
for  so  doing,  he  was  ready  to  receive  it.  A  gentleman 
had  said,  on  yesterday,  that  be  would  as  soon  receive  a 
petition  from  a  horse  or  a  dog  as  from  slaves.  Sir,  said 
Mr.  A.,  if  a  horse  or  a  dog  had  the  power  of  speech 
and  of  writing,  and  he  should  send  him  a  petition,  be 
would  present  it  to  the  House;  ay,  if  it  were  from  a  fam^ 
ished  horse  or  dog,  he  would  present  it.  What  was  a 
petition?  It  was  a  prayer,  a  supplication  to  a  superior 
being— that  which  we  offer  up  to  our  God;  and  if  the 
Creator  of  the  universe  did  not  deny  to  the  lowest,  the 
humblest,  and  the  meanest,  the  right  of  petition  and 
supplication,  were  they  to  say  they  would  not  hear  the 
prayer  of  these  petitioners  because  they  were  slaves? 
If  slaves  sent  to  him  a  petition  for  any  thing  unjust  or 
improper,  or  any  thing  which  the  House  ought  not  to 
hear,  he  would  pause  at  least  before  be  asked  of  the 
Speaker  the  same  question  which  he  asked  on  yester- 
day. If,  however,  on  the  contrary,  he  should  receive  a 
petition  from  slaves,  praying  that  not  only  himself,  but 
all  others  who  presented  abolition  petitions,  should  de- 
sist, because  it  only  tended  to  weld  the  chains  of  slavery; 
and  if  he  should  receive- a  petition  from  slaves,  saying 
that  they  were  perfectly  satisfied  with  their  situation, 
and  that  they  would  rather  be  slaves  than  freemen,  that 
their  masters  were  kind  to  them,  and  that  when  they 
were  reduced  to  infirmity  by  old  age,  their  masters 
would  take  care  of  them,  and  praying  that  they  might 
be  left  in  this  situation,  he  would,  if  the  House  would 
permit  him,  present  it. 

As  be  had  before  said,  however,  be  had  not  presented 
this  petition  to  the  House,  and  he  was  yet  waiting  the 
Speaker's  decision  before  he  could  determine  whether 
he  would  present  it.  If  the  House  should  decide  that 
it  was  not  a  paper  which  came  under  the  order  of  the 
18th  of  January,  and  was  not  admissible,  be  should  not 
present  it  at  all.  He  would  take  thia  opportunity  of  say- 
ing to  the  House,  that  however  much  he  might  have 
been  misunderstood  by  gentlemen,  there  was  nothing 
further  from  his  intention  than  to  trifle  with  the  House 
on  this  occasion;  and  never  in  the  course  of  bis  life  bad 
he  intended  to  p»y  a  greater  respect  to  the  rules  of  the 
House  and  the  rights  and  privileges  of  members.  Had 
he  consulted  his  own  feelings,  he  would  have  preaented 
the  paper  to  the  House;  but,  from  the  respect  he  paid 
to  the  rules  of  the  House,  he  had  aaked  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  before  he  presented  the  psper. 

Mr.  JENIFER  said,  if  the  gentleman  paid  such  vene- 
ration to  the  right  of  petition,  why  not  present  his  pe* 
tition  to  the  House  without  asking  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker?  That  gentleman  had  never  paid  so  much  re- 
gard to  the  decisions  of  the  Speaker  heretofore,  as  it 
must  be  within  the  recollection  of  every  gentleman  that. 


on  almost  every  petition  day,  the  gentleman  had  come  in 
collision  with  the  Speaker,  in  his  efforts  to  tranagress  the 
rules  of  the  House;  and  Mr.  J.  could  not  conceive  why  he 
had  paid  so  much  regard  to  the  decision  of  the  Speak- 
er on  this  occasion,  unless  it  was  that  he  wished  to  shield 
himself  behind  the  decision  of  the  Speaker.  He  hoped 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  would  perform  hii 
duty,  as  he  considered  it,  and  present  this  petition;  and 
then  the  House  would  know  what  couse  to  take.  Mr. 
J.  felt  a  deep  intereat  in  this  matter,  bein^  from  one  of 
the  frontier  slaveholding  States;  and  he  wished  to  resist 
at-the  very  threshold  every  effort  to  throw  firebrands 
among  the  slave  population.  He  had  heretofore  refrain- 
from  taking  part  in  these  discussions,  because  he  did  not 
wish  to  add  to  the  excitement  which  already  existed;  but  if 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  should  present  a  peti- 
tion of  the  kind  which  raised  this  discussion,  he  should 
not  only  not  vote  for  either  of  the  resolutions  which  had 
been  brought  before  the  House,  but  he  would  vote  for  the 
expulsion  of  the  member  presenting  it. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLEsaid  he  preferred  action  on  a  ques- 
tion of  this  character  rather  than  debate,  and  he  had 
risen  only  for  the  purpose  of  requesting  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Thompsoit]  to  accept  a  modi- 
fication he  would  send  to  the  Clerk's  table; 

The  modification  was  read,  as  follows: 

1.  Resolved^  That  the  honorable  Johh  Quinct  Abams, 
a  member  of  this  House,  by  stating  in  his  place  that  he 
bad  in  his  possession  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  petition 
from  slaves,  and  inquiring  if  it  came  within  the  meaning 
of  a  resolution  heretofore  adopted,  (as  preliminary  to  its 
presentation,)  has  given  color  to  the  idea  that  slaves  have 
the  right  of  petition,  and  of  his  readiness  to  be  their  or* 
gan;  and  that  for  the  same  he  deserves  the  censure  of 
this  House. 

3.  Resohedf  That  the  aforesaid  John  Q.  Adams  receive 
a  censure  from  the  Speaker,  in  the  presence  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  accepted  the  above  as  a  substitute 
for  his  own  resolutions. 

Mr.  HATNES  said  he  had  intended  to  have  availed 
himself  of  the  opportunity  of  making  a  defence  againat 
the  charges  thrown  out  upon  those  who  had  voted  for 
the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  January.  But  preferring, 
with  his  friend  from  Virj^inia,  action  rather  than  discus- 
sion) he  would  refrain  from  doing  so,  and  confine  him- 
self to  withdrawing  his  amendment. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  original  reso- 
lution, as  modified  at   the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Drox- 

eOOLB. 

Mr.  ELMORE  trusted  there  was  no  intention  of  ar- 
guing this  subject,  but  that  the  South  would  present 
united  action,  and  an  undivided  front,  and  suffer  all  mi« 
nor  differences  of  opinion  to  subside. 
.  Mr.  PICKENS  made  a  brief  explanation  in  relation  to 
his  remarks  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the  18ih 
ultimo,  viz:  that  ordering  all  abolition  papers  to  lie  on  the 
table.  In  denouncing  that  resolution  itself,  he  had  been 
misapprehended,  if  it  had  been  inferred  that  he  coupled 
with  it  any  denunciation  of  those  who  voted  for  it.  He 
had  spoken  of  the  resolution,  both  last  session  and  the 
present,  as  pitiful  and  contemptible,  and  as  trifling  with 
the  rights  or  the  South,  but  not  with  anv  desire  to  cast 
disrespect  upon  any  gentleman  who  had  felt  disposed  to 
and  who  had  supported  it,  on  both  occasions.  That 
opinion  he  still  entertained,  But  seeing  the  feeling^  and 
unanimity  that,  it  gave  him  pleasure  to  say,  had  been 
manifested  on  the  present  occasion,  he  hoped  and 
trusted  that,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  and  so  far  as 
he  waa  identified  with  the  South,  they  would  present 
but  one  imbodied,  single,  unbroken  phalanx. 

He  desired  a  word  of  explanation  from  the  gentleman 
from  New  Turk,  [Mr.  CiXBiixuire,]  in  relation  to  florae 
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remarks  thtt  were  wid  to  have  fallen  from  him  yeater- 
day»  though  Mr.  P.  htmielf  had  not  beard  them.  He 
bad  been  informed  this  morning  that  the  gentleman  bad 
eald  to  the  effect  that  he  truated  there  waa  virtue  and 
spirit  enouf^h  (and  this  waa  in  reply  to  Mr.  P.)  in  the 
North  and  in  the  South  to  put  down  fanaticism  in  the 
one»  and  rebellion  in  the  other. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENO  explained.  What  he  had  said 
waSt  that  there  was  virtue  and  apirit  enough  among  the 
vast  populatton  of  this  Union,  Etst,  West,  North,  and 
South,  which  would  keep  the  two  extremes  from 
breaking  down  the  barriers  of  the  eonstitutiont  but  he 
bad  not  uied  the  word  *' rebellion,"  but  **  insurrection," 
and  had  made  no  application  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina. 

Mr.  PICKENS  was  perfectly  satisfied,  and  had  not 
himself  understood  the  gentleman  as  saying  what  he  had 
referred  to,  but  others  had. 

Mr.  LAWLER  then  took  the  floor,  and  insisted,  at 
some  length,  that  the  explanation  of  the  member  from 
Msasacbusetts  was  any  thing  but  satisfactory,  and  he 
made  an  earnest  appeal  to  him  to  retract  what  he  had 
done. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  desrred  that  the  resolution  before 
the  Houae  might  be  ag^in  resd. 

The  resolution  offere<l  by  Mr.  Dboxooolb,  and  ac- 
cepted by  Mr.  Thoxpsoit,  of  South  Carolina,  as  a  modi- 
fication  of  one  previously  offered  by  him,  waa  then  read 
by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  RoBBBTSOir  resumed.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wished  the 
resolution  proposed  by  my  collesgue  [Mr.  Dboxoooli] 
read  again,  that  I  might  be  certain  1  correctly  apprehend- 
ed its  import.  I  csnnot  vote  for  it.  Called  upon  as  the 
Southern  members  are  to  unite  in  one  phalanx  to  sus- 
tain it,  I  cannot  obey  the  summons  without,  as  I  consei- 
cntiously  believe,  overleaping  the  barriers  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  violating,  in  the  person  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  ADAKS,]that  liberty  of  speech  guar- 
antied to  every  member  in  ttiia  hall.  I  am  sorry,  sir,  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  gentlemen  who  seem  so  impstient  for 
the  floor;  but  I  cannot  forego  the  opportunity  allowed 
me  of  explaining  the  reasons  which  govern  my  vote.  I 
will  detain  them  but  a  few  moments. 

1  have  taken  no  part,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  stormy  de- 
bate which  the  extraordinary  conduct  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  has  elicited.  I  was,  sir,  I  confess, 
unwilling  to  trust  to  the  emotions  which  that  conduqt 
could  not  fail  to  excite  In  the  bosom  of  every  Southern 
msn.  There  wss  danger  the  first  impulse  might  hurry 
us  too  far;  for  it  is  ever  in  moments  of  high  excitement, 
of  exasperation,  such  as  we  have  just  witnessed,  that 
the  most  fatal  precedents  are  established,  and  that,  too^ 
often  under  the  influence  of  high  and  honorable  motives. 
It  is  due,  therefore,  to  ourselves,  to  the  membtr  implilia- 
ted,  and  to  the  country,  now  that  aome  degree  of  calm- 
ness is  restored,  to  weigh  well  the  consequences  of  the 
measure  proposed  under  such  circumstances  for  our 
adoption.  To  drag  a  member  to  the  bar  of  this  House, 
and  cauae  him  to  be  publicly  censured  by  the  Speaker, 
must  be  regarded  by  him  and  by  all  as  a  heavy  punishment, 
and  we  ought  to  be  able  to  give  satisfactory  reasons  for 
inflicting  it.  Let  us  look  to  the  resolution  which  pro- 
fesses to  assign  them.  It  declares  that  the  member  in 
que&tion,  by  stating  that  he  had  a  petition  purporting  to 
be  from  slaves,  and  inquiring  whether  it  came  within  the 
meaning  of  a  certain  resolution,  as  preliminary  to  its 
presentation,  has  given  color  to  the  idea  that  slaves  haye 
the  right  of  petition,  and  of  his  readinefis  to  be  their  or- 
gan. Tes,  sir;  we  charge  that  by  stating  a  fact,  and  ma- 
king an  inquiry,  he  has  given  color  to  an  offensive  ides; 
and  it  is  for  the  crime  of  intimating  that  idea  we  demand 
hia  punishment.  I  cannot  go  this  length.  So  long  as  I 
have  the  honor  of  a  seat  here  I  will  never  consent,  be 


the  consequences  to  myself  personally  what  they  may, 
to  censure  or  expel  any  member  for  the  utmost  latitude 
of  inquiry  or  remark  in  which  he  may  indulge,  whilst 
acting  in  what  he  may  regard,  however  erroneously,  as 
the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  keeping  within  the  limits 
of  parliamentary  order.  Let  me  not  be  understood  aa 
approving  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts. Far  from  it;  no  one  more  strongly  condemns 
it.  I  concur  with  those  who  think  that  he  has  trfled 
with  the  patience  of  the  House,  to  the  great  delay  of  its 
business,  snd  wantonly  tortured  the  feelings  of  a  large 
portion  of  its  members,  by  the  minuteness  with  which 
he  has  dwelt  upon  the  contents  of  offensive  petitions, 
and  the  names  and  characters  of  those  who  signed  them. 
I  cannot  hold  him  guiltless  in  unnecessarily  introducing 
and  enlarging  upon  this  irritating  topic  of  abolition^  es- 
peoially  he  seems  to  me  much  to  blame  for  leaving  the 
House  so  long  under  an  evident  and  painful  miatake  in 
relation  to  the  petition  in  hit  possession,  by  suppressing 
information  of  its  contents.  Nor  do  I  believe  that  he 
has  succeeded,  by  the  explanation  he  has  offered,  in  con- 
vincing one  human  being,  except  himself,  of  the  proprie- 
ty of  his  course.  Indeed,  in  one  respect  that  exphma- 
tion  must  rather  be  regarded  in  the  fight  of  an  aggrava- 
tion, reiterating,  as  it  did,  the  offensive  doctrine  that 
slaves  have  a  right  to  send  their  petitions  into  this  liall. 
That  gentleman  is  too  intelligent  to  assert,  in  his  calmer 
moments,  the  preposterous  position,  that  those  who  un- 
der the  constitution  are  recognised  as  property,  who 
constitute  no  part  of  the  body  politic,  can  exerciae  po- 
litical rights.  He  ought  to  have  foreseen  the  conse- 
quences which  have  ensued  from  suggesting  a  doubt 
upon  that  subjecn  But  whatever  may  be  my  opinion, 
or  that  of  the  House,  of  the  absurdity  or  impropriety  of 
raising  such  a  question  here.  It  by  no  means  follows 
that  we  can  make  it  the  ground  of  a  penal  proceeding. 
The  gentleman  has  cleared  himself  of  any  supposed 
contempt,  by  disclaiming,  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 
any  intentional  disrespect.  He  haa  declared  that  hia 
real  object  was  to  obtain  the  Speaker's  construction  of 
one  of  our  standing  orders,  and  to  conform  to  that  con- 
atruction.  We  are  not  authorized  to  discredit  this 
statement.  *  But  if  we  were,  or  if  the  disclaimer  had 
never  been  made,  with  what  propriety  %an  we  censure 
him  for  making  an  inquiry  which  the  Speaker  himself 
seem^  to  have  regarded  so  doubtful  as  to  decline  an- 
swering, and  referred  to  the  judgment  of  the  House? 
How  punish  hhh  for  Inquiring  of  the  proper  organ  of 
the  House,  whether  he  had  the  right  to  present  a  peti- 
tion under  a  subsisting  order,  which  riapht  one  of  my 
colleagues,  [Mr.  Wisb,]  and  other  members,  explicitly 
assert  that  order  clearly  gave  him.  It  is  true,  sir,  I  do 
not  agree  With  those  who  entertain  this  opinion.  Broad 
and  comprehensive  as  Is  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of 
January,  requiring,  in  terms,  all  papers  relating  to 
slavery  to  be  laid  upon  the  table  without  reading,  it 
could  not  have  contemplated  the  reception  of  petitions 
from  slaves;  and  it  was  matter  of  surprise  to  me  that  the 
Speaker  should  have  hesitated  for  one  moment  so  to  de- 
cide. But  if  the  Chair  doubted,  more  especially  if 
members  in  their  phices  maintain  the  construction  that 
such  petitions  must  be  admitted  under  the  resolution, 
how  is  it  that  we  can  single  out  the  member  from  Massa- 
chusetts, and  censure  him  fur  suggesting  a  doubt,  or 
making  an  inquiry,  relative  to  its  proper  interpretation? 
But  it  may  be  said  Ke  is  not  to  be  censored  for  asking 
the  question,  but  because  that  question  gives  color  to 
the  idea  that  slaves  may  petition,  and  that  he  is  willing 
to  be  their  organ.  Absurd  and  offensive  as  such  an  idea 
certainly  is,  1  am  yet  to  learn  that  members  of  Congress 
may  be  proceeded  against  criminally,  for  intimating  or 
uttering  opinions  here  which  a  majority  msy  consider 
heretical  or  odious.    On  the  contrary,  I  hold  the  prop« 
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osition,  in  its  broadest  extent,  that  no  member  can  be 
challenged^  here  or  elsewhere,  for  the  assertion  of  any 
principle  or  sentiment,  however  preposterous,  uncon- 
stitutional, or  monstrous,  so  long  as  be  keeps  within  the 
limits  prescribed  by  our  rules  for  the  preservation  of 
order.  He  may  undertake,  if  be  will,  to  prove  that 
Congress  ought  to  repeal  the  constitution,  or  to  abolish 
the  Union.  Nothing,  surely,  could  be  more  absurd, 
nor  more  insulting.  It  would  be  to  invite  the  House  to 
violate  the  instrument  it  has  sworn  to  observe i  in  effect, 
to  commit  perjury  and  treason.  Yet  who  will  say  that 
he  could  be  subjected,  on  that  account,  to  censure  or 
expulsion?  What  member  will  be  safe  for  a  day,  if 
such  a  doctrine  shall  prevail?  A  minority,  at  least, 
should  beware  of  a  precedent  which,  once  established, 
would  not  long  tolerate  any  difference  of  opinion  with 
\the  dominant  majority.  The  power  of  the  House  to 
prescribe  rules  for  the  presentation  and  reception  of 
petitions  must  be  admiited(  but  I  deny  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  censure  now  under  consideration  can  be  justi- 
fied under  any  subsisting  rule  of  the  House,  or  any  law 
of  the  land;  and  I  trust  that  gentlemen  will  pause  before 
they  set  a  precedent  which  may  recoil  upon  themselves, 
and  give  a  death-blow  to  the  freedom  of  discussion  se- 
cured to  us  by  the  constitution,  and  which  is  the  best 
guarantee  of  the  public  liberty. 

While  up,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  correct  a  misconcep- 
tion into  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
GnAVOKB]  seems  to  have  fallen  in  regard  to  the  views  of 
myself  and  other  Southern  members  who  voted  against 
the  resolution  of  the  18ih  of  January.  That  gentleman, 
if  I  correctly  understood  him,  considered  our  vote  as  in- 
fluenced by  the  motives  which  governed  his— the  be- 
lief that  it  trenched  upon  the  right  of  petition. 

[Mr.  Gbaboer  explained.  He  said  the  gentleman 
from  Vtiginia  had  misapprehended  him.  He  had  un- 
derstood the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  other  South- 
ern gentlemen  who  voted  with  him,  as  doing  so  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  opposed  to  the  reception  of  me- 
morials on  the  subject  of  abolition,  and  had  given  them 
credit  for  their  manly  and  contistent  course  on  that  oc- 
casion.] 

Mr.  R.  said  he  was  pleased  to  learn  that  he  had  been 
mistaken  I  but  the  vote  had  been  mi»interpreted,  here 
and  elsewhere,  hy  those  who  had  thought  it  worthy  their 
notice;  and  he  desired  then,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned, 
to  correct  the  erroneous  construction.  I  voted,  sir, 
(continued  Mr.  R.,)  sgainst  the-  resolution  in  question, 
because,  by  requiring  all  abolition  memorials  to  be  laid 
upon  the  table,  it  necessarily  implied  that  such  roe- 
murials  should  be  received.  I  have  uniformly  denied 
the  propriety  of  their  reception,  and  am  daily  more  and 
more  convinced  that  the  greater  part  of  the  annoyance 
and  agitation  experienced  here  from  the  abolitionists 
has  arisen  fioro  this  favor  shown  to  their  memorials. 
The  power  ot  the  House  to  refuse  to  receive  them  can- 
not be  justly  denied.  The  parliamentary  rule  itself 
which,  upon  the  presentment  of  a  petition,  regularly 
requires  the  question  to  be  put  whether  it  shall  be  re- 
ceivtd,  necessarily  implies  that  poweri  for  the  moment 
it  is  admitted  that  this  question  may  be  put,  it  follows 
that  it  ma^  be  answered  either  affirmatively  or  negative- 
ly{  and,  consequently,  that  the  reception,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  a  sound  discretion,  may  be  refused. 

The  right  of  petition,  like  all  other  human  rights, 
must  have  some  limits.  It  is  generally  admitted  that  the 
Fluuse  may  refuse  to  receive  petitions  indecorous  or  in- 
sulting in  their  language.  But  where  is  the  rule  or  the 
reason  of  confining  this  power  to  objections  on  the 
acore  of  hnguage?  Why  not  refuse  to  receive  them 
where  the  subject-matter  is  beyocd  our  jurisdiction,  or 
the  application  so  palpably  immoral,  unjust,  orunconsti- 
tution^ly  as  to  require  no  deliberation  and  deserve  no 


favor?  The  rights  of  the  petitioner  may  be  coextensive 
with  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress,  but  cannot 
transcend  it.  It  is  an  absurdity  in  terms  to  talk  of  a 
right  to  petition,  where  there  is  not  a  correlative  power 
to  grant.  Why  ask  what  cannot  be  given?  Where 
there  exists  a  rational  doubt,  petitions,  I  agree,  ought  to 
be  received  and  considered;  and  no  one  will  go  further 
to  respect  the  right,  within  just  and  reasonable  bounds. 
But  where  the  petition  is  plainly  unjust  or  unconstitu- 
tional, where  it  cannot  be  granted  without  robbing 
others  of  their  property  or  tbeir  rights,  without  violating 
that  instrument  we  have  sworn  to  observe,  or  endanger- 
ing the  Union  it  is  our  duty  to  guard,  it  is  insulting  in  its 
character,  whatever  may  be  its  language,  and  ought  not 
to  be  entertained.  It  is  idle  to  receive  a  petition  we  are 
predetermined  to  reject;  and  no  wrong  is  done  by,  re- 
fusing to  entertain  an  application  which  it  is  indecorous 
or  unjust  to  make,  or  unlawful  to  grant.  Suppose  a  pe- 
tition praying  to  take  away  a  man's  life  by  act  of  Cod« 
gress,  to  abolish  the  trial  by  jury,  establish  a  national 
church,  or  do  any  thin^  else  prohibited  by  the  constitu- 
tion: to  what  end  receive  it?  And  do  not  these  abolition 
memorials  propose  to  violate  the  constitution?  Da  they 
not  seek  to  take  awAy  what  that  constitution  recognises 
as  property,  and  forbids  to  be  taken  except  for  public 
use?  But  gentlemen  say  it  is  more  respeciful  to  receive 
them,  and  lay  them  upon  the  table  without  reading  them. 
Sir,  I  deny  it.  They  who  tell  them  at  once,  frankly, 
that  they  will  not  receive  them',  because  they  ask  what 
ought  not  to  be  granted,  treat  them  with  full  as  much 
respect  as  those  who,  boasting  to  be  the  exclusive  friends 
of  the  right  of  petition,  receive  them,  and  lay  them 
aside,  wittiout  deigning  to  look  at  them.  It  is  a  mere 
prttence,  a  mockery,  to  call  this  respect  for  the  right  of 
petition. 

This,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  view  1  look  of  the  resolution 
of  the  18th  January.  Believing  that  the  abolitionists  de- 
manded what  Congress  bad  no  moral  or  constitutional 
power  to  concede,  I  was  not  willing  to  give  tbeir  memo- 
rials admission.  I  was  not  willing  that  this  hall,  devoted 
as  it  should  be  to  harmonious  deUbe rations  for  the  com- 
mon good  of  the  Union,  should  be  made  a  receptacle  for 
foul  and  odious  libels  upon  the  character  and  insiitutions 
of  the  Southern  people.  But  the  House  have  ordered 
otherwise.  These  offensive  memorials,  in  many  cases 
signed  by  women  and  children  ignorant  of  the  institutions 
under  which  we  live,  and  not  knowing,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
the  consequences  of  tbeir  folly,  have  been  received— -out 
of  respect,  it  is  said,  to  the  right  of  petition--and  are  to 
be  preserved  forever  among  the  archives  of  the  nation. 
If  there  were  any  hope  of  success,  I  would  ask  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  resolution  under  which  this  outrage  is 
inflicted  upon  us,  and  an  order  to  the  Clerk  to  de- 
liver them  back  to  those  who  presented  them.  Sir, 
I  have  told  gentlemen  from  tbe  North,  and  I  tell  them 
again,  that  they  do  not,  and  will  not,  I  fear,  until  it  shall 
be  too  late,  appreciate  tbe  motiveaor  the  feelings  of  the 
Southern  and  Southwestern  people.  Perhaps  they  can- 
not: fur  it  is  a  law  of  our  nature  that  we  do  not,  without 
difficulty,  enter  into  the  feelings  of  others  differently 
situated  from  ourselves.  A  parent  onty  can  know  the 
extent  of  parental  affectioni  he  only  who  has  experienced 
it  can  realixe  the  atrength  of  that  tie  which  binds  the 
husband  to  his  wife.  So,  sir,  Northern  men  can  have 
but  a  faint  conception  of  tbe  emotions  we  experience  at 
tbe  unceasing  assaults  aimed  at  our  peace,  our  property^ 
our  rights,  and  our  institutions.  They  sit  secure  and  un- 
moved, while  the  missiles  destined  to  assail  snd  annoy  us 
are  prepared  before  their  eyes,  and  coolly  and  most 
philosophically  wonder  at  the  warmth  of  the  South. 
How,  sir,  would  they  bear  similar  aggressions  upon 
themselves?  Would  they  sit  calmly,  and  listen  to  pe- 
titions for  the  rc-establishmcQt  of  slavery  ia  the  non- 
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tlaveholdin^  Statetf  It  teenn.  lir,  they  think  they 
would.  Will  they  receive  petitions  from  ihe  South  to 
Abolish  the  abolitionisty.*  And  let  me  tell  them  that  tiie 
people  of  the  South  regard  abolitionism  and  abolitionists 
as  grievances  full  as  hard  to  bear  with  as  they  can  pos- 
sibly consider  us  or  our  institutions.  Will  petitions  be  re- 
ceived here  to  banish  them^  to  put  them  tn  death? 
[Several  Northern  gentlemen  appeared  to  assent.]  Gen- 
tlemen, 1  am  to  understand,  think  such  petitions  would 
be  admitted.  Then,  sir,  I  go  further;  I  pnt  a  stronger 
cas^.  Suppose  the  Southern  people  had  organized  so- 
cieties to  seize  upon  the  wives  and  children  of  their 
Northern  brethren,  to  muke  them  hewers  of  wood  and 
drawers  of  water,  in  lieu  of  the  slaves  sought  to  be 
wrested  from  them;  suppose  these  societies  boasted  of 
their  growing  strength,  while  their  petitions  were  daily 
flowing  by  hundreds  into  Congress  for  aid  in  their  nefari- 
ous schemes;  suppose  there  were  really  some  ground  to 
believe  tliat  their  anticipations  of  success  might  be  real- 
ized; r  demand  to  know  whether  Northern  gentlemen 
would  still  sit  quietly  in  their  seats  and  submit  to  such 
an  outrage.  No,  sir;  no  man  will  say  it.  No  man  will 
believe  U.  If  they  could,  then,  indeed,  are  they  desti- 
tute of  the  best  feelings  that  belong  to  the  human  heart, 
and  colder  than  the  ice-bound  region  they  inhabit.  Let 
them  judge  what  would  be  their  feelings  in  such  a  case, 
and  ^hey  will  begin  to  understand  what  are  ours  under 
the  daily  attempt  made  in  the  non-slavehold'tng  States, 
and  countenanced  by  the  favor  shown  them  here,  to 
wrest  from  us  our  property,  blacken  our  character,  and 
endanger  the  safety  of  our  wives  and  our  children.  It  is 
time  that  the  further  progress  of  these  schemes  should 
be  arrested.  I  will  yield,  sir,  to  no  man  in  devotion  to 
the  Union.  God  grant  it  may  be  perpetual.  But  it  is 
impossible  to  doubt  that  these  persevering  efforts  to 
trample  upon  our  rights  and  disturb  our  peace  are  every 
day  alienating  the  attachment  of  our  people,  and  en- 
dangering the  sUbility  of  our  Union.  It  is  because  I 
would  have  it  to  endure  that  I  would  never  give  entrance 
here  to  any  petition  that  should  bring  the  institutions  of 
the  South  into  question  before  a  tribunal  having  no  pow- 
er to  judge  them.  If  we  cannot  succeed  in  that,  I  would 
agree  to  re-cede  this  District— so  particularly  aimed  at— 
to  Maryland  and  Virginia,  reserving  only  the  national  prop- 
erty, and  power  to  protect  the  public  functionaries  in 
the  doe  discharge  of  their  duties.  Or,  sir,  I  will  unite 
with  the  Western  delega'ion  to  remove  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment itself,  if  no  other  means  can  be  devised  of  pre- 
serving Ihe  Union  and  putting  a  stop  to  the  harassing 
interference  and  mischievous  designs  of  the  abolitionists. 
But,  sir,  this  topic  has  carried  me  from  the  question 
properly  before  us.  It  is  always  a  fruitful  source  of  dis- 
order, and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  it  has  been  again  in- 
troduced. I  promised  not  to  detain  the  House,  and  I  will 
conclude  with  adding  my  request  to  that  of  a  gentleman 
who  preceded  me  in  the  debate— though  I  fear  it  will 
be  unavat ling— that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
will  w.tbdraw  the  inquiry  propounded  by  him  to  the 
Chair,  so  that  we  may  return  to  the  business  of  the 
House,  already  too  long  neglf  cted. 

Mr.  ALFOUD  addressed  the  House  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker:  I  have  several  times  attempted  to  ad- 
dress the  House  upon  this  important  question,  but  have 
not  been  able  to  obtain  ihe  floor  before  this,  on  account 
of  the  great  number  of  members  who  wished  to  speak; 
indeed,  nothing  but  a  solemn  conviction  of  my  duty  to 
do  so  has  sustained  me  in  the  determination  to  be  heard. 
To  me,  sir,  it  has  been  a  subject  of  the  most  painful  ex- 
citement, to  sit  here  and  see  the  constitutional  rights  of 
the  South  all  pnt  aside,  and  the  feelings  of  the  people 
whom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  insulted  in  this 
House,  by  the  introduction  of  petitions  from  the  wild 
and  furious  fanatics  of  the  North,  upon  the  subject  of  ab- 
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olition.  Great  stress  has  been  laid,  in  this  debate,  upon 
the  sacred  ri^ht  of  petition,  and  numbers  of  our  South- 
ern people  have  been  heretofore  deceived  into  the  fatal 
error  of  receiving  them.  Upon  the  present  condition  of 
this  affair,  there  can  be  no  mistake;  and  all,  1  hope,  at 
least  all  from  the  South,  feel  t|ie  same  just  indignation 
against  the  measure  now  proposed  to  the  House.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adaws]  has  present- 
ed to  this  House,  and  it  had  been  received,  under  a  rule 
of  the  House  adopted  before  I  came  here,  a  petition 
from  free  negroes,  and  now  holds  in  his  hands  what  he 
is  pleased  to  call  a  petition  which  purports  to  be  signed 
by  slaves,  and  asks  of  the  Speaker  what  disposition  he 
shall  mnke  of  it.  Sir,  is  there  to  be  no  end  of  this  ruin- 
ous and  insulting  course?  Is  the  gentleman  to  be  pro- 
tected in  a  continued  assault  upon  the  South,  and  in  a 
course  of  things  here,  which  must,  if  persevered  in,  re- 
sult in  the  overthrow  of  this  Governmen^  and  1  fear  in 
the  destruction  of  the  liberty  of  the  American  people? 
When  the  member  from  Masaichusetts  announced  his 
course  to  the  House,  I  looked  around  me  and  aaw,  or 
thought  I  saw,  but  one  sentiment,  and  that  was  of  uni- 
versal disgust;  and  the  idea  crossed  my  mind,  if  it  could 
be  possible  that  there  was  a  single  man  in  this  House 
that  would  attempt  to  screen  him  from  an  expression  of 
that  censure  by  this  Hou«e,  much  less  to  justify  him  in 
his  course.  I  answered  myself,  in  my  own  mind,  not 
one,  unless  the  fact  thnt  free  negroes  petitioned  here 
through  the  member  from  Massachusetts  should  arouse 
the  ardor  of  some  honorable  Representatives  from  the 
great  State  of  New  York,  who,  history  said,  had  a  pecu- 
liar regard  for  free-negro  fuflrage,  and,  of  course,  the 
r'ght  of  petition.  Scarce  had  I  forgotten  the  thought, 
before  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  the 
leader  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  friends  in  thi*  House,  was 
upon  his  feet,  and,  not  pretending  to  repeat  his  words, 
the  substance  of  what  he  said  was,  that  If  there  was  any 
thing  wrong  in  this  proceeding  it  came  from  the  South; 
the  petition  came  from  the  South;  and  if  there  was  cen- 
sure any  where,  it  was  where  the  petition  came  from, 
and  not  with  the  member  from  MassachusettSf  thus 
throwing  the  broad  shield  of  protection  of  the  coming 
administration  over  the  member  from  Massachusetts. 
Can  any  one  be  now  ignorant  of  the  true  character  of 
those  who  have  deceived  the  South?  Can  honorable 
gentlemen  from  the  South  be  any  longer  in  the  dark  as 
to  the  course  they  should  pursue'  I  hope  not^-I  be- 
lieve not.  1  think  1  see  in  Southern  members  upon 
this  floor  a  strong  disposition  to  be  united  upon  this  sub- 
ject at  last;  and  no  man  shall  say  I  have  thrown  a  fire- 
brand among  them.  No,  sir,  altliough  they  committed 
the  fatal  error  of  voting  to  receive  these  petitions  last 
session,  if  they  are  now  convinced,  I  for  one  will  receive 
them  as  Southern  men,  as  citizens  of  the  South,  with  an 
identity  of  interest,  of  feeling,  and  of  honor,  under  the 
strong  impulse  of  a  common  feeling  of  disgust  .at  the 
wrongs  done  to  the  South  here.  Let  them  unbutton 
their  collars  and  come  back  to  the  support  of  their  com- 
mon country  and  their  old  friends,  and  they  shall  be  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  member  from  Massachusetts  would 
screen  himself  from  the  censure  of  this  House,  because 
he  has  not  sent  his  petition  from  slaves  to  your  table. 
Sir,  he  has  sent  the  petition  from  the  free  negroes  of 
Fredericksburg,  and  that  is  as  wrong  and  insulting  to  ua 
as  if  it  were  from  slaves.  The  constitution  of  these  United 
States  no  more  allows  the  one  than  the  other,  and  both 
are  equally  insulting.  Moreover,  the  member  has  said 
he  would  not  refuse  to  present  a  petition  from  slaves,  if 
the  House  did  not  object.  The  member  from  Massa- 
chusetts says  he  would  not  offer  an  indignity  to  this 
House;  the  fact  speaks  for  itself,  and  is  more  conclusive 
to  my  mind  than  all  his  professions. 
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A  great  number  of  these  petitions  are  from  females  of 
frood  character^  says  the  member  from  Massachusetts. 
It  may  be  so,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  dispute  the  fact; 
but  I  must  say  the  member  hss  placed  them  in  bad  com- 
pany, when  he  places  tliem  on  a  level  with  such  people; 
as  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Fattok] 
says  his  mulatto  petitionera  are  persons  of  ill  fame  and 
infamous  character,  as  far  aa  he  knows  tlirm.  I  ask 
again,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  this  war  upon  the  South  ia  never 
to  cea^e?  And  if  it  ia  to  go  on,  what  kind  of  people  are 
we  to  look  for  in  the  grnnd  cruaade  againat  us?  Are 
they  to  be  old  men  and  young  women?  If  so,  we  thall 
not  want  Cixhran'a  rifle  to  fight  them  with;  we  will 
conquer  them  with  softer  means,  if  they  are  as  clever  aa 
their  member  would  have  them  to  be.  But,  air,  if  they 
are  to  be  the  Goths  and  Vandals  of  the  North,  (no  allu* 
sionato  our  friends  in  that  section  of  countr}*,)  I  hope 
their  fate  will  not  be  as  favorable  aa  those  that  invaded 
Britain.  At  leaat,  air,  we  will  do  all  we  can  in  our 
own  defence.  If  war  ever  comes  of  this,  v^htch  may 
God  forbid,  we  will  not  recede  one  inch;  we  will  plant 
ourselves  upon  ibis  soil,  and  preserve  our  constitutional 
rights,  or  perish  in  the  attempt.  Sir,  there  aeema  to  be 
some  difference  of  opinion  amongst  our  friends  here,  as 
to  what  course  we  ought  to  puraue  in  this  awful  crisis  of 
our  beloved  country.  Some  of  our  friends,  aa  patriotic 
aa  any»  have  urged,  in  thia debate,  that  we  oug^t  not  to 
sit  here  and  aubmit  to  this  outrageous  course  of  things; 
that  if  it  does  not  cease,  we  ahould  go  home.  No,  air; 
no,  sir;  this  must  not  be;  we  will  neither  submit  nor  re- 
tire. If  they  proiecttte  this  nieaaure  in  this  House,  by 
attempts  at  legiilating  us  out  of  our  rights,  we  will  re- 
sist it  here  by  legialative  acts  as  long  as  we  can;  and  if 
at  laat  they  prove  too  strong  for  us,  and  aucceed  in  pa«s8- 
ing  unconstitutional  lawa  to  rob  ua  of  our  property,  to 
murder  our  wives  and  children,  still  we  will  not  submit; 
they  must  change  the  constitution  before  they  can  bind 
ua  by  any  lawa  of  abolition;  this  they  never  can  do,  if  the 
South  is  true  to  itself.  And  true  we  ahall  be,  I  hope  in 
God,  to  our  conatitution,  our  wives,  our  children,  and 
our  country.  If  still  they  puraue  ua  to  the  last,  and  at- 
tempt to  do  by  fotce  whut  they  can  never  do  by  law, 
we  will  not  be  found  wanting;  we  will  not  deaert  this 
Capitol  nor  this  country.  Thia  is  the  Old  Dominion; 
this  land  is  ours  as  well  as  theirs;  it  waa  ceded  by  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland,  wlere  slavery  is  tolerated  by  law. 
Shall  we  leave  it,  then,  to  the  dominion  of  force,  and 
that,  too,  inflicted  by  the  unhallowed  arm  of  the  wild 
and  worae  than  savage  fanatic^    No,  never! 

I  apprehend,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  South  is  not  well 
understood  upon  this  subject.  Party  purpoaes  and  party 
policy  may  have  prevented  a  fair  and  full  expreaaion  of 
the  feelmgs  and  opinions  of  people  of  all  parties  at  the 
Suuth,  upon  thia  floor.  The  spirit  of  the  South  has  not 
been  felt  here  as  it  should  have  been.  Let  me  tell  gen- 
tlemen, it  is  a  firm^  and  unconqut  rable  resolution  never 
to  surrender  one  jot  or  tittle  of  our  constitutional  rights 
upon  this  subject.  We  have  a  common  interest  in  this 
Government,  a  common  title  in  this  capital;  it  beara  the 
name  of  the  immortal  Washington,  and  he  waa  a  South- 
ern roan.  Shall  we,  then,  ever  surrender  the  one  or 
deaert  the  other.'  No,  never!  Never,  until  thia  fair 
city  ia  a  field  of  Waterloo,  and  this  beautiful  Potomac  a 
river  of  blood. 

Mr.  HOLS£Ysaid:  Mr.  Speaker:  The  subject  em- 
braced in  the  resolution  on  your  table  ia  one  of  deep 
and  momentous  consideration.  Whilst,  on  the  one  hand, 
it  involves  the  political  character  and  privilege  of  a  Rep- 
reaentative  of  a  State  of  this  confederacy,  ao,  on  the 
other,  it  deeply  concerns  the  rights  and  intereats  of  the 
Southern  portion  of  the  Union,  and  the  eziatence  of  the 
compact  which  binds  ua  together  as  a  people.  I  am 
aware  that,  in  approaching  a  question  of  privilege,  I  am 


treading  upon  delicate  and  sacred  ground.  But,  air» 
delicate  and  sacred  as  it  is,  1  feel  myself  impelled  by 
every  consideration  of  duty  to  tread  it.  I  shall  bring  to 
this  discussion  no  feelings  of  personal  disrespect  to  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  1  could  have  none  for 
the  time-worn  veteran  in  the  cooncila  of  his  country.  If 
I  had  them,  I  would  disdain  to  utter  them  on  this  floor. 
Nay,  sir,  were  I  even  permitted  to  consult  my  private 
inclination,  I  should  have  avoided  this  discussion.  But, 
sir,  the  gentlemun  from  Massachuaeita,  by  attempting  to 
introduce  such  a  principle  into  our  legislation,  has  cum* 
mitted  an  outrage  upon  the  genina  and  apirit  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  aimed  a  deadly  blow  at  the  State  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent.  Were  1  to  remain  arlent,  I 
ahould  expect  to  be  withered  by  the  frowns  of  an  inault- 
ed  and  indignant  people.  In  such  a  cause,  neither  the 
sanctuary  of  age  nor  the  civic  wreath  which  binda  l^ia 
brow  ahall  protect  the  assailant.  With  a  parricidal  and 
sacrilegious  hand  he  ha^  attempted  to  sap  the  founda- 
tions of  the  temple  reared  by  our  ancestors  as  the  abode 
of  fraternal  peace  and  the  guarantee  of  international  lib- 
erty. With  foundationa  broad  and  deep  as  the  hearta  of 
the  people,  and  a  summit  reaching  bcyoad  the  cloud- 
capt  palacea  of  kings,  it  may  withstand  the  asssults  of 
the  foe  and  the  ravagea  of  time.  But,  sir,  this  volcanic 
principle,  if  once  admitted,  will  rend  in  pieces  the  mon- 
uments of  the  r<  public;  and  he  who  attempts  to  intro- 
duce it  is  worthy  of  the  stem  rebuke  of  this  House. 
The  gentleman  from  Maa«achu8etts  has  not  only  demifid- 
ed  the  judgment  of  the  House  on  the  right  of  slaves  to 
petition,  but  be  has  openly  avowed  and  maintained  that 
right  pending  this  investigation.  If  it  be  an  offence 
against  the  majesty  of  the  conatitution  and  the  iuviolable 
righta  of  the  Statea,  he  has  not  only  presented  the  issue 
to  the  House,  but  maintained  the  afflrmative.  Sir,  I 
deny  it.  The  people  whom  I  represent  will  deny  it, 
with  the  sword  in  one  hand  and  the  constitution  in  the 
other.  They  will  never  consent  to  participate  in  the 
councils  of  those  who  sanction  it.  With  such  a  princi- 
ple ingrafted  on  your  conatitution,  they  could  never  rat- 
ify it.  Nay,  sir,  the  attempt  to  ingraft  it  would  have 
diasolved  the  convention  which  formed  it.  Are  slaves 
included  in  the  description  of  the  *'  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  in  the  preamble  of  the  constitution?  Look 
at  the  very  nature  of  representative  government,  it  ia 
but  a  aubstitute  for  a  pure  democracy,  or  an  assembly  ef 
the  people  in  their  personal  sovereign  character.  Slaves 
are,  from  the  nature  of  their  condition,  ezcKided  from 
auch  an  assembly.  They  can  acquire  no  property,  have 
no  civil  rights  in  the  courts  of  justice,  and  cannot  be 
permitted  the  elective  franchise.  They  cannot  influence 
the  public  deliberations.  They  can  have  no  greater 
claim  upon  a  representative  assembly.  The  doctrine  is 
both  theoretically  and  practically  absurd;  it  is  contra- 
dicted by  every  principle  of  public  law;  it  is  incspable 
of  being  tortured  from  the  constitution,  and  ia  totally 
irreconcileable  with  the  admitted  relation  of  master  and 
alave,  contemporaneous  with  the  formation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Put  into  the  hands  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maasachusetta  such  a  trident,  and  he  could,  at  his  pleas- 
ure, call  up  the  billows  of  discord,  and  laah  them  into  a 
storm  which  would  shake  the  adamantine  walls  of  the 
republic  to  their  centre.  With  a  petition  from  alavts 
pending  in  this  hall,  tlieir  weight  might  be  thrown  into 
the  acale  under  circumstances  most  appalling.  Sir,  it 
would  be  the  natural  and  inevitable  result.  But  the 
gentleman  from  Maasschusctts  has  not  attempted  to 
present  a  petition  from  them  inconsistent  with  tbe  rights 
of  the  owner.  Sir,  this  is  not  the  proper  issue.  The 
representatives  of  the  South  will  not  be  misled  by  the 
miserable  pretext.  It  is  enough  for  them-  to  know  that 
the  rght  of  petition  on  the  part  of  their  slavea  is  openly 
avowed  upon  thia  floor,  and  tbe  judgment  of  the  House 
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demanded  upon  the  queition.  The  deUils  of  the  peti- 
tion cannot  vary  the  principle.  If  admitted  in  one  caie, 
it  will  be  admitted  in  all. 

Sir,  I  can  no  longer  contemplate  a  doctrine  so  odious 
and  indefensible  with  any  compoMre.    Bur,  monstroui 
•8  it  i8»  the  gentleman  from  Mistachusetts  hts  attempted 
to  poiiton  our  legislation  and  our  peace  with  its  baneful 
influence,     lie  haa  done  this  not  under  a  temporary  il- 
lusion or  excitement.     He  has  ccNicentrated  in  his  bu- 
reau all  the  combustible  elements  of  the  republic,  and 
week  after  week  presented  them  to  thia  House,  under 
circunttances  so- marked  and  aggravated,  as  to  lesve  no 
room  to  mistake  his  intrntiona.     Restricted  by  the  role 
of  the  House  from  atl  debate  upon  abolition  memorials, 
be  haa  been  refractory  to  its  order  in  every  mf)de  hia  in- 
genuity could  devise.    To  give  force  and  eflTect  to  the 
memorials,  ar^  to  prepare  the  public  sentiment  for  the 
consuramatioo  of  the  policy  they  aak,  he  has,  in  defiance 
of  the  injunctions  of  the  rule,  fortified  his  memorials  by 
a  recital  uf  the  characters  of  those  who  signed  them,  and 
dig^nified  the  hell-biirn  scrolls  with  the  names  of  magis- 
trates and  rulera,  of  patriots,  stateamen,    heroes,  and 
philosophers.     A  memorial  from  the  town  of  Franklin 
has   induced  him  to  profane  to  this  unholy  purpose  the 
motto  of  the  godi ike  nsan,  %ibi  Uberiaa  sihi patfia.     W hen 
a  petition  haa  been  signed  on  the  4th  day  of  July,  he 
has  called  up  the  inipiratlons  of  the  day  which  gave  us 
birth  as  a  nation  and  a  people,  to  aid  In  a  cause  that  can 
only  tend  to  a  premature  and  convulsive  dissolution. 
Thus,  sir,  has  the  gentleman  from  Masaschusetts,  with  a 
fixedness  of  purpose  peculiar  to  fanaticiam,  and  a  breach 
of  order  and  decorum  which  all  have  witnessed  with 
mortification  and  regret,  advanced  with  rapid  and  steady 
strides  to  a  point  at  which  the  rights  of  others,  and  the 
pesMe  and  safety  of  your  Union,  requires  he  should  be 
arrested.     Thus,  sir,  lutve  1  attempted  to  demonstrate 
that  the  principle  sought  to  be  established  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  is  in  open  defiance  of  the 
constitution  and  the  indisputable  rights  of  the  sUvehold- 
m^  SUtfcs— that  he  has  moved  on  to  this  dreadful  con- 
sunamation  with  an  ••eje  that  never  winks,  and  a  wing 
that  never  tires"— that  be  has  attempted  to  poison  the 
fountaina  of  fraternal  peace  and  of  our  federal  alliancet 
and  all  this,  too,  sir,  not  from  casual  error  or  moitient«ry 
ebullition;  but,  sir,  from  a  deliberate  design  of  agitation, 
manifesled  by   hia  perverseness  under  the  rule  which 
forbids  the  discussion  of  slavery <  and  bis  repeated  ap- 
peals to  abstract  rights  and  declarations  of  departed  and 
illustrious  heroen,  unknown  in  questions  of  right  between 
confrUerate  States.    1  have  spoken  boldly,  sir,  of  the 
conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  Maasachusetts.     It  has 
devolved  upon  me,  as  a  representative  of  a  people  whom 
he  haa  deliberately  and  openly  assailed  in  the  recesses  uf 
their  firesides,  their  altars,  and  their  homes;  and  which, 
let  me  tell  the  gentleman  and  thia  House,  they  will  de- 
fend at  all  and  every  hazard. 
Mr.  LINCOLN  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker:  It  may  seem  the  extreme  of  rashness 
that  I  should  attempt  to  oppose,  by  my  humble  efforts, 
the  torrent  of  invective  which  is  pouring  forth,   from 
every  quarter  of  this  House,  upon  the  devoted  iiead  of 
my  venerable  colleague.     It  was  alike  my  intention  to 
take  no  part  in  this  debate,  and  my  wish  to  keep  free 
from  the  excitement  to  which  it  might  lead.     But  what- 
ever my  original  purpose,  I  can  no  longer  consent  to  re- 
ntain  silent,  when  the  subject  before  the  House  assumes 
(he  form  of  a  direct  censure  upon  my  colleague  for  an 
act  which  he  deliberately  and  solemnly  dt dares  he  con- 
icieotiou«ly  believed  to  be  in  discharge  of  his  represent- 
atire  duiy.     Such  is  the  reverence  due  to  his  age,  such 
the  respect  paid  to  his  character  and  the  remembrance 
of  his  public  services,  so  high  the  confidence  in  his  in- 
^grity  and  in  the  purity  and  patrtotisfli  of  his  motives, 


so  beloved  and  honored  is  he  at  home,  and  so  known  (o 
fame  abroad,  that  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  this  dis- 
cussion, whatever  the  action  of  the  House  upon  these 
most  extraordinary  resolutions,  there  are  those,  and  they 
are  not  a  few,  here  and  elsewherr,  who  will  deeply  sym- 
pathize with  him  in  the  trial  to  which  he  is  now  infor- 
mally subjected.  I  plant  myself  by  his  side  on  the  prin- 
ciples for  which  he  is  contending.  I  come  not,  sir,  to 
his  protection  sgainat  the  particular  occasion  of  offence 
which  he  may  have  given.  To  this  he  is,  of  himself, 
most  abundantly  able.  He  needs  not,  if  he  would  ac- 
cept, my  feeble  aid.  His  justification  is  in  his  own 
mouth,  and  he  is  fsr  more  capable  than  1  could  pretend 
to  be  to  make  it  effectual. 

It  was,  perhaps,  fortunate  for  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I 
was  not  present  when  the  supposed  offence  was  commit- 
ted by  my  colleague.  [Mr.  Lihcolk  was  then  engaged 
as  a  member  of  the  select  committee  of  which  Mr.  Wise 
is  ohairmsn.]  1  may,  therefore,  hope  to  be  excused 
from  participsting  in  much  of  that  excitement  which  ia 
so  strongly  manifested  by  others.  Besides,  sir,  1  come 
from  that  cold  region  of  country  so  reproachfully  refer- 
red to  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Alfobd,] 
where  the  passions,  like  the  temperature  uf  the  climate, 
are  supposed  to  be  leas  ardent  than  in  more  southern 
latitudes. 

Yet  the  people  of  the  North,  I  can  assure  that  honor- 
able  gentleman,  are  not  wanting  in  all  the  sensibilities 
which  do  honor  to  human  nature.  They  have»  indeed, 
like  passions,  and  partake  of  like  infirmities,  with  other 
men.  If  they  do  not  always  speak  **in  words  which 
burn,"  and  act  with  an  impulse  which  startles,  it  is  be* 
cause  they  are  schooled  and  disciplined  to  habits  of  calm 
and  sober  reflectiuuf  because  tbcy  have  been  taught, 
from  infancy,  that  reason  is  a  better  guide  than  passion; 
that  it  is  wiser  and  safer  to  regulate  the  conduct  by  the 
dictates  of  judgment,  than  blindly  to  follow  those  gener- 
ous and  fearless  promptings  of  our  nature  which  some- 
times lead  to  excesses,  even  in  virtue.  Sir,  will  not 
this  House,  on  the  present  occasion,  profit  somewhat  by 
imitating  the  characteristic  coolness  and  discretion  of 
Northern  men,  in  yielding  something  of  the  excess  of 
feeling  to  the  more  calm  suggestions  of  reason,  while  de- 
liberating upon  the  conduct  of  my  venerable  friend,  and 
deciding  the  character  of  the  offence  which  he  is  charg- 
ed with  having  committed?  Offence,  did  J  say.'  There 
haa  been  no  oflTence.  It  ia  a  false  denomination  of  the 
act  of  my  colleague.  There  are  too  many  lawyers  on 
this  floor  to  permit  a  sanction  to  the  misnomer  by  the 
deliberate  judgment  of  the  House. 

The  House  will  bear  with  me,  I  humbly  trust,  while  I 
advert  to  the  conduct  of  my  colleague,  which  is  charged 
as  a  premeditated  and  heniout  crime.  At  a  proper  time, 
in  order,  within  the  strictest  rulee  of  the  House,  my  col- 
lesgue,  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  propounded  a  ques- 
tion 10  the  Speaker,  in  reference  to  the  disposition  to 
be  made  of  a  petition,  the  answer  to  which  he  intended 
to  receive  as  directory  to  hia  conduct  in  the  matter. 
Distrusting  his  own  judgment,  he  addressed,  respectful- 
ly, a  request  for  information  to  the  Chair,  in  the  faithful 
determination,  as  he  now  explicitly  declares,  to  regulate 
his  subsequent  acu  >n  by  the  direction  which  should  be 
given  him.  And  is  such  the  offence  for  which  the  ven- 
erable member  from  Massachusetts  is  to  suffer  the  se- 
vere reprehension  of  this  House? 

[Mr.  PicKBxs  here  rose,  and  desired  to  say  that  it  waa 
for  announcing  that  he  had  a  petition  from  slaves,  thiu 
destroying  all  the  relations  of  master  and  slave,  and  de- 
nying the  doctrine  that  the  slave  can  only  be  heard 
through  his  maater:  this  is  the  offence.] 

Mr.  LivcuLV  resumed.  Yes,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  am  aware 
tliat  this  is  the  understanding  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina.    But  did  my  colleague  assert  or  deny  any  doc- 
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trine,  or  in  any  wise  allude  to  the  relstion  of  master  and 
slave?  I  will  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  he  might,  or 
might  not,  very  properly  have  done  sn.  It  is  enough  to  say 
that  his  language  was  confined  to  a  naked  inquiry,  in  which 
no  doctrine  was  denied,  and  the  rights  of  masters  in  no  re- 
spect involved.  The  question  put  to  the  Speaker  was  aim* 
ply  this:  Does  a  petition  purporting  to  be  from  slaves  fall 
within  a  rule  uf  the  Uouse.^  The  purport  of  the  petiflon 
was  not  even  intimated.  Again,  then,  1  demand,  is  it  for 
making  this  inquiry  that  my  colleague  is  to  answer?  It 
is  to  the  act  itself  we  must  look,  to  determine  its  char^ic- 
ter;  and  that  act  consisted,  wholly  and  exclusively,  in 
putting  the  question  to  the  Chair. 

But  it  has  been  urged,  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
that,  however  equivocal  or  innocent  might  aeem  to  be 
the  language  of  the  inquiry,  yet  that  it  was  made  with  a 
sinister  and  culpable  intent.  Is  it  intention,  then,  the 
secret  purpose  of  mind,  which  constitutes  the  crime  of 
which  this  House  is  (o  take  cognizance?  In  what  code 
of  criminal  jurisprudence,  from  what  law  of  parliament- 
ary practice,  do  gentlemen  gather  jurisdiction  of  the 
thoughts  of  the  heart?  If  the  external  action  be  not 
criminal,  the  inward  motive  cannot  change  its  character. 
Who  ever  heard,  in  a  court  of  justice,  that  intention 
could  be  imputed  as  crime,  when  the  act  with  which 
that  intention  was  connected  constituted  no  offence? 
The  wrong,  which  is  cogmztble  by  law,  is  in  the  overt 
act.  The  plotting  of  treason  is  not  treason.  The  design 
to  lie  in  wait  Is  not  murder.  The  intent  may  change  the 
apparent  character  of  the  act,  but,  without  the  act,  the 
intent  is  nothing.  Need  I  illustrate^  A  homicide  is 
committed;  it  may  be  murder  or  manslaughter;  an  ex- 
cusable or  a  jusiifiiible  act,  according  to  the  intention  of 
the  agent;  but  if  there  be  no  slaying,  the  mere  purpose 
to  do  it,  however  malicious  or  premeditated,  violates  no 
law.  Apply  the  principle,  however  incongruous  may 
aeem  the  illustration,  to  the  case  before  the  House.  My 
honorable  colleague  is  charged  with  a  contempt.  It  has 
been  satisfactorily  shown,  as  I  trust,  that,  in  the  language 
of  the  inquiry  proposed  by  him  to  the  Chair,  there  was 
nothing  contemptuous  to  the  Chair  or  to  the  House.  In 
and  by  itself,  the  inquiry  was  altogether  harmless. 
Wherein,  then,  is  the  cantempt?  it  still  rests,  if  intend- 
ed, in  the  breast  of  my  colleague,  without  the  form  of 
expression  to  give  it  the  character  of  an  offence. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Uolset]  has  ob- 
jected to  my  colleague  that,  by  his  conduct,  subsequent 
to  the  inquiry  propounded  by  him  to  the  Chair,  he  has 
trifled  with  the  feelings  of  members  and  the  dignity  of 
the  House.  This  is  distinct  and  different  ground  for  ac- 
cusation; but,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  put  it  to  the  liberality  of 
the  gentleman  himself  to  say  whether,  after  the  explicit 
disclaimer  by  my  colle»g^e,  this  cause  of  complaint 
should  further  be  insisted  on.  What,  sir,  have  we  heard 
this  very  morning?  After  time  has  been  given  for  the 
excitement  of  yesterday's  debate  to  subside;  after  a 
night,  doubllesj>,  of  thrughtful  considera'ion  and  recol- 
lection, my  venerable  colleague  has,  here,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  House,  made  the  deliberate  and  solemn  dec- 
laration, that  to  trifle  with  the  Hduse  or  its  members 
would  be  the  last  possible  purpofe  of  his  heart.  And  is 
not  this  enough?  Can  it  be  permitted  for  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  now  to  argue,  by  inference,  against  the 
sincerity  of  that  declaration  £  It  is  asked,  if  no  disrespect 
to  the  House  was  intended,  wherefore  the  manner  of  my 
colleague,  so  different  from  that  of  other  members,  in 
presenting  memorials?  This  inquiry  I  will  not  undir- 
take  to  answer.  It  may  be  mattt  r  of  taMe  or  matter  of 
judgment  with  my  colleague.  His  manner  is  not  my 
manner;  nor  do  I  see  in  bis  better  success,  on  this  sub- 
ject, in  this  House,  any  encouragement  to  me  for  its 
adoption.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  not  unreasonable 
to  suppose  that  the  exception  is  taken  rather  to  the 


character  of  the  memorials  than  to  the  manner  of  pre- 
senting them.  If  the  charge  of  trifling  with  the  House 
is  made  upon  the  ground  that  the  venerable  gpentleman 
presents  to  the  House  abolition  memorials,  then  is  he  not 
the  only  offender,  if  to  present  the  petition  of  aboli- 
tionists be  to  trifle  with  the  House,  there  are  many  here 
who  should  not  cast  the  first  stone.  Sir,  I  am,  in  the 
popular  sense  of  the  term,  no  abolitionist.  Although  I 
would  to  God  that  tsftry  human  being  was  enlightened 
and  free,  yet  I  have  never  advocated,  either  on  this  floor 
or  eliewherp,  the  peculiar  views  or  schemes  of  the  abo- 
litionists. Pure  and  philanthropic  as  I  believe  the  mo- 
tives of  most  of  them  to  be,  I  have  seen  many  and  mc  st 
serious  obstacles  to  their  progress,  and  anticipated  fear- 
ful consequences  from  their  suceesa.  But  for  this  cauae, 
in  an  honest  diflTerence  of  sentiment  between  us,  I  have 
not  feh  at  liberty  to  withstand  their  right  of  petition. 
L^ke  my  colleague,  I  have  presented  their  memorials — 
willingly  and  cheerfully  presented  them-— as  the  will  of 
that  portion  of  my  constituents  who  have  committed 
them  to  my  charge.  I  have  presented  them  from  men 
and  women  of  as  pure,  elevated,  and  intellectual  charac- 
ter as  any  in  the  world;  men  and  women,  kind  and  gen- 
erous, and  of  tenderest  sympathies,  who  would  no  soon- 
er do  an  injury  or  an  act  of  injustice  to  any  human  being 
than  the  most  chivalrous  or  true-hearted  of  the  sons  or 
daughters  of  the  South.  Sir,  I  shall  continue  to  present 
these  petitions,  within  the  rules  of  the  House,  whenever 
and  as  often  as  they  are  transmitted  to  me. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  my  colleague,  in  presenting 
these  abolition  memorials,  has  eulogized  the  character 
of  those  who  have  subscribed  to  tbero.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Thompsoh]  in  an  especial 
manner  excepts  to  this  as  an  sggravation  of  the  offence, 
and  insists  that  it  evinces,  in  the  technical  language  of 
the  law,  ** a  heart  void  of  social  obligation,  and  fatally 
bent  upon  misdiief."  Will  the  honorable  gentle  man  be 
pleased  to  consider  whether  this  supposed  caut^e  of  ex- 
ception be  so  peculiarly  applicable  to  the  members  from 
Massachusetts,  or  to  this  clssa  of  petitions'  Sir,  do  not 
other  members  do  the  same  on  other  occasions,  and 
in  regard  to  every  other  aubject?  Is  it  not  usual,  com- 
mon, with  n  tl\e  rule  of  the  House,  or,  at  least,  the 
pract'ce  of  the  House,  so  to  do?  Has  not  a  member,  in 
presenting  a  petition  of  any  description,  a  r'ght  to  de- 
clare whence  and  from  whom  it  come&?  Mny  he  not 
say  that  thia  one,  who  subscribes  it,  is  a  minister  of  the 
gospel  of  peace;  that  another  is  a  citizen  of  the  highest 
intelligence  and  the  purest  virtue;  that  others  are  in- 
tellectual and  accomplished  women,  in  wht^se  breasts 
the  feelings  of  kindnesa  and  human  sympathy  ever 
find  a  home?  To  do  this,  is  it  an  oflTencer  How  often, 
sir,  have  the  character,  and  influence,  and  standing  in 
society,  of  petitionerH  been  stated  on  this  floor,  to  en- 
force the  praytr  of  their  petition?  In  the  memorable 
panic  session,  as  it  has  b<  en  termed,  of  the  last  Con- 
gress, on  a  question,  regarded  by  some  who  now  ex- 
hibit peculiar  senaitiveness  as  one  of  mere  pecuniary 
concern,  involving  the  simple  consideration  uhetlur 
the  revenue  of  the  country  should  be  deposited  in  one 
strong  box  or  another,  gentleoien  in  every  quarter  of 
the  House  stated  and  dwelt  upon  the  character  and 
standing  of  the  petitioners;  and  who  then  held  this  to  be 
a  breach  of  privilege  ?  Sir,  it  is  tytry  day's  practice. 
And  may  that  be  done  in  respect  to  matters  of  property 
which  is  forbidden  in  things  of  infinitely  higher  mo- 
men*,  aflTecting  the  lights  of  person  and  the  preroga- 
tives of  freemen,  the  liberty  of  speech  and  the  right  of 
petition?  Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  my 
vei.erable  collengue  to  have  been  charged  with  moie  of 
these  petitions  than  all  of  his  associatea  in  the  delega- 
tion together.  His  age,  his  character,  the  stations  he 
has  held,  and   his  standing   before  the   wcrld,  bare 
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brottght  upon  bim  responsibilities  which  othen  might 
not  have  borne.  The  people  have  thrown  upon  the 
shoulders  of  Ajax  the  weight  which  no  common  man 
could  have  sustained.  They  trusted  to  bis  talents^  his 
learning,  and  his  great  experience^  to  secure  to  him  the 
deference  of  respect  due  to  these  qualifications  in  the 
duties  he  was  called  upon  to  discharge.  If  this  shall  not 
now  be  accorded  to  him,  and  these  resolutions  are  to 
passy  I  shall,  in  common  with  my  colleagues,  not  cease 
to  lament  that  we  were  not  permitted  more  largely  to 
share  in  that  painful  pre-eminence  to  which  the  prefer- 
ence of  our  respective  more  immediate  constituents  may 
have  contributed  to  subject  him. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  another  topic  in  this  connexion 
upon  which  I  wish  to  address  a  few  words  to  the  con- 
sideration of  this  House.     Coming  from  the  State  by 
which  I  have  been  so  highly  honored,  and  knowing  full 
well,  as  I  think  I  do,  the  character  of  the  people  whom 
I  represent,  1  cannot  pass  by  this  occasion  without,  for 
the  first  time  since  I  have  been  on  this  floor,  expressing 
something  of  that  feeling  with  which  I  have  often  been 
compelled  to  listen  to  the  tone  of  remark  from  one  quar- 
ter of  this  House.     Sir,  I  have  sat  day  after  day,  week 
after  week,  year  after  year,  and  heard  the  North  and 
the  Bast  assailed   by  every  epithet  of  indignity  and  re- 
proach.    1  have  seen  honorable,  high-minded,  **  chival- 
rous" men  from  the  South  stand  up  in  their  place,  and 
heard  from  Iheir  lips  denunciations  of  a  whole  section 
of  country,  as  selfish,  sordid,  mean-spirited,  unpatriotic. 
In  the   fury  of  debate,  the  vocabulary  of  opprobrious 
terms  has  been  exhausted.     Respectful  petitions,  pre- 
sented by  my  colleagues  and  myself,  have  been  charac- 
terized as  the  acts  of  the  vilest  incendiaries!     I  rejoice 
in  the  opportunity  now  afforded  me  to  repel  these  most 
offensive  and  calumnious  aspersions.     Those  who  in- 
dulge in  Ibem  are  ignorant  alike  of  our  c>>aracter  and 
our  doings.     What  do  we  now  witness?    Under  a  rule 
of  the  House,  petitions  laid  on  your  table  without  being 
read,  and  yet,  with  no  knowledge  of  their  contents, 
flippantly  denounced  as  vile,  incendiary  productions! 
For  myself,  1  say  here,   in  my  place,  such  is  not  the 
character  of  a  single  psper  which  I  have  presented;  nor 
do  I  believe  it  applies  to  any  offered  by  either  ofnny 
colleagues.     On  the  contrary,  they  are  re«pectful  me- 
morials, clothed  in  language  decorous  to  the  body  to 
which  they  are  addressed,  and  appropriate  to  the  ob- 
ject they  are  des'*^ned  to  accomplish,  such  as  no  man  in 
a  fit  state  of  mind  for  legislation,  with  cool  and  deliber- 
ate judi^ment,  could  justly  take  ofience  at.     If  Southern 
gentlemen  had  done  with  this  class  of  memorials  as,  in 
my  humble  judgment,  it  would   hive  been  fur  their 
peace  and  happiness  to  have  done,  sent  tliem  to  the 
consideration  of  a  committee,  we  sliould  liave  had  fewer 
ofthenn  here,  and  a  better  feeling  on  the  part  of  those 
of  us  from  the  North  wboare  disposed,  by  every  reason- 
able means  within  our  power,  to  prevent  iaterference 
and  allay  agitation  at  home,  on  this  most  dangerous  sub- 
j  ct.     Great  injustice  has  been  done,  both  (o  us  and  to 
our  constituents,  in  (bit  hall.     Can  gentlemen  seriously 
believe  what  their  impassioned  feelings,  in  the  ardor  of 
debate,  too  often  lead  them  to  express?    There  are 
those  among  them  who  have  visited  at  least  one  portion 
of  the  country  from  whence  these  petitions  come,  and 
have  bad  some  opportunity  of  judging  of  the  character 
of  its  population.     What'  say  these  gentlemen  of  our 
New  England?     We  call  upon  them  to  stand  up  here 
and  testify.     Did  they  find  the  mass  of  our  citizens  ig- 
norant, priest-ridden    fanatics;    incendiarieSf  prepared 
for  deeds  of  r.ipine  and  blood,  and  eager  to  wrap  the 
dwellings  of  slaveholders  in  flimes?     Idle,  worse  than 
idle,  is  every  such  pretence  of  apprehension.     Those 
who  sign  these  petitions  are  among  the  most  harmless, 
moral,  conscientious,  pious  people  of  the  land.     They 


would  be  the  last  to  excite  to  violence,  or  willingly  do 
their  Southern  brethren  a  wrung.  They  are  acting  un- 
der honest  (however  mistaken)  convictions  of  du  ty .  They 
conscientiously  believe  that  a  great  moral  evil  exists  in  the 
form  of  slavery;  and  they  believe,  as  I  also  believe,  that 
Gqngresn  has  ttie  power  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave 
trttOe  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Beyond  this,  practi- 
cally, 1  have  never  found*  among  my  constituents,  man, 
woman,  or  child,  who  wished  to  go.  On  the  point  of 
sound  policy,  of  high  political  expediency,  of  the  pro- 
priety and  wisdom  of  the  interposition  of  this  power, 
of  the  tendency  of  the  meatiures  which  these  worthy 
people  propose,  to  improve  the  coi>dition  of  the  slaves 
themselves,  of  the  consequences,  here  and  elsewhere, 
of  sudden  and  entire  abolition,  even  within  the  District 
of  Columbia,  I  do,  indeed,  differ  with  them.  Out  I  re- 
spect their  motives.  Theira  may  be,  and  I  think  i^,  an 
error  of  judgment,  in  urging,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, and  in  the  present  excited  state  of  the  Sou'h, 
these  memorials  upon  Congress.  In  my  op'nion,  this  is 
not  the  time  for  their  favorable  reception,  or  for  the 
proper  action  upon.  them.  But  tbe  memorialists  view 
this  qaatter  in  i  different  l^ght.  Freemen  themselves 
they  deem  it  neither  consistent  with  the  character  of  a 
free  people,  nor  creditable  to  the  nation,  that  their  rep- 
resentatives should  be  If  gp«lating  here,  in  the  midst  of 
slaves.  They  plant  themselves  upon  the  conbtitution, 
and,  honestly  believing  that  they  bring  their  petitions 
within  its  spiriti  they  earnestly  implore  you  to  remove 
this  stigma  from  the  land.  And  will  you  noS  sir,  look 
into  the  matter?  Dare  you  not  trust  yourselves  with  a 
question  oi'er  which  you  have  exclusive  control?  Be- 
lieve me,  there  is  nothing  to  fear.  These  thous:inds  of 
women,  these  hundreds  of  clergymen,  the  kind-heart- 
ed, the  sympathetic,  and  the  dev-  ut,  who  sign  these 
petitions,  are  not  the  incendiaries  to  apply  the  torch  to 
Southern  dwellings.  Mny  not  piety  utter  its  prayer  f  r 
the  relief  of  human  misery?  May  not  female  tenderness 
heave  a  sigh  for  the  condition  of  the  oppressed,  without 
giving  occasion  for  alarm?  This  is  no  scheme  of  am- 
bition, no  plotting  of  selfish,  designing,  reckless  politi- 
cians. It  is  principally  the  unsophisticated,  the  artle«r, 
the  siirple,  and  the  unoffending,  who  thus  approacli 
you;  who,  regarding  duty  in  its  remote  relations,  and 
taking  counsel  of  their  k  nder  feelings,  believe  it  safe 
to  sak  you  if  you  cannot  interpose,  within  }our  own  un- 
limited jurisdiction,  to  alleviate  a  crying  tvil,  without 
prejudice  to  the  public  weal.  And  will  you  not  even 
hear  stich  a  request,  from  a  humiliating  distrust  of  the 
exercise  of  your  own  judgment,  to  grant  or  refuse  it' 

One  word  more  on  this  point,  with  the  indulj^ence  of 
the  House,  in  reference  to  the  State  from  wh'ch  I  comr. 
The  people  of  Massachusetts  are  a  just,  a  faithful,  and  a 
liberal  people.  They  are  devotedly  attached  to  the 
Union;  and,  for  Us  preservation,  will  ever  seek  to  culti- 
vate the  truest  sentiments  of  affection  and  respect  for 
their  brethren  of  the  boutit.  There  is  none  other  than 
kind  feeling  in  the  North  towards  the  South.  I  know 
this  to  be  the  fact.  !  full  well  know  that  even  those 
who  sigii  these  abolition  petitions  have  nothing  further 
from  their  hearts  than  harm  or  danger  to  the  Southern 
States.  They  call  slavery  a  sin;  but  they  charge  not 
upon  the  present  generation  the  responsibility  for  its 
existence.  They  look  into  the  constitution,  which  the 
North  will  be  the  last  to  violate,  ami  they  sec  and  rec- 
ognise there  the  guarantee  of  this  pecu1ia>  institution  of 
the  South  in  the  States  of  the  Union.  They  dream  not 
of  mischief  to  their  Southt  rn  brethren  from  the  indul- 
gence of  their  benevolent  wishes  for  the  freedom  of 
the  slave.  Not  a  man  among  ihem  but  would  stand 
appalled  at  the  very  thought  that  what  he  was  here  at- 
tempting would  incite  to  servile  insurrection  or  civil 
war.    If  the  time  and  the  occasion  shall  ever  come — 
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which  may  Heaven  in  mercy  avert!— when»  however 
instigated,  (he  hand  of  the  slave  shall  be  raised  against 
his  lawful  master,  and  the  tocsin  of  alarm  shall  b«  sound- 
ed from  our  Southern  bordero,  then  shall  it  be  known 
that  the  cords  of  a  flection,  of  a  common  kindred,  and 
of  ancient  friendships  wilh  our  Southern  brethren,  are 
closely  knit  in  every  Northern  bosom,  and  that  the  hour 
of  trial  with  -them  cannot  pass,  without  our  sympathy 
and  generous  participation  in  their  service  and  sufFer- 
inp. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  represent,  with  my  colleagues,  the  pea* 
pie  of  a  State  who  were  early  taught  the  value  of  civil  lib- 
erty. They  know  of  no  freedom  without  (he  freedom  of 
speech,  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  the  right  of  petition, 
'i^hey  derive  not  these  enjoyments  from  any  parchment 
charter  of  Government,  but  claim  them  as  the  absolute, 
unqualified  inheritance  of  freemen,  the  prerogative  of 
civilized,  social  man.  The  constitution  of  Massachusetts 
was  adopted  in  the  midst  of  the  great  struggle  for  Amer- 
ican liberty;  and  there  is  written,  in  le((ers  of  gold,  in 
her  glorious  Bill  of  Rights,  that  the  right  uf  the  people 
peaceably  to  assemble  and  petition  is  an  inalienable 
right,  and  cannot  be  impaired;  that  the  liberty  of  speech 
and  of  the  press  is  essential  to  freedom  in  a  State,  and 
ought  not  to  be  restrained.  It  is  upon  these  fundamen- 
tal principles,  first  proclaimed  by  themselves,  and  after- 
wards ingrafted  iuto  (he  frame  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, mainly  by  the  action  of  the  convention  of  Mussi- 
chusetts,  that  the  people  of  Massachusetts  claim  the 
right  to  speak,  and  write,  and  petition.  .  (laving  this 
right,  they  send  their  petitions  here;  and  all  they  ask  or 
hope  is,  that  their  requests  may  be  considered,  and  such 
disposition  made  of  them  as  best  comports  with  the 
honor,  peace,  and  welfare  of  the  nation.  They  mean 
no  oftence;  they  meditate  no  wrong;  and,  in  vindicating 
them,  I  do  but  vindicate  and  assert  those  great  princi- 
ples of  civil  liberty,  to  enforce  and  carry  out  which  this 
Government  was  founded,  and  the  subversion  of  which 
this  republic  cannot  survive. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  risen  and  made  these  unpremed- 
itated lemarks,  not  knowing  that  I  shall  even  be  sustain- 
ed by  a  single  member  from  my  own  Stat*',  or  the 
North,  in  protesting  against  the  passage  of  the  resolu* 
tions  upon  your  table.  But,  whether  I  stand  a^one  or 
am  supported,  1  can  never  c^insent  that  my  venerable 
colleague  shall  be  brought  to  your  bar,  to  be  censured 
for  a  conscientious  discdarge  of  duty.  What  he  has 
done  he  has  manfully,  rightfully,  nobly  done,  in  de- 
fence of  the  inestimable  right  of  petition  and  the  free- 
dom of  speech  in  this  House. 

Mr.  BYNUM  (hen  addressed  (he  House  at  some  length, 
and  concluded  by  submitting  the  followinf^  proposition: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  **ReioIced/*  and  insert, 
*'  That  an  a((empt  to  present  any  pttition  or  memorial 
froni  any  slave  or  slaves,  f*r  free  n^gro,  from  any  part  of 
the  Union,  is  a  contempt  of  the  Uouse,  and  calculated 
to  embroil  it  in  a  strife  and  ccMifu«ion  incompatible  with 
the  dignity  of  the  body;  and  that  any  member  guilty  of 
the  St  me  justly  subjects  himself  to  the  censure  of  the 
House. 

'*  liefo'vedt  I'liat  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  (he  fact  wheih  r  any  sulIi  Attempt  has  been  made 
by  any  member  of  this  House,  and  report  the  same  to 
the  House  as  soon  as  practicable." 

Mr.  GRAVES  addressed  (he  Chair  as  fullowS: 

I  have  arisen  tu  submit  a  few  remarks  in  support  of 
the  vote  1  shall  feel  m>self  constrained  to  give  on  this 
subject. 

Sir,  I  am  from  a  slave  h  old- ng  State,  myself  a  slavehold- 
er, and  am  not  ashamed  to  acknowledge  it.  And  1  do  en- 
ter my  most  solemn  protest  against  the  abolitioniat*,  or 
any  other  portion  of  (he  population  of  the  non-slavehold- 
ing  States,  io  iuterlere  in  any  degree,  as  remotely  soevt 


er  as  it  may  be,  with  (he  subject  of  shirery  in  the  slave- 
holding  States.  And  I  state,  further,  that  I  am  utterly 
opposed  to  the  object  of  (he  prayer  of  those  who  have 
petitioned  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  for  although  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that 
Congress  has  a  right  to  legislate  on  this  subject,  I  am 
utterly  and  wholly  opposed  to  any  effort  te  touch  it,  lor 
nsany  of  the  moit  obvious  reasons;  one  of  which,  para- 
mount to  all  others,  ia  the  freKng  uf  the  Southern  slave- 
holding  States;  for  gentlemen  from  the  South  have  as- 
sumed an  unbroken  front  in  assuring  us  that  the  first  ef« 
fort  to  legislate  on  this  subject  will  produce  an  instanta- 
neous dissolution  of  the  Union,  to  which  I  am,  in  the 
sincerity  of  my  soul,  attached  above  all  other  political 
considerations.  Bui,  sir,  I  cannot  go  with  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  the  lengths  proposed.  1  cannot  consent 
to  pass  a  vote  of  censure  on  any  honorable  member^ 
whether  from  the  North  or  the  South,  the  Eist  or  the 
WesS  for  rising  in  hia  place  and  orderly  asking  a  ques- 
tion, or  independently  expressing  an  opinion,  as  much 
soever  as  I  may  believe  them  to  be  erroneous,  or  as  mon- 
strous soever  as  all  may  admit  them  to  be. 

Sir,  [  calmly  ask  this  House  to  take  a  dispaisionatp, 
common-sense  view  of  what  it  seems  we  are  about  to 
do,  under  the  influence  of  heated  imagination  and  excite- 
ment, almost  by  acclamation;  the  facta  in  the  case  are 
few  and  easily  understood.  They  are  simply  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  arose  in  his  place  and  asked  of  the 
Chair- 
Mr.  Adams  slated  that  he  bad  in  hia  possession  a  pa- 
per upon  which  he  wished  to  have  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker.  It  purported  to  be  a  petition  from  twenty- 
two  slaves,  declaring  themselves  such,  and  he  was  re- 
quested to  present  It.  He  wislied  to  know  whether  the 
Speaker  would  cnneider  the  paper  as  embraced  by  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  the  18th  of  January  laat. 

The  Spsakie  answered  that  the  gentleman  having 
the  paper  in  his  possession  was  the  best  judge  of  the  mat- 
ter; but  if  the  gentleman  would  send  the  paper  to  the 
Chair,  he  would  then  decide. 

Mr.  Adaks  said  .if  he  sent  it  to  the  Chair  it  would 
then  be  in  pussession  of  the  House,  whereas  he  wished 
to  know  of  the  Speaker  whether  it  came  within  the  res- 
olution of  (he  House  of  the  18ih  of  January,  before  he 
presented  it.  The  paper  purported  to  come  from  slaves; 
and  this,  like  the  other  petition  which  he  bad  last  pre- 
sented, was  one  of  the  caaes  to  which  he  had  alluded,  in 
before  stating  to  (he  House  that,  when  he  received  iheas, 
a  doubt  had  arisen  in  his  mind  whether  the  paper  waa 
genuine,  or  whether  it  was  spurious  and  an  imposition. 
The  paper  appeared  to  be  signed  pirtly  by  persons  who 
could  not  write,  but  made  their  marks,  and  partly  by  per- 
sons, jtidging  ftom  the  handwriting,  of  KttJe  education. 
He  would  send  the  paper  (o  (he  table. 

Mr.  UiWLBR  objected  to  its  going  to  the  table. 

The  Spbakkr  said,  as  this  was  a  novel  case,  he 
would  leave  it  to  the  House,  ami  take  iu  advice  and 
couns'l. 

For  this  supposed  crime  (said  Mr.  Gaivsa)  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Suu(h  Carolina  [Mr.  Thompsor] 
has  submitted  a  resohition  to  have  him  brought  to  the 
bar  of  the  House  and  reprimanded  by  the  Chair.  Now, 
sir,  whilst  I  wholly  d  f!'er  with  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  in  supposing,  as  he  sa)  s  he  does,  that 
slaves  have  a  right  to  petition  this  House,  and  wbilat  I 
suppoiie  that  nut  a  member  on  this  floor  concurs  with 
that  gentleman  in  this  most  extraordinary  opinion,  )et 
he  has  asserted  to  this  House  that  every  human  being, 
whether  bond  or  free,  has  a  right  to  petition  this  biKly. 
He  ►ays  that  such  are  the  conclusions  of  his  best  reflec- 
tions, and  as  such  intended,  if  he  had  found  it  not  di»a- 
greeable  to  the  Uouse,  to  have  discharged  what  he  con- 
ffidered  his  duty,  by  presenting  it.     And  for  this  expres- 
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sion  of  what  I  feel  myself  constrained  to  believe  to  be 
an  honest  but  a  most  absurd  opinion,  we,  the  members 
of  this  House,  are  called  on  to  pass  a  vote  of  censure  on 
one  who  has  filled  with  honor  to  himself  and  his  country 
what  1  consider  the  highest  station  on  earth;  one  whose 
history  is  identified  with  that  of  our  common  country. 

I»  sir,  supported,  with  all  the  humble  influence  which 
I  possessed,  the  administration  of  that  honorable  gentle- 
man. But  I  regret  to  say  his  course  since  I  have  met 
him  on  this  floor  haa  moat  generally  met  with  my  most 
decided  dissp probation  and  condemnation.  But,  sir*  in 
the  vote  I  am  about  to  give,  I  am  not  to  regard  any  opin- 
ions f  may  have  or  now  do  entertain  of  that  honorable 
gentleman's  course  on  other  subjects.  But  I  look  only 
to  the  abstract  queation  of  the  operation  of  the  proposed 
movement  upon  a  member  of  this  Mouse.  Believing 
that  the  obvious  tendency  of  this  movement  is  calcula- 
ted, though  no  doubt  unintentional  on  the  part  of  the 
mover,  to  abridge  the  freedom  of  speech  here,  I  will 
never,  as  long  as  I  maintain  the  stand  of  an  American 
Congresaman,  consent  to  tske  this  or  any  other  step 
which  is  calculated  to  restrict  the  liberty  of  speech  in 
any  member  of  this  body»  or  any  other  American  citizen. 
Sir,  it  is  insisted,  notwithstanding  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  disavows  any  such  intention,  that  the  ques- 
tion which  he  haa  aaked  the  House  was  calculated  and 
designed  to  ridicule  and  bring  into  contempt  the  resolution 
adopted  by  this  House,  by  which  all  petitionaand  papera 
of  every  description,  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  slavery, 
ahould  be  received  and  laid  on  the  table,  without  read- 
ing. Now,  sir,  if  it  was  the  intention  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  bring  contempt  and 
ridicule  on  this  or  any  other  measure  of  this  House,  he 
has  only  done  that  from  which  such  a  design  might  be 
inferred:  be  intended  a  reflection  on  that  resolution, 
and  to  show  what  he  saya  is  the  absurd  operation  ofsaeb 
a  rale,  whilst  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Pigkmb]  haa  openly  and  boldly  announced,  in  bis  speech 
upon  this  subject,  that  be  denounced  this  resolution, 
adopted  by  the  overwhelming  vote  of  this  House,  with 
but  16  members  from  aiavehoiding  Statea  voting  against 
it,  aa  both  contemptible  and  ridiculous,  without  offend- 
ing the  sensibility  of  this  body.  Shall  we  pass  a  vote  of 
censure  on  the  venerable  member  from  Massachusetta 
for  doing  that  which  has  been  done  with  impunity  by 
another?  I  am  not  one  of  the  number  to  take  thia  step 
by  joining  in  this  vole  of  censure.  1  am  not  for  censur- 
ing either  of  those  gentlemen,  for  I  am  for  allowing  the 
greateat  possible  latitude  to  debater*,  to  the  entire  free- 
dom of  apeecb,  and  will  resiat  to  the  last  moment  any  en- 
croachment on  either. 

But,  sir,  allow  me  to  take  another  view  of  this  sub- 
ject. We  are  not  authorized  to  infer,  from  the  question 
which  the  gentleman  haa  asked,  that  he  deaigned  to 
bring  into  ridicule  and  contempt  this  House,  or  anv  of 
its  acta.  Though  I  conleas  I  thought  differently  at  firat, 
now  that  the  gentleman  has  asserted,  in  hia  place,  that 
he  hid  a  definite  and  practical  object  in  asking  this 
question;  that  it  was  bis  object,  if  it  should  be  approba- 
ted by  the  House,  to  proceed  to  present  the  petition : 
now,  air,  I  believe  it  was  the  object  of  that  honorable 
gentleman  to  learn,  through  the  Speaker,  whether  it 
would  be  agreeable  to  the  House  for  him  to  present  this 
petition.  Sir,  if,  then,  a  member  deaires  to  take  a  step 
in  thia  Houae  which  his  conscience  approvea,  and  he 
feela  it  hia  duty  to  do,  and  atill,  from  respect  to  the 
House,  shall  ask  their  opinion  on  the  aobject,  shall  we, 
who  profess  to  stand  up  against  any  encroachment  on 
the  liberty  of  the  citizen,  vote  a  reaolution  to  censure  a 
free  citizen,  a  representative  of  freemen,  for  thus  daring 
to  ask  the  pleaaure  of  the  House  as  to  a  step  which  be 
thi oka  right  f 
Sir,  I  have  witnessed  many  things  in  this  House  which 


I  thought  very  much  out  of  order,  snd  language  from 
which  a  great  disrespect  to  the  opinions  of  the  House 
might  much  more  readily  be  inferred,  than  from  the  lan- 
guage of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  Yet  I  have 
never  felt  disposed  to  pass  a  vote  of  censure  on  an  hon- 
orable member  for  this  courses  Sir,  there  are,  to  my 
mind,  numberless  objections  to  this  resolution  of  cen- 
sure. Once  establish  it  as  a  principle  that  a  member 
may  be  degraded,  by  a  vote  of  censure,  for  expressing 
an  opinion  which  a  majority  thinks  is  not  orthodox, 
which  they  may  suppose  is  disrespectful  to  some  meas- 
ure which  they  have  adopted,  and  where'  is  it  to  stop? 
Sir,  th  -re  is  no  telling.  Once  set  a  precedent  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  extraordinary  power,  and  how  soon  may 
gentlemen  of  the  minority  of  this  House  find  it  operating 
with  the  greatest  possible  severity  upon  them  with  whom 
[  glory  in  being  numbered? 

Sir,  I  have  stood  breast  to  breast  with  gentlemen  from 
slaveholding  States,  and  other  sections  of  this  Union,  in 
battling  against  what  we  all  profess  to  think  to  be  en- 
croachments upon  the  liberty  of  the  citizen.  But,  sir, 
I  must  be  excused  for  pausing  to  take  thia  step,  which 
1  regard  at  all  times  aa  an  extieme  remedy,  and  which, 
under  the  present  circumrtancea,  is  unnecessary.  What, 
then,  are  the  facta  of  this  case? 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has,  in  bis  irgu* 
ments  on  this  floor,  asserted  heretofore  that  the  right  of 
petition  ought  not  to  be  reatricted,  but  that  it  should  be 
held  open  to  every  human  being.  That,  entertaining 
the  opinions  he  does  on  the  subject,  he  should  feel  him- 
self unauthorized  to  refuse  to  present  the  petition  of  any 
human  being  that  might  be  aent  to  him.  These  argu- 
ments of  the  gentleman  were  delivered  when  advocating 
and  defending  the  petitiooera  of  the  North,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  abolishing  slavery  in  this  District.  And«  I  sup- 
pose, to  try  his  faith  in  thia  opiniun,  and  to  ridicule  its 
absurdity,  this  petition  from  twenty -two  slaves,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  presentation  of  which  he  asked  the  of- 
fensive question,  was  aent  to  him.  And,  further,  to 
ahow  it  was  intended  to  ridicule  him  and  bis  opinions, 
I  understand  they  pray  that  the  gentleman  himself,  and 
all  such  as  entertain  abolition  principles,  shall  be  expel- 
led from  this  House.  Does  not  the  fact  that  this  came 
from  staves  in  a  slaveholding  State,  praying  to  have  the 
honorable  gentleman  expelledt  ahow,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all,  that  it  waa  deaigned  to  ridicule  him,  and  test  the 
sincerity  of  hia  professions?  This,  1  have  no  doubt,  waa 
done  by  peraons  who  abominate  the  gentleman  and  his 
opinions.  Sir,  if  the  gentleman  from  Massschusetts  is  to 
be  censured  for  thia  language  of  his,  may  not  a  majority 
of  this  House,  who  disagree  with  me  on  national  politics, 
as  well  undertake  to  punish  me  for  contempt  ordisre- 
spect,  for  uttering  an  opinion  which,  in  the  presence  of 
my  God  and  my  country,  is  true — that,  in  effect,  our 
Government  has  been  revolutionized  under  this  admin- 
istration} that  all  power  is  concentered  in  your  Presi- 
dent; that  he  has  aaserted  prerogative  after  prerogative, 
usurped  power  after  power,  until  he  now  has  more 
power,  and  governs  with  infinitely  less  restraint,  than 
either  the  King  of  England  or  France? 

Sir,  I  will  now,  and  aa  long  aa  1  may  remain  here, 
battle  againat  every  inch  of  such  grounds.  1  do  nut  know 
that  I  ahall  have  a  single  member  from  a  slaveholding 
State  with  me  in  voting  against  thia  reaolution,  except 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Robkbt- 
soiTi]  but,  sir,  if  I  stood  alone,  I  should  think  the  stand 
the  more  glorioua.  I  know  of  no  criterion  by  which  to 
govern  my  courae  on  this  or  any  other  subject,  other  than 
the  dictates  of  my  own  judgment { that,  air,  I  will  follow, 
lead  roe  where  it  may.  Sir,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that 
the  fanaticism  in  the  North  upon  the  aubject  of  slavery 
in  the  slaveholding  States  proceeds  mainly  from  a  mis- 
apprehension on  the  condition  of  the  alaves.    They  sup- 
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pose  that  slaveholders  treat  their  slaves  like  brutes;  that 
they  are  not  supplied  with  the  necessaries  of  life,  with 
-  necessary  food  and  raiment.  In  this  they  are  greatly 
mistaken.  Sir»  the  population  of  the  slaveholding  States 
are  as  kind,  benevolent,  and  as  beneficent  a  people  as 
live  on  earth,  and  treat  their  slaves  not  as  brutes  but  as 
human  bcing5>,  entitled  to  all  the  indulfrences  which  are 
consistent  with  their  condition.  But  if  the  people  of  the 
slaveholding  States  were  insensible  to  every  feeling  of 
humanity,  and  were  only  capable  of  being  operated  on 
by  the  most  sordid  and  selfish  considerations,  they  would 
perceive  it  to  be  their  most  obvious  policy  both  to  clothe 
and  feed  the  slave  well,  for  by  it  his  health  is  promoted 
and  his  life  prolonged.  Sir,  1  profess  to  understand  per- 
fectly well  the  relations  subsisting  between  master  and 
slave,  and  I  hesitate  not  to  say  that  the  condition  of  the 
slave,  particularly  in  Kentucky,  the  State  1  have  the 
honor  in  part  to  represent,  is  better  than  the  condition  of 
the  poor  portion  of  the  population  of  any  nation  on  earth; 
for  there  the  necessaries  of  life  are  so  cheap  that  the 
food  and  clothing  of  a  slave  are  but  small  considerations 
with  the  owner. 

The  adoption  of  a  resolution  of  censure  on  the  vener- 
able gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  taken  in  connexion 
with  the  severe  and  acrimonious  censure  which  Southern 
gentlemen,  in  this  debate,  have  cast  on  these  deluded 
citizens  of  the  North,  who  have  sent  their  petitions  to  us 
fur  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  this  District,  would,  in  my 
estimation,  be  the  most  unwise  step  which  could  be 
taken  by  this  body,  desirous  as  it  must  be  to  allay  the 
unfortunate  excitement  whxh  is  now  prevailing^n  the 
subject  of  the  petitions  sent  here.  It  is  inconsistent  with 
the  freedom  of  the  age  to  expect  to  drive  a  community 
from  opinions  ubich  they  have  adopted,  except  by  show- 
ing them  to  be  erroneous.  You  cannot  by  denunciation 
drive  them  from  making  efforia  to  accomplish  favorite 
objects,  except  by  convincing  them  of  their  impractica- 
bility. But  let  them  once  see  the  utter  inutility  of  fur- 
ther efforts,  of  the  obvious  folly  of  perseverance,  and 
they  will  probably  desist;  but  no  individual  or  commu- 
nity was  ever  convinced  of  an  erroneous  opinion  by  de- 
nunciation. Let  them  see  that  they  may  petition,  and 
Congress  will  disregard  their  prayers,  and  lay  their  pe- 
titions on  the  table  without  reading,  and  it  would  be 
worse  than  fully  in  them  to  persevere  in  their  useless 
course. 

Whilst  I  am  prepared  to  admit  that  many  honest  per- 
sons in  the  North,  believing  slavery  to  be  opposed  to  and 
possibly  inconsistent  with  religion,  have  become  fanat- 
icf,  and  are  seen  sending  their  petitions  for  its  abolition 
in  this  District,  let  me  tell  them  thar  course  is  fraught 
with  the  worst  of  consequences;  it  is  not  only  welding 
more  strongly  the  fetters  of  slavery,  but  it  is  now  ver- 
ging on  producing  that  state  of  parties  in  this  Union 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  so  much  deprecated,  which  every 
lover  of  this  Union  must  deprecate  above  all  other  cur- 
ses that  can  befall  our  country — a  state  of  parties  divided 
by  geographical  lines,  which,  when  formed,  will,  yea, 
must,  inevitably  burst  asunder  the  bonds  of  this  blessed 
Union. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  then  inqtiired  whether  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolinfi,  which  was  pro- 
posed as  an  amendment,  was  in  order.  He  made  this 
inquiry  because  he  considered  that,  if  this  resolution  was 
in  order,  the  subject  lost  its  character  of  a  question  of 
privilege. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  it  was  in  order. 
Mr.  PHILLIPS  appealed  from  this  decision,  and  went 
on  briefly  to  discuss  his  point  of  order. 

The  CHAIU  then  sUted  the  grounds  of  his  decision, 
and  read  the  parliamentary  law  on  the  subject;  when 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  said,  tosive  the  time  of  the  House, 
he  would  withdrew  the  appeal. 


Mr.  PATTON  obtained  the  floor,  and  made  some  few 
remarks — invoked  gentlemen  of  the  South  not  longer  to 
discuss  this  subject,  but  to  take  the  vote  as  soon  as 
Northern  men  were  disposed  to  do  so.  Mr.  P.  concluded 
by  moving  the  fallowing  resolutions,  as  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment  : 

Resolved^  That  the  right  of  petition  does  not  belong  to 
slaves  of  this  Union;  that  no  petition  from  them  can  be 
presented  to  this  House  without  derogating  from  the 
rights  of  the  slaveholding  States,  and  endangering  the 
integrity  of  the  Union. 

Resolved^  That  every  member  who  shall  hereafter  pre- 
sent any  such  petition  to  this  House  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  regardless  of  the  feelings  of  this  H'^use,  the 
rights  of  the  South,  and  an  enemy  to  the  Union. 

Resohed,  That  the  Hon.  Jodk  Q.  Amvs  having 
solemnly  disclaimed  a  design  of  doing  any  thing  disre- 
spectful to  the  House  in  the  inquiry  he  made  of  the 
Speaker  as  to  the  petition  purporting  to  be  from 
slaves,  and  having  avowed  his  intention  not  to  offer  to 
present  the  petition  if  the  House  was  of  opinion  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  presented— therefore,  all  further  pro- 
ceedings as  to  his  conduct  now  cease. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker:  I  am  reluctant,  sir,  to  throw  myself 
again  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  House.  The  original 
resolution  which  I  submitted  upon  this  subject,  and 
which  seems  so  much  to  have  shocked  the  delicate  sen- 
s  bilities  of  some  gentlemen,  was  dictated  by  the  irre- 
pressible feelings  which  the  conduct  of  the  honorable 
member, from  Massachusetts  was  so  well  calculated  to 
excite.  More  calm  reflection  has  only  served  to  con- 
firm me  in  the  opinion  that  the  course  which  I  adopted 
was  that  which  duty  demanded;  and  although  I  should 
not  be  sustained  by  a  single  vote,  it  would  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  shake  my  purpoae.  No,  sir;  in  this,  aa 
in  every  other  contest  oCduty,  honor,  and  right,  there  ia 
consolation,  if  in  nothing  else,  in  the  glorious  sentiment 
of  Henry  at  Agincourt:  ••The  fewer  men,  the  greater 
share  of  honor."  It  Is  not  the  first  time  that,  in  the  mo- 
ment of  conflict,  I  have  found  myself  abandoned  by  some 
of  those  who  had  urged  me  into  it.  I  am  somewhat  in 
the  condition  of  Richard  before  the  fatal  day  of  Bosworth  .- 
my  allies  dropping  off  one  by  one.  Like  him,  1  hope 
in  nothing  else.  Gentlemen  who  yesterday  reproved 
my  flagging  zeal,  and  urged  a  resolution  for  the  expul- 
sion of  the  member  from  Maasachuietts,  to-day  find  my 
resolution  too  strong  by  half.  All  1  desire  is,  the  formal 
and  unequivocal  expression  of  the  House,  that  (o  pre- 
sent a  petition  from  slaves  is  unauthorized  by  the  consti- 
tution, a  disrespect  to  the  House,  and  a  violation  of  the 
rights  and  feelings  of  a  portion  of  its  members.  I  have 
no  peisonal  feelings  of  vengeance  against  the  honorable 
member  [Mr.  Adams]  to  gratify,  altlMugh  his  habitually 
harassing  the  House,  and  irritating  conduct  on  thia  sub- 
ject of  abolition,  have  been  well  calculated  to  rouse  such 
feelings.  How  great  have  been  his  trespasses  during  thia 
session  upon  your  patience,  and  that  of  the  House*  is  in 
the  knowledge  of  every  member. 

My  honorable  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Robsrtsob] 
admits  that  the  conduct  of  the  member  from  Massachu- 
setts was  "  a  wanton  trifling  with  the  House,  and  un- 
justifiable torturing  of  the  feelinga  of  ita  members;  and 
that  the  subsequent  explanations  of  tlie  gentleman  noth- 
ing extenuate  the  oflTence."  Now,  sir,  I  beg  to  be  in- 
formed, if  a  wanton  trifling  with  the  House  and  tortur- 
ing the  feelings  of  its  members  is  not  a  disrespect  de- 
serving censure*  what  is? 

The  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Lixr- 
colh]  has  urged  with  much  zeal  and  force  that  there 
was  no  offence  in  the  question  which  was  asked; 
that  there  can  be  no  violation  of  the  decorum  of  the 
House  in  asking  a  question— a  question  which  may  or 
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may  not  b^  answered.  Is  this  truft  nr.^  No  oifence  in 
ft  question!  Can-  greater,  offence  be  offered  than  by 
aaking  flome  que&tiona?  There  are  some  questions  not 
to  be  asked  I  and  this  is  one  o/  them.  Is  it  no  disrespect 
to  aak  a  member  if  he  is  i9ot  destitute  of  honor  ar 
truth?  None  whiaterer,  according  to  the  argument/ be- 
cause the  question  may  be  answered  or  not. 

SlarcB  have  no  right  to'petition.  They  are  property, 
not  pereons)  they^  have  no  political  rights;  and  even  their 
civil  rights  must  be  claimed  through  their  masters. 
Having  no  political  rights.  Congress  has  no  power  in  re- 
gard to  them,  and  therefore  no  right  to  receive  their  pe* 
titions.  They  are  property,  not  persons,  under  the 
constitution.  The  constitution  is  the'  paramount  role  of 
the  House;  and  any  attempt^ -however  made,  to  present 
petiliona  from  them  is  a  violation  of  that  constitution, 
aod  A.  flagrant  di^espect  and  insult  to  a  portion  of  its 
members.  Does  any  man  dare  to. claim  that  the  House 
of  which  I  am  a  member  la  a  tribunal  to  which  appeals 
from  my  slaves  are  to  be  addressed,  and  in  which  their 
denoBciationa  of  jne  are  to  be  received  .V  This  is  a  ques- 
tion that  I  win  Dotr  argue.  From  the  position  that  slaves 
have  a  right  to  petition,  to  that  which  ibould  ssacrt  their 
rif^to  v-ot^^  <*  the  step  is  short  and  natural."  They 
can  have  no  such  right,  unless  they  have  -political  rights. 
If  they  have,  to  refuse  them  an  agency  in  making  the 
lawa  by  whieb  those  righta  are  guarded  is  to  violate  the 
great  /undamehtal  principle  of  our  Revolution.  If  they 
bftsve  the  right  to  petition,  the  principle  must  be  carried 
o«l  to  that  extent.  I  repeat,  sir,  I  will  not  argue  auch 
a  question  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  show  the 
enormity  of  the  act  of  offering  si^cb  a  petition. 

The  gentleraaiT  from  Massachusetts  [&fr.  liiscoLn] 
objects  that  the  oh^rge  is  inde6nite,  intaitgible.  How, 
says  be,  did  the  member  trifle  with  the  House'  I  will  tell 
you,  sir.  After  presenting  Tarious  abolition  petitions,  the 
member  ^ Mr.  An  A3u]vtated  that  he  bad  a  petition  from 
twcnty.t wo  slaves,  and- asked  if  it  came  within  the  reso- 
kition  of.  the  gentleman.. from  Kentucky,-  [Mr.  HAWxsf] 
thus  giving  to  tbe-Uouse  an  additional  reason  to  believe 
that  the  prajrer  of  the  petition  was  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery.  I  inquired  if  U  was  an  abolition  petition,  and 
rcqueated  ihat  it  might  be  read.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts  declined  to  answer.  My  friend 
from  Alabftma{Mr<  Lawis]  inouiredof  the  Chair  whether 
the  petition  did -pray  for  the  abolitiQn  of  slavery.  He  was 
informed  by  the  Chair  that  it  did*  The  honorable  mem^ 
Iter  wa»  silent,  .and  permitted  the  misapprehension  of 
the  Chair,  into  whioh  he  had  led  both  you,  sir,  and  the 
whole  Mouse,  to  remain  ^inoorrected,  when  he  alone  had 
it  in  his  power  to  set  the  House  right.  One  word  from 
him  would  have- sufficed.  He  refused  to  give  that  one 
word.  He-allowed  more  than  one  resolution  to  be  sub- 
mitted sad  speeches  to  be  made  on-  that  supposition i 
and  not  until  he  supposed  the  House  suSciently  embar- 
rassed and  entrapped  did  be  coi^escend  to  state  what 
was  the  nature  of  the  petition.  Is  not  this  trifling  with 
the  House/  Let  every  .member  honestly  answer  the 
question.  But,  air,  I  take  broader  ground.  -To  present 
any  petition,  for  any  objeot,  (and  it  is  perfectly  indiffer- 
ent what  that  object  is,)  from  slaves,  is  without  authori-- 
ty  or  right,  aod  an^ unjustifiable  and  insolent  trifling  with 
the  House. 

The  honorable  niember  fronv Kentucky  [Mr.  GaATss} 
has  replied  to  an.argament  which  no  one  has  used.  I 
certainly. have  Tiot.  ■  He  aeetas  to  suppose  that  the  act  of 
the  bondrable  member  from  Massachusetts  is  regarded 
as  offensive,  because  it  is  calculated  to  bring  into  con- 
tempt the  resoltttions  of  his  honorable  oolkague,  [Mr. 
H^wsa,]  1  have  not  heard  any  such,  ground  assumed. 
I  shall  certainty  be  one  of  the  last  to  break  a  lance  in 
defence  of  those  resolutions.  The  same  honorable  mem- 
ber has  atsoftrguedUi^t  it  could  be  no  disrespect,  as  the 
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member  from  Massachusetts  disclaims  any  such  inten- 
tion. Does  not  every  one  see  this  would  excuse  any 
the  greatest  violation  ef  decorum.'  A  member  may  ask 
another  if  be  is  not  guilty  of  falsehood,  and  is  not  a 
knave,  and  in  his  defence  ssy  he  meant  no  offence:  ia 
he  to  pass  without  censure? 

The  honorable  member  is  a  slaveholder,  and  repre- 
sents  slaveholders,  and  on  that  account  I  must  say  that  I 
have  heard  no  speech  on  this  floor  which  has  grated  so 
harshly  on  my  ear.  I  regretted  it,  deeply  regretted  i% 
as  coming  from  a  slaveholder.  It  concedes,  in  my  judg- 
ment, the  most  vital  principles  for  which  the  abolitionists 
contend.  Look  at  their  petitions.  They  say  that  slave- 
ry  is  an  evil,  a  national  sin,  and  a  disgrace.  Will  these 
be  cured- by  abolition  in  this  miserable  ten  miles  square' 
Does  any  man  believe  that  their  purposes  are  confined 
to  that?  You  might  as  well  tell  me  that  you  would  set  fire 
to  ten  feet  square  in  a  dry  prairie,  and  that  you  designi^d 
.and  expected  that  it  would  extend  no  further.  No, 
sir;  these  men,  fanatica  as  they  are,  understand  their 
game.  They  know  that  thia  is  our  weakeat  point — that 
upon  which  their  strongest  show  of  plausible  argument 
can  be  madei  and,  like  a  skilful  commander,  they  first 
assail  the  weakest  point  of  the  enemy,  aa  diseases  settle 
upon  the  weakest  part  of  the  system;  and  a  more  pesti- 
lent disease  than  this  does  not  exist.  It  is  a  foul  and 
blasting  malaria,  which  is  prostrating  the  justice,  virtue, 
and  independence,  of  a  portion  of  the  country.  Is  there 
not  at  least  one  member  on  this  floor,  who  last  session 
was  opposed  to  these  wretches,  but  who,  at  the  Ust 
election,  was  obliged  to  give  in  his  adhesion  or  give  up 
his  seat  here^a  painful  alternative  to  any  but  a  patriot— 
to  a  patriot  a  proud  occasion  of  sacrificing  the  poor 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  body  to  his  sense  of  justice  and 
right-^to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  Union. 

They  regard  abolition  in  the  District  as  a  first  but  de- 
cisive step  to  abolition  in  the  States.  So  do  I.  So  does 
the  whole  slaveholding  country.  The  gentleman  con- 
cedes them  the  power  here,  and  we  are  only  tenants  at 
suffierance,  at  will — and  at  the  will  of  those  who  we 
know  will  strike  the  blow  whenever  they  dare  do  it. 
They  are  adders  fanged  and  coiled,  and  only  do  not 
strike  because  they  dare  not.  Is  this  the  aid  which 
slaveholders  in  this  body  give  to  each  other?  '<  Call  ye 
this  backing  your  friends?  A  plsgue  of  auch  backing, 
say  I." 

I  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  may  say  that  I  am  not  respon- 
sible for  the  erratic  and  discursive  course  of  this  debate. 
I  have  endeavored  to  confine  myself  to  the  subject  be- 
fore the  House,  and  I  now  reluctantly  scdvert  to  some 
topics'  not  strictly  pertinent,  but  which  have  not  been 
first  involved  by  me.  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  LrxcoLir]  has  complained  of  severe  denuncia- 
tions of  his  State.  Not  by  me,  sir.  I  am  guiltless  on 
this,  as  on  all  former  occasions.  I  would  not  wantonly 
assail  the  character  of  any  State,  and  especially  of  that 
ancient,  enlightened,  and  renowned  Commonwealth. 
But  when  these  vile  assassins  sre  Aciting  our  slaves  to 
revolt — ^ID  murder — infanticide;  when  their  poisoned 
shafts  lire  daily  aimed  at  our  lives,  snd,  what  is  of  infi- 
nitely more  value,  at  our  characters,  when  I  strike  back, 
and  gentlemen  choose  to  interpose  their  State  to  receive 
the  blows  aimed  at  them,  they  must  take  the  consequen- 
ces. I  shall  bate  no  jot  of  the  force  of  my  blows  on  that 
account. 

The  gentleman  has  given  us  another  eulogy  upon 
these  amiable  fiends — these  most  respectable  assassins. 
Now,  sir,  allow  me  to  say  that  I  have  read  a  work  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  written  by  a  man  than  whom  none  is 
more  honored  at  the  North,  and- one  whom  the  South, 
too,  once  delighted  to  honorr  and  who,  I  doubt  not,  is 
the  best  of  the  infamous  brotherhood;  and  \  venture.to 
say  that  no  book  of  the  same  number  of  pages,  in  any 
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languBge,  contftins  libels  more  foul  and  false.  As  a  class, 
they  are  fools  or  knaves,  and  there  is  no  escape  from 
the  alternative.'  If  they  do  not  llnow  how  worse  than 
vain  are  their  efforts,  and  that  they  only  tend  to  make 
worse  the  condition  of  those  whose  friends  they  profess 
to  be,  they  are  entitled  to  tlie  former— if,  knowing*  it, 
they  persist  in  their  vile  purposes,  with  no  hope  of  good, 
but  at  the  risk  of  tearing  down  the  proudest  temple 
which  human  wisdom  has  reared  to  human  liberty,  none 
will  deny  their  right  to  the  latter  appellation. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  as  if  entirely  un- 
conscious of  the  ofTensiveness  of  such  topics,  speaks  of 
the  right  of  the  people  of  the  North  to  sympathize  with 
human  suffering— with  the  oppressed— with  those  im- 
properly  htld  in  bondage.  Now,  sir,  what  does  all  this 
mean,  when  translated.'  It  means  this:  that  we  of  the 
South  are  oppressors;  holding  men  in  bondage  so  crutfl 
and  unlawful  as  to  enlist  the  sympathies  of  the  generous, 
the  warm-hearted  pef>ple  of  the  North — sympathies  of 
which  we  must  be  destitute,  or  we  would  cease  from 
such  wickednejs.  Now,  sir,  gentlemen  must  expect 
these  charges  to  be  repelled.  Rosseau,  I  believe  it  was, 
regretted  that  be  had  not  been  born  a  Roman^  I  am 
thankful  and  proud  (hat  1  was  born  an  American,  a 
slaveholder,  and  a  South  Carolinian.  I  regard  African 
slavery,  in  ail  it  bearings,  as  a  blessing— as  a  blessing  to 
the  slave  himself;  and  1  challenge  a  denial  of  the  propo- 
sition, that  nowhere  on  the  earth,  in  his  native  land  or 
any  other,  is  the  African  so  elevated  in  the  scale  of 
beings  or  in  the  enjoyment  of  as  much  comfort— so  vir- 
tuous, enlightened^  or  happy— as  those  who  are  slaves 
in  this  country.  I  am  satisfied  that  in  no  country  where 
domestic  slavery  does  not  exist  has  the  character  of  man 
ever  been,  or  ever  wilt  be,  found  in  its  highest  develop- 
ment. I  believe  it  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  liber- 
ty. Where«  let  me  ask,  when  the  Fiberties  and  honor  of 
this  country  have  been  assailed  b^  enemies,  foreign  or 
domestic,  have  they  flown  for  refuge?  I  feel  that  1  am 
treading  on  delicate  ground.  It  may  be  invidious  in 
these  times,  when  the  whole  North  is  so  clamorous 
about  the  freedom  of  speech  and  the  press,  to  remind 
gentlemen  of  the  sedition  law;*  and  when  they  seem  to 

*  Note  by  Mr,  T, — Freedom  of  opinion  and  of  speech, 
and  sympathies  w'rth  the  Indian  and  African,  are  the 
three  great  topics  of  New  England  cant  of  the  present 
day.  How  long  hss  it  been  thus,  vide  the  following  ex- 
tracts from  Neat's  History  of  New  England;  to  say  noth- 
ing of  that  glorious  act  for  securing  the  freedom  of  opin- 
ion and  the  press,  the  seditiofn  Isw,  which  had  the  united 
support  of  New  England. 

The  New  Englanders  petition  their  magistrates  to  take 
speedy  measures  against  the  Anabaptists.— Neal's  Histo- 
ry of  New  England,  vol.  1,  279, 

Three  were  punished  shortly  after  for  religious  opin- 
ions, viz:  John  Clarks,  fined  £20  or  to  be  whipped; 
John  Crandall,  £S  or  whipped;  Oba^iah  Holmes, 
£30.— Vol.  1,  280-l! 

Holmes  received  thirty  lashes  at  the  whipping-post.— 
Vol.  1,  283. 

^  And  John  Stoneand  John  Hazwell  were  each  fined  40s. 
or  to  be  whipped,  for  shaking  hands  with  him,Bnd  prais- 
ing God  for  his  courage  and  constancy. — Vol.  1,  283. 

The  Government  of  New  England  proceeded  against 
the  Quakers  as  it  had  done  against  the  Anabaptists,  by 
fines,  imprisonment,  and  whipping;  and,  these  proving 
ineffectual,  they  put  three  or  four  to  dealh. — Vol.  3,  29K 

They  imprison  and  banish  Mary  Fisher  and  Ann  Aus- 
tin, for  being  Quakers.— Vol.  1,  292-3. 

Laws  against  Quakers.— Vol.  1,  293-4. 

Nicholas  Upshallj  aged  sixty  ye'-irs,  was  fined  £30  and 
banished,  for  speaking  against  that  law. 

Mary  Clarke  whipped  twenty  stripes  for  being  a  Qua- 


have  taken  American  honor  exclnsivoly  onder  their 
keeping;  to  remind  them  of  the  part  which  their  States 
bore  in  the  late  war— that  second  struggle  for  independ- 
ence—for we  should  have  ceased  1o  have  had  the  most 
essential  attributes  of  a  nation  if  we  had  not  waged  that 
war.  Northern  commerce  was  assailed,  and  Northern 
seamen  impressed.  The  North  counted  the  cost,  and 
was  opposed  to  war.  The  national  honor  was  assarted, 
and  the  rest  of  the  nation  counted  not  the  -cost,  but 
rushed  into  the  conflict,  and  came  out  of  it  triumph- 
antly, with  the  North  all  the  while  hanging  upon  their 
skirts.  I  know,  sir,  that  there  wer<  illustrious  excep- 
tions. 1  speak  not  of  lndividuals»  but  of  the  conduct  of 
States. 

When  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Livgolv]  speaks  of  the 
sympathies  of  the  North  for  htiman  suffering,  for  the 
oppressed  and  those  held  in  unlawful  bondage*.!  cannot 
forbear  to  congratulate  him  tipon  the  return  of  those 
feelings— for,  if  "aught  that's  true  ill  history  be,*'  it  was 
not  always  so.  There  would  seem  to  hsive  been  a  time 
when  these  honorable  feelings  had  fled  firom  their  land. 
And  even  now  it  seems  to  be  a  mos^  modified  benevo- 
lence, a  most  restricted  philanthropy,  which  demands, 
as  indispensable,  that  their  objects  should  bave«  red  or 
a  black  skin;  for  their  own  color  and  race,  their  hearts 
are  as  cold  as  they  ever  were.  How,  Mr.  8{>eaker,  xt 
it  should  turn  out  that  slavery  has  been  bpought  upon 
the  country  by  this  most  tender-hearted  people?  How, 
if  I  Aall  show  thst  the  blackest  and  the  bloodiest  pages 
in  the  history  of  this  country,  or  of  man,  are  to  be  fbiind 
in  the  treatment  of  the  aborigines  by  New  England^ 
That,  as  long  as  the  slave  trade  was  profitable  and  tol- 
erated, it  had  no  horrors  in  their  sight?  That  they  had 
no  sympathies  with  the  poor  Indians  until  they  bad  lit- 
erally exterminated  all  the  tribes  by  whom  their  fathers, 
flying  from  another  land,  were  kindly  and  hospitably 
received^ere  yet  the  untutored  ssvage  had  learned  the 
arts,  the  frauds,  the  rapacity,  of  the  white  man,  which 
they  first  tanght  him?  Now,  when  they  are  no  longer 
incomtnoded  by  the  vicinity  of  the  savage,  Ih^ir  sympa- 
thies  are  hot  with  their  brethren,  circumstanced  a»  their 
fathers  were.  Their  philanthropy  and  their  selfish  In- 
terests sre  never  opposed,  however  there  may  be  soch 
opposition  to  the  interests  of  othersk  I  like  not  your 
courtezan  turned  pfude,  af^cr  abiUty  to  be  vicious  has 
ceased,  and  trust  her  nothing  the  more  that 'she  claims 
ro  be  of  the  "  uncff  guid^  the  rigidly-righteous,"  and  is 
seen  at  church  meetings  and  christenings,  sanctified  and 
demure  to  a  proverb. 

Are  gentlemen  ignorant  that  mainly  on' New  Bngland 
rests  the  responsibifity  of  the  great  importation  of  shM-es 
to  this  country?  that  the  Colonial  Legislature  of  Virfinia 
passed  twenty-two  acts  against  it'  and  that  it  was  through 
the  power  and  influence  of  the  New  England  colonies 
that  the  trsde  was  not  stopped'  It  was  a  business  hi 
which  they  could  turn  a  penny,  and  their  humanity 

kcr  and  corn'mg  into  New  England;  1667.— Vol.  1,  295, 
Cb.  Holder  and  John  Oopeltnd  each  received  thirty 
lashes  and  nine  weeks  imprisonment  for  the  same. — ^295. 

Leave  passed  to  cut  off  the  ears  of  Quaker  men,  and 
whip  the  women,  and  for  boring  their  tongues  with  hot 
irons.— 296-r. 

Holder,  Copeland,  and  Roane,  lost  their  ears.— 297. 

Several  others  whipped  and  imprisoned*— ^ Vol.  1,  SOI. 

Law  to  ship  them  to  Barba  and  Virginia,  Md  sell  them 
as  slaves. — S04. 

Families  ruined  hy  fines. —305. 

Law  to  put  them  to  death.— 306-f. 

Miirmaduke  Stevenson  and  William  Robinson  htiig- 
ed.— 309. 

Mary  Dyer  also  hanged. ->3Q9. 

Others  banished.— 312-13-14. 
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slept.  Wtien  gentlemen  are  dally  regaling  the  Houie 
with  their  pathelic  jeremiads  on  the  horror  and  atrocity 
of  slavery,  are  they  not  disturbing  the  bones  of  their 
fathers?  Are  they  not  guilty  of  that  worst  of  parricide, 
the  nturder  of  a  father's  hmit)  I  should  think  that,  if 
they  believed  In  spirits  »  they  once  did,  they  would 
expect  theifhosts  of  their  fathers  to  ri§e  up  and  accuse 
them..  In  our  own  times,  let  me  ask,  how  long  hss  it 
been  since  the  people  of  a  State,  now  the  headquarters  of 
the  S[balitionitta,i»y  way  of  showing  their  abhorrence  of 
shkvery-and  the  slave  trade,  placed  the  sovereignty  of 
that  State  in  another  branch  of  Congress  in  the  hands  of 
a  convicted^  a  notoriouii  (notorious  in  all'  the  meanings 
of  the -word,)  slave  dealer  and  kidnapper? 

Weil,  sir,  as  to  tlie  other  point  jdr  which  these  philan- 
thropiata  are  most  sensitive — the  treatment  of  the  poor 
Indians;  for  their  hearts  seem  to  have  two  subdivisions- 
one  for  .negroes,  the  other  for  Indians.  Speak  of  the 
poor  African,  they  are  in  paroxysms  of  chariiyi  of  the 
poor  Indian,  and  their  philanthropy  is  almost  spasmodic; 
a  moat  rare.- bene volenoe,  wbieh  uses  as  its  means  mur- 
der and  rapine)  a  charity  which  does  its  alma  with  money 
rifled  from  the  pockets  of  others.  What  think  you,  sir, 
of  Indian  ehiefs— ay,  and  »oraen,  too— taken  prisoners  in 
war#  and  shot  or  sold  as  alavea  in  the  West  Indies? 
What  think  you  of  wars  of  which  the  histerian  thus 
spea1i«»  with  truly  Spartan  brevity:  «The  whole  tribe 
was  exterminated ''^  The  Narragansetts,  Mohegans,  Pe- 
quoda,  Wjunpanoags—whsre  are  they  ?  Exterminated! 
It  is  iitting-<^here  is  a  beautiful  propriety  in  the  sons  of 
those  who  exterramsted  them  setting  up  for  philanthro* 
piatsi  as  the  exclusive  friends  of  the  Indians!  What 
think  you»  sir,  of  a  civiliaed  and  .most  religious  sol(Ji^/y, 
made  up  of  nM»n  whp  had  ief^  their  native  land  to  in- 
dulge here»  without  restraint,  a  religion  of  peace,  love, 
and  charity,  firing  Into  the  wigwams  of  squaws  and  chil- 
dreo— enriching  their  steril  soil  with  the  blood  of  wo-« 
men  and  children?  What,  sir,  of  rewards  being  offered 
by  law  for  Indian  acalps;  indifferent  (of  course,  for  it 
could  not  be  known^  whether  torn  from  the  heads  of 
varriars  or  women,  of  decrepit  age  or  sleeping  Infancy? 
We  of  the  South,  who  boast  not  of  our  humanity,  have 
never  gone  further  than  to  offer  rewards  for  the  scalps  of 
wolves— never  for  human  scalps.  The  heart  sickens, 
and  haman  nature  shudders  at  the  picture.  And  from 
what  history,  [  am  asked,  are  these  elegant  extracU? 
From  the  history  of  the  immediate  descendants  of  the 
Pilgrlvs;  and  what  may  be  deemed  even  a  higher  honor 
than  that  they  were  thus  deseenderl,  the  ancestors  of 
our  present  phihmthropists— as  Cornelia  boasted  more 
of  being  the  mother  of  the  Gracchi  than  the  daughter  of 
Scipio.'  It  is  no  excuse  to  say  that  these  colonies  were 
then  subject  to  Great  BriUin.  The  form  of  their  gov 
ernment  may  have  been  in  some  particulars  different, 
but  these  were  the  acts  of  the  colonists  them3elves.* 

*  fixtracfa  from  Hutchinson's,  History  of  Massacbu- 
sttta.— Acceunt'Of  the  Pequod  war* 

'*  The  Indians  soon  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  palisades 
to  avtridthe  fire,^and  so  exposed  themselves  to  the  Eng- 
lish bullets  (  others  forced  their  way  out  of  the  fort,  and 
if  any  of  them  broke  through  the  English,  the  allied  In- 
diana were  in  a  ring  at  some  distance,  so  that  few,  if 
My»  escaped.  There  were  60  or  70  wigwams,  and  it 
vas  imagined  four  or  five  hundred  Pequods,  men,  wo« 
nan,  and  children.     Few,  if  any,  esoiped."— Vol.  1, 

p^e  re. 

"The  Indians  in  alliance  with  the  English  (1.  e. col- 
onists) had  taken  ten  males  and  eight  females)  four  of 
the  males  were  disposed  of,  one  to  each  of  our  sv 
cheras,  the  rest  pat  to  the  sword-  Four  of  the  females 
were  left  at  the  fort<  the  other  four  carried  to  Connec- 
ticut, where  ttie  Indians  challenged  them  as  their  prize;  I 


I  repeat,  sir,  that  I  congratulate  the  gentleman  on  the 
return  of  these  bumaoe_fee}ings.  1  would,  in  all  defer- 
ence, recommend  his  people  to  beware  lest  the  reaction 
may  lead,  as  reactions  are  apt  to  do,  to  extremep.  This 
spirit  of  philanthropy  these  good  people  may  be  unac- 
customed to.  Let*^  them  not  drink  of  it  too  deeply  at 
first.  I  take  no  special  pleasure  in  these  topics,  but  I 
am  tired,  sir,  of  defending,  and  I  know  of  no  better  way 
of  defending  than  to  attack. 

I  commend  the  chalice  to  the  lips  of  gentlemen  them- 
selves, and  desire  that  they  should  realize,  by  actual 
experience,  how  pleasant  it  is.  If  th^re  is  any  thing 
which  is  calculated  to  wound  gentlemen,  it  is  the  truth 
pf  history  whicti  offends,  and  not  I  who  have  referred 
to  it. 

[ICr.  Adaxs  4n<}uired  whether  Mr.  Thompsoit  still  ad- 
hered to  the  opinions  heretofore  expressed  by  him, 
which  follow: 

**I>oes  the  gentleman,  even  in  the  latitude  which  he 
gives  to  the  right  of  petition,  think  that  it  includes 
slaves?  If  he  does  not,  he  has  wilfully  violated  the  rules 
of  the  House  and  the  feelings  of  its  members.  Does 
that  gentleman  know  that  there  are  laws  in  all  the  slave 
States,  and  here,  for  the  punishment  of  those  who  excite 
insurrection?  1  can  tell  hrm  that  there  are  such  things 
as  grand  juries;  and  if,  sir,  the  juries  of  this  District 
bare,  as  I  doubt  not  they  have,  proper  Intelligence  and 
spirit,  he.msy  yet  be  made  amenable  to  another  tribu- 
nal, and  we  may  yet  see  an  incendiary  brought  to  con* 
dign  punishment.*'] 

•  Mr.  T.  replied*  as  to  the  first:  When  those  remarks 
were  made,  I  did  not  believe  that  there  could  be  any 
man  who  entertained  the  opinion  that  slaves  have  the 
right  of  petitioning.  The  gentleman  has  since  avowed 
that  most  extraordinary  opinion.  He  had  not,  however, 
done  so  before  my  remarks  were  made.  An  opinion  so 
extraordinary,  that  I  could  not  have  supposed  he  enter- 
tained it  on  any  other  authority  than  his  own  declara- 
tion. As  to  the  second,  1  have  only  to  say,  that  when  I 
spoke  of  the  liabilityof  the  gentlenlan  to  a  criminal  pros- 

they  were  sacrificed  to  end  the  dispute. — 79,  Many  of 
the  captives  were  sent  to  Bermudas  and  |old  for  slaves. 
The  Pequod  tribe  was  wholly  extinguished." — 80. 

All  these  atrocities  were  perpetrated  in  the  name  of 
God,  and  to  do  him  service.  Hear  E.  G. :  '<  That  it  was 
evident  that  God  had  chosen  New  England  to  plant  his 
people  in,  and  that  it  would  be  displeasing  unto  htm 
that  his  work  should  be  hindered."  In  the  account  of 
the  war  with  the  Narragansetts  this  is  found:  "They  be- 
gan to  fire  the  wigwams — ^in .  many  of  them  the  Indian 
women  and  children  perished." — S98.' 

The  termination  of  Philip's  war.—"  A  great  many  of 
the  chiefs  were  executed  at  Boston  and  Plymouth,  and 
most  of  the  rest  were  sold  and  shipped  off"  for  slaves  to 
Bermudas  and  other  parts." — 307. 

«« The  hand  of  the  great t»h5lip,  a  hero  and  patriot,  was 
cut  ofTi  and"  says  the  historian  "  produced  a  handsome 
penny,  many  having  a  curiosity  to  see  it."  "  The  ra 
ling  passion  strUng  in  war  as  in  death." 

"  The  Government  increased  the  prenaium  for  Indian 
scalps  and  captives  to  one  hundred  pounds.  This  en- 
couraged John  f^ovewell  to  raise  a  company  of  volunteera 
to  g-o  out  upon  an  Indian  hunting.  January  5th,  he 
brought  to  Boston  a  captive  and  a  scalp.  Going  out  a 
second  lime,  he  discovered  ten  Indians  around  a  fire,  all 
asleep f  he  ordered  part  of  his  company  to  fire,  who 
killed  three;  the  other  seven,  as  they  were  rising  up, 
were  sent  to  rest  again  by  the  other  part  of  the  com- 
pany.    The  ten  scalps  were  brought  to  Boston.' 

'*  Being  whipped  by  the  Indians  in  one  of  these  Indi- 
an hunts,"  the  historian  says,  "this  misfortune  dis« 
eouraged  Indian  huntings.*' 
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ccution,  I  understood  (ind  it  was  the  fault  of  the  gentle- 
man himself  that  I  so  understood  it)  that  it  was  an  abo- 
lition petition.     As  itwas  not,  the  remarks  have  no  ap- 
plication to  him.     If  It  had  been,  the  expressions -used 
by  me  were  )ust  and  well  deserved f  and  1  repeat  the 
opinion,  as  broadly  as  it  is  there  expressed,  that  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  petition  for  abolition  may  furnish  sufficient' 
evidence  of  correspondence  and  conspiracy  with  slaves 
to  incur  the  penalties  of  the  lawragainst  those  who  ex- 
cite insurrection;  not  for  the  act  done  in  the  House, 
but  for  the  evidence  which  the  act  in  the  House  furnish- 
es of  a  crime  committed  out  of  the  House— -a  crime  per- 
fected before  the  member  takes  his  seat.     I  find  a  man 
in  my  kitchen  urging  my  slaves  to  sign  a  petition  de> 
nouncing  .me  as  an  oppressor  and  tyrant,  and  asserting 
that  slavery  is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  man  and  the 
laws  of  his  Creator.    What  stronger  incentive  to  insur- 
rection?    Would  the  fact  of  his  being  a  member  of  Con- 
gress give  him  impunity.'    Suppose  he  acknowlegrs  on 
the  floor  that  he  iiad  done  this  with  the  purpose  of  exciting 
insurrection,  or  suppose  he  does  some  equivalent  act, 
or  uses  words  which  equally  establish  it-*may  it  not  be 
used  as  evidence?    Suppose  a  member,  voluntarily  to 
acknowlege  on  the  floor  that  he  had  killed  a  man — may 
this  not  be  given  in  evidence?    Suppose  a  member  to 
denounce  another  in  debate  aa  a  traitor,  and  to  say  that 
be  will  give  five  hundred  dollarato  any  one  who  will  as- 
sassinate him— the  member  thqs  denounced  is  assassinated 
by  a  bravo  in  the  rotundo,  who  demands  the  reward — is 
this  act  to  pass  with  impunity  because  the  guilt  of  accessary 
consisted  in  words  spoken  in  debate,  though  not  the  lesa 
clearly  the  guilt  of  an  accessary?    What  is  the  object  of 
the  provision  of  the  constitution?    The  great  privilege 
of  the  freedom  of  debate?    Surely  not  impunity  for 
crimes.     Surely  nothing  could  be  more  revolting  than 
to  contend  that  the  criminal  laws  of  the  land  may  be  vio- 
lated, if  done  by  a  member  of  Congress  in  his  seat.  And' 
the  denial  of  my  position  leads  to  that.     The  gentleman 
puts  the  case  of  a  member  being  brought  before  a  grand 
jury  for  denouncing  the  President.-    Would  the  gentle- 
man say  that  would  be  a  violation  of  any  criminal  law  of 
the  land?  'Un1e»  he  can,  the  case  is  not  parallel,  and 
the  gentleman  knows  it.   If,  however,  it  can  answer  him 
any  purpose,  lie  is  perfectly  at  liberty  to  perrert  my  ar- 
gument. 

I  shall  continue,  as  I  have  done,  to  denounce  the  many 
flagrant  and  atrocious  usurpations  of  this  Government, 
without  fear  of  criminal  prosecution t  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  if  the  honorable  n^ember  from  Massachusetts  re- 
gards the  cases  aa  parallel,  no  other  human  being  does. 
But,  sir,  what  scorn  would  he  not  deserve  and  receive 
who  should  attempt  to  screen  himself  behind  his  priv- 
ileges from  the  penalties  of  the  criminal  laws  of  the 
land — to  interpose  the  privilege  of  a  member  of  Con- 
gress between  a  felon  and  the  gibbet — a  privilege  in- 
tended to  secure  perfect  freedom  of  thought  and  of 
■peecb,  claimed  as  an  Immunity  fur  crimes?  The  moral 
guilt  would  be  the  same,  and  the  same,  I  trust,  would 
also  be  the  Infamy  of  the  act  and  the  penalties  of  the 
law.*  •     • 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  said:  The  resolution 
proposes  to  censure  the  member  from  Massachusetts  for 
his  conduct  in  this  House  in  reference  to  a  petition  pur- 
porting to  he  from  slaves.  It  is  therefore,  in  the  first 
place,  necessary  to  inquire  what  his  conduct  has  been. 
I  will  state,  Bir»  my  understanding  of  it.  The  part 
which  that  gentleman  has  taken,  at  the  last  and  .present 
session  of  Congress,  in  regard  to  the  abolition  of  slave- 
ry in  the  District  of  Columbia,  is  well  known  to  have 
been  most  extraordinary.  It  should  be  noted  that,  at 
the  last  session,  the  gentleman,  in  a  speech  which  he 
made  and  published,  declared  his  opinion  to  be,  that 
Congress  bad  not  only  the  power  to  abolish  slavery  in 


this  District,  but  that  it  had  the  power,  under  the  con- 
stitution, to  abolish  slavery  in  the  States.  This  was  th« 
first,  and,  as  far  as  Mr.  C.  was  informed,  the  only  In- 
atance  in  which  such  a  power  had  been  claimed  for  Con- 
gress by  any  person,  m  any  part  of  this  Union;  The 
consequence  of  publishing  thtt  opinion,  jand  claim  of 
power,  from  a  person  so  distinguished,  had  been  to  in- 
crease to  an  alarming  extent  the  ^fforta  for  abolition. 
And  now,  sir,  we  find  it  followed  up  by  the  gentleman, 
and  attempted  to  be  acted  out,  by  receiving  a  petition 
from  slaves,  and,  as  a  member,  ftttemptiog  legislative 
action  upon  it. 

In  regard  to  the  right  of  petition,  he  would  say  that, 
in  mosi  countrie!*,  it  was  invaluably  to  the  aitfoject.  It 
was  the  only  mode  in  which  the  aubject  could  reach  the 
throne.  But  how  b  it  in  this  country^  where  we  haTe 
neither  a  throne  nor  a  subject?  Here,  air,  the  power  ia 
in  the  hands  of  the  people.  Ours  is  a  representative 
Government,  in  which  the  people  most  usually  exert 
their  power  at  the  ballot-box.  They  certainly  have  the 
right  of  petition  in  its  most  enlarged  aensei  they  have 
more :  they  have  the  right  of  '  *  instruction."  This  right, 
however,  is  confined  to  the  free  white  population  of  the 
country,  in  exclusion  to  slaves.  It  bad  always  been  mo 
considered  iinder  our  colonial  existence,  under  the  arti-. 
cles  of  cenfederation,  and  under  the  constitution,  from 
its  adoption  to  the  present  time.  The  history  of  the 
colonies  may  be  examined,  and  no  case  can  be  found 
where  the  right  of  petition,  for  any  purpose,  was  claimed 
for,  or  attempted  to  be  exercised  by,  slaires.  The  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  does  not  alter  the  rule 
which  had  prevailed  in  regard  to  the  right  of  petition  i 
it  (If  dares  that  Congress  shall  plMs  no  law  to  abridge  it; 
it  exists  under  the  constitution  as  it  existed  before,  and 
is  not  enlarged  by  that  instrument.  The  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  so  far  from  weakening  the  right  of 
the  owner  to  bis  slaves,  does  expressly  acknowledge 
that  right,  by  making  alaves,  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
basis  of  representation  and  of  taxation* 

The  constitution  leaves  the  question  of  slavery  as  n 
mere  domestic  question  for  the  States.  Congress  has  no 
power  over  it,  none  whatever!  certainly  none,  ao  far  aa 
the  States  are  concerned;  and,  In  my  judgment,  none,  ao 
far  as  the  District  of  Columbia  is  concerned.  My  col- 
league [Mr.  GBAYxa]  and  myself  differ  in  regard  to  the 
power  of  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  thia  District. 
He  has  very  truly  said  that  very  distinguished  individuals 
in  all  parta  of  the  United  States  concur  with  him  in  his 
views  upon  this  question.  I  am  not,  upon  thia  or  any 
oih$r  question,  to  be  influenced  by  distinguished  namea. 
1  am  happy  to  know  that  I  do  not  stand  alone  in  my 
views  upon  thia  Bub^ect  in  Kentucky;  ao  far  from  it,  it  ia 
a  fact  that  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  at  their  laat  aes- 
sion,  did,  by  an  almost  uoanimoua  vote,  declare  that 
Congress  hfid  no  power  over  the  sul^ect  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  That  Legislature  did,  moreover,  inatruct 
the  Senators  and  request  the  Representatives  from  that 
State  to  oppose  all  attempta-at  abolition  in  thia  District. 
Others  may  do  as  they  please;  but  concurring*,  aa  I  do 
most  heartily,  in  the  doctrinea  of  the  Kentucky  resolu- 
tions, I  shall  use  all  my  efforts  to  carry  them  into  effect. 
Without  intending, '  on  the  present  occaaion,  to  diacuss 
at  length  the  reasons  upon  which  I  deny  the  power  to 
Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  this  District,  1  will  beg 
leave  to  remark  that  the  relation  of  representajive  and 
constituent  does  not  exist  between  the'  people  of  this 
District  and  Congress;  w^  are  not  their  representatives; 
and  the  rule  which  applies  in  the  States,  that  what  the 
people  do  through  their  representatives  they  do  by 
themselves,  does  not  apply  here.  I  acknowledge  that 
the  grant  of  legialative  power  to  Congress  over  the  Dis- 
trict is  in  very  comprehensive  terms.  But,  still,  it  is  to  be 
considered  that  the  power  in  this,  9»  in  every  other  oase 
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from  the  beginning  of  tiriie,  has  been  conferred  for  the 
protection  and  not  for  the  destruction  of  the  rights  of 
property.  Amongst  the  most  ralusble  of  human  rights 
1)  that  of  being  secure  in  propeKy;  and  it  is  a  perversion 
of  every  principle  which  in  all  countries  should  be  held 
sacred,  to  use  a  poorer  designed  to  protect  the  right  of 
property  fbr  its  destruction.  When  the  constitution 
was  formed,  slavery  existed  in  this  District;  it  was  known 
to  the  convention,  and  acknowledged  rightfully  to  exist 
by  the  constitution;  and  I  contend,  boldly,  that  to  use 
a  power  Intended  to  protect,  so  as  to  destroy  the  thing 
designed  to  be  protected,  is  a  violation  of  principles 
sanctioned  by  all  ages,  and  of  more  force  than  the  consti- 
tuiion  itself. 

But  It  is  contended  by  my  colleague  [Mr.  Giiiyss] 
that  we  cannot  censure  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
without  violating  that  provision  of  the  constitution  which 
secures  the  freedom  of  debate  in  this  House.  Sir,  I  do 
jiot  think  so.  The  freedom  of  debate  is  secured  to  the 
members  of  this  House  in  the  same  manner  that  the  free- 
dom of  speech  is  secured  to  the  citizens  of  this  country: 
it  is  a  right  which  may  be  abused  in  both  cases.  The 
tribunals  for  punishing  an  abuse  of  this  right  are  differ- 
ent'^the  House  may  punish  a  member,  the  courts  may 
fine  a  citizen.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  C,)  I  am  as  much  in  fa- 
vor of  preserving  the  liberty  of  speech  to  the  citizen, 
and  the  freedom  of  debate  to  the  members  of  this  House, 
as  tiny  man»  any  where;  but  still,  as  a  judge,  I  would  fine 
a  citizen  fur  blasphemy  or  profane  cursing  and  swearing; 
and  as  a  representative  I  will  censure  a  member  for  either 
acts  or  words  which  I  believe  are  calculated  to  lead  to  in- 
anrrection^in  the  slave  States  of  this  Union.  I  take  the 
gentleman's  act  of  receiving  a  petition  from  slaves,  and 
officially  sskmg  a  question  of  the  Speaker,  with  a  view 
to  legistatWe  action  upon  it,  coupled  with  his  speech,  as 
evidence  that  he  is  In  correspondence  with  the  slaves  of 
this  country  to  an  extent  which  calls  for  the  rebuke  and 
censure  of  this  House*.  I  shall,  therefore,  vote  for  the 
resolution;  but  I  shall  do  so  more  in  pity  than  in  malice. 
My  course  towards  that  gentleman  will  relieve' me  from 
the  imputation^  of  improper  motives. 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  that  the  House,  during  the  whole 
of  yesterday  and  to-day,  had  been  the  scene  of  a  most 
excited  and  very  discursive  debate,  branching  out  into  a 
great  variety  of  incidental  topics,  many  of  which  were 
but  remotely  connected  with  the  main  question.  There 
was,  in  truth,  only  one  thingfor  the  House  to  determine. 
Did  the  venerable  member  from  Massachusetts,  by  the 
mqniry  he  propounded  to  the  Chair,  violate  any  law  of 
the  land,  or  any  known  parliamentary  rule,  so  as  to  ren- 
der him  liable  to  the  indignant  censure  of  the  House? 
This  waa  the  real  point  in  issue,  on  the  precise  merits  of 
the  r^Iution  moved  or  adopted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Booth  Carolina,  [Mr.  Trompsqit.] 

I  have  not  risen  (said  Mr.  C.)  to  analyze  or  discuss 
that  resolution.  .  There  is  no  need  of  it.  My  honorable 
colleague  near  me  [Mr.  Likcolv]  ha» ably  discharged 
thia  duty.  He  has  demonstrated,  temperately  but  man- 
fully, the  untenableness  of  all  the  grounds  on  which  the 
resolution  had  been  made  to  rest.  The  sentiments  ex- 
pressed by  him  do  honor  alike  to  his  head  and  his  heart. 
I  declare  my  cordial  concurrence  in  every  word  he  haa 
uttered  on  this  occasion.   " 

And,  after  this  declaration,  it  is  but  a  necessary  con- 
aequence  to  aay  that  to  no  resolution  of  censure,  based 
on  the  matters  now. before  us,  to  no  rebuke,  express  or 
Implied,  to  no  action  of  the  House  that  shall  touch  that 
mdivfdoal  [Mr.  Adaxs]  with  so  much  as  the  uttermost 
edge  of  the  shadow  of  indignity,  will  1  give  my  assent. 
If,  in  the  present  contingency,  any  thing  had  transpired 
of  itself  tending  to  justify  the  resolution  of  censure,  1 
could  not  fait  to  remember  that  he,,  who  is  the  object  of 
it,  baa  prettded  over  the  deatinles  of  my  country;  that. 


he  ia  at  this  moment  a  representative,  in  common  with 
myself,  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts;  that,  eminent  aa 
he  is  by  reason  of  bis  long  public  services,  and  the  ex- 
alted stations  he  has  held,  he  is  yet  more  eminent  for  his 
intellectual  superiority;  that  his  character  no  longer  be- 
longs to  his  State  or  his  country,  but  to  the  history  of 
civilization  and  of  liberty;  and  I  would  have  members 
ponder  well  the  case,  before  they  proceed,  whether  to 
gratify  friends  or  appease  foes,  to  record  their  votes  in 
censure  of  such  a  man. 

If  the  debate  had  been  Confined^  therefore,  to  the 
strict  merits  of  the  question,  there  would  be  no  occa- 
aion  for  me.  to  occupy  the  House  with  any  remarks 
on  the  subject.  I  should  have  aeen  that  I  was  fore- 
stalled in  argument  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Lingolit,] 
and  by  the  other  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on  the 
same  side.  But,  in  tlie  stormy  progress  of  this  ques- 
tion, a  multitude  of  strange  things  have  been  thrown  up 
to  the  troubled  snrfsce  of  controversy,  and  made  to  as- 
sume the  form  of  ^menace,  defiance,  and  crimination,  to- 
wards the  people' of  the  North.  Observations  have  just 
fallen  from  the  lips  of  one  gentleman,  especially,  re- 
flecting somewhat  gratuitously  on  the  character  of  New 
England,  and  in  such  terms  that,  having  gained  posses- 
sion of  the  floor,  I  should  feel  that  I  was  a  recreant  cra- 
ven if  I  could  permit  any  personal  consideration  to  re- 
press <  the  feelings  which  these  things  have  aroused  in 
my  breast-^if  I  failed  to  encounter  them  with  the  prompt, 
honest  indignation  they  deserve.  This  I  shall  proceed 
to  do,  resolutely,  as  the  truth  demands,  but  deliberately, 
coolly,  temperately,4Ls  becomes  the  sanctity  of  my  cause. 

Sir,  I  might  also  say,  with  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Lisp- 
coLir,}  that  I  am  of  the  frigid  North.  But  let  not  gen- 
tlemen mistake  us,  nor  imagine  that,  because  we  choose 
to  reason,  we  cannot  feel.  I  beg  leave  to  assure  them 
that  we  of  the  North  could  pour  wth  declamation  as  lit- 
tle to  the  purpose  as  others  doj  if  it  comported  with  our 
notions  of  good  taste  or  of  ^ood  sense.  If  we  are  less 
irritable  than  some  of  those  with  whom  we  are  associated 
here,  it  is  not  that  in  a  just  quarrel  we  are  less  profound- 
ly moved.  Bred  in  the  perpetual  inculcation  of  habits 
of  order  and  self-control,  we  are  accustomed  to  think 
that,  in  questions  like  the  present,  involving  the  first 
principles  of  civil  liberty  and  the  dearest  rights  of  man- 
kind, passionate  invective,  rash  menace,  and  random  ex- 
clamation, are  poor  substitutes  for  reason  a»nd  argument. 
I  have  like  passions  with  other  men.  I  have  been' 
keenly  sensible  to  the  wrongs  heaped  on  the  North  in 
the  course  of  this  debate.  I  have  marked  the  cries  of 
violence  with  which  this  hall  has  continually  rung.  I 
mean  to  vindicate  unflinchingly  the  rights  of  my  con- 
stituents and  the  fame  of  my  forefathers.  But  t  am  de- 
termined, also,  as  I  have  already  said,  to  pass  through 
this  controversy,  maintaining  the  self-possession  neces- 
sary to  enable  me  to  aVgue  a  question  of  argument,  cool- 
ly, deliberately,  by  argument  and  not  by  passion;' neither 
transported  by  the  agitation  of  those  about  me,  nor  de- 
terred by  their  threats. 

Sir,  t  do  not  wonder  at  the  sensitiveness  which  mem- 
bers from  the  South  display,  in  reference  to  the  gene- 
ral queation  of  domestic  slavery.  It  is,  indeed  a  great 
and  grave  question — a  question  momentous  in  its  conse- 
quences; and  he  who  ahuts  his  eyes  to  the  fact,  who 
shuns  to  look  it  plainly  in  the  face,  who  shrinks  to  fore- 
-see  the  whirlwind  it  may  raise  about  him,  is  like  the 
stupid  ostrich,  that  plunges  its  head  into  the  sand,  and 
conceives  it  is  then  hidden  from  the  chastf  of  the  pursuer 
whom  it  ceases  to  behold.  And  the  very  gravity  of  the 
subject  should  admonish  us  to  consider  it  in  all  sober- 
ness and  thoughtfolness,  banishing  these  distempered 
heats,  and  putting  on  a  solemnity  of  mind  appropriate 
to  such  a  question — a  question  vital  to  the  existence  even 
of  this  Union* 
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H.  OT  R.] 


Ceruure  of  Mr,  JSdaiM^ 


[Feb.  r,  183r. 


This  House  is  called  dpon  to  punish  my  colleague, 
for  the  alleged  offence  of  speaking  worda  in  his  place, 
and  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  which  give  color  to 
the  idea  that  slaves  possess  the  right  of  petition.  Was 
it  an  offence?  And  if  so,  in  what  text  is  the  oiFence  de- 
fined and  the  punishment  prescribed?  There  is  no 
such  text.  The  proposition  is,  to  censure  my  colleague 
at  the  mere  will  of  the  House,  its  arbitrary  will,  for  an 
act  which  ofTends  a  portion  of  its  members,  by  raising 
the  implication  of  an  erroneoua  idea.  Whither  is  this 
precedent  to  lead?  Is  it  not  utterly  subversive  of  the 
freedom  of  debate?  A  member  is  not  to  utter  an  opin- 
ion, or  by  words  of  inquiry  inainuate  an  opinion,  obnox- 
ious to  the  rest  of  the  House!  I  must  express  my  sur- 
prise— I  will  not  say  my  indignation,  because  that 
would  infer  reproach — that  gentlemen,  who  continually 
themselves  exercise  the  privilege  of  debate  in  its  widest 
latitude— >who  stretch  it  to  (be  farthest  verge— who  do 
this  in  the  utterance  of  opinipns  offensive  to  a  majority 
of  the  House— my  profound  astonishment  that  such 
gentlemen  should  urge  the  arbitrary  punishment  of  my 
colleague  for  a  pretended  abuse  of  the  right  of  debate. 
Or  do  members  from  the  South  conceive  they  are  to 
have  the  privilege  of  speech  exclusively  to  themselves? 
If  so,  it  is  time  they  should  awake  from  their  self-delu- 
sion. 

Relying,  however,  veiy  little  on  the  merits  of  the 
•question,  gentlemen  seek  to  justify  their  purpose  by 
other  coiMiderationa.  To  begin,  they  denounce,  in  no 
measured  terms,  the  distinguishing  opinions  of  Massa- 
chusetts on  the  subject  of  this  great  question  of  public 
liberty,  incidental  to  the  resolution  before  us.  Tbey 
err  most  egregioualy,  if  they  believe  that  such  opinions 
are  exclusively  peculiar  to  Massachusetts  or  to  New 
England.  Those  opinions  prevail  quite  as.  extensively 
in  the  great  States  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Ohio,  for  example,  as  they,  do  in  New  England.  They 
are,  indeed,  opinions  of  elemental  right,  lying  at  the 
very  bottom  of  all  the  political  institutions  of  the  coun« 
try.  It  may  foe  that  such  opinions  are  more  strongly 
held,  and  more  universally  understood,  in  New  Eng« 
land,  than  elsewhere  in  the  United  States.  I  may  not 
deny  It.  Deny  it'  I  glory  in  the  fact.  '  It  is  the  proof 
and  the  result  of  n»ur  old  and  persevering  dedication  to 
liberty. 

Gentlemen  talk  to  us  of  these  our  great  fundamental 
rights— as  the  freedom  of  speech,  of  opinion,  of  peti« 
tion — as  if  they  were  derived  from  the  conatitution  of 
the  United  Statea  I  scout  such  a  doctrine.  If  there 
were  a  drop  in  my  veins  that  did  not  rebel  against  the 
sentiment,  it  would  be  bastard  blood.  Sir,  I  claim  to 
be  descended  from  the  king-killing  Roundheads  of  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  First;  through  a  race  of  men  not 
unremembered  in  peace  or  wari  never  backward  in  the 
struggles  of  liberty;  a  family,  upon  the  head  of  a  mem- 
ber of  which  the  first  price  of  blood  was  set  by  Great 
Britain,  in  revenge  of  his  early  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
independence.  I  venerate  their  character  and  their 
principles.  I  am  ready  to  do  as  they  did — to  abandon 
all  the  advantages  of  country,  home,  fortune,  station- 
to  fly  to  some  western  wilderness— and  to  live  upon  a 
handful  of  parched  com  and  a  cup  of  cold  water,  with 
God's  blessing  on  honest  independence-— soonef^  than  I 
will  aurrender  one  jot  or  tittle  of  those  great  principles 
of  liberty  which  I  have  sucked  in  with  my  mother's 
milk.  I  disdain  to  hold  these  rights  by  any  parchment 
title.  The  people  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu« 
setts,  the  people  of  every  State  of  this  Union,  came  into 
it  in  the  full  possession  and  fruition  of  all  these  rights. 
We  did  not  constitute  this  Government  as  the  means  of 
acquiring  new  rights,  but  for  the  protection  of  old  ones, 
which  nature  had  conferred  upon  us;  which  the  consii. 
tution  rightly  regards  as  pre-existing  rights)  and  as  to 


which  all  the  constitution  does  is  to  provide  that  tliast 
rights  neither  you,  nor  any  power  on  earth,  shall  alter, 
abrogate,  or  abridge.  Tbey  are  rights  of  Heaven's 
'  own  giving.  We  bold  them  by  the  supreme  tenure  of 
revolution.  We  hold  them  by  the  dread  arbitrament  of 
battle.  We  hold  them  by  the  oancesbion  of  a  higher 
and  broadec,  charter  than  all  the  -constitutions  in  the 
land— the  free  donation  of  the  eternal  God,  when  he 
made  us  to  be  men.  These,  the  cardinal  principles  of 
human  freedom,  be  has  impUnted  in  us,  and  placed 
them  before  and  behind  and  ardhnd  us,  for  our  guard 
and  guidance,  like  the  cloud  by  day  and  the  pillar  of 
fire  by  night,  which  led  the  laraelUes  through  the  des- 
ert. It  is  a  liberty,  native,  inborn,  original,  underived, 
imprescriptible;  and  acknowledged  in  the  oonstitution 
itself,  as  preeminently  before  and  above  the  constitu* 
tion. 

Now,  in  their  denunciations  of  the  North,  it  is  these 
the  very  primordial  rights  of  the  universal  people  of  the 
United  States,  that  gentlemen  from  the  South  assail* 
They  strike  at  the  freedom  of  opinion,  of  the  press,  and 
of  speech,  out  of  doors—  and  the  right  of  petition  and 
debate  in  this  House. 

It  seems  to  be  imputed  as  a  crime,  to  a  portion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  non-slaveholding  Stales,  that  they  en« 
tertaifi  sentiments,  condemned  by  a  majority  of  thia  na- 
tion. But  oan  it  be  a  crime?  I  appeal  once  again  to 
that  pprtion  of  the  members  from  the  South  -who  are 
foremost  in  this  debate— I  mean  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Thompsov]  and  bis  friends — who 
on  certain  subjects  differ  in  opinion  with  a  great  majori- 
ty of  thei^  countrymen;  and  I  ask  them  whether  they 
stand  prepared  to  abide  by  and  sustain  the  doctrine, 
that  opinions,  unacceptable  to  the  majority,  are  a  moral 
or  political  crime?  Will  they  apply  to  themselves  tbe 
rule  of  judgment  which  they  urge  so  vehemently  against 
the.peopleof  the  North?  Will  tbey  deliberately  ssnc*- 
tion  such  an  odious  doctrine?  I  know  tbey  cannot* 
They  must  perceive  that  it  is  impossible  by  any -act  of 
the  will  to  control  the  conclusions  of  the  mind.  It  is 
our  duty,  in  w{\  the  contingencies  of  life,  to  weigh  well 
the  facts  and  the  reasonings  upon  which  our  judgments 
are  to  be  formed;  to  apply  to  every  question  a  consct* 
entious  desire  to  arrive  at  the  truth;  to  spare  no  meaoa 
to  inform  ourselves  rightly  as  to  the  matters  which  the 
mind  is  to  judge.  But  tbe  result  is  not  a  thing  within 
the  scope  of  the  will.  And  it  is  monstrous,  therefore, 
to  bring  opinions  to  the  bar  of  legal  censure.  It  is  a 
violation  of  the  interior  sanctuary  of  a  man's  own  soul* 
It  is  the  very  acme  of  tyranny.  The  arbitrary  power  to 
condemn  and  punish  opinion  is  that  which  gave4>iKhto 
tbe  proteatant  reformation,  and  which  has  rendered 
the  inquisition  a  by-word  of  odium  and  reproach.  It 
is  that  self-same  thing  from  which  our  fathers  fled— tbe 
Puritans,  the  Catholics,  the.  Quakers,  tbe  Huguenott*- 
when  they  left  their  native  Europe  to  found  an  asyhim 
for  conacience  in  this  New  World.  It  is  that  which 
has  nerved  the  arm  and  edged  the  sword,  in  every  con« 
test  of  liberty,  which  lightens  along  the  history  of  civili* 
zed  man. 

As  to  speech  and  the  press-*I  admit  that  here  there 
is  more  of  difficulty  than  in  the  case  of  opinion,  it  is  a 
practical  problem,  extremely  .difficult  of  solution,  lo  de« 
termine  always  how. much  of  liberty  in  this  respeet  is 

I»08sible  to  be  maintained,  without  degenerating  into 
icentiousness.  And  it  is  a  practical  question,  great« 
ly  dependent  on  times  and  circumstances.  I  sbaJl  not 
seek,  in  these  cursory  remarks,  to  solve  the  problem. 
It  suffices  for  my  present  purpose  to  suggest  tbe  idea, 
that  the  suppression  of  political  inquiry,  while  it  Is  a 
thing  hostile  to  the  general  spirit  of  our  institutions,  ia 
hard  of  accomplishment,  and  apt  epoug^  to  end  in  ag« 
gravating  tbe  evil  it  is  designed  to  remediy« 
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Fib.  r,  lesr.i 


Cenmrt  of  Mr.  Jitbmu. 


[H.  or  R. 


I  ImuI  oeeMfOQ,  the  last  winter^  to  ezpren  my  yievt 
OB  the  generaf  subject  of  the  right  of  petition.  They 
remain  without  ohange.  And  I  can  bnt  repeat  my  con- 
victioii,  that  this»  like  the  liberty  of  conicience  and  the 
preia,  is  not  a  right  given  by  the  cenfttitutiony  but  an 
original  eight  of  the  oonalituent  people  of  the  Uniled 
States,  end  one  which  they  never  parted  with,  but  in 
their  compacta  of  political  fellowship  expressly  saved 
from  all  Abridgment  and .  limitation  forever.  The  right 
of  the  people  to  petition  for  a  redress  of  grievances,  and 
the  doty  of  Congress  to  receive  and  consider  such  peti* 
tions,  are  in  my  estimation  the  correlative  conditions  of 
the  right.  A  petition  is  the  formal  mode  in  which  the 
people  bring  their  wi^nts  or  opinions  to  the  direct  notice 
of  Congress.  It  is  an  essential  ingredient  of  representa- 
tive institutions^  To  forbid  the  citisen  to  prefer  bis 
wishes  to  Congress  by  petition  would  t>e  to  lop  off  one 
of  the  chief  democratic  features  of  cor  Government,  and 
to  convert  it  into  an  aristocracy  of  elective  despotism. 
It  would  be  a  curtailment  of  the  constitutional  liberties 
of  the  people  of  the  Uniteid  States^  to  which  they  could 
not  and  shoaldnot  submit. 

Mr.  Spesker,  such  are  my  sentiments  in  regard  to 
these  great  fundamental  rights  of  my  fellow-citizens.  I 
think  they  are,  in  the  substance  and  the  general  outline, 
the  sentiments  of  the  bulk  of  the  people  of  the  North; 
and  1  bad  fondly  imagined,  until  verv  recently,  ttiat  they 
were  sentiments  coextensive  in  prevalence  with  the  ju- 
risdtction  off  the  republic.  Entertaining  this  belief,  I 
have  deeply  regretted  to  see  the  dangerous  topic  of 
slavery  mixed  up  with  other  questions,  wholly  foreign 
to  it  in  principle. 

Sir,  I  put  it  to  gentlemen,  in  all  directness  and  sincer- 
ity, do  they  suppose  that  angry  attacks  on  the  freedom 
of  opinion,  of  speech,  of  the  press,  of  petition,  of  de- 
bate^ are  likely  to  check  the  spread  in  the  United  States 
of  that  disapprobation  of  slavery,  which  is  but  another 
form,  conversely  considered,  of  the  love  of  litierty^  Do 
they  deem  it  possible  to  smother  the  opinions  and  stifle 
the  petitions  of  the  free  men  of  the  United  States?  Ay, 
and  of  the  free  women,  too?  For  I  confess  it  seems  to 
me  ft  stnmge  idea  to  uphold,  in  this  enlightened  age,  that 
woman,  rdned,  educated,  inteHectoal  woman,  is  to  have 
no  opinion^  or  no  right  to  express  that  opinion.  Do 
(^ntlemen  soberly  think  their  cause  can  be  strengthened 
m  the  country,  by  bringing  to  the  bar  of  the  House  for 
contempt,  by  subjecting  to  censure,  by  expelling,  a 
Representative  of  one  of  the  free  States,  because  he 
nay  have  given  color  to  the  idea  that  slaves  can  petition 
Congress? 

Gentlemen  who  pursue  this  course,  and  who  suffer 
(heir  feelings  to  hurry  them  into  trsnsports  of  violence 
here,  greatly  misjudge  in' the  messures  they  adopt,  if 
they  would  sllay  the  fever  of  abolition.  This  requires 
anodynes,  not  stimulants.  Let  me  say  to  gentlemen, 
and  it  is  a  declaration  which  I  am  sore  every  member 
from  the  North  will  bear  me  out  in  making,  that  the 
raasa  of  society  st  the  North  remains  disengaged  frum 
anti-slavery  agitation.  I  speak  of  a  notorious  fact. 
Thank  Heaven,  this  question  has  not  yet  been  drawn  into 
the  polluting  embrace  of  party  poUtios.  It  is  viewed 
through  other  medb  than  the  optics  of  parV-  Beside 
which,  i  know,  and  fearless  of  contradiction  1  affirm, 
that  there  exists  throughout  the  North  a' warm  and  sin- 
cere attachment  to  the  South,  a  deep  and  unwavering 
Imralty  tn  tbe  Union.  Here,  in  these  loyal  dispositions 
of  the  North,  are  the  simple  and  ready  means  of  main* 
tiioing  a  steady  resetvedness  of  conduct,  in  reference  to 
the  slave  rights  of  the  South.  Do  you  expect  to  con- 
firm and  animate  those  dispositions  by  piling  contumely 
after  conthmely  upon  the  people  who  entertain  them? 
By  digging  into  the  history  of  past  times  to  disinter  for- 
gotten topics  of  obloquy  to  upbraid  them  withal?    By 


mapping  out  the  people  of  this  nation  into  geographical 
parties?     * 

Sir,  it  is  impossible  that  any  good  should' come  of  socli 
a  course.  It  sets  prejudicially  upon  that  division  of  the 
public  mind  which  is  anxious  to  repress  agitation,  and 
it  acts  prejudicially  upon  that  division  of  it  which  is 
eager  to  promoteagitation.  These  agitators  are,  for  the 
most  part,  persons  who  Conscientiously  entertain  the 
opinions  they  seek  to  propagate.  T4iev  are  men  of  ar- 
dent purposes — with  minds  kindled  by  the  contemplation 
of  an  object  of,  as  they  suppose,  paramount  moral  and 
religious  duty — and  zealous  in  the  pursuit  of  it.  They 
err,  not  under  the  iafloence  of  bad  motives,  but  from 
the  exaggeration  of  good  ones.  In  a  word,  they  are,  if 
you  please,  enthusiasts.  Do  you  wish  to  arrest  tbe  prog- 
ress of  their  opinions?  Thf  n,  do  not  strike  these  rough 
blows  at  the  freedom  of  opinion,  discussion,  petition, 
and  debate,  so  as  to  associate  new  and  more  popular  is- 
sues with  the  old  one  of  slavery,  and  call  into  being  fresh 
elements  of  inflammation. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  in  hia  own  State,  as  well  as  here,  he 
held  fast  by  bis  personal  independence  in  the  matter  of 
this  anti«slavery  agitation.  He  could  not  allow  himself 
to  be  Identified  with  it.  He  would  not  be  sucked  intc» 
its  vortex.  He  reclaimed  for  himself  the  freedom  of 
conscience  which  he  defended  for  others.  He  chose, 
on  this  exciting  question,  to  keep  the  direction  of  his 
conduct  in  his  own  hands,  as  the  unshackled  arbiter  of 
his  own  destiny.  He  felt  this  to  be  bis  bounden  duty; 
for  he  foresaw  that  the  t'mie  was  likely  enough  to  come, 
and  in  his  day,  if  the  ordinary  term  of  human  life  ahould 
be  spared  to  him,  when  there  would  be  no  want  of  oc- 
cupation for  any  man  who  could  command  himself  amid 
the  aurroundtng  atrife.  He  should  persevere  in  tlie 
straight  lines  of  the  constitution,  with  such  lights  as 
reading,  reflection,  and  counsel,  might  bestow,  and 
whithersoever  these  were  to  lead.  Meanwhile,  it  de- 
volved upon  him  to  represent  in  this  House  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  a  portion  of  whom,  as  his  immedi- 
ate constituents,  had  a  particular  claim  on  his  services. 
To  give  utterance  to  their  wishes,  to  defend  their  inter- 
ests, waa  alike  his  duly  and  his  pleasure.  Mueh  as  he 
regretted  being  thus  placed  in  an  attitude  of  opposition 
to  gentlemen  here,  for  whom  be  entertained  all  due  re- 
spect, he  must  continue  to  msjiitain  the  rights  of  the 
people  whom  he  represented,  under  a  deep  sense  of  his 
responsibility  to  God,  this  House,  and  his  country. 

We,  of  the  State  of  MassachusetU,  said  Mr.  C,  hold, 
universally,  that  domestic  slavery  is,  in  ihe  abstract,  an 
evil — moral,  political,  and  social;  we  field  that  negro  sla- 
very, as  it  now  exists  in  some  of  the  States  of  this  Union, 
is  an  evilf  and  if  it  depended  on  us,  and  slavery  could 
be  abolished  lawfully,  and  with  safety  both  to  the  blacks 
and  the  whites,  the  two  races  would  not  coexist  in  their 
present  relations  another  day.  It  is  true,  I  confess  i^, 
these  opinions  we  at  the  North  do  huld.  And  we  do  nut 
think  it  a  question  which  in  this  age  needs  argument.  If 
it  were  alleged  to  us  that  slavery  is  a  blessing— which 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [\lr.  Taoxraoir]  h»s 
in  this  debate  affirmed  it  to  be — we  should  be  prone  to 
shrug  our  shoulders  in  silent  wonder,  and  pass  on.  And 
are  these  opinions  any  local  heresy  of  ours?  Are  they 
aome  wild  chimera  of  incendiary  schismatics? 

Sir,  they  are  the  opinions  of  the  great  orscles  of  re- 
publicanism in  the  South  as  well  as  the  North,  I'hey 
are  the  opinions  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  fiom  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end  of  his  career;  of  th^t  man,  whose  author- 
ity, as  ttie  very  apostle  of  democracy,  has  been  triumph- 
antly appealed  to  this  day  by  tbe  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Bthum,]  on  anotlier  point  of  the  present 
controversy.  They  arc  not  only  the  opinions  of  Jeft'er- 
soti,  but  of  Washington,  Madison,  and  others,  the  bright, 
est  names  in  the  annals  of  America.     It  is  emphatically 
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the  doctrine  of  Virginia,  not  the  Virginia  of  the  revolu- 
tionary year  'fte'venty^ix  merely,  but  the  Virginia  of  this 
blessed  year  of  our  Lord.  I  speak  advisedly.  To  prove 
this  averment,  letter  by  letter,  I  might,  if  it  were  in  or- 
der* cite  the  solemn  declaration  of  the  most  eminent — 
DO,  I  will  not  ascribe  invidious  distinction  to  one  among 
so  ma njT  distinguished  individua]s--r-but  a  most  eminent 
member  of  the  present  delegation  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Virginia,  [\1r.  Rives.]  But  it  is  irregular  to  refer  to 
any  thing,  however  pertinent,  which  transptrea  at  the 
other  end  of  the  Capitoli  and  therefore  I  content  myself 
with  reiterating  the.assertion,  that  such,  as  I  understand 
and  believe,  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Jeflfersonian  school 
among  the  statesmen  of  the  South. 

Well,  in  these  abstract  principles  the  North  and  the 
South  are  for  the  most  part  agreed.  Wherein  do  men 
differ?  Opinions,  all  over  the  country,  run  parallel  to  a 
point  of  divergence.  That  point  of  divergence  is  upon 
the  practical  question,  whether  any  thing  should  be 
done  or  attempted  for  the  remedy  of  an  admitted  or  sup- 
posed evil.  I  speak  now  of  slavery  within  the  limits  of 
either  of  the  States,  not  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia, which  of  itself  is  a  narrower  and  comparatively 
unimportant  question.  There  is  a  considerable  number  ' 
of  persons  who,  starling  from  the  premises  that  slavery 
is  in  the  abstract  an  evil,  moral,  political,  and  social,  and 
treating  the  question  as  one  of  mere  abstract  right  and 
wrong,  consider  it  a  dictate  of  duty  to  discuss  the  evil, 
in  order  by  possibility  to  discover  some  remedy  for  it, 
and  at  all  events  to  act  upon  it  by  the  nioral  force  of 
reason.  These  are  the  abolitionists.  They  have  a  right 
to  their  optnionst  and  a  right  to  express  their  opinions 
in  all  constitutional  modes.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  of  the  United  States — that  is  to 
sayaHhe  citizens  of  the  South  universally,  and  a  majority 
of  the  citizens  of  the  North,  of  all  classes  and  parties — 
declare  themselves  unable  to  perceive  any  practical 
remedy  for  the  assumed  evil;  they  hold  that,  if  slavery 
be  the  wound  of  the  constitution,  and  whether  medica- . 
ble  or  not,  it  if>,  at  any  rate,  a  question,  in  respect  of 
which  neither  Congress,  nor  any  of  the  non-slaveholding 
States,  has  legislative  jurisdiction;  and  the  agitation  of 
it  they  discountenance,'  as  tending  to  disturb  in  various 
ways  the  tranquillity  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  C.  said  be  was  free  to  declare,  for  himself,  that, 
while  be  partook  of  the  general  sentiment  of  the  coun- 
try as  to  the  abstract  question,  yet  the  practical  hereaf- 
ter was  to  his  view  dark  and  utterly  inscrutable.  He 
would  not  be  the  fool  to  rush  in  where  angels  fear  to 
tread.  He  had  no  formed  opinions,  no  convictions,  no 
settled  judgment,  as  to  the  future  of  this  momentous 
question.  He  did  not  possess  a  spirit  of  prophecy,  or 
an  eye  of  divination,  to  give  him  the  indispensable  ele- 
menta  of  such  a  judgment;  aad  Ut  held  his  mind  in  sus- 
pense upon  the  subject,  jukt  as  he  did  in  regard  to  mys- 
terious facts  in  the  constitution  of  the  material  universe. 
When  the  question  should  come  before  him  in  a  practical 
shape,  he  would  then  deal  with  it  as  be  best  might  ac- 
cording to  his  means  of  knowledge.  Wise  legislation, 
like  sound  philosophy,  was  the  result  of  induction,  it 
was  unphilosophical,  unsafe,  unwise,  unatatesmanlike, 
to  lay  down  abstract  metaphysical  propositions,  inde- 
pendent of  any  specific  fac^  and  to  draw  them  into  rig- 
orous rules  for  contingent  futgre  action,  regardless  of 
incidental  circumstances,  and  of  the  relations^  of  time 
and  place. 

This  (continued  Mr.  C)  is  the  error  committed  by 
some  of  the  abolitionists,  in  the  excess  of  their  zeal  to 
promote  the  abolition  of  domestic  servitude,  it  is  equal- 
ly the  error  of  those  who  deem  slavery  either  an  ab- 
stract good,  or  at  least  a  necessity  of  the  social  system. 
Gentlemen  at  each  end  of  these  remotest  extremes  of 
opinions  are  to  be  seen,  cutting  loose  from  practical 


facts,  to  bewilder  themselves  in  the  mazy  subtleties  of 
mere  abstraction.  And  thus  I  find  myself  in  the  singu- 
lar predicament  of  addressing  to  the  ultra  friends  of  lib- 
erty  at  home,  and  the  ultra  friends  of  slavery  here,  the 
same  arguments  of  moderation. 

Sir,  I  willingly  leave  this  part  of  the  subject,  to  has- 
ten to  the  only  remaining  topic  in  this  connexion  which 
1  design  to  touch. 

The  resolution  before  the  House  proposes  to  censuro   ^ 
my  colleague  for  the  act  of  sUtiog  that  he  held  a  paper 
purporting  to  be  a  petition  from  slaves,  and  asking  of 
the  Speaker  whether  such  a  paper  falls  within  a  certain 
order  of  the  House. 

Now,  as  I  have  already  said,  I  hold  the  right  of  petition 
to  be  an  original  and  unalienated  right  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  secured  to  them  by  the  constitutioiH 
but  not  derived  from  it.  I  hold  that  the  right  appertains, 
not  to  the  subject-matter  of  th^etition,  but  to  the  persoD 
of  the  petitioner.  I  bold,  also,  that  the  obligation  to 
receive  a  petition  corresponds  to  the  right  of  petitioning; 
since  the  right,  without  the  duty,  is  a  mere  name,  and 
not  a  substance.  Abd  there  may  be  a  power  to  receive 
a  petition,  without  any  obligation  to  receive  it,  or  any 
right  to  insist  upon  its  reception  as  a  correspondent- 
duty.  For  instance.  Congress  has  the  power  to  receive, 
a  petition  of  a  foreigner;  and  yet  Congress  lies  under 
no  obligation  to,receive  it;  because  the  right  of  petition 
is  guarantied  only  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
is  it  not,  as  matter  of  constitutional  law,  just  so  in  the 
case  of  a  slave?  The  constitution  guaranties  to  the  con- 
stituent people  of  the  United  States  their  natural  righu 
of  opinion,  discussjon,  assembly,  and  petition,  against 
ail  abridgment.  Are  slavea  embraced  within  these 
guaranties  of  the  constitution?  I  think  not.  As  to  the 
natural  right  of  the  slave  in  these  particulars,  that, 
like  his  natural  right  of  personal  freedom,  Jiot  being 
assured  to  him  by  the  constitutional  compact,  is  not 
a  question  within  the  constitutional  competency  of  Con- 
gress. 

But  the  inquiry  whether  Congress  may  receive  the 
petition  of  a  slave  depends  on  other  considerationr.  It 
ia  a  question,  not  of  the  right  of  the  petitioner,  but  of 
the  discretion  or  power  of  the  petitioned.  And  this  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  just  such  a  matter  of  fact  question  of 
common  sense  as  might  occur  in  tlie  relations  of  private 
life.  There  is  a  multitude  of  supposable  cases  in  which 
i  could  receive  and  grant  the  request-^hat  is,  the  peti- 
tion—of a  slave,  i  cannot  infringe  the  legal  rights  of  the 
master  without  becoming  amenable  to  the  law  of  the 
land;  nay,  to  a  higher  forum,  since  I  should  be  doing  an 
act  immoral  and  disiionorable  as  well  as  illegal.  He  is 
in  the  eye  of  the  law  the  property  of  his  master.  But 
is  he  not  also  a  human  being?-  Does  not  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  expressly  call  him  a  person,  while 
making  him  an  integral  part  of  the  basis  of  representa- 
tion? Can  he  prefer  no  petition,  no  reauest,  no  prayer, 
in  any  circumstancea?  if  i  see  him  drowning  in  the. 
canal,  or  about  to  be  struck  down  by  a  stranger,  and  he 
cries  to  me  for  succor,  may  I  not  listen  to  him?  Sup- 
pose a. memorial  to  come  to  roe  from  a  slave,  setting 
forth,  by  well-authenticated  atatementSp  that  he  is  in  a  - 
foreign  lan^,  oppressed  and  wronged,  and  hia  master,  a 
citizen  of  this  country,  does  not  know  >t,  or  cannot  be 
found;  may  I  not  bring  the  matter  before  the  Govern- 
ment, whether  it  be  Congress  or  the  Executive,  which* 
ever  lias  the  power  to  aflbrd  redress?  What  I  mean  to 
say  is,  that,  in  matters  having  nothing  to  do  with  aboli- 
tion, and  not  aflTecting  in  any  other  respect  the  legal 
rights  of  the  master,  it  might  be  proper  and  reasonable 
to  lend  an  ear  to  the  petition  of  a  slave.  These,  1  know, 
are  extreme  cases;  and  they  are  suggested  only  as  illus- 
trations of  my  idea;  for  i  would  no  more  present  a  peti- 
tion from  slaves,  in  derogation  of  any  of  the  constitutional 
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rigbU  of  the  Soutb»  than  I  would  offer  ft  dcUberste  iiwalt 
to  the  Chair  or  to  the  House. 

Having  been  at  all  timet »  ttrenuoui  advocate  of  the 
freedom  of  opinlony  of  the  preMt  and  of  petition,  I  con* 
aider  it  my  duty  to  state  tbua  explicitly  my  views  of  ihe* 
existing  constitutional  limiution  of  these  immunitiea.  It 
were  unbecoming  to  be  a  atickler  for  the  rights  of  one 
part  of  the  country,  and  blind  to  the  rights  of  another 
part.  .  I  resiat  the  attempt  to  puniab  my  colleague  by  a 
sort  of  ex  poU  fad9  law,  which  in  its  tendency  extin* 
guisbea  the  freedom  of  debate,  and  subjects  every  mem- 
ber to  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  migorlty.  I  defend  the 
particular  opinions  of  the  NoKh.  I  assert  the  freedom 
of  opinion,  speech,  the  press,  petition,  inherent  in  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  andaeoured  to  them  by  the 
constitution.  But  while  I  maintain  the  sanctity,  the  in- 
violability of  these  eights,  as  it  befits  *.  repreaentattye  of 
llassachuaetts  to  do,  I  will  not  practise  here,  nor  coun- 
tenance elsewhere,  any  encroachment  on  the  constitu- 
tlonal  rights  of  the  South.* 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  this  explanation  of  the.  views  of  my 
constituents,  and  of  myself,  upon  the  various  questions 
which  appertain,  remotely  or  directly,  to  the  present 
issue,  it  would  have  givep  me  pleasure  if  it  were  possi- 
ble  for  me  to  stop.  But  the  gentleman  from  South  Car* 
olina,  [Mr.  TaoKvaox,]  not  content,  like  those  who  have 
preceded  him  on  the  same  aide,  to  diacuss  the  anti-sla- 
very opinions  of  the  North,  has,  in  his  reply  to  my  col* 
league,  [Mr.  LivooLir,]  gone  out. of  the  way  to  pour 
forth  a  torrent  of  aspersions  on  the  historical  character 
of  New  England.  These  unprovoked  reflections  on  the 
people  to  whom,  by  birthright,  .by.  duty,  and  by  aflfec* 
tion,  1  belong,  I  cannot  pass  over  in  silence.  I  shall 
not,  as  I  well  might,  imiute  the  course  of  ofaat  gentle- 
man, by  looking  into  the  history  of  the  South  in  pursuit 
of  connmon-plaoea  of  hisult  agatnst  her  and  her  sons. 
Instead  of  doing  this,  I  shall  adhere  to  the  line  of  self- 
defence  upon  which  I  have  entered.  My  object  is  to 
defend  liberty  and  ita  friend%  not  to  assail  slavery,  i  am 
p;lad  to  perceive  that  the  gentleman  is  at  his  post,  await- 
ing attentively  what  Lam  to  sayi  and  I  assure  him  in  ad- 
vance, that,  while  I  shall  preserve  on  this  ocoaaion  ttie 
courleay  of  deportment  which  my  personal  relationa  to 
htm  call  for,  I  shall  not  scruple  to  repel  his  accusations 
of  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  and  of  New  EngUnd 
generally,  with  the  same  zeal  he  would  exhibit,  if  I  had 
uttered  sioMlar  imputations  on  the  historical  fame  and 
political  career  of  South  Carolina. 

My  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Lihcolv,]  in  the  courae 
of  his  observations,  protested  against  the  contumely  of 
language  applied,  by  gentlemen  from  the  South,  to 
those,  among  the  people  of  Massachusetts^  who  have 
come  here  as  petitioners  on  the  subject  of  slavery  and 
the  alave  trade.  He  atated,  aa  I  think  truly,  that,  what- 
ever might  be  the  errora  of  opinion  or  of  conduct  com- 
mitted by  them,  they  are  guided  or  misguided  by  phi- 

*  The  constitution  provides  that  *<  Congress  shall  make 
no  laws  respecting  an  establish ment  of  religion,  or  pro- 
hibiting the  free  exercise  thereof^  or  abridging  the  free- 
dom of  speech  or  of  the  press;  or  the  right  of  the  peo- 
ple peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  Govern- 
ment for  a  redress  of  grievancea."  All  these  are  rights 
which  belong,  constitutibnally  speaking,  only  to  the 
constituent  people  of  the  United  States.  Nay,  in  the 
case  of  the  free  inhabitanta  of  the  country^  they  are  lia- 
ble to  be  modified  by  the  domestic  relations.  Have  mi- 
nora the  unabridged  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press, 
and  full  right  to  assemble  when  and  where  they  please? 
Clearly  not.  They  are,  in  the  eye  of  .the  constitution 
and  of  reason,  subject  fn  these  and  other  respects  to  the 
personal  control  of  parent  or  guardian,  as  provided  by 
the  local  laws  of  the  several  States. 
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lanthropic  motives,  by  their  attachment  to  liberty,  and 
their  sympathy  with  those  who  do  not  enjoy  this  bles- 
sing, fn  contradbtion  of  which,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  proceeds  to  enteiiain  the  House  with 
sundry  historical  traits,  real  or  supposed,  in  impeach- 
ment of  the  free  spirit  and  philanthropy  of  the  North. 
He  summons  New  England,  eapecially,  to  (he  bar  of  our 
common  eountrv.  He  questions  her  patriotism  in  mod- 
ern times,  her  humanity  in  old  ones,  her  love  of  liberty 
in  all.  He  ransacks  the  earliest  annals  of  the  country, 
to  hold  up  to  our  indignation  the  alleged  inhumanity  of 
her  conduct  towards  its  aboriginal  inhabitants.  Weary, 
the  gentleman  says,  of  defending,  he  recurs  to  attack, 
and  strikes  back  upon  New  England  blow  for  blow,  in 
retaliation  of  her  alleged  assaults  on  a  cherished  institu- 
tion of  the  Sooth. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  is  bold.  I  commend  his  gallantry 
at  least,  whatever  I  may  deem  of  his  discretion.  He  has 
puahed  forward  his  battle  into  the  territory  of  the  ad- 
verse party,  reckless  if  there  be  means  of  retreat.  Un- 
mindful of  the  honorable  deeds  which  shed  a  light  about 
her  name  like  the  lustre  of  a  glory,  he  attacks  the  lofty^ 
old  fame  of  Massachusetts.  He  challenges  the  men  of 
New  Enghmd  to  come  forth  and  vindicate  her  patriotism 
and  her  truth.  Is  there  a  son  of  Massachuaetta  who 
would  not  be  proud  of  that  moment  of  his  life  when 
he  should  be  called  on  to  rise  up,  in  the  sight  of  this 
Eiouse  and  of  the  world,  to  defend  the  honor  of  New 
England?  x 

la  it  New  England,  is  it  Massachusetts,  that  standa 
charged,  before  the  American  Congress,  with  defect  of 
patriotism?  ,  Sii%  1  demand  of  the  House  to  remember 
and  to  honor  that  patriotic  devotion  of  Massachusetts,  side 
by  side  wiih  her  coequal  sister  Virginia,  which  achieved 
the  great  triumphs  of  the  war  of  independence.  Who 
conceived  and  called  together  ihe  Congress  of  'seventy- 
four,  out  of  which  this  Union  sprang?  Who  shed  the 
Arst  blood  in  the  fields  of  the  Revolution'  Who  came 
forward,  and,  with  self-denying  patriotism,  by  the  voice 
of  the  father  of  him  who  is  now  in  accusation  before  us, 
called  on  a  Virginian  to  command  her  stmtes?  Which 
one  of  the  thirteen  original  States  rushed  to  the  combat, 
when  the  war  cry  of  liberty  echoed  through  the  land, 
with  an  armed  force  equal  to  that  of  all  the  other  twelve 
States  united?  Which  of  them  poured  out  her  blood 
like  water,  and-  laviahed  her  hard-earned  wealth  as 
though  it  were  duat  and  dross,  throughout  the  whole 
war  of  Revolution?    Ever,  Massachusetts. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  ^outh  Carolina  finds  it  con- 
venient to  leap  over  this  ere  in  the  history  of  New  Eng- 
land. Nor  does  he  choose  to  stop  at  •  somewhat  earlier 
period,  to  inquire  who  fought  at  Cape  Breton,  at  Louis- 
bourg,  or  on  the  Heights  of  Abraham.  He  goes  back  at 
, ,  once  to  her  old  colonial  days,  and  altghts  upon  that  tim(*» 
when  the  whole  population  of  New  England  lived  under 
arma  amid  their  Indian  foesi  when  her  hardy  aons  went 
forth  to  the  furrow  with  one  hand  on  the  plough  and 
the  other  grasping  a  loaded  weapon;  and  when  they  re* 
paired  to  God's  house  for  prayer  and  worship,  srmed  in 
full  panoply,  not  of  faith  only,  but  of  war.  Thither  I 
gladly  follow  the  gentleman.  I  thank  him  for  compel- 
ling me  to  remind  the  House  of  the  pilgrim  settlers  of 
Plymouth  and  Massachusetts,  of  the  perils  they  dared, 
of  the  sufferings  they  endured,  that  they  might  plant,  in 
this  western  world,  those  great  principles  of  civil  and  re- 
ligioua  freedom,  of  which  seed  this  mighty  republic  is 
the  ripened  fruits  And  I  take  iasue  with  him  as  to  those 
*very  facu  which  he  throwa  in  the  face  of  the  represent- 
ativeaof  Massachusetts  for  blots  on  her  proud  escutcheon. . 
Fastening  upon  the  events  of  that  epoch,  the  gentle- 
roan  undertakeA'  to  ahow  that  **  the  blackeat  and  blood- 
iest pages  in  the  history  of  this  country,  or  of  man,  are 
to  be  found  in  the  treatment  of  the  aborigines  b>  New 
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England."  Ay,  indeed?  All  that  is  most  atrocious  in 
the  history  of  man,  ou (blackened  by  the  bloody  annals 
of  those  quiet  little  colonies  of  New  England^  Upon 
what  &ctB  is  this  monstrous  accusation  based? 

It  may  be  true,  it  is  true,  that  Indians  were  shot,  or 
sold  into  captivity,  rewards  piiid  to  those  who  slew  them, 
and  the  tribe  of  the  Pequots  exterminated  in  war  by  the 
people  of  New  England.  Did  such  things  happen  there 
only?  Will  the  gentleman  tell  me  what  has  become  of 
the  famed  Yemasses.  Are  they  living  to  relate  the  story 
of  their  wrongs?  Was  it  in  Masssfehusetts,  as  the  gen- 
tleman intimates,  or  not  rather  in  South  Carolina,  that 
hostilities  were  fomented  among  the  Indisn%  in  order  to 
purchase  or  kidnap  captives,  and  sell  them  for  slaves  in 
the  West  Indies?  What  has  been,  what  is  to  be,  the  fate 
of  the  Creeks,  and  of  the  Cherokees,  almost  ai  his  door? 
What  IS  transpiring  at  this  very  hour  among  his  near 
neighbors  in  Florida?  Sir,  I  have,  on  a  past  occasion, 
deplored  the  fate  of  the  Indians.  I  carefully  abstained 
at  that  time  from  sU  offensrve  comparisons.  But  the 
gentleman  tempts  me  to  a  contrast  of  the  events  of  the 
early  history  of  New  England  and  those  of  this  day,  in 
respect  of  the  Indians;  and  he  shall  have  it. 

When  the  English  came  to  settle  New  England,  it  was 
their  policy,  as  well  as  their  conscientious  endeavor,  to 
deal  justly  with  the  Indians.  At  the  opening  of  Philip's 
wsr,  more  than  half  a  century  after  the  landing  at  Ply- 
mouth,  the  people  of  Mastachusetts  did  not  plossess  one 
foot  of  land  but  by  fair  and  honest  pifrchase.  Wars  at 
length  came,  in  the  inevitable  necessity  of  things,  and 
they  were  struggles  of  life  and  death.  It  could  not  be 
otherwise.  Who  were  the  English  of  that  day?  A 
handful  of  settlers,  just  landed  on  a  Wild  shore,  with 
four  thousand  miles  of  ocean  between  them  and  the 
homes  and  friends  they  hsd  parted  from— men,  sober- 
minded,  peace-loving— half  armed,  half-clad,  half.fed — 
encumbered  with  their  wives  and  children,  drarer  to 
them  than  their  heart's  blood.  Who  were  ttie  Indians^ 
Not  the  wretched  remnants  of  here  and  there  a  broken 
band  fled  to  the  swamps;  but  warlike  tribes,  holding  this 
whole  continent,  from  the  Gulf  of  S^.  Lawrence  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico;  powerful  confederacies,  abrunding  in 
the  means  of  war;  great  chieftains,  backed  by  thousands 
of  victorious  warriors.  Such  was  the  relative  condition 
of  the  two  races,  when  our  forefathers  of  Virginia  and  of 
Massachusetts  landed  in  America.  Doul>tle8S,  in  those 
times,  the  wars  between  the  Indians  and  the  English  ran 
into  extremes,  and  deeds  of  blood  were  perpetrated, 
which  would  to  God  had  never  been.  Think  you  New 
England  is  without  mournful  experience  of  those  horrors 
of  Indian  hostility  which  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Alvobd]  depicted  the  other  day  in  such  impassion- 
ed language?  In  a  wsr  with  a  single  tribe,  near  a  tenth 
part  of  the  arms-bearing  population  of  Massachusetts 
Was  killed,  and  one  house  in  ten  laid  in  ashes.  Were 
not  the  Indians  of  that  day,  more  emphaticalty  even  than 
now,  mere  savages,  skulking  in  the  woods  to  burn  our 
dwell'mgs  and  murder  our  women,  and  without  a  trait  of 
principle  or  humanity  in  their  customs  of  warfare?  And 
lAill  the  gentleman  reproaches  the  people  of  New  Eng- 
land  that  we  fought  them,  as  they  ever  have  been  and 
ever  must  be  fought,  so  long  as  they  are  savsgef,  and  as 
they  actually  were  fought  in  the  other  colonies! 

And  what  do  we  see  now,  in  this  enlightened  age? 
The  deportation  of  Indians  from  the  South,  not  in  doz- 
ens, but  in  thousands.  And  our  own  people,  amid 
whom  wsr  is  now  raging — is  theirs  a  esse  of  succorle.ss 
desperation,  like  that  of  the  settlers  of  New  England  in' 
the  old  time?  Oh,  no.  They  also  are  engaged  in  the  ex- 
tirpation of  a  tribe;  but  they  have  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  concentrated  power  of  this  great  and  civilized  na- 
tion with  wh'ch  to  accomplish  it.  When  this  war  broke 
upon  the  South,  it  found,  not  two  or  three  little  settle- 


ments of  whites  isolated  on  a  continent'  covered  vitb  red 
men,  but  a  few  bands  of  red  men  surrounded  by  a  conti- 
nent of  whites.  Let  Ihe  gentleman  look  to  not  far  from 
the  confines  of  his  own  State,  and  gaze  on  the  spectacle 
of  this  republic,  with  its  fifteen  millions  of  souls,  wHh 
pecuniary  means  such  as  no  othftr  country  in  tlie  world 
possesses,  with  all  the  wealth,  the  physical  force,  the 
skill  and  science  in  the  art  of  war,  the  military  reiMMirces, 
the  moral  vigor,  and  the  armed  hosts  of  these  United 
States,  brought  to  bear  on  a  single  point,  to  overwhelm 
a  poor  "thousand— I  hear  some  gentlemen  say  only  five 
hundred— of  starving  Semtnoles! 

And  can  the  gentleman  find  in  these  events  of  our  own 
day  no  arguments  of  extenuation  for  the  imputed  errors 
of  the  fathers  of  New  England?  And  is  this  the  contrast 
he  compels  me  to  draw  ?  Sir,  as  if  the  facts,  in  all  the 
blackness  he  groundlessly  ascribes  4o  them,  were  not 
enough,  the  gentleman  has  given  us  an  original  idea  on 
the  history  of  tliose  old  times.  Philip  of  Mount  Hope 
exhibited,  like  a  caged  tiger,  a  spectacle  for  gaping 
multitudes?  Never!  Philip's  forces  were  shattered  in 
battle;  he  himself  was  bunted  to  his  lair  by  Captain  Ben- 
jamin Church,  and  brought  to  bay  there,  and  shot  to 
the  heart  by  a  private  soldier  under  that  brave  man's 
command.,  Events  as  famiKar  in  the  mouth  of  every 
child  in  New  England  as  household  words. 

[Mr.  TflOMPSov  rose  and  said:  It  was  not  Philip,  then, 
but  seme  other  chief.] 

NsiAe  him!  (said  Mr.  C.)  Sir,  the  gentleman  is  silent; 
and  1  will  only  add,  that  Philip's  war  was  a  death  strug- 
gle between  the  ferocity  of  the  confedersted  Indians  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  resolution  of  the  English  on  the 
other;  Philip  was  not  the  man  to  be  taken  for  a  show;  he 
could  die,  but  he  could  not  submit;  and  thus  perished 
the  renowned  sachem  of  Mount  Hope. 

*•  Where,''  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  pro^ 
ceeds  to  demand,  in  a  tone  of  triumph,  "  Where,  when 
the  liberties  and  honor  of  this  country  have  been  assail- 
ed by  enemies,  foreign  or  domestic,  have  they  flown  for 
refuge?" — alluding,  if  I  understood  his  Isngoage  aright, 
to  the  conduct  of  the  North  and  of  the  South,  respect- 
ively, in  the  Isst  war. 

[Mr.  Thoxpsok  rose  and  said:  Yes,  and  to  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws.] 

The  gentleman  tells  me  (continued  Mr.  C.)  that  he 
does  refer  to  the  conduct  of  New  England  in  that  war, 
and  also  to  the  alien  and  sedition  laws.  As  to  the  latter, 
they  were  the  sets  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
not  of  the  States  of  New  England.  And  Are  they  not 
precisely  the  things  which  South  Carolina  herself,  in 
common  with  other  States  of  the  South,  hat  reeently 
called  on  the  States  of  the  North  to  do?  That  is,  to  ex* 
tend  the  law  of  seditious  libel,  and  to  punish  aliens  who 
intermeddle  with  our  domestic  institutions. 

But  the  last  war,  the  last  war — ^this  is  the  stale  topic 
on  which  the  assailants  of  Massachusetts  are  perpetually 
ringing  the  changes  of  undeserved  repronch.  And  from 
what  quarter  does  the  reproach  now  come?  Sir,  it  lies 
not  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  rebuke 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  for  the  errors  of  that  day. 
She  did  err,  I  confess  it.  I  think  she  erred  in  the  great 
constitutional  question  between  her  and  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States,  as  to  the  mode  in  which  her  milithi 
should  be  disposed  of  by  the  Federal  Government.  My 
honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Libtcoln]  suggest  to  me  that 
it  wss  not  so  very  citar  a  case,  after  all.  Be  it  so;  I  de- 
fer to  his  better  knowledge  of  times  in  which  I  was  not 
old  enough  tv  be  an  actor.  But  I  admit,  for  the  argu- 
ment's sake  at  least,  the  State  of  Massachusetts  erred.' 
And  what  caused  the  error  ?  She  was  betrayed  into  it 
by  her  attachment  to  State  rights.  Does  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  know  of  no-other  State  which  has 
ever  placed  herself  in  the  like  wrongful  attitude?    Sir« 
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MMMofaasetts  did  in  1812  ■omethtnK  anmlogoQt  to  tli«t 
which  the  gentlenMin  glorict  lo  have  had  his  own  State 
do  in  1833!  Maanekasetts  held  to  a  doctrine  then,  for 
the  defence  of  her  own  territory  and  her  own  principles 
against  the  rest  of  the  Union,  just  as  South  Carolina  has 
held  to  her  dootrine  of  State  rights  against  the  rest  of 
the  Union.  We  have  been  condemned*  each  of  us,  by 
the  general  Toioe.  There  is  no  time  here  to  tske  an 
appeal  from  this  decision.  But  I  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  and  I  aay  to  the  House,  that  Mas- 
Bichasetts  was  impelled  into  that  fault,  if  fault  it  were, 
by  the  aelf-same  principle  which  has  governed  her  con* 
duet  in  every  vicissitude  of  her  history,  the  inextinguish- 
able and  ever  present  love  of  libeHy.  She  was  vindi- 
cating the  eonstitutional  rights  of  her  own  Legislature 
and  her  own  Bzeoutive  against  the  encroachments,  as  she 
felt  tberii  to  be,  of  the  Federal  Government. 

Bat  let  that  pass.  If  the  Sute  of  Massachusetts  erred 
in  tliese  points  of  law  or  public  policy,  her  citizens  were 
not  the  men  to  be  found  wanting  in  the  hour  of  trial. 
The  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina  taunts  us  with 
counting  the  coats  of  that  war,  in  which  the  liberties  and 
honor  of  the  country,  and  the  intereata  of  the  North,  aa 
be  assertr,  were  forced  to  go  elsewhere  for  their  de- 
leoce.  Will  he  sit  down  with  me,  and  count  the  cost 
now?  Will  he  reckon  up  how  nmch  of  treasure  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  expended  in  that  war,  and  how 
much  th^'State  df  Massachusetts?  How  much  of  the 
blood  of  either  State  waa  ponred  out  on  sea  or  land?  1 
challenge  the  gentleman  to  the  test  of  patriotism  which 
the  army  roll,  the  navy  lists,  and  the  treasury  books, 
afford  f  Sir,  they  who  revile  us  for  our  opposition  to 
the  bat  war  have  looked  only  to  the  aurface  of  things. 
They  little  know  the  extremities  of  suffering  which  the 
people  of  Massachuaetts  bore  at  that  period,  out  of  at* 
tachment  to  the  Union—their  families  beggared,  their 
fathers  and  sons  bleeding  in  camps  or  pining  in  foreign 
prisons.  They  forget  Ibat  not  a  field  waa  marshalled  on 
.  thia  side  of  the  mountains,  hi  which  the  men  of  Mas8a> 
chusetts  did  not  pUy  their  parr,  ea  became  their  aires, 
and  their  blood  fetched  from  mettle  of  war  proof.  They 
battled  aod  bled  wherever  battle  waa  fought  or  blood 
drawn.  Nor  only  by  land.  I  ask  the  gentleman^  who 
fought  your  naval  battles  in  the  last  war?  Who  led  you 
on  to  victory  after  victory  on  the  ocean  and  the  lakea? 
Whose  was  the  triumphant  prowess,  before  which  the 
Red  Cross  of  £ng|and'  paled  with  unwonted  shames? 
Were  theynot  men  of  New  Engknd?  Were  these  not 
foremost  in  those  ^ritime  encounters  which  humbled 
the  pride  aild  the  power  of  Great  Britain?  I  appeal  to 
my  colleague  before  me,  from  our  common  county  of 
brave  old  Bsaex— I  appeal  to  my  reapeeted  colleagues 
from  the  shores  of  the  Old  Colony.  Was  there  a  village 
or  a  hamlet  on  Massachusetts  bsy  which  did  not  gather  its 
hardy  aeamen  to  man  the  gunhddtoks  of  your  shipa  of 
war?  Did  they  not  rally  te  the  battle,  as  men  flock  to 
a  feast? 

[Mr.  CttAPXAir  here  rose  to  make  a  point  of  order  aa 
to  the  relevancy  of  the  course  of  remark  pursued  by  Mr. 
Cosnise.  **  Go  on!  go  on!"  was  exclaimed  in  different 
parts  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Dawsost  rose  and  said:  Let  htm  go  on.  He  is 
illustrating  the  results  of  our  glorious  constitution, 
and  thus  diowing  the  iblly  and  imprudence  of  dis- 
cussing tfuestions  and  matters  that  have  a  tendency  to 
dissolve  or  destroy  this  noble  Union.  I  hope  he  will  be 
heard. 

The  Sp BAKES  said,  addressing  Mr.  CosHiHa*  that, 
without  wiahin^  to  limit  the  reasonable  freedom  of  de- 
bate, he  (the  Speaker)  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
the  propriety  of  not  enlarging  too  much  the  range  of  the 
discussion.-] 

Mr.  Cvsaiira,  resuming  the  floor,  proceeded  to  say 


that  he  submitted  implicitly,  as  he  was  wont  to  do,  to 
the  intimation  of  the  Chair.  He  would,  therefore,  pass 
over  several  other  topics*  pertinent  to  the  immediate 
issue,  which  he  should  willingly  have  t6uched,  and 
would  hasten  to  conclude.  He  was  perfectly  conscious 
of  the  fact  indicated  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
[Mr.  Cbapk Air,]  that  the  discussion  had  wandered  very 
far  from,  the  precise  point  of  the  resolution  before  the 
House. 

But  who  (said  Mr.  C.)  introduced  these  foreign  mat- 
ters into  the  debate?  Was  it  my  honorable  colleague  or 
myself  ?  Sir,  I  am  acting  strictly  on  the  defensive  in 
the  whole  affair.  I  am  replying  to  precise  allegations 
made  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  it  is  not  my  fault 
if  they  are  wide  of  the  mark.  I  repeat,  that  what  I  ssy 
I  say  in  pure  defence.  Such,  at  any  rate,  has  been  my 
desire,  my  earnest  intention.  I  speak  unreflectingly, 
without  preparation,  on  the  impuUue  of  the  moment,  f 
utter  the  spontaneous  outpourings  of  a  full  heart.  I  can- 
not atop  to  measure  my  syllables.  But  if,  in  the  whole 
course  of  my  remarks  I  have  departed  in  the  least  de- 
gree from  the  legitimate  course  of  reply,  it  has  been 
contrary  to  my  purpose.  If  1  have  aaid  one  word  in  (he 
nature  of  attack  on  any  member  of  this  assembly,  or  any 
part  of  the  country,  I  now  unsay  it,  once  for  all,  distinct- 
ly, emphatically,  in  the  face  of  the  whole  House.  I  ten* 
der  my  aincere  thanks  to  the  free-hearted  (gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Dawsov,]  who,  while  he  differs 
with  me  upon  the  merits  of  the  case,  yet  comes  forward 
to  invoke  for  me  a  fair  field.  I  appreciate  his  generos- 
ity. I  desire,  also,  to  express  my  deep  sensibility  for 
the  indulgent  favor  of  the  members  of  the  ifouse  gen- 
erally, who  have  permitted  to  me  the  opportunity  of 
defending  at  auch  length  abe  inatitutiona  and  the  char- 
acter of  my  State.    > 

And,  in  conclusion,  1  beseech  the  House  to  pardon  me, 
if  I  may  have  kindled  on  this  subject  into  something  of 
unseemly  ardor*  I  cannot  sit  tamely  by,  in  humble  ac- 
quiescent silence,  when  reflections,  which  1  know  to  be 
unjust,  are  caat  on  the  faith  and  honor  of  Massachusetts. 
Had  I  suffered  them  to  pass  without  admonition,  I  should 
have  deemed  that  the  diaembodied  spirits  of  her  depart- 
ed children,  from  their  ashes  ro-ngled  with  the  dust  of 
every  stricken  field  of  the  Revolution,  from  their  bones 
mouldering  to  the  consecrated  ^rth  of  Bunker's  Hillt 
of  Saratogs,  of  Monmouth,  would  start  up  in  visible 
shape  before  me,  to  cry  shame  on  me  their  recreant 
countryman.  Sir,  I  have  roamed  through  the  world,  to 
find  hearts  nowhere  warmer  than  hers,  soldiers  nowhere 
braver,  patriots  nowhere  purer,  wives  and  mothers  no- 
where truer,  maidens  nowhere  lovelier,  green  valleys 
and  bright  rivers  nowhere  greener  or  brighter{  and  I 
will  not  be  silent  when  1  hear  her  patriotism  or  her  truth 
i|uestioned  with  so  much  as  a  whisper  of  detraction. 
Living,  I  will  defend  her«  dying,  I  would  pause  in  my 
last  expiring  breath,  to  utter  a  prayer  of  fend  remem- 
brance for  my  native  New  England. 

*  Such  as  the  allegation,  made  by  Mr.  Thompsoh,  that 
**  mainly  on  New  England  rests  the  responsibility  of  the 
great  importation  of  alavea  into  the  country."  To  this 
it  ia  obrioos  to  reply,  in  the  first  plsce,  by  denying  the 
fact.  Furthermore,  if  men  of  New  England,  in  those 
times  when  the  slave  trade  was  lawful,  were  to  be  found 
participating  in  it,  they  did  so  in  defianse  of  the  good 
opinions  of  their  countrymen,  just  aa  land  pirates  now 
defraud  the  Indians  of  the  South.  And,  at  any  rate, 
Massachusetts  did  not  furnish  a  market  for  the  human 
merchandise.  At  an  early  period,  the  colony  of  Massa* 
chusetts  prohibited  slavery  except  in  the  caae  of  priaon- 
ers  of  war;  bondage  was  never  transmissible  in  that 
State  by  birth;  and  it  waa  abolished  by  the  first  line  of 
her  constitution. 
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IVben  Mr.  Cvbhik^  had  concluded, 

Mr.  FRENCH  obtained  the  floor,  and  intimated  his  de- 
sire to  add  re  w  the  House;  but  not  feeling  himself  oa- 
pable,  at  this  late  hour,  of  submittin}^  bis'  remarks,  be 
would,  be  Mid,  be  glad  if  the  House  would  indulge  him 
with  an  adjournment;  and  be  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayt; 
which  were  refused. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  motion  to  adjourn 
was  decided  in  the  affirmatlTe:  Ayes  101,  noes  34. 

So,  at  6  o'clock,  the  House  acyourned. 

Wl&HBSDAT,  FSBmVABT  8. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  rose  and  remarked 
that,  as  this  was  the  day  set  apart  for  the  special  order, 
(on  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,)  he  would  submit  to  the  judgment 
of  the  House  whether  it  would  nut  be  expedient  to  pass 
over  the  question  of  privilege  (on  the  resolution  of  cen* 
sure  upon  Mr.  Adams)  then  under  consideration,  for  the 
present,  and  either  pass  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and 
take  up  the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table,  or  give  the 
committees  an  op portuYiity  of  making  reports  during  the 
morning  hour.  He  hoped  this  might  be  done  without 
any  special  motion  to  that  effect.  For  himself,  he  would 
prefer  that  the  House  would  consent  to  the  presentation 
of  reports. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  he  had  twomeissges  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  several  executiye 
communications,  which  «ould  be  first  in  order. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  objected,  on  the  ground,  he  said,  that 
he  was  desirous  of  having  the  business  before  the  House 
first  disposed  of. 

The  CHAIR  did  not  understand  the  suggestions  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  as  contemplating  an  extension  of 
the  postponement  of  the  privileged  question  beyond  the 
morning  hour.     > 

Mr.  GHOLSON  still  objecting,  on  the  ground  above 
stated^ 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
for  the  purpose  of  submitting  a  motion  to  postpone  the 
question  of  privilege  under  consideration  till  the  special 
order  of  the  day  was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  GHOLSON >asked  for  the  yeas  and  naya,  but  they 
were  not  ordered. 

The  motion  to  suspend  was  agreed  to,  m  was  also 
that  to  postpone  the  question  of  privilege,  severally, 
without  a  division. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House  several 
executive  communications. 

Several  bills  were  reported,  twice  read,  and  referred. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PRESI- 
DENT OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

This  being  the  day  specially  set  apart  by  a  joint  resolution 
for  the  two^ouses  to  convene  in  joint  meeting,  kar  the 
purpose  of  opening  and  counting  the  electoral  votes  given 
by  the  several  States  for  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  SUtes— 

Mr.  HAYNES  said,  as  the  hour  had  nearly  elapsed, 
he  begged  to  propound  an  inquiry  to  the  Chair,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  order  in  which  the  Senate  shouM  be  received 
by  the  House  on  occasions  like  the  present. 

The  CHAIR  stated,  in  reply,  that  the  usual  course  had 
heretofore  been  for  the  House,  some  short  time  before 
the  arrival  of  the  hour,  to  aend  a  message  to  the  Senate, 
informing  that  body  that  the  House  was  in  readiness  to 
receive  them  and  count  the  votea.  The  Chair  stated, 
further,  that,  so  far  as  he  bad  been  informed,  the  mode 
of  receiving  the  Senate  by  the  House  was  for  the  men- 
bers  to  stand  uncovered. 

Mr.  P  AXTON  moved  that,  while  the  votes  were  being 
counted,  ladies  be  admitted  to  the  privilege  of  the  floor 
of  the  hall. 


Mr.  JARVI8  objected. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  of  Massaehttsetis,  moved  a  su8« 
pension- of  the  rule;  agreed  to:  Ayes  141,  noes  not 
counted;  and  Mr.  Pattov's  motion  was  agreed  to  witfa« 
out  a  division. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  inquired  if  it  was  necessary  to  move 
that  a  committee  wait  upon  the  Senatef  and,  if  so^ 
whether  the  ehsirman  of  the  select  oonmittee  on  the 
subject  should  appoint  ft  sub-committee,  or  the  Speaker 
of  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  stated,  in  reply,  that  upon  every  oecasion 
of  this  kind,  with  a  single  excepthm,  the  invanable 
course  had  been  to  send  «  message  to  the  Senate  by  the 
Clerk.  In  one  instance  only  the  message  had  been 
transmitted  by  a  eommittee  of  two  members  of  the 
House,  who  were  also  appointed  to  conduot  the  Senate 
into  the  hall;  but  that  was  a  departure  from  the  former 
practice. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  moved  that  a  message  be  then  sent  to 
the  Senate  by  the  Clerk, notifyiogtbat  body  that  the  House 
was  in  readiness  to  receive  them,  and  count  the  votes  for 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  CHAIR  stated,  before  putting  the  question,  that 
the  seats  on  the  right  of  the  Speaker's- ebair  had  been 
provided  for  the  aoeommodation  of  the  Senate,  and  otliers 
provided  for  the  members  to  which  they  belonged. 

Mr.  AiTTBovT'a  motion  was  then  put  and  agraed  to. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  left  the  House;  the  Senate 
shortly  after  entered  the  hall,  with  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  Hon.  Wiliiax  R.  Kive,  of  Alabama,  at 
their  head,  preceded  by  the  Secretary  and  the  Sergeant- 
at-arms  of  the  Senate,  and  were  received  at  the  door  of 
the  ball,  and  conducted  to  th'e  seat  assigned  them  by  the 
3ergeant*at-arms  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  all  the 
members  being  uncovered,  and  rising  in  their  places. 

When  the  Senators  had  taken  the  seata  assigned 
them,  and  the  President  of  the  Senate  bad  seated  him- 
self at  the  rig^htof  the  Speaker,  the  tellers  took  their 
seats  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

The  tellers  were— for  the  Senete,  the  Hon.  Fuix  ' 
Grvvdti  for  the  House  of  Representctives,  the  Hon. 
FmAvcis  Thovas  and  the  Hon.  Lvn  LnrcoLV. 

The  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  SENATE  then  rose  end 
said: 

The  two  Houses  being  now  convened  for  the  purpose 
of  counting  the  electoral  votes  of  the  several  States  for 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  .United  States^  the 
President  of  the  Senate  will,  in  pursuance  of  the  pro* 
visions  of  the  constitution,  proceed  to  open  ihe  votes 
and  deliver  them  to  the  tellers,  in  order  thftt  they  may 
be  counted.    ' 

I  now  present  to  the  tellevs  the  electoral  vote  of  the 
State  of  Maine. 

The  tellers  then  counted  the  votes,  and  announced 
them,  severally,  in  their  order,  the  same  form  having 
been  observed  in  every  case;  the  tellers  also  reading 
the  qualifications  of  the  electors,  and  the  certificate*  of 
their  elections. 

He  then  ani\ounced  the  result,  as  reported  by  the  tel- 
lers, as  follows: 

'  Ibr  Pruident  of  ihe  Uhiud  8late$, 

For  Mabtxit  Vav  Bitvbv,  of  New  York—* 

If  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  counted         -  -  170 

If  the  votes  of  Michigan  l>e  no^  counted  -  -  167 

For  Wi&UAM  HxvBT  Habbibov,  of  Ohio  -  -    73 

For  HvoH  I<AWsoir  Whits,  of  Tennessee  -  -    36 

For  Davibi  Wf  bstbh,  of  Massachttsetts    -  .14 

For  WiuiB  P.  MABOtrir,  of  North  Carotifia  -    11 

It  therefore  appears  (continued  the  President)  that, 

were  tbe  votes  of.  Michigan  to  be  oounteil,  the  result 

would  be,  for  Mabtiit  Vav  Bubxit,  for  President  of  the 

United  States,  170  Votes;  if  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  not 
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counted,  Martiv  Vlir  bu»xir  then  hu  167  TOtes.  In 
either  event,  Mabtih  Van  Bvrisv,  of  New  York,  is 
elected  President  of  the  United  Sta\eS(  and  I  therefore 
declare  that  MABTiir  Vav  Bvbvit,  havtng  received  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  electoral  votes,  Is  duly 
elected  Presidlnt  of  the  United  States  for  four  years, 
conimenetns^  the  4th  day  of  March,  1837. 

The  PRBSIDENT  OF  THB  SENATE  then  announced 
the  votes  for  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  as  re- 
ported by. the  tellers^  as  follows: 
For  RiGHABD  M.  JoHvsoir,  of  KentuoKy— 

If  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  counted   -  -        147 

If  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  not  counted  •  144 
FopFbahois  Gbabobb,  ofNew  York    -  •     .    77 

FcyrJOBvTTi.aB,  of  Virginia  ...  47 
For  WmiAV  Surra,  of  Alabama  -  23 

It  therefore  appears  (continued  the  President)  thst, 
were  the  votes  of  Michigan  counted,  the  highest  num- 
ber of  votes  for  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
would  be  147 f  and  if  those  votes  be  not  counted,  the 
highest  number  of  votes  for  that  office  will  be  144. 
Bat,  in  either  event,  no  person  has  received  a  majority 
of  the  electoral  votes  for  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States;  and  I  do  therefore  declare  that,  no  person  having 
received  such  majority,  no  person  lias  been  elected  to 
that  office;  that  Bicvakd  M.  Joovsov,  of  Kentucky,  and 
Fbaitcis  Qbabobb,  of  New  York,  are  the  two  blithest 
on  the  list;  and  it  how  devolves  on  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  as  provided  in  the  constitution,  firom 
those  two  persons  to  elect  a  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 
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The  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  SENATE  then  announc- 
ed that  ttie  object  for  which  the  two  Houses  were  as- 
sembled, under  the  constitution,  had  been  accompHshed, 
end  that  the  Senators  would  retire  to  their  chamber  in 
order. 

.  The  Senators  then  rose  and  retired  in  the  order  they 
came,  the  members  of  the  House  rising  in  their  places 
and  remaining  uncovered. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  from  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  join  such  committee  as 
might  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  aaeef- 
tain  and  report  a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
notifying  the  persons  elected  of  their  election,  reported: 

That  the  joint  committee,  in  further  execution  of  the 
duties  with  which  they  were  chargred  by  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  have  agreed  to  the  following  resolution,  in 
which  their  committee  recommend  to  the  Houee  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  concur: 

Besohedf  That  a  eommtttee  of  one  member  of  the 
Senate  t>e  appointed- by  that  body,  to  join  a  committee 
of  two  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  be 
appointed  by  that  House,  to  wait  on  Mabtih  Yav  Bv« 
Bsv,  of  New  York,  and  notify  him  that  be  has  been  duly 
elected  President  of  the  United  Sutes  for  four  years, 
commencing  with  the  4th  day  of  March,  1837. 

The  above  resolution  having  been  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GLASCOCK, 

The  House  adjourned. 

Thursoat,  Fsbbvabt  9. 
CENSURE  OP  MR.  ADAMS. 

The  CHAIR  announced  the  unfinished  business,  being 
the  q^Btion  of  prtvile^  involved  in  the  consideration 
of  the  following  resolations  in  relation  to  Mr.  Abavs. 

The  original  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  W.  Thoxpsov 
was  modified  by  him,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Dbok* 
eooLB,  as  follows  t 

<•  1.  JReaohedt  That  the  Hon.  Johb  Qoibct  Adams,  a 
member  of  this  House,  by  stating,  in  his  place,  that  he 
had  in  his  poisession  a  paper  {mrportittg  to  be  a  petition 
from  slaves,  and  inquiring  if  it^ame  within  the  meaning 
of  a  resolution  heretofore  adopted,  (as  preliminary  to  its 
presentation,)  has  given  color  to  the  idea  that  slaves 
have  the  right  of  petition,  and  of  his  readiness  to  be 
their  organ;  and  that  for  the  same  he  deserves  the  cen- 
sure of  this  House. 

**3.  Keaoivedt  That  the  aforesaid- Joasr  Q.  Adavs 
receive  a  eensure  from  the  Speaker,  in  the  presence  of 
the  House  of  Representatives." 

Mr.  Btitvx  had  offered  the  followmg,  as  a  substitute: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  '<  Ruohftd,**  and  insert, 
'<  That  an  attempt  to  present  any  petition  or  memorial 
from  any  slave  or  staves,  or  free  negro,  from  any  part  of 
the  Union,  is  a  contempt  of  the  House,  and  calculated 
to  embroil  it  in  a  strife  and  confusion  incompatible  with 
the  dignity  of  the  bodyt  and  that  any  member  guilty  of 
the  same  justly  subjects  himself  to  the  censure  of  the 
House. 

**Re»ohedt  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  Inquire 
into  the  fact  whether  any  such  attempt  has  been  made 
by  any  member  of  this  House,  and  report  the  same  to 
the  House  as  soon  as  practicable.'' 

The  question  immediately  pending  was  the  following 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  moved  bv  Mr.  Pattov: 

'*  Resohedt  That  the  right  of  petition  does  not  belong 
to  slaves  of  this  Union <  that  no  petition  from  them  can 
be  presented  to  this  House  without  derogating  from  the 
rights  of  the  slaveholding  States  and  endangering  the 
integrity  of  the  Union. 

«^  Resolmd^  That  every  member  who  shall  hereafter 
present  any  such  petition  to  this  House  ought  to  be 
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considered  m  re(fardleis  of  the  feclingrs  of  this  House, 
the  rights  of  the  South,  and  so  enemy  to  the  Union. 

**  Metotvedt  That  the  Hon.  J  obit  Q.  Adams  having 
solemnly  disclaimed  a  design  of  doing  any  thing  dis- 
respectful to  the  House  in  the  inquiry  he  made  of  the 
Speaker  as  to  the  petition  purpoKing  to  be  from 
sIsYes,  and  having  avowed  his  intention  not  to  of- 
fer to  present  the  petition  if  the  House  was  of  opinion 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  presented-«therefore»  all  farther 
proceedings  as  to  his  conduct  no v  cease." 

Mr.  FRENCH,  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  addressed 
the  House  as  follows: 

Ur.  Speaker:  Nothing  but  a  sense  of  duty  could  in- 
duce me  to  trouble  the  House  upon  this  delicate  and  ex- 
citing question.  As  an  evidence,  here  and  elsewhere,  of 
my  disposition  not  to  consume  the  time  of  the  Ho«Me,  I 
need  only  refer  to  my  uniform  silence  during  the  pres- 
ent session.  I  trus%  then,  sir,  that  the  few  considera- 
tions which  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  submit  to  the  House  and 
the  country  will  be  attributed  to  their  proper  motives. 

The  question  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  by  Congress 
is  one,  sir,  which  1  had  considered  so  fully  settled  by 
the  compromises  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
as  not  to  be  deemed  a  debateable  question.  I  hud  en- 
tertained the  hope  that  such  would  be  the  judgment  of 
this  House.  And  when,  sir,  the  first  abolition  petition 
received  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  session  was 
promptly,  and  without  debate,  laid  upon  the  table,  upon 
the  yeas  and  nays,  bv  a  large  majority  of  this  House,  I 
considered  the  question  as  wisely  and  prudently  put  to 
rest.  The  public  journals  and  the  country  at  Xfrgt 
bailed  that  decision  in  the  same  light.  But,  sir,  in  this 
most  reasonable  expectation  we  have  all  been  disap- 
pointed. 

The  many  scenes  of  excitement  wliich  we  have  expe- 
rienced in  this  House,  growing  out  of  the  agitation  of 
the  subject,  have  gone  to  the  country.  The  numerous 
petitions  and  memorials  praying  lor  the  abolition  of  sla- 
very, on  days  set  apart  by  the  rules  of  the  House  for 
the  presentation  of  petitions,  have  been  made  to  cut  such 
a  figure  as  to  exclude,  in  a  great  measure,  petitions 
upon  all  other  subjects,  and  thus  other  and  necessary 
business  has  been  neglected. 

For  one,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  determined  not  to  take 
any  part  in  the  discussions  upon  this  subject «  but  be- 
lieving that  discunion  cannot  be  prevented,  and  that  we 
from  the  slave  States  ought  not  any  longer  to  forbear 
asserting  our  rights,  I  have  resolved  to  break  my  silence, 
and,  in  behalf  of  those  who  sent  me  here,  to  contend  for 
them. 

In  doing  this,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  shall  not  be  unmindful 
of  the  rights  and  feelings  of  honorable  members  on  this 
floor,  nor  of  that  temperance  which  stiOuld  character- 
ize the  discussion. 

Sir,  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  is  the  work 
of  the  wisest  heads  and  the  best  hearts.  The  liberties 
of  this  people  cost  much^  blood  and  treasure;  and  those 
who  best  knew  their  cost,  and  therefore  could  best  ap- 
preciate their  worth,  endeavored  to  preserve  and  per- 
petuate them.  For  this  purpose  Government  was  in- 
stituted. 

At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  slave- 
ry existed  in  the  States.  And  are  we  of  this  age  better 
than  those  who  waded  through  the  Revolution^  Might 
we  not  bear  with  slavery  as  they  did^  Did  they  not  rec- 
ognise the  right  of  property  in  slaves,  and  guaranty  it 
by  that  instrument?  Can  Congress  break  through  those 
guarantees,  and  abolish  slavery  ? 

[The  Spbaxib  suggested  that  the  debate  on  this  sub- 
ject had  heretofore  taken  a  wide  range,  and  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  confine  it  as  much  as  possible  to  the  resolu- 
tions under  consideration.  He  did  not  think  the  con- 
stitutional question  could  be  otherwise  alluded  to  than 


incidentally.  He  would,  however,  remark  that  bit  in« 
terposition  wss  not  to  be  considered  as  imputing  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  a  departure  from  the  opin- 
ion now  suggested,  but  as  a  notice  lo  the  House  of  the 
limits  within  which  the  discussion  ought  to  be  confined.] 
I  concur,  sir,  in  the  opinion  as  ex||#efsed  by^  the 
Chair,  and  do  not  design  discussing  that  question,  but . 
only  intend  to  refer  to  the  constitution  incidentally,  atid 
as  necessary  to  the  underaUnding  of  the  views  which  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  submit.  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  read  the 
preamble  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States; 

*'We  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
form  a  more  perfect  union,  estabiish  justice,  insure  do- 
mestic tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence,- 
proiibte  the  general  welfare^  and  seour«  the  blessings 
of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do  ordain  and 
establish  this  constitution  for  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica." 

This  preamble  declaims  that  we  the  people,  in  order 
to  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our 
posterity,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  oonstitution.  Yes, 
sir,  the  States,  by  their  delegates  in  the  federal  conven- 
tion, made  the  oonstitution,  and  the  people  of  the  States 
adopted  it;  and,  therefore,  it  ts  the  constitution  of  the 
peoplct  .  But,  air,  it  is  important  to  inquire  who  are 
embraced  by  the  expressions  in  that  instrument,  <*  we 
the  people,"  and  "the  people."  The  people  of  the 
several  States  choose  the  mefubers  of  this  House.  The 
right  of  <'  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons, 
houses,  pspers,  and  effects,  against  unreasonable  searches 
and  seizures,  shall  not  be  violated." 

**  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the 
States,  respectively,  or  to  the  people."  Who,  then,  are 
embraced  by  *<we  the  people,"  and  '*lhe  people?'' 
Those,  Mr.  Speaker,  who  ordained  and  established  the 
constitution,  and  their  posterity^ citizens  only.  I  will 
also  read  from  the  constitution  the  following  clause: 

<*  Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  spportion- 
ed  among  the  several  States  which  "^  may  be  included 
within  the  Union,  according  to  their  -respective  num- 
bers, which  shall  1>e  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole 
number  of  free  personSi  including  those  bound  to  ser- 
vice for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  tax- 
ed, three  fifths  of  all^ther  persons."   . 

Sir,  I  read  this  clause- to  show  the  basis,  contained  in 
the  constitution,  upon  which  the  right  of  **  the  people" 
to  federal  representation  depends,  and  by  which  it  is 
secured,'  and  to  prove  that  if  the  abolitionists  Succeed  In 
the  accomplishment  of  their  objects,  they  destroy  this 
very  basis,  and  overturn  the  Government.  Suppose, 
for  example,  thst  three  fifths  of  the  slaves  of  Louisiaoa. 
were  equal  in  numbers  to  the  whole  white  populatioiY 
of  that  State.  In  aueh  case,  one  half  of  the  members  of 
Congress  in  the  House  6f  Representatives  would  be 
based  upon  the  slave  population  of  that  Slate.  If,  then, 
slavery  in  that  State  were  abcrfished  by  Congpress,  the 
State  would  lose  its  right,  as  now  guarantied  to  it  by 
the  constitution.  That  rijgtit  is,  that  the  people  of  the 
Slate  owning  slaves  as  private  property  at  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution  shsU  be  entitled,  so  far  as  the  action 
of  this  Government  Is  concerned,  (o  a  continuance  of 
that  state  of  things,  to  wit:  to  the  ric^ht  of  property  in 
slaves,  and  to  the  right  of  representation  based  upon 
three  fifths  of  them.  If,  then.  Congress  were  to  abolish 
slavery  in  that  State,  this  fundamental  right  of  the  slave 
States  would  be  destroyed  or  cut  o^\  for  they  would 
have  no  right  to  keep  the  sUves  within  their  limits, 
but,  being  free,  they  would  go  where  they  pleased. 

This  provision  of  the  constitution  does  not  let  in  th« 
slaves  as  participants  in  federal  representation,  nor  as 
entitled  to  such  representation,  but  is  a  provision  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  ordairted  and  established  the 
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eonit)tution,  and  tbelr  poiterity-^for  the  benefit  of  citi- 
zens only. 

Had  ilaves  any  ¥oiee  in  ordaining  or  establwhfng^  the 
constitution?  Did  any  of.  them  vote  for  delegates  to 
any  of  the  conventions?  Were  any  of  them  elected,  or 
legally  qualified  eKher  to  vote  or  be  elected?  Are  any 
of  them  now  so  qualified  or  entitled?  No,  sirs  for  al- 
though they  are  human  beings,  or,  as  denominated  in 
the  constitution,  persons,  they  were  and  are  regarded 
in  that  instrument  as  property.  They  therefore  have 
no  political  rights  secured  to  them  by  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

Sir,  what  would  the  people  to  the  North  and  East 
think,  if  we  from  the  sUve  States  were  to  petition  Con- 
gress to  deprive  ihem  of  one  half  of  their  fight,  as  now 
secured  to  them  by  the  constitution,  to  representation 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  8tates<^by  excluding 
from  the  computation  of  their  federal  numbers  one  half 
of  their  population?  Would  they  not  think  and  say  we 
were  enemies  to  the  Union?  Would  they  not  say  we 
were  jeopardipsr  all  their  rights— civil,  political  and  re- 
ligious? Would  they  not  say  we  would,  if  successful  in 
our  objects,  overturn  the  Government?  Would  they 
not  call  upon  us  to  stop?  Would  they  not  point  out  to 
us  their  rights,  as  guarantied  by  the  constitution?  Would 
they  not  urge  upon  us  the  compromises  of  the  constitu- 
tion? Would  they  not  insist  that  we  should  live  up  to 
our  bargain  with  them?  And  would  they  not  have  reason 
on  their  side?  Yes,  sir,  all  this  they  could  and  would  do. 

May  we  whose  rights  are  tfaoa  sssailed,  ss  we  con- 
ceive, by  the  abolitionists,  not  make  these  appeals  to 
them?  May  we  not  call  upon  honorable  members  from 
the  North  and  East,  when  they  return  home,  to  explain 
to  their  people  the  fear  Ail  i^nd  ruinous  tonsequences 
with  which,  if  they  persevere,  they  threaten  the  coun- 
try? To  tell  them  «•  we  the  people"  of  the  United 
States  are  one  great  political  family,  possessing  equal 
rights  and  privileges!  of  our  des're  to  live  in  peace)  and 
to  this  end,  whilst  we  concede  to  them  the  right  to  enjoy, 
unmolested  by  uS|  all  their-  rights,  we  claim  from  them 
the  reciprocal  right  to  the-  undisturbed  enjoyment  of 
ours? 

The  view  of  the  constitution,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  f 
have  endeavored,  to  present,  is  conclusive  againsit  the 
right  of  Congress  to  interfere  in  any  manner  whatever 
with  slavery  in  the  States^  for  that  which  the  const itu- 
tidh  giutranties  to  the  States,  of  right  belongs  to  the 
States  and  is  beyond  the  reach  of  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress to  take  away;  slavery,  therefore,  and  the  question 
of  abolition,  are  questions  which  belong  to  the  States 
alone  within  whose  limits  slavery  exists. 

Another  of.  the  purposes  for  which  I  have  exhibited 
this  view  of  the  constitution  is  the  better  to  enable  us 
to  decide  the  question,  to  whom  does  the  right  to  peti- 
tion the  Government  for  a  redress  of  grievaiKes  belong? 
I  msitttain  that  ••  we  the  people,"  "the  people,"  citi- 
lens  only,^  possess  the  right  of  petition  under  this  Gov. 
crnment.  Those,. sir,  who  ordained  and  eatablished  the 
Constitutions  and  their  posterit}' — ^those  who  are  entitled 
to  be  represented  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
those,  in  short,  whose  moral  property  the  Government  is. 

The  right  of  petition  belongs  to  the  people  in  their 
lovereign  capacity.  It  grows  out  of,  and  appertains  to, 
the  doctrine  of  self-government.  It  is  a  right  that  ac- 
companies tlie  rigitt  of  representation.  The  right  of 
petition  and  the  right  of  representation  may,  therefore, 
be  denominated  kindred  rights.  The  right  of  petition, 
u  was  well  said  by  the  honorsble  f^enrleman  from  Mas- 
uchusetts  who  last  addressed  the  House  on  these  reso- 
lutions, [Mr.  CusHivo,]  is  a  right  reserved  by  the  peo* 
pie,  and  is  not  granted  by  the  constitution'  to  them; 
This  reserved  right  is  only  guarantied  by  the  constitu- 
tion   It  is  a  right  reserved  by  the  people,,  the  better  to 


enable  them  to  resFse,  at  the  hands  of  their  representa- 
tives, the  benefits  of  representation— the  benefits  of  le- 
gislation. It  is,  therefore,  a  sacred  right,  and  should  be 
so  regarded.  As  the  right,  therefore,  to  petition  the 
Government  for  a'redress  of  grievances  belongs  to  those 
who  are  entitled  to  be  represented  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  important  to  inquire  who  are  so 
entitled.  Sir,  all  the  citizens  living  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  are  not  on- 
ly entitled  to  be  represented  here,  but  sre  represented] 
and  all  are  citizens  except  our  colored  population,  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  aliens.  Yes,  sir,  the  citizens  of  the 
States,  of  the  Territories,  and  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, are  represented  here.  Every  member  of  this 
House  is  a  representative  of  the  District,  and  so  consti- 
tuted by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  The 
members  of  this  House,  notwithstanding  the  Territories 
have  delegates  here,  slso  represent  the  Territories. 

But,  sir,  it  msy  be  said  that  the  Indian  tribes  and 
foreigners  have  petitioned  this  Government  in  numerous 
instances;  and  that,  therefore,  the  prsctice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment estsblishes  the  right  of  others,  who  are  not  cit- 
izens, to  petition  the  Government.  It  is  true,  sir,  that 
the  Indian  tribes  and  foreifi^ners  have  petitioned  this 
Government;  but  this  was  toTtrrated  by  the  Government 
aa  matter  of  favor,  and  not  of  right.  This  argument, 
drawn  from  the  practice  of  the  Government,  therefore 
fails.  Hence  the  conclusion  to  which  my  mind  is  con- 
ducted is,  that,  according  to  the  theory  of  our  Govern- 
ment, slaves,  who  are  not  citizens^  but  inhabitants  mere- 
ly, have  no  right  to  petition  the  Government  for  a  re- 
dress of  their  grievances;  and  hence  the  further  conclu- 
sion is,  Ihat  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massschu- 
setts,  in  bringing  before  the  House  the  question  wheth- 
er slaves  have  the  right  of  petition,  did  that  which  he 
had  no  right  to  do. 
.Tlie  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
CosRiso]  who  last  addressed  the  House  upon  these  res- 
olutions contended  that  the  right  of  petition  was  a  nat- 
ural right,  derived  from  our  Creatoriand,  beings  natural 
right,  so  derived,  belonged  to  all  human  beings.  If  that 
gentlemen  meant  that  all  men  have  the  natural  right  to 
supplicate  the  Deity,  he  is  right.  If  he  meant  that  all 
men,  while  in  a  state  of  nature,  had  the  right  to  petition 
their  fellow  beings  for  whatlhey  wanted,  he  is  right.  If 
he  mesnt  that  all  men,  in  their  personal  relations  and  in. 
tercourse,  have  the  same  right  now,  he  is  right.  But  If 
he  meant  that  all  men  have  the  right  to  petition  the  Gov- 
ernment, 1  think  be  is  wrong. 

Sir,  there  was  a  time  when  civil  government  did  not 
exist;  and  bow  can  a  man  be  said  to  have  a  natural  right 
to  petition  a  political  being  who  had  no  voice  in  its  cre- 
ation^who  is  ne'Kher  parly  nor  privy  to  the  body  politic. 

That  gentleman  was  pleased  also  to  fhvor  us  with  whst 
he  termed  the  abstract  opinions  of  the  abolitionists — 
opinions  which,  as  he  said,  they  honestly  and  conscien- 
tiously entertained.  And  what  are  those  opinions?  That 
slavery  is,  in  the  abstract,  a  social,  mor»},  and  political 
evil.  1  will  noS  Mr.  Speaker,  debate  the  question 
whether  slavery  be  or  be  not,  in  the  abstract,  a  social, 
moral,  or  political  evil,  but  I  refer  to  what  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  said  to  pro\e  what  are  the  grievances  of 
the  abolitionists,  and  what  their  objects.  Slavery,  ac- 
cording to  ihis expose  of  their  views,  is  their  grievance — 
universal  emancipation,  then,  must  be  their  object. 

If  they  prevail  in  that  object,  through  the  action  of 
Congress,  whst  becomes  of  the  rights  of  the  sisve  States, 
as  guarantied  to  them  by  the  constitutitn'  What  be- 
comes of  the  Government?  Sir,  it  is  plain  that  the  end 
of  these  things,  if  successful,  terminates  in  the  overthrow 
of  the  Government.  This  view  of  the  subject,  therefore, 
has  also  an  unfortunate  bearing  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  whom  it  n  proposed  to  censure. 
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Sir,  the  history  of  abolition  petitions  in  thie  House  du« 
ring  the  last  and  present  sessions  of  Congre&%  and  of  the 
efforts  of  a  large  majority  of  this  House  to  avoid  the  agi- 
tation and  consequent  excitement^  here  and  elsewhere* 
^  of  this  dangerous  question,  are  known  to  this  House  and 
to  the  country.  1  will  not  attempt  to  repeat  them,  but 
will  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  resolution  of 
the  18lh  of  Janutry,  by  which  Ihis  House  ordered  all 
petitions,  memoriuls,  propositions,  and  papers,  relating 
to  slavery  or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  presented  to  the 
House,  to  be  received  and  laid  upon  the  table,  without 
being  printed  or  referred.    It  reads  as  follows,  to  wit: 

'<  Resolved^  That  alt  petitions,  memorials,  resolutions, 
propositions,  or  papers,  relating  in  any  way,  or  to  any 
extent  whatever,  to  ^he  subject  of  slavery,  or  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery,  shall,  without  being  either  printed  or  re* 
ferred,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  that  no  further  action 
whatever  shall  be  had  thereon." 

What,  sir,  was  the  object  of  this  House  in  passing  this 
resolution?  It  was  to  give  peace 'to  this  House  and  the 
country  on  this  exciting  question.  That  objecf  was 
known  to  us  all.  It  was  known  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man in  question.  Uis  conduct,  therefore,  in  bringing  be- 
fore  the  House  the  question  of  the  right  of  slaves  to  pe- 
tition, by  inquiring  of  the  Chair  if  a  petition  from  slaves 
came  within  that  resolution,  defeats  the  object  of  the 
House,  and  is  disrespectful  to  the  House. 

The  terms  of  the  resolution  are  bread  and  comprehen- 
sivej  am),  considered  without  reference  to  those  to  whom 
tlie  right  of  petition  belongs,  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  adopted,  and  ihe  object  the  House  had  in 
view  by  iU  passsge,  would  be  construed  to  let  in^  peti- 
tions and  papers  on  the  subjects  embrace  in  It  from  all 
persons.  But  when  considered  in  reference  to  these  con- 
siderations, the  resolution  neither  enlarges  nor  abridges 
the  right  of  petition.  It  lesves  the  right  of  petition  as  it 
stood  before  its  passsge.  Does  that  resolution,  theii,  en-  i 
Urge  the  right  of  petition  .>  The  House  did  not  dream 
of  enlarging  the  right  of  petition.  Will  any  one  contend 
the  slavea  inhabiting  the  island  of  Cuba  have  a  right, 
under  the  resolution,  to  petition  tbia  House?  Or  that  it 
gives  to  the  blacks  planted  at  Liberia  the  right  of  peti- 
tion? In  short,  does  it  apoTer  the  right  of  petition  to  all 
people?  Surely  not.  JThe  broadness  of  the  resolution, 
then,  forms  no  justification  or  elcuse  for  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
^  The  conclusion,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  which  my  own 
sense  of  duty  conducts  me,  is,  that  that  honorable  gentle- 
man, by  raising  the  questionof  the  right  of  slaves  to  pe^ 
tition  this  House,  did  wrong— in  fact,  by  so  doing  threw 
a  firebrand  into  the  House,  in  contempt  of  all  its  efforis 
to  allay  all  excitement  upon  this  Subject,  and  especially 
of  the  settled  judgment  of  the  House^  as  expressed  by 
the  passage  of  the  resolution  of  the  I8ih  January.  That 
he  has,  by  his  conduct  in  question,  trifled  with  the 
House,  its  feelings  and  its  character,  and  therefore  ought 
to  be  censured.  In  voting  for  the  resolution  to  censure 
that  honorable  gentleman,  1  shall  not  be  influenced  by 
any  unkind  or  unfriendly  feeling  towards  him  personally. 
But,  sir,  whilst  I  feel  it  my  duly,  in -my  representative 
character,  to  disapprove  of  his  conduct,  i  shall  give  my 
vote  under  a  lively  sense  of  his  high  character  for  talents 
and  learning,  and  of  the  distinguished  ability  with  which 
he  has  discharged  the  important  duties  of  the  high  and 
honorable  stations  which  he  haa  filled  at  home  and 
abroad. 

If  the  majority  of  this  House  are  satisfied  with  the  ex- 
planations of  that  honorable  gentleman,  and  think  prop- 
er to  excuse  him,  they  can  do  so.  Those  explanations 
have  not  satisfied  me,  and  I  shall  do  my  duty. 

Mr.  MlLLlGANsaid  that  he  did  not  rise  to  enter  into 
the  discussion.  Far  from  it.  '  His  object  was  rather  to 
ntake  an  eflbrt|  perhaps  an  unsuccessful  one,  to.draw  it 


to  a  close.  With  the  same  design,  he  had  made  several 
attempts  to  obtsin  the  floor,  when  this  subject  was  last 
under  debate,  but  was  not  so  foi'tunate  as  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  Speaker. 

Whatever,  sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  may  have  been  the 
origin  of  this  matter,  and  however  we  oiay  regret  the 
course  which  it  has  taken,  I  tfaiiik  it  tnust  now  be  ap- 
parent to  every  one  that  it  is  not  likety  to  lead  to  any 
practical  good.  The  resolutions  pendmg  before'  the 
House  grow  out  of  a  subject  that  never  fails  to  awaken 
the  liveliest  sensibility,  on  the  part  of  some  gentlemen, 
whenever  it  is  named— a  sensibility  not  altogether  war- 
ranted, I  think,  by  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  but 
which*  whether  ti^arranted  or  not,  is  certainly  very  in- 
imical to  any  thing  like  calm  and  temperate  investiga- 
tion. As  an  evidence  of  it,  witness  the  condition  of  this 
hall,  since  this  apple  of  discord  was  first  introduced. 
How  opposite  to  that  which  should  ever  characterize  the 
proceedings  of  a  deliberative  assembly ! 

In  relation  to  this  exciting  question—- 1  meao«  sir,  said 
Mr.  M.,  tbequeation.of  slavery— give  nae  leave  to  say 
that  I  occupy,  comparatively  apeaking^  a  neutral  po- 
sition iKce«  I  come  from  a  quarter  of  this  Union  which 
is  just  so  far  north  of ''  Mason  and  Dixon's  line"  as  not 
to  believe  in  the  doctrine  that  slavery  is  a  blessing;  and 
yet  not  suljSciently  far  north  of  it  to  be  a  convert  to  that 
other  heresy,  which  considers  it  the  bounden  duty  of 
every  good  citizen  to  embark  in  a  crusade  for  the  pur- 
pose otputtng  it  down.  The  people  of  the  State  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  wl^tever  views  they  may 
entertain  as  to  the  abstract  question  of  slavery,  never- 
tbelt  ss  regard  it  as  an  estabnshed  institution,  recognised 
by  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  country.  They  con* 
aider  that,  by  that  glorious  charter  which  made  us  one 
people;— a  free,  a  happy,  and,  1  trust  in  God,  a  united 
people— this  whole  question  was  lefl  to  the  separate, 
sovereign,  and  independent  States,  who  originally  came 
into  the  confederacy.  How.  far  they  then  wen^  or  how 
far  they  would  have  gone,  to  get  rid  of  this  feature  in 
our  system  of  civil  polity,  is  jiot  now  to  be  considered* 
But,  viewing  it  as  a  part  and  parcel  of  that  a}stemi 
springing,  as  it  did,  out  of  the  necessities  of  the  times; 
and  owing  its  origin  to  the  mutual  concessions  of  our 
fathers,  they  no«^  regard  it,  sir,  so  far  aa  it  exists  with- 
in the  States,  as  the  exclusive  subject  of  municipal  State 
legislation.  And,  be  it  a  blessing  or  be  it  a  curse,  they 
are  content  to  leave  it  with  the  States  themselves,  to^e 
rei^ulated  according  as  their  wisdom  and  justice  and 
sound  policy  may  direct. 

As  the  friend,  then,  of  those'  on  both  sides  of  this  con- 
troversy, standing,  as  it  were»  upon  the  dividing  line 
between  liberty  and  slavery,  I  would  entreat  gentlemen 
to  withdraw  thia  exciting  topic  of  discusa)on.  A  con- 
tinuance of  it  is  worse  than  useless.  Alienation,  diatrust, 
unkind ness,  are  its  only  fruits.  I  would  appeal  to  the 
North,  that  while  they  stand  up  here  f^r  the  right  of 
petition  secured  by  the  constitution,  and  which,  I  trust, 
they  will  never  abandon,  thry  would  yet  so  exercise  it 
as  not  to  infringe  upon  the  rights  of  others;  and,  as  f^r  aa 
may  be  consistent  with  the  conscientious  discharge  of 
their  duty,  not  to  wound  the  feelings,  or,  if  you  please, 
the  prejudices,  of  their  fellow-countrymen  in  other  por- 
tions of  the  Union.  And  i  would  appeal  to  the  South — 
to  what  is  often  denominated  on  this  floor  the  generous 
South — to  throw  no  impediment  in  the  way  of  the  exer- 
cise of  this  unquestionable  privilege,  unless  indeed  they 
see  a  clear,  a  settled,  a  determined,  fixed  resolution  to 
interfere  with  their  own  peculiar  local  habits  and  institu- 
tions. That  no  such  intention  exists,  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  the  North,  I  sincerely  believe.  Some  few  fa- 
natics, perhaps,  or  misguided  phiUathropists,  nay  desire 
it,  but  the  great  body  of  the  population  of  the  free 
S'.ates  are  oppos^  to  any  improper  interference. 
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With  regard  to  the  original  resolution^  anU  the  various 
amendments  and  substitutes  which  have  since  been  of* 
fered,  and  which  are  now  the  immediate  subject  of  con- 
sideration before  the  House,  I  would  only  remark,  that 
they  assume  facts  which  have  been  distinctly  denied  by 
the' honorable  gentleman  against  whom  they  are  alleged, 
and  that  they  all  propoae,  in  relation  to  that  distinguish* 
ed  and  venerable  man,  a  course  of  action  which  I  am 
very  certain  but  few  members  in  this  hall  will  be  wilting 
to  adopt.  For  myself,  sir,  if  I  even  believed  that  he  had 
either  said  or  done  aught  which  could  justly  subject  him 
to  the  animsdversion  or  the  House,  I  should  ponder  long, 
and  ponder  well,  before  I  could  consent  to  visit  him 
with  the  rigor  that  is  proposed.  I  should  have  to  dis- 
card from  my  memory  the  recollection  of  his  long  and 
eminent  public  services;  and  forget,  what  I  never  can 
forget,  that  at  one  time  he  occupied  what  was  once  the 
proudest  station  upon  earth,  and  discharged  Its  duties 
with  a  moderation  and  a  wisdom  which  reflected  the 
highest  honor  upon  himself,  and  glory  upon  his  country. 

But,  sir,  I  rose,  as  I  said,  not  to  prolong  but  to  en- 
deavor to  arrest  this  painful  discussion.  Only  a  few 
short  weeks  of  the  present  session  of  Congress  remain. 
A  vast  amount  both  of  public  and  private  business  is  yet 
unacted  upon.  Nearly  all  your  appropriation  bills  for 
carrying  un  the  operations  of  the  Government  for  the 
the  current  year<  a  proposition  to  readjust,  or  rather  to 
break  down,  the  tariff;  a  new«horn  project  to  give  away 
the  public  domain;  and,  though  laat  not  least,  a  measure 
of  contingent  war  with  Mexico,  are  all  in  reserve.  With 
ayiew,  therefore,  of  improving  the  brief  interval  which 
remains  anterior  to  our  adjournment,  and  enabling  the 
House  to  dispose  of  this  great  accumulation  of  business, 
1  now  move  you,  sir,  that  this  whole  subject  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this 
motion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  and  said,  that  if  he  should  say  any 
thing  now  which  was  not  strictly  in  accordance  with  the 
rules  of  the  House,  he  hoped  he  would  be  excused, 
considering  the  position  he  occupied.  He  did  not  de- 
sire these  resolutions  to  be  laid  on  the  table  without  being 
heard. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  called  Mr.  Adavs  to  order. 

Mr.  MILUGAN  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chuseiis  felt  at  all  aggrieved  by  the  motion  to  lay  the 
reaolutiona  on  the  table,  he  would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS  did  feel  aggrieved  by  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  MILLIGAN  then  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  the 
resolutions  on  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  did  not  wish  to  interrupt  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  House;  but  if  the  resolution  of  censure  waa 
to  be  passed,  be  wished  to  be  heard  in  his  own  defence. 
If  the  resolution  did  not  pass,  he  would  then  ask  of  the 
House  to  determine  on  the  only  question  which  would 
be  then  before  it. 

Mr.  EVANS  insisted  that  the  charge  of  offence,  on 
the  part  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  was  too 
▼ague  to  justify  a  vote  of  censure  upon  him.  There  was 
nothing  specific.  The  resolution  did  not  set  forth  any 
thing  like  contempt  towards  the  House,  or  even  an  in- 
fringement of  its  rules,  but  that  he  had  "given  color  to 
the  idea"  that  slaves  had  the  right  to  petition.  Mr.  E. 
held  that  the  House  had  the  right  to  punish  a  member 
for  a  determined  violation  of  ita  rules;  because,  other- 
wise, the  whole  business  of  the  country  might  be  ob- 
structed  by  a  disorderly  member;  but  no  man  could  be 
punished  for  the  expression  of  his  honest  opinions.  The 
imitation  to  this,  such  as  personalities,  reflections  upon 
the  past  conduct  of  the  Ht>use,  &c.,  were  expressly  laid 
down  in  the  kx  parliamentaria.  With  reference  to  the 
right  of  slaves  to  petition,  he  said  there  were  cases  em- 
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brsclng  it.  It  had  been  said,  also,  the  slave  had  no 
constitutional  rights  but  through  his  master.  This 
was  not  SO;  and  he  put  the  ca«ea  of  murder,  or  unpro* 
voked  assault,  and  that  of  alleged  kidnapping,  where 
his  legal  rights  were  recognised,  and  frequently  put  in 
force. 

Mr.  PICKENS  explained  that  if  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  was  alluding  to  his  argument,  he  (Mr.  P.)  had 
not  said  the  slave  had  no  legal  rights,  but  that  he  had  no 
constitutional  or  political  rights.  Thst  was  a  question 
he  should  like  to  hear  the  gentleman  argue. 

Mr.  EVANS  was  referring  to  constitutionsl  or  legal 
rights,  which  he  insisted  had  been  secured  to  the  slave. 
He  then  adverted  to  the  general  character  of  the  peti<* 
tions  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  in  none  of  which  was  there  found  any  harsh 
language  in  relation  to  the  peculiar  institutions  of  the 
South  or  Southern  men,  nor  any  expressed  or  implied 
wish  to  in'erfere  with  those  institutions.  There  might 
be  a  few  solitary  exceptions,  but  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  there  was  much  warmth  on  both  sides.  The 
rightoftheabolitionists  to  petition,  however,  should  have 
been  respected,  and  their  memorials  continued  to  be  re- 
ceived, as  they  formerly  had  been.  While  this  was  done» 
their  numbers  were  few  and  their  efforts  feeble;  but 
they  had  increased  In  numbers,  and  become  more  pow- 
erful, from  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  treated 
by  Congress.  They  contended  that  slavery  was  a  great 
moral,  social,  and  political  evil,  and  was,  besides,  inde- 
fensible by  srgument;  and  the  refusal  of  the  House  to 
liaten  to  them,  and  argue  with  them,  justified  them»  in 
their  own  opinion,  in  these  allegations;  but  there  was 
nothing  insulting  in  this.  Even  that  langusge  wss  bor« 
rowed  from  Virginia;  and  be  waa  about  to  cite  some 
pssssges  from  the  debates  in  that  State  on  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  containing  this  declaration,  when 

Mr.  PATTON  arose,  and  hoped  the  Chair  would  re- 
strict the  limits  of  the  debate  within  the  proper  range  of 
order.  If  the  gentleman  was  suffered  to  go  on  in  this 
way,  it  must  be  obvious  that  a  debate  was  springing  up 
which  would  be  interminsble. 

The  CHAIR  reminded  the  House  that  he  had  several 
times  interposed  to  confine  the  debate  within  the  proper 
limits,  and  had  repeatedly  reminded  gentlemen  that 
they  were  taking  too  wide  a  range,  but  in  the  perform- 
ance of  that  duty  he  had  not  been  austained  by  the 
House.  As  he  bad  been  called  upon,  however*  he 
should  enforce  the  rule,  and  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
whether  the  gentleman  from  Maine  should  be  allowed 
to  proceed. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
giving,  as  a  reason  for  so  doing,  that  upon  this  vote  would 
depend  whether  the  business  of  the  session  should  be 
entirely  set  aside  or  not. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  and  the 
Chair  being  about  to  propound  the  question, 

Mr.  ELMORE  wished  to  say  one  word.  He  was  per- 
fectly willing,  if  it  sliould  be  the  wish  of  the  House*  to 
hear  the  question  fully  discussed,  but  otherwise — 

Several  members  here  rose  and  addressed  the  Chsir. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  caught  the  eye  of 
the  Chair,  and  inquired  if  this  motion  for  leave  was  de- 
bateable. 

The  CHAIR  believed  it  was  not. 

Mr.  WISE  would  submit  whether  this  was  the  proper 
mode  of  deciding  whether  a  discussion  was  relevsnt  or 
irrelevant.  Was  there  any  precedent  for  it?  On  the 
contrary,  had  not  the  practice  heretofore  been  that  the 
Chair  decided  whether  the  course  of  remarks  of  gentle- 
men was  irrelevant;  and  if  the  gentleman  objected  to  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  that  he  then  took  an  appeaU  Mr. 
W.  wished  to  know  if  the  office  of  the  Chair  was  not  to 
interpose  in  that  manner?  And  why  had  it  been  departed 
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from  in  the  present  case.  Was  it  not  the  duty  of  the 
Chair  io  decide  him  out  of  order?  And  he  would  further 
inquice  whether  the  question  could  be  propounded  to 
iind  decldfd  by  the  House,  before  an  Appeal  was  lakeo. 
Finally  he  would  inquire,  why  this  distinction* 

The  CHAIR  will  state  the  question.  There  is  no 
difficulty. 

Mr.  WISE.     I  am  not  through  yet,  sir. 

The  CHAIR.  There  is  no  appeal;  but  the  Chair  will 
require  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  reduce  his  point 
to  writing. 

Mr.  PaTTON  said,  as  the  point  of  order  might  con- 
sume  more  time  peihaps  than  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman, he  would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  ELMORE  did  not  speak  In  anger,  but  with  a 
view  to  miike  an  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Maine. 
He  would  suggest  to  thai  gentl«-man  that  they  had  al- 
ready irritating  topics  enough  before  the  Houset  and  if 
he  should  be  disposed  to  go  on,  an  angry  debate  must 
necessarily  grow  out  of  it,  on  both  sides  of  the  Uou^e, 
that  would,  perhaps,  be  intrrminablet  and,  let  him  ask, 
what  gof>d  could  result  from  it? 

Mr.  EVANS  would  accept  the  application  of  the 
member  from  South  Carolina  in  a  corresponding  spirit. 
H<f  could  assure  thai  gentleman  that  he  had  endeavored 
not  to  say  any  thing  of  an  irritating  or  angry  nature.  He 
wished,  however,  the  member  hsd  thought  of  that  a 
liitle  Arlier.  He  wished  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
House  had  thought  of  this  when  denouncing  the  whole 
Northern  country,  and  the  whole  of  New  England,  in 
very  cl^ar  laigusge,  and  calling  opon  members  from 
thai  region  to  abatnin  from  doing  their  duty  in  preaent- 
ing  their  petitions;  and  when  they  charged,  and  almost 
directly,  Northern  gentlemen  with  aiding,  abetting,  and 
assisting  in  getting  up  petitions,  when  they  knew  that 
all  these  charges  did  not  justly  attach  to  them. 

Mr.  ELVIORE  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  Maine  had 
heard  hia  former  remarks  a  few  days  ago,  he  would  find 
that  hia  present  remark  did  not,  at  least,  apply  to  him. 
He  had  then  deprecated  diacuasion,  but  he  did  not  fear 
it,  nor  was  he  tinwillmg  to  go,  or  would  shrink  from 
going,  into  it,jf  it  were  brought  up. 

Mr.  THOWPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  wished  to  dia- 
abuse  hiritself  of  a  false  impression  of  the  tenor  of  his 
remarks,  as  he  was  the  member  who  opened  the  debate. 
Now,  In  the  preliminary  remarks  he  had  made,  he 
ahould  regard  himself  as  unpardonable  if  he  had  not 
confined  himsrU,  as  strictly  as  he  could,  to  the  question 
before  the  Huuse,  and  alluded  to  no  top'ica  either  of  an 
irntsting  or  anKry  character.  Tlie  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts  had  a^ked  if  the  people  of  the  North  were  to 
be  denied  the  privilege  of  aympathizini;  in  human  auf- 
ferinif,  of  sympathizing  for  the  oppreased,  and  those 
held  in  bondage  ss  property.  It  was  in  reply  to  these 
remarks  that  Mr.  T.  had  made  hia  own.  He  had,  how- 
ever, u»ed  no  epithets,  but  had  adrerted,  as  he  con- 
ceived he  bad  a  perfect  right  to  do,  to  the  hiatory  of 
New  England,  and  certain  authentic  facta  connected 
with  it.  Thia  he  had  done  in  repelling  the  attack  made 
upon  the  South. 

Mr,  BTNUM  concurred  with  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Pattov,]  which  seemed  to  be  agreed  on  all 
bands,  thiit  the  gentleman  from  Maine  had  certainly  de- 
parted, in  thia  inaiance,  from  the  aubject  propeily  under 
discussion,  and  he  ahould  renew  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  EVANS  explained.  What  he  had  aaid  was,  that 
very  rosny  of  the  gentlemen  who  charged  ihoae  of  the 
North,  and  the  petitioners  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  with  UHing  language  not  justl- 
fi  d  in  reference  to  Southern  institutions,  language  not 
courteous  to  themselves,  and  showing  a  mibconception 
of  the  institutions  of  slavery,  had  thcmaelvea  used  the 
aame  language.     He  wanted  to  rescue  these  petitioners, 


himself,  and  othera,  from  the  charge  of  firat  uaing  such 
language,  but  that  it  had  been  used  in  all  time. 

Mr.  BYNUM.  If  the  object  of  the  gentleman  be  to 
argue  the  question  of  slavery,  he  hoped  no  Southern 
man  would  countenance  it,  by  arguing  it  also.  It  was  a 
subject  that  House  could  not  settle,  and  had  no  right  to 
interrreddle  with  in  any  manner  whatsoever. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  am  not  going  to  discuss  the  question 
of  slavery.     I  was  going— 

Mr.  BYNUM  was  also  proceeding,  when 

Mr.  GHOLSON  rose  to  a  subject  of  order.  Both 
gentlemen  could  not  be  sufiered  to  address  the  House 
at  the  same  time. 

The  CHAIR  aaid  the  gentleman  from  Maine  was  in 
posaession  of  the  floori  and  if  any  gentleman  called  him 
to  order,  he  must  reduce  it  to  writing. 

Mr.  EVANS  was  not  going  to  discuss  the  question  of 
the  institution  of  slavery.  They  of  the  North  had  been 
charged  with  the  use  of  words,  in  reference  to  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  South,  for  which  they  had  been  held  re- 
sponsible. Now,  be  wanted  to  ahow  that  it  waa  lan- 
guage they^hacj  bo.ri^iwed  from  themaelves.  He  wanted 
also  to  show  they,  were '^ot  guilty  of  the  charge  of  un- 
dermining the  prosperity  of  the  South.  He  said  that 
many  gentlemen'  on  that  floor  complained  that  they  hold 
at  the  North  that  aluvery  was  an  evil.  Well,  they  did, 
and  so  did  many  of  the  South  themselves,  and  that  was 
what  he  was  about  to  prove.  But  the  North  did  not 
h<ild  the  preaent  holders  of  that  species  of  property,  as 
many  supposed,  responsible  for  it.  They  regarded  it, 
on  the  contrary,  as  an  inatitution  fixed,  snd  found  in  ex- 
istence, and  tolerated  among  them,  long  before  the  pres- 
ent time.  He  wss  about  to  show  that  that  language,  in 
reference  to  the  inatitution  of  alavery,  waa  language  held 
by  slaveholders  themselves,  and  that  thoae  of  the  North 
had  modelled  their  ideas  from  Southern  authority. 

Mr.  E.  was  again  proceeding  to  read  from  the  de- 
bates in  the  Virginia  convention,  when 

Mr.  HARRISON,  of  Miaaouri,  objected,  and  the  CHAIR 
sustained  the  point  that  no  gentleman  could,  under  the 
rules,  read  any  psper  to  the  Houae  without  ita  leave. 

Mr.  DAWSON  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Miasouri 
would  withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  EVANS.     I  cannot  >ield  the  floor. 

Mr.  HARRISON.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order^ 
thotigh,  if  the  Houae  were  diapoaed  to  permit  a  discus* 
sion  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  was  himKlf  fully  pre- 
pared to  meet  it. 

Mr.  EVANS.    1  will  wsive  that  part  of  my  argument. 

The  CHAIR.  Doea  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
waive  his  point  of  order? 

Mr.  GHOLSON.  I'he  gentleman  from  Maine  doea  not 
waive  hia  argument  on  the  aubjeet  of  slavery,  but  only 
the  reading  from  the  book. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  moved  that  the  question  be  taken, 
snd  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  but,  after  a  few  worda 
from  the  Chiiir,  withdrew  hi«  motion. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  aaid  he  waa  anxious  for  the  gentleman 
to  proceed. 

The  CHAIR  ssid  it  was  for  the  House  to  determine. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  rose  again,  and  wss  proceeding,  when 

Mr.  EVIilKETT  called  the  gentleman  to  order;  and 
asked  if  there  was  any  question  before  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  atatrd  the  question  raiaed  by  Mr.  Harbi- 
aov,  and  decided  in  favor  of  the  point  of  order  raised  by 
that  gentleman.  He  auggestcd  to  the  House  that  th»  y 
take  the  question  on  the  motion  to  grant  leare  for  the 
gentleman  to  proceed. 

Mr.  ELMORE  took  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  for  the  purpose,  he  said,  of  getting  an  opportunity 
of  setting  himself  right  on  the  subject.  He  wms  for  allow- 
ing the  gentleman  from  Maine  to  go  on,  according  to  his 
own  judgment  and  hia  own  diacretion;  and  be  waa  a!fo 
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for  holding  that  gentleman  responsible.  Mr.  E.  did  not 
want  to  stifle  debate,  but  to  leave  it  perfectly  open. 
We  of  the  South  (continued  Mr.  £.)  did  not  fear  dis- 
cussion on  this  subject,  here  or  elsewhere,  in  any  man- 
ner in  which  it  could  be  brought  forward;  but  I  would 
submit  to  that  gentleman,  and  to  those  who  act  with  him, 
that  if  there  was  any  thing  that  could  lead  to  the  most 
lamentable  consequences,  it  is  the  very  course  they  are 
now  pursuing.  The  gentleman  from  Maine  had  asked, 
why  was  not  this  call  made  upon  him  at  an  ealier  period 
of  this  debate? 

Mr.  £.  hoped  the  gentleman  would  remember  that 
he  had,  at  the  commencement  of  it,  called  upon  all  his 
friends,  upon  all  the  members  from  the  South,  to  vote, 
and  not  to  speak,  upon  the  subject;  for  it  was  one  calcu- 
lated, in  its  consequences,  to  bring  the  different  por- 
tions of  the  country  into  direct  conflict.  It  was  that  he 
might  save  the  country.  If  possible,  from  a  posture  of 
affairs  that  could  not  but  be  most  disastrous.  At  the 
same  time,  however,  he  was  willing  that  they  should 
be  understood  I  but  upoa  those  of  the  North  be  the  re- 
sponsibility. 

It  was  said  that  they  of  the  South  bad  provoked  this 
Attack  upon  themselves (  that  they  had  been  the  first  in 
denouncing  the  gentlemen  of  the  North,  and  had  been 
pursuing  a  course  of  debate  that  called  for  a  reply.  He 
denied  this.  Had  the  gentlemen  forgotten  whst  was 
tben  on  the  tsble?    Hud  they — 

Mr.  VANDERPOBL  called  the  gentleman  to  order. 
He  understood  the  question  the  gentleman  arose  to  dis- 
cuss was  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Cbairi  and 
be  had  not,  as  yet,  even  adverted  to  it. 

Mr.  ELMORE  said,  if  the  gentleman  had  spsred  his 
breath  one  moment,  he  should  have  concluded.  He 
bad  risen  simply  to  deprecate  the  allegation  brought  by 
the  member  from  Maine.  He  then  withdrew  bis  appeal, 
and  moved  that  the  gentleman  have  leave  to  go  on. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  renewed  the  appeal.  He  stated  that 
be  did  so  because  it  was  evident  that,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  debate  till  that  time,  a  f?reat  deal  had 
been  already  said  of  a  most  irritating  character  on  both 
aides,  and  that  irritation  would  only  increase  as  It  pro- 
gressed, if  it  was  suffered  to  proceed.  He  was  the  oi.ly 
member  from  his  own  State  who  had  taken  any  part  in 
the  subject,  and  he  had  moved  the  previous  question « 
but  there  were  so  many  cries  of  "  no!"  "no!"  that  he 
was  induced  to  withdraw  his  motion.  He  did  it  to  ar- 
rest the  excitement  he  saw  growing  out  of  the  subjec, 
and  he  made  the  present  appeal  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  CHAIR  again  suggested  that  the  best  mode  would 
be  to  take  the  question  on  the  motion  for  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  to  proceed. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  did  not  wiah  to  give  the  gentlemen 
on  either  side  leave  to  continue  this  discussion  of  sla- 
very any  further,  and  he  therefore  hoped  every  moder- 
ate man  in  the  House  would  join  him  in  arresting  its  fur- 
ther progress.  Mr.  A.  then  withdrew  his  appeal,  and 
expressed  a  hope  that  the  question  would,  according  to 
the  judicious  suggestion  of  the  Chair,  be  at  once  taken 
on  granting  leave  for  the  gentleman  from  Maine  to 
proceed. 

Mr.  GL.\SCOCK  rose  to  address  the  Houses  but 

The  CHAIR  reminded  the  gentleman  that  this  was 
not  a  debatable  question. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  wished  simply  to  remark  that  ap- 
peals had  been  mide,  in  the  most  respectful  manner,  from 
various  quarters  uf  the  House,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  should  dispense  with  pursuing  this  subject  any 
furthert  and  Mr.  G.  was  inclined  to  believe,  from  the 
course  recently  taken  by  that  gentleman,  that  he  was  dis- 
posed to  acquiesce.  On  the  call  to  order,  the  gentleman 
had  taken  his  sest,  and  did  not  take  an  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair.    If,  then,  the  motion  on  granting 


leave  were  withdrawn,  ail  difficulty  would  he  removed, 
and  the  doing  so  would  save  a  great  deal  of  unpleasant 
feeling,  and  supersede  the  necessity  of  taking  either 
question. 

The  CHAIR  then  propounded  the  question,  *'That 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  have  leave  to  proceed." 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by  ad- 
ding the  words,  ••  if  he  feels  disposed  to  do  so." 

The  CHAIR  propounded  the  question  at  length,  as 
followst  The  gentleman  from  Maine  is  called  to  order, 
because  he  is  speaking  of  the  opinions  of  others  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  when  that  question  is  not  before  the 
House.  The  Chair  decides  that  it  is  not  in  order  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  of  nlavery,  or  to  cite  the  opinions  of 
others  upon  that  subject,  on  the  question  before  the 
Hou9e.  The  gentleman  from  Maine  resumed  his  seat, 
and  acquiesced  in  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  taking  no 
appeal.  The  rule  required,  therefore,  that,  bcfire  the 
gentleman  could  proceed,  the  sense  of  the  House  must 
be  taken t  if  the  decision  had  been  in  favor  of  the  mem- 
ber called  to  order,  he  would  proceed  as  a  matter  of 
course. 

Mr.  HARRISON,  of  Missouri,  begged  to  Inquire 
whether,  if  the  gentleman  should  be  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed by  a  vote  of  the  House,  he  must  not  still  confine 
himself  within  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BOULDIN.  He  would,  he  expected,  go  on  pretty 
much  as  he  had  done. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  gentleman  would  still  be  limited 
to  the  rules  of  debate. 

Mr.  EVANS  did  not  want  to  discuss  this  matter.  Gen- 
tlemen supposed  he  wanted  to  discuss  the  institution  of 
slavery,  but  it  was  not  so.  He  did  not  wish  to  introduce 
any  neW  topics  there,  but  to  confine  himself  to  what  had 
been  opened  by  those  who  had  preceded  him.  This,  he 
believed,  was  what  he  had  done.  He  had  been  strictly 
on  the  defensive^on  the  defensive  against  s  charge  made 
against  the  venersble  and  dintinguished  member  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adaxs,]  Tor  presenting  petitions  to 
that  House  containing  language  offV^nsive  to  the  South. 
He  wished  to  prove  this  wss  not  so,  but  that  the  lan- 
guage came  originally  from  the  South,  in  substance  and 
in  terms. 

Mr.  E.  should  not  proceed  at  all  on  the  vote  of  the 
House,  he  it  which  way  it  might . 

Mr.  ELMORE  preferred  allowing  the  gentleman  to 
proceed  as  he  pleased,  as  he  had  introduced  these  topios* 

The  CHAIR  said,  if  leave  should  be  granted,  the  gen- 
tleman muRt  still  proceed  in  order. 

Mr.  ALFORD  remarked  that,  if  the  gentleman  went 
on  a  little,  he  would  soon  explain  his  purpose. 

Mr.  BRIGGS.  The  gentleman  did  not  himself  ask 
leave,  but  refused,  beforehand,  to  proceed  on  the  vote 
of  the  House.  What  would  be  the  use  of  granting 
leave? 

Mr.  ELMORE  replied,  the  gentleman  asks  what 
would  be  the  object  of  granting  leave^  It  was  thst  the 
House  might  not  be  charged  with  having  choked  the 
member  down,  but  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  go  on 
upon  his  own  responsibility. 

Mr.  P  ATTON  then  read  the  following  modificatloq  of 
his  amendment: 

Reaolvtd^  That  any  member  who  shall  hereafter  pne* 
sent  to  the  House  any  petition  from  the  slaves  In  this 
Union  ought  to  be  considered  as  regardless  of  the  feed- 
ings of  the  House,  the  rights  of  the  Southern  States,  ao9 
unfriendly  to  the  Union. 

Resolved,  That  the  honorable  Joeir  Q.  Adaxs  having 
solemnly  disclaimed  all  design  of  doing  any  thing  disie- 
spectful  to  the  House,  in  the  inquiry  he  made  of  the 
Speaker,  at  to  the  petition  purporting  to  be  from  slsvee, 
snd  having  avowed  his  intention  not  to  offer  to  present 
the  petition  to  the  House,  was  of  opinion  that  it  ought 
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not  to  be  presented — therefore,  all  further  proceedings  in 
regard  to  his  conduct  do  now  cease. 

Mr.  KLMORE  withdrew  bis  motion. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  the  above,  which 

Mr.  THOMPSON  accepted,  and  Mr.  BYNUM  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

Mr.  ELMORB  then  renewed  his  motion  in  relation  to 
granting  leave  to  Mr.  Evahs}  and,  after  a  few  words 
from  Messrs.  BRIGGS,  PHILLIPS,  and  MERCER,  it 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EVANS  ihen  rose  and  said  that  (he  course  of  re- 
marks he  was  pursuing  having  been  decided  to  be  out 
of  order,  if  he  should  again  proceed  he  would  still  be 
pronounced  to  be  out  of  order,  which  from  the  first  had 
been  far  from  his  intention.  He  intended,  certainly,  and 
thought  be  was  standing  on  the  defensive,  and  there  he 
meant  to  stand.  Had  be  been  permitted  to  proceed,  he 
should  have  concluded  in  a  few  minutes.  He  had,  how- 
ever, several  other  things  to  say;  but  as  they  would  be 
pronounced  out  of  order,  and  he  be  again  required  to 
take  his  seat,  he  had  expressed  a  disposition  not  to  pro- 
ceed  if  the  House  voted  him  leave,  because  that  vote 
for  leave  would  carry  upon  its  face  the  implication  that 
he  was  seeking  to  introduce  topics  not  pertinent  to  the 
question.  He  therefore  would  not  conclude  the  obser- 
vations he  designed  making  on  this  resolution,  except  by 
saying  that  he  should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  to  Mr.  V.  to  withdraw  this 
motion,  to  allow  bim  to  submit  some  remarks  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  could  not  withdraw  the  motion, 
unless  the  geniUman  from  Massachusetts  would  pledge 
himself  to  renew  the  motion  when  he  had  concluded  his 
remarks. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  comply 
with  this  reauest,  because  he  dt  sired  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  a  full  hearing  in  his  own  defences  and  he  had 
hoped  he  would  be  granted  the  privilege. 

Mr.  KENNON  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BENCHER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this 
motion;  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  50,  nays 
144,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton, 
Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Cair,  Casey,  Cbaney,  Chapin, 
Chetwood,  Cramer,  Crary,  Doubleday,  Dunlap,  Farlin, 
Forester,  Fry,  Fuller,  Rice  Garland,  Hannegan,  Hen- 
derson, Hubley,  Huntington,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Kennon,  Klingensmith, 
Lansing,  Laporte,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Logan,  Job 
Mann,  Moses  Mason,  McCarty,  McKay,  McKim,  Mor- 
gan, Muhlenberg,  Parks,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Joseph 
Reynolds,  Seymour,  Sickle.*,  Taylor,  Turrill— 50. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adan)s,  Alford,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey, 
Bond,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyr*,  Briggs,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun, 
Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carter,  George  Chambtrs, 
John  Chambers,  Chapman,  Childs,  N.  H.  Claiborne, 
John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Connor,  Cor- 
win,  Craig,  Crane,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  De- 
berry,  Denny,  Dromgoole,  Efner,  Elmore,  Evans,  Ev- 
erett, French,  Ghohon,  Glascock,  Graham,  Granger, 
dranlland,  Graves,  Grayson,  GrenneP,  GrifBn,  Haley, 

giland  Hal',  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Samuel  S. 
arrison,  Hawkins,  Hazeltine,  Hoar,  Hulsfy,  Holt, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  William 
.Jackson,  Janes,  Jar%is,  Jenifer,  Henry  Jihnson,  John 
W.  Jones,  Lane,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Thomas  Lee, 
Leonard,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon, 
Abijah  Mann,  Martin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May, 
McComas,  McKennan,  McKeon,  McLene,  Mercer,  Mil- 
ler, Milltgan,  Montgomery,  O^ens,  Page,  Parker,  Pat- 


ton,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Jamea  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Phil- 
lips, Pickens,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  John 
Reynolds,  Richardson,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Russell, 
Schenck,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Shinn,  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele, 
Storer,  Sutherland,  John  Thomson,  Waddy  Thompson, 
Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Ward  well, 
Webster,  Weeks,  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Thomas  T. 
Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Wise,  Yell,  Young^l44. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  he  rose,  aa  a  representative  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  to  appeal  to  his  colleague  to  with- 
draw his  motion,  to  allow  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts to  make  some  remarks  in  his  own  defence.  Is  a 
member  of  this  House  not  to  be  permitted^ 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  in  order  to  entertain  de- 
bate afler  the  previous  question  was  moved. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  inquired  if  it  was  not  in  order  to  make 
an  inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York? 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  he  had  conbidered  of  whst 
be  had  done,  and  he  could  not  withdraw  the  motion  he 
had  made. 

Mr.  REED  wished  to  know  how  the  present  resolu- 
tions got  before  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  explained  that  it  was  a  modification  of 
the  former  resolutions. 

Mr.  REED  made  a  point  that  the  resolution  before 
the  House  was  not  In  order,  because  other  resolutions 
and  amendments  were  pending. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  resolution  was  in  order, 
and  explained  that  the  amendments  had  been  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  wished  to  know 
if  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Rsxd]  had  ap- 
pealed from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  REED  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair, 
but,  after  a  few  explanations  between  him  and  the  Chair, 
he  withdrew  the  appeal. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  then  raised  a  point  of  order,  that,  be- 
cause the  first  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  being  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  shivery,  it 
ought  to  lie  on  the  table,  under  the  order  of  the  House 
of  the  18th  of  January  last. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of 
January  did  not  operate  on  this  resolution,  and  that  it 
was  in  order. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  BRIGGS  took  an  appeal  to 
the  House,  and  was  proceeding  to  debate  the  appeal, 
when 

The  CHAIR  informed  him  that  this  appeal  could  not 
be  debated,  inasmuch  as  the  previous  question  bad  been 
moved. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  then  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered {  but  withdrew  the  appeal  before  the  vote 
was  taken. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  made  a  point  of  order,  that  inas- 
much as  the  first  resolution  was  not  upon  the  subject 
then  pending  before  the  House,  namely,  the  question  of 
privilege,  it  could  not  be  entertained. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  resolution  was  in  or- 
der, and  stated  the  grounds  of  his  decision. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  from  this  deciaion,  and  was 
proceeding  to  make  some  remarks,  when 

.Mr.  G  HOLS  ON  called  him  to  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to 
submit  some  remarks. 

The  CHAIR  said  this  could  only  be  done  by  the  gen- 
eral consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  objected. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  for  the 
purpose  of  allowing  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Adam*]  to  address  the  House. 
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The  CHAIR  decided  this  motion  to  be  out  of  order, 
inasmuch  as  the  previous  question  bad  been  moved. 

Mr.  WISE  rose  to  inquire  whether  it  was  in  order  to 
modify  a  privileg^ed  question,  so  as  to  make  it  any  thing 
else  than  a  privileged  question. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  modification  of  the  resolution  at 
present  before  the  House  was  in  order. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  that  he  had  nothing  more  to  say 
on  this  subject. 

Mr.  HOWELL  wished  to  know  whether  these  reso- 
lutions did  not  eflfecl  a  change  of  the  rules  of  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  did  not  consider  that  Lhey  did. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second  (o  the 
previous  question,  when  it  appeared  that  the  previous 
question  was  not  seconded:  Teas  79,  nays  100. 

Mr.  WISE  then  said  he  wished  merely  to  remark 
that  he  hoped  the  House,  after  hearing,  as  they  ought  to 
hear,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adaks,] 
would  be  disposed  to  take  the  question  without  further 
debates  because  he  had  an  important  matter  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House  from  one  of  the  select  committees. 

Mr.  ADAMS  be|^an  by  observing  that  be  would  take 
up  as  little  of  the  time  of  the  House  as  was  possible  for 
him  to  do  on  this  important  subject.  The  first  question 
before  the  House  was  the  inquiry  addressed  by  himself 
to  the  Speaker  and  to  the  House.  On  this  inquiry,  no 
question  had  yet  been  taken.  He  (Mr.  A.)  was,  how- 
ever, extremely  anxious  that  the  question  should  be 
taken,  and  that  every  member  of  this  House  should  re- 
cord his  vote  on  this  important  proposition,  namely: 
**  Whether  the  House  shsU  refuse  to  receive  a  petition 
from  slaves,  under  any  circumstances  whatever."  When 
he  (Mr.  A.)  first  msde  this  proposition  as  a  matter  of 
inc|uiry  only,  and  when  the  Speaker  submitted  the  in- 
quiry to  the  House,  a  member  immediately  rose,  [itr. 
Hatvxs,]  and  said  that  he  did  not  know  how  to  meet  a 
proposition  of  this  kind.  He  [Mr.  Hatitbs]  thought  it 
was  not  deserving  attention;  that  to  receive  it  in  any 
shape  would  be  bestowing  upon  it  more  attention  than 
it  deserved.  If,  then,  the  question  did  not  deserve  at- 
tention, how  came  it  to  happen  that  the  House  had 
been  engaged  so  long  a  time  in  debating  upon  such  a 
question?  Why,  if  the  question  was  not  deserving  at- 
tention, have  gentlemen  professed  to  feel  so  deeply 
upon  it,  and  been  so  anxious  to  hring  me  to  the  bar  of 
the  House  to  receive  censure?  Why  was  not  an  inquiry 
of  so  little  importance  disposed  of  at  once?  If  the 
Speaker  had  objected  to  receiving  the  petition,  I  (said 
Mr.  A.)  should  not  have  presented  the  paper,  out  of  re- 
spect to  the  House,  though  I  know  that  it  is  a  question 
more  important  than  the  honorable  gentleman  [Mr. 
Hatvxs]  imagines.  Sir,  1  know  it  to  be  a  question  de- 
manding deep  attention  from  this  House,  from  this  na- 
tion, and  froitt  the  civilized  world-  I  said  (continued 
Mr.  A.)  that  I  was  willing  to  abide  by  the  conclusion 
the  House  might  think  proper  to  come  to  on  this  sub- 
ject, whatever  that  conclusion  might  be;  but  at  the 
same  time  I  confess  1  was  exceedingly  anxious  thst  this 
question,  in  the  abstract,  should  be  tsken  and  decided 
upon  by  the  House.  I  was  anxious  that  every  member 
of  this  House  should  record  his .  vote,  for  all  time  to 
come,  on  a  question  of  such  importance's  question 
which  opened  the  whole  subject  of  the  condition  of 
slaves  in  this  country — a  question  which  brought  into 
inquiry  the  whole  subject  of  the  power  and  privileges 
of  this  House,  and  of  the  freedom  of  speech  in  debate. 
These  sre  questions  of  vital  importance i  these  are  priv- 
ileges dear  to  some,  though  there  may  be  those  by 
whom  they  sre  not  valued.  I  had  hoped,  sir,  to  have 
received  an  answer  to  the  proposition  <*  if  a  petition  from 
slaves  would  be  received  by  the  House,"  because,  as  I 
have  stated,  the  answer  to  this  proposition  would  open 
the  whole  subject  relating  to  slavery,  and  the  whole 


question  relating  to  the  privilege  of  speech  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  The  answer  to  this  inquiry  involved 
all  this,  and  more  than  this. 

Amidst  the  prevailing  excitement,  and  amongihe  vari- 
ous speeches  which  the  numerous  resolutions  sgainst 
him  had  elicited,  he  (iMr.  A.)  had  heard  but  one  indi- 
vidual who  bad  undertaken  argumentatively  to  discuss 
the  question  which  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  propounded  to  the 
Speakert  and  tiiat  individual  was  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  FmxircH.]  That  honorable  gentleman, 
who  is  an  able  judicial  character,  has  trested  the  subject 
as  an  argument  before  a  court  of  lawi  but,  sir,  the  sub- 
ject demands  a  different  kind  of  argument.  What  was 
his  argument,  sir?  It  was  this:  that  if  you  abolish  sla« 
very,  you  take  away  a  part  of  the  representation  which 
the  constitution  has  guarantied  to  the  Southern  States. 
But,  I  ask,  has  thst  gentleman  established  any  connex- 
ion between  his  premises  and  his  conclusions?  What, 
sir?  If  slavery  were  abolished,  they  will  be  deprived 
of  the  right  of  representation,  and  therefore  the  House 
cannot  receive  petitions  from  slaves! 

[Mr.  FasvcH,  the  member  referred  to,  explained. 
He  (Mr.  F.)  did  not  affirm  that  slaves  were  entitled  to 
representatives,  if  thst  was  what  the  honorable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Adaks)  understood  him  to  ssy.] 

Mr.  Adams  resumed.  Has  he  taken  the  right  issue, 
sir?  Has  he  drawn  his  premises  and  his  conclusions  to 
a  closer  connexion?  What,  sir?  if  you  should  deprive 
the  South  of  its  representation,  what  then?  Is  that  any 
reason  to  assign  why  slaves  should  be  deprived  of  the 
opportunity  of  crying  for  mercy  to  this  House?  There 
is  no  connexion  between  the  two  things.  Sir,  he  has 
travelled  out  of  the  record  {  he  has  raiaed  a  totally  dif- 
ferent question  than  the  actual  question  which  U  alone 
before  this  House;  he  has  substituted  the  question  **  if 
slavery  should  be  aboliahed,"  in  place  of  the  question 
put  to  the  Spesker,  viz:  '*if  the  House  would  receive 
petitions  from  slavea  under  any  circumatances."  My 
colleague  [Mr.  Coshixo]  has,  more  forcibly  than  I  can 
do,  already  discussed  the  proposition  of  the  freedom  of 
petition.  He  has  shown  that  it  is  a  right  nut  derived 
from  the  constitution,  not  given  by  parchment,  but 
prior  to  the  constitution;  given,  by  the  God  of  Nature, 
to  everv  nun  when  he  created  him;  it  is  the  right  to  im- 
plore favor,  to  seek  for  mercy!  a  right  which  the 
framers  of  our  constitution  would  have  spurned  the 
very  idea  of  abridging  or  limiting,  or  restricting  to 
any  particular  color  or  cUss  of  men!  He  recognised 
this  r'ght*  as  belonging  to  all  men  in  the  constitution 
which  they  framed;  and,  in  that  constitution,  sir,  instead 
of  imaginmg  any  limits  to  this  right,  they  solemnly  de- 
clared, in  that  instrument,  that  it  should  not  be  abridged ! 
Yes,  sir,  that  it  should  not  be  limited — they  recognised 
no  limitation  of  any  kind  to  this  sacred  right.  It  if, 
sir,  a  right  belonging  to  every  human  creature,  wliicli 
does  not  depend  upon  the  condition  of  the  peiitiuner, 
and  which  cannot  be  denied  to  man  in  any  condition. 
This,  sir,  is  the  principle  involved  in  the  inquiry  put  by 
me  to  the  Chair — a  principle  mure  than  recognised  by 
the  constitution,  which  hss  declared  that  this  right  shall 
auffer  no  abridgment,  no  1  mitation  wba'ever!  If  you 
now  abolish  tiiis  principle,  this  first  and  humblest  right 
given  from  God  to  evtry  human  being,  a  limitation  will 
nest  be  put  to  the  right  of  petitioning,  in  the  fullest  ex- 
tent to  which  party  madness  might  hereafter  be  inclined 
to  carry  it.  If  the  House  shall  decide  tha^  the  paper  I 
possess  comes  under  the  order  of  the  House  of  the  18(h 
of  January,  I  will  present  the  petition,  and  in  doing  so 
shall  be  doing  my  duty — a  duty  of  the  highe&t  impor- 
tsnce  to  my  country,  to  humanity,  and  to  human  nature. 
What,  sir?  Will  you  put  the  right  of  petitioning,  of 
craving  for  help  and  mercy  and  protection,  on  the  foot- 
ing of  political  privileges?    It  is  an  idea  which  has  not 
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even  been  entertained  by  the  utmost  extreme  of  human 
deapotismt  no  despot,  of  any  ng^e  or  climey  has  ever  de- 
nied thia  bumble  privilefre  to  the  poorest  or  the  meanest 
of  human  creatures.  If  thia  House  decides  that  it  will 
not  receive  petitions  from  slaves,  under  any  circumstan- 
ces, it  will  cause  the  name  of  thia  country  to  be  enrolled 
amongf  the  first  of  barbarous  nations.  A  petition  ia 
supplication;  and  supplication  for  what?  For  relief  from 
those  who  have  the  power  to  i^ive  relief,  and  who  are 
placed  in  a  situation  to  attend  to  the  cry  of  distress. 
That  would  be  a  sad  day,  sir,  in  my  opinion,  when  a  vote 
should  paas  this  House  that  would  not  receive  a  petition 
from  slaves?  What  would  it  lead  to'  When  the  principle 
ia  once  begun  of  limiting  the  right  of  petition,  where 
would  it  stop?  Gentlemen  have  objected  to  the  petition 
immediately  preceding  that  which  I  presented,  because  it 
came  from  colored  people!  from  color!  That,  sir,  is  giv- 
ing color  to  an  idea  with  a  witness!*  The  honorable 
gentleman  makea  it  a  crime  because  I  presented  a  pe- 
tition which  he  affirms  to  be  from  colored  women, 
which  women  were  of  infamoua  character,  aa  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  aays^-prostitutea,  I  think  the  gentle- 
man said. 

[Mr.  PiTTOir  explained.  He  (Mr.  P.)  did  not  aay 
they  were  prostitutes;  the  objection  he  made  waa  that 
the  petition  came  from  free  mulattoes  in  the  South;  he 
did  not  object  on  the  ground  of  opposition  to  the  right 
of  petition,  but  because  he  (Mr.  P.)  considered  that  the 
House  ought  to  refuse  to  open  its  doors  to  applications 
from  the  Southern  slaves.  As  to  the  infamous  character 
of  the  women  in  ques'ion,  he  mentioned  that,  nofaa  if 
he  deemed  it  a  reason  for  refusing  the  right  to  petition, 
but  because  he  wished  to  wipe  away  the  stain  fn  m  the 
ladiea  of  Fredricksburg,  aa  these  women  had  been  call- 
ed *«  hdica  of  Fredericksburg"  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, [Mr.  Adahs  ]  He  (Mr.  P.)  was  sure  that  no  la- 
dies frwm  Fredericksburg  had  aent  such  a  petition  to 
thia  House.] 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  He  (Mr.  A.)  waa  not  certain 
that  he  called  them -ladies,  or  whether  the  petition  itself 
had  not  stated  that  they  were  ladies.  Whenever  he 
presented  pethions  from  ladiea,  he  was  not  in  the  habit 
of  using  that  term  for  their  designation;  the  word  **  wo- 
man" was  an  eipresaion  much  dearer  to  hia  heart  than 
that  of  "lady."  But  to  return  to  the  idea  he  was  about 
to  enforce.  He  (Mr.  A.)  thought  the  honorable 
gentleman  hud  said  that  they  were  infamous;  but  the 
proposition  which  he  would  ever  maintain  was  that 
the  sacred  right  of  petition,  of  begging  for  mercy,  as  it 
did  not  depend  upon  condition,  so  also  it  did  not  de- 
pend upon  character;  it  was  a  rifrht  which  could  not  be 
denied  to  the  poorest,  the  humblest,  and  the  most 
wretched;  and,  moreover,  it  was  a  right  which  could 
not  be  refusrd  to  the  most  vile,  the  mo;it  abandoned,  or 
most  infamous.  He  (Mr.  A.)  did  not,  however,  know 
that  they  were  in  the  present  case  infamous,  but  he 
thought  that  was  the  word  used  in  debate  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  [Mr.  Pattout,]  and  that  it  was  so  re- 
ported in  the  National  Intelligencer. 

[Mr.  Pattos  again  explained.  He  (Mr.  P.)  had  not 
said  that  he  knew  those  women.] 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  He  was  glad  to  hear  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  disclaim  any  knowledge  of  them;/or  he 
had  been  going  to  ask,  if  they  were  iirfamous  women, 
then  who  was  it  that  had  made  them  infamous?  Not, 
he  believed,  their  own  color,  but  their  masters;  and  he 
had  heard  it  said,  in  proof  of  this  fact,  and  lie  was  in- 
clined to  believe  it  was  the  case,  that  there  existed  great 
resemblances  in  the  South  between  the  progeny  of  the 
col<  red  people  and  the  white  men  who  claimed  the 

*One  of  the  t^solutions  presented  to  the  House 
charges  Mr.  Adams  w;thgivii*g  color  to  the  idea,  &c. 


possession  of  them.  Thus,  perhaps,  the  charge  of  be- 
ing infamous  might  be  retorted  upon  those  who  made 
it,  as  originating  from  themselves. 

[Great  agitation  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Glascock  here  interposed,  and  produced  from 
the  Clerk's  table  the  original  petition  referred  lo,  and 
aaid  that  it  bore  on  its  back  an  endorsement  in  Mr.  Ad- 
ams's hand,  **from  nine  ladiea  of  Fredericksburg." 
Cries  of  order!  order!] 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  He  (Mr.  A.)  would  observe 
that  he  did  not  know  they  were  colored  people;  wheth- 
er they  were  called  ladies  or  women  was  very  indiffer- 
ent; the  term  «•  woman"  was  enough  for  him.  But  (ob- 
served Mr.  A.)  if  you  once  admit  the  principle  that  the 
right  of  petition  ia  limited,  and  will  not  apply  to  slaves^ 
the  next  thing  will  be  to  limit  it  still  further,  by  extending 
the  limitation  to  free  colored  people;  and,  after  this,  the 
n«  xt  limitation  will  be  to  the  question  of  the  character 
of  the  petitioners;  then  the  next  limitation  will  be  to  in- 
quire on  what  aide  of  political  parties  are  the  petitioners; 
and  then,  sir,  from  one  side  all  petitiona  will  be  perfect- 
ly good  and  receivable,  but  on  the  other  side  all  the  pe- 
titions will  be  from  people  of  bad  character,  according 
to  the  representations  or  any  member  who  may  aay  he 
does  not  know  who  they  are;  they  will  be  all  infamou?, 
air,  who  are  on  the  wrong  side.  This  will  be  the  caae. 
To  this  state  will  things  come  if  the  right  of  petition 
shall  be  limited  by  peculiar  distinctions,  and  shall  be 
made  to  rest  on  such  grounds  as  these  which  have  been 
relied  upon  in  this  debate. 

Another  gentleman  [Mr.  Robsbtsoh]  has  taken  an- 
other ground.  He  aays  the  right  of  petition  is  not  to  be 
admitted,  except  when  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  party 
petitioned  to  grant  the  object  prayed  for.  There  is 
aome  plausibility  here;  the  expediency  of  petitioning 
those  who  have  not  the  power  to  grant  the  petition 
n^t^T^t,  perhaps,  be  made  a  queation;  but  the  right  itself 
is  not  affected.  The  absence  of  power  on  the  one  side 
does  not  involve  the  deprivation  of  a  right  on  the  other 
aide;  incompetency  in  one  man  does  not  involve  the  de« 
privation  of  hia  rights  to  another  roan;  take  away  the 
party  petitioned,  the  party  offering  the  petition  remains 
with  all  ita  rights  unimpaired.  Where,  then,  is  the  objec- 
tion* Besides,  the  power  to  grant  a  petition  might  be 
made  one  of  the  most  mooted  questions  in  the  world. 
If  the  right  of  presenting  a  petition  or  of  not  presenting 
is  made  to  depend  upon  the  question  of  power,  then  it  may 
be  shown,  by  the  opinions  of  slaveholders  themselves^ 
that  Congress  haa  the  power;  and,  consequently,  accord- 
ing to  the  gentleman'a  own  argument,  the  right  of  peti« 
tion  is  also  pfissessed  on  the  other  side.  The  opinion 
that  Congress  had  the  right  to  aboliah  alavery  In  the 
District  of  Columbia  wss  entertained  by  the  great  ma- 
jority of  Southern  gentlemen  themselves  only  a  few 
years  ago;  now,  howt-ver,  not  many  can  be  found  who 
would  venture  to  acknowledge  such  an  opinion.  Some, 
indeed,  there  are,  who  have  that  magnanimity,  thougii 
I  know  not  what  it  may  cost  them  for  expreaaing  their 
opinions.  I  appeal  to  the  records  of  this  House,  which 
will  show  that,  on  the  queation  of  its  power  to  abolikli 
slavery  in  the  District,  a  great  majority  of  this  House 
will  be  found  to  have  been  in  its  favor;  the  Houae  has 
been,  heretofore,  almost  unanim')iis  on  the  subject.  The 
honorable  gentleman  [Mr.  Robkrtsjv]  thinks  that  Con- 
gress has  no  such  power;  and  that  therefore,  on  thia  ac« 
coun%  the  petitiona  ought  not  to  be  received.  The 
ground  he  [Mr.  RoBEnTsoK]  takes  is  this:  that  the  peti- 
tioner has  no  right  to  petition,  because  Congresa  baa  m> 
power  to  grant !  Let  us  concede  the  premises,  then  it  is 
clear  that  the  whole  right  of  petition  is  rendered  a  nullity; 
it  is  reduced  to  nothing;  it  is  annihilated;  for,  let  but  a 
majority  only  please  to  assert  the  absence  of  power  on 
any  question  not  agreeable  to  them  to  entertain,  and 
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(tocordinff  to  the  argument)  the  riKht  of  petition 
to  exists  because  of  the  alleged  absence  of  power! 

Af  to  the  character  of  petitioners,  I  wish  it  was  in  my 
power  to  elucidate  the  proposition  which  I  mainlaini 
Mid  which  is»  that  the  right  of  petition  does  not  depend 
upon  any  moral  qualifications.  But  I  shall  not  now, 
air,  urge  any  arguments  to  illustrate  this  proposition. 
Gentlemen,  indeed,  have  desired  to  found  the  right  of 
petition  on  moral  cbaracter{  but  I  shall  show  that  it  can- 
not be  limited. 

I  would  take  the  resolutions  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
nan  from  Virginia,  [Vlr.  Pattov,]  which  the  Speaker 
has  decided  to  be  the  subject  befure  the  House,  instead 
of  the  abstract  proposition  put  by  myself  to  the  Chairi 
though  that  proposition,  sir,  was  the  real  question  be- 
fore the  Houset  and  it  was  this:  *<  Whether  the  pwper  I 
held  in  my  hand  came  under  the  rule  of  the  18ih  of 
January.'*  Now,  sir.  In  the  course  of  the  arguments 
which  I  have  heard  on  this  subject,  (or,  I  should .  say, 
debates,  rather  than  arguments,)  the  attention  of  the 
House  has  been  diverted  into  different  channels,  and 
the  mibject-matter  of  debate  has  been  chanf^ed  from  my 
question  fint  propounded  to  the  Chair,  to  other  and  dif- 
ferent questions,  alm^ist  without  number,  and  all  of 
them,  sir,  relating  to  me,  all  their  object  being,  to  the 
▼ery  Ust,  down  to  this  final  resolution,  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  y»r|Cinia,  [\fr.  PATTOvt]  I  say,  sir, 
the  object  of  them  all  has  been  to  p»ss  censure  upon 
me.  Yes,  sir,  to  pass  censure,  either  direct  or  implieil, 
upon  myself,  for  having  uked  a  simple  question  of  the 
Speaker! 

I  do  not  propose,  sir,  to  go  through  all  the  speeches 
which  fell  upon  me  so  thickly,  which  eamedown,  poun- 
dng  upon  roe  like  so  many  eagles  upon  a  dove,  calling 
me  infamous,  with  other  harsh  expressionAi  nay,  from 
one  quarter  of  the  House  1  heard  cries  *' Expel  bim! 
Expel  him!"  However,  sir,  I  will  lay  all  this  aside. 
First  came  a  resolution  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgis, 
[Mr.  Hatmss;]  that  was  succeeded  by  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  ftom  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Tbommovi] 
then  came  a  modification  by  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  Liwi8,]^all  of  them,  sir,  reminding  me  of 
what  Dame  Quickly  says:  *'Ohl  day  and  night,  but 
Iheae  are  bitter  words."  Ten,  sir,  they  all  contained 
very  bitter  words  against  met  bus  unfortunately,  in  the 
tnicUt  of  all  the  joy  and  hopes  of  certain  triumph,  when 
the  gentlemen  were  quite  sure  of  at  least  two  thirds  of 
the  votes  of  this  House  against  me,  I  was  obliged  to  ask 
that,  if  brought  as  a  culprit  to  the  bar,  to  receive  cen- 
sure as  a  criminal,  the  gentlemen  would  first  amend 
the'u*  resolution  a  little,  because  it  was  contrary  to  facts. 
Well,  sir,  they  took  advantsge  of  my  suggestion,  and 
whisk  came  another  resolution,  as  bitter  as  the  first, 
charging  me  as  guilty  of  a  gross  contempt  of  the  Housei 
then  came  a  second  resolution,  bringing  roe  in  guilty  of 
trifling  with  the  House,  because,  as  it  was  presumed,  I 
suffered  the  House  to  believe  the  fucts  to  be  truet  and 
so,  sir,  I  was  to  be  brought  to  the  bsr  of  the  House  for 
letting  the  House  believe  what  they  had  not  the  slight- 
eat  right  to  believe!  1  was  to  be  found  guilty,  sir,  for 
permiiting  the  House  to  believe  as  true  a  thmg  which 
there  had  not  been  one  word  uttered  by  me  authorising 
them  even  to  infer,  much  less  to  believe.  Another  res- 
olution was  then  discussed,  but  it  had  not  been  long  be- 
fore the  House,  when  it  was  found  that  it  would  not  dot 
and  then  came  a  fresh  resolution t  at  last,  after  all,  came 
the  proposition  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Daoxeooii,]  of  which  I  shall  not  speak 
much,  though  it  might,  perhaps,  have  been  mMde  a 
theme  for  merriment  to  the  House t  for  it  was  charged 
upon  me  by  this  resolution  that  1  had  given  color  to  an 
ideal  to  this  resolution  an  amendment  was  proposed^ 
which  was  immediately  seconded  by  the  gentleman  from 


Alabama,  [Mr.  Ltwiat]  and  this  also  was  a  motion  cen- 
suring me  forgiving  color  to  an  ideai  then,  immediately 
after,  as  nothing  yet  would  answer  the  purpose,  whisk 
came  another  resoldtion,  changing  the  whole  ground, 
and  censuring  me,  not  for  what  f  had  done,  but  lor  what 
I  hail  not  done;  because,  forsooth,  I  had  given  color  to 
an  idea.  But  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Evavs] 
has  anticipated  me  inmost  of  the  observations  I  pro- 
posed to  make  on  this  charge,  and  I  ahall  say  oo  more 
on  that  subject. 

I  did  not  get  up  soon  enough  to  aet  all  these  gentle- 
men right,  to  show  them  the  best  way  to  censure  me, 
snd  prevent  them  from  rtinning  wild  in  the  manner  they 
had  done,  bringing  forward  resolutions  in  such  rapid 
succession,  but  all  of  them,  unfortunately  for  the  movers, 
contrary  to  facts.  I  beg  the  honorable  gentlemen 
[Messrs.  Lawis  and  Tboxmoii]  to  remember  that  when 
I  say  there  was  not  one  word  of  truth  in  this  last  resolu- 
tion of  theirs,  I  do  not  intend  to  impeach  their  veracity  i 
there  are  no  two  men  in  whom  I  would  place  more  con-  ' 
fidence,  so  far  as  to  confide  to  them  all  that  I  pnasesat 
but  I  say  that,  in  offering  this  resolution  to  the  House, 
iiiflictiiig  censure  upon  one  who  has  never.  In  all  bia 
parliamentary  career,  given  offence  to  them,  they  went 
a  little  beyond  the  bounds  of  that  course  of  conduct 
which  is  due  from  one  gentlemsn  of  this  House  to  an- 
othert  and  I  would  only  give  them  one  word  of  fi  iendly 
admonition,  that,  when  in  future  they  may  wish  to  cen- 
sure me,  they  would  first  be  careful  to  pay  more  atten- 
tion to  facts. 

[Mr.  Lbwis  explained.  He  (Mr.  L.)  had  risen  In 
his  place  and  inquired  what  was  the  character  of  the 
petition!  this  was  full  two  hours  before  he  had  any  idea 
that  it  was  not  a  petition  for  abolition.] 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  He  (Mr.  A.)  was  extremely 
glad  to  admit  the  explanation,  and  he  hoped  the  gentle- 
men would  not  feel  it  unkind  when  he  only  gave  them 
his  advices-advice  from  an  old  man  addressed  to  those 
who  were  yet  youngt  and  that  advice  was,  that  when  in 
future  they  charged  others  with  crimes,  first  to  be  quite 
sure  of  their  facts.  But  he  would  now  call  for  another 
esplanation  from  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  TnoMFSoiri]  and,  if  that  gentleman  and  the  House 
would  permit  him,  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  read  from  the 
National  Intelligencer  the  report  of  what  he  had  said  in 
the  House,  and  would  beg  to  ask  that  gentleman  [%lr. 
Taoxpsov]  if  the  sentiments  as  here  reported  are  really 
the  expression  of  his  own  deliberate  and  reflected 
opinion. 

••  Does  the  gentleman,  even  in  the  latitude  which  he 
gives  to  the  right  of  petition,  think  th»t  it  includes 
slaves?  If  he  does  not,  he  has  wilfully  violated  the  rules 
of  the  House  and  the  feelings  of  its  members.  Does  that 
gentleman  know  that  there  are  laws  in  all  the  slave 
States,  and  here,  for  the  punishment  of  those  who  excite 
insurrection^  I  can  tell  him  that  there  are  such  things 
as  grsnd  juriest  and  if,  sir,  the  juries  of  this  District 
have,  as  I  doubt  not  they  have,  proper  intelligence  and 
spirit,  be  may  yet  be  made  amenable  to  another  tribunal, 
and  we  may  yet  see  an  incendiary  brought  to  condign 
punishment." 

[Mr.  Tboxpsov  explained.  He  (Mr.  T.)  would  state 
(0  the  House  that  he  bud  thought  there  was  not  one  hu- 
man being  living  who  entertained  the  opinion  that  slaves 
had  any  right  to  petition,  under  any  circumstances. 
When  he  (Mr.  T.)  first  heard  the  genikman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Ahaks,]  it  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  T.) 
that  the  gentleman  hnd  acted  wilfully,  until  he  after- 
wards beard  him  stste  differently.  As  to  the  other  por- 
tion of  the  report,  he  (Mr.  T.)  had  thought  at  the  time 
it  was  a  petition  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  which  had 
been  presented,  on  which  account  he  had  characterized 
it  as  he  had  done  in  the  report.    He  (Mr.  T.)  spoke  as 
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•  liwyer,  and  would  obsenre  that  such  ii  the  law  in 
SoQth  Carolina  ] 

Mr.  Adavs  resamed.  There,  sir,  stands  the  senti- 
ment; there  is  the  written  record,  in  which  the  gentle- 
man has  threatened  me  with  an  indictment  before  the 
grand  jury  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  a  felon  and  an 
incendiary,  for  words  spoken  in  this  House!  And  now 
the  gentleman  [Mr.  Thoxpsov,  of  South  Carolina]  has 
again  avowed  the  sentiment,  and  declares  that,  if  the  pe- 
tition had  been  such  as  he  imagined,  he  would  still  not 
only  call  me  to  the  bsr  of  this  House,  to  be  reprimanded 
by  the  Speaker*  but,  in  addition  to  this,  he  would  in- 
voke the  venj^eance  of  a  grand  jury  upon  my  head!  Tea, 
sir,  he  [Mr.  Thoxpsoh]  would  make  a  member  of  this 
House  amenable  to  a  grand  jury !  Such  being  the  case,  sir, 
I  would  beg  to  invite  that  gentleman,  when  he  goes  home, 
to  study  a  little  the  first  principles  of  civil  liberty.  As 
that  gentleman  appears  here  the  representative  of  slave- 
holders, I  should  like  to  know,  sir,  how  many  others 
there  are,  if  any,  who  are  prepared  to  endorse  his  sen- 
timents, ff  this  House,  sir,  \b  come  to  this  point;  if  a 
member  of  Cong^sa,  in  presenting  a  petition,  let  it  be 
for  whatever  object  it  may,  is  amenable,  not  to  this 
House,  sir,  but  to  the  grand  jury  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; if  this  is  the  opinion  of  the  slaveholding  gentle- 
men, let  it  go  before  the  nation;  let  the  people  know 
who  they  are  who  have  uttered  auch  a  sentiment,  and 
made  such  an  avowal! 

[Mr.  Wiaa  rose  and  said  be  would  not  endorse  that 
sentiment;  if  he  (Mr.  W.)  thought  that  the  members  of 
the  legislative  branch  were  responsible  to  any  tribunal, 
that  of  the  grand  and  petit  juries  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia would  be  the  last  in  the  world  he  would  wish  to 
see  this  House  (which  represented  the  sovereign  people 
of  America)  responsible  to«  This  little  tribunal  of  the 
District,  to  which  it  was  proposed  to  subject  the  Ameri- 
can people,  in  the  persons  of  their  representativea,  was 
notoriously  under  the  dictstion  and  authority  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, who  already  dictated  both  to  the  Senate  and  to 
this  House.] 

Mr.  Adams,  in  continuation,  replied.  If  the  law  of 
South  Carolina  is  a  good  argument  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Thoxpsov,]  and  If  a  member  of  that 
Legislature  is  made  amenable  for  worda  spoken  in  de- 
bate, not  only  to  the  Legialature,  but  also  to  the  grand 
and  petit  juries— if  that,  sir,  is  the  law  of  South  Carolina, 
1  thank  God  I  am  not  a  citizen  of  South  Carolina! 
[Great  agitation.] 

In  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  where  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons  is  subject  to  be  approved  of 
by  the  King  before  hia  election  ia  confirmed,  even  there, 
sir,  the  first  thing  the  Speaker  addresses  to  the  Kin^, 
after  his  election,  is  a  demand  of  freedom  of  speech  in 
the  House;  and  the  King  never  sends  him,  sir,  to  the 
grand  or  petit  jury,  to  know  how  far  the  House  is  under 
liability  fur  words  spoken  in  debate.  Such  a  sentiment, 
sir,  uttered  in  this  House,  such  a  threat  held  out  to  the 
representatives  of  this  nation,  when  it  shall  come  before 
the  world  in  the  report  of  this  debate,  cannot  fail  to  ex- 
cite contempt  and  amazement;  and  it  will  be  a  matter  of 
no  less  surprise  that,  when  utterance  was  given  to  such  a 
sentiment,  it  was  not  immediately  rebuked  by  the  Speak- 
er. If,  sir,  a  resolution  of  censure  was  ever  called  for, 
I  know  not  what  could  more  imperatively  demand  it  than 
such  a  declaration  made  in  this  House.  I  know  not 
what  it  could  be  possible  to  utter  more  proper  to  sub- 
ject any  member  to  be  called  to  answer  for  as  a  gross 
contempt  upon  this  Houte!  What,  sir!  We,  the  repre* 
sentatives  of  the  nation,  are  all  of  us  subject  to  the  grand 
jury  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  words  here  spoken? 
We  from  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States  are  liable,  sir, 
to  be  indicted  as  felons  and  incendiaries  for  presenting 
petitions  not  exactly  agreeable  to  some  members  from 


the  Souths  Is  that  the  tenure  on  which  we  hold  our 
seats?  If  it  is,  I  wish  the  House  may  pass  the  resolution 
that  whoever  hereafter  proposes  to  hand  up  a  petition 
from  slaves  is  an  enemy  to  the  Union.  If  this,  sir,  is  the 
condition  of  this  House,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Wisx]  has  anticipated  me  in  what  I  was  going  to 
say:  if  a  grand  jury,  to  which  the  gentleman  [Mr. 
Thoxpsoit]  proposes  to  make  me  amenable  for  thinga 
done  in  this  House,  constituted  as  In  the  nature  of  thing! 
a  grand  jury  will  be  in  this  District— if  they  are  to  he 
the  avengers  of  words  spoken  in  this  House,  it  will  not 
be  long  before  the  gentleman  himself  will  have  to  an- 
awer  before  a  grand  jury  as  an  incendiiry  for  things  said 
not  pleasing  to  the  Executive!  Let  that  gentlem»n,  let 
eveiy  member,  ask  his  own  heart,  with  what  confidence, 
with  what  peaceful  ease,  with  what  freedom,  with  what 
firmnras,  would  be  be  able  to  give  utterance  to  his  real 
aentiments  and  opinions,  if  he  felt,  as  he  was  speaking, 
that  for  every  word,  for  every  proposition,  relating  to 
human  freedom,  he  was  liable  to  be  brought  up  for  pun- 
ishment ss  a  felon  before  a  grand  jury  of  the  Diatrict  of 
G*«lumbia?  A  jury,  sir,  of  twelve  men,  appointed  by  a 
marshal,  holding  his  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Presi- 
dent! And  this  jury  is  to  be  the  supreme  judge  of  the 
sovereign  American  people,  in  the  persons  of  their  rep* 
resentaiives! 

I  have  dwelt,  sir,  so  long  upon  this  topic  that,  in 
order  to  spare  the  time  of  tlie  House;  I  shall  endeavor 
to  abridge  what  remains  for  me  to  say.  I  do  not  know 
but  that  I  should  be  willing  to  take  the  question  on  the 
whole  propoaition  censuring  me,  without  even  saying 
one  word  in  my  own  defence,  leaving  it  entirely  to  the 
gtiod  aense  and  to  the  justice  of  the  House.  But  it  is 
not  possible  for  me  to  pass  over  in  silence  the  sentiment 
to  which  the  honorable  gentleman  [Mr.  Tboxpsoh]  gave 
utterance,  and  which  waa  not,  as  it  ought  to  have  been, 
immediately  put  down  by  the  Speaker.  Sir,  I  do  not 
even  yet  know  what  ia  the  answer  of  the  House  to  the 
question  propounded  by  myself;  no  question  his  been 
taken  upon  it;  it  does  not  yet  appear  what  portion  of 
the  South  assents  to  the  doctrine  of  the  gentlemsn  from 
South  Ctirolina,  [Mr.  Thoxpsoit.]  It  is  not  my  desire, 
sir,  to  urge  this  point  further  than  an  imperative  sense 
of  what  is  my  duty  requires  me  to  do,  and,  on  this  ac- 
count, I  repeat,  I  cannot  paas  it  over  in  silence.  If,  when 
the  gentleman,  [Mr.  Tboxpsov,]  instead  of  coming  at 
once  to  a  solution  of  thai  question,  brought  forward  hit 
resolution  of  censure  against  me-*sir,  if  he  thought  to 
frighten  me  from  my  purpose— if  that,  air,  waa  his  ob- 
ject, he  miatook  his  man!  f  am  not  to  be  intimidated 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Thoxpsok,] 
nor  by  all  the  grand  juries  in  the  universe.  The  right  by 
which  every  member  of  this  House  holds  his  seat  here 
is  of  the  deepest  and  utmost  importance  to  the  whole 
nation;  and  I  trust  this  debate  will  be  read  by  every  por- 
tion of  the  country,  and  that,  among  other  astonishing 
things  in  this  debate,  the  astonishing  threat  of  the  gen- 
tleman will  not  be  unnoticed.  We  have  heard,  sir,  of 
the  great  auperiority  of  Ang1f)-8axon  blood.  What,  sir! 
is  there  a  drop  of  that  blood  flowing  in  the  veins  of  any 
man  who  will  aubscribe  to  such  a  political  doctrine  as  thiaf 
How  little  does  soch  a  person  understand  of  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  freedom  in  relation  to  the  powers  of  a  legtalative 
assembly !  I  would  ask  every  member  of  this  House, 
what  would  have  been  the  issue  if,  in  the  British  House 
of  Commons,  to  which  I  have  already  alluded,  one  mem- 
ber of  Parliament  should  tell  another  member  that,  for 
what  he  had  said  or  done  in  Parliament,  he  should  be 
made  amenable  to  the  grand  jury  of  the  city  of  Westmin- 
ster? Sir,  it  would  be  too  ridiculous  for  indignation;  it 
would  excite  one  universal  about  of  laughter;  it  would 
from  thenceforth  render  bin  who  had  uttered  the  men- 
ace, 
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"  Sacred  to  ridicule  his  whole  life  long, 
And  the  sad  burden  of  some  merry  song.'* 

It  is  not  possible  fur  me  to  make  my  defence  in  any 
system  or  order.  All  that  I  say  is  unavoidably  desul- 
tory, and  I  cannot  find  ho  jit  to  arrange  a  reply  to  charges 
made  in  such  Tariely  and  disorder.  When  I  take  up 
one  idea,  before  I  can  give  color  to  the  idea,  it  has  al- 
ready changed  its  form,  and  presents  itself  for  consider- 
ation under  other  colors.  The  attack  upon  myself  has 
a«umed  so  many  forms  that  I  can  compare  it  to  nothing 
so  well  as  to  an  actor  on  the  stsg^,  who  changes  his 
dresses  and  makes  his  appearance  so  frequently  in  dif- 
ferent guise^  that  no  one  can  tell  that  it  is  the  same 
actor.  Just  so  are  all  the  resolutions,  variable  and 
changing,  which  charge  me  with  giving  color  to  an  idea. 
If  I  were  to  plead  gulty,  what  is  the  ofTrnce^  Am  1  to 
be  found  guilty  for  -giving  color  to  an  idea.'  Or,  if  I 
would  defend  myself,  what  excuse  can  be  alleged* 
What  defence  can  be  made  sgainst  this  new  crime  of 
giving  color  to  ideas .^  I  am  not.  able,  therefore,  to  act 
«s  if  1  knew  what  waa  the  cause  which  existed  for  pass- 
ing censure  upon  me.  But,  I  beg  to  say,  1  should  deem 
it  to  be  the  heaviest  calamity  which  has  ever  befallen 
ine  in  the  course  of  a  life  chequered  with  many  vicissi- 
tudes, if  a  vote  of  censure  from  this  douse  should  pass 
upon  my  name,  or  upon  any  action  of  mine  in  thia 
House.  Yes,  s'r,  I  profess  and  avow  that,  in  the  whole 
course  of  my  life,  this  would  be  what  I  should  regard 
the  heaviest  of  all  calamities  which  had  befallen  me! 
And  now,  when  I  thus  sptak,  am  I  treating  with  con- 
tempt this  House  f  Have  I  ever  done  so?  Has  not  the 
honor  of  this  House  been  among  the  first  and  dearest  sen- 
timents of  my  heart?  I  have  reverenced  this  House  as 
the  representatives  of  the  whole  people  of  this  Union. 
1  have  further  felt  that  sentiment  which  is  called  the 
espril  de  corps.  1  appeal  to  this  House  if  1  have  not 
been  the  first  to  come  forward  ind  defend  its  honor  and 
dignity  on  more  than  one  occasion.  When  members  of 
this  House,  in  the  habit  of  voting  differently  from  my- 
self, were  charged  with  liability  to  bribery,  when  it  was 
siid  of  them  (and  that  by  one  to  whom  they  are  most 
devoted)  that  they  would  have  been  bribed,  I,  sir,  was 
the  first  to  vindicate  the  honor  and  integrity  of  the 
House,  and  to  repel  the  foul  accusation!  Again,  when 
other  charges  were  made  against  the  honor  of  this 
House,  (from  what  quarter  1  will  not  say,)  was  I  found 
backward  in  supporting  its  character?  Are  these  in- 
stances of  contempt?  And  now  am  I  to  be  brought  to 
the  bjr  for  a  contempt  of  this  House,  for  doing  that 
which  was  done  in  the  most  respectful  manner  which  it 
was  possible  to  devise?  For  asking  a  question  of  the 
Speaker;  consulting  him  first  upon  the  admissibility  of 
a  petition  by  the  rules  of  the  House?  If  1  am  deserving 
censure  for  making  this  inquiry  of  the  Speaker,  your 
Speaker,  who  made  the  inquiry  of  the  House,  is  much 
more  deserving  of  censure.  But  if  a  majority  of  this 
House  shall  be  found  to  pass  censure  ou  me,  be  it  80{ 
and  if  I  have  an  enemy,  let  him  know  that  he  has  tri- 
umphed; for  a  worse  calamity  could  not  befall  me  on 
earth. 

My  first  objection  to  the  resolution  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Pattof]  is,  that  it  does 
not  meet  and  answer  my  qutstiun.  It  does  not  say,  if 
the  House  will  receive  a  petition  from  slaves,  or  if  it  will 
iiol;  that  question,  the  original  question,  and  Uie  one 
still,  as  I  think,  before  the  House,  is  not  met;  we  are 
left  io  the  dark  whether  it  is  proper  or  not;  no  one 
knows.  But  suppose  it  is  proper,  where  then  is  the  of- 
fence in  asking  if  it  be  proper?  And  suppose  the  Hnuse 
decide  that  it  »  improper,  where  then  is  the  offence  in 
ascertaining,  in  asking  merely,  what  is  the  disposition 
of  the  House?  Let  this  question  be  brought  to  a  vole; 
I  wiah  to  record  my  vote  on  this  subject;  1  consider  it 
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among  my  most  imperious  duties  to  do  so;  the  liberty  of 
every  member  of  Congress  depends  upon  the  question; 
and  kt  me  &ay,  if  the  House  has  any  respect  for  itself,  it 
will  never  pass  such  a  vote  as  this,  namely,  that  the 
House  will  refuse  to  receive  a  petition  from  slaves. 

The  next  objection  which  I  have  to  stste  against  the 
reyolulion  of  censure  is  this:  instead  of  answering  the 
question  put  by  me  to  the  Chair,  it  turns  upon  the  man;  it 
runs  away  from  the  question,  and  fixes'  upon  sn  ideal 
man,  on  **  whosoever  hereafter  shall  propose  to  present 
a  petition  from  slaves,*'  he,  the  ideal  man,  <he  future  ex- 
istence, *<  is  an  enemy  to  the  Union."  What  is  all  that, 
sir,  but  the  same  in  substance  as  the  intimidation  which 
was  made  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
TnoMPsov,]  that  whoever  presented  such  a  petition 
should  be  brought  before  the  grand  jury  as  incendiaries? 
It  is  a  declaration,  it  is  a  menace,  a  threat,  that  any 
member  who  shall  hereafter  present  a  petition  from  per- 
sons held  in  slavery,  be  the  object  of  the  petition  ever 
so  reasonable,  shall  be  amenable  to  punishment;  it  is  a 
threat,  a  menace,  a  terrifying  limitation  to  the  fret  dom 
of  speech  and  action  in  this  House.  If  the  vote  pass,  I, 
sir,  shall  submit,  and  will  not  present  the  petition;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  I  shall  think  that  it  is  a  roost  dis^rrace- 
ful  resolution,  surrendering  up  at  once  the  rights  of 
every  msn  in  this  House.  What  member  of  Congress, 
sir,  who  thinks  as  I  do,  and  who  m'tght  present  petitions 
from  slaves,  founded  on  just  and  reasonable  grounds, 
would  feel  himself  a  free  ag^ent  in  tliis  House?  Not  only 
he  is  interdicted  from  presenting  such  a  petition,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  his  freedom  of  action  is  placed  under 
limitation  in  this  House.  By  such  a  step  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  liberty  and  independence  is  surrendered,  is 
abandoned!  If,  by  this  resolution,  you  decide  thnt  a  man 
is  infiimous  for  making  a  proposition  in  this  House, 
which  in  itself  is  not  unreasonable,  but  which  gives  of- 
fence only  because  it  comes  from  a  human  being  who  is 
in  a  state  of  slavery —if  you  do  this,  when  once  you 
have  taken  this  step,  you  may  next  expect  resolutions 
declaring  a  member  in  the  minority  infamous  for  dis- 
pleas'ng  the  majority. 

In  reference  to  the  second  resolution,  I  not  only  do 
not  assent  to  it,  but  I  ask  as  a  rii^ht  of  the  House  not  to 
pass  it.  It  is  only  a  substitute  for  all  the  other  n  so'u- 
tions  of  a  stronger  character,  which  appeared  and  dis- 
appeared, one  after  the  other;  all  of  them,  however, 
calling  me  to  the  bar  to  answer,  as  if  guilty  of  contempt 
towards  the  House.  This  resolution,  however,  goes  upon 
the  grourid  that  I  submit,  that  I  plead  guilty;  and  there- 
fore, out  of  pure  kindness,  as  I  hiive  acknowledged  the 
offence,  there  is  no  necessity  of  further  action  in  refer- 
ence to  mp;  it  presumes  that  1  have  made  concessions 
which  I  have  not  made,  and  that  but  for  such  supposed 
concessions,  I  ought  to  have  been  punished  for  doing 
my  duty  in  this  H'use!  If  such  a  resolution  as  this  were 
to  pav,  it  would  be  said  tha%  upon  the  most  important 
question  that  ever  came  before  the  Ilnuse  since  its  first 
origin,  I  had  received  a  pardon  from  the  House — that 
the  House  had  forgiven  me.  Forgriven  me,  sir?  What 
for?  For  any  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  House?  Was 
it  a  violation  of  the  rules  to  ask  the  Speaker  if  a  paper 
not  presented  came  under  the  rules,  and  so  might  be 
presented?  Was  that  a  violation  of  the  rules  of  the 
House?  But  suppose  for  a  moment  that  it  was  a  viola- 
lion  of  any  rule  to  ask  a  question  of  the  Speaker,  what 
was  the  duty  of  the  Speaker?  Ought  he  not  to  hsve 
answered  the  question,  and  to  have  s-aid  "  No;*'  and  that 
the  paper  1  held  in  my  possession  it  would  be  out  of 
order  to  present?  If  the  Speaker  did  not  rebuke  me, 
but  said,  as  he  did  say,  that  it  was  a  novel  question,  and 
that  he  would  take  the  advice  of  the  House,  then,  if  I 
am  to  be  indicted  before  the  grand  Jury  as  a  felon  and  an 
incendiary,  the  Speaker  must  be  indicted  along  with  me 
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for  puttini;  to  %he  advice  of  the  House  the  question 
which  he  put  to  it;  I  only  put  the  question  toth^  Speak- 
er, but  the  Speaker  put  the  question  to  the  House. 

I  am  content  that  the  whole  question  go  before  the 
nation  as  it  is  reported  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of 
this  morning.  And  here  I  will  say  that  1  am  not  conscious 
of  having  given  the  least  particle  of  offence  to  the  House, 
nor  of  having  done  any  thing  which  1  would  not  do  over 
ag^atn.     My  conduct  was  dicated  by  a  sense  of  duty, 
and  in  the  same  persuasion  of  what  was  fny  duty  I  re- 
main still  unshaken.     But,  sir,  among  other  things  al- 
leged as  reasons  for  censuring  me,  it  has  been  said  I  have 
trifled  with  the  House.     1  have  already  disclaimed,  and 
again  1  not  only  disclaim  any  such  intention,  but  I  deny 
^that  any  man  in  this  House  has  ever  had  cause  to  believe 
that  1  ever  trifled  with  the  House.     Such  was  not  my 
intention;  I  never  was  more  serious  in  any  moment  of 
my  lifet  therefore,  I  am  unwilling  that    a    resolution 
should  pass  containing  the  declaration  that  the  House 
ceased  all  further  action  on  the  subject  because  1  made 
disclaimers.     I  renounce  all  advantages  on  the  ground 
of  my  having  made  a  disclaimer.  While  1  totally  disclaim 
any  intention  of  trifling  with  the  House,  while  I  totally 
disclaim  any  purpose  of  oflTending  or  provoking  any  of 
the  members  cf  this  House,  while  I  totally  disclaim  any 
conten>ptuous  course  or  any  violation  of  the  rules  and 
orders  of  the  House,  sir,  at  the  same  time  1  disclaim  not 
any  particle  of  what  I  have  done;  not  a  single  word  of 
what  I  have  said  do  I  unsay;  nay,  I  am  ready  to  do  and 
to  say  the  same  again  to-morruw.     One  word  in  con- 
clusion: 1  would  only  beg  the  House  and  the  country 
to  exonerate  me  from  the  charge  of  consuming  the  time 
of  the  House  here.     If  the  House  had  suffered  the  pe- 
titions to  be  laid  on  the  table  with  the  multitude  of  pe- 
titions I  here  already  buried  in  oblivion,  no  one  would 
have  heard  of  it  any  more.     As  to  the  time  occupied  by 
me  in  presenting  petitions,  the  whole  time  employed  by 
me  in  the  fulfllment  of  this  great  duty  has  never  at  any 
one  time  exceeded  half  an  hour.   If  members  have  risen 
to  obstruct  me  in  doing  my  duty,  raising  questions  and 
debating  ihem  interminably,  1  appeal  .to  this  House,  I 
appeal  to  the  nation,  that  it  is  not  I  who  am  answerable 
for  this  loss  of  time. 

Mr.  HANNEGANthen  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved 
the  previous  question,  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the 
request  of 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON,  who  made  some  remarks  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  then  renewed  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question;  which  was  seconded  by  the 
House:  Yeas  93,  nays  43. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GH OLSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  an  adjournment. 
Mr.  BOULDIN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  « hich 
were  not  ordered;  and  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  dtci- 
ded  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  tsken  on  the  motion  to  Isy  on 
the  table,  and  decided  in  the  negative :  Yeas  59,  nays 
137,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Anthony^  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton,  Beale, 
Beaumont,  Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Bund,  Csmbreleng, 
Casey,  Chaney,  Chapin,  Corwin,  Cushman,  Dotiblrday, 
Dunlsp,  Forester,  Fry,  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Uice  Garland, 
Gillet,  Harper,  Henderson,  Howell,  Uubley,  Hunting- 
ton, Cave  Johnson,  Kennon,  Kiigore,  Klingensmiih, 
Lane,  Lsporte,  Leonard,  Logan,  Jub  Mann,  Sanr.son 
Mttson,  McCarty,  McKay,  McKeon,  Morgan,  Muhlen- 
berg, Parks,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Sey- 
mour, Sickles,  Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpuel,  Wagener, 
Webater,  Weeks,  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Wiie->59. 
Nats— Messrs.  Adamsy  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  Hemau 


Allen,  Bailey,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Burns,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  George  Chambers,  John 
Chambers  Chapman,  Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne, 
John  F.  U.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor, 
Craig,  Crane,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Deberry, 
Denny,  Droofgoole,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  Fowler, 
French,  James  Garland,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Graham, 
Granger,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin, 
Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hiland  Hall,  Hannegan,  Hard, 
Hardm,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hazel- 
tine,  Herod,  Hoar,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hunt,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Wdliam  Jackson, 
Janes,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones, 
Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Thomas  Lee,  Lewis,  Lincoln, 
Love,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Martin,  Moses 
Mason,  Maury,  McComas,  McKennan,  McLene,  Mercer, 
Miller,  MilUgan,  Montgomery,  Morri*,  Owens,  Page, 
Parker,  Patton,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Peyton, 
Phillips,  Pickens  Pinckney,  Potts,  Ueed,  Rencher,  John 
Reynolds,  Richardson,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Russell, 
Schenck,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Shinn,  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Sprague, 
Standefer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  John  Thomson,  Waddy 
Thompson,  Underwood,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Elisha  Whit- 
tlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williaros,  Yell— 137. 
So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
naya  on  ordering  the  main  question;  which  were  not 
ordered;  and  the  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be 
put. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  called  fur  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  take  the  vote  separately  on  each  resolution. 
I  Mr.  ANTHONY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
I  adoption  of  the  first  resolution;  which  were  ordered. 
I  Mr.  PARKER  called  for  a  division  of  the  first  resolu- 
i  tion,  making  the  first  branch  of  the  resolution  end  with 
}  the  word  "House." 

'       The  SPEAKER  decided  this  to  be  out  of  order,  as 
the  latter  clause  of  the  resolution  would  not  be  a  sub- 
i  s!antive  proposition  which  could  stand  by  itself. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  resolution, 
'  in  the  following  words:  •«!.  JReiolved,  That  any  member 
'  wlio  shall  hereafter  present  any  petition  from  the  slaves 
;  of  this  Union  ought  to  be  considered  as  regardless  of  the 
feelings  of  the  House,  the  rights  of  the  Southern  States, 
and  unfriendly  to  the  Union'*— and  decided  in  the  neg- 
1  ative:  Yeas  93,  nays  105,  as  follows: 
j       YiAS— Messrs.  Alford,  Beale,   Bell,  Bouldin,  Boyd, 
,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Csmbreleng,  Campbell,  Carter, 
\  John  Chambers,  Chapman,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John 
;  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cra- 
mer, Cushman,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dromgoole,Dunlap, 
I  Elmore,  Forester,  French,  James  Garland,   Rice  Gar* 
j  land,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves, 
!  Grayson,  Griffin,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Har- 
din, Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Huntsmsn,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Jubnson» 
Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Junes,  Lawler,  Lewis,  LoyalU 
Lucas,   Lyon,   Abijah    Mann,   Martin,    Moses    Mason^ 
Mauiy,  McKay,  McLene,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Owens,  Patton,  Peyton,    Pickens,  Pinckney, 
Rencher,    Joseph    Reynolds,    Rchsrdson,    Robertson, 
Rnger(>,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Standefer,  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  Waddy  Thomp- 
fton,  Turner,  Vanderpoel,  Ward,    White,  Lewis  Wil- 
liam*, Sherrod  Williams,  Wise,  Yell— 92. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  AlUn,  Heman  Allen, 
Anthony,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Barton,  Beaumont,  BUck, 
Buckee,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggn,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Burns  William  B.  Calhoun,  Casey,  George  Chambers, 
Chaney,  Chapin,   Chetwood,    Childs   CUrk,  Corwin, 
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Crane»  Cushinif,  Darlinrton,  Denny,  Evtnt,  Everett, 
Fowler,  Fry,  Puller,  Galbraith,  Qillet,  Granger,  Gren- 
nell,  Haley,  Hi  land  HaII,  Hard,  Harper,  Samuel  S. 
Harriton,  HaZs^ltine,  Henderaon,  Herod,  Hoar,  How- 
ell, Hukley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ingeraoll,  William  Jack- 
ton,  Janes,  Jarvia,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kennon,  Kil|?ore, 
Klingensmith,  Line,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Tliomaa 
Lee,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  I^ogan,  Love,  Job  Mann,  Sam- 
son Mason,  McCarty,  McKennan,  Milligan,  Morris,  Muh- 
lenberg, Page,  Parker,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearee,  Pearson, 
Phelps,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  John  Reynolds,  Russell, 
Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Slade,  Sloane,  Span- 
gler,  Sprague,  Storer,  Sutherland,  John  Thomson,  Un- 
derwood, Wagener,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks,  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  Tfaonoai  T.  Whittleaey— 105. 
So  the  first  reiolution  was  rejected. 
Mr.  PICKENS  roae  and  said,  as  the  first  resolution 
had  been  rejected,  be  hoped  the  mover  would  withdraw 
the  second. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  the  resolution  could  not  now 
be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  H  ANN  EGA  N  moved  to  lay  the  second  resolution 
on  the  table;  which  was  pronounced  to  be  out  or  order. 
The  queation  was  then  taken  on  the  second  reaolu- 
tion,  which  is  as  follows:  «*  2.  Betolved,  That  the  Hon. 
JoHX  Q.  Adams  having  solemnly  disclaimed  all  de- 
Mgn  of  doing  any  thing  disrespectful  to  the  House  in 
the  inquiry  he  made  of  the  Speaker  as  to  the  petition 
purporting  to  be  from  slates,  and  having  avowed  his  in- 
tention not  to  offer  to  present  the  petition  if  the  House 
was  of  opinion  that  it  ought  not  to  be  presented — there* 
fore,  all  further  proceedings  in  regard  to  bis  conduct  do 
nowceaae" — and  passed  in  the  negative:  Yeas  21,  nays 
137,  as  follows: 

YaAS — Messrs.  Bell,  BIsck,  John  Calhoon,  Carter,  N. 
H.  Claiborne,  John  P.  H.  Claiborne,  Craig,  Deberry, 
Dunlap,  Gholaon,  Huntsman,  Jenifer,  Lawler,  A.  Mann, 
Maury,  Peyton,  RoberUon,  Shields,  Standcfer,  Wage- 
Dcr,  S.  Williams— 21. 

Naxb — Messrs.  Alford,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Anthony, 
Biiley,  Barton,  Beaumont,  Bockee,  Bond  Borden,  Boul- 
din,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  W.  B. 
Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carr,  Casey,  George 
Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Chaney,  Cbapmsn,  Chapin, 
Chetwood,  Childs,  Clark,  Clevehmd»  Corwin,  Crane, 
Cushingf,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Denny,  Doubleday, 
Evans,  Everett,  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  Fuller,  Galbraith, 
Granger,  Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Haley,  Jiseph 
Hall,  Hi  land  Hall,  Hamer,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harper,  Sam- 
uel S.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Haaeltine,  Hender- 
son, Herod,  Hoar,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell, 
Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  W.  Jack- 
ion,  Janes,  Jarvis,  Joa^ph  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  B. 
Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Line,  Laporte» 
Lawrence,  Lay,  Thomas  Lee,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Love, 
Lucas,  J.  Mann,  M.  M^son,  S.  Mason,  McCarty,  McKay, 
McKennan,  Miller,  Mliigan,  Montgomery,  Morgan, 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Page,  Parker,  Patterson,  D.  J. 
Pearee,  Pearion,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pinekney,  Potts, 
Reed,  J  >hn  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Russell,  Schenck, 
Seymour,  A.  H  Shepperd,  Shinn,  Shde,  Sloane,  Span- 
gler,  Sprague,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson, 
Turner,  Underwood,  Vsnderpoel,  Wardwell,  Webber, 
Weeks,  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
Lewis  Williams,  Wise— 137. 
John  Quincy  Adams,  excused. 
So  the  second  resolution  was  rejected. 
A  motion  wss  then  made  by  Mr.  LANB  that  the 
House  do  adjourn;  which  was  decided  in  the  negative: 
Yeas  72,  nays  81.     So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

CASE  OF  R.   M.  WHITNEY. 
Mr.  WISE  then  rose  and  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ihank 
the  House  fur  not  adjourning.     I  will  detain  It  but  for  a 


few  moments,  and  (  should  not  press  the  matter  I  have 
to  bring  to  its  notice  at  this  time  but  for  the  fact  that 
to-morrow,  and,  indeed,  during  the  whole  time  of  the 
sessions  of  the  House,  my  doty  will  call  my  attention  to 
the  aelect  committee  of  which  I  am  a  member,  and  from 
the  character  of  the  report  itself.  It  is  a  report  affect- 
ing a  question  of  privilege. 

I  am  directed,  continued  Mr.  W.,  by  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  17th  of  January  last,  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which,  I  will  promise,  wss  adopted 
by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  committee.  Mr.  W.  then 
iread  as  follows: 

<' Reuben  M.  Whitney,  who  has  been  summoned  as  a 
witness  before  this  committee,  having,  by  letter,  inform- 
ed the  committee  of  his  peremptory  refusal  to  attend,  it 
becoroea  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  make  the  House 
acquainted  with  the  fact;  therefore, 

**  Raolvedt  That  the  chairman  be  directed  to  report 
the  letter  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney  to  the  House,  that 
such  order  may  be  taken  thereon  as  the  dignity  and 
character  of  the  Houae  require." 

Mr.  W.  reiterated  the  f^ct  that  this  resolution  had  been 
unanimoualy  adopted,  and  he  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table 
the  letter  of  the  witneas,  together  with  another  letter 
showing  the  manner  in  which  the  former  had  been  com- 
municated to  the  select  commit* ee. 

[This  letter  was  from  the  Hon.  Abijah  Miirir,  of  New 
York;  but,  on  spplication,  it  could  not  be  obtained.] 

Mr.  W.  continued.  I  will  remark,  sir,  that  by  this 
communication  from  the  member  of  the  committee  into 
whose  hands  the  Tetter  of  the  witness  fell  before  it  fell 
into  mine,  this  letter  of  this  contumacious  witness  reach- 
ed the  committee;  but  I  could  not,  from  self-respect, 
present  it.  Sir,  I  considered  it  disrespectful  to  the  com- 
mittee as  much  as  to  myself  personally.  I  ask  that  it 
be  read. 

Mr.  PEARCB,  of  Rhode  Island,  said,  under  the  sup- 
position that  this  subject  would  come  up  as  the  first 
business  in  order  to-morrow  mornincr«  and  as  it  was  one 
that  would  be  likely  to  produce  debate,  he  moved  that 
the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  to  withdraw  the  motion  /or  a  moment,  to 
enable  him  to  move  that  the  question' be  postponed  till 
to-morrow,  and  that  the  letter  of  the  witness,  and  the  ac- 
companying documents,  be  printed. 

Mr.  PEARCE  accordingly  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  liope  this  House  will  not  order  that 
letter  to  be  printed  until  they  see  whether  it  be  fit  to  be 
printed  or  not. 

Mr.  PEARCE  then  renewed  his  motion,  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

Friday,  Pbiruart  10. 
CASE  OF  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

The  unfinished  business  was  the  report  made  last  even- 
ing, from  Mr.  Wisa,  c'.iairman  of  the  select  committee 
sppointed  to  inquire  into  the  administration  of  the  exec- 
utive departments,  stating  that  Reuben  M.  Wtiitney  bad 
refused  to  appear  before  the  said  committee;  which  re« 
port  was  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  R.  M.  Whitney, 
and  a  memorial  from  him,  sent  for  presentation  to  the 
Speaker  on  Monday  last,  but  which  was  not  presented, 
owing  to  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Aoims. 

The  report  concfudcs  with  the  following  resolution: 

**Bt9olved,  That  the  chairman  be  directed  to  report  the 
letter  to  the  House,  that  such  order  may  be  taken  as 
the  dignity  and  character  of  the  House  require." 

Mr.  WISE  asked  that  the  communication  of  R.  M. 
Whitney  be  now  read,  that  the  House  might  see  what 
was  its  character,  and  take  such  steps  as,  in  its  judg- 
ment, might  be  necessary  to  defend  its  own  dignity. 
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The  letter  and  me moriil  having  been  read, 

1'he  SPKAKER  said  it  was  proper  he  should  state  that 
on  Mnnday  lust,  after  the  meeting  of  the  House,  a  memo- 
rial ufa  similar  character  was  Lid  on  bis  table.  It  was 
not  in  order  on  that  day  for  him  to  present  ii,  nor  had  it 
been  in  order  since. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  inquired  whether  the  memorial  laid  on 
the  Spraker'8  twble  was  the  same  as  that  referred  to  in 
Mr.  Whitney's  letter  to  the  committee. 

Ihe  SPEAKER  said  he  had  glanced  his  eye  cursorily 
over  it,  and  he  was  nut  prepared  to  suy  whether  it  was 
precisely  the  same,  but,  from  its  tenor,  it  appeared  to 
be  f^o. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  that,  if  it  should  be  the  pleasure 
of  the  House  thut  the  memorial  should  be  now  presented, 
he  would  give  wny. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  objected  to  the 
presentation  of  the  memorial  at  this  time,  on  the  ground 
that  it  had  reference  to  a  collateral  matter,  not  now  be- 
fore the  House. 

Some  desultory  conversation  ensued,  and  the  memo- 
rial finally  was  not  presented. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  then  stated  that,  in  the  few  remarks 
which  he  had  to  submit,  he  sho«ild  make  no  reference 
to  any  proceedings  which  might  have  occurred  in  refer- 
ence to  the  same  individual  before  another  select  com- 
mittee of  thia  House. 

He  wourld  offer  the  following  series  of  resolutions  for 
the  consideration  of  the  House: 

Besolvedt  That  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  in  refusing  to 
appear  as  a  witness  before  a  s*  lect  committee  of  this 
House,  acting  by  the  authority  of  the  House,  under  a  res- 
olution of  the  17(h  January  last,  after  being  duly  sum- 
moned thereto,  has  been  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  the 
committee  and  of  the  House. 

lieaolved.  That  the  letter  addressed  by  the  said  Reu- 
ben M.  Whitney  to  the  committee,  and  by  the  commit- 
tee referred  to  the  notice  of  this  House,  declaring  hia  de- 
terinination  peremptorily  to  decline  to  appear  before  aoy 
committee  constituted  in  auch  manm  rand  of  such  persons 
as  the  pleasure  and  judgment  of  the  House  (.ball  designate, 
until  the  House,  as  a  condition  precedent,  shall  have  re- 
dressed his  supposed  wrongs,  both  io  the  maaner  and 
style  of  communication,  is  contumacious,  arrogant,  and 
offensive {  alike  disrespectful  to  the  House,  and  utterly 
subversive  of  its  rightful  authority. 

Reiolvedf  That  the  Speaker  of  the  House  issue  his  war- 
rant,  directing  the  Ser^reant-at-arms  to  lake  into  custody 
the  person  nf  the  said  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  that  he  may 
be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  to  answer  for  the 
contempt  aforesaid. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  had  offered  these  resolutions  on  hia  own 
responsibility.  Although  the  resolution  which  was  ap- 
pended to  the  report  of  the  committee  had  been  adopt- 
ed unanimously,  whh  the  exception  of  the  chairman, 
[Vfr.  WisB,]  who,  from  motives  of  delcacy,  had  not 
voted  upon  it,  yet  they  had  not  thought  it  proper  for 
them  to  indicate  any  course  of  action  for  the  House  to 
pursue.  But,  as  the  report  itself  presupposed  the  ne- 
cessity of  some  action,  he  had  thought  right,  as  an  indi- 
vidual member  of  the  committee  and  of  the  House,  to 
prepare  these  resolutions. 

It  was  his  intention  to  allude  to  Mr.  Whitney  only  as  a 
contumacious  witness.  In  relation  to  other  charges 
which  had  bten  brought  against  Mr.  W.  elsewhere, 
^Ifheiher  he  was  corrupt  or  whether  he  was  oppressed, 
he  (Mr.  L.)  had  not  a  word  to  say.  It  seemed  to  him 
that,  in  the  present  stage  of  the  business,  the  House  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  memorial,  at  least  until  it  was 
properly  before  the  House. 

The  only  question  now  wa?,  whether  he  had  been 
guilty  of  contempt  in  refusing  to  appear  before  the  com- 
mitteej  and  the  question  towards  Mr.  W.  was  precisely 


the  same  as  it  would  be  towards  any  other  individual. 
The  firbt  inquiry  which  presented  itself  was,  had  the 
commiitee  the  authority  to  issue  this  summons?  Mr.  L. 
proceeded  to  argue  that  the  power  of  the  committee,  as 
the  representative  of  the  House,  under  the  resolution 
which  authorized  the  said  committee  to  call  for  persons 
and  papers,  was  undeniable;  that  Mr.  Whitney  had  been 
giiily  of  a  legal,  technical,  constructive  contempt,  for 
which  he  was  responsible;  and  that,  if  he  was  not  made 
responsible,  it  would  be  useless  to  attempt  to  investigate 
any  subject  by  the  intervention  of  witnesses. 

Mr.  URIGGS  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Lincoln]  that  the  first  two  resolutions 
would  belong  more  properly  to  a  later  stage  of  the  busi- 
ness; and  referred  to  the  cases  of  Anderson  and  Hous- 
ton, on  the  journal,  when  the  proceeding  simply  was  to 
call  the  individuals  to  the  bar  of  the  H($use,  to  give  them 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard  on  the  question  of  contempt. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  he  did  not  offer  these  resolutions 
without  due  reflection.  The  gentleman  would  find  that 
there  was  a  reason  given  in  the  resolutions  for  bringing 
(he  individual  to  the  bar  of  the  Houae.  This  was  only 
a  different  mode  of  effecting  the  same  object;  more 
formal,  more  full,  and,  as  Mr.  L.  believed,  moreaatisfac- 
tory.  The  first  two  resolutions  were  mere  introductions 
to  the  third. 

Mr.  URIGGS  said  ihe  House  was  called  on  by  these 
resolutions  to  say  that  this  individual  had  been  guilty  of  a 
contempt.  That  was  a  question  in  which  the  individual 
was  deeply  interested,  and  in  which  he  ought  to  answer. 
•  The  proper  course  w*ould  be  to  bring  him  here,  and  not  to 
pronounce  on  his  innocence  or  guilt  before  he  had  had 
an  opportunity  of  being  heard. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  could  not  understand  what  justification 
there  could  be  for  bringing  Mr.  Whitr»ey  to  the  bar,  un- 
less some  offence  had  been  stated.  He  instanced  the 
case  of  Mr.  Adams,  under  consideration  during  the  pres- 
ent week,  where  the  offence  was  distinctly  alleged. 
The  first  two  resohttions  assumed  the  fi&ct  of  the  offence 
as  the  basis  of  the  third;  but  it  did  not  follow  that  the 
individual  must  be  condemned.  The  House  must  allege 
some  cause  as  the  foundation  for  its  intervention. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  alluded  to  the  case  of  Anderson,  where 
the  letter  in  which  the  offence  was  alleged,  and  which 
was  its  evidence,  had  been  made  the  basis  of  a  resoluticn 
directing  the  Speaker  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  arrest 
of  the  party.  In  the  present  case,  the  authority  on 
which  the  resolution  directing  the  Speaker  to  issue  his 
warrant  would  be  founde<l  was  the  report  of  the  select 
committee,  setting  forth  the  fact  of  the  refusal  of  Mr. 
Whitney  to  attend.  Ihe  next- step  was  to  bring  him  to 
the  bar  of  the  House,  and  not  to  pronounce  a  verdict 
against  him,  as  the  first  resolution  did,  before  he  had 
been  heard.  The  same  course  had  been  pursued  in  the 
case  of  Houston.  The  letter  of  the  individual  who  stated 
lumself  to  have  been  knocked  down  on  the  avenue  was 
made  the  basis  for  the  issue  of  the  Speaker's  warrant  to 
bring  the  offending  party  to  the  bar. 

He  would  therefore  move  to  amend,  by  striking  out 
the  first  two  resolutions;  and  to  amend  the  third  resolu- 
tion by  striking  out  the  words  ••said"  and  ••aforesaid,'* 
and  inserting  before  the  word  ••contempt"  the  words 
••an  alleged." 

A'ter  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  LINCOLN,  PARKS, 
and  MERCER, 

Mr.  BRIGGS  modified  his  motion  to  amend  as  follows: 

Strike  out  the  first  two  resolutions)  and  insert  the  fol- 
lowing preamble,  &c. : 

Whereas  a  committee  of  this  House  have  reported 
that  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
has  peremptorily  refused  to  appear  before  the  said  com- 
mittee to  give  evidt  nee  in  obedience  to  a  summons  issued 
by  said  commiitet:  therefore,  Reioived,  &c.,  [being  the 
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same  as  the  third  resolution  heretorore  offered  by  Mr. 
LiircoLir.  ] 

Mr.  GHOLSON  called  fur  the  reading  of  the  report 
of  the  committee;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  D.  J  P BARGE  contended  that  the  House,  in  de- 
termining on  this  attachment^  must  enter  into  an  expla- 
nation of  the  causes  of  the  refusal;  whether  those  causes 
were  true  or  false;  and  whether,  if  true,  they  were  suf- 
ficient to  justify  his  refusal.  Something,  he  thouglit, 
was  necessary  to  be  shown,  beyond  the  naked  fact  of 
refusal. 

Mr.  HARDIN  contended  that,  inasmuch  as  the  refusal 
nf  Mr.  Whitney  to  attend  before  the  committee  had 
been  unconditional  and  absolute,  the  House  ought  to 
direct  the  Speaker  to  issue  his  warrant  that  the  individ- 
ual might  be  t>rought  to  the  bar,  and  give  his  reasons 
here  why  he  did  not  testify. 

Mr.  LANE  suggested  that  the  resolution  shouli  be  so 
modified  as  to  give  the  sense  of  the  House  that  Mr. 
Whitney  ought  to  appear  before  the  committee;  and  if 
such  should  be  declared  to  be  the  sense  of  the  House, 
Mr.  L.  undertook  to  say  that  Mr.  Whitney  would  ap- 
pear and  answer  questions  as  he  ought  to  answer  them. 
Mr.  PARKS  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  stri- 
king out  the  words  •«  alleged  contempt,"  and  inserting 
"  to  answer  for  his  conduct  in  so  refusing  to  appear  be- 
fore the  said  committee." 

Mr.  LINCOLN  here  modified  his  amendment,  to  read 
as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  whereas  the  select  committee  of  this 
House,  acting  by  the  authority  of  the  House  under  a 
resolution  of  the  17th  of  January  last,  has  reported  that 
H.  M.  Whitney  peremptorily  refused  to  give  evidence 
in  obedience  to  a  summons  duly  issued  by  said  commit- 
tee, and  has  addressed  to  the  committee  the  letter  re- 
ported by  said  committee  to  the  House:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  issue  his 
warranty  directed  to  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  to  take  into 
custody  the  body  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  that  he  may 
be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  to  answer  for  an 
alleged  contempt  of  this  House. 

The  subject  was  further  debated  by  Messrs.  PARRS, 
WISE,  D.  J.  PEARCE,  ROBERTSON,  MERCER, 
LINCOLN,  and  A.  MANN. 

Mr.  BOON  moved  the  previous  question;  but  there 
Whs  no  second. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Pabks;  which  amendment  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
modified  resolution, 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out  all  that 
portion  of  the  resolution  which  directs  <*  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  to  issue  his  warrant  directing  the  Sergeant- 
at-arms  to  take  into  custody  the  person  of  Reuben  M. 
Whitney,  that  he  may  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the 
House,"  and  to  insert  "summons  directly  the  Sergeant- 
at-arms  to  summon  the  yaid  Reuben  M.  Whitney  to  ap- 
pear before  this  House,  to  answer,"  &c.;  which  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  GRAVES,  LIN- 
COLN, and  CHAMBERS  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  <*and  that  he 
be  allowed  counsel,  when  brought  to  the  bar,  should  he 
des're  it." 

The  amendment  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Lihcolv,  as  a 
modification. 

Ml.  CLAIBORNE  then  addressed  the  House  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  let  no  man  call  me  the 
friend  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney.  If  he  stood  in  that  group, 
I  could  scarcely  identify  him.  I  am  no  lawyer,  nor  do  I 
appear  here  as  his  advocate.     I  confess  myself  preju- 


diced against  him.  The  many  charges,  mysterious  and 
undefined,  which  have  been  brought  against  him  here 
by  gentlemen  high  in  rank — the  constant  denunciations 
with  which  he  has  been  visited — the  glittering  tomahawk 
which  has  been  held  over  his  head,  l<ke  the  sword  of 
Damocles—have  matle  upon  my  mind  unfavorable  im- 
pressions. There  are  other  reasons,- sir,  which  I  will 
not  name.  But  he  is  an  American  citizen,  accused  of  a 
serious  offence,  and  I  demand  counsel  for  him.  S  r,  I 
voted  last  session,  time  after  time,  in  a  minority,  with 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  for  his  com- 
mittee of  investigation.  I  voted  uniformly  for  it  this  ses- 
sion; but  I  will  not  consent  that  a  resolution  shall  pass  to 
drag  to  this  bar  a  free  citizen  of  the  republic,  to  be  tried 
by  those  who  are  prejudiced  against  him,  without  secu- 
ring to  him  the  privilege  of  counsel.  I  denounce  it  as  a 
high-handed  and  arbitrary  proceeding,  unworthy  of  the 
age  in  which  we  live,  and  disgraceful  to  the  tribunal  that 
sanctions  it. 

[Mr.  LfifcoL:r  here  rose  and  accepted  the  amendment 
oflered  by  Mr.  Claibob^tr.] 

Mr.  C.  continued.  I  am  g^ad  that  the  gentleman  has 
agreed  to  this  act  of  justice.  It  rem  ives  from  this  pro- 
ceeding its  most  obnoxious  feature.  But  T  doubt,  if  I  do 
not  deny,  the  propriety  of  dragging  Whitney  to  this  bar. 
I  have  my  doubts  whether  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  con- 
tempt. Sir,  your  doctrine  of  contempts  is  a  dangerous 
doctrine,  that  originated  in  times  unfavorable  to  human 
liberty;  in  those  old  days  of  privilege  and  prerogative, 
when  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  if  understood,  were  not 
defined,  and  when  parliamentary  bodies  were  used  by 
Kings  as  instruments  of  oppression  and  persecution. 
The  power  of  Congress  to  punish  for  contempts,  if  such 
a  power  exists  at  all,  is  not  expres&ly  conferred,  but  is 
incidental,  and  arises  ex  necessitatis  ni.  Where  is  the 
clause  in  the  constitution  making  the  grant  and  defining 
a  contempt?  Sir,  it  is  a  constructive  and  incidental 
power.  The  powers  and  privileges  of  Congress  are  not, 
like  those  of  the  British  Parliament,  unlimited,  unde- 
fined, and  omnipotent;  on  the  contrarj*,  they  are  abridged 
and  specific.  Our  courts  of  justice  have  the  power  to 
punish  for  contempts;  bnt  it  is  not  a  constructive  power, 
arising  out  of  the  mere  act  that  established  them,  but 
was  conferred  by  a  statute,  restraining  in  its  character, 
in  1789.  The  common  law  does  not  invest  the  federal 
courts  with  this  power,  nor  can  we  derive  it  from  the 
common  law.  As  a  system,  the  common  law  does  not 
constifote  any  part  of  the  law  of  the  United  States,  ac- 
cording to  the  highe&t  courts  of  the  country;  an  opinion, 
too,  upon  which  Congress  has  uniformly  legislated.  No 
department  of  Government  can  therefore  derive  any 
such  authority  from  it.  In  1831,  af\er  the  memorable 
trial  of  Judge  Peck,  of  Missouri,  Congress  deemed  it 
necessary  to  define,  by  law,  the  nature  of  contempts  of 
court. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  whole  doctrine  of  contempts,  as 
held  in  England,  is  dangerous  and  tyrannical,  not  only 
because  it  is  undefined,  but  because  from  it  there  is  no 
appeal.  One  court  cannot  supervise  the  decision  of  an- 
other. There  can  be  no  appeal,  for  instance,  from  the 
King's  Bench  to  the  Common  Pleas,  nor  from  the  Chan- 
cery to  the  Exchequer.  However  wrong  the  judgment, 
or  evident  the  error,  or  severe  the  punishment^  Hiere 
can  be  no  nppcal.  The  power  is  unlimited,  beyond 
control,  and  may  be  applied,  without  cause,  whenever 
the  ruling  party  thinks  proper  to  adjudge  it.  Sir,  if  the 
common  law  is  not  in  force  here,  if  we  have  no  lex  par^ 
liamerUi,  if  all  our  privileges  are  strictly  limited  and  de- 
fined, whence  do  you  derive  the  power  now  assumed^ 
Have  your  deliberations  been  obstructed^  Beware,  sir, 
how  >ou  venture  upon  these  constructive  doctrines  to 
deprive  a  freeman  of  his  liberty.  How  long  will  It  be 
I  before  a  majority  here  may  muzzle  the  freedom  of  the 
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press,  and  punish  |l  diflTerenee  of  opinion  as  a  conteinptf 
We  shttll  have  revived  upon  us  the  sedition  law.  De- 
ware,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  Eitgliah  precedents  unfavorable 
to  individual  rights. 

«  To  introduce  examples  fronn  the  Uritish  House  of 
Common*,"  observed  the  late  Chief  Justice  Parsons,  of 
Massachusetts,  in  a  case  of  legislative  privriege  before 
him,  *' cannot  much  illustrate  ihe  subject.  The  privi- 
leges of  that  House  are  not  derived  from  any  written 
constitution,  but  have  been  acquired  by  the  successful 
struggles  of  centuries,  directed  either  against  monarchy 
or  an  liereditary  aristocracy.  The  exertions  of  the  Com- 
mons have  generally  been  popular,  because  the  people 
were  supposed  to  reap  the  fruits  of  them.  In  this  State 
we  have  a  written  constitution,  formed  by  the  people, 
in  which  they  have  defined  not  only  the  powers  but  the 
privileges  of  tlie  House,  either  by  express  words  or  by 
nccessilry  implication.  A  struggle  for  privileges  in  this 
State  would  be  a  contest  against  the  people,  to  wrest 
from  them  what  they  have  not  chosen  to  grant.'*-- (4 
Mass.  R.  1.) 

Ours  is  a  written  constitution.  The  powers  and  the 
privilegei  of  Congress,  which  may  be  in  some  measure 
regarded  as  distinct,  are  there  laid  down.  We  cannot 
transcend  them.  Any  effort  to  enlarge  them  would  be 
to  usurp  from  the  people  authority  heretofore  not 
granted  to  us  by  them.  Tell  me,  air,  where  is  their 
grant  to  you  to  issue  a  warrant  against  Whitney?  Tou 
arraign  him  before  a  tribunal  prejudiced  against  him{ 
some  of  those  who  compose  it  are  bis  avowed  enemiesi 
you  try  and  convict  himi  there  is  no  appeal  from  your 
verdict  (  you  may  imprison,  fine,  mutilate,  or  even  trans- 
port him,  and  there  is  no  redress.  You  claim  this  stu- 
pendous power  as  an  incidental  right,  for  it  is  nowhere 
granted.  Sir,  do  you  think  the  people  will  tolerate  an 
assumption  so  monstrous?  I  deny  that  you  have  any 
constitutional  authority  to  sustain  this  doctrine  of  con- 
structive offences.  Tou  might  be  pardoned  for  assu- 
ming incidental  powers  to  preaerve  this  body  from  inde- 
corum or  violence;  but,  in  a  case  like  this,  where  no  ac- 
tual violence  has  been  committed,  where  no  positive  in- 
dignity has  been  offered,  and  where  a  citizen  merely  de- 
clines to  appear  before  a  committee,  whose  chairman, 
he  alleges,  has  menac-d  his  life,  the  exercise  of  such  a 
doubtful  prerogative  would  be  very  inexpedient. 

Sir,  there  is  one  striking  difTerenco  between  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament  and  the  American  Congress.  The  for- 
mer considers  itself  a  court  of  general,  and,  in  respect 
to  contempts,  of  exclusive  jurisdiction,  claiming  to  de- 
rive  from  the  custom  of  Parliament,  which  is  part  and 
parcel  of  the  law  of  England.  All  the  books  so  recog- 
nise it.  Its  judicial  powers  were  fully  shown  in  the  cel- 
ebrated debate,  in  1771,  upon  a  reaolution  to  puniah  the 
L'ird  Mayor  of  London  for  an  alleged  contempt.  In 
1830,  however,  in  the  House  of  Peers,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, in  the  teeth  of  all  previous  authority,  denied  the 
existence  of  punitive  power  in  Parliament.  He  admit- 
ted that  it  could  imprison  fur  aelf- protect  ion,  but  not 
punish  in  any  other  mode.  Now,  sir,  if  such  a  doubt 
was  entertained  by  one  of  the  highest  functionaries  and 
one  of  the  a  bleat  lawyers  in  England,  in  the  face,  too, 
of  those  innumerable  precedents  cited  by  Lord  Ray- 
mond, Coke,  Salkeld,  Chitty,  East,  and  others;  if  he 
declares  its  exercise  unfavorable  to  public  liberty,  is  it 
unreasonable  for  us  to  doubt  its  constitutionality  in  this 
country,  and  the  expediency  of  resorting  to  it^  Sir, 
when  we  exercise  this  power  of  arresting  and  holding  in 
custody  a  ciiizen,  do  we  not  violate  that  part  of  the  con- 
stitution which  declares  *'  that  no  person  shall  be  de* 
prived  of  liberty  or  property  without  due  process  of 
liw?"  In  the  well-known  case,  in  14  East,  of  Burdett  m. 
Abbott,  when  it  was  contended  that  the  arrest  of  Bur- 
dett, for  a  contempt,  was  in  violation  of  that  celebrated 


act  of  Parliament  from  which  thia  clause  of  our  consti- 
tution was  derived.  Lord  Ellenborough  declared  that  it 
did  not  violate  that  act,  because  it  was  authorized  and 
warranted  by  the  law  of  Parliament,  which  was  equal- 
ly the  law  of  the  land.  Sir,  that  answer  may  have 
been  very  correct  in  England,  but  it  cannot  be  aus- 
tained  in  this  country,  where  there  is  no  such  law,  and 
where  there  is  no  express  grant  of  such  a  power  in  the 
conatitution.  There  is  no  more  dangerous  power  than 
that  which  justifies  the  punishment  of  constructive  con- 
tempts. Unlimited,  undefined,  unknown  to  the  people, 
its  exercise  comes  upon  the  citizen  like  the  penalties  of 
the  laws  of  the  Roman  tyrant,  which  were  printed  in 
italics,  and  elevated  beyond  the  reach  of  vision. 

Whence  is  this  prerogative  derived^  If  from  the 
constitution,  point  out  the  clause.  If  conferred  by  the 
constitution,  is  it  not  the  duty  of  Congresf,  before  re  - 
sorting  to  it,  to  settle  and  define  ita  boundaries,  and  to 
prescribe  the  penalliea  by  law }  But  it  is  said  to  be  a 
necessary  incident  of  a  legislative  body,  necessary  to 
preserve  its  existence,  and  enable  it  (o  transact  the  pub- 
lic business.  There  may  be  some  foundation  for  this 
delicate  but  dangerous  claim  to  inherent,  undelegated 
grants,  as  regards  actual  contempts  committed  in  the 
presence  of  this  body,  and  obstructing  its  operations. 
Such  a  claim  may  be  allowed  on  the  principle  of  neces- 
sity; but  where  is  the  necessity  of  the  power  in  regard 
to  constructive  or  implied  contempts,  and  what  ia  the 
limitation  upon  it?  The  moment  we  step  beyond  the 
doctrine  of  punishment  for  actual  offences  of  this  kind, 
we  venture  upon  a  terra  incognita^  whose  boundaries 
have  never  been  delineated (  whose  powers  and  extent 
have  never  been  defined  by  any  code,  ancient  or  mod- 
ern. I^et  ua  pause,  and  closely  examine  the  tenures  by 
which  we  claim,  before  we  enter  upon  grounds  so  un- 
certain, so  dangerous,  so  obnoxious  to  the  spirit  of  our 
Government  and  people.  It  may  be  very  convenient 
for  this  House  to  punish  a  citizen  for  an  implied  misde- 
meanori  but  the  convenience  of  the  doctrine  does  not 
grant  the  power.  Show  me,  sir,  a  case  of  absolute  ne- 
cessity to  warrant  the  exercise  of  this  power.  What  is 
the  doctrine  of  constructive  contempts?  How  far  does 
it  go?  Where  does  it  stop?  If  yuu  send  interrogatories 
to  a  citizen  of  Virgi(iia,  can  you  drag  him  from  his  home 
and  incarcerate  him  here,  ahould  he  refuae  to  answer? 
Or  would  you  consign  him  to  the  jail  of  his  own  county? 
Who  would  arrest  him?  Who  commit  him?  If  you 
fined  him,  who  would  collect  it;  and,  when  collected, 
how  would  you  dispose  of  it?  Sir,  in  my  opinion,  an  ac- 
tion would  lie  againat  your  Sergeant-at-arms  for  the 
false  imprisonment  of  Whitney {  and  a  judge  would  be 
bound  to  release  him  on  a  habeas  Mrpue.  Would  you  ar- 
reat  this  judge  for  a  contempt?  Suppose  a  citizen 
ahould  shut  himself  up  in  his  castle,  and  resist  your  pro- 
cess even  unto  the  death  of  your  officer^  would  you  try, 
and  condemn,  and  execute  him?  How,  when,  where? 
Suppoae  your  Sergeant  should  apply  to  a  magistrate  of 
this  city  for  %pOhae  eomilatua,  and  be  refused,  would  you 
punish  the  magistrate  for  a  contempt?  Can  you  puniah 
editors  who  speak  contemptuously  of  your  proceedings? 
If  so,  God  help  the  letter  writers!  C«n  you  convert  this 
House  into  a  judicial  tribunal,  which  shall  be  judge, 
witness,  accuser,  and  prosecutor,  in  its  own  case,  and  in- 
flict any  punishment  it  choosea?  If  so,  where  is  the  free- 
do.n  of  the  citizen;  where  our  boasted  trial  by  juryi 
where  that  «« due  process  of  law,"  that  •«  liberty"  guar- 
antied by  the  constitution?  Carry  out  these  undefined, 
discretionary  doctrines,  and  it  will  demonstrate  either 
your  unbounded  power  or  your  utter  impotency.  Tell 
me  not,  air,  of  the  precedents  of  the  British  Parliament. 
That  is  a  body  confessedly  omnipotent.  This  is  one  of 
limited  powers.  Their  claim  to  punish  for  offences  of 
this  nature  is  drawn  from  a  system  of  recognised  law. 
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We  are  mere  agents  for  the  exercise  of  limited  snd  spe- 
cific grantst  and  I  thank  God  that  it  is  so.  I  rejoice  that 
freedom  of  speech  and  the  right  of  self-defence  cannot 
be  curtailed  {  that  all  your  enactments  in  relation  to  the«ie 
are  voidj  that  gentlemen  cannot,  if  they  would,  have 
a  legislative  auto  da  ft^  and  burn  every  man  for  con- 
tempt who  will  not  follow  them  or  applaud  their  acts. 

I  come  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  my  second  position.  1 
deny  that  this  House  can  justly  punish  any  one  for  a  con- 
tempt or  breach  of  privilege,  s')  long  as  the  gross  and  out- 
rageous procedure  of  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Adams]  remains  unpunished.  Sir,  it  is  mockery  to 
carry  out  this  solemn  farce.  Talk  not  to  roe  of  vindicating 
your  insulted  dignity  by  the  prosecution  of  Whitney. 
You  have  no  dignity  to  vindicate.  [Here  the  Chair  in- 
terposed, and  said  that  the  rules  did  not  permit  reflec- 
tions upon  the  House.]  Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  1 
wish  to  violate  no  rule,  and  will  confine  myself  to  mat- 
ters of  fact.  An  outrage  long  matured,  maliciously  de- 
vised, and  boldly  perpetrated,  has  been  offered  to  this 
House,  in  the  face  of  the  whole  country.  Your  rules 
have  been  violated,  and  your  judgment  defied,  by  one 
who  rejoices  in  the  alarm  and  excitement  he  occasions, 
like  the  midnight  incendiary  who  fires  the  dwelling  of 
bis  enemy,  and  listens  with  pleasure  to  the  screams  of 
bis  burning  victims.  [The  Speaker  again  stated  that 
peraonal  remarks  could  not  be  allowed.]  Sir,  (contin- 
ued Mr.  C-,)  I  speak  as  a  Creole  of  the  South,  a  slave- 
holder and  a  planter,  whose  all  of  earthly  hope  is  iden- 
tified with  Mississippi,  when  1  denounce  the  conduct  of 
that  member  as  disgraceful  and  unpardonable.  [Cri;s 
of  *' order!''  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mr.  Adama,  and 
of  <f  go  on!  go  on!''  from  the  Southern  members.]  Sir, 
if  the  rules  allowed  me,  1  would  say  that,  instead  of  tri- 
fling with  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  this  House  had  better 
redeem  its  lost  reputation  and  atone  to  the  outraged 
South,  by  vifiting  upon  this  political  Erostratus  the  pun- 
ishment due  to  his  crime. 

Sir,  if  a  mm,  venerable  for  bis  age  and  station,  here- 
tofore high  in  the  confiilence  of  his  country,  and  en- 
dowed with  extraordinary  abilities,  not  diminished  by 
the  wear  and  tear  of  time,  Is  suffered  in  this  hall,  under 
the  broad  light  of  heaven,  thus  to  insult  3  ou,  I  say  you 
'  have  no  right  to  take  cognizince  of  a  doubtful  offence 
committed  by  an  obscure  citizen.  If  you  meanly  shrink 
from  chastising  where  chastisement  is  due,  if  you  suffer 
the  proud  and  influential  to  escape,  and  vent  the  fury 
of  your  passions  upon  a  powerless  ciiizen,  you  will 
stand  before  the  country  like  some  tyrant  king,  feared 
indeed,  but  distrusted  and  despised.  Why  is  it  that  so 
many  here,  who  hsve  been  conspicuous  in  crying  order! 
order!  at  every  violation  of  the  rules,  who  are  so  pru- 
dish, petulant,  and  squeamish,  when  their  own  dignity 
is  disputed,  are  willing  to  engpige  in  this  prosecution, 
when  they  have  just  refused  to  censure  the  perpetrntor 
of  an  outrage  that  has  no  parallel  in  parliamentary  his- 
tory? Sir,  when  gentlemen  answer  me  this,  inforo  con- 
ideniia,  I  will  calmly  listen  to  their  arguments  for  this 
prosecution.  I  will  try  to  be  persuaded  of  the  pro- 
priety of  converting  this  body  into  a  grand  council,  to 
ait  upon  political  creeds,  and  determine  what  is  hetero- 
dox in  our  articles  of  faith,  or  into  a  committee  of  in- 
quest, the  instrument  of  defeated  minorities  or  trium- 
phant majorities,  empowered  to  prosecute  and  punish 
obnoxious  individuals. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  hitherto  sat  in  silence,  when  the 
subject  of  slavery  has  been  brought  up  here,  and  stifled 
within  my  burning  bosom  the  sentiments  which  I  could 
not  utter.  From  my  earliest  childhood  I  have  been 
taught  that  none  but  a  slaveholder  had  a  right  to  dis- 
cuss the  subject;  and  when  I  heard  gentlemen  constant- 
ly declaiming  about  it,  nothing  but  your  rigid  rules  pre- 
fcnted  mc  from  saying  that  lh«  utterance  of  0UCb  a^nti- 


r^ents  in  the  State  from    which  I  come,  by  a  statute 
drawn  by  my  own  hand,,  would  doom'  them  to  the  high- 
est punishment  known  to  the  law.     Let  not  gentlemen 
seek  to  disguise  their    designs    by  confining  their  re- 
marks to  the  abolition  of    slavery  in  this  District.     U 
stands  here,  as  In  the  States,  upon  a  tenure  which  you 
cannot  dispute.     It  is  a  vested,  indefeisible,  inalienable 
right,  existing  prior  to  the  cession  by  Maryland  and  Vir- 
giniar^a  right  which  thoae  States  did  not  and  could  not 
surrender.     They  themselves  have    no  such  power  to 
violate  vested  rights.     I  deny  your  jurisdiction  over  the 
question,  in  any  form;  yuu  have  no  authority  to  enter- 
tain it,  even  for  a  moment.     It  is  a  flagrant  and  danger- 
ous assumption  of  power*  a  stretch  of  prerogative  that 
can  never  be  submitted  to.     Whenever  such  a  power  is 
assumed,  you  affect  the  stability  of  property,  you  violate 
a  sacred  charter,  you  throw  open  to  every  invader  the 
closed   portals  of  the   constitution.     You   manumit  by 
fraud  and  violence  the  slaves  that  you  affect  to  pity;  you 
doom   them  to   beggary,    outlawry,    pros' itution,   and 
crime,  and  turn  against  them  the  arms  of  their  own  mas- 
ters.    Sir,  gentlemen  are  eloquent  on  this  subject.  All 
their  eloquence  falls  like  an   iceberg   on  my  heart.     I 
feel  the   impropriety  of  their  course.     1   see  it   in  the 
alarm  and  distruit  they  have   produced,  in  the  anxious 
vigils  of  my  neighbors,  in  the  broken  slumbers  and  start- 
ling dreams  of  the  beautiful  beings  that  we  idolize  and 
watch.     What  comfort,  what  guaraintee,  do  your  prom- 
ises carry  to  the  insulated  plantations  of  the  South.' 
What  know  you  of  our  condition,  living,  as   you  do,  in 
crowded  cities,  where  your   lamp-eyed   streets  are  sen- 
tinelled, ard  ten  thousand  bayonets  bristle  for  your  pro- 
tection? Sir,  your  false  benevolence,  your   officious  in- 
terference, your  incendiary  publications,  have  already 
done  us  irremediable   injury.     Yo'i   have  demoralized 
our  slaves,  and  fired   them   with  discontent,  and  made 
them  feel  a  chain  which  they  never  felt  until  now.     In 
their  natural  condition,   before  your  emissaries  came 
among  us,  they  were  more  honest,  virtuou!<,   and  inde- 
pendent, had  more  pride  of  character  and  love  of  coun- 
try, than  nine  tenths  of  the  incendiaries  that  sign  these 
petitions.     Mr.  Speaker,  1  am  no  prophet  of  evii,  and 
speak  no  Cassandra  voice;  but  !   tell  you,  in  the  names 
of  the   50,000  freemen  I   represent,  that   we  must  be 
quieted  on  this    question;    not    soothed,  not  drugged 
with  opiates  into  temporary  apathy,  but  we  must  receive 
a  solemn  assurance  that  our  rights  are  neither  to  be 
questioned  nor  debated.     When  f  speak  of  the  South,  I 
include  this  District.     We  plant  our  feet  on  this  pos- 
tion.     if  you  can  legislate  on  the  subject  here,  you  hsve 
jurisdiction  in  Virginia.     If  you  preach  your  crusade  in 
this  metropolis  the   contagion  will  scan   spread  in  the 
adjoining  States.     If  ynu  locUe  your  colony  of  free  ne- 
groes and  enthusiasts  here,  you  establish  a  battery  from 
which  may  be   thrown  burning  shells  fi'Ied   with  mis- 
chief and   massacre,  into  every  dwelling    in  the  South. 
Here  will  be  the  rendezvous;  here   bigotry  will  must'  r 
its  forces;  from  this  political  Vatican  it  wilt  send  foith 
its  anathemas;  and,  in  a  few  years,  a  Scutliern  man  will 
be  hissed  as  he  wslks  that  avenue.     Mr.   Speaker,   I 
will  not  impeach  the  great  body  cf  the  people  of  the 
North.     It  may  not  be  her  fault  that  the  red  squadrons 
of  fanaticism  are  careering  through  her  lerritohets;  that 
there  is  now  in  her  bosom  an  i*grarian  and  Vandal  spiri', 
which  would  shake  the  Doric  edifice  of  her  morals  and 
trample  down  the  Corinthian  porticoes  of  literature  and 
art.     But  it  will  be  her  crime  if  she  does  not  resist  and 
stifle  its  denationalizing  stream,  until   it  swells  into  a 
tide  of  bliiod.     It  will  be  her  crime  if  she  sits  tamely  bv, 
while  her  sons  heave  in  among  us  poi.-oned  missiles  and 
burning  tiles.     Sir,  in   times   gone   by  this   would   not 
have  been  allowed.     One  common  blood  cemented  the 
broad  altar  of  liberty  around  which  we  worship.    W' 
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the  iron  hurricane  of  war  swept  over  this  country,  our 
fiinting  banner  was  borne  alprt  amid  the  dun  battle  and 
the  dusky  storm  by  united  valor.  And  now,  when  the 
confederacy  is  souglit  to  be  destroyed}  when  the  incen- 
diary is  lighting  his  torch,  and  the  vultures  of  society  are 
looking  on  with  felon  eyes — oh,  now !  may  the  sainted 
spfritsof  the  dead,  may  the  holy  memories  of  the  past, 
inspire  the  brave  and  patriotic,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
North,  to  rally  upon  the  ramparts  of  the  constitution. 
Sir,  with  my  hand  on  this  heart,  1  can  freely  say  that, 
in  defence  of  the  Union,  1  wtmld  shed  my  blood.  But 
there  are  rights  and  instituiionn  dearer  still—part  of  our 
inheritance,  essential  to  our  existence,  indispensable  to 
our  peace;  and  I  should  be  a  traitor  and  a  craven  to 
shrink  from  their  defence.  Sir,  continued  Mr.  Q.»  my 
talented  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickbns,]  in 
a  speech  of  extraonlinary  eloquence  and. passion,  de- 
clared that,  on  this  subject,  the  South  had  no  fears.  I 
differ  with  that  honorable  member.  I  do  fear,  sir;  not 
f\i7  my  sunny  State;  not  for  my  gallant  constituents;  not 
for  our  fleecy  fields;  not  fur  our  apreading  commerce; 
nn  for  the  innocent  that  cluster  around  our  fire- 
silk's — but  for  this  glorious  Union.  We  fear  for  this,  sir; 
the  horrid  consequences,  the  long  years  of  war,  the  con- 
flicts between  anarchy  and  despotism,  growing  darker 
and  bloodier  in  the  dusky  vistas  of  futurity.  I  pray  God, 
sir,  to  preserve  our  country.  Mr.  Speaker,  if  this  House 
join?  the  abolitionists;  if  you  thus  permit  their  avowed 
organ  upon  this  floor  to  menace  us  with  a  future  inter- 
fert- nee  with  our  domestic  rights  I  warn  you  of  the 
catastrophe  that  i^  at  hand-  We  will  abandon  your  coun- 
cils; we  will  seize  our  arms  and  tear  down  the  banner 
of  union  that  floats  over  our  heads.  On  you  be  the 
crime — on  your  hands  the  blood.  But  by  our  common 
ancebtry,  by  the  recollections  uf  the  past  and  the  hopes 
of  the  future,  by  the  altars  of  our  huly  religion,  by  our 
hun  ^rcd  battle  fields  and  the  bones  that  rest  upon  t^em, 
1  implore  you  to  retrace  your  ateps.  Sir,  we  are  on 
the  verge  of  a  frightful  crisis.  Look  abroad  for  the 
evidences  of  alarm  that  crowd  upon  the  eye.  See  this 
paper,  now  circulating  here,  boding  of  disunion.  View 
your  excited  galleries.  In  that  one,  see  a  thousand  free- 
men in  solemn  crowds,  as  if  to  witness  the  funeral  ob- 
sequies of  the  republic.  In  this,  a  splendid  array  of 
beauty,  imploring  you,  with  the  eloquence  of  grief,  to 
save  them  from  the  consequences  of  yesterday.  Sir, 
will  y«iu  suflVr  it  to  go  forth  to  the  world  that,  by  a 
vote  of  this  House,  you  have  a<tserted  the  right  of  South- 
ern blitves  to  petition  for  their  freedom?  Will  you  pause 
to  punish  an  obscure  citizen,  while  you  allow  the  mem- 
ber from  Missachusetts  [\1r.  Aiiahs]  to  banquet  upon 
the  excitement  he  has  occasioned? 

Who,  sir,  is  this  K'uben  M.  Whitney,  that  the  House 
shoulil  ps'ise  now  to  inquire  into  his  offences^  He  has 
been  denounced,  week  after  wetk,  on  this  floor,  as  a 
perjured  traitor,  knave,  and,vilia«n.  Grant  that  he  is. 
I  lave  these  deniinciatiunr  mide  no  impression?  Have 
they  not  been  aided  by  all  the  seductions  of  eloquence, 
the  influence  of  character,  and  the  contagion  of  passion? 
Have  ihey  left  no  prrjudiccs  in  the  minds  of  members, 
against  the  accused?  Have  these  burning  anathemas, 
caught  up  and  circulated  by  a  thousand  pens  been  for. 
g«)tien'  No,  sir;  no!  If  it  be  possible  for  a  body  like 
tins,  where  the  ordinary  rules  of  evidence  and  pUading 
cannot  be  sir  ctly  observed,  to  form  a  correct  judgment 
in  any  criminal  prosecution,  I  insist  upon  it  that,  in  thii 
case,  we  should  not  go  into  a  trikl.  How  many  here  can 
put  their  hands  on  their  hearts  and  say  they  have  no 
precoi.ctived  opinions  unfavorable  ti  the  accused — 
i>pinio:is  imbibed  from  rumor,  from  the  press,  from  the 
repeated  charges  made  against  him  here?  How  many, 
I  say,  are  qualified  to  act  as  judge  or  juror?  Let  gen- 
tlemen place  themselves  at  that  bar,  in  the  position, of  i 


the  accused,  and  say  if  they  would  not  challenge  the 
right  of  every  other  man  to  enter  upon  trial.  He  may 
waive  the  right  to  plead  to  your  jurisdiction,  but  gentle- 
men themselves  should  apply  the  right  of  challenge,  not 
permitted  the  accused  at  this  bar,  but  granted  to  every 
felon  arraigned  before  our  courts  of  justice.  Sir,  I  make 
no  appeal  to  the  sympathies  of  this  House.  1  will  not 
speak  of  the  injury  that  may  have  already  been  done 
to  one  who  is  possibly  innocent;  of  the  loss  of  public 
confidence,  and  the  pressure  of  public  scorn;  of  fortune 
blighted,  and  future  life  made  wretched;  nor  yet  of 
those,  the  heart-stricken  and  the  innocent,  who  must 
drain  with  him  the  dregs  of  this  bitter  cup.  But  I 
must  ask  you  to  look  calmly  at  the  case.  On  the  one 
hand,  a  tribunal,  composed  of  the  representatives  of 
a  great  people,  claiming  to  live  under  a  Government 
of  equal  laws;  and  on  the  other,  an  obscure  citizen, 
denounced,  as  they  think  jitsily,  by  gentlemen  of 
great  distinction,  ferreted  by  the  press,  snarled  at  by 
the  terriers  of  society,  *«Tray,  BUnch,  and  Sweet- 
heart," at  every  corner  of  the  street.  In  this  view 
of  the  case,  I  ask  justice  for  the  accused— justice  for 
yourselves.  If  crime  he  has  been  guilty  of,  there  is 
no  law  defining  that  crime.  If  he  is  to  be  put  on  bis 
trial,  there  are  no  settled  rules  prescribing  the  mode  of 
trial,  if  judgment  be  pronounced  against  him,  there  is 
no  other  court  to  which  he  may  appeal  this  side  the 
grave!  Sir,  in  the  great  volume  of  English  history  you 
will  find  many  prosecutions  of  this  character.  But  they 
were  in  times  long  gone  by;  and  now,  when  the  feelings 
that  prompted  them,  and  the  judges,  and  their  victims', 
are  buried  in  the  same  oblivion,  we  view  them  as  the 
relics  of  feudalism,  and  instructive  but  revolting  exam- 
ples of  human  injustice  and  infirmity.  In  more  modern 
times,  these  prosecutions  have  been  rare,  and,  before- 
being  brought  to  a  conclusion,  have  been  generally 
swept  away  by  the  currents  of  public  disapprobation. 
•*  I'l  vain,'*  says  an  able  writer,  ••  have  courts  of  justice 
and  juries  of  our  fellow-cit'zens  been  exclusively  intrusted 
with  the  high  and  delicate  discretion  of  interpreting  the 
laws  and  the  facts  on  which  depend  the  rights,  the. 
property,  and  the  reputation^  of  every  citizen."  In  vain 
has  the  constitution  provided  ample  securities  for  all 
these.  In  vain  have  the  laws  explained  and  reinforced 
these  provisions.  In  vain  is  every  safeguard  of  constitu- 
tion and  law,  of  court  and  jury,  if  a  naked  resolution  of 
Congress  can  overleap  and  prostrate  them  all;  coerce 
the  production  of  private  papers;  oblige  a  man  to  dis- 
close the  history  of  his  whole  life,  and  compel  him  to  an- 
swer, even  though  he  may  criminate  himself;  and  all 
this  without  the  forms  of  Justice,  without  judge  or  jury, 
and  before  a  tribunal  whose  jurisdiction  is  without  limit 
or  appeal.  If  a  judge  decides  erroneously,  or  corruptly, 
or  from  the  impulse  of  passion,  he  mvy  be  impeached, 
tiled,  an()  degraded.  His  decisions  maybe  set  aside, 
and  justice,  however  tardily,  finally  administered.  But 
what  remedy  or  resource  is  left  to  the  citizen,  whose 
feelings  have  been  assailed,  whose  person  threatened, 
whose  reputation  crushed  under  the  weight  of  our  dis- 
pleasure? Whom  shall  he  look  to  for  redress?  Can  he 
procure  our  impeachment?  Can  he  bring  his  action  of 
damages  against  the  imbodied  representatives  of  the 
people?  No,  he  is  left  without  resource;  like  the  victim 
of  the  inquisition,  he  must  bear  his  tortures  as  best  he 
may,  and  ihank  Heaven  that,  though  his  limbs  are  dis- 
located, he  has  escaped  with  life. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  conclusion,  I  ask,  shall  a  body,  no 
longer  respected  for  its  moderation  and  dignity,  and  not 
respecting  itself;  which  has  become,  in  some  measure, 
an  arena  for  the  exhibition  of  angry  passions  and  furious 
gladiators;  where  scenes  of  violence  and  disorder  have 
so  often  been  allowed  to  go  unpunished;  where  your 
rules  are  set  at  defiance  with  impunityf  where,  not  five 
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jtm  since,  the  member  from  MasMchusetts  [Mr.  Au- 
▲mb]  refused  to  vote,  and  persisted  in  that  refusal,  in 
contempt  of  tiie  decision  and  the  written  rules  of  the 
House;  and  at  the  very  same  session,  a  member  (Mr. 
Stanbcrry,  of  Ohio)  was  suffered  to  insult  the  Speaker, 
and  to  order  him  out  of  the  chair,  and  forty-four  mem- 
bers refused  to  censure  himi  where,  in  fact,  every  thine 
derogatory  to  a  deliberative  assembly  has  been  toleratedi 
shall  such  a  body,  in  the  exercise  of  an  implied,  sub- 
stantive, and  dangerous  power,  proceed  to  arraign  and 
punish  an  American  citizen  for  declining  to  appear  be- 
fore a  committee — not  out  of  contempt,  as  he  declares, 
to  it  or  this  House,  but  because  its  chairman  had  threat, 
ened  *«to  take  his  life,  if  he  moved  his  arm  one  inch?" 
Sir,  this  is  a  question  which  the  people  of  this  country, 
without  distinction  of  party,  will  answer.  They  will  not 
inquire  into  the  character  of  Whitney,  his  acta,  past  or 
present.  They  will  recognise  him  as  a  citizen  of  this 
republic,  entitled  to  the  protection  of  its  laws;  and, 
however  the  passions  or  the  prejudices,  or  the  convic- 
tions, of  this  body,  msy  decide  against  him,  for  this  al- 
leged contempt,  be  assured  the  people  will  reverse  your 
judgment. 

Mr.  BOOX  had  but  very  few  words  to  say  as  a  reason 
why  he  should  vote  against  the  resolution  then  pending 
before  the  House.  Sir,  (wnd  Mr.  B.,)  we  are  now  with- 
in a  few  short  days  of  the  close  of  a  short  and  a  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  with  an  unusual  number  of  bills  upon 
the  Speaker's  table,  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
whole  people  of  the  country,  which  must  and  will  fail  to 
receive  the  final  action  of  Congress  at  the  present  ses- 
mon,  should  this  resolution  be  adopted  by  the  Honse. 
Sir,  pass  this  resolution,  and  what  will  then  follow? 
Why,  sir,  Reuben  M.  Whitney  will  be  brought  before 
the  bar  of  this  House  by  your  Sergeant-at-arms,  and  a 
formal  trial  will  be  entered  into;  and,  under  the  provi- 
aions  of  the  constitution,  you  cannot  deny  to  the  prison- 
er at  your  bar  the  right  of  being  heard  in  his  defence, 
by  himself  or  counsel.  In  the  House  an  interminable  de- 
bate will  spring  up,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  all  legisla- 
tive enactments  whatever  on  the  more  important  inter- 
ests of  the  country. 

Mr.  B.  then  adverted  to  the  case  of  General  Samuel 
Houston,  who  was  brought  to  the  bar  of  that  House  some 
years  since  for  an  alleged  contempt.  In  the  case  refer- 
red to,  Mr.  B.  said  that  he  was  one  of  the  memorable 
twenty.fi ve  who  voted  against  the  arrest  of  General 
Houston.  A  majority  of  the  House,  however,  passed 
the  resolution,  and  General  Houston  appeared  at  the  bar 
of  this  House  in  the  custody  of  your  Sergeant-at-arms. 
He  was  heard  in  his  defence  by  himself  and  eounsel{ 
and,  after  days  and  weeks  had  been  spent  in  useless  dis- 
cussion, the  House  of  Representatives  found  that  there 
was  no  law  defining  what  should  be  considered  a  con- 
tempt  to  the  House,  or  the  power  of  the  House  to  pun- 
ish any  individual  for  an  alleged  contempt !  It  was  final- 
ly resolved  by  the  House  that  Samuel  Houston  be  repri- 
manded by  the  Speaker,  and  that  he  be  discharged  from 
the  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-arms.  Thus  ended  the 
farce  in  the  case  of  Houston;  and,  in  like  manner,  it  will 
end  in  the  case  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney.  Mr.  B.  said 
that  he  did  not  know  any  thing  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney 
more  than  what  had  been  said  of  him  by  others  in  and 
out  of  Congress;  but,  sir,  continued  he,  1  confess  that 
I  am  not  inclined  to  think  as  favorably  of  him  as,  per- 
haps, I  mi|^t  have  done,  had  he  defended  himself 
against  the  attacks  said  to  have  been  made  upon  him,  as 
I  would  have  done  under  such  circumstances. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
Bay  that,  if,  indeed,  Reuben  M.  Whitney  be  the  man 
that  he  has  been  represented  to  be  by  gentlemen  stand- 
ing in  their  places  on  this  floor,  I  cannot  see  the  pro- 
priety of  his  being  ealled  or  summoned  to  give  evidence 
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in  any  case  whatever.'  f  shall  vote  against  the  resolu- 
tion in  any  possible  shape  in  which  it  may  be  presented. 

Mr.  TURRILL  said,  as  the  question  which  was  about 
to  be  decided  was  a  very  important  one,  affecting  the 
personal  liberty  of  an  American  citizen,  he  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  that  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  recording  his  vote  against  it;  and, 
sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  while  I  am  up,  I  will  state  some  of 
the  reasons  for  the  vote  I  am  about  to  give.  1  cannot 
remain  silent;  I  should  be  guilty  of  a  ^ross  violation  of 
my  duty  as  a  Representative  on  this  floor,  were  I  to  sit 
by  and  see  a  citizen,  however  humble  his  condition,  de- 
prived of  his  liberty  under  the  circumstances  of  this  case, 
and  not  enter  my  protest  against  it. 

What,  I  would  ask,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  is  the  resolution 
under  consideration?  What  does  it  propose  to  do?  Sir, 
it  directs  the  Speaker  to  issue  his  warrant  to  the  Ser- 
geant-at-arms, requiring  him  to  take  an  humble  citizen 
from  his  own  fireside,  from  the  bosom  of  his  family,  drag 
him,  as  a  culprit,  through  the  streets  of  this  city,  and  as 
such  hold  bim.up  at  the  bar  of  this  House  to  the  gaze  of 
the  nation — and  for  what?  Tes,  sir;  for  what,  I  would 
ask,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  is  a  private  citizen  to  be  thus  dragged 
from  his  home?  Why  are  his  feelings  and  the  feelings 
of  his  family  to  be  outraged?  Because,  sir,  he  refuses, 
for  reasons  contsined  in  his  letter  to  the  committee,  to 
appear  and  give  evidence.  To  his  mind,  at  least,  the 
reasons  are  sufiicienf  to  justify  the  course  he  has  taken. 
From  the  papers  on  your  table,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  appears 
that  this  individual,  who  is  about  to  be  taken  into  custo- 
dy for  an  alleged  contempt,  complains  that,  while  he 
was  giving  testimony  before  a  committee  of  this  House, 
in  obedience  to  a  summons,  he  was  grossly  insulted,  and 
an  outrageous  assault  was  made  upon  his  person  by  two 
members  of  that  committee.  It  also  appears,  from  the 
papers  submitted  to  the  House,  that  this  witness  has 
oeen  waiting  at  the  doors  of  this  hall  for  a  week  or  ten 
days,  seeking  an  opportunity  to  present  his  petition  to 
the  House,  asking  an  Inquiry  into  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  assault  thus  made  upon  hirr, 
and  praying  the  House  to  take  measures  to  protect  him 
from  similar  assaults  in  future;  but  during  that  time  he 
has  not  been  able  to  lay  his  memorial  before  the  House. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,}  I  take  a  different  view  of  this  case 
from  some  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  upon  it;  they 
seem  to  think  the  witness  has  been  guilty  of  a  technical 
contempt,  in  refusing  to  appear  before  the  committee, 
and  that  we  cannot  now  inquire  into  the  reasons  asMgn- 
ed  by  him  for  not  obeying  the  summons.  We  must 
wait,  say  they,  until  he  is  brought  to  the  bar  of  the 
House;  until  he  gives  his  reasons  nere,  when  arraigned 
to  answer  to  the  alleged  contempt.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,) 
I  cannot  subscribe  to  this  doctrine. 

In  the  same  letter,  in  which  the  witness  refuses  to  ap- 
pear  before  the  committee,  he  gives  the  reasons  why  he 
cannot  obey  its  summons.  Those  reasons  are  before  us; 
and  if,  in  our  opinion,  they  are  sufficient,  he  stands  jus- 
tified,  and  we  have  no  right  to  bring  him  here  to  answer 
to  a  technical  or  an  alleged  contempt.  Suppose  (said 
Mr.  T.)  that  the  witness  had  returned  for  answer  that 
he  was  confined  to  his  bed  by  sickness,  or  that  his  wife 
or  child  was  at  the  point  of  death,  and  he  could  not  obey 
the  summons;  would  you  say  that  there  had  been  a  techni- 
cal contempt?  thatyou  would  not  now  pass  upon  the  rea- 
sons ^iven  \>y  the  witness?  Would  you  direct  the  Speak- 
er to  issue  his  warrant,  requiring  the  Sergeant-at-arms 
to  bring  the  witness  from  his  sick  bed,  or  from  the  dy- 
ing couch  of  those  most  dear  to  him,  to  give  his  reasons 
here?  Certainly  not,  sir.  The  House  would  say  at 
once,  without  hesitation,  that  the  reasons  were  sufficient, 
and  that  no  contempt  whatever  had  been  committed. 

In  the  case  under  consideration,  the  witness  informs 
the  House  that  be  cannot,  in  his  opinion,  obey  the  sum- 
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roonp,  wilbout  lubjecting  himMlf  to  gross  personal  insuU; 
that  be  cannot  do  it  without  even  putting  his  life  in  jeop- 
ardy{  and  be  states  the  facts  and  circumstances  upon 
which  that  opinion  is  based.  He  invokes  an  inquiry  in* 
to  the  accuracy  of  his  statements.  Now,  sir,  (said  Mr. 
T.,)  1,  for  one,  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  if  all 
Whitney  states  in  his  communications  be  true,  he  was 
perfectly  justifiable  in  refusing  to  appear  beibre  that  or 
any  other  committee  of  this  House,*  until  the  House  it- 
self shall,  by  some  act  on  its  part,  show  a  fixed  determi- 
nation to  maintain  its  own  dignity,  by  extending  the 
roost  ample  protection  to  witnesses  summoned  to  give 
testimony  before  its  committees.  The  whole  American 
people  will  juatify  him.  Every  individual  in  the  nation 
will  commend  him  for  the  course  he  has  taken. 

Sir,  ^said  Mr.  T.,)  gentlemen  who  have  debated  this 
question  have  made  a  false  impression  upon  the  House. 
From  their  remarks,  one  would  naturally  conclude  that 
the  committee  had  passed  upon  the  reasons  assigned  by 
the  witness,  and  come  to  the  unanimous  conclusion  that 
they  were  not  sufficient,  and  that  the  witness  was  guilty 
of  a  contempt.  That  is  not  the  case,  sir.  The  commit- 
tee did  not  consider  those  questions  at  all.  The  commit- 
tee expressed  no  opinion  whatever  upon  that  subject, 
fur  aught  that  appears  to  us.  The  committee  believe 
that  the  reasons  are  sufficient.  The  committee  have 
only  reported  the  facts  { this  is  all  they  bad  a  right  to  do. 
It  is  now  for  the  House  to  say  whether  the  facts»  as  set 
forth  in  the  papers  submitted  by  the  committee,  furnish 
a  sufficient  excuse  for  the  witness.  For  one,  (said  Mr. 
T.,)  I  have  no  doubt  upon  that  point)  and  it  appears  to 
roe  that  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  entertained  by  anv  one. 
Sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  if  the  facts  be  correctly  stated  by  the 
witness — if  he  was  sssaulted  in  one  of  your  committee 
rooms,  as  stated  by  him— until  this  House  redresses  the 
injury  he  has  thus  sustained — until  it  vindicates  its  own 
character — I  cannot  and  will  not  vote  to  compel  the  wit- 
ness to  obey  the  summons  of  one  of  its  committees.  Un- 
til this  House  shall  do  what  ought  to  be  done  in  the 
premises,  I  will  not  give  my  vote  to  bring  that  witness, 
or  any  other  individual,  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  l<iw, 
even  if  we  have  the  power  to  do  so,  to  the  bar  of  the 
House,  to  answer  an  alleged  contempt  for  refusing  to 
appear  before  any  of  your  committees. 

1  hope,  sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  that  the  yeas  and  nays  will 
be  ordered,  so  that  1  can  have  an  opportunity  of  record- 
ing my  vote  agiiinst  a  resolution  the  object  of  wh'ch  \t 
to  bring  an  American  citizen  to  the  bar  of  this  House, 
to  answer  to  a  serious  charge,  for  doing  what,  in  my  hum- 
ble judgment,  it  was  his  duty  to  do— a  duty  which  he 
owed  to  himself,  to  his  family!  and  to  his  country. 

Mr.  THOMSOPi,  of  Ohio,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution «  which  were 
ordered. 

The  House  was  further  addreased  by  Messrs.  THOM- 
SON of  Ohio,  GARLAND  of  Louisiana,  HARDIN, 
WISE,  PEYTON,  ASHLEY,  and  JENIFER. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  addressed  the  Ciiair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  am  aware  that  there  exists  a  variety 
of  opinions  as  to  the  power  of  this  House  to  punish  acts 
not  interrupting  the  proceedings  of  the  House  nor  com- 
mitted in  its  presence,  as  contempts.  This  resolution 
assumes  the  facts  that  a  contempt  had  been  committed, 
and  that  the  House  possesses  the  power  to  punish  it}  and 
it  is  now  proposed  that,  without  further  inquiry,  we 
sbliU  deprive  a  citizen  of  his  liberty,  and  direct  our 
Sergeant-at-arms  to  seize  and  hold  him  in  custody.  I  do 
not  believe  this  House  possesses  any  such  power. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  report  of  tlie  com- 
mittee, upon  which  this  proceedin|p  is  founded,  is  based 
upon  the  letiter  of  Mr.  Whitney,  given  to  the  House  by 
the  committee;  and,  as  such,  the  House  must,  in  coming 
to  a  conclusion,  take  into  consideration  the  letter  of  Whit- 


ney, and  the  reasons  given  in  that  letter  for  his  refusal 
to  appear  before  the  committee.  Mr.  Speaker,  1  am 
one  of  those  who  deny  the  power  of  this  House  to  punish 
for  constructive  contempts.  I,  sir,  do  not  believe  there 
is  any  power  given  to  this  House,  by  the  constitution,  to 
punish  a  citizen  of  this  country  for  a  constructive  contempt 
growing  out  of  his  refusal  to  appear  before  a  committee 
of  thia  House,  standing  as  the  present  witness  does  to- 
wards the  chairman  of  that  committee.  Sir,  there  is  no 
law  giving  authority  to  place  an  American  citizen  under 
duresse  under  such  circumstances)  and  I,  sir,  for  one, 
never  can  give  my  consent  to  see  authority  exercised  by 
this  House  that  1  do  not  believe  it  possesses)  but  it  is 
said  the  exercise  of  this  authority  is  necessary  to  the  pres- 
ervation of  our  rights.  Sir,  I  think  such  a  preservation 
of  our  rights  as  this  promises,  ere  long,  to  take  from  us 
the  rights  we  now  have.  Gentlemen  talk  of  the  rights 
and  dignity  of  thia  House,  and  say  they  roust  be  respect- 
ed. I  say  to  them  that  we,  as  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  come  here  with  delegated  powers,  and  are 
bound  to  keep  within  the  pale  of  the  conatitution,  which 
constitution  is  the  pslladium  of  our  rights  and  liberties, 
and  gives  this  House  no  power  to  place  an  American 
citizen  in  the  custody  of  our  Sergeant-at-arms  for  a 
constructive  contempt.  Sir,  aAer  the  proceeding  of 
this  House  in  relation  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  and  bis  petition  from  thirty-two  slaves, 
what  is  this  House  to  consider  a  contempt? 

Sir,  it  is  contemptuously  asked  by  honorable  gentle- 
men on  this  floor,  who  is  the  contemptuous  Reuben  M. 
Whitney  ?  1  answer,  that  I  know  him  only  as  an  American 
citizen;  and,  as  such,  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  the  constitution.  I  ask  gentlemen,  in  re- 
turn, from  what  source  do  they  derive  the  power  to  place 
him  in  custody?  I  tell  gentlemen,  at  the  outset,  that 
precedents  from  the  British  Parliament  cannot  be  re- 
ceived by  me  as  authority  for  the  arrest  of  an  American 
citizen.  I,  sir,  have  the  honor  to  represent  in  part 
the  highly  honorable,  democratic,  and  patriotic  people 
of  Mississippi;  a  people  who,  from  the  democratic  char- 
acter of  their  institutions,  are  known  to  be  tenacious  of 
their  rights;  and  I  cannot,  as  their  representative,  sit  idly 
here  and  see  one  known  to  posseM  the  high  and  exalted 
privileges  of  sn  American  citizen  arrested  by  order  of 
this  House,  brought  as  a  prisoner  to  answer  at  the  bar, 
without  attennpting  to  arrest  the  course  of  usurpation, 
and  exercise  of  such  usurped  power,  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  over  the  rights  of  the  people. 

Sir,  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  parliamentary  an- 
nals of  Great  Britain,  and  given  in  the  precedenta  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  is  utterly  repugnant  to  the  spirit  and 
genius  of  our  republican  institutions.  The  English  law 
of  privilege,  and  the  power  of  the  British  Parliament  to 
punish  for  contempts,  is  undefined,  unlimited,  and  un- 
known to  the  subject  except  as  particular  cases  occur, 
in  which  Parliament,  in  their  omnipotent  discretion, 
choose  to  exercise  it.  Thus  it  is  that  the  infliction  of 
punishment  ia  the  first  evidence  of  the  existence  of  tbe 
rule  under  which  it  is  inflicted. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  inquire  for  a  moment  into  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  it  is  proposed  to  bring  Mr. 
Whitney  before  this  House. 

Sir,  by  the  very  terms  of  the  resolution  under  which 
we  are  to  act,  it  is  for  an  alleged  contempt,  and  that  al- 
legation sustained  only  by  construction.  Sir,  tbe  hon- 
orable chairman  of  the  committee  before  whom  Mr. 
Whitney  has  refused  to  appear,  and  for  which  refusal 
this  proceeding  is  instituted,  has,  according  to  his  report- 
ed speech,  made  on  this  floor,  asserted  that  be  would, 
on  a  certain  occasion,  and  that,  too,  whilst  he  wss acting 
as  a  member  uf  a  committee  appointed  by  the  order  Qf 
this  House,  and  at  a  time  this  witness,  Whitney,  was 
before  that  committee  as  a  witness,  and  whilst  this  bon- 
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oraUe  chairniftn  was  acting  in  a  judicial  capacity,  have 
taken  the  life  of  this  witness  if  he  had  moved  his  hand. 
Ye9,  sir,  if  he  had  moved  his  arm  one  inch,  even  in  his 
own  defence,  the  honorable  chairman  of  this  committee 
informs  as  that  he  would  have  taken  his  life;  and  that 
in  defence  of  his  friend,  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  who,  he  states,  was  rushing  upon  Whitney. 

[Here  Mr.  Wisb explained.] 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  honorable  gentleman's  explanation 
ftmottnts  to  the  same  thing  that  I  had  stated;  he  admits 
that  his  friend,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, was  advancing  upon  Whitney,  whilst  Whitney  was 
before  the  committee  as  a  witness.  Sir,  I  am  not  to  be 
deterred  by  the  honorable  gentleman's  implied  threat, 
nor  by  his  imputation  and  *'  insinuation"  that  I  had  mis- 
quoted him. 

[The  SrxAjcsR  stated  that  he  had  not  understood  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  make  any  threat, 
or  he  would  have  interposed;  and  that  the  gentleman 
fiom  Mississippi  must  not  make  personal  allusions.] 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall,  in  arguing  this  question,  pursue 
the  same  course  that  other  gentlemen  have  pursued  on  this 
floor.  I  assure  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
that  if  he  expects  to  intimidate  me,  he  has  mistaken  his 
man.  I  shall  pursue  my  own  course,  without  regard  to 
bis  implied  threat.  Then,  sir,  what  is  the  distinguishing 
difference  in  the  statement  first  given,  and  the  one  now 
given  by  the  honorable  gentleman  who  is  chairman,  and 
before  whom  Whitney  refuses  to  appear?  In  either 
erent,  the  life  of  Whitney  was  to  be  taken,  even  if  be 
defended  himself  against  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tennessee;  and  it  is  for  this  that  gentlemen  say  he  has 
been  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  this  House.  Sir,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  force  i  witness  before  a  committee,  when 
the  chairman  of  that  committee  stands  in  such  relation 
towards  the  witness  as  the  honorable  chairman  does  in 
this  instance.  Then,  I  ask,  is  it  a  contempt  of  this  House 
lor  a  witness  to  refuse  to  appear  before  a  committee  of  this 
House  under  such  circumstances;  and  has  this  House  the 
power,  and  will  we  be  acting  in  accordance  with  the 
authority  vested  in  us  by  the  constitution,  to  have  the 
witness  brought  to  the  bar  of  this  House  to  answer  for 
such  refusal?  I  certainly  think,  upon  examination,  it 
will  be  found  that  this  House  possesses  no  such  power. 

If  the  witness  be  sent  before  the  committee,  self-de* 
fence  is  the  psramount  law  of  our  nature.  Self-defence 
is  one  of  the  natural  rights  that  all  men  in  this  country 
possess.  Self-defence  is  one  of  the  inalienable  rights, 
dear  to  this  witness,  secured  to  all  American  citizens  by 
the  very  nature  of  our  free  institutions;  and,  if  he  goes, 
he  must  be  permitted  to  go  before  the  committee  armed 
for  bis  own  protection;  for  he  is  apprized  of  the  feelings 
of  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  towards 
him,  by  the  expression  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
made  on  this  floor.  Sir,  if  we  force  the  witness  before 
the  committee,  and  he  goes  there  armed,  (and  I  hold 
that  we  cannot  think  of  forcing  him  there  without  the 
power  to  protect  himself,)  rosy  not  the  result  be  such 
as  we  would  regret,  and  would  we  not  be  responsible 
for  the  consequences*  Let  me  ask,  will  not  Whitney 
commit  a  greater  contempt  by  going  before  the  commit- 
tee armed  than  he  has  done  in  refusing  to  go  before  the 
committee  under  the  circumstances  of  this  case?  Then, 
■!r,  I  believe  Whitney,  under  the  circumstances,  is  justifi- 
ed in  refusing  to  appear  before  the  committee.  Then,  if 
we  order  Whitney  into  custody,  and  to  be  brought  to 
the  bar  of  this  House  to  answer,  as  a  criminal,  will  we 
not  do  so  in  violation  of  all  his  rights  as  a  citizen,  and 
will  we  not  establish  a  dangerous  precedent?  Has  this 
House  the  power  to  try  offenders?  Has  this  House  the 
power  to  fine  and  imprison'  And  do  gentlemen  intend 
to  carry  out  the  doctrine  of  the  British  Parliament;  which 
is,  that  the  Parliament  is  omnipotent?    Does  not  the  con- 


stitution secure  to  all  men  the  right  of  trial  by  jury;  and, 
if  we  bring  him  to  answer  at  the  bar,  will  we  not  try 
him  by  two  hundred  and  forty  judges?  The  honorable 
members  of  this  House,  who  will  sit  as  judges  in  their 
own  case— for  he  is  to  bjc  tried  for  a  contempt  to  this 
House— we,  the  members  composing  this  House,  then, 
surely,  are  not  his  proper  triers;  and  if  we  convict  him, 
what  punishment  can  we  inflict?  Is  it  not  a  solemn 
mockery  to  order  the  Speaker  of  this  House  to  say  to 
him,  Sir,  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  this  House,  I 
am  instructed  to  reprimand  yoti;  you  are,  therefore, 
hereby  reprimanded?  And  this,  too,  will  be  without 
the  authority  of  the  constitution,  and  in  direct  violation 
of  the  rights  secured  by  that  sacred  instrument.  But 
gentlemen  ssy  this  is  necessary  to  secure  the  dignity 
and  enforce  the  power  of  this  House.  What !  necessary 
that  we  should  disregard  the  rights  of  our  citizens,  and 
My  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  that  we,  the 
House  of  Representatives,  possess  and  exercise  unlimit- 
ed control  over  the  persons  of  our  citizens?  I  under- 
stand the  constitution  to  have  been  formed  for  the  pur- 
poses, amongst  others,  of  protecting  our  citizens  from 
^be  aggressions  of  those  in  power;  and  we  have  no  right 
to  protect  ourselves,  as  a  body,  beyond  the  rights  secu- 
red to  us  by  that  instrument,  which  rights  are  fully  defi- 
ned. Let  me  ask  gentlemen  if  this  is  the  language  of 
republican  democracy?  If  it  is,  may  Heaven  protect 
the  people  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  on  this 
floor  from  the  action  of  such  democrscy.  Sir,  the  pow- 
ers of  this  House,  as  defined,  specified,  and  pointed  out 
by  the  constitution,  are:  First.  To  choose  their  own 
Speaker  and  other  officers.  Secondly.  To  originate  all 
bills  for  raising  revenue.  Thirdly.  The  sole  power  of 
impeachment.  FouHhIy.  To  determine  the  rules  of  its 
own  proceedings,  punish  its  members  fur  disorderly  be- 
haviour, and  expel  a  member  with  the  concurrence  of 
two  thirds.  Fifthly.  The  power  to  judge  jof  the  elec- 
tions, qualifications,  and  returns,  of  its  members. 

Mr.  Speaker,  from  the  course  this  House  is  taking 
through  committees,  we  are  giving  to  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney an  importance  that  I  cannot  for  a  moment  believe 
he  possesses  in  relation  to  this  Government.  1  think, 
then,  there  is  no  doubt  it  is  the  object  of  certain  gentle- 
men on  this  floor  to  reach  the  character  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  and  the  President,  by  means  of  the  sac- 
rifice that  is  by  this  proceeding  to  be  made  of  Whitney. 
Gentlemen  are  mistaken  if  they  think  to  mislead  the 
public  mind  in  this  wsy :  they  have  made  certain  charges 
of  corruption  against  this  administration;  they  have  asked 
of  this  House  undefined  power  to  prove  these  charges; 
that  power  has  been  granted  them,  as  unlimited  as  they 
have  asked  it;  they  cannot  now  shield  themselves  behind 
the  intended  sacrifice  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney.  Sir,  the 
President  hss,  by  his  sagacity  and  firmness,  added  to  a 
series  of  patriotic  efforts,  triumphed,  I  hope  forever, 
over  the  deep-laid  schemes  of  a  subtle  aristocracy  to 
wrest  this  Government  from  its  primitive  principles,  and 
ingraft  upon  it  the  worst  fruits  of  ancient  and  discsrded 
abuses.  Af^er  having  laid  his  country  under  obligations 
which  insure  him  the  lasting  gratitude  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, and  veneration  of  future  ages,  the  President  is  now 
on  the  eve  of  retiring  from  all  public  employment.  Gen- 
tlemen need  not  think  to  destroy  his  well-earned  repu* 
tation  in  this  wsy;  freemen  are  not  so  easily  impQsed 
upon;  gentlemen  need  not  think  to  shield  themselves  se- 
curely behind  the  sacrifice  of  an  humble  citizen. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  admit, 
unquestionably,  CongrcM  is  the  great  inquest  of  the  na- 
tion, and,  as  such,  possesses  certain  powers  necesssry 
to  all  inquiries  into  the  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment; but  I  maintain  that  these  powers  are  limited  both 
by  the  constitutional  provisions  and  laws  growing  out  uf 
them,  and  that  they  cannot  be  exercised  in  violation  of 
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either;  if  they  could,  the  power  of  Con^retfc  would  be 
independent  and  unlimited^  above  all  responsibility  to 
the  constitution^  the  laws,  or  the  people  who  made 
them. 

If  every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  from  becoming 
in  some  way  obnoxious  to  a  member  of  Congress,  or  a 
party  in  Congress,  or  for  political  purposes,  may  be 
dragged  before  a  committee,  and  at  pleasure  ordered  to 
bring  his  papers,  without  specifying  which  or  for  what 
purposei  questioned  as  to  his  private  affairs}  threatened, 
and  if  he  resists  with  the  firmness  becoming  a  freeman, 
his  life  placed  in  jeopardy;  and  if  he  refuse  to  attend  on 
a  committee,  he  can  be  arrested  and  brought  in  custody 
to  answer  at  the  bar  of  this  House;  if  all  this  can  be  done 
by  the  mere  naked  authority  of  Congress—- nay,  sir,  by 
the  naked  authority  of  this  House— 1  ask,  where  is  there 
any  security  whatever  f<ir  the  person,  the  rights,  or  the 
repatatinn,  of  any  citizen  of  the  United  States^ 

Mr.  McKBON  said  that,  intending  to  vote  in  the  negw 
ative  on  the  question  which  had  been  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  he  was  aware  that  he  there- 
by  would  subject  himself  to  the  censures  (if  such  they 
might  be  called)  of  bis  friend  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Jen- 
I7kb]  who  had  Just  taken  his  seat.  He  (Mr.  McK.)  saw 
in  the  case  before  him  not  that  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
He  passed  by  Mr.  Whitney.  He  viewed  the  matter  in 
a  broader  light.  He  saw  in  it  the  proposal  to  arrest  an. 
American  citizen.  It  involved  the  decision  of  a  princi- 
ple which  would  be  capable  of  striking  down  not  only 
the  humblest  but  the  highest  in  the  nation.  It  called 
into  action  the  exercise  of  a  power  which  was  to  be  felt 
not  only  within  the  circle  of  this  District,  but  from  Maine 
to  Louisiana,  wherever  the  jurisdiction  of  this  confeder- 
acy might  operate.  It  carried  with  it  the  means  of  drag- 
ging any  man  from  his  home,  his  family,  his  business,  to 
answer  the  behest  of  a  majority  of  this  House.  I  ask 
gentlemen  (said  Mr.  McK.)  whether  the  individusi  who 
is  now  before  us  is  not,  so  far  as  the  knowledge  of  this 
House  is  concerned,  a  private  citizen?  So  far  as  we  yet 
know,  he  has  no  connexion  with  your  departments.  I 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  whether  the  person 
alluded  to  is  not  a  private  citizen,  covered  by  our  laws, 
and  protected  by  our  constitution.  I  understand  my 
friend  to  yield  his  assent  to  this  point.  Well,  sir,  under 
your  constitution,  his  liberty,  bis  life,  his  property,  his 
papers,  are  secured;  and  yet,  under  the  power  claimed 
during  this  debate,  and  proposed  to  be  exercised,  what 
security  had  he,  or  sny  other  man,  against  an  invasion 
of  his  rights?  Opposed,  as  I  have  ever  been,  to  the  doc- 
trine of  contempts,  I  would  ask  gentlemen  what  must 
be  the  consequences  of  their  insisting  on  this  right' 

Suppose,  sir,  your  committee  bad  sent  its  mandate  to 
one  of  my  constituents,  whose  business  would  not  allow 
him,  without  sacrifice,  to  obey  the  command,  he  would 
naturally  ask  under  what  law  he  was  bound  to  obey.  I 
may  be  told  that  he  would  be  guilty  of  contempt,  at 
least  of  constructive  contempt  of  the  House,  by  refusing 
to  obey  the  summons.  Sir,  I  told  you,  when  your  com- 
mittee was  formed,  that  in  many  cases  it  would  be  pow- 
erless. That  committee  never  could  have  a  contempt 
committed  against  it  by  refusal  to  obey  its  orders.  Tour 
rules  say  that  subpoenas  and  warrants  shall  be  under  the 
Speaker's  hand.  We  are  told  that  the  subpoina,  in  this 
case,  was  under  the  hand  of  the  chairman  of  your  select 
committee.  But,  sgain,  it  is  injiisted  that  you  have  given 
the  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  By  what  au- 
thority can  this  House  delegate  its  power,  if  such  it  has, 
to  any  portion  of  this  body.  The  House  itself  only  holds 
its  own  powers  by  delegation*  No,  sirj  there  could  be 
no  contempt  by  a  refusal  to  obey  ihia  summons.  I  know 
I  shall  astonish  the  member  who  has  just  addressed  you 
when  I  sssert  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  want  of  power  of 
the  committee  in  this  matterf  and  I  rery  much  doubt  the 


power  of  this  House,  at  least  without  the  sanction  of  a 
law,  to  drag  an  individual  before  our  bar  for  a  contempt 
of  this  nature.  Issue  your  warrant,  and  deliver  it  to 
your  Sergeant-at-arms;  if  its  execution  is  resisted,  can  be 
call,  as  a  ministerial  officer  of  a  court,  for  assistance.  I 
should  think  not.  You  have  no  guards  to  enforce  your 
order,  and  it  will  be  inoperative.  The  system  of  privi- 
leges and  contempts  has  grown  up  in  this  country  by  as- 
similating the  powers  of  this  House  to  those  of  the  Brit- 
ish House  of  Commons.  A  system  has  been  claimed  and 
exercised  in  England  under  what  is  known  as  parlia- 
mentsry  law.  Its  encroachments  have  been  silently,  but 
steadily,  made  upon  the  mass  of  the  people,  until  pre- 
cedents of  the  most  appalling  character  can  be  found. 
The  analogy  in  the  cases  of  contempt  does  not  hold 
good.  This  House,  as  a  portion  of  the  Government,  ob- 
tains its  power  from  the  constitution.  In  that  instrument 
the  privileges  of  the  members  of  this  House  are  defined, 
and  the  rights  of  this  H9U8e  are  pointed  out  clearly  and 
distinctly. 

If,  however,  the  practices  and  parliamentary  law  of 
one  branch  of  the  British  Government  are  to  control  the 
liberties  of  the  American  people,  instead  of  the  written 
constitution  of  the  land,  better  at  once  bad  it  be  known. 
If  this  principle  of  action  is  to  govern,  let  us  at  once 
break  down  every  barrier,  and  let  the  executive,  the 
judicial,  and,  I  may  say,  all  the  legiblative  power,  be 
transferred  to  the  majority  of  this  House.  Hesitate  not 
to  proceed  in  this  case.  You  will  find  precedents  in 
parliamentary  history  of  the  deputies  of  the  Sergeant-at- 
arms  being  sent  to  break  open  the  trunks,  and  bring  the 
papers  before  the  House  of  Commons,  of  a  private  indi- 
vidual. Make  that  the  foundation  of  your  movements; 
make  that  the  precedent  of  your  conduct.  Add  another 
example  of  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  this  branch  of 
the  Government,  and  you  will  not  long  be  building  up  a 
system  which  will  ultimately  crush  the  rights  of  those 
whose  servants  we  are.  What!  is  this  to  be  the  rule  in 
a  country  professing  to  be  governed  by  written  laws? 
Will  you  have  the  boldness  to  say  that,  without  due 
proceu  of  law,  you  will  deprive  a  man  of  his  liberty? 
The  next  step  will  be  easy — to  deprive  him  of  life.  Do 
gentlemen  observe  the  conclusion  which  the  proposition 
must  lead  to?  Do  they  not  see  that  you  throw  into  the 
bands  of  a  majority  of  this  House  a  most  tremendous 
power,  which  may  be  exerted  either  as  political  excite- 
ment or  any  other  feeling  of  the  hour  nuy  direct?  We 
never  can,  under  our  present  system,  know  what  may 
be  contempts.  All  remains  in  doubt.  An  editor  may 
be  brought  before  one  of  the  branchea  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  a  libel.  But  yesterday  it  was  proposed  to  pun* 
ish,  for  contempt,  a  member  for  asking  a  question;  and 
to-day  you  propose  another  case.  If  you  wish  to  arrest 
and  to  punish,  you  ought— at  least,  if  you  have  the  con* 
stitutional  power  to  enact  laws  on  the  subject,  you 
ought— to  inform  the  people  for  what  ofTencea  they  are 
punishable.  It  was  deemed  the  essence  of  tyranny  to 
place  the  edicts  of  the  supreme  power  so  high  that  they 
could  not  be  read.  Tou  go  further.  You  let  the  crimes 
and  the  punishment  remain  undefined.  You  allow  them 
to  remain  in  the  hearts  of  a  majority  of  this  House;  and 
)et  I  have  supposed  1  had  been  born  and  lived  in  a  Gov- 
ernment of  liberal  principles.  Sir,  I  can  imagine  no 
despotism  more  complete  than  that  which  leaves  the 
citizen  in  ignorance  of  the  laws  to  which  he  is  bound  to 
yield  obedience,  snd  which  makes  the  accuser  the  jury 
to  try  and  the  judge  to  award  punishment.  I  war  with 
oppression  of  any  character,  but  above  all  with  oppres- 
sion of  this  nature,  which  keeps  its  instruments  of  tor- 
ture concealed  from  the  public  gaze,  and  at  any  moment 
may  seize  upon  its  victims. 

There  is  one  point  of  view  in  which  this  particular 
case  is  to  be  examined.    Called  upon  to  arrest  an  indi* 
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▼idiifti,  are  we  not  to  inveitigate  the  cautes  of  tbia  prop- 
oaition?  Tour  committee  not  only  report  that  the  inoi- 
vidual  refusea  to  appear,  but  they  report  the  reasons,  aa 
oiTered  by  him,  for  sucb  refusal.  Is  it  not  part  of  the 
testimony  on  which  we  are  called  to  make  our  decision? 
Shall  we  order  him  to  be  incarcerated  because  he  refu- 
sed to  go  before  the  committee— because,  as  he  states, 
he  haa  reaaon  to  believe  he  may  not  be  safe?  Sir,  I  am 
not  disposed  to  argue  this  question,  and  decide  on  the 
extent  of  his  fears  in  this  matter.  It  is  sufficient  that  the 
witness  declared  this  opinion.  For  one,  I  cannot  consent 
to  forcibly  place  him  before  us,  after  giving  this  reaaon 
for  hia  disobedience  of  the  summona  of  the  committee. 
Moreover,  you  will  commence  a  course  of  proceeding 
which  will  end  in  no  beneficial  results,  and  will  consume 
the  time  of  the  House  which  is  demanded  for  other  pur- 
poses, involving  the  highest  considerations. 

I  regret,  sir,  the  allusion  made  to  the  President.  Why 
ia  his  name  brought  into  this  discussion?  This  is  not  a 
case  which  any  party  ahould  endeavor  to  make  use  of 
for  any  purpose.  We  are  establishing  a  precedent— a 
precedent  which,  if  it  reaches  some  one  without  these 
walls  to-day,  will  hereafter  be  brought  to  bear,  perhaps, 
upon  some  of  us.  It  is  a  queation  involving  the  most 
momentous  consequences,  and  reaches  to  every  man  in 
the  country,  no  matter  to  what  party  he  may  be  attach- 
ed. The  President's  letter,  referred  to  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  will  speak  for  itself,  and  justice  be 
awarded  to  its  author  by  an  intelligent  people.  He 
seeka  no  concealment.  If  he  has  resisted  an  attempt  to 
invade  the  private  affairs  of  our  citizens,  he  deserves  the 
thanks  of  the  country.  Sir,  I  will  detain  the  House  no 
longer.  No  man  will  go  further  than  I  will  to  defend 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  thia  Hopset  but  I  never  will 
advance  over  the  prostrated  rights  of  the  people.  When 
gentlemen  talk  of  the  rights  and  privileged  of  this 
House,  I  must  be  heard  in  defence  of  those  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  of 
paramount  consequence.  1  never  will,  as  a  member  of 
thia  House,  arrogate  powers  which  shall  be  dangerous 
to  public  and  private  security.  I  never  will  call  into 
action  powers  at  best  doubtful,  and  which  can  only  be 
exercised  by  invading  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
American  people. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  said,  that  whatever  might  be  his 
feelings  in  relation  to  Mr.  Whitney,  they  would  have  no 
influence  with  him  aa  to  the  vote  he  should  give  on  the 
proposed  resolutions!  and  he  had  none  to  gratify,  unless 
to  give  a  conscientious  one.  Mr.  6.  said  that,  frum  an 
early  period  of  his  life,  he  had  been  opposed  to  111  and 
e%'ery  attempt  to  deprive  a  citizen  of  his  liberty  for  a 
aingle  moment,  unless  under  the  strongest  circumstances, 
and  such  as  would  fully  justify  him  under  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  land.  That  the  power  possessed 
by  the  House  to  arrest  a  citizen  has  been  and  is  still 
doubted  by  the  first  and  most  able  men  in  the  country 
waa  not  questioned,  and  the  able  arguments  and  opiniona 
he  had  heard  and  read  had  greatly  shaken  his  own. 
But  he  waa  still  disposed  to  believe  that  thia  House  hss 
the  right  to  authorize  an  inquiry  into  any  matter  connect- 
ed with  the  Government,  and  to  constitute  and  appoint 
committeea  for  such  purpose,  clothed  with  the  power  to 
Bend  for  persons  and  papers;  that  it  is  an  incidental  pow- 
er to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses,  to  issue  attach* 
ments,  and  punish  for  contempts.  Without  this  inci- 
dental power,  all  such  proceedings  would  be  useless,  and 
frequently  put  at  defiance.  Notwithstanding  thia  view 
of  the  subject,  he  could  not  reconcile  it  to  himself  to 
vote  for  the  present  resolutions,  by  which  Mr.  Whit- 
ney was  to  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at- 
arms,  without  first  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  appear- 
ing before  us  under  a  rule  nwt,  to  show  cause -why  an 
Atiachment  shotild  not  issue»  &c*    This  (said  Mr.  G.) 


seemed  to  him  to  be  the  most  prudent  and  proper  course 
to  adopt  on  the  present  oooasion;  and  as  the  constitution 
declares  that  no  one  ahall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or 
property,  without  due  process  of  law,  he  was  not  dispo- 
sed to  sustain  any  measure  whidh  would  place  him  in 
duresse  under  an  alleged  contempt,  and  without  giving 
him  an  opportunity  of  appearing  and  being  heard  in  hia 
defence.  Bat  whenever  (said  Mr.  Q.)  the  contempt  ia 
apparent  and  complete,  he  was  prepared  to  go  as  far  aa 
any  gentleman  on  this  floor,  though  be  would  never  be 
found  voting  to  deprive  an  American  citizen  of  hia  liber- 
ty, one  of  the  dearest  and  most  sacred  rigbta  of  freemen, 
even  for  an  instant,  upon  mere  allegations.  Tour  reao- 
lutions  declare,  on  ihe  face  of  them,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  only 
an  alleged  contempt,  and  yet  place  him  in  the  custody 
of  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  without  establishing  the  fact. 
Let  it  be  made  clear,  let  it  be  rendered  certain  that  it 
has  been  committed,  before  we  proceed  to  do  so.  He 
offered  for  the  consideration  of  the  House  the  following 
resolution: 

Btaokedt  That  R.  M.  Whitney  be  required  to  show 
cause,  on  to-morrow  morning,  why  an  attachment  ahould 
not  issue  against  him  for  an  alleged  contempt  in  refuaing 
to  appear,  under  a  legal  summons,  before  the  commit* 
tee  of  investigation  conatituted  by  this  House;  and  that 
a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  served  on  the  said  R.  M. 
Whitney  by  the  Sergeant-at-arms. 

The  debate  waa  continued  by  Mr.  CALHOON»  of 
Kentucky. 

And,  the  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Glascock  waa  rejected. 

Mr.  JARVIS  offered  the/ollowing  amendmenl; 

Strike  out  all  after  **  Reaohedt"  and  insert: 

*'  That  the  select  committee  appointed  on  the  3d  of 
January,  to  inquire  whether  any  person  had  been  employ- 
ed by  the  deposite  banks  as  their  agent  to  transact  their 
business  with  the  Treasury  Department,  be  instructed 
to  report  to  this  House  the  circumstances  which  occur- 
red in  the  committee  room  on  the  25th  day  of  January 
last,  during  the  examination  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney.'' 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  BELL,  urging  the  ne- 
cessity of  asserting  the  authority  of  the  House  on  this  oc- 
casion, the  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Jabtis 
waa  taken,  and  the  aame  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table. 

'  On  that  motion  Mr.  LINCOLN  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

On  the  name  of  Mr.  ADAMS  being  called,  Mr.  A. 
rose  and  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  for  reasons 
which  he  sent  in  writing  to  the  Chair,  and  which  he  re- 
quested might  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

The  SPEAKER  said  this  could  only  be  done  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House. 

The  reading  of  the  resolutions  having  been  called  for, 

Mr.  MERCER  said  he  could,  under  no  circumstances, 
assent  to  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Adavs. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  application  could  not  then 
be  entertained  at  this  time. 

Mr.  ADAMS  submitted  that,  under  the  rules  of  the 
House,  a  member  asking  to  be  excuaed  waa  entitled  to 
give  his  reasons  in  writing. 

The  CHAIR  said  that,  by  a  decision  of  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  an  application  to  be  excused  from  voting 
could  not  be  emeriained  pending  the  call  of  the  yeas 
and  nays,  but  must  be  made  afierwardsi  an  appeal  had 
been  taken,  and  the  House  had  affirmed  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative: 
Yeas  88,  nays  97- 

So  the  subject  wss  not  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  offered  the  following  anendoent: 
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Strike  out  all  after  <*  Be$oived,**  and  inaeH: 

«  That  ttie  Speaker  of  this  Houte  forthwith  issue  his 
official  summons  to  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  commanding 
hhn  to  summon  R.  M.  Whitney  to  appear  in  this  hall  on 
to-morrow  morning,  at  11  o'clock,  to  show  cause  why 
an  attachment  should  not  issue  against  him  for  a  con- 
tempt of  the  authority  of  the  House,  in  refusing  to  at- 
tend the  select  committee  appointed  by  this  House  on 
the  17th  dsy  of  January,  according  to  a  summons  duly 
served  on  him." 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting, 
for  the  following  reasons,  which  were  sent  in  writing  to 
the  Chair: 

Mr.  AsAXS  requested  to  be  excused  from  voting  up- 
on this  and  every  other  question  of  privilege  sflTecting 
Reuben  M.  Whitney — ^tbe  personal  relations  between 
him  and  that  individual  having  long  been  such  as  to 
make  it  the  duty  of  Mr.  Aoixa  to  decline  acting  as  his 
judge  upon  any  question  affecting  his  personal  rights. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  that  this  statement  might  be  en- 
tered on  the  journal;  to  which  the  SPEAKER  replied 
that  it  would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  be  entered  on  the 
journal. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  modified  reaolution  of  Mr.  Lihcolf,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative:  Yeas  100,  nays  85. 

So  the  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted. 

Mr.  LANE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  first  of  the  two  resolutions  in  the  ease  of  Mr.  Aoavs 
had  been  rejected  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  BOON  moved  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  motion  until  to-morrow;  which  motion  pre- 
vailed: Yeas  91,  nays  not  counted. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  RENCHER, 

The  House  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Fibruaet  11. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERCER,  so  much  of  the  journal 
was  stricken  out  as  contained  the  reaaons  assigned  by 
Mr«  Abaxs  yesterday  for  asking  to  be  excused  from 
voting  on  any  resolution  involving  the  personal  rights  of 
Mr.  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  and  which  reasons  had  been 
entered  on  the  journal. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  Maxtiv  Vaf  Burbit,  of  New  York,  and  inform 
him  that  he  has  been  duly  elected  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  four  years,  commencing  with  the  4th  of 
March,  1837,  reported:  That  the  committee,  in  con- 
formity with  the  directions  of  the  House,  had,  on  yester- 
day, waited  on  the  President  elect,  and  informed  him 
that  the  votes  for  President  of  the  United  States  had 
been  counted  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  constitution;  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  all  the  vo*es  given,  and  was  duly 
elected  President  of  the  United  States  for  four  years, 
commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1837. 

Mr.  Var  BvRsir  expressed,  in  reply,  his  grateful 
sense  of  the  distinguished  honor  which  his  fellow-citizens 
had  conferred  upon  him,  and  requested  us  to  assure  our 
repective  Houses  that  they  might  rely  on  his  unceasing 
efforts  to  execute  the  responsible  trust  about  to  devolve 
upon  him,  in  a  manner  the  most  conducive  to  the  public 
interest. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMAS,  the  repoit  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RIGHT  OF  PETITION. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to  of- 
fer the  following  resolution!  which  Was  read: 


Whereas  the  vote  of  the  House,  taken  on  the  9th 
of  February,  the  following  reaolution,  viz:  *'  Resoked^ 
That  any  member  who  shall  hereaAer  present  to  the 
House  any  petition  from  the  slaves  in  this  Union  ought 
to  be  considered  as  regardless  of  the  feelings  of  the 
House,  the  rights  of  the  Southern  States,  and  unfriendly 
to  the  Union)'*  may  be  construed  into  an  expreasion  of 
opinion  upon  the  abstract  question  of  the  right  of  slaves 
to  petition  Congress)  therefore, 

Mtaohtdf  That  alaves  do  not  possess  the  right  of  peti- 
tion secured  to  the  people  of  the  United  Statea  by  the 
conatitution. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  sent  the  following  to  the  Clerk's 
table,  to  t>e  read: 

Beaoivedf  That  the  honorable  Johv  Quivct  Adams, 
having  inquired  of  the  Speaker  whether  it  would  be  in 
order  for  him  to  present  a  petition  purporting  to  be 
from  certain  alaves,  and  the  Speaker  having  appealed  to 
the  House  for  instruction-^ 

Retohed^  That  this  House  cannot  receive  such  peti- 
tion without  disregarding  its  own  dignity,  the  rights  of 
a  large  class  of  citizens  of  the  South  and  West,  and  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  TAYLOR  accepted  it  as  a  modification  of  his  own, 
and  then  renewed  his  request  to  the  House  to  grant  him 
leave  to  offer  it. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  rose  and  objected. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  a  auspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PATTON  inquired  if  the  motion  to  reconakler 
was  not  first  in  order. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  was  competent  for  the 
House  to  give  precedence  to  another  queation. 

Mr.  PATTON  presumed,  then,  that  the  object  of 
this  proposition  was  to  postpone  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  rejecting  the  resolution  on  the  subject  of 
presenting  petitions  from  slavea. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  suggested  whether 
the  propositions  of  the  gentlemen  from  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  could  be  in  order  pending  a  motion  to  re- 
consider another  having  a  direct  bearing  upon,  if  not 
identical  with  them. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  that  was  a  matter  of  which 
the  House  itself  wss  the  sole  judge.  The  motion  made 
to  suspend  the  rule  was  strictly  in  order. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  order  at  thit 
stage  to  submit  an  amendment  to  the  proposition. 

The  CHAIR.  It  would  be  in  order  to  amend  the 
propoaition  after  it  was  before  the  House,  if  the  House 
should  suspend  the  rule  and  agree  to  receive  it. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  suggested  that  it 
would  be  better  to  move  to  suspend  the  rule,  to  take  up 
the  question  upon  the  reconsideration. 

The  CHAIR  could  not  entertain  debate,  and  he  had 
before  stated  that  the  motion  to  suspend  was  not  open 
to  amendment 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  had  made  no  motion,  but  threw 
out,  as  a  suggestion,  what  he  thought  would  be  the 
best  course. 

Mr.  LEWIS  inquired,  if  the  vote  of  the  9th  should  be 
reconsidered,  whether  the  resolution  rejected  by  that 
vote  would  be  open  to  amendment. 

The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  LEWIS  hoped  that  the  question  would  be  first 
taken,  for  it  woula  answer  the  same  purpose. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  urged  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  to  withdraw  his  motion,  and  move  to  take  up  the 
question  of  reconsideration. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  would  yield  to  the  wishes  of  members, 
and  accordingly  araented,  withdrew  his  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  his  own 
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retolotion,  and  made  a  similar  motion  to  take  up  the 
qaeatioD  of  reconsideration. 

Thu  motion  to  take  up  prevailed  i  and  the  question 
then  recurring  upon  reconsidering  the  vote  by  which 
the  following  resolution  was  rejected: 

**Buolved,  That  any  member  who  shall  hereafler  pre- 
sent to  the  House  any  petition  from  the  slaves  in  this 
Union  ought  to  be  considered  as  regardless  of  the  feel- 
ings of  the  House*  the  rights  of  the  Southern  States, 
and  unfriendly  to  the  Union'* — 

Mr.  LANE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  said  he  bad  voted  against  the  resolu- 
tion then  under  consideration,  and  he  should  be  obliged 
to  do  so  sgain,  if,  without  modification,  the  question  upon 
it  should  be  again  taken.  Mr.  A.  was  not  in  his  seat 
when  that  unfortunate  subject  was  first  introduced  into 
the  House,  but  he  was  near  at  hand,  and  indistinctly 
heard  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  when  he  ad- 
dressed the  Chair.  Learning  from  a  friend  near  at 
liand  that  a  proposition  was  midt  to  submit  to  the  House 
a  petition  from  slaves,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
Mr.  A.  resumed  his  seat,  when  several  resolutions  were 
submitted,  proposing  to  bring  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Ab- 
▲Ms]  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  for  an  alleged  contempt, 
for  having  submitted  the  supposed  abolition  petition. 
Mot  for  a  moment  supposing  there  could  be  any  misap- 
prehension as  to  the  purport  of  the  petition,  or  as  to  the 
shape  in  which  it  was  communicated  to  the  House,  Mr. 
A.  found  himself  participating  in  what  seemed  to  be  the 
common  feeling  of  its  members,  to  support  the  dignity 
of  the  Housei  and  he  felt;disposed  to  go  as  far  as  any 
other  member  to  effect  that  object,  even  to  the  expul- 
sion of  the  member  ofTering  the  supposed  indignity, 
should  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  on  a  full  investi- 
gation,  justify  that  extreme.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  (said 
Mr.  A.,)  you  may  well  imagine  my  surprise  when,  af^er 
the  House  having  consumed  almost  the  whole  day  in  an 
effort  to  bring  the  matter  to  issue,  the  paper  in  ques- 
tion was  ascertained  not  to  be  a  petition  from  slaves  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  but  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a 
petition  from  twenty-two  slaves  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, praying  the  expulsion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massschusetts  from  the  House  of  Representatives;  a 
hoax,  no  doubt,  practised  upon  the  gentleman  by  some 
wag  of  the  city,  in  consequence  of  the  gentleman's  seal 
in  behalf  of  abolition  |>etitions.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  A.,}  1 
was  surprised  and  no  less  mortified  to  find  myself  en- 
gaged in  such  a  farce,  if  I  can  be  permitted  to  give  it 
that  nsme.  Yes,  sir,  1  have  called  it  a  farce,  and  1  would 
admoniih  my  friends  from  the  South,  as  well  as  thoae 
of  the  North,  not  to  change  iu  title  and  character  by 
their  over-zeal;  that  is  to  say,  not  to  proceed  on  this  all- 
important  and  delicate  subject  so  as  at  length  to  entitle 
it  to  another  nsme— a  deep  and  direful  tragedy.  Mr. 
A.  said,  the  facts  of  the  case  having  been  disclosed  to 
the  House,  he  was  of  opinion  the  several  propositions 
then  upon  the  Speaker's  table,  touching  the  matter  in 
question,  should  have  been  swept  from  it,  leaving  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  in  possession  of  his  paper 
or  petition,  to  dispose  of  the  same  on  his  responsibility, 
without  any  further  action  of  the  House  on  the  sub- 
ject, unless  the  course  of  that  or  some  other  member, 
in  reference  to  the  petition,  should  require  it.  But,  sir, 
(said  Mr.  A.,)  it  was  otherwise  determined  by  the 
House.  A  vote  was  tsken  on  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion; and,  without  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  present- 
ing his  views  on  the  subject,  the  previous  question  inter- 
posing and  cutting  off  all  further  debate,  he  was  obliged 
to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  A's  object  in  then  occupying  the  floor  was  to  say, 
in  part,  what  he  wished  to  have  said  previous  to  the  vote 
of  the  preceding  day,  on  the  resolution,  and  to  protest 


against  a  construction  put  on  its  rejection,  by  some  gen- 
tlemen, to  wit:  that  its  rejection  implied  the  right  ofany 
member  thereafter  to  introduce  in  that  House  a  petition 
from  slaves.  Mr.  A.  denied  the  ground  assumed.  It 
was  not  tenable.  He  would  be  one  of  the  last  to  give 
any  vote  that  might  directlv  or  indirectly  grant  such  a 
privilege.  He  was  not  only  in  favor  of  rejecting  peti- 
tions of  that  character,  but  was  also  opposed  to  the  re- 
ception of  petitions  from  citizens  of  one  State,  proposing 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  another  State;  and  in  that  re- 
spect he  had  gone  as  fsr  as  the  farthest,  as  the  journals 
of  that  House  of  the  9ih  and  lOtb  of  January  last  would 
show.  He  took  the  broad  ground  that  Congress  had  no 
control  over  the  subject,  and  that  it  was  improper  to 
agitate  it  there,  it  should  be  left  to  the  States  holding 
slaves  to  take  such  steps  in  reference  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  as  their  own  feelings  and  interest  might  dictate; 
and  he  thought  that  the  most  effectual  way  of  getting 
rid  of  the  evu.  He  had  another  objection  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  resolution  referred  to.  He  could  not  think 
the  case  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  justified 
the  odium  that  would  be  cast  upon  him  by  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution.  Nor  was  he  (Mr.  A.)  willing  to  pre- 
scribe any  degree  of  punishment  for  members  of  that 
House,  for  a  contempt  to,  or  disorderly  conduct  in,  the 
House,  until  the  case  ahould  occur.  If  it  should  become 
his  painful  duty  to  act  on  such  a  case,  he  would  be 
found  to  act  as  promptly  as  any  other  member,  and 
should  then  exercise  his  own  judgment,  according  to  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  offence,  without  reference  to 
previous  rules  or  resolutions  of  the  House,  which,  sl- 
though  connected  with  the  same  subject,  might  differ 
materially  in  character  snd  extent.  Mr.  A.  could  offer 
other  objections  to  the  resolution,  but  be  would  not 
longer  detain  the  House.  Thus  far  he  had  felt  it  his  du- 
ty to  explain  his  vote  of  the  preceding  dsy.  if  it  should 
become  necessary  hereafter,  he  would  aay  more  on  the 
subject  to  those  to  whom  alone'  he  felt  accountable  for 
his  action  upon  it.  Mr.  A.  waa  in  hopes  the  resolution 
would  be  so  modified  as  to  bear  solely  on  the  abstract 
question  as  to  the  right  of  slaves  to  petition  Congress. 
He  cared  not  how  strong  it  was;  he  would  vote  Air  it, 
although  he  regretted  the  subject  had  been  introduced 
at  all. 

Mr.  PARKER  raised  the  point  of  order  whether,  as 
the  question  of  reconsideration  recurred,  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question,  originally  moved  on  the  reso- 
lution, did  not  recur  with  it. 

The  CHAIR  decided  otherwise,  and  that  the  motion 
to  reconsider  stood  alone,  without  any  reference  to  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  gave  his  reasons,  at  length,  why 
he  had  voted  against  the  resolution  which  it  was  now 
proposed  to  reconsider.  He  had  voted  against  it  be- 
cause he  would  have  considered  the  adoption  of  it  a  de- 
nunciation on  that  floor  of  those  who  conceived  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  present  all  petitions,  let  them  come  from 
whomsoever  they  might;  the  adoption  of  it  would  have 
been  denouncing  all  persons  entertaining  such  opinions, 
however  mistaken  they  might  be,  as  inimical  to  the 
Union.  And  another  reason  why  he  had  voted  against  it 
was,  that  he  considered  it  as  violating  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution  of  the  country,  which  provided  that  no  one 
should  be  held  amenable  for  any  thing  said  on  that  floor. 
He  disclsimed  all  intention,  by  bis  vote  against  this  reso- 
lution, of  admitting  the  right  of  slaves  to  petition  Con- 
gress, and  said  he  bad  endeavored  to  get  the  floor  to  ex- 
plain, before  the  vote  was  taken,  but  was  prevented  by 
the  operation  of  the  rules  of  the  House.  He  intended, 
if  he  had  obtained  the  floor,  to  offer  a  resolution  declar- 
ing it  as  the  sense  of  the  House,  that  slaves  had  not  the 
constitutional  right  to  petition  Congress. 

Mr.  GIDEON  LEE  said,  believing  that  members  per- 
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feetly  understood  the  simple  question  of  recoimderation, 
and  that  they  would  have  a  better  opportunity  ofdiicus- 
ting^  the  question  which  would  immediately  follow  the 
question  of  reeonsideration,  be  therefore  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  to  the  gentleman  to  withdraw 
the  motion. 

Mr.  LEE  bad  made  up  his  mind,  and  eould  not  with- 
draw the  motion. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  by  ttie  Houses 
Yeas  108,  nays  not  counted)  and  the  main  question  was 
ordered  to  be  put. 

The  yeas  and  nays,  having  been  ordered  on  the  main 
questioni  which  was  on  reconsidering  the  vote  by  which 
the  resolution  was  rejected,  were:  Yeas  159,  nays  45. 
as  follows: 

YxAs— Messrs.  Alford,  C.  Allan,  Anthony,  Ashley, 
Barton,  Bean,  Be)i,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Bovee,  Boyd,  Burns,  Bynum,  J.  Calhoon,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  J.  Chambers,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Chapin,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne, 
Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Cramer,  Crane,  Crary,  Cush- 
man,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Efner, 
Elmore,  FairAeld,  Farlin,  Forester,  Fowler,  French, 
Fry,  Galbraith,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Gholson,  Gillet, 
Glascock,  Graham,  tirantland.  Graves,  Griffin,  Haley, 
J.  Hall,  Uamer,  Harlan,  8.  8.  Harrison,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ing- 
bam,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  J.  Johnson,  C.  Johnaon,  H.  John- 
son, J.  W.  Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klingenamith,Lane, 
Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Let,  L. 
Lea,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucaa,  Lyon,  A.  Mann,  Mar- 
tin, W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  8.  Mason,  Maury,  McComas, 
McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens, 
Pftge»  Parks,  Patterson.  Fatten,  F.  Pierce,  D.  J.  Pearce, 
J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phelps, 
Pinckney,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Richard- 
aon,  Robertaon,  Rogers,  8chenck,  Seymour,  M\  B. 
Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Spangler, 
Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  J.  Thom- 
son, W.  Thompson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Van- 
derpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Webster,  Weeks,  White, 
T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  8.  WiUiama,  Wise, 
Yell— 159. 

NAT»-«*Me6sra.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Bailey,  Beaumont, 
Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  G. 
Chambers,  Claik,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Denny,  Evans, 
Everett,  Granger,  Grennell,  H.  Hall,  Hard,  Harper, 
Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Hoar,  Ingersoll,  W.  Jackson, 
JaneF,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Lincoln,  Love,  Job  Mann,  Mc- 
Carty,  McRennan,  MiUigan,  Parker,  Phillipa,  Potts, 
Heed,  Russell,  81ade,  Sloane,  Vinton,  Elisha  Whittlesey, 
Young— 45. 

So  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

When  the  roll  had  been  called  through,  Mr.  CRAIG 
rose  in  his  place,  and  atated  that  he  was  out  of  his  seat 
at  the  moment  when  his  name  was  called,  though  he  re- 
turned to  it  the  Inatant  thereafter^  and  he  asked  leave 
to  record  bit  vote  in  the  affirmative,  but  it  was  object- 
ed to. 

The  resolution  being  then  before  the  House, 

Mr.  TAYLOR  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  word  <<  Beaoltedf"  and  inserting  the  following: 
**  That  slaves  do  not  possess  the  right  of  petition  se- 
cured to  the  people  of  the  United  Statea  by  the  consti- 
tution." 

Mr.  PICKENS,  said  it  was  not  bia  intention  to  enter 
now  minutely  into  any  argument  touching  the  great 
and  delicate  questions  involved  in  the  subjects  be- 
fore the  House,  but  he  rose  merely  to  put  himself 
right  before  the   country.    He   bad  refused  to  vote 


on  the  motion  for  reconsideratibn,  and  would  now 
refuse  to  vote  on  all  the  propositions  made.  He 
did  so  under  a  solemn  and  profound  conviction  that,  as 
a  representative  from  a  alavebolding  people,  he  could 
not  and  would  not  compromise  their  rights  or  stain  their 
honor  by  participating  in  proceedings,  where,  by  the 
rejection  of  the  first  resolution,  they  had  received  a 
deep  wound,  and  which  were  now  calculated  to  mislead 
and  deceive  his  country.  Those  who  had  rejected  the 
first  resolution  the  day  before  yesterday  had  thereby 
created,  politically  speaking,  a  negative  pregnant,  and 
indirectly  declared  that  slaves  had  a  right  to  petition  this 
House.  And  this  right  was  openly  maintained  in  the 
debate  by  the  leading  speakera  who  oppoaed  the  resolu- 
tion. They  had  taken  the  responsibility  of  committing 
a  wound  upon  the  constitution  and  the  Union,  and  had 
done  8o  by  a  deliberate  vote;  and  be  (Mr.  P.)  was 
for  letting  them  now  take  the  responsibility  of  healing 
that  wound  themaelves.  As  long  as  that  resolution  re- 
mained negatived,  he  felt  it  to  be  an  outrage  and  insult 
to  his  constituents;  and  he,  aa  their  representative,  had 
refused  to  vote  for  reconsidering,  as  he  asked  no  favors 
and  begged  no  mercy.  He  called  upon  gentlemen  from 
the  slaveholding  race  to  beware  how  they  moved  in  this 
matter.  It  involved  consequences  of  the  deepest  and 
most  delicate  importance.  We  stand  upon  a  precipice 
at  whose  base  the  waves  of  anarchy  and  discord  dash 
their  foaming  surges.  Let  no  man  be  deceived.  If 
blood  is  to  come  of  these  transactions,  I  desire  to  clear 
my  skirts  of  it. 

The  substitutes  proposed  are  calculated  to  delude  and 
to  lull  into  false  security  the  South.  They  change  the 
issue  made  upon  the  odious  and  offennve  resolution 
now  proposed  to  be  reconsidered.  They  are  calculated 
to  produce  a  false  impression.  Many  claim  the  right 
for  slaves  to  petition  as  a  natural  inherent  right,  above 
the  constitution;  and  will  vote  the  substitutes,  not  be- 
cause slaves  have  no  right  to  petition,  but  because  they 
have  no  right  as  «<  secured  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  by  the  constitution.*'  Let  the  orifrinal  odious 
resolution  which  is  now  reconsidered  be  directly  voted 
upon,  and,  if  gentlemen  have  changed  their  opinions,  let 
it  be  adopted.  If  you  intend  to  save  the  country,  come 
up  to  the  mark  like  men.  We"  profess  to  be  outraged 
by  the  rejection  of  that  resolution,  and  we  should  be 
satisfied  with  nothing  less  now  than  its  adoption.  This 
is  due  to  US)  it  is  the  issue  you  have  made.  No,  siri  you 
cannot  adopt  that  resolution.  I'believe  the  votes  then 
given  to  be  the  deliberate  sentiments  of  this  House.  And 
if  gentlemen,  like  fawns,  now  tremble  at  their  owti 
shadows  in  the  brook {  if,  under  party  discipline  and 
under  party  screws,  they  come  forward  and  pretend  to 
give  justice,  let  them  do  it  openly.  But  let  no  msn  ex- 
pect me  to  aid  him  in  support  of  substitutes  by  which 
my  country  shall  be  deceived  and  deluded  on  the  vital 
questions  involved.  I  desire  my  constituents  to  know 
the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 
If  I  stand  on  a  volcano,  I  deaire  to  know  it,  by  looking 
on  the  smoke. 

1  believe  the  recorded  vote  on  the  rejected  resolution 
to  be  the  sentiment  of  a  majority  of  this  House;  and  I 
believe  that  they  represented  their  constituentf<  that 
that  vote  is  a  correct  exponent  of  the  sentiment  of  the 
non-slaveholding  States  in  this  confederacy.  If  this  be 
not  true,  and  I  am  mistaken,  (in  which  t  hope  most  sin- 
cerely I  mjy  be,)  then  let  those  gentlemen  reverse  the 
vote  then  given,  as  they  can  do,  if  they  choose.  But  I 
will  not  aid  them  in  producing  a  false  result  before  the 
country.  I  cannot,  after  the  proceedings  of  the  Isit 
few  days,  and  particularly  on  the  day  before  yesterday, 
partake  in  any  cdurse  by  which  I  may  be  drawn  under 
the  majority  of  this  House,  and  forced  into  a  position 
which  I  cannot  control,  and  which  may  mislead  and  de- 
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ceive  the  South  u  to  the  re«l  TteWngt  that  exist  in  other 
portions  of  the  Union  towards  them  and  their  institution?. 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  this  course  is  from 
»  solemn  sense  of  my  duty.  I  trust,  on  this  subject  at 
least,  I  have  no  factious  feelings  towards  any  man  or 
set  of  men;  but  I  feel  pained  and  deeply  wounded  at 
the  foreboding  state  of  things.  I  have  seen  enough  in 
the  last  few  days  to  force  upon  me  the  melancholy  con- 
▼iction  that  there  is  not  spirit  or  courage  enough  in  the 
country  to  save  our  rights  and  our  institutions. 

I  have  said  that  I  believe  the  vote  upon  the  original 
resolution  to  be  a  correct  exponent  of  the  feelin?  and 
the  sentiments  of  the  non-slaveholding  States  of  this 
confederacy.  Look  at  Pennsylvaniaf  and  while  we  are 
discussing  these  topics  and  witnessing  these  scenes  in 
this  Honse,  what  do  we  sec  there?  A  State  convention 
of  two  hundred  delegates,  from  different  parts  of  the 
State,  assembled  at  Harrisburg  to  devise  ways  and  means 
by' which  to  abolish  slavery  throughout  this  land.  They 
appeal  to  the  laborers  of  the  North  against  slave  labor, 
on  the  ground  that  it  comes  into  competition  with  them. 
Look  at  their  Governor,  appealing  to  them  to  put  down 
"  the  dark  spirit  of  slavery,"  in  his  public  message  to 
the  Legislature.  Do  you  suppose  that  the  Pennsylvania 
Representatives  did  not  represent  the  sentiments  of  their 
State  on  the  resolution  rejected?  Sir,  it  is  a  vast  mis- 
take. They  knew  well  what  they  were  doing.  Look 
to  a  recent  letter,  published  from  a  distinguished  divine, 
distinguished  for  his  extensive  influence  over  the  intel- 
lect and  learning  of  his  country;  and  what  do  you  sec? 
You  see  him  soiling  the  mantle  of  Christian  charity,  by 
wrapping  under  its  broad  folds  those  who  are  loathsome 
from  their  leprosy,  and  whose  foul  embrace  is  death. 
You  aee  him  holding  up  to  the  world  these  men  as  the 
peculiar  and  chosen  defenders  of  the  liberty  of  speech, 
of  writing,  and  of  thinking.  He  has  the  ef&ontery  to 
say  that  '*  he  is  not  even  sure  that  he  would  have  the 
privilege  he  then  enjoyed,  of  writing  at  his  desk,  if  it 
were  not  for  the  abolitionists.*'  Sir,  it  is  such  men  as 
Dr.  Channing  who  are  now  moving  down  upon  public 
sentiment,  and  make  the  ground  upon  which  your 
Northern  fanatics  are  to  fight  their  battles.  Tell  us  not 
the  miserable  stuff  that  we  give  them  ground  by  making 
issues  here.  We  must  make  the  issues  you  choose  to 
tender,  or  give  up  our  country  to  plunder  and  murder. 
Charge  not  us  with  these  thingsi  We  are  false  to  our 
people  if  we  remain  here  silent,  and  beg  mercy  and  for- 
bearance at  your  hands.  Do  you  suppose  that  the  Rep- 
resentatives from  Massachusetts  did  not  vote  as  their 
constituents  would  have  done  if  they  had  been  here? 
If  you  intend  to  produce  any  such  impression  upon  the 
country  by  now  changing  the  issues  through  substitutes, 
it  will  be  delusion  and  falsehood.  No,  sir;  we  have 
seen  the  lightning  flash,  and  let  us  not  close  our  eyes 
frjDm  its  glare. 

When  I  came  on,  at  the  first  of  this  session,  I  inquired 
of  a  gentleman,  a  member  of  this  House,  in  whose  vera- 
city and  judgment  I  have  the  highest  confidence,  as  to 
the  state  of  public  feeKng  then  existing  at  the  North 
on  the  subject  of  abolition.  He  informed  me  that  he 
thought  it  was  running  out,  and  in  all  probability,  from 
what  he  then  could  see,  that  in  a  few  years  it  would  be 
lost.  This  was  his  deliberate  opinion  at  that  time.  It 
made  an  impression  upon  me,  and  I  began  to  think 
that  things  were  exaggerated.  I  was  silent,  and  said 
but  little  connected  with  this  subject  until  within  the 
last  few  days.  "  But,  sir,  yesterday  morning,  after  ihe 
decided  vote  on  the  rejection  of  that  resolution,  which 
created  such  intense  excitement,  the  same  gentleman 
came  to  roe,  and  said,  with  much  anxiety,  that  he  felt 
bound  to  explain  to  me  what  he  communicated  at  the 
first  of  the  session:  he  ssys  now  he  was  mistaken  entire- 
ly as  to  the  strength  of  the  abolitionists,  and  was  afraid 
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he  had  led  me  into  some  error  on  that  point.  He  was 
now  satisfied  there  was  more  excitement  than  he  bad 
any  idea  of  at  first;  that  he  had  just  received  twelve  pe- 
titions on  that  subject,  signed  by  more  than  a  thousand 
of  the  most  active  and  influential  citizens  of  his  district, 
who  were  men,  not  women,  (as  most  of  the  signers  usu- 
ally are,)  and  that  he  believed  their  cause  was  increas-  • 
ing  and  powerful.  This  was  from  the  State  of  New 
York.  And,  in  justice  to  the  gentleman,  I  will  aay  that 
he  communicated  these  facts  because  he  thought  he 
ought  to  do  so,  as  he  had  made  a  different  impression 
upon  me  at  the  first  of  the  session,  when  I  inquired  of 
him  on  the  subject, for  Information.  These  are  the  feds 
which  we  all  know  to  be  passing  before  our  eyea  every 
day,  and  it  is  treason  in  us  to  cry  •*  all's  well." 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  must  meet  these  things.  I  cannot 
sa^  what  the  people  of  the  entire  slaveholding  region 
will  do.  I  am  not  authorized  to  speak  for  themi  and, 
knowing  what  I  do,  1  tremble  for  the  future.  But  there 
is  one  State  that  I  feel  in  some  sort  justified  in  speaking 
for;  a  Slate  with  whose  people  it  is  my  pride  to  have 
the  name  1  bear  identffted  to  the  third  and  fourth  gene- 
ratian;  a  people  for  whose  honor  and  whose  liberties 
the  blood  of  my  ancestors  has  been  shed  over  every 
battle  field  from  the  sescoast  to  the  mountains.  1  know 
not  what  course  other  people  will  pursue,  but  the  peo- 
ple of  that  State, which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  rep- 
resent, I  know  are  ready,  if  need  be,  to  sleep  in  an  in- 
trenched encampment;  they  are  ready  to  kindle  their 
beacon  fires  over  a  thousand  hills;  and,  ii  the  worst  is  to 
be  forced  upon  them,  they  can,  in  the  last  resort,  throw 
around  themselves  a  rampart,  beneath  whose  battle* 
ments  many  a  gallant  son  can  find  at  least  a  soldier's 
grave,  and  transmit  to  posterity  the  rich  inheritance  of 
a  glorious  name. 

Sir,  I  desire  to  trammel  no  individual;  and  1  now  de- 
clare, on  this  trying  occasion,  that  I  utter  the  instinctive 
feelings  of  my  own  heart,  without  concert  or  consulta- 
tion with  any  man.  I  work  in  no  party  ties  or  party 
trammels^for  the  personal  aggrandizement  of  any  human 
being  living.  I  look  not  beyond  the  confines  of  my  own 
State.  I  have  no  earthly  ambition  but  to  be  identified 
with  her  interests  and  her  honor. 

As  long  as  the  vote  on  the  original  resolution  remains 
unreversed,  I  feel  bound,  from  the  most  solemn  convic- 
tions of  my  judgment,  to  refrain  from  participation  in 
proceedings  which  I  fear  are  too  well  calculated  to  de- 
hide  the  country.  Let  those  who  have  insulted  us,  and 
wounded  the  constitution,  now  withdraw  the  insult,  and 
heal  the  wound.  I  shall  refuse  to  vote  either  for  or 
against  the  substitutes.  I  feel  bound  to  do  so,  and  shall 
wait  in  silence  your  decision— a  decision  upon  which  the 
future  fate  of  this  country  depends.  Upon  this  subject 
I  can  never  make  a  compromise. 

In  what  1  have  said,  1  desire  to  offend  no  man.  I  at- 
tribute no  improper  motives  to  any  gentleman.  Others 
may  differ  from  me.  1  allude  to  no  individual.  I  have 
uttered  what  1  felt  on  this  painful  occasion.  I  leave 
others  to  pursue  their  own  course,  and  the  responsibili- 
ty be  with  them. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Tatlor:  Strike 
out  all  after  the  word  **  That,"  and  insert  the  following: 
**  the  honorable  Johk  Quimct  Adams  having  inquired  of 
the  Speaker  whether  it  would  be  in  order  fur  him  to 
present  a  petition  purporting  to  be  from  certain  slsves, 
and  the  Speaker  having  appealed  to  the  House  for  in- 
struciions — 

*' Resolved^  That  this  House  cannot  receive  such  petition 
without  disregarding  its  own  dignity,  the  rights  of  a 
large  class  of  citizens  of  the  South  and  West,  and  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  said:  The  amendment  proposed, 
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Mr.  Speaker,  is  offered  in  •  spirit  of  tranquillity  and 
peace.  Next  to  the  desire  which  should  influence  every 
member  of  this  House  to  g^ive  bis  vote  accordlne  to  the 
dictates  of  a  conscientious  judgment,  is  that  of  giving  it 
with  the  hope  of  reconciling  conflicting  sentiments,  and 
reproducing  harmony  when  it  has  been  disturbed.  We 
are  informed  of  angry  feelings,  of  agitated  and  excited 
minds.  It  is  our  duty,  if  we  can,  to  prevent,  if  possi- 
ble, their  further  aggravation  in  this  House,  and  the  ex- 
tension of  it  throvrghout  the  country.  How  is  this  best 
to  be  elFected?  By  meeting  the  evil  at  its  source;  by 
counteracting  the  principal  and  primary  mischief.  To 
ascertain  where  that  is,  we  need  only  look  to  the  history 
of  the  last  week.  A  discussion  has  been  going  on  which 
has  done  no  good.  It  might  have  been  obviated  in  a 
moment  by  a  prompt  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts.  That  reply  would  now  termi- 
nate what  at  the  beginning  it  would  have  prevented. 
We  have  reached  a  practical  crisis.  It  is  a  practical  evil 
that  we  wish  to  correct. 

There  are  many  propositions  which  are  not  acceptable, 
and  are  not  adopted,  and  yet  the  rejection  of  them  does 
not  imply  a  negative  of  all  or  any  of  the  propositions 
contained  in  them.  There  are  truisms  whfch  are  not 
rendered  the  stronger  by  being  legislated  on  afiirfnative- 
]y,  or  the  weaker  by  a  negative  vote.  If,  for  eXi|>!n;iplea 
it  should  be  proposed  to  resolve  that  a  republicaihjfurm. 
of  government  is  the  best;  that  this  Union  ought  to  he 
preserved;  that  it  is  hoped  this  Capitol  will  stand;  that 
we  desire  to  be  a  free,  happy»  and  united  people,  no  one 
will  queation  the  soundness  of  the  propositions,  yet  not 
a  member  of  the  House  would  feel  disposed  to  vote  for 
any  of  them.  They  are  not  practical,  and  for  that  rea- 
ron  they  are  not  useful.  The  question  now  at  issue  is 
mainly  between  theory  and  practice.  We  must  meet 
the  inquiry  which  has  been  made  sooner  or  later,  and  I 
propose  to  meet  it  in  the  form  which  the  substitute  I  have 
offered  presents.  The  petition  cannot  be  received, 
whether  it  be  a  jest  or  otherwise,  without  compromising 
the  dignity  of  the  House.  It  aims  at  no  useful  end.  It 
attempts  the  correction  of  no  grievance.  It  cannot  be 
received,  because  it  would  interfere  with  the  rights  of 
those  to  whom  service  and  labor  are  due  by  the  individ- 
uals who  have  forwarded  it,  and  declared  themselves  to 
stand  in  that  relation.  It  cannot  be  received,  because 
in  this  interference  it  strikes  at  all  those  parts  of  the 
constitution  which  recognise  the  system  of  slavery  in  the 
several  States  of  the  Union  where  it  exists  according  to 
their  chosen  polity. 

Mr.' JOHNSON,  «f  Louisiana,  could  not  believe  that 
a  majority  of  the  members  who  had  voted  to  reject  the 
resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  the 
other  day  intended  to  eipresa  the  opinion  that  slaves  had 
the  right  to  petition;  but  there  seemed  to  be  a  great 
contrariety  of  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  a  number  of 
gentlemen  thought  that,  by  implication,  the  rejection  of 
that  resolution  went  to  affirm  that  slaves  had  the  right  to 
petitlon<t.  He  had  never  entered  into  a  discussion  on  this 
subject,  because  he  did  not  believe  that  it  could  lead  to 
any  good  result;  but,  on  the  contrary,  would  d6  a  great 
deal  of  evil.  He  did  consider,  however,  that  if  the 
House  recognised  the  right  of  slaves  to  petition,  the 
Union  was  viptually  dissolved;  and  when  that  day  came, 
he  should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  leave  that  House,  and 
goJiome  to  his  constituents.  Entertaining  these  views, 
he  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  accept 
as  a  part  of  his  resolution,  to  come  in  at  the  end  thereof, 
the  words  **  and  endangering  this  Union." 

Mr.  ANTHONY  hoped  his  colleague  would  not  accept 
of  this  modification,  because  they  bad  heard  too  much 
about  endangering  the  Union. 

Mr.  INGEUSOLL  said  be  could  not  accept  of  the 
modification. 


Mr.  PATTON  then  addressed  the  House  at  tome 
length,  in  support  of  his  original  propositions. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  modified  his  amendment,  by  omif- 
ting  the  name  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  inserting  *'  an  honora- 
ble member  from  Massachusetts." 

*'An  inquiry  having  been  made,  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  whether  a  paper,  which 
he  held  in  his  hand,  purporting  to  be  a  petition  from 
certain  slaves,  and  declaring  themselves  slaves,  came 
within  the  order  of  the  House  of  the  18lh  of  January, 
and  the  said  paper  not  having  been  received  by  the 
Speaker,  he  stated  that,  in  a  case  so  extraordinary  and 
novel,  he  would  take  the  advice  and  counsel  of  the 
House: 

*'  Rtiolvedt  That  this  House  cannot  receive  the  said 
petition  without  disregarding  ita  own  dignity,  the  rights 
of  a  large  class  of  citizens  of  the  South  and  West,  and 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  spoke  at  some  length  in  expla- 
nation of  the  vote  he  had  given.  He  had  voted  against 
this  resolution;  but,  because  of  his  doing  so,  it  did  not 
follow-that  he  was  in  favor  of  receiving  petitions  from 
slaves.  He  had  voted  against  it  because  the  resolution 
involved  a  question  of  censure'  on  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts;  and  he  put  it  to  gentlemen  whether  it 
would  not  be  the  better  means  of  getting  a  large  vote  on 
this  subject  to  take  it  on  the  bare  question  presented  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  on  the  reception  of 
the  petition  purporting  to  be  from  slaves.  If  that  ques- 
tion was  met,  be  doubted  not  they  would  obtain  very 
nearly  a  unanimous  vote  against  the  reception  of  the 
petition.  That  was  the  question  which  ought  to  be 
met,  and  he  was  sorry  to  see  gentlemen  running  off  after 
a  new  question. 

Mr.  BYNUM  did  not  rise  to  make  a  speech  on  this 
occasion,  but  merely  to  inform  the  House  that  at  this 
time  the  individual  who  had  been  ordered  to  be  brought 
before  the  House  by  the  Sergeant-at-arma  was  now  in 
attendance,  prepared  to  be  heard;  and  he  hoped  gentle- 
men would  bring  this  debate  to  a  close  at  as  early  a 
period  as  practicable,  so  that  a  citizen  might  not  be  kept 
in  custody  longer  than  was  actually  necessary.  Mr.  B. 
then  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  yANDiRPOXL,]and  read  an  extract 
from  a  Southern  paper,  stating  that  a  committee  of  the 
Legislature  of  Louisiana  had  reported  in  favor  of  calling 
a  Southern  convention,  to  take  some  measures  to  coun* 
teract  the  efforts  of  the  abolitionists. 

Mr.  DOULDIN  said:  I  have  a  desire  to  say  something, 
though  not  a  great  deal,  on  the  momentous  and  awful 
subject  now  before  the  House.  I  have  a  personal  inter- 
est in  the  issue  to  be  determined  here,  nut  very  incon- 
siderable to  myself,  but  falling  into  utter  insignificance 
when  compared  with  the  consequences  which  may  and 
must  follow  the  decision  now  to  be  made.  I  have  aaid, 
and  have  acted  upon  that  opinion  and  belief,  that  there 
was  no  considerable  number  of  the  members  of  this 
House  willing  to  take  any  steps  or  measures,  direct  or 
indirect,  against  the  slaveholding  people,  through  the 
power  or  authority  of  the  House,  going  to  destroy  the 
right  of  property  in  negro  slaves,  or  to  endanger  the 
slave  or  slave  owner  on  that  account  in  that  regard.  I 
said  it  at  the  last  session,  and  reiterated  it  again  on  Mon- 
day last,  when  this  question  arose.  I  said  so  from  my 
entire  conviction  of  its  truth,  and  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart.  1  knew  there  were  societies  and  private  associa- 
tions, and  private  opinions  and  wishes,  on  both  sides  of 
the  Potomac,  of  a  different  character,  but  I  did  not  be- 
lieve that  they  had  attained  an  official  and  legislative 
form  and  substance,  until  the  vote  which  is  now  the  sub- 
ject of  reconsideration.  I  did  sty  upon  that  vote  would 
depend  the  question  whether  my  faith  would  be  con. 
firmed,  impaired,  or  entirely  annihilated.    I  know  that 
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for  that  opinion  I  am  responsible  to  my  constitaents,  and 
all  who  confide  in  me,  or  have  any  claims  upon  me;  ao 
Tar  nay  personal  interest  extends. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  regret,  the  naost  mournful  re- 
Bections,  that  I  compelled  to  say  I  had  been  constrained 
to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  in  this  I  had  been  en- 
tirely in  the  wrong.  I  have  been  obliged  to  conclude, 
from  that  vote,  that  a  majority  of  this  House  were  delib- 
erately and  fatally  of  opinion  that  a  slave  has  the  right 
to  petition  this  House. 

From  this  proposition,  if  true,  a  corollary  follows,  aa 
conclttsively  and  inevitably  as  a  corollary  followa  from  a 
demonstration  of  any  proposition  in  Euclid,  that  the  con- 
atttution  of  the  United  States  is  no  effective  barrier  to 
the  action  of  Congress  on  the  right  of  property  in  a  ne- 
gro slave  to  alter  or  abolish  it. 

This  has  filled  my  mind  with  the  melancholy  anticipa- 
tions of  all  its  natural  and  awful  consequences^  and  this 
18  the  general  understanding,  as  far  as  I  am  informed  of 
the  meaning  and  import  of  that  vote,  which  has  caused 
80  much  dissailsfaction  in  so  many  who  are  interested-— 
to  many  of  the  slaveholding  community. 

I  have  heard  and  am  cheered  with  hope  that  such  is 
not  the  construction  put  on  this  vote  by  many  who  vo- 
ted, and  have  been  thus  underatood.  The  motion  to  re- 
consider would  seem  to  indicate  that  this  hope  is  not  en- 
tirely unfounded. 

In  the  few  considerations  that  I  shall  throw  out,  let 
me  then  avoid  every  thing  that  is  calculated  to  irritate 
and  unsettle  the  deliberate  judgment  of  gentlemen  in 
the  decision  they  shall  now  make  upon  this  momentous 
question,  so  full  of  consequences  of  learful  import.  Let 
roe  not  throw  out  any  thing  that  wears  the  appearance 
of  a  threat,  or  any  single  word  that  addreasea  itself  to 
passion  of  any  kind. 

Sir,  let  not  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Sutbibiavd]  imagine  that  any  question  of  order,  or 
any  question  as  to  time  and  manner  of  introducing  this 
aubject,  can  materially  affect  the  impression  that  this 
▼ote  will  make.  Knowing  that  my  own  confidence  waa 
greater  than  is  common  to  gentlemen  of  the  South,  and 
knowing  that  that  confidence  is  ahaken  to  its  founda. 
tions,  I  cannot  but  feel  that  the  confidence  of  others,  less 
firm  than  my  own,  must  be  shaken  also. 

Although  the  doctrines  of  the  abolitionists  give  good 
cause  for  uneasiness,  and  although  the  late  propoeition 
in  another  branch  of  this  Legislature,  to  incorporate  the 
Colonization  Society  in  this  District,  is  far  more  calcula- 
ted to  create  uneasiness;  yet  both  together,  and  all  that 
has  happened  before,  bear  no  comparison  to  the  belief 
that  Congress  will  assume  the  ground  that  they  may  re- 
ceive the  petitions  of  slaves;  that  the  constitution  is  no 
security  for  the  property  in  negro  slaves.  Nothing  can 
satiafy  us  while  we  are  even  lefl  in  doubt  on  this  ques- 
tion. The  point  has  been  made  and  seriously  urged,  not 
only  by  the  gentleman  from  MaasachusetU,  [Mr.  Adams,] 
but  by  others  also,  that  a  slave  has  the  right  to  petition. 
The  venerable  and  distinguished  gentleman  has  urged 
that  a  slave  in  the  streets  of  Constantinople  may  petition 
the  Grand  Seignor,  or  Grand  Mogul,  and  that  he  dare 
not  refuse  to  listen  to  him,  and  therefore  infers  that  a 
alave  may  petition  Congress;  if  he  can  prove  that  Con- 
gress are  the  masters  of  the  slaves,  here  his  cases  might 
be  analogous.  He  has  referred  to  the  right  of  a  British 
subject  to  petition.  In  that  case  all  are  free.  He  has 
urged  that  the  right  to  petition  is  older  than,  and  para- 
mount to,  the  conatitution.  All  this  goes  to  show,  if  it 
shows  any  thing,  that  the  constitution  does  not  secure 
the  property  in  a  slave.  The  constitution  was  formed  to 
protect  person  and  property.  This  argument  places  the 
whole  South,  person  and  property,  under  the  discretion 
and  at  the  mercy  of  a  majority  of  Congress;  and,  like  the 
Grand  Seignor,  in  Constantinople,  they  may  make  them 
fill  free  or  slaves,  at  their  pleasure. 


Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  taken  an  oath  to  support  the 
constitution.  That  constitution  was  framed  to  support 
this  and  all  other  property.  If,  then,  we  appeal  to  any 
powers,  rights,  or  reasons,  above  and  beyond  that  hiatru- 
ment,  we  diaregard  the  bond  which  is  the  only  obliga- 
tion and  contract  between  us;  and,  as  it  aeems  to  me, 
with  all  respect  to  the  opinions  of  others,  we  disregard 
the  oaths  we  have  taken  to  support  if.  It  is  in  vain  to 
put  the  case  of  a  slave  condemned  to  be  hanged  for 
crime,  and  applying  for  pardon,  with  no  one  to  apply 
to  but  us.  In  such  a  case  he  is  out  of  the  power,  custo- 
dy, and  protection,  of  his  master,  and  is  not  the  subject 
of  property.  Any  general  proposition  that  slaves  can 
petition  cannot  be  maintained  in  this  way.  The  law 
makes  provision  how  he  may  be  pardoned  without  ap- 
plying here.  The  faith  and  confidence  of  the  South  can- 
not be  restored  by  extravagances  of  this  sort. 

We  must  come  to  the  simple  question:  Do  you,  the 
majority,  mean  that  our  alaves  can  petition  Congress?  If 
so,  say  so^plainly,  calmly,  and  promptly.  If  not,  say 
the  reverse,  and  let  us  know  what  you  mean.  It  is  due 
to  U9,  and  to  yourselves,  that  you  ahould  be  now  under- 
stood upon  this  point.  I  hope  that  you  will  not  answer 
to  this  inquiry  under  any  party  drill,  as  is  supposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickbfs,]  but 
that  you  will  give  us  your  real  opinion.  I,  like  that 
gentleman,  wiah  the  South  to  know,  since  this  question, 
never  before  thought  of,  as  far  as  I  know,  has  been 
raised,  the  exact  truth.  I  wiah  the  South  to  know  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  I  do 
not  wish,  by  any  irritating,  provoking,  or  even  vindic- 
tive, and  much  less  by  appealing  to  the  tender  feelings 
of  kindness  and  sympathy,  to  aggravate  or  appeaae  any 
paasion  or  feeling,  but  to  get  from  the  House  a  coul  and 
deliberate  expression  of  opinion  on  this  point. 

I  csin  assure  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that 
my  course  has  not  been  produced  by  any  drill  on  either 
side.  I  am  certain,  however,  that  even  .this  question 
haa  been  made,  and  I  fear  will  continue  to  be  made, 
subject  to  the  inveterate  party  feelings  heated  to  frensy. 
In  auch  a  state  of  things  nothing  is  sacred.  I  know 
there  are  those  in  this  country,  of  all  political  seetf,  who 
are  willing  to  make  any  use  of  this  subject  of  negro  sla- 
very. I  am  and  have  been  daily  sensible  of  these  ope- 
rations going  on  around  me,  and  see  their  effects. 

Sir,  the  very  moment  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts put  his  question,  I  felt  it,  and  saw  it  in  all  its  sad 
consequences.  I  felt  nothing  but  sorrow  and  sadness. 
When  the  Chair  announced  to  the  House  that  it  was  a 
question  of  novelty  and  difiiculty»  I  felt  surprise,  and  even 
astonishment.  I  thought  it  was  so  easy  to  have  escaped 
any  further  trouble  about  it.  Not  much  acquainted 
with  questions  of  order,  I  became  somewhat  resigned  to 
this,  and  felt  a'ill  nothing  but  sonow  that  such  a  fire- 
brand should  have  been  thrown  in  among  u%  mingled 
with  a  dread  of  its  consequences,  until  a  gentleman  from 
New  York  (the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means)  attempted  to  make  sport,  and  turn  it  off  as  a 
"hoax"  or  a  <« joke,"  originating  in  the  South.  Sir, 
this  produced  in  me  feelings  of  any  kind  rather  than 
what  had  prevailed  with  me  before.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  was  <*  hoaxed"  it  was  his  misfortune, 
but  that  was  no  reason  why  an  attempt  should  be  made 
to  **  hoax"  us  in  so  solemn  and  serious  a  matter.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Suthiulavs]  re- 
lied upon  this  aa  some  excuse  for  the  introduction  of 
this  monstrous  proposition  in  this  House.  Gentlemen 
all,  and  surely  a  gentleman  who  has  stood  as  high,  and 
deservedly  so,  as  the  Ex-President,  must  be  taken  to  be 
serious  when  they  make  from  their  placea  propositions 
of  this,  or  indeed  of  any  kind,  be  they  what  they  may. 
When,  then,  a  gentleman  occupying  a  place  as  high  in 
this  House  and  this  country  as  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
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mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  proposed  to  treat  the  subject 
with  levity,  and  justify  the  introduction  of  a  paper  of  that 
kind  into  this  House,  and  a  proposition  so  fraught  with 
mischief,  upon  the  ground  that  some  one  from  the  South 
had  played  a  trick  on  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
I  was  struck  lirith  surprise,  as  well  as  with  other  emo* 
tions  tliafl  ne^  not  now  express  in  terms.  There  are 
things  of  #hich  sport  cannot  be  made;  and  this  is  one 
of  them.  What  would  you  think  of  a  man  that  would 
attempt  to  make  fun  of  death?  As  well  might  gentle* 
men  undertake  to  do  that. 

The  ladies  of  the  North  appear  to  be  very  anxious 
about  their  sisterhood  at  the  South.  God  bless  them, 
ST.  I  wish  them  all  happiness.  North  and  South,  in 
'  whatever  situation  they  may  be  found.  Let  me  not  say 
a  word  to  wound  or  offend  them;  but  I  am  persuaded 
they  give  themselves  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary  trouble 
about  us.  As  they  seem  to  have  set  out  as  valiant  chev- 
aliers determined  to  break  a  lance  in  defence  of  the  op- 
pressed, it  is  probable  that  any  appeal  to  them  looking 
like  a  regard  to  their  own  interest  would  be  coldly  re* 
ceived;  yet  I  would  modestly  say  to  them  that,  living 
among  the  people  myself,  I  have  some  chance  to  know 
something  about  the  effect  likely  to  be  produced  in  the 
South  by  their  interference;  and  I  am  afraid  the  bene- 
6ts  will  not  be  as  great  as  they  suppose.  I  will  say, 
sir,  to  the  gentlemen  and  ladies  of  the  North,  and  to  the 
gentlemen  from  that  quarter  in  this  House,  and  espe- 
cially to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Suth- 
xrlaitd]  who  last  spoke,  that  I  neither  ask  nor  despise 
the  sympathy  of  the  North,  or  of  him,  so  kindly  ex- 
pressed, but  that,  in  fixing  their  eyes  upon  our  dangert 
and  perils,  they  are  very  prone  to  forget  their  own. 
They  all  seem  to  forget  that,  while  they  kindle  up  strife, 
rebellion,  and  civil  war,  as  they  think,  only  in  the  South, 
and  weep  over  it,  the  flame  they  are  kindling  nnay  reach 
their  own  dwellings — ay,  sir,  may  break  out  first  in  their 
own  quarters.  While  they  fix  their  imsginations  upon 
kindling  fagots  and  smoking  habitations  in  the  South,  the 
real  flame  may  appear  bursting  loose  from  their  own  bed- 
chambers, their  own  dwellings;  and  their  own  wives,  hus- 
bandji,  friends,  and  children,  may  be  the  first  and  real 
sufferers.  I  do  not  address  myself  to  the  fears  or  passions 
of  any,  but  to  their  reason.  And,  sir,  if  zeal  has  lefr  any 
reason  remaining,  cannot  gentlemen  perceive  that  civil ^ 
war,  division,  and  disuuion,  with  all  their  horrid  conse- 
quences, cannot  be  confined  to  one  quarter  of  the 
Unloa  onlyf  Let  roe  address  myself  to  a  consideration 
that  will  bring  men  to  reflection,  if  any  thing  can — to 
dollars  and  cents.  If  men  cannot  think  of  their  own 
wives  and  children,  and  the  dangers  and  perils  that  will 
befall  them  on  account  of  their  imaginations  too  strongly 
dwelling  upon  the  dangers,  real  or  fancied,  they  think 
impending  over  our  wives  and  children,  they  may  be 
brought  to  feel,  or  their  huckstered,  adored  thousands 
and  millions  in  manfactories,  when  a  single  fagot  ap- 
plied would  reduce  them  all  to  ashes  and  smoke  in  an 
hour.  Do  tbey  suppose  that  there  is  no  discontent  in 
their  tfwil  cbuntryf  No  combustible  matter  that  would 
take  fire  from  a  spark  kindled  in  the  South?  However, 
it  is  useless  to  address  reason  to  those  whose  zeal  has 
caused  them  to  overlook  this. 

Xvhetber  we  sit  here  as  brothers,  consulting  upon  the 
common  welfare,  happiness,  and  prosperity,  of  our  com- 
mon family  and  country,  or  whether  one  portion  of  us 
is  making  claims  to  power  never  granted  over  the  other, 
whether  the  constitution  has  any  obligatory  force  to 
protect  our  property,  seems  now  about  to  be  decided. 
1  have  lived  in  friendship  and  at  ease,  mingling  equally 
with  men  here  from  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  no  man 
has  felt  mdre  gratefully  the  kindness  aod  friendship  of 
Northern  brethren,  and  acknowleged  it  more  openly  or 
frankly  than  I  have  dune,  or  returned  it  more  cordially. 


Yet,  sir,  if  they  claim  to  bold  our  property,  and  conse- 
quently our  safety  and  independence,  at  their  discretion, 
it  is  but  too  plain  that  this  claim  will  produce  any  other 
fruit  sooner  than  brotherly  love  and  kindness.  That 
however  the  personal  friendships  (no  other  cause  of  dif- 
ference existing)  may  continue  the  same,  and  probably 
in  most  instances  will  continue,  still  the  general  and 
final  result  will  and  must  be,  not  the  kind  and  gentle 
grasp  of  love  and  friendship,  but  the  Ungentle  grapple 
of  death;  and  the  issue  must  be  blood.  A  reflection  not 
more  terrible  to  one  than  to  the  other,  and  not  more  to 
either  than  to  all  men;  but  an  issue  to  be  deprecated,  aa 
should  also  all  things  calculated  to  lead  to  ir,  by  all 
men  in  their  sober  senses,  snd  from  which  may  God 
in  his  mercy  shield  me,  and  mine,  and  my  country! . 

Mr.  LANE  said  he  had  moved  the  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  takeh  upon  the  first  resolution,  for  the  purpose 
of  substituting  one  less  equivocal  in  its  character — ^a  res* 
olution  not  susceptible  of  any  and  every  possible  con- 
struction— that  shall  banish  all  doubt  from  the  mind  of 
the  good  man  and  the  patriot— that  shall  not  arm  the  fa- 
natic of  the  North,  or  the  discontented  politician  of  the 
South,  with  weapons  to  disturb  the  public  repose.  That, 
before  be  proceeded  to  assign  the  reasons  which  bad  in- 
duced this  course,  he  desired  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  while  he  should  set  himself  right  before  his  con- 
stituents, the  House,  and  the  country,  in  relation  to  thia 
subject.  It  was  one  upon  which  his  opinion  had  been 
made  up  long  before  he  had  a  seat  in  this  hall;  and 
since  which  he  had  seen  nothing,  heard  nothing,  to 
shake,  much  less  change  it,  either  in  reference  to  the 
power  of  Congress,  or  its  duty,  in  its  action  upon  aboli- 
tion petitions. 

That  Congress  have  no  power  to  interfere  with  sla- 
very, as  it  exists  in  the  States,  is  a  proposition  too  clear 
to  admit  of  a  doubt.  The  wildest  fanatic  does  not  claim 
this  power  on  the  part  of  Congress. 

That  Congress  does  possess  that  power  over  the  sub- 
ject, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  the  same  extent  witli 
the  States,  in  their  respective  jurisdictions,  to  his  mind, 
was  equally  true.  That,  while  he  honestly  entertained 
this  opinion,  he  was  free  to  state  that  its  exercise,  to  any 
extent,  would  be  injurious  to  that  species  of  property 
in  the  hands  of  the  owners  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
District,  and  fearfully  dangerous  to  the  tranquillity  of 
the  tJnion. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  what  do  these  petitioners,  called 
abolitionists  and  (by  way  of  contempt)  fanatics,  but  whom 
he  would  call,  whether  male  or  female,  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  call  upon  Congress  to  do?  To  abolish 
slavery  as  it  exists  in  the  States?  No,  sir.  To  interfere 
with  it  in  any  manner  in  the  States?  Certainly  not. 
They  set  forth  that,  in  their  opinion,  slavery,  in  the  ab- 
stract, is  a  great  moral,  political,  and  religious  evil,  and 
pray  for  its  abolishment  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to- 
gether with  the  slave  trade— a  traffic  carried  on,  within 
the  District,  as  inhuman  as  it  is  disgraceful  to  the  Ameri- 
can people.  That,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
the  D  strict  of  Columbia,  be  had  examined  the  jail,  the 
common  property  of  the  people  of  every  portion  of  thia 
Union,  and,  to  his  surprise,  be  found  that  prison  the 
common  receptacle  for  the  safe  keeping  of  slaves,  bought 
up  in  the  neighboring  States  by  the  dealers  in  human 
flesh,  and  there  detained  until  the  master  or  an  agent 
shall  find  it  convenient  to  drive  them  to  a  Southern  mar- 
ket; and  all  this  without  regard  to  comfort  or  conve- 
nience. In  cne  instance  he  found,  in  a  damp  loathsome 
room  of  eight  feet  square,  a  mother  and  six  or  seven 
children.  Nor  is  this  all.  Within  this  District  are  private 
prisons,  into  which  they  are  driven  in  droves,  and  kept 
for  weeks  and  months,  and  then  shipped  to  the  Suuth. 
This,  all  this  cruelly,  this  loathsome  suffering,  this  in- 
human traffic,  is  carried  on  in  open  day,  in  presence  of 
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the  American  people,  at  the  seat  of  liberty  and  boasted 
freedom.  It  is  this  cruel,  this  disgraceful  trade,  those 
petitioners  humbly  and  respectrully  pray  you  to  abolish. 
To  this  end,  to  remedy  this  evil,  (Mr.  L.  said,}  as  a 
member  of  this  House,  he  would  receive  these  petitions, 
refer  them,  and  act  upon  them  promptly  and  effectively. 
He  would  treat  them  kindly,  and  combat  their  errors 
with  reason.  Mr.  U,  sai^l  he  did  not  intend  in  these  re- 
marks to  include  the  individual  who  should  purchase  a 
slave  or  slaves  for  his  own  use,  or  part  with  those  for 
which  he  had  no  use. 

Mr.  L.  said,  upon  the  resolution  rejected,  reconsider- 
ed, and  now  a  substitute  proposed,  he  had  but  little  to 
tay.  He  had  voted  against  its  adoption,  moved  its  re- 
consideration, and  would  now  vote  most  cheerfully  for 
iU  substitute.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Pickbits]  says  he  voted  for  the  resolution 
because  that  punishing  a  member  for  presenting  a  peti* 
tion  from  slaves  was  conclusive  they  had  no  right  to  pe- 
tition; while  Mr.  L.  bad  voted  against  it  for  the  reason 
that  its  adoption  presupposed  a  Hgbt  in  the  slave  to  pe- 
tition. If  no  such  rig^ht  existed,  why'  resolve  that  it 
should  be  a  crime  to  present?  Why  not  resolve  at  once 
the  absence  of  the  right? 

Sir,  it  is  remarkable  that  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  alive  to  this  subject,  should  have  pre- 
sented to  thia  House  a  resolution  so  equivocal  in  its  lan- 
guage, so  doubtful  in  its  character.  What  is  the  lan- 
guage, what  the  meaning,  what  the  construction  it 
would  have  received  if  adopted? 

"  Resolved^  That  any  member  who  shall  hereafter  pre- 
sent any  petition  from  the  slaves  of  this  Union  ought  to 
be  considered  as  regardless  of  the  feelings  of  the  House, 
the  rights  of  the  Southern  States,  and  unfriendly  to  the 
Union,'* 

It  provided,  that  any  member  wito  shall  hereafter  pre- 
sent any  petition  from  the  slaves  of  this  Union.  The 
plain  and  inevitable  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  this 
sentence  are,  first,  that  the  members  of  this  House  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  presenting  such  petitions!  secondly, 
that  it  had  been  lawiul  to  do  so;  and,  lastly,  the  slave  not 
only  possessed  such  right,  but  bad  exercised  it. 

Sir,  had  this  resolution  been  adopted,  and  (rust  me, 
yoa  would  have  seen  the  disappointed  and  ambitious  pol- 
iticians of  the  South,  if  any  such  there  are,,  fanning  the 
flame  of  discontent}  yes,  upon  every  stump,  at  every 
muster.  In  every  hall,  soundmg  the  alarm,  danger,  dan- 
ger, disunion!  The  resolution  would  have  been  tor- 
tured into  any  and  every  possible  meaning,  to  prove  any 
and  every  thing.  It  would  have  been  rightly  denounced 
at  the  South  as  loosening  instead  of  drawing  the  cord 
upon  the  slave.  ^The  South  wuuldhave  been  in  a  polit- 
ical flame;  in  the  North,  the  politicians  would  have  blown 
the  tide  of  abolition  to  its  height,  and  all  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  administration.  In  the  face  of  all  this, 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pick- 
X5s]  says  the  rejection  of  such  a  resolution  has  driven 
the  South  to  the  fearful  precipice  of  disunion;  that  they 
tread  upon  volcanoes.  Sir,  it  was  the  rejection  of  that 
resolution  which  has  saved  them  from  the  precipice,  and 
calmed  the  troubled  spirit  of  the  volcano.  Let  honor- 
able gentlemen  from  the  South  join  with  their  real,  not 
pretended,  friends;  let  them  go  with  him  and  those  with 
whom  he  acted — with  the  friends  of  the  constitution,  of 
the  Union,  of  liberty,  of  equal  rights — with  the  demo- 
cratic party,  the  friends  of  the  administration,  in  the 
adoption  of  a  resolution,  in  its  language  pointed,  in  its 
meaning  clear  and  obvious.  A  resolution  that  all  who 
see,  hear,  or  read  ir,  shall  understand  it  as  one  msn — 
that  the  slaves  of  this  Union  have  no  right  (o  petition  Con- 
gress for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  Such  a  resolution 
will  be  understood  in  the  South,  and  will  be  satisfactory 
to  all.    The  fanatic  of  the  North  cannot  perrert  it^  nor 


the  honest  abolitionist  evade  it.  Mr.  L.  said,  in  con- 
clusion, that  now,  the  event  having  passed,  without 
being  in  any  degree  affected  by  this  exciting  'subject, 
and  with  reference  to  which  much  of  the  past  excite- 
ment may  be  attributeff ,  he  hoped,  for  the  tranquillity  'of 
the  nation,  of  the  business  of  this  Housei^be  resolution 
now  proposed  in  the  place  of  the  one  on^  fonfler  day 
rejected  would  be  adopted,  with  such  a  narjority  as 
shall  speak  peace  to  the  South,  and  that  cannot  be  mis- 
understood at  the  North. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  said  he  regretted  to  dif- 
fer from  his  honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Pickbits]  on  any 
question  of  such  interest  to  the  South  as  the  one  imme- 
diately pending;  but  he  felt  it  due  to  those  gentlemen 
who  had  shown  a  disposition  to  meet  this  question,  to 
say  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Penns)Ivania,  [Mr.  Ijtobrsoll,] 
because  he  believed  it  covered  all  the  material  points, 
if  not  the  whole  ground.  Although  be  did  not  feel  au- 
thorized to  take  the.  responsibility  of  accepting  it  as  a 
modification  of  his  resolution,  still  he  would  consider 
himself  justified  in  voting  for  the  amendment.  He  was 
glad  to  give  gentlemen  from  the  North  the  opportunity 
of  setting  themselves  right  on  this  subject;  and  although 
he  might  be  disposed,  under  certain  circumstance^  to 
cavil  for  the  ninth  part  of  a  hair,  yet  he  would  consider 
himself  ss  doing  that  which  was  most  improper  if  be 
were  to  split  hairs  on  a  question  like  the  present — a  ques- 
tion of  pacification.  He  considered  it  to  have  been  his 
duty  to  have  said  thus  much;  aqd,  if  he  had  not  mista- 
ken the  general  sentiment  of  the  South,  they  would  re- 
spond to  it. 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  of  yesterday,  directing  Mr.  Whit- 
ney to  be  brought  before  the  bar  of  the  House,  was  - 
adopted;  which  motion  was  entered,  and  lies  over.  [It 
being  a  privileged  question,  was  enteitafned  by  the 
Chair,  and  recorded.] 

The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs.  WISE, 
HARRISON  of  Missouri,  ASHLEY,  (the  last  two  gen- 
tlemen in  explanation.)  UNDERWOOD,  CRAIG,  and 
ANTHONY,  (the  latter  merely  urging  the  House  to  take 
the  question,  as  they  had  already  consumed  a  whole 
week  in  a  debate  which  could  in  no  way  >  benefit  the 
country,  any  portion  or  section  of  it,  or  even  a  solitary 
individual.) 

Mr.  TAYLOR  rose  amidst  loud  cries  of  <* question!" 
He  said  it  had  been  his  intention  to  submit  a  few  re* 
marks  to  the  House  in  support  of  his  proposition,  but 
he  was  admonished  by  the  loud  calls  of  "  question,'*  and 
would  most  cheerfully  yield  to  the  expressed  wish  of  the 
House.  His  chief  object  in  rising,  however,  was  to 
state,  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  having  of- 
fered a  modification,  asd  Mr.  T.  having  been  urged  by 
one  of  his  colleagues  to  accept  U,  he  had  then  declined, 
and  he  now  desired  to  give  a  single  resson.  He  had 
done  so  for  the  purpose  of  waiting  to  see  what  the  views 
of  other  members  were,  and  having  listened  attentively 
to  the  debate  in  its  progress,  be  bad  become  satisfied 
that  the  acceptance  of  that  amendment  as  a  modification 
of  his  own  would  insure  greater  harmony  in  tiie  House, 
which  being  all-important  in  the  consideration  and  dis- 
position of  the  question,  therefore  he  accepted  U* 

Mr.  T.  subsequently  explained  that,  in  accepting  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania^  he 
wished,  at  the  same  time,  to  retain  also  the  original  res- 
olution, to  come  in  after  Mr.  Ikobbsoll's,  and  form,  to- 
gether, one  distinct  proposition. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  read  certain  amendments  he  wish- 
ed to  move,  one  of  which  was  to  insert,  where  it  was  re- 
ferred to,  the  words  of  the  resolution  of  the  16th  of  Jan- 
uary, ordering  '*all  petitions,  memorials,  resolutions, 
and  papers,  relating  in  any  way,  or  to  any  extent  what- 
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tveVf  to  (he  subject  of  slavery,  or  the  abolition  of  sla- 
very," to  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  being  printed 
or  referred,  and  that  no  further  action  should  be  bad. 
thereon. 

Mr.  A.  then  addressed  the  House  at  length,  and  went 
on  to  show  that  he  was  in  no  way  responsible  for  the  de- 
bate which  had  occurred.  He  now  believed  (he  paper 
to  t^a  forgery  by  a  slaveholding  master,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  daring  him  to  present  a  petition  purporting  to 
be  from  slaves.  That  having  thus  reason  to  believe  it  a 
forgery,  he  should  not  present  it  as  a  petition,  whatever 
might  be  the  decision  of  the  House  on  the  question  be- 
fure  them.  If  he  should  present  it  all,  it  would  be  to 
invoke  the  authority  of  the  House  to  cause  the  author 
of  the  forgery  to  be  prosecuted  for  the  forgery;  which 
he  certainly  would  do,  if  there  were  a  competent  ju- 
dicial authority  to  try  the  offender,  and  be  could  require 
and  obtain  evidence  to  prove  the  fact. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  he  was  about  to  proceed  to  ad- 
dress some  remarks  to  the  House,  but  it  had  been  inti- 
mated to  him  that  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Masaachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  had  been  accepted. 

[Cries  of  no!  no!  order!  order!  question!  question!] 

Mr.  G.  said  he  would  tell  the  House,  once  for  all, 
that,  if  he  stood  there  until  to-morrow's  sun  should 
rise,  nothing  should  put  him  down  but  the  rules 
of  the  House.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  has  it  come  to  this, 
that  when  a  question  of  this  magnitude  is  under  discus- 
sion, involving  the  most  important,  and,  as  he  supposed, 
well-settled  principles  of  law,  and  when  gentlemen  dare 
not  to  have  resort  to  the  gag-law  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion, a  member  claiming  bis  privilege  here,  and  claim- 
ing to  be  heard  In  the  exercise  of  that  privilege,  is  to  be 
hunted  down  with  cries  of  "order!  order!  question! 
question?*'  I  am  the  last  man  to  be  silenced  in  that  way, 
nor  will  I  yield  the  floor. 

The  ground  he  had  taken  in  the  commencement  of 
this  controversy  was  well  known.  This  was  the  first 
moment  in  which  a  coldness  bad  ever  existed  between 
the  honorable  gentlefnan  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Ad- 
ams] and  himself.  ^Mr.  G.had  thought  that  that  gen- 
tleman bad  unneceasarily  thrown  into  the  Houae  a  ques- 
tion on  which  he  bad  not  been  well  advised,  and  on 
which  he  should  have  been  better  informed  before  be 
had  brought  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  tit 
(Mr.  G.)  had  no  disguise  on  this  subject.  Let  any  man 
,  present  here  a  petition  from  slaves,  in  reference  to  the 
question  or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  he  would  be  the 
first  man  to  record  his  vote  that  no  such  right  of  peti- 
tion existed.  The  institutions  of  our  country  had  been 
ao  established  that,  if  the  right  of  slaves  to  appear  in 
this  hall  and  petition  for  their  freedom  was  acknowl- 
edged, from  thkt  day  there  «t>uld  be  here  nothing  but 
a  continued  scene  of  anarchy  and  confusion.  This  was 
a  position  too  plain  to  be  controverted.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  abolitionists  contended  for  such  a 
doctrine,  for  he  knew  very  little  of  their  views  or  opin- 
iona^  nor  cUd  he  know  whether  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts himself  contended  for  it.  He  (Mr.  G.)  had 
very  little  to  say  as  to  the  probability  of  a  diamember- 
ment  of  tke  Union  arising  from  these  causes,  or  of  the 
wisdom  or  folly  of  legiblating  upon  these  abstract  prop- 
ositions. He  would  say,  however,  that  there  was  a 
point  beyond  which  he  would  not  go,  not  particularly 
in  reference  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  and 
his  position  now,  but  fur  the  great  cause  of  justice  to 
^very  citizen  who  should  be  placed,  here  or  elsewhere, 
on  his  trial.  The  Speaker  had  decided  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Pattoit]  still 
held  the  question  aa  one  of  priviltge*  that  resolution 
had  been  rejected { the  vote  had  been.reconsidered,  and 
the  House  now  again  stood  on  tt)^  same  que^ttion  of 
privilege  upon  which  it  had  yesterday  recorded  its  ver- 
dict. 


What  was  the  position  of  the  House f  He  would  ven- 
ture to  say  that  it  was  the  first  time,  since  the  formation 
of  this  Government,  that  the  House  had  been  called  on 
to  do  a  deed  like  the  present.  What  was  the  question 
of  privilege?  It  was,  whether  a  member  should  be 
brought  to  the  bar  for  an  alleged  disrespect  to  the 
House;  and  the  vote  of  the  House  upon  such  a  question 
is  a  judicial  rather  than  a  legislative  proceeding.  The 
power  of  punishing  for  contempt  is  one  inherent  in  all 
legislative  bodies,  to  protect  them  from  inault,  and  to 
enforce  their  authorityt  but  those  who  are  the  objects 
of  that  power  are  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  de- 
fendants in  courts  of  justice.  After  that  question  had 
been  discussed,  and  after  the  collected  reason  of  the 
House  had  seen  that  such  a  proposition  could  not  be 
sustained,  another  resolution  was  introduced,  which  had 
also  been  decided  to  be  in  order  as  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. The  judgment  of  this  House  bad  been  given. 
The  verdict  of  acquittal  had  been  entered  in  favor  of 
the  accused;  and  now,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
thia  nation,  after  having  been  solemnly  acquitted  here, 
as  in  a  court  of  justice  under  other  circumstances,  we 
were  called  on  to  open  this  verdict  of  acquittal  for  the 
new  action  of  the  Houae.  it  was  the  rich  prerogative 
of  that  justice  which  is  tempered  by  mercy  to  hold  out 
its  hopes,  its  blessings,  and  its  privileges,  to  the  accused, 
to  the  last  syllable  that  waa  possible.  When  a  verdict 
of  <'  guilty"  had  been  returned,  a  new  trial  might  be 
granted;  but  where  before  had  it  been  heard  that,  after 
the  innocence  of  an  accused  person  had  been  solemn- 
ly recorded,  he  should  again  be  brought  up  for  a  new 
trial  before  the  same  tribunal? 

It  is  a  well-settled  principle  in  law  that  no  man  shall 
be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  for  the  same  offence;  yet  here, 
after  the  legally  constituted  tribunal  of  our  country  has 
recorded  its  verdict  of  acquittal,  the  seals  of  that  verdict 
are  to  be  torn  open,  and  the  gentleman  from  Maaaacbu- 
setts  is  to  be  again  put  upon  his  defence;  for  it  is  useless 
to  deny  that,  if  the  resolution,  the  rejection  of  which  has 
been  reconsidered,  is  now  open  for  amendment  in  the 
manner  proposed,  it  is  equally  so  for  the  introduction  of 
a  proposition  of  censure  as  severe  as  that  upon  which 
this  discussion  commenced.  As  there  is  nothing  in  our 
rules  requiring  immediate  action  upon  a  motion  to  re- 
consider, it  is  in  fact  establishing  the  doctrine  that,  after 
thia  House  shall  have  passed  its  judgment  of  accjuittal 
upon  a  person  brought  to  the  bar  for  a  contempt,  it  can, 
at  any  time  thereafter,  open  that  verdict,  and  change  its 
decision  to  one  of  more  or  lets  severity  than  the  former, 
according  to  the  temper  of  the  House  at  the  moment  of 
its  action.  It  appeared  to  him  that  such  a  proposition 
was  too  monstrous  to  be  tolerated. 

Although  he  would  not  willingly  weary  the  attention 
of  the  House,  which  at  last  he  had  been  so  fortunate  aa 
to  secure,  he  would  detain  them  long  enough  (o  say  that 
the  position  he  had  taken  might  be  illustrated  by  instan* 
eesthat  would  occur  to  the  mind  of  every  gentleman  who 
heard  him,  and  which  were  freed  from  the  excitement 
with  which  this  question  was  mingled.  We  had  order- 
ed a  citizen  (R.  M.  Whitney)  to  the  bar  of  the  House, 
to  answer  for  an  alleged  contempt  towards  one  of  its 
committees,  and  he  will  probably  be  brought  before  us 
on  Monday.  Suppose  that,  after  a  full  action  of  the 
House  upon  his  cise,  a  resolution  should  be  passed,  and 
he  be  discharged  without  censure:  will  any  gentleman 
contend  that  such  a  vote  could  be  reconsidered,  and  this 
citizen,  for  the  same  act,  be  again  placed  upon  hia  de- 
fence? Or,  suppose  a  case  that  has  happened,  and  very 
probably  may  again  happen:  a  citizen  is  brought  to  our 
bar  for  a  breach  of  privilege,  consisting  in  an  assault  up- 
on a  member.  The  accused  is  acquitted  upon  the  testi- 
mony of  witnesses  to  the  transaction  who  chance  to  be 
present,  but  who  reside  in  remote  sections  of  the  Union. 
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What  would  be  thought  of  the  opening  of  such  a  ver- 
dict for  a  second  action  of  the  House— and  that,  too,  not 
at  the  request,  but  against  the  expressed  wishes,  ot  him 
who  had  been  once  pronounced  innocent^  Am  I  to  be 
told  that  the  testimony  upon  which  the  House  acted 
would  be  all  spread  upon  the  record,  to  guide  Us  judg- 
ment f  What  then?  Suppose  an  impeachment  by  this 
House,  and  an  acquittal  by  the  Senate:  is  there  a  gen- 
tleman here  who  will  contend  that  such  a  judgment 
could  he  reconsidered,  and  a  new  decision  be  made,  be- 
cause the  testimony  was  in  writing,  and  might  constitute 
the  basis  upon  which  to  rest  such  second  verdict  ? 

Mr.  G.  said  that  he  did  not  take  this  ground  from  any 
desire  to  shrink  from  the  reiiponsibility  of  meeting  the 
question  upon  the  petition  in  the  possession  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  [Ifr.  Adaxs.]  With  the 
exception  of  one  gentleman  from  that  section  of  the 
country  holding  itself  aggrieved,  he  (Mr.  G.)  had  been 
the  first  man  to  enter  his  protest  against  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  Stage  after 
stage,  in  these  proceedings,  be  had  entreated  gentlemen 
not  to  press  these  abstract  questions  upon  the  House, 
well  aware  that  the  decision,  however  made,  would  not 
result  in  good.  But  gentlemen  insisted  upon  a  recorded 
verdict  of  the  House,  which  resulted  in  favor  of  the  ac- 
cused; and  every  principle  of  justice  and  of  law,  in  this 
and  every  other  civilised  nation  upon  earth,  denies  the 
right  of  opening  this  record  of  innocence,  to^ive  a  chance 
for  a  verdict  of  guilt. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  he  bad  endeavored  to  obtain  the  floor 
before  the  question  upon  reconsideration  had  been  taken, 
but  had  been  cut  off*  by  the  rules  of  the  House.  He 
had  given  his  vote  against  such  reconsideration;  but  as 
he  believed  the  House  had  exceeded  its  powers  in  open- 
ing this  verdict  of  acquittal,  to  see  whether  a  new  trial 
would  not  produce  a  new  result,  he  should  not  vote  up- 
on any  of  the  propositions  then  before  them. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  he  congratulated  the  House 
and  the  whole  country  that  this  important  and  agitating 
auf>ject  was  about  to  assume  such  a  shape  as  that  all,  or 
nearly  all,  portions  of  the  House  might  and  would  unite 
in  doing  and  declaring  something  that  the  crisis  demand* 
ed.  He  had  voted  for  the  original  resolution  which  was 
rejected  day  before  yesterday,  and  the  vote  to  reject 
which  bad  just  been  reconsidered.  In  voting  fur  it,  he 
bad  no  difficulties  or  scruples  to  overcome.  He  believ- 
ed in  one  and  all  of  the  propositions  which  it  either  ex- 
pressed or  implied.  He  would  be  ashamed  of  himself, 
if  he  ever  could  have  supposed  that  slaves  had  a  right  to 
petition  this  body,  or  any  legislative  body  of  any  State 
where  slavery  ex>sts{  nor  bad  he  any  doubt  of  the  sound* 
nees  or  justness  of  the  proposition,  that  if  any  gentleman 
should  hereafter  present  a  petition  from  slaves,  he  would 
justly  expose  himself  to  the  displeasure,  if  not  the  cen- 
sure, of  this  House.  The  idea  that  slaves  had  a  right  to 
petition  the  American  Congress  was  indeed  too  mon- 
strous to  justify  any  labored  attempt  at  refutation;  but  at 
the  same  time  he  was  well  satisfied  that  the  vote  upon 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Pat- 
Tozr]  was  not  an  expression  of  the  sense  of  a  majority  of 
this  House  upon  the  abstract  right  of  slaves  to  petition. 
He  believed,  he  hoped,  for  the  honor  of  the  nation,  that 
there  were  not  twenty  members  in  this  House  who  be- 
lieved in  the  abstract  right  of  slaves  to  petition  Congress. 
At  the  same  time,  he  knew  that  the  vote  of  Thurs.lay, 
which  he  (Mr.  Y.)  so  much  deplored,  was  not  a  fair  ex- 
ponent of  the  sense  of  the  majority  of  this  House  as  to 
the  right  of  slaves  to  petition,  as  would  be  demonstrated 
by  the  vote  wliich  would  now  soon  be  given. 

It  would  be  recollected  that  the  resolution  which  was 
just  reconsidered  contained  some  two  or  three  proposi- 
tions, so  connected  as  to  be  indivisible;  propositions  in 
one  of  which  gentlemen  might  believe,  and  disbelieve 


the  residue.  A  gentlenMn  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Par- 
kib]  had  moved  a  division  of  the  resolution  of  the  gen-' 
tieman  from  Virginia,  so  as  to  get  a  vote  upon  each  dis- 
tinct proposition;  and  the  Chair  very  properly  decided 
that  the  resolution  was  so  worded,  that  if  the  vote  upon 
the  first  proposition  were  taken,  no  distinct  independent 
substantive  proposition  would  be  left,  and  the  resolution 
was  not  therefore  susceptible  of  division.  It  was  to*  be 
swallowed,  then,  as  one  unbroken  dose.  Many  g^le- 
men,  to  his  (Mr.  V's)  knowledge,  had  voted  against  it,* 
because  they  supposed  it  involved  a  very  severe  censure 
upon  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [vlr. 
Adaxs;]  others  voted  against  it  because  it  impeached,  in 
advance,  as  they  supposed,  the  motives  of  tome  honora- 
ble member  of  this  House,  who,  under  some  very  pecu- 
liar circumstances,  might  hereaAer  deem  it  a  duty  to 
present  a  petition  from  a  slave.  As  a  whole,  therefore, 
they  voted  against  it,  though,  as  I  well  know,  they  be- 
lieved that  slaves  have  constitutionally  no  right  to  peti- 
tion Congress.  And  yet  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pickbvs]  has  told  us  that  he  did 
not  vote  upon  the  motion  to  reconsider,  because  he  be- 
lieves that  the  vote  of  Thursday  was  a  fair  exponent  of 
the  sense  of  a  majority  of  this  House  upon  the  abstract 
right  of  slaves  to  petition !  The  gentleman's  course  was 
no  doubt  a  conscientious  one;  but  be  entreated  him  to 
review  a  resolution  which  he  (Mr.  V.)  feared  he  had 
too  precipitately  formed.  Was  the  stand  he  had  taken 
kind  to  those  gentlemen  of  the  North  who  had  for  the 
last  two  years  so  firmly  co-operated  with  us,  here  and 
elsewhere,  in  all  measures  that  were  calculated  to  frus- 
trate the  mischievous  doings  of  Northern  abolitionists? 
Was  it  not  any  thing  but  charitable?  I  tell  the  gentle- 
man that  I  know,  because  they  have  told  me  so,  that 
many  gentlemen  from  the  North  voted  in  the  majority 
on  Thursday,  because  they  supposed  that  the  reiolution 
then  negatived  implied  a  severe  imputation  upon  the 
motives  of  the  gentleman  from  Massschusetts. 

And  does  he  still  adhere  to  the  sentiment  that  that 
resolution  is  a  fair  exponent  of  the  sense  of  the  majority 
of  this  House,  and  is  he  still  unwilling  to  aid  gentlemen 
in  any  effort  they  may  make  to  set  themselves  right  be- 
fore this  House  and  this  nation?  Suppose  that  whole 
numbers  of  Northern  gentlemen  should  rise  in  their 
places,  and  tell  us  that  they  did  not  believe  in  the  right 
of  slaves  to  petition,  but  that  they  voted  in  the  negative 
on  Thursday,  because  the  resolution  then  under  con- 
sideration implied,  as  they  supposed,  a  most  unmerited 
and  cruel  impeachment  of  the  motives  of  an  honorable 
member  of  this  House:  would  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  still  pertinaciously  adhere  to  his  faith?  Would 
he  still  persist  in  the  course  he  had  prescribed  for  him* 
self?  He  appealed  to  that  gentleman's  high  sense  of 
justice,  and  he  appealed  ta  bis  regard  for  the  past  ef* 
forts  of  Northern  gentlemen  to  put  down  the  abolitionists, 
and  to  his  regard  for  that  great  Southern  interest  which 
was  assailed  by  the  petitions  with  which  fanatics  were 
constantly  pestering  us.  Sir,  said  Mr.  V.,  I  will  not 
impeach  the  motives  which  have  influenced  any  ge^tte* 
men  in  the  course  they  have  seen  fit  to  pursue  in  re]a« 
tion  to  this  sgitating  subject.  They  are  doubCleas  pa- 
triotic. But  I  will  take  occasion  to  say,  that  as  a  North- 
ern man,  opposed  with  all  my  aoul  to  the  mad  schemes 
of  the  Northern  abolitionists,  and  feeling  the  full  weight 
of  obligation  that  rests  upon  me  to  fulfil  that  sacred 
compact  of  the  constitution— not  to  interfere  with  the 
domestic  relations  of  our  Southern.brethren,  my  incen- 
tives to  duty  have  by  no  means  been  strengthened  by 
the  speeches,  the  doctrines,  and  the  propositions,  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  Arom  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
PicKBzrs,]  and  of  other  Southern  gentlemen  who  have 
advocated  his  policyi  his  views,  and  his  measures,  upon 
this  sukj^cct.     We  have  fur  the  last  two  years  beard 
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much  here  to  trj  our  patience,  ir  not  to  abate  our  zeal 
in  the  good  cause.  We  had  heard  entirely  too  much  of 
blood  and  disunion;  too  much  hurling  oF  defiance,  to 
afford  us  encouragement,  to  stimulate  us  to  renewed 
vigor  in  the  ,path  of  duty.  Sir,  there  are  many  South- 
ern gentlemen  who  do  not  seem  to  appreciate  our  posi- 
tion at  the  North.  We  now  have,  and  always  will  have, 
fools  and  fanatics  there,  as  well  as  elsewhere.  We 
know  we  can  kee^hem  in  subjection,  if  their  arms  are 
not  nerved,  and  their  ranks  are  not  thickened,  by  the  in- 
discretion of  our  Southern  brethren.  It  is  at  the  North 
where  the  battle  against  the  abolitionists  is  to  be  fought. 
Wc  will  do  the  work  for  you,  my  friends  from  the 
South,  nobly  and  gallantly;  but,  in  the  name  of  justice, 
cheer  and  encourage  us  with  your  kindness  and  friend- 
ship, instead  of  irritstiag  us  with  menace,  with  denuncia- 
tion, and  ebullitions  of  defiance.  Do  not  propose  meas- 
ures so  harsh  and  unreasonable  as  to  drive  from  us  any 
of  that  great  moral  thinking  mass  of  Northern  popula- 
tion, that  now  sustains  and  encourages  us  in  our  efforts 
to  put  down  the  abolitionists.  Think,  gentlemen,  be- 
fore you  speak;  look  before  you  leap.  Recollect  that 
the  boldest  measures  are  not  al^vays  the  wisest  and  most 
politic  measures.  Do  not  unconsciously  play  into  the 
hands  of  Northern  incendiaries,  by  asking  us  to  vote  for 
propositions  which  our  constituents  of  the  North  may  re- 
gard as  violations  of  the  constitution.  Do  not  ask  us  to 
deny  to  freemen  the  right  of  petition,  however  deluded 
they  may  be.  Be  assured  that  you  are  not,  by  such  a 
course,  subserving  the  great  interest  you  have  so  near 
at  heart.  It  is  calculated  to  increase  our  difficulties  at 
home,  and  reinforce  the  enemy  you  wish  to  subdue.  J 
conjure  Southern  gentlemen  to  think  of,  to  appreciate, 
these  considerations.  They  are  dictated  by  a  spirit  of 
friendship,  by  a  spirit  of  fidelity  to  the  constitution. 
Think  yoQ  not  that  harsh  speeches  and  harsh  measures 
operate  against  your  cause?  An  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Phtckitbt,]  in  the  ardor  of 
debate,  had  resorted  to  a  simile  which,  if  true,  might 
rather  have  been  waived.  lie  told  us  that  he  would  as 
soon  believe  that  a  cow  or  a  horse,  a  dog  or  a  cat,  had 
a  right  to  petition,  as  that  a  negro  slave  bad  a  right  to 
petition  this  House.  Speeches  like  these,  and  measures 
that  are  akin  to  them,  furnish  texts  from  which  aboli- 
tionists will  write  and  preach  whole  volumes.  Let  South- 
ern gentlemen  temper  their  valor  with  a  little  discre- 
tion, and,  my  word  for  it,  all  will  yet  be  well.  We  of 
the  North,  the  great  mass  of  the  North,  will  fulfil  the 
compact  to  the  letter  and  spirit.  We  recognised  your 
property  in  slaves  when  we  entered  into  solemn  cov- 
enant and  union  with  you.  We  solemnly  agreed  that 
slaves  should  form  part  of  the  basis  of  your  representa- 
tion OR  this  floor;  and,  until  we  become  wretches,  and 
wholly  insensible  to  the  obligations  of  covenant  and 
duty,  we  will  faithfully  fulfil  the  compact. 

It  was  necessary  that  he  should  say  a  few  words  as  to 
the  right  of  slaves  to  petition.  He  was  surprised  that 
any  intelligent  gentleman  bad  seripusly  contended  for 
tb&  right.  It  was  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of 
property  in  slaves,  which  all  who  understood  the  rela- 
tion of  master  and  alave  must  admit  to  exist.,  A  slave 
is  not  a  citizen  in  the  eye  of  the  constitution.  His  po- 
litical existence  is  merged  in  that  of  his  master.  He 
cannot  prosecute  in  your  courts  of  justice;  he  cannot 
petition  your  legislative  assemblies.  Sir,  I  know  enough 
of  the  sentiments  of  the  State  which  1  have  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent  to  feel  assured,  that  before  slavery 
waft  abolished  in  New  York,  a  proposition  to  present  a 
petition  from  slaves  to  the  New  York  Itegislature  would 
hsve  been  regarded  as  an  insult.  It  would  have  awaken- 
ed there  as  great  a  measure  of  indignation  as  has  been 
here  exhibited  within  the  last  five  da}  s.  Sir,  what  has 
the  Legislature  of  New  York  lately  done  to  indicate  its 


abhorrence  of  the  movements  of  modern  abolitionists.^ 
A  petition  was  there  very  recently  presented  to  enlarge 
the  political  rights  of  free  negroes;  emanating,  no  doubt, 
from  the  same  sources  that  are  constantly  agitating  us 
here;  and  eoinafanti  that  it  was  presented,  its  prayer 
was  indignantly  rejected  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote 
of  the  popular  branch  of  the  New  York  Legislature. 
There  was  little  or  no  sympathy  for  abolitionists  there. 
New  York  is  sound  to  the  core  upon  this  subject;  and 
he  had  no  fear  that  she  would  ever  become  otherwise. 
An  honorable  gentleman  from  Msssachusetts  [Mr. 
CuaHixe]  had  favored  us  with  a  very  eloquent  and  able 
speech,  a  few  days  ago;  but  the  great  defect  of  it  was, 
that  it  did  not  meet  the  true  question.  Admit  that  the 
right  of  petition  is  pre-existent  to  and  independent  of 
the  constitution,  the  question  still  recurs,  whether  it  is 
not  to  freemen,  and  to  freemen  alone,  that  it  attaches. 
The  constitution  secures  to  the  people  the  right  pesce- 
ably  to  assemble  and  petition  the  Government  for  a  re- 
dress of  grievances.  Had  any  one,  before  to-day,  ever 
dreamed  that  the  appellation  of  *<  the  people"  embraced 
slaves }  Sir, !  hesitate  not  to  declare  that,  were  I  a  Southern 
man,  I  would  not  submit  to  the  doctrine  that  slaves  have 
a  right  to  petition,  if  Congress  were  ever  mad  enough  to 
sanction  it.  Nay,  I  go  further,  and  declare  that,  as  a 
Northern  man,  I  would  not  submit  to  it.  I  would  not 
brook  the  degradation  of  listening  to  and  entertaining 
that  which  it  belongs  to  freemen  alone  to  addreas  to  us. 
The  honorable  ipentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Ad- 
ams] had  fancied  and  stated  some  cases  in  which  it 
might  be  expedient  to  entertain  a  petition  from  a  slave. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  V.,  I  could  have  hoped  that  that  gentleman 
was  too  sound  a  logician  to  suppose  that  extreme  aod 
far-fetched  cases  against  a  proposition  prove  its  unsound- 
ness. On  the  contrary,  the  maxim  txeeptio  probai  regU' 
lam  was  a  sound  maxim  of  law  and  philosophy.  The 
gentleman  had  supposed  the  case  of  a  slave  wandering 
or  driven  into  a  foreign  country,  and  there  cruelly  op- 
pressed. He  asks,  would  you  not  entertain  a  petition 
for  his  relief?  Suppose,  sir,  you  should  here  psss  a 
broad  and  sweeping  resolution,  that  petitions  should  not 
be  received  from  slaves,  and  that  any  gentleman  who 
should  thereafter  present  such  petition  would  be  regard- 
ed as  insulting  the  House.  Suppose  that,  after  this,  a 
gentleman  should  rise  in  his  place,  and  state  that  he  had 
received  a  petition  from  an  American  slave  in  a  foreign 
country,  who  was  there  most  cruelly  oppressed;  that  he 
had  endeavored  to  find  his  msster,  l>ut  had  not  been 
able  to  find  him;  that  he  submitted  it,  most  respectfully, 
to  the  House^  to  determine  whether  it  would  receive 
such  petition,  and  the  House  were  to  determine,  as 
matter  of  grace  and  favor,  that  the  petition  should  be 
received:  would  this  extreme  case  prove  the  unsound- 
ness of  the  general  proposition  that  slaves  have  constitu- 
tionally no  right  to  petition?  No,  sir;  it  would  not  mil- 
itate against  the  soundness  of  the  general  rule.  But, 
even  in  such  a  case,  the  proper  course  would  be  for  the 
slave  to  lay  his  case  before  our  minister  or  consul  abroad. 
Let  the  minister  or  consul  communicate  the  facts  to  your 
Executive,  and,  if  be  regards  it  as  a  case  requiring  legis- 
lative interposition,  let  him  communicate  it  to  Congress. 
I  deny,  therefore,  that,  even  under  such  extreme  cir- 
cumstances, a  slave  would,  as  matter  of  strict  right,  have 
a  right  directly  to  petition  Congress.  And  was  it  indeed 
so  very  strange  that  this  rigbt  of  petition  was  not  a  uni- 
versal right?  He  appealed  to  his  friends  and  colleagues 
from  the  North,  whether  there  were  not  some  persons 
in  our  section  of  the  Union  legally  incapable  of  petition- 
ing even  your  courts  of  justice.  An  infant,  a  person 
under  tweniy-one  years  of  age,  can  there  only  petition 
a  judicial  tribunal  by  his  guardian  or  next  friend.  Tell 
me  not,  then,  that  the  right  of  petition  to  courts  of  jus- 
tice or  legislative  bpdies  is  a  universal  right;  that  it  is 
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not  modified  or  limited  by  the  lawi  and  relations  of  so- 
ciety. He  would  not  longer  discuss  this  point.  He  had 
already  dwelt  too  long  upon  it.  To  discusi  it  was  paying 
too  much  respect  to  it.  It  was  a  point  which  be  could 
have  hoped  would  never  have  been  mooted  in  an  Amer- 
ican Congress. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  V.,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  At  the 
same  lime  that  I  regret  the  indiseretions  that  flow  from 
the  deep  feeling  of  the  South  upon  this  agitating  sub- 
ject, I  feel  every  disposition  to  make  very  liberal  allow- 
ances  for  the  feeling  which  there  prevails,  and  which  is 
the  parent  of  these  indiscretions  to  which  I  have  advert, 
cd.  Be  assured,  sir,  that  all  that  stanch  and  thinking 
portion  of  the  North  which  is  able  to  appreciate  the  ben- 
efits and  is  disposed  to  fulfil  the  obligations  that  result 
from  our  glorious  Union  regard  the  sensitiveness  of  our 
Southern  brethren  as  being  by  no  means  dnnatural.  A 
great  portion  of  the  South  imagines  that  a  conspiracy  is 
going  on  in  the  non-slaveholding  States  against  their 
property;  nay,  more  than  this:  that  instruments  are 
there  being  sharpened,  to  be  put  in  the  hand  of  the 
Southern  slave,  and  to  be  raised  against  his  maater. 
That  this  apprehension  was  a  deep  if  not  a  growing  one 
he  (Mr.  V.)  was  fully  aware.  But  was  it  not  very  prob- 
arble  that  the  natural  fears  of  our  Southern  friends  should 
a  little  magnify  the  dangers  that  actually  existed.'  So 
far  as  his  experience  and  observation  extended,  he  felt 
justified  in  saying  that  the  abolitionists  had  the  faculty 
of  making  a  great  deal  of  noise,  and  creating  the  great- 
est sensation,  with  very  little  materials.  When  at  home, 
he  beard  very  little  of  tym.  Once  in  a  while  they 
would  honor  him  with  a  paper,  which  served  no  other 
office  but  to  light  a  candle  or  ignite  a  segar. 

But  as  to  any  evidence  of  the  fact  which  some  South- 
ern gentlemen  were  constantly  putting  to  us,  that  the 
abolitionists  were  growing  so  rapidly  and  alarmingly  in 
strength  and  consequence,  be  must  confess  that  he  (Mr. 
v.)  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  its  actual  existence. 
From  what  he  knew  of  them,  he  would  say  that  they 
seemed  to  be  very  well  versed  in  the  game  of  **  brag;" 
but  when  their  actual  hand  came  to  be  tested,  it  would 
turn  out  net  to  be  by  a  tenth  part  so  formidable  as  they  ' 
pretended.  Did  the  number  of  petitions  and  the  num- 
ber  of  petiiioners  whose  names  were  paraded  to  us  here 
form  any  juat  criterion  by  which  to  determine  their 
strength?  U%  was  speaking  in  the  hearing  of  men  who 
were  too  familiar  with  the  facility  with  which  names 
were  procured  to  petitions,  to  suppose  that  any  formi- 
dable arrty  of  names  to  these  petitions  furnished  any  just 
cause  of  alarm.  Sir,  you  can  get  thousands  of  signatures 
in  every  community  to  almost  any  petition,  praying  for 
the  most  preposterous  objects  in  nature.  One  of  the 
wisest  and  most  accurate  observers  of  men  and  things 
that  this  or  any  other  country  had  ever  produced  once 
remarked  that  he  had  made  it  a  point  never  to  pay  much 
attention  or  attach  much  importance  to  any  paper  or 
petition  that  had  more  than  one  name  or  signature  to  it; 
that  there  was  no  responsibility  any  where,  when  vast 
numbers  thus  united.  Petitions  formed  the  roost  falla- 
cious evidence  in  the  world  of  public  opinion.  If  they 
were  so  in  relation  to  ordinary  matters,  he  had  knowledge 
enough  to  feel  authorized  to  say  that  they  were  emphati- 
cally so  in  relation  to  this  subject.  He  had  had  abundant 
evidence  of  it  since  the  abolitiunists  had  commenced  their 
mad  and  impracticable  work.  They  had  never  done  him 
the  honor  to  intrust  him  (Mr.  V.)  with  any  of  their  pe- 
titions for  presentation  here.  Perhaps  they  knew  his  sen- 
timents too  well  upon  this  question  to  intrust  him  with 
them.  A  petition  from  his  district  had,  however,  been 
presented  by  One  of  his  colleagues,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress.  He  had  had  the  curiosity  to  cast  his  eye  over 
it,  and  found  it  headed  by  a  most  influential  gentleman. 
Mr.  Y.  immediately  addressed  him  a  note,  informing  him 
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that  his  valuable  and  influential  name  had  thus  arrived 
here,  and  was  perverted  to  most  mischievous  and  incen- 
diary purposes;  and  the  gentleman  very  promptly  re- 
turned him  a  letter,  requesting  him  to  withdraw  his 
*name,  and  informed  him  of  the  circumstances  under  which 
he  had  thoughtlessly  put  his  signature  to  this  petition. 
Before  the  abolition  question  had  become  one  of  fearful 
interest  or  notoriety^  a  tnulatto  man,  a  barber,  who  was 
accustomed  every  morning  to  shav^  the  .petitioner,  one 
day  presented  to  him  in  his  shop  this  ..petition,  and  he 
signed  it  hastily,  and  without  the  least  reflection. 

A  great  proportion  of  the  other  petitioners  signed  it, 
no  doubt;  thoughtlessly  as  did  this  gentleman;  and  when 
presented  here,  the  friends  of  the  abolition'ists  claim,  and 
gentlemen  from  the  South  seem  too  readily  to  fear,  that 
petitions  like  these  constitute  something  like  evidence 
of  public  opinion  at  the  North.  He  (Mr.  Y.)  could  have 
hoped  that  we  had  had  too  much  experience  upon  this 
point,  within  the  last  four  years,  to  confide  too  readily  in 
the  force  of  such  evidence.  We  could  not  so  soon  have 
forgotten  the  flood  of  petitions,  the  countless  namea  of 
petitioners,  which  were  poured  in  upon  us  during  the 
memorable  panic  aession.  From  these  documents  it 
seemed  that  whole  communities  were  unanimous  in  their 
anxiety  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  not  one  tenth  of  ihe  elec- 
tors of  this  country  would  sustain  the  President  in  this 
great  measure.  The  election,  the  true  test  of  public 
opinion,  came  en,  and  where  then  were  these  armies 
of  petiiioners?  Let  the  elections  of  1834  answer. 
Why,  then,  sir,  with  all  the  lessons  of  experience  before  * 
us,  telling  us  how  deceptive  is  that  evidence  of  public 
opinion  which  Is  derived  from  petitions,  should  our 
friends  from  the  South  so  readily  take  alarm  from  abo- 
lition petitions.'  We  have  had  excitements  st  the  North, 
arising  from  other  causes,  which  swept  like  a  tornado 
over  our  region;  excitementa  that  originated  in  the  best 
and  pure.4t  feelingfs  of  our  nature,  but  which,  unfortu- 
nately for  the  results  which  they  at  first  promised,  soon 
became  intermingled  with  the  political  struggles  of  the 
day.  He  need  hardly  say  that  he  alluded  to  the  anti- 
masonic  excitement,  which  was  a  pure  and  hallowed  in- 
dignation at  a  most  barbarous  outrage  upon  the  person 
of  an  American  citizen,  and  remained  so  until  old  political 
hacks,  broken-down  politicians,  mounted  the  whirlwind 
which  it  raised,  for  the  purpose  of  riding  into  those  high 
places  which  they  could  never  reach  without  some  most 
unnatural  and  factitious  aids.  It  had  its  day  in  the 
State  where  it  originated,  and  was  now  on  the  wane. 
Though  pure  in  its  inception,  the  moment  it  was  pervert- 
ted  to  political  purposes,  the  people  had  sagacity  enough 
to  see  the  mischievous  ends  to  which  it  was  attempted  to 
be  prostituted,  and  firmness  enough  to  resist,  and  suc- 
cessfully resist,  its  onward  strides.  Imposing  as  it  once 
was  pMTe  as  it  wss  in  its  origin,  it  could  not  secure, 
to  those  who  mounted  it  as  a  hobby,  political  power 
in  the  State  where  it  had  its  blnh.  Sir,  the  fate  of 
that  excitement  is  to  the  friends  of  the  Union,  the  friends 
of  the  South  at  the  North,  an  ample  guarantee  that  .the 
abolition  excitement  can  never  be  successfully  perverted 
there  to  party  purposes.  It  has  not  the  aliment  of  prin- 
ciple and  justice  lo  sustain  and  feed  it,  wtfich,  before  it 
was  turned  to  political  ends,  Ihe  anti-masonic  excitement 
couU  boast.  It  cannot,  it  will  not,  be  a  means  of  se- 
curing political  power,  though  demagogues  and  unprin- 
cipled men  may  endeavor  to  render  it  so.  A  great  ma- 
jority of  the  Northern  people  are  a  reading,  a  thinking, 
and  a  reasoning  people.  They  are  devotedly  at- 
tached to  the  Union,  and  will  not  contribute  to  any 
state  of  things  that  might  possibly  blot  out  a.  atar  or  a 
stripe  from  the  banner  that  floats  over  it.  When  road 
or  desperate  mai  shall  propose  to  turn  the  abolition  ex- 
citement to  party  purposes,  we  know,  sir,  that  with  the 
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people  of  the  North  discomfiture  will  be  their  doom. 
The  weapons  of  truth,  of  ari^uroent,  and  of  patriotism, 
are  ag^ainst  them.  We  will  then  be,  as  we  have  hitherto 
been,  faithful  to  our  Southern  brethren.  We  will  tell 
our  constituents  of  the  obligations  imposed  4ipon  them- 
by  the  constitution.  We  will  tell  them  that  the  free- 
men of  the  North  and  the  freemen  of  the  South  fought 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  in  the  great  struggle  of  the  Revo- 
lution, for  the  rich  blessings  we  now  enjoy;  that  when 
your,  independence  was  announced  to  the  world,  each 
State  was  soveneign  and  independent,  and  that  the  insti- 
tution of  domestic  slavery  then  existed  in  most,  if  not  in 
all,  of  the  old  thirteen  States;  that  the  w^arm  ciimate  of 
the  Southern  Stutes  disabled  the  white  man  from  effi- 
ciently laboring  there;  and  that  this  circumstance  had 
contributed  to  render  the  slave  property  of  the  South 
a  great  and  most  vital  interest;  that  common  safety 
and  common  interest  required  a  bond  of  Union  for 
States  that  had  so  fret  ly  poured  out  their  blood  and 
treasure  for  the  rich«inheritance  we  now  enjoy;  that  our 
Southern  friends  would  not  enter  into  such  bond  of 
un'on  with  us  without  some  stipulations  or  pro- 
visions, in  the  articles  of  Hnion,  by  which  their 
properly  in  slaves,  this  great  Southern  interest,  might 
be  saved  from  losses  and  hszard*,  that  might  other- 
wise have  resulted  from  the  Union;  that,  for  the 
great  purposes  of  <*  forming  a  more  perfect  Union, 
establishing  justice,  insuring  domestic  tranquillity,  pro- 
viding for  the  common  defence,  promoting  the  gene- 
ral welfare,  and  securing  the  blessings  of  liberty  to 
themselves  and  their  posterity,*'  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  did  solemnly  ordain  and  estublisb  a  constitu- 
tion for  the  United  States  of  America.  That  this  sscrtd 
instrument  expressly  recognises  this  property  in  slaves, 
and  establishes  it  as  part  of  the  basis  of  representation 
on  this  floor;  that  it  prohibited  Congress,  prior  to  the 
year  1808,  from  passing  sny  law  to  preclude  the  import- 
ation of  slaves  into  the  States,  that  it  compels  the  peo- 
ple of  one  State  to  deliver  up  to  the  owners  fugitive 
slaves  from  another  State.  We  will  appeal  to  the  du- 
ties and  obligations  that  flow  from  this  solemn  compact, 
this  sacred  instrument,  which  has  been  the  source  of  so 
much  happiness  and  prosperity,  and  will  boldly  ask  the 
people  of  the  North,  *'  will  you  dihhonor  those  fathers 
who,  in  ordaining  the  constitution,  were  actuated  by  the 
high  and  affectionate  motive  of  'securing  the  blessings 
of  libeity  to  themselves  snd  their  posterity,'  by  violating 
one  jut  or  tittle  of  the  covenants  into  which  they  entered 
for  such  high  and  hallowed  purposes?"  Sir,  we  know 
what  will  be  the  response.  They  will  greet  us  with 
their  benedictions  for  our  exertions  here  to  save  the 
constitution,  and  nobly  say  to  us,  <*  we  will  not  dishonor 
our  fathers  by  violating  what  they  have  so  wisely  and 
solemnly  ordained;  we  will  not,  from  a  false  and  mistaken 
philanthropy,  do  or  suffer  to  be  done  aught  that  may 
tend  to  tear  and  scatter  into  fragments  our  great  and 
glorious  Union." 

And  suppose,  sir,  that  we  should  then  be  told  that 
the  abulittonists,  in  the  petitions  they  address  to  Con- 
gress, do  not  propose  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the 
States;  that  they  only  ask  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  We  would  still  cuntmue  our 
expostulations,  with  a  perfect  confidence  of  triumph  and 
success*  We  would  tell  our  friends  of  the  North,  that 
when  Virginia  and  Mar>land  ceded  to  the  United  States 
jurisdiction  over  this  ten  miles  square,  they  were  both, 
and  now  are,  slaveholding  States.  We  would  ask  them, 
had  Virginia  and  Maryland  imagined  that  the  American 
Congress  would  have  emancipated  the  slaves  of  this  Dis- 
trict, while  slavery  i^th  them  was  a  great  and  vhal  in- 
terest, think  ycu  that  they  would  ever  have  ceded  their 
jurisdiction  over  this  territory,  and  thus  make  it  the 
great  armory  where  the  weapons  of  incendiaries  and  ab- 


olitionists would  be  collected,  to  be  sent  forth  and  scat- 
tered among  their  slaves  P  They  would  not,  sir,  hesitate 
to  give  the  naturdl  and  the  proper  answer.  We  would 
then  appeal  to  their  sense  of  justice,  and  ask  them 
whether,  by  abolishing  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, while  all  the  circumjacent  country,  with  which  this 
District  was  once  connected,  is  deeply  interested  in 
slave  property,  while  Virginia  and  Maryland  are  both 
slaveholding  States,  we  would  not  violate  the  spirit  of 
the  compHct  by  which  Maryland  and  Virginia  ceded 
their  jurisdiction  over  this  District  to  the  United  States; 
whether,  by  bbolishing  slavery  in  this  District,  we  would 
not  commit  a  gross  frsud,  nay,  perpetrate  a  shocking 
outrage,  upon  two  of  the  old  thirteen  States  that  have 
such  strong  claims  upon  our  justice  and  our  affection; 
the  one  having  gpven  birth  to  Washington,  the  other 
having  contributed  her  full  quota  of  gallant  actors  upon 
almost  every  battle  field  of  the  Revolution.  And  to 
these  questions,  too,  be  assured,  sir,  w^e  would  receive, 
from  a  vast  majority  of  the  people  of  the  North,  the  re- 
ply which  good  faith  and  a  deep-rooted  love  for  the 
Union  would  dictate. 

Mr.  V.  said  that  he  had  been  very  unexpectedly  drawn 
into  this  debate.  He  had  had  no  intention  to  speak,  till 
he  had  heard  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickxns.]  'He  could  not  reconcile  it  with 
his  sense  of  duty,  as  a  Northern  man,  to  sit'  still,  after 
the  speech  which  that  honorable  gentleman  had  de- 
livered. 

He  had  said  that  he  had  heard  too  many  threats  of 
blood  and  disunion  since  he  h^d  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
here.  Had  we  been  tuld  by  a  gentleman  from  the  South 
that  the  Potomac  would  soon  be  the  dividing  line,  and 
that  its  waters  would  be  crimsoned  with  blood.'  These 
threats  had  ceased  to  frighten  any  body.  When  he  (Mr. 
V.)  had  first  entered  this  House,  he  always  felt  a  holy 
horror  when  gentlemen  presented  to  us  the  dreadful  al- 
ternative of  dl^union!  But,  air,  it  had  no  power  longer 
to  shake  his  nerves.  He  had  become  used  to  it;  for  it 
had  become  quite  an  old  story.  Threats  of  disunion  had 
become  as  familiar  here  as  household  words.  Gentle- 
men almost  daily  talked  aiiout  setting  up  for  ihemselves, 
**  as  flippantly  as  rr.aids  do  talk  of  puppy  dog?,*'  and  no 
one  was  longer  disturbed  by  it.  He  would  not  longer 
permit  himself  to  be  troubled  wi\b  the  apprehension  of 
even  the  possibility  of  disunion.  The  North,  though  it 
bad  a  few  weak  and  deluded  men,  and  officious  women. 
Would  sacredly  regsrd  and  faithfully  fulfil  all  the  obliga- 
tions that  resulted  from  the  ••Union."  There  was  pa- 
triotism enough  at  the  North,  and  patriotism  and  discre- 
tion enough  at  the  South,  to  save  this  glorious  fabric  of 
our  Union.  Delusion  and  fanaticism  would  have  only  a 
brief  and  harmless  career. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  accepted  the 
modified  amendment  of  Blr.  Tat  lob,  as  a  modification, 
of  the  original  resolution. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  \A as  seconded;  and  the  main  question,  being 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions,  was  ordered  without 
a  count. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  a^ked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  question;  which  were  ordered. 

A  division  of  the  question  having  been  ordered,  the 
fiist  resolution,  ss  modified,  was  then  taken  up,  as  fol- 
lows: 

•*  An  inquiry  having  been  made,  by  an  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  whether  a  paper,  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  purporting  to  be  a  petition  from  cer- 
tain slave?,  and  declaring  themselves  slaves,  came  within 
the  order  of  the  House  of  the  l8ih  of  January,  and  the  said 
paper  not  having  been  received  by  the  Speaker,  he  sta- 
ted that,  in  a  case  so  extraordinary  and  novel,  be  would 
take  the  advice  and  counsel  of4he  House: 
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*'  Boohed,  That  this  House  cannot  receive  the  said  pe- 
tition without  disregarding^  iu  own  digfnity,  the  rights  of 
a  large  cl^ss  of  citizens  of  the  South  and  West,  and  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States." 

The  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  adopted,  by 
a  vote  of  y^aa  160,  nayaSi,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash, 
Ashley,  Bean,  Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bo- 
vee,  Boyif,  Bunch,  Bynuni,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  Garter,  Casey,  John  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chap- 
man, Chapin,  N.  H.  Claibornr,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne, 
Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cm- 
ry,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Uromgoole,  Dunlap, 
Elmore,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  Gal- 
braith,  Jamea  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  GhoUon,  Gillet, 
Glascock,  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Haley,  J.  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hanne gan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Albert  G. 
Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynea,  Holtey,  Holt,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman, 
Ingeraoll^  Ingham,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  it 
M.  Johnson,  pave  Johnson,  Hf  nry  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Kennon,  Kdgore,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing, 
X^aporte,  Lawler,  Lay,  Gideon  Lee,  Joahua  Lee,  Thomas 
Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loyall,  LucaS| 
JLyon,  Ab'Jah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Martin,  William  Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McComas,  Mc- 
Kay, McReon,  McLene,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  0«ens,  Page,  Parks,  Pat- 
terson, Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pear- 
8on,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds, 
Jos.  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Schenck, 
Seymour,  Augustine  R.  Sbcpperd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sick- 
les, Standefer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
John  Thomjion,  Waddy  Thompson,  Turrill,  tJnderwood, 
Vanderpoel,  Wegener,  Ward,  Webater,  Weeks,  White, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Shcrrod  Wil- 
liams, Wise,  Yell,  Young— 160, 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Beaumont,  Bond, 
Borden,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Carr,  George  Chambers, 
Childs,  Clark,  Crane,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Denny,  Ev* 
ana,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Herod, 
William  Jackson,  Janes  Lincoln,  Love^  McKennan, 
Morris,  Parker,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phillipa,  Potts,  Rus- 
sell, Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Sprague,  Eiisha  Whittle- 
sey—35. 

The  second  resolutioii  was  then  taken  up,,  aa  fol- 
lows: 

**  Raolvedi  TYitX  slavea  do  not  possess  the  right  of  pe- 
tition secured  to  the  people  of  the  Vnited  States  by  the 
constitution." 

Mr.  HALEY  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  Lost,  with- 
out a  division* 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  and  decided  as  folio wj: 

YsAS— Ifessrs.  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  Ash,  Ashley, 
Bean,  Bell,.  Black,  Bockee,  Bund,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Bovee,  G|o>d,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  J,  Calhoon,  Cam- 
breleng,  Campbell,  Oarr,  Garter,  C^ey,  G.  Chambers, 
J.  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman^  Chapin,  Childs,  N. 
H.  Claiborne,  j.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles, 
Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cuahing,  Gush- 
man,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Doubleday,  Dsomgoole,, Dun- 
lap,  ^more,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  F.owlcr,  French,  Fry, 
Gal^raith,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Gholson,  Gillet,  Glas- 
cock, Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Han- 
negan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  A.  G..  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Herod,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
H«well,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Jarvis,  Jenifer, 
J.  Johnson,  R.  M.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  11.  Jphnson,  J. 
W.  Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lan- 
nng,  Lawler,  Lay,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T;  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lew- 
is, Lincoln,  UDgan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  A.  Mann,  J. 
MaoD,  Martin,  W.  Mason,  M.  Maaon,  S.  Mason,  Maury, 


McComaa,  McKsy,  McKeon,  McLene,  Mercer,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens, 
Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton»  F.  PiefCe,  Jamea  A. 
Pearce,  Pearson,  Pett'grew,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pinckney, 
Rencher,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Richardsoo*  Robertson,  Ro- 
gers, Schenck,  William  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Spangler,  Standefer^  Taliaferro, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  W.  Thompson,  Turrill, 
Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward>  Webster, 
Weeks,  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L, 
Williams,  S.  Williams,  Yell,  Young.-.163. 

NATS—rMessrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Beaamont,  Bor- 
den, Darlington,  Denny,  Haley,  Haaeltine,  Ingeraoll, 
W.  Jackson,  Janes,  Love,  Parker,  Phillips,  Potts,  Rus- 
sell, Slade,*  Sloane— 18. 

So  the  second  resolution  was  adopted. 

[When  the  name  of  Mr.  Wisb  was  called,  that  gentle- 
man rose  in  his  place  and  declined  to  vote,  for  the  rea- 
son that  he  held  that.Congress  had  no  power  to  interfere, 
in  any  way,  with  the  subject  of  slavery.] 

*Tbth£  EdUors  of  the  National  Intetligmcer: 

Gentlkx E«:  Having  failed  in  numerous  and  pressing 
eflTorta  (finally  terminateci  by  the  previous  question )  to 
obtain  the  fioor  in  the  filouse  of  Representativea,  on  Sat- 
urday last,  for  the  purpoae  of  giving  reaaona  for  my  neg- 
ative votes  on  the  two  resolutions  relative  to  the  right  of 
slaves  to  petition  Congress,  I  feel  impelled,  by  conaider- 
ations  peculiar  to  this  case,  and  by  the  relation  in  which 
1  stand  to  the  question  of  slavery,  to  ask  the  privilege  of 
briefly  presenting  to  the  public,  through  your  paper, 
the  substance  of  what  1  intended  to  say  on  that  occa- 
sion. 

The  first  resolution,  after  reciting  that  Mr.  Abjms  had 
inquired  of  the  Speaker  whether  it  would  be  in  order  to 
present  a  petition  purporting  to  be  from  alaves,  declarea 
"  That  this  House  cannot  receive  the  said  petition  with- 
out diaregarding  its  own  dignity^  the  rights  of  a  large 
class  of  ct'izensof  the  South  and  West,,  and  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States." 

The  resolution  contains  three  propositions: 

1.  That,  in  receiving  the  petition,  the  Aoiut  would 
disregard  its  own  dignity; 

3.  That  it  would  disregard  the  rights  of  a  large  class 
of  citizens  at  the  South  and  West;  and 

3.  That  it  would  diaregard  the  coa&titution  of  the  Uni- 
ted, SUtes. 

These  several!  propositions,,  let  it  be  observed,  have 
respect  to  a  petition  the  purport  of  whose  prayer  ia  not 
stated,  the  preamble  to  the  reaolution  containing  not  the 
slightest  allusion  to  it  whatever.  In  affirming  the  prop- 
ositions, therefore,  no  reference  waa  had  to  the  ques- 
tion, whether  the  prayer  of  the  petition  waa  reapectful 
or  insulting,  lawful  or  unlawful,  proper  or  improper. 
The  simple,  naked  fact,  that  it  was  signed  by  slaves, 
formed  tlie  foundation,  and  the  only  foundation,  for  the 
propositions  contahied  in  the  resolution.  No  matter  if 
it  were  aigned  by  aIa«C8  residing  within  the  District  over 
which  Congress  havdTexclusive  jurisdiction,  and  whose 
legislation  necessarily  acU  directly  upon  their  rights; 
and  no  matter  if  it  prayed  even  fur  protection  from,  the 
exercise  of  the  most  excessive  cruelty,  §6t  liberation 
from  confinement  by  slive-dealers  in  the  dungeons  of 
the  public  prisons  in  this  District,  or  for  rescue  from 
threatened  transportation  to,  and  aale  in,  a  foreign  coun- 
try. No  matter  if  it  were  for  any  or  for  all  of  these 
objects;  to  receive  it,  the  resolution  afiirmir,  would  be 
disregarding  the  dignity  of  the  House,  4he  righta  of  a 
large  claas  of  citizens,  and  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

Now,  how  would  the  dignity. of  the  House  be  com* 
promitted  by  receiving  a  prayer  for  mercy,  and,  I  may 
add^  for  ju^ce,  aa  in  the  cases  1  have  supposed,  from  a 
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CASE  OF  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 
The  SPEAKER  informed  the  House  that  the  Ser- 
geant-at-arms,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  House 

slave?  What  sort  of  legisTative  dignity  is  that  which 
shuts  the  door  in  the  face  of  •«  a  man  and  a  brother," 
merely  because  he  is  ••in  bonds?"  Can  there,  on  the 
contrary,  be  a  spectacle  more  truly  dignified  thsn  that 
of  a  legislative  body  bending  its  ear  to  the  supplications 
of  the  poor,  the  helpless,  and  the  oppressed^  How 
beautifuily  and  appropriately  are  mercy  and  justice  illus- 
trated, when  Neither  wealth,  nor  power,  nor  patronage, 
comes  in  aid  of  the  prayer  for  their  exercise. 

And  how,  in  the  next  place,  does  the  mere  fact  that  a 
petition  is  from  slaves  render  its  reception  a  disregard 
of  the  rights  of  a  large  class  of  citizens  at  the  South  and 
West,  and  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States?  If 
the  citizens  of  the  South  and  West  have,  under  the  con- 
stitution, rights  in  regard  to  their  slaves,  does  it  follow  that 
they  are  without  limit?  and  that  beyond  that  limit,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  other  righte  may  not  exist?  If  the  slave 
has  no  right  to  liberty,  (I  speak  of  a  conventional  right,) 
has  be  none  to  supplicate  that  precious  boon  at  the 
hands  of  any  power  which  may  rightfully  grant  it?  And 
has  he  no  right  to  life?  none  to  exemption  from  exces- 
sive cruelty?  and  none  to  implore  protection  to  the  one 
and  security  to  the  other?  Is  there  no  power  on  earth 
to  which  be  may  look  for  help  in  these  extremities? 

To  «•  disregard, "  in  any  sense  applicable  to  this  sub- 
ject, the  rights  of  the  South  and  West,  is  to  invade 
those  rights;  and  can  wc  invade  them  in  the  leeitimate 
exercise  of  powers  granted  in  the  constitution?  That 
constitution  invests  Congress  with  the  power  of  exclii- 
Bive  legislation  over  this  District.  Does  not  that  power 
necessarily  involve  the  right  and  the  duty  of  hearing 
petitions  from  the  governed,  and  from  all  the  governed? 
Would  it  not  be  a  very  strange  kind  of  Government 
which  could  not,  or  would  not,  hear  such  petitions? 

If  the  hearing  of  petitions  from  the  governed  in  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States  consequentially  affecU 
the  interests  of  the  South  and  West,  is  it  a  consequence 
of  which  the  South  and  West  have  a  right  to  complain? 
They  were  parties  to  the  constitution  which  created  the 
exclusive  Government,  and  they  must  abide  its  conse- 
quences. Suppose  the  inhabitants  of  this  District  should 
continue  to  press  Congress,  as^  more  than  eleven  hun- 
dred of  them  did  in  1838,  to  abolish  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  within  its  limits;  and  should,  as  ii>  that  peti- 
tiMi,  denounce,  in  severe  and  almost  unmeasured  terms, 
the  enormities  of  both(  would  this  be  an  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  the  South  and  West,  and  a  disregard  of  the 
constitution?  Did  Congress  evince  such  disregard  in 
receiving  tbst  petition,  and  ordering  It  to  be  printed? 
And  what  is  the  difference  in  principle,  so  far  as  con- 
cerns this  argument,  between  that  case  and  the  present^ 
Eleven  hundred  free  white  citizens  of  this  District  be- 
sought Congress  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade 
within  its  limits,  and  pressed  it  b]ik  abolition  arguments. 
Did  not  this  tend,  according  to  the  argument  of  the  op- 
ponents of  the  right  of  slave  petition,  to  create  uneasi- 
ness among  the  slaves  in  the  South  and  West,  and  thus 
affect  ••  the  rights  of  a  large  class  of  citizens"  in  those 
sections  of  the  country  ? 

There  is  great  looseness  in  the  reasoning  which  infers 
violationi  of  the  constitution  from  possible  and  remote 
consequences  of  a  particular  course  of  legislation.  Ad- 
mit the  soundness  of  the  reasoning  in  this  case,  and  shut 
the  doors  of  Congfress  upon  petitions  from  the  bond  and 
the  free  of  this  District,  touching  the  subject  of  slavery, 
merely  because  of  their  remote  tendency  to  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  States,  (for  that  is  the  argument,)  and 
what  shall  we  have  next?  Why,  the  doctrine  that  no 
Stiite  can  abolish  slavery  within  its  limit^e^ause,  be- 


and  the  warrant  of  the  Speaker,  had  arrested  Reuben 
M.  Whitney,  who  was  then  in  custody,  and  waiting  the 
order  of  the  House. 


ing  a  party  with  the  other  slave  States  to  the  constitu- 
tion, which  recognises  the  existence  of  slavery,  and 
makes  it  the  basis  of  representation,  it  cannot  rightfully 
do  any  thing  which  shall  tend  to  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  other  StAes,  and  thereby  deprive  them  of  then: 
slave  representation  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
This  may  now  seem  a  very  strained  construction;  but 
passion  and  interest  have  pushed  sensible  men  to  stran- 
ger absurdities  than  this. 

The  second  resolution  to  which  I  have  referred  de- 
clares ••  That  slaves  do  not  possess  the  right  of  petition 
secured  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  by  the  con- 
stitution." 

What  does  this  resolution  mean  ?  Does  it  mean  mere- 
ly that  the  guaranty  of  the  right  of  petition  to  •*  the  peo- 
ple,'* in  the  constitution,  does  not  extend  to  slaves?  For 
the  sake  of  the  argument,  let  it  be  admitted  that  it  does 
not — ^that  the  assumption  is  correct  (which  baa  been  . 
made  in  the  debate,  but  which  I  do  not  admit)  that  ••  the 
peoplt>,"  whose  right  of  petition  the  constitution  de- 
clares shall  not  be  abridged,  means  merely  ••We  the 
people"  who  formed  the  constitution,  and  not  slaves. 
How  does  this  admission  affect  the  question?  The  ex- 
istence of  the  right  of  petition,  as  has  been  oAen  aaid  in 
the  debate,  does  not  depend  upon  the  guaranty  of  the 
constitution.  It  is  a  right  which  is  before  and  above  all 
constitutional  guaranties.  It  has  its  foundation  in  the 
dependencies  inseparable  from  the  social  state.  If  the 
constitution  does  not  expressly  guaranty  it  to  slaves, 
neither,  let  it  be  remembered,  does  it  take  it  from  them. 
And  shall  I  attempt,  by  my  vote,  to  do  what  the  framers 
of  the  constitution  did  not  think  proper  to  do,  in  the 
formation  of  that  instrument? 

If  it  was  intended  by  the  resolution  to  assert  merely 
that  slaves  have  not  the  benefit  of  the  constitutional 

Sjaranty  of  the  right  of  petition,  why  was  not  the  dec- 
lation  made  in  language  intelligible  and  unambiguous? 
Such  language  was  avoided.  The  right  of  petition,  and 
not  the  constitutional  guaranty  stands  forward  as  the 
prominent  subject  of  the  resolution.  The  right  is  one 
thing — its  guaranty  another.  The  right  is  incident  to 
all  Governments,  instantly  attaching  to  the  relation  of 
governor  and  governed,  the  moment  that  relation  comes 
to  exist.  Dut  it  may,  or  it  may  not,  be  guarantied.  If 
it  is,  that  guaranty  is  a  mere  supervening  incident  to  the 
right.  And  it  is  in  this  light  that  f  regard  the  allusion 
to  it  in  the  resolution.  The  denial,  by  that  resolution, 
of  the  right  of  petition,  is  not  essentially  affected  by  ad- 
ding that  the  right  \t  one  which  has  been  secured  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States  by  the  constitution.  It  is, 
after  all,  the  right  of  petition,  in  its  great,  original,  es- 
sential qualities  and  incidents,  which  is  really  denied. 

Stripped  of  its  non-committal  disguise,  then,  the  reso- 
lution stands  out  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  broad  de- 
nial of  all  right  in  slaves  to  petition.  I  will  give  no  vote 
which  can  be  even  tortured  into  such  a  denial. 

Having  said  thus  much,  I  owe  it  to  myself  to  add  that, 
whatever  may  be  the  right  of  the  slave  to  petition,  I  am 
clear  that  no  countenance  should  be  given  to  any  at- 
tempts to  exercise  it.  Such  attempts  can  do  the  slave 
no  good.  From  the  nature  of  the  case,  his  deliverance 
must  arise  from  some  other  qusrter.  In  the  whole  his- 
tory of  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  and  alavery  by 
Great  Britain,  I  am  not  aware  that  the  right  of  slaves  to 
petition  has  ever  been  claimed  or  brought  in  question. 
And,  if  all  the  slaves  in  the  land  could  be  made  to  hear 
me,  I  would  say  to  them,  ••  entertain  not,  for  one  mo* 
ment,  the  thought  of  petitioning  the  Government  for 
liberty,  much  less- of  making  any  effort  to  obtain  it  by 
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Feb.  11,  1837.] 


Case  of  A.  M.  Whitney, 


[H.  Of  R. 


Mr.  HOWARD  said  that  be  bad  made  a  motion,  in  tbe 
early  part  of  the  day,  to  reconsider  tbe  vote  by  which 
the  resolution  directing  the  Speaker  to  issue  his  warrant 
for  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Whitney  had  been  adopted,  and 
he  had  done  so  under  the  impression  that  it  would  facili- 
tate tbe  action  of  the  House  on  the  important  public 
business.  Since  that  time,  however,  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  change  his  mind,  and  he  would  therefore  with- 
draw  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing  resolution;  which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

JUwohed,  That  R.  M.  WhKney,  now  in  the  bands  of 

force,  unless  you  wish  to  put  far  off  all  hope  of  the  deliv- 
erance of  your  race  from  bondage.  Cultivate,  rather,  a 
quiet  spirit."  <<  Be  patient."  "  Resist  not  evil."  "Be 
obedient  to  your  own  masters;  not  answering  again  t  not 
purloining;  but  showing  all  good  6delity,  not  only  to  the 
good  and  gentle,  but  also  to  the  froward." 

But  why,  I  am  asked,  do  you  assert  the  right  of  the 
slave  to  petition,  if  his  exercise  of  the  right  ought  not 
to  be  countenanced.^  I  answer,  because  the  question 
has  been  forced  upon  me,  and  I  must  meet  it.  I  would 
be  tbe  last  to  bring  forward  a  resolution  asserting  the 
right  for  which  I  contend.  But  when  I  am  called  on,  as 
in  the  present  case,  to  say  yes  or  no  to  a  proposition 
which  expressly  denies  that  right,  I  most  and  will  say 
no,  and  give  my  reasons  for  thus  saying. 

1  will  not  give  a  vote  which  shall,  even  by  the  remo- 
test  implication,  assert  that  my  colored  brother  is  prop- 
erty, and  nothing  but  property;  that  he  *•  he  has  no 
niore  right  to  petition  than  a  dog  or  a  horse,"  and  that 
he  possesses,  in  fact,  «« no  legal  or  constitutional  rights 
whatever."  * 

1  have  said  that  Ihe  deliverance  of  the  slaves  must 
arise  from  some  other  quarter  than  themselves.  Let  me 
not  be  misunderstood.  The  idea  of  an  attempt  by  Con- 
gress to  abolish  slavery  in  tbe  States  of  this  Union  has 
never,  that  I  am  aware,  been  entertained  by  any.  No 
other  deliverance  is  contemplated  than  that  of  voluntary 
emancipations  by  individuals,  or  abolition  by  force  of 
legislation,  acting  within  the  sphere  of  its  admitted  ju- 
risdiction. If  the  abolitionists  have  ever  been  under- 
stood at  the  South  as  entertaining  views  different  from 
these,  they  have  been  greatly  misrepresented.  They 
entertain,  however,  the  opinion  that  Congress  possesses 
the  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
sod  that  the  8U'e  Legislatures  have  like  power  in  their 
rapcctive  States;  and  they  seek,  in  the  exercise  of  that 
freedom  of  speech  and  of  tbe  press  which  is  guarantied 
to  them  by  the  constitution,  to  produce  a  public  aenti- 
iMot  which  shall,  by  iu  fair  and  legitimate  influence, 
effect  tbe  legislntion  they  so  much  desire. 

They  believe  that  «< all  men  are  created  equal;"  that 
••they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  the  inaliena- 
ble rights  of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness;" 
and  that  to  the  Creator  alone  belongs  the  high  prerog- 
ative of  holding  property  in  man.  Pknting  themselves 
on  the  broad  basis  of  these  truths,  they  assert  that  the 
asauffipiion  and  exercise  of  that  right,  by  man,  is  among 
tbe  highest  wrongs  which  he  can  inflict  upon  hia  fellow- 
man.  Their  own  deep  conviction  of  this  truth  they 
seek  to  communicate  to  the  minds  of  others— not  to 
slaves,  with  whom  they  hold  no  intercourse,  and  whom, 
>^  Ih^y  did,  they  would  only  admonish  to  patience  and 
submission — but  to  their  masters,  t<f  those  communities 
in  whose  Legislatures  resides  the  power  to  put  an  end, 
within  their  limits,  to  the  wrongs  of  slavery,  and  furnish 
relief^ from  its  complicated  evils.  They  look  at  slavery 
with  some  conception  of  what  is  comprehended  in  that 
word;  and  are  amazed  that  philanthropy  itself  should 
have  so  long  slept  over  the  existence  of  such  an  evil; 
that,  while  other  nations,  less  free  in  their  institutions 


the  Sergeant-at-arms,  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  this 
House,  to  answer  for  an  alleged  contempt  of  the  House, 
in  peremptorily  refusing  to  appear  and  give  evidence  as 
a  witness  on  a  summons  duly  issued  by  a  select  commit- 
tee, acting  by  the  authority  of  this  House,  under  s  reso* 
lution  of  the  17th  of  January  last,  in  the  matter  of  a  let- 
ter, expressing  said  refusal,  addressed  by  the  said  R.  M. 
Whitney  to  the  committee,  and  by  the  conjmittee  refer- 
red to  the  House;  and  that  he  be  forthwith  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  the  report  of  said  committee  and  of  the 
letter  aforesaid. 
The  House  then  adjourned. 

than  our  own,  have  abolished  it,  we,  who  boast  of  our 
attachment  lo  the  principles  of  civil  liberty,  and  our  high 
regard  for  the  inalienable  rights  of  man,  should  still  cher- 
ish it  in  our  very  bosom. 

In  their  strong  conceptions  of  the  character  and  con- 
sequences of  this  evil,  abolitioniats  have  aometimes  in- 
dulged in  the  indiscriminate  use  of  harsh  snd  severe  per- 
sonal epithets,  to  which  I  have  felt  a  deep  repugnance. 
With  me,  however,  it  baa  been  a  subject  rather  of  re- 
gret than  of  severe  censure;  for,  if  strong  feeling  and 
strong  language  are  ever  to  be  excused,  it  is  when  they 
are  excited  andjdrawn  forth  in  the  sacred  cause  of  hu- 
man freedom.  *Let  those  denounce.and  recriminate  who 
ne?er  themselves  transgress  the  bounds  of  prudence* 
when  they  feel  strongly  in  what  they  believe  to  be  a 
good  cause;  and  especially  those  who  have  never  op- 
posed or  countenanced  the  opposing  of  mob  power  to 
the  progress  of  free  discussion.  Most  heartily  do  I  dis- 
approve of  the  indiscriminate  use  of  such  epithets  as 
man-stealers,  robbers,  and  pirates,  on  the  one  side,  and  vile 
fanatics,  incendiaries,  and  murderers,  un  the  other.  For 
the  abolitionists,  however,  I  can  say  that  language  of  vi- 
tuperation is  giving  place  to  sober  arguments*  addressed 
to  the  reason  and  conscience  snd  enlightened  self-inter- 
est of  the  slaveholder;  and  I  will  hope  that  the  intellect 
of  the  South  will  henceforth  be  employed  in  answering 
those  arguments,  rather  than  indulging  in  harsh  and  in- 
discriminate denunciations  of  those  who  urge  them. 

Permit  me  to  close  this  communication  with  the  fol- 
lowing  resolutions,  which  1  find  among  those  sdopled  by 
the  late  anti-slavery  convention  of  the  State  of  Pennsy  I- 
vania; 

•*  Resolvedf  That  in  Chri.stian  meekness  we  intend  to 
maintain  the  right  of  exhorting  those  who  uphold  an  in- 
stitution so  evidently  unjust  as  that  of  slavery,  to  examine 
its  operations  upon  all  classes  of  ihe  community,  boji 
imlividually  and  collectively,  confident  that,  if  they  do  so 
with  unprejudiced  minds  and  sincere  motives,  they  will 
be  convinced  of  its  deep  sinfulness,  and  thus  be  prepared 
to  commence,  immediately,  tbe  great  wprk  of  freeing 
themaelves  and  their  country  from  its  paralyzing  influ- 
ences." 

"Resolved,  That  the  convention  recommend  to  the 
colored  people  of  this  Stste  to  msintain  a  peaceful  and 
moral  deportment  in  all  the  departments  in  life  in 
which  they  may  be  placed;  that  thus  they  may  be  in- 
strumental in  delivering  their  oppressed  brethren  from 
bondsge,  and  refute  the  calumnies  of  those  who  say  they 
cannot  be  elevated  in  character  in  these  United  States." 

•*  Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  the  colored 
people,  both  bond  and  free,  to  endeavor  to  fulfil  all 
their  moral,  social,  and  religious  duties,  and  thus  show 
to  the  world  that  they  deserve  to  be  free." 

Here  is  abolitionism,  sound  in  principle,  chastened  in 
feeling,  and  pure  in  spirit.  My  judgment  and  my  heart 
approve  it. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  SLADE. 

Wasbikotov^  February  15,  1837. 
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H.  OP  R.] 


Case  of  B.  M.  Whiinty, 


[Feb.  13,  1837. 


MORDAT,  FSBBUABT  13. 

CASE  OF  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 
The  SPBAKGU  announced  that  Reubei)  M.  Whitney, 
now  in  custody  for  an  alleged  contempt  of  the  sutbority 
of  the  House,  was  without  the  bar,  waiting  the  further 
pleasure  of  the  House. 

The  Chair  also  stated  that  the  accused  had  been  fur- 
nished with  copies  of  the  papers  referred  to  in  the  reso- 
lution adopted  on  Saturday  last. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  that  the  Sergeant-al-arms  be 
directed  to  bring  the  prisoner  to  the  bar  of  the  Houses 
which  motion  prevailed. 

m  The  accused  having  been  placed  at  the  bar,   the 
SPEAKER  addressed  him  as  follows:' 

«» Reuben  M.  Whitney:  You  have  been  brought  before 
the  House,  by  its  order,  to  answer  the  charge  of  an  al- 
leged contempt  of  titis  House,  in  having  peremptorily 
refused  to  give  evidence  in  obedience  to  a  suihmons 
duly  issued  by  a  committee  of  this  House,  which  com- 
mittee  had,-  by  an  order  of  the  House,  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers. 

••  Before  you  ire  cslled  upon  to  answer  in  any  manner 
to  the  fubject-mstter  of  this  Charge,  H  is  my  duty,'  ss  the 
presiding  officer  of  this  House,  to  inform  you  that,  by 
an  order  of  the  House,  you  will  be  flowed  counsel, 
should  you  desire  it.  If  you  have  any  request  to  niake 
in  relation  to  this  subject,  your  request  will  now  be  re- 
ceived and  considered  by  the  House.  If,  however,  you 
are  now  ready  to  proceed  in  the  rnvestigation  of  the 
charge,  you  will  state  it,  and  (he  House  will  Uke  order 
accordingly.*' 

To  which  the  accused  replied,  that  he  held  in  bis 
htnd  a  paper  in  relation  to  the  charge,  which  he  I'e- 
spectfully  requested  might  be  received  and  read. 
The  followmg  paper  was  then  read: 
««  The  undersigned  answers  that  his  refusal  to  attend 
the  committee,  upon  thesummonr  of  its  chairman,  was 
not  intended  or  believed  by  him  to  be'disrespectful 'to 
the  honorable  the  House  of  Representatives;  nor  does  he 
now  btrlieve  that  he  thereby  committed  a  contempt  dl^ 
the  Housf.» 

••  His  lessons  for  refusing  to  attend  the  comm-.tlee  arc 
truly  lAated  in  his  Icttet  to  that  committee. 

••  He  did  not  consider  himself  bo^nd  to  obey  a  sum- 
mons issued  by  the  chairman  r.f  the  committee. 

••  He  had  attended,  in  obedience  to  such  A  tammons, 
before  another  committee,  voluntarily,  and  without  ob- 
jections  to  the  validity  of  the  process;  and  would  have 
attended  in  the  same  way  before  the  present  committee, 
but  for  thtf  belief  that  he  might  thereby  be  exposed  to 
insult^and  violence. 

•'He  denies;  therefore,  that  he  has  committed  a  con- 
tempt of  the  House,' because — 

«•  First.  Tlie  process  upon  him  was  illegal,  and  he  Was 
not  bound  to  obey  it.  And 

'••  Secondly.  Because  he  couH  not  attend  without  ex- 
posing himself  thereby  to  outrage  and  violence.' 
'  *<  If  the  House  shall  decide  in  favor  of  the  authority 
of  the  prt^cess,  and  that  the  respondent  is  bound  to  obey 
if,  then  he  respectfully  asks,  in  such  case,  that,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  peculiar  ttrcumstsnce^  in  which  hfe  is 
placed,  as  kiioWh  to  the  House,  tlie  commit^e^  may  be 
instructed  to  receive  his  testimony  upon  interrogatories 
to  be  answered  on  oalH  before  a  magi&tia*p,  as  has  been 
done  in  other  instances  in  relation  to  uttier  witnesses; 
or  that  the  committee  be  instructed  to  prohibit  the  use 
or  introduction  of  secret  and'  deadly  weapons  in  the 
committee  room  during  the  examinaiion  of  the  wit- 
nesses. 

<*  And  in  case  he  shall  Ihink  it  necessary,  he  prays  to 
be  heard  by  counsel,  and  to  be  allowed  to  offer  testimo- 
nyoh  tlK  matters  herein  submitted. 

••R.  fti.  WHITNEY." 


Mr.  GHOLSON  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Hesoleed,  That  Reuben  Kf.  Whitney  be  now  permitted 
to  examine  witnesses  before  this  House,  in  gelation  to 
his  alleged  contempt. 

Mr.  HAXNl^S  aai4  he  understood  that  the  prisoner 
denied  the  power  of  the  I^ouse,  and  that  it  aeeiiied 
proper  to  dispose  of  this  preliminary  question  $rst. 

Mr.  M^GOLN  then  read  a  resolution  which  he  in- 
tended to  offer,  (as  below*} 

Mr.  GHOLSON  said  it  appe^ed  to  him  tbey  had  se- 
lect committees  enough  already,  for  the  period  of  th^ 
session,  and  the  matters  before  the  Ifouse  to  be  acted 
upon.  Where  existed,  let  him  ask,  the  necessity  for 
raising  a  committee.'  All  they  could  do  would  be  to 
bring  their  report  before  the  House <  and  the  House 
would,  when  called  upon  to  act  on  it,  be  in  precis  riy  th^ 
same  situation  they  were  that  morning.  He  bad  supposed 
that  the  object  of  bringing  Mr.  Whitney  to  the  bar  was 
for  him  to  disprove  or  to  purge  himself  of  an  alleged  coii- 
templ  to  the  tfouse.  Well,  he  has  appeared,  in  obedi- 
ence to  its  order, >od  Mr.  G.  could  see  no  objection  to 
bis  setting  about  imn^cdiately  to  disprove  the  charge 
against  him,  if  it  was  ici  his  power. 

Mr.  MERCER  did  most  sincerely  hope  that  the  Hous^ 
would  so  far  respect  its  own  dignity  js  to  adhere  to  it^ 
old  established  forms  of  proceeding.  That  form  h^d 
invariably  been  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  direct 
the  mode  of  proceedings. 

Mr.  PATTON  then  renewed  the  suggestion  that  the 
respondent  ought  to  retire  during  the  deliberationa  qC 
the  Qouse  on  the  prelim'mary  proceedings.  This  ha^l 
always  been  the  uniform  course.  ' 

The  CH^l^^  stated,  ihat  such  l^ad  been  the  uniform 
course  in  former  casesf  and,  believing  it  to  be  the  sense 
of  the  fiouse,  he  directed  the  Sergeant-at-arms  to  take 
Reuben  M.  Whitney  from  the  bar;  which  was  done. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  he  wished  only  to  make  one  aug- 
gestion.  One  -proposition,  of  the  gentleman,  brought 
before  the  House,  was  that  he  was  willing  to  go  before 
the  committee,  if  that  committee  would  go  into  the 
committee  room  unarmed.  He  was  sure  the  committee 
did^  not  wish  to  go  into  the  room  armed.  He  wished  tp 
suggest  to  the  committee  and  to  the  House  that  this 
would  avoid  all  further  .trouble  about  the  matter.. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  it  was  very  far  from  his  intentiom 
(o  place  himself  in  tbe  attitude  of  a  prosecutor  in  this 
Qsse.  The  committee  had  contented  themselves  by  de- 
tailing the  circumstances  of  the  refusal  of  this  witness 
to  appear  before  them,  without  recommending  any  ac- 
tion on  the  subject (  and  because  of  this  course  having 
been  pursued  by  the  committee,  he  (Mr.  L.)  hadcoaie 
forward  the  other  day,  and  introduced  a  proposition  di- 
recting the  Speaker  to  issue  his  warrant  for  tbe  arrea 
of  this  witness.  He  had  not  intended,  after  the  adoption 
of  this  order,  to  take  any  further  part  in  the  matter,  and 
fchoiild  not  then  hare  arisen  .to  bring  before  the  House 
another  proposition,  if  it  had, not  been  for  the  fact  that 
no  other  person  present  appeared  to  have  turned  their 
attention  to  the  course  of  proceeding  which  it  would  be 
necessary  lor  the  House  to  adopt  on  this  occasion.  In 
looking  into  the  precedents  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding 
in  such,  cases;  he  had  fuuml  that  it  would  be  necessary, 
for  the  purpose  of, procuring  the  action  of  the  Houv 
on  the  subject,  that. sdme  direction  should  be,given  by 
the  House  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding;. because  he 
believed  it  would  4e  impossibU  for  the  House  to  act  on 
it  without  some  preliminary  measures  being  taken;  anH, 
for  the  purpose  of  indicating  the  course  which  he 
thought  should  be  adopted,  he  aent  to  tbe  Chair  tbe  fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  *' Ruohed,**  and  Insert, 
••  That  a  committee  of  privileger,  consisting  of  seven 
jntmbers,  be  sppoiottd  .and  intruded  to  report  the 
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mode  of  proceedintr  in  reUtion  to  Reub«n  M.  Whitney, 
who  is  now  in  custody,  availing^  the  order.of  this  House; 
and  that  said  committee  have  leave  to  execute  the  duty 
assigned  them  immediately.'^ 

Mr.  McKAY  said  he  had  voted,  on  Friday  last,  when 
the  subject  was  before  th£  House,  to  require  the  Speak- 
er to  iasue  his  summons  to  brinj^  Reuben  M.  Whitney  to 
the  bar,  and  he  had  done  so  with  a  good  deal  of  reluc- 
tance; not  that  he  at  all  doubted  the  power  of  the 
House  to  punish  a  witness  in  cases  of  flagrant  contempt. 
This  witness  has  now  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  declared 
explicitly  that,  in  refunng  to  appear  before  the  commit- 
tee, he  did  not  intend  to  commit  a  contempt  to  the  House, 
or  to  call  in  question  its  authority,  and  had  given.reasons 
for  his  refusal.  Now,  Mr.  McK.  was  unwilling  to  con- 
sume any  more  of  the  public  time,  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  the  important  business  of  the  country,  in  an  investi- 
gation of  the  power  of  the  House,  and  in  bunting  up 
precedents  to  sustain  that  power. 

It  seemed  to  Mr.  McK.,  he  said,  that  the  witness  him- 
self, in  an  alternative  presented  by  him  to  the  House, 
had  opened  the  door  to  overcome  any  further  embarrass- 
ment. He  had  stated  several  alternatives.  One  was,  that 
tlie  committee  should  be  prohibited  from  the  use  or 
wearing  of  deadly  weapons:  this  was  an  alternative  Mr. 
McK.  had  no  disposition  to  consider.  Another  was,  his 
offer  to  give  his  testimony,  upon  interrogatories,  and 
swearing  to  it  before  a  magistrate;  in  other  words,  a  pri* 
vate  exiffliination.  Now,  let  him  (Mr.  McK.)  ask,  would 
not  the  witness's  testimony,  taken  in  this  way,  be  just 
as  valuable  to  the  committee»as  if  written  in 'their  pres- 
ence? Surely  it  would.  As^he  object  of  the  commit- 
tee must  be,  and  as  the  object  of  the  House  in  raiaing 
the  committee  itself  was,  to  procure  testimony  bearing 
on  the  subject-matters  to  be  investigated,  could  they  do 
belter  than  by  pursuing  the  very  course  indicated  and 
tendered  by  this  witness  himself?  Surely  the  House 
would  not  consume  the  balance  of  the  seMion  in  discuss- 
ing the  parliamentary  law  on  the  subject  of  contempts, 
and  in  investigating  the  conduct  of  the  members  of  one 
of  its  committees  towards  a  witness  brought  before 
them.  Would  they  consume  another  week  upon  it? 
which  they  certainly  would  do  unless  his  suggestions 
were  adopted.  Suppose  the  witnete  be  brought  to  the 
bar,  and  Is  heard  by  connse1{  suppose  they  question  the 
power  of  the  House,  and,  in  vindication  of  their  client, 
go  into  the  conduct  of  the  various  members  of  the  select 
committee,  what  would  be  the  certain  result?  It  would 
consume  the  balance  of  the  session. 

He  would  again  ask  if  they  could  now  punish  the  wit- 
ness for  contempt.  The  dignity  of  the  House  had  been 
vindicated;  the  witness  had  been  brought  to  the  bar,  and 
explicitly  disclaimed  any  intention  to  commit  a  contempt, 
or  to  be  guilty  of  disrespect  towards  the  House.  More- 
over, he  declares  himself  ready  and  willing  to  give  his 
testimony  in  the  way  it  is  obtained  from  many  other  wit- 
nesses. Mr.  McK.  concluded  by  expressing  a  hope  that 
the  House  would  consume  no  further  time  in  the  matter, 
but  at  once  instruct  the  committee  to  take  the  testimony 
of  Hr.  Whitney  by  filing  interrogatories. 

Mr.  HOAR  could  not  understand  the  question  as  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  HcKat]  had.  He 
bad  understood  that  gentleman  as  saying  that  the  mode 
of  avoiding  this  difficulty  was  already  pointed  out  by  the 
respondent.  Well,  what  was  the  course  which  was 
pointed  out  by  the  respondent?  Why,  he  had  said,  in 
the  first  place,  that  he  did  not  intend  any  contempt  of 
tike  House;  and,  in  the  second  place,  he  had  said  that, 
provided  the  House  would  do  certain  things  which  he 
bad  indicated,  he  would  be  willing  and  ready  to  testify. 
He  did  not  understand  this  as  an  indication  of  the  wil- 
lingneaa  of  this  witness  to  obey  the  command  of  the 
Government  issued  by  that  House.    Mr.  H.  would  sub- 


mit to  the  House  this  question:  The  witness  had  repre« 
sented  to  the  House  that  certain  difficulties  preaenled 
themselves  to  him,  which  prevented  his  appearing  before 
the  committee,  one  of  which  was  that  be  apprehended 
some  personal  danger;  but  could  this  witness  not  confide 
in  the  justice  of  the  House,  that  it  would  take  meastires 
to  protect  him  from  injury  while  he  was  before  one  of 
its  committees?-  Shall  he  aasert,  as  a  right,  that  the 
House,  in  the  first  place,  must  adopt  certain  measures 
which  he  had  indicated,  before  be  could  appear  before 
this  committee? 

Mr.  H.  contended  that  no  individual  in  the  United 
States  had  this  right,  and  that  this  in  itself  wss  a  con-« 
tempt  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  and, 
while  ihiSiCourse  was  persisted  in,  it  appeared  lo  him 
tliat  the  House  could  not,  in  a  proper  aense  of  what  was 
due  to  itself  and:  to  the  Xsovernment,  take  any  course 
other -than  to  require  the  witness  to  obey  the  command 
of  the  Government.  He  should  be  as  ready  as  any  one 
to  take  every  proper  measure  to  protect  a  witness;  be- 
cause a  witness  there  was  properly  under  the  protection 
of  the  House;  and  if  any  individual  member  of  the  House 
should  undertake  to  do  that  which  was  a  violation  of  its 
protection,  the  law  furnished  a  remedy.  Unc[usstlona- 
bly  the  House  was  under  the  necessity  of  adoptmg  meas- 
urea  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  citizens;  but  it  seemed  to 
him  that  this  was  not  the  proper  atage  of  the  proceeding 
for  the  consideration  of  this  question.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  only  course  which  it  was  necessary  for  them 
now  to  pursue^  to  save  the  time  of  the  House,  was  to 
have  a  committee  to  take  testimony,  if  testimony  was  ne- 
cessary. Gentlemen  had  asked,  why  the  necessity  of  ap- 
pointing a  committee  to  make  a  report,  when  that  report 
would  have  to  be  examined  again  by  the  House'  If  this 
objection  was  a  proper  one,  it  would  lie  against  every 
committee  which  was  appointed  by  the  order  of  the 
House;  your  standing  committees  as  well  as  your  select 
committees.  If  it  was  proper  to  have  committees  to  ex- 
amine other  cases,  it  was  proper  to  have  one  to  exsmine 
this  case;  and  he  could  see  no  objection  which  would 
lie  against  this  committee,  which  would  not  lie  equally 
against  any  other  committee  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  it  seems  to  me 
that  to  adopt  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts would  be  acting  prematurely.  Why  appoint 
another  committee  upon  that  subject,  before  we  ascer- 
tain  certainly  that  there  may  be  a  disputable  mntter  for 
us  toact  upon?  If  I  understand  the  nature  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney's plea,  there  are  three  positions  assumed  in  it:  1st,- 
he  says  that  he  intended  no  contempt  to  this  House; 
2d,  that  he  does  nut  believe  that  that  summons,  or  pro- 
cess, which  was  issued  by  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, was  a  legal  process;  3d,  that  if  the  House  shall  deter, 
mine  that  it  was,  he  is  willing  to  answer  in  two  ways: 
Ist,  that  he  will  answer  any  interrogatoriea  submitted, 
if  permitted  to  swear-  to  them  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  as  in  other  cases  of  a  similar  character;  or,  3d« 
that  he  ia  willing  to  go  to  the  committee  room,  provi- 
ded the  members  thereof  sre  restricted  from  wearing 
arms  during  his  examination.  It  appears  to  me,  sir, 
that,  before  the  appointment  of  any  committee,  the 
House  should  first  determine  upon  his  first  priposition, 
to  wit:  was  the  process  legal?  was  he  bound  to  answer? 
If  the  House  shall  thus  determine,  (as  probably  it  will,) 
that  he  is  bound  to  answer,  he  then  professes  a  willing- 
ness to  answer  in  one  of  the  two  modef.  If  the  House 
shall  determine  to  accept  cither  of  the  modes,  then  let 
him  answer,  and  the  question  is  at  ^n  end.  If  the  House 
shall  determine,  however,  that  neither  of  these  modes 
of  answering  is  acceptable  to  the  House,  then  there 
may  be  a  necessity  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  make  such  rules  for  the  |^vernment  of  Whitney's 
I  trial  as  may  best  comport  wuh  that  object.     He  can 
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then  be  heard  by  counsel.  But  if  the  House  shall  deter- 
mine that  be  may  answer  in  one  of  the  modes  proposed, 
then  much  valuable  time,  much  expense,  will  be  saved, 
that  can  be  bestowed  upon  much  more  valuable  subjects 
than  any  contest  we  can  have  with  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 

l^ere  are  most  of  the  appropriation  bills  yet  to  pass, 
seven  or  ei^t  hundred  bills  upon  your  table,  and  not 
three  weeks  bf  your  session  yet  remains.  The  Tennessee 
land  billj  which  has  been  here  for  twelve  or  fifteen 
years,  waiting  for  the  action  of  the, House;  and  if  this 
investifcation  shall  take  the  range  anticipated,  it  will  oc- 
cupy all  the  balance  of  the  session,  to  the  utter  exclu- 
•ion  of  all  other  business  whatever. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  I  have  voted  for  the  inquiry, 
and  all  the  subsequent  proceedings  to  bring  him  btrfore 
the  bar  of  this  House.  Since  this  question  was  last  up, 
I  have  examined  some  of  the  cases  which  have  arisen  in 
this  House  upon  the  subjects  of  contempt.  The  cases 
seein  to  show  that  this  House  has  never  prescribed  any 
rules  for  the  punishment  of  contempts,  but  a  simple  rep- 
rimand of  the  culprit  is  the  extent  of  its  powers.  There 
are  two  remarkable  cases:  the  first  of  Johnson  Ander- 
son, for  an  attempt  to  bribe  a  member  of  this  House. 
That  was  certainly  a  more  flagrant  offence  than  the  re- 
Aisal  to  appear  before  a  committee  of  the  House  to  give 
testimony.  After  several  weeks'  discussion  and  exami- 
nation of  Anderson's  case,  he  was  found  guilty;  artd 
what  then?  Why,  sir,  he  was  called  up  before  the 
Speaker,  who,  with  much  gravity,  reprimanded  bim.  A 
reprimand,  then,  sir,  is  the  extent  of  the  punishment. 
If  this  is  all,  (as  seems  to  be  generally  understood,)  the 
punishment  you  can  inflict  for  a  contempt,  f  conceive, 
is  not  only  a  prodigal  waste  of  the  time  and  money  of 
the  people,  but  it  is  worse:  it  is  a  farce  «cted  before  the 
people;  it  lessens  the  dignity  of  the  House,  to  be  arrayed 
for  three  weeks  in  a  controversy  with  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney; at  the  end  of  which,  suppose  we  find  bim  guilty  of 
every  thing  charged,  why,  all  the  punishment  we  can 
inflict  upon  him  is  an  exquisitely  nice-worded  reprimand 
from  the  Speaker. 

The  next  case  of  contempt  was  the  case  of  the  hon- 
orable Samuel  Houston.  After  three  weeks'  investiga- 
tion, engrossing  the  time  of  the  House  and  the  money 
of  the  people,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  business,  he 
was  found  guilty  pro  farmOf  called  to  the  bar  of  the 
House  pro  formal  and  the  honorable  Speaker,  with  a  de- 
gree of  splendor  and  elegance  seldom  equalled,  pro- 
nounced a  handsome  eulogy  (which  was  merited) 
upon  the  life  and  transactions  of  the  honorable  culprit, 
and  ended  by  saying',  **  1  am  commanded  by  the  House 
to  reprimand  you,  and  you  are  reprimanded  accordingly." 
This  was  the  substance  of  the  whole  precisely  Itke 
Anthony's  oration  over  the  dead  body  of  Cxsar.  After 
bestowing  the  most  handsome  eulogy  ever  delivered 
upon  Cxsar,  he  says,  «  Yet  Brutus  aays  he  (Caesar)  was 
ambitious;  and  Brutus  is  an  honorable  man."  In  this 
case,  the  honorable  House  says  Mr.  Whitney  has  com- 
mitted a  contempt,  and  the  House  is  composed  of  hon- 
orable men;  and  you,  Mr.  Whitney,  are  reprimanded, 
according  to  order.  It  is  lamentable,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  this  House  has  never  passed  any  laws  authorizing  a 
more  consummate  punishment  upon  those  who  act  in 
contempt  of  its  authority  than  a  simple  reprimand. 
Let  this  controversy  end  as  it  may,  it  amounts  to  noth- 
ing; oT^  in  other  words,  it  is  worse  than  nothing,  for  so 
I  consider  a  reprimand.  I  shall,  therefore,  vote  to  dis- 
pose of  this  case  as  early  as  possible,  so  that  the  House 
can  act  upon  something  that  may  be  beneficial  to  the 
country,  and  not  consume  the  whole  session  in  the  caae 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  against  Reuben  M. 
Whitney,  or  Reuben  M.  Whitney  against  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States.  Of  Mr.  Whitney  1  know  nothing; 
I  never  saw  bim,  to  my  knowledge,  before  be  was 


brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House.  But,  sir,  I  do  not 
wish  this  House  to  be  put  in  such  a  situation  as  it  may 
lose  much  valuable  time,  expend  much  money,  and 
gain  nothing  but  a  reprimand  upon  Reuben. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  that  the  time  of  the 
House  might  not  be  consumed  in  discussing  this  mere 
matter  of  form,  as  to  whether  this  subject  should  go  to 
a  select  committee  or  not,  when  the  important  appro- 
priation bills  to  carry  on  the  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  yet  unacted  on.  He  did  not  think  it  was 
necessarv  to  send  this  question  to  a  committee,  and  he 
appealed  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
LiiTGOLBr,]  who  had  oflered  this  resolution,  to  withdraw 
it,  because  that  House  could  just  as  well  determine  on 
the  mode  of  proceeding  as  any  seven  members  of  it 
could  who  might  be  appointed  a  committee  for  this  pur- 
pose. Inasmuch  as  Mr.  Whitney  waa  now  at  the  bar  of 
the  House,  he  trusted  the  House  would  not  permit  this 
question  to  go  to  a  committee,  but  that  they  would  de- 
cide it  there,  and  decide  it  promptly.  If  this  was  not 
done,  the  wheels  of  Government  must  stop,  becsuse  there 
was  no  money  appropriated  for  any  one  branch  of  the 
public  service.  He  hoped  that  those  gentlemen  who 
had  voted  to  bring  this  individual  to  the  bar  of  the 
House  would  vote  to  dispose  of  bis  case  with  all  posu- 
ble  despatch. 

Mr.  MAN2<7,  of  New  York,  ssid  it  was  foreseen,  before 
the  committee  presented  this  question  to  the  deliberate 
consideration  of  the  House,  that  it  would  ultimately  roll 
itself  into  a  question  of  greater  magnitude  for  considera- 
tion and  determination  tha»  any  question  that  had  been 
propounded  there  fur  a  long  time.  And  why  sof  It  was 
because  the  decision  of  that  House,  and  the  course  of 
its  proceedings  in  regard  to  this  question,  involved  the 
cause  of  free  government  throughout  the  world;  and 
the  action  of  that  I^ouse,  upon  a  matter  like  the  one  un- 
der cdhsideralion,  was  to  be  regarded  in  the  history  of 
this  country  as  for  or  against  free  government. 

Sir,  (continued  Mr.  M.,)  what  spectacle  are  we  pre- 
senting here,  as  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  SUtes,  to  the  consideration  of  all  those  nations 
and  countries  with  whom  we  are  on  such  terms  of  amity 
and  peace  as  that  they  take  cognizance  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  House?  Are  we  ofiering  to  them  an  exam- 
pie  for  their  imitation?  Or  are  we  oflTering  to  them  a 
spectacle  for  their  ridicule  and  contempt?  Sir,  It  be- 
comes the  dignity  of  this  House  to  vindicate  its  character 
as  the  representatives  of  this,  the  only  free  nation  of  the 
earth,  before  a  tribunal  of  the  civilized  world,  in  regfard 
to  this  matter.  I  care  not,  therefore,  air,  when  the  na- 
tional character  of  this  country,  in  all  future  times,  is  to 
be  involved,  (which,  upon  first  view,  seems  not  to  have 
struck  the  minds  of  all  gentlemen,)  I  ssy,  sir,  I  care  not 
what  becomes  of  your  pitiful  appropriation  bills  to  carry 
on  your  Government.  This  question  involves  consider- 
ations of  far  higher  import,  and  more  imperiously  calls 
upon  the  House  to  vindicate  its  character,  as  the  guar- 
dians of  civil  liberty,  than  all  the  appropriation  bills  you 
could  pass  hefe  from  this  time  to  the  end  of  time. 

Now,  sir,  why  is  this  all  so?  Why,  sir,  you  have  di- 
rected one  of  the  committees  of  this  House  to  make  an 
investigation.  That  committee,  in  the  course  of  the  in- 
vestigation, have  deemed  it  proper  to  take  what  they 
deemed  to  be  exceptions  to  an  answer  given  them  by  a 
witness.  What  was  that  answer?  Was  there  any  thing 
in  that  answer,  given  by  that  witness,  which  ough)  to 
have  disturbed  the  most  fastidious  member  of  that  com- 
mittee, in  and  of  itself? 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Ohio,  here  rose  and  called  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  to  order,  on  the  gro«nd  of  ir- 
relevancy.- 

Mr.  MANN.  The  gentleman  will  reduce  the  point 
to  writing. 
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Mr.  MASON  understood  the  question  before  the 
House  to  be  on  the  amendment  of  the  g^entleman  from 
Msssachusetts. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was,  and  pronounced  the  course 
of  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  be 
within  the  strict  limits  of  that  subject. 

Mr.  MANN  resumed.  Sir,  I. will  save  the  gentleman 
the  necessity  of  calling  me  to  order,  for  I  will  proceed 
in  order.  1  am  in  order.  I  am  going  on  to  show  why 
the  character  of  th':s  House  and  the  nation  demand  that 
this  House  of  Representntives  ought  immediately  to  per- 
mit ttiis  examination  of  this  witness,  in  regard  to  the  al- 
leged contempt  for  which  he  stands  now  arraigned  at 
th^  bar  of  the  House,  under  the  gaze  of  the  American 
people.  I  am  going  on  to  show,  sir,  why  you  should 
ermine  the  witness  forthwith,  instead  of  raising  a  com- 
mittee to  hunt  up  precedents  and  report  forms  and 
nodes  of  procedure. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  begged  to  explain,  for  he  thought  he 
hal  been  misunderstood.  The  object  in  raising  the 
committee  was  merely  to  report  a  simple  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, and  very  little  delay  would  ensue,  which  would 
be  amply  made  up  by  the  smving  of  time  afterwards. 
Mr.  L.  then  read  his  amendment. 

Mr.  MANN.  I  do  not  misunderstand  the  gentleman, 
siri  bu%  in  ray  judgment,  his  plan  is  paying  more  re- 
gard to  shadows  than  to  the  substance.  Now,  is  it  not 
In  the  power  of  the  gentleman  himself  to  cross-examine 
the  witnesses?  Would  he  feel  any  reluctance  to  do  it? 
If  so,  sir,  I  will  do  it;  I  can  do  it,  toot  having  had  a  lit- 
tle experience  since  this  session  commenced,  as  well  as 
formerly,  in  the  cross-examination  of  witnesses  before 
a  cammtttee. 

It  seems,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusettH  does  nut  choose  to  appcAr  here  as  a  prosecu- 
tor in  this  case,  and  that  is  the  reason  he  wants  this  res- 
olution adopted.  Now,  I  ask  the  gentleman  not  to 
shrink  from  the  rrsponsibUity  of  coming  here  with  a 
reaoUition,  and  moving  the  arrest  of  this  witness.  I 
foresaw  what  would  be  the  result.  I  foresaw,  before 
the  committee  left  their  room  with  their  report,  that  this 
was  to  become  one  of  the  most  important  questions,  in 
regard  to  the  character  of  the  American  Congress,  pre- 
sented for  a  long  time.  It  is  to'  be  decided  here,  and 
for  the  approval  and  approbation  of  the  civilized  world, 
whether  a  witness  shall  be  compelled  to  go  before  a 
committee  whose  mem»)ers  stand  with  arms  in  their 
hands  to  protect  thenlselves  for  what  that  committee 
may  deem  wrong. 

Sir,  (continued  Mr.  M.,)  bring  the  person  accused  to 
your  bar,  and  give  him  an  opportunity  of  placing  his 
%'indication  before  this  House,  and  in  the  hearing  of 
each  member  of  it.  If  there  ever  was  an  occasion,  if 
there  ever  will  be  another  occasion,  for  demanding,  at 
the  hands  of  this  House,  and  at  the  expense  of  every 
moment  of  its  tinne  from  this  to  the  end  of  the  session, 
more  than  the  present,  then  I  cannot  conceive  one.  I 
will,  however,  promise  to  relieve  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  LiircoLvl  fi;om  the  office  he  seems 
unwilling  to  assume  upon  himself.  If  he  does  not 
choose  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  coming  here  in 
favor  of  that  resolution,  as  well  as  myself,  for  1  agreed 
to  the  resolution  of  calling  the  witness  here,  then  I  will 
assume  the  duties  alternately,  and  in  vindication  of  what 
I  deem  to  be  just  to  the  character  of  this  House,  that  of 
instituting  the  most  scrutinizing  and  most  careful  cross- 
examination  of  these  witnesses  in  regard  to  what  the  ac- 
cused has  Intimated  here.  Let  it  be  determined  by  this 
House,  let  it  be  determined  before  the  eyes  not  only  of 
this  country  but  of  every  civilized  country  of  the  earth, 
whether  the  proceedings  of  thin  House  are  to  be  vindi- 
cated, and  asserted,  and  maintained;  and  in  what  man- 
ner those  proceedings  are  to  be  asserted,  vindicated, 
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maintained,  and  carried  on.  Sir,  it  is  due  to  the  world 
that  we  should  tell  them  that,  as  guardians  of  the  rights 
of  our  own  citizens,  as  well  as  maintainers  of  ihe  cause 
of  free  government  every  where,  we  should  point  out 
here,  from  the  very  temple  of  liberty  itself,  what  ought 
to.be  done. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  M.  said  be  would  not  apend  one 
single,  moment  in  instituting  an  inquiry  into  forms  of 
proceeding,  but  he  was  for  calling  upon  the  accused 
at  once  to  enter 4Jpon  his  defence,  give  him  his  counsel, 
and  let  that  counsel  cross-examine  the  witnesses. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  that  the  question  before 
us  was,  what  were  the  relative  merits  of  the  two  propo* 
sitions?— »the  dne  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu* 
setss  [Mr.  Livcour]  and  the  other  by  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Gholsov.]  He  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that,  unless  a  better  plan  was  suggested  than 
that  which  was  presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, he  would  vote  for  the  resolution  of  the  gen« 
tieman  from  Mississippi.  Expedition  in  this  matter  was 
certainly  an  object.  We  might  talk  as  much  aS  we 
pleased  about  the  vast  importance  of  this  sabjectt  about 
its  connexion  with  the  cause  of  free  government 
throughout  the  world.  For  bis  (Mr.  V's)  part,  he 
could  not  regard  it  as  being  of  sufficient  importance  to 
justify  us  in  such  a  consumption  of  time  with  it  as  to 
put  in  jeopardy  the  general  appropriation  bills. 

The  wheels  of  Government  must  be  kept  in  motion. 
Our  days  here  were  almost  numberedf  and  if  there  was 
not  a  general  disposition  here  to  despatch  this  matter, 
your  appropriation  bills  were  most  assuredly  in  danger. 
Why,  then,  instead  of  proceeding  immediately  with  the 
case,  refer  the  matter  back  to  a  select  committee,  for 
the  purpose  of  reporting  to  us  the  form  of  proceeding 
we  should  pursue?  The  Chsir  could  appoint  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  witnesses  on  the  part  of  this  HouAe. 
The  gentleman  from  Mississippi  would,  no  doubt,  so 
modify  his  amendment  as  to  authorize  the  Speaker  to 
appoint  such  catechists  or  prosecutors,  and  then  we 
i  could  proceed  immediately  with  the  trial.  The  gentie- 
man  from  Massachusetts  bad  told  us  that  he  had  looked 
into  the  precedents,  and  he  bad  doubtless  concocted 
some  plan  of  proceeding.  Let  the  gentleman  now  sug- 
gest it  to  us{  and  if  he  (Mr.  V.)  approved  of  it  he  would 
probably  vote  for  it;  but  he  could  not,  and  would  not, 
contribute  to  the  delay  that  would  be  consequent  upon 
the  parage  of  his  resolution.  Mr.  Whitney  had  already 
been  under  arrest  for  two  dsyf  $  and  it  was  due  to  him, 
and  to  the  regard  that  we  all  cherished  for  the  liberty  of 
the  citizen,  that  we  should  proceed  in  the  matter  with 
the  least  practicable  delay. 

Mr.  LANE  said,  to  his  mind,  the  question  presented 
to  the  House  is  a  plain  one,  so  far  as  it  legarded  the 
course  to  be  adopted  in  relation  to  the  case  as  it  now 
stands.  The  defendant  has  been  brought  to  the  bar  of 
the  House,  to  answer  for  an  alleged  contempt  in  not 
giving  evidence  before  one  of  its  committees.  To  which 
he  answers,  that  he  intended  no  contempt  to  this  House, 
and  manifested  bis  perfect  willingness  to  give  evidence 
before  the  committee,  provided  they  shall  appear  un- 
armed, or  that  he  will  appearand  answer  interrogatories 
submitted  before  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

The  defendant,  Mr.  Whitney,  stands  before  this  House 
purged  of  all  contempt;  and  the  only  remaining  question 
is  to  examine  witnesses  for  the  purpose  of  informing  the 
House  whether  the  reasons  alleged  are  or  are  not  true, 
in  order  to  enable  (he  House,  as  judges  in  this  case,  to 
come  to  a  ctirrect  conclusion  whetlier  the  defendant 
ought  to  be  protected  or  nut. 

This  would  be  the  proceeding  in  a  court  of  law,  when 
brought  up  before  the  court.  If  he  disclaimed  all  con- 
tempt, and  gave  bis  reasons  for  not  obeying  the  process 
of  the  court,  witnesses  would  be  called  upon  and  ex- 
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amined  « to  the  truth  or  the  eicute;  if  a  good  one,  there 
ii  an  end  of  the  whole  proceeding,  and  the  accused  is  in- 
stantly discharged. 

There  can  be  no  necessity  for  a  committee  to  report 
rules  of  proceeding.  Let  us  come  at  it,  at  once,  by 
permitting  the  defendant  to  call  witnesses  to  the  bar  of 
the  House,  to  prove  the  truth  of  his  excuse. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  if  one  half  the  defendant  has 
stated  be  true,  in  relation  to  what  took  place  before  the 
committee,  to  his  mind,  the  said  R.  MP  Whitney,  the  de- 
fendant, would  not  only  stand  blameless  before  this 
House  and  the  nation,  but  in  all  things  justified.  That 
be  held  obedience  and  protection  go  togeihert  the  one 
withheld,  and  the  other  ceases.  That  hi  held  no  one 
ought  to  be  called  upon  to  appear  before  a  hostile  and 
armed  tribunal. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  had  but  a 
word  or  two  to  offer.  It  aeemed  to  him  that  when 
the  two  propositions  were  gravely  considered,  there 
could  be  no  difficulty  in  the  minds  of  gentlemen 
as  to  which  ought  to  be  adopted.  What  were  the 
facts?  Mr.  Whitney  had  been  brought  to  that  House 
upon  a  resolution  charging  him,  or  rather  which  requir> 
ed  him  to  answer  in  regaiS  to  an  alleged  contempt  com- 
mitted by  him  against  that  Houset  in  the  first  place,  In 
failing  to  appear  before  one  of  its  committeea,  when 
summoned  for  that  purpose;  and,  tn  the  second  place,  in 
regard  to  a  letter  written  by  him  to  the  committee,  which 
is  supposed  to  contain  an  insult. 

Well,  be  had  been  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House; 
and  what  was  then  further  proposed  to  be  done?  It  was 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Liztcolh]  that  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  mode  proper  for  the  House  to  pursue  in 
regard  to  the  investigation  of  these  facts.  The  other 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr. 
Gholsov]  proposed  that  they  ahould  proceed  at  once 
to  the  examination  of  witnesses.  Now,  upon  what 
subject  did  the  gentleman  propose  to  hear  witnesses? 
Mr.  Whitney  bad  sent  to  the  House  a  letter,  which  Mr. 
C.  had  not  heard  read,  but  which  he  understood  to  coik 
tain  charges  against  members  of  another  committer,  and 
that  he  was  unwilling  to  go  befora  the  committee  which 
had  summoned  him  unless  the  House  would  pass  an  order 
that  the  members  of  that  committee  should  not  be  armed. 
He  atates  that  he  is  unwilling  to  go  before  that  committee 
unless  the  House  pass  such  an  order,  but  that  he  was  wil- 
ling to  go  before  a  magistrate,  and  there  swear  his  answers 
to  such  interrogatories  as  the  committee  may  file.  Now, 
suppose  the  last  gentleman's  [Mr.  Gholsos's]  proposition 
should  be  adopted,  where  would  the  iaquiries  extend^ 
Would  they  not  extend  directly  to  the  fact  as  to  whether 
this  committee  should  be  armed  or  not?  And  as  to 
whether  this  committee  was  a  safe  tribunal  for  a  witness 
to  appear  before?  Mr.  C.  would  ask  whether  such  an 
offer  was  not,  of  itself,  an  insult  to  the  American  Con- 
gress^ What!  waa  it  a  proper  subject  of  inquiry, 
whether  the  Speaker  of  that  House  had  constituted  a 
committee  that  met  armed  to  the  teeth?  Surely  the 
gentlemen  did  not  mean  to  institute  such  an  inquiry  as 
that! 

Again:  should  the  propomtion  of  the  gentleman  be 
adopted,  might  it  not  happen  that,  instead  of  inquiring 
into  the  alleged  contempt  committed  by  Mr.  Whitney, 
they  would  be  drawn  off  into  an  investigation  of  the 
scene  that  took  place  before  another  committee?  And 
tha*,  in  fact,  instead  of  going  on  with  the  inquiry  against 
Mr.  Whitney,  it  would  result  in  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  members  of  thai  House,  not  in  the  committee  before 
which  he  was  summoned  to  appear,  but  before  another 
committee?  For  these  and  other  reasons,  Mr.  C.  was 
in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts. 


Mr.  GHOLSON  would  answer  the  gentleman  by 
telling  him  what  his  object  was  in  oflTering  his  re8olution# 
He  had  understood  this  whole  proceeding  against  Mr. 
Whitney  to  have  grown  out  of  his  refusal  to  appear  hew 
fore  the  committee;  for  which  refusal  he  (the  witness) 
had  assigned  certain  reasons,  then  before  the  House. 
Now,  Mr.  G's  object  was  to  have  witnesses  examined  to 
inquire,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  into  the  truth  of  the 
facts  or  statements  set  forth  by  Whitney  to  the  Houhe, 
and  given  by  him  as  his  reasons  for  refusing  to  obey  the 
cumroons  of  the  committee.  If  the  House  should  think 
the  reasons  good,  why,  discharge  him.  If  tbe  House 
should  be  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  reasons  were  in- 
sufficient, why,  they  would  not  discharge  him.  This  was 
the  quickest,  readiest,  and  most  simple  way  of  reaching 
the  point.  Moreover,  Mr.  G.  was  as  willing  that  the  con- 
duct of  a  member  of  that  House  should  be  inquired  into 
as  that  of  any  other  American  citizen. 

Mr.  CALHOON  should  not  be  disposed  to  go  into  an 
inquiry  as  to  the  truth  or  fabehood  of  any  statement 
which  this  witness  had  made.  He  considered  that  it 
was  not  a  proper  courae  to  go  into  an  investigation  of 
the  conduct  of  members  of  the  select  committee.  The 
proper  course,  he  thought,  would  be  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee, whose  duty  it  should  be  to  report  a  mode  of 
proceeding  before  the  House.  But  if  gentlemen  saw 
proper  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  members  of  that 
House-^into  their  object  in  certain  transactions,  and  into 
the  object  of  tbe  Speaker  in  appointing  members  of 
that  House  on  committees,  who  were  not  proper  persons 
for  witnesses  to  appear  before— he  had  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  HARDIN  would  vote  for  the  original  resolution 
and  against  the  amendment.  He  had  been  trying  to 
bring  himself  to  support  the  amendment,  but  could  not 
do  so.  On  last  Friday,  aAer  a  lengthy  debate,  they  had 
directed  the  Speaker  to  issue  his  warrant  to  take  that 
individusl  into  custody,  and  bring  him  before  the  bar  of 
the  Housei  and  Mr.  H.  thpught  that  waa  the  identical 
place  to  hear  him.  This  witness  now  proposed  giting 
his  reasons  why  he  had  not  appeared  before  the'com- 
mitteei  and  why  not  hear  him^  Gentlemen  had  urged 
upon  the  House  the  necessity  of  sending  this  subject 
back  to  a  committee.  Well,  suppose  it  was  sent  to  a 
committee,  the  witness  would  have  to  appear  before 
that  committee^  and  how  could  he  appear  before  a  com- 
mittee when  he  wu  in  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at- 
j  arms? 

I      Mr.  LINCOLN  explained  that  be  had  merely  brought 
I  this  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  and  that 
he  had  no  personal  feelings  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  did  not  mean  to  insinuate 
that  the  gentleman  from  Massacliusetts  had  been  opera- 
ted upon  by  any  sinister  motives. 

Mr.  BGLL  presumed  it  was  the  intention  of  evety 
gentleman  tu  have  this  question  put  in  such  a  situation 
aa  to  deapatch  it  as  speedily  as  it  could  possibly  be  done, 
with  justice  to  the  individual  who  had  been  brought  to 
the  bar  of  the  House,  and  to  the  House  itself.  The 
gentlennan  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Gholson]  proposed 
immediately  to  proceed  to  the  examination  of  witnesses; 
but  that  gentleman  must  see  that  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  LxKcour]  would  not 
interfere  with  his  proposition.  Mr.  B.  wiahed  to  im- 
press upon  the  House  the  importance,  in  an  economical 
point  of  view,  of  adopting  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  as  the  House  could  proceed 
with  infinitely  greater  despatch  in  this  way  than  any 
other.  As  he  understood  the  proposition  <  j*  that  gen- 
tleman, the  committee,  proposed  to  be  rai&ed  could  at 
once  determine  on  the  mode  of  proceeding  without  a 
delay  of  ten  minutes,  and  then  the  House  would  be  pre- 
pared tP  proceed  regularly  with  the  examination  of  wit- 
nesses. 
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It  woold  be  obtenred,  by  the  statement  of  the  wit- 
ne«  htimelf,  that  the  whole  difficulty  had  grown  out  of 
the  fears  he  entertained  of  violence  being  committed 
upon  him  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee.  As  soon 
at  a  committee  should  be  instituted,  and  the  mode  of 
proceeding  determined  on,  Mr.  B.  would  propose  to 
take  a  step  to  terminate  all  this  difficulty,  which  would 
be  to  examine  Mr.  Whitney  at  the  bar  of  the  House; 
and,  if  he  would  state  that  he  was  really  in  fear  of  vio- 
lence fK>m  the  chairman  of  this  select  committee,  then 
Mr.  B.  would  move  that  the  Speaker  direct  the  Ser- 
leeant-at-arms  to  attend  him,  and  protect  him  from  vio- 
lence. IMr.  B.  understood  this  to  have  been  the  reason 
of  the  witness,  that  he  would  have  attended  before  the 
committee  but  for  fear  of  violence t  and,  in  that  case,  he 
thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  protect  a  wtt- 
nesst  and  if  he  would  state  on  oath  that  this  was  the 
reason  he  had  failed  to  appear  before  the  committee, 
Mr.  B.  would  consider  it  the  duty  of  the  House  to  pro- 
tect him,  He  hoped  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Mtssachuaetts  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to  amend  Mr. 
Gholsov's  resolution,  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the 
following: 

**  And  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the 
Speaker,  to  examme  such  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the 
House." 

Mr.  GH0L80N  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  LiircoLii*s  amendment  was  then  disagreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  original  resolu- 
tion, ^ 

Mr.  BOON  reminded  the  House  that,  when  this  sub- 
ject was  under  consideration  on  Friday  last,  he  had  pre- 
dicted the  difficulties  that  would  arise.  He  wss  now 
happy  to  find  that  some  gentlemen  tt  least  had  changed 
their  opinion  since  the  vote  they  gave  that  Heuben  M. 
Whitney  should  be  brought  there.  Now,  would  this 
result,  as  some  gentlemen  hkd  intimated  and  designed. 
In  that  individual's  being  reprimanded  by  the  Speaker? 
At  least  it  had  not  yet  become  matter  of  record;  no,  nor 
even  reduced  to  a  certainty  that  it  ever  would  be.  If  a 
law  were  in  existence,  or  should  be  psssed,  defining  the 
nsture  of  contempts,  he  (Mr.  B.)  would  go  to  arrest  any 
individual  guilty  of  them,  be  he  whom  he  might.  Till 
such  a  law  should  be  passed,  he,  however,  would  never 
give  his  vote  to  bring  any  man  before  that  House  for 
contempt. 

«  The  CHAIR  reminded  t^e  gentleman  from  Indiana 
that  the  proposition  then  pending  did  not  open  the  whole 
merits  of  the  question. 

Mr.  BOON  said  he  would  submit  one  thst  should  open 
the  whole  roeritst  and  he  sent  it  to  the  Clerk's  table  to 
be  read,  as  follows: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  **Iie9olffed,"  and  insert, 
;«That  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  now  at  the  bar  of  this 
House,  be  forthwith  discharged  from  the  custody  of  the 
Sergeant-at-arms. " 

Mr.  B.  hoped,  hessid,  when  the  proper  time  arrived, 
the  yeas  and  nays  would  be  taken  on  this  proposition. 
Notwithstanding  the  remark  of  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Mahit,]  that  he  considered 
the  pitiful  appropriation  bills  for  the  support  of  the  Gov- 
ernment as  nothing  compared  with  the  ^ttltfment  of 
this  question,  Mr.  B.  must  be  allowed  to  say  that,  when 
the  subject  before  the  House  wss  compared  with  the 
great  general  interests  of  the  (Country,  the  case  of  Reu- 
ben M.  Whitney  and  the  seli^ct  committee  in  the  room 
below  sunk  into  utter  insignificance.  Why,  there  was 
one  tingle  question,  in  whicli  the  Western  country  was 
hnterested,  (the  land  bill,)  that  was  paramount  to  a  hun- 
dred Reuben  Whitney  cases  of  this  kind;  nay,  more,  he 
would  say  a  thousand. 
''  Mr.  B .  saw  no  necessily  for  detaining  the  House,  at  the 


sacrifice  of  all  the  business  of  the  country,  any  further, 
l^he  prisoner  at  the  bar  had  told  them  that  he  wished  to 
be  heard  by  counsel,  and  it  wss  understood  out  of  doors 
that  he  htd  selected  two  of  the  most  distinguished  gen- 
tlemen in  the  country  as  his  counsel;  snd  if  they  were 
to  be  heard  at  length,  as  they  assuredly  will  if  the  House 
entered  upon  the  subject,  then  this  question  would  not 
be  settled  in  six  solemn  days;  for  the'  counsel  would 
occupy  at  least  two,  and  each  of  the  committee  to  be  ap- 
pointed will  probably  spesk,  snd  then  the  balance,  or  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  two  hundred  and  forty  Repre- 
sentatives, would  take  that  opportunity,  also,  to  maintain 
their  rights  tber^.  The  truth  was,  he  feared  that  the 
residue  of  the  session  would  be  consumed  by  it.  After 
some  further  remarks,  Mr.  B.  concluded  by  moving  the 
substitute  above. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  said  he  had  voted  against  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  to  bring  Reu- 
ben M.  Whitney  before  the  House,  for  an  alleged  eon- 
tempt  in  refusing  to  appear  before  the  committee  of 
which  an  honorable  member  from  Virginia  is  the  chah*- 
man;  and  he  had  done  so  because  he  did  not  with,  at  this 
late  stage  of  the  session,  when  so, much  important  busi- 
ness remained  to  be  acted  on,  to  go  into  an  examination 
of  the  embarrassing  and  difficult  question  of  an  alleged 
contempt  of  the  House,  by  refusing  to  appear  before 
one  of  its  committees;  but,  ss  a  majority  of  the  House  hsd 
determined  to  bring  the  accused  before  them,  he  cheer- 
fully submitted  to  their  decision. 

Whether  the  accused  had  acted  contemptuously,  and 
how  far  his  conduct  was  reprehensible,  if  at  all,  depend- 
ed upon  the  facts  which  would  be  elicited  from  the  ex- 
amination of  witnesses;  and  hk  was  therefore  opposed, 
at  present,  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana, which  directed  the  accused  to  be  discharged  from 
the  custody  of  the  Sergesnt-at-arms,  and  would  go  for 
the  resolution  of  the  member  from  Mississippi, 'and  as- 
certain satisfactorily  such  facts  as  would  enable  the  House 
to  judge  correctly  of  the  conduct  of  the  accused,  and  to 
determine  whether  he  is  excusable  or  not  in  his  refusal 
to  appear  before  the  select  committee. 

Mr.  A.  said  they  could  not  shut  their  eyes  to  what 
had  transpired  in  another  committee^  and  that  the  pres- 
ent chairman  of  the  select  committee,  before  which  the 
accused  refuses  to  appear,  was  one  of  the  members  of 
the  former  committee,  in  which  a  difficulty  arose  be- 
tween a  friend  of  the  present  chairman  [Mr.  Wisx]  and 
the  accused;  and  on  that  occasion  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Virginia  stated  to  this  House  that  "  the  wit- 
ness had  his  right  hand  in  his  pantaloons  pocket;  that  he 
expected  him  to  draw  a  deadly  weapon  on  his  friend; 
that  he  watched  the  motion  of  that  right  arm,  the  elbow 
of  winch  could  be  seen  by  him,  and,  had  it  moved  one 
inch,  he  (Whitney)  had  died  upon  the  spot;  that  was 
his  determination ." 

He  woold  like  to  know,  from  the  witnesses  who  might 
be  examined,  all  the  fHCts  in  relation  to  this  mstter,  so 
that  the  House  might  determine  whether  Mr.  Whitney 
had  any  apprehension  of  being  assaulted,  or  had  any  fear 
operating  on  his  mind,  sufficient  to  excuse  him  from  ap- 
pearing before  the  committee;  he  would  also  be  able  to 
judge,  from  the  testimony,  whether  there  was  any  good 
and  sufficient  ground  for  apprehension  of  danger  on  the 
part  of  the  witness.  If  he  placed  himself  in  such  a  situ- 
ation as  to  be  exposed  '*  to  die  on  the  spot,"  if  he  firmly 
believed  his  life  was  in  danger,  or  if  he  really  supposed 
that  he  subjected  himself  to  personal  injury,  Mr.  A.  said 
he  would  never  vote  to  bring  him  before  that  committee; 
but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  a  mere  idle,  vague,  and  un- 
authorized fear,  and  there  was  no  just  ground  of  appre- 
hension, in  such  case  the  witness  should  l>e  compelled  to 
appear  to  give  evidence.  Our  lawa  have  respect  to  the 
intention  of  those  who  violate  them,  and  they  never  pun- 
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ish  for  crime  or  €ontemp^  unlcBt  there  is  an  intentional 
violation.  By  our  Post  Office  lawf»,  robbery  of  the  mail, 
where  the  life  of  the  carrier  is  flut  in  jeopardy,  la,  pun- 
ishable with  death;  but  if  the  c&rrifr'a  life  is  not  put  in 
jeopardy,  the  punishment  is  only  fine  and  imprisonment. 
In  the  case  before  us,  after  obtaining  the  evidence,  we 
shall  be  able  to  determine  whether  the  life  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney was  in  jeopardy;  or,  if  not,  whether  he  solen^nly  be- 
lieves, by  going  before  the  comrqiltee,  he  subjects  him- 
self to  personal  injury. 

When  gentlemen  talk  of  the  indignity  ofTered  to  the 
House,  by  the  refusal  of  a  witness  to  appear  before  one 
of  its  committees,  and  exclaim  that  there  would  be  an 
end  of  all  investigation  if  such  conduct  is  tolerated,  ihey 
only  look  at  one  side  of  this  disagreeable  question. 
While  he  admitted  that  all  judicial  and  legislative  tribu- 
nals are  bound,  in  honor,  to  assert  and  maintain  their 
rights  and  privileges,  and  to  enforce  obedience  to  all  their 
lawful  mandates,  yet  they  are  equally  bound,  by  every 
principle  of  justice  and  equity,  to  protect  and  shield 
every  witness  that  comes  before  them  from  the  least  per- 
sonal danger,  from  the  slightest  apprehension  for  his 
safety  and  perfect  security. 

Can  it  be  imagined  for  a  moment  that  a  witness  would 
tell  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing' but  the  truth, 
when  his  mind  is  agitated  by  fear,  and  when  he  is  under 
compulsion  and  restraint?  What  reliance  could  be  placed 
on  testimony  obtained  from  one  who  considers  himself  in 
danger  from  those  before  whom  he  is  giving  evidence? 
It  would  be  much  better  to  let  him  go  before  a  magis- 
trate, and  answer  such  interrogatories  as  might  be  pro- 
pounded., to  himi  and  the  testimony  thus  taken  would 
have  much  more  effect  in  producing  conviction.  Every 
individual  has  the  natural  right  to  protect  himself  from 
insult  and  injury.  His  life,  his  body,  health  and  reputa- 
tion, are  peculiarly  within  his  own  protection;  and  no 
tribunal  should  have  the  power  to  violate  these  natural  in- 
defeisible  rights;  and  no  man  should  be  compelled  to  ap- 
pear before  any  tribunal  when  he  was  placed  in  jeopar- 
dy of  life  or  limb.  If,  on  investigation,  it  should  be 
found  that  Mr.  Whitney  had  no  reasonable  ground  to 
apprehend  injury,  then  the  House  could  adopt  such 
course  as  would  vindicate  its  privileges  an4  assert  its 
rights;  but  if  it  should  turn  out  that  he  had  good  cause 
to  withhold  obedience  to  the  summons  of  the  committee, 
then  he  would  vote  to  discharge  him  from  custody. 

In  the  answer  of  the  accused  to  the  summons  of  the 
committee,  be  expresses  himself  as  perlectly  willing  to 
answer  interrogatories  before  a  magistrate,  or  to  appear 
and  answer  before  the  committee,  if  they  prevent  the  car- 
rying of  dangerous  weapons  in  the  committee  room. 
This  Mr.  A.  considered  a  reasonable  request,  from  what 
*  had  tranapired,  as  the  witness  could  as  fully  ansmer  in 
this  mode  as  if  he  were  in  the  presence  of  the  committee, 
because  he  believed  the  practice  of  similar  committees 
was  to  put  all  qiieatioos  in  writing,  and  receive  answers 
in  the  aame  manner.  But  if  the  House  should  decline 
to  adopt  this  proposition,  they  could  protect  the  witness, 
as  their  duty  required  them  to  do,  hy  preventing  dan- 
gerous weapons  from  entering  the  committee  room. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.%A<  observed  that  the  House  having 
resolved  on  prosecuting  this  subject  of  contempt,  he  was 
willing  to  hear  all  the  facts  and  circumstancea  connected 
with  it,  and  ascertain  whether  the  accused  considered 
himself  in  a  state  of  duresse,  and  entitled  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  House,  or  whether  it  was  a  mere  pretext  on 
his  part  to  avoid  giving  testimony  before  the  committee. 
When  the  'Mruth  and  whole  truth"  should  come  to 
light,  we  could  act  as  become  the  dignity  and  honor  of 
the  representatives  of  a  free  and  enlightened  people. 

Mr.  CHAPIN* moved  to  amend  the  modified  resolu- 
tion of  Mr.  Gholiok,  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the 
following: 


*'  That  the  questions  put  &ha1!  be  reduced  to  writing 
before  proposed  to  the  witness,  and  that  the  answers  be 
also  reduced  to  writing.  Every  question  put  by  any 
other  member  of  the  committee  shall  be  reduced  to  wri- 
ting by  such  member,  and  be  propounded  to  the  witnesa 
by  the  Speaker,  if  not  objected  to;  but  if  any  question 
shall  be  objected  to,  6r  any  testimony  offered  shall  be 
objected  to,  by  any  member,  the  member  so  objecting, 
;ind  the  accused  or  bis  counsel,  shall  be  withdrawn;  after 
which,  the  question  shall  be  decided  without  further  de- 
bate. If  parole  evidence  is  rifered,  the  witnesses  shall 
be  sworn  by  the  Speaker,  and  be  examined  at  the  bar, 
unless  they  are  members  of  the  House,  in  wliich  case 
they  may  be  examined  in  their  places." 

Mr.  CHAPIN  said  his  object  in  ofl'ering  the  amend- 
ment proposed  was  to  save  time,  and  prevent  the  con- 
fusion which  must  necessarily  result  from  proceeding 
with  the  trial  of  the  accused  without  eatablishing  some 
rules  to  govern  the  action  of  the  House.  This  proposi- 
tion accomplishes  directly  what  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  LixrcoLir]  designed  to  do  by 
raising  a  committee  to  report  forthwith  a  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding. We  are  admonished  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  CAMBRSLavo]  that 
the  important  appropriation  billa  are  in  danger  of  being 
lost  by  the  waste  of  time  in  adhermg  to  established 
forms,  and  that  no  obstacles  should  be  thrown  in  the 
way  of  a  prompt  decision  of  the  case  before  the  House. 
This  amendment  imbodies,  substantially,  the  mode  of 
proceeding  recommended  by  the  committee  of  privi- 
leges, in  the  celebrated  case  of  Houston,  pending  before 
this  House,  in  183?.  It  was  important  to  determine, 
preliminarily,  by  whom  the  prosecution  should  be  con- 
ducted; in  what  manner  the  questions  should  be  put, 
and  the  answers  given;  whether  orally  or  in  Writing;  and 
by  whom  objections  to  the  testimony  should  be  argued— 
or  the  whole  proceeding  would  lead  to  confusion  and 
an  interminable  debate. 

•  Mr.  C.  voted  against  the  resolution  requiring  Mr. 
Whitney  to  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  this  House.  He 
did  so,  because  the  only  evidence  of  the  refusal  of  the 
witness  to  obey  the  summons  of  the  committee,  of  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wiss]  waa 
chairman,  set  forth  at  length  the  grounds  of  such  refusal* 
and  to  his  mind  they  were  perfectly  satisfsctory.  But 
he  would,  for  the  present,  waive  the  discussion  on  that 
point;  as  it  involved  Uic  merits  of  the  controveray,  it 
would  not  be  in  order  to  discuss  it  in  this  stage  of  the 
proceeding. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  conclude  by  asking  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Mississippi  to  accept  the  amendment 
he  had  offered,  aa  a  modification  of  the  original  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  PARRS  said  that  he,  as  well  as  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  was  opposed  to  bringing  thia  individual 
before  the  House;  but,  as  he  was  brought  there,  they 
owed  it  to  the  gentleman  himself,  and  to  the  House, 
that  he  have  a  hearing.  The  motion  pending  waa,  that 
a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  examine  witnesaea 
on  the  part  of  the  House;  and  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
the  question,  and  of  ascertaining  whether  they  would 
lay  it  aside,  or  go  on  with  it,  be  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  appealed  to  Mr.  Paxxs  to  withdraw 
the  motion  for  a  moment;  which  be  did;  when  Hr.  G. 
accepted  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  CHAriir;  and 

Mr.  PARKS  then  renewed  the  motion  for  the  previ- 
ous question;  which  waa  seconded  by  the  House:  Yeaa 
97,  nays  S3;  and  the  main  question,  having  been  ordered, 
was  pur,  and  carried,  without  a  division. 

So  the  resolution,  atf  modified,  waa  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

The  SPEAKER  then  aonoanced  the  oonimittee;  and 
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Mr.  Whitney  wit  ag^tin  brought  in,  the  order  read  to 
him,  and  he  put  in  a  list  of  witnesses  be  requested  to  be 
summoned. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  rose  to  protest  agrainst  the  whole 
proceedings,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  This  was 
the  first  time  he  had  ever  seen  an  individual  who  was 
put  upon  his  trial  for  an  alleged  contempt,  in  which  he 
was  about  to  be  authorized  to  summon  witnesses  to  tes- 
tify in  regard  to  another  matter,  before  he  has  been  call- 
ed upon  to  purge  himself  of  the  contempt  alleged.  His 
idea  was,  that  as  Mr.  Whitney  had  refused  to  attend  be- 
fore a  committee  of  the  House  and  testify,  he  should  be 
called  upon  to  testify,  upon  oath,  why  he  did  not  attend 
before  that  coj&mitteei  and,  after  that,  if  the  House 
should  decide  that  his  ressons  were  sufficient,  they  of 
course  wouM  excuse  him,  and  direct  him  to  be  discharg- 
ed! but  if  he  did  not  answer,  or  if  his  reasons  for  not 
l^oing  before  the  committee  were  insufficient,  tbey 
would  keep  him  in  custody  until  he  did  answer. 

[Mr.  TuRBiiL  submitted  to  the  Chair  whether  the 
whole  merits  of  this  question  were  open  for  discus- 
sion. 

The  Cbatb  informed  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
that  the  merits  of  the  question  were  not  now  open  for 
discussion.] 

Mr.  U.  continued.  This  witness  had  stated  his. wil- 
lingness to  testify,  provided  he  could  do  so  consistent 
with  his  personal  safety.  As  soon  ss  be  testified  upon 
oath  as  to  his  reasons  for  not  appearing  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  it  was  ascertained  that  these  reasons,  were 
S^od  reasonp,  he  purged  himself  of  the  contempt;  but  if 
he  would  not  take  an  oath  that  his  life  was  in  danger, 
the  House  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  keeping  him 
in  custody  until  he  would  testify. 

Dut,  said  Mr.  U.,  suppose  you  bring  this  indivtdusl  be- 
fore the  House,  aUow  him  counsel,  and  have  a  com- 
mittee  to  put  interrogatories  to  him,  where  was  this 
thing  to  terminate?  He  considered  that  all  this  difficulty 
could  be  avoided  by  requiring  Mr.  Whitney  to  state  why 
and  wherefore  he  did  not  appear  before  the  select  com- 
mittee of  the  House  to  give  evidence}  and  if  bis  evidence 
wat  sufficient,  thry  were  bound  to  discharge  him.  In 
bis  view  of  the  case,  all  the  House  wanted  was  to  know 
what  Mr.  Whitney's  feelings  were  in  regard  to  his  re- 
fusing to  appear  before  the  committee;  and  that  they 
could  not  obtain  by  an  examination  of  witnesses. 

Mr.  HARRISON,  of  Miaaouri,  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  in  relation  to 
Mr.  Whitney  was  adopted;  but  the  motion  waa  nega- 
tived: Teaa  93,  nsys  95. 

The  respondent  was  ihen  removed  from  the  bar,  and 
the  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  other  biisi- 
ness.- 

Several  petitions  and  memorials  were  now  presented, 
in  the  reversed  order  of  States  and  Terrirories;  among 
which. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob  Gresr, 
suting  that  be  bad  in  bis  poasession  a  fifty  dollar  note, 
money  of  the  Continental  Congreis,  which  he  prayed 
Congress  m*ght  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver. 

Mr.  PA TTON  moved  that  the  petition  be  laid  on  the 
table;  which  motion  was  rejected.  • 

Mr.  McKEON  moved  to  refer'  the  petition  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  motiua  was  made  to  commit  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  LAY  moved  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

And  the  question  being  Uken,  the  petition  waa  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionsry  Claims. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  the  petition  of  Reuben  M. 
Whitney,  (sceompanied  by  a  letter  requesting  the  Speak- 
er, aa  the  presiding  officer  of  the  House,  to  present  the 
same,)  stating  that  he  had  been  summoned  before  a 


committee  of  the  House,  compls^ing  of  certain  proceed- 
ings, and  uking  the  House  to  grsnt  him  redress. 
TEXAS. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  presented  the 
petition  of  cit'zens  of  the  District  of  Columbis,  prsytng 
for  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texss;  which 
he  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  make  it  the  order  of  the  day 
for  next  Tuesday  week. 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs. . 

This  petition,  giving  rise  to  debate,  was  laid  over. 

Mr.  LEWIS  then  inquired  of  the  chsirman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  at  what  time  they  might 
expect  a  report  from  thst  committee  on  the  subject  of 
the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  inquired  if  a  question  of  this  kind  • 
was  in  order. 

The. CHAIR  replied  that,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  House, 
inquiries  of  this  kind  were  permitted. 

Mr.  HOWARD  then  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Lxwx<0  ^^*^  about  a  month  ago  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs  hsd  directed  him  to  introduce 
a  resolution  calling  on  the  President  of  the  United  ' 
States  for  information  in  regard  to  our  intercourse  with 
Mexico,  as  they  considered  it  to,  have  a  direct  bearing 
upon  the  subject  of  our  affairs  with  Texas;  and  they 
considered  the  information  they  were  to  obtain  by  that 
resolution  as  most  material  in  making  up  an  opinion  in 
relation  to  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas. 

But  when  the  document  called  for  came  before  the 
House,  it  would  be  recollected  that  he  (Mr.  H.)j^had. 
moved  to  commit  it  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs; when  a  motion  was  made  to  accompany  that  ref- 
erence with  instructions;  and,  in  consequence  of  this,  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  had  never,  up  to  this  mo- 
ment, had  it  in  their  power  to  get  at  the  information 
contained  in  the  document,  it  being  still  tied  up  in  the 
House.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama  must  therefore 
perceive  that,  as  the  committee  had  not  yet  had  access 
to  these  papers,  it  could  do  nothing  until  this  question 
of  reference  was  settled. 

JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  said  he  had  been  requested,  by  a 
number  of  individuals  interested  in  certain  prizes  made 
by  the  late  celebrated  John  Paul  Jones,  to  endeavor  to 
obtain  for  them  the  compensation  to  which  they^were 
respectively  entitled  for  their  services.  In  relation  to 
this  matter,  he  had  applied  for  information  to  the  l^reas- 
ury  Department,  and  had  obtained  therefrom  a  state- 
ment respecting  the  prizes  sent  into  France,  which  on 
his  motion  had  been  oirdered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  House.  It  appeared  from  that  statement  that  the 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  had  been  received  on  ac- 
count of  the  capture  of  the  Serapis,  the  Countess  of 
Scarborough,  and  Bonhomme  Richard,  of  which  by  far 
the  greater  portion  had  been  paid  away,  leaving  only  a 
small  balance  of  three  or  four  thousand  dollars  to  be  di- 
vided amongst  such  of  the  captora  of  those  vessels  as 
may  still  survive*  But  there  was  another  class  of  cap- 
tures: be  alluded  to  those  that  were  sent  into  Bergen, 
in  Norway,  and  which  were  there  delivered  up  to  the 
English  by  the  Crown  of  Denmark.  It  sppeared  to 
him  that  if  ever  a  reclamation  was  to  be  made  on  Den- 
mark for  the  value  of  those  prizes,  it  was  high  time 
that  a  negotiation  should  be  opened.  He  therefore  ask- 
ed leave  to  offer  a  joint  resolution  on  the  subject. 

Leave  being  granted,  Mr.  P.  then  sent  to  the  Chair 
the  following  resolution: 

A  joint  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  assert  and  prosecute  with  effect  the 
claim  of  the  United  States  against  Denmark  for  the  value 
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of  the  three  prizes  made  by  John  Paul  Jones,  in  1779, 
and  whieb  were  sent  by  him  into  Bergen,  In  Norway, 
and  there  delivered  up  to  the  English  by  the  Crown  of 
Denmark. 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Foreign  Afiairs.  He  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  it  was  embraced  under  the  last  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Denmark. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  had  no  objection  to  the  reference, 
but  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  those  prizes  had  never 
been  made  the  subject  of  any  trelity  stipulation  with 
Denmark.  The  resolution  submitted  the  propriety  of 
action  to  the  Judgment  of  the  President,  and  he  hoped 
the  committee  would  soon  report  it. 

The  resolution  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs. 

COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  presented  a  petition  praying  aid  to 
the  Colonization  Society,  which  he  moved  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Aff*airs. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected,  and  contended  that  the  memo- 
rial should  be  laid  on  the  table,  under  the  order  of  the 
IStb  of  Jsnuary. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  memorial  wo\ild  not  come 
under  the  resolution.  Similar  memorials  had  been  pre- 
sented, which,  in  some  instances,  had  been  referred, 
and  in  others  had  been  laid  on  the  table.  In  the  latter 
instance,  the  disposition  was  the  effect  of  a  motion  made 
for  such  purpose. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  reading  of  the  memorial. 

And  the  memorial,  giving  rise  to  debate,  was  then 
ordered  to  lie  over. 

CONTEMPTS. 

Mr.  BEAUMONT,  by  consent,  offered  the  following 
resolution: 

Besolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  bringing  in  a 
bill  defining  the  offence  of  a  contempt  of  this  House, 
and  to  provide  for  the  punishment  thereof.       "^ 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  BEAUMONT  and 
ADAMS, 

Mr.  ^AMBRELENG  moved  the  previous  question, 
and  the  House  seconded  the  call. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

After  the  presentation  and  disposition  of  several  other 
petitions  and  resolutions, 

The  House  adjourned. 

'TucsDAT,  Fkbruart  14. 
PRINTING  OF  MAPS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  asked  lesve  of  the 
House  to  introduce  a  resolution  regulating  the  duties  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  House.  He  said  that  it  was  usual  for 
the  Clerk,  under  general  orders  of  the  House  for  print, 
ing  documents  or  other  papers,  to  cause  to  be  printed 
plats  and  maps,  whidh  cost  annually  some  ten  or  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  and  which  were  of  no  use  to  the  House 
or  public,  and  of^en  printed  without  the  wish  of  even 
the  member  presenting  such  papers  to  the  House.  To 
correct  this  evil,  he  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution  I 

Ruohtdt  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  directed  to  have  printed  no  map  or  plat,  under 
any  general  order  of  the  House  for  printing  documents 
or  papers,  and  not  without  a  special  order  of  the  House 
for  that  purpose. 

The  House  refused  to  receive  the  resolution  at  that 
time. 


APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Pattow  in  the  chair,)  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  the  annual 
appropriation  bills — that  for  the  naval  service  being 
pending. 

ARMY  BILL. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  the  committee  would, 
before  proceediqg  to  the  navy  bill,  take  up  the  bill  nna- 
king  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  srmy,  and 
concur  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate ^o  that  bill,  the 
principal  amendment  being  for  the  pay  of  the  Tennes- 
aee  volunteers.  He  moved  that  this  bill  be  taken  up{ 
which  was  sccordingly  done. 

Af\er  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  CARTER  and 
WHITTLESEY, 

Mr.  GRAVES  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  ap- 
propriating $75,000  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of 
the  Kentucky  volunteers,  who  were  called  out  under 
the  orders  of  Genersl  Gaines,  and  received  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  but  were  immediately  dis- 
charged. 

Mr.  G.  advocated  his  amendment  at  some  lengpth,  and 
pointed  out  the  obvious  injustice  there  would  be  m  draw- 
ing any  line  of  distinction  between  men  having  equsl 
claims  upon  the  gratitude  or  consideration  of  the  coun- 
try; and  pointed  out  the  identity  between  the  Tennes- 
•see  snd  Kentucky  volunteers.  ^ 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  satd  he  regretted  that 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  thought  it  necessary 
to  throw  any  impediment  in  the  way  of  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  The  volunteers  provided  for  in  this  bill  had 
been  mustered  by  an  ofiieer  of  the  United  Statea,  and 
received  into  the  public  aerviee,  and  the  muster  rolls  re- 
turned to  the  War  Department,  and,  as  such,  were  enti- 
tled to  their  pay  as  much  as  the  regular  soldiers  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States.  He  was  not  averse  to  the 
psyment  of  the  volunteers  from  Kentucky<^very  far  from 
it;  they  should  be  paid,  and  will  be  paid;  but  he  appre- 
hended that  the  distinction  taken  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  between  the  class  of  cases  provided 
for  in  this,  bill,  and  the  class  proposed  to  be  provided 
for  in  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
merited  the  attention  of  the  committee.  The  latter  class 
had  not  been  received  and  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  Unitied  States  by  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  nor 
hsd  a  muster  roll  been  returned.  If  provision  for  their 
payment  is  now  to  be  made,  it  must  be  a  gross  6um# 
leaving  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  paying  officers  to  de- 
cide who  were  entitled,  and  who  were  not  entitled.  In 
the  former  case,  the  troops  were  mustered  snd  organ- 
ized under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  would  be 
paid  as  such.  In  the  latter  case,  they  were  organized, 
he  presumed,  under  the  laws  of  Kentucky,  which  might 
be  altogether  different  from  that  required  by  the  lawa 
of  the  United  States.  Before  any  appropriation  could 
be,  therefore,  properly  made,  he  apprehended  the  rolls 
of  the  several  companies  should  be  examined  at  the 
War  Department,  and  estimates  furnished  by  that  De* 
partment.  These  volunteers  ought,  as  he  had  before 
said,  to  be  paid,  and  no  doubt  would  be.  But  can  we 
do  it  now  safely?  The  Kentucky  volunteers  are  left 
upon  the  same  footing  with  the  Tennessee  volunteers, 
similarly  situated,  to  be  provided  for  hereafter,  when 
proper  information  should  be  received  at  the  Depart- 
ment; and  he  understood  there  was  perhaps  as  large  a 
number  not  received  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  as  those  who  had  been  actually  received  into  the 
service.  Mr.  J.  expressed  a  hope  that  the  present  bill 
might  be  permitted  to  pass.  None  doubted  the  cor- 
rectness of  paying  those  provided  for  in  this  bill;  and  be 
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did  not  tbtnk  they  ought  to  be  delayed  for  the  want  of 
proper  information  in  relation  to  the  other  cUas,  no 
doubt  equally  ai  meritorious  as  those  provided  for  in 
this  bill«  and  when  information  shall  be  received  which 
will  enable  us  to  act  anderstandingly  upon  the  subject, 
be  would  cbeerfolly  give  his  support  also  to  that  class. 

After  tome  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  £.  WHIT- 
TLBSEY,  CHAMBERS  of  Kentucky,  and  CARTER, 

Mr.  CARTER  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, providing  that  those  volunteers  of  Tennessee  who 
were  called  out  and  mustered  at  Athens  should  be  in- 
demnified by  paying  them  three  months'  pay. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  FRENCH,  CAM- 
BRELENG,  WHITTLESEY,  and  GRAVES, 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  moved  the  follow- 
ing amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Obayks: 
'*  And  that  a  like  sum  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  be 
appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the  Mississippi  volun- 
teers." 

Mr.  C.  said  that,  at  a  very  early  period  of  the  session, 
a  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Shixlds]  had  oflTer- 
ed  a  resolution  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  Ten- 
nessee volunteers.  He  (Mr.  C.)  had  moved  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  resolution^  so  as  to  include  those  citizens  of 
Mississippi  who  had  volunteered  under  the  requisition  of 
General  Gaines.  The  resolution,  so  amended,  went  to 
m  committee«  and  here  is  a  bill  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  one,  to  the  utter  exclusion  of  the  other.  It 
was  a  distinction  which  he  did  not  understand.  It  wore 
the  appearance  of  an  indignity,  and  would  be  so  con- 
construed  by  his  constituents.  He  wished  to  know  why 
this  discrimination  had  been  made — upon  what  groupds. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  C,  when  thst  requisition 
was  made,  from  eigtit  hundred  to  a  thousand  young  men 
flew  to  the  standard  of  your  country.  They  were  citi- 
zens of  the  first  respectability,  but  most  of  them  without 
fortunes;  many  of  them  pawned  all  that  they  had  of 
earthly  property,  to  equip  themselves  for  service;  oth- 
ers were  supplied  by  the  liberality  of  their  fellow-citi- 
zens; my  colleague  himself,  sir,  raised  upon  his  own 
credit  upwards  of  three  thousand  dollars,  and  marched 
at  the  head  of  a  gallant  troop,  who  panted  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  imitate  the  deeda  of  their  fathers  on  the  field 
of  Jiattle.  Other  bands,  officered  by  young  and  chival- 
rous spirits,  went  from  Winston,  Noxubee,  Y6llobusha, 
Lowndes,  and  other  counties,  and  they  marched  under 
banners  consecrated  by  the  band  of  women,  and  blessed 
with  the  benedictions  of  the  lovely  and  the  gifted.  They 
were  received  into  service;  they  made  enormous  person- 
al and  pecuniary  sacrifices  to  obey  your  call;  they  would 
have  harvested  as  much  honor  in  the  conflict,  if  it  had 
come,  aa  the  volunteers  of  any  other  State;  they  were 
disbanded  sgainst  their  own  consent,  and  to  their  univer- 
sal disappointment;  and  I  now  demand  for  them  the 
same  compensation  which  is  provided  for  others  by  this 
bill.  I  demand  it,  sir,  as  an  act  of  justice,  not  as  a  chari- 
ty. We  scorn  your  charity;  we  scorn  all  your  bribes, 
whether  they  come  in  the  shapeL  of  appropriations  or 
benefactions;  but  I  demand  payment  to  those  patriotic 
volunteers,  for  the  expenses  and  privations  they  in- 
curred. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C.,  I  am  interposing  no  obstacle  to  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  I  will  vote  for  it  in  any  form.  If 
>mny  State  in  this  confederacy  has  strong  claims  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  country,  it  is  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see. Her  achievements  on  the  battle  field  have  burnish- 
ed our  national  banner  with  imperishable  renown.  His- 
tory can  never  forget  them.  She  has  produced,  too,  a 
statesman,  who,  after  having  rendered  the  most  pre-em- 
inent services  to  the  cause  of  constitutional  liberty,  is 
about  to  retire  from  his  exalted  ststion  with  more  of  the 
admiration  of  the  world,  with  more  of  the  confidence' 
and  affection  of  the  people,  with  more  of  those  qualities 


that  secure  an  undying  fame,  than  any  one  now  living — a 
name,  sir,  that  stands  now,  and  for  after  centuries  will 
stand,  a  beacon  for  the  aoldiers  of  freedom,  wherever 
human  rights  are  violated  or  man  oppressed: 
"  A  light,  a  landniark  on  the  cliffii  of  fame." 

Sir,  continued  Mr.  C,  I  sppeal  from  the  committee 
who  reported  this  bill  to  the  House  for  justice.  I  ap* 
peal,  in  the  names  of  the  volunteers  of  Mississippi  and 
of  Kentucky,  whose  claims  have  just  been  so  ably  and 
eloquently  advocated  by  my  friends  from  that  State, 
[Messrs.  Graves,  CaAVBias,  and  Uhdxbwood.]  I  ap- 
peal to  the  Tennessee  Representatives  themselves,  who 
ire  ready  on  every  occasion  to  vindicate,  with  distinguish- 
ed ability,  the  rights  and  honor  of  their  constituents* 
Under  existing  circumstances,  this  appropriation  may 
not  be  made  for  the  volunteers  t>f  Kentucky  and  Miasts- 
sippi.  He  did  not  know  whether  he  should  ever  again 
be  honored  with  a  place  in  this  House;  he  might  soon 
himself  become  an  example  of  the  evanescent  and  fleet- 
ing nature  of  popularity;  but  he  gave  notice  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  whether  he  was  here  to  assert  the  rights  of 
his  constituents,  or  whether  they  should  send  a  more  el- 
oquent advocate,  this  claim  would  be  pressed,  would  be 
insisted  upon,  until  justice  should  be  rendered. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  explained,  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Claibobsx,  that  the  committee  had  applied  to  the 
War  Department,  and  had  received  for  answer  that  no 
returns  or  muster  rolls  had  been  transmitted  to  the  De> 
partment  by  the  proper  officers  in  Mississippi;  and,  until 
,  those  returns  were  made,  the  committee  could  not  act 
in  the  case  of  the  Mississippi  volunteers.  They  had  no 
data  at  all  ttf  act  upon.  The  fault  was  not  with  the  com- 
mittee, but  with  the  Stste  authorities. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  ALFORD, 
BELL.  CAMBRELENG,  WHITTLESEY,  C.  ALLAN, 
and  LAWLER, 

Mr.. GRAVES  modified  his  amendment  so  as  to  make 
an  appropriation  for  all  volunteers  who  had  turned  out 
and  been  accepted  by  the  Governors  of  the  different 
States,  under  the  call  for  volunteera  by  General  Gaines. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  said:.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  Senate's 
amendment  only  appropriates  money  that  is  due  to  the 
volunteers  of  Tennessee,  who  were  mustered  into  ser- 
vice and  immediately  discharged.  The  act  of  1836  pro- 
vides that  all  those  volunteeis  who  entered  the  service 
of  the  United  States  should  be  paid  for  six  months'  clo- 
thing, and  that  sum  is  due  them  immediately  on  their  en- 
tering into  the  service.  This  amendment  only  appropri- 
ates ihe  amount  due  those  volunteers.  The  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  provides  for  only  one 
other  class  of  volunteers,  to  wit:  those  who  were  re- 
ceived by  the  Governors  of  Kentucky  and  Mississippi, 
but  were  not  mustered  into  service  by  an  officer  of  the 
United  States.  There  is,  sir,  another  class  of  volunteers 
equally  meritorious.  I  mean,  sir,  those  who  marched 
to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  under  the  proclamation  of 
the  Governors  of  the  different  States,  and  were  not  re- 
ceived either  by  the  United  States  officer  or  the  Govern- 
or. This  latter  class  of  volunteers  marched  from  the 
portion  of  Tennessee  1  reside  in,  to  Fayetteville,  in  the 
middle  part  of  the  State,  at  least  one  hundred  arid  fifty 
miles;  they  paid  their  own  expenses,  had  to  furnish  them- 
selves with  rstions  while  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  as 
the  Governor  did  not  furnish  rations  to  sny  but  those  re- 
ceived into  the  service. 

Now,  sir,  I  cannot  see  that  there  is  any  difference  be- 
tween paying  those  who  were  received  into  the  service 
and  immediately  discharged,  and  those  who  tendered 
those  services  at  the  place  of  rendezvous;  all  were 
clothed  and  equipped  for  a  six  or  twt;lve  months'  cam- 
paign; oqe  class  are  provided  for  who  receive  pay  for  six 
months'  clothing,  while  those  who  paid  their  own  ex- 
penses receive  nothing. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  ft  will  be  a  very  difficult  thin^r  to  attii- 
fy  those  ffallant  volunteers  that  there  is  any  difference 
in  their  claims  on  this  Government  <  gentlemen  may  draw 
their  distinctions  here,  but  they  will  be  considered  else- 
where distinctions  wiihout  a  difference.  I  know,  sir, 
that  many  men  from  my  district,  who  volunteered  their 
vervices,  went  to  the  expense  of  purchasing:  horses  to 
ride  the  campaig^n,  and,  when  they  returned  home,  were 
glad  to  sell,  by  losing  from  thirty  tu  fifty  dollars  in  the 
price  of  the  horse. 

I  have  drawn  up  sn  amendment  to  the  gentleman's 
amendment,  which  I  Mk  him  to  receive  as  a  modification 
to  his  amendment.  It  provides  for  the  payment  of  alF 
those' who  offered  their  services  to  the  United  States,  in 
any  of  the  States,  under  the  proclamations  of  the  re- 
spective Governors  of  (he  States,  the  same  pay  as  those 
who  were  mustered  into  service  and  immediately  dis- 
charged. Thi%  sir,  will  be  some  compensation,  though 
not  as  much  as  will  indemnify  them  for  the  loss  they 
sustained ( it  places  all  the  volunteers  on  an  equality. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  GRAVES, 
GLASCOCK,  DAWSON.  HAYNES,DUNLAP,  GREN- 
NELL,  HOLSEY,  and  MERCER, 

Mr.  CARTER  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  LAWLER  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Gnicvxs,  by  including  the  volunteers  of  Alabama, 
mustered  at  .Mount  Vernon,  in  that  State. 

Mr.  GRAVES  then  modified  his  amendment  by  insert- 
ing the  sum  of  $100,000,  which  be  thought  would  cover 
all  the  amount  necessary. 

Before  taking  the  question,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAM- 
BRELENG,  the  bill  waa  laid  aside,  and  thft  committee 
resumed  the  consideration  uf  the 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Jab- 
vis  to  amend  the  following  paragraph: 

"  For  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant,  and  petty  ofH- 
cers,  and  of  seamen,  two  million  four  hundred  and  thir^ 
ty-four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  six  dollars," 
(and  which'  item  includes  the  appropriation  for  the  ex- 
ploring expedition,)  by  reducing  the  amount  to  '*  two  mil- 
lion two  hundred  and  eighty-four  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  JARVIS  now  moved  to  modify  his  pending  motion 
for  reduction,  by  reducing  the  original  amount  only 
$51, 118,  (this  being  the  difference  in  the  amount  required 
for  fitting  out  a  frigate.) 

As  a  further  mod ificatpn  of  his  amendment,  Mr.  J. 
moved  to  add  the  following  proviso,  to  be  inserted  at  ttie 
end  of  the  8th  line: 

".Provided  that  nothing  in  this  or  any  other  appropri-  i 
Htion  bill  shall  be  considered  as  authorizing  or  approving  j 
of  any  increase  of  the  surveying  or  exploring  expedition, 
authopzed  by  the  act  of  June,  1836."  ) 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  JARVIS,  to  show  that  | 
a  frigate  was  not  the  prober  class  of  vessel  to  be  sent  on  > 
this  expedition,  and  in  vindication  of  his  course  on  this 
siibjec, 

Mr.  D.  J.  PEARCE  said,  as  there  was  no  quorum 
presenS  he  would  move  the  committee  ride.  Mr.  P. 
withdrew  the  motion,  and 

Mr.  CAMBRBLEN6  arose  merely  to  entreat  gentle- 
men to  abstain,  at  this  period  of  the  session,  (when  we 
had  but  a  few  days  to  transact  the  great  mass  of  public 
business,)  from  going  into  a  long  debate  on  the  proprie- 
ty of  sending  a  frigate  on  this  exploring  expedition.  Af- 
ter a  good  deal  of  exploring  on  his  part,  he  had  at  last  dis- 
covered that  it  was  not  intended  to  send  the  frigate  for  ex- 
ploring purposes,  but  to  aid  in  making  surveys  of  islands 
long  s'nce  discovered,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  extend 
protection  to  our  extensive  commerce  in  those  seas.  It  was 
not  designed,  as  he  now  understood  the  matter,  to  send 
the  frigate  to  within  twenty  degrees  of  the  boundary  of 


former  discoveries.  He  was  happy  to  learn  tbat  there 
was  no  roan,  either  in  or  out  of  the  departments,  mad 
enough  to  think  of  sending  a  frigate  to  explore  unknown 
seas,  continents,  and  islands,  near  the  south  pole,  be- 
yond the  latitude  of  seventy-four  degrees,  especially  aa 
the  region  of  eternal  snow  commences  at  fifty-four  de- 
grees. It  VS8  a1>o  possible,  although  be  would  not  %%y 
that  he  apprehended  war  with  Mexico,  that  it  might  be- 
come necessary,  in  three  weeks,  to  send  that  frigate  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  was  a  mstter  entirely  of  executive 
discretion.  In  any  event,  the  frigate  would  be  required 
for  the' public  service,  and  he  hoped  the  little  time  re- 
maining of  the  session  would  not  be  wasted  in  a  useless 
and  interminable  debate  on  the  queation  whether  a  frig- 
ate ought  or  ought  not  to  be  sent  to  explore  in  the  hhh- 
erto  undiscovered  regions  of  the  sotith  pole. 

Mr.  PEARCE  then  renewed  his  motion.  The  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion. 

Mr.  MERCER  hoped  the  motion  to-mdjourn  would  be 
so  amended  as  to  state  the  hour  at  which  it  waa  made; 
(it  being  then  fifteen  minutes  before  five  o'clock.) 

Mr.  GRANGER  asked  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Vastdbbposi.]  to  withdraw  his  motion  to  adjourn, 
to  enable  him  (Mr.  G.)  to  submit  a  motion  to  reconsider 
a  vote  taken  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  declined  to  do  so. 

The  yeas  and  naya  on  the  motion  to  adjourn  were  then 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  Yeas  33,  nays  68— no 
quorum  voting. 

So  the  majority  of  the  members  present  refused  to  ad- 
journ.   . 

Mr.  GRANGER  then  rose  to  submit  his  motion. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  objected,  on  the  ground  that  no 
quorum  was  present.     He  moved  an  adjournment. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tiemsn  from  New  York  [Mr.  Gravokr]  could  not  be  en- 
tertained in  the  absence  of  a' quorum. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Wkdvesdat,  Febhuart  15. 
Mr.  HOWARD  said  that  it  was  within  the  kiibwledge 
of  the  H«)use  that  a  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Jack- 
Boir,]  who  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
AfFiiirs,  liad  been  detained  from  the  Hou^e  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  present  session,  in  consequence  of 
severe  indisposition,  and  the  necessity  he  was  under  of 
removing  from  the  city  of  Washington  in  order  to  obtain 
professional  advice.  Mr.  H.  had  just  received  a  letter 
from  that  gentleman,  in  which  lie  stated  that  there  was 
no  prospect  of  his  regaining  his  health  sufficiently  to  be 
able  to  give  his  attendance  at  the  House  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session.  As  it  was  very  desirable  that 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  should  be  full,  Mr. 
H.  therefore  made  the  usual  motion,  tiiat  Mr.  Jacrsost, 
of  Georgia,  be  excused  from  further  attendance  on  that 
committee,  and  that  the  Speaker  be  required  to  fill  up 
the  vacancy;  which  was  agreed  to. 

CASE  OF  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

Mr.  Whitney  having  been  placed  at  the  bar,  and  sta- 
ted his  readiness  to  proceed  at  once  to  trial, 

Mr.  BRIGGS  submitted  the  following  proposition: 

Whereas,  by  the  11th  rule  of  thi»  House,  all  acts,  ad- 
dresses, and  joint  resolutions,  shall  be  S'gned  by  the 
Speaker,  and  all  writs,  warraiitSj  and  subpoenaa,  issued 
by  the  order  of  the  House,  sliall  be  under  liis  hand  aisd 
seal,  attested  hy  the  Clerk : 

And  witcreus  the  subpoena  by  virtue  of  which  R.  M. 
Whitney,  now  in  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-arms  of 
the  House,  by  order  of  the  House,  for  an  alleged  con- 
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tempt  for  refusing  (o  appear  and  give  testimony  before 
one  of  the  select  committees  of  the  House,  was  not  un- 
der the  hand  and  seal  of  the  Speaker,  and  attested  by 
the  Clerk,  but  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  select  com- 
mittee: Therefore, 

'  RtMckedf  That  the  refusal  of  R.  M.  Whitney  to  appear 
and  testify  before  said  committee  was  not  a  contempt  of 
this  House. 

Resolved^  That  the  «aid  Whitney  be  forthwith  dis- 
charged  fronftbe  custody  of  this  House. 

Mr.  B.  insisted  that  this  preliminary  question  should 
first  be  disposed  of,  before  proceeding  further.  The 
respondent  was  at  the  bar  of  the  House  for  an  alleged 
contempt;  and  it  was  proper,  at  least,  to  inquire  whether, 
if  the  facts  were  as  set  forth,  he  had  been  g^uilty  of  con- 
tempt.  The  House  was  then  sitting  in  the  capacity  of 
a  court  of  justice,  to  pass  upon  the  conduct  of  one  of 
the  citizens  of  the  country.  Should  not,  therefore,  the 
first  step  in'  this  important  proceeding  be,  whether  the 
basis  of  it  comes  directly  to  the  point? 

The  charge  against  the  accused  was,  that  he  had  com- 
mitted a  contempt  against  the  House,  by  refusing  to 
obey  a  summons  of  one  of  its  committees.  Now,  the 
question  was,  whether  the  subpoena  by  which  the  re- 
•pondent  was  required  to  appear  and  give  evidence  was 
auch  an  authority  as  the  witness  was  compelled  to  obey. 
In  Mr.  B's  estimation,  that  was  not  such  a  paper  as 
would  form  an  authority  for  compelling  his  appearance 
before  the  committee,  or  for  the  disobeying  of  which  he 
can  be  held  as  guilty  of  a  contempt  tdwards  the  House. 
And  why?  It  was  a  subpcena  signed  only  by  the  chair- 
man x)f  a  select  committee,  which  committee  was  acting 
under  the  authority  of  the  House.  Mr.  B.,  in  support 
of  this  part  of  his  argument,  then  cited  the  11th  rule  of 
the  House,  and  under,  that  rule  he  maintaiqed  that  the 
accused  could  have  been  guilty  of  no  contempt,  inasmuch 
as  the  authority  under  which  he  was  summoned  was  it- 
self insufficient. 

Mr.  6H0LS0N  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  it  wm  in  order 
Xq  submit  this  proposition  after  the  prisoner  had  been 
some  days  in  custody,  had  been  brought  to  the  bar,  had 
been  put  upon  his  trial,  and  after  the  adoption  of  an 
order  of  the  House  directing  the  accused  to  proceed  to 
the  examination  of  witnesses. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  a.  point  of  order  he  was  not 
pfepared  to  decide.  The.  case  yras  before  the  House, 
which  was  then  sitting  in  a  judicial  character;  and  it  was 
competent  for  a  majorit)',  if  it  deem  it  expedient,  to 
quash  all  further  proceedings. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  simply  wished  to  remark— 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  rose  to  a  question 
of  order,  and  stated  that  he  looked  upon  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Bmoos]  as 
ill-timed  and  extraordinary  in  its  character.  If  it  held 
out  any  advantages  to  the  accused,  he  hoped  that  he 
would  instruct  his  distinguished  counsel  to  waive  them 
at^  once.  He  stands  at  your  bar  in  the  attitude  of  a 
criminal,  dragged  there  ,by  a  compulsory  process:  and 
it  was  due  to  him,  it  was  due  to  the  honor  of  the  House 
and  the  country,  that  the  trial  should  be  proceeded  with. . 
Let  it  not  be  quashed  or  evaded.  If  he  is  guilty,  let 
him  be  punished.  If  innocent,  let  this  House  pronounce 
hia  acquittal.  It  was  singular  that  gentlemen  should 
fbrce  upon  the  accused  advantages  which  he  was  unwil- 
ling to  accept!  He  (Mr.  C.)  protested  against  all  quib- 
bles, technicalities,  and  special  pleading. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  the  case  of  the  accused 
was  before  the  House,  by  its  order;  and  the  accused 
himself  had  been  brought  to  its  bar  by  a  resolution  or 
order  of  the  House,  and  upon  the  preceding  day  it  had 
been  determined  that  he  should  be  permitted  to  examine 
witnesses.  That  order  would  not,  however,  preclude 
the  House  from  taking  any  other  order  in  the  premises. 

Vol.  XIII.^111 


at  any  time  in  the  progress  of  the  trial,  which  to  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  should  seem  profler  to  be  taken.  It 
was  fur  the  House  to  determine;  and  the  Chair  was  not 
aware  of  any  rule  of  parliamentary  proceeding,  or  in 
courts  of  justice,  whereby  the  presiding  officer  would 
feel'Suthorzed  to  entertain  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
ifrom  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  was  only  poing  on  to  remark,  in  justice 
to  himself,  that  this  question  had  been  raised  by  him 
'without  consulting  any  human  being  on  that  floor,  and 
for  this  reason:  a  moment  before  the  Hou^e  met,  his 
attention  was  turned  to  that  rule,  and  he  hastily  drew  up 
the  preamble  and^  resolution,  and  had  shown  it  to  no  one 
but  his  friend  on'  the  left,  barely  an  inbtant  before  he 
offered  it.  He  had  done  it  with  a  view  to  bring  this 
preliminary  question  before  the  House;  and,  in  his  opin- 
ion, it  was  just,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  House  and 
the  orders  of  procedure/  that  it  should  be  presentcid  to 
its  consideration,  that  they  might  dispose  of  it  as  mem- 
bers of  the  House  called  on  to  act  in  a  judicial  character. 
The  conclusion  upon  Mr.  B's  mind  was,  that  the  process 
was  a  process  which  the  accused  was  not  bound  to  obey, 
and  in  the  disobeying  of  which  he  committed  no  con- 
tempt towards  that  House. 

Mr.  YELL  said  that  he  hoped  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Baisss]  would  not 
be  adopted,  after  the  action  of  this  House  on  a  preceding 
day.  By  bringing  the  accused  before  the  House,  it  was 
made  imperious  or  proper  that  this  House  should  afford 
him  that  investigation  which  its  importance  demanded. 
The  object  of  the  resolution  now  under  "consideration 
was  to  prescribe  the  particular  hiode  by  which  the  ac- 
cused should  be  tried,  and  deprive  him  of  the  benefit  of 
the  usual  mode  in  like  cases.  Mr.  Whitney  had,  in  his 
memorial  to  this  House,  denied  its  jurisdiction  to  bring 
him  before  the  committee  of  the  House;  and  that,  if  they 
had  the  power,  he  was  justified  in  refusing  to  go  before 
the  committee,  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  his  memorial. 
If  the  resolution  was  adopted^  the  sccused  would  be  dis- 
charged without  further  investigation  as  to  the  facts  of 
the  contempt.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  accused  would 
be  permitted  to  select  his  own  course,  whether  he  would 
plead  to  the  jurisdiction  first,  or  be  tried  upon  the  facts. 
If  Mr.  Whitney  was  jusfified  from  the  facts,  then  it 
would  supersede  the  necessity  of  investigating  the  power 
of  jurisdicti6n.  If,  however,  he  should  fail  in  satisfying 
this  House,  from  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case,  ' 
then  he  would  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  question 
of  jurisdiction  in  purging  himself  from  the  alleged  con- 
tempt. Mr.  Y.  hoped  that,'  under  all  the  circumstances, 
the  acctlsed  might  be  permitted  to  proceed  in  such  order 
aa  he  might  choose,  under  the  rules  adopted  in  this  and 
similar  cases,  and  concluded  by  hoping  that  the  resolu- 
tion would -be  rejected. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  his  friend  from  Massa- 
chusetts[Mr.  Baioos]  need  not  have  told  the  House  that 
he  had  not  consulted  any  one  of  its  members  concerning 
the  proposition  he  had  just  offered,  and  that  he  had  within 
a  few  moments  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  House  that 
morning  had  the  question  brought  to  h-s  mind,  because 
it  must  be  apparent  that  the  gentleman,  in  msking  this 
proposition,  had  not  considered  well  either  the  rule  of 
the  House,  or  the  practice  of  the  House  under  that  rule. 
Neither  had  the  gentleman  considered  well  the  practice 
of  committees  under  that  rule. 

*  What  was^the  rule  itself?  The  moment  Mr.  M.  read 
it,  he  believed  it  would  be  apparent  to  the  House  that 
the  gentleman  had  given  a  misconstruction  to  it.  Mr.  M. 
then  read  the  rule,  as  follows: 

"  11.  All  acts,  addresses,  and  joint  resQlutions,  shall 
be  signed  by  the  Speaker;  and  all  writs,  warrants,  and 
subpoenas,  issued  by  order  of  the  House,  shall  be  under 
his  band  and  seal,  attested  by  the  Clerk." 
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Here,  continued  Mr.  M  ,  wag  the  distinction — <*  issued 
by  order.bf  the  House."  When  the  •'  House"  made  an 
order  \6  issue  a  aubpoena  or  warrant,  or  whatever  it 
might  be,  for  witnessea,  then,  in  every  case,  they  must 
be  under  theiiand  and  seal  of  the  Speaker,  and  atteated 
by  the  Clerk.     " 

Now,  said' Mr.  M.,  this  very  question  had  been  started 
there  before;  was  started  in  this  very  committee,  and  in 
three  or  four  other  committees  of  which  be  had  been  a 
member;  and,  particularly,  in  that  sent  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  Philadelphia,  to  investigate  the  af- 
fairs of  tlfe  Bank  of  the  United  States.  In  the  latter  in- 
stance the  committee  were  called  upon  to  issue  the  high- 
est process  in  its  power{  and  the  qoestion  was  there 
raised  and  mooted,  with  a  former  Speaker  or  with  the 
present,  he  was  not  certain  which,  whether  the  process 
issued  by  that  committee,  under  the  powers  given  them 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  ahould  be  signed  by  the 
Speaker ^f  the  House,  and  attested  by  the  Clerk.  The 
committee  decided,  and  in  that  decision,  if  he  was  not 
mistaken,  the  incumbent  of  the  chair  coincided,  that  the 
summons  the  committee  were  authorized  to  issue,  by 
the  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  need  only  be 
signed  by  the  chairman  of  that  committee.  This  was 
deemed  sufficient  under  the  power  granted  to  the  com- 
mittee, by  the  general  order  of  tbe  House,  that  it  should 
have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  How  send 
for  persons  and  papers^  Why,  by  virtue  of  issuing  a 
notice  to  them  to  be  and  appear  before  that  committee; 
and  if  the  question  had  been  then  raised  before  that 
committee,  whether  A,  B,  or  C,  ahould  be  summoned, 
the  committee  could  not,  from  its  constitution,  have  de- 
cided that  they  would  have  been  obliged  to  bring  it  at 
once  to  the  Speaker,  under  the  11th  rule.  Such,  he  in- 
sisted, had  been  the  uniform  and  invariable  constriiction 
given  to  this  rule  by  all  the  committees,  and  by  this  very 
coiUmittee,  before  they  issued  one  single  summons.  It 
was  there  raised  and  considered  that,  under  a  proper 
construction  of  this  rule,  and  the  order  of  the  House 
constituting  the  committee,  the  committee  itself  had 
the  power,  by  process  signed  by  the  chairman,  to  send 
for  witnesses. 

There  could  not,  therefore,  continued  Mr.  M.,  be  a 
aingle  doubt  remaining  that,  under  the  construction 
given  to  that  rule  by  every  committee  of  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  be  a  member,  and  they  had  been  aeveral, 
that  this  process  was  served  regularly  and  properly, 
upon  the  general  order  granted  by  the  House  to  the 
committee  to  make  a  particular  order  to  call  A,  D,  &c. 
Moreover,  suppose  the  case  of  their  being  mistaken, 
what  would  be  the  consequence?  Did  the  accused  take 
exception  to  the  regularity  of  these  proceedings?  for  it 
lay  with  him.  He  had  not.  But  suppose  the  House 
had  done  what  the  premises  assumed  by  the.g^ntleman 
fiom  Massachusetts  say  it  should  hsve  done — issue  a  reg- 
ular order,  and  make  an  arrest  without  due  authority t 
was  his  friend  Ignorant  that  on  a  former  great  occasion 
an  action  was  brought  against  the  officer  for  false  im- 
prisonment' The  question  of  authority  was  the  same  in 
the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  Mr.  M.  again  contended 
that  the  proceeding  in  the  present  esse  wa^  entirely  reg- 
ular, entirely  according  to  the  rules  of  the  House  and 
the  law  for  its  government.  The  distinction  between 
the  two  cases  was  this:  when  the  House  issued  an  order 
or  warrant  in  a  particular  case,  under  this  rule,  the 
Speaker  must  issue  the  summons  under  his  hand  and 
seal,  and  it  must  be  attested  by  (he  Clerk;  but  when  the 
power  was  granted  to  a  committee  to  aend  for  persons 
and  papers,  \t\  a  particular  case,  without  asking  the 
House  to  consider  the  propriety  of  doing  it  in  each  case 
as  it  might  arise,  a  summons  signed  by  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  was  sufficient,  sQd  had  been  always  held 
to  be  so. 


Mr.  VANOERFOEL  was  convinced,  from  what  his 
colleague  had  said,  that  there  was  no  validity  in  the  ob- 
jection of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in  the  first 
place;  and,  in  the  second  place,  Mr.  V.  bad  not  been 
given  to  understand,  as  yet,  that  the  accused  took  any 
advantage  of  it.  For  these  reasons,  he  moved  to  lay  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  on  the 
table,  and  on  that  motion  asked  fOr  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PATTON  inquired  whether,  if  this  motion  pre- 
vailed, it  would  also  lay  the  whole  aubject  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  not. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  Mr.  Baises's 
proposition  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative; 
Yeaa  157,  niys  33,  as  follows: 

YsAS— Messrs.  Alford,  Anthony,  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton* 
Bean,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bovee* 
Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burns,  John  Calhoon, 
Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Cuey,  John  Cham* 
hers,  Chaney,  Chapin,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland, 
Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cushing, 
Cushman,  Darlington,  Doubledsy,  Efner,  Elmore,  Ev- 
ans, Everett,  Farlin,  Forester,  Fowler,  French,  Fry, 
Galbraith,  Rice  Garland,  Gholson,  Gillet,  Glascock, 
Graham,  Granger,  Grantland,  Graven,  Grennell,  Griffin, 
Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hard,  Hardin,  Samuel  S. 
Harrison,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hen- 
derson, Herod,  Holsey,  Hult,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley, 
Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  Janes,  Jarvis, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johoaon,  Cave  Johnaon, 
Henry  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Ken- 
nop,  Kilgore,  Klingensmilh,  Lane,  I«ansing,  Lawler, 
Gideon  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Leonard,  Lewis, 
Lincoln,  Loyall,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  William  Ma- 
son, Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  May,  McCarfy,  Mc- 
Coma?,  McKay,  McKeonan,  McKeon,  McK^m,  McLene, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Muhlenberg, 
Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Dutee  J. 
Pesrce,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Potts,  John  Rey- 
noldST  Joseph  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Rogers,  Schenck, 
Seymour,  William  B.  Shepard,  Shinn,  Sloane,  Spangler, 
Sprague,  Slandefer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Tay- 
lor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Yander- 
poel,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks,  White,  Elislia  Whit- 
tlesey,  Tliomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Shcrrod  Williams,  Yell, 
Young— 157. 

Nats — Messrs.  C.  Allan,  Bailey,  Bond,  Borden,  Boul- 
din,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Calboun,  George  Chambers,  Cbilds, 
Clark,  Crane,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Dromgoole^ 
Hazeltine,  Hoar,  Howell,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Love,  Lyon, 
Maury,  Mercer,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew, 
Phillips,  Reed,  Robertson,  Russell,  Steele,  Under- 
wood—33. 

So  the  House  laid  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said,  aa  he  bad  found  himself  appointed 
on  the  committee  to  examine  witnesses  in  this  case,  he 
had  looked  into  aome  of  the  precedents  in  such  cases^ 
and  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  individual  who  had  been 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House  should  be  first  sworn 
to  answer  such  questions  as  might  be  propounded  to 
him,  touching  his  reasons  for  not  appearing  before  the 
select  committee,  after  being  duly  summoned  so  to  ap- 
pear. 

Mr.  II.  said  be  had  prepared  a  couple  of  interrog- 
atories, which  he  wished  to  propound  to  the  individual 
who  had  been  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House.  The 
first  interrogatory  he  desired  to  propound  to  the  witness 
was  as  follows: 

"  Are  you  unwilling  to  appear  before  the  select  com- 
mittee of  this  House,  of  which  the  honorable  Hxhrt  A. 
Wiss  is  chairman?" 

If  this  interrogatory  was  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
he  then  desired  io  put  to  him  the  following: 
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**  Do  you  believe  the  select  committee,  or  any  mem- 
ber thereof,  will  do  you  personal  violence,  during  your 
attendance  before  the  committee,  or  in  your  coming 
thereto  or  returning  therefrom?" 

Mr.  vXnUEKPOEL  inquired  if  the  interrogatories 
bad  been  settled  upon  by  the  committee  as  proper  ones 
to  be  propounded. 

Mr.  HARDIN  replied,  that  the  committee  had  not. 
As  he  understood  the  rule  adopted  by  the  House,  the 
committee,  or  any  member  of  it,  might  propound  inter- 
rogatories. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  he  must  object  to  this 
course  of  proceeding. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  rule  adopted  the  other  day  grant- 
ed  the  accused  (he  privilege  of  first  examining  witnesses 
touching  his  alleged  contempt  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  that  Mr.  Whitney  be  now  sworn, 
for  the  purpose  of  answering  such  interrogatories  as 
might  be  propounded  to  him.  Mr.  H.  said  he  ma'de  this 
motion  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  a  very  unpleasant- 
Mr.  VANDERPOEL  called  the  gentleman  to  order. 
By  the  order  of  the  House,  the  accused  was  granted  leave 
to  proceed  and  take  testimony  touching  his  alleged  con- 
tempt of  the  House.  He  would  therefore  submit  to  the 
Chair  whether  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  in 
order. 

The  CHAIR  read  the  order  of  the  House,  as  follows: 

**  Reaohed,  That  Reuben  M.  Whitney  be  now  permit- 
ted to  examine  witnesses  before  this  House,  in  relation 
to  his  alleged  contempt^  and  that  a  committee  of  five  be 
appointed  by  the  Speaker,  to  examine  such  witnesses  on 
the  part  of  the  House.  That  the  questions  put  shall  be 
reduced  to  writing  before  proposed  to  the  witnesses,  and 
that  the  answers  be  also  reduced  to  writing.  Every 
question  put  by  any  other  than  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee shall  be  reduced  to  writing  by  such  member,  and 
be  propounded  to  tl>e  witness  by  the  Speaker,  if  not  ob- 
jected to;  but  if  any  question  shall  be  objected  to,  or  any 
testimony  offered  shall  be  objected  to,  by  any  member, 
the  member  so  objecting,  and  the  accused  or  his  coun- 
sel, shall  be  heard;  after  which,  the  question  shall  be  de- 
cided  without  further  debate.  If  parole  evidence  is  of- 
fered, the  witnesses  shall  be  sworn  by  the  Speaker, 
and  be  examined  at  the  bar,  unless  they  are  members  of 
the  House,  in  which  case  tbey  may  bo  examined  In  their 
places.*' 

The  order  of  the  House  was  peremptory  that  <«  Reu- 
ben M.  Whitney  be  now  permitted  to  exsmine  witness- 
es." He  therefore  felt  constrained  to  decide  against  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  that  the  House  then  pro- 
ceed to  carry  into  effect  its  order  of  a  former  day;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  then  addressed  the  respondent,  and 
informed  him  that,  by  an  order  of  the  House,  he  was 
then  permitted  to  examine  witnes^ies  before  the  House, 
in  relation  to  the  alleged  contempt  against  him,  and  that 
he  could  then  proceed  to  do  so.  •  The  Speaker  further 
informed  him  that  the  witnesses  he  bad  named  had  been 
summoned. 

Mr.  Key,  one  of  the  counsel  of  the  accused,  asked 
that  the  witnesses  be  novtc  sworn. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  objected  to  the  swearing  of  Mr. 
Lewis  snd  Mr.  Sullivan  at  that  time,  because  he  un- 
derstood they  would  be  brought  forward  to  testify  as  to 
the  character  of  the  accused,  and  that  question  had  not 
yet  come  up. 

The  witnesses  who  were  members  of  the  House,  as 
before  stated,  were  then  sworn,  and  the  swearing  of  the 
other  gentlemen  deferred  for  the  present. 

The  honorable  Mr.  PAiartsLD  was  then  called,  and 
the  follof^ing  question  propounded  to  him  by  Mr.  Key: 

Please  state  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  dis* 


pute  and  disorder  that  occurred  before  the  select  com« 
mittee,  whereof  Mr.  Garlahd  is  chairman,  on  Wednes- 
day, the  25tH  of  January,  and  state  particularly  all  that 
was  said  and  done  by,  and  the  whole  demeanor  and  con- 
duct of,  R.  M.  Whitney,  as  a  witness  attending  the  com- 
mittee, and  Messrs.  Wise  and  Pbttoit,  as  members  of 
that  committee,  and  all  that  occurred  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  took  an  exception  to 
this  question;  and,  af^er  an  argument  of  some  length  by 
that  gentleman,  and  a  reply  by  Mr.  Key,  of  counsel  for 
the  accused,  and  the  decision  of  a  point  of  order,  raised 
by  Mr.  Bell,  the  House  decided  that  the  interrogatory 
should  be  propounded  to  the  witness:  Yeas  131,  nays 
52,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Heman  Allen,  Ash,  Barton.  Bean,  Beau- 
mon%  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Briggs,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng, 
Casey,  George  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapin,  John  F.  H. 
Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer, 
Orary,  Cushman,  Denny,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Efner, 
Parfin,  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  Galbraith,  Gholson,  Gil- 
let,  Gtascock,  Graham,  Grantland,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall, 
Hardin,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Holsey,  Holt, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ing- 
ham, Janes,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones, 
Kennon,  Kilgore,  KHngensmith,  Lsne,  Lansing,  Law- 
rence, Gideon  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loy- 
all,  Lucas,  Abijab  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Martin,  William 
Mason,  Moses  Mason,  May,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim, 
McLene,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Muh- 
lenberg, Owensy  Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Dutee 
J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Rencher, 
John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Ripley, 
Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Sbinn,  Sickles,  Slade,  Span- 
gler,  Sprague,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thom- 
son, Toucey,  Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Websttr,  Weeks,  Whlt«f,  Thomas  T. 
Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williams  Yell— 131. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bell,  Bond,  Bund),  John  Cslhoon, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  John  Chambers 
Chetwood,  Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clarlr, 
Crane,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dunlap,  Elmore, 
Forester,  Rice  Garland,  Griffin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hazel* 
tine,  Hoar,  Howell,  Ingersoll,  Lawler,  Lulce  Lea,  Lewis, 
Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McCarty, 
McComas,  Mercer^  Milligan,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pearson, 
Pettigrew,  Pickens,  Reed,  Russell,  Shields,  Sloane, 
Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Underwood,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams—52. 

Messrs.  Pbttoit,  Gahlavd  of  Virginia,  Fair7isli>, 
Jonirsoir  of  Louisiana,  Hakbu,  PrxxcB  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, HAHHEOAir,  and  Mabtiit,  were  severally,  on  their 
own  motions,  excused  from  voting  on  any  subject  affect- 
ing this  inquiry. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of -Kentucky,  then  sent  to  the 
Chair  the  following  resolution: 

Reaolvedf  That  tho  further  exatni nation  of  witnesses 
be  suspended  until  the  accused  be  jexamined  on  oath» 
touching  his  alleged  contempt  of  this  House,  and  that 
the  committee  appointed  to  examine  witnesses  proceed 
to  examine  him  accordingly. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  this  resolution  was  not  in 
order  at  this  time;  and  read  the  order  of  the  House  in 
support  of  his  decision. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  appealed  from  this 
decision. 

The  CHAIR  suggested  that  the  gentleman  might  ob- 
tain his  object  by  moving  to  suspend  the  rules  of  the 
House.  ♦ 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  ssid  he  had  no  desire  to  move  to 
suspend  the  rules  of  the  House,  but  he  wished  to  sus- 
pend the  present  mode  of  proceeding.    By  the  decisioa 
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of  the  Chair,  he  contended  that  the  House  had  lost  the 
command  of  its  own  action  on  this  subject;  and  he  was 
not  willing  to  submit  to  a  decision  of  that  kind.  They 
were,  to  be  sure,  examining^  witnesses  by  an  order  of  the 
House,  b«it  he  contended  they  could  suspend  that  course 
of  proceedinfif  by  a  majority  of  (he  House;  and  the  reso- 
lution he  had  submitted  presented  the  question  as  to 
whether  the  House  would  examine  .the  accused  on  oath 
or  not.  He  was  aware  that  he  was  to  be  told  that  they 
had  adopted  for  their  government  a  rule  that  they  would 
examine  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  accused,  touching 
his  alleged,  contempt;  but  he  bad  not  understood,  and 
he  thought  there  were  but  few  of  the  intelligent  mem- 
bers of  the  House  who  had  understood,  that  by  adopting 
this  rule,  declaring  they  would  hear  evidence  on  the 
part  of  the  accused,  they  had  deprived  themselves  of 
the  right  to  examine  him.  He  did  not  believe  there 
was  a  member  on  that  floor  who,  if  Mr.  Whitney  would 
purge  himself  of  the  alleged  contempt,  would  say  be 
was  in  contempt.  The  matter  of  contempt  rested  in  his 
own  bosom,  and  no  man  could  tell  whether  he  had  com- 
mitted a  contempt  or  not,  so  that  it  was  useless  to  ex- 
amine witnesses  on  this' subject.  The  object  of  the  res- 
olution was  not  to  rescind  any  rule  of  the  House.  He 
did  not  ask  to  rescind  the  rule,  but  only  to  suspend  it 
for  the  purpose  which  he  had  stated  above. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  grounds  of  his  decision, 
and  read  the  order  of  the  House  which  applied  to  the 
case;  when 

Mr.  BOON  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  called  for  the  yeas 
ancl  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  LEWIS  wished  to  know  if,  by  this  decision  of 
y    the  Chair,  the  accused  was  not  to  be  called  upon  to  an- 
swer as  to  the  fact,  whether  it  was  fear  which  prevented 
him  from  appearing  before  the  select  committee. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  would  be  fur  the  House  to  de- 
terming,  after  the  order  of  the  House  had  been  complied 
with. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Then,  as  the  accused  will  not  say  he 
is  afraid  to  appear  before  the  committee,  is  the  House 
to  call  witnesses  to  prove  that  fact? 

The  CHAIR  said  this  question  was  not  debatable.     " 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Then  the  eifcct  of  the  decision  of  the 
vChair  is,  that  Mr.  Whitney  is  not  to  be  called  upon  to 
give  evidence. 

The  CHAIR  said  4he  gentleman  was  nqt  in  prder. 
Debate  could  not  be  entertained  when  a  motion  was 
made  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative: Yeas  104,  nays  €6,  as  follows: 

Y^s — Messrs.  Anthony,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beau- 
monS  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Boutdin,  Bovee, 
Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng, 
Casey,  Chapin,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles, 
Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cushman,  Doubleday, 
Dromgoole,  Efner,  Parlin,  Fowler,  French,  Galbraith, 
Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall, 
Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson, 
Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington, 
Ingham,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  51.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leon- 
ard, Loyall,  Lucas,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Moses 
Mason,  May,  McKay,  McKim,  McLene,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Oweiis,  Page,  Parker, 
Parks,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  Pinckney,. 
John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Schenck,  Seymour, 
Shlnn,  Sickles,  Sprague,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas 
John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Tuiri^,  Vanderpoel,  Wage- 
ner.  Ward,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
Yell— 104. 

Nats— Messrs.  Chilton   AlUn,    Bailey,    Bell,   Bond, 


John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Carter,  John  Cham- 
bers, Chetwood,  Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark, 
Cofwin,  Qrane,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny, 
Dunlap,  Elmore,  Evans,  Forester,  Graham,  Granger, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hazeliine, 
Hoar,  Howell,  Huntsman,  IngersoU,  Lawrence,  Luke 
Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  Samson  Mason, 
Maury,  McComas,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  James 
A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Russell,  William  B.  Shepardj  Augustine 
H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sloanc,  Spangler,  Standefer, 
Steele,  Waddy  Thompson,  Underwood,  White,  Lewis 
Williams— 66. 

So  the  appeal  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
,Mr.  LEWIS  said  be  believed,  as  well  as  he  could  rec- 
ollect, that  he  had  vo?ed  for  this  rule,  which  bad  been 
adopted  by  the  House;  but,  at  the  time  he  gave  that 
vote,  he  very  little  expected  that  such  a  decision  as  this 
would  have  been  given  by  the  Speaker,  and  that,  too, 
adopted  by  the  House.  He  had  then  risen  to  know  of 
the  Speaker  whether  it  was  in  order  to  move  to  suspend 
the  examination  of  witnesses  in  this  case. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  would  be  in  order  to  do  so  by  a 
vote  of  two  thirds.  He  would  state  to  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama,  that  he  bad  made  the  decision  alluded  to 
in  strict  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  LEWIS  had  not  intended  to  make  any  impeach- 
ment of  the  Chair,  but  he  wanted  to  know  if  it  was  not 
competent  for  the  House  to  set  aside  this  examination. 

the  CHAIR  said,  not  at  this  time,  \inles8  by  a  vote  of 
two  thirds.  A  witness  was  now  on  the  stand,  and  an 
interrogatory  propounded  to  him;  and  the  House  could 
not,  by  a  bare  majority,  set  aside  this  examination. 

Mr.  LEWIS  would  then  take  an  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  at  this 
question. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  had  made  no  decision  on  which 
ah  appeal  could  be  taken.  The  only  motion  the  gentle* 
roan  could  make  would  be  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  LEWIS  supposed  that  a  vote  of  two  thirds  was 
the  only  way  by  which  it  could  be  done;  and  he  believed 
be  could  get  a  vote  of  two  thirds,  if  the  House  under- 
stood the  question  rightly.  He  desired  to  be  in  order, 
and  the  House  would  bear  biro  witness  that  he  seldom 
trespassed  on  their  patience  with  long  speeches. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  inquired  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  was  in  order.  If  the  rule  prohib- 
ited debate,  he  must  protest  against  it. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  debate  was  not  then  tn 
order. 

Mr.  LEWIS.     Is  it  in  order  to  rescind  this  rule.^ 

The  QU AIR  said  a  proposition  identical  with  this  had 
just  bfen  negatived. 

-   Mr.  LEWIS.     Then  the  House  has  got  itself  in  this 
singular  predicament — 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  called  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  to  order. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  gentleman  from  Alaba- 
ma was  not  in  order. .  The  witness  [Mr.  FiiaFiiLn] 
would  proceed  and  give  in  his  testimony. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  then  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  the 
following  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  affair  alluded  to  in  the 
question,  the  different  members  of  iKe  committee  were 
situated  as  follows,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect:  Mr.  Whit- 
ney sat  at  a  small  table  in  a  corner  of  the  room,  near  the 
fireplace;  l^lr.  Peyton,  Mr.  Garland,  Mr.  Hamer,  and 
Mr.  Gillet,  sat  at  a  long  table,  placed  transyersely  in 
front  of  the  fire,  Mr.  Hamer  at  the  end  nearest  Mr. 
Whitney,  Mr.  Gillet  at  the  opposite  end,  and  Mr.  Gar- 
land and  Mr.  Peyton  in  front,  the  latter  nearest  to  Mr.  , 
Whitney,  and  with  his  back  turned,  or  partially  so,  to- 
wards him— one  proposing  interrogatories,  and  the  other 
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anawerincT,  in  writings  the  qoettions  and  answers  beiDg^ 
handed  to  the  cbatrman,  and  by  him  read  to  the  connmit- 
tee.  Mr.  Wise*  Mr.  Martin,  and  myself,  were  sitting 
upon  a  sofa  at  the  side  of  the^fireplace  opposite  Mr. 
Whitney.  Mr.  Pierce  and  Mr.  Johnson  were  not 
present. 

When  the  chairma>i  read  the  answer  of  Mr.  Whitney 
to  the  interrogatory  of  Mr.  Peyton,  both  of  which  have 
been  published,  the  latter  turned  towards  Mr.  Garland, 
without  arising  from  his  seat,  and  said,  *'  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  wish  youto  inform  this  witness  that  he  is  not  to  insult 
me  in  his  answers^  if  he  does,  God  damn  him,  I  will  take 
his  life  upon  the  spot."  He  then  rose  and  turned  to* 
wards  Mr.  Whitney,  and  said,  **  I  want  you  to  under* 
stand,  sir,  that  I  claim  no  protection  from  ,the  constitu- 
tion {  and  if  you  insult  me,  you  'damned  dog,  I  will  take 
your  life.''  Mr.  Wise  rose,  and  advanced  to  the  side  of 
Mr.  Peyton,  and,  addressing  himself  to  Mr.  Whitney, 
said,  '*  Yes,  this  damned  insolence  is  insufferable."  Mr. 
Garland  and  other  members  of  the  committee  were, 
during  this  time,  endeavoring  to  preserve  order  and 
to  prevent  an  affray.  Mr.  Peyton  turned  from  Mr. 
Whitney,  and,  standing  with  his  back  to  the  fire,  said,  by 
way  of  soliloquy,  or*  without  addressing  himself  to  any 
one  in  particular,  «<  Hitherto,  I  have  irested  him  with 
marked  respect— >damn  him — [  have  treated  him  just  as 
if  he  had  been  a  gentleman;  to  be  thus  insulted  by  a 
damned  thief  and  robber!  damn  him,  he  shan't  do  it." 
While  uttering  the  last  words  of  this  sentence,  he  be- 
came, apparently,  more  excited,  and  turned  towards 
Mr.  Whitney,  who  rose  and  said  be  claimed  the  protec- 
tion of  the  committee  while  he  was  before  it,  when  Mr. 
Peyton  said,  **  God  damn  you,  you  shan't  speak — you 
shan't  say  a  word  while  you  are  in  this  room;  if  you  do 
I  will  put  you  to  death,"  and  made  towards  him,  at  the 
same  time  time  putting  his  hand  in  his  bosom.  Mr. 
Wise,  who  had  previously  gone  round  the  long  table, 
and  placed  himself  near  Mr.  Whitney,  here  Interposed i 
and  he,  with  Mr.  Garland,  who  was  standing  between 
Mr.  Peyton  and  Mr.  Whitney,  and  Mr.  Martin,  who  was 
by  his  side,  endeavored  to  calm  him,  and  to  prevent  his 
going  towards  Mr.  Whitney.  Mr.  Wise  said,  <*  Don't, 
Peyton;  damn  him,  he  is  not  worth  your  notice,"  or 
words  to  that  effect.  Judge.Martin  here  moved  that  the 
examination  of  the  witness  be  suspended.  Mr.  Uamer  op- 
posed it;  and,  addressing  himself  to  the  chairman,  went 
on  to  make  some  remarks,  but  I  do  not  distinctly  recol- 
lect them. 

Mr.  Peyton  then  resumed  his  seat,  but  soon  tumsd 
towards  Mr.  Whitney,  and  said,  **Damn  him,  his  eyes 
are  on  me.  God  dsmn  him,  he  is  looking  at  me — he 
shan't  do  it— damn  him,  he  shan't  look  at  me."  Mr. 
Hamer  made  some  further  remarks,  when  Mr.  Garland 
suggested  that  the  witness  should  retire  to  another  room; 
which  he  did.  Mr.  Peyton  then  apologized  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  Mr.  Hamer  offered  the  resolution  which  has 
been  published;  on  the  passage  of  which,  Mr.  Whitney 
was  recalled,  and  the  resolution  was  communicated  to  him 
by  the  chairman.  Mr.  Whitney  said,  that  if  he  had  done 
sny  thing  which  the  committee  considered  disrespect/ul, 
he  regretted  it,  and  apologized  fur  it.-  Another  inter- 
rogatury  was  proposed  to  him,  which  he  answered;  and 
then  thexommittee  rose. 

Second  question  by  Counsel.  What  was  Mr.  Whit- 
ney's general  demeanor  as^  a  witness  before  the  commit- 
tee; was  sny  indecorum  or  disrespect  on  his  part  to- 
wards the  committee,  or  any  member  of  it,  observed  or 
complained  of,  or  in  any  manner  censured  by  the  com- 
mittee? 

Answer.  With  the  exception  of  the  answer  in  writing 
of  Mr.  Whitney,  which  was  the  subject  of  a  resolution 
introduced  by  Mr.  Hamer,  and  adopted  by  the  commit- 
tee, I  saw  nothing  of  any  indecorum  or  disrespect,  on 


bis  ^/irt,  to  the  committee,  or  any  member  of  .It;  nor 
did  I,  at  any  time,  except  as  abt)ve,  and  prior  to'  the  af- 
fair slhided  to,  hear  any  complaint  on  the  part  of  any 
member  of  the  committee. 

Third  question  by  Counsel.  Please  state  whether  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney,  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
unhappy  scene  in  question,  was  or  was  not  cool,  collect- 
ed, and  forbesringi  whether  he  did  or  did  not  manifest, 
by  deed,  word,  or  gesture,  or  by  what  word,  deed,  or 
gesture,  any  disposition  to  assault  Mr.  Peyton.  Please 
describe  such  circumstances  of  his  posture  and  manner 
as  may  go  to  show  whether  he  meditated  aasauir,  or 
stood  on'  the  defensive  merely. 

Mr.  MASON^,  of  Ohio,  objected  to  this  interrogatory, 
and  went  on  to  state  the  grounds  of  his  objections  at 
length. 

Mr.  Walter -Jones,  one  of  the  counsel  for  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, replied  at  some  length  to  the  objections  raised  by 
Mr.  Mason. 

Mr.  MASON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question;  which  were  not  ordered;  and  the  House  de- 
cided that  the  question  should  be  put,  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD  then  returned  the  following: 

Answer  to  the  third  interrogatory.  So  far  as  I  saw  or 
heard,  upon  the  occasion  alluded  to,  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Whitney  was  cool,  collected,  and  forbearing.  I  heard 
him  say  nothing  but  what  I  have  stated  in  my  answer  to 
the  first  interrogatory.  In  regard  to  the  extent  of  what 
I  saw,  it  is  proper  to  add  that,  during  nearly  the  whole 
time,  several  gentlemen  were  standing  or  moving  be- 
tween myself  and  Mr.  Whitney.  My  attention,  also,  was 
principally  confined  to  Mr.  Peyton.  I  cannot  say  that 
Mr.  Whitney  did  not  assume  any  attitude  of  assault  to- 
wards Mr.  Peyton;  but  1  can  say  that,  if  he  did,  1  did  not 
see  it. 

First  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Did 
or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  endeavor  to  prevent  any  collision 
between  Mr.  Peyton  and  R.  M.  Whitney,  by  stepping 
In  between  them,  and  laying  his  hands  upon  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, and  pushing  him  back  from  his  position? 

Answer.  Mr.  Wise  'did  interfere,  as  I  have  stated  in 
my  first  answer;  he  laid  his  hand  upon  Mr.  Peyton's 
breaat,  and  endeavored  to  prevent  any  collision  be- 
tween him  and  Mr.  Whitney.  I  do  not,  however,  rec- 
ollect that  he  pushed  him  back. 

Second  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  privately  request  the  members 
of  the  committee  not  to  rise  Until  after  a  sufficient  time 
was  allowed  after  the  examination  of  R.  M.  Whitney 
wks  closed  to  enable  him  (Whitney)  to  withdraw  from 
the  committee  room,  so  as  to  prevent  the  witness  and 
Mr.  Peyton  being  thrown  together,  without  the  pres- 
ence of  the  committee  to  restrain  them?  And  did  not  Mr. 
Wise,  at  the  same  time,  declare  that  his  object  was  to 
prevent  collision  between  the  parties? 

Answer.  I  answer  afiirmatively  to  the  whole  ques- 
tion. 

Third  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Did 
Mr.  Wise  do  more  than  denounce  the  insolence  of  R. 
M.  Whitney  to  the  committee?  And,  in  attempting  to 
pacify  Mr.  Peyton,  did  he  do  more  than  ssy  to  him  tliat 
R.  M.  Whitney  waa  not  worth  his  notice? 

Answer.  Mr.  Wise  did  no  more  than  what  I  have 
described  i;i  my  first  answer.  His  object  in  going  round 
the  long  table,  and  taking  bis  stand  near  Mr.  Wliitney, 
I  only  know  from  his  (Mr.  Wise's)  statement  made  m 
this  House.  I  did  not,  at  the  time,  regard  it  as  assu- 
ming an  attitude  of  attack  upon  Mr.  Whitney. 

Fourth  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  ordid  not^Ir.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton  treat  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney with  perfect -respect  in  his  examination  before  the 
committee,  both  before  and  after  the  difficulty  between 
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him  and  Mr.  Peyton  had  occurred?  And  did  not  hif  ex- 
amination occupy  much  more  time;  and  were  not  moat 
of  the  questions  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  after  the 
difficulty  occurred? 

Answer.  I  answer  aflfirmatively  to  the  whole  ques- 
tion, except  as  to  the  order  of  time  in  which  the  ques- 
tions were  proposed  to  Mr.  Whitney.  In  regard  to 
that  I  do  not  recollect  distinctly. 

Fifth  question  by  Mr.  C  ALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Had 
you  or  had  you  not  seen  Mr.  Whitney's  card  in  the 
Globe  .of  the  5th  of  January  last,  which  ia  at  follows: 

"  A  Ca&d. — During  the  last  session  of  Congress,  it  be- 
came necessary  for  me  to  expose  H.  A.  Wise  of  having 
stated,  in  the  haU  of  the  House,  a  base  falsehood  in  re- 
lation to  myself. 

<(  In  the  Globe  of  this  morning  it  is  reported  that  Balie 
Peyton,  the  Siamese  companion  of  Wise,  for  twelve 
months  past,  in  uttering  falsehood  and  slander,  said  that, 
<  in  consequence  of  the  character  of  the  agent  alluded 
to,  Mr.  Taney,  the  former  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
would  not  recommend  him  as  an  agent  of  the  deposite 
banks.'  No  one  can  mistake  that  it  is  myself  alluded 
to  by  Mr.  P. 

*<  I  challenge  Mr.  Peyton  to  adduce  a  single  particle  of 
proof  to  sustain  the  above  assertioni  and,  for. having 
made  it  without  proof,  I  pronounce  him  a  caluh)niator, 
and  guilty  of  uttering  a  base  falsehood;^  this,  too,  like 
Wise,  while  shielded  by  his  constitutional  privilege. 

"  If  any  one  who  does  not  know  me  wishes  to  ascertain 
my  character,  I  refer  them  to  citizens  of  those  places  in 
which  I  have  passed  many  years  of  my  life. 

"R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

««  Wednesday t  4ih  January,  1837." 

And  do  you  not  know  or  believe  that  Mr.  Peyton  had 
seen  said  card,  or  was  informed  of  its  contents?  And  did 
not  the  answer  to  the  question  which  preceded  the 
difficulty  involve  the  truth  of  the  charges  which  the 
card  of  Mr.  Whitney  pronounced  to  be  false,  and  for 
the  uttering  of  which  he  *  pronounced  Mr.  Peyton  a 
calumniator'  ' 

Answer.  I  had  teen  the  card  of  Mr.  Whitney,  al- 
luded to,  and  believQ,  from  a  remark  I  heard  Mr.  Pey- 
ton make  in  the  committee  room,  that  be  also  had  seen 
it.  The  question  referred  to,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, I  did  regard  as  involving  the  truth  of  the  charges 
which  called  out  the  card  of  Mr.  Whitney. 

Firtit  question  by  Mr.  INGERSOLL.  What  language 
did  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  before  the  interposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Peyton? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Peyton  interposed 
at  all,  as  I  understand  that  word.  I  cannot,  therefore, 
answer  the  question  as  to  the  language  used  by  Mr. 
Whitney. 

Second  question  by  Mr.  INGERSOLL.  What  lan- 
guage did  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  before  the 
witness  says  <*  Mr.  Peyton  rose  and  addressed  the  chair- 
roan?" 

Answer.  If  the  question  refers  to  what  was  said,  my 
answer  i?,  that  Mr.  Whitney  said  nothing  that  I  recol- 
lect. If  it  refers  to  the  written  answer  of  Mr.  Whitney, 
I  cannot  answer  it  without  referring  to  the  journal  of 
the  committee.  It  has,  however,  been  correctly  pub- 
lished. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELI<.  When  Mr.  Peyton  was  called 
tcT order  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  for  the  first 
remark  made  by  him  in  reference  to  Mr.  Whitney, 
did  he  not  take  his  seat,  and  continue  sitting  until  Mr. 
Whitney  rose  and  commenced  speaking? 

Answer.  I  recolUct  that  Mr.  Peyton  took  his  seat, 
but  cannot  say  whether  it  was  when  called  to  order  by 
the  chairman.  I  do  not  recollect  of  Mr.  Whitney's 
rising  but  once  prior  to  his  withdrawing)  and  that,  ac- 


cording to  my  present  recollection,  was  before  the 
time  alluded  to  in  this  question. 

First  question  by  Committee.  Was  or  was  not  the 
deportment  of  Mr.  Peyton  that  of  a  man  who  did  not  in- 
tend to  make  an  attack,  but  desired  to  deter  another, 
and  make  him  desist  from  insulting  remarks  and  conduct? 

Answer.  Mr.  Peyton,  as  I  have  before  stated,  treat- 
ed Mr.  Whitney  wiih  respect  prior  to  the  time  of  this 
difficulty.  After  the  aoswer  of  Mr.  Whitney  was  read 
by  the  chairman,  Mr.  Peyton  was  very  much  excited, 
and  at  one  time,  certainly,  appeared  to  be  disposed  to 
punish  Mr.  Whitney  for  his  alleged  insult. 

Second  question  by  Committee.' What  was  the  ques- 
tion put  to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  his  answer  thereto,  to 
which  you  refer  in  your  answer  to  the  first  interroga- 
tory; and  what  was  the  vote  of  the  committee,  also  re- 
ferred to  by  you  in  your  answer  to  the  same  interroga- 
tory; and  will  you  now  set  them  forth,  to  be  received  in 
connexion  with,  and  as  part  of,  your  answer  to  said  in- 
terrogatory? 

[Time  given  to  witness  to  answer  the  foregoing  second 
question  of  Committee.  ] 

Second  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Peyton 
rose  the  second  time,  did  he  advance  across  a  line  drawn 
from  his  chair  towards  the  fireplace,  cutting  him  off 
from  Reuben  M.  Whitney?  Could  you,  at  the  instant  of 
time  when'  Mr.  Peyton  put  hts  hand  to  his  bosom,  see 
the  right  hand  of  Mr.  Whitney?  If  yes,  was  it  not 
thrust  into  bis  pocket,  with  his  lef\;  foot  advanced? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  when  Mr.  Peyton  rose  the 
second  time,  but  think  it  was  not  until  Mr.  Whitney  re- 
tired, or  about  that  time.  When  Mr.  Peyton  put  his 
hand  to  his  bosom,  he  had  just  turned  from  a  standing 
posture,  as  1  have  described  in  my  answer  to  the  first  in- 
terrogatory. I  doubt  whether  at  that  time  I  could  see 
Mr.  Whitney's  right  hand;  but  if  I  could,  I  do  not  recol- 
lect of  seeing  it  in  the  position  described  by  the  question. 
My  answer  is  the  same  with  regard  to  Mr.  Whitne>'8 
left  foot. 

Third  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  you  occupy  a  posi- 
tion which  enabled  you  to  sec  the  offensive  look  or 
scowl  of  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  which  he  cast  up- 
on Mr.  Peyton,  if  any,  at  the  time  of  handing  his  answer 
to  the  chairman  ? 

Answer.  At  the  time  the  answer  of  Mr.  Whitney  was 
handed  to  the  chairman,  I  sat  nearly  opposite  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, with  nothing  interposing.  My  attention,  however, 
was  fiistened  almost  entirely  upon  Mr.  Peyton. 

Fourth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  not  Mr.  Peyton 
complain  that  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  had  insulted 
him  by  his  look  at  the  time? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  did. 

Fifth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  If  it  had  been  Mr.  Pey- 
ton's intention 'to  draw  a  weapon  upon  Mr.  Whitney, 
had  be  not  Ample  time  to  do  so? 

Answer.   He  had. 

Sixth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  What  number  of  inter- 
rogatories were  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  to  the  wit- 
ness, R.  M.  Whitney?  How  many  before,  and  how 
many  after,  the  question  and  answer  which  gave  rise  to 
the  altercation  alluded  to?  Did  you  apprehend  danger 
of  insult  or  personal  violence  to  said  witness,  when  he 
reappeared  before  the  said  committee,  on  the  part  of 
either  Mr.  Wise  or  Mr.  Peyton?  State  whether  they, 
and  each  of  them,  did  not  treat  him  wi\h  the  courtesy 
due  a  witness,  as  well  after  as  before  that  occurrence. 

Answer.  That  part  of  the  question  relating  to  the 
number  of  interrogatories,  and  the  time  when  they  were 
proposed,  I  will  answer  after  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
to  refer  to  the  journal  of  the  committee.  I  did  not  ap- 
prehend insult  or  personal  violence  to  Mr.  Whitnev,  on 
the  part  of  Mr,  Peyton  or  Mr.  Wise,  when  the  former 
reappeared  in  the  committee  room.     Mr.  Peyton's  ex 
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citement  hid  then  sabsided.  I  have  already  stated  that, 
prior  and  auhsequent  to  this  occurrence,  Mr.  Wise  and 
Mr.  Peyton  treated  Mr.  Whitney  respectfully  in  the  com- 
mittee room. 

Seve.ith  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Was  there  not  a  rule 
of  the  committee  that  all  questions  should  be  reduced  to 
writing^,  and  propounded  throuf^h  the  chairman  to  wit- 
ness, if.  not  objected  to  by  a  member  of  the  committee) 
and  that  all  answers  of  witness  should  be  returned  in 
writing  through  the  same  channel?  And  was  it  not  re- 
marked by  Mr.  Peyton,  that  the  witness  must  answer  in 
writing,  and  that  he  should  not  address  the  committee  in 
any  other  way  ? 

Answer.  There  is  such  a  rule;  but  I  do  not  recollect 
the  remark  of  Mr.  Peyton  supposed  in  the  question. 

Eighth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Had  or  bad  not  said 
witness  refused,  to  answer  several  questions  put  to  him 
by  Mr.  Peyton,  before  the  one  above  alluded  to,  charac- 
terizing them  as  inquisitorial,  which  questions  had  been 
decided  by  the  committee  as  proper  to  be  propounded? 

Answer.  Mr.  Whitney  had  refused  to  answer  many 
questions  proposed  by  Mr.  Peyton,  characterizing  them 
as  inquisitorial.  Though  the  committee  permitted  these 
questions  to  be  put,  I  understood  that  the  committee  re- 
served the  question  as  to  the  obligation  of  the  witness  to 
answer  them,  in  case  be  did  not  choose  voluntarily  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  with  permission  of  the  House,  would 
submit  a  proposition  which  had  met  the  approbation  of 
all  the  members  of  the  committee  appointed  to  conduct 
the  examination,  together  with  the  counsel  of  the  ac- 
•  cused,  an(f  several  other  gentlemen  engaged  in  pro- 
pounding questionf,  which  would  expedite  the  business. 
It  was,  in  substance,  ordering  that,  in  future,  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney  be  postpon- 
ed till  12  o'clock  to-morrow,  and  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  be  directed  to  furnish  each  witness,  to  be  there- 
after examined,  with  a  copy  of  the  interrogatories  already 
propounded  to  Mr.  Fairfield. 

Mr«  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  would  object  to  if,  if 
its  eflPect  would  be  to  cut  off  entirely  the  resolution  be 
designed  to  offer. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  adoption  of  this  order  would 
have  no  effect  upon  the  gentleman's  j^roposition. 

This  order  was  then  adopted,  nem,  diu. 

The  Sergeant-at-arms  was  then  directed  to  conduct 
Mr.  Whitney  from  the  bar;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky, 

TIm  House  adjourned. 

Thursdat,  Fsbauaht  16. 
CASE  OF  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

Mr.  Whitney  being'  placed  at  the  bar  of  the  House* 
the  examination  of  the  honorable  Mr.  TAimmiM  was 
continued. 

Sixth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  What  number  of  inter- 
rogatories were  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  to  the  wit- 
ness, R.  M.  Whitney'  How  many  before  and  how 
many  after  the  question  and  answer  whioh  gave  rise  to 
the  altercation  alluded  tof  Did  you  apprehend  danger 
of  insult  or  pergonal  violence  to  said  witness,  when  be 
reappeared  before  said  committee,  on  the  part  of  either 
Mr.  Wise  or  Mr.  Peyton.'  State  whether  they,  and  each 
of  them,  did  not  treat  him  with  the  courtesy  due  a  wit* 
ness,  as  well  after  as  before  that  occurrence. 

Answer.  Prior  to  the  difiiculty  alluded  to  in  the  ques- 
tion, Mr.  Whitney  had  appeared  before  the  committee, 
January  12th,  13th,  and  14th,  when  fourteen  interroga- 
tories were  propounded  to  him,  principally  by  Mr.  Pey- 
ton. On  the  25tb,  ten  interrogatories  were  propounded, 
the  eighth  being  the  one  which  called  forth  the  offensive 
answer.     He  appeared  before  the  committee  again  on 


the  26th  of  January,  when  thirty-eight  interrogatories 
were  propounded,  all  by  Mr.  Peyton  but  one. 

Mr.  GHOLSON'S  second  question  in  behalf  of  the 
committee.  What  was  the  question  put  to  Mr.  Whitney, 
and  his  answer  thereto,  to  which  you  refer  in  your  an- 
swer to  the  first  interrogatory;  and  what  was  the  vote  of 
the  committee,  also  referred  to  by  you  in  your  answer 
to  the  same  interrogatory;  and  will  you  now  set  this 
forth,  to  be  received  in  connexton  with,  and  as  part  of, 
your  answer  to  said  interrogatory? 

Answer.  The  question  and  answer  alluded  to  were  as 
follows,  viz:  *'  Did  you  receive  any  letter  of  recommend" 
ation  from  R.  B.  Taney,  or  did  he  in  any  manner  coun- 
tenance or  encourage  you  in  applying  for  the  agency 
contemplated;  or  did  he  positively  refuse  to  recommend, 
receive,  or  countenance  you  in  that  capacity,  while  be 
was  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department?" 

<*  Answer,  t  decline  answering  this  interrogatory, 
more  particularly  as  the  individual  propounding  it  has 
asserted,  positively  and  publicly,  that  the  substance  of 
the  latter  part  of  it  is  true,  beginning  with  '  or  did  he,' 
&c.  therefore,  being  the  party  accused,  I  am  not  n 
proper  witness.  I  think,  in  justice,  that  the  individual 
who  has  made  the  allegation  should  be  called  ta  pro- 
duce his  proof." 

The  vote  of  the  committee  was,  *'  that  the  foregoing 
answer  to  the  15th  question  be  returned  to  the  witness, 
being  no  reply  to  the  interrogatory,  and  disrespectful  to 
a  member  of  the  committee." 

Ninth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  not  the  resolution 
of  the  committee,  returning  the  answerof  the'  witness 
(Whitney)  as  disrespectful  to  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee, pass  without  a  dissenting  voice?  .^. 
Answer.  It  did. 

Tenth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Look  upon  the  journal 
of  the  committee,  at  page  84,  and  say  on  what  day  the 
15th  interrogatory  was  propounded.  Did  not  said  wit- 
ness (Whitney)  return  and  continue  his  examination,  as 
has  been  stated  in  your  answer  just  given?  Look  upon 
the  journal,  at  page  103,  and  sUte  whether  said  witnesi 
did  not  voluntarily  return  and  file  written  communica* 
tions,  as  set  forth  in  pages  from  99  to  102,  inclusive,  as 
follows,  namely:  (Here  follows  a  correspondence  be- 
tween R.  M.  Whitney,  J.  C.  Wilkins,  J.  D.  Beers,  and 
John  Tillson,  jr.]  State  whether  Mr.  Peyton  did  not 
propound  to  said  witness  two  other  inte^ogatories  at 
page  103,  and  receive  answers  as  therein  set  forth,  in 
addition  to  the  questions  and  answers  alluded  to  in  your 
last  snswers. 

Answer.  The  fifteenth  interrogatory  was  propounded 
January  25tb.  Mr.  Whitney  returned,  and  the  examina* 
tion  was  continued,  as  I  have  before  stated.  Mr.  Whit- 
ney also  voluntarily  returned  and  filed  the  communica- 
tions, as  set  forth  in  psges  from  99  to  102,  inclusive,  as 
supposed  in  the  question.  Two  other  questions  were 
proposed  at  this  time  by  Mr.  Peyton,  as  set  forth  in 
page  103  of  the  journal  of  the  committee.  They  were 
accidentally  omitted  by  me  inf  my  former  answer,  not 
having  received  the  printed  journal  beyond  the  96th 
page. 

Eleventh  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  Mr.  Peyton 
take  any  exception  to  that  part  of  his  answer  which  al- 
leges an  insinuation  in  interrogatories  Nos.  40  and  42, 
propounded  by  him? 
Answer.  Not  to  my  recollection.  ^ 

Twelfth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Please  examine  the 
interrogatories  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  to  the  wit- 
ness, (Whitney,)  and  the  answers  thereto,  commencing 
with  No.  1,  and  including  the  following  numbers,  desig- 
nated by  a  cross  on  the  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  com- 
mittee herewith  furnished,  and  say  if  the  course  of  the 
witness  was  not  considered  disrespectful  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  especially  to  Mr.  Peyton. 
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Answer.  I  did  not  consider  the  answers  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, alhided  to,  u  disrespectrul  either  to  the  committee 
or  Mr.  Peyton,  Inasmuch  as  my  opinion  hali  been^  from 
the  beginning,  that  he  was  ander  no  legal  obligation  to 
answer  the  interrogatories,  or  most  of  them;  and  as  I 
consider  the  term  *<  inquisitorial"  to  be  used  in  a  tech- 
nical sense,  and  not  with  a  disposition  to  be  uncourteous 
to  the  committee,  or  any  member  of  it. 

Thirteenth  question  ot  Mr.  BBLL.  Did  not  Chief 
Justice  Taney,  in  bis  eTidence  before  the  committee, 
disprove  the  allegation  of  the  witness  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Duane,  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  so  far  as  relates 
to  his  having,  at  any  time,  recommended  him  (Whitney) 
as  a  fit  person  to  be  an  agent  of  the  deposite  banks  or 
of  the  Treasury? 

Answer.  Cliief  Justice  Taney's  evidence  is  not  before 
me,  and,  if  it  were,  it  miffht  perhaps  be  questioned 
whether  it  was  competent  for  me  to  say  what  degree  of 
evidence  amounts  to  proof.  For  a  further  answer  of  the 
question,  I  refer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Whitney,  and  the 
answers  of  Mr.  Taney,  alluded  to  in  the  queatioOi  both 
of  which  are  in  the  possession  of  the  committee. 

Fourteenth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  How  far  was  Mr. 
Peyton  sitting  from  the  witness  (Whitney)  at  the  time 
of  the  commencement  of  the  occurrence  to  which  you 
have  alluded?  State^  also,  whether  Mr.  Peyton  was  not 
sitting  nearer  to  the  witness  than  any  other  member  of 
the  committee.  State,  also,  whether  Mr.  Peyton  was  not 
standing  still  at  the  time  he  had  his  hand  in  his  bosom, 
and  when  Mr.  Wise  approached  him. 

Answer.  At  the  commencement  of  the  occurrence  al- 
luded to,  Mr.  Peyton  was  sitting  within  a  few  feet  of  Mr. 
Whitney,  say  three  to  six  feet,  ^nd  was  nearer  Mr.  Whit- 
ney than  any  other  member  of  the  committee.  1  think 
Mr.  Peyton  was  not  standing  still  at  the  time  named  in 
the  question,  but  was  endeavoring  to  advance,  and  was 
resisted  in  so  doing  principally  by  Mr.  Wise. 

Fifteenth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Have  you,  or  any 
other  person,  to  your  knowledge,  had  any  conversation 
with  the  said  R.  M.  Whitney  since  the  occurrence  in  the 
committee?  If  so,  did  he  inform  you  then  thst  he 
was  alarmed,  and  that  bis  fears  had  induced  him  to  take 
the  course  which  he  has  done  in  this  matter?  State  all 
he  ssid  in  relation  to  his  fears,  or  the  motives  which  in- 
duced his  course  upon  this  occasion. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  conversation  others  have 
had  with  Mr.  Whitney  upon  this  subject.  I  have  had 
none.  I  had  no  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Whitney  prior 
to  being  appointed  on  the  select  committee,  and  have 
since  carefully  abstained  from  conversation  with  him. 
Upon  one  occasion,  however,  since  the  occurrence  of 
the  35ih  of  January,  I  was  in  the  company  of  Mr.  Whjt- 
ney  a  few  minutes,  who  made  some  remarks  upon  the 
subject,  not  addressed  to  me  particularly.  So  far  as  I 
can  recollect  them,  they  were,  m  substance,  that  he  was 
not  afraid  of  Mr.  Peyton  at  the  time  alluded  t0(  that  he 
(Whitney)  was  not  armed  at  the  time,  but  intended,  if 
Mr.  Peytcm  had  drawn  a  weapon,  to  have  sprung  for- 
ward, caught  his  arm,  and  fiung  him  into  the  fireplace. 
This  was  before  he  had  sent  a  petition  to  the  House,  and 
before  his  arrest  for  an  alleged  contempt. 

First  question  of  Mr.  RENCHER.  In  the  subsequent 
examinations  before  the  committee  to  which  R.  M. 
Whitney  was  pleased  to  submit,  after  the  occurrence  be- 
tveen  him  and  Mr.  Peyton,  did  be  exhibit  fears  of  per- 
sonal violence  from  Mr.  Wise,  or  from  sny  other  mem- 
ber of  the  committee? 

Answer.  1  have  seen  no  indications  of  fear  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Whitney. 

'  Second  question  of  Mr.  RBNCHER.  Was  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Wise,  or  any  other  member  of  the  committee, 
calculated  to  create  such  fears? 

Answer.  Excepting  the  time  of  the  occurrence  of  the 
25tb  of  January,  I  answer  negatively. 


Fourth  question  by  Counsel.  Did  Mr.*  Wise  at  any 
time,  and  when  and  where,  state  what  was  hb  purpose 
in  going  round  the  table,  and  placing  hhnself  near  the 
accused,  as  stated  in  your  answer  to  the  first  interroga- 
tory? If  yea,'  what  did  he  ssy  was  his  purpose?  And 
was  the  sUtement  of  Mr.  Wise,  as  to  his  purpose  in 
that  movement,  before  or  after  the  accused's  testimony 
before  the  committee  had  been  closed? 

Answer.  I  was  not  present  when  Mr.,  Wise  made  the 
statement  alluded  to,  in  this  House,  on  1  think  Satur- 
day,  the  4th  of  February.  My  information  was  derived 
from  conversation  with  members  who  were  present,  and 
from  the  report  of  his  remarks  in  the  Globe  and  Intelli- 
gencer of  this  city.  I  think  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney had  closed  prior  to  that  time. 

Fifth  question  ^y  Counsel.  In  your  foregoing  answers, 
touching  the  interrogatories  propounded  to  Mr.  Whit- 
ney  before  the  committee,  do  you  refer  to  any  questions 
put  to  Mr.  Whitney  by  Mr.  Peyton,  or  by  others  of  the 
committee,  or  to  any  of  his  answers  or  refusals  to  answer, 
but  what  are  recorded  in  the  journal  of  the  committee, 
and  found  in  the  printed  copy  of  that  journal  referred  to 
in  the  foregoing  interrogatories;  and  is  that  a  copy  print- 
ed by  order  of  the  committee?  If  so,  annex  the  whole 
of  it  to  your  answer. 

Answer.  I  have  referred  to  the  questions  and  answers, 
and  refusals  to  answer,  which  have  been  published  by 
the  committee,  snd  to  them  alone.  I  annex  the  journal, 
so  far  as  it  has  been  printed  by  order  of  the  committee: 

[Here  follow  from  pages  1  to  112,  inclusive,  of  print- 
ed journal  of  the  select  committee.] 

Sixth  question  by  Counsel.  Is  not  the  evidence  of 
Chief  Justice  Tsney,  and  also  that  of  Mr.  Duane,  record- 
ed in  the  journal  of, the  coqimittee? 

Answer.  I  presume  it  is;  but  I  have  run  my  eye  rap- 
idly over  the  printed  journal,  and  do  not  find  the  evi- 
dence there. 

Seventh  question  by  Counsel.  Wss  Mr.  Whitney  pres- 
ent at,  or  ever  apprized  of,  the  examination  of  Chief  Jus- 
tice Taney  or  Mr.  Duane,  or  of  the  nature  of  their  evi- 
dence, or  ever  aifurded  an  opportunity  to  put  questions 
to  either,  in  explanation  of  their  evidence,  or  to  adduce 
any  corroboration  of  his  own,  in  case  any  discrepancy 
should  appear? 

Answer.  He  was  not  present,  nor  was  he  apprised  of 
the  examination  of  Mr.  Taney  and  Mr.  Duane,  to  my 
knowledge. 

Mr,  Hamer^a  TVsUmony. 

First  question  by  the  Counsel  for  the  accused.  Please 
state  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  dispute  and  dis- 
order that  occurred  before  the  select  committee  where- 
of Mr.  Garland  is  chairman,  on  Wednesday,  the  35tb 
of  January ;  and  state  particularly  all  that  was  said  and  done 
by,  and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct  of,  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney, as  a  witness  attending  the  committee,  and  Messrs. 
Wise  and  Peyton,  as  members  of  that  committee,  and  all 
that  occurred  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  HAMER'S  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory  of 
the  Counsel.  The  following  statement  is  copied  in  part 
from  one  made  out  some  days  sgo,  and  shown  to  me  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Fairfield,  a  member  of  the  committee, 
who  was  present  at  the  affair  described.  It  is  so  far  al- 
tered as  to  make  it  accord  with  my  own  recollection  of 
the  facts,  and  is  substantially  true  as  they  occurred. 
I  cannot  be  precise  as  to  the  very  words  used  by  the  par- 
ties, nor  as  to  the  exact  order  of  time  in  which  all  the 
events  transpired;  nor  can  I  pretend  to  relate  every 
thing  that  was  said  and  done  during  the  excitement. 

The  position  of  the  several  persons  in  the  room  was 
as  described  by  Mr.  Fairfield.  The  chairman  and  Mr. 
Peyton  between  the  long  ta'ble  and  the  fire;  Messrs. 
Martin,  Gillet,  Fairfield,  and  Wise,  at  the  end  of  the  ta- 
ble, either  upon  or  beside  the  sofs,  which  stands  at  the 
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left  tide  of  the  fireplace;  tnd  myself  at  the  other  end  of 
the  Ubie,  cloie  to  Mr.  Peyton.  The  Witness  sat  beside 
a  small  table  in  the  corner,  on  the  ri^ht  of  the  fireplace. 

When  lir.  Peyton  beard  the  answer  to  this  interora- 
tory  read,  he  turned  towards  the  ehairman,  and  said: 
<*  Mr.  Chairman,  1  wish  you  to  inform  this  witness  that 
he  is  not  to  inault  me  in  his  answersi  if  be  does,  God 
damn  him,  1  will  take  his  life  upon  the  spot."  About 
thia  time  Mr.  Wise  rose  from  the  sofa,  and  said:  «  Yes; 
the  damned  insolence  of  this  witness  is  insuflTerable.'* 
Mr.  Peyton  said  to  Mr.  Wise,  "  Never  mind,  this  is  my 
bosineast"  and  rising,  and  turning  towards  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, said:  "I  want  you  to  understand,  sir,  that  I  claim 
no  protection  from  the  constitution i  and  if  you  insult  me 
to  my  face,  you  damned  dog,  I  will  take  your  life." 
During  this  time,  the  chairman  and  others  were  vainly 
endeavoring  to  restore  order. 

Mr.  Peyton  turned  from  the  witness,  and  presently 
aaid:  «  Hitherto  I  have  treated  him  with  marked  respect; 
damn  him,  1  have  treated  him  as  if  he  had  been  a  gen- 
tleman; to  be  insulted  in  this  way  by  a  damned  thief  and 
robber!  Damn  him,  he  shan't  do  it."  About  this  time 
Mr.  Whitney  (who,  I  think,  had  not  said  a  word  before) 
said:  *«  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  here  as  a  witness,  and  I 
claim  the  protection  of  the  committee."  Mr.  Peyton 
•aid:  «God  damn  you,  you  shan't  speak— you  shan't 
say  a  word  while  you  are  in  this  room;  if  you  do,  I  will 
put  you  to  death.  You  shall  mske  your  statements  in 
.writing."  Previous  to  this,  Mr.  Wise  had  gone  around 
the  table,  and  was  standing  near  the  witness;  and  im- 
mediately after  this  declaration  of  Mr.  Peyton,  Mr.  Wise 
passed  between  the  witness  and  Mr.  Peyton,  and  seized 
the  latter,  saying,  <*  Don't,  Peyton;  damn  him,  he  is  not 
worth  your  notice."  Mr.  Peyton  endeavored  to  disen- 
gage himself,  and  replied:  "Yes  he  is,  when  he  insults 
me  to  my  face;  if  he  were  a  dog  I  would  notice  him." 
1  did  not  see  Mr.  Peyton  put  his  hand  In  his  bosom,  nor 
did  I  see  arms  of  any  kind  during  the  affair. 

About  tliis  time  Mr.  Martin  moved  to  suspend  the  ex- 
amination, to  which  I  objected,  and  proceeded  to  ad- 
dress the  Chair,  amidst  frequent  interruptions.  Mr. 
Peyton  resumed  his  seat,  but  soon,  turning  towards  the 
witness,  said:  **  Damn  him,  his  eyes  are  on  me;  God 
damn  him,  he  is  looking  at  me.  He  shan't  do  it;  damn 
him,  he  shan't  look  at  me."  liie  chairman  directed  the 
witness  to  retire  from  the  room,  and  he  did  so.  t  con- 
cluded my  remarks,  and  then  offered  the  resolution, 
which  was  adopted  by  the  committee.  Mr.  Peyton 
apologized  to  the  committee  for  the  coQrse  he  bad  pur- 
sued. The  witness  was  called  in,  and  the  resolution 
read  to  him,  when  he  also  apologized,  as  is  stated  upon 
the  journal  of  the  committee.  The  examination  then 
proceeded,  and,  after  a  short  time,  the  committee  ad- 
journed until  the  next  morning. 

Previous  to  this  time  I  had  seen  nothing  in  the  con- 
duct of  eitlier  Mr.  Peyton  or  Mr.  Wise,  towards  the  wit- 
ness, which  was  at  all  indecorous  or  disrespectful,  nor 
was  there  any  thing  afterwards,  during  the  course  of  bis 
examination. 

On  the  part  of  Mr.  Whitney,  I  saw  nothing  disrespect- 
ful towards  either  of  those  gentlemen,  either  before  or 
subsequent  to  this  transaction.  I  did  not  see  the  frowns 
or  scowling  looks  attributed  to  the  witness,  though  I 
distinctly  recollect  that  Mr.  Peyton  complained- of  them 
at  the  time.  Nor  did  I  see  Mr.  Whitney's  hand  in  his 
pocket  during  the  affair,  though  I  did  not  watch  him 
narrowly;  for  believing  that  he  assumed  a  defensive  at- 
titude, and  would  not  rush  upon  Mr.  Peyton,  my  atten- 
tion was  rather  directed  to  him;  intending,  if  he  at- 
tempted, in  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  to  move 
upon  Mr.  Whitney,  to  step  between  them,  and  endeav- 
or to  prevent  a  conflict.  Mr.  Wise  interposed,  and 
saved  roe  the  necessity  of  doing  no* 
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As  to  Mr.  Wise's  intention  of  shooting  or  killing  the 
witness,  I  neither  saw  nor  heard  any  thing  of  it  that  eve- 
ning; but  heard  him  avow  it  afterwards,  in  a  public  con- 
versation, as  well  as  in  the  House,  snd  in  language  sim- 
ilar to  that  used  on  the  floor.  With  the  exception  of 
his  first  movement,  his  course  seemed  to  me,-  at  the 
time,  to  be  rather  pe^eful  than  otherwise,  and  dictated 
by  a  desire  to  prevent  a  personal  rencounter  between  ' 
Mr.  Peyton  and  the  witness.  I  do  not  recollect  any 
other  material  circumstance;  but,  after  what  baa  been 
said,  both  in  the  House  and  in  the  publications  of  the 
day,  it  is  but  an  act  of  justice  to  myself  to  add  a  few 
words  in  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the  committee. 

Before  this  period  we  had  received  and  read  Mr. 
Whitney's  protest,  in  which  he  assigns  his  reasons,  at 
large,  for  not  answering  certain  classes  of  questions. 
His  examination  progressed  with  this  protest  before  us; 
and  when  he  declined  answering  questions,  as  he  often 
did,  it  was,  of  course,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  that  paper; 
and  it  was  deemed  unnecessary  and  improper  for  him 
to  give  reasons  for  declining,  in  each  case  where  he 
did  not  choose  to  answer  an  interrogatory. 

Again:  It  was  well  known  that  Mr.  Peyton  had,  more 
than  once,  denounced  the  witness  in  very  strong  terms, 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  that 
the  latter  had,  but  a  few  days  prior  to  this  affair,  pub- 
lished a  "card,"  in  relation  (o  Mr.  Peyton,  which  was 
couched  in  very  offensive  language.  They  were  not 
on  spesking  terms.  All  the  questions,  answers,  and 
suggestions,  which  passed  between  them,  were  trsnsmit- 
ted  through  the  chairman.  Under  such  circumstances, 
it  was  believed  to  be  not  only  an  obvious  violation  of  the 
rules  of  propriety,  but  «  disrespectful,"  for  the  witness, 
after  refusing  to  answer  an  interrogatory,  to  proceed  to 
give  reasons  for  his  refusal,  which  reflected  personally 
upon  the  member  who,  by  the  permission  of  the  com- 
mittee, had  propounded  the  (question.  It  was  calculated 
to  provoke  a  qUarrel,  and  it  was  this  offence,  on  the 
part  of  the  witness,  which  the  resolution  was  intended 
to  rebuke.  If  witnesses,  under  the  pretext  of  giving 
reasons  for  not  answering  question.*,  could  be  allowed 
to  retort  upon  the  members  of  a  committee,  or  of  a  court, 
they  might  thus  heap  upon  them,  individually  and  col- 
lectively, whatever  odium  happened  to  suit  their  inter- 
ests or  inclination.  Such  a  practice  could  not  be  toler- 
ated before  any  tribunal;  and,  in  this  case,  it  was  resolv- 
ed to  check  it  at  once. 

Whether,  as  between  parties  who  were  not  personally 
unfriendly,  the  reply  would  have  been  considered  disre- 
spectful; or  whether  the  provocation  was  sufficient  to 
justify  all  Che  scenes  which  followed,  were  other  and 
very  different  questions,  and  as  to  which  the  committee 
did  not  feel  called  upon  to  express  an  opinion.  Such, 
at  least,  were  my  sentiments;  and;  so  far  as  I  conversed 
with  the  members,  1  understood  them  to  be  theirs  also. 
.  1  understand  it  has  been  said  that  we  ought  to  have 
brought  this  affair  immediately  before  the  House.  It 
would  have  been  strange  if  we  had.  Scenes  not  unlike 
it  have  occurred  on  several  occasions  during  the  last 
three  years,  and  the  uniform  practice  of  the  House  has 
been  to  resort  to  every  means  in  its  power  necessary  to 
produce  a  Reconciliation  and  restore  harmony,  some- 
times remaining  in  session  for  hours  to  accomplish  the 
object.  We  but  followed  the  example  of  the  honoraj>lo 
body  whbse  committee  we  were,  and  effected  a  restora* 
tion  of  order  and  harmony,  which  enabled  us  to  proceed 
with  our  business* 

In  submitting  a  statement,  which  is  to  be  recorded 
and  published,  it  is  due  to  the  occasion,  and  to  (he  part 
L  bore  in  the  proceedings,  to  add  these  explanatory  re- 
marks to  the  narrative  of  facts  which  I  have  given  as 
testiuAony. 

Second  question  by  Counsel.  What  was  Mr.  Whit- 
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ney's  general  demeanor  as  a  witneaa  before  the  commit- 
tee! was  any  indecorum  or  disrespect  on  his  part  to- 
wards the  committee,  or  any  member  of  it,  observed  or 
complained  of,  or  in  any  manner  censured  by  the  com- 
mittee? 

Answer.  His  conduct  was  respectful,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  this  affair  between  him  and  ^r.  Peyton.  In  that 
case,  the  committee  returned  his  ansurer  as  disrespect- 
ful. 

Third  question  by  Counsel.  Please  state  whether  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  U^hitney,  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
unhappy  scene  in  question,  wss  or  was  not  cool,  col- 
lected, and  forbearing;  whether  he  did  or  did  not 
manifest,  by  word,  deed,  or  gesture,  or  by  whst  word, 
deed,  or  gesture,  any  disposition  to  sssault  Mr.  Peyton. 
Please  describe  such  circumstances  of  his  posture  and 
manner  as  may  go  to  show  whether  he  meditated  as- 
sault or  stood  on  the  defensive  merely. 

Answer.  Mr.  Whitney  was  apparently  cool  and  ior- 
bearing.  I  saw  now  no  disposition  manifested,  on  his 
part,  to  become  an  assailant. 

First  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Did 
or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  endeavor  to  prevent  any  collision 
between  Mr.  Peyton  and  R.  M.Whitney,  by  stepping  in 
between  them,  snd  laying  his  hands  upon  Mr.  Peyton, 
And  pushing  him  back  from  his  position? 
Answer.  He  did. 

Second  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  privately  request  ^he  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  not  to  rise  until  after  a  sufficient 
time  was  allowed  after  the  examination  of  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney was  closed  to  enable  him  (Whitney)  to  withdraw 
from  the  committee  room,  so  as  to  prevent  the  witness 
and  Mr.  Peyton  being  thrown  together,  without  the 
presence  of  the  committee  to  restrain  them;  and  did  not 
Mr.  Wise,  at  the  time,  declare  that  his  object  was  to 
prevent  collision  between  the  parties? 
Answer.  He  expressed  such  sentiments  to  me. 
Third  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Did 
Mr.  Wise  do  more  than  denounce  the  insolence  of  R. 
M.  Whitney  to  the  committee;  and,  in  attempting  to 
pscify  Mr.  Peyton,  did  he  do  more  than  say  to  him  that 
R.  M.  Whitney  was  not  worth  his  notice? 

Answer.  He  made  other  remarks,  but  I  do  not  recol- 
lect them. 

Fourth  question  of  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton  treat  R.  M. 
Whitney  with  perfect  respect  in  his  examination  before 
the  committee,  both  before  and  after  the  difficulty  be- 
tween him  and  Mr.  Peyton  hsd  occurred;  and  did  not 
his  examination  occupy  much  time;  and  were  not  most 
of  the  questions  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  after  the 
difficulty  occurred;' 

Answer.  They  treated  him  with  respect  both  before 
and  after.  His  examination  occupied  much  tme;  and  I 
believe  most  of  the  questions  were  asked  afterwards. 
The  journsl  will  answer  the  latter  inquiry. 

Fifth  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Had 
you  or  had  you  not  seen  Mr.  Whitney's  card  in  the 
Globe  of  the  5th  of  January  last?  [This  card  was  given 
in  Mr.  Fairfield's  testimony.]  And  do  you  not  know  or 
believe  that  Mr.  Peyton  bad  seen  ssid  card,  or  was  in- 
formed of  its  contents;  and  did  not  the  answer  to  the 
question  which  preceded  the  difficulty  involve  the  truth 
of  the  charges  which  the  card  of  Mr.  Whitney  pro- 
nounced to  be  false,  and  for  the  uttering  of  which  be 
pronounced  Mr.  Peyton  a  calumniator? 

Answer.  I  had  seen  the  **card,'*  and  so  had  Mr.  Pey- 
ton. He  took  the  Globe  out  of  my  hand  to  read  the 
«card,"  and  conversed  with  mp  about  it  in  the  commit- 
tee room.  I  understand  the  answer  of  the  witness  as 
referring  to  that  "card,"  or  to  the  charge  discussed  and 
denied  in  that  publication. 


First  question  of  Mr.  INGCIISOLL.  What  language 
did  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  before  the  interpo- 
sition of  Mr.  Peyton? 

Answer.  None  that  I  have  heard. 

Second  question  of  Mr.  INGERSOLL.  What  lan- 
guage did  Mr.  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  before 
the  witness  says,  <*  Mr.  Peyton  rose  and  addressed  the 
chairman?" 

Answer.  He  did  nothing,  immediately  after  Mr.  Fey- 
ton  rose. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Peyton  was 
called  to  order  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  for 
the  first  remarks  made  by  him  in  reference  to  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, did  he  not  take  his  seat  and  continue  sitting  until 
Mr.  Whitney  rose  and  commenced  speaking? 

Answer.  I  think  not.  I  believe  he  had  been  seated, 
though,  before  Mr.  Whitney  commenced  speaking. 
At  the  time  the  witness  spoke,  I  believe  Mr.  Peyton  was 
standing. 

Second  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Peyton 
rose  the  second  lime,  did  he  advance  across  a  line  drawn 
from  his  chair  towards  the  fireplace,  cutting  bim  olT 
from  R.  M.  Whitney?  Could  you,  at  the  instant  of  time 
when  Mr.  Peyton  put  his  hand  to  bis  bosom,  see  the 
right  band  of  Mr.  Whitney?  If  yes,  was  it  not  thrust 
into  his  pocket,  with  the  left  foot  advanced? 

Answer.  He  did  not.  I  did  not  see  his  hand  to  his 
bosom,  nor  did  I  see  the  right  hand  or  left  foot. 

Third  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  you  occupy  a  po- 
sition which  enabled  you  to  see  the  offensive  look  or  ' 
scowl  of  the  witnesF,  R.  M.  Whitney,  which  be  cast  upon 
Mr.  Peyton,  if  any,  at  the  time  of  handing  his  answer  to 
the  chairman? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  his  fsceat  that  moment. 

Fourth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  not  Mr.  Peyton 
complain  that  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  had  Insulted 
him  by  bis  look  at  the  time? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Fifth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  If  it  had  been  Mr-  Pey- 
ton's intention  to  draw  a  wespon  upon  Mr.  Wbitney» 
had  he  not  ample  time  to  do  so? 

Answer.  He  had. 

Sixth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  What  number  of  inter- 
rogatories were  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  to  the  wit- 
neSD,  R.  M.  Whitney?  How  many  before  and  how  many 
after  the  question  and  answer  which  gave  rise  to  the 
alteration  alluded  to?  Did  you  apprehend  danger  of  in- 
sult or  personal  violence  to  said  witness,,  when  he  reap- 
peared before  said  committee,  on  the  part  of  either  Mr. 
Wise  or  Mr.  Peyton?  State  whether  they,  and  each  of 
them,  did  not  treat  him  with  the  courtesy  due  a  witness, 
as  well  after  ss  before  that  occurrence? 

Answer.  The  journal  of  the  committee  will  show  the 
number  of  questions  propounded  before  and  after.  I 
apprehended  no  danger  to  the  witness  when  he  reap- 
peared. He  was  treated  courteously,  both  before  and 
af^er  that  occurred,  by  all  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Seventh  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Was  there  not  a  rule 
of  the  committee  that  all  questions  should  be  reduced  to 
writing,  and  propounded  through  the  chairman  to  wit- 
ness, if  not  objected  to  by  a  member  of  the  committee; 
and  that  all  answers  of  witness  should  be  returned  in 
writing,  through  the  same  channel?  And  was  it  not  re- 
marked by  Mr.  Peyton,  that  the  witness  must  answer  in 
writing,  and  that  he  should  not  address  the  committee  in 
any  other  way  ? 

Answer.  There  was  such  a  rule;  I  have  given  Mr. 
Peyton's  words  in  my  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory. 

Eighth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Had  or  had  not  said 
witness  refused  to  answer  several  questions  put  to  him 
by  Mr.  Peyton,  before  the  one  above  alluded  to,  char- 
acterizing them  as  inquisitorial*   which  questions  had 
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been  decided  by  the  committee  as  proper  to  be  pro- 
pounded ? 

Answer.  He  had. 

First  question  by  Committee.  Wss  or  was  not  the 
deportment  of  Mr.  Peyton  that  of  a  man  who  did  not  in- 
tend  to  male  an  attack,  but  desired  to  deter  another, 
and  make  him  desist  from  insulting  remark  and  conduct^ 

Answer  to  Mr.  Gaoxsoa's  first  interrogatory  in  be- 
half of  the  committee.  His  deportment  was  angry  and 
violent.  I  cannot  say  what  were  his  motives  or  in- 
tentions. 

Ninth  qoestion  of  Mr.  BELL.  How  far  was  Mr. 
Peyton  sitting  from  the  witness  (Whitney)  at  the  time  of 
the  commencement  of  the  occurrence  to  which  you  have 
alluded?  State,  also,  whether  Mr.  Peyton  was  not  sitting 
nearer  to  the  witness  than  any  other  member  of  the 
committee.  State,  also,  whether  Mr.  Peyton  was  not 
standing  still  at  the  time  he  bad  his  hand  in  his  bosom, 
and  when  Mr.  Wise  approached  him. 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  the  precise  distance  they  were 
apart;  perhapa  five  or  six  feet.  Mr.  Peyton  was  nearer 
than  any^member  except  myself.  I  sat  at  the  end  of  the 
table,  and  was  quite  as  near  the  witness,  I  think,  as  he 
was.  At  the  time  Mr.  Peyton  is  said  to  have  had  his 
band  in  hia  bosom,  I  did  not  see  him  advance  towards 
the  witneas  by  taking  a  step,  though  he  was  not  en- 
tirely still. 

Second  question  by  Committee.  What  was  the  ques- 
tion put  to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  his  answer  thereto,  to 
which  you  refer  in  your  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory! 
and  what  was  the  vote  of  the  committee,  also  referred  to 
by  you  in  your  answer  to  the  same  interrogatory i  and 
will  you  now  set  them  forth,  to  be  received  in  connexion 
with,  and  as  part  of,  your  answer  to  said  interrogatory } 

Answer.  An  extract  from  the  journal  of  the  commit- 
will  show  the  question,  answer,  and  vote. 

Fourth  question  of  the  Counsel.  In  your  answer  to 
the  first  question  of  the  accused,  you  speak  of  Mr. 
Peyton's  complaining  of  Mr.  Whitney's  scowl  or  looks, 
at  the  time.  Do  you  refer  to  any  other  time  or  to  any 
other  complaint  of  Mr.  Peyton,  but  what  had  been 
stated  in  the  former  part  of  your  same  answer,  as  utter- 
ed by  Mr.  Peyton  just  before  the  chairman  directed 
Mr.  Whitney  to  retire,  to  wit:  *<  Mr.  Peyton  resumed 
his  seat,  but  aoon  turning  towards  the  witness,  said,  damn 
liim,  his  eyes  are  on  me;  God  damn  him,  be  Is  looking 
at  me;  damn  him,  he  shanH  look." 

Answer.  I  do  not  refer  to  the  complaint  of  Mr.  Pey- 
ton that  the  witness's  eyes  were  upon  him,  &c.  Be- 
fore the  committee  resumed  the  examination,  Mr.  Pey- 
ton mentioned  that  at  the  time  the  witness  banded  his 
answer  to  the  chairman  he  frowned  or  scowled  upon 
him,  (Mr.  Peyton. )  1  think  his  remarks  upon  this  point 
were  made  at  the  time  he  (Mr.  P.)  was  apologizing  for 
bis  conduct. 

First  question  of  Mr.  OWENS.  Was  the  propriety  or 
pertinency  of  the  answer  of  Mr.  Whitney  to  the  question 
propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  discussed  by  the  committee, 
or  any  member  of  it,  before  or  after  Mr.  Whitney  re- 
turned from  the  room,  or  was  there  any  dissenting  opin- 
ion on  the  subject? 

Answer.  Tbe  propriety  of  the  answer  was  discuss- 
ed in  the  committee  by  myself,  and  opinions  expressed 
in  regard  to  it,  I  think,  by  others.  There  was  no  dis- 
senting opinion,  that  I  heard,  from  the  vote  of  the  com- 
mittee declaring  the  answer  to  be  an  improper  one. 

Tenth  question  of  Mr.  BBLL.  Have  you  read  in  the 
daily  Intelligencer  of  the  7th  instant  the  sUtement  of 
Messrs.  Peyton  and  Wise,  in  reUtion  to  the  occurrence 
in  the  committee  on  the  S5th  of  January  ?  If  yes,  please 
BtBte  whetlier  their  statements  are  substantially  correct; 
if  you  have  not  read  the  statements  in  the  Intelligencer, 
please  read  them,  and  atate  as  before  requested. 


Answer.  I  read  these  statements  some  days  ago.  A 
comparison  of  them  with  the  narrative  which  1  have  just 
given  will  show  how  far  1  think  them  correct.  I  do  not 
know  any  thing  further  I  could  add,  unless  I  should  give 
an  opinion  as  to  their  general  agreement  with  my  own 
statement. 

Eleventh  question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Did  any  member  of 
this  House  complain  to  you  of  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
mittee in  failing  to  report  the  proceedings  in  the  com- 
mittee on  the  25th  of  January  to  the  House?  And,  also, 
whether  any  member  of  this  House  has  avowed  to  you 
that  his  object  In  supporting  the  proposition  to  bring 
Mr.  Whitney  before  the  House  was  to  go  into  tbe  ex- 
amination of  the  conduct  of  Messrs.  Peyton  and  Wise 
upon  the  occasion  referred  to. 

Answer.  Several  members  of  the  committee  have  de- 
clared to  me  that  the  committee  ought  to  have  reported 
the  affair  to  the  House.  I  do  not  recollect  that  any  one 
has  said  that  his  motive  in  voting  for  the  investigation 
was  to  examine  the  conduct  of  Messrs.  Peyton  and  Wise. 
Some  gentlemen  have  expressed  the  opinion  to  me,  that, 
after  all  that  had  been  said  in  relation  to  this  matter,  it 
was  due  to  the  House  and  to  the  country  that  the  facts 
should  be  made  known  as  they  really  transpired. 

First  question  by  Mr.  PEYTON.  Do  you  understand, 
from  your  knowledge  of  tbe  sentiments  of  the  members 
of  this  House,  that  their  chief  object  in  supporting  and 
bringing  Mr.  Whitney  before  the  House,  for  an  alleged 
contempt  of  its  authority,  was  to  lay  the  circumstances  of 
the  occurrence  in  the  committee  room  before  tbe  world) 
and,  from  all  you  know  on  that  subject,  do  you  believe 
that  such  was  the  object  of  any  portion  of  the  members 
of  this  House?  If  yea;  state  all  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances upon  which  that  understanding  and  belief  rests. 

Mr.  McKEON  remarked  that  he  objected  to  tbe  ques- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  it  proposed  to  ask  the  ^ witness 
his  opinions  on  a  certain  subject.  He  made  opposition 
with  clean  hands.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Pxttoh]  might  be  assured  that  he  (Mr.  McK.)  had 
no  wish  to  extend  this  investigation  beyond  tbe  limits 
of  tbe  issue  made  by  the  accused.  He  (Mr.  McK.) 
had  nothing  to  do  with  bringing  the  accused  to  the  bar. 
He  had,  from  the  commencement,  arrayed  himself  against 
the  arrest  of  that  individual.  The  great  mass  of  his  po- 
litical friends  were  to  be  found  in  the  minority  on  that 
question.  If  Mr.  Whitney's  contempt,  however,  was  to 
be  made  tbe  foundation  of  an  examination  into  the  opin- 
ions of  members  of  this  House,  it  would  establish  a  prin- 
ciple opening  new  issues  in  the  present  controversy,  and 
leading  to  interminable  debates  on  questions  which 
would  inevitably  follow  that  now  proposed.  He  wished 
the  matter  brought  to  a  close.  He  appealed  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  ofiered  it  to  consider  the  consequence  of 
making  inquiry  into  the  private,  confidential  conversa- 
tions of  gentlemen  upon  this  floor.  He  appealed  to 
him  whether  it  would  not  be  calculated  to  excite  feel- 
ings any  other  tlian  pleasant  between  those  where  none 
bat  those  of  a  friendly  nature  should  exist.  Whether 
it  would  not  be  converting  this  House  into  an  inquisi- 
torial tribunal,  employing  the  torture  to  extort  opinions 
from  its  victims. 

Mr.  PEYTON  said:  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  McKbon]  objects  to  the  question  propounded  by 
me  to  the  witness,  on  the  ground  of  form,  and  as  calcu- 
lated to  elicit  hearsay  evidence.  I  wish,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  set  the  gentleman  right  in  that  regard.  The 
question  is  intended  to  bring  out  facts  and  circumstances 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  witness.  Facts  and  cir- 
cumstances going  to  establish  what?  Why,  whether 
this  investigation  has  been  entered  into  bonafide^  or 
whether  it  is  not  rather  a  shameless  fraud,  attempted  to 
be  perpetrated  by  the  ostensible  accused,  but  real  pros- 
ecutor, aided  and  abetted  by  me.mbers  of  this  House,  to 
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ney's  general  demeanor  as  a  witness  before  the  commit- 
tee{  was  any  indecorum  or  disrespect  on  his  part  to- 
wards the  committee,  or  any  member  of  it,  observed  or 
complained  of,  or  in  any  manner  censured  by  the  com- 
mittee? 

Answer.  His  conduct  was  respectful,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  this  affair  between  him  and  ^r.  Peyton.  In  that 
case,  the  committee  returned  his  answer  as  disrespect- 
ful. 

Third  question  by  Counsel.  Please  state  whether  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney,  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
unhsppy  scene  in  question,  was  or  was  not  cool,  col- 
lected, and  forbearing;  whether  he  did  or  did  not 
manifest,  by  word,  deed,  or  gesture,  or  by  what  word, 
deed,  or  gesture,  any  disposition  to  assault  Mr.  Peyton. 
Please  describe  such  circumstances  of  his  posture  and 
'  manner  as  may  go  to  show  whether  he  meditated  as- 
sault or  stood  on  the  defensive  merely. 

Answer.  Mr.  Whitney  was  apparently  cool  and  ior- 
bearing.  I  saw  now  no  disposition  manifested,  on  his 
part,  to  become  an  assailant. 

First  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Did 
or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  endeavor  to  prevent  any  collision 
between  Mr.  Peyton  and  R.  M.Whitney,  by  stepping  in 
between  them,  and  laying  his  hands  upon  Mr.  Peyton, 
And  pushing  him  back  from  his  position? 
Answer.  He  did. 

Second  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  privately  request  ^he  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  not  to  rise  until  after  a  sufficient 
time  was  allowed  after  the  examination  of  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney was  closed  to  enable  him  (Whitney)  to  withdraw 
from  the  committee  room,  so  as  to  prevent  the  witness 
and  Mr.  Peyton  being  thrown  together,  without  the 
presence  of  the  committee  to  restrain  them;  and  did  not 
Mr.  Wise,  at  the  time,  declare  that  his  object  was  to 
prevent  collision  between  the  parties? 
Answer.  He  expressed  such  sentiments  to  roe. 
Third  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Did 
Mr.  Wise  do  more  than  denounce  the  insolence  of  R. 
M.  Whitney  to  the  committee;  and,  in  attempting  to 
pacify  Mr.  Peyton,  did  he  do  more  than  say  to  him  that 
R.  M.  Whitney  was  not  worth  his  notice? 

Answer.  He  made  other  remarks,  but  I  do  not  recol- 
lect them. 

Fourth  question  of  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton  treat  R.  M. 
Whitney  with  perfect  respect  in  his  examination  before 
the  committee,  both  before  and  after  the  diflSculty  be- 
tween him  and  Mr.  Peyton  had  occurred;  and  did  not 
his  examination  occupy  much  time;  and  were  not  roost 
of  the  questions  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  after  the 
difficulty  occurred? 

Answer.  They  treated  bim'with  respect  both  before 
and  after.  His  examination  occupied  much  troe;  and  I 
believe  most  of  the  questions  were  asked  afterwards. 
The  journal  will  answer  the  latter  inquiry. 

Fifth  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Had 
you  or  had  you  not  seen  Mr.  W^hitney's  card  in  the 
Globe  of  the  5th  of  January  last?  [This  card  was  given 
in  Mr.  Fairfield's  testimony.]  And  do  you  not  know  or 
believe  that  Mr.  Peyton  had  seen  said  card,  or  was  in- 
formed of  its  contents;  and  did  not  the  answer  to  the 
question  which  preceded  the  difficulty  involve  the  truth 
of  the  charges  which  the  card  of  Mr.  Whitney  pro- 
nounced to  be  false,  and  for  the  uttering  of  which  he 
pronounced  Mr.  Peyton  a  calumniator? 

Answer.  I  had  seen  the  **card,"  and  so  bad  Mr.  Pey- 
ton. He  took  the  Globe  out  of  my  hand  to  read  the 
**card,"  and  conversed  with  mp  about  it  in* (he  commit- 
tee room.  I  understand  the  answer  of  the  witness  as 
referring  to  that  "card,"  or  to  the  charge  discussed  and 
denied  in  that  publication. 


First  question  of  Mr.  INGCUSOLL.  What  langusge 
did  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  before  the  interpo- 
sition of  Mr.  Peyton? 

Answer.  None  that  I  have  heard. 

Second  question  of  Mr.  INGERSOLL.  What  lan- 
guage did  Mr.  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  before 
the  witness  says,  <*  Mr.  Peyton  rose  and  addressed  the 
chairman?" 

Answer.  He  did  nothing,  immediately  after  Mr.  Fey- 
ton  rose. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Peyton  waa 
called  to  order  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  for 
the  first  remarks  made  by  him  in  reference  to  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, did  he  not  take  bis  seat  and  continue  sitting  until 
Mr.  Whitney  rose  and  commenced  speaking? 

Answer.  I  think  not.  I  believe  he  had  been  seated^ 
though,  before  Mr.  Whitney  commenced  speaking. 
At  the  time  the  witness  spoke,  I  believe  Mr.  Peyton  was 
standing. 

Second  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Peyton 
rose  the  second  lime,  did  he  advance  across  a  line  drawn 
from  his  chair  towards  the  fireplace,  cutting  bim  off 
from  R.  M.  Whitney?  Could  you,  at  the  instant  of  time 
when  Mr.  Peyton  put  his  hand  to  his  bosom,  see  the 
right  hand  of  Mr.  Whitney?  If  yes,  was  it  not  thrust 
into  his  pocket,  with  the  left  foot  advanced? 

Answer.  He  did  not.  I  did  not  see  his  hand  to  his 
bosom,  nor  did'  I  see  the  right  hand  or  left  foot. 

Third  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  you  occupy  a  po- 
sition which  enabled  you  to  see  the  oflTensive  look  or  ' 
scowl  of  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  which  he  cast  upon 
Mr.  Peyton,  if  any,  at  the  time  of  handing  his  answer  to 
the  chairman? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  his  face  at  that  moment. 

Fourth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  not  Mr.  Peyton 
complain  that  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  had  Insulted 
him  by  his  look  at  the  lime? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Fifth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  If  it  had  been  Mr.  Pey- 
ton's intention  to  draw  a  weapon  upon  Mr.  Whitney, 
had  he  not  ample  time  to  do  so? 

Answer.  He  had. 

Sixth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  What  number  of  inter- 
rogatories were  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  to  the  wit- 
ness R.  M.  Whitney?  How  many  before  and  how  many 
after  the  question  and  answer  which  gave  rise  to  the 
alteration  alluded  to?  Did  you  apprehend  danger  of  in- 
sult or  personal  violence  to  said  witness^  when  he  reap- 
peared before  said  committee,  on  th^  part  of  either  Mr. 
Wise  or  Mr.  Peyton?  State  whether  they,  and  each  of 
them,  did  not  treat  him  with  the  courtesy  due  a  witness, 
as  well  after  ss  before  that  occurrence? 

Answer.  The  journal  of  the  committee  will  show  the 
number  of  questions  propounded  before  and  after.  I 
apprehended  no  danger  to  the  witness  when  be  reap- 
peared. He  was  treated  courteously,  both  before  and 
after  that  occurred,  by  all  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Seventh  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Was  there  not  a  rule 
of  the  committee  that  all  questions  should  be  reduced  to 
writing,  and  propounded  through  the  chairman  to  wit- 
ness, if  not  objected  to  by  a  member  of  the  committee; 
and  that  all  answers  of  witness  should  be  returned  in 
writing,  through  the  same  channel?  And  was  it  not  re- 
marked by  Mr.  Peyton,  that  the  witness  must  answer  in 
writing,  and  that  he  should  not  address  the  committee  in 
any  other  way  ? 

Answer.  There  was  such  a  rule;  I  have  given  Mr. 
Peyton's  words  in  my  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory. 

Eighth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Had  or  had  not  said 
witness  refused  to  answer  several  questions  put  to  htm 
by>lr.  Peyton,  before  the  one  above  alluded  to,  char- 
acterizing them  as  inquisitorial,   which  questions  had 
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been  decided  by  the  committee  »8  proper  to  be  pro- 
pounded? 

Answer.  He  had. 

First  question  by  Committee.  Was  or  was  not  the 
deportment  of  Mr.  Peyton  that  of  a  man  who  did  not  in- 
tend  to  male  an  attack,  but  desired  to  deter  another, 
and  make  him  desist  from  insulting  remark  and  conduct^ 

Answer  to  Mr.  Gholsor's  first  interrogatory  in  be- 
half of  the  committee.  His  deportment  was  angry  and 
▼iolent.  I  cannot  say  what  were  his  motives  or  in- 
tentions. 

Ninth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  How  far  wa^  Mr. 
Peyton  sitting  from  the  witness  (Whitney)  at  the  time  of 
the  commencement  of  the  occurrence  to  which  you  have 
alluded?  State,  also,  whether  Mr.  Peyton  was  not  sitting 
nearer  to  the  witness  than  any  other  member  of  the 
committee.  State,  also,  whether  Mr.  Peyton  was  not 
standing  still  at  the  time  he  had  his  hand  in  his  bosom, 
and  when  Mr.  Wise  approached  him. 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  the  precise  distance  they  were 
apartf  perhaps  five  or  six  feet.  Mr.  Peyton  was  nearer 
than  any^roember  except  myself.  I  sat  at  the  end  of  the 
table,  and  was  quite  as  near  the  witness,  I  think,  as  he 
was.  At  the  time  Mr.  Peyton  is  said  to  have  had  his 
hand  in  his  bosom,  I  did  not  see  him  advance  towards 
the  witness  by  taking  a  step,  though  he  was  not  en- 
tirely still. 

Second  question  by  Committee.  What  was  the  ques- 
tion put  to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  his  answer  thereto,  to 
which  you  refer  in  your  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory  i 
and  what  was  the  vote  of  the  committee,  also  referred  to 
by  you  in  your  answer  to  the  same  interrogatory;  and 
will  you  now  set  them  forth,  to  be  received  in  connexion 
with,  and  as  part  of,  your  answer  to  said  interrogatory  ? 

Answer.  An  extract  from  the  journal  of  the  commit- 
will  ahow  the  question,  answer,  and  vote. 

Fourth  question  of  the  Counsel.  In  your  answer  to 
the  first  question  of  the  accused,  you  speak  of  Mr. 
Peyton's  complaining  of  Mr.  Whitney's  scowl  or  looks, 
at  the  time.  Do  you  refer  to  any  other  time  or  to  any 
other  complaint  of  Mr.  Peyton,  but  what  had  been 
stated  in  the  former  part  of  your  same  answer,  as  utter- 
ed by  Mr.  Peyton  just  before  the  chairman  directed 
Mr.  Whitney  to  retire,  to  wit:  *<  Mr.  Peyton  resumed 
his  seat,  but  soon  turning  towards  the  witness,  said,  damn 
him,  his  eyes  are  on  me;  God  damn  him,  he  Is  looking 
at  me;  damn  him,  he  shanU  look." 

Answer.  I  do  not  reCer  to  the  complaint  of  Mr.  Pey- 
ton that  the  wftness's  eyes  were  upon  him,  &c.  Be- 
fore the  committee  resumed  the  examination,  Mr.  Pey- 
ton mentioned  that  at  the  time  the  witness  handed  his 
answer  to  the  chairman  he  frowned  or  scowled  upon 
him,  (Mr.  Peyton.)  I  think  bis  remarks  upon  this  point 
were  made  at  the  time  he  (Mr.  P.)  was  apologizing  for 
his  conduct. 

First  question  of  Mr.  OWENS.  Was  the  propriety  or 
pertinency  of  the  answer  of  Mr.  Whitney  to  the  question 
propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  discussed  by  the  committee, 
or  any  member  of  it,  before  or  after  Mr.  Whitney  re- 
turned from  the  room,  or  was  there  any  dissenting  opin- 
ion on  the  subject? 

Answer.  The  propriety  of  the  answer  was  discuss- 
ed in  the  committee  by  myself,  and  opinions  expressed 
in  regard  to  it,  1  think,  by  others.  There  was  no  dis- 
senting opinion,  that  I  heard,  from  the  vote  of  the  com- 
mittee declaring  the  answer  to  be  an  improper  one. 

Tenth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Have  you  read  in  the 
daily  Intelligencer  of  the  7th  Instant  the  statement  of 
Messrs.  Peyton  and  Wise,  in  relation  to  the  occurrence 
in  the  committee  on  the  S5th  of  January  ?  If'  yes,  please 
sUte  whether  their  statements  are  substantially  correct; 
if  you  have  not  read  the  statements  in  the  Intelligencer, 
please  read  them,  and  state  as  before  requested. 


Answer.  I  read  these  statements  some  days  sgo.  A 
comparison  of  them  with  the  narrative  which  1  have  just 
given  will  show  how  far  i  think  them  correct.  I  do  not 
know  any  thing  further  I  could  add,  unless  1  should  give 
an  opinion  as  to  their  general  agreement  with  my  own 
statement. 

Eleventh  question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Did  any  member  of 
this  House  complain  to  you  of  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
mittee in  failing  to  report  the  proceedings  in  the  com- 
mittee on  the  25th  of  January  to  the  House?  And,  also, 
whether  any  member  of  this  House  has  avowed  to  you 
that  his  object  in  supporting  the  proposition  to  bring 
Mr.  Whitney  before  the  House  was  to  f;o  into  the  ex- 
amination of  the  conduct  of  Messrs.  Peyton  and  Wise 
upon  the  occasion  referred  to. 

Answer.  Several  members  of  the  committee  have  de- 
clsred  to  me  that  the  committee  ought  to  have  reported 
the  affair  to  the  House.  I  do  not  recollect  that  any  one 
has  said  that  his  motive  in  voting  for  the  investigation 
was  to  examine  the  conduct  of  Messrs.  Peyton  and  Wise. 
Some  gentlemen  have  expressed  theopiniontome,  that, 
after  all  that  had  been  said  in  relation  to  this  matter,  it 
was  due  to  the  House  and  to  the  country  that  the  facts 
should  be  made  known  as  they  really  transpired. 

First  question  by  Mr.  PEYTON.  Do  you  understand, 
from  your  knowledge  of  the  sentiments  of  the  members 
of  this  House,  that  their  chief  object  in  supporting  and 
bringing  Mr.  Whitney  before  the  House,  for  an  alleged 
contempt  of  its  authority,  was  to  lay  the  circumstances  of 
the  occurrence  in  the  committee  room  before  the  world; 
and,  from  all  you  know  on  that  subject,  do  you  believe 
that  such  was  the  object  of  any  portion  of  the  members 
of  this  House?  If  yea;  state  all  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances upon  which  that  understanding  and  belief  rests. 

Mr.  McKEON  remarked  that  he  objected  to  the  ques- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  it  proposed  to  ask  the 'witness 
his  opinions  on  a  certain  subject.  He  made  opposition 
with  clean  hands.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
PxTTov]  might  be  assured  thut  he  (Mr.  McK.)  had 
no  wish  to  extend  this  investigation  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  issue  made  by  the  accused.  He  (Mr.  McK.) 
had  nothing  to  do  with  bringing  the  accused  to  the  bar. 
He  had,  from  the  commencement,  arrayed  himself  against 
the  arrest  of  that  individual.  The  great  mass  of  his  po- 
litical friends  were  to  be  found  in  the  minority  on  tha( 
question.  If  Mr.  Whitney's  contempt,  however,  was  to 
be  made  the  foundation  of  an  examination  into  the  opin- 
ions of  members  of  this  House,  it  would  esublish  a  prin- 
ciple opening  new  iasues  in  the  present  controversy,  and 
leading  to  interminable  debates  on  questions  which 
would  inevitably  follow  that  now  proposed.  He  wished 
the  matter  brought  to  a  close.  He  appealed  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  ofiered  it  to  consider  the  consequence  of 
making  inquiry  into  the  private,  confidential  conversa- 
tions of  gentlemen  upon  this  floor.  He  appealed  to 
him  whether  it  would  not  be  calculated  to  excite  feel- 
ings any  other  than  pleasant  between  those  where  none 
but  those  of  a  friendly  nature  should  exist.  Whether 
it  would  not  be  converting  this  House  into  an  inquisi- 
torial tribunal,  employing  the  torture  to  extort  opinions 
from  its  victims. 

Mr.  PEYTON  said:  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  McKkoh]  objects  to  the  question  propounded  by 
me  to  the  witness,  on  the  ground  of  form,  and  as  calcu- 
lated to  elicit  hearsay  evidence.  I  wish,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  set  the  gentleman  right  in  that  regard.  The 
question  is  intended  to  bring  out  facts  and  circumstances 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  witness.  Facts  and  cir- 
cumstances going  to  establish  what?  Why,  whether 
this  investigation  has  been  entered  into  honafidt^  or 
whether  it  is  not  rather  a  sliameless  fraud,  attempted  to 
be  perpetrated  by  the  ostensible  accused,  but  real  pros- 
ecutor, aided  and  abetted  by  members  of  this  House,  to 
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affect  the  reput«tion  of  my  friend  from  Virginia  and  my- 
self. That,  sir,  is  the  seope  and  meaning  of  the  ques- 
tion. And  here  I  take  occasion  to  say,  in  justice  to  my 
own  feelings,  no  lest  than  to  those  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman to  whom  it  is  propounded,  that  1  know  him  to  be 
utterly  incapable  of  having  any  thing  to  do  with  this 
transaction;  nor  do  I  know  whether  he  is  in  possession 
of  any  facts  or  circumstancea  which  1  could  almost -say 
1  know  to  exist,  tending  to  prove  a  combination  between 
certain  members  of  this  body,  acting  in  concert  with 
others  out  of  it,  to  put  my  friend  and  myself  on  trial,  in- 
stead of  the  accused,  as  he  is  technically  called.  Sir,  I 
wish  that  I  could  point  them  out,  but  1  cannot;  and  that 
is  the  reason  why  f  seek  evidence  to  establish  the  fact 
of  a  conspiracy,  so  unjust  in  its  objects,  so  insidious  In 
its  meana  to  attain  them,  and  so  disgraceful  to  the  par- 
ties concerned. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  it  was  not  in  order  to  indulge  in 
reflectiona  upon  members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  YELL  said  he  would  thank  the  gentleman  to 
name  the  members. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  united  in  that  wish. 

Mr.  PEYTON  resumed,  f  unite  with  both  these 
gentlemen,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  wish  which  Ihey  have 
expressed.  1,  too,  want  names,  and  I  mean  to  have 
them,  if  it  be  possible.  Gentlemen  have  heretofore 
clamored  for  proof,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  they 
shall  have  it.  The  gentleman  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Yill] 
need  not  have  assumed  a  sensitiveness,  for  which  I  am 
sure  there  is  no  occasion,  and  call  on  me  for  names, 
which  he  mast  have  known,  for  I  had  just  said,  that  1 
could  not  give. 

But  gentlemen  need*  not  expect  to  get  off  so  soon  and 
80  easily  as  they  have  probably  hoped;  for  if  this  House, 
or  rather  the  majority  of  it,  do  not  shrink  and  back  out 
from  the  position  which  they  have  taken,  (and  f  do  trust 
that  they  will  not— I  dare  them  to  stand  up  to  it,)  we 
will,  I  doubt  not,  have  names,  and  facts  too,  amply  sufH- 
cient  to  bear  me  out  in  what  I  have  said.  If  there  be 
witnesses  to  prove  that  secret  conclaves  have  been  held 
with  the  accused,  and  that  this  '*  unfortunate  affair,"  as 
it  has  been  pathetically  called',  hss  been  thrust  into  this 
halt,  not  for  the  purpose  of  aflTecting  him,  but  of  putting 
two  members  of  this  House  upon  their  trial- 
Mr.  CUSHMAN  called  the  gentleman  to  order. 
'  The  CHAIR.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  is  re- 
minded that  be  must  not  reflect  upon  the  members  of 
this  House,  or  any  individual  member  of  it. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  I  did  not  allude  to  any  individual 
member,  for  I  have  repeatedly  said  that  it  was  out  of  my 
power  to  do  so. 

The  CHAIR  again  reminded  the  gentleman  that  be 
must  not  reflect  upon  the  House  as  a  body,  or  upon  any 
of  its  members. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  Why,  sir,  it  is  all  conjecture  on  my 
part,  though  there  are  circumstances  strong  enough 
to  produce  conviction  on  my  mind,  that  the  conduct  in 
this  matter,  I  will  not  say  of  whom,  but  of  gentlemen.  Is 
in  an  attitude  as  suspicious  as  the  most  damning  proof 
could  place  it.    This  is  my  conviction.     But  I  want  the 

Kroof  to  satisfy  others.  I  propose  and  expect— indeed, 
sve  no  doubt  of  being  able— to  prove  by  witnesses,  if 
we  can  be  permitted  to  examine  them,  that  there  was 
an  understanding — whether  proper  or  improper  I  will 
not  say— between  the  said  R.  M.  Whitney  and  divers 
honorable  members x>f  this  House. 

Mr.  YELL  bep^ged  leave  just  to  ask  the  gentleman— 

The  CHAIR,  interposing,  said  that  it  wss  out  of  order 
for  any  other  member  to  address  the  Honte. 

Mr.  PEYTON.     I  give  way,  sir,  with  great  pleasure. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  it  could  only  be  done  by  general 
consent. 

No  member  objecting, 


Mr.  YELL  would  then  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee whether,  in  any  part  of  this  transaction,  from 
beginning  to  end,  he  intended  to  allude  to  him^  (Mr.  Y.,) 
either  in  the  vote  which  he  had  given  to  bring  the  ac- 
cused to  the  bar,  or  for  any  other  part  he  had  taken  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  I  will  do  the  gentleman  the  justice 
to  say  that  I  never  thought  of  him  at  all;  and' if  he  had 
not  interrupted  me  by  hia  frequent  calls  for  information, 
I  should  not  have  recollected  that  he  was  in  the  House. 

Mr.  YELL  was  glad  that  the  gentleman  had  informed 
the  House  that  no  intimacy  existed  between  them. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  I  expect  to  prove,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  this  whole  proceeding  is  a  contrivance  to  give 
Whitney  the  eclat  and  triumph  of  bringing  my  friend 
and  myself  to  the  bar  of  this  House,  for  the  purpose  4>f 
holding  us  up,  so  far  as  that  object  could  be  effected,  to 
the  indignation  of  this  House  and  of  the  country.  Sir, 
there  never  has  been  any  design,  other  than  this,  m  get- 
ting up  and  carrying  out  this  prosecution;  and  all  those 
patriotic  appeals,  those  beautiful  apostrophes  to  liberty, 
those  moving  pictures  of  a  citizen  in  tincuHt,  or  in  the 
shambles,  which,  for  several  days  past,  have  been  ad- 
dressed to  our  sympathies,  do  not  In  fact  apply  to  the 
accused,  as  he  is  called,  but,  if  to  any  one,  are  applicable 
to  my  friend  from  Virginia  and  myself.  Possibly  I  may 
not  be  able  to  prove  this;  but  I  want,  at  least,  the  op- 
portunity to  try.  And  it  is  my  purpose,  if  permitted  by 
the  House,  to  examine  every  gentleman  whom  I  may  be- 
Keve  to  possess  any  information  in  relation  to  it.  If  I 
fail,  then,  in  establishing  the  fiicts,  it  will  be  in  conse- 
quence of  a  want  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  wit- 
nesses. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  there  can  be  no 
question  now  in  regard  to  the  real  object  of  this  investi- 
gation; that  it  is  intended  to  affect  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia and  myself.  And  how  does  it  happen  that  we  are 
thus  arraigned  before  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  before  the  American  people,  for  a  contempt  of  It 
M.Whitney?  By  what  indirection  has  it  been  made  to 
take  this  direction.^  This  is  what  I  desire  to  know,  air. 
And,  if  the  House  permit  me,  I  will  adduce  evidence  so 
irresistible  that  gentlemen  who  now  hold  their  heada 
high  will  be  made  to  ahrink  and  cower  before  the  pub- 
lic indignation.  Sir,  shall  I  not  t>e  permitted  to  do  this? 
If  attacks  be  made  upon  honest  men,  in  or  out  of  this 
House,  are  they  to  be  denied  the  poor  privilege  of  de- 
monstrating their  falsehood? 

Will  those  gentlemen  who  seem  to  take  so  deep  and 
sensitive  an  interest  in  the  feelings  and  character  and 
honor — yes,  sir,  the  honor— of  their  friend,  deny  vn  this 
privilege?  Will  they,  can  they,  withhold  it  from  us, 
honorably  and  compatibly  with  their  sense  of  justice  as 
men  and  as  members?  No,  sir;  they  will  not,  cannot. 
My  purpose  is  to  hold  them  up  to  the  issue  which  them- 
selves have  made.  I  am  ready  to  go  on,  and  go  through 
with  my  trial— to  submit  to  any  ondeal  of  investigation, 
however  searching,  which  may  be  forced  upon  me.  But 
I  want  justice  dealt  out  with  'an  even  hand.  We  who 
are  on  trial  cannot  be  supposed  to  know  all  the  black 
and  disgraceful  circumstances  which  belong  to  this  trans- 
action; but  we  wish  to  prove  them  by  witnesses,  and  we 
will  prove  them,  if  possible,  be  the  consequences  what 
they  may. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  I  repeat  that  I  make  no  accusations 
against  individuals,  becsti^e  I  am  in  possession  of  no  fact 
implicating  individuals  by  name.  If  I  were,  I  would 
make  it  known.  But  I  reiterate,  again  and  sgain,  my 
call  for  the  proof;  and  if  it  be  such  as  I  believe  it  will  be- 
nay,  almost  know  it  must  be — ^then  let  gentlemen,  if  they 
can,  draw  the  distinction  between  themselves  and  their 
friend,  R.  M.  Whitney. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned. 
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Fbibat»  Fkbritart  17. 
CASE  OF  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

After  trtnsBcting^  some  morning  business, 
^   The  House  resumed  the  examination  of  witnesses  in 
the  case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  for  an  alleged  contempt  of 
the  House  in  not  appearing  before  a  select  committee  of 
the  House,  of  which  H.  A.  Wisb  is  chairman. 

Tfie  following  interrogatory  to  Mr.  Havbb  was  pend- 
ing when  the  House  hst  adjourned;  Mr.  McKboit  had 
objected  to  it,  and  briefly  stated  the  grounds  of  bis  ob- 
jection;  and  Mr.  Pbtton  had  replied  at  some  length. 

First  question  by  Mr.  Pbttoit.  Do  you  understand, 
from  your  knowledge  of  the  sentiments  of  the  members 
of  this  House,  that  their  chief  object  in  supporting  and 
bringing  Mr.  Whitney  before  the  House,  for  an  alteged 
contempt  of  Its  authority,  was  to  lay  the  circumstances 
of  the  occurrence  in  the  committee  room  before  the 
world;  and»  from  all  you  know  on  that  subject,  do  you 
believe  that  such  was  the  object  of  any  portion  of  the 
members  of  this  House?  If  yea,  state  all  the  facts  and 
circumstances  upon  which  that  understanding  and  belief 
rests. 

Mr..  PEYTON  now  withdrew  this  interrogatory,  and 
substituted  the  following  in  its  place: 

First  question  by  Mr.  PEYTON.  Have  you  heard  any 
member  of  this  House  declare  that  any  proceeding 
should  be  adopted  or  prosecuted  to  bring  the  occurren- 
ces In  the  committee,  on  \he  25th  of  January,  to  the 
notice  of  the  House?  And  if  yes,  state  whether  you 
have  heard  such  an  opinion  Expressed  1^  many  of  the 
members  of  the  House;  and,  also,  whether  any  of  them 
suggested  that  proceedings  against  R.  M.  Whitney,  for 
B  contempt,  woukl  be  a  proper  mode  of  effecting  that 
object. 

Mr.  TURR1LL  said  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  ob- 
jectmg  to  this  interrogatory,  as  he  considered  it  a  very 
improper  inquiry  to  make. 

Mr.  PEYTON  rose  to  a  question  of  order;  He  desired 
to  know  whether  it  was  in  order  to  object  to  an  inter- 
rogatory after  the  witness  had  returned  his  answer. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  in  order  to  object  at  any  time 
before  the  answer  was  received  and  recorded. 

Mr.  TURRILL  said  he  was  not  now  prepared  to  dis- 
cuss this  question;  and  if  he  was  prepared  to  argue  the 
point,  be  should  consider  it  would  be  trespassing  upon 
the  patience  of  the  House  to  adduce  a  single  argument 
to  show  that  a  question  making  an  inquiry  into  the  views 
snd  intentions  of  members  of  that  House  was  not  a 
proper  one  to  be  put  to  the  witness.  Every  gentleman 
must  see  what  such  questions  as  this  must  lead  to.  It 
W|M  too  plain  a  proposition  to  need  any  argument  to  make 
a  large  majority  of  the  members  of  that  House  vote 
against  it. 

Mr,  PEYTON  said  he  had  not  heard  the  objections 
made  to  this  interrogatory  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Tvbbill.]  He  considered  the  interrogatory 
a  proper  one,  as  tbe  object  of  it  was  to  ascertain  whether 
this  investigation  was  brought  before  the  House  because 
the  witness  was  alarmed,  and  whether,  from  fear  and 
alarm,  he  dare  not  make  his  appearance  before  the 
committee;  or  whether  this  investigation,  so  far  as  the 
witness  was  concerned,  had  been  got  up  with  a  view  to 
harass  members  of  that  House;  and  whether  such  a 
course  had  not  been  taken  by  the  witness  in  concert 
with,  and  aided  and  abetted  by,  members  of  that  House. 
Now,  if  they. establish  the  fact  that  the  witness  was  not 
afraid,  and  that  that  was  not  his  motive  in  coming  before 
the  House,  but  that  his  object  was  a  ^er^f  different  one, 
and  that  he  and  all  concerned  had  only  got  up  this  farce 
for  the  purpose  of  operating  on  certain  members  of  that 
House,  he  asked  if  it  would  not  add  to  the  contempt  of 
this  witness.   He  considered  it  a  proposition  too  plain  to 


be  argued;  and  as  he  had  given  bisview&on  this  subject 
last  evening,  be  did  not  desire  to  repeat  them. 

Mr.  BOND  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  89,  nays  84«  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  Ash,  Ashley, 
Bailey,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bond,  Bouldin,  Bunch, 
John  Gslhoen,  Willism  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter, 
George  Charobers,  John  Chambers,  Chetwood,  Cbilds, 
Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Corwtn,  Craig,  Crane,  Cushtng, 
Darlington,  Dawson,  Debeiry,  Dunlap,  Forester,  Gran 
ger,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  'Hsrd, 
Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Albert  O.  Harrison* 
Haynes,  Uazehine,  Henderson,  Herod,  Howell,  Hunt, 
Huntsman,  Ingersol),  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer,  . 
John  W.  Jones,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Lyon, 
Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McCobms,  McKennan,  Mercer, 
MilKgan,  Montgomery,  Morris,  Pearson,  Pettigrew, 
Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Robertson,  Rogers, 
Russel),  William  B.  Shepaid,  Augustine  H.  Sbepperd, 
Shields,  81o*ne,  Spangler,  Staadefer,  Steele,  Storer,  ^ 
Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Turner,  Underwood,  ^ 
Vinton,  White,  Lewis  WUUams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Yell, 
Young-^9. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Barton,  Beale,  Black,  Bockee, 
Boon,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  Burns, 
Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Cbaney,  Chapin,  John  F.  H. 
Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Cramer,  Crary, 
Cushman,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Efner,  Farlin, 
French,  Fry,  Galbraith,  Gholson,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall, 
Hawkins,  Hoar,,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Hunt- 
ington, Ingham,  Joseph  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Ken^ 
non,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing, .  Gideon 
Lee,  Joshua  L*e,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyal  I, 
Abijih*  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Willian  Mason,  Moses  Mason, 
May,  McKeon,  McKin,  McLene,  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Page,  Parker,  Patterson,  Phelps,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph 
Reynolds,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sprague,  Sutherland,  Tay- 
lor, John  Thomson,  Touoey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Web- 
ster, Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whittle8ey*-84. 

,  So  the  House  determined  tbe  interrogatory  should  be 
put. 

Mr.  HAMER  then  sent  to  the  Chair  the  following: 

Answer.  I  have  heard  some  nnembers  say  that  the  pro- 
ceedings alluded  to  ought  to  be  brought  before  the 
House;  that  opinion  has  not  been  expressed  to  me  by 
many  members.  I  have  not  heard  any  one  say,  so  far  as 
I  now  recollect,  that  proceedings  against  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney, for  a  contempt,  would  be  a  proper  mode  of  effecting 
that  object. 

-First  interrogatory  by  Mr.  WISE.  From  tbe  facts 
within  your  knowledge,  or  from  remarks  made  to  you, 
or  in  your  presence,  by  diembers  of  this  House,  or  by 
R.  M.  Whitney,  have  you  a  doubt  of  the  fact  that  this 
investigation  was  snd  is  intended,  by  said  members  and 
said  Whitney,  to  affect  Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton?  State  ^ 
all  the  facts  and  circumstances,  ihe  conversations  and 
meetings,  tbe  remarka  of  members,  or  of  ssid  Whitney, 
which  go  to  show  that  ^ch  is  the  object  of  those  con- 
cerned in  the  same. 

Mr.  BOON  said  he  objected  to  this  interrogatory,  and 
said  he  w^nild  slate  his  reasons  in  a  single  sentence.  Mr. 
Whitney  was  not  brought  before  that  House  by  tbe 
friends  of  the  administration,  but  he  was  brought  there 
by  tbe  action  of  the  ehalrman  of  the  select  committee 
[Mr.  Wiss]  himself. 

Mr.  WISE  said  be  had  the  same  reason  for  putting 
this  inquiry  that  bis  fKend  from  Tennessee  bad;  for  he 
felt,  equally  with  that  gentleman,  that  he  was  there  on 
his  trial.  Yes,  sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  it  is  I  who  am  on 
trial,  and  not  Reuben  M,  Whitne^;  and  I  cannot  ask 
you,  or  this  House,  to  excuse  me  from  voting  upon  any 
question.  And  for  that  very  reason,  that  the  Issue  is 
made,  as  I  understand  it,  by  this  House,  whether  I  am 
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8o  much  of  an  umssin  ihtt  a  peaceful  man  dare  not  come 
into  a  committee  room  where  I  am.  Sir,  I  have  not  a 
doubt  of  the  contriyance,  no  more  than  my  friend  has, 
to  make  this  isaue  before  the  country.  Sir,  I  propose 
this  as  an  inducing^  inquiry,  first  as  to  the  members  of 
this  House;  and  I  intend,  by  subsequent  questions,  to 
go  further.  I  wish  to  know,  sir,  if  there  are  not  other 
officers  of  this  Government  who  have  issued  the  order 
that  the  power  of  this  House,  and  the  executive  power 
of  the  country,  are  both  to  be  brought  to  bear  upon  two 
bumble  and  inexperienced  members  of  the  House  of  the 
representative  body.  Sir,  I  have  felt  it.  I  have  felt 
that  I  was  to  be  killed  off  before  the  country,  for  being 
what  has  been  designated  <*a  troublesome  fellow."  And 
these,  yes,  these  very  parties,  who  are  now  defending 
Whitney  with  such  strict  adherence  to  every  principle 
of  justice,  that  while  he  is  arraigned  and  informed  of  the 
nature  of  the  accusation  against  him,  and  has  the  privi- 
lege of  examining  witnesses,  these  very  parties,  I  say, 
have  violated  every  principle  of  justice  towards  lis  they 
have  contended  for  in  regard  to  this  individual,  by  try- 
ing me  without  accusation,  without  a  definite  charge, 
without  notice  of  trial,  without  arraigning,  or  without 
my  being  asked  whether  I  am  guilty  or  not  guilty.  Sir, 
this  is  of  the  very  essence  of  the  transaction  {  and  I  must 
confess,  and  I  do  it  boldly,  that,  at  the  same  time  gen- 
tlemen thus  attempt  and  desire  to  try  me  indirectly, 
they  shall  submit  to  the  same  ordeal  themselves  of  being 
tried  indirectly.  Is  it  true  that  the  great  champions  of 
Justice  in  this  House  are  about  to  try  a  man  without  ac- 
cusation or  notice  of  it;  without  the  power  of  summoning 
his  witnesses  and  confronting  his  accuser?  Is  it  possible 
that  those  who  are  being  tried  are  to  be  denied  the 
rights  of  the  veriest  criminal?  Shall  not  I  and  my  friend 
be  permitted  to  stand  upon  an  equal  footing  of  justice? 
Sir,  I  wish  to  know  who  are  my  accusers.  I  wish  it  for 
various  reasons  that  are  unnecessary  now  to  be  named. 
For  one  thing,  in  particular,  I  want  to  know  it.  I  want 
to  know  if  there  are  among  the  representatives  of  the 
-people  those  who  have  become  such  abject,  superser- 
,  viceable  slaves  as  to  obey  the  mandate  of  the  President. 
I  want  to  know,  too,  who  are  the  brave  champions  of 
-  justice  here,  who  make  accusations,  and  urge  them  on 
in  this  indirect  manner,  and  to  see  if  they  will  take  upon 
themselves  the  high  honor  of  standing  forth  openly  as 
accusers.  This,  sir,  is  my  object.  I  say  then,  in  con- 
clusion, csrry  it  out.  Let  us  tny  all.  Yes,  if  any  are  to 
be  tried,  let  us  try  all  who  are  or  may  be  guilty,  and  as- 
certain their  guilt  according  to  its  extent  and  magnitude. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  rose  and  commenced  saying;  Mr. 
Speaker,  it  is  evident  to  my  mind — when  he  was  inter- 
rupted by  loud  cries  of  "  order!"  and  the  Chair  intima- 
ted to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that,  under  the 
order  adopted  by  the  House,  only  two  speeches  could 
be  heard  on  each  interrogatory. 

Mr.  TURRILL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  73,  nays  99,  as  follows: 

Yk48 — Messrs.  Alford,  C.  Allan,  Ashley,  Barley,  Bell, 
Bond,  Bouldin,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B. 
Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  J.  Chambers,  N.  H.  Clai* 
borne.  Crane,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Deberry, 
Denny,  Dunlap,  Evans,'  Gbolson,  Glascock,  Graham, 
Granger,  Graves,  Grifiin,  Hard,  Harper,  S.  S.  Harrison, 
A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Haaeltine,  Hender- 
son, Howell,  Huntsman,  Janes,  Jenifer,  Lawler,  Law- 
rence, L.  Lea,  Love,  Lyon,  Maury,  McKennan,  Milli- 
gan,  Montgomery,  Morris,  Pettigrew,  Phillips,  Pickens, 
Reed,  Richardson,  Rogers,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  Shields,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Sto- 
rer,  Taliaferro,  Underwood,  Washington,  White,  L. 
Williams,  S.  Williams,  Yell,  Young— 73. 

Nats— Messrs.  H.  Allen,  Anthony,  Ash,  Beale,  Bean, 
Beaumont,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd, 


Briggs,  Brown,  Burns,  Oambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  O. 
Chambers,  Chapman,  Cbspin,  Chetwood,  Cleveland, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craiet  Cramer,  Crary,  Cushman,  Double- 
day,  Drorogoole,  Etner,  Farlin,  French,  Fry,  Galbraith, 
Grantland,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Hoar,  Holt,  Hopkins,  How- 
ard, Hubley,  Huntington,  Ingham,  J.  Johnson,  J.  W. 
Jones,  B.  Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klingensmitb,  Lane, 
Lansing,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan, 
Loyall,  A.  Mann,  J.  Mann,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  S. 
Mason,  May,  MoKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Page,.  Parker,  Patterson,  Pearson,  Phelps, 
Potts,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Robertson, 
Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Sprague,  Suther- 
land, Taylor,  J.  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Yanderpoel, 
Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks, 
T.  T.  Whittlesey— 99. 

So  the  House  determined  the  interrogatory  should  not 
be  put. 

Second  interrogatory  by  Mr.  WISE.  Do  you  know, 
of  your  own  knowledge,  or  from  information  derived 
from  the  President  hinoself,  or  any  member  or  members 
with  whom  he  may  have  consulted  or  advised,  or  to 
whom  he  may  have  suggested  an  opinion,  as  to  the  pro- 
ceedings upon  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  wheth- 
er he  (the  President  of  the  United  States)  has  not  ad- 
vised and  recommended  to  members  the  course  which  baa 
been  pursued  by  the  House  in  this  matter  of  alleged  con- 
tempt; and  whether  he  did  or  did  not,  directly  or  indi- 
reclly,  assign  as  a  reason  for  that  course,  that  it  would 
try  the  conduct  of  Messrs.  Peyton  and  Wise  in  the  com- 
mittee of  which  Mr.  Garland  is  chairman,  urging  that  it 
was  necessary  to  condemn  that  conduct. 

Mr.  YANDERPOEL  objected  to  this  interrogatory, 
and  briefly  gave  bis  grounds.  He  did  not  know  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  was  then  on  trial 
there,  but  belii^red  the  only  person  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  waa  Mr.  Whitney.  Indeed,  Mr.  V.  doubted  very 
much  whether,  if  they  were  to  go  into  any  conversations 
of  the  President,  they  would  throw  any  light  upon  the 
main  point  in  this  case;  which  was,  what  were  the  mer- 
its or  demerits  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  and  whether  he 
is  actually  in  contempt  or  not  towards  the  House.  If, 
however,  the  gentleman  who  propounded  that  question 
could  satisfy  Mr.  V.  that  the  answer  to  it  would  proba- 
bly throw  any  1  ght  upon  the  point  at  issue,  he  might 
then  be  prevailed  upon  to  withdraw  his  objection;  but, 
unless  the  gentleman  succeeded  in  doing  that,  Mr.  V. 
must  respectfully  adhere  to  it. 

Mr.  WISE,  in  reply,  said  he  knew,  as  well  as  the  gen- 
tleman, that  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  not 
at  the  bar  of  this  House;  nor  am  I,  sir,  at  the  bar  of  this 
House.  But  yet,  sir,  I  am,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
as  much  under  trial  as  (and  for  a  much  more  heinoua  of- 
fence, too,  than)  the  accuaed,  as  he  is  called,  who  sits  at 
the  bar  of  the  House.  He  is  to  be  tried  for  a  mere  pet- 
ty misdemeanor.  I  am  to  be  tried,  as  I  understand,  for 
the  motives  of  an  assassin. 

Mr.  Speaker,  lam,  sir,. under  trial  now  befpre  this 
House  and  before  the  country.  I  know  it,  I  feel  it;  and 
all  I  ask  of  gentlemen  is,  to  let  me  know  who  is  my  ac- 
cuser. Where  is  he?  High  or  low,  base  or  honored,  a 
mere  tool  and  minion  of  power,  or  a  tyrant  himself,  I 
call  for  him;  I  call  for  my  accuser.  In  a  land  of  civil 
liberty,  to  those  who  preach  this  very  doctrine,  that  an 
accused  shall  have  an  accuser,  and  an  accusation,  and  a 
witness  to  confront  him,  I  appeal  for  the  production  of 
my  accuser.  Where  is  he?  Gentlemen  tell  me.  Ah! 
the  President  is  not  on  his  trial.  All  I  ask  of  gentlemen 
is,  that  they  let  me  know,  not  whether  the  Preaident^ 
be  on  his  trial,  but  whether  he  has  put  me  upon  my  trial.' 
Whether  he  has  called  some  young  and  gallant  gentle- 
man of  this  House  to  his  aid,  and  shed  tears  to  him,  and 
said  he  had  not  a  friend  to  protect  his  reputation  or  iiis 
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gray  bain.  That  there  are  two  bulliea  in  this  Houae,  who 
are  continually  trampling  ^upon  hia  reputation,  and  de- 
DOUDcing  bis  administration,  and  that 

"  There  are  none  so  poor  as  do  him  reTerance." 
He  once  had  friends (  but  now— now  be  is  about  re- 
tiring from  oiBce— it  is  necessary  to  kill  off  theae  two 
men;'yesb  Mr.  Speaker,  '*  kill  off''  is  the  word. 

And  how  is  this  to  be  done?  Why,  they  are  to  be  in- 
directly tried  as  asaassins,  and  indirectly  condemned  as 
assassins  by  the  verdict  of  this  House. 

Sir,  I  cannot  speak  as  I  feel  I  have  a  right  to  apeak 
to  this  House  as  a  jury  trying  me,  but  I  want  to  know 
snd  find  out  bow  many  base-born  tools  of  a  tyrant  will 
do  his  bidding  and  obey  hia  mandates.  Sir,  have  I  not 
a  right  to  apeak  thua?  Have  I  not  a  right  to  make  this 
demand?  Is  tyranny  thus  to  be  wielded?  Are  the  wil* 
ling  slavea  to  such  tyranny  to  aet  at  defiance  an  inquiring 
committee  of  this  House?  Have  we  arrived  at  this  stage 
of  worae,  than  Turkish  despotism?  Sir,  I  submit  it  to 
this  House,  to  its  sense  of  juatice,  and  I  appeal  to  every 
sentiment  of  love  for  freedom  and  right,  to  award  me 
what  I  aak.  The  people  of  this  country  know  not  the 
mammoth  power  at  work  against  their  liberties!  how  se- 
cret and  insidious,  and  sometimes  bold  and  open,  is  the 
tyrannical  power  which  is  now  sapping  the  very  first 
principleeof  free  government.  If,  however,  lean  mere- 
ly put  the  public  mind  upon  inquiry,  upon  seareh,  upon 
investigation,  I  shall  be  content.  I  shall  have  done  a 
patriot'a  work,  and  shall  meet  a  patriot's  reward— not 
office,  sir,  not  loaves  and  fishes,  not  the  spoils  of  your 
Treasury,  but  the  apontaneous  approval  of  a  free  peo- 
ple. Mr.  Speaker,  before  this  transaction  is  ended,  I 
expect  it  will  be  your  painful  duty  to  reprimand  the 
humble  individual  now  addressing  you,  to  send  me  back 
to  my  constituents  with  a  reprimand;  but  I  can  say  for 
them  that  they  will  send  me  back  here  to  speak  proud- 
ly and  independently,  freely  as  1  do,  and  as  4  feel  it  is 
my  duty  to  do. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeaa  66,  naya  113,  as 
follows: 

Ysi.s— Messrs.  Alford,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond, 
J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  J.  Cham- 
bers, Ghetwood,  Childs,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Crane, 
Gushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Dun- 
lap,  Gbolaon,  Glascock,  Graves,  Grennefl,  Grifllin,  Hard, 
Harper,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hunt,  Hunta- 
msn,  Ingersoll,  Janes,  Jenifer,  L.  Lea,  Love,  8.  Mason, 
Msury,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery, 
Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed, 
Russell,  W.  B.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sloane,  Spangler, 
Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thompson, 
Underwood,  Vinton,  White,  L.  Williams,  8.  Williams, 
ToQDg — 66. 

Nats — Messrs.  H.  Allen,  Anthony,  Barton,  Beale, 
Bean,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
^^ZV^  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  Cambreleng,  Carr, 
Casey,  Chapman,  Chapin,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleve- 
land, Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary, 
Cushman,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Kfner,  Farlin,  Fow- 
ler, French,  Fiy,  Galbraitb,  Graham,  Grantland,  Haley, 
J.  Hall,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Herod,  Hoar,  Holt,  Hop- 
kins, Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Ingham,  W.  Jack- 
son, J.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  J*  W.  Jones,  B.  Jones, 
Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  La- 
porte,  Lawrence,  O.  I^e,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  Leonard, 
Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  A.  Mann,  J.  Mann,  W. 
Mason,  M.  Mason,  May,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim, 
McLene,  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Page,  Parks,  Patter- 
son, D.  J.  Pearce,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds, 
Richardson,  Ripley,  Robertson,^  Rogers,  Schenck,  Sey- 
mour, Shinn,  Sickles,  Sprague,  Sutherland,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turner,  Turrill,  Van- 


derpoel,  Wegener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  T.  T. 
Whittlesey,  Yell— 113. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  interrogatory  be 
not  propounded  to  the  witness. 

Second  interrogatory  by  Mr.  PEYTON.  Have  you 
heard  any  membera  of  this  Houae,  and  if  yea,  who, 
state  that  they  hoped  or  wished  Whitney  would  refuse 
to  appear  before  the  committee,  ao  as  to  give  an  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  into  the  transaction  before  the  com- 
mittee, or  any  word  or  expression  to  that  effect;  and 
have  you  known  any  members  of  this  House,  and  if  yea, 
who,  state  that  they  had  counselled  with  Whitney  as  to 
the  course  be  should  pursue;  or  have  you  known  any 
member  of  this  Houae  counsel  with  said  Whitney  as  to 
the  course  to  be  pursued  by  him,  either  before  the 
House  or  the  committee  ?  State  fully  all  you  know  on 
this  subject. 

Mr.  TURRILL  objected  to  this  interrogatory. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays^ 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  75^  nays 9 L 

So  the  House  determined  that  this  interrogatory 
should  not  be  put. 

Third  interrogatory  by  Mr.  PEYTON.  Have  you  heard 
any  membera  of  thia  Houae,  and  if  yea,  who,  atate  that, 
by  commencing  this  proceeding  againat  Whitney  in  the 
House,  the  whole  conduct  and  declarations  of  Messrs. 
Wise  and  Peyton  would  be  proven,  and  thereby  bring 
them,  aa  far  as  possible,  into  disgrace  before  the  nation  { 
or  any  expressions  or  declarations  to  that  effect;  and 
that  they  would  vote  for  the  investigation  with  a  view 
to  that  object? 

Mr.  ANTHONY  objected  to  this  question.  He  did  so, 
he  said,  because  the  same  objection  applied  to  it  aa  ap- 
plied to  two  or  three  other  questions  of  the. same  char- 
acter, which  the  House  had  as  frequently  sustained,  viz: 
whether  the  declarations  of  a  member  of  the  House 
should  be  given  in  evidence  in  this  investigation.  On 
thia  ground,  he  objected  to  allauch  questions.  If  any 
member  had  made  a  declaration,  his  testimony  would  be 
the  best  in  relation  to  it,  but  hearsay  testimony  was  not 
evidence;  and  he  ahould  insist  upon  hia  objection  to  it. 
He  added  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  unnecessary  to  go 
into  any  discussion  upon  it  at  that  time,  and  should  con- 
tent himself  with  raising  the  point. 

Mr.  PEYTON  replied,  that  if  the  statement  of  a  judge 
or  a  juror  could  be  proven  for  the  purpose  of  disquali- 
fying him  for  a  seat  upon  the  trial,  if  any  one  of  the 
judges  or  jurors  bad  disqualified  himself,  he  had  an  un- 
doubted right  to  prove,  and  then,  be  hoped,  the  House 
at  least  would  silence  that  juror  or  judge.  The  gentle- 
man aaya  it  is  **  hearsay  testimony."  Sir,  (said  Mr.  P., ) 
I  ask  from  whom?  Why,  from  the  xtry  party  I  wish 
and  expect  to  show  has  disqualified  himself  from  acting 
in  the  high  capacity  of  my  trier.  What,  sir!  shall  mem- 
bers of  this  body  sit  in  judgment,  in  a  high  court  of  im- 
peachment, as  the  House  of  Representatives  has  now  rr- 
solved  itself,  and  have  among  it  unworthy  triers,  who 
have,  aa  triers,  disqualified  themselves?  And,  if  such 
be  the  fact,  have  they  not  disgraced  themselves  before 
the  House  and  the  nation,  from  having  acted  as  prosecu- 
tors in  the  case?  Why,  sir,  was  it  ever  beard  of  before 
that  a  prosecutor  could  be  also  a  witness,  a  judge,  and 
a  trier,  in  a  caae?  Now,  if  I  can  show  that  such  is  the 
condition  of  any  gentleman  in  thia  body,  I  claim  the 
right  to  do  it,  and  to  move  that  he  at  least  shall  be  set 
aside  for  want  of  competency  to  try  the  case. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  then  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  69,  nays  85,  as 
follows:  **• 

Yeas— Messrs.  Alford,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Bunch, 
J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  G.. 
Chambers,  J.  Chambers,  Ghetwood,  Childs,  Clark, 
Crane,  Darlington,  Duals p^  Evans,  Forester,  Gholson, 
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Glascock,  Grehftm,  Gnntland,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Har- 
per, S.  8.  Harrison,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Haynes,  Hazel- 
tin^,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Howell,  Huntsman,  Inger- 
soil,  Jenifer,  Lawler,  Lay)  L.  Lea,  Love,  Lyon,  S. 
Mason,  Maury,  Mercer,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Petti- 
grew,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Richardson,  Robertson, 
Rogers,  Russell,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sloane, 
Spangler  ,Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Under- 
wood, Vinton,  Washington,  White,  L.  Williams,  S. 
Williams,  Young— 69. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anthony,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Black, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burns,  Cam- 
breleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Cleve- 
land, Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cusliman, 
Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Farlin,  French,  Fry,  Haley, 
J.  Hall,  Hawkins,  Hoar,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hubley,  Huntington,  Ingham,  J.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson, 
J.  W.  Jones,  B.  Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lan- 
sing, Lawrence,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  Leonard, 
Loyall,  A.  Mann»  J.  Mann,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  May, 
McKay,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Moore,  Page,  Parks, 
Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  Phillips,  John  Reynolds, 
Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Suth- 
erland, Taylor,  J.  Thomson,  Toucey,'  Turrill,  Vander- 
poel,  Wardwell,  Webster,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Yell— 85. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  interrogatory  be 
not  put. 

Fourth  interrogatory  by  Mr.  PEYTON.  When  did  you 
first  see  the  written  statement  of  Mr.  Fairfield,  which 
he  presented  to  this  House,  in  answer  to  the  first  inter- 
rogatory propounded  to  him,  or  the  substance*  of  the 
same? 

Answer.  Several  days  before  he  was  examined  as  a 
witness  in  this  House;  but  the  exact  date  I  do  not  re- 
member. I  believe  the  one  shown  to  me  then  to  be 
substantially  the  one  presented  here  when  he  was  ex- 
amined. 

Interrogatory  by  Mr.  GHOLSON.  Suppose  the  ma- 
jority  of  this  House  had  refused  all  inquiry  into  the 
matter  of  R.  M.  Whitney's  alleged  contempt,  or  to 
bring  him  to  tl|e  bar  on  the  charge  of  such  contempt,  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  whereof  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Wise  is  chairman,  **  Do  you  understand,  or  believe, 
from  your  knowledge  of  the  sentiments  of  any  of  the 
members  of  this  House,"  that  the  Hon.  Messrs.  Wise 
and  Peyton,  and  other  members  of  this  House,  would 
have  charged  the  majority  with  being  **  coadjutors  of 
the  accused,"  or  with  having  *<  assumed  the  position  of 
associates  of  R.  M.  Whitney,"  by  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States? 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  objected  to  this  question. 

Mr.  STORER  said  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  would  withdraw  his  objection.  Surely  one 
of  the  majority  of  this  House  ought  not  to  object  to  a 
question  coming  from  the  quarter  this  did. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  said,  in  propounding  this  interroga- 
tory, he  begged  leave  to  state  to  the  House  that  he  had 
objected  to  bringing  the  accused  before  the  House,  and 
he  had  been  opposed  to  the  institution  of  this  inquiry; 
but  as  Ihe  matter  was  now  before  the  House,  and  as  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  and  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  insisted  that  they  were  on  their  trial,  he  con- 
sidered it  was  due  to  them  to  have  th^  whole  matter  in- 
vestigated. The  honorable  gentlemen  had  charged 
that  there  was  a  conspiracy  formed  with  the  accused; 
and,  for  one,  he  was  willing  that  they  should  have  all  the 
fictii,  so  far  as  they  related  to  him;  he  was  willing  to  take 
hts'share  of  the  responsibility.  He  did  not  believe  that 
the  charge  which  had  been  made  could  be  proven  on 
that  floor;  but,  as  these  honorable  gentlemen  insisted 
that  they  were  upon  their  trial,  he  was  willing  that  they 
should  know  who  it  was  that  brought  them  into  this 
predtcamentj  whether  it  yytLS  the  dominant  party  or  the 


one  opposed  to  it  that  brought  about  this  ftate  of  things. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  it  was  the  Van  Buren  or 
the  anti-Van  Buren  party  who  had  instituted  this  pro- 
ceeding against  Mr.  Whitney.  If,  however,  tbtfse  gen- 
tlemen wished  to  change  the  issue,  and  to  put  ttiem- 
selvesupon  trial,  he  was  unwilling  that  this  charge 
should  apply  to  him  or  his  friends.  He  was  amongst 
the  yo«in|^est  members  on  that  floor,  and  be  bad  heard 
the  insidious  assertion,  made  by  honorable  gentlemen, 
that  the  President  had  issued  his  orders  to  some  young 
and  gallant  spirit  in  that  House  to  defend  him  from  the 
aspersions  of  two  members,  who  were  bullies,  in  the 
House.  Now,  so  far  as  this  related  to  himself,  he  could 
truly  say  that,  since  his  childhood,  he  had  spoken  to  the 
President  but  once.  He  truly  had  the  sin  to  answer 
for  of  having  been  the  friend  of  the  President  from  his 
boyhood,  and  he  would  here  say  he  was  not  ashamed  of 
such  a  leader. 

It  seemed  to  him  that  gentlemen  were  taking  advan- 
tage of  their  situation  on  that  floor  to  make  assertions  of 
this  kind,  of  which  they  had  no  proof;  assertions  that  hon- 
orable gentlemen  should  not  make,  and  would  not  make 
in  any  other  situation.  He  repelled  socb  charges,  and 
was  unwilling  to  permit  gentlemen  to  shield  themselves 
behind  such  assertions,  when  they  had  not  a  single  parti- 
cle of  proof  to  sustain  them;  it  was  sometimes  very  con- 
venient for  gentlemen,  after  they  had  fully  committed 
themselves  by  a  set  of  broad  assertions,  to  sustain  which 
they  had  not  a  sin|^le  particle  of  testimony,  to  shield 
themselves  by  ofFermg  to  prove  what  they  well  knew 
the  g^od  sense  of  the  House  would  not  permit  them  to 
prove,  and  which  they  could  not  prove  if  they  were 
permitted  to  try.  He  repelled  such  charges,  and  chal- 
lenged gentlemen  to  an  investigation  of  the  matter,  so 
far  as  he  was  concerned.  He  denied  that  he  had  had  any 
consultation  or  combination,  either  with  the  President 
or  any  other  human  being,  as  to  the  course  he  should 
pursue  on  this  subject;  neither  had  he  consulted  the 
party  in  power,  nor  the  party  who  had  brought  this  in- 
vestigation into  the  House.  Who  was  it  that  plaeed  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  and  the  honorable 
gfentleman  from  Virginia  upon  their  trial,  as  they  would 
have  it  they  were  upon  their  trial f  He  did  not  under- 
stand that  they  were  on  their  trial;  but  as  they  were  act- 
ors in  a  scene  which  had  occurred  in  connexion  with 
the  accused,  it  was  necessary  the  truth  of  that  occurrence 
should  come  to  light,  and  an  investigation  must  be  made 
into  the  conduct  of  the  whole  of  the  select  committee 
on  that  occasion.  Then,  he  did  not  thhik  these  gentle- 
men could  be  presumed  to  be  on  their  triali  further 
than  was  necessary  to  show  whether  Whitney  bad  been 
guilty  of  a  contempt  of  the  House  in  refusing  to  appear 
before  that  committee.  Who  was  it  that  had  instituted 
this  proceeding'  It  h^id  been  brought  about  by  the 
means  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  and 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia.  Had  the  Pres- 
ident consulted  with  his  political  friends  in  relation  to  it.' 
He  would  tell  gentlemen  that,  so  far  as  a  young  member 
was  concerned,  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  meet  the 
charge;  but  as  far  as  the  gentleman  had  alluded  to  him 
in  his  remark  that  the  President  had  issued  his  orders 
to  defend  him  from  bullies  on  that  floor,  the  insinuation 
was  gratuitious  and  unfounded,  come  from  whom  it 
might.  They  were  there 'trying  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Whitney;  and  if  the  conduct  of  honorable  gpentlemen 
was  brought  in  in  connexion  with  that,  it  could  not  be 
helped.  If  their  conduct  had  been  proper,  they  cer- 
tainly would  have  no  objection  to  its  being  made  public  t 
and  if  improper,  it  was  necessary  it  should  be  investiga- 
ted. He  scorned  the  idea  that  the  President  or  the 
dominant  party  in  that  House  had  entered  into  a  conspi- 
racy against  the  honorable  gentlemen  from  Tennessee 
and  Virginia.    He  believed  that  the  gentlemen  were 
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twuming  an  importance  fur  tbemseWe*,  on  thit  subject, 
to  which  (hey  were  not  entitled.  He  denied  that  the 
opposition  of  any  two  individuals^  however  respectable 
they  might  be  in  themselves,  or  honorable  in  their  of- 
fice, were  of  so  much  importance  that  it  was  necessary 
they  should  be  killed  oif. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLB  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naysi  which 
were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  50,  nays  96,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Airord,  Bell,  Bond,  Bunch,  J.  Gal- 
boon,  Carter,  J .  Chambers,  Chetwood,  J.  F.  H.  Clai- 
borne, Clark,  Darlngton,  Dawson,  Denny,  Evans,  For- 
rester, Ciholson,  GltscoclE,  Granger,  Graves,  Grennell, 
Itsrper,  S.  B.  Harrison,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hazeltioe, 
Henderson,  H«e8ter,  Howell,  Lawler,  L.  Lea,  Love, 
S.  Mason,  Maury,  Mercer,  Montgomery,  J.  A.  Pearce, 
Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Reed,  Richardson,  Rogers,  Shields, 
Sloane,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Under- 
wood, White,  S.  Williams,  Yell— 50. 

NATS' Messrs.  Bailey,  Beale,  Beaumont,  Black, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cam- 
breleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cbapin,  Cleve- 
land, Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman, 
Doubleday,  Dromgoote,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Farlin,  Fowler, 
French,  Fry,  Graham,  Grantland,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Haw- 
kins, Hoar,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Hunts- 
man, IngersoU,  Ingham.  J.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  J.  W. 
.lones,  B.  Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Lawr^ce,  G.  Lee,  T.  f^e,  Leonard,  Logan, 
Loyally  A.  Mann,  J.  Mann,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  May, 
McKay,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Moore,  Morgsn,  Page, 
Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Potts,  John 
Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Robertson,  Schenck,  Sey- 
mour, Shinn,  Sickles,  Sprague,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  J. 
Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener, 
Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
Young— -96. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  interrogatory  be 
not  put. 

Interrogatory  by  Mr.  GLASCOCK.  Do  you  or  not 
know  of  any  members  of  this  House  having  formed  and 
expressed  an  opinion  in  relation  to  the  guilt  or  inno- 
cence of  the  accused?    If  yea,  please  state  them. 

Mr.  CRAIG  objected  to  this  question,  on  the  ground 
that  it  fell  within  the  principle  which  had  been  decided 
by  the  House,  over  and  over  again,  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  said,  whatever  might  have  or  had 
been  the  decision  of  the  House  in  relation  to  a  question 
of  this  kind,  so  well  satisfied  was  he  that  it  was  a  proper 
one,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  make  some  remarks  in 
support  of  it. 

Mr.  G.  looked  upon  it  as  a  settled  principle  in  this 
country,  and  before  all  tribunals,  that  wherever  there  is 
or  has  been  an  expression  of  opinion,  by  any  trier,  before 
any  tribunal,  that  trier  renders  himself  incompetent,  at 
least  not  competent,  to  decide  a  question  of  such  impor- 
tance as  would  bring  an  accused  before  any  tribunal. 
Now,  so  far  as  this  question  is  concerned,  continued  he, 
whatever  may  be  its  fate,  whether  sustained  or  rejected 
by  the  House,  be  believed  that  if  there  had  been  ex- 
pressions, pr  any  expression,  of  opinion  on  the  part  of 
members,  or  of  any  members  of  that  House,  in  relation 
to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused,  it  would  at 
least  be  a  warning  to  individuals  in  that  body,  under 
such  circumstances,  to  abstain  from  doing  so  in  future. 
He  looked  upon  it  as  highly  improper  for  any  individual 
member  of  the  House,  from  the  very  moment  an  inves- 
tigation is  ordered  into  the  conduct  of  a  citizen,  to  form 
or  express  any  opinion  until  the  whole  of  the  facts  were 
fairly  elicited,  boih  sides  fairly  heard,  and  the  case  left 
for  judgment  upon  the  facts  brought  out  in  evidence; 
and  even  then  that  opinion  should  be  made  up,  and  made 
up  alone,  upon  the  testimony  that  may  have  been  adduced. 
Whenever  an  individual  proceeded  to  do  otherwise  than 
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this,  Mr.  G.  himself  looked  upon  it  as  highly  improper. 
It  might  be  that,  in  responding  to  this  question,  there 
would  be  found  some  who  had  expressed  an  opinion,  as 
well  pf  the  guilt  as  (*f  the  innocence  of  the  accused.  If, 
however,  there  were  any  such  persons  in  that  assembly, 
the  fact  should  be  made  known  to  the  House,  in  order 
that  it  might  place  itself  in  a  situation  to  judge  fairly  in 
deciding  the  case. 

In  looking  (saicl  Mr.  G.)  to  the  history  of  all  judicial 
proceedings,  and  all  proceedings  of  tite  kind  under  con- 
sideration, it  would  be  found  that  one  of  the  rights  se- 
cured to  the  citizen  and  to  the  prosecutor,  and  always 
guarantied  to  him,  was  the  preliminary  question, 
"  Have  you  formed  and  expressed  any  opinion  in  rela- 
tion to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused^"  This 
was  a  sacred  right,  secured  to  the  prosecutor  and  to  the 
citizen,  in  order  that,  in  all  trials  of  such  a  character 
as  were  criminal  in  their  nature,  they  might  have  a  fair, 
unbiased,  and  impartial  trial.  It  was  well  known  by 
every  gentleman  familiar  with  these  transactions  that,  in 
criminal  prosecutions,  it  had  been  decided  that  this 
question  was  a  proper  one,  and  either  party  had  the 
right  to  resort  to  it.  The  answer  decided  always  the 
competency  of  the  juror  or  trier.  Mr.  G.  then  would 
respectfully  ask,  if  that  principle  ought  not  to  be  car- 
ried out  there.  Ought  they  not  to  try  the  accused  with 
their  minds  unbiased  and  unprejudiced?  If  so,  and 
who  could  gainsay  it,  was  not  the  question  a  proper  one? 

Mr.  G.  would  candidly  state  that  he  did  not  himself 
know  that  any  one  had  either  formed  or  expressed  such 
opinion,  whether  in  private  conversation  or  elsewhere, 
in  relation  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accuseds  but 
if  there  was  any  one  who  had,  he  wished  it  made  known; 
nay,  he  sliould  be  willing  himself,  if  gentlemen  thought 
proper,  that  every  member  of  the  House  should  be 
called  upon  the  stand,  and  asked  the  question  as  to 
whether  be  stood  indifferent  between  the  parties.  This 
was  the  course  that  ought  to  be  pursued,  in  order  that 
the  country  might  not  charge  every  opinion  and  every 
vote  given  by  the  representatives  of  the  people  as  being 
swayed  by  party  feelings  or  motives.  This  wss  the 
course  he,  for  Jiimself,  would  be  glad  to  see  adopted  be- 
fore that  tribunal,  consistent,  as  it  would  be,  with  the 
practice  before  all  other  tribunals.  He  hoped,  however, 
that,  be  the  fate  of  the  question  he  had  propounded 
what  it  might,  it  would  have  the  effect  of  preventing 
members  thereafter  from  expressing  their  opinions  In  re* 
lation  to  cases  of  this  importance  when  on  trial. 

Mr.  G.  would  also  take  that  occasion  to  remark,  that 
the  wide  range  this  investigation  had  taken  had  induced 
him  to  vote  for  numerous  questions  put  by  the  two  gen-  , 
tlemen  from  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Wise  and 
Mr.  PxTTON.]  He  must,  however^e  permitted  to  say 
that,  so  far  as  related  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
he  hesitated  not  to  declare  that  the  investigation  was  in 
strict  opposition  to  all  former  practice  on  such  occasions. 
So  far  as  related  to  the  conduct  of  tiiat  gentleman,  they 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do;  though  he  was  free  to  ad- 
mit that  the  conduct  of  the' gentleman  from  Virginia  was 
properly  before  the  House,  but  was  only  so  because  it 
furnished  part  of  the  defence  of  the  accused,  and  be- 
«csuse  the  ibsue  was  whether  that  gentleman's  conduct 
was  such  as  to  justify  the  contents  of  Mr.  Whitney's  let- 
ter. The  letter  makes  (hat  issuer  and,  so  far  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  was  connected  with  it,  this  investi- 
gation, as  to  him,  might  be  proper;  but  he  disclaimed 
the  right  of  that  House  to  go  into  an  investigation  of  the 
conduct  of  the  member  from  Tennessee,  for  that  gentle- 
man was  in  no  way  connected  with  this  transaction.  It 
had  been  justly  and  properly  observed,  that  so  far  as  re- 
lated to  these  transactions  before  the  select  committee, 
they  should  have  been  reported,  all  the  facta  as  they  oc- 
curred, to  the  House;  >et,  instead  of  doing  that,  ihey 
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were  mftkinif^  wronjf  issues.  Instead  of  tpyinp  Mr.  WhiU 
ney  for  contempt,  they  were,  to  sH  intents  «nd  purposes 
from  the  latitude  already  taken,  trying  the  conduct  of 
Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton. 

[The  Chatii  reminded  the  f^entleman  from  Georgia 
that  members  must  be  designated  by  their  States.] 

Mr.  G.  begged  pardon,  and  would  only  add  a  few 
words  in  conclusion.  He  would  simply  slate  that  he  did 
believe,  to  far  as  precedent  was  concerned,  it  would  be 
a  good  precedent  to  establish  to  decide  in  favcT  of  put- 
ting the  question  he  had  proposed.  Good  precedents 
were  of  great  value,  both  to  that  House  and  to  the  coun- 
try, and  they  could  not  do  better  than  by  establishing 
one  then.  It  never  could  be  commenced  too  soon. 
Whether  it  would  make  against  or  in  favor  of  the  ac- 
cused, was  a  matter  of  indifference  to  Mr.  G.(  all  be  de- 
s'red  to  see  was,  that  they  would  establish  the  precedent 
that  no  person  should  be  compelled  to  vote,  or,  if  com- 
pelled, his  decision  should  be  taken  with  great  caution, 
before  the  whole  of  the  evidence  was  heard.  He  was 
confident  much  good  would  result  from  it,  and  it  would 
furnish  another  Congress  with  the  necessity  of  being 
cautious  in  the  expression  of  opinion,  before  the  testi- 
mony on  both  sidt  s  was  beard,  if  any  such  had  been  ex- 
pressed on  the  present  occasion.  It  was  not  for  htm  to 
say  there  bad{  and  he  hoped,  for  the  honor  and  charac- 
ter of  the  House,  it  had  nolf  but,  if  it  had  been  done, 
be,  for  one,  whether  it  came  from  one  against  the  ad- 
ministration or  in  favor  of  it,  would  wish  to  know  it. 

Mr.   WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  wished  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  which  of  the  accused  he  meant. 
Mr.  GLASCOCK.  OF  course,  1  referred  to  Mr.  Whit- 
ney  as  the  accused . 

The  queetion  was  then  lost,  without  a  divisiont  and  the 
House  accordingly  determined  that  the  interrogatory  be 
not  put. 

Third  interrogatory  by  Mr.  DAWSON.  Do  you  not 
consider  this  investigation,  from  the  direction  given  it  by 
the  Houscy  entirely  irrelevant,  and  well  calculated  to 
bring  into  disrepute  this  branch  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States? 

Mr.  BOON  said,  I  object  to  that  interrogatory,  Mr. 
Speaker,  on  the  ground  of  its  laying  open  the  whole 
conduct  of  the  House,  and  has  nothmg  to  do  with  the 
pending  issue. 

Mr.  DAWSON  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  propound- 
ed this  question  to  the  House,  not  out  of  any  disrespect 
to  the  body  generally,  or  to  any  gentleman  in  it{  but, 
sir,  it  is,  it  must  be,  apparent  to  every  member  who 
cbmposes  this  branch  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  thst  this  whole  proceeding  is  well  calculated  to 
bring  this  House  Into  disrepute.  Sir,  let  me  respect- 
fully ask,  where  is  tl«c  member  upon  this  floor  who  does 
not  feel  himself  lessened,  in  bis  own  estimstion,  by  the 
position  he  is  driven  to  occupy  before  the  Americsn 
people?  If,  however,  this  procedure  is  to  'be  carried 
out  in  the  way  it  has  been  commenced,  I  wish  it  to  be 
placed  on  the  records  of  this  House,  that,  if  it  should  go 
forth  to  I  be  people  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent, it  should  be  seen  that  I  have  taken  the  bold,  fear- 
less, and  independent  stand,  in  the  presence  of  the 
House,  to  announce  this  my  private  and  individual  opin-^ 
ion.  Sir,  it  seems,  as  it  were,  that  by  common  consent 
we  are  led  on,  from  question  to  question,  that  never  can 
by  possbility  lead  to  the  public  good,  nor  to  any  other 
result  than  that  of  impugning  the  character  of  members 
of  this  House,  and  finally  to  bring  the  body  itself  into  a 
state  of  excitement  and  feeling  that  may  end,  if  not  in 
disgrace,  at  least  in  a  manner  to  be  deplored  by  all. 

Sir,  I  beg  this  House  not  to  misunderstand  me.  1  in- 
tend no  imputation  upon  the  body  to  which  1  belong, 
but  I  feel  myself  impelled,  by  self-respect,  to  announce 
to  this  body  that  I  consider  this  whole  proceeding  well 


calculated  to  bring  us  to  the  consequences  and  deduc- 
tions which  that  question  propounds.  Sir,  let  me  ask, 
through  vou,  what  object  have  they  in  going  into  collat- 
eral matters,  affecting  the  conduct  of  members  of  this 
body?  What  action  is  proposed  or  intended  by  it? 
What  direction  is  designed  to  be  given  to  it  ?  Sir,  I  hes- 
itate not  to  aver  that,  when  our  proceedings  go  forth  to 
them,  the  American  people  will  pronounce  us  as  mere 
chess-plsyers,  striving  to  checkmate  particular  members 
of  this  body,  in  order  to  place  them  in  an  attitude  before 
the  country  by  which  they  may  either  fall  or  rise.  Sir, 
when  a  body  like  this  thus  suffers  itself  to  be  led  astray, 
it  is  high  time  that  sonne  one  should  rise  and  endeavor 
to  Arrest  or  check  it.  Let  me  ask,  where  Is  the  man 
within  those  galleries,  or  who  is  now  lounging  in  your 
lobb^s,  that  will  not  proclaim  it  immediately  to  our  con« 
stituents,  and  inquire,  in  the  name  of  the  character  of 
this  republic,  what  kind  of  a  farce  is  this  we  are  now 
playing?  What  must  be  my  reply,  sir?  Why,  that  it  is 
a  farce  derogating  in  its  character,  and  almost  contempt- 
ible, if  1  may,  without  disrespect,  mske  use  of  such  an 
expression.  We  are  looked  upon  here  as  what?  As 
mere  tools  or  puppets,  I  was  almost  going  to  ssy,  but  as 
mere  individuals,  marching  bsckwards  snd  forwards,  an- 
swering to  our  names,  and  taking  directions  for  political 
effect.     That  is  the  sum  total,  the  plain  matter  of  fact. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  dislike  making  these  observationa{ 
they  are  painfully  wrung  from  roe,  but  they  are  my  true 
opinions.  I  have  waited,  hoping  that  some  one  of  the 
older  meqibers  with  whom  I  have  conversed,  and  who 
have  not  only  avowed  the  aame  opinions  to  me,  but  hsve 
assured  me  they  looked  upon  this  scene  with  feelings 
not  only  of  disgust,  but  with  feelings  calculated  even  to 
degrade  them  in  their  own  esthnstion.  Sir,  it  is  time 
this  matter  should  be  arreated,  and  I  sincerely  trust  it 
may  be. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  pardon  of  the  House,  if  they  think 
the  question  I  propoiind  contains  an  insinuation,  for  it  it 
far  from  my  intention.  In  due  time,  if  permitted  to  do 
so,  I  shall  follow  it  up  with  another,  for  the  purpose  of 
endeavoiiing  to  bring  this  House  from  an  issue  with  two 
of  its  worthy  members,  and  ask  the  witness  whether  he 
knows  of  any  act  or  cause  calculated  to  place  Mr.  Whit- 
ney in  a  condition  that  he  ought  not  to  appear  beforje 
that  committee.  That  is  the  question,  and  the  only 
question,  before  this  body,  or  that  ought  to  be  before  this 
body.  Yet  what  have  you  been  doing?  You  have  been 
to  the  White  House,  you  have  been  to  the  committee, 
and  for  what  purpose?  Why,  merely  to  gain  an  advan* 
tage  over  two  worthy  gentlemen  not  on  their  trial, 
spread  it  before  this  community,  and  through  it  to  the 
country  at  large,  thereby  bringing  the  whole  Union  into 
contempt  and  disgrace {  and  we  are  to  be  not  only  the 
aiders  and  abettors,  but  the  sole  cause  of  this!  We, 
the  selected  representatives  of  the  irovereign  people  of 
this  country,  taking  into  our  own  bands  this  mean,  petty, 
dirty  work!  Surely,  if  the  House  can  be  brought  to 
consider  the  tubject  seriously  and  gravely,  they  cannot 
fail  to  become  convinced  of  the  unpleasant  attitude  ni 
which  we  are  placed. 

The  people,  sir,  will  see  it,  and  I  will  lay  it  before 
them,  and  ask  them  to  ssy  to  this  body  thst,  if  its  pro- 
ceedings continue  to  be  of  a  similar  character  to  the 
present,  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  to  have  a  seat 
on  this  floor  will  be  but  little  gratification. 

For  the  purposes  thus  briefly  stated,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
wish  to  propound  this  question^  but  if  any  member  can 
give  me  a  good  reason  against  it,  I  will  withdraw  it. 
Mr.  PEYTON.     Oh!  take  a  vote  on  it. 
Mr.  DAWSON.    Very  well;  it  is  in  the  possession  of 
the  Housei  I  will  take  a  vote. 

Mr.  BOON.  1  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  one 
question.    Did  he  vote  for  or  against  bringing  Reuben 
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•  M.  Whitney  to  this  House.'  Because  the  responsibility 
of  this  proceeding^  must  rest  with  those  who— 

The  CHAIR  interposed,  and  tsid  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman's  ques- 
tion, sir,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  do  so. 

The  CHAIR*     Both  gentlemen  are  out  of  order. 

The  question  was  then  lost,  without  a  divitioni  and  ac- 
cordingly the  House  determined  that  the  interrogatory 
be  not  propounded. 

Interrogatory  of  Mr.  HARRISON,  of  Missouri.  Do 
you  know  of  any  arrangement  or  understandinir,  made 
by  any  member  of  this  House,  that  R.  M.  Whitney 
•hottld  be  brought  before  the  House,  in  order  that 
the  conduct  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wise  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Peyton,  as  members  of  the  investigating  committee, 
should  be  brought  into  the  investigation,  and  exposed  to 
the  country  f  And  if  so,  state  what  that  arrangement  or 
anderstanding  was,  and  who  they  are  thtft  concerted  it. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  must  object  to  this  interroga- 
tory,  inasmuch  as  Questions  of  a  similar  character  had 
been  several  times  decided  by  the  House  to  be  improp- 
er. He  had  no  doubt  the  gentleman  wlio  propounded 
this  interrogatory  had  done  so  for  good  purposes^  but 
he  would  submit  to  the  House  whether  they  had  not 
better  proceed  with  the  tKal  of  Mr.  Whitney,  and  not 
run  off  into  another  question. 

Mr.  HARRISON,  in  reply,  and  in  support  of  the 
question  he  had  put,  remarked: 

Mr.  Speaker;  I  know  that  questions  having  a  similar 
bearing  have  been  propounded  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Psvtov.]  I  was  aware  of  that  when 
I  rose  to  offer  the  question  f  have  submitted.  But 
those  questions  did  not  directly  embrace  (he  point  which 
is  the  object  of  the  one  I  have  offered.  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, withdraw  it.  1  am  desirous  that  the  question  should 
be  answered.  In  every  point  of  view  in  which  the  sub- 
ject can  be  brought  td  the  mind,  it  is  proper  that  it 
should  be  answered.  A  grave  and  serious  charge  has 
been  made,  and  in  my  opinion  it  should  be  met.  It  has 
been  roundly  asserted,  the  chsrge  has  been  broadly 
made,  by  two  members  of  this  body,  that  Mr.  Whit- 
ney was  to  be  brought  here,  not  for  the  purpose  of  try- 
ing the  contempt  alleged  against  him,  but  for  giving  to 
the  investigation  which  was  to  grow  out  of  it  a  particu- 
lor  direction  that  was  to  Involve  and  expose  the  conduct 
of  certain  gentlemen  of  the  investigating  committee. 
Sir,  it  has  been  charged  that  a  conspiracy  was  formed  by 
members  of  this  House,  to  carry  on  this  trial  in  a  way 
that  was.  In  fiict,  to  make  two  gentlemen  of  this  House 
defendants  in  the  case.  It  has  been  said,  backed  by  the 
assertion  too,  that  proof  of  it  could  be  adduced i  that  a 
combination  for  this  purpose  has  been  entered  into  by 
members  on  this  floor.  Sir,  this  is  a  heavy  charge, 
coming  from  members  of  this  boc1y$  it  is  one  that  should 
not  be  disregarded.  I  am  for  inquiring  into  it.  We 
owe  it  to  those  who  make  itf  for,  being  members  of  this 
House,  however  exceptionable  their  conduct  may  ap- 
pear, I  assert  it  is  due  to  them  that  the  inauiry  should  be 
made.  I  maintain  that  upon  principles  of  justice,  at  all 
times  applicable,  and  upon  the  rights  which  belong  to 
each  and  every  member  of  this  body.  What  is  their  case 
to-d«y,  may  be  ours  tomorrow.  If  we  fail  to  extend 
that  justice  which,  as  members,  they  hsve  a  right  to 
look  for,  what  may  we  expect  when  the  case  becomes 
ours? 

But,  sir,  the  charge  involves  considerations  of  still 
greater  moment  than  those  I  have  mentioned.  It  in- 
volves the  honor  and  character  of  this  House.  Are  gen- 
tlemen prepared  to  sit  here,  and  listen  tamely  and 
quietly  to  such  charges,  cnmiiii;  from  a  portion  of  their' 
own  body  f  Is  there  an  honorable  man  on  this  floor  wil- 
ling to  rest  under  such  imputations.^    For  one,  1  am  not. 


Let  the  inquiry  be  made.  I  do  not  fear  the  infiestiga- 
tion;  my  hands  are  clean.  If  there  be  guilt,  let  the 
guilty  suffer;  and  if  the  charges  are  unfoundrd,  those 
who  have  made  them  will  stand  condemned  and  rebuked 
in  the  eyes  of  every  candid  man  for  their  ruh  and  im- 
prudent course.  Sir,  we  pwe  it  to  ourselves  to  have  this 
matter  inquired  into.  We  owe  it  to  the  dignity  of  this 
body.  What  I  a  conspiracy  entered  into  by  gentlemen 
on  this  floor  against  a  portion  of  their  fellow-mem  berk! 
A  combination  formed,  by  which  the  ostensible  object 
of  this  trial  is  converted  into  an  engine  to  operate  on 
others!  And  all  this,  too,  concocted  in  secret  meetings! 
Is  this  nothing?  If  this  be  nothing,  what  ia  it  that  will 
rouse  the  sensibility  of  honorable  gentlemen  on  this  floor? 
A9  a  member  of  the  House,  I  want  the  inquiry  made.  I 
wish  to  know  who,  if  any,  have  been  engaged  in  not 
only  thus  abusing  the  powers  of  the  House,  but  trifling 
with  the  business  of  the  country.  And  if  the  chsrge 
be  unfounded,  let  those  that  have  made  it  suffer  the 
punishment  to  which  they  have  justly  exposed  them- 
selves. 

Sir,  it  is  due  to  the  people  of  this  country  that  the  in- 
quiry should  be  made.  They  have  a  right  to  know  not 
only  those  who  are  ready  to  abuse  the  powers  of  this 
House,  and  treat  its  authority  with  contempt,  but  espe- 
cially those  who,  at  this  period  of  the  session,  when  all 
the  important  business  of  the  country  is  matured  and  ri- 
pened for  notion,  will  sport  with  the  great  interests  of 
Ibis  nation  in  thus  blocking  up  all  its  business,  for  tlie 
unworthy  purpose  of  gratifying  their  private  feelings. 

Is  it  possible  that  this  body  has  been  made,  by  any 
understanding  or  arrangement,  the  instrument  of  such  a 
purposed  Sir,  if  there  be  any  such  understanding,  I  again 
repeat,  let  the  inquiry  be  made,  that  the  people  of  this 
country  may  know  it,  and  inflict  upon  the  guilty  the 
sentence  of  their  just  indignation. 

Sir,  I  am  now  proud  that  I  made  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  on  the  resolution  under  which  we  are  con- 
ducting this  trial.  I  was  induced  to  do  it  to  economize 
time.  I  thought  then  that  I  foresaw  the  diflUculties 
which  we  have  already  met  at  every  step  of  the  trial, 
and  that  we  could  not  progress  and  go  through  with  if, 
without  probably  consuming  the  remainder  of  the  ses- 
sion. Had  my  motion  carried,  we  might  tiavc  ended  this 
business  in  ten  minutes,  and  avoided  that  shameful  con- 
sumption of  time,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  session,  which 
the  trial  must  necessarily  take.  But,  wlien  my  motion 
failed,  I  then  entered  into  the  trial  with  my  mind  direct- 
ed to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Mr.  Whitney,  and  with  a 
determination  of  carrying  it  on  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining that  fact.  But,  sir,  is  it  not  an  inexcusable  per- 
version of  the  ostensible  object  of  this  trial,  if  there  has 
been  any  arrangement  or  understanding,  among  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  to  give  it  a  direction  nevercontem- 
plated  by  those  who  regarded  it  as  a  question  involving 
the  highest-  considerations?  I  am  unwilling  to  believe 
that  there  are  any  here  so  totally  regardless  of  the  public 
interests,  and  of  the  dignity  of  this  body,  as  to  be  guihy 
of  such  an  act.  But  the  charge  has  been  made,  and  we 
should  meet  it.  It  is  for  this  purpose  that  I  have  pro- 
pounded this  question,  and  1  hope  the  House  will  permit 
It  to  be  answered. 

Mr.  BOND  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  the 
House  refused  to  order;  and  it  was  decided  that  the  in- 
terrogatory shot^ld  not  be  put,  without  a  division. 

Interrogatory*  of  Mr.  MgKCON.  Will  you  examine 
the  list  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  taken  on  the  question  of  is- 
suing  a  warrant  against  R.  M.  Whitney  for  an  alleged 
contempt'  Will  you  state  the  number  of  those  friendly 
to  the  administration  who  voted  for  the  arrest,  and  the 
number  of  those  who  voted  against  the  arrest? 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  objected  to  this  interrogatory. 
He  was  in  hopes  that,  after  deciding  e  ght  or  nine  limes 
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Ihat  interrogalories  or  this  kind  should  not  be  propound- 
ed, Ihcy  would  proceed  with  the  trial  of^  Mr.  Whitney, 
»nd  would  cease  to  try  the  judges  instead  of  trying  the 
accused. 

Mr.  McKBON  said  that  his  colleague  [Mr.  Vavder« 
pobl]  need  not  have  any  apprehension  that  he  (Mr. 
McK.)  wished  in  any  way  to  investigate  motives.  He 
wished  to  get  at  a  Few  facts  that  migm  be  useful  in  the 
inquiry  now  before  the  House.  He  had  heard  charges 
made  that  there  was  ^^  conspiracy  in  this  matter,  and  he 
wanted  to  know  who  the  conspirators  were  who  brought 
up  this  investigation.  He  wished  the  whole  story  to  be 
told.  He  believed  that  the  resolution,  which  was  the 
foundation  of  this  proceeding,  did  not  proceed  from  an 
administration  member.  It  was  oflered  by  the  gentle* 
man  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  I^ihcoln  ]  The  arrest 
was  not  made  by  the  mass  of  the  administration  members. 
He  had  not  examined  the  journals  of  the  House,  but 
he  had  understood  that  but  fourteen  of  the  administra- 
tion members  voted  for  the  resolution^  and  that,  in  the 
minority  on  that  question,  would  be  found  but  few  op- 
position members.  We  have  heard  intimations  thrown 
out  that  the  President  has  been  concerned  in  bringing 
about  this  proceeding.  Well,  sir,  if  he  has  been  in  the 
conspiracy,  it  must  have  been  with  his  political  oppo- 
nents; and  if  so,  it  will  be  somewhat  a  matter  of  aston- 
ishment to  the  country.  The  motives  for  voting,  by 
gentlemen  on  both  sides,  were  various.  Some  voted 
against  it  because  it  would  consume  time;  others,  be- 
cause we  had  no  jurisdiction.  He  would  impugn  the 
motives  of  no  person,  either  on  one  side  or  the  other. 
He  was  anxious  to  get  at  the  facts,  but  be  would  not  in- 
sist on  his  question  if,  in  any  way,  it  would  retard  the 
business  before  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  decided  that 
the  interrogatory  should  not  be  put  to  the  witness,  with- 
out a  division. 

First  interrogatory  of  Mr.  BOND.  Will  you  be  good 
enough  to  examine  the  journal  of  this  House,  riiowing 
the  vote  on  the  motion  of  the  member  from  Missouri, 
(Mr.  Harrison,)  to  reconsider  the  vote  allowing  R.  M. 
Whitney  to  examine  witnesses,  and  state,  if  you  can, 
how  many  members  of  this  House  favorable  to  the  pres- 
ent administration  voted  for  it,  and  how  many  against? 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  objected  to  this  interrogatory,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  trifling  with  the  House. 

Mr.  BOND  said  the  gentleman  fro^  New  Hampshire 
[Mr.  Cvshmah]  objected  to  the  question  as  trifling  with 
the  House.  It  would  have  been  better  for  that  gentle- 
man to  have.  I  bought  of  the  manner  in  which,  and  by 
whom,  this  whole  proceeding  had  been  made  tu  trifle 
away  the  time  of  this  House.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  McKion]  had  just-ofl'ered  and  advocated  a 
question  by  which  he  intended  to  show  that  the  admin- 
istration ptrty  were  opposed  to  the  proceeding  against 
Reuben  M.  Whitney.  Mr.  B.  said  lie  did  not  doubt  this; 
for  he  saw,  by  the  direction  which  had  been  given  to 
this  case,  that  that  party  were  not  only  disinclined  to 
bring  Whitney  here,  but  had  lust  sight  of  the  object  for 
which  he  was  arrested.  I'his  was  a  proceeding  for  an 
alleged  contempt  committed  by  Whitney,  in  retusing  to 
appear  and  giV^  testimony  before  a  select  committee  of 
this  House,  when  summoned  for  that  purpose  under  the 
order  of  the  House.  The  patty,  being  brought  to  the 
House,  ofitred  in  writing  his  reasous  for  refusing  to  go 
before  the  committee.  Mr.  B.  appealed  to  the  House 
to  know  if  any  member  of  it  entertained  any  doubt  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  stich  a  case  would  be  disposed  of 
in  the  courts  of  the  country,  whether  of  superior  or  in- 
ferior jurisdiction.  All  would  agree  that  the  first  and 
most  important  step  would  be,  either  tu  require  the  ac- 
cused to  verify  his  excuse  by  his  oath,  or  submit  to  in- 
terrogatories, with  a  view  to  purge  himself  oi  bis  con- 


tempt, if  he  could.  The  accused  knew  (and  he  was  the 
only  one  who  could  know)  whether  he  meant  to  commit 
a  contempt;  and  if  he  would,  under  oath,  say  be  design- 
ed none,  Mr.  B.  did  not  suppose  any  member  of  the 
House  wished  to  punish  him.  If  this  had  been  done,  the 
case  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  disposed  of  in 
ten  minutes.  And  whether  the  precedents  in  cases  of 
contempt  be  regarded,  or  the  time  of  the  House  (now 
more  precious  than  ever,  from  the  Iste  period  of  the 
session)  be  of  any  value,  the  case  should  have  been  dis- 
posed of  in  the  shortest  possible  time  consistent  with  jus- 
tice. Why  was  it  not  done  so?  Upon  whom  did  the 
responsibility  rest  for  the  extraordinary  direction  given 
to  this  case,  and  the  consequent  consumption  of  timef 
Gentlemen  say  they  did  not  vote  to  bring  Whitney  here. 
That,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  not  tbe  true  question. 

Mr.  B.  maintained  that  the  accused  was  rightly  and 
properly  brought*  before  the  House.  It  had,  by  a  sol- 
emn vote,  been  determined  that  a  select  committee  should 
inquire  into  the  condition  of  some  of  tbe  public  depart- 
ments, and  for  that  purpose  might  call  witnesses  before 
them.  That  committee  reported  to  the  House  that 
they  believed  it  necessary,  and  had  summoned  tbe  ac- 
cused, but  he  refined  to  appear.  Mr.  B.  aaid  be  would 
not  detain  the  House  to  prove  the  propriety  of  arresting 
the  witness,  in  order  to  inquire  into  the  alleged  con- 
tempt; it  was  self-evident. 

Whatever  error  had  been  committed  might  be  traced 
to  the  vote  of  the  House  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Hakrisok,]  to  reconsider  the  reso- 
lution«llo'wing  the  examination  of  witnesses.  Tbe  vote 
upon  these  resolutions  had  been  hastily  giren;  snd  it  waa 
not  at  first  discovered  that  they  were  ausceptible  of  the 
construction  which  has  been  put  on  them.  The  gentle* 
man  from  Missouri,  before  alluded  to,  fearing  the  stale 
of  (bing^  which  has  followed,  mbved  the  reconsideration, 
with  a  view,  as  he  expressly  urged,  to  follow  the  uni- 
form precedents  in  such  cases,  and  at  the  same  time 
economize  the  time  of  the  House.  Mr.  B.  said  that 
motion  bad  been  deliberately  voted  down  by  that  same 
majority  in  this  House,  which  possesses  a  resistless  pow- 
er; and  on  them  should  rest  the  responsibility  of  an  ut- 
ter disregard  of  all  order  and  precedent  in  such  cases, 
as  well  as  a  waste  of  time.  The  question  which  he  pro- 
pounded would  show  that  vote,  and  was  a  fair  set-off  to 
the  interrogatory  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
[Mr.  McKbov,]  which  Mr.  B.  said  be  conaidered  as 
evading,  if  not,  in  fact,  dodging,  the  merits  of  tbia  part 
of  the  controversy. 

And,  as  a  furtber  evidence  of  the  fixed  determination 
of  that  same  msjority  to  disregard  the  establibbed  usagea 
of  all  courts  in  cases  of  contempt,  Mr.  B.  said  he  wouki- 
remind  the  House  that  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Chambbrs]  hsd,  at  tbe  very  instsnt  when 
the  accused  appeared,  after  the  adoption  of  the  extraor- 
dinary resolution  referred  to,  moved  to  put  him  under 
his  oath,  with  a  view  (o  bis  immediate  discharge.  If  he 
disclaimed  all  contempt;  and  this  proposition  was  voted 
down!  it  is,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  peifectly  plain  that 
the  administration  party  of  this  House  have  lost  sight  of 
the  contempt  charged  against  the  accused,  snd  have  put 
it  into  his  power  not  only  to  evade  pursuit,  but  to  waste 
our  time. 

Gentlemen  may  flatter  themselves  that  they  can  es- 
cape all  obloquy,  by  aUegtng  that  they  did  not  vote  to 
bring  Whitney  before  the  House.  Mr.  B.  wished  to  re- 
mind them  of  a  certain  fable,  in  which  one  of  the  actors 
did  not  take  the  meat  and  the  other  had  it  not.  They 
were  equally  culpable.  And,  though  gentlemen  had 
hten  unwilling  to  bring  Whitney  here,  they  cannot  de- 
ny the  public  necessity  of  this  House  using  such  authori- 
ty. He  appeared;  they  have,  by  giving  bis  case  its  new 
and  strange  direction,  committed  a  greater  error  than  if 
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they  bad  voted  for  his  arrest,  and  will  shield  him  from 
his  ezamimtion  as  a  witness. 

Mr.  B.  conckided  by  expressing  a  hope  that  he  might 
be  indulged  in  putting  the  question. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  decided  thst 
the  interrogatory  should  not  be  put  to  (he  witness,  with- 
out a  division. 

Fifth  interrogatory  by  Counsel.  Please  state  particu- 
.  larly  whether  Mr.  Peyton's  complaint  of  Mr.  M^hitney's 
frown  or  scowl,  mentioned  in  your  preceding  evidence, 
was  made  before  or  after  Mr.  Whitney  had  left  the  com- 
mittee room,  by  direction  of  the  cliairman,  and  in  the 
course  of  Mr.  Peytoh^s  apology  to  the  committee  for  his 
violence^  and  whether  that  be  not  the  point  of  time  re- 
ferred to  in  that  part  of  your  evidence  where  you  say 
**  Mr.  Peyton  complained  of  it  at  the  time.'' 

Answer.  In  my  preceding  answer  to  an  interrogatory, 
where  I  mentioned  Mr.  Peyton's  complaint  **at  the 
time,"  I  mean  by  that  phrase  to  include  *'  the  time"  oc- 
cupied with  this  affair  in  the  committee  room.  I  think 
the  complaint  was  made  aAer  Mr.  Whitney  left  the 
room,  and  whilst  Mr*  Peyton  was  apologizing  to  the 
commttteei  but  I  am  confident  he  referred  to  a  bcow> 
or  frown  which  was  given  at  the  time  Ihe  witness  hand- 
ed his  answer  to  the  chairnaan. 

Sixth  interrogatory  by  Counsel.  Did  you  see  such 
scowl  or  frown  as  you  have  just  mentioned? 

Answer.  I  did  not,  and  have  so  stated  in  my  answer 
to  the  first  interrogstory. 

Seventh  interrogatory  by  Counsel.  Please  state  par- 
ticularly whether,  at  the  time  Mr.  Peyton  first  broke 
out  in  a  passion  sgainst  Mr.  Whitney,  or  st  the  time 
when  Mr.  Wise  first  denounced  the  Insolence  of  Mr. 
Whitney,  in  the  terms  before  stated  by  you,  there  was 
sny  cause  apparent  in  the  manner  or  language  of  either 
of  those  gentlemen,  for  their  irritation,  except  Mr. 
Whitney's  written  answer  to  Mr.  Peyton's  question {  and 
whether  you  did,  at  that  time,  suspect,  or  had  any  rea- 
son, and  what  reason,  to  suspect, either  that  Mr.  Peyton 
had  then  received  any  provocation  but  that  same  writ- 
ten answer,  or  that  Mr.  Wise  was  then  moved  to  de- 
nounce BIr.  Whitney's  insolence  upon  any  other  ground 
than  the  same  answer. 

Answer.  At  the  time  when  those  gentlemen  first  rose 
and  mftnifested  exciten>ent,  I  knew  of  no.  cause  for  it, 
except  what  was  to  be  found  in  the  written  answer  of 
the  witness;  neither  did  I  suspect,  at  that  time,  that  any 
additional  cause  of  provocation  bad  been  given  by  the 
manner  of  Mr.  Whitney. 

Eighth  interrogatory  by  Counsel  Did  Mr.  Wise,  at 
any  time,  and  when  and  where,  state  what  was  bis  pur- 
pose in  going  around  the  table,  and  placing  himself  near 
the  accused,  as  stated  in  your  answer  to  the  first  inter- 
rogatory; If  yea,  what  did  he  say  was  his  purpose;  and 
was  the  statement  of  Mr.  Wise,  as  to  his  purpose  in  that 
movement,  before  or  after  the  accused^s  testimony  be- 
fore the  committee^ad  been  closed? 

.  Answer.  1  hsve  said,  in  my  answer  to  the  first  inter- 
rogstory, that  I  heard  Mr.  Wise  speak  of  this  subject  in 
a  public  conversation.  It  was  in  the  committee  room, 
and  took  place  some  days  after  the  affair  with  Mr.  Whit- 
ney. His  statement  was  similar  to  that  made  in  this 
House.  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  words,  but  the 
tenor  of  it  was,  that  he  would  have  killed  the  witness, 
if  the  latter  had  attempted  to  draw  his  hand  out  of  his 
breeches  pocket.  Mr.  Wise  expressed  a  belief  that  the 
witness  had  a  pistol  in  that  hand,  and  that  his  object  in 
drawing  it  out  would  have  been  to  shoot  Mr.  Peyton; 
and,  under  such  circumstances,  he  (Mr.  Wise)  would 
have  killed  Mr.  Whitney  to  ssve  Mr.  Peyton.  1  am  not 
certain  whether  Mr.  Whitney's  testimony  was  then 
closed;  but  I  know  that  he  was  not  present  at  this  con- 
versation. 


Third  interrogatory  by  Mr.  WISE.  Did  you  under- 
stand from  Mr.  Wise,  at  any  time,  that  he  would  have 
shot  or  killed  Whitney,  unless  be  ^Wise)  had  thought 
it  necessary  to  protect  the  life  of  his  friend,  Mr.  Peyton ; 
and  did  not  Mr.  Wise  express  his  gratification,  at  every 
-time  you  have  heard  him  converse  on  the  subject,  that 
there  was  ntf  necessity  for  any  other  interposition  on  his 
part  than  that  which  was  pacific.^ 

Answer.  To  the  first  inquiry,  I  answer  that  he  did 
not.     To  the  second,  I  answer  in  the  affirmative. 

Fourth  interrogatory  by  Mr.  WISE.  Did  you  hear 
Mr.  Wise  utter  or  make  any  threat  whatever  against  the 
life  or  person  of  Whitney  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence 
between  him  and  Mr.  Peyton;  and  did  Mr.  Wise  inti- 
mate any  disposition  to  take  any  unfair  advantage  of 
Whitney? 

Answer.  I  heard  no  such  threat  from  Mr.  Wise;  and 
saw  nothing  during  the  afi*air  which  indicated  an  inten- 
sion on  his  part  to  assault  Mr.  Whitney,  or  to  use  per- 
sonal violence  towards  him  of  any  kind. 

Fifth  interrogatory  by  Mr.  WISE.  After  Mr.  Wise 
went  round  the  table,  and  got  near  to  the  side  of  Mr. 
Whitney,  did  he  (Wise)  wait  more  than  a  second  or 
two  before  he  interposed  by  taking  hold  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Peyton^ 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  how  long  Mr.  Wise  remained 
at  the  point  indicated  in  the  question.  I  think  it  could 
not  have  been  a  quarter  of  a  minute,  though  it  may  have 
•been  more  or^less. 

Sixth  interrogatory  by  Mr.  WISE.  Did  not  Mr.  Pey- 
ton stand  in  such  a  position,  with  his  right  arm  in  the 
left,  side  of  his  waistcoat,  that  his  right  arm  might  have 
been  seized  by  Whitney's  left  hand,  whilst  his  (Whit- 
ney's) right  «rm  would  have  been  free  to  use  s  pistol  or 
dirk,  if  he  had  drawn  onel 

Mr.  GIIOLSON  objected  to  this  interrogatory,  not  so 
much  that  he  had  objection  to  its  being  answered,  as 
fur  the  purpose  of  establishing  some  rule  of  proceeding 
in  this  investigation.  If  this  question  was  admitted,  the 
counsel  for  the  accused  must  ask  similar  questions;  and 
if  they  should  continue  the  examination  in  tliis  way,  it 
never  could  be  brought  to  a  termination.  He  could  see 
no  possible  benefit  to  be  derived  from  questions  of  this 
kind;  and,  for  the  bare  purpose  <if  establishing  some 
stopping  point,  he  objected  to.  this  interrogatory. 

Mr.  WISE  said  this  was  a  kind  of  objection  he  had 
not  expected  to  be  raised  by  any  gentleman  on  that 
floor,  especially  as  the  gentleman  froifi  Mississippi  had 
admitted  that  the  question  was  not  an  improper  one. 
He  wished  to  examine  this  witness,  especially  as  to  the 
position  of  the  parties  at  the  time  of  the  difficulty  iit  the 
committee  room,  in  his  own  vindication  for  the  senti- 
ment he  had  uttered  on  that  floor,  and  which  he  would 
then  repeat  in  the  presence  of  the  workl,  that  when  he 
thought  he  saw  his  friend  in  danger  he  would  interfere 
in  his  behalf.  This  he  asked  in  his  own  vindication, 
that  he  might  be  permitted  to  examine  this  witness,  as 
the  answer  to  the  question  might  be  of  importance  to 
him. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  then  said  he  would  withdraw  the  ob- 
jection. He  had  objected  to  it,  because  of  the  time  it 
might  consume  if  they  went  into  an  examination  of  this 
kind. 

Mr.  WISE  believed  the  answer  to  this  interrogatory 
would  prove  that  the  parties  were  standing  very  near  to 
each  other,  in  the  highest  state  of  excitement.  He 
knew  his  friend  [Mr.  Ps^tov]  was  in 'the  highest  state 
of  excitemenS  and  the  other  party  was  in  a  doubtful 
state;  but  whether  he  was  wound  up  like  a  serpent  in  his 
coil,  or  whether  he  was  confounded,  Mr.  W.  could  nut 
tell;  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  that.  Whit- 
ney was  standing  with  his  right  hand  in  his  right  panta- 
loons pocket,  and  his  foot  advanced,  and  his  friend  was 
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standing  with  bis  right  foot  advanced,  and  his  right  hand 
in  his  bosom  under  his  vest,  in  which  position  the  other 
party  might  have  seized  his  right  arm  with  i/is  left  hand, 
and  riddled  him  with  a  dirk,  or  shot  him,  whidi  Mr.  W. 
expected  at  the  moment  would  have  taken  place.  He 
wished  the  answer  to  be  precise  as  to  the  position  of  his 
friend  at  the  moment  of  the  difficulty,  and  whether  he 
was  not  in  a  situation  in  which  he  might  have  been  dis- 
armed and  shot,  or  dirked,  by  the  other  party. 

Mr.  GH0L80N  then  repeated  that  be  had  withdrawn 
his  objection  some  time  before. 

Mr.  HAMER  then  returned  the  following: 

Answer.  I  have  before  stated  that  I  did  not  see  Mr. 
Peyton's  hand  in  his  bosom.  At  the  time  it  was  said  to 
have  been  there,  the  parties  were  not  in  reach  of  each 
other;  though  Mr.  Whitney  might,  by  springing  for- 
ward, have  seized  Mr.  Peyton,  in  the  manner  iupposed 
by  the  interrogatory. 

Mr.  Jones,  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  accused,  in- 
formed the  House  that,  for  the  purpose  of  saving  the 
time  of  the  House,  the  accused  proposed  to  discharge 
two  of  the  witnesses  which  he  had  summoned,  Mr.  W. 
D.  Lewis,  Esq.,  and  John  T.  Sullivan,  Esq.,  and  they 
were  accordingly  discharged. 

Mr.  ALFORD  moved  that  the  House  adjourn.  Lost: 
Yeas  63,  nays  78. 

Mr.  Haxzb,  the  witness  under  examination,  was  then 
discharged  from  the  stand,  and  the  testimony  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Maatiit,  of  Alabama,  was  proceeded  in. 

T^Biimony  of  the  Hon*  /.  L.  Martin, 

First'  question  by  Counsel  for  the  accused.  Please 
state  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  dispute  and  dis- 
order that  occurred  before  the  select  committee  where- 
of Mr.  Garland  is  chairman,  on  Wednesday,  the  35th  of 
January;  and  state  particularly  all  that  was  said  and 
done  by,  and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct  of,  R. 
M.  Whitney,  as  a  witness  attending  the  committee,  and 
Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton,  as  members  of  that  committee, 
and  all  that  occurred  on  that  occasion. 

Answer.  During  the  evening  session  of  the  committee 
mentioned  in  this  interrogatory,  held  on  the  35th  day  of 
January  last,  a  diftculty  arose  betwe»i  Mr.  Peyton,  a 
member  of  the  committee,  and  Mr.  R.  M.  Whitney,  who 
had  been  called  before  them  as  a  witness,  and  who  was 
then  under  examination. 

To  make  myself  clearly  understood,  it  may  be  im- 
portant here  to  give  the  situation  of  the  different  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  and  of  Mr.  Whitney,  at  the  mo- 
ment of  the  commencement  of  the  quarrel.  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, being  under  examination,  wss  sitting  near  a  small 
table,  upon  which  he  wrote  his  answers  to  the  interroga- 
tories propounded  to  him,  in  the  corner  of  the  commit- 
tee room,  on  the  right  of  the  fireplace;  Mr.  Garland, 
Mr.  Peyton,  Mr.  Hamer,  and  M^  Gillet,  were  sitting  at 
a  long  table  which  satin  front  of  the  fire;  Mr.  Hamer  at 
the  end  nearest  to  Mr.  Whitney;  Mr.  Gillet  at  the  op- 
posite end;  .Mr.  Peyton  and  Mr.  Garland  in  front  of  the 
fire;  Mr.  Peyton  nearest  to  Mr.  Whitney,  with  his  face 
turned  toward  Mr.  Garland;  Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Fairfield, 
and  myself,  were  sitting  upon  a  sofa  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  fire  from  Mr.  Whitney.  The  examination  of  the 
witness  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Peyton,  who  had  propound- 
ed to  him  question  No.  15^  a  copy  of  which  I  append 
hereto;  to  which  the  witness  returned  the  answer,  a  copy 
of  which  I  also  append  hereto.  Mr.  Pierce  and  Mr. 
Johnson  were  absent.  When  Mr.  Garland,  the  chair- 
man, had  read  aloud  the  answer  of  Mr.  Whitney,  Mr. 
Peyton  addressed  the  Chair,  and  said:  <*I  wibh  you  to 
inform  this  witness  that  he  is  not  to  insult  me  in  his  an- 
swers; if  he  does,  Gud  damn  him,  I  will  take  his  life  upon 
the  spot."  Ashe  uttered  the  latterpart  of  Ihissentence  he 
rose,  and  turned  tovrirds  Mr.  Whitney,  and,  addressing 


him}  said  something  like  this,  the  precise  words  1  do  not 
recollect:  **  You  have  said  that  I  am  shielded  by  the  con-' 
stitution;  now,  sir,  I  wish  you  to  understand  that  I  claim 
no  such  protection;  and  if  you  insult  me»  you  damned 
dog,  I  will  take  your  life."  Mr.  Wise  at  this  moment 
arose,  and  advanced  to  the  side  of  Mr.  Peyton,  and  in 
front  of  Mr.  Whitney,  and  said:  **  Yes;  this  damned  inso- 
lence, or  your  damned  insolence^  is  insufferable."  Mr. 
Garland,  who  was  endeavoring  to  keep  order,  spoke  to 
Mr.  Wise;  but  what  he  said  is  not  recollected,  if  it  was 
heard.  Mr.  Wise  made  no<»ther  remark*  but  stepped  a 
few  feet  back»  or  toward  the  opposite  side  of  the  room 
from  that  at  which  Mr.  Whitney  was,  and  stood.  Mr. 
Peyton  turned  from  Mr.  Whitney,  and  remarked': 
«<  Hitherto  I  have  treated  him  with  marked  respecti 
damn  him,  I  have  treated  him  as  if  be  had  been  a  gen- 
tleman; and  to  be  tbua  insulted  by  a  damned  thief  and 
robber;  damn  him,  he  ahan't  do  it."  While  otterin|p 
the  latter  part  of  this  sentence,  he  discovered  more  ex- 
citement, and  turned  toward  Mr.  Whitney,  (bat  if  he 
said  any  thing,  I  do  not  recollect  what  it  was,)  who  rose» 
and,  addressing  himself  to  the  chair,  claimed  the  pro- 
tection of  the  committee;  when  Mr.  Peyton  said  to  hira» 
**  God  damn  you,  hush,  or  be  silent;  you  shan't  apeak  i 
all  your  communications  are  to  be  made  in  writing.  You 
shan't  say  a  word  while  in  this  room;  if  you  do  I'll  put 
you  to  death,"  advancing  toward  him,  and  putting  hie 
hand  into  his  bosom,  and  also  ordered  him  to  take  hie 
seat. 

Mr.  Garland,  at  this  moment,  stepped  between  Mr. 
Peyton  and  Mr.  Whitney,  remonstrating  with  the  former. 
Mr.  Wise,  who  had  remained  silent  and  stationary,  kx>k- 
ing  at  the  parties,  suddenly  turned,  and  walked  briakljr 
around  the  table,  at  the  end  oppofite  to  the  one  at  whicli 
the  parties  were,  pausing  a  tew  seeonc^,  opposite  to 
the  left  side  of  Mr.  Whitney,  and  some  few  feet  from 
him;  and  then  advanced  in  front  of  Mr.  Peyton,  and  be- 
tween him  and  Mr.  Whitney,  and,  putting  his  hand  upon 
his  breast,  remarked:  '<  Don't,  Peyton;  damn  him,  be  m 
not  worth  your  notice;  or  the  damned  scoundrel  is  not 
worth  your  notice,"  followed  by  some  other  remarks 
which  I  do  not  recollect,  but  which  1  thought  at  the  time 
were  intended  to  induce  Mr.  Peyton  to  desist.  While 
Mr.  Wise  was  passing  around  the  table,  I  advanced  to 
the  side  of  Mr.  Peyton,  and  placed  my  band  upon  his 
right  arm,  and  at  the  same  time  remonstrated  against 
any  violence,  and  endeavored  to  calm  his  feelings. 

Mr.  Peyton  then  sat  down,  but  soon  turned  toward 
Mr.  Whitney,  and  said:  *<  Damn  him,  his  eyes  are  on  me; 
God  damn  him,  he  is  looking  at  me;  he  shan't  do  it;  damn 
him,  he  shan't  look  at  me."  At  this  time  I  moved  that 
the  examination  of  Mr.  Whitney  should  be  suspended; 
when  Mr.  Hamer  rose  and  objected,  and  said  that  the 
witness  must  understand  ttiat  he  was  not  to  treat  any 
member  of  the  committee  with  disrespect.  Mr.  Gar- 
land, I  think,  remarked  that  the  witness  might  retire  to 
aholher  room;  which  he  did.  Mr.  J^amer  then  oflTered 
the  reiolution  which  haa  been  published,  a  copy  of 
which  I  append  hereto,  which  was  adopted  by  the  com- 
mittee without  objection.  At  this  time  a  proposition  was 
made  that  the  committee  rise,  which  was  objected  to  by 
Mr.  Wise,  to  the  members  of  the  committee,  apart  from 
Mr.  Peyton,  who  gave  as  his  reasons  that  he  wished  to 
retain  Mr.  Peyton  there  in  committee  until  he  M^ould  be- 
come cool;  that  he  apprehended  danger  if,  in  the  state 
of  feeling  in  which  he  (Mr.  P.)  then  was,  the  committee 
should  rise.  Mr.  Whitney  was  recalled,  and  one  or  two 
questions  propounded  to  him.  I  should  have  mentioned 
that  when  Mr.  Whitney  returned,  and  was  informed  of 
the  resolution  which  the  committee  had  adopted,  he  re- 
marked, "that  if  he  had  done  any  thing  which  the 
committee  considered  disrespectful,  he  regretted  it,  and 
apologized." 
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I  think  it  proper  that  I  should  stato  here  that  Mr. 
Whitney,  in  returning^  bia  answer  to  the  interrogatory 
to  the  chatrmdin  of  the  committee,  had,  from  their  situ- 
fttton,  neeeaiarily  to  pasa  by  Mr.  Peyton;  that,  in  doing 
so,  he  threw  his  eyes  upon  him,  with  a  acowl  upon  his 
eoantenanee,  which  I  thought  at  the  time  was  intended 
to  indiotte  that  his  feelings  were  excited.  My  attention 
wfts  drawn  to  Mr.  Whitney  at  this  time,  the  more  par- 
ticularly, from  the  fact  that  1  knew  the  answer  to  this 
interrogatory  involved  the  troth  of  the  remarks  made 
I  by  Mr.  Peyton  in  the  House,  and  -contradicted  in  the 
I  card  of  Mr.  Whitney,  both  of  which  I  had  read  in  the 
newspapers,  i  heard  no  remark  made  by  Mr.  Whitney 
when  the  answer  was  handed  in.  I  thought  Mr.  Whit- 
ney's countenanee  indicated  some  excitement  when  he  first 
resd  the  interrogatory,  and  while  he  was  writing  bis 
•nswer.  I  heard  no  expression  from  him,  however,  by 
vord. 

This  is  my  best  recoHection  of  the  unpleasant  transac- 
tion. I  have  doubtless  omitted  many  circumstances  of 
minor  importance  that  happened,  for  1  do  not  profess  to 
be  able  to  give  them  all.  I  have  given  all,  however, 
that  I  have  a  recollection /of  at  this  moment. 

[The  following  is  the  question  and  answer  referred  to 
io  the  above. 

**  (Question  fifteenth.  Did  you  receive  any  letter  of  rec- 
ommendation from  R.  B.  Taney,  or  did  he  in  any  man- 
aer  countenance  you  in  applying  for  the  agency  contem- 
platedi  or  did  he  positively  refuse  to  recommend,  re- 
ceive, or  countenance  you  in  that  capacitv,  while  he  was 
St  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Departmentf 

**  Answer.  I  decline  anawering  this  interro^tory,  more 
particularly  as  the  individual  propounding  it  has  assert- 
ed, positively  and  publicly,  that  the  substance  of  the 
Istter  part  of  it  ia  true,  beginning  with  *or  did  he,'  &c.{ 
therefore^  being  the  party  accused,  I  am  not  a  proper 
wttnesa.  I  think,  in  justice,  that  the  individual  who  has 
Bude  the  aHegation  ahould  be  called  to  produce  his 
proof. 
*'  The  witness  was  desired  to  withdraw. 
**  Mr.  Hambb  moved  that  the  foregoing  answer  to  the 
fifteenth  question  be  returned  to  the  witness,  being  no 
reply  to  the  interrogatory,  and  disrespectful  to  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee. 

'*  The  witness  being  called  in,  the  chairman  informed 
him  of  the  decision  of  the  committee,  and  returned  him 
his  answer.  The  witness  assured  the  chairman  that,  if 
he  had  been  in  any  manner  disrespectful  to  the  commit- 
tee, he  very  much  regretted  it,  and  apologized  for  if." 

Second  queation  by  Counsel.  What  was  Mr.  Whit- 
ney's general  denManor  as  a  witness  before  the  commit- 
tee(  was  any  indecorum  or  disrespect  on  his  part  to- 
wards the  committee,  or  any  member  of  it,  observed  or 
cooaplained  of,  or  in  any  manner  censured  by  the  com- 
mitieef 

Answer.  I  do  not  feel  prepared  to  say  that,  at  all 
times  during  the  examination  of  Mr.  Whitney  before  the 
ooAmittee*  his  demeanor  was  entirely  unexceptionable. 
On  the  13th  of  January  last,  while  the  committee  had 
under  consideration  the  application  of  Mr.  Whitney, 
who  had  appeared  before  them  as  a  witness,  for  further 
time  to  prepare  for  his  examination,  several  questions 
were  propounded  to  him,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
enable  the  committee  to  decide  upon  his  application, 
his  reply  to  one  of  which  I  thought  disrespectful  to  the 
committee  I  in  which  opinion,  at  the  time,  from  the  ex- 
pressions of  the  members  present,  I  thought  they  unani- 
mously concurred.  Instead  of  responding  to  the  inter- 
■"ogatory,  Mr.  Whitney  replied  that  he  declined  to  an- 
swer any  further  interrogatories  until  his  application 
for  further  time  waa  acted  upon  by  the  committee i  and 
this  was  done,  too,  after  he  had  been  informed  expreas- 
ly  of  the  object  of  the  interrogatoriea.     For  a  full  un- 


derstanding of  this  occurrence,  I  refer  to  the  printed 
journal  of  the  committee  of  that  day,  beginning  at  page 
33,  and  herewith  sent. 

Th'is  course  of  Mr.  Whitney  was  excepted  to  in  the 
committee.  No  decision,  however,  was  made,  and  con- 
aequently  no  notice  taken  of  the  exception  upon  the 
journal  of  that  day.  The  necessity  of  his  answer  was, 
by  the  subsequent  determination  of  the  committee, 
granting  the  time  asked,  obviated.  And  when  after- 
wards the  subject  of  reporting  this  conduct  to  the  House 
was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  committee,  it  was  de- 
cided to  be  unnecessary.  1  recollect  of  no  other  con* 
duct  of  Mr.  Whitney  to  which  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee was  called,  except  his  reply  to  the  interrogatory 
out  of  which  the  difficulty  mentioned  in  my  answer  to  the 
first  interrogatory  grew. 

Third  queation  by  Counsel.  Please  state  whether  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney,  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
unhappy  scene  in  question,  was  or  was  not  cool,  collect- 
ed, and  forbearingi  whether  be  did  or  did  not  OMni- 
fest,  by  word,  deed,  or  gesture,  or  by  what  word,  deed, 
or  gesture,  any  disposition  to  asssult  Mr.  Peyton. 
Pleaae  describe  such  circumstances  of  his  posture  and 
manner  as  may  go  to  show  whether  be  meditated  as- 
sault, or  stood  on  the  defensive  merely. 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  to  ihave  seen  any  act« 
upon  the  part  of  Mr.  Whitney,  except  bis  reply  to  the 
interrogatory,  and  the  scowl  of  countenance  mentioned 
in  my  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory,  which  I  thought 
indicated  any  disposition  to  produce  a  difficulty  upon 
the  oocaaion  alluded  to.  I  saw  no  effort  upon  his  part 
to  du  any  act  of  vioiencet  my  view  of  him,  however, 
during  part  of  the  time,  was  intercepted  by  individuals, 
in  standing  and  passing  between  u%  so  that  I  cannot  say 
he  did  no  act  of  the  sort. 

First  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Did 
or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  endeavor  to  prevent  any  collisioa 
between  Mr.  Peyton  and  R.  M.  Whitney,  by  stepping 
in  between  them,  and  laying  his  hands  upon  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, and  puahing  him  back  fVom  his  position? 

Answer.  Mr.  Wise  did  interpose,  and  I  thought  his 
interposition  very  efficient  in  preventing  violence  upon 
the  occasion  alluded  to  in  this  interrogatory;  and  with 
the  exception  of  the  part  which  he  firat  took  upoh  the 
excitement  of  the  moment,  and  which  I  have  described 
in  my  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory,  and  except,  too,^ 
the  act  of  taking  his  station  on  the  left  of  Mr.  Whitney,' 
be  acted  the  part  of  a  peacemaker.  The  taking  his  sta- 
tion on  the  left  of  Mr.  Whitney,  I  thought,  at  the  mo- 
ment, was  intended  for  the  security  of  Mr.  Peyton, 
whom,  from  the  sudden  manner  of  Mr.  Wise's  move- 
ment in  doing  so,  he  considered  in  danger.  This  was 
the  impression  upon  my  mind  at  the  moment.  I  did  not 
myselr  apprehend  any  such  danger.  I  had  aeen  noth- 
ing to  indicate  it,  but,  as  I  have  remarked,  I  was  not  in 
a  situation  to  see  every  act  that  was  done,  or  might  have 
been  done,  by  Mr.  Whitney;  for,  at  the  instant  when 
Mr.  Wise  started  round  the  table,  Mr.  Peyton  and  Mr. 
Wise,  and  probably  some  other  person^  were  between 
Mr.  Whitney  and  myself. 

Second  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  privately  request  the  members 
of  the  committee  not  to  rise  until  after  a  sufficient  time 
Was  allowed,  after  the  examination  of  R.  M.  Whitney  was 
closed,  to  enable  him  (Whitney)  to  withdraw  from  the 
committee  room,  so  as  to  prevent  the  witness  and  Mr. 
Peyton  being  thrown  together,  without  the  presence  of 
the  committee  to  restrain  them?  And  did  not  Mr.  Wise, 
at  the  time,  declare  that  his  object  was  to  prevent  col- 
lision between  the  parties? 

Answer.  I  answer  in  the  affirmative  throughout,  and 
refer  to  my  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory  propound- 
ed,  for  a  full  response  to  this. 
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Third  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON»  of  Kentucky.  Did 
Mr.  Wise  do  more  than  denounce  the  insolence  of  R. 
M.  Whitney  to  the  committee^  And,  in  attempting  to 
pacify  Mr.  Peyton,  did  he  do  more  than  say  to  him  that 
R.  M.  Whitnpy  was  not  worth  his  notice? 

Answer.  For  answer  to  this  interrogatory,  I  refer  to 
my  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory. 

Fourth  question  of  Mr.  GALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Foyton  treat  R.  M. 
Whitney  with  perfect  respect,  in  his  examination  before 
the  committee,  both  before  and  after  the  difficulty  be- 
tween bim  and  Mr.  Peyton  had  occurred;  and  did  not 
his  examination  occupy  much  time,  and  were  not  most 
of  the  questions  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  after  the 
difficulty  occurred? 

Answer.  I  thought  the  course  of  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr. 
Peyton,  both  before  and  after  the  difficulty  mentioned, 
entirely  respectful.  Mr.  Whitney's  examination  occupied 
some  time  after  the  difficulty,  but  how  long  precisely  I 
do  not  remember.  The  question,  to  the  answer  to 
which  exception  was  taken,  and  out  of  which  this  unfor- 
tunate occurrence  grew,  was  No.  \5\  and  questions  to 
the  number  of  fifty-three  or  more  were  propounded  to 
the  witness  in  his  whole  examination. 

Fifth  question  by  Mr.  GALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Had 
you  or  had  you  not  seen  Mr.  Whitney's  card  in  the 
Globe  of  the  5th  of  January  last,  which  is  as  follows: 

[This  card  is  given  in  Mr.  Fairfield's  testimony.] 

And  do  you  not  know  or  believe  that  Mr.  Peyton  bad 
seen  said  card,  or  was  informed  of  its  contents^  And  did 
not  the  answer  to  the  question  which  preceded  the  dif- 
ficulty involve  the  truth  of  the  charges  which  the  card 
of  Mr.  Whitney  pronounced  to  be  false,  and  for  the  ut- 
tering of  which  he  pronounced  Mr.  Peyton  a  calumni- 
ator? 

Answer.  This  interrogatory  I  answer  in  the  affirma- 
tive Ibroughout. 

First  question  of  Mr.  INGERSOLL.  What  language 
did  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  before  the  interpo- 
sition of  Mr.  Peyton? 

Answer.  I  do  not  understand  what  is  meant  by  the 
'*  intet-positon  of  Mr.  Peyton,"  in  reference  to  this  trans- 
action. I  have  stated,  in  my  answer  to  the  firat  inter- 
rogatory, all  of  the  language  used  by  Mr.  Whitney,  that 
1  now  remember,  and  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  same  was  expressed. 

Second  question  by  Mr.  INGERSOLL.  What  lan- 
guage did  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  after  the 
witness  says  *<  Mr.  Peyton  rose  and  addressed  the  chair- 
man?" 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  any  language  was 
used  by  Mr.  Whitney  at  the  time  mentioned.  Indeed, 
I  recollect  of  no  other  language  used  by  Mr.  Whitney 
during  the  difficulty,  than  what  I  have  stated  in  my  an- 
swer to  the  first  interrogatory. 

Question  by  .Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Peyton  was 
called  to  order  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  for  the 
first  remarks  made  by  him  in  reference  to  Mr.  Whitney, 
did  he  not  take  his  seat,  and  continue  sitting  until  Mr. 
Whitney  rose  and  commenced  speaking? 

Answer.  For  a  full  answer  to  this  interrogatory,  I 
refer  to  my  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory  propound- 
ed to  me,  in  which  I  have  spoken  as  particularly  on  this 
point  as  I  recollect  the  occurrence. 

Second  question  by  Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Peyton 
rose  the  second  time,  did  be  advance  across  a  lijie 
drawn  from  his  chair  towards  the  fireplace,  cutting  him 
off  from  R.  M.  Whitney^  Gould  you,  at  the  instant  of 
time  when  Mr.  Peyton  put  his  hand  to  hia  bosom,  see 
the  right  hsnd  of  Mr.  Whitney?  If  yes,  was  it  not  thrust 
into  his  pocket,  with  his  lel\  foot  advanced? 

Answer.  My  inSpression  is  that  he  did.  My  situation, 
however,  was  such  that  I  could  not  correctly  deler- 


mine  as  to  the  fact.  I  was  at  the  time  sitting  on  the 
sofa,  in  the  rear  of  Mr.  Peyton.  1  did  not  see  Mr. 
Whitney  at  the  moment  when  Mr.  Peyton  put  bis  hand 
in  his  bosom.  Mr.  Peyton  himself,  and  others,  inter- 
cepted my  view  of  Mr.  Whitney. 

Third  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  you  occupy  a  po- 
sition which  enabled  you  to  see  the  offensive  look  or 
scowl  of  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  which  he  cast 
upon  Mr.  Peyton,  if  any,  at  the  time  of  handing  his  an- 
swer to  the  chairman? 

Answer.  I  did;  and  refer  to  my  answer  to  the  firat  in- 
terrogatory for  my  anawer  to  this. 

Fourth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  not  Mr.  Peyton 
complain  that  the  witnes9,  R.  M.  Whitney,  had  insulted 
him  by  his  look  at  the  time? 

Answer.  He  did,  during  some  part  of  his  remarks; 
but  at  what  point  of  time  I  do  not  recollect. 

Finu  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  If  it  had  been  Mr.  Pey* 
ton'a  intention  to  draw  a  weapon  upon  Mr.  Whitney,  bad 
he  not  ample  time  to  do  so? 

Answer.  I  think  he  had. 

Sixth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  What  number  of  inter- 
rogatories were  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  to  the  wit- 
ness, R.  M.  Whitney?  How  many  before  and  how  many 
after  the  question  and  answer  which  gave  rise  to  the 
altercation  alluded  to?  Did  you  apprehend  danger  of 
insult  or  personal  violence  to  said  witness,  when  he  re- 
appeared before  said  committee,  on  the  part  of  either 
Mr.  Wij|s  or  Mr.  Peyton?  State  whether  they,  andeacli 
of  them,  did  not  treat  him  with  the  courtesy  due  a  wit- 
ness, as  well  after  as  before  that  occurrence. 

Answer.  For  answer  to  the  first  branch  of  this  inter- 
rogatory, I  refer  to  my  answer  to  the  sixth  interrogatory 
propounded  to  me  by  Mr.  Galhoon.  I  did  not  appre- 
hend danger  to  Mr.  Whitney,  from  any  quarter,  upon 
his  return  to  the  committee  room.  The  treatment  of 
Mr.  Whitney,  by  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton,  both  before 
and  after  this  difference,  was  respectful,  so  far  as  1  ob- 
served. 

Seventh  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Waa  there  not  a  rule 
of  the  committee  that  all  questions  should  be  reduced  to 
writing,  and  propounded  through  the  chairman  to  wit- 
ness, if  not  objected  to  by  a  member  of  the  committee; 
and  that  all  answers  of  witness  should  be  returned  in 
writing,  through  the  same  channel?  And  was  it  not  re- 
marked by  Mr.  Peyton,  that  the  witness  must  answer  in 
writing,  and  that  he  should  not  address  the  committee  in 
any  other  way  ? 

Answer.  There  is  such  a  rule  as  referred  to  in  this 
interrogatory;  and,  for  my  reply  to  the  balance  of  the 
question,  I  refer  to  my  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory. 

Eighth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Had  or  had  not  said 
witness  refused  to  answer  several  questions  put  to  him 
by  Mr.  Peyton,  before  the  one  above  alluded  to,  char- 
acterizing them  as  inquisitorial,  which  questions  had 
been  decided  by  the  committee  as  proper  to  be  pro- 
pounded ? 

Answer.  He  had  refused  to  answer  several  queations, 
characterizing  them  as  inquisitorial,  which  were  permit- 
ted to  be  put  by  the  committee.  The  question  of  com- 
pelling an  answer  was  reserved  for  the  future  considera- 
tion of  the  committee,  as  1  understood,  if  the  witness 
shonld  object  to  anawering  it. 

First  qu'-stion  by  Committee.  Was  or  was  not  the  de- 
portment of  Mr.  Peyton  that  of  a  man  who  did  not  intend 
to  make  an  attack,  but  desired  to  deter  another,  and 
make  him  desist  from  insulting  remark  and  conduct? 

Answer.  I  am  unable  to  say  what  the  intention  of  Mr. 
Peyton  was  upon  the  occasion  alluded  to  in  this  inter- 
rogatory. I  have  described,  as  fully  as  I  am  able  to  do, 
the  acta  of  Mr.  Peyton,  in  my  answer  to  the  first  inter- 
rogatory propounded  to  me. 

Second  question  hy  Committee.  What  was  the  ques- 
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tJon  p.ut  to  BIr.  Wbitney»  and  bii  answer  thereto,  to 
which  you  refer  in  your  answer  to  the  first  interrogato- 
ry} and  what  was  the  vote  of  the  committee,  also  refer- 
red to  by  you  in  your  answer  to  the  same  interrogatory; 
snd  will  you  now  set  this  forth,  to  be  received  in  con- 
nexion with,  and  as  part  of,  your  answer  to  said  inter- 
rogatory? 

Answer.  I  have  appended  to  my  answer  to  the  first 
interrogatory  a  copy,  which  I  believe  to  be  correct,  of 
the  queation  and  answer  referred  to;  and,  also,  a  copy, 
from  the  journal  of  the  committee,  of  the  motion  made 
snd  sdopted  by  the  committee {  and  here  state  that  there 
was  no  objection  made  in  committee  to  its  adoption. 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  be  propounded 
to  this  witness,  the  Hon.  Raksom  il.  Gii.let,  of  New 
York,  was  called  on  the  stand. 

Mr.  QilUTs  Tsstimoni/, 

First  question  by  ihe  Counsel  for  the  accused.  Please 
state  all  ihe  circumstances  attending  the  dispute  and  dis- 
order that  occurred  before  the  select  committee  whereof 
Mr.  Garland  is  chairman,  on  Wednesday,  the  25th  of 
JsHuary;  and  state  particularly  all  that  was  said  and  done 
by,  and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct  of,  R.  M. 
Whitney,  as  a  witness  attending  the  committee,  and 
Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton,  as  members  of  that  commit- 
tee, and  ail  that  occurred  on  that  occasion. 

Answer.  I  have  heard  the  answer  of  Mr.  Fairfield  to 
this  interrogatory,  and  recollect  the  facts  stated  by  him, 
and  think  they  are  truly  stated;  and  I  adopt  his  answer 
thereto  as  a  part  of  my  own.  J  think  other  words  re- 
flecting upon  Mr.  Whitney  were  used  by  both  Mr.  Wise 
and  Mr.  Peyton,  but  I  cannot  call  to  mind  any  that  I  am 
certain  were  spoken  before  Mr.  W^hitney  retired  from 
the  committee  room. 

[The  remaining  portion  of  the  witness's  reply  was  sim- 
ilar to  th»t  of  Mr.  Fairfield  to  the  same  query.] 

Second  question  by  Counsel.  What  was  Mr.  Whit- 
ney's general  demeanor  as  a  witness  before  the  commit- 
tee? Was  any  indecorum  or  disrespect,  on  his  part, 
towards  the  committee,  or  any  member  of  it,  observed 
or  complained  of,  or  in  any  manner  censured  by  the 
committee-? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  any  indecorum  or  disrespect,  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Whitney,  towar4s  the  committee,  or  any 
member  thereof,  unless  his  written  answer  is  deemed 
disrespectful.  I  never  heard  of  any  complaint,  by  any 
member  of  the  committee,  of  his  treating  the  committee, 
or  any  of  its  members,  with  indecorum  or  disrespect.  I 
am  not  aware  of  his  being  censured  by  the  committee, 
unless  the  returning  of  the  answer  referred  to  is  constru- 
ed to  be  censuring  him. 

Third  question  by  Counsel.  Please  state  whether  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney,  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
unhappy  scene  in  question,  was  or  was  not  cool,  collect- 
ed, and  forbearing;  whether  he  did  or  did  not  manifest, 
by  word,  deed,  or  gesture,  or  by  what  word,  deed,  or 
gesture,  any  disposition  to  assault  Mr.  Peyton.  Please 
describe  such  circumstances  of  his  posture  and  manner 
ss  may  go  to  show  whether  he  meditated  assault,  or 
stood  on  Ihe  defensive  merely. 

Answer.  Tue  conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney  was,  as  far  as 
I  observed  it,  cool,  collected,  and  forbearing.  I  neither 
saw  nor  heard  any  thing,  on  his  part,  by  word,  deed,  or 
gesture,  manifesting  a  disposition  to  assault  Mr.  Pey- 
ton. 

First  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Did 
or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  endeavor  to  prevent  any  collision 
between  Mr.  Peyton  and  R.  M.  Whitney,  by  s'epping 
in  between  them,  and  laying  his  hands  upon  Mr*  Peyton, 
and  pushing  him  back  from  hit  position? 

Answer.  Mr.  Wise  did  endeavor  to  pacify  Mr.  Peyton, 
and  stepped  between  him  and  Mr.  Whitney,  as  1  have 
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heretofore  mentioned,  and  I  think  put  his  hand  on  him 
while  doing  so.  1  did  not  observe  tiiat  he  pushed  him 
back  from  his  position. 

Second  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  privately  request  the  members 
of  the  committee  not  to  rise  until  after  a  sufficient  time 
was  allowed,  after  the  examination  of  R.  M.  Whitney 
was  closed,  to  enable  him  (Whitney)  to  withdraw  from 
the  committee  room,  so  as  to  prevent  the  witness  and 
Mr.  Peyton  being  thrown  together,' without  the  presence 
of  the  committee  to  restrain  them?  And  did  not  Mr. 
Wise,  at  the  time,  declare  that  his  object  was  to  prevent 
collision  between  the  parties? 

Answer.  I  have  some  indistinct  recollection  of  some 
person  making  the  suggestion  alluded  to,  but  I  cannot 
state  by  whom  it  was  made,  nor  its  exact  purport. 

Third  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  Mr.  Wise  do  more  than  denounce  the  insolence  of 
R.  M.  Whitney  to  the  committee?  And,  in  attempting 
to  pacify  Mr.  Peyton,  did  he  do  more  than  say  to  him 
that  R.  M.  Whitney  was  not  worth  his  notice? 

Answer.  As  to  what  Mr.  Wise  did  or  said,  I  refer  to 
my  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory. 

Fourth  question  of  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton  treat  R.  M. 
Whitney  with  perfect  respect,  in  his  examination  before 
the  committee,  both  before  and  after  the  difiiculty  be- , 
tween  him  and  Mr.  Peyton  had  occurred}  and  did  not  his 
examination  occupy  much  time;  and  were  not  most  of 
the  questions  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  afler  the  diffi- 
culty occurred? 

Answer.  I  am  unaware  of  Mr.  Peyton  or  Mr.  Wise 
treating  Mr.  Whitney  with  disrespect  while  he  was  be- 
fore the  committee,  before  or  after  the  difficulty.  His 
examination  occupied  considerable  time,  much  oT  which 
was  occupied  in  writing  out  and  settling  questions  to  be 
put  to  him.  Most  of  the  questions  were  put  after  the 
difficulty. 

Fifth  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Had 
you  or  had  you  not  seen  Mr.  Whitney's  card  in  the 
Globe  of  the  5th  of  January  last,  which  is  as  follows: 

[Heretofore  inserted  in  Mr.  Fairfield's  testimony.] 

Answer.  I  saw  Mr.  Whitney's  card  in  the  Globe  of 
the  5th  of  January.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Peyton  had 
seen  it.  For  answer  to  the  latter  part  of  this  interroga- 
tory, I  refer  to  the  card  quoted  in  it,  and  to  the  question 
and  answer  referred  to,  which  speak  for  themselves. 

First  question  of  Mr.  INGERSOLL.  What  language 
did  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  before  the  interpo- 
sition of  Mr.  Peyton? 

Answer.  I  am  not  aware  that  Mr.  Whitney  used  any 
language  immediately  before  the  difficulty  with  Mr. 
Peyton.  . 

Second  question  by  Mr.  INGERSOLL.  What  lan- 
guage did  Mr.  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  after  the 
witness  says  <*  Mr.  Peyton  rose  and  addressed  the  chair- 
man?" 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  language  used  by  Mr. 
Whitney,  after  preparing  his  answer,  but  what  I  have 
stated  in  my  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory,  wherein 
he  claimed  the  j^rotection  of  the  committee  while  be- 
fore it. 

First  question  by  Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Peyton  was 
called  to  order  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  for  the 
first  remarks  made  by  him  in  reference  to  Mr.  Whitney, 
did  he  not  take  his  seat,  and  continue  sitting  until  Mr. 
Whitney  rose  and  commenced  speaking? 

Answer.  I  think  he  did  not. 

Second  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Peyton 
rose  the  second  time,  did  he  advance  across  a  line  drawn 
from  his  chair  towards  the  fireplace,  cutting  him  off* 
from  R.  M.  Whitney?  Could  you,  at  the  instant  of  lime 
when  Mr.  Peyton  put  bis  hand  to  his  bosom,  see  the 
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right  hand  of  Mr.  Whitney?  IF,  yes,  was  it  not  thrust 
Into  bis  pocket,  with  the  left  foot  adranced.^ 

Answer.  I  think  he  did.  At  the  time  Mr.  Peyton  put 
his  hand  to  his  bosom,  I  think  I  could  have  seen  Mr. 
Whitney,  but  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  seen  his 
band  thrust  Into,  his  pocket,  or  that  his  left  foot  was  ad- 
vanced. 

Third  question  of  Mr.  BET«L.  Did  you  occupy  a  posi- 
tion which  enabled  you  to  see  the  oifensive  look  or 
scowl  of  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  which  he  cast 
upon  Mr.  Peyton,  if  any,  at  the  time  of  handing  his  an- 
swer to  the  chairman? 

Answer.  I  did;  but  noticed  none. 

Fourth  question  of  Mr.  BELL-  Did  not  Mr.  Peyton 
complain  tiiat  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  had  insulted 
him  by  his  look  at  the  time? 

Answer.  1  did  not  hear  Mr.  Peyton,  at  the  time,  com- 
plain that  Mr.  Whitney  had  insulted  him  by  his  look. 

Fifth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  If  it  had  been  Mr.  Pey- 
ton's intention  to  draw  a  weapon  upon  Mr.  Whitney,  had 
be  not  ample  time  to  do  so? 

Answer.  If  the  weapon  was  easily  drawn,  I  should 
think  he  had. 

Sixth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  What  number  of  inter- 
rogatories were  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  to  the  wit- 
ness, R.  M.  Whitney?  How  many  before  and  how 
many  after  the  question  and  answer  which  gave  rise  to 
'  the  altercation  alluded  to?  Did  you  apprehend  danger 
of  insult  or  personal  violence  to  said  witness,  when  he 
reappeared  before  said  committee,  on  the  part  of  either 
Mr.  Wise  or  Mr.  Peyton?  State  whether  they,  and  each 
of  them,  did  not  treat  him  with  the  courtesy  due  a  wit- 
ness, as  well  after  as  before  that  occurrence. 

Answer.  I  think  Mr.  Peyton  proposed  fifty-three  or 
more  questions  in  his  examination  after  his  protest,  and 
the  difficulty  occurred  on  the  answer  to  the  15ih.  Both 
before  and  after  the  difficulty,  while  before  the  commit- 
tee, both  Mr.  Peyton  and  Mr.  Wise  treated  Mr.  Whit- 
ney respectfully.  After  Mr.  Whitney  returned  before 
the  committee,  I  thought  the  excited  feelings  of  Mr. 
Peyton  and  Mr.  Wise  were  so  much  allayed  that  I  did 
not  apprehend  danger  of  insult  or  personal  violence  to 
him. 

Seventh  queation  of  Mr.  BELL.  Was  there  not  a  rule 
of  the  committee  that  all  questions  should  be  reduced 
to  writing,  and  propounded  through  the  chairman  to 
witness,  if  not  objected  to  by  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee; and  that  all  answers  of  witness  should  be  returned 
in  writing  through  the  same  channel?  And  was  it  not  re- 
marked by  Mr.  Peyton  that  the  witness  must  answer  in 
writing,  and  that  he,should  not  address  the  committee  in 
any  other  way? 

Answer.  There  was  such  a  rule  as  is  referred  to.  The 
only  remark  of  the  kind  made  by  Mr.  Peyton  is  given 
in  my  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory. 

Eighth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Had  or  had  not  said 
witness  refused  to  answer  several  questions  put  to  him 
by  Mr.  Peyton,  before  the  one  above  alluded  to,  charac- 
terizing them  as  inquisitorial,  which  questions  had  been 
decided  by  the  committee  as  proper  to  be  propounded? 

Answer.  Before  the  difficulty,  1  believe  Mr.  Whitney 
bad  refused  to  answer  some  six  or  eight  of  Ihe'interrog- 
stories;  and  a  portion  of  them,  he  alleged,  were  of  an  in- 
quisitorial character,  and  therefore  declined  to  answer 
them.  Previously  to  the  difficulty,  seven  questions  had 
been  proposed  that  evening,  three  of  which  he  answer- 
ed, three  he  declined  to  answer,  and  to  the  last  one  he 
gave  the  response  which  immediately  preceded  the  dif- 
ficulty. No  questions  were  propounded  except  by  the 
consent  of  the  committee. 

First  question  by  Committee.  Was  or  was  not  the  de- 
portment of  Mr.  Peyton  that  of  a  man  who  did  not  in- 
*•""'  *'^  ■^•ke  »n  attack,  but  desired  to  deter  another. 


and  make  him  desist  from  insulting  remark  and  con- 
duct? 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  any  fact,  not  already  given* 
going  to  show  what  Mr.  Peyton  desired  to  accomplish 
by  his  acts  and  words. 

Second  question  by  Committee.  What  was  the  ques- 
tion put  to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  his  answer  thei^eto,  to 
which  you  refer  in  your  answer  to  the  first  interrogato- 
ry; and'  what  was  the  vote  of  the  committee,  also  refer- 
red to  by  you  in  your  answer  to  the  same  interrogatory; 
and  will  you  now  set  them  forth,  to  be  received  in  con- 
nexion with,  and  as  part  of,  your  answer  to  said  inter- 
rogatory ' 

Answer.  The  question  put  was  as  follows:  *'  Did 
you  receive  any  letter  of  recommend:ition  from  R.  B. 
Taney,  or  did  he  in  any  manner  countenance  or  encour- 
age you  in  applying  for  the  agency  contempUted;  or 
did  he  positively  refuse  to  recommend,  receive,  or 
countenance  you  in  that  capacity,  while  he  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Treasury  Department?. 

'*  Answer.  I  decline  answering  this  interrogatory, 
more  particularly  as  the  individual  propounding  it  has 
asserted,  positively  and  publicly,  that  the  substance  of 
the  latter  part  of  it  is  true,  beginning  with,  *  or  did  he,' 
&c. ;  therefore,  being  the  party  accused,  I  am  not  a  prop- 
er witness.  1  think,  in  justice,  that  the' individual  who 
has  made  the  allegation  should  be  called  upon  to  pro- 
duce his  proof. 

'*  The  witness  was  desired  to  withdraw. 

"  Mr.  Haxsr  moved  that  the  foregoing  answer  to  the 
15th  question  be  returned  to  the  witness,  being  no  reply 
to  the  interrogatory,  and  disrespectful  to  a  member  of 
the  committee." 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  be  propounded 
to  Mr.  GiLLKT,  and  all  the  witnesses  summoned  having 
been  examined — 

Mr.  GHOLSON  then  moved  that  a  subpoena  be  issued 
for  the  Hon.  James  Garlahd,  that  he  might  be  furnish- 
ed with  the  same  interrogatories  which  had  been  fur- 
nished to  the  other  witnesses. 

Mr.  GARLAND  replied,  that  it  would  be  unnecessa- 
ry to  issue  a  subpoena^  as  he  would  be  in  attendance  up- 
on the  House  the  whole  time  of  its  sessions. 

Mr.  Garlaud  was  then  sworn,  and  furnished  with  in- 
terrogatories, so  that  he  might  have  his  answers  prepa- 
red by  the  next  day. 

Mr.  WISE  would  make  an  additional  sufrgestion.  As 
he  understood  the  counsel  for  the  accused  had  no  other 
witnesses  to  be  called  and  sworn,  he  would  inquire  if 
the  committee  for  the  House  had  any;  if  they  had,  he 
would  suggest  that  they  might  be  called  and  sworn,  and 
these  same  interrogatories  given  to  them,  so  that  they 
might  have  their  answers  prepared. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  said  the  committee  had  just  called  the 
only  witness  they  proposed  to  examine. 

Mr.  THOMAS  observed  tbat  the  counsel  for  the  ac- 
cused were  about  making  an  application  for  other  wit- 
nesses to  be  summoned. 

Mr.  WISE  wished  to  inquire  if.  When  the  accused 
had  done  calling  his  witnesses,  and  when  the  witnesses 
which  had  been  called  by  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  House  w^re  examined,  his  friend  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Psttor]  and  himself  would  be  permitted  to  call 
witnesses  in  their  defence. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  he  might  have  misconstrued  the 
duties  of  the  committee,  but  he  would  state  what  be 
considered  their  duties  to  be.  He  looked  upon  the 
committee  in  the  light  of  a  prosecuting  attorney  on  the 
part  of  the  House;  and  after  the  counsel  for  the  accused 
should  have  closed  their  lestimony,  it  would  be  the  du- 
ty of  the  committee  to  produce  to  the  House  oral  or 
written  evidence  in  support  of  the  charge  made  against 
tbe  accused;  and  the  committee  would  take  it  as  a  favor 
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if  the  two  honorable  gentlemen  [Mr.  Psttoh  and  Mr. 
Wisx]  would  aid  them  by  furnishing  the  committee  with 
the  names  of  such  witnesses  as  they  might  desire  to  have 
summoned,  or  bring  to  their  notice  such  written  testi- 
mony as  might  have  a  bearing  upon  the  case. 

Mr.  WISE  wished  to  say,  with  perfect  respect  to  the 
committee  of  the  House,  and  he  wished  to  be  distinctly 
understood  when  he  said,  with  perfect  respect  to  the 
committee,  that  he  had  had  no  part  or  lot  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  accused;  and  he  would  state  to  the  House, 
that  he  never  would  be  caught  in  being  a  prosecutor  in 
any  case,  unless  called  upon  by  the  laws  of  the  land  to 
do  so.  He  should  neither  assist,  aid,  abet,  or  counsel,  in 
this  prosecution;  and  he  only  asked,  not  that  he  might 
be  permitted  to  call  witnesses  there  to  testify  against  any 
man,  but  that  be  might  be  permitted  to  call  witnesses  to 
testify  to  the  truth  touching  his  own  conduct.  He  only 
desired  to  call  witnesses  as  a  defence  of  himself.  He 
would  despise  the  calling  witnesses  as  a  prosecutori  he 
would  scorn  it.  He  had  not  voted,  either  in  the  com- 
mittee or  ip  the  House,  in  the  case  of  this  man,  nor  would 
be  testify  in  the  case.  All  he  would  ask  of  gentlemen 
would  be  to  allow  him  the  poor  privilege  of  exam- 
ing  witnesses  in  his  own  defence^  snd  he  wss  willing  to 
stand  or  fall  by  the  testimony  which  would  be  given,  as 
be  knew  .that  he  could  be  convicted  of  nothing,  except- 
ing it  was  that  he  had  sworn  some  oaths;  and  in  extenu- 
ation of  that  he  had  only  to  say  that  he  was  following 
the  example  of  those  who  were  in  the  highest  situations; 
be  was  but  making  use  of  court  language;  and  if  any 
H^entlenan  wished  to  hear  a  specimen  of  this  kind  of 
language,  all  he  had  to  do  was  to  go  to  the  White  House 
and  speak  of  the  Florida  campaign.  He  repeated  that 
be  wished  to  call  witnesses  to  justify  himself,  not  to 
prosecute  any  man. 

Mr.  THOMAS  expressed  a  wish  to  ssv  a  very  few 
words* 

The  CHAIR  said  the  whole  of  this  conversation  was 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  THOMAS  bad  but  a  word  or  two  to  say.  Wheth- 
er the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  or  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  or  any  other  member  of  that  House,  might 
wish  to  adduce  testimony  in  vindication  of  those  two 
l^entlemen,  as  implicated  in  this  investigation,  or  with 
whatever  other  motive  they  might  think  proper  to  fur- 
nish the  committee  with  written  testimony  or  oral  testi- 
mony, it  was  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  bring  that 
evidence  in  for  the  consideration  of  counsel.  The 
House  had  felt  itself  too  numerous  and  too  unwieldy  to 
make  its  argument,  in  the  form  of  an  issue  between  any 
parties,  snd  thought  proper  that  tKe  duty  should  devolve 
on  a  smaller  number.  He  again  repeated,  that  without 
inquiry  into  the  motives  with  which  the  gentlemen  bring 
testimony  forward,  >Ir.  T.,  as  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee, would  be  glad  himself  to  concur. 

The  CHAIR  must  Interpose  again.  There  was  no 
'proposition  before  the  House.  Is  the  counsel  for  the 
accused  prepared  to  proceed  further? 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  it  was  proper  for  himself  that 
neither  he  nor  any  other  member  of  the  select  commit- 
tee should  have  any  thing  further  to  do  with  this  prose- 
cution. He  should  have  availed  himself,  he  said,  of  an 
earlier  opportunity  of  asking  to  be  excused  from  attend- 
ing on  the  committee  of  examination,  but  that  he  had 
been  almost  continually  occupied  on  the  select  commit- 
tee. He  had,  however,  taken  no  part  in  the  mansgement 
of  this  examination,  and  had  not  voted  on  that  day  on 
any  one  question  brought  before  the  House,  in  relation 
to  the  subject.  Under^hese  circumstances,  he  asked 
the  House  to  excuse  him  from  serving  on  th6  former 
committee. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND.  It  is  not  worth  while  to  dis- 
charge  him  now,  as  their  duties  must  be  nearly  at  an 
end. 


Mr.  L.  was,  however,  excused  by  the  House. 
Mr.  Whitney  was  then  conducted  from  the  bar;  and. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BOND, 
The  House  adjourned. 

Satubdat,  Februabt  18. 

CASE  OF  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

After  the  reception  of  some  resolutions  of  inquiry. 
The  House  resumed  the  examination  of  evidence  in 
the  case  of  R.  M.  Whitney. 

Thaiimony  of  the  Hon,  J.  L.  Martin, 

Fifteenth  question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Have  yQu,  or  any 
other  person,  to  your  knowledge,  had  any  conversation 
with  the  said  R.  M.  Whitney  since  the  occurrence  in 
the  committee?  If  so,  did  he  inform  you  then  that  he 
was  alarmed,  and  that  his  fears  had  induced  him  to  take 
the  course  which  he  has  done  in  this  matter?  Slate  all 
he  said  in  relation  to  his  fears,  or  the  motives  which  in- 
duced his  course  upon  this  occasion. 

Answer.  I  have  had  no  conversation  whatever  with 
Mr.  Whitney  since  the  time  alluded  to  in  this  interroga- 
tory, that  I  now  remember  of,  and  certainly  none  upon 
the  subject  mentioned. 

Sixth  question  by  Mr.  PEYTON.  When  did  you  first 
see  the  written  statement  of  Mr.  Fairfield,  which  he 
presented  to  this  House  in  answer  to  the  first  interroga- 
tory propounded  to  him,  or  the  substance  of  the  same? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  the  day  on  which  I  first 
saw  the  statement  alluded  to;  it  was,  T  think,  shortly  after 
Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton  made  their  ststements  of  the 
occurrences  of  the  25tb  of  Janusry,  before  the  select 
committee  mentioned  in  this  examination,  to  the  House, 
at  which  time  I  understood  that  they  called  upon  the 
members  of  the  committee  to  make  their  statement  of 
the  occurrence.    I  was  not  present  at  the  time. 

Seventh  question  of  the  Counsel  for  the  accused.  Did 
Mr.  Wise,  at  any  time,  and  when  and  where,  state  what 
was  his  purpose  in  going  around  the  table,  and  placing 
himself  near  the  accused,  as  stated  in  your  answer  to  the 
first  interrogatory?  If  yes,  what  did  he  ssy  was  hit 
purpose?  And  was  the  statement  of  Mr.  Wise,  as  to  hit 
purpose  in  that  movement,  before  or  after  the  accused's 
testimony  before  the  committee  had  been  closed? 

Answer.  I  heard  Mr.  Wise  speaking  of  this  subject  in 
the  committee  room;  but,  as  to  the  day,  I  am  unable  to 
specify;  nor  am  I  able  to  say  whether  it  was  before  or 
after  the  examination  of  Mr.  Whitney  was  closed.  I  un- 
derstood Mr.  Wise  to  say  that  his  object  in  going  round 
the  table,  near  to  Mr.  Whitney,  was  to  be  able,  if  Mr. 
Whitney  attempted  \o  use  a  weapon  upon  Mr.  Peyton, 
to  protect  him  from  injury.  I  understood  h\m  to  say, 
that  if  it  had  been  rendered  necessary  for  Mr.  Peyton's 
safety,  he  would  have  taken  Mr.  Whitney's' life.  He 
also  stated  that  Mr.  Whitney  had  his  hand  in  hif  pocket, 
for  the  purpose,  as  he  supposed,  of  drawing  a  weapon, 
seeing  which,  induced  him  to  pass  round  the  table,  as 
above  stated. 

Sixteenth  question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Had  you  not  form- 
ed and  expressed  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Whitney's  con- 
duct had,  prior  to  the  night  of  this  occurrence,  been 
contemptuous,  and  such  as  to  show  a  disposition  to  trifle 
with  the  committee?  Had  you  not  been  inclined  to  vote 
to  report  him  to  the  House  for  contempt?  Did  you 
not  think  and  say  that  he  had  reiterated  the  word  <*  in- 
quisitorial" offensively,  and  bad  unnecessarily  rung 
every  change  upon  it,  as  if  it  was  a  new  word  to  him,  of 
which  he  seemed  fond;  and  did  you  not  concur  with  Mr. 
Wise  that  night,  in  the  expression  that  his  insolence  to 
the  committee  was  no  longer  sufferable? 

Answer.  I  did  not  consider  Mr.  Whitney's  course  re- 
spectful to  the  committee  at  all  times  prior  to  the  occur- 
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rence  alluded  to,  and  particularly  during^  the  pendency 
of  his  application  for  further  time  to  prepare  for  his  ex- 
amination, and  to  make  his  return  to  the  call  made  upon 
bim  by  the  subpoena  duces  tecum;  and,  as  a  full  answer  to 
this  part  of  this  interrogatory,  I  refer  to  my  answer  to 
question  numbf  r  two,  propounded  to  me. 

I  did  express  the  opinion  that  I  thought  he  made  too 
free  a  use  of  the  word  **  inquisitorial*'  m  his  answer  to 
the  interrogatories  of  the  committee.  I  thought  the 
word  unnecessary  in  his  answers;  that  his  simple  state- 
ment that  he  declined  to  answer  the  interrogatory,  which 
1  believe  followed  the  word  "  inquisitorial"  in  every  an- 
swer, was  sufficient)  and  that,  if  be  desired  to  give  his 
reasons  for  declining  to  answer,  a  less  offensive  word 
might  have  been  used,  and  his  meaning  be  as  well  un- 
derstood. I  did  think  his  conduct,  upon  the  night  al- 
luded to,  was  very  objectionable,  and  so  expre*>sed  my- 
self. .^ 

Question  by  Mr.  ALFORD.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you 
any  reason  to  believe,  that  Reuben  M.  Whitney  premed- 
itated an  insult  to  the  committee,  or  any  member  there- 
of, whenever  he  should  be  called  before  them;  and  do 
you  know,  or  have  you  any  reason  to  believe,  that  he 
armed  himself  in  anticipation  of  that  event? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  any  thing  upon  the  subject  of 
this  inquiry. 

Question  by  the  Counsel.  When  you  speak  of  Mr. 
Whitney's  disrespectful  conduct,  in  your  answer  to  a 
preceding  interrogatory,  do  you  refer  to  matters  appear- 
ing on  the  journal,  or  to  any  other  indications  of  disre- 
spect, in  manner  or  language,  except  what  is  there  to  be 
found?  If  to  any  other,  please  specify  them.  If  to  mat- 
ters appearing  on  the  journal,  please  refer  to  the  pages 
of  the  printed  journal  now  in  evidence,  for  the  passages 
evincing  such  disrespect  or  improprieties. 

Answer.  In  my  answer  to  the  second  interrogatory 
propounded  to  me,  I  have  pointed  out  the  page  of  the 
journal  upon  which,  and  the  one  following,  the  objec- 
tionable part  of  his  conduct  is  shown,  and  in  that  answer 
particularly  referred  to;  they  are  pages  23  and  24.  To 
this  I  mainly  refer  as  the  ground  of  exception,  as  stated  in 
each  of  my  answers  to  the  interrogatories  upon  this  sub- 
ject, except  as  to  my  answer  to  the  interrogatory  pro- 
pounded this  morning,  in  which  1  refer  lo  his  use  of  the 
term  "inquisitorial,"  and  his  reply  to  the  interrogatory 
out  of  which  the  difficulty  spoken  of  in  this  inquiry  grew. 
1  heard  nothing  from  Mr.  Whitney,  by  word,  to  which  I 
took  exception.  I  thought  his  deportment  at  times 
somewhat  objectionable,  and  particularly  upon  the  oc- 
casion of  returning  his  answer  to  the  fifteenth  interrog- 
atory, as  mentioned  in  my  answer  to  the  last  interrog- 
atory. 

I  refer  to  the  statement  of  the  journal  of  the  commit- 
tee, at  page  23,  eight  lines  from  the  bottom,  and  thence 
the  balance  of  the  page;  and  from  the  top  of  page  24 
down  to  the  paragraph  beginning  with  the  words,  •*  A 
letter  from  John  P.  Van  Ness;"  also,  to  page  84,  from 
the  top  to  the  notice  of  the  adjournment  of  the  commit- 
tee. F  also  refer  to  the  answers  of  Mr.  Whitney,  in  his 
examination  before  the  select  committee,  in  which  the 
term  '■ '  inquisitorial"  is  used.  [See  pages  of  the  journal 
81,  82,  and  83.] 

Mr.  Martiit  was  then  discharged  from  the  stand. 

Mr.  PEYTON  rose,  he  said,  to  submit  a  proposition  to 
the  House,  which  he  trusted  would  be  assented  to. 

The  CHAIR  remnrked  that  there  was  another  witness 
who  had  been  summoned,  yet  to  be  examined;  after 
which  tTie  gentleman's  proposition  might  be  in  order. 

Mr.  PEYTON  said  he  had  to  retire  to  the  performance 
of  the  duties  of  the  select  committee  of  which  he  was  a 
member;  and  he  wished  first  to  submit  his  motion,  be- 
cause it  was  to  facilitate  the  labors  of  that  committee, 
and  enable  them  to  make  their  report.     He  then  sent  to 


the  Chair  the  question  and  the  resolution  be  proposed  to 
submit,  to  be  read  for  the  information  of  the  House,  giv- 
ing notice  that  if  any  objection  were  made  he  should 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  Reuben  M.  Whitney  be  directed  to  an- 
swer, upon  oath,  before  the  House,  or  before  the  select 
committee  of  which  the  honorable  James  Garland  it  chair- 
man, the  following  interrogatory: 

Interrogatory.  Was  or  was  not  Amos  Kendall,  Post- 
master General,  the  author  of  the  letter  referred  to  in 
the  following  communication,  made  by  yourself,  to  the 
President  of  the  Bank  at  Burlington,  Vermont,  which  is 
as  follows: 

"  With  this  I  forward  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  written 
by  a  person  residing  here,  high  in  the  confidence  of  the 
Executive,  to  some  friends  in  -New  York  and  Boston. 
This  will  explain  to  you  more  fully  the  object  of  the 
agency,  and  the  duties  which  will  appertain  to  it. 

« I  communicate  this  with  the  request  that  it  may  be 
considered  as  especially  communicated  to  you  individu- 
ally, but  to  be  read  to  the  board,  and  to  be  treated  in 
the  same  manner  as  all  things  should  be  connected  with 
the  transactions  of  the  board  of  directors  of  a  bank." 

The  letter,  which  was  anonymous,  is  as  follows: 

«  WiiHiKOTOv,  November  8, 1834. 

<<Deib  Sib:  You  will  recollect  that  there  is  a  pro- 
vision in  the  contracts  between  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment and  the  deposite  banks,  by  which  they  undertake 
to  pay  each  their  due  proportion  of  the  compensation  of 
such  agent,  to  superintend  their  operations,  as  might  be 
appointed  by  the  Secretary,  and  that  R.  M.  Whitney, 
Esq.  obtained  the  recommendation  of  the  deposite- 
banks  in  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  for  that 
agency. 

'^  The  near  approach  of  the  session  of  Congress  at  that 
time  was  thought  to  render  it  inexpedient  to  make  an 
appointment  under  such  circumstances,  although  every 
one  acquainted  with  the  matter  acknowledges  its  im- 
portance. 

«  This  posture  of  affairs  makes  it  desirable  that  the 
banks  themselves  should  take  steps  to  secure  all  the  ben- 
efits to  themselves,  and  as  far  as  practicable  to  the  pub- 
lic, which  were  anticipated  from  that  arrangement.  It 
may  be  done  by  each  bank  appointing  its  own  agent, 
but  all  of  them  the  tame  person,  to  reside  at  the  seat  of 
Government,  and  travel  when  necessary  to  interchange 
information,-  make  suggestions,  and  produce  consert  in 
relation  to  the  currency  and  domestic  exchanges,  at  well 
as  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government.  I  am  per- 
suaded that  the  State  banks,  whether  depositories  for  the 
public  funds  or  not,  would  derive  great  benefits  from 
such  an  organ  of  intercommunication. 

**  The  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I 
know,  view  the  subject  in  the  same  light  that  I  do,  and 
will  be  gratified  if  the  banks  will  establish  such  an 
agency;  and,  from  his  talents,  experience  and  fidelity, 
nu  appointment  would  be  more  acceptable  to  them  than 
that  of  Mr.  Whitney,  who  has  already  been  recommend- 
ed to  the  Department. 

'*  My  object  in  addressing  you  is  to  solicit  your  aid, 
particularly  with  the  deposite  banks  in  Boston,  in  first 
effecting  the  general  object  of  establishing  an  agency, 
which  is  of  primary  importance,  and  then  in  selecting 
Mr.  Whitney  as  their  agent.  I  know  of  no  man  in  the 
United  States  who  has  the  capacity  and  disposition  to 
serve  them  more  eflSciently." 

If  said  Kendall  is  not  the  author  of  said  letter,  who 
is? 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  in  order  to  offer  this  prop- 
osition while  a  witness  was  under  examination. 

Mr.  PEYTON  merely  wished  that  the  witness,  Whlt- 
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ney»  might  answer  the  Snterrogfttory  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  or  in  the  committee  room. 

The  CHAIR  repeated  his  decision,  that  the  proposi- 
tion could  not  be  entertained  at  that  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedingrfl. 

Mr.  PEYTON  accordingly  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  for  the  purpose  of  propounding  the  inquiry  as  to 
who  was  the  author  of  that  anonymous  letter,  and  on 
the  motion  he  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays{  which  were 
ordered . 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  that  perhaps  the  idea  had  not 
struck  his  friend  from  Tennessee  that  this  individual  was 
then  under  arrest,  and  whilst  he  was  in  custody  of  the 
Sergeant-at-arfns  of  the  House  he  could  not  be  brought 
before  a  committee  as  a  witness. 

Mr.  PEYTON  replied  that,  upon  examininfr  the  rules 
of  the  House,  he  found  that  the  House  itself  had  the 
power  to  direct  the  examination. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  apd  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative: Yeas  63,  nays  96,  as  follows: 

YsAS— Messrs.  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  Carter,  John 
Chambers,  Chetwood,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H. 
Claiborne,  Clark,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Evans,  Forester, 
Granger,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Harper,  Hszeltine, 
Hiester,  Herod,  Howell,  Hunt,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll, 
Janes,  Jenifer,  Lawler,  L-iwrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lew- 
is, Love,  Lyon,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McKennan,  Mil- 
Ugan,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Rencher, 
Russell,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer, 
Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Underwood,  Vinton, 
White,  L. Williams,  S.Williams,  Wise,  Young— 63. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anthony,  Barton,  Bean,  Black,  Bockee, 
Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  Burns,*  By- 
pum,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  George  Chambers,  Chap- 
man, Chapin,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer, 
Crary,  Cushman,  Doubledayj  Dromgoole,  Efner,  Farlin, 
French,  Fry,  Galbraitb,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland, 
Haley,  J.  Hall,  S.  S.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Henderson,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubiey,  Hunting- 
tan,  Ingham,  William  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Kennon,  Riingensmith,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Gideon  Lee,  I'homas  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan, 
Loyall,  Lucas,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  William  Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  May,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Montgom- 
ery, Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Page,  Dutee  J. 
Pearce,  Phelps,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Rich- 
ardson, Robertson,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn, 
Sickles,  Sprsgue,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  John  Thomson, 
Toucey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagencr,  Weeks,  Thomas 
T.  Whittlesey,  Yell— 96. 

Mr,  GiUtVB  CroU'txaminaiion. 

Q'lestion  by  Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Peyton  was  call- 
ed to  order  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  for  the 
first  remark  made  by  him  in  reference  to  Mr.  Whitney, 
did  he  not  take  his  seat,  and  continue  sitting  until  Mr. 
Whitney  rose  and  commenced  speaking?     • 

Answer.  I  think  he  did  not. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Did  you  occupy  a  position 
which  enabled  you  to  see  the  offensive  look  or  bcowl  of 
the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  which  he  cast  upon  Mr. 
Peyton,  if  any,  at  the  time  of  banding  his  answer  to  the 
chairman. 

Answer.  I  did,  but  did  not  observe  any  such  scowl  or 
look. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Did  not  Mr.  Peyton  com- 
plain that  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  bad  insulted  him 
by  his  look  at  the  time? 

Answer.  I  heard  no  such  complaint  at  that  time*  I  do 
not  remember  ever  to  have  heard  him  complain  of  it  in 
the  committee  room. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Have  you,  or  any  othtfr  per- 


sons, to  your  knowledge,  had  any  conversation  with  the 
said  R.  M.  Whitney  since  the  occurrence  in  the  commit- 
tee? If  so,  did  he  inform  you  then  that  he  was  alarmed, 
and  that  his  fears  had  induced  him  to  take  the  course 
which  he  has  done  in  this  matter?  State  all  he  said  in  re- 
lation to  his  fears,  or  the  motives  which  induced  his 
course  upon  this  occasion. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  conversation  '*  other 
persona"  may  have  had  with  Mr.  Whitney,  since  the  oc- 
currence. I  have  avoided  conversation  with  him  rela« 
tive  to  the  occurrence  in  the  committee  room.  He  has 
never  informed  me  whether  he  was  alarmed  or  not,  or 
that  his  fears  had  induced  him  to  take  his  course  on  this 
subject.  I  know  nothing  of  his  motives  or  fears,  which 
induce  his  course  on  this  occasion.  I  have  never  heard 
bim  talk  of  his  motives  on  this  subject.  I  know  nothing 
concerning  them.  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  heard  of 
Mr.  Whitney's  refusal  to  appear  before  the  committee, 
until  I  heard  Mr.  Wise  report  the  fact  to  the  House.  I 
*do  not  remember  to  have  heard  any  more  concerning  it, 
until  1  heard  the  House  had  ordered  him  to  be  brought 
before  it,  and  had  settled,  as  I  supposed,  its  course  of 
proceeding.  I  have  an  indistinct  recollection  of  having 
heard  him  say  he  was  not  armed  at  the  time,  but  when 
this  was,  or  to  whom  addressed,  I  cannot  state. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Had  or  had  not  said  wit- 
ness  (R.  M.  Whitney)  refused  to  answer  several  ques- 
tions put  to  him  by  Mr.  Peyton,  before  the  one  alluded 
to,  characterizing  them  as  inquisitorial,  which  quebtions 
had  been  d«Kided  by  the  committee  as  proper  to  be  pro- 
pounded? 

Answer.  I  think  I  answered  this  interrogatory  fufly 
in  one  of  my  previous  answers,  the  number  of  which  I 
do  not  recollect.  I  refer  to  that  answer,  as  being  a  full 
one  to  this  question. 

Question  by  Mr.  PEYTON.  When  did  you  first  see 
the  written  statement  of  Mr.  Fairfield,  which  he  present- 
ed to  this  House  in  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory 
propounded  to  him,  or  the  substance  of  the  same? 
Answer.  I  think  some  ten  or  twelve  days  since. 
Question  by  the  Counsel  for  the  accused.  Did  Mr. 
Wise,  at  any  time,  and  when  and  where,  state  what  was 
his  purpose  in  going  round  the  table,  and  placing  him- 
self near  the  accused,  as  stated  in  your  answer  to  the 
first  interrogatory?  If  yea,  what  did  he  say  was  his  pur- 
pose? And  was  the  statement  of  Mr.  Wise,  as  to  his  pur- 
pose  in  that  movement,  before  or  after  the  accused's 
testimony  before  the  committee  had  been  closed? 

Answer.  After  Mr.  Whitney's  testimony  was  closed, 
and  I  think  the  day  that  his  statement  of  the  occurrence 
in  the  committee  room  appeared  in  the  Globe,  I  heard 
Mr.  Wise  telling  in  the  committee  room  what  bis  object 
was  in  going  round  the  table,  as  mentioned  in  my  first 
answer.  The  conversation  was  not  addressed  to  me.  I 
was  writing  at  the  time,  and  did  not  pay  attention  to 
what  he  was  saying,  until  he  went  to  the  place  where 
he  had  stood,  and  I  think  showed  the  position  he  had 
occupied.  I  presume  1  heard  but  a  part  of  what  hp  had 
said.  I  remember  this:  "If  he  had  moved  his  right  arm, 
or  elbow,  ([  am  not  certain  which,)  I  would  have  shot 
him  on  the  spot,  as  I  would  a  black  snake."  These 
are  the  words  that  I  heard,  as  nearly  as  [  can  remember. 
The  residue  of  what  he  said  I  learned  from  a  conversa- 
tion with  others,  and  therefore  do  not  repeat  it.  I  have 
an  impression  that  I  heard  Mr.  Wise  on  another  occa- 
sion talking  on  this  subject,  but  of  this  I  am  not  certain. 
The  counsel  for. the  accused  then  called  to  the  stand 
William  Elwyn  Moore,  one  of  the  reporters  for  the 
Globe,  who  appeared  and  was  sworn.  • 

TtBtimony  of  Mr,  Moore^  Reporter  for  the  Globe. 

Question  by  the  Counsel.  Were  you  present  when 
Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton,  on  Saturday,  4th  February, 
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made  their  statements  in  this  House,  of  the  occurrences 
in  the  select  committee,  now  in  question?  Did  you  take 
notes  at  the  time  of  what  Mr.  Wise  said  on  the  occasion? 
Was  or  was  not  the  report  of  what  Mr.  Wise  said  on  the 
occasion,  appearing  in  the  Globe  newspaper  of  the  7th 
instant,  now  shown  you,  taken  from  your  notes?  Please 
say  whether  such  printed  report  be  a  correct  or  incor- 
rect report  of  what  he  said  on  the  occasion  referred  to? 
In  particular,  refer  to  a  paragraph,  marked  in  .that  re- 
port, beginning  with  the  words  "  During  this  time 
Whitney  stood,"  &c.,  and  ending  with  *  the  words 
<*  wretch,  on  that  occasion,"  and  say  whether  these 
words  were  or  were  not  uttered  by  Mr.  Wise. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  objected  to  this  interrogatory. 
It  seemed  to  him  to  have  nothing  (o  do  with  the  subject 
before  the  House,  and  on  that  ground  he  objected  to  it. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  of  his  colleague  to  allow  the  ques- 
tion to  be  put. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  he  could  not  withdraw  his 
objections. 

Mr.  Jones,  counsel  for  the  accused,  made  a  few  re- 
marks to  show  the  necessity  for  putting  the  interroga* 
lory. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  interrogatory  or- 
dered to  be  propounded:  Ayes  101,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  Moore  then  returned  the  following  answer. 

Answer.  I  was  present  on  the  occasion  referred  to, 
but  I  have  never  seen  the  printed  report  in  the  Globe, 
till  it  was  now  shown  to  me,  nor  could  I,  without  refer- 
ence to  my  notes,  undertake  to  affirm  ^whether  that 
printed  report  corresponds  with  them  or  not.  The  re- 
port was  taken  from  my  notes,  and,  on  reading  my  tran- 
script, I  believed  at  the  time  that  the  manuscript  copy 
was  correct. 

The  paragraph  beginning  with  **  During  this  time,'' 
&c.  to  the  words  <'  wretch,  on  that  occasion,'*  I  could  not 
affirm  to  be  correct,  without  making  a  reference  to  my 
notes;  but  the  word  "  between"  is  so  obviously  an  error, 
that  if  I  had  read  the  paragraph  in  the  paper,  I  should 
at  once  have  corrected  it.  I  say  it  is  so  obviously  an 
error,  because  it  is  inconsistent  with  my  general  recol- 
lection of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wise's  statement,  and  at  a  vari- 
ance, if  I  recollect  the  repbrt,  with  other  parts  of  it.  It 
may  be  an  e.^ror  of  the  press,  or  of  the  pen,  for  the 
word  "  with.'!  My  notes,  if  I  bad  them,  would 
show. 

Second  question  by  Counsel.  Where  are  your  notes? 
Please  produce  them.  Where  is  your  manuscript  from 
your  notes,  from  which  the  report  in  the  Globe  was 
printed?  Please  produce  it. 

Answer.  I  invariably  burn  my  notes,  page  after  page, 
as  I  write  them  out,  when  in  my  own  room;  when  I 
write  out  in  the  House,  they  are  thrown  on  the  floor, 
with  the  wa&te  paper.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
transcripts,  nor  do  I  know  what  is  done  with  the  wa&te 
paper  of  the  printing  office.  It  is  out  of  my  power  to 
produce  either. 

Third  question  by  Counsel.  Do  you  perceive  any 
oth^  error  in  the  said  paragraph,  except  the  word  «  be- 
tween;" and  what  word,  according  to  the  best  of  your 
recollection,  should  be  in  the  place  of  that  word? 

Answer.  I  could  not  answer,  at  this  distance  of  time, 
for  the  fidelity  of  any  one  paragraph;  probably  I  wrote, 
if  it  be  an  error  of  the  press,  or  intended  to  write,  if  it 
be  a  slip  of  the  pen,  the  word  *'  with."  But  1  sgain  re- 
spectfully refer  to  my  first  answer,  and  could  not  affirm, 
from  memory,  to  the  correctness  of  a  report,  after  I  had 
considered  it  finally  disposed  of  by  publication,  and  the 
^sence  of  complaint  for  its  inaccuracy.  The  word  "  be- 
tween" I  know  to  be  an  error. 

Fourth  question  by  Counsel.  Does  the  general  tenor 
of  the  remarks,  both  of  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton,  as  I 
given  in  said  report,  correspond,  or  not,  with  the  best  I 


of  your  recollection  of  what  they  said;  and  can  you,  up. 
on  looking  over  the  same,  discover  any  material  vari- 
ance from  your  recollection  of  the  original  remarks  of 
those  gentlemen,  or  from  your  notes  of  the  same? 

Mr.  WISE  aaid  he  would  beg  leave  to  sUte  to  the 
learned  counsel  that  if  thev  desired  to  knew  what  re- 
port he  sanptioned  he  would  refer  them  to  the  report  of 
bis  statement  in  the  National  Intelligencer.  That  atate- 
ment,  as  it  there  appeared,  he  had  -himself  written  out, 
from  notes  furnished  him  by  one  of  the  reporters  for 
the  Intelligencer,  and  from  his  own  recollection  of  his 
statement;  and  there  they  would  find  his  remarks  as  he 
made  them,  or  as  he  intended  to  make  them. 

Mr.  Jones,  counsel  for  the  accused,  remarked  that  be 
was  bound  in  candor  to  say  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
that  there  was  a  particular  part  of  the  report  of  his  state- 
ment in  the  Intelligencer  which  did  not  correspond  witli 
the  report  in  the  Globe.  The  difference  between  the  two 
reports  was  as  to  the  qualification,  in  the  words  **  if  he 
(Whitney)  had  drawn  a  weapon  on  bis  friend,  it  would 
never  have  done  its  execution,"  &c. 

Mr.  WISE  hoped  the  House  would  indulge  him  in 
the  very  few  remarks  he  had  to  make  in  explanation  of 
bis  statement.  He  understood  the  learned  counsel  to 
say  that  they  were  led  to  doubt  whether  the  words  they 
bad  read  from  the  Intelligencer  were  actually  uttered 
by  him,  (Mr.  W.)  Now,  lie  would  beg  leave  to  sUte  to 
the  House  the  reasons  why  these  words  *<  Let  roe  not 
be  misunderstood,"  &c.  were  used.  He  had  made  the 
general  sUtement  first,  that  he  had  walked  round  the 
end  of  the  table,  where  he  could  see  the  elbow  of  Whit- 
ney's right  arm.  He  (Whitney)  was  then  standing  «iUi 
bia  lefl  foot  advanced,  his  right  hand  in  his  pantaloons 
pocket,  and  his  eyes  fixed  upon  Mr.  Peyton.  Mr.  W. 
could  see  the  elbow  of  that  right  arm,  and  he  said  if  it 
had  moved  an  inch  he  ahould  have  died  upon  the  spot. 
Well,  the  moment  he  .uttered  that  remark,  he  heard  a 
whisper  to  his  right — and  they  could  hear  whiapera 
sometimeain  that  hall — <'that  is  enough!"  and  be  under- 
stood this  exclamation,  and  knew  that  some  gentleman 
was  watching  to  catch  him  in  some  unguarded  expres- 
sion. Then  he  immediately  said,  distinctly,  "  Let  me 
not  be  misunderstood,"  &c.{  and  went  on  tp  state  that 
he  would  only  have  drawn  a  weapon  when  he  saw  the 
life  of  his  friend  endangered;  and  that  Whitney's  weap- 
on should  never  have  done  its  execution,  if  he  had 
drawn  one.  He  had  taken  the  notes  of  the  reporter 
for  the  Intelligencer,  and,  with  those  notes  and  his  own 
recollection  of  the  statement  he  had  made  on  the  floor 
of  the  House,  he  had  made  out  the  report  as  it  appeared 
in  that  paper.  He  would  call  upon  every  gentleman 
who  heard  him  make  the  statement  to  testify  whether 
he  had  not  uaed  the  words  «  Let  me  not  be  misunder- 
stood," &c.;  and  he  had  done  so  because  of  the  whisper 
before  alluded  to,  which  had  made  him  feel  as  though 
there  were  assassins  more  insidious  than  those  who  used 
the  steel  to  lay  low  their  yictim— the  assassins  of  men's 
reputation^  assassins  of  character — who  were  ready  for 
murder,  for  any  one  expression  which  might,  at  a  mo- 
ment when  he  was  speaking  extemporaneously  and  with- 
out notes,  accidentally  fall  from  his  lips.  He  was  fully 
aware  that  there  were  those  ready,  the  moment  auch 
expression  had  been  uttered,  to  trumpet  it  forth  to  the 
world  that  he  had  acknowledged  himaelf  an  assassin  on 
the  floor  of  the  House. 

He  put  it  to  all  honorable  gentlemen,  was  his  conduct 
like  that  of  an  assassin'  When  he  had  made  hia  state- 
ment to  the  House,  he  had  divulged  every  thing,  not 
only  what  he  had  done,>  but  how  he  had  felt  on  that  oc- 
casion; and  he  meant  to  say,  and  did  say,  he  felt  that  the 
accused  stood  in  a  very  doubtful  position,  in  the  poaition 
of  an  assassin,  and  Mr.  W.  expected  that  his  friend" 
would  have  been  riddled  with  a  dirk.    This  was  what 
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he  had  said,  and  he  said  so  stilt;  and  when  he  faltered 
on  such  an  occasion^  to  draw  a  weapon  to  protect  a 
friend,  he  hoped  his  right  arm  might  forf^et  its  cunning; 
that  it  might  wither,  and  be  cut  off*.  If  the  accused  had 
drawn  a  weapon,  if  he  had  one,  which  Mr.  W.  did  be- 
lieve at  the  time,  it  never  would  have  done  its  execu- 
tion. Mr.  W.  said  he  had  prcTcnted  his  friend  from 
doing  yioXmmtf  if  he  intended  any;  but  whether  he  had 
Bo  inlendel^r  whether  he  merely  intended  to  intimidate 
the  accused,  to  repress  his  insolence,  Mr.  W.  could  not 
say;  but  it  was  he,  (Mr.  W.,)  and  he  alone,  who  had  per- 
sonally interfered  to  prevent  collision  between  his  friend 
and  the  accused,  and  this  the  witnesses  had  proved  satis- 
factorily. He  then  reiterated  that  he  did  utter  on  that 
floor,  at  the  time  he  made  his  statement  to  the  House, 
those  very  words,  snd  in  that  connexion — *<lefmenot 
be  misunderstood,  let  me  not  be  misrepresented"— «s  he 
was  apprehensive,  from  what  be  had  before  said,  that  he 
was  likely  to  be  wholly  and  villanously  misrepresented. 
Mr.  DAWSON  objected  to  this  interrogatory;  and  he 
did  so  because,  as  he  understood  it,  there  was  an  effort 
making  od  the  part  of  the  defence  to  attack  what  might 
be  considered  as  the  testimony  before  the  House  of  an 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisx,]  and  an 
honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pbttoh.] 
If  these  two  gentlemen  were  not  upon  their  trial,  then 
they  were  competent  witnesses,  and  bad  the  best  right 
to  declare  on  that  floor  what  statements  had  and  what 
had  not  been  made  by  them;  but  if  they  were  arraigned, 
then  their  declarations  were  not  good  evidence  before 
the  House.  This  course  of  proceeding  was  entirely  new, 
and  went  to  reverse  the  testimony  of  every  man  who 
might  be  considered  as  giving  evidence;  and  this  testi- 
mony which  w%8  now  brought  before  the  House,  if  it 
was  not  intended  to  put  these  two  gentlemen  before  al- 
luded to  upon  their  trial,  was  useless,  as  those  gentlemen 
certainly  were  the  best  witnesses  as  to  what  they  had 
said  OB  the  subject.  If  the  House  considered  these  gen- 
tlemen in  the  light  of  witnesses,  let  them  testify  them- 
selves, and  receive  that  testimony.  But  if  this  kind  of 
testimony  was  to  be  admitted  before  the  House  which 
the  learned  counsel  had  there  introduced,  whenever  any 
honorable  gentleman  of  the  House  should  give  evidence 
as  to  what  he  had  said  on  a  particular  occasion,  which 
was  not  in  accordance  with,  the  opinions  of  others,  this 
kind  of  testimony  might  be  brought  in  to  disprove  his 
whole  statement.  The  statement  made  by  those  gentle- 
men he  contended  ought  to  be  taken  from  their  printed 
remarks,  as  written  out  by  tiiemselves.  He  would  ask  of 
the  Speaker,  and,  through  him,  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, whether  they  would  suff*er  printed  statements 
procured  in  this  way  to  be  held  up  to  contradict  the 
statements  of  honorable  gentlemen  of  that  House. 
Whether  they  would  hold  up  a  stenographic  report  as 
*true,  and  the  statements  of  honorable  gentlemen  as  false. 
As  he  had  said  on  a  preceding  day,  they  were  diverging 
widely  from  the  point  at  issue,  and  he  now  arose  for  the 
purpose  of  begging  of  honorable  gentlemen  not  to  per- 
mit this  course  of  proceeding  to  be  continued.  So  long 
as  he  could,  he  would  protest  agrainst  this  course  of  op- 
pression and  injustice,  in  putting  gentlemen  before  that 
House  upon  their  trial  in  this  indirect  manner.  If  it  was 
the  intention  to  put  these  two  gentlemen  upon  trial,  let' 
it  be  boldly  announced,  so  that  they  might  prepare  for 
their  defence,  but  not  render  them  incompetent  witnes- 
ses at  the  same  time  that  you  deny  that  they  are  upon 
trial.  Every  gentleman  who  had  common  sense  must 
see  that,  instead  of  prosecuting  an  examination  for  a  con- 
tempt 4>f  the  House,  they  were  prosecuting  an  inquiry 
Into  the  conduct  of  two  honorable  members  of  that 
House;  and  here  was  a  reporter  for  one  of  the  city  pa- 
pers brought  up  to  disprove  the  statements  of  honorable 
gentlemen  on  that  floor!    Mr.  D.  knew  this  gentleman. 


and  would  as  soon  believe  him  m  any  gentleman  on  that 
floor;  and,  from  the  reports  in  the  Globe,  and  his  ac- 
quaintance with  the  witness,  who  was  then  on  the  stand, 
he  hesitated  not  to  say  that  he  was  as  competent  a  re- 
porter as  any  other  in  that  House;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
he  did  not  think  even  that  gentleman  would  say  that  he 
could  take  down  every  woi^d  and  sentiment  of  the  mem- 
bers of  that  House  as  they  uttered  them. 

[Mr.  WisB  here  put  into  the  hands  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  a  copy  of  the  Globe,  pointing  out  to  him 
the  very  qaalification  he  had  spoken  of,  and  which  in 
the  Globe  report  follows  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  it 
was  spoken.  In  the  speech  of  Mr.  W.,  as  written  out 
by  that  gentleman  himself,  it  is  made  immediately  to  fol- 
low his  declaration  of  his  intentions  with  regat-d  to  the 
accused. 

It  was  sent  to  the  Olerk's  table,  and  read,  as  follows; 
*<  Mr.  W.  had  told  even  his  secret  intentions;  that  is, 
they  were  his  own  private  intentions  at  the  time,  and  he 
had  neither  concealed  nor  omitted  a  single  thought.  But 
let  him  not  be  misunderstood  as  to  that  intention.  He 
should  only  have  interposed  to  protect  his  friend  from 
imminent  danger.  His  (Mr.  W*s)  actual  interposition 
spoke  for  itself.  It  was  peaceful,  it  was  to  prevent 
any  further  disorder."] 

Mr.  Dawsov  continued.  Then  there  was  the  con* 
firmation  of  the  statement  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  and  he  would  take  this  occasion  to  say  that  he 
would  as  soon  depend  upon  a  report  of  this  gentleman 
(Mr.  Moore)  as  upon  any  other  in  the  United  States; 
but  he  did  not  consider  that  it  was  proper  to  propound 
a  question  of  this  kind  to  him.  Honorable  gentlemen, 
members  of  that  House,  had  made  the  assertion  that 
statements  published  by  them  were  as  they  had  made 
them  in  the  House;  and  would  the  House  permit  a  ques- 
tion of  this  kind  to  be  propounded,  with  the  hope  of 
proving  those  statements  false ^  Did  this  question  cor- 
respond with  the  feelings  of  honorable  Representatives 
on  that  floor?  He  appealed  to  honorable  members  of 
that  House  to  say  whether  they  would  go  beyond  every 
thing  that  was  just  and  proper  in  the  persecution  of  in- 
dividuals who  had  no  means  of  defending  themselves. 
He  asked  of  the  House  of  Representatives  whether  they 
would  permit  questions  of  this  kind  to  be  introduced, 
to  impugn  the  conduct  of  members  of  the  body;  and 
when  they  should  desire  to  introduce  testimony  in  their 
defence,  would  you  deny  them  the  opportunity?  Every 
gentleman  who  understood  this  subject  at  alt  must  know 
that  it  was  not  an  investigation  as  to  a  contempt  com- 
mitted by  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  but  as  to  the  conduct 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pet- 
tost,]  and  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia^  [Mr. 
Wise.]  Every  gentleman  must  admit  this,  and  none 
could  deny  it. 

Mr.  Jones,  counsel  for  the  accused,  rejoined,  and 
argued  that  they  had  the  right,  and  that  it  was  entirely 
proper  that  the  interrogatory  should  be  propounded  to 
the  witness.  He  was  understood  to  say,  in  substance,  that 
he  could  not,  for  the  life  of  him,  see  the  logic  of  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  nor  how  a 
speech  written  out  by  himself,  after  its  delivery,  could 
prove  the  truth  or  falsehood  respecting  the  speech  ac- 
tually delivered.  Reporters,  not  being  omniscient,  could 
not  report  what  the  honorable  member  meant  to  have 
said,  but  what  he  did  say. 

Mr.  DAWSON  then  withdrew  his  objection;  and 

The  witness  returned  the  following  answer: 

Answer.  I  cannot  answer  this  question  without  time 
being  given  me  to  read  the  statements  alluded  to  in  thp 
interrogatory,  for  the  reason  that  I  have  never  seen  the 
report  of  Mr.  Wise's  remarks,  as  printed,  until  this 
morning,  and  have  not  yet  seen  the  printed  remarks  of 
Mr.  Peyton  at  all. 
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[This  interrogatory  wm  returned  to  the  witnesi,  who, 
by  consent,  wai  Allowed  time  to  read  the  speeches  re- 
ferred to,  and  return  his  answer.  Pending  this,  the  fol* 
lowing  proceedings  took  place:] 

Mr.  WISE  then  asked  the  general  consent  of  the 
House  to  call  the  reporter  for  the  Intelligencer,  from 
whose  notes,  aided  by  his  own  recollection,  Mr.  W.  had 
written  out  his  speech  for  that  paper;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Tegtimony  of  John  TVhiUhead,  Reporter, 

Question  by  Mr.  WISE.  Will  you  please  state  whether 
you  did  not  furnish  Mr.  Wise  with  your  notes,  as  a  re- 
porter of  the  Intelligencer,  of  his  remarks  in  the  House, 
narrating  and  explaining  the  occurrences  in  the  commit- 
tee of  which  Mr.  Garland  is  chairman,  in  the  matter  of 
difficulty  between  Mr.  Peyton  and  R.  M.  Whitney {  and 
whether  you  can  now  vouch  for  the  general  correctness 
of  the  report  of  these  remarks  iathe  Intelligencer,  par- 
ticularly the  report  of  the  paragragh  or  sentence  com- 
mencing "  Let  me  not  be  misunderstood,'*  &c. 

Answer.  Yes;  I  did  supply  Mr.  Wise  with  the  report  of 
the  statement  which  he  made  to  the  House,  narrating 
the  occurrences  in  the  committee  of  which  Mr.  Garland 
is  chairman.  I  can  and  do  vouch  for  the  general  cor- 
rectness of  the  report  as  contained  in  the  Intelligencer, 
and  particularly  the  report  of  the  paragraph  commenc- 
ing ••  Let  me  not,"  &c.  I  distinctly  recollect  the  sen- 
tence being  uttered,  viz:  <*  If  he  hsd  drawn  a  weapon, 
it  should  not  have  done  its  execution.*' 

Question  by  Mr.  WISE.  Did  you  not  distinctly  un- 
derstand Mr.  Wise  to  say,  on  the  occasion  of  making 
the  remarks  referred  to,  that  be  would  have  interfered 
in  a  forcible  way  only  to  protect  his  friend,  Mr.  Peyton? 

Answer.  I  understood  Mr.  Wise,  in  liis  statement, 
distinctly  to  say  and  to  imply,  that  he  would  only  have 
made  use  of  violence  in  the  event  of  his  seeing  a  weap- 
on drawn  by  the  other  party. 

The  witness  was  then  discharged. 

Mr.  WISE  then  said,  if  gentlemen  and  the  House 
-  would  permit  him,  he  coufd  name,  out  of  those  mem- 
bers who  sat  around  him  at  the  time  he  made  the  state- 
ment, several  gentlemen  who  would  confirm  the  state- 
ment published  in  the  Intelligencer.  He  would  call 
upon  the  honorable  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  honorable  Mr. 
Calhoon,  of  Kentucky,  and  the  honorable  Mr.  Chet- 
wood,  to  say  whether  the  statement  in  that  paper  was 
or  was  not  correct,  especially  that  part  of  it,  «  Let  me 
not  be  misunderstood,"  &c. 

Mr.  Jones,  counsel  for  the  accused,  said  he  certain- 
ly could  have  no  objection  to  this.  Those  gentlemen 
might  make  their  statements  in  their  places  as  to  the 
accuracy  or  inaccuracy  of  that  report. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  said  that  he  was  in  the 
House  at  the  time  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  made 
bis  statement,  and  his  recollection  of  that  statement  was 
similar  to  the  statement  the  gentleman  bad  made  a  short 
time  since.  Mr.  G.  had  not  read  the  printed  statement 
In  the  Intelligencer;  but  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
on  the  occasion  alluded  to  were  substantially  the  same  as 
those  made  by  him  to-day. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  then  said  that  his  rec- 
ollection of  the  statement  was  precisely  similar  to  that 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cahbrslvitg.] 
He  remembered  to  have  heard  the  observations  alluded 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  thought  he  could 
not  be  mistaken. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  could  call  upon  twent}  members 
of  the  House,  of  different  parties,  to  testify  to  this  same 
fact,  but  be  hoped  the  House  and  the  country  would 
now  be  satisfied  that  this  statement  was  correct. 

Mr.  Jones,  the  counsel  for  the  accused,  then  informed 
the  House  that  they  had  got  through  with  all  the  oral  testi- 
mony which  they  proposed   introducing  at  that  time, 


and  said  be  held  in  his  hand  certain  documentary  evi- 
dence which  they  intended  to  introduce.  The  evidence 
alluded  to,  he  said,  were  extracts  from  the  accredited 
speeches  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wiss,] 
and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pettov;] 
which  extracts  went  to  show  the  quo  animo  of  the  other 
proceedings  of  those  gentlemen  against  the  accused. 
He  considered  this  proposition  as  necessar;^^  show  the 
state  of  feeling  which  existed  in  the  breastslPhose  gen- 
tlemen towards  the  accused;  but  in  so  doing  it  was  not- 
their  intention  to'mutilate  these  speeches,  and  take  small 
portions  of  them,  but  to  lay  them  before  the  House  in 
exteneo.  To  save  time,  however,  they  only  proposed  the 
reading  of  such  portions  of  them  as  bore  upon  the  poiat 
at  issue,  yet  the  whole  speeches  were  before  \he  Houses 
so  that  any  gentleman  might  examine  them  for  himself. 

Mr,  BELL  thought  this  a  remarkable  course  in  the 
learned  counsel*  It  was  very  inconvenient  to  encumber 
the  journal  by  this  kind  of  evidence;  but  if  gentlemen 
insisted  upon  it,  he  must  insist  that  the  whole  speeches 
be  inserted  on  the  journal.  He  could  not  consent  that 
gentlemen  should  select  particular  passages  from  speech- 
es delivered  on  that  Hour,  and  have  them  inserted  on 
the  journal  as  evidence,  without  giving  the  whole. 

Mr.  Jones,  the  counsel  for  the  accused,  said  that  the 
speeches  were  very  lengthy,  and  upon  other  subjects, 
wholly  irrelevant  to  the  matter  at  issue;  therefoce,  be  did 
not  deem  it  necessary  to  encumber  the  journal  with  those 
parts  which  bad  no  connexion  with  the  case  of  the  ac- 
cused. 

Mr.  BELL  would  not  object,  if  there  was  an  opportu- 
nity to  lay  the  whole  of  these  speeches  on  the  journal, 
but  he  could  not  see  that  it  would  be  proper  to  select 
particular  extracts,  and  insert  them  separately. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  must  object  to  this  course  of 
proceeding. 

Mr.  Jones  then  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table,  to  be  read,  a 
proposition  asking  to  have  inserted  on  the  Journal  vari- 
ous extracts  of  speeches  delivered  by  Messrs.  Peyton  and 
Wise. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  rose  and  said  he  meant  to  ob- 
ject to  these  extracts  going  upon  the  journal. 

The  CHAIR  (which  was  temporarily  filled  by  Mr. 
Briggs)  said  that  the  counsel  at  that  time  only  asked  for 
the  reading  of  the  motion  which  he  hsd  submitted. 

Mr.  PEYTON  hoped  gentlemen  would  not  object  to 
this  testimony. 

The  Clerk  than  read  the  proposition,  as  follows: 

'*The  accused  now  offers  in  evidence  Mr.  Wise's 
speech  in  this  House,  on  the  14th  April,  1836,  and  Mr. 
Peyton's  on  the  19th  April,  1836,  1st  July,  1836,  and 
9th  January,  1837,  and  points  to  certain  passages  there- 
in, referring  to  the  accused  by  name,  as  contaming  evi- 
dence which  he  deems  material  to  his  defence,  in  show- 
ing the  vindictive  feelings  of  both  gentlemen  to  the  ac«« 
cused,  and  the  qtw  animo  with'  which  he  has  been  sum- 
moned, at  tbe  instance  of  Mr.  Wise,  before  the  select 
committee  whereof  he  ia  chairman.  Tbe  accused  se- 
lects from  said  speeches  the  following  passages,  as  having 
the  tendency  above  indicated,  but  lays  the  whole  of  the 
iipeeches  as  evidence  before  the  House,  so  that  the 
House,  or  any  member,  may  refer  to,  and  read  at  pleas- 
ure, as  a  part  of  the  evidence,  the  whole  or  any  other 
parts  of  said  speeches  not  comprised  in  the  extracts  re* 
lied  on  by  the  accused. 

Extraci  from  Mr.  Wise's  speech  on  the  14lh  of  April,  1836,  in  the 
pamphlet  fonn,  viit.: 
*'  And  who  is  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  that  he  should  be 
the  favored  man  of  all  men,  in  fattening  upon  the  spoils 
of  the  public  purse,  and  that  he  should  be  protected 
by  gentlemen  from  the  scrutiny  of  investigation,  as  if  in 
the  sanctuary?  Who  is  be  who  is  suffered  to  insult  a 
Representative  by  bis  villanous  cards,  in  the  official 
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orgAD,  for  daring  to  offer  a  resolution  of  invettigation^ 
An  infaoious  wretch,  who  took  the  oath  of  alleg^anoe  to 
Great  Britain,  in  Canada,  during  the  laat  war,  and  who 
baa  since  taken  a  falae  oath  against  his  neighbor." 

'<Thi8  'blasted  monument' is  Reuben  M.  Whitney! 
How  came  he  in  charge  of  the  forty  millions  of  the  treas- 
ure of  this  land.'  Did  not  Mr.  Secretary  know  him? 
Sir,  I  believe  it  can  be  proved  that  the  former  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Taney)  refused,  or  promised  to  re- 
fuse,  to  recognise  this  perjured  villain  and  traitor,  as  an 
agent  of  the  bankfl^  on  account  of  his  character.  How 
comes  be  now  in  pay  and  employment?  Who  employs 
him?  Sir»  Reuben  M.  Whitney  is  nothing,  but  his  con- 
nexion with  the  public  Treasury  is  something.  It  is  al- 
most enough  in  itself  to  give  assurance  of  corruption  and 
wronsv  when  such  a  person  is  the  selected  and  approved 
agent  of  the  Treasury!" 

Extract  from  Mr.  Peyton's  speech  of  the  19Ui  April,  183S,  in  pamph- 
let form. 

**  Sir,  why  fear  this  investigation  ?  Why  should  Whit- 
ney be  screened?  A  cloud  rests  upon  his  name,  the 
guilt  of  perjury  has  been  fastened  upon  him;  and  yet, 
without  any  known  check,  without  any  legal  responsibili-' 
ty,  be  is  employed  in  an  agency  implying  the  very  higb^ 
eat  possible  trust  and  coi^dence.  He  knows  that  he 
has  a  powerful  party  to  rally  around  him;  that  those  who 
employ  falm  dare  not  consent  to  a  discloaure  of  the  ob- 
ject of  hia  employment.  But  will  honorable  gentlemen 
here  connive  at  such  practieea?  Why,  sir,  through 
means  of  this  sgency,  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  gathering  to 
himself  the  most  formidable  influence  that  ever  existed 
in  the  person  of  one  man.  1'he  wealth  of  Croesus  and 
fbe  military  power  of  Pompey  were  once  brought  to  bear 
against  the  people  of  Rome  in  their  election  of  Chief 
Migistrate.  And  what  was  the  consequence?  Civil 
war  and  bloodshed.  The  magistrates  corrupted,  or  drag- 
ged, wounded  and  bleeding,  from  the  arena!  The  peo- 
ple banted  down,  and  alaughtered  like  wild  beasts!" 

Exumcta  of  Mr.  Peyton's  n)6ech  of  the  Ist  of  July,  1836,  published  tn 
ths  Naahvtlle  Republican  of  Aug.  a),  1836. 

'*  Let  me  csU  the  attention  of  the  gentleman,  and  I 
allude  to  the  subject  for  his  special  consideratioil,  to  the 
memorable  resoKilion  of  my  friend  from  Vtrginis,  [Mr. 
Wisx,]  to  investigste  the  conduct,  the  frauds,  of  your 
pet,  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  a  dishonored,  disgraced,  per- 
jured traitor  as  he  is." 

Extract  from  Mr.  Peyton's  speech  of  the  3d  of  JanusLry,  183r,  iHiblished 
in  the  National  Inielfigencer  of  the  9th  of  January ,  I^8^. 

*'  Sir,  during  the  present  session  of  Congress  I  hsd  oc- 
casion to  go  i'ntri  the  Treasury  Department,  and,  on  shov- 
ing open  the  front  door,  the  first  thing  that  met  my  eye, 
fuU  in  front,  was  <  U.  M.  Whitney,'  blaiing  in  capitals  as 
Ui^eas  the  sign  of  a  livery  stable!  Now,  Rir,  if  he  is  a 
private  citizen,  what  is  he  doing  with  a  slgn.^  If  he  has 
quit  business-stealing,  why  not  take  down  his  sign?  What 
is  he  doing  in  the  Treasury  Department.^  How  came  he 
there f  You  might  as  well  turn  a  horse  into  a  new 
ground  field,  and  tell  him  not  to  bite  the  pumpkins,  as  to 
turn  Reuben  M.  Whitney  into  the  Treasury,  and  tell 
him  not  to  steal  the  money. 

And,  lastly,  that  he  is  suspected,  upon  evidence  strong 
enough  to  send  a  poor  man  to-the  penitentiary,  of  plun- 
dering the  Treasury;  of  being  a  sort  of  general,  federal 
rogue,  employed  by  a  company  to  steal  by  the  year  for 
them.  This  cluses  the  account.  And  Reuben  truly  has 
a  claim  to  greatness — a  great  traitor,  a  great  liar,  and  a 
great  rogue." 

Mr.  PICRfcNS  objected.  He  said  he  bad  been  •sit- 
ting by  long  enough,  looking  on  this  illegal  and  mon- 
strous course  of  proceeding.  He  called  upon  the  House 
to  know  whether  they  were  prepared  to  open  up  this 
new  field  of  evidence.    He  had  understood  the  learned 
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counsel  to  say  thst  this  evidence  was  proposed  to  be  in- 
troduced to  show  the  quo  animo  of  these  gentlemen  to- 
wards the  accused*  Mr.  P.  said  he  should  like  to  know 
what  gentlemen  meant  by  the  quo  animo  of  the 
speeches  of  gentlemen  on  that  floor.  Was  this  to  be 
introduced  on  a  question  of  a  contempt  or  no  contempt  f 
If  he  understood  the  argument  of  gentlemen  aright,  this 
evidence  was  attempted  to  be  introduced  to  prove  that 
a  chairman  of  a  aelect  committee,  before  whom  Mr. 
Whitney  had  been  summoned  to  appear,  had  exercised 
the  right  of  using  violent  language  towarda  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, and,  in  consequence  of  this,  Whitney  had  refused 
to  appear  before  the  committee.  Now,  illegal  as  this 
testimony  was,  so  far  aa  it  related  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  an^  every  lawyer  must  know  it 
to  be  so,  yet  how  much  more  illegal  and  fallacious  was 
it  to  introduce  the  speeches  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  PsTTOH,]  who  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
subpcena  which  had  been  issued,  requiring  the  attend- 
ance of  this  witness  before  the  select  committee,  and 
who  was  not  a  member  of  the  committee  at  all.  Under 
what"  principle  of  justice  or  law  could  you  introduce 
speeches  of  that  gentleman  to  justify  a  contempt  of  that 
House?  The  true  question  was,  contempt  or  no  coo- 
tempt)  a  contempt  (or disobeying  a  summons  duly  issued 
and  aerved  upon  him,  and  which,  when  brought  to  the 
bar  of  the  House,  the  accused  admitted  be  had  disobey- 
ed. The  question,  then,  for  the  House  to  settle  was  the 
question  of  contempt  or  no  contempt.  This  was  not  an 
examination  of  the  accused,  but  an  examination  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  course  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Wiss]  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee[Mr.  Par- 
Tov]  had  been  justifiable  or  not)  whether  the  pretext  and 
cauae  set  up  in  the  defence  for  not  obeying  the  msndate 
of  the  committee  was  a  good  one  or  not.  Was  there  any 
lawyer  on  that  floor  who  would  pretend  to  asy  that  this 
was  evidence  in  a  caae  of  contempt?  But  instead  of  confi- 
ning the  testimony  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who 
was  chairman  of  the  committee  before  which  the  accused 
bad  refused  to  appear,'  they  now  hsd  the  monstrous 
proposition  before  them,  of  bringing  in  as  evidence  the 
speeches  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pxt- 
Tov,]  who  has  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  committee. 
Whitney  had  npt  urged  that  as  a  pretext  for  refusing  to 
appear  before  the  committee;  and  he  asked  gentlemen 
if  they  were  to  go  into  thia  monatrous  field  of  testimony. 
If  so,  they  might  ^o  back  to  the  United  States  Bank  in- 
▼eatigating  committee,  whose  reports  had  deaignated 
the  accused  as  a  perjured  man.  Mr.  P.,  for  one,  pro- 
tested againat  this  proceeding.  He  could  not  longer  sit 
silent  under  the  monstrous  course  this  trial  had  assumed, 
when  (he  broad  propoaition  was  submitted  to  the  Amer- 
ican Congress,  of  going  into  an  examination,  perhapa 
for  years  bsck,  of  the  speeches,  not  only  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisa,]  but  also  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Psttoh.]  Now,  he  asked  if 
this  was  legal,  or  if  it  was  according  to  any  rule  which 
governed  courts  of  law  in  such  cases.  He  must  say  that 
this  proceeding  began  to  partake  somewhat  of  a  politi- 
cal aspect)  and  if  it  was  intended  to  have  those  speech- 
es laid  before  the  country  for  political  effect,  it  was  a 
fraud  upon  the  established  usage  of  the  House  under 
the  constitution,  and  a  prostration  of  the  dignity  and  re- 
spect of  the  body;  and  he,  for  one,  protested  against 
this  most  outrageous  proceeding,  land  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  ordering  the  testimony  to  be  inserted 
on  the  journal. 

Mr.  PEYTON  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Picxshs]  to  withdraw  any  objection 
which  he  might  conceive  himself  bound  to  make,'  as  a 
Representative  on  that  floor,  to  any  evidence  thought 
necessary  by  the  counsel  of  the  accused  to  introduce 
from  the  speeches  that  hsd  been  read.     Mr.  P.  did  not 
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oHject,  and  be  hoped  no  friend  of  his  there  would  ob- 
ject to  the  widest  possible  latitude  that  could  be  taken. 
Indeed,  he  was  willing  that  every  speech  of  his,  there  or 
elsewhere,  should  be  used  by  the  accused  in  his  defence 
or  in  his  behalf,  to  any  and  every  extent  that  might  be  < 
possible. 

Mr.  P.  had  remarked,  when  up  before,  that  he  could 
prove  every  word  of  the  charjfes  made  by  himself  in 
those  speeches.  He  would  qualify  it  so  far  as  to  say, 
that  he  believed  they  could  all  be  substantially  proved, 
and  that  by  witnesses  who  had  been  already  .before  the 
select  committee,  if  the  majority  had  permitted  the 
questions  to  be  propounded.  Froni  private  conversa- 
tions with  them,  he  had  the  strongest  belief  that  many 
of  them  could  have  testified  \%  the  facts  of  the  treason 
and  of  the  perjury  of  Whitney*  Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  when 
1  propounded  the  question  which  covered  the  general 
character  of  this  man,  some  dear  friend  of  his  would  ob- 
ject to  it,  and  it  was  voted  down  by  the  majority  in  ev- 
ery instance.  The  man  shrunk  from.an  investigation  of 
this  kind  before  the  House  and  t,he  country,  (hough  he 
bad  himself  challenged  it  through  the  columns  of  the 
official  organ.  Sir,  I  wished  to  introduce  proof  of  his 
character;  and  if  I  did  not  establish  that  he  is  as  jnftimous 
and  as  base  a  traitor  and  perjurer  as  I  have  ever  charged 
bim  to  be,  whir,  then,  I  am  willing  he  shall  have  all  the 
benefit  of  my  failure. 

'  Mr.  GH OLSON  said  he  would  call  any  gentleman  to 
order  who  made  remarks  out  of  order,  and  he  insisted 
that  (his  discussion  was  so. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said,  as  an  individual,  he  would,  with 
great  pleasure,  yield  to  the  request  of  the  gentle^nan 
from  Tennessee,  but,  as  a  Representative,  he  felt  com- 
pelled to  decline;  believing,  as  he  did,  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding to  be  not  only  irregular  but  disgraceful. 

Mr.  WISE  raised  the  point  of  order,  and  called  for 
the  decision  of  the  Cbair  upon  it,  whether  the  resolu- 
tion regulating  the  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  examina- 
tion of  witnesses,  and  raising  objections  to  them,  em- 
braced documentary  as  welt  as  oral  testimony.  If  it  did 
not,  and  he  could  not  himself  tell,  for  he  had  not  read 
it,  then  this  motion  to  object  was  clearly  out  of  order. 

Mr.  BR1GG3  informed  th?  gentleman  that  the  order 
be  had  referred  to  applied  to  both. 

The  CHAIR  so  ruled,  and  desired  the  Clerk  to  read 
the  order;  which  having  been -done, 

Mr.  WISE  said,  I  am  satisfied,  sir. 

Mr.  key  would  simply  reply,  to  what  he  considered 
the  very  extraordinary  objections  urged  against  this  res- 
olution, that  if  his  learned  friend  (Mr.  Walter  Jones) 
and  himself  were  unlearned  in  matters  of  parliamt ntary 
law,  and  as  to  what  sort  of  evidence  was  the  law  of  that 
House,  they  should  hope  to  be  excused.  It  was  cer- 
,  tainly  very  excusable  for  them  to  be  ignorant  of  that  of 
*  which  all  the  world  was  ignorant  except  the  honorable 
members  of  the  body  itself.  Mr.  K.  and  his  friend  had 
hid  but  little  experience  in  parliament;  but,  as  the  argu- 
ment he  could  offer  in  support  of  this  application  was  the 
authority  of  the  House  itself,  lie  should  rely  upon  that  au- 
thority, as  well  also  as  upon  the  reason  and  justice  of  the 
application  it«elf;  and  he  trusted  he  should  be  able  to 
show  that  there  was  no  sort  of  validity  in^  the  objections, 
the  very  warm  objections,  that  had  been  raised  against  it. 

Why,  sir,  said  Mr.  K  ,  has  there  not  been  evidence  in 
this  case  produced  against | the  accused?  His  card,  for 
instance,  which  is  said  to  have  justified  the  wrath  on  the 
part  of  certain  honorable  members  of  (he  House  against 
him?  Has  not  that  curd  been  read  before  Jhe  House? 
Has  it  not  been  read  for  the  purpose  of  showing  a  vin- 
dication of  the  insult  he  had  met  with?  Has  it  not  been 
read  for  the  purpose  of  justifying  and  excusing  tbe  con- 
duct made  use  of  towards  him?  And  is  this  House  go- 
ing to  stop  there?    Is  this  House  going  to  stop  at  that 


card?  Sir,  is  it  not  plain,  simple,  manifest  justice,  to 
allow  the  accused  person,  against  whom  (hat  card  is 
brought,  to  produce  the  publications  which  gave  rise  to 
it,  and  to  put  in  the  declarations  made  use  of  against 
him,  which  very  declarations  had  demanded  from  him 
H  public  disavowal,  in  the  terms  and  language  of  that 
card?  Will  it  be  said,  sir,  that  this  House  proceeds  4o 
allow  evidence  which  is  to  show  the  accused  is  without 
excuse,  and  yet  not  suffer  him  to  produce  evidence  of 
the  malicious,  malignant,  and  violent  circumstances  and 
persecutions  which  drew  from  him  that  card?  Why, 
sir,  it  does  seem  to  me  too  plain  a  proposition  to  ques* 
tion,  and  I  am  only  surprised  that  the  learned  and  hon- 
orable member  who  has  objected  to  the  introduction  of 
those  speeches  should  have  forgotten  that  that  card,  or 
rather  the  introduction  of  that  card,  is  the  evidence 
upoi)  which  we  predicate,  as  regards  one  of  the  gentle- 
men, [Mr.  PxTTov,]  the  right  to  use  his  speeches  before 
this  House. 

The  honorable  gentleman  who  makes  the  objection 
seems  to  admit  that  there  may  be  some  grounds  for  of- 
fering the  speeches  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
tMr.  WisK,]  but  denies  that  there  are  grounds  justifying 
us  in  offering  the  speeches  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nfssee.  If,  however,  the  honorable  member  had  re- 
membered the  card,  he  would  have  seen,  by  tbe^way  in 
which  it  had  been  introduced,  and  the  circumstances 
which  g^ew  out  of  it,  that  we  have  the  right  to  bring 
evidence  justifying  its  publication. 

As  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  Mr.  Speaker,  can 
any  thing  in  the  world  be  plainer  than  that  we  hate  the 
right  to  show  (he  state  of  feeling,  the  state  of  hostility,  sub- 
slating  in  his  breast  towards  tbe  accused,  before  the  pub- 
lication of  that  card.  The  gentleman  is  chairman  of  the 
committee  before  whom  this  accused  man  is  called  to 
give  testimony;  nay,  more,  sir:  it  is  at  the  gentleman's 
own  motion  the  accused  is  summoned;  and  ahall  we  not 
produce  his  speeches,  to  show  Jiii  state  of  feeling  to- 
wards the  individual  whom  he  has  thus  called  before 
him?  Sir,  shall. we_not  ahow  that  be  has  denounced  the 
accused  as  a  perjured  wretch?  And' is  a  •*  perjured 
wretch'*  to  be  called  before  a  committee  to  give  testi- 
mony which  might  charp^e  any  body  else?  Or»  even  if 
it  be  to  charge  himself,  is  it  to  be  pretended  that  any 
gentleman  can  justify  tbe  calling  the  accused  before  a 
committee,  to  have  interrogatories  propounded  for  tbe 
express  purpose  of  criminating  himself? 

But,  sir,  I  need  not  argue  upon  the  propriety  and  jus- 
tice of  the  course  we  have  been  bound  to  take  in  regard 
to  the  accused  on  this  occasion.  In  tbe  case  of  Houston, 
he  was  allowed  to  offer,  in  excuse  for  his  conduct  in 
having  actually  assaulted  a  member  out  of  the  House,  a 
publication  of  thai  member*  It  was  discussed  and  deci- 
ded that  he  had  the  right  to  offer  the  speeches  of  Mr. 
Stanberry  in  evidence;  and»  further,  there  was  allowed 
to  the  accuser  on  that  occasion  an  opportunity  of  prov- 
ing the  truth  of  the  assertions;  and  so  I  say  here,  sir, 
let  the  learned  and  honorHble  gentlemen,  who  have 
made  these  charges  against  the  ptisoner,  eome  forward 
and  make  them  good,  if  (hey  can.  If  (hey  have  got  evi- 
dence by  which  they  .can  sustain  (heir  allegations,  let  it 
come  out.  We,  sir,  will  not  shrink  from  it.  We  have 
courted  inquiry,  here  and  every  where.  The  accused 
has  been  charged  ^with  gross  and  great  offences;  but 
what  opportunity  has  he  had  to  justify  himself?  None, 
sir.  We  hear  it  avowed  by  (he  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see that  he  believes  those  charges  to  be  true.  I  do  not 
doubt  it,  Mr.  Speaker;  1  can  only  lament  that  such  com- 
munications have  been  furnished  to  him  as  to  have  in- 
duced him  to  believe  such  accusations,  without  trial, 
without  investigation,  without  the  prisoner  having  had 
an  opportunity  any  where  to  exhibit  proof  of  hia  inno- 
cence.   How  is  he  to  get  a  trlal^    Can  he  come  fotward 
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to  drtprove  these  accurations?  The  gfentleman  says  he 
believes  them*  but  upon  what  information?  The  hearsay 
infonnation  of  witneasea  called  before  the  select  core- 
mittee,  with  wbont  he  has  had  conversations!  The  ques- 
tion was  aake()  before  that  committee  as  to  the  character 
of  Mr.  Whitney,  though  he  was  not  present;  and  because 
gentlemen  objected  to  the  materiality  or  relevancy  of 
the  question  to  the  object  for  which  the  committee  was 
raised,  hence  the  honorable  member  from  Tenneasee 
takes  all  this  hearsay  in  format  ibn  as  establishing,  or 
going  to  establish,  the  truth  of  his  accusations.  Sir,  I 
say  here,  that,  acting  upon  the  authority  of  Houston's 
case,  we  have  an  undoubted  right  to  go  behind  tbmt 
card,  and  adduce"  what  brought  it  out.  The  admitted 
declarations  of  those  gentlemen  the  House  ought  to  re- 
ceive. If  there  was  no  proof  in  the  hands  of  those  f^en* 
tlemen  to  show  that  they  believed  the  accused  guilty, 
let  It  appear;  at  leaat,  let  him  have  a  trial,  and  a  fair  op- 
portunity of  defence;  and  I  here  pledge  myself  he  will 
never  shrink  from  it. 

Mr.  PICKENS  understood  the  learned  counsel  to 
make  a  distinct  proposition,  viz:  that  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  should  be  allowed  to  prove  his  allega- 
tions. With  that  understanding,  Mr.  P.  would  with- 
draw his  objection. 

Mr.  PEYTON.     I  am  quite  ready  to  go  into  it,  sir. 

Mr.  CAMBRELEN6.  I  will  renew  the  objection  if 
it  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Key.  '  Mr.  Speaker,  ^e  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  that  we  are  ready  now,  or  at  any  time,  to  go 
into  it.  We  styill  not  shrink  from  any  investigation  that 
can  be  made,  here  or  elsewhere. 

In  reference  to  the  queation  before  the  House,  he  re- 
peated that  it  was  settled  in  the  case  of  Houston,  and 
stood  upon  the  broad  and  immutable  principle  of  mani- 
leat  juatice. 

Mr.  PICKENS.  With  the  understanding  before  re- 
ferred to,  1  withdraw  my  objection. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG.  I  renew  it,  Mr.  Speaker,  and 
I  will  briefly  atate  my  reasons.  Mr.  C.  was  proceeding 
to  do  so,  when 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  called  the  gentle- 
man to  order,  on  the  ground  that  the  House  could  nof 
entertain  reasons  a  second  time  on  the  same  queation. 

Mr.  MERCER.  If  the  decision  of  the  Chair  is  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  has  no  right  to  speak, 
tbeif  1  appeal  from  that  decision. 

The  SPEAKER.   The  Chair  has  not  uttered  one  word. 

Mr.  McKAY.  Has  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroli- 
na unconditionally  withdrawn  his  objection  f 

Mr.  PICKENS. '  1  do  withdraw  it  unconditionally. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG.  I  renew  it,  jind  will  proceed 
to  give — 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order, 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  inaist  upon  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
whether,  under  the  resolution  prescribing  the  mode  of 
proceeding,  mcjre  than  two  speeches  can  be  made  to  one 
question. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  there  was  no  dlfHculty 
upon  the  question  of  order  whatever.  If  one  member 
made  an  objection,  and  was  heard  upon  it,  by  withdraw- 
ing the  objection  he  certainly  Could  not  inhibit  any  other 
member  from  making  an  objection;  and  if  he  could  not 
inhibit  another  from  objecting,  neither  could  he  prevent 
him  from  stating  the  ground  of  his  objections.  The  con- 
verse of  this  would  give  the  member  objecting  the  pow- 
er of  spesking  himself,  and  of  precluding  every  other 
member  of  the  House  from  speaking,  on  any  question. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  had  but  a  word  or  two  to  say. 
The  gentleman  from  So«ith  Carolina  [Mr.  Pickshh] 
bad,  he  iaiJ»  expressed  some  of  the  strongest  objections 
to  this  proposition,  but  Mr^  C's  principal  objection  was 
his.     They  tiad  but  a  few  days  remaining  of  the  session; 


and  if  this  business  was  not  finished  that  night,  he  feared 
the  appropriation  bills  would  be  lost,  fie  really  thought 
every  member  was  tired  with  this  case,  and  bad  no  de» 
sire  to  go  further  into  it;  nor  did  he  think  the  House  waa 
'  about  to  take  its  business  out  of  its  own  hand?,  and  send 
it  to  the  committees  below  stairs. 

Mr.  PICKENS  then -withdrew  his  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  the  proposition  to  introduce  this  testimony 
was  lost,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  GHOLSON,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
conduct  the  examination,  then  arose  and  announced  that 
the  counsel  for  the  accused  had  cloaed,  so  far,  their  oral 
testimony,  but  desired,  through  him,  to  submit  a  propo- 
sition to  the  House.  The|1)ad  furnished  him  with  k  list 
or  memorandum  of  certain  portions  of  the  journal  of  the 
select  committee  of  whl6h  the  Hon.  Mr.  Gau-lkhh,  of 
Virginia,  was  chairman,  with  k  request  that  a  clerk  be 
directed  to  transcribe  them  for  the  use  of  counsel  and 
the  membera;  The  reason  of  the  request  was  this:  the 
journal  was  then  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  and  could 
not,  without  very  great  inconvenience,  be  spared  from 
the  printing  office;  because,  if  it  was,  it  could  not  be 
printed  in  time  for  the  report.  He  therefore  moved  that 
a  clerk  be  appointed  to  make  such  extracts,  for  the  p^r- 
poae  above  mentioned. 

Mr.  PEYTON  rose  to  inquire  of  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  [Mr.  Gholson,]  and  the  learned 
counsel  of  the  accused,  whether  they  would  be  unwil- 
ling tbst  the  same  clerk  should  likewise  furnish  copies 
or  extracts  from  the  journal,  showing  all  (he  questions 
propounded  to,  and  the  answers  returned  thereto  by, 
witnesses  upon  the  same  points  upon  which  questions 
had  been  propounded  in  the  House.  The  learned  coun- 
sel would  understand  Mr.  P's  meaning.  It  was  this. 
Some  few  of  the  witnesses  had  responded  to  the  inquiry, 
as  to  whether  the  accused  was  known  to  them,  and  that 
favorably  or  unfavorably,  for  capacity  as  well  as  integ- 
rity. These  Mr.  P.  would  want.  He  also  wished  ex- 
tracted, from  the  same  journal,  copies  of  all  the  ques- 
tions on  this  subject  that  were  ffropounded,  whether 
responded  to  or  not,  either  before  the  committee  or 
elsewhere.  He  could  not  think  the  counsel  would  ob- 
ject to  it. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  explained  the  extent  the  committee 
proposed  the  call  should  go,  and  the  gentlernan  could 
aee  if  it  would  aatisfy  him. 

They  proposed,  then,  to  have  extracts  made  of  all  the 
answers  to  the  29th  interrogatory,  which  waa  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

**  At  the  time  he  [i.  e.  the  accused]  was  so  designated, 
were  ynu  acquainted  with  him  personally;  and  was  he 
favorably  known  to  you,  either  for  capacity  or  In- 
tegrity?" 

Mr.  G.  supposed  that  would  satisfy  the  gentleman 
from  Tenneasee.  ' 

Mr:  PEYTON.  If  I  understand  the  gentlemsn  cor- 

.  rectly,  1  accede  to  his  proposition;  which  is,  that  we  have 

extracts  made  of  all  questions  and  of  all  answers  upon 

that. subject,  either  before  the  committee  or  elsewhere. 

Mr.  GHOLSON.  All  that  took  place  in  and  before 
the  committee,  that  appeara  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  PEYI'ON.  To  be  sure,  as  well  the  questions  pro- 
pounded as  the  answers  upon  that  subject.  1  want  all 
that  appeara  upon  the  journals  upon  that  subject. 

Mr.  GHOLSON.  That  is  my  understanding  of  what 
the  counsel  proposes;  every  thing  connected  with  the 
39th  interrogatory. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  But  that  interrogatory  does  not  get  out 
one  half,  one  tenth,  one  fiftieth,  of  what  is  on  the  jour- 
nal. 

Mr.  THOMAS.  I  will  remind  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  that  yesterday,  on  motion  of  counsel,  the 
whole  journal  of  the  select  committee  was  made  part  of 
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the  proceeding's  of  th'M  House;  and  the  entire  journal 
will,  therefore,  be  in  possession  of  the  House  before, 
probably,  this  investigtiiion  will  close.  But,  in  any 
event,  any  member  of  the  House,  it  beinj^  part  of  the 
proceedings,  can  designate  ^hat  part  of  the  journal  he 
may  desire  'to  use  in  any  discussion  that  may  arise,  and 
be  furnished  with  it  without  any  special  order. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  If  so,  then  why  do  counsel  call  for  any 
particular  part  of  it? 

Mr.  GHOLSON.  I  will  again  explain  to  the  gentle- 
man. The  chairman  of  the  Select  committee  [Mr.  Gar- 
LAiru]  informs  me  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  that  jour* 
nal  entire,  fr«m  the  fact  tl^at  it  will  not  be  out  of  the 
bands  of  the  printer  before  next  Thursday,  and  surely 
we  will  get  clear  of  Mr.  Whitney  before  that  time. 

Mr.  BE1.L.  It  seems  to  me  proper  to  bring  the  entire 
journal. 

Mr.  WISE.  That  journal,  or  any  portion  of  that  jour- 
nal,  brought  here  to  prove  the  general  character  of  the 
accused  for  truth  and  veracity,  or  for  common  integrity, 
will  be  insufficient.  1  wish  to  know  if  gentlemen  will 
prove,  by  witnesses  who  were  introduced  before  that 
committee,  the  specific  facts  touching  the  integrity  of 
this  roan.  I  will  name  one  instance.  There  was  intro- 
duced before  that  committee  a  gentleman  of  this  city, 
of  the  highest  respectability,  to  testify  to  the  fact  that 
this  man,  who  is  now  called  *'  the  accused,"  was  a  fraud- 
ulent and  dishonest  roan  as  a  debtor. 

Mr.  BRIGG9.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  ord^r,  Mr. 
Speaker.  I  do  conceive  this  is  not  the  time  for  making 
charges. 

Mr.  WISB.  I  am  making  a  question  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  testimony,  not  a  charge;  and  I  think  the  gentle- 
roan  will  understand  me  when  he  hears  me  through. 
Well,  questions  were  propounded  to  that  witness,  and 
Also  the  particular  question  ai  to  the  specific  fsct,  but 
.  the  committee  -objected;  and  whether  he  could  have 
proved  it  or  not,  was  to  be  tested.  It  can  be  done  now 
.j#  well  as  then.  If  these  extracts  are  taken  to  bring  in 
-that  witness  befure  this  f louse,  and  simply  testify  here 
what  that  committee  would  not  inquire  into — if  that  be 
the  object,  why,  then,  I  hope,  sir,  the  fullest  latitude  will 
be  given. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  I  think,  sir,  I  have  not  been  suffi- 
ciently  understood.  They  wish  the  positive  evidence;  I 
wish  the  negative  evidence.  I  will  illustrate  my  idea, 
so  that,  if  possible,  I  cannot  be  misunderstood.  One  of 
the  witnesses  who  testified  favorably  of  the  accused,  and 
whose  answer  they  have  required  to  be  produced  by  the 
clerk,  stated  that  the  accured  was  known  to  him  Individ- 
ually favorably,  both  for  integrity  and  capacity.  But  to 
this  question,  and  which  appears  on  the  jotirnal,  <«  Were 
you  acquainted  with  the  general  character  of  the  ac- 
cused when  he  resided  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and, 
if  so,  what  was  his  character  for  honesty  and  veracity? 
Would  you  believe  him  upon  his  oath,  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, from  bis  general  character?"  That  question,  Mr. 
Speaker,  was  not  only  not  answered,  but  was  voted  down 
by  the  committee,  a  majority  of  whom  supposed  it  was 
not  proper  to  be  put. 

Another  question  was  this:  "  Was  it  not  umversally 
understood  in  Philadelphia  that,  during  the  late  war,  he 
(Whitney)  was  a  British  commissary,  and  engaged  in 
amuggling  gold  and  driving  cattle  from  the  United 
States,  to  pay  and  feed  the  British  soldiers?"  That  ques- 
tion, sir,  stands  oo  the  journal,  and  they  skulked  from 
that,  also. 

Another  question  was,  •<  Did  he  not  maintain  there 
the  character  of  a  common  blackleg,  as  the  keeper  oft 
faro  bank  in  that  city?" 

Another  was,  « Is  not  the  accused  a  notorious  bank- 
rupt at  this  time?" 

Mr.  GHOLSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  call  the  gentleman 
to  order.    What  ia  his  object,  sir? 


Mr.  GLASCOCK.  I  shall  object  to  the  proposition 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  Theae  are 
matters'with  which  this  House  has  nothing  to  do. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  I  will  state  my  object  in  a  few  words, 
with  this  further  remark.  What  I  want  from  the  journal 
ia  the  evidence  I  have  already  stated,  and  the  entry  of 
the  additional  fsct  which  I  offered  to  prove  by  a  witness, 
and  which  evidence  was  suppressed  by  the  friends  of  the 
accused,  viz:  that  be  Is  a  bankrupt  to  a  large  amount, 
and  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  every  dishonest  practice 
to  defraud  hia  creditors,  living  at  this  time  within  the 
bounds  in  this  city,  in  a  style  of  princely  splendor  and 
extravagance,  and  that  he  has  actually  told  his  credit- 
ors that  if  they  would  not  come  to  hia  terms  he  would 
swear^ 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  compelled 
to  call  the  gentleman  to  order.  Here  are  charges  of 
the  most  grave  character,  brought  against  a  man  now 
at  your  bar,  who  has  not,  cannot  have,  the  opportunity 
of  reply.  I  put  it  to  the  gentleman  himself  whether  It 
is  fair. 

Mr.  Key.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  counsel  for  the  accused 
wish  to  submit  a  proposition  to  the  Houae,  which  I  hold 
in  my  hand. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  entertained  at  the  commencement 
of  this  mattei^— 

Mr.  PEYTON.     I  want  the  whole  of  the  testimony! 

The  CHAIR.  Order!  The  Chair  said  he  had  sup- 
posed that,  by  general  consent,  some  agreement  would 
have  been  come  to  between  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  House,  the  counsel  for  the  accused,  and  the  mem- 
bers generally.  Entertaining  this  view,'  the  Chair  had 
suffer^  the  debate  thus  far  to  progress,  but  the  whole 
of  it  was  irregular  on  both  sides.  '  H  the  ceunael  for  the 
accused  had  not  finiahed  their  testimony,  but  had  any 
further  testimony  to  pffer,  they  would  proceed  to  do  so« 
or  if  they  had  any  request  to  make,  they  would  submit 
their  motion  in  writing,  and  then  it  would  be  regular- 
ly ascertained  whether  any  member  of  the  House  ob- 
jected to  it. 

Mr.  McKAY.     1  object,  sir. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK.     I  have  objected. 
*    Mr.  THOMAS.   I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  object  till  > 
they  hear  it! 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the  examination  was  in  the 
handa  of  the  accused  and  hit  counsel,  and  the  Chair  bad 
only  entertained  suggestions  under  the  idea  that  some 
agreement  would  have  been  arrived  at.  Finding,  how- 
ever, that  difficulties  had  arisen,  he  moat  now  intimate 
to  the  counsel  tliat  they  would  proceed  regularly  till 
they  had  closed  their  testimony.  Any  request  they 
wished  to  make,^ottt  of  this  course,  must  be  redticed  to 
writing. 

Mr.  MERCER.  I  wish  to  submit  a  question  of  order 
to  the  Speaker.  A  question  similar  to  that  which  I  am 
about  to  propound  was  suggested  to  the  Chair  a  abort 
time  ago,  the  answer  to  which  was  not  aatlafactory  to 
me.  If  the  Chair  will  examine  the  language  of  the  or- 
der of  the  House,  in  reference  to  the  mode  of  proceed- 
ing in  this  case,  and  under  which  we  are  now  acting,  he 
will  perceive  that  authority  given  to  the  respondent,  by 
that  order,  is  to  <* examine  witnesses."  The  word  **  tes- 
timonv"  is  subsequently  introduced  into  the  order.  I 
consider,  therefore,  sir,  the  whole  of  the  last  part  of 
our  proceedings  entirely  irregular,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  de- 
parture from  that  order.  We  have  not  been  examining 
witneases  for  aome  timet  *nd  if  there  be  no  other  witnesa 
to  examine,  I  have  a  reaolution  in  my  hand  which  I  widh 
to  submit. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  make  this  point  of 
order:  that,  according  to  the  rule  the  House  has  adopt- 
ed, and  under  which  the  proceedings  in  this  case  are 
conducted,  no  proposition  whatever  can  be  reeogniicd. 
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other  than  that  growing  out  of  queitiom  to  be  propound- 
ed to  witneasea,  and  such  proceedingi  as  may  grow  out 
of  them. 

Mr.  THOMAS  asked  leave  to  read  his  proposition, 
with  a  viewy  he  said,  that  the  House  might  judge  of  its 
propriety. 

There  being  no  objeetion,  the  proposition  was  accord* 
ingly  read,  in  eubstanee,  as  follows:  Ordering  that  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  cause  extracts  to  be  made  fVom  the 
journal  of  the  select  committee  of  certain  portions  there- 
of therein  indicated. 

The  CHAIR  said  there  was  a  witness  (Mr.  Moore) 
then  on  the  stand,  who  had  bad  time  to  prepare  bis  an- 
swer, and  the  Chair  was  informed  that  he  had  been  ready 
for  some  time  to  give  it  in. 

The  answer  of  Mr.  Moore,  for  which  time  had  been 
giren  him,  was  then  handed  in,  as  follows: 

Answer,  i  have  read  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Peyton  and 
Mr.  Wiee,  as  printed  in  the  Globe,  and  it  is  my  opinion 
that,  in  their  general  tenor,  the  remarks  of  both  these 
gentlemen,  as  there  given,  correspond  essentially  with 
my  recollection  of  them  as  delirered  on  the  floor  of  the 
House. 

Croat-examination  of  3tr.  Moore, 
(Question  by  Mr.  WISB.  Do  you  not  distinctly  recol- 
lect that  Mr.  Wise  did  utter  the  remarks  commencing 
with  the  words  ••  Let  me  not  be  miwnderstood,"  &c.  f 
And  what  did  you  understand  him  in  substance  to  say, 
and  to  mean,  in  explaining  his  act  and  intention  in  inters 
posing -between  Mr.  Peyton  and  Mr.  Whitney/ 

Mr.  Jones,  counsel  for  the  accused,  objected  to  this 
interrrogatory,  and  he  did  acHiecauae  the  interrogatory 
culled  upon  the  witness  to  give  his  understanding  of  the 
worda  used  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  whereat,  as  a 
reporter,  he  should  only  give  his  language,  and  let  every 
one  draw  their  own  inference  from  it. 

Wr.  WISB  believed,  if  the  learned  counael  had  look- 
ed more  particularly  into  the  interrogatory,  he  would 
have  found  that  it  did  not  call  upon  the  witness  for  his 
construction  of  the  language  used  on  the  occasion,  but 
only  asked  him  for  his  recollection  of  the  words.  In  'the 
first  place,  it  asks  him  whether  he  recollects  distinctly 
the  words;  and  in  the  second  place  it  asks  him  for  his 
understanding,  that  is,  his  memory  and  recollection  of  the 
words  which  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  uttered,  and  the  meaning 
which  those  words  imported  to  him  at  the  time. 

He  would  be  glad  if  the  learned  counsel  would  in- 
ftmet  bim  how  to  ask  the  witness  this  question,  as  be 
was  inexperienced.  What  he  desired  to  ask  was,  <t)ow 
the  witness  had  understood  him  on  that  occasion.  He 
wished  to  ask  him  for  the  words,  and  the  meaning  of 
those  words,  as  he  comprehended  them,  and  what  sensa- 
tions they  had  created  in  bis  breast  at  the  time.  His 
object  W88  not  to  accuse  the  accused,  but  to  defend  him- 
self. He  knew,  from  the  course  pursued  by  the  lesrn- 
ed  counsel  in  this  examination,  that  an  effort  was  making 
to  convict  him  of  having  made  use  of  the  expressions 
and  entertained  the  feellnga  of  an  assassin.  That  it 
might  be  made  to  appear' to  the  world  he  had  made  dec- 
orations of  his  sentiments  snd  feelings,  on  that  floor, 
which  held  out  the  idea  that  he  was  a  character  wholly 
unsafe  for  this  gentleman  to  appear  before  as  chairman 
of  the  committee.  Mr.  W.  should  not  vote  to  make  this  wit- 
ness appear  before  the  committee,  nor  would  he  vote  at 
all  in  thiscaset  but,  as  far  as  he  could,  he  meant  to  demon- 
strate, before  the  investigation  was  got  through  with, 
thst  this  was  not  an  individual  matter)  and  if  the  House 
carried  on  this  investigation  as  it  should,  snd  called  upon 
the  accused  to  purge  himself  of  this  contempt,  he  did 
not  expect  the  accused  himself  would  say,  before  God 
and  the  country,  that  he  waa  afraid  to  appear  before 
the  investigating  commit* ee  of  which  he  (Mr.  W.)  was 
ehairman,  on  account  of  any  thing  he  bad  said  on  that 
floor. 


Mr.  W.  hoped  the  learned  counsel  would  withdraw 
bis  objections  to  this  interrogatory,  as  he  believed  ques- 
tions of  a  similar  character  had  been  propounded  to  wit- 
nesses without  objection.  This  question  did  not  go  to 
prove  the  guilt  of  the  sccused,  but  it  went  to  prove  the 
mnocence  of  Mr.  W.  himself.     , 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  it  was  decided,  with- 
out a  division,  that»the  interrogatory  should  be  propound - 
ded  to  the  witness. 

Mr.  Moore  then  returned  the  following  answer: 

Answer.  I  have  a  distinct  recollection  that  the  worda 
referred  to  in  this  question  were  uttered  by  Mr.  Wise, 
certainly  in  sub^nce.  The  meaning  which  I  attsched 
to  them  at  that  time  was,  that  Mr.  Wise  would  only 
have  interposed  by  violence  to  protect  the  life  of  his 
friend,  Mr.  Peyton,  in  case  he,  Mr.  Wise,  had  seen  a 
movement,  or  the  indication  of  a  movement,  towards 
violence  on  the  part  of  the  accused.  In  that  event 
alone,  did  I  understand  that  Mr.  Wise  would  have  in- 
terfered otherwise  than  by  conciliatory  means. 

Question  by  Mr.  WISB.  Was  the  proof  sheet  of  the 
report  in  the  Globe,  within  your  knowledge  or  informa- 
tion, submitted  to  Mr.  Wise  for  correction^ 

Answer.  The  proof  sheet  wss  not  submitted  to  Mr. 
Wise,  either  for  revision  or  correction. 

The  witness  was  then  discharged  from  the  stand. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the^  proposition  just 
read  and  submitted  to  the  House  by  Mr.  Thoicas; 
and  it  being  again  read  from  the  Clerk's  table,  ob- 
jection was  made  to  it{  when 

Mr.  GHOLSON  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule;  and 
the  question  being  taken  by  tellers,  the  vote  was:  Ayes 
67 1  noes  53— no  quorum. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  moved  a  call  of  the  House:  lost,  with- 
out a  division t  as  was  also  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rule,  (it  having  been  ascertained,  before  putting  the 
queation,  that  a  quorum  was  within  the  hall.) 

Mr.  Key.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to  say  a  very  few 
words  in  explanation. 

Mr.  ALFORD.  I  object  to  those  few  words,  sir. 

Mr.  BRIGGS.  I  rise,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  a  question  of 
order. 

Mr.  MERC  BR,  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  BRIGGS.  Sir,  I  rise  myself  to  a  question  of  or- 
der. I  understand  that  the  counsel  for  the  accused 
have  progressed  in  their  case  until  they  have  come  so 
far,  where  there  is  certain  written  testimony  upon  the 
journals  of  the  committee,  which  they  cannot  reach 
without  an  order  of  the  Houset  and  the  counsel  move 
the  Speaker  that  the  House  will  accordingly  order  that 
testimony,  which  is  on  the  journals,  to  be  produced  be- 
fore it.  Now,  if  I  am  right  in  stating  the  request,  I  ask 
if  the  Speaker  decides  that  this  is  in  order,  or  not  in  or- 
der. 

The  CHAIB.  In  that  form,  the  Chair  will  be  com- 
pelled to  say  it  Is  in  order;  but,  neverthelea*,  it  would 
still  be  in  the  power  of  a  majority  of  the  House  to  re- 
fuse it. 

Mr.  BRIGGS.  Certainly,  sir.  I  now  ask  the  counsel 
if  that  be  not  the  atate  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Key,  (one  of  the  counsel.)  Certainly,  sir. 

The  CHAIR.  This  prbceedinjp  is  assimilated  to  a 
proceeding  in  a  court  of  justice.  The  accused  is  at  the 
bar,  and  entitled  to  counsel  by  order  of  the  House.  He 
has  hsd  the  special  privilege  given  to  him  to  examine 
bis  witnesses  at  a  particular  time;  he  is  entitled  to  coun- 
sel to  conduct  his  defence,  and,  of  course,  he  has  the 
right  to  submits  request  to  the  court  or  to  the  House. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  how  far 
this  House,  without  the  consent  of  that  committee,  [viz: 
the  select  committee  of  which  Mr.  Gablahd,  of  Virginia, 
waa  chairman,]  have  the  right  to  control  one  particle  of 
the  teatimony  taken  before  that  committee,  until  they 
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report  to  this  Houie.  Sir,  I  deny  that  any  of  the  pro- 
ceeding in  that  committee  can  be  considered  as  testi- 
mony before  this  House,  in  their  present  inchoate  state, 
or  that  they  can  be  reached  by  any  process  of  the 
House,  or  in  any  other  way,  cicept  through  the  co^i- 
mittee  itself. 

The  CHAIR.  That  was  the  point  to  which  the  Chair 
endeavored  to  arrive  before  this  difHculiy- arose,  viz:  to 
have  a  distinct  proposition,  in  writing,  before  the  House. 

Mr.  M£RCER.  Mr.  Speaker,  if  I  had  no  other  rights 
by  staying  here  than  my  own,  I  would  withdraw  my  res- 
olution, and  withdraw  myself  too,  for  I  should  have  no 
business  here  any  longer;  but  I  am  here  as  the  represent- 
ative of  my  constituents,  and  I  ask  that  my  reaolution 
be  read. 

This  was  acceded  to,  and  the  resolution  was  read 
from  the  Clerk's  table,  as  follows: 

Beitrenhedt  Tnat  ail  further  testimony  in  the  case 
of  Reuben  M.  Whitney  be  suspended,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee of  five  members  be  instructed  to  prepare  suitable 
interrogatories  to  be  submitted  to  said  Whitney,  in  or- 
der to  enable  him  to  purge  himself  of  the  contempt  im- 
puted to  him. 

The  CHAIR  stated  to  the  gentlemin  from  Virginia 
that  his  resolution  would  be  in  order,  but  that  there 
was  a  pending  motion  before  the  House,  at  the  instance 
of  counsel,  [viz:  4he  one  intimated  by  Mr.  Key^]  and 
whilst  that  motion  was  pending,  another  could  not  be 
received  until  it  was  disposed  of.  If  the  House  nega- 
tive or  affirm  that  proposition,  then  the  gentleman  might 
submit  his. 

Mr.  MERCER.  That  motion  is  withdrawn,  sir. 

The  CHAIR  inquired  if  the  counsel  had  withdrawn 
their  proposition^ 

Mr.  Key.  {^ot  at  all,  sir.        ^ 

The  CHAIR  so  undersood.  He  then  inquired  if  the 
counsel  had  suspended  their  proposition,  to  enable  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Thomas]  to  present  bis. 

Mr.  Key.  The  resolution  presented  by  the  gentle- 
man-from  Maryland  is  our  proposition,  sir. 

Mr.  MERCER.  That  cannot  be,  sir.  One  proposition 
cannot  be  two. 

The  CHAIR  explained  that  he  certainly  would  not 
have  entertained  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  to  in- 
troduce the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, if  he  lud  understood  it  to  be  the  same  motion 
counsel  intended  to  submit.  He  understood  it  to  be  a 
difiVrent  one;  sRd  hence  the  Chair  ruled  it  necessary  to 
suspend  the  rule,  in  order  to  get  it  in.  The  counsel 
now  mskes  his  motion  in  writing.  As  counsel,  he  has 
the  right  to  move  the  court.  The  Chair  receives  the 
motion;  and  it  is  for  the  House  to  determine  whether 
they  will  grant  the  request  or  not.  Pending  that 
motion,  however,  none  other  can  be  received. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  I  desire  to  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  [viz:  of  examination,]  through 
the  Speaker,  whether  the  questions  put  by  the  com. 
mittee,  or  which  purported  to  be  put  by  the  committee, 
have  been  agreed  to  by  the  members  of  that  committee 
or  not;  or  whether  they  have  been  put  by  a  member 
of  the  committee  upon  hia  own  responsibility,  but  aa 
coming  from  the  committee.     • 

Mr.  GHOLSON  (chairman  of  the  committee)  replied 
by  stating  that  three  of  the  members  of  the  committee 
agreed  to  submit  the  questions,  not  only  as  coming  from 
the  committee,  but  with  the  concurrence  of  the  coun* 
sel  of  the  accused.  This  was  done  to  get  round  a  diffi- 
culty that  appeared  to  prevail  at  the  time. 

The  CHAIR  directed  the  Clerk  to  read  the  proposi- 
tion; which  was  done.  The  substance  is  given  above, 
when  It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Thomas. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  said  ^he  should  object  to  the  adop- 
tion of  that  rcsvlution,  and  would  briefly,  as  he  was 


aware  the  time  of  the  House  was  very  preciouiy  state 
his  reasons  for  doing  so. 

He  had  already  intimated  to  the  House  that  he  did  not 
consider  it  within  the  power  of  that  House,  or  even  if  it 
were  within  its  power,  they  ought  not,  to  arrest  the 
proceedings  of  that  aelect  committee  of  investigation, 
or  make  use  of  any  evidence  contained  therein,  until 
that  committee  had  made  their  report,  and  that  report 
had  been  finally  adopted  by  the  Uouae.  He  had  been 
given  to  understand  that  tbe  report  of  that  oommittee, 
aa  it  was  intended  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  bad  not 
been  finally  agreed  upon;  and  he  held  that  it  would  be 
improper  for  ihe  House  to  take  any  action  upon  tbe  eri- 
dence  elicited  before  that  committee  till  tbe  report  wai 
brought  in  and  agreed  upon  by  the  House.  They  had 
constituted  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  examininfp 
into  certain  matters^  as  connected  with  the  different  de- 
partments  of  this  Government,  or  a  particular  depart- 
ment of  it;  and,  as  was  usual  on  sucli  occasions,  that 
committee  had  doubtless  adopted  for  themselves  rules 
and  regulations  by  which  they  were  to  be  governed. 
Now,  among  them,  it  was  well  known  that  the  members 
of  the  coAnmitteOvWere  not  even  permitted  to  state  what 
testimony  hsd  been  given  in  before  it;  and  that  was  one 
reason  why  he  thought  it  would  be  premature  for  the 
House  to  adopt  this  resolution  or  order,  until  the  com- 
mittee itself  had^rought  in  their  report,  when  (he 
whole  would  be  in  the  possession  of  the  House,  and 
such  extracts  could  be  taken  as  each  member  might  re* 
quire. 

But,  independent  of  this,  let  him  ask  if  gentlemen  did 
not  foresee  what  this  investigation  muat  inevitably  lead 
to,  and  what  an  unneceasary  oonaumption  of  time  would 
be  the  consequence,  if  this  resolution  be  adopted.  He 
bad  underatood  that  all  were  disposed  to  bring  this  HMt- 
ter  to  a  speedy  close;  yet  there  would  seem  a  disposition, 
on  the  part  of  some,  to  lengthen  out  this  investigation, 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  out  all  that  had  transpired 
before  the  select  committee.  Why,  by  tbe  adoption  of 
this  resolution,  he  contended,  they  would  be  rcsssu- 
ming  to  themselves,  and  taking  out  of  the  hands  of  that 
committee,  the  power  they  had  specially  conferred  up- 
on it.  If  the  proposed  extrscts  wer^  to  be  made  from 
their  report,  (if  it  could  be  called  a  report,  though  no 
report  had  yet  been  made;)  if  they  could  go  into  the  of- 
fice of  the  *<  Globe,"  and  take  away  those  incipient  and 
imperfect  proceedings,  he  would  ask  whether  it  would 
not  necessarily  be  attaching  to  the  proceeding  before 
the  Uouse  matters  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  issue,  so  f«r 
as  that  issue  involved  the  question  of  contempt.  And 
that  was  the  only  question  before  the  House.  For  bis 
own  part,  Mr.  G.  was  not  prepared  to  attach  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  this  case  testimony  wholly  unconnected  and  ir- 
relevant to  the  present  issue.  What  waa  Ihe  issue  before ' 
that  House  and  the  country?  Tbe  simple  issue,  he  re- 
peated, was,  had  or  had  not  a  contempt  been  committed 
by  Mr.  Whitney?  Now,  he  would  ask  the  House  if  every 
question  immediately  connected  with  that  isaue,  so  far 
as  related  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  bad  not  been 
extracted,  had  not  been  already  drawn  out,  from  the 
witnesses  slready  examined.  Had  not  every  thing  which 
could  bear  upon  the  alleged  contempt  been  fully  attend- 
ed to  and  investigated  in  their  proceedings?  What  had 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney,  except  in  relation  to  tbe 
particular  question  which  gave  rise  to  the  difficulty,  as 
connected  with  the  investigation  before  the  committee,  to 
do  with  the  present  investigation?  What  possible  bear- 
ing could  such  extracts  as  were  now  sought  to  be  pro- 
duced have  upon  the  present  issue,  being,  aa  they  were, 
wholly  unconnected  witli  it?  Where  the  necessity  of 
making  these  extracts,  fur  the  purpose  of  accompanying 
the  other  proceedings  before  the  House?  In  his  opin- 
ion, he  must  say,  it  would  be  s  reflection  upon  tbe 
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ittdgmefit  of  that  Honse  to  adopt  the  retoluHon,  except 
It  eottid  be  shown  that  the  questions  counsel  seek  to  ex« 
tract  were  relevant  to  the  issue  then  pending^.  What 
would  ttiey  behold?  Gentlemen  would,  at  their  own 
discretion,  extract  such  questions  and  such  answers  as 
they,  in  their  Judgment,  would  think  proper;  of  course, 
the  two  gentlemen  from  Virginia  and  Tennessee 
[Messrs.  Wisv  and  Psttov]  would  extract  such  as  were 
calculated  to  reflect  upon  and  expose  the  character  of 
the  present  accused;  the  learned  counsel  would  extract 
^  all  such  matters  as  were  calculated  to  respond  to  the 
others;  and  the  investigation  never  would  end.  Mr.  G. 
asked  if  such  a  latitude  was  ever  allowed  before  any  tri- 
bunal. For  himself,  be  was  disposed  to  tie  down  the 
psrties  to  the  proper  and  '  legal  course  of  proceeding, 
and  bring  them  to  the  direct  issue.  Adopt'  this  order, 
and  what  would  be  the  consequence?  Why,  as  had  been 
told  them  by  the  member  from  Tennessee,  certain  ques- 
tions bad  been  answered,  some  in  one  way,  favorably  to 
the  accused;  others  had  been  answered  directly  the  re- 
verse, totally  and  wholly  derogatory  to  his  character;  and 
would  the  House  go  into  this  matter }  Why,  they  would  be 
trying  Mr.  Whitney  on  an  issue  not  before  it,  and  taking 
from  the  hands  of  the  committee  the  power  specially 
delegated  to  it,  and  substituting  the  House  itself,  to  re- 
try the  very  issue  it  had  submitted  to  its  committee. 
This  was  the  only  construction  that  could  be  given  to 
the  proposition  under  consideration .  Let  not  the  House 
interfere  with  the  proceedings  of  the  investigating  com- 
mittee, but  suffer  them  to  make  thnr  report,  and  let  the 
people  judge  for  themselves,  when  that  report  went 
forth  to  the  country.  Go  into  this  now,  and  he  hesita- 
ted not  to  say  that  another  week  would  be  consumed 
in  the  investigation,  and  the  whole  of  the  public  business 
of  the  country  be  left  unacteci  on.  -    ^ 

Mr.  Key,  of  counsel  for  the  accused,  exceedingly  re- 
gretted that  they  weie  under  the  necessity  of  troubling 
the  House  with  this  matter,  but  it  certainly  was  not  their 
fault.  If  the  evidence  they  desired  was 'in  the  House, 
they. could  easily  obtsin  copies  from  the  Clerk;  but  it 
was  not  in  possession  of  the  Clerk;  it  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  printers  of  the  House,  and  it  was  necessary  to  have 
an  order,  so  that  a  clerk'might  be  employed  to  make  a 
copy  of  the  extracts  desired,  which  he  conceived  would 
take  but  a  very  short  time.  If  the  extracts  could  be 
procured  in  any  other  manner  than  by  this  order,  he 
h^d  no  objection  to  withdraw  it;  but  if  there  was  no  oth- 
er meana  of  procuring  them,  he  must  respectfully  urge 
the  adoption  of  the  order.  > 

The  motion  of  the  counsel  was  then  agreed  to,  with- 
out a  division,  and  the  Clerk  was  ordered  to  furnish  the 
extracts. 

.    Mr.  PAITON  then  submitted  the  following  resolu^ 
tion. 

Eeaolvedf  That  it  is  not  expedient  further  to  prose- 
cute the  trial  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  for  the  contempt 
of  the  House  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  him, 
and  that  he  be  now  discharged. 

Mr.  PATTOM  said  that  he  had  from  the  beginning 
foreseen  that  the  trial  would  assume  the  form  and  char- 
acter which  it  had  put  on;  that  it  would  be  protracted  to 
a  most  unreasonable  length,  by  the  introduction  of  a  vast 
mass  of  irrelevant  testimony,  and  by  the  raising  of  an  in- 
finite number  of  questions  o^  evidence;  and  that  the 
prosecution  of  the  inquiry  must  lead  to  heated  debate, 
and  probably  angry  personsi  collision. 

I  think  (said  Mr.  P.)  it  must  be  sufficiently  manifest, 
if  we  attempt  to  go  on  regularly  through  this  trial,  receiv- 
ing all  that  kind  of  testimony  and  pursuing  that  mode  of 
investigation  which  the  decisions  of  the  House  already 
have  authorized,  that  there  can  be  no  termination  of  the 
case  until  the  whole  of  the  residue  of  the  session,  no« 
barely  aafiicient  for  doing  the  public  business  of  abfo- 


lutely  indispensable  necessity,  shall  have  been  consumed. 
If  we  go  on  through  the  evidepce,  and  are  called  on  to 
pronounce  a  judgment  on  the  merits,  we  must  hear  de-  , 
bate  from  the  counsel  of  the  accused  and  from  many 
members  of  the  House,  which  it  would  be  exceedingly 
difficult  to  restrain  by  the  means  provided  for  arresting 
debate  in  an  ordinary  case  of  legislation.  Under  these 
circomstsnces,  I  have  been  meditating  for  some  time  to 
propose  something  which  would  put  a  stop  to  the  case 
without  any  decision  on  the  merits.  I  hope  I  may  be 
permitted  to  say,  and  it  may,  perhaps,  hfiduce  gentle- 
men on  both  sides  to  receive  more  fsvorably  the  propo- 
sition, that  I  have  studiously  and  purposely  abstained 
from  voting  upon  any  of  the  numerous  questions  of  evi- 
dence which  have  arisen  in  the  case.  I  have  kept  my- 
self aloof  from  all  the  excitement  which  I  was  sure  the 
case  must  elicit,  in  some  measure  in  the  hope  that^  from 
a  position  of  that  sort,  a  conciliatory  motion,  calculated 
to  put  a  stop  to  a  trial  so  disastrous  to  the  discharge  of 
the  public  legislation  of  the  country,  and  to  avoid  the 
necessity  of  any  decision  on  the  merits  of  the  case, 
might  be  acceptably  received.  I  do  verily  believe  that 
if  one  single  speech,  such  as  wHl  b6  made,  and  perhaps 
must  be  made,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  shall 
be  delivered  on  this  floor,- consequences  the  most  de- 
plorable will  follow;  scenes  of  Violence  and  personal  col- 
lision, such  as  we  are  not  accustomed  even' here  to  wit- 
ness, as  well  as  the  valuable  time  of  the  House  thrown 
away,  so  far  as  necessary  legislation  is  concerned,  with* 
out  the  hope  of  having  any  calm,  dispassionate,  or  use- 
ful determination  of  the  case  itself  which  is  under  trial. 
Before  we  got  involved  in  this  case,  1  made  an  effort  to 
prevent  it  by  laying  the  report  of  the  comnnittee  on 
the  table.  I  would  now  renew  that  proposition,  but 
the  effect  of  that  would  be  to  leave  the  prisoner  in  cus- 
tody. I  have,  therefore,  proposed  the  resolution  now 
under  consideration,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the 
same  object:  that  is,  to  get  rid  of  this  case  in  the  only 
practicable  way,  without  coming  to  any  decision  of  the 
House  on  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  accused,  or  any 
body  else,  whose  conduct  is  directly  or  indirectly  impli- 
cated in  the  trial. 

■  Mr.  WISR  inquired  whether,  before  the  counsel  for 
the  accused  had  concluded  their  examination,  it  was  in 
order  to  move  such  a  resolution  without  first  moving  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  counsel  for  the  accused  had 
concluded  the  examination  of  witnesses,  as  he  under* 
stood.  ..         .' 

Mr.  WISE  iubmhted  it  to  the  Chair  and  the  House 
whether  this  resolution  could  be  in  order  when  there 
were  witnesses  on  the  stanr^  as  it  were.  The  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  had  called  a 
witness,  his  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  GABtivn,]  who 
was  sworn,  and  had  interrogatories  propounded  to  him 
which  he  had  not  yet  answered,  and  the  clerk  of  the 
committee  had  not  yet  been  examined.  Were  these 
witnesses  (o  be  cut  off*  in  this  way?  Wss  this  the  spirit 
of  your  rule?  Was  this  the  justice  of  the  House'  And 
would  the  Speaker  make  this  decision' 

The  CHAIR  said  (hat  while  a  witness  was  on  the 
stand,  this  resolution  would  not  be  in  order;  but  that  it 
would  be  in  order  when  the  witness  was  off  the  stand. 
There  was  certainly  no  witness  on  the  staml  at  the  time 
the  resolution  was  submitted;  therefore,  he  could  not 
do  otherwise  than  entertain  it.  He  had  informed  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Msncsn]  that  his  motion 
would  he  in  order  so  soon  as  the  witness  should  be  re- 
moved from  the  6tand.  At  the  stage  of  the  proceeding 
when  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Fattok]  had 
made  his  motion,  the  counsel  fur  the  accused  had  in- 
formed the  Chair  that  they  had  concluded  the  ex^imina. 
I  tion  of  their  witnesses,  and  there  was  no  motion  before 
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tlie  Houie.  Then,  certain)^,  the  motion  wm  in  order. 
The  Chair  then  read  an  extract  from  the  order  of  the 
House  in  support  of  his  decision. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  felt  constrained  to  ask  the  reading 
of  the  whole  of  the  order. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  order  of  the  House,  as  fol- 
lows: 

<*  Rtsohedf  That  Reuben  M.  Whitney  be  now  per- 
mitted to  examine  witnesses  before  this  House  in  rela- 
tion to  bis  alleged  contempt;  and  that  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker,  to  examine  such  wit- 
nesses on  the  part  of  the  House;  that  the  questions  put 
shall  be  reduced  to  writing  before  proposed  to  the  wit- 
nesses, and  that  the  answers  be  also  reduced  to  writing. 
Every  question  put  by  any  other  than  a  member  of  the 
committee  shall  be  reduced  to  writing  by  suQh  member, 
and  be  propounded  to  the  witness  by  the  Speaker,  if 
not  objected  to.  But  if  any  question  shall  be  objected 
to,  or  any  testimony  offered  shall  be  objected  to,  by  any 
member,  ihe  member  so  objecting,  and  the  %pcused  or 
bis  counsel,  shall  be  heard;  sf^er  which,  the  question 
shall  be  decided  without  further  debate*  If  parole  evi- 
dence is  offered,  the  witness  shall  be  sworn  by  the 
Speaker,  and  be  examined  at  the  bar,  unless  they^  are 
members  of  the  House,  in  which  case  they  may  be  ex- 
amined in  their  places." 

Mr.  WISE  would  now  appeal  to  the  House  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  to  say  whether  or  not  this  order 
did  not  apply  to  the  witnesses  to  be  examined  on  the 
part  of  the  committee.  This  order  proposed  an  exami- 
nation, not  only  on  the  part  of  the  accused,  but  on  the 
part  of  the  House  also. 

The  CHAIR  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  construction  of  the  first  sentence  of  this  order,  which 
was  in  the  following  words:  **Tbat  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney be  now  permitted  to  examine  witnesses  before  this 
House  in  relation  to  his  alleged  contempt;  and  thai  a 
committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker,  to  ex- 
amine such  witnesses." 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  it  was  possible  that  the  House 
only  intended  to  examine  such  witnesses  as  the*  accused 
might  introduce.  Was  it  possible  that  the  House  would 
sanction  this  ex  parte  proceeding'  Would  the  House 
confirm  this  decision  of  the  Speaker.'  He  would  beg  of 
bis  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Pattox,]  whom  he  knew 
intended  no  injustice  to  him,  to  withdraw  this  proposi- 
tion. The  defence  set  up  for  the  accused' was,  that  he 
(Mr.  W.)  was  an  unsafe  person  for  this  individual  to 
appear  before.  The  witnesses  of  the  accused  had  been 
heard  on  th>s  subject,  and  Mr.  W.  claimed  the  privilege 
of  calling  witnesses,  and  having  them  heard.  He  called 
upon  the  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  have 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  select  committee  [Mr. 
GARiiAarn]  called,  who  was,  by  far,  the  best  witness, 
and  let  him  te&tify.  He  witnessed  every  tmnsaction; 
and,  Mr.  W.  hesitated  not  to  say,  witnessed  more^than 
any  of  the  witnesses  who  had  testified,  because  his  posi- 
tion was  such  that  he  could  aee  more,  and  he  could  tell 
the  facts  of  that  scene  belter,  than  any  other  witness. 
It  was  but  justice  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
should  be  heard;  and  it  was  but  justice  that  the  clerk  of 
the  committee  should  be  called  upon  to  testify  in  rela- 
tion to  the  transaction,  and  tell  what  he  knew  about  the 
matter.  When  t4iis  accuserl,  in  his  defence,  became  an 
accuser,  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  waa  put  upon  his  defence, 
he  would  appeal  to  every  honorable  gentleman  on  that 
floor  to  allow  him  the  opportunity  of  examining  wit- 
nesses in  his  defence,  and  not  justify  the  accuaed,  and 
pronounce  judgment  on  him  (Mr.  W.)  by  his  discharge. 

Whsl  will  be  the  effect  of  your  resolution  to  discharge 
this  man?  Why,  it  will  be  passing  an  indirect  judgment 
on  a  chairman  of  a  select  committee  of  the  House. 
There  was  no  mot'ton  to  call  this  witness  before  a  com- 


mittee, to  testify  on  oath  touehinf  the  tubjeot-matter  of 
bis  alleged  contempt,  but  a  positive  unqualified  motion 
to  discharge  him.  The  effect  of  it  would  be  saying  to 
bim  that  he  waa  guilty  of  no  contempt,  and  was  perfect- 
ly justified  in  the  position  he  essumed  in  not  appearing 
before  a  select  committee,  after  being  duly  summoned 
to  appear.  Would  you  discharge  this  accused  aAer  ex- 
amining his  own  witnesses,  without  hearing  any  on  the 
other  side^  Mr.  W.  had  witnesses  be  wished  to  ex- 
amine, and  he  trusted  he  was  not  to  be  cut  off  in  thia 
way.  He  would  suggest  another  thing  to  the  Speaker. 
Thia  accused,  by  tbe  order  of  the  House,  was  to  go 
through  with  his  testimony-^not  his  witnesses,  but  his 
testimony.  The  question  in  relation  to  that  testimony 
was  the  subject  before  tbe  House.  Tbe  counsel  of  the 
accused  had  made  an  application  for  certain  extinct s 
from  the  journal  of  tbe  committee;  and,  whilst  that  ap- 
plication waa  pending  and  undecided,  it  could  not  be  in 
order  to  entertain  a  resolution  fpr  the  uneonditional  dis- 
charge of  this  accused.  If  the  Chair  decided  in  favor 
of  entertaining  this  resolution,  be  would  sot  iaconsist- 
ently  with  a  former  decision.'  When  a  member  of  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  had  suboritted  • 
motion,  the  Speaker  decided  it  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  CHAIR  said  be  had  so  decided,  because  there 
then  was  another  question  pending  before  the  House, 
and  undisposed  of. 

Mr.  WISE.     What  question  was  pending? 

The  CHAIR.     A  motion  from  the  counsel. 

Mr.  WISE  had  understood  that  a  member  of  the  com* 
mittee  had  first  submitted  that  proposition,  and  ssked  a 
suspension  of  tlie  rule  thereon,  and  the  Houae  bad  re- 
fused to  suspend  the  rules.  Afterwards,  when  the  Chair 
understood  tbe  motion  to  come  from  tbe  coonael,  he 
had  entertained  it;  but  until  the  testimony  of  the  accu- 
sed was  gone  through  with,  the  Speaker  had  refused  to 
entertain  any  proposition.  Now,  Mr.  W.  asked,  if  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  select  committee  [Mr.  Gak- 
land]  was  not  on  the  stand,  and  Mr.  W.  bad  interroga- 
tories to  propound  to  him.  Mr.  W.  would  call  upon 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mrw  Thomas,] 
to  say  whether  this  was  his  understanding  of  the  mode 
of  proceeding  under  this  rule.  In  all  cases  of  contempt 
which  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  witnessed,  the  accused  waa  first 
called  upon  to  purge  himself  of  the  contempt;  and  if  be 
did  not  choose  to  do  that,  witnesses  were  celled  upon  to 
establish  tbe  charge;  then,  after  they  were  examined, 
witnesses  for  the  defence  were  heard.  Now,  however, 
all  proceedings  hsve  been  reversed,  and  you  commence 
first  with  the  witnesses  for  the  defence,  and,  so  soon  as 
they  are  got  through  with,  all  testimony  is  silenced. 

The  CHAIR  explained  the  grounds  of  his  decimon. 
The  question  of  order  was  one  thing,  and  the  question 
whether  the  House  would  agree  to  the  resolution  wss* 
quite  a  different  one.  There  might  be  very  strong 
reasons  for  not  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  but  that  did 
not  affect  the  qm  stion  of  order.  The  Chair  then  beg- 
ged leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  proceed- 
ings in  this  case,  and  the  decisions  it  bad  become  his 
duty  to  make.  When  the  accused  was  first  brought  to 
tbe  bar  of  the  House,  and  before  any  witness  wss  put 
upon  the  stand,  the  Chair  entertained  a  motion  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massscbusctts  [Mr.  BnieGs}  aa  being  in 
order.  At  a  subseauent  stage  of  the  proceeding,  whilst 
a  witness  was  on  the  stand,  and  an  interrogatory  pro- 
pounded to  him,  and  the  witness  in  the  act  of  anawering 
it,  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cbaxbebs] moved 
a  proposition,  which  the  Chair  dtcided  to  be  not  then 
in  order;  for  the  most  obvious  reason,  that  while  a  wit- 
ness was  on  the  stand,  and  a  question  propounded  to 
him,  it  was  the  same  ss  a  pending  motion;  and,  by 
every  principle  of  parliamentary  law,  where  there 
is  a  pending  motion  it   is  not  in  order  to  entertaio 
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another.  That  evening,  in  the  confusion  of  the 
Home,  he  liad  made  a  decision  without  understanding 
the  facts  of  the  case,  as  they  were  afterwards  ex- 
plained. The  Chair  had  understood  the  counsel  for  the 
accused  to  have  submitted  a  motion,  and  then  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  [Mr.  Thomas]  submitted  his  mo- 
tion, which  the  Chair  decided  not  to  be  in  order,  with- 
out a  suspension  of  the  rule,  pending  the  motion  of  the 
counsel.  When  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  front 
of  the  Chair,  [Mr.  MsBcsm,]  bad  attempted  to  submit  a 
motion,  the  Chair  decided  it  not  then  to  be  in  order, 
because  of  the  pending  motionf  but  the  Chair  bad 
distinctly  informed  the  gentleman,  that  whene?er  the 
motion  before  the  House  was  disposed  of,  his  motion 
would  be  in  order.  That  question  having  been  disposed 
of,  and  there  being  no  motion  before  the  House,  the 
gentleman  froni  Virginia  [Mr.  Patton]  rose  and  sub- 
mitted his  motion.  As  a  question  of  order,  then,  the 
Chair  could  not  refuse  to  receive  it.  There  might  be 
very  good  reasons  why  the  House  should  reject  the  mo- 
tion! but,  as  a  question  of  order,  the  Chair  had  not  a 
>doubt  but  th«t  It  was  in  order. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said,  when  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  House  held  their  first  meeting,  there  was  some 
discussion  as  to  the  course  they  were  to  pursue  under 
the  order  of  the  House,  and  they  came  to  the  determi- 
nation that  they  were  to  wait  until  after  the  counsel  for 
the  accused  got  through  with  their  testimony.  This, 
however,  seemed  tfi  his  mind  an  extraordinary  proceed- 
ing, but  it  became  them  to  reserve  all  action  until  the 
couosel  had  got  through  with  their  examination.  The 
committee  had  pursued  this  course  until  yesterday,  when 
they  summoned  the  chsirman  of  the  select  committee, 
[Mr.  Garlahj),]  and  propounded  to  him  certam  inter- 
rogatories, which  he  understood  the  witness  was  now 
ready  to  answer.  •  Then,  to  the  mind  of  Mr.  T.,  this 
witness  was  on  the  stand,  and,  with  all  due  deference  to 
the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  he  considered  the  witness  now 
under  examination.  He  put  it  to  the  House,  whether  it 
would  be  proper  to  interrupt  this  investigation  at  this 
period.  He  hoped  the  investigation  might  go  on,  so 
that  those  gentlemen  whose  conduct  had  been  reflect- 
ed on  might  have  the  opportunity  of  examining  witnesses 
in  legal  form.  If  the  committee  could  have  foreseen 
that  an  effort  of  this  kind  would  have  been  made,  it 
would  liave  been  their  solemn  duty  to  have  moved  a 
resolution  to  permit  those  gentlemen  whose  conduct 
was  impugned  to  examine  witnesses.  He  was  bound 
in  candor  to  say  that  the  committee  difTered  with  the 
Chair  as  to  the  construction  put  upon  the  order  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  WISE  would  call  upon  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Thukas]  expressly  to  state  whethef  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  LiircoLii]  did  not 
suggest  to  the  committee  that  this  resolution  might  be 
capable  of  receiving  the  construction  the  Speaker  had 
put  upon  it,  and  whether  it  had  not  been  pronounced 
that  it  was  impossible  that  such  a  construction  should  be 
put  upon  it.  Mr.  W.  called  upon  the  gentleman  to  slate 
whether  this  was  not  the  case. 

Mr.  THOMAS  had  no  recollection  of  such  a  conver- 
sation. It  might  possibly  have  taken  place,  but  if  it 
had  be  had  no  recollection  of  it.  Mr.  T.  had  taken 
occasion  to  examine  the  proceedings  in  Houston's  case, 
and  he  had  found  that  the  present  resolution  did  not 
conform  to  the  rule  of  proceeding  in  that  case. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  he  had  stated,  in  the  committee, 
that  by  possibility  this  construction  might  be  placed  on 
the  rule;  and  It  was  insisted  by  gentlemen  on  the  com- 
mittee thst  it  was  impossible  such  a  construction  should 
be  put  upon  iU 

Mr.  W18E  only  wished  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
House  that  the  committee  had  consulted  on  the  subject 
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of  this  resolution,  and  they  considered  it  was  utterly  im- 
possible that  such  a  construction  should  be  placed  upon 
it.  Mr.  W.  was  glad  that  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Thomas]  had  been  candid  enough  to  announce 
that  this  construction  of  the  rule  did  not  meet  his  views. 
He  was  was  glad  that  the  committee  could  not  have 
contemplated  such  a  course  as  had  been  taken.  When 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  [Mr.  Gar-^ 
lahd]  was  lefl  off  the  list  of  witnesses,  Mr.  W.  thought 
he  saw  then  that  the  wery  moment  a  certain  point  was 
reached  in  this  invesligstion  all  proceedings  would  be 
stopped.  Why  wss  not  the  honorable  chairihan  on  the 
list  of  witnesses  for  the  accused?  Was  it  because  he 
had  concurred  in  the  statement  which  he,  (Mr.  W.)and 
his  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Pxttor]  had  made 
on  that  floor?  Was  it  becauae  his  testimony  might  not 
be  of  the  right  kind?  Was  it  because  his  testimony 
might  not  be  so  palatable  to  the  accused  as  the  other 
witnesses  which  he  had  called^  If  it  had  been  the  origi- 
nal design  to  have  allowed  him  (Mr.  W.)  and  his  friend^ 
[Mr.  Pxttoh]  to  call  witnesses  in  their  own  justiflcation, 
an  attempt  was  now  made  to  cut  it  oiT.  Such  could  not 
be  the  design  of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Pattok.]  Mr.  W. 
knew  he  was  above  any  such  intention;  he  would  vouch 
for  him  that  it  was  not  his  design  to  do  injustice  to  any 
one.  Could  it  be  the  intention  of  the  House  to  wink  at 
this  injustice,  by  sustsining  this  decision  of  the  Speaker? 
Mr.  W.  could  not,  he  would  not,  believe  it,  until  the 
majority  of  that  House  sanctioned  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker,  which  was  thought  to  be  impossible  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House.  All 
Mr.  W.  could  now  do  was  to  appeal  to  the  justice  and 
magnanimity  of  the  House,  and  ask  gentlemen  to  allow 
him  the  opportanity  of  calling  witnesses  in  his  own  de- 
fence. 

Mr.  WISE  and  Mr.  PEYTON  then  made  very  earnest 
appeals  to  Mr.  Pattoit  to  withrsw  his  proposition,  and^ 
among  other  objections  urged  by  them,  referred  to  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Garlabd,  chairman  of  the  select  com- 
mtttee,  had  not  been  examined,  although  all  the  other 
members  of  that  committee  had  been  examined  by 
the  accused;  and  they  claimed,  as  an  act  of  justice  to 
them,  that  the  trial  should  not  be  arrested  just  when  the 
evidence  of  the  accused  was  closed. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  he  had  always  contemplated  to 
postpone  his  motion  until  opportunity  had  been  afford^- 
ed  to  obtain  the  testimony  of  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, [Mr.  Gablakd,]  which  seemed  to  be  proper,  in- 
asmuch as  the  other  members  had  been  examined;  and 
although  he  thought  the  whole  proceeding  wrong,  and 
that  the  journal  had  already  been  encumbered  with  a 
great  deal  of  uneonsequential  and  improper  testimony, 
yet,  as  it  bad  been  permitted  to  examine  the  other  mem- 
bers, he  had  no  objection  to  hearing  the  testimony  of 
the  chairman.  He  bad  nut  the  slightest  feeling  of  pre- 
judice or  passion  towards  any  person  implicated  in  the 
trial,  and  ne  felt  himself  incapable  of  assigning  any  in- 
justice, directly  or  indirectly,  either  to  the  accused  or 
to  any  other  person,  in  the  eflfort  he  was  making  to  ar- 
rest this  unfortunate  trial. 

He  was  actuated  solely  by  the  overruling  force  of  con« 
siderations  impelling  him  to  save  the  public  business 
from  being  sacrificed,  in  the  prosecution  of  a  trial  from 
whi<ih  no  public  benefit  cosild  result,  however  the  feel- 
ings of  individuals  might  be  involved  in  its  continuance. 
He  was,  however,  willing,  and  thought  it  right,  that  a 
full  account  should  be  given  of  the  occurrences  in  the 
select  committee;  and,  as  his- honorable  colleague  [Mr. 
Wiss]  and  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Parrov]  seemed  to  think  the  evidence  of  the  chair- 
man [Mr.  Garlahd]  desirable  and  important,  be  would 
withdraw  his  resolution  for  the  present;  but  he  gave  no- 
tice that  he  would  renew  it  as  soon  as  the  testimony, 
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going  to  the  facts  which  took  place  in  the  select  com- 
mittee, waa  closed.  Coming  into  the  House  a  few  mo- 
ments ago,  and  finding  that  there  was  t  pause  in  the  ex- 
amination of  witnesses,  and  that  some  general  proposi- 
tions were  making  to  give  a  new  direction  to  the  trial, 
and  especially  a  proposition  to  send  the  case  before  a 
committee  of  five  members,  he  really  thought  either  that 
Mr.  Garlakd  had  been  examined,  or  that  the  intention  to 
examine  him  had  been  abandoned.  For  these  reasons, 
(said  Mr.  P.,)  I  withdraw  the  resolution  for  the  present. 
Mr,  PEYTON.  1  want  to  make  a  suggestion.  Sir, 
I  merely  wish  to  state  to  the  House,  that  if  it  will  hear 
the  proof  we  will  adduce,  and  which  is  necessary  to 
ahow  up  all  the  transactions  tliat  have  taken  place — if. 
the  House  will  hear  the  truth,  as  we  can  prove  it  by 
witnesses  who  saw  it,  and  by  those  also  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  after-tranaaclions— if,  I  say,  sir,  ihe  House 
will  hear  the  evidence,  we  will  sit  down  and  not  open 
oar  mouths  to  speak.  We,  sir,  ask  not  to  speak.  All 
we  want  is  for  this  House  to  hear  the  whole  of  the  evi- 
dence, and  I  do  hope  it  will  not  cut  off  that  evidence. 
I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  speak,  but  grant  us  the  priv- 
ilege of  meeting  the  proof  now  offered  by  counter  testi- 
mony, and  we  will  cheerfully  submit  ourselves  to  the 
judgment  of  the  House,  as  men  and  as  members. 

Mr.  MERCER  explained  that  he  had  offered  his  res- 
olution with  a  perfect  understanding  between  himself 
and  his  colleague.  If  there  were  any  further  testimony 
to  offer,  be  would  not  thefi  press  it. 

Mr.  HOWELL  here  made  a  motion  that  the  House 
adjourn,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  solicitation  of 

Mr.  THOMAS,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  that  gen- 
tleman to  move  that  a  subpcena  b«  issued  for  Samuel 
Hamilton,  clerk  of  the  select  committee  of  which  Mr. 
Gablavv  was  chairman;  which  was  ordered. 

Mr.  WHITE  iben  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution: 

Retohed,  That  the  Hon.  Hiitbt  A.  Wisa  and  the 
Hon,  Balib  Pxttok  be  permitted  to  bummon  and  exam- 
ine witnesses,  to  give  evidence  in  their  defence  in  the 
investigation  now  pending  before  this  House. 

The  CHAIR  suggested  to  the  gentleman,  that  the 
regular  mode  would  be  to  call  upon  the  House  for  an 
order  to  issue  a  subpoena  for  the  attendance  of  witnesses, 
Mr.  McKAY  asked  why  it  was  that  the  examination 
bf  other  witnesses  was  not  proceeded  in.  He  under- 
atood  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Gablakd] 
had  been  subpoenaed,  at  the  requisition  of  the  chairmiin 
of  the  commiliee  of  examination,  and  he  hoped  that  gen- 
tleman would  be  called  upon  the  stand, 

Mr.  GHOLSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  gentleman 
had  made  the  motion  instead  of  reflecting  upon  the 
committee,  which  had  had  arduous  duties  to  perform,  it 
would  have  been  better. 

Mr.  McRAY  disclaimed  having  reflected  upon  the 
committee,  or  having  had  the  most  distant  intention  of 
doing  so. 

Mr.  HOWELL  then  renewed  bis  motion  for  an  ad- 
journment. 

Mr.  McKEON  and  Mr.  McK\Y  severally  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the  House  refused  to  order  them, 
as  it  did  also  to  adjourni  the  vote,  by  tellers,  being: 
Ayes  60,  noes  70. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  Mr.  White's 
resolution, 

Mr,  VANDERPOEL  inquired  if  it  was  in  order. 
The  CHAIR  said  the  proposition  was  one  for  the 
House  itself  to  judge  of,  though  he  would  again  sug- 
gest that  the  regular  mode  would  be  to  apply  to  the 
Speaker  for  subpoenas. 

Mr.  PARRS  was  not  aware  that  those  two  gentlemen 
were  on  trial  before  the  House, 
The  CHAIR  remarked  that  he  supposed  the  gentle- 


man from  Kentucky  meant,  though  it  was  not  so  ex- 
pressed in  the  resolution,  that  witnesses  be  summoned 
to  testify  on  the  pending  trial. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  slightly  modified  bis  resolution,  aa 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Hxitbt  A.  Wisx  and  the 
Hon.  Balib  Pbttoh  be  permitted  to  summon  and  ex- 
amine witnesses  in  the  trial  now  pending  before  the 
House. 

Mr,  WHITE  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
inflicting  a  speech  upon  the  House  at  this  late  hour  of 
the  evening.  He  knew  the  patience  of  the  House 
would  not  bear  a  lengthv  debate*  Were  he  convinced 
the  House  would  tolerate  ^srotracted  discussion,  his  own 
sense  nf  duty  would  not  permit  him  to  consume  but  a 
very  few  moments  of  that  time,  which  every  one>new 
was  precious.  He  had  not  intended,  at  the  institution  of 
this  proceeding,  to  engage  in  Ihe  debate,  either  for  or 
against  the  accused.  He  bad  allotted  to  himself  the  of- 
fice of  a  silent,  and,  as  far  as  he  could  control  his  feel- 
ings, aa  impartial  trier.  The  accused  (unul  the  morning 
he  appeared  at  the  bar  of  this  House)  was  to  him  per- 
sonally an  entire  strangeK  He  entertained  towarda  him 
neither  prejudice  tior  enmity.  He  had  heard  much 
touching  both  his  private  and  public  character,  discred- 
itable, in  a  very  high  degree,  to  his  reputation;  yet  be 
was  not  possessed  of  facts  that  would  authorize  him  to 
enter  up  a  judgment  of  guilt.  He  felt  more  of  sympa- 
thy  and  pity  towards  the  accused  than  of  prejudice  or 
anger.  ,    ,      „ 

Being  one  of  those  who  voted  for  the  resolution  di- 
recting the  accused  to  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  ihia 
House  for  an  alleged  contempt,  in  peremptorily  refu- 
sing to  obey  a  summons  issued  by  a  committee  of  this 
House,  expressly  empowered  to  send  for  persona  and 
papers,  owing  to  the  reasons  given' by  the  respondent, 
aa  the  ground  of  his  refusal  to  appear  and  testify,  he  de- 
termined, from  the  beginning  of  the  trial,  to  vote  for 
any  and  every  proposition  that  was  at  all  consistent  with 
the  rules  and  principles  that  should  p^overn  trials  of  the 
kind.  In  discharge  of  this  determination,  he  voted  for  the 
resolution  giving  the  accused  the  privilege  to  summon 
witnesses,  and  examine  evidence  in  his  defence,  before 
he  had  been  sworn  to  answer  interrogatories,  to  clear 
himself  of  the  alleged  contempt.     He  knew  at  the  time 
this  was  unusual  and  irreg«ilar.     He  was  well  appriaed 
that  it  was  the  invariable  uaage  and  practice  of  all  judi- 
cial tribunals,  in  similar  cases,  to  permit  and  require  the 
witness  in  Contempt  of  the  mandate  of  the  court  to  be 
first  sworn  and  examined  touching  the  matters  of  excuse  _ 
or  justification  of  his  disobedience)  but,    for  retfsona 
Which  he  will  subsequently  mention,  he  voted  for  a  de- 
parture from  this  wellestablished  rule  of  procedure. 
He  went  one  step  further:  he  voted  for  the  broad  and 
clearly  irrelevant  interrogatory  proposed  by  the  counsel 
of  the  respondent,  inquiring  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Hon,  Henry  A.  Wise  and  the  Hon.  Balie  Peyton,  in  an 
affair  that  transpired  before  another  committee  of  this 
House,  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  GaM* 
labb]  was  chairman.     The  reasons  that  prompted  him 
to  give  these  votes  he  wHI  briefly  state.     The  respond- 
ent, the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  and  the 
genileman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pbttob,]  h»d  each 
given  their  statement  of  the.  circumstances  and  facts  at- 
tending the  unfortunate  occurrence  before  the  commit- 
tee of  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Gab- 
lakd] was  chairman. 

The  statements  of  the  respondent  piaterially  conflicted 
with  the  statements  of  the  other  two  gentlemen.  These 
different  versions  of  the  transaction  were  before  the 
public;  they  were  to  be  found  in  every  print  and  journal 
in  the  whole  country.  The  matter  had  excited  consid- 
erable interest  in  the  public  mind. 
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The  judgment  of  approval  qr  diMpproval,  of  acquittal 
or  condemnation,  was  as  variant  as  the  different  versions. 
This  beini^  the  case,  he  considered  it  due  to  all  the  par- 
ties eoneerned»  dye  to  the  character  of  this  House*  and 
due  to  the  country,  that  the  true  history  of  the  affair 
should  be  disclosed.  Another  reason,  he  said,  that  had 
influenced  his  mind  in  voting:  upon  the  various  proposi* 
tions  as  he  had,  was,  that  the  respondent  had  addressed 
a  memorial  to  the  House,  setting:  forth  his  account  of  the 
affair,  compUininf^  of  outrage  and  violence  towards  his 
person,  and  an  infringement  of  his  constitutional  rights 
as  a  citisen,  praying  an  inquiry  into  the  transaction. 

Upon  the  score  of  economising  time,  he  deemed  it 
eipedient  to  admit  the  qaestion,  inasmuch  as  by.so  doing 
both  matters  could  be  tried  in  the  same  investigation. 
An  additional  reason  that  had  prompted  him  to  pursue 
the  course  he  had  taken:  he  desired  to  give  the  accused 
every  privilege  (either  clear  or  doubtful)  that  could  be 
claimed,  under  similar  circumstances,  by  any  American 
citizen.  .  ^. 

But  at  the  time  he  was  voting  to  grant  the  accused  the 
widest  latitude  of  defence,  he  had  not  dreamed  he  was 
opening  the  door  for  him  to  introduce  testimony  assail- 
ing the  reputation,  and  casting  the  fouleat  imputations 
upon  the  conduct  and  motives,  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisa,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, [Mr.  PBTToir,]  charging  them  with  crimes  which, 
if  true,  should  reflect  lasting  infamy  upon  their  charac 
teret  and  that,  so  soon  as  he  had  closed  his  evidence, 
the  trisi  should  terminate,  and  the  House  proceed  to 
pronounce  judgment  of  guilt  or  acquittal,  upon  a  partial 
bearing  of  one  sided  ex  parte  testimony,  and  that  too 
without  permitting  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  and  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  examine  witnesses  in  their 
behalf.  Knowing  that  their  conduct  would  necesssrily 
be  involved  by  the  admission  of  the  question,  he  had 
supposed  a  like  liberality  would  be  extended  to  them  so 
soon  as  the  testimony  closed  upon  the  part  of  the  re- 
spondent; especially  as  the  House  had,  by  their  first 
movement  in  the  progress  of  the  trial,  permitted  the  re- 
spondent to  change  his  position,  and  become  accuser  in- 
stead of  accuaed. 

He  did  not  conceive  it  possible  there  could  be  two 
opinions  upon  this  subject  in  an  enlightened  body  of 
men.  ~  Had  be  entertained  the  remotest  doubt  upon  the 
subject,  he  never  would  have  voted  to  admit  the  inter- 
rogatory, touching  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisi,]  or  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, [Mr.  PxTTOir,]  without  an  express  agreement,  upon 
the  journal,  that  those  gentlemen  should  be  permitted 
to  introduce  rebutting  testimony.  WhiUt  he  was  willing 
and  anxious  that  every  privilege  that  justly  belongs  to 
the  cttisen,  under  the  benign  laws  of  this  country,  shall 
be  enjoyed  by  the  respondent,  he  could  not  consent  that 
the  aagie  of  the  constitution  should  be  confined  to  him 
exclusively,  and  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and 
the  gentUnuin  from  Tennessee,  shoufd  be  denied  the 
common  and  universal  privilege  granted  to  the  vilest 
culprit  of  the  land— the  humble  privilege  of  introducing 
testimony  in  explanation  and  defence  of  their  conduct 
and  motives— a  privilege  consecrated  by  the  blood  of 
ages,  and  guarantied  as  a  sacred  right  to  every  American 
citizen,  rich  or  poor,  higli  or  low,  by  the  charter  of 
rights,  the  constitution  of  bis  country.     . 

Sir,  should  this  resolution  be  rejected,  peculiar  injus- 
tice will  be  done  the  gentleman  from  Tennersee,  [Mr. 
PsTTOK.]  It  cannot  be  seriously  contended,  by  the 
learned  counsel  of  the  accused,  that  so  much  of  the  evi- 
dence as  consists  of  details  vf  speeches,  declarations,  and 
conduct,  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (and  two 
thirds  of  the  testimony  received  is  of  this  character,)  is 
relevant  ip  the  issue  now  properly  in  Jrial  before  the 
House. 


It  is  not  only  necessary  to  state  the  fkcts  apparent 
upbn  the  reeord  of  the  journal  to  make  this  position 
manifest.  The  accused,  in  his  plea,  no  doubt  drawn  by 
his  learned  counsel,  and  presented  by  himself  to  tlie 
House  as  the  f^rounds  of  his  defence,  states  that  the  rea- 
sons why  he  refused  to  appear  before  the  committee  of 
which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  wss 
chairman  are  set  forth  in  his  letter  addressed  to  said 
committee.  In  that  letter,  which  is  made  a  part  of  the 
answer  or  plea  of  the  respondent,  by  direct  reference, 
the  accused  uses  the  following  language: 

**  The  affair  between  Mr.  Peyton  and  n^yself,  which 
occurred  in  the  presence  of  snother  committee,  has 
^nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  committee  to  which 
this  is  addressed,  and  before  whom  I  am  summoned  to 
appear."  ^ 

And  why  is  th's  explicit  acknowledgment  made  by 
the  accused,  disavowing  any  connexion  between  his  re- 
fusal to  obey  the  summons  issued  from  the  committee  of 
which  the  gentlemsh  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisz]  is  chair- 
man, and  the  affair  between  Mr.  Peyton  and  himself  be- 
fore another  committee?  For  the  moat  obvious  of  all 
reasons — ^because  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
PxTTosr]  was  not  a  member  of  the  committee  before 
whom  the  respondent  was  sumrtioned  to  appear.  Yet, 
in  the  face  of  this  clear  and  express  disclaimer,  set  forth 
in  the  pleadings  of  the  accused,  without  notice,  without 
information,  the  very  affair  between  Mr.  Peyton  and  the 
respondent,  notwithstanding  the  direct  adjhission  in  the 
pleadings  of  its  irrelevancy  and  illegality,  is  called  for  in 
the  very  first  interrogatory  propounded  by  the  counsel 
for  the  sccused,  whilst  there  is  no  rule  of  evidence  bet- 
ter settled  than  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  prove  that 
which  is  agreed  upon  by  the  pleadings;  the  correlative 
rule  is  equally  well  settled,  that  you  cannot  disprove  the 
admissions  of  the  parlies  in  the  pleadings  on  the  record. 

And  nowjs  this  House  about  solemnly  to  refuse  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution,  after  it  has  unjustly  and  ille- 
gally made  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  a  party  to 
thia  trial?  AAer  having  sat  day  after  day,  and  night  v 
af\er  night,  hearing  teatimony  charging  him  with  almost 
every  offence  known  in  the  black  catalogue  of  crime, 
shall  we  deny  him  the  privilege  of  exculpating  himself 
from  the  charges?  Shall  we  illegally  arraign  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  (for, 
dii^guise  it  as  you  will,  no  one  who  has  been  present  can 
with  any  candor  deny  the  fact  that  this  proceeding,  from 
its  very  outset,  has  been  a  prosecution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,]  and 
listen  to  accusation  upon  accusation,  charge  upon  charge, 
and  proof  upon  proof,  against  them,  and  the  moment  the 
testimony  is  closed  upon  the  psrt  of  the  nominal  crimi- 
nal, (the  true  plaintiff  in  this  trial,  as  it  has  been  con- 
ducted,) terminate  the  investigation?  Is  this  justice? 
Is  it  fair  play?  Is  it  not  oppression  and  tyranny  in  their 
most  odious  form— a  palpable  denial  of  justice,  in  the 
very  teeth  of  your  bill  of  rights — a  mockery  of  trial  be- 
fore this  grand  inquest  of  the  nation— an  act  of  injustice 
that  would  disgrace  the  pettiest  court  in  the  pettiest 
village  in  this  country?  And  what  adds  insult  to  injus- 
tice, every  word  of  this  evidence  is  reduced  to  writing, 
and  is  to  go  out  to  the  people  as  a  f»ir  and  impartial 
expos^  of  the  codduct  of  the  relative  parties  implicated 
in  the  pending  controversy.  And  is  this  one-sided  ex 
parte  proceeding  what  gentlemen  call  a  fair  investigation? 
Is  this  the  kind  of  investigation  from  which  we  have 
been  told  innocence  has  nothing  to  fear?  It  is  true  that 
before  a  jury  of  honest,  impartial  triers,  with  liberty  of- 
proof,  innocence  has  nothing  to  fear.  But  he  has  learn- 
ed but  little,  either  from  observation  or  reading,  who 
has  not  discovered  that  conscious  innocence,  though  a 
consoling  approbation  to  the  accused,  is  nut  always  a 
protecting  shield  sgainst  the  unrighteous  judgment  of 
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the  world,  nor  a  saFe  guarantee  against  ignominious  pun- 
ishment. Daily  occurrences  around  us  furnish  abundant 
testimony  of  this  assertion.  History,  both  modern  and 
ancient,  is  pregnant  with  examples.  Sydney  and  Emmet 
perished  upon  the  scaffold,  as  an  atonement  for  their 
love  of  liberty  and  love  of  country;  Phocion  and  Socrates 
were  doomed  to  drink  the  poisonous  hemlock,  as  an 
expiation  for  their  superior  virtues — all  of  whom  were 
allowed  the  form  of  trial.  But  in  this  case,  if  this  reso- 
lution be  rejected,  we  shall  deny  both  the  form  and  sub- 
stance of  trial  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  and  the 
gentleman  from  Virguiia.  But  it  is  equally  due  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wis  a]  that  he  should  be 
permitted  to  introduce  proof.  His  conduct  and  motives 
have  been  directly  assailed  by  the  testimony  of  the  accu- 
sed. The  very  gist  of  his  defence  is  based  upon  the  al- 
leged mal-conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  -It 
is  essential  to  the  fair  ascertainment  of  the  truth  of  the 
pica  of  the  respondent,  the  validity  of  his  justification, 
as  well  as  an  act  of  sheer  justice  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  that  leave  should  be  given  hini  to  rebut  the 
testimony  of  the  accused.  The  entire  excuse  set  forth 
by  the  respondent,  in  his  answer,  is  the  alleged  appre- 
hension of  outrage  and  violence  from  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia;  and  in  support  of  the  respondent's  plea, 
and  as  a  just  and  valid  reason  for  this  apprehension, 
proof  has  been  received  by  this  House,  detailing  the 
conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  before  the  com' 
jnittee  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Gaii- 
land]  is  chairman;  in  which  affair  great  outrage  and 
violence  is  charged,  and  assassin-like  motives  imputed. 
And  is  he  to  be  denied  the  privilege  of  meeting  these 
charges,  and  of  vindicating  his  conduct  and  his  motives 
before  this  House  and  the  nation,  when,  too,  the  testi- 
mony would  bear  directly  upon  the  question  in  issue, 
would  lead  to  a  fair  ascertainment  of  the  truth  of  the 
defence  set  up  in  avoidance  of  the  alleged  contempt  by 
the  accused  in  his  answer? 

This  House  has,  with  great  patience  and  unbounded 
liberality,  heard  the  testimony  of  the  accused;  and  is  it 
not  now  due  to  truth,  to  justice,  and  the  assailed  repu- 
tation of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  his  testimony 
should  be  heard  in  reply?  Can  we,  as  impartial  triers 
in  this  case,  come  to  a  just  conclusion,  whether  or  not 
the  answer  of  the  respondent  is  founded  in  truth,  unless 
we  hear  testimony  upon  both  sides?  Clearly  not,  to 
my  mind.  But  we  are  told  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
is  not  up6n  trial;  no  judgment  is  asked  against  him;  no 
punishment  is  proposed  to  be  inflicted  upon  him.  That 
neither  his  4ife  nor  liberty  is  in  jeopardy.  True.  But 
is  not  his  reputation,  which  is  infinitely  dearer  to  him 
than  either  life  or  liberty,  upon  triaP  Is  not  this  nation 
anxiously  looking  to  this  investigation,  and  panting  for 
a  publication  of  the  evidence  in  this  case?  And  will  not 
public  opinion  either  approve  of  his  conduct,  from  the 
published  evidence,  or  consign  his  character  to  infamy' 
And  will  this  House  be  guiliy  of  the  crying  mjnstice  of 
consigning  him  to  ignominy,  without  the  opportunity  of 
a  fair  and  impartial  trial? 

If  there  be  any  one  man,  above  all  others  in  the  nation, 
who  ought  to  feel  indignant  sensibility,  and  rise  in  bis 
place,  and,  with  uplifted  hands,  protest  against  such  a 
course  of  proceeding,  it  is  the  individual  at  the  bar  of 
this  House,  (Mr.  Whitney.)  A  blow  has  been  inflicted 
upon  his  reputation,  by  a  collateral  investigation,  before 
a  committee  of  this  House,  upon  a  former  occasion,  in 
which  he  was  denied  the  privilege  of  introducing  rebut- 
ting proof,  that  neither  time  nor  good  conduct  can  ever 
remove.  That  investigation  h-is  affixed  the  seal  of  infamy 
upon  his  character,  whether  just  or  unjust,  that  neither 
the  bedewing  tears  of  pitying  angels  can  ever  wash  out, 
nor  can  the  fiery  fingers  of  the  fiends  of  hell  ever  erase 
it.  There  it  will  remain,  so  long  as  his  name  is  held  in 
remembrance. 


Sir,  I  am  rejoiced  to  hear  tbe  respondent,  through  his 
counsel,  disapprobate  a  rejection  of  the  reaoiutton  under 
consideration.  Let  him  be  what  he  may,  this  act  is  cred- 
itable to  his  heart.  But  it  is  objected,  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  upon  my  right,  that  the  press  of  public  busi- 
ness, and  the  short  period  of  time  from  this  until  the  ad« 
journment,  will  not  permit  the  investigation  to  go  on. 
This  objection  comes  too  late;  we  have  gon€  into  the 
trial  by  our  own  action.  The  gentleman  from-Virgioia 
[Mr.  Wise]  did  not  refer  this  matter  to  the  House;  he 
refused  in  committee  to  vote  upon  the  matter;  lie  has 
not  asked  nor  voted  for  the  institution  of  this  trial;  be 
openly  disclaims  having  any  agfency  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  accused.  All  he  asks  is  the  poor  privilege,  since 
he  has,  by  your  mode  of  trial,  become  the  defendant, 
the  real  criminal  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  (if  there  be 
any  such  character,  in  truth,  a  party  to  this  most  anom- 
alous proceeding,)  of  confronting  his  accusers  with  proof; 
of  repelling  the  foul  imputations  cast  upon  his  condtlct 
and  his  motives  by  the  testimony  of  disinterested  wit- 
nesses. Will  you,  can  you,  after  what  you  have  done, 
deny  it  to  him?  Will  you,  after  you  have  arraigned  him 
before  this  House  as  an  assassin  in  motive,  if  not  in  deed, 
and  beard  witnesses,  day  after  day,  in  support  of  tbe 
charge,  in  the  presence  of  thousands  of  listening  specta- 
tors, collected  from  all  quarters  of  this  wide-spread  na- 
tion, the  very  Instant  tbe  testimony  against  him  is  through* 
close  the  trial  upon  him,  without  the  liberty  of  defence? 
Will  this  House  be  guilty  of  an  act  so  pregnant  with  in- 
justice, oflTering  as  an  excuse  that  time  could  not  be 
spared  for  further  investigation?  A  cold  excuse  to  a 
wounded  soul.  I  ask  the  members  who  intend  to  vote 
against  this  resolution,  what  apology  they  expect  to  ren- 
der, satisfactory  to  their  constituents,  for  sueh[a  flagrant 
act  of  injustice?  Permit  me  to  suppose  a  dialogue  be- 
tween a  member  who  shall  yote  in  the  negative  and  an 
honest  constituent.  <*You  voted  to  bring  Reuben  M. 
Whitney  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  to  be  tried  for  an  al- 
leged contempt?"  <*Yes."  **Yuu  voted  to  give  him 
leave  to  summon  and  examine  witnesses  in  his  defence, 
and  to  be  heard  by  counsel  as  well  as  by  himself?" 
*•  Yes."  •«  You  voted  to  receive  the  question  propound- 
ed by  the  counsel  of  the  accused,  inquiring  into  the  con- 
duct of  Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton  in  the  affair  which  took 
place  in  committee  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Garlahp]  was  chairman?"  «•  Yes."  •«  You 
patiently  sat  and  heard  testimony  charging  Messrs.  Wise 
and  Peyton  with  using  personal  outrage  and  violence  to- 
wards the  accused,  and  motives  of  assassination  upon  the 
part  of  Mr.  Wise?*'  «•  Yes."  •«  And  when  the  accused 
had  examined  all  the  witnesses  he  desired,  you  then 
permitted  Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton  the  privilege  of  ex- 
amining witnesses,  in  explanation,  contradiction,  and 
rebuttal  of  the  testimony  introduced  upon  the  part  of 
the  accused?"  <*  Oh!  no."  «  And  this  you  call  a  fair 
and  impartiiil  trial  by  the  House  of  Congress— the  peo- 
ple's House!  This  is  what  you  mean  by  equal  rights 
and  equal  privileges  under  the  constitution!  This  is  what 
you  call  protecting  the  just  rights  of  an  American  citi- 
zen!" The  honest  constituent  would  grow  warmer  and 
warmer,  until  he  would  indignantly  pronounce  the  curse, 
"  Depart  from  me  thou  unworthy  servant!"  And,  in  my 
cool  and  deliberate  judgment,  if  there  be  any  district  in 
any  State  in  this  Union  that  would  approbate  such  a 
course,  it  deserves  to  have  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  in- 
voked upon  it,  and  the  fate  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah 
should  await  it. 

He  said,  before  he  took  his  seat,  he  would  ask  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  this  resolution.  He  wished  it  to  appear 
now,  and  in  all  future  time,  how  he  and  how  others  vo- 
ted upon  this  proposition.  Did  he  say  in  all  future  time? 
Yes;  jn  all  time  to  come,  unless  some  pojitical  assassin  of 
the  constitution  should  rise  in  his  place  (backed  by  a 
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majoritir  of  plnmt  miniont)  and  obliterate  the  Journal  by 
the  inodern  process  of  expunction. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  remarked,  in  reply,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  wat  again  endeavoring  to 
bring  before  the  House  another  itaue,  which  the  House 
had  repeatedly  refused  to  go  into.  It  was  not  the  first 
time  gentlemen  had  risen  there,  and  with  great  solem- 
nity, and  doubtless  sincerity  too,  insisted  that  there  was 
a  different  issue  than  that  of  whether  the  accused,  then 
standing  at  the  bar,  had  been  guilty  of  a  contempt  or 
not — a  task  Mr.  M.  looked  upon  as  entirely  gratuitous 
on  their  part..  Let  him  ask  those  honorable  members — 
let  him  ask  the  House,  too — to  say  candidly  what  was 
the  true  issue.  Were  those  two  bonoriible  members  re- 
ferred to  in  reality  upon  trial  there?  If  they  were,  what 
was  the  accusation?  What  was  the  charge  against  them? 
Above  all,  let  him  ask  the  members  of  that  House,  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  among  the  number,  what 
would  it  be  compelled  to  try?  If  the  House  should  be 
ealled  upon  to  try  those  gentlemen,  it  would  necessarily 
be  compelled  to  .give  a  decision  of  sonie  .sort  or  other; 
and  what  decision  could  they  arrive  at?  If  they  should 
be  therearter  asked  for  what  those  gentlemen  had  been 
arraigned  and  put  upon  their  trial,  what  answer  could  be 
gi^en?  None.  Theyr  formed  no  part  of  the  pending 
issue. 

Mr.  M.  was  aware,  he  said,  that,  in  the:  neceasary  in- 
quiry pending,  in  regard  to  the  contempt  alleged  against 
the  accuaed,  the  conduct  of  those  two  gentlemen  must 
be  more  or  less  brought  out;  biit  in  order  tQ  ascfftain 
what?  Why,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  accused 
•  had  rendered  such  an  excuse  as  to  purge  himself  of  the 
contempt  of  which  he  waa  charged;  but  h£  hoped  the 
House  would  not  suffer  itself  to  be  dragged  into  an  ex- 
amination where  no  one  could  tell  where  it  would  termi- 
nate. He  hoped  its  good  sense  would  reject  this  oft- 
renened  proposition. . 

Mr.  GHOLSON  wished  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  behalf 
of  the  committee  of  examination.     He  had  heard,  with 
regret,,  what  he  conceived  to  be  insinuations  thrown  out 
against  tb>e  committee,  which  had  done  every  thing  in  its 
power,  but  had  not  even  yet  been  permitted  to  carry  out 
their  measures.    Resolution  after  resolution  bad  been 
submitted,  speech  after  speech  had  been  made,  all,  indi- 
rectly to  be  sure,  reilecting  upon  ^the  Qommittee.     One 
gentleman  had  a^ed  why  subpoenas  bad  not  been  issued. 
The  answer  waa  at  hand;  it  was  because  gentlemen  did 
not  give  them  an  opportunity. .  No  longer  ago  than  yes- 
terdiay  it  was  announced  on  the  floor  that  they  were  ready 
to  issue  or  call  for  aubpoenas  for  any  witnesses;  snd  now 
the  gentleman  from  Kenlucky,  [Mr.  Whits,]  after  an 
annuociation  to  him  that  he  (Mr.  G.)  would  have  any 
witneases  subpanaed  whose  names  should  be  given  to 
him,  either  for  the  member  from  Virginia  or  for  the 
member  from  Tennessee,  .  to  prove   their  accusations 
against  the  prisoner  at  the  bar„  yet  st'tll  this  resolution  is 
introduced,  as  if  the  committee  had  failed  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duty,  and  had  refused  or  denied  any  opportu- 
nity for  witnesses  to  be  summoned.     The  committee  had 
not  failed  to  do  all  in  their  power;  and  he  hoped,  before 
gentlemen  proceeded  any  further,  they  would  at  least 
give  them  the  opportunity  of  doing  their  duty,  and  not 
step  out  of  thetr  way  to  make  inquiries  why  so  and  so 
had  not  been  done.    The  committee  bad  had,  as  yet,  no 
opportunity  to  bring  testimony  before  the  House;  but 
still  they  bad  held  tbemseWes  at  all  times,  as  they  still 
did,  willing  to  bring  in  any  witnesses  who  might  be  call- 
^  ed  for,  if  permitted  to  do  so.     The  will  was  with  them, 
^  the  power  with  the  House;  but  he  hoped  to  hear  no 
more  of  these  indirect  side-wind  censures  upon  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr«  BELL  remarked  that,-  after  what  had  been  said 
by  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  of  the  views  of  that 


committee,  be  should  not  delay  the  House  one  moment 
on  that  subject.  But  that  gentleman  and  every  other 
member  must  perceive  that  there  was  a  disposition  among 
a  large  portion  of  the  House  not  to  permit  the  whole  of 
the  inquiry  to  proceed. 

They  had  just  heard  that  the  committee  appointed  to 
Conduct  the  examination  on  the  part  of  the  House  were 
ready  to  go  into  it;  and  although  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  not  worded  in  the  man- 
ner he  preferred,  yet  there  was  no  time  more  proper 
than  that  to  settle  the  question  d<:finitively,  whether  it 
was  the  sense  of  the  House  that  they  should  proceed  any 
further  or  not.  That  resolution  was  best  adapted  to  test 
the  sense  of  the  House,  and  therefore  he  hoped  the 
question  would  be  taken  on  it.  If  it  should  be  voted 
down,  it  would'  show  an  indisposition  to  go  further  in 
the  inquiry;  and  that  question  had  better  be^ settled  at 
once. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  over  the  way  [kr. 
Mahh]  had  said  that  there  was  no  issue  formed  with  the 
two  gentlemen  referred  to«  Mr.  B.  replied  that  the 
only  issue  formed  at  all  had  been  the  issue  on  the  part 
of  the  House  against  those  gentlemen;  or  rather  on  the 
part  of  those  gentlemen  who  conducted  the  examination 
on  the  part  of  the  accused,  against  his  honorable  friend 
from  Virginia  and  his  honorable  colleague.  It  was  evi* 
dent  that  this  had  bieen  the  issue.  The 'mere  form  of 
proceeding,  perhaps,  was  an  issue  with  the  accused, 
Mr.  Whitney,  but  it  was  in  form  only,  the  other  was  the 
substance. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Pattov]  had  said 
that  he  proposed  to  cut  short  this  examination,  aa  Mr.  B. 
understood  him;  and  that  he  had  foreseen  Jrora  the  first, 
when  the  subject  was  first  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
House,  that  this  examination  or  trial,  if  gone  into,  would 
take  the  direction  it  had,  and  necessarily  involve  the  very 
inquiry  .that  had  beeri  gone  into.  Mr.  U.  aaid  he  should 
like  the  gentleman  to  say  if  he  saW  the  result  before  the 
bringing  of  Mr.  Whitney  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  and 
how  he  arrived  at  that  conclusion. 

[Mr.  Pattov  explained  that,  from  the  nature  of  the 
trial  itself,  he  saw  it  would  be  extended  to  an  almost 
interminable  length,  from  its  irritating  and  personal  char- 
acter.] 

•  Mr.  B.  did  not  mean  to  imply  that  the  gentleman  had 
foreseen  any  of  the  fesults  that  had  occurred  upon  the 
•motion  tp  bring  Whitney  to. the  bar  of  the  House,  from 
any  infurmittion  be  had  of  the  determination  on  the  part 
of  the:roajority,  in  relation  to  the  course  they  designed 
to  pursue;  but  it  seemed  the  gentleman  inferred  that 
what  had  taken  place  was  probable,  from  the  disposition 
which  existed,  or  which  might  have  existed,  in  this  par- 
ticular case,  or  in  any  case.  Now,  Mr.  B.  would  ask, 
why  should  any  gentleman  have  foreseen  this  would  be 
necessary,  or  probable,  on  an  examination  of  this  kind? 
How  had  it  happened  that  any  gentleman  in  that  House, 
or  in  the  country  at  large,  shou'd  have  had  such  appre- 
hensions? Here  was  a  party  arraigned  fur  contempt  as 
a  witness.  Why,  it  was  no  great  enormity,  nor  did  it 
amount  even  to  a  criminal  offence  of  a  high  >  denomina- 
tion, and  certainly  did  not  require  all  the  array  of  learn- 
ed counsel;  and  who  could  have  anticipated  such  a  course 
of  proceeding  as  had  ensued  ?  What  ought  to  have  been 
the  question  before  that  hongjiible  House'  And  what 
must  ever  be  the  similar  question  in  all  cases  of  the  same 
kind^  The  party  was  .arraigned  at  the  bar,  and  was  sol- 
emnly asked,  standing  at  the  bar,  whether  he  had  inten- 
tionally committed  a  contempt  of  that  House.*  That  was 
the  substance  of  the  interrogatory.  Why  that  course 
had  been  departed  from  in  the  present  case,  was  for 
those  to  say  who  had  induced  that  departure.  ' 

An  argument  had  been  thrown  out  that,  if  this  resolu- 
tion should  be  adopted,  it  would  occupy  the  time  of  the 
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House  from  then  till  the  4th  of  March,  the  dose  of  their 
constitutional  existence.  And  how  7  It  was  because  the 
majority,  in  the  first  instance,  did  not  proceed  according 
to  the  known  forms.  It  was  because  that  House  had 
thought  proper,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  to  sanction  a 
proceeding  not  only  unknown  to  parliamentary  history, 
but  in  notorious  disregard  to  and  in  direct  violation  of 
Ity  There  whs  no  issue^  even  with  Mr.  Whitney  t  there 
could  be  none  until  he  was  put  to  answer  interrogatories 
to  purge  himKi/  of  the  alleged  contempt.  Mr.  B, 
would  again  ask  how  it  happened  that  gentlemen  get  up 
on  that  floor  and  say  **  this  trial  must  occupy  the  balance 
of  the  session,"  when  they  must  know  the  responsibility 
rests  with  themselvesi  when  they  ought  to  reflect  that 
it  was  because  the  majority  determined  to  proceed  in  a 
mode  unknown  to  the  law,  and  a  direct  trampling  upon 
not  only  precedent,  but  reason.  What,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,) 
have  a  formal  array  of  the  counsel  of  a  witness  at  6rat, 
and  suffer  them  to  proceed  before  you  form  an  issue 
with  him,  or  before  you  ascertain  whether  he  be  really 
in  earnest  or  not!  Such  a  thing  was  never  heard  of 
before. 

Now,  sir,  (concluded  Mr.  B.,)  as  I  am  up,  let  me  say 
to  gentlemen,  as  suggested  to  my  mind,  that  justice, 
reason,  common  sense,  propriety,  all,  all  require  that, 
as  we  have  commenced  thus  irregularly,  and  have  im- 
plicated other  gentlemen  whom  it  was  not  necessary  to 
have  implicated,  we  must  go  through  with  it,  or,  at  least, 
with  the  examination  of  witnesses.  We  are  bound,  in 
common  justice  and  honor,  to  give  them  that  privilege. 

Mr.  WISE  coulcfnot  be  considered  as  a  prosecutor  in 
this  case;  all  he  desired  was  that  he  might  be  permitted 
to  defend  himself. 

Mr.  BELL  did  not  wish  to  name  any  gentleman  in  the 
suggestion  he  had  made,  but  simply  to  have  an  expres- 
sion of  the  House  that  this  trial  should  proceed  as  long 
as  there  was  a  witness  whom  any  gentleman  might  wish 
to  examine. 

Mr.  McKEON  would  su|^gestthat  any  gentlemen  who 
might  wish  to  introduce  witnesses  in  this  case  could  ef- 
fect their  object  by  sending  in  their  names  to  the  com* 
mittee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
summon  and  examine  witnesses. 

Mr.  WISE  could  not  do  so;  not,  however,  out  of  any 
disrespect  to  the  committee,  but  because,  as  be  under- 
stood, that  committee  was  appointed  to  prosecute  in  the 
ease;  and  he  could  not  be  considered  as  an  aider  or  abet- 
ter in  thia  prosecution.  He  only  asked  the  privilege  of 
defending  himself.  The  individual  called  the  accused 
had,  through  his  counsel,  in  the  course  of  the  whole  trial, 
been  bringing  acctisations  against  Mr.  W.;  and,  When  you 
talk  of  the  accused,  he  could  not  tell  whether  you  meant 
him  (Mr.  W.)  or  the  individual  at  the  bar. 

Mr.  McKKON  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  tuble. 

.Mr.  WISE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  73,  nays  56,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Uockee, 
Bovee,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Casey,  Chapman, 
Chapin,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Cnrwiii,  Cramer,  Cra- 
ry,  Cushman,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Fry,  Gholson, 
Haley,  Jos.  Hall,  Hiwkins,  Holt,  Huntington,  Ingham, 
.Tarviq,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones, 
Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  L^ne,  Lansing,  Liporte, 
Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  I<'>gan, 
Loyall,  Lucas,  Ahijah  Mann,  William  Mason,  Moses  Ma- 
aoH,  McKiy,  McKeon,  McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Paii^e,  Purks,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  John 
Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Taylor, 
^  John  Thomson,  Viinderpoel,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster, 
*    Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Yell— 73. 

Nays— Messrs.  Alford,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Briggs, 
Bunc>t,   John   Calhoon,    William  B.   Calhoun,   Carter, 


George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Chetwood,  Nathan* 
iel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Crane,  Darlington,  Deberry, 
Denny,  Forester,  Glascock,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves^ 
Griflin,  Hiland  Hall,  Harper,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  HazeU 
tine.  Hoar,  Howell,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  William  Jack« 
son,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Love,  Lyon,  Samson  Mason, 
Maury,  McKennan,  Milligan,  Pearson,  Potts,  Reed, 
Bencher,  Robertson,  Shields,  Slade,  Sloane,  Standefer, 
Taliaferro,  Underwood,  Whitif,  Lewis  Williams,  Sber* 
rod  Williams,  Young— 56. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved  that 
the  House  adjourn.    Lost:  Yeas  50,  nays  79. 

The  honorable  Jaxis  Gakiavd,  of  Vii^inia,  was  then 
called  to  the  stand. 

T^Uimony  of  the  honorable  James  Garland. 

First  question  by  the  Counsel  for  the  accused.  Please 
state  all  the  circumstancea  attending  the  dispute  and  dis- 
order that  occurred  before  the  aelect  committee  where* 
of  Mr.  Garland  is  chairman,  on  Wednesday,  the  S5th  of 
January,  and  state  particularly  all  that  was  said  and  donn 
by,  and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct  of,  R.  M. 
Whitney,  as  a^  witness  attending  the  committee,  and 
Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton,  as  members  of  that  committee, 
and  all  that  occurred  on  that  occasion. 

Answer.  The  tranaction  now  investigating  took 
place  on  the  night  of  the  25th  day  of  January  last.  Mr. 
Peyton  had,  without  objection  by  the  committee,  pro- 
posed to  Mr.  Whitney  the  following  interrogatory:  **  Did 
you  receive  any  letter  of  recommendation  from  R.  B. 
Taney,  or  did  he,  in  any  manner,  eountenanee  you  in 
applying  fo(  the  agency  contemplated «  or  did  be  posi- 
tively refuse  to  recommend,  receive,  or  countenance  you 
in  that  capacity,  while  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department?"  which  I,  as  chairman,  propounded. 
To  this  interrogatory  Mr.  Whitney  returned  the  follow- 
ing answer: 

*'  I  decline  answering  this  interrogatory,  more  partic- 
ularly as  the  individual  propounding  it  baa  asserted,  pos- 
itively and  publicly,  that  the  substance  of  the  latter  pait 
of  it  is  true,  beginning  with  *or  did  he,'  &ci  therefore, 
being  the  party  accused,  I  am  not  a  proper  witness.  I 
think,  in  justice,  thst  the  individual  who  has  made  the 
allegation  should  be  called  to  produce  bis  proof." 

After  I  had  sent  the  answer  to  the  committee,  Mr. 
Peyton,  in  a  tone  and  manner  indicating  strong  excite- 
ment, remarked,  •<  Mr.  Chairman,.!  wish  you  distinctljr 
to  inform  this  witness  that  he  is  not  to  insult  me  in  his 
answers^"  then  rising  from  his  seat,  and  approaching 
Mr.  Whitney,  said,  as  well  as  I  can  recollect,  « I  will 
not  be  insulted  to  my  face  Jby  any  damned  thief  and 
damned  robber}  and  if  you  dare  to  insult  me  here  to  my 
face,  God  damn  you,  I  will  put  you  to  death  on  the  spot 
You  say  in  your  card  that  I  seek  protection  under  my 
constitutional  privileges,  but  I  will  let  you  know  that  I 
do  not  claim  any  constitutional  privilege  to  protect  me 
against  an  insult  to  my  face,  here  or  elsewhere."  Before 
Mr.  Peyton  had  dnished  this  sentence,  Mr.  Wise  rose 
from  his  seat,  which  was  on  the  sofa,  on  the  side  of  the 
room  opposite  Mr.  Whitney,  and  walked  about  half  way 
across,  saying,  **  Yes{  the  committee  had  borne  the 
damned  ins()lence  of  that  witness  long  enough)  it  was  in- 
sufferable." Mr.  Peyton  remarked,  <*  Wise,  this  is  my 
business;  don't  you  interfere."  I  immediately  rose,  and 
said  to  Mr.  Wise,  <*  Wise,  don't  do  so»  you  are  wrong." 
Upon  which  Mr.  Wise  immediately  returned  to  his  seat. 
When  Mr.  Wise  turned  to  resume  his  seat,  1  immediate- 
ly turned  to  Mr.  Peyton,  and  remarked,  **  Mr.  Peyton, 
you  must  observe  the  order  of  the  committee."  Mr. 
Peyton  immediately  turned  from  the  witness  to  me,  and 
said,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  *<  Mr.  Chairman,  1  ap- 
peal to^you  tQ  say  if  1  have  not  treated  this  witness,  Trom 
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the  bf ginning^,  as  if  he  were  a  gentleman <  bat  1*11  be 
damned  if  I  wilt  be  insulted  to  my  face.*'    He  then  took 
his  seat  in  the  chair  which  I  had  occupied,  as  I  had  laken 
the  chair  which  he  had  ria^^n  from.     Af^er  Mr.  Peyton 
and  myself  were  both  seated^  Mr.  Whitney  rose  from  his 
seat,  and,  advancing  one  or  two  steps  towards  me,  said, 
••Mr.  Chairman,"  uttering  two  or  three  other  words 
which  I  did  net  hear.     Before  he  had  finished  his  sen- 
tence, Mr.  Peyton  rose  up  and  said,  as  well  as  I  recol- 
lect, "  He  has  no  right  to  speak  here;  God  damn  him, 
be  shan't  speakt  be  must  give  his  answers  in  writing." 
Then,  turning  towards  Mr.  Whitney,  said,  **  You  have  no 
right  to  speak  here;  sit  down,  sir."    I  remarked  to  Mr. 
Peyton  that  the  witness  had  a  right  to  make  a  question 
toucbinpT  his  examination;  but,  before  I  finished  the  re- 
mark, Mr.  Peyton,  very  much  excited,' said,  **Damn 
him,  I  have  treated  him  as  if  he  were  a  gentleman."    I 
again  remarked  to  Mr.  Peyton  that  he  must  observe  or- 
der.    Mr.  Whitney,  who  had  not  taken  his  seat,  said, 
*'  Mr.  Chairman,  I  came  here  under  the  summona  of  the 
committee.     I  claim  its  protection."    Mr.  Peyton  said, 
**  Damn  him,  he  has  insulted  me  to  my  face;  damn  him, 
he  looks  at  me;  he  shan't  took  at  me."    As  he  made  this 
remark,  appearing  very  angry,  he  put  his  right  hand 
either  to  l^is  bosom  or  the  side  pocket  of  his  coat.     As 
soon  as  he  put  his  hand  to  his  bosom,  Mr.  Wise  sprang 
forward,  seized  Mr.  Peyton  by  the  breast,  and  aaid, 
"  Peyton,  don't  notice  him;  damn  him,  he  is  not  worthy 
of  your  notice;"  and  some  other  expression,  which  I  do 
not  remember.     Mr.  Peyton  remarked,  **  I  will  notice 
him;  I  would  notice  him  if  he  were  a  damned  dog,  if  he 
insulted  me  to  my  face."    As  soon  as  Mr.  Wise  seixed 
hotd  of  Mr.  Peyton,  I  stepped  between  him  and  Mr. 
Whitney,  and  Mr.  Martin  took  hold  of  his  right  arm. 
Mr.  Wise  shoved  Mr.  Peyton  back  some  two  or  three 
steps  towards  the  sofa,  Mr.  Peyton  endeavoring  some- 
what to  disengage  himself  from  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Mar- 
tin, t>at  failed.    About  this  time  some  member  of  the 
committee  made  a  notion  to  suspend  the  examination, 
and  Mr.  Hamer  made  some  remarks,  which  I  did  not 
bear,  for  my  attention  was  directed  to  the  parties,  with 
a  view,  if  necessaryt  to  prevent  colfision  by  personal  in- 
terposition.    At  this  time  I  remarked  to  Mr.  Whitney, 
**  that  a  question  would  arise  as  to  the  disposition  of  his 
answer,  and  that  he  woi^d  be  pleased  to  retire;  which 
he  did.    After  Mr.  Whitney  retired,  Mr.  Peyton,  who 
had  been  very  much  excited,  became  more  tranquil;  ex- 
pressed his  regret  for  the  occurrence;  urged,  in  extenu- 
ation, ttie  insult  which  he  had  received  in  the  answer  re- 
ferred to,  and  the  contemptuous  look  and  scowl  with 
which  it  was  accompanied,  as  the  cause  of  his  great  ex- 
citement, and  apologised  to  the  committee,  promising 
that  thereafter  he  would  try  and  suppress  his  feelings, 
unless  groesiy  and  directly  insulted.     Mr.  Hamer  their 
submitted  the  following  motiont 

**  That  the  answer  to  the  15th  question  be  returned 
to  the  witness,  being  no  reply  to  the  interrogatory,  and 
disrespectful  to  a  member  of  the  committee;"  which  was 
unanimously  adopted.  Mr.  Wise  then  called  me  to  him, 
near  the  window,  and  remarked  that,  *<  in  Mr.  Peyton's 
present  state  of  feeling,  it  would  not  do  to  permit  him 
and  Mr.  Whitney  <o  go  out  of  the  room  together;  if 
they  did,  he  would  not  be  responsible  for  the  conse- 
quences; that  it  would  be  best  to  call  back  the  witness, 
permit  Mr.  Peyton  to  ask  him  another  question,  which 
would  greatly  tend  to  tranquillize  him;  and  then  dis- 
charge the  witness,  without  the  committee's  adjourning. 
I  told  him  I  approved  of  the  plan;  that  there  was  some 
unfinished  business  before  the  committee,  which  I  would 
call  up  when  Mr.  Whitney  was  discharged;  and  that  he 
must  see  that  Mr.  Peyton  did  not  leave  tb^  room;  which 
he  promised  he  would  do.  The  witness  was  then  called 
in»  and  the  resolution  of  the  committee  read  to  him. 


After  it  was  read,  he  said,  as  well  as  T  recollect,  <'  If  I 
have  been  disrespectful  to  the  committee,  I  regret  it, 
and  apologize  for  It."  Mr.  Peyton  then  propounded  a 
question,  which  Mr.  Whitney  answered  in  a  respectful 
manner,  and  was  discharged.  As  Mr.  Whitney  left  the 
room,  I  called  some  unfinished  business  to  the  attention 
of  the  committee,  which  detained  it  about  ten  minute?, 
and  then  it  adjourned.  In  this  narrative  I  am  guided 
by  my  memory  atone.  I  have  given  the  circumstancea 
which  occurred,  and  the  language  which  was  employed, 
as  accurately  as  a  treacherous  memory  will  permit.  I 
do  not  profess  entire  accuracy,  or  to  have  stated  all  that 
occurred. 

Second  question  by  Counsel.  What  was  Mr.  Whit- 
ney's general  demeanor  as  a  witness  before  the  commit- 
tee; was  any  indecorum  or  disrespect  on  his  part  to- 
wards the  committee,  or  any  member  of  it,  observed  or 
complained  of,  or  in  any  manner  censured  by  the  com- 
mittee? 

Answer.  Mr.  Whitney's  general  personal  demeanor 
before  the  committee,  so  far  as  it  came  under  my  obser- 
vation, was  unexceptionable.  The  answer  referred  to 
by  Mr.  Martin,  taken  in  connexion  with  some  preceding 
answers,  I  thought  not  respectful  to  the  committee.  I 
concur  with*  Mr.  Martin's  statement  upon  that  subject, 
in  his  answer  to  the  interrogatory. 

Third  question  by  Counsel.  Please  state  whether  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney,  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
unhappy  scene  in  question,  was  or  was  not  cool,  collect- 
ed, and  forbearing;  whether  he  did  or  did  not  manifest, 
by  word,  deed,  or  gesture,  and  by  what  word,  deed,  or 
gesture,  any  disposition  to  assault  Mr.  Peyton.  Please 
describe  such  circumstances  of  his  posture  and  manner 
as  may  go  to  show  whether  he  meditated  assault  or 
stood  on  the  defensive  merely. 

Answer.  The  conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney,  throughout 
the  occurrence,  so  far  as  I  observed  it,  was  cool,  d«  lib- 
erate, and  perhaps  forbearing.  1  do  not  remember  to 
have  seen  any  word,  deed,  or  gesture,  which  indicated 
a  design  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Whitney  to  commit  violence 
on  Mr.  Peyton.  As  to  Mr.  Whitney's  posture,  I  can 
say  no  more  than  that  it  was  erect,  and  his  eyes  directed 
to  Mr.  Peyton  when  f  saw  him.  My  attention  was  prin- 
cipally directed  to  Mr.  Peyton. 

First  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Did 
or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  endeavop  to  prevent  any  collision 
between  Mr.  Peyten  and  R.  M. Whitney,  by  stepping  in 
between  them,  and  laying  his  hands  upon  Mr.  Peyton, 
and  pushing  him  back  from  his  position. 

Answer,  t  have  stated,  in  my  answer  to  the  first  inter- 
rogatory, 4hat  when  Mr.  Peyton  put  his  hand  to  his 
bosom,  Mr.  Wise  immediately  seized  him  by  the  bosom; 
in  doing  so,  he  was  placed  between  Mr.  Peyton  and  Mr. 
Whitney. 

»  Second  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Bid  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  privately  rtquest  the  members 
of  the  committee  not  to  rise  until  after  a  sufficient  time 
was  allowed  aAer  the  examination  of  R.  M.  Whitney 
was  closed  to  enable  him  (Whitney)  to  withdraw  from 
the  committee  room,  so  as  to  prevent  the  witness  and 
Mr.  Pevton  being  thrown  together,  without  the  pres- 
ence of  the  committee  to  restrain  them;  and  did  not  Mr. 
Wise,  at  the  time,  declare  that  his  object  was  to  prevent 
collision  between  the  parties? 

Answer.  I  have  also  stated,  in  the  same  answer,  that 
Mr.  Wise  did  request  me  to  aid  in  detaining  the  com- 
mittee after  Mr.  Whitney  was  discharged,  to  prevent 
him  and  Mr.  Peyton  being  thrown  together  out  of  the 
committee  room;  he  also  stated  to  me  that  he  made  the 
same  request  of  Mr.  Hamer,  and  perhaps  others. 

Third  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  pid 
Mr.  Wise  do  miore  than  denounce  the  Insolence  of  R.  M. 
Whitney  to  the  committee?    And,  in  attempting  to  pa- 
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cify  Mr.  Peyton,  did  be  do  more  than  sty  to  him  that  R. 
M.  Whitney  was  not  worth  his  notice? 

Answer.  In  the  sahie  answer  I  have  also  stated  every 
thing  I  recollect  Mr.  Wise  to  have  said. 

Fourth  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton  treat  R.  M. 
Whitney  with  perfect  respect,  in  his  examination  before 
the  committee,  both  before  and  after  the  difficulty  be* 
tween  him  and  Mr.  Peyton  had  occurred;  and  did  not  his 
examination  occupy  much  time;  and  were  not  most  of 
the  questions  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  after  the  diffi- 
culty occurred f 

Answer.  The  personal  demeanor  of  Messrs.  Wise  and 
Peyton  towards  idr.  Whitney,  so- far  aait  came  under 
my  observation,  during  fiis  whole  examination,  was  en- 
tirely respectful,  except  upon  this  occasion,  both  before 
and  after  this  occurrence.  Mr.  Whitney'a  examination 
occupied  much  time. 

Fifth  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Had 
you  or  had  you  .not  seen  Mr.  Whitney's  card  in  the 
Olobe  of  the  5tb  of  January  last? 

[This  card  is  given  in  Mr.  Fairfield'a  testimony.] 

And  do  you  not  know  or  believe  that  Mr.  Peyton  had 
seen  said  card,  or  was  informed  of  its  contents?  And  did 
not  the  answer  to  the  question  which  preceded  the  diffi- 
culty Involve  the  truth  of  the  chargea  which  the  card 
of  Mr.  Whitney  pronounced  to  be  nke,  and  for  the  ut- 
tering of  which  he  pronounced  Mr.  Peyton  a  calumnia- 
tor/ 

Answer.  I  bad  seen  Mr.  Whitney's  "card,"  publish- 
ed in  the  Globe  of  the  5th  of  January  last  I  know  Mr. 
Peyton  had  seen  it,  because  I  had  heard  him  speak  of  it 
before  this  occurrence.  I  thought  the  reference  of  the 
answer  to  that  **  card"  is  what  conatituted  the  offensive 
character  of  the  answer.  Apart  from  the  card,  I  should 
not  have  thought  the  answer  of  itself  offensive. 

First  question  of  Mr.  INGERSOLL.  What  language 
did  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  before  the  interpo- 
sition of  Mr.  Peyton? 

Answer.  I  have  stated  in  my  answer  to  the  first  inter- 
rogatory all  that  I  heard  Mr.  Whitney  say.  If  he  said 
any  thing  more  1  do  not  recollect  It. 

Second  question  by  Mr.  INGURSOLL.  What  lan- 
guage did  Mr.  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  before 
the  witness  says  **  Mr.  Peyton  rose  and  addressed  the 
chairman?" 

Answer.  I  have  already  stated  all  that  I  beard  .Mr. 
Whitney  say;  if  he  said  any  thing  more,  I  do  not  recol- 
lect it. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Peyton  was  call- 
ed to  orde/  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  for  the 
first  remarks  msde  by  him  in  reference  to  Mr.  Wiiitneyt 
did  he  not  take  his  sett,  and  continue  sitting  until  Mr. 
Whitney  rose  and  comlnenced  speaking? 

Answer.  When  I  first  called  Mr.  Peyton  to  order,  af- 
ter stating  that  he  appealed  to  me  to  say  whether  be 
had  not  throughout  the  examination  treated  Mr.  Whit- 
ney as  a  gentleman,  he  took  his  seat. 

Second  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Peyton 
rose  the  second  time,  did  he  advance  across  a  line  drawn 
from  his  chair  towards  the  fireplace,  cutting  him  oflT 
from  R.  M.  Whitney?  Could  you,  at  the  instant  of  time 
when  Mr.  Peyton  put  his  band  to  his  bosom,  see  the 
right  hand  of  Mr.  Whitney  ?  If  yes,  was  it  not  thrust  in- 
to his  pocket,  with  the  left  foot  advanced? 

Answer.  When  Mr.  Peyton  rose  the  second  lime,  he 
rose  from  the  seat  which  1  had  previously  occupied. 
He  did  advance  t>eyond  a  line  drawn  from  that  seat 
to  the  fireplace,  but  not  beyond  auch  a  line  from  the 
seat  which  he  had  previously  occupied.  At  the  instant 
of  time  that  Mr.  Peyton  put  his  hand  to  his  bosom,  Mr. 
Wfse,  in  getting  to  Mr.  Peyton,  passed  between  me  and 
Mr.  Whitney.     1  also  immediately  (got  between  Mr. 


Peyton  and  Mr.  Whitney,  with  my  eyes  upon  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, so  that  I  had  no  opportunity  to  see  whether  Mr. . 
Whitney  had  his  hand  *m  his  pocket,  or  stood  with  one 
foot  advanced. 

Third  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  you  occupy  a  po- 
sition which  enabled  you  to  see  the  oflTensive  look  or 
scowVof  the  witness,  R.  M.Whitney,  which  he  cast  up- 
on Mr.  Peyton,  if  any,  at  the  time  of  handing  his  an- 
swer to  the  chairman?   ^ 

Answer.  At  the  time  Mr.  Peyton  complained  of  the 
.  offensive  look  being  given,  my  back  was  turned  upon 
Mr.  Whitney,  and  my  eyes  directed  to  the  clerk.  I  did 
not  see  the  offensive  look.  1  heard  Mr.  Peyton  com- 
plain of  it  in  a  short  time  after  the  difficulty  arose,  but 
cannot  lix  the  time  with  certainty. 

Fourth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  not  Mr.  Peyton 
complain  that  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  had  insuUed 
him  by  his  look  at  the  time? 

Answer.  I  have  already  stated  that  1  heard  Mr.  Fey- 
ton  complain  that  Mr.  Whitney  had  given  him  an  oflTen- 
sive look,  when  the  answer  which  gave  rise  to  the  diffi- 
culty was  handed  to  me.  The  exact  time  Mr.  Peyton 
complained  I  do  not  remember. 

Fif^h  question  of  Mr.  BELL,  if  it  had  been  Mr.  Pey- 
ton's intention  to  draw  a  weapon  upon  Mr.  Whitney, 
had  he  not  ample  time  to  do  so? 

Answer.  Mr.  Peyton  had  aa  opportunity,  when  he 
first  rose,  to  have  drawn  a  weapon,  and  have  used  it, 
before  be  could  have  been  arrested.  He  was  about 
four  feet  off  Mr.  Whitney,  and  nearer  to  him  than  any 
member  of  the  committee. 

Sixth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  What  number  of  inter- 
rogatories were  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  to  the  wit- 
ness, R.  M.  Whitney?  How  many  before  and  how 
many  after  the  question  and  answer  which  gave  rise  to 
the  altercation  alluded  to?  .  Did  you  apprehend  danger 
of  insult  or  personal  violence  to  said  witness,  when  he 
reappeared  before  said  committee,  on  the  part  of  either 
Mr.  Wise  or  Mr.  Peyton?  SUte  wlicther  they,  and  each 
of  them,  did  not  treat  him  with  the  courtesy  due  a  wit- 
ness, as  well  after  as  before  that  occurrence. 

Anawer.  Mr.  Fairfield  has  coiTectly  stated  the  nun^- 
ber  of  questions  propounded,  both  before  and  afier  this 
occurrence,  during  which  time  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Pey- 
ton were  entirely  respectful  ia  their  demeanor  to  Mr. 
Whitney.  I  at  no  time  apprehended  an  insult  or  vio- 
lence, except  oo'the  occasion  new  under  investigation, 
either  before  or  after. 

Seventh  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Was  there  not  a  rule 
of  the  committee  that  all  queations  should  be  reduced  to 
writing,  and  propounded  through  the  chairman  to  wit- 
ness, if  not  objected  to  by  a  member  of  the  committee; 
and  that  all  answers  of  witness  should  be  returned  ia 
writing  through  the  same  channel'  And  was  it  not  re- 
marked by  Mr.  Peyton,  that  the  witness  must  answer  in 
writing,  and  that  he  should  not  address  the  committee 
in  any  other  way? 

Answer.  There  was  such  a  rule,  and  Mr.  Peyton^did 
say  the  witness  must  answer  in  writing. 

Eighth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Had  or  had  not  said 
witness  refused  to  answer  aeveral  queations  put  to  him 
by  Mr.  Peyton,  before  the  one  above  alluded  to,  char- 
acterizing them  as  inquisitorial,  which  questions  had 
been  decided  by  the  committee  aa  proper  to  be  pro- 
pounded ? 

Answer.  The  journal  of  the  committee  shows  that 
fact.  The  questions  which  were  propounded,  and 
which  Mr.  Whitney  declined  answering,  are  all  re- 
corded. 

First  question  by  Committee.  Was  or  waa  not  the  de- 
portment of  Mr.  Peyton  that  of  a  man  who  did  not  in- 
tend to  make  an  attack,  but  desired  to  deter  another, 
and  mskc  him  desist  from  insulting  remark  and  conduct? 
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Answer.  I  have  detailed  to  the  Houie  all  of  Mr.  Pey- 
ton's language  and  deportment  upon  that  occasion, 
which  I  recollect;  I  do  not  know  what  Mr.  Peyton's  mo- 
tives were,  and  am,  therefore,  unwilling  to  express  an 
opinion  concerning  them. 

Second  question  hy  Committee.  What  was  the  ques- 
tion put  to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  his.  answer  thereto,  to 
which  you  refer  in  yo>ir  answer  to  the  first  interrogato- 
ry} and  what  was  the  vote  of  the  committee,  also  refer- 
red to  by  you  in  your  answer  to  the  same  interrogatory) 
and  will  you  no«  set  them  forth,  to  be  received  in  con- 
nexion with,  and  as  part  of,  your  answer  to  said  inter- 
rogatory } 

Answer.  I  have  incorporated  the  question,  answer, 
and  resoiatiim,  referred  to,  in  my  answer  to  the  first  in- 
terrogatory, 

Q.iiettion  by  Mr.  BbLL.  When  Mr.  Peyton  was  call- 
ed to  order  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  for  the 
first  remark  made  by  him  in  reference  to  Mr.  Whitney, 
did  he  not  take  his  seat,  and  continue  sitting  until  Mr. 
Whitney  rose  and  commenced  speaking? 

.Answer.  I  have  fully  answered  this  question  in  my 
answer  to  the  first  interrogatory. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL-  Did  you  occupy  a  position 
which  enabled  you  to  see  the  offensive  look  or  scowl  of 
the  witne«9,  R.  M.  Whitney,  which  he  cast  upon  Mr. 
Peyton,  if  any,  at  the  time  of  his  handing  his  answer  to 
the  chairman' 

Answer.  I  have  heretofore  stated  that  I  did  not. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Did  nut  Mr.  Peyton  complain 
that  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney*  had  insulted  him  by 
bis  look  at  the  time? 

Answer.  I  have  heretofore  stated  that  I  heard  Mr. 
Peyton  make  this  complaint.       / 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Have  you,  or  any  other  per- 
sonii,  to  your  knowledge,  had  any  conversation  with  the 
said  R.  M.  Whitney,  since  the  occurrence  in  the  com- 
mittee' If  so,  did  he  inform' you  then  that  he  was 
alarmed,  and  that  his  fears  had  induced  bim  to  take  the 
course  which  he  has  done  i/i  this  matter?  State  all  he 
said  in  relation  to  his  fears,  or  the  motifs  which  induced 
bii  course  upon  this  occasion. 

Answer.  I  have  had  no  conversation  whatever  with 
Hr.  Whitney  upon  this  subject,  nor  does  it  come  with- 
in my  knowledge  that  any  other  person  has. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Had  or  had  not  said  witness, 
R.  M.  Whitney,  refused  to  answer  several  questions  put 
to  him  by  Mr.  Peyton,  before  the  one  alluded  to,  char- 
acterizing them  as  inquisitorial,  which  q*iestions  bad 
been  decided  by  the  committee  as  proper  to  be  pro- 
pounded? 

Answer.  I  have  heretofore  referred  to  the  journal  uf 
the  committee,  as  affirming  this  fact.  Some  of  the 
questions  which  the  witness  refused  to  answer  were  de- 
cided by  the  committee  to  be  proper^  others  were  pro- 
pounded without  objection  being  made,  leaving  the  wit- 
ness to  answer  or  object,  as  he  might  think  best. 

Question  by  Mr.  PEYTON.  Woen  did  you  fir^t  see 
the  written  statement  of  Mr.  Fairfield,  wbich  he  pre- 
sented to  this  House,  in  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory 
propounded  to  him,  or  the  substance  of  the  same? 

Answer.  In  the  committee  room,  on  the  morning 
after  you  and  Mr.  Wise  made  your  statements  in  the 
House. 

Question  by  the  Counsel.  Did  Mr.  Wise  at  any  time, 
and  when  and  where^  state  what  was  his  purpose  in 
going  around  the  table,  and  placing  himself  near  the  ac- 
cused, as  stated  in  your  answer  to  tbe  first  interrogatory? 
If  yea,  what  did  he  say  was  his  purpose'  And  was  the 
statement  ef  Mr.  Wi^e,  as  to  his  purpose  in  that  move- 
ment, before  or  after  the  accused's  testimony  before 
tbe  committee  had  been  closed? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  seeing  Mr.   WUe  go 
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around  the  table  to  the  north  end  of  it.  I  remember  to 
have  seen  him  there  a  second  or  two  before  he  s^izpd 
hold  of  Mr.  Peyton.  I  did  not  hear  him  make  any  dec- 
laration of  his  purpose  that  nighti  his  personal  exertions 
that  nigfht  were  to  prevent  violence.  The  declaration 
of  his  purpose,  as  stated  by  himself,  I  never  heard  until 
after  Mr.  Whitney's  card,  ffiving  an  account  of  the  trans- 
action, appeared.  I  heard  him  state  in  the  comnruttee 
room  substantially  what  he  stated  m  the  House,  as  to  his 
purpose.  Tdo  not  distinctly  recoUect  his  language  up- 
on either  occasion.  I  understood  him  to  say,  upon  both 
occasions,  that  he  had  gone  around  the  table,  seeing  Mr. 
Whitney  with  his  rij^ht  hand  in  his  pocket{  ami,  be- 
lieving him  to  be  armed  with  a  deadly  weapon,  he  in- 
tended tb  watch  him,  and  if  he  drew,  or  attempted  to 
draw,  a  weapon,  so  that  the  life  of  his  friend  was  en- 
dangered, that  Mr.  Whitney  should  have  died.  In  the 
House  he  said  he  wished  not  to  be  misunderstood  or  to 
be  misrepresented;  that  if  Mr.  Whitney  had  drawn  a 
weapon,  it  never  should  have  done  its  execution. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Do  the  accompanying  inter- 
rogatories and  answers  contain  all  the  evidence  given  by 
Chief  Justice  Taney*  under  the  authority  of  the  select 
committee  of  which  you  are  chairman?  And  is  not  the 
copy  of  a  letter,  purporting  to  be  from  Chief  Justice 
Taney  to  Reverdy  Johnson,  Esq.,  herewith  furnished,  a 
copy  of  a  letter  given  in  evidence  by  said  Johnson? 

Interrogatories  propounded  to  Chief  Justice  Taney. 

1.  In  the  letter  of  R.  M.  Whitney  to  Mr.  William  J. 
Duane,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  bearing  date 
15ih  June,  1833,  applying  to  be  appointed  agent  of  the 
Department,  or  of  the  deposite  banks,  when  the.pubiic 
money  should  be  removed  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  he  makes  the  following  statement,  to  wit:  «I 
have  never  spoken  to  the  President  upon  this  subjectf 
but  circumstances  lead  me  to  think  that  I  should  not  be 
otherwise  than  perfecjlly  accepti^ble  to  htm.  The  only 
persons  to  whom  I  have  mentioned  the  subject,  connect- 
ed with  Government,  are  Messrs.  Taney  and  Ken- 
dall; to  the  former  gentleman  a  week  since,  at  Balti- 
more, who  replied  in  these  words:  ^l  have  always  un- 
derstood, and  taken  it  for  granted,  that  you  were  to 
have  the  situation  when  it  is  created.' "  1  wish  yo^  to 
state  whether  the  above  extract  from  said  Whitney's  XeX- 
ter  is  true,  so  far  as  relates  to  yourself. 

3.  Did'you  give  said  R.  M.  Whitney  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation,  or  did  you  in  any  nianner  countenance  or 
encourage  him  in  applying  for  the  agency  referred  to, 
or  did  you  refuse  to  recommend  or  countenance  him  in 
that  capacity,  while  you  were  at  the  head  of  the  Treas- 
ury DepartnMnt? 

3.  State  whether  you,  as  Seci^tary  of  the  Treasury, 
approved  or  disapproved  the  plan  or  scheme,  as  set 
forth  in  letter  exhibit  A,  Woodbury's  report.  What 
part,  if  any,  did  K.  M.  Whitney  take  in  the  success  of 
that  measure?  Who  originated  ir,  su  far  as  you  know, 
and  it  would  be  proper  for  you  to  stated  Did  or  did  not 
Mr.  Amos  Kendall  know  of  the  existence  of  that  project 
while  he  waa  acting  as  the  agent  of  the  Treasury  in  the 
summer  of  1833  ?  Did  he  approve  or  disapprove  of  the 
same,  so  far  as  you  know  ? 

4.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  oppose  4he  application 
made  by  Mr.  R.  M*  Whitney  to  the  Union  Bank,  or  de- 
posite bank  at  Baltimore,  to  join  other  banks  in  recom- 
mending him  to  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the 
station  referred  to  in  exhibit  A  of  Woodbury's  report^ 

5.  State  what  you  know  under  the  following  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

'*  Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  nine  members  be  ap- 
pointed, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  whether  the 
several  banks  employed  for  the  deposite  of  the  public 
money  have  all,  or  any  of  them,  by  joint  or  several  con- 
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tract,  employed  an  agent,  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Governt' 
ment,  to  transact  their  business  wilh  the  Treasury  De- 
partnnent;  what  is  the  character  of  the  business  which 
he  is  so  employed  to  transacti  and  what  compensation 
he  receives;  whether  said  agent,  if  there  be  one,  has 
been  employed  at  the  request  or  through  the  procure- 
ment .of  theTreasury  Department;  whether  the  business 
of  the  Treasury  Department  with  said  banks  is  conducted 
through  sat^  agent;  and  whether,  in  the  transaction  of 
any  business  confined  to  said  agent,  he  receives  any  com- 
pensation from  the  Treasury  Department;  and  that  said 
committee  have  power  to  send  fur  persons  and  papers. 

dnswer  of  77.  B.  Taney  to  ike  interrogatories  propounded 
to  him. 

1 .  To  the  fir^t  interrogatory  1  answer,  that  the  state- 
ment in  relation  to  myself,  in  the  extract  given  in  this 
interrogatory  from  the  letter  of  R.  M.  Whitney  to  W. 
J.  Duane,  of  June  15,  1833^  is  not  correct.  I  recollect 
very  well  that,  in  the  spring  of  that  year,  while  the  sub- 
ject  of  removing  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  under  consideration,  doubts  were 
suggested  whether  the  State  banks  would  not  be  found 
incompetent  to  discharge  the  duties  of  fiscal  agents,  and 
to  meet  the  necessities  of  commerce  in  the  business  of 
domestic  exchange,  by  reason  oftheir  want  of  acquaint- 
ance with  the  ordinary  operations  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, in  the  transfer  and  disbursements  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  and  from  the  want  of  arrangement  with  one 
another,  so  as  to  accommodate  the  Government  and  the 
public;  and  that  I  then  entertained  and  often  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  inconveniences  would  very  prob- 
ably be  felt  by  the  State  bankf«,  especially  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  business,  but  that  they  would  be  sur- 
mounted if  the  banks  would  choose  to  appoint  an  agent 
or  sgents,  to  reside  at  Washington,  to  communicate  to 
them,  from  time  to  time,  such  information  as  they  might 
stand  in  need  of;  and  that  I  thought  that  the  banks  which 
might  be  selected  as  depositories,  where  large  amounts 
of  revenue  were  collected,  and  which  would  have  large 
transfers  and  disbursements  to  make,  would  probably 
find  it  for  their  interest  to  have  such  an  agent. 

In  conversing  with  the  said  Whitney,  about  the  time 
above  stated,  upon  this  subject,  he  mentioned  that  he 
would  like  to  be  the  agent  fur  the  banks,  and  that  he 
thought  he  could  make  himself  useful  to  them. 

in  reply,  1  stated  that,  from  his  knowledge  of  banks 
and  exchange,  1  believed  he  would  be  able  to  render 
them  valuable  services;  and  that,  from  bis  qualifications, 
he  might  succeed  in  obtaining  the  appointment  he  spoke 
of,  if  the  banks  should  find  it  necessary  to  have  such  an 
agent  This,  I  presume,  is  the  cotoversaiion  referred  to 
in  the  letter  of  the  said  Whitney,  mentioned  in  this  inter- 
rogatory, ft  was,  in  substance,  what  I  have  above 
stated,  and  nothing  more;  and  the  statentent  in  that  let- 
ter is  incorrect,  and  conveys  the  idea  that  1  had  in  some 
wsy  understood  that  such  ait  agency  was  to  be  created 
by  the  Government,  or  required  of  the  banks,  and  that 
said  Whitney  was  to  have  it.  I  never  heard  or  under- 
stood any  such  thing;  and  neither  intended  nor  expected 
that  the  remarks  made  by  me,  in  this  ca»ual  conversa- 
tion, were  to  be  used  or  repested  by  said  Whitney  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  the  wishes  he  had  expressed. 
The  use  of  my  name  in  the  letter  referred  to  was  with- 
out my  knowledge  or  approbation.  I  was  at  that  time 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  and  certainly 
did  not  mean  to  advise  such  an  appointment,  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive or  the  Treasury  Department,  as  is  said  in  this 
interrogatory  to  have  been  auggested  in  the  letter,  nor  to 
)  interfere,  by  advice  or  otherwise,  with  the  deposite 
lianks  which  the  then  Secretary  might  select,  if  he  deter- 
mined on  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

3.  To  the  second  interrogatory  (  answer,  that  while  1 


was  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department  I  never 
gave  the  said  Whitney  a  letter  of  recommendation,  nor 
in  any  manner  countenanced  or  encouraged  him  in  ap- 
plying for  the  agency  referred  to.  I  do  not  recollect 
that  he  ever  applied  to  me  to  recommend  htm  in  any 
such  application  to  the  banks,  or  to  any  one  else,  or  to 
countenance  him  in  that  capacity,  except  as  contained 
in  my  answer  to  the  third  interrogatory. 

3.  To  the  third  interrogatory  I  answer,  that  the  paper 
marked  A,  in  the  Secretary's  report,  was  presented  to 
me  by  the  said  Whitney,  who  solicited  at  the  same  time 
the  appointment  mentioned.  I  refused  the  application, 
upon'  the  ground  that  it  contemplated  an  appointment 
by  the  Department  which  the  Executive  bad  no  right  to 
make;  and  so  informed  him  as  soon  as  I  looked  at  the 
paper.  Disapproving  the  plan  or  scheme  on  this  ground, 
I  bestowed  no  thought  on  what  he  called  in  that  paper 
*<  preliminary  observations,"  which  I  read  over  very  has- 
tily. I  know  of  no  part  that  the  said  Whitney  took  in 
the  said  measure,  further  than  that  he  brought  the  paper 
to  me,  and  solicited  the  appointment  as  above  stated; 
and  had,  as  I  was  informed,  applied  to  the  banks  for  this 
recommendation,  x  And,  as  to  the  part  of  the  interroga- 
tory which  relates  to  Amos  Kendall,  I  beg  leave,  respect- 
fully, to  refer  the  committee  to  the  instructions  given  to 
him  wbile  W.  J.  Duane  was  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  to  the  report  afterwarda  made  by  Amos  Kendall  to 
the  Department;  all  of  which  are  on  the  public  files, 
and  were,  1  think,  communicated  to  the  Senate,  and 
printed,  when  I  was  in  the  Department.  I  have  never 
seen  these  papers  since  1  left  the  Treasury,  and  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  speak  of  their  contents  from  memory. 
If  any  such  plan  as  that  described  in  the  paper  A  was 
then  in  existence,  and  known  to  Amos  Kendall  white 
sctin^  as  agent  of  the  Treasury,  it  will,  I  presume,  ap- 
pear m  these  public  papers;  and  I  know  of  no  plans  on 
this  subject,  then  in  existence,  or  known  to  him,  beyond 
what  are  disclosed  in  the  instructions  given  to  him  by 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  bis  ofiicial  report  to  the 
Department,  before  referred  to. 

4.  To  the  foufth  interrogatory  I  answer,  that  when 
the  application  of  the  said  Whitney  to  the  deposite  bank 
in  Baltimore,  to  join  in  the  recommendation  marked  A, 
was  pending  before  the  bank,  and  some  days  befbre  it 
was  presented  to  me  by  said  Whitney,  I  received  a  pri- 
vate letter  from  an  officer  of  the  bank,  informing  me  of 
the  application  by  said  Whitney,  and  requesting  to  know 
whether  it  was  done  by  him  with  my  knowledge  and 
concurrence.  I  answered  the  letter,  saying  that  I  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  application,  and  had  given  it  no 
countenance  or  encouragement,  and  that  1  bad  no  inten- 
tion of  appointing  an  agent.  It  is  more  than  three  years 
since  this  letter  was  written.  I  kept  no  copy  of  it^  and 
spesk  of  its  contents  from  memory;  but  1  believe  the 
above  was  the  substsnce  of  its  contents.  Unless  such  a 
letter  be  deemed  opposition  to  the  recommendation  by 
the  bank,  I  made  none.  It  was  not  intended  as  opposi- 
tion, but  aa  an  answer  to  inquiry;  for  it  was  perfectly 
indifferent  to  me  whether  the  bank  joined  in  recom- 
mendation or  not,  as  that  circumstance  would  not  have 
changed  the  decision,  nor  have  produced  any  difficul- 
ty. 

5.  To  the  last  and  general  interrogatory  I  answer, 
that  while  I  was  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  none  of  the 
deposite  banks  ever  had,  to  my  knowledge,  any  agent 
residing  at  the  seat  of  Government.  I  never  understood, 
in  any  way,  or  supposed,  that  any  of  them  had  any  such 
agent.  All  their  business  with  the  Department  was 
transacted  by  letters  from  their  own  officers,  directed  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  or  by  sending,  as  some 
of  them  occasionally  did,  their  own  officers  to  Washing- 
too,  to  have  personal  interviews  with  the  Secretary.  I 
have  no  knowledge,  therefore,  of  the  matters  mentioned 
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ki  the  resolution,  bat  what  is  derived  from  beerssy  and 
public  rumor. 

Copy  of  Mr.  Taney 'a  letter  referred  to  in  answer  fourth. 
•«  [Private.]  Washikotow,  Oct,  22,  1833. 

**  Mf  DsAm  Sib:  I  have  only  a  moment  to  say  to  you 
that  Whitney's  proposition  is  entirely  unauthorized  by 
me,  and  that  I  hare  no  concern  whatever  with  it(  and, 
moreover,  if  all  the  selected  banks  were  to  recommend 
ir,  I  would  not  appoint  such  an  agent  at  this  time,  nor 
until  I  have  more  time  to  examine  mto  its  propriety: 
certainly  there  will  be  none  until  Cong^ress  decide  what 
measures  are  to  follow  the  removal  of  the  depositesj  and 
if  one  should  even  be  selected,  I  am  not  committed  to 
appoinf  Mr.  Whitney.  I  am  perfectly  at  large  for  a  se- 
lection. 

•*  Very  truly,  yours, 

"R.  B.  TANEY. 
"[Address  private.]    Thos.  Ellicott,  Esq., 

Battimore,** 
[copy.] 
•*  [Pnvatt,]  WASHiwoToir,  Oct.  24,  1833. 

"  Mt  Dsab  Sib:  Although  the  time  for  closing  the 
mail  is  almost  at  hand,  I  hope  I  have  yet  time  to  thank 
you  for  your  friendly  letter,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  per- 
fectly agree  with  you  in  the  opinions  you  express  about 
the  reported  appointment.  My  private  letter  to  Mr.  EU 
licott  has,  I  hope,  been  shown  to  you,  and  will  remove 
any  suspicion  that  I  could  have  countenanced  the  plan. 
In  the  6r8t  place,  there  is  no  law  authorizing  the  estab- 
lishment of  such  a  bureau^  and  it  would  be  the  grossest 
and  most  indefensible  usurpation  of  power  if  I  presumed 
to  make  such  an  appointment.  I  never  for  a  moment 
have  dreamed  of  committing  such  a  folly.  Yet  the  im- 
posing form  of  the  papers  given  to  Mr.  Ellicott,  coupled 
with  the  publication  in  the  Standard,  was  well  cal€blated 
to  create  the  apprehension  thit  I  was  participating  in 
this  wild  scheme.  But  if  I  had  authority,  even  by  act  of 
Congress,  (and  nothing  short  of  sn  act  of  Congress  would 
authorize  it,)  to  establish  such  a  bureau  in  my  Depart- 
ment, rest  assured  it  would  not  be  given  to  the  person 
you  name.  I  believe  he  has  been  much  wronged;  but 
it  is  one  of  my  fixed  theories  in  politics  that  a  man  must 
not  only  be  qualified  for  the  oiRce  he  fills,  but  the  pub- 
lic, who  have  an  interest  in  it,  must  be  satisfied  of  his 
fitness,  or  at  least  must  not  have  msde  up  their  minds 
against  him;  and  whatever  may  be  the  qualities  of  the 
person  in  question,  his  appointment  to  that  office  would, 
under  existing  circumstances,  be  received,  I  am  sure, 
with  one  general  universal  feeling  of  disapprobation,  by 
friends  and  foes;  and,  rely  on  it,  I  will  never  mortify  my 
friends  by  such  a  usurpation  of  power,  nor  by  such  an 
injudicious  appointment,  where  I  have  a  lawful  right  to 
fill  an  oflice.  The  whole  proceeding  has  been  the  indis- 
creet act  of  the  party  himself,  and  wholly  unauthorized 
by  me. 

"  Again  thanking  you  for  your  kind  letter,  I  am,  very 
truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

"R.  B.  TANEY. 
*'  To  Revsbot  JoHirsoir,  Esq.*' 

Answer  by  Mr.  GARLAND.  The  paper  read,  I  be- 
lieve to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  evidence  of  the  honorable 
R.  B.  Taney,  recorded  in  the  journal  of  the  committee. 
Such  a  letter  has  been  filed  to-day  with  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson,  as  I  am  informed.  The  copy  read 
is  in  the  handwriting  of  the  clerk  of  the  committee,  and 
I  presume  is  a  true  copy  of  the  letter  filed. 

Question  by  the  Counsel.  Was  the  accused  in  any  way 
apprized  of  the  intention  of  the  committee  fo  examine 
Chief  Justice  Taney,  or  Mr.  Ellicott,  or  Mr.  Johnson, 
on  any  matters  touching  his  credit  or  character;  and  was 
be  present,  or  notified  to  be  present,  at  their  examina- 


tion, or  informed  of  the  interrogatories  to  be  submitted 
to  them,  or  of  their  answers? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Whitney  was  appri- 
zed of  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  examine  Judge 
Taney,  Mr.  Ellicott,  or  Mr.  Johnson,  or  upon  which 
points  they  were  to  be  examined;  nor  was  he  present 
when  they  were  examined,  or  notified  to  be  preseiU;  nor 
was  he  informed,  within  my  knowledge,  of  the  interrog* 
atones  propounded  or  answers  given.  Judg|;  Taney  was 
not  examined  in  presence  of  the  comiiiittee,  nor  was  Mr. 
Johnson  examined  until  to-day. 

Question  by  the  Counseh  Was  the  sccused  informed 
by  the  committee  that  they  meant  to  require  the  produc- 
tion of  the  private  letters  written  to  Mr.  Ellicott  or  Mr. 
Johnson,  and  now  produced  by  the  committee;  and  was 
he  informed  of  the  contents  of  the  said  letters;  and  was 
a  vote  of  the  committee  taken  as  to  the  requisition  of  the 
said  letters,  and  their  production;  and  were  the  writers  of 
these  letters  apprized  that  they  were  to  be  required  or 
produced? 

\nswer.  Mr.  Whitney  was  not  apprized  by  the  conv- 
mittee,  within  my  knowledge,  that  the  production  of  the 
private  letters  was  required  of  Mr.  Ellicott  or  Mr.  John- 
son, nor  has  he  been  informed  of  the  contents  of  said 
letters. .  These  particular  letters  were  never  required  by 
the  committee;  they  were  produced,  if  I  am  not  mista- 
ken, under  a  general  requisition  of  the  committee  for  all 
correspondence  touching  the  subjects  of  inquiry  directed 
by  the  House*  I  do  not  recollect  any^  vote  of  the  com- 
mittee as  to  these  identical  letters.  Mr.  Whitney  was 
never  apprized,  within  my  knowledge,  that  these  letters 
were  to  be  required.  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  ever 
asked  any  information  about  them,  or  that  the  committee 
ever  gave  him  any.  I  do  not  know  that  Judge  Taney 
was  apprized  that  these  letters  had  been  required  or 
produced. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  House  adjourn.  Prior 
to  its  being  put,  Mr.  Whitney  was  conducted  from  the 
bar  of  the  House,  as  before,  by  the  Sergeant-at-armsi 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

MoBDAT,  Fbbbvabt  20. 

The  reading  of  the  journal  of  proceedings  of  Saturday 
occupied  upwards  of  an  hour;  after  which,  the  House 
resumed  the  investigation  of  the 

CASE  OF  R.   M.  WHITNEY. 

Question  by  Counsel.  Please  to  state  under  what  or- 
der or  requisition  the  private  letters  were  called  for  by 
the  committee,  and  give  the  contents  of  such  order  or 
requisition.  And  when  the  letters  were  presented  to 
the  committee  by  the  witnesses,  was  any  vote  or  opin- 
ion taken  or  expressed  by  the  committee  as  to  the  use  of 
the  said  letters;  and  was  the  writer  of  these  letters,  when 
under  examination  by  the  committee,  apprized  by  (be 
committee  that  bis  private  letters  relating  to  the  subject 
ss  to  which  be  was  under  examination  would  be,  or  hsd 
been,  required  by  the  committee;  or  was  the  accused 
apprized  of  the  order  or  requisition  under  which  said 
private  letters  were  called  for? 

Answer.  On  the  20th  day  of  January,  a  series  of  io« 
terrogatories,  to  be  propounded  to  different  witnesses  at 
a  distance,  whose  personal  attendance  it  was  thought 
difficult  to  procure,  was  agreed  upon  by  the  committee. 
This  series,  embracing  thirty-six  interrogatories,  will 
be  found  in  the  Journal,  a  copy  of  whichr  accompanies 
this  answer,  in  these  words: 

[These  interrogatories  will  all  be  found  In  thejournal 
of  the  select  committee;  the  first  seven,  being  essential  to 
a  correct  understanding  of  this  part  of  the  case,  were  as  g 
follows:  ' 

1st.  Copies  of  all  papers,  letters,  orders,  resolutions, 
or  memoranda,  in  books  or  otherwise,  going  to  show 
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that  the  b»nk8  ofdeposite  of  the  public  money,  of  which 
they,  retpectively»  are  officers*  have,  by  contract,  joint 
or  several,  employed  an  aj^ent  at  the  seat  of  Govern* 
ment  to  transact  their  business  with  the  Treasury  De* 
partmert. 

2d:  Copies  of  all  contracts  msde  with  any  and  every 
such  ag^ent. 

3(1.  Copies  of  all  the  correspondence  which  may  have 
been  carried  6n  between  said  banks,  or  any  of  their  offi- 
cers, and  ftaid  sgentor  agents,  either  before  or  since  the 
formation  of  <;pntracts  wiih  the  Treasury  Department, 
touching^  the  deposites  of  ihe  public  money;  and,  also, 
copies  of  all  accepted  or  rejected  contracts  proposed  by 
ssid  agent  or  agents,  at  any  lime. 

4th.  Copies  of  all  cnrcespondence,  paperii,  memoran- 
da, &c.,  tending;  to  show  <*  the  charactrr  of  the  business 
which  said  agent  or  agents  is  (or  are)  so  employed  to 
transact,"  whether  of  a  date  anterior  or  subsequent  to 
the  creation  of  such  agency  or  the  eiecution  of  said 
contracts. 

5th.  Copies  of  all  correspondence,  books,  letters,  pa- 
pers, memorandai  &c.,  going  to  sho^  the  amount  of  thfe 
compensation  of  said  agent  or  agents,  at  this  and  at  all 
antecedent  periods;  and  when,  how,  and  by  whom  paid, 
•nd  for  what  services. 

6<h.  Copies  of  all  papers,  correspondence,* &e.,  going 
to  show  whether  said  agent  or  agenia  has  or  have  bi-en 
emf)loyed  at  the  request  or  throuf^h  the  procurement  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  or  any  officer  thereof. 

7th.  Copies  of  all  correspondence,  &c.,  calculated  to 
show  whether  said  agent  or  agents  have  been  employed 
at  the  request,  or  through  the  procurement,  advice,  or 
consent,  of  the  Treasury  Department,  or  any  officer 
thereof.] 

A  copy  of  which  interrogatories  was  furnished  Mr.  John- 
son, among  others.  I'he  interrogatories  under  which 
I  suppose  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  produce  the  letter 
in  question  are  numbered  in  the  series  from  three  to 
seven,  inclusive.  1  find,  however,  on  examining  the  jour- 
nal of  the  committee,  that,  on  the  13th  instant,  the 
question  (a  copy  of  which  Is  herewith  filed)  was  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Peyton  to  be  propounded  to  the  witness, 
by  the  consent'of  the  committee,  one  member  objecting. 
This  interrogatory  was  also  forwarded  to  Mr.  Johnson; 
he,  however,  did  not  transmit  any  answers  to  the  com- 
mitieei  but,  on  Saturday  morning  last,  appenred  in  per* 
son  to  give  his  testimony.  At  the  time  he  announced 
himself,  the  committee  was  not  in  session,  but  the  mem- 
bers were  in  attendance  upon  the  House,  where  the 
present  examination  was  going  on.  I  told  Mr.  John- 
son that  the  committer  was  not  in  session,  and  could  not 
then  take  his  examination!  but  I  would  try  to  get  them 
together,  ai>d  take  his  examination  in  the  cburse  of  the 
dity.  He  said  his  attendance  was  very  inconvenient, 
and  he  was  anxious  to  retire  as  speedily  as  he  could.  I 
then  conducted  him  into  the  committee  room,  placed 
before  him  the  resolution  of  the  House  organising  the 
committee,  and  dirtciing  its  inquiries,  and  told  him  he 
coujd  do  as  many  other  witnesses  had  done — write  out 
his  answers  to  the  interrogatories  which  had  been  pro- 
pounded, looking  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  as  his 
guide.  He  wrote  out  his  testimony,  which  was  left  witli 
the  clerk  of  the  committee,  and  filed  the  let\er  in  ques- 
tion with  it.  The  committee  was  not  in  session  at  any 
t>me  during  his  examination.  I  had  np  knowledge 
whatever  that  such  a  letter  was  in  existence,'  until  I  was 
informed  that  Mr.  Johnson  had  filed  it.  I  have  no 
knott ledge  that  any  member  informed  Mr.  Johnson 
whether  it  was  proper  or  not  to  produce  said  paper. 

Copy  of  additional  quuHon  propounded  to  Afr.  Rtv&dy 
Johruunf  on  Munday,  Ftbruary  13. 

«<  37.  .Did  R.  B.  Taney  give  R.  M.  Whitney  m  letter 


of  recommendation,  or  did  be  in  any  manner  counte- 
nance or  encourage  him  in  appl^ng  for  the  agency  re- 
ferred to,  or  did  he  refuse  to  recommend  or  counte- 
nance him  in  that  cspacity,  while  he  was  at  the  head  of 
the  Treasury  Department.^  Do  jou  know  of  any  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject,  of  Mr.  Tanry,  with  a'ny  one? 
If  yea,  state  its  contents  or  file  copies  of  the  same. 
State  fully  all  you  mny  know  on  that  subject." 

Question  by  the  Counsel.  Who  moved  the  resolution 
and  framed  the  interrogatories  mentioned  in  your  pre- 
ceding answer^  Among  such  Interrogatories,  (having 
refecence  to  R.  M.  Whitney,)  is  not  the  29th  in  these 
terms,  to  wit:*  **29.  At  the  time  he  was  so  designated, 
were  you  acquainted  with  him  personally;  and  was  he 
favorably  known  to  you  either  for  capacity  or  integrity  f" 
Do  you  know  of  any  other  answers  being  returned  to 
said  interro^tory,  except  the  following,  extracted  from 
your  journal  by  your  clerk,  certified  by  him^ 

••  W.  D.  Lewis's  answer  to  the  29th  interrogatory. 
With  Mr.  Whitney,  the  agent  employed  by  the  Girard 
Bank,  1  have  been  personally  acquainted  for  many  years; 
and  he  has  always  been  favorably  known  to  me  for  ca- 
pacity and  integrity.  * 

"  Thomas  C.  Rockhill's  (Girard  Bank)  answer  to  the 
29th  interrogatory.  Deponent  has  known  him  for  abrut 
twenty  years;  has  transacted  a  great  desl  of  business 
with  iiim  for  years  back;  always  found  him  a  good  mer- 
chant, Correct  and  upright  in  his  transactions,  and  he  it 
favorably  known  to  deponent,  both  for  capacity  and  in- 
tegriiy. 

**  T.  M.  Bryan's  (Girard  Bank)  answer  to  the  S9(b 
interrogatory.  Deponent  has  known  him  for  many  }rarp, 
and  he  was  favorably  known  to  deponent^  both  for  ca* 
pacity  and  integrity. 

<*  A  Stevenson's  (President  of  Moyamensing  Bank) 
answv  to  the  29th  interrogatory.  DeponeM  knew  him 
well  when  he  resided  in  Philadelphia,  and  was  favorably 
known  to  deponent,  a«  a  gentleman  and  a  merchant,  both 
for  capacity  and  integrity. 

*•  P.  Reilly's  (Moyamensing  Bank)  answer  to  the  28th 
interrogatory.  Deponent  was  acquainted  with  him  some 
years  ago;  arid  did  not  entertain  a  favoriible  opinion  of 
him,  either  for  capacity  or  integrity.  He  would  not 
then  have  trusted  his  private  aHiiirs  with.  him.  This 
opinion  w»s  founded  on  general  rumor,  which  might 
have  been  true  or  fiilse,  and  not  upon  any  particular 
knowledire  of  deponent. 

••  K.  White's  (Manhattan  Company)  answer  to  29th 
interrogatory.  1  wad  previously  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Whitney,  and  considered  him  v  ell  qualified  for  the  of- 
fice of  agent  to  the  banks  at  Washington. 

••  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York,  (29ih  interrogatory.) 
At  the  time  Mr.  Whitney  was  selected  on  the  part  of 
this  bsnk,  I  was  not  acquainted  with  him  personaliyi 
but,  from  the  impression  made  upon  us  for  capacity  ai.d 
qualifications  from  respectable  sources,  we  were  of 
course  favorable  to  such  selection. 

*<  The  Mechanics'  Bank  also  states,  in  another  place^ 
(answer  14th.)  Mr.  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  having  been 
represented  to  us  as  a  person  of  great  experience  and 
practical  knowledge  of  financial  matters,  was  selected 
by  the  Mechanics'  Bank  as  its  agent  or  coi respondent  at 
the  seat  of  Government,  to  furnish  us  with  such  general  - 
information  in  regard  to  the  deposite  banks,  domestic 
exchange,  &o.,  as  mght  be  deemed  officiMl.        ' 

"CoMHiTTSs  Room,  February  SO^  1837. 

•<  In  answer  to  the  call  of  Mr.  Whitney's  counsel,  I 
have  examined   the   depositions  sent   by   the   different 
bankfi,  and  e;ictracted  every  thing  I  can  find  relating  to 
Mr.  Whitney's  character,  which  will  be  found  above. 
••SAMUEL  HAMILTON, 
Cttrk  to  Mr.  Gariand's  Commiitn*' 
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Mr.  GARLAND'S  answer.  The  series  of  retulutions 
from  which  the  printed  interrogatories  referred  to  in 
my  last  answer  were  produced,  were  proposed  by  Mr. 
Peyton;  the  amendments,  which  reduced  them  to  their 
ultimate  form,  were  principally  offered  by  Mr.  Hamer. 
The  interrogatory  of  the  13th  of  the  present  month  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  Peyton  also.  The  20th  interrogatory 
of  the  series  referred  to  is  correctly  quoted  in  the  ques- 
tion now  before  me.  I  do  not  know  thst  sny  answers  to 
said  interrogatories  have  been  returned,  besides  those 
referred  to  in  the  question;  if  there  have  been,  I  do  not 
recollect  them. 

Quesiion  by  Counsel,  (in  substance.)  Please  look  at 
the  exanaination  of  David  Henshaw,  and  say  what  mem- 
ber or  members  of  the  committee  proposed  the  inter- 
rogatory to  which  said  Henshaw  returned  the  following 
answer,  to  be  found  in  the  journal  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Henshaw's  answer.  '*  I  cannot  answer  for  the  offi- 
cers of  the  hanks  who  recommended  Mr.  Whitney.  I 
was  not  an  officer  in  any  bank  at  that  time.  I  had  my* 
self  known  Mr.  Whitney  for  some  time  previously;  and 
I  had  heard  Jiim  favorably  spokep  of  by  those  who  had 
known  him  longer,  both  for  capacity  and  integrity.  So 
fiir  an  my  own  personal  knowledge  of  Mr.  Whitney  ex- 
tends, it  is  favorable  to  bis  character  for  capacity  and  in- 
tejfrity." 

Lit  might  be  as  well  here  to  state  that^  on  reference  to 
the  jnurnal,  it  appears  that  the  question  was  put  by  Mr. 
PxYTOir,  and    was  in    the    following   words:  **  Was  or 
was  not  Mr.  R.    M.  Whitney,  at  the  time  the   letter  of 
recommendation  before  mentioned  by  you  was  laid  be- 
fore the   board,    favorably  known  to  you,  and   the  offi- 
cers of  that  bank,  as  a  gt- ntleman  of  capacity  as  well  as 
integrity^  Or  did  the  board  lake  the  evidence  furnished 
by  that  1-tter  as  satisfactory  nn  both  these  points'*'] 
^     Mr.  LOVE  objected   to  this    interrogatory.     He  had 
•at  there  d^y  in  and  day  out,  while  this  inquiry  was  go* 
ing  on,  endeavoring  to  prepare  himself  to  submit  to  any 
course  which  the  learned  counsel  and  gentlemen  of  the 
^ House  might  think  proper  to  adopt;  but  the  character 
of  the    House,  and  the   poaition  it  occupied   before  the 
nation,  required  that  there  should  be  some  grounds  for 
the  interrogatories  put  to  witnesses  by  the  counsel. 
What  was  tbe  question  now  proposed   to  be   put,  and 
what  had  it  to  do  with  the  only  8i>bject.matter  legitimate- 
ly before  the  Housed    What  had  this  interrogatory  to  do 
with  the  question  whether  Whitney  had  or  had  not  com- 
mitted a  contempt  of  the  House?    Was  there  a  mem- 
ber in  that  House  who  did  nut  see  that  during  the  pre- 
cedinff  part  of  to-day's  sitting,  and  a  great  part  of  Satur- 
day, ttie   question   whether   Whitney  had   committed  a 
contempt  had  been  utterly  and  inioto  lust  sight  of;  and 
they  were  proce«*ding  in  an  investigHtion   which,  if  not 
arrested  by  the  House,  would  consume  the  whole  of  the 
remainder  of  the  session?     Inquiries  were  now  making, 
not  only  as  to  what  had  occurred   before  the  Cf^mmitiee 
to  which  the  alleged  contempt  had  been  offered,  but  as 
to  what  had  occurred  before  an  entirely  diffrrent  com- 
mittee; and  not  only  this,  but  the  learned  counsel  were 
now  going  into  an  entirely  new  field  of  inquiry.     They 
were  not  content  with  bringing  to  light  all  the  impor- 
tant occurrences  which  had  transpiied  before  the  com- 
mittee, but  ihcy  were  now  propounding  inquiries  to  as- 
certain from  what  members  of  the  committee  certain  in- 
terrogatories had  been  propounded  to  witnesses  before 
that  committee.     Nuw,  was  this  to  be  acquiesced  in  by 
the  House  f    He  would  inquire    whether  questions  of 
this  sort  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  only  subject  be- 
fore the  House,  namely:  whether  Whitney  had  or  had 
•  not  committed  a  contempt  of  the  House.     He  would  call 
upon  the  learned  counsel  to  state  to  the  House  the  ob- 
ject of  making  inquiries  of  this  kind;  and  if  there  was 
not  good  and  sufficient  reasons  for  propounding  the  in- 
terrogatory, Mr.  L.  mutt  protest  against  it. 


When  they  were  within  ten  days  of  the  end  of  tbe 
session,  and  in  fact  only  six  days  left  thein  to  ooncluda 
all  the  important  business  of  the  nation  yet  unacted  on, 
e  trusted  this  case  would  not  be  spun  out  by  intro- 
ducing testimony  of  this  kind.  He  was  unwilling  to  fit 
there  any  longer  listening  to  an  examination,  by  way  of 
ascertaining  from  the  officers  of  certain  banks  the  par- 
ticulars as  to  the  character  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney;  and 
least  of  all,  to  hear  the  counsel  propound  interrogatoriei 
to  ascertain  what  particular  member  of  the  committee 
propounded  this  question  to  a  witness,  and  what  one 
propounded  that  question.  He  called  upon  all  gentle- 
men who  were  desirous  of  disposing  of  the  great  and 
important  measures  yet  before  the  House  to  come  for- 
ward and  arrest  this  new  and  irrelevant  course  of  pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  counsel  for  tbe  accused,  was  understood 
to  remark  that  he  had  all  along  puMUed  a  course  in- 
tended to  economize  the  time  of  the  House,  and  that 
this  interrogatory  might  have  been  responded  to  in  one 
twentieth  of  the  time  it  took  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  to  make  his  objections  to  it;  and  if  he  (Mr.  J.) 
were  to  argue  over  and  over  again  to  that  House  every 
time  a  question  was  objected  to,  he  should  have  on 
each  occasion  to  reargue  the  merits  of  the  whofe  esse. 
All  that  he  should  then  say  was,  that  it  was  very  extra- 
ordinary that  after  a  witness  under  examination  had 
been  permitted,  without  the  whisper  of  an  objection 
from  any  quarter  of  the  House,  without  any  reflections 
or  strictures  on  the  part  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  made  so  vehement  an  objection  now,  to  answer  the 
very  question  that  showed  or  attempted  to  show  the  ac- 
cused in  an  unfavorable  light,  by  producing  the  letters 
of  Mr.  Taney  and  Mr.  Duane,  together  with  all  the 
questions  propounded  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Gamlahd]  on  Saturday,  Mr.  J.  thought  it  indeed 
extraordinary,  that  when  the  counsel  followed  the  ex- 
ample set  them  by  the  members  of  the  House,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  the  authority  of  the  House,  by  merely  bring- 
ing into  view  other  parti  of  the  same  record,  it  should 
be  objected  to.  Was  the  course  of  examination  which 
had  been  so  long  tolerated  by  the  House  to  stop  at  the 
very  point  where  the  prisoner  could  take  advantage  of 
it?  He  trusted  the  common  sense  of  justice  and  equity 
on  the  part  of  the  Hou^e  would  at  leaat  allow  the  same 
latitude,  on  the  same  points  of  testimony,  which  bad 
been  sanctioned  for  the  other  aide. 

On  taking  the  question  by  tellers,  the  yeas  being  42| 
nays  49— no  qtiorum*— 

^Mr.  Key,  by  leave,  withdrew  the  interrogatory,  and 
sent  a  request  to  the  Chair,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
House,  explaining  that  the  request  would  probably  su- 
persede the  necessity  of  the  inttrrrogatory. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  would  not  be  in  order,  while  a 
witness  was  on  the  stand. 

Mr.  MI^RCER.  I  think  it  ought  to  be  read,  and  then 
the  House  might  judge  of  it. 

The  CHAIK  then  directed  it  to  be  read,  as  follows: 

**The  counsel  for  the  accused  respectfully  ask  that 
that  part  of  the  journal  of  the  committee  showing  the 
evidence  of  David  Henshaw  be  now  read,  the  whole 
journal  being  decided  by  the  House  to  be  evidence  in 
this  case.'* 

No  action  was  taken  on  this  request,  it  not  being  then 
in  order  to  consider  it.  * 

Mr.  Key  then  proposed  the  following  interrogatory  to 
the  witness: 

Question  by  Counsel.  After  the  signature  of  Mr.  B. 
Johnson  to  his  deposition,  there  appears  another  answer 
to  another  interrogatory;  please  state  who  propounded 
that  interrogatory,  and  when  and  where.  State  your 
knowledge  fully;  also,  whether  such  interrogatory,  so 
propounded,  was  authorised  by  the  committee,  or  by 
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you,  as  chairman  I  and  produce  said  interrogatory;  state, 
also,  whether  the  said  deposition  of  said  witness  is 
sworn  to. 

Mr.  LOVE  said,  if  he  understood  that  interrogatory, 
it  was  in  substance  the  same  as  the  otber-^of  the  same 
character  precisely.  He  therefore  objected  to  if,  and 
stated  his  reasons. 

Mr.  Speaker,  said  he,  the  subject  of  the  inquiry,  as  I  un- 
derstand the  interrogatory,  is  this:  what  member  of  the 
con\mittee,  of  which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
'  ginli,  now  upon  the  stand,  is  chairman,  propounded  cer- 
tain questions?  Now,  sir,  1  ask,  what  is  that  to  this  accused, 
or  to  his  counsel,  or  to  this  House'  Whose  business  is  it  if 
improper  questions  have  been  put  by  that  committee,  or 
questions  so  improper,  by  any  members  of  it,  as  that  the 
member  or  members  so  putting  them  have  or  has  been 
guilty  of  corruption,  or  deemed  to  be  so,  and  their  or  his 
conduct  in  so  doing  a  fair  subject  of  inquiry  ?  If  this  be 
so,  then  let  complaints  be  preferred  here.  Let  there  be  a 
complaint  preferred  against  that  committee,  or  the 
members  or  member  of  it  who  have  or  has  been  guilty 
of  any  such  offence,  and  then  go  into  proof  that  he  or 
they  put  the  question.  But  what,  I  again  ask,  have  we 
now  to  do  with  the  iact  as  to  what  member  of  that  com- 
mittee propounded  certain  interrogatories  to  any  wit- 
ness that  had  been  examined  by  it^  I  say,  Mr.  Speaker, 
what  has  that  fact  to  do  with  the  question  of  contempt 
of  Reuben  M.Whitney?  What  has  it  to  do  with  it?  How 
does  it  touch  it?  Under  what  pretext  can  it  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  case  of  Whitney  for  a  contempt  of  this 
House?.  Admit  all  that  has  been  said  or  done  in  regard 
to  the  character  of  Whitney,  and  that  it  is  fairly  put  in 
issue;  yet  what,  after  all  that,  under  heaven,  have  cer- 
tain questions,  and  which  member  of  the  committee  put 
those  questions,  to  do  with  the  issue  made,  or  sought  to 
he  made,  before  this  Rouse?  I  say,  nothing  under 
heaven;  and,  notwithstanding  counsel  say  it  tfUces  lon- 
ger to  oppose  these  questions  than  it  would  for  the  wit- 
ness to  anfwer  them,  that  is  no  reason  for  invalidating 
an  objection  to  an  improper  question.  They  may  pur- 
sue these  questions,  in  one  furm  or  other,  till  the  last 
hour  of  the  session;  and  are  we  never  to  stop  it,  be- 
cause the  objections  made  occupy  more  of  the  time  of 
the  House  than  the  witness  would  in  answering  the  ques- 
tion? I  trust,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  House  has  more  regard 
for  its  own  reputation.  Why,  sir,  I  say  it  unhesiuting- 
ly,  that  if  any  course  taken  by  this  House  has  the  effect 
of  protracting  this  matter,  it  is  the  proceedings  already 
had,  and  which,  I  would  say,  were  it  in  order,  would 
disgrace  every  justice's  court  in  any  district  of  the  coun- 
try. Sir,  I  will  not  sit  here  quietly,  without  raising  my 
voice  in  protesting  against  it. 

Mr.  Key  was  proceeding  to  reply,  when 

Mr.  WISE  rose,  and  asked  leave  to  report  sQme  mat- 
ters before  the  other  select  committee,  of  which  be  him- 
self was  chairman. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  WISE  merely  wished,  he  said,  to  hand  in  some 
extracts  from  the  journal  of  his  committee. 

The  CHAIR  repeated  that  it  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  WISE.     It  is  only  extracts,  sir. 

The  CHAIR.  It  can  only  be  done  by  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House.  The  Chair  again  reminded  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  that  he  was  interposing  between 
the  right  of  the  counsel  for  tlie  accused  to  reply  to  the 
objection  made  to  bis  interrogatory. 

Mr.  WISE  again  pressed  his  motion,  but  it  was  ob- 
jected to. 

Mr.  Key  (one  of  the  counsel)  then  proceeded  to  reply 
to  Mr.  Love.  It  appeared  to  him,  he  said,  that  the 
gentleman  from, New  York  did  not  recollect  what  had 
been  already  done  by  the  House;  but,  he  supposed,*  a 
simple  statement  of  it  would  remove  the  gentleman's  ob- 
jection. 


It  had,  then,  been  already  decided  by  the  House  that 
the  whole  journal  of  the  select  committee,  to  which  the 
gentleman  had  referred,  was  in  evidence  in  this  cause. 
Every  deposition  taken  was  in  evidence,  and  every  part 
of  it.  Now,  if  that  be  the  case — and  that  it  was  he  need 
only  appeal  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House— its  votes, 
and  the  facts,  showing  that  on  Saturday  last,  under  that 
authority,  under  that  decision  of  the  House,  the  whole 
journal  was  put  in  as  evidence,  and  various  parts  of  it 
called  for  and  read  by  the  Clerk;  for  instance,  that  por- 
tion containing  the  evidence  and  the  paper  produced 
by  Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson.  Mr.  K.  presumed,  therefore, 
that  it  was  undeniable  that  the  whole  of  Mr.  Johnson's 
deposition,  taken  by  that  committee,  was  then  in  evi- 
dence before  that  House.  Now,  if  that  be  the  case,  and 
he  had  shown  that  it  was  the  case,  on  what  possible 
grounds  of  law  or  justice  could  the  objection  to  the  in- 
terrogatory then  made  be  sustained? 

Mr.  K.  said  they  wanted  to  know  if  that  deposition  was, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  properly  taken,  and  proper  testimo- 
ny before  the  House;  if  that  letter  had  been  duly  sworn 
to.  They  wanted  to  know  if  the  interrogatories  were 
all  put  by  the  authority  of  the  committee,  and  if  the 
answers  were  all  properly  delivered;  or  whether  inter- 
rogatories had  not  been  fiut  to  Mr.  Johnson,  which  ought 
never  to  have  been  put  to  him.  That  was  the  object  of 
the  inquiry,  and  he  insisted  upon  their  right  to  pro- 
pound it. 

Mr.  PEYTON  here  interposed,  and  said  he  wished  to 
set  the  learned  counsel  right  in  regard  to  the  facts  of 
that  case.  Mr.  Johnson  (he  said)  appeared  before  the 
committee;  but  there  was  not  and  could  not  be  got  to- 
gether a  quorum  of  it  at  the  time  the  chairman  called  a 
meeting.  Mr.  P.  was  directed  to  go  down  and  see  Mr. 
Johnson,  in  reference  to  his  evidence.  At  that  time,  the 
counsel  for  the  accused  had  already  propounded  inter- 
rogatories in  relation  to  it,  and  had  made  an  effort  to 
obtain  from  the  journal  every  answer  given  to  the  twen- 
ty-ninth interrogatory.  Mr.  Johnson  had  answered  all 
the  interrogatories  (as  the  committee  supposed)  fully, 
and  put  his  name  to  the  paper  containing  them.  I 
first  told  him  (Mr.  P.  said)  that  I  would  ask  him  another 
question^  but,  after  a  few  words,  I  then  suggested  to 
him,  what  he  himself  had  told  me,  that  he  could  con- 
sistently tell  the  whole  truth,  and  could  append  a  further 
answer  to  the  twenty-ninth  interrogatory,  already  pro- 
pounded to  and  answered  by  him.  Upon  that  sugges- 
tion, having  believed  that  he  had  not  fully  answered  all 
lie  knew,  he  made  a  further  answer,  striking  out  his 
name,  putting  the  further  answer  thereafter,  and  after- 
wards re-signing  his  name,  as  an  answer  to  that  whole 
interrogatory. 

Now,  (continued  Mr.  P.,)  the  gentleman  would  at 
once  see  the  importance  of  that  interrogatory.  It  was, 
whether  tlie  accused  was  known  to  him  favorably,  for  in- 
tegrity as  well  as  capacity.  Mr.  Johnson  knew,  from 
information,  (  great  deaV  more  upon  the  subject  of  this 
man's  integrity  and  character  than  what  he  had  already- 
stated,  viz:  he  had  understood  enough  to  enable  him  to 
make  the  statement  which  he  did  in  regard  to  that  indi- 
vidual's association  with  blacklegs  and  gamblers  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia.  I  (said  Mr.  P.)  considered  it  impor- 
tant; Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson  considered  it  important;  but 
1  asked  no  new  question,  because  the  committee  were 
not  present.  This  answer  of  Mr.  Johnson,  be  repeated, 
was  given  to  the  twenty-ninth  interrogatory. 

Mr.  Key  bad  no  sort  of  objection  to  the  explanation 
made  by  the  gentleman;  but  still  (said  Mr.  K.)  we  are 
brought  back  again  to  the  questiooy  whether  or  not  an 
interrogatory  proposed  to  this  witness  be  a  competent  • 
one  or  not.  Now,  I  want  to  know,  sir,  if,  when  a  part 
of  a  deposition  that  wss  read  before  the  House  on  Sat- 
urday, by  the  other  side,  as  evidence»  was  admitted. 
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whether  I  cannot  make  an  inquiry  in  relation  to  il»  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  whether  that  y&ry  deposition  was 
proper  or  not,  properly  taken  or  not;  showing,  sir,  that 
the  deposition  which  has  been  thus  read  before  the 
House  lias  never  been  sworn  to  at  all.  I  want  to  know 
whether  I  shall  be  precluded  from  showing,  as  I  shall 
be  able  to  show,  that  that  part  of  the  deposition  which 
follows  the  deponent's  name  on  the  paper  is  an  answer 
to  no  interrogatory,  or  at  least  an  answer  to  an  inadmis- 
sible interrogatoi*y,  put  to  him  by  no  authority  whatever. 
Kay,  more,  sir:  that  when  similar  questions  were  at- 
j  tempted  to  be  put  to  other  witnesses,  they  were  objected 
to  by  the  committee.  How  can  the  House  object  to  this? 
The  whole  journal  is  in  evidence,  and  this  is  part  of  the 
journal;  and,  sir,  the  deposition  being  already  in  evi- 
dence, am  I  not  to  inquire  who  put  that  second  or  addi* 
tional  interrogatory;  under  what  circumstances  the  an- 
iwer  to  it  was  taken;  or,  in  the  language  of  the  interrog- 
atory, whether  any  part  of  that  deposition,  which  has 
been  read  to  this  House  as  testimony,  is  testimony  at  alP 

The  CHAIR  was  about  to  propound  the  question,  the 
counsel  for  the  accused  having  finished  his  reply,  when 

Mr.  P£YTON  again  interposed,  and  desired  to  make 
a  further  statement. 

The  CHAIH  said  he  would  ascertain  whether  it  was 
the  general  sense  of  the  House,  or  not,  that  the  gentle- 
man should  do  so. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  By  permission  of  the  House,  I  will 
give  the  facts,  which  will  satisfy  the  counsel  that  he  is 
laboring  under  misapprehension. 

Mr.  GHOLSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  must  object  to  any 
farther  interruption.  The  counsel  has  replied  to  the 
objections  raised  against  his  interrogatory;  and,  under 
the  order  of  the  House,  it  is  not  competent  for  any  gen- 
tleman to  speak  afterwards.  I  insist,  sir,  upon  the  ques- 
tion being  put. 

The  CHAIR  then  put  the  question,  whether  the  inter- 
rogatory should  be  propounded;  when,  there  being  yeas 
63,  nays  36— no  quorum- 
Mr.  GHOLSON  moved  a  call  of  the  House;  which  was 
kMt,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  of  putting  the  interrogatory;  but  there 
W88  again  no  quorum:  Teas  35,  nays  95. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  requested  the  Chair  to  ascertain 
if  there  was  a  quorum  within  the  hall. 

The  CHAIR  had  no  doubt  of  it,  if  gentlemen  would 
come  within  the  bar  and  vote. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  moved  an  adjournment,  and  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion,  stating  that  he  made 
both  motions  in  order  that,  by  calling  over  the  roll,  it 
might  bring  a  quorum. 

The  House  refused  to  order  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  withdrew  the  motion  to  adjourn;  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  the  ques- 
tion, **  Shall  this  interrogatory  be  put^'Uhe  question 
Wis  so  Uken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  112, 
nays  43,  as  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Heman  Allen,  Beale,  Bean,  Beau- 
mont, Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Borden,  Briggs,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burns,  John  Calhoon,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  Carter,  Casey.  George  Chambers,  John  Cham- 
bers, Chetwood,  N.  H.  Claiburne,  John  £•  H.  Clai- 
borne, Coles,  Corwin,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dawson, 
Denny,  Doubleday,  Dunlap,  Evans,  Farlin,  Forester, 
Fowler,  French,  GboUon,  Granger,  Graves,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  J.  Hall,  H.  Hall,  Harlan,  Harper,  S.  S.  Harri- 
son, Haynes,  Henderson,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley, 
Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  Jo- 
seph Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones, 
Benjamin  Jones,  L.ane,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Joshua 
Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Leonard,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann, 
Job  Mann,  Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  Mc- 


carty, McKennan,  McKim,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Morgan, 
Page,  Parks,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Potts, 
Heed,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Richardson, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Russell,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickles, 
Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele, 
Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  John  Thomson, 
Toucey,  Washington,  White,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Yell~112. 

Nats<— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bailey, -Barton,  Bond,  Boon, 
Cambreleng,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Clark,  Cramer,  Deber- 
ry,  Dromgoole,  Efner,  Grantland,  Grayson,  Haley, 
Hawkins,  Herod,  Hoar,  Holt,  Howell,  Hunt,  William 
Jackson,  Cave  Johnson,  Kennon,  Love,  Loyall,  William 
Mason,  McKay,  McLene,  Montgomery,  Parker,  Pear- 
son, Pettigrew,  Rencber,  Schenck,  Shields,  Turrill, 
Vanderpoel,  Ward,  Ward  well,  Webster,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams— 43. 

So  the  House  decided  that  the  interrogatory  should 
be  put. 

The  witness  then  returned  the  following: 

Answer.  I  have  not  read  Mr.  Johnson's  testimony,  and 
do  not  know  its  contents.  The  committee  was  not  in 
session  at  any  time  during  the  time  he  was  engaged  in 
stating  his  testimony,  and  of  course  did  not  authorize" 
the  interrogatory  referred  to  by  Mr.  Johnson;  if  one 
was  propounded  to  him,  I  do  not  know  who  propound- 
ed the  interrogatory.  I  had  no  authority,  as  chairman, 
to  authorize  it,  and  did  not  do  so.  I  administered  the 
usual  oath  to  Mr.  Johnson,  while  he  was  engaged  in 
writing  his  testimony. 

CroBS-examinaiion  of  Mr,  Garland. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Did  not  Mr.  Peyton  suggest 
to  you  the  propriety  of  calling  the  committee  together 
before  Mr.  Johnson  should  be  discharged.^ 

Answer.  I  think  he  did,  but  it  was  difficult  to  get 
them  together,  owing  to  the  examination  now  going  on ; 
nor  did  1  think  it  neceasary,  unless  new  interrogatories 
were  to  be  propounded. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Do  you  conclude,  upon  an  ex- 
amination of  the  teatimony  of  Mr.  Johnson,  herewith 
furnished  for  your  inspection,  that  there  was  any  addi- 
tional interrogatory  propounded  to  him;  and  ia  it  not 
the  fact  that  his  attention  was  called  to  the  29ih  inter- 
rogatory, by  being  asked  if  he  had  any  information  to 
give  under  that  interrogatory? 

Answer.  Upon  readmg  Mr.  Johnson's  statement,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  question,  1  find  the  following  passage: 
<<  Deponent  being  asked  whether  he  has  any  knowl- 
ege  or  information  of  Mr.  Whitney's  general  char- 
acter for  capacity  and  integrity,  as  asked  for  in  the 
29th  interrogatory,  at  any  time  subsequent  to  the 
date  to  which  suci)  interrogatory  applies,"  &c.  Wheth- 
er such  interrogatory  as  he  states  was  propounded 
to  him,  I  do  not  know.  If  it  was,  I  did  not  hear 
it.  It  was  his  duty  to  have  answered  fully  the  29th 
interrogatory;  and,  to  authorize  him  to  do  that,  no  new 
interrogatory  was  necessary.  How  far  a  new  interrog- 
atory was  necessary  to  authorize  the  witneas  to  answer 
the  29th  interrogatory,  embracing  a  period  of  time  sub- 
sequent to  the  period  embraced  in  that  interrogatory, 
is  matter  of  construction,  which  the  House  can  as  well 
determine  as  I  can.  I  do  not  recolect  whether  his  at- 
tention was  called  to  the  29th  interrogatory  or  not,  for 
I  was  but  a  few  minutes  in  the  committee  room  with 
him,  while  he  was  stating  his  evidence. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Were  not  numerous  inter- 
rogatories propounded  to  Mr.  Whitney  himself,  and  to 
other  persons,  with  his  knowledge,  which,  from  their  na- 
ture, were  well  calculated  to  inform  him  that  the  commit- 
tee were  proceeding  to  take  testimony  in  relation  to  the 
matters  alluded  to  in  the  evidence  given  by  Chief  Justice 
Taney  i^nd  by  Mr.  Johnson;  and  bad  not  the  commit- 
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tee  come  to  an  understanding  among  themselves,  infor- 
mally, that  It  would  be  proper  to  hear  any  witnesses,  or 
other  testimony,  furnished  either  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  or  Mr.  Whitney,  touching  any  matter  whicli 
might  be  in  evidence  against  ihem,  or  either  of  them^ 

Answer.  The  journal^  of  the  committee  contains  all 
the  interrogatories  proposed,  whether  propounded  or 
not,  and  a  reference  to  them  will  best  answer  this  ques- 
tion. 1  think  many  of  them  were  well  calculated  to  ap- 
prize Mr.  Whitney  that  testimony  of  the  character  giv- 
en by  Judge  Taney  and  Mr.  Johnson  was  expected  to 
be  taken.  My  recollection  is,  that  every  member  of 
the  committee  expressed  his  unwillingness  to  receive 
any  explanatory  or  exculpatory  evidence  from  any  per- 
son who  might  be  implicated  in  the  course  of  the  inves- 
tigation. 

Mr,  Fairfield'b  re-examination, 

Mr.  PEYTON  here  asked  leave  to  submit  a  question 
to  another  witness. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  PEYTON.   I  suppose  I  may  by  general  consent. 

The  CHAIR  cannot  put  it. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  But  if  the  House  is  willing,  will  the 
Chair  object.^     Does  the  Chair  object? 

The  CHAIR  does  not  object,  but  be  cannot  put  it 
without  the  general  assent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  THOMAS  suggested  that  the  best  course,  and  to 
obviate  all  difficulty,  would  be  for  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  to  pass  his  interrogatory  to  the  eommittee 
and  the  counsel. 

Mr.  PEYTON  said  he  understood  that  one  of  the 
counsel  of  the  accused^  having  looked  at  the  question, 
was  perfectly  willing  thai  Mr.  Fairfield  should  take 
it  and  answer  it;  and  Mr.  P.  hoped  the  House  would  in* 
dul^e  him. 

The  CHAIR  inquired  if  it  was  intended  to  supersede 
the  witness  upon  the  stand. 

Mr.  PEY  TON  replied  in  the  negative,  and  stated  that 
the  interrogatory  and  answer  could  lie  over  till  the  other 
witness  was  disposed  of. 

The  interrogatory  was  then  read,  as  follows; 

(Question  by  Mr.  PEYTON.  In  one  of  your  former 
answers  you  alluded  to  a  conversation  between  R.  M. 
Whitney  and  others,  in  your  presence,  after  the  35th 
January  I  I  wish  you  to  state,  in  explanation  .  of  ssid 
answer,  who  were  present  at  that  time,  tp  whom  said 
Whitney  made  the  remarks,  as  stated  in  your  answer«; 
where  it  was;  whether  in  the  night  or  daytime; 
and  state  filly  all  that  was  said  by  said  Whitney,  or  oth- 
ers, upon  the  same- subject,  upon  that  occasion. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  took  the  question,  and  was  desired 
to  answer  it  after  the'exa  mi  nation  of  the  witness  then  on 
the  stsnd  was  closed. 

Mr,  Garland*8  examination  resumed. 

Question  by  Counsel.  And  was  the  accused  or  his 
counsel  infornied  that  Mr.  Johnson  was  here,  and  that 
he  was  about  to  give  evidence,  to  be  used  in  the  present 
case? 

Answer.  He  was  not^  within  my  knowlege. 

Question  by  CounseU  Was  there,  at  any  time,  any 
communication  made  to  the  accused,  notifying  him 
that  he  might  be  present  at  the  taking  of,  or  in  any  oth- 
er way  informed  o^  the  testimony  that  had  been  taken, 
or  might  be  taken,  affecting  him  or  his  evidence?  Was 
not  a  resolution  to  that  eneot  offered,  and  was  it  not 
laid  on  the  tab!e,  and  never  afterwards  called  up?  Is 
not  that  the  resolution  at  pages  127-'8,  in  these  words, 
to  wit: 

*' Resolved,  That  if  any  of  the  evidence  that  now  is, 
or  hereafter  shall  be,  before  this  committee,  shall  be 
deemed,  by  any  member  thereof,  to  criminate  the  offi- 
cial conduct  of  any  officer  of  the  Government,  or  the 


private  character  of  any  auch  officer,  or  other  person, 
the  same  shall  not  be  published  or  considered  as  evi- 
dence, lintil  such  officer  or  p^on  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  rebut  or  explain  the  same;  and,  to  enable  hinn 
to  do  so,  he  shall  be  notified  of  the  matter  objected  to, 
and  furnished  with  the  evidence  upon  which  the  objec- 
tion rests." 

Answer.  The  resolution  referred  to  speaks  for  itself. 
The  original  resolution  is  truly  copit  d  in  the  printed 
journal  now  before  the  Hout^.  This  resolution  has  hot 
been  acted  upon.  Mr.  Whitney  never  received,  within 
my  knowlege,  any  such  notification  as  ataied  in  the 
question;  nor  do  I  recollect  that  he  ever  requested  the 
committee  to  give  him  any  sucji. 

Question  by  Mr.  PEYTON.  In  the  proposition  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Giilet,  to  which  reference  has  juKt  been 
made,  was  the  objeetion  to  the  same  made  to  receiving 
any  explanatory  evidence,  either  oral  or  written,  from 
said  Whitney,  or  any  other  person;  or  was  the  objec- 
tion confined  to  excluUmg  all  evidence  to  be  taken, 
until  any  person  supposed  to  be  afiected  was  heard,  aa 
tending  to  exclude  a  large  portion  of  the  evidence  aK 
ready  taken? 

Answer.  I  have  heretofore  stated  that  I  understood 
every  member  of  the  committee  willing  to  receive  ex- 
culpatory or  explanatory  evidence  from  any  person  im- 
plicated. The  difficulty  with  some  members,  in  adopt- 
ing the.  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Giilet,  was,  thut  it 
excluded  all  evidence  of  th%^  character,  until  the  person 
implicated  was  notified  that  it  was  to  be  introduced.  I 
remember  a  discussion  among  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee upon  this,  as  a  legal  proposition,  so  far  as  it  pre- 
vailed in  the  courts  of  judicature. 

The  witness  [Mr.  Gablasb]  was  then  dicharged  from 
the  stand. 

Reexamination  of  Mr.  Fairfield  resumed, 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  then  returned  an  answer  (imbodied 
in  the  following)  to  the  interrogatory  put  by  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, pending  the  examination  of  Mr.  Garland;  which 
having  been  read — 

Mr.  PEYTON  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  he  has  notanswered 
as  to  the  time  and  place. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD.  It  was  on  the  evening  (the  answer, 
I  believe,  states)  when  the  gentleman  made  bis  statement 
in  the  House;  and  It  was  at  Mr.  Gillei's  room. 

The  answer  was  then  read  again,  and  the  witness  ask- 
ed to  have  it  returned  to  him;  which  was  ordered. 

The  witness  then  returned  the  following  answer  in 
full: 

Answer.  As  I  have  before  stated,  1  was  not  present  in 
the  House  at  the  time  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton  called 
up  the  case  of  the  occurrence  of  the  25tb  of  January, 
and  made  their  statements  respecting  it;  but,  on  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House,  1  was  Informed  that  they  had 
so  done,  and  that  Mr*  Wise  had  called  upon  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  to  make  statements  also.  It 
occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  well  to  reduce  to  writing 
the  facts,  as  they  rested  in  my  recollection;  and  I  accord- 
ingly retired  to  my  chamber,  and  wrote,  out  the  state- 
ment, which  is  in  substance  my  answer  to  the  first  inter* 
rogatory,  without  consultation  with  any  member  of  the 
conr^mittee,  and  before  I  bad  read  the  statement*  of 
Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton.  After  having  done  this,  1  felt 
a  natural  anxiety  to  see  how  far  it  corresponded  with  the 
recollection  of  other  members  of  the  committee;  and  ac- 
cordingly, the  same  evening  or  the  next,  I  called  upon 
Me8srfl>  Hamer,  Giilet,  and  Martin,  and  eihibited  to  them 
my  statement.  1  was  pleased  to  find  that  they  substan« 
tially  agreed  with  me,  though  their  recollection  em- 
braced a  few  facts  not  distinctly  within  mine. 

When  I  called  upon  Mr.  Giilet,  it  was  early  in  the 
cvenipg,  and,  finding  Mr.  Whitney  there,  I  did  not  take 
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a  seftt,  and  stopped  only  a  few  minntes.  In  reply  to  Mr. 
Gillet's  invitation  to  titke  a  chair,  I  told  him  I  had  drawn 
up  a  statement  of  the  fitcti  in  relation  to  the  occurrence 
of  the  25th  of  January,  and  that  I  wogld  call  again  in  the 
course  of  the  evening,  and  exhibit  it  to  him.  This  led 
to  some  remark  of  Mr.  Whitney  about  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Wise,  but  I  do  not  recollect  distinctly  what  it  was, 
which  was  followed  by  the  remarks,  the  substance  of 
which  was  given  in  my  answer  to  the  fifteenth  question 
proposed  by  the  honorable  Mr.  Bell.  I  think  Mr.  Gil. 
let  made  some  remark,  but  I  have  no  recollection  as 
to  what  it  was.  At  some  time  while  I  was  there,  I  think 
1  remarked  to  Mr.  Gillet  th^t  Mr.  Wise  had  made  a  worse 
ease  for  himself  than  Mr.  Whitney's  statement  had  made, 
having  heard  so  much  of  Mr.  Wise's  remarks  repeated 
as  related  to  his  intention  in  case  Mr.  Whitney  had 
moved  his  elbow  an  inch.  This  did  not  occur  to  me 
when  I  answered  the  previous  question  upon  this  sub. 
ject.  I  then  retired,  cnlled  upon  Mr.  Martin,  and,  in 
the  course  of  perhaps  half  an  hour,  returned;  and,  find- 
ing Mr.  Gillet  alone,  I  exhibited  my  statement  to  him, 
at>d  was  pleased  to  find  that  it  accorded  substantially 
with  his  recollection.  No  others  were  present,  nor  can 
I  recollect  distinctly  any  thing  further  that  was  said. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Did  you  furnish  a  copy  of 
your  statement  to  Mr.  Whitney,  or  any  other  person, 
before  you  gave  your  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory} 
Or  did  you  put  the  original  statement  into  the  posses- 
sion of  aRy  other  person  before  that  times  *^nd,  if  yes, 
inio  whose? 

Mr.  BOON  objected  to  this  interrogatory,  as  being 
wholly  irrelevant  to  the  subject-matter  which  the  House 
had  to  decide  upon.  The  whole  of  Saturday,  and  four 
hours  of  this  day's  sitting,  had  been  taken  up  in  asking 
questions,  and  debating  points  arising  therefrom,  which 
had  no  connexion  with  the  main  question  before  the 
House,  namely,  whether  or  not  Whitney  had  offered  a 
contempt  to  the  House;  and  if  they  were  to  go  on,  call- 
ing  upon  the  stenographers  for  their  opinions  in  relation 
to  one  pd'rat,  and  upon  other  gentlemen  for  their  opinions 
in  relation  to  another  point,  this  question  would  not  be 
disposed  of  when  the  evening  of  the  3d  of  March  would 
put  a  period  to  the  existence  of  the  twenty-fourth  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  DELL  concurred,  he  said,  most  heartily  with  the 
gentleman,  not  only, that  all  the  time  of  that  day,  Satur- 
day, and  the  preceding  days,  had  been  wasted,  but  that, 
from  the  'veiy  moment  the  accused  had  been  placed  at 
the  bar,  nothing  legal  or  parliamentary,  connected  with 
this  pase  of  contempt,  had  taken  place,  nor,  to  Mr.  B's 
anderstanding,  any  thing  that  the  House  ought  to  have 
done  in  the  case.  Upon  no  other  ground  had  he  himself 
voted  as  he  had  done  upon  repeated  occasions,  and  up- 
on the  propositions  of  counsel;  and  upon  no  other  ground 
would  he  have  asked,  or,  as  a  member  of  the  House, 
could  he  have  asked,  a  number  of  the  interrogatories  he 
had  propounded.  He  would  candidly  admit  his  own  in- 
terrogatories  to  be  irregular,  so  far  as  the  abstract  case 
was  concerned;  but  then,  he  contended,  they  stood  upon 
the  same  ground  of  propriety,  justice,  and  equal  rights, 
as  others  that  had  been  propounded  by  counsel.  There 
wa^,  however,  ho  need  for  further  recrimination.  He 
would  only  advert  to  what  had  been  said  at  the  very  out- 
set of  this  question,  not  only  by  himself,  but,  upon  a 
subsequent  occasion,  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Chambers,]  that  this  proceeding  was  not  the  trial 
of  Mr.  Whitney  for  contempt  or  alleged  contempt.  Mr. 
B.  remembered,  also,  and  it  m<ght  not  be  improper  then 
to  refer  to  it,  that  the  very  first  day  when  the  propo- 
sition came  up,  he  appealed,  in  terms  as  strong  as  he 
could,  to  the  sound  judgnnenty'the  sound  and  practical 
experience,  of  that  House,  to  terminate  this  question  im* 
cnediately*  by  the  only  ordinary  and  established  mode  of 
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proceeding  recognised  both  by  that  Hoase  and  by  the 
British  Parliament;  and  that  was  simply  to  ask  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, upon  oath,  whether  he  had  refused  to  obey  the 
summons  from  the  select  committee  either  from  appre- 
hensions of  personal  outrage,  or  through  personal  fear. 

Mr.  B.  had  furthermore  stated  that,  if  Mr.  Whitney 
would  answer  in  the  affirmative,  there  was  an  end  of  the 
question;  for  it  was  not  for  the  House  to  inquire  whether 
the  grounds  of  his  fears  were  small  or  weighty;  or  wheth« 
er  the  conduct  of  the  gentlemen  referred  to  had  betfn 
outrageous,  and  such  as  to  cause  any  man  to  fear,  not 
only  personal  violence,  but  personsi  outrage.  His  an- 
swer in  the  affirmative,  and  the  case  was  at  an  end. 
They  (the  House)  were  bound  to  discharge  him  from 
the  contempt;  and  it  was  within  his  own  breast,  and  not 
for  them  to  inquire,  whether  the  outrage  was  a  gross  or 
a  trivial  one.  Mr.  B.  had  stated,  moreover,  what  ought 
to  have  been  done,  viz:  that,  if  the  accused  did  answer 
in  the  affirmative,  that  must  be  decisive;  or,  if  they 
wanted  his  testimony  before  the  select  committee,  it  wag 
their  bounden  duty  to  protect  the  witness;  and  Mr.  B. 
did  not  consider  this  would  have  implicated  the  charac- 
ter of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  or  any  other  gentle- 
man. Had  the  accused  any  apprehensions?  If  so,  let 
him  state  them,  and  there  was  an  end  to  the  inquiry,  and 
all  that  had  taken  place  was  Out  of  the  inquiry. 

But  the  question  had  taken  an  extraordinary  co|^rse— 
a  course  implicating  two  honorable  gentlemen,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  and  members  of  that  Hoase.  The 
consequence  of  this  singular  and  snomalous  course  of 
proceeding  hsd  been  to  bring  those  gentlemen  before 
the  House  and  the  country,  while  Mr.  Whitney  had  been 
lost  sightof— notoriously  80;  and,  moreover,  while  learn- 
ed gentlemen  had  been  permitted  to  defend  Mr.  Whitney 
with  their  own  interrogatories,  in  the  face  of  that  House 
and  the  country,  they  had  themselves  carefully  and  pos- 
itively disproved  the  alleged  ground  of  the  disobedience 
of  this  witness.  Thegentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Faie- 
PiXLD,!  the  first  witness  called  on  the  stand,  who  had  an- 
swered with  candor,  and  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  belief  on  the  subject,  expressly  stated,  in  his  answer 
on  his  first  examination,  that  Mr.  Whitney  admitted  to 
him  that  he  had  no  fear  of  Mr.  Peyton,  although  he  ek- 
pected  he  had  arms  in  his  bosom,  and  that  he  stood 
erect,- cool,  and  collected;  that  he  did  not  fear  Mr.  Pey- 
ton's threatening,  though  that  gentleman  had  his  hand 
in  his  bosom,  because  he  (Whitney)  intended  to  spring 
forwsrd,  and  with  his  own  ^arm  have  thrown  him  into 
the  fire. 

But  it  wss  alleged  that  the  witness  founded  his  new 
ideas  of  fear  from  what  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had 
said.  Why,  the  learned  gentlemen  themselves  bad  proved 
this  to  be  an  unfounded  assertion.  Here  was  Mr.  Pey- 
ton within  four  or  six  feet  of  Mr.  Whitney,  threatening 
him  with  personal  violence  at  the  time,  and  having  arms 
in  his  bosom,  which  he  could  instantly  have  drawn  upon 
him;  yet  there  he  stood—erect,  cool,  collected,  undaunt- 
ed— and  they  had  been  particular  in  proving  Mr.  Whit- 
ney to  be  a  man  of  courage;  and  Mr.  B.  would  put  it  to 
the  gentlemsn  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Book]  whether  it  was 
not  clearly  part  of  the  business  and  duty,  or  what  he 
conceived  to  be  the  duty,  of  counsel,  af^er  that,  to  dis- 
prove the  ground  upon  which  was  based  the  alleged  ex- 
cuse for  disobedience  to  the  summons.  They  had  coma 
before  that  House,  and  asked  it  to  undergo  ceremonies, 
Mr.  B.  ought  not,  perhaps,  to  say  of  additional  contemt^t 
to  the  known  authority  of  this  House,  to  hear  witnesses 
interrogated;  and,  after  all  they  have  proved,  they  com- 
mitted a  contempt  within  the  authority  stated  in  the  pa- 
per; fur  their  client  has  no  fears^ 

Now,  let  him  ask,  what  would  all  this  result  in?  What 
would  it  be  made  to  result  In?'  Implications  upon  hon- 
orable members  df  that  body.  The  journals  of  the  coun- 
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try  bad  been  already  polluted  with  the  statements  that 
had  gone  forth;  and  there  was  not  an  honorable  member 
of  that  House  but  was  willing  to  bury  it  all  in  oblivion, 
and  that  it  should  have  been  withheld  from  the  public 
journals  of  the  country.  The  only  consequence  had 
been  to  arraign  his  friend  from  Virginia,  and  his  col- 
league, and  to  spread  upon  the  journals  language  offen- 
sive to  all  persons. 

It  was  upon  these  grounds  that  Mr.  B.  wished  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  to  understand  that  he,  (Mr. 
Bell,)  as  an  individual,  had  felt  himself  authorized  to 
propound  the  numerous  interrogatories  he  had  done. 
He  affirmed  that  they  were  at  least  as  pertinent  as  other 
interrogatories  put  by  learned  counsel,  and  as  important 
in  their  character;  arranged,  as  theirs  had  obviously 
been,  to  arraign  those  two  gentlemen  before  the  country. 

Mr.  B.  ai)Led,  were  gentlemen  willing  to  withhold 
their  aid  and  assistance  to  b^ve  this  matter  fully  ferreted 
out?  If  the  proceeding  was  irregular,  was  not  the  pre- 
sumption irresistible  that  the  motive  was  irregular?  The 
inquiry  he  was  seeking  would  at  least  bring  out  gentle- 
men  to  say  what  other  motive  could  have  existed.  The 
single  and  only  question  was,  had  Mr.  Whitney  been 
guilty  or  not  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  that  House,  upon 
iUe  ground  that  he  feared  personal  ill  usage  or  outrage. 
Whether  his  grounds  were  just  or  not,  was  of  no  conse- 
quence with  the  House;  because,  if  he  answered  in  the 
afHrmative,  there,  was  an  end  of  the  case.  If,  however, 
they  wanted  his  testimony,  they  must  protect  him  by  the 
Sergeant-at-arms,  or  by  the  messengers. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  B.  felt,  he  said,  that  the  course  he 
had  himself  taken  was  not  altogether  what,  as  a  judge, 
it  ought  to  have  been;  but  he  rested  his  excuse  on  the 
ground  of  the  extraordinary  course  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding. He  confessed  he  had  not  considered  himself 
in  the  iigbt  of  a  judge,  but  free  to  act  in  vindicating  the 
character  of  gentlemen  on  that  floor  who  had  been  indi- 
rectly attacked  and  implicated  iiva  manner  the  most  ex- 
traordinary and  unprecedented.  He  trusted,  upon  these 
.  grounds,  at  all  events,  for  a  few  hours  longer,  that  he 
should  be  permitted  to  go  on  with  this  investigation  in 
the  manner  he  proposed,  and  that  the  gentleman  from 
Indians,  in  exercising  his  own  feelings,  would  not,  how- 
ever, insist  upon  his  objection. 

On  taking  the  question  on  this  interrogatory,. the  yeas 
were  37,  the  nays  49.  There  being  no  quorum, 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  VANOERPOEL  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
giving  as  his  reason  for  doing  so,  tliat  the  call  of  the  roll 
would  answer  the  purpose  of  a  call  of  the  House  in  pro- 
ducing a  quorum;  but  the  House  refused  to  order  them^ 
and,  by  tellers,^a  majority  of  those  present  ordered  a 
.  call  of  the  Houses-being  yeas  50,  nays  33. 

The  roll  having  been  called  through,  and  the  abseo^ 
tees  twice  called,  and  118  members  only  having  answer- 
ed to  their  names,  still  no  quorum — 

Mr.  HIESTER  moved  to  dispense  with  all  further 
proceedings  in ^the  call.  Lost. 

At  different  stages,  the  same  motion  was  renewed  by 
Messrs.  HARDIN  and  BR1G6S,  with  the  same  result; 
when,  after  being  occupied  nearly  two  hours,  the  fur- 
ther proceedings  were  dispensed  with,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
BELL;  and,  on  the  doors  being  opened,  a  quorum  ap- 
peared. 

The  question,  on  putting  the  above  interrogatory, 
was  then  taken  by  tellers,  and  decided  in  the  negative: 
Yeas  72,  nays  73. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  interrogatory  be 
not  put  to  the  witness. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Have  you  had  any  conversa- 

•  tion  with  the  President  upon  the  subject  of  the  course 

of  Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton  as  members  of  Congress, 

during  the  past  and  present  session  of  Congress;  or  have 


^ou  been  present,  at  any  time,  when  be  expressed  any 
opinion  in  relation  to  it?  and,  if  so,  did  you  hear  him 
state  that  they  ought  to  be  **Hou6tonized;"  meaning, 
thereby,  that  they  ought  to  be  chastised  in  the  streets, 
or  express  himself  to  that  effect?  and,  if  yes,  did  you 
hear  him  thus  express  himself  in  speaking  of  their  course 
or  conduct  towards  Mr.  Whitney? 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  that  was  certainly  a 
most  extraordinary  inquiry,  and  he  must  object  to  it. 
He  would  not,  however,  consume  tbe  time  of  the  House 
by  showing  its  impropriety,  since  he  believed  it  must  be 
perfectly  obvious  to  every  one. 

Mr.  BELL  begged  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  a 
few  moments,  to  give  the  reasons  why  he  had  thought 
proper  to  propound  such  an  interrogatory. 

He  would  state,  in  the  first  place,  that  he  would  not 
have  done  so  had  he  not  considered  it  material,  under 
the  course  of  examination  pursued  on  the  trial  of  Mr. 
Whitney  to  wards  his  (Mr.  B's)  colleague,  [Mr.  Peitob*,] 
and  towards  his  honorable  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Wise.]  The  House  well  knew  that  those  gentlemen 
had  been,  in  fact,  the  parties  against  whom  charges  had 
been  brought.  It  had  been  alleged  that  their  conduct 
had  been  exceptionable,  on  the  ground  that  they  carried 
firearms  about  their  persons;  and  Mr.  B.  had  propound- 
ed this  interrogatory  to  show  that  there  existed  extraor- 
dinary grounds  for  their  doing  so;  that  there  were  ex- 
traordinary reasons  for  their  wearing  arms  about  their 
persons  constantly,  every  day,  in  coming  to  and  going 
from  that  House,  in  coming  to  and  going  from  their 
committees;  and  that  they  could  not  conceive  they  could 
safely  walk  the  streets,  injustice  to  themselves  and  their 
families,  without  bearing  arms  upon  their  persons.  They 
had  had  the  evidence  of  this  course  of  denunciation  for 
some  time  past,  and  this  interrogatory  was  propounded 
with  the  expectation,  that  either  from  the  gentleman 
then  under  examination,  or  from  some  other  honorable 
member  of  that  House,  and,  perhaps,  from  other  wit- 
nesses, this  fact  could  be  proven. 

The  interrogatory  proposed  to  inquire  whether  tlie 
President,  upon  more  than  one  occasion,  had  not  said, 
in  relation  to  those  gentlemen,  members  of  the  House, 
that  tht  y  should  be,  or  ought  to  be,  chastised  in  the 
public  streets  for  their  conduct  towards  Mr.  Whitney; 
and  that  he  particularly  used  tbe  word  •*  Houstonized,'' 
as  expressed  in  that  interrogatory.  Now,  if  that  be  true, 
if  it  be  true  that  the  executive  head  of  these  United 
States  was  in  the  habit  of  denouncing  members  of  that 
House  in  such  terms,  and  pending  the  transactions  which 
have  been  the  foundation  of  the  present  proceedings, 
was  it  not  important  to  these  gentlemen,  as  a  justification 
of  their  course  on  that  occasion,  and  on  any  other  occa- 
sion, that  they  should  bear  firearms  about  their  persons? 
Besides,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  was  Gen- 
eral Jackson  who  made  this  declaration,  if  what  is  al- 
leged be  true.  It  was  not  a  private  individual,  but  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  dispenstr  of  all  the 
patronage  of  the  Government,  who  had-more  influence, 
more  power,  than  belonged  to  most  crowned  heads. 
Mr.  B.  appealed  to  members  whether  that  was  not  a  ma- 
terial inquiry  in  reference  to  the  transaction  in  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  alleged  ground  of  defence  of  the  gentle- 
men from  Virginia  and  Tennessee  in  carrying  firearms. 
Mr.  n.  concluded  by  calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  54,  nays  100,  as 
follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Bell,  Bond,  Buchanan, 
Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell, 
Carter,  George  Chambers,  John  Chamberfi,  Childs,  Na- 
thaniel H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Curwin,  Crane,  Cushirg, 
Darlington,  Deberry,  Elmore^  Forester,  Granger,  Gren- 
nell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hailan,  Harper,.  Ha- 
zeltine,  Herod,  Hoar,  Howell,  Hunt,  IngersoH,  Janef, 
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Lewis,  Samson  Mason,  McCarty,  McKennan,  Mercer» 
Phillfps,  Pickens,  Reed,  Rencber,  Rusiell*  Spang^ler, 
Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Waddy  Thompson,  Vinton, 
White,  Sherrod  Williams,  Yell— 54. 

Nats — Messrs.  H.  Allen,  Ash,  Bailey,  Beale,  Bean, 
Beaumont,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
BriggA,  Brown,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambrelengf,  Casey, 
Chapman,  Chapin,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Crai|^,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cushman,  Uawson,  Double- 
day,  Drom^ole,  Dunlap,  Gfner,  Farlin,  Fowler,  Frencbi 
Fry,  Fuller,  Galbraith',  Grantland,  Joseph  Hall,  Albert 
G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Holt,  Hub- 
ley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  William  Jackson, 
Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones, 
Benjamin  Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  I^ee, 
Leonard,  t''>g&n,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann, 
Job  Mann,  William  Mason,  May,  McKay,  McKeon, 
McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlen- 
berg, Page,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Joseph  Rey- 
nolds, Richardson,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shields,  Shinn, 
Sickles,  Smith,  Sprague,  Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Tur- 
rill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell— 100. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  interrogatory  be 
not  propounded  to  the  witness. 

Question  by  Mr.  BRLL.  Was  not  the  accompanying 
interrog^fttory  and  others,  embracing  every  material 
point  in  the  character  of  Mr.  Whitney,  propounded,  in 
the  select  committee  of  which  the  honorable  Mr.  Gar- 
land, of  Vipginia,  is  chairman,  to  the  honorable  Levi 
Woodbury,  and  Richard  8.  Coxe,  Esq.,  and  William  D. 
Lewis,  and  others,  overruled  by  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee } 

«•  32.  Do  you  know  R.  M.  Whitney's  general  charac- 
ter? If  yea,  what  is  his  character  as  an  honest,  trust- 
worthy man^  Would  you,  from  his  general  character, 
believe  him  on  his  oath,  or  trust  him,  when  he  was  sub- 
ject to  great  pecuniary  temptation  to  err? 

**  This  question  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Gillet,  and  re- 
jected .♦» 

Mr.  BOON  objected  to  this  interrogatory {  and,  whilst 
up,  he  would  take  occasion  to  say  that  he  would  object 
to  all  questions  of  this  kind.'  He  would  say,  however,  to 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  that  his  objection  was 
not  out  of  any  disrespect  to  him  or  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia;  for  towards  either  of  those  gentlemen  he 
entertained  no  other  feelings  than  those  of  the  highest 
respect.  But  from  a  solemn  and  high  duty  to  his  con- 
stituents, and  from  the  many  important  questions  now 
berore  the  House— not  oply  important  to  the  people  of 
the  West,  but  Important  to  the  whole  nation— he  felt  im- 
pelled to  interpose,  to  endeavor  to  arrest  this  wide 
range  of  inquiry,  and  confine  it  within  proper  limits.  If 
this  question  was  suffered  to  be  put,  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  must  be  permitted  to  put  similar  interrogato- 
ries; and  there,  won  Id  be  no  end  to  the  investigation. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  House  would  decide 
against  all  questions  of  this  description. 

Mr.  BELL  observed  that  the  counsel  for  the  accused 
had  introduced  testimony  paying  tribute  to  the  high 
character  of  Whitney,  to  which  no  objection  had  been 
interposed  I  therefore,  they  desired  to  have  the  opportu- 
nity of  bringing  in  testimony  the  reverse  of  this.  He 
would  say  no  more,  but  leave  the  matter  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  House,  hoping  they  would  see  the  impor- 
tance of  allowing  this  question  to  be  put,  to  come  to  a 
correct  conclusion. 

The  €||iestion  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  decided  that 
tlie  interrogatory  should  not  be  put. 

The  witness,  Mr.  Faibfibld,  was  then  discharged 
from  the  stand. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  wished  to  propound  an  inquiry  or 
two  to  the  clerk  of  the  select  committee.  [He  did  not 
appear.] 


Mr.  LANE  asked  leave  to  submit  a  resolution. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  said  he  wished  to  call  up  another 
witness,  who  had  been  summoned  by  the  committee  of 
examination.  [Vlr.  Hamilton,  the  clerk  of  the  select 
committee  of  which  Mr.  Garland  was  chairman.] 

Mr.  LANE,  there  being  no  question  before  the  House, 
then  submitted  his  resolution,  as  follows: 

Resolved^  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  prosecute  further 
the  .alleged  contempt  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney  against 
the  authority  of  this  House,  and  that  said  WhKney  be 
now  discharged  from  custody. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  wished  to  know  whether  the  investi- 
gation on  the  part  of  the  committee  could  be  stopped  in 
this  way. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  that  was  a  question  for  the 
House,  not  the  Chair,  to  determine.  The  witness  was 
off  the  stand,  and  the  same  question  arose  the  other  day. 

Mr.  LANE  then  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  the  only  speech 
I  have  to  make  on  this  resolution  is  to  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  can  a  gentleman  take 
the  floor,  present  a  resolution,  and  call  for  the  previous 
question,  without  the  power  of  the  House  to  amend  it? 

The  CHAIR.     Certainly. 

Mr.  STORER.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  point  of  order  I  in- 
quire about  is  this:  whether  it  is  competent  for  any 
member  of  this  House,  while  this  House  is  grganized  aa 
a  judicial  tribunal,  to  cut  off,  by  this  guillotine  sort  of 
process,  the  right  of  the  accused  to  be  heard  by  hia 
counsel. 

The  CHAIR.  That  is  a  matter  for  the  consideration 
of  this  House.  The  House  may  vote  according  to  ita 
discretion  or  according  to  its  judgment. 

Mr.  Jones  (of  counsel  for  the  accused.)  Cannot  this 
proposition  be  amended,  sir? 

The  CHAIR.  No  proposition  can  be  amended  after 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WISE.     Is  there  not  a  witness  on  the  stand? 

The  CHAIR.     There  is  not. 

Mr.  WISE.  Has  not  the  clerk  of  the  select  commit- 
tee been  summoned? 

The  CHAIR  has  issued  a  subpoena  for  him,  but  he 
was  not  called  on  the  stand. 

Mr.  WISE.  Have  there  not  been  questions  pro- 
pounded which  have  not  been  answered? 

Mr.  GHOLSON.  I  gave  thfi  clerk  seventeen  inter- 
rogatories, which  he  has  not  answered. 

The  CHAIR,  as  the  presiding  officer  of  the  House, 
knows  nothing  of  it. 

Tellers  having  been  appointed,  the  previous  question 
was  then  seconded  by  the  House:  Yeas 78,  nays  64;  and 
on  the  question,  "  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?" 

Mr.  CRAIG  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  91,  nays  71,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Ash,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown^, 
Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chspman,  Chapin, 
Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cushman, 
Doubleday,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Farlin,  Fowler,  Fry,  Gal- 
braith,  Joseph  Halt,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson, 
Holt,  Howard,  Huntington,  Ingham,  William  Jack- 
son, Jsrvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Benjamin 
Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Laporte,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan, 
Loyall,  Lucas,  Abijah  Mann,  William  Mason,  May,  Mc- 
Keon, McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan, 
Owens,  Page,  Patterson,  Patton,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  John 
Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Rogers, 
Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Sutherland,  Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill, 
Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Thomas  T. 
Whittlesey,  Yell— 91. 
Nats— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Hemsn  Allen,  Bailey  , 
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Bell,  Bond,  Brigf^p,  Bunch,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  Chetwood,  Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne, 
Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson, 
Dcbcrry,  Denny,  Dromgoole,  Elmore,  Evans,  Forester, 
French,  Gholson,  Granger,  Grantland,  Griffin,  lliland 
Hall,  Hard,  Harlan,  Harper,  Albert  G.  Harriion,  Hazel- 
tine,  Hoar,  Howell,  Hunt,  Huntsman,  Ingeraoll,  Janes, 
John  W.  Jones,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis, 
Love,  Lyon,  McCarty,  McComas,  Millif^an,  Parker, 
Pearson,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Reed,  Rencher,  Russell, 
Shields,  Standerer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Thomas, 
Waddy  Thompson,  Vintnn,  Washington,  White,  Sher- 
rod  Williams,  Young— 71. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered^o  be  putt  and  on- 
the  main  question,  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion, 

Mr.  CHAPIN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  99,  nays  72,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Besle^  Bean, 
Beaumont,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Briggs,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  Bymim,  Cambreleng, 
Casey,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  Cra- 
mer, Crary,  Cushman,  Doableday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap, 
Efner,  Purlin,  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  Galbraith,  Haley, 
Joseph  Hall,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Holt,  How- 
ard, Huntington,  Ingham,  William  Jackson,  Jarvip, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Ben- 
jamin Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kiingensmith,  Line, 
Lansing,  Laporte,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua,  Lee,  Leonard, 
Logan,  Loyail,  Lucas,  Ahijah  Mann,  William  Mason, 
May,  McKay,  McKeon,  McRim,  McLene,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,  Owens,  Paf^e,  Patterson,  Patton,  Du- 
tee  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds, 
Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Toucey, 
Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwtll, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Yell— 99.  . 

Natb<— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey, 
Bell,  Bond,  Bunch,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell, 
Carter,  Cbetwood,  Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne, 
Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson, 
Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Forester,  Graham, 
Granger,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Albert  O.  Harrison,  Haseltine,  Herod,  Hoar,  Howell, 
Hunt,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Janes,  Jenifer,  Lawler, 
Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Love,  Lvon,  Maury,  Mc- 
Carty, McKennan,  Mercer,  MUligan,  Parker,  Pearson, 
Phillips,  Pickens,  Putts,  Reed,  Rencher,  Russellt 
Shields,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Thomas, 
Waddy  Thompson,  Vinton,  Washington,  White,  Lewis 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Young— 72. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted^  and  Mr.  Whitney  was 
thereupon  ordered  to  be  discharged  from  custody. 

Just  as  the  Chair  was  announcing  the  order  for  the 
discharge  of  the  accused, 

Mr.  PEYTON  interposed,  and  said,  before  the  accused 
was  dismissed,  he  wished  to  propound  a  question  to  him, 
and  that  he  be  detained  for  that  purpose.  [Cries  of  no! 
do!  from  all  parts  of  the  ball.] 

Mr.  PEYTON  thereupon  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion, 
saying,  «■  Then  gentlemen  wilt  have  ao  opportunity  of 
recording  their  no!  no!" 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nayS)  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  94, 
naya  68. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  WISE  was  called,  that  gentle- 
man rose  in  Kis  place,  and,  addressing  the  Chair,  said: 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  not  vote  until  I  ascertain  whether  I 
am  discharged  from  prosecution  or  not. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


TVSBOAT,  FSBBUABT  21. 

Mr.  PICKENS  moved  to  amend  the  joarnsl  so  as  to 
state  thereon  that  Mr.  Gholsoit,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  conduct 
the  examination  in  the  case  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney, 
stated,  before  the  vote  of  last  evening  to  discharge  Whit- 
ney,  that  he  had  propounded  fourteen  questions  to 
another  witness,  a-hich  were  in  the  progress  of  being 
answered.  I'his  statement,  Mr.  P.  aaid,  was  made  jusi 
aOer  Mr.  Lahx  handed  in  his  resolution  providing  for 
the  discharge  of  R.  M.  Whitney. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  had  not  been  usual  to  make 
such  entries  on  the  journal,  which  was  a  record  of  pro- 
ceedings simply,  and  not  at  ail  a  register  of  debates. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  PICKENS,  CUSH- 
ING, and  G.  LEE,  the  proposed  amendment  was  disa- 
greed to. 

RECOGNITION  OF  TEXAS. 

The  first  business  in  order  was  the  consideration  of 
the-  following  resolutions,  reported  on  Saturday  last, 
by  Mr.  Howard,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs: 

•'  JReaolved  'by  the  House  of  Repreaentativee  of  the 
Uniled  States,  That  the  independence  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Texas  ought  to  be  recognised. 

**  Resohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  directed  to  provide,  in  the  bill  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic eipenses  of  the  Government,  a  salary  and  outfit 
for  such  public  agent  as  the  President  may  determine  to 
send  to  Texas." 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  he  should  feel  that  it  would  not 
be  kind  or  courteous  to  the  other  committees  of  the 
House  for  him  to  press  the  consideration  of  these  reso- 
lutions at  the  present  time,  to  the  exclusion  of  reports 
from  all  the  other  committees  of  the  House,  when  they  had 
been  prevented  for  ten  days  or  two  weeks  from  making 
their  reports^  eapecially,  as  the  House  had  been  kind 
enough  to  permit  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  to 
introduce  this  report  at  an  unusuiil  hour.  He  was, 
therefore,  not  disposed  to  press  the  consideration  of  this 
report  to-day,  with  a  view  thstthe  other  committees 
might  have  leave  to  bring  in  their  reports.  He  would 
inquire,  however,  of  the  Chair,  if  \\e  moved  its  post- 
ponement to  1  hursday  next,  whether  it  would  then  come 
t»p  in  anticipation  of  all  other  reports. 

The  CHAIR  said,  if  the  report  was  postponed  to 
a  day  certain,  on  that  day  it  would  be  first  in  order, 
unless  there  should  be  an  unfinibhed  report  on  the 
Uble. 

Mr.  HOWARD  then  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  report  until  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  inquired  if  that 
motion  was  debatable. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  was,  but  the  debate  was 
confined  within  narrow  limits.  The  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion could  not  be  debated. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  had 
been  waiting  during  the  whole  of  (he  present  session  for 
an  opportunity  to  say  aomethingon  this  subject,  but  pre* 
cedence  had  been  given  toother  matters,  over  which  be 
considered  this  subject,  in  all  its  bearings,  as  the  nuwt  im- 
portant which  had  come  before  the  House  at  the  pres- 
ent aession.  He  presumed  that,  when  the  House  con- 
sidered that  thia  report  would  not  have  a  juat  participa- 
tion, considering  its  superior  importance,  with  the  oiher 
reports  of  the  House,  they  would  not  now  postpone  i^ 
and  give  it  the  go-by.  Now  that  they  had  it  b^ore  the 
House,  he  aaked  of  the  friends  of  Texas  toatand  by  it, 
and  yield  to  nothing.  He  was  reluctant  to  exclude  other 
reports,  but  he  regarded  this  matter  as  of  the  greatest 
importance,  and  could  not  consent  that  this  resolution 
should  be  postponed.   Th'is  report  had  come  in  at  a  very 
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late  period  of  the  session,  and  he  did  not  then  wish  to 
see  it  put  off  still  later,  when  discussion,  and  even  the 
consideration  of  it,  would  have  to  give  way  to  other 
matters. 

Mr.  HAMER  rose  to  inquire  whether  this  report 
could  not  be  passed  by  with  the  general  consent  of  the 
House,  so  that  it  would  come  up  the  first  thing  to-mor- 
row morninfT. 

The  CHAIR  said,  by  the  general  consent  of  the  House, 
this  might  be  done. 

Mr.  PICKRNS  called  upon  the  friends  of  Texas  not 
to  postpone  these  resolutions  for  a  single  day;  for  he  un> 
deratond,  if  the  motion  of  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs  prevailed,  that  if  there  was  an  un- 
finished  report  on  the  Speaker's  table  on  that  day,  it 
would  take  precedence  of  these  resolutionfi,  and  exclude 
their  consideration;  and  was  it  not  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose there  would  be  such  a  report  undisposed  of  at  this 
period  of  the  session?  A  motion  to  postpone  to  Thurs* 
day,  at  this  period  of  the  session,  was  an  indefinite  post- 
ponement-^certainiy  not  so  intended  by  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs;  but,  from 
the  position  of  the  business  of  the  House  at  the  present 
time,  such  must  inevitably  be  the  consequence.  If  they 
admitted  or  permitted  it  to  be  postponed,  even  if  it  did 
come  up  in  the  morning  hour,  when  the  hour  of  twelve 
o'clock  arrived  other  busineiis  nnight  be  called  up,  and 
of  bourse  this  report  would  be  excluded;  and  he 
would  suggest  the  propriety,  in  fact,  the  absolute 
duty,  of  every  gentleman  who  was  favorable  to  these 
resolutions  to  keep  them  in  their  present  situation.  He 
bad  no  objection  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the .  day, 
but  he  must  object  to  thia  subject  being  postponed. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio^  would  suffgest  the  pro- 
priety of  allowing  the  standing  committees  to  report,  and 
let  these  resolutions  retain  their  place  on  the  Speaker'a 
table  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HAMER  was  perfectly  willing  to  pasa  the  reso- 
lutions by  to-day,  if  they  would  come  up  on  to-morrow 
morning,  but  he  could  not  consent  to  a  postponement. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that,  if  this  report  was  passed 
by  with  the  general  consent  of  the  House,  it  would  be 
the  fir«t  report  in  order  on  to-morrow  morning;  and  if  it 
was  postponed  until  Thursday,  it  would  be  the  first  re- 
port in  order  on  that  dny,  unless  some  report  should  then 
be  under  discussion  and  undisposed  of. 

Hr.  HAMER  said,  for  that  very  reason,  he  could  not 
vote  for  a  postponement  of  this  report,  aa  in  all  human 
probability  some  report  would  come  up  between  this  and 
that  time. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  said,  aa  the  motion  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affaira  might  have  some  un- 
due influence,  he  wished  to  state  to  the  House  that  that 
motion  could  be  considered  in  no  other  light  than 
as  the  motion  of  an  individual  member  of  the  House.  He 
felt  authorized  to  atate  that  the  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs  did  not  concur  m  that  motion. 
While  up,  he  would  suggestto  the  friends  of  these  resolu- 
tions, considering  the  late  period  of  the  session,  and  the 
great  mass  of  busineas  undisposed  of,  the  propriety  of 
taking  a  silent  vote  upon  them,  without  entering  into 
a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  that  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs  bad  held  a  meeting  that  morning,  at  which  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Allah]  was  not  pres- 
ent, (and,  consequently,  he  was  not  apprized  of  the  fact,) 
and  that  this  topic  was  the  subject  olf  conversation  in  the 
comnyttee;  and  the  motion  he  had  submitted  to  the 
House  might  be  considered  as  expressive  of  the  feelings 
of  the  committee,  so  far  as  he  cuuld  present  them.  It 
Was  out  of  the  respect  that  committee  had  for  the  other 
eommittees,  and  of  allowing  them,  by  the  consent  of  the 
House,  to  bring  in  their  reports,  that  this  motion  was 


made.  If,  however,  this  report  could  be  passed  over  by 
the  general  consent  of  the  House,  so  that  the  committees 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  making  their  reports,  and 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  would  waive  his 
objections,  and  let  the  resolutions  lie  over  until  to-mor- 
Vow,  the  object  he  had  in  view  would  be  accomplished, 
and  he  would  be  perfectly  satisfied.  -- 

Mr.  HARD  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  order  to  move 
to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  table. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  would. 

Mr.  HARD  then  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  BOYD  called  foi  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  HARD  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table; 
and  « 

Mr.  1NGERSOLL  renewed  it;  whereupon, 

Mr.  BOYD  again  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  98,  nays  86. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  table  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  stated  that  he  had  vo- 
ted in  the  affirmative,  with  the  express  view  of  moving 
a  reconsideration  of  this  vote.  He  believed  the  major- 
ity of  that  House  were  the  friends  of  Texas,  and  of  the 
immediate  recognition  of  its  independence;  and,  under 
that  impression,  he  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolutions  had  been  laid  on  the  table. 

M^  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  this  was  a  question  of 
very  great  importance,  but  he  thought  it  premature, 
and  at  variance  with  the  settled  policy  of  this  iiovern- 
ment;  he  therefore  moved  to  lay  the  motion  \o  recon- 
sider on  the  table,  and,  on  that  motion,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  a  call  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  BOYD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  78,  nsys  108. 

So  the  House  refused  to  order  the  call;  and  the  ques- 
tion recurring  upon  the  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative: 
Yeas  106,  nays  90. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  requested  leave  of  the 
House  to  record  his  vote  in  the  negative  on  this  ques- 
tion. He  said  he  was  absent  from  the  House  when  the 
vote  was  taken,  having  to  attend  the  dufiesof  the  select 
committee  of  which  he  was  chairman.  The  request  of 
Mr.  G.  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  LEWIS  then  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  it  would  be 
in  order  to  make  a  motion  at  that  time  to  take  those  res- 
olutions from  the  table. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  would  not. 

Mr.  T«BWIS.     Would  it  at  any  time  to-day,  sir.^  * 

The  CHAIR.     It  would  not. 

Mr.  JLEWIS.     Would  it  to-morrtfw,  sir? 

Th/CHAIR.     It  would. 

Mr.  LEWIS  then  expressed  sn  earnest  hope  thst  the 
friends  of  the  independence  of  Texas  would  avail  them- 
selves of  the  first  opportunity  to  bring  those  resolutions 
sgain  before  the^House,  whenever  it  should  be  in  order 
to  do  so.  We  must  force  (said  Mr.  L.)  a  decision  of 
this  question  before  the  adjournment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

CASE  OF  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

Mr.  PEYTON  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to  sub- 
mit a  resolution  that  the  House  issue  a  subpoena,  S'gned 
by  the  Speaker,  to  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  requiring  him 
to  appear  before  the* committee  to  answer  certain  inter- 
rogatories »hich  he  sent  to  the  Chair.  [These  interrog- 
atories are  directed  to  the  fact  of  the  authorship  of  an 
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anonymous  letter  accompanying  Reuben  M.  Whitney 'i 
letter  to  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont, and  which  said  letter  Mr.  W.  referred  to  as  com* 
\ng  from  an  individual  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive.] 

Mr.  P.  said  that  the  committee,  by  a  majority  of  one, 
had  refused  to  summon  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  because 
they  doubted  their  power  to  do  so;  for  this  reason  he 
had  made  application  to  the  House. 

Objections  having  been  made,  Mr.  P.  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  and  ssked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  86,  nays  97. 

So  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 

Mr.  PEYTON  then  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
^o  enable  him  to  offer  a  resolution  that  a  subpoena  be  is- 
sued to  require  Reuben  M.  Whitney  to  appear  at  the  bar 
of  the  House  to  answer  the  said  interrogatories. 

Mr.  P.  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
dered, and  were:  Yeas  76,  nays  102. 

So  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 

N     NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENO,  the  House  resolv- 
ed ft  St' If  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  (Mr.  Pattoh  in  the  chair)  on  the  appropria- 
tion bills. 

The  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1837. 

The  pMiding  question  was  on  the  motion,  heretofore 
made  by  Mr.  Jarvis,  to  reduce  the  item  making  appro- 
priations for  pay  of  officers  and  seamen.    [In  reference 
to  the  exploring  expedition.] 
'  Mr.  JARVIS  withdrew  his  motion  to  amend. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  moved  to  amend  the  said 
item,  which  is  as  follows: 

"For  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant,  and  petty  offi- 
cers, and  of  seamen,  two  million  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  thbusand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars,"  by 
substituting  "fif>y"  for  "thirty,"  and  "six"  for  "eight." 
Agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C,  the  reading  of  the  bill  by  sec- 
tions was  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  the  following  items: 

For  repairing  the  ship-house  at  Philadelphia,  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  naval  asylum  at  Philadelphia,  five  hundred 
dollars. 

Both  which  amendments  were  agreed  to.     ^ 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  offered  an  amendment,  as  an-ad- 
ditional  section,  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury (n  distribute  the  residue  of  prize  money  deposited 
in  the  Treasury,  resulting  from  certain  captures  of  ves- 
sels m^de  by  John  Paul  Jones  in  the  revolutionary  war. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
inserting  the  names  of  Richard  Wall  and  other  claim- 
ants. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  PINCKNEY,  UN- 
DERWOOD, CAMBRELENG,- and  D.  J.  PEARCE, 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  withdrew  his  motion,  and  t4ie  amend- 
ment was  adopted. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  to  amend  the  eighth  line,  after 
the  word  "dollars,"  by  inserting  an  appropriation  of 
seventy-two  thousand  dollars,  to  enable  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  offer  a  bounty  for  the  enlistment  of 
seamen.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  offered  the  following,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  same: 

JInd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  select 
and  purchsse  a  site  for  a  navy  yard  and  depot  in  the 


port  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  to  erect  such 
buildings,  and  make  such  improvements  thereon,  as  he 
may  judge  necessary  for  the  accommodation  and  supply 
of  the  United  States  vessels  of  war  in  that  quarter,  and 
for  the  construction  and  repair  of  sloops  of  war  and 
smaller  vessels,  or  for  the  building  and  refitting  of  such 
vessels  in  that  port  in  any  other  manner,  as  he  may  think 
expedient;  and  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  ssme  Is  hereby,  appropriated  for 
such  purposes,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

And  he  itfitrther  enacted^  That  the  sum  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated 
for  the  construction  of  a  dry  dock  in  the  said  navy  yard, 
for  the  reception  and  repair  of  sloops  of  war  and  smaller 
vessels. 

And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  a 
clerk  of  the  works,  with  a  salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  an  assistant  clerk,  with  a  salary  of  twelve  hun- 
dred  dollars  per  annum,  whose  doty  it  shall  be  to  keep 
an  account  of  the  disbursements  for  materials  used  on 
the  works,  and  for  defraying  the  expense  of  labor  per- 
formed in  the  navy  yard,  and  that  the  same  be  paid  out 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG  opposed  this  amendment,  on  the 
ground  of  Its  incongruity  with  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  denied  the  existence  of  any  incon- 
gruity between  them.  It  was  true  that  a  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  navy  yard  at  Charleston  had  been  reported  by  the 
Naval  Committee,  but  his  amendment  was  by  no  means 
identical  with  It.  The  bill  alluded  to  consisted  of  only 
one  section;  his  amendment  embraced  several.  But, 
even  if  they  were  identical,  he  insisted  that  he  had  a 
right  to  offer  the  bill  reported  by  the  Naval  Committee 
as  an  amendment  to  the  bill  now  under  consideration  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  There  was  no  rule  that  for- 
bade it.  The  only  case  in  which  an  amendment  could 
be  properly  refused  was  where  there  was  a  palpable 
want  of^  analogy  between  the  amendment  offered  and 
the  general  subject-matter  of  the  original  bill.  But 
there  was  no  such  want  of  analogy  here.  The  bill  be- 
fore the  committee  contained  various  clauses  in  relation 
to  navy  yards;  his  amendment  referred  to  an  object  of 
the  same  description;  and  it  could  certainly  nr.ake  no 
difference  whether  one  part  of  the  bill  provided  for  the 
repair  of  an  old  navy  yard,  and  another  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  onel  He  hoped  that  the  important  measure 
he  had  proposed  would  not  be  defeated  on  technical 
grounds.  His  constituents  were  deeply  interested  in  it, 
and  he  trusted  it  would  be  met  upon  its  merits,  and  not 
given  the  go-by  upon  a  mere  point  of  order. 

The  CHAIR  [Mr.  Pattow]  decided  that  the  amend- 
ment was  in  order. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  had  no  doubt  that  a  navy  yard 
ought  to  be  established  at  some  point  between  Cape 
Hatteras  and  Cape  Florida.  It  was  due  to  our  com- 
merce and  the  interests  and  involved.  There  ought  to 
be  a  naval  poaition  at  some  convenient  post  between  all 
our  principal  cf  pes,  by  way  of  defence  of  the  coast  as 
well  as  protection  to  our  commerce.  He  would  not 
now  draw  a  contrast  between  Brunswick  and  Charles-  - 
ton;  but  he  would  say  that  one  of  the  first  indiicements 
to  the  establishment  of  a  navy  yard  was  a  commercial 
point,  capable  of  furnishing  a  oommeFcial  marine^  me- 
chanics, supplies,  and  convenient  intercourse  with  the 
interior  of  the  country;  and,  in  these  points  of  view, 
Charleston  had  many  advantages.  The  ship  channel 
was  from  nineteen  to  twenty-one  feet,  sufficient  for  ves- 
sels of  war  of  the  class  under  frigates,  snd,  with  a  little 
care,  for  frigates  too.  But  he  (Mr.  P.)  desired  merely 
to  say  to  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Phtckitet,]  that  he  was 
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decidedly  of  o|iinion  that  his  amendment  was  not  strictly 
in  order  on  such  a  bill.  He  understood  that  the  bill 
now  before  the  committee  was  for  the  naval  service  for 
the  year  1837{  that  it  was  to  appropriate  money  for 
those  objecto  already  established  and  created  by  taw{ 
that  the  present  amenijment  provided  for  a  distinct  and 
entirely  new  object;  and  the  debate  now  shows  its  im- 
propriety, by  calling  into  discussion  the  different  merits 
of  Brunswick  and  Charleston,  and  conflicting  with  the 
original  object  of  the  bill— to  provide  for  those  objects 
already  agreed  upon  and  established  by  law.  When- 
ever a  proposition  to  establish  a  navy  yard  at  Charleston 

-  was  brought  forward  by  his  colleague,  at  the  proper 
time,  and  in  the  proper  way,  he  (Mr.  P.)  would  cheer- 
fully give  it  all  the  aid  he  could.  But  he  (Mr.  P.)  de- 
sired a  remark  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
McKsoK.]  Thut  gentleman  had  declared  that  he  would 
vote  for  the  proposition,  because  it  gave  hi'.n  an  oppor- 
tunity of  showing  his  liberality  to  the  South;  that  he 
Would  vote  for  it,  because  it  was  giving  some  of  the  mo- 
ney to  South  Carolina,  &c.  He  (Mr.  P.)  begged  leave 
to  say  that,  if  the  gentleman's  remarks  were  intended  as 
a  preamble  to  the  proposed  amendment,  he  would  move 
to  strike  it  out.  As  a  Representative  from  the  State, 
he  repelled  the  idea  with  scorn,  that  she  was  to  come 
here  and  ask  favors  from  this  Government)  and  that  she 
vras  to  be  brought  up  and  kindly  offered  a  division  of 
the  spoils,  because  she  was  in  the  Southern  section  of 
this  Union.  He  would  disdain  to  receive  this  appro- 
priation upon  any  such  pitiful  considerations.  He  de- 
sired it  to  stand  on  its  own  independent  merits.  If 
Charleston  was  a  proper  place  for  a  navy  yard,  (and  he 
believed  it  was,)  let  one  be  created  there;  not  because 
it  was  in  the  South,  but  because  it  is  the  duty  of  the 

^  Government  to  make  it.  Whether  in  the  North  or 
South,  let  appropriations  be  made  because  they  were 
right  and  proper,  not  because  the  spoils  must  be  given 
to  this  or  that  section  as  favors.  He  would  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  the  bill  embraced 
different  objects,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  about 
$6,5(X),000.     It  was  a  very  large  appropriation. 

Mr.  PINCKNEV  said,  if  it  was  the  general  sense  of 
the  committee  that  the  proposition  was  inadmissible  in 
its  present  form,  he  would  withdraw  it,  however  un- 
willing be  might  be  to  lose  the  only  opportunity  this 
session  would  afford  of  obtaining  the  action  of  the  House 
upon  it.  But,  until  such  opinion  wss  expressed,  he 
would  claim  his  right.  The  Chair  had  decided  in  his 
favor,  and  he  insisted,  therefore,  that  he  was  in  order, 
unless  that  decision  should  be  reversed  by  the  commit- 
tee. He  was  gWd  to  hear  that  his  coUeagii^was  favor- 
able  to  the  measure;  but,  if  so,  he  could  not  understand 
why  his  colleague  was  opposed  to  a  decision  which 
gave  it  the  only  chance  of  being  acted  on  that  could  oc- 
cur this  session.  He  killed  it  with  the  very  breath  with 
which  be  declared  his  approbation  of  it.  Mr.  P.  said 
he  had  not  heard  his  colleague  distinctly,  in  all  that  he 
spoke,  but  he  had  understood  him  to  say  that  he  could 
not  consent  that  the  people  of  Charleston  should  be 
bought  up  linder  the  corrupting  influence  of  the  spoils 
system.  Mr.  P.  said  that  his  constituents  were  incapa- 
ble of  being  bought  up  by  any  Government,- or  by  any 
means.  His  colleague  did  not  know  them,  or  be  would 
have  known  that  they  were  as  high-minded  and  disinter- 
ested, in  all  their  principles  and  actions,  as  the  people 
of  any  other  community  in  South  Carolina  or  the  Union. 
They  had  petitioned  for  a  navy  yard,  and  had  shown  the 
peculiar  advantages  of  Charleston  fur  a  work  of  that  de- 
scription. They  had  a  right  to  do  so.  It  implied  no 
meanness  or  subserviency  on  their  part.  They  called 
upon  the  Government  to  do  what  they  believed  to  be  of 
essential  importance  to  the  Government  itself.  But, 
whether  the  Govern  men  t.complied  w'.th  their  request 


or  not,  the  people  of  Charleston  would  always  act  up- 
rightly artd  independently  in  politics.  ,  They  would  al- 
ways oppose  or  support  a  measure,  according  to  their 
honest  convictions  of  its  intrinsic  character.  They  were 
not  factious.  They  would  not  oppose  every  thing, 
right  or  Wrong,  merely  for  the  gratification  of  personal 
or  political  hostility  to  a  particular  individual. 

Mr.  ELMORE  sUted  that  Mr.  P.  had  misunderstood 
his  colleague,  [Mr.  Pickehs.]  That  gentleman  had  cer- 
tainly not  intended  to  cast  any  reflection  on  the  people 
of  Charleston.  Mr.  E.  understood  him  to  say  that  the 
people  would  not  ask  favors  of  the  Government,  but 
that  they  demanded  the  establishment  of  a  navy  yard  as 
a  matter  of  right.  What  he  [Mr.  Pickers]  had  said  in 
relation  to  the  **  spoils  system"  was  in  allusion  to  a  re- 
mark that  had  fallen  from  the  honorable  member  from 
New  York. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  was  glad  to  be  Corrected,  if  he  had 
miaapprehended  his  colleague.  He  hoped  the  subject 
would  be  acte4  on.  All  that  he  asked  was  definitive  ac- 
tion. This  matter  had  been  before  the  House  two  ses- 
sions already.  He  hoped  it  would  now  be  finally  adopt- 
ed or  rejected.  His  constituents  had  petitioned  for  it 
year  after  year,  and  they  had  a  right  to  know  whether 
the  work  would  be  constructed  or  not.  It  was  recom- 
mended by  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Mr.  Wood- 
bury. It  was  recommended  by  the  present  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  Mr.  Dickerson.  It  Is  recommended  by 
many  of  our  most  experienced  and  skilful  naval  officers. 
It  has  been  twice  favorably  reported  on  by  the  Naval 
Committee  of  this  House.  It  comes,  therefore,  recom- 
mended lb  the  favorable  action  of  the  House  by  every 
species  of  sanction  that  can  be  required  for  correct  and 
judicious  legislation  in  reference  to  a  matter  of  this  de- 
scription. He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  amendment 
would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  HAYNES  appealed  to  Mr.  P.  to  withdraw  the 
amendment.-.  The  commissioners  appointed  at  the  last 
session  had  reported  in  favor  of  Brunswick,  and  he 
thought  it  possessed  superior  claims. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  denied  the  superiority  of  Brunswick. 
It  might  hsve  one  or  two 'feet  more  of  water  than  the 
Charleston  bar,  but  it  had  not  sufficient  for  the  admis- 
sion of  a  frigate.  Charleston  had  ample  depth  for  sloops 
and  schooners,  and  Brunswick  could  admit  none  other. 
In  every  other  respect,  Charleston  possessed  advantages 
and  facilities,  as  a  naval  station,  which  no  other  place 
south  of  the  Chesipeake  could  pretend  to  exhibit  to 
the  same  extent 

Mr.  DAWSON  moved  to  fttrike  out  ••Charleston," 
wherever  it  occurred  in  the  amendment  and  insert 
•*  Brunswick,  in  the  State  of  Georgia./'  He  contended, 
with  Mr.  Hatnbs,  for  the  superior  advantages  of  the 
latter  place.  He  spoke  of  the  great  depth  of  water  at 
its  bar — of  its  healthiness  and  salubrity — of  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  the  timtter  in  its  immediate  vie  nity.  Ife 
called  for  the  reading  of  the  report  by  the  commissioners. 
He  asked  only  for  justice  to  the  State  he  represented. 
He  had  no  objection  to  a  navy  yard  at  Charleston,  but  the 
claims  of  Brunswick  must  not  be  overlooked.  Me  hoped 
that  Mr.  P.  wotild  not  press  his  amendment,  but  allow 
him  to  substitute  Brunswick  in  the  place  of  Charleston. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  said  he  was  extremely  unwilling  to 
detain  the  committee  at  that' late  hour  of  the  day,  but  it 
was  not  his  fault  that  he  was  obliged  to  trespass  on  their 
patience.  He  had  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  origi- 
nal bill.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  endeavors  to 
destroy  it  by  another.  Surely,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  if  either  of 
us  has  a  right  to  appeal  to  !he  other  to  witluraw  his 
•proposition,  I  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  gentleman — 
not  he  to  me.  Let  him  withdraw  his  substitute,  and 
let  both  propositions  be  considered  separately  and  in- 
dependently of  each  other;  and  I  pledge  myself  that,  if  1 
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shtll  be  satisfied  of  the  claims  of  Brunswick,  I  will  cheer- 
fully support  them.  But,  as  the  matter  now  stands, 
this  collision  between  the  two  places  will  only  be  fatal 
to  both.  The  gentleman  may  defeat  Charleston,  but  he 
cannot  carry  Brtinswick. 

As  to  the  report  to  much  relied  on,  Mr.  P.  said  he 
had  nerer  read  it.  Admitting  all  that  was  claimed  for 
tt,  it  only  proved  that  there  was  a  conflict  of  authority 
as  regfsrded  the  twa  places.  VJ^Brunswick  was  recom- 
mended by  certain  officers,  Charleston  was  warmly  rec- 
ommended by  others,  equally  experienced  and  skilful. 
He  need  only  mention  their  names.  Captains  Kearney 
and  Elliott,  and  every  gentleman  would  recognise  them 
at  once  as  eminently  qualified  to  express  an  opinion  on 
the  point  at  issue.  Both  of  those  officers,  at  different 
periods,  had  examined  Charleston  harbor,  and  other 
places  in  the  South,  and  had  made  elaborate  reports, 
earnestly  recommending  the  selection  of  Charleston  as 
a  naval  station.  Their  authority  was  certainly  equal  to 
any  that  had  been  produced  in  favor  of  Brunswick.  ]t 
was  a  remarkable  fact,  considering  the  very  confident 
tone  in  which  the  gentleman  speaks  of  building  frigates 
and  ships  of  the  line  at  Brunswick,  that  a  sloop  of  war, 
the  Porpoise,  had  been  stranded  on  Brunswick  bsr,  only 
a  few  months  before  the  commissioners  had  made  their 
report,  and  would  have  certainly  been  destroyed  but  for 
the  timely  assistance  of  the  steamboat  Dolphin.  Why  did 
not  the  commissioners  imbody  that  fact  in  their  report? 
It  shows  either  that  their  report  is  wretchedly  inaccurate, 
as  respects  the  depth  of  water,  or  that  the  navigation 
IS  peculiarly  perilous;  in  either  of  which  cases  the  com- 
mit>ee  were  bound  to  hesitate  before  they  did  any  thing 
in  relation  to  Brunswick.  And  what  is  Brunswick?  Is 
It  a  large  city?  Has  it  a  large  population?  ..  Has  it  any 
one  advantage  on  earth,  as  a  naval  position,  that  Charles- 
ton has  not?  No;  there  is  no  town,  no  population;  noth- 
ing but  tite  name  of  a  place;  and,  instead  of  our  being 
asked  to  locate  a  navy  yard  at  a  large  city,  where  there 
are  mechanics  to  construct  it,  and  a  powerful  population 
to  defend  it,  and  ample  means  and  facilities  for  building 
and  supplying  vessels  of  war,  we  are  actually  called  up- 
on to  establish  a  navy  yard  at  a  place  which  affords 
no  naval  facility  whatever,  and  in  the  desperate  hope 
that  it  may  serve  as  the  substratum  of  a  town  which  spec- 
ulators calculate  to  erect  upon  it.  Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  I 
hope  that  this  Government  will  lend  itself  to  no  such 
project  Every  day,  in  this  House,  we  abe  reminded  of 
the  impositions  practised  on  the  Government  by  specu- 
lators in  the  public  lands;  but  surely,  of  all  attempts  to 
speculate  on  the  Government,  this  idea  of  establishing  a 
navy  yard,  with  a  view  to  the  erection  of  a  town,  and 
the  consequent  enhancement  in  value  of  the  private 
property  of  individuals,  is  entitled  to  the  palm.  The 
gentleman  says  he  only  asks  for  justice.  Then  be  should 
do  as  he  would  be  done  by.  Twenty  times  the  amount 
of  public  money  had  been  appropriated  for  Georgia  that 
had  ever  been  for  South  Carolina.  In  addition  to  all 
that  had  been  expended  on  her  harbors  and  rivers,  she 
had  recently  been  benefited  to  a  prodigious  extent  by 
^he  establishment,  within  her  limits,  of  one  of  the  branch- 
es of  the  mint.  But  what  had  been  done  for  South  Car- 
olina? Nothing— literally  nothing.  From  the  period 
of  the  Revolution  to  the  present  time,  she  had  received 
of  federal  appropriation*,'  with  one  or  two  insignificant 
exceptions,  nothing  more  than  the  annusi  payment  of 
the  salaries  of  the  few  federal  officers  within  her  limits. 
The  people  of  Charleston  felt  as  if  they  were  discard- 
ed by  this  Government.  They  felt  so,  particularly,  in 
relation  to  this  measure,  because  they  were  satisfied  of 
the  superior  naval  advantages  of  that  city,  and  were 
therefore  constrained  to  believe  that  the  continued  re- 
fusal of  Congress  to  adopt  it  arose  from  a  fixed  deter- 
mination to  allow  them  no  lot  or  part  In  the  appropria- 
tions of  the  public  money. 


[Here  Mr.  Jaktts  inquired  of  Mr.  Pr,  if  Charleston 
had  never  been  benefited  by  public  expenditures,  what 
had  been  done  with  all  the  appropriations  for  the  forts 
and  fortifications  in  its  harbor?] 

Mr.  P.  said  he  would  tell  the  gentleman.  It  was  true 
that  various  large  appropriationa  had  been  made  for 
those  objects.  Bu^  the  money  wss  not  expended  io 
Charleston.  It  did  not  go  into  the  pockets  of  her  me* 
chanics.  All  the  contracts  were  given  to  strangers— all 
the  materials  were  brought  from  abr»ad— all  the  work 
was  performed  by  Northern,  workmen;  and  though  the 
city  was  certainly  benefited  by  the  forts,  yet  none  of  its 
citizens  were  employed  in  constructing  them,  or  enrTch- 
ed  by  the  appropriations  connected  with  them.  Have 
they  not,  then,  just  ground  of  complaint?  and  is  it  not 
high  time  that  some  portion  of  their  contributions  should 
be  returned  in  actual  expenditures  amongst  them,  and 
that  something  should  be  done  to  stimulate  their  enter- 
prise, and  to  manifest  the  equal  and  impartial  spirit  of 
the  Government? 

Mr.  p.  said  he  had  done  with  Brunswick.  It  would 
now  be  his  object  to  show  the  superior  eligibility  of 
Charleston,  as  a  naval  station,  over  every  other  port 
south  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  the  consequent  advanta- 
ges that  would  result  to  the  Government  from  the  eatab- 
Itshment  of  a  navy  yard  and  a  dry  dock  there. 

In  the  first  place,  Charleston  is  decidedly  more  popu- 
lous, wealthy,  and  commercial,  than  any  place  that  has 
been  nsmed  in  competition  with  it.  Its  population  may 
be  fairly  estimated  at  fifty  thousand.  It  far  tranacends 
all  of  its  competitors  in  exports  and  imports.  It  con- 
tributes incomparably  more  than  they  do  to  the  revenue 
of  the  Federal  Government.  It  carries  on  a  very  valua* 
ble  and  extensive  foreign  comnierce,  particularly  with 
the  West  Indies,  for  which  it  possesses  peculiar  facilities. 
It  is  situsted  on  one  uf  the  most  beautiful  harbors  in  the 
Union,  >»hich  is  generally  alive  with  vessels,  both  foreign 
and  domestic,  and  from  which  egress  can  be  effected  in 
less  than  an  hour  to  the  ocesA.  The  whole  line  of  its 
front  is  composed  of  wharves,  studded  with  substantial 
and  capacious  siores.^-  It  has  six  banks  and  two  insu- 
rance companies,  whose  operations  are  based  on  an  ag- 
gregate capital  of  at  least  six  millions.  It  possesses 
floating  capital,  also,  to  an  amount  ihat  would  enable  it 
to  carry  on  advantageously  twice  the  extent  of  its  pres- 
ent trade.  It  derives  important  benefits  from  the  Tail- 
road  that  connects  It  with  Hamburg,  opposite  Augusta, 
in  Georgia,  which  is  the  longest,  and  perhapa  one  of 
the  most  profitable,  iu  the  Union;  and  it  is  destined  soon 
to  realize  still  more  important  benefits  from  the  opera- 
tions of  q^mercial  companies  that  have  recently  been 
organizea  with  a  view  to  a  direct  intercourse  with  Eu- 
rope, and  particularly  from  the  completion  of  that  mag- 
nificent enterprise  which  is  to  un  te  the  Atlantic  with 
the  valley  pf  the  Mississippi,  and  which  will  necessarily 
produce  a  prodigious  augmentation  to  its  trade.  Such 
is  the  commercial  character  of  Citarleston. 

As  regards  its  general  character  for  healthiness,  Mr. 
p.  had  no  hesitation  to  express  it  as  his  deliberate  con- 
viction that  it  is  one  of  the  healthiest  cities  in  this  or  in 
any  other  country.  Indeed,  It  is  notorious  that  there 
are  fewer  deaths  in  Charleston,  in  proportion  to  ita  pop- 
ulation, than  in  any  other  city  in  the  Union.  This  has 
been  repeatedly  proved,  by  a  comparison  of  its  bills  of 
mortality  with  those  of  other  places,  and  particularly  the 
larger  cities  of  the  North .  By  referring  to  the  documents, 
it  would  be  seen  that  this  assertion  is  corroborated  by 
several  eminent  medical  practitioners,  and  particularly 
by  the  testimony  of  Captains  Elliott  and  Kearney,  both 
of  whom  have  resided  for  several  years  at  Charleston, 
and  both  of  whom  declare,  as  the  result  of  their  own 
observation  and  experience,  that  seamen  enjoy  as  good 
health  there  as  in  any  other  port  in  the  United  States. 
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The  jellow  fever  is  of  rare  occurrence.  Froiii-1815  to 
1825,  a  period  of  ten  years,  there  were  but  three  years 
in  which  it  made  its  appearance;  and,  ottt  of  a  popula- 
tion of  upwards  of  forty  thousand,  the  aggregate  mortal- 
ity produced  by  those  three  visitations  scarcely  amount- 
to  700  deaths;  and,  even  of  that  number,  a  large  portion 
cpnsisted  of  the  cases  of  individuals  who  had  been  ad- 
dicted to  Intemperance,  or  other  vicious  aiid  destructive 
habits.  From  182S  to  the  present  time,  a  period  of 
eleven  years,  there  has  been  no  recurrence  of  that  mala- 
dy; certainly  not  to  any  such  extent  as  to  produce  any 
general  excitement  or  alarm,  or  to  cause  the  least  inter- 
ruption to  the  commercial  operations  of  the  place,  I 
feel  fully  warranted,  therefore,  in  pronouncing  (said 
Mr.  P.)  that  Chaileston,  generally  speaking,  is  not  infe- 
rior in  healthiness,  during  the  summer  and  autumnal 
seasons^  to  any  other  port;  and  it  is  well  known  and  uni- 
versally  admitted,  that  during  the  winter  season  it  is  de- 
cidedly healthier  than  any  city  at  the  North. 

In  relation  to  sick  seamen,  Charleston  affords  every 
thing  in  the  way  of  medical  attendance,  and  proper  com- 
fort and  accommodation,  that  can  reasonably  be  consid- 
ered important  or  desirable.  The  naval  hospital  there 
is  a  large,  elegant,  and  commodious  building,  calculated 
for  the  reception  of  a  large  number  of  patients,  and  con- 
structed upon  the  most  approved  principles  applicable  to 
baildings  of  that  description.  It  was  erected,  only  a  few 
years  since,  under  an  act  of  Congress  that  appropriated 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  for  that  purpose.  According 
to  an  agreement  between  the  Treasury  Department  and 
the  corporation  of  Charleston,  the  management  of  this 
institution  has  beeiT  entirely  confided  to  the  latter.  The 
physicians,  and  all  other  officers  connected  with  if,  are 
appointed  by  the  city  council.  It  is  superintended  by  a 
board  of  commissioners,  who  meet  regularly  every  week, 
and  also  by  the  mayor  of  the  city,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
visit  and  inspect  it  once  at  least  in  every  month.  The 
consequence  is,  that  it  is  remarkably  well  conducted. 
The  officers  are  skilful  and  attentive;  the  patients  are 
treated  with  all  possible  care;  and  the  records  of  the  in- 
stitution testify  that  the  number  of  cases  that  have  ter- 
minated fatally  bears  but  a  very  small  proportion  to  those 
that  have  recovered. 

As  to  the  capacity  of  Charleston  to  furnish  adequate 
supplies  for  vessels  of  war,  I  apprehend  (said  Mr.  P.)  it  is 
almost  needless  to  enter  into  an  argument.  It  must  be  ob- 
vious to  every  gentleman  that,  in  a  city  so  populous  and 
commercial,  there  can  be  no  difficulty  whatever  upon 
this  point.  The  Charleston  market  is  decidedly  one  of 
the  best  in  the  United  States.  It  affords,  at  all  times,  ev- 
ery kind  of  provisions  usually  required  for  pubjic  vessels. 
It  is  supplied,  not  only  from  the  rich  interior  of  South 
Carolina,  but  from  several  of  the  Southern  and  South- 
western States;  and,  abundant  as  the  supply  generally 
u,  it  is  obvious  that,  if  the  establishment  of  a  navy  yard 
should  render  an  increase  necessary,  it  could  easily  be 
increased  to  any  extent  thai  might  be  demanded  by  the 
wants  of  the  Government. 

Nor  is  there  any  greater  difficulty  as  respects  a  suita- 
ble site  for  the  location  of  a  navy  yard.  Captain  Kear- 
ney enumerates  several  positions,  both  in  the  city  and 
its  vicinity,  admirably  adapted  for  this  purpose.  So 
does  Commodore  Elliott,  in  his  report  upon  this  subject. 
If  this  measure  should  pass,  however,  the  selection  of  a 
site  would  devolve,  of  course,  upon  the  President.  It  is 
unnecessary,  therefore,  to  say  any  thing  more  concerning 
it.    1  pass  on,  then,  to  the  bar  and  harbor. 

This  is  a  most  important  point  in  the  consideration  of 
this  question.  I  am  deeply  sensible  that  I  ought  not  to 
expect  the  passage  of  this  measure,  if  there  was  any 
well-grounded  doubt  as  to  the  accessibility  or  safety  of 
the  harbor.  But,  fortunately,  I  am  able  to  demonstrate 
that  there  is  no  rational  cause  whatever  for  apprehension 
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upon  this  point.  I  speak  upon  the  authority  of  Captains 
Kearney  and  Elliott,  and  upon  the  testimony  of  intelligent 
and  experienced  Charleston  pilots.  They  all  concur  in 
stating  that  the  depth  of  water  on  the  bar,  at  ordinary  tides, 
is  18  feet,  and  at  high  spring  tides,  20  feet.  This  is  am- 
ply sufficient  for  sloops  and  schooners;  and  all  that  we  ask 
is  a  navy  yard  of  the  secondary  class,  for  the  construc- 
tion and  repair  of  the  smaller  vessels.  1  have  the  same 
authority  for  saying  that  the  harbor  is  capacious  and  per- 
fectly safe,  and  that  the  anchorage  is  excellent.  That 
there  may  be  no  doubt,  however,  upon  these  points,  I 
beg  leave  to  read  a  brief  extract  from  Commodore  Elli- 
ott's letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  from  which  it 
will  be  seen  that  Charleston  harbor  is  not  only  perfectly 
accessible  to  sloops  and  schooners,  but  also  to  frigates. 
It  is  ss  follows: 

*<  The  approaches  to  and  over  the  bar  of  Charleston 
are  accessible  to  all  sloops  of  war  and  smaller  vessels, 
and  may  be  considered  so  for  all  vessels  drawing  sixteen 
feet  of  water,  and  even  a  greater  number,  by  having  re- 
course to  camels  or  lighters,  as  used  by  both  the  Rus- 
sians and  Dutch,  and  by  ourselves  durmg  the  last  war, 
on  Lake  Erie,  in  floating  vessels  of  war  from  shoal  in- 
to deep  water;  and. by  other  means,  in  that  of  the  Rev- 
olution, in  June,  1776,  by  the  British,  in  passing  over 
the  bar  four  frigate-built  sloops  of  war,  and  two  fifty.gun 
ships,  (the  BrMtol  and  Experiment,}  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  Peter  Parker,  in  a  united  attack  on  the 
works  then  erected  on  Sullivan's  Island,  and  which  still 
remain  a  proud  trophy  of  their  failure,  and  of  subsequent 
events;  and  this  may  b^  done  with  greater  facility  now 
by  the  agency  of  steam  J' 

I  trust,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  shown  that  the 
harbor  of  Charleston  is  perfectly  accessible  to  national 
vessels  of  the  smaller  classes;  and,  having  done  that,  I 
now  proceed,  to  exhibit  its  advantages,  as  a  naval  po- 
sition, in  certain  other  particulars  that  are  well  worthy 
of  attention.    • 

Of  these,.!  begin  with  the  important  article  of  limbec 
The  supply  is  inexhaustible,  and  of  the  very  best  quality. 
The  lower  region  of  South  Carolina  abounds  with  live 
oak,  white  oak,  yellow  pine,  cedar,  cypress,  and,  in  a 
word,  with  every  species  of  wood  usually  employed  in 
ship-building.  Many  of  our  naval  officers  are  of  opin- 
ion that  the  Carolina  live  oak  is  superior  to  the  Florida, 
and  much  more  durable.  Now,  it  is  evident  that  it  must 
be  advantageotis  to  the  Government  to  establish  a  depot 
for  timber  in  the  very  centre  of  the  region  in  which  it 
is  produced.  The  transportation  of  so  heavy  an  article 
is  necessarily  very  hazardous  and  expensive,  and,  of 
course,  a  great  saving  would  be  effected  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  interest  of  the  navy  would  be  materially 
promoted,  by  having  a  depot  for  it  near  the  place  where 
it  grows,  and  from  whence  it  might  be  carried,  as  re- 
quired, to  other  sections  of  the  country.  And  here  I 
would  remind  the  committee  that  the  preservation  of 
live  oak  is  of  the  last  importance  to  our  navy.  It  hat 
already  engaged  the  attention  of  our  Government,  and 
acts  of  Congress  have  been  passed  for  that  purpose. 
But  the  very  best  mode  to  preserve  it  is  to  establish  a 
depot  for  it.  This  would  necessarily  enhance  its  value, 
and  render  it  the  Interest  of  individuals  to  attend  to  its 
production.  In  this  point  of  view,  then,  the  measure 
before  us  is  highly  important  to  the  Government;  because, 
by  establishing  a  depot  at  Charleston,  it  will  not  only  be 
able  to  obtain  this  indispensable  timber,  in  any  quantity 
that  may  be  desired,  and  at  a  lower  rate  than  it  can  be 
obtained  in  any  other  place,  but,  by  enlisting  the  inter- 
est of  landholders  in  this  matter^  it  will  contribute,  di- 
rectly and  powerfully,  to  iu  preservation  and  {produc- 
tion. It  is  unnecessary  to  speak  of  any  other  kind  of 
timber.  The  excellence  of  the  Southern  pine  is  well 
known  every  where.     Tbat,  and  every  other  kind  of 
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timber  required  for  navml  purpotei,  can  be  procured 
in  greater  quantity,  and  at  cheaper  prices,  at  Charles- 
ton, than  in  any  other  port  of  the  United  States. 

But  timber  is  not  the  only  article  that  can  be  procured 
cheaper  in  Charleston  than  any  where  else.  Labor  is 
also  cheaper  there  certainly  cheaper  than  in  any  city 
at  the  North.  I  have  the  authority  oF  the  most  experi- 
enced ship*builders  for  saying  that  a  sloop  of  war  can  be 
built  or  repaired  at  Charleston  on  decidedly  better 
terms  than  at  New  York  or  Boston.  It  is  not  my  pur- 
pose, however,  to  trouble  the  committee  with  any  de- 
tails or  comparative  estimates,  to  prove  this  fact.  It  is 
sufficient  to  say  that  such  estimates  may  be  found  among 
the  documents.  But  this  is  not  all.  Vessels  of  war  can 
also  be  (I  will  not  say  better,  but)  as  well  built  there  as 
in  any  other  city.  Tbe  mechanics  of  Charleston  are  nu- 
merous, intelligent,  and  skilful.  The  number  employ- 
ed in  ship-building  is  probably  three  hundred.  If  more 
should  be  required,  this  number  could  easily  be  increas- 
ed to  the  requisite  extent.  They  only  want  encourage- 
ment. They  are  equal  to  any  in  the  Union  in  skill,  and 
energy,  and  enterprise.  But  they  have  languished 
more  thsn  any  other  interest,  from  the  want  of  adequate 
employment.  Only  give  them  encouragement,  and 
their  skill  will  be  developed  and  their  energy  displayed. 
Kmploy  them  to  build  or  repair  your  vessels  of  war,  and 
i  have  no  hesitation  to  pledge  myself,  for  them,  that  ev- 
ery vessel  built  of  Carolina  oak,  by  Charleston  workmen, 
will  be  equal,  in  durabilitv,  efficiency,  and  elegance,  to 
any  built  in  any  other  place,  that  has  ever  borne  our 
flag  upon  the  mountain  wave  or  achieved  a  victory  in 
our  country's  cause. 

Another  consideration,  well  worthy  of  attention,  is 
the  capacity  of  Charleston  to  protect  a  navy  yard.  It 
is  all  important,  of  course,  that  wherever  an  establish- 
ment of  this  kind  is  located,  it  should  be  surrounded 
with  every  possible  security.  Now,  Charleston  not  only 
offers  such  security  in  the  strength  of  its  population, 
but  also  in  the  fact  that  it  is  strongly  fortified.  Indeed, 
the  harbor  of  Charleston  is  perhsps  better  fortified  than 
any  other  in  the  Union.  A  navy  yard,  therefore,  if  lo- 
cated there,  would  necessarily  enjoy  all  the  protection 
that  could  be  afforded  by  a  powerful  population  and  a 
well-fort.fied  hart>or,  and  would  certainly  be  as  secure 
as  «ny,  and  much  more  secure  than  some,  other  works, 
of  a  similar  description,  in  other  sections  of  the  country. 
There  is  another  point,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  which  I 
must  trouble  the  committee.  I  allude  to  ttie  peculiarly 
advantsgeous  position  of  Charleston,  as  a  naval  station, 
in  relation  to  our  commerce  with  the  West  India  islands. 
I  say  nothing  of  the  great  and  growing  Importance  of 
that  commerce.  Every  gentleman  knows  its  extent, 
and  spprecistes  its  value.  Every  gentleman  knows, 
too,  that  while  it  is  eminently  entitled  to  protection,  it  is 
exposed  to  great  and  peculiar  perils.  Now,  the  vessels 
required  for  its  protection  are  of  the  very  class  that  it 
is  proposed  to  have  built  in  Charleston.  It  is  important, 
moreover,  to  our  West  India  squadron,  that  they  should 
have  a  place  of  rendezvous,  at  which  they  may  be  con- 
veniently refitted  and  repaired.  Now,  Charleston  is  pre- 
cisely such  a  place.  It  is  nearer  and  easier  of  access 
than  any  other  Southern  port  capable  of  affording  pro- 
tection and  supplies.  Vessels  sailing  from  that  port  can 
attain  their  cruising  ground,  in  the  West  Indies,  easily 
and  directly*  while  it  is  notorious  that  vessels  sailing 
from  ports  in  the  Mexican  Gulf  not  only  find  great  dif- 
ficulty in  attaining  them,  but  are  frequently  compelled  to 
return  for  supplies  before  they  reach  their  stations,  in 
consequence  of  the  prevailing  winds  and  currents  in  that 
region.  Now,  this  is  certainly  an  immense  advantage { 
i  one,  indeed,  that  of  itself  alone  should  be  conclusive  of 
the  question!  snd  that  it  may  be  properly  appreciated, 
and  produce  all  the  effect  it  is  so  well  calculated  to  pro- 


duce, I  beg  leave  to  read  the  exposition  given  of  it  by 
Csptain  Kearney,  in  his  report  upon  this  subject: 

••  Charleston  lies  nearer  the  range  of  our  West  India 
trade  than  any  other  port  south  of  the  Chesapeake,  ca- 
pable of  affording  equal  protection  in  war,  and  repaira 
or  supplies  in  case  of  distress.  The  gulf  stream  facili- 
tates your  passage,  and  carries  you  within  a  few  hours' 
sail  of  the  port .  Cruisers,  returning  for  supplies,  will  af- 
ford protection  to  convoys  as  far  as  danger  may  be  appre- 
hended from  pirates.  Sailing  again  from  Charleston, 
you  can  avail  yourself  of  the  variable  winds  which  pre- 
vail as  far  south  as  the  Bahamas;  by  keeping  to  the  east- 
ward  as  much  as  is  necessary  to  gain  the  longitude  of 
the  passages  into  the  West  Indies,  a  short  passage  can 
be  madet  and  it  is  practically  known  that  a  vessel  can 
reach  her  cruising  ground  about  the  east  end  of  Cuba, 
or  islands  further  to  windward,  in  less  time,  from  that 
port,  than  from  any  port  of  the  Floridas,  or  ports  in  the 
bay  of  Mexico,  which  lie  west,  directly  to  leeward. 
Sailing  up  the  south  side  of  Cuba  is  found  very  tedious, 
and  almost  impracticable  for  small  vessels,  during  the 
seasons  the  trade  winds  blow  hard.  The  gulf  passage 
is  preferred,  and  it  will  therefore  be  evident  that  a  ves- 
sel must  make  a  very  circuitous  route  to  gain  the  wind- 
ward islands  from  these  places— from  Charleston  her 
course  is  direct.  Thi^  is  a  matter  of  great  consequence 
to  our  small  class  of  vessels,  which  have  not  the  ca- 
pacity to  take  on  board  large  supplies  of  stores,  and  it 
IS  therefore  desirable  they  should  lose  as  little  time  as 
po<isible  in  going  and  returning  to  their  stations." 

In  addition  to  this  important  advantage,  as  respects 
the  protection  of  our  West  India  commerce,  I  might  ea- 
sily show  the  policy  of  selecting  Charleston  as  a  naval 
station,  in  connexion  with  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade.  The  traffic  in  slaves  is  still  carried  on  to  a  very 
great  extent.  It  is  stated,  upon  the  best  authority,  that 
**  many  thousands  of  slaves  are  still  annually  brought 
from  Africa  to  the  West  Ind-.es,  and  are  landed  and  sold 
on  the  windward  side  of  the  French  and  Spanish  islands." 
Now,  as  this  traffic  has  been  declared  to  be  piracy  by 
our  Government,  it  is  the  policy,  and  must  be  the  de- 
sire, of  our  Government,  that  the  most  efficient  mesns 
should  be  exerted  to  arrest  it.  It  is  impossible,  how- 
ever, to  exercise  due  vigilance  in  relation  to  this  traffic, 
from  a  station  so  far  to  leeward  as  that  of  Pensacola. 
But  it  may  be  exerted  efficiently  from  Charleston,  from 
which  the  passage  to  the  windward  islands  is  short,  di- 
rect,  and  rapid.  There  are  other  views  that  might  be 
presented  in  relation  to  this  division  of  the  subject,  such 
as  the  expediency  of  employing  a  number  of  small  ves- 
sels for  the  suppression  of  the  alave  trade,  rather  than 
an  equal  force  of  large  ones — but  I  feel  that  I  have  al- 
ready detained  the  committee  too  long,  and,  therefore, 
hasten  to  bring  these  observations  to  a  close. 

I  trust,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  shown  that  Charles, 
ton  possesses— in  its  wealth  and  commercial  character;  in 
iti  general  healthiness;  in  its  ample  capacity  to  furnish 
medical  attendance  for  seamen,  and  supplies  of  provis- 
ions for  vessels  of  war;  in  its  having  a  variety  of  eligible 
sites;  in  its  easy  accessibility  to  sloops  and  schooners;  in 
the  extent  and  safely  of  its  anchorage;  in  the  strength 
of  its  population,  and  its  well-fortified  harbor;  in  the  va- 
riety, and  excellence,  and  cheapness  of  its  timber;  in  the 
chespness  of  labor;  in  the  number  and  skill  of  its  me- 
chanics; in  its  proximity  to  the  West  Indies,  and  the  fa- 
cility with  which  our  West  India  squadron  could  be  suc- 
cored, both  in  peace  and  war— every  requisite  for  the 
judicious  location  of  a  navy  yard.  I  trust  I  have  also 
shown  the  important  benefits  thst  would  result  to  the 
Government  from  establishing  a  navy  yard  and  depot 
there,  in  the  great  saving  that  would  be  effected  to  the 
Treasury;  in  the  preservation  and  reproduction  of  the 
live  oak)  in  the  efficient  protection  that  would  be  afibrd- 
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ed  to  our  West  India  commerce,  and  the  greater  vigi- 
lance that  would  be  displayed,  and  the  happy  effects  that 
would  be  produced,  in  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 
And  if  I  have  succeeded  in  showing  all  this,  may  I  not 
hope  that  the  committee  will  concur  with  me  that  the 
measure  before  us  ought  to  be  adopted  t 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  passage  of  this  bill  is  certainly  im- 
portant to  South  Carolina,  but  it  is  not  important  to  her 
alone:  all  the  other  Southern  States  are  deeply  interest- 
ed in  it.  An  extensive  and  profitable  intercourse  is  now 
carried  on  with  South  Carolina  by  the  States  of  Georgia, 
Alabama,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  mrth  Carolina,  and  Vir- 
ginia. Large  quantities  of  their  produce  are  constantly 
pouring  into  the  Charleston^market;  and,  from  the  con- 
stantly increasing  facilities  afforded  to  internal  commu- 
nication by  railroads  and  canals,  this  beneficial  intercourse 
will  naturally  be  augmented.  But,  to  give  it  the  most 
efficient  impetus,  and  to  carry  it  to  the  greatest  possible 
extent,  the  necessity  of  a  navy  yard  is  ohyious.  Such 
an  eatablishment  would  accomplish  two  important  ob- 
jects! it  would  greatly  extend  the  demand  lor  Western 
produce;  and,  by  enlarging  the  quantity  received  at 
Charleston,  it  would  always  insure  an  ample  supply  for 
the  uses  of  the  Government.  It  is  evidently,  therefore, 
the  interest  of  those  States  that  there  should  be  a  navy 
yard  at  Charleston,  seeing  that  it  would  open  to  them  a 
new  avenue  of  commerce,  and  greatly  increase  the  de- 
mand for  their  various  products — a  demand,  too,  that 
would  be  continually  enlarging,  from  time  to  time,  ac- 
cording to  the  gradual  extension  of  the  navy,  and  the 
consequent  necessity  for  increased  supplies. 

There  is  only  one  other  point,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  which 
I  would  ask  attention;  it  is  this:  that  it  is  not  only  the 
policy,  but  the  bounden  duty,  of  this  Government  to  ob- 
serve impartiality  to  the  different  sections  of  the  Union, 
in  the  exercise  of  its  power  and  the  dispensation  of  its 
patronage.  Unquestionably,  I  would  not  contend  that, 
where  a  work  ia  neither  demanded  by  the  exigenciea  of 
the  Government,  nor  calculated  to  promote  the  general 
good,  it  ought  to  be  constructed  in  a  particular  State, 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  patronising  such  State  by  an 
unnecessary  expenditure  of  the  public  revenue.  But  I 
do  contend  that,  where  national  policy  and  the  exercise 
of  a  liberal  spirit  to  a  State  are  both  in  favor  of  a  meas* 
ure,  this  House  should  find  in  the  latter  a  powerful  in- 
ducement to  adopt  it.^  Now,  the  measure  before  us  is 
precisely  of  this  character.  It  is  demanded  by  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  Government,  and  it  also  affords  a  fair 
opportunity,  and  a  most  Justifiable  occasion,  fur  an  act 
of  generous  liberality  to  the  long-neglected  and  merito- 
rious State  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent. 
Assuredly,  sir,  I  would  not  say  that  South  Carolina  pre- 
sents stronger  claims  to  the  kind  feeling  of  this  House 
than  any  other  member  of  the  Union;  but  I  do  say  that 
no  State  is  more  entitled  than  she  is  to  the  liberal  con* 
sideration  of  this  Government.  South  Carolina,  sir,  is 
one  of  the  old  thirteen  who  resisted  the  tyranny  and 
threw  off  the  dominion  of  the  mother  country;  she  ia 
one  of  the  original  States  that  formed  that  glorious  con- 
stitutional compact,  under  whose  happy  auspices  the 
original  confederacy  has  been  doubled  in  little  more  than 
half  a  century,  and  the  population  of  the  country  has 
increased  fourfold.  Her  soil  is  full  of  revolutionary  bat- 
tle grounds,  Knt  her  history  is  emblazoned  with  the  deeds 
of  revolutionary  worthies.  During  our  second  contest 
for  independence,  she  freely  expended  her  blood  and 
treasure,  and  she  will  as  freely  expend  tbem  again  when- 
ever she  may  be  required  to  do  so  by  the  interests  of 
our  country  or  the  honor  of  our  Government.  And  let 
me  say,  moreover,  that  whilst  she  yields  to  no  other  State 
in  enlightened  patriotism  and  generous  devotion  to  the 
common  weal,  she  has  always  contributed  much  more 
largely  to  the  federal  revenue,  in  proportion  to  her  pop- 


ulation, than  any  other  member  of  the  Union.  But  what 
act  of  liberality  has  been  shown  to  her?  Whilst  federal 
munificence  has  been  profusely  and  uninterruptedly  lav- 
ished upon  other  sections  of  the  Union,  what  has  been 
done  for  South  Carolina?  Where  are  all  your  roads  and  % 
canals?  Where  are  all  your  navy  yards?  Are  they  not  all 
at  the  North  and  East?'  Yes,  sir;  there  are  not  less  than 
five  or  six,  of  the  largest  size,  close  to  each  other  at  the 
North,  while,  with  tbeexceptio^^of  the  small  one  at  Pen- 
fiacola,  there  is  not  a  single  work  of  this  description  in 
all  that  long  line  of  defenceless  coaat  south  of  the  Ches- 
apeake bay!  Nftw,  sir,  permit  me  to  say  that  this  ia 
neither  politic  nor  just.  It  will  not  do  to  tell  me  that  the 
Government  has  already  more  navy  yards  than  it  wantfy 
and,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  more.  It 
is  not  true  that  there  are  more  than  are  wanted,  for  I 
have  just  demonstrated  the  absolute  necesaity  of  another, 
for  the  protection  of  our  Southern  coast  and  of  our  West 
India  trade.  If  there  are  more  than  are  nepessary,  it 
must  be  at  the  North,  where  they  are  all  established — 
certainly  not  at  the  South,  where  there  is  not  one  from 
Hatteras  to  Florida,  along  an  extensive  and  unprotected 
coast  of  more  than  probably  a  thousand  miles.  Whether 
any  of  the  existing  establishments  of  this  kind  ought  to 
be  abolished  or  not,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  discuss.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  more  than  one  of  them  might  be 
abandoned  with  great  advantage  to  the  Government;  but, 
whether  they  are  alf  retained  or  not,  an  additional  navy 
yard  ought  to  be  erected  at  Charleston  harbor.  I  have 
shown  its  indispensable  necessity  to  the  South,  and  its 
corresponding  importance  to  the  Government.  I  do, 
therefore,  appeal  in  favor  of  this  measure  to  the  enlight- 
ened patriotism  of  this  honorable  body.  Sir,  ours  Is  a 
Government  of  feeling  and  opinion.  Teach  the  people 
every  where  to  love  it,  by  an  impartial  administration  of 
its  benefits  and  burdens,  and  it  is  the  strongest  Govern- 
ment on  earth.  Alienate  the  affection  of  any  portion, 
on  the  contrar)',  by  causing  them  to  feel  and  realize  that, 
whilst  all  its  benefiu  are  conferred  on  others,  all  its  bur- 
dens are  imposed  on  them,  and  it  must  necessarily  be 
weakened,  to  the  extent,  at  least,  to  which  such  difeaf- 
fection  may  prevail.  I  do,  therefore,  earnestly  appeal 
to  the  good  feeling  and  enlightened  judgment  of  every 
gentleman,  from  every  section  of  the  Union,  to  support 
this  measure — particularly  as  I  trust  I  have  shown,  con- 
clusively, that  its  adoption  would  not  only  be  an  evidence 
of  just  liberafity  to  my  constituents  and  State,  but  an  act 
of  wise  policy  in  relation  to  the  Government,  and  essen- 
tially advantageous  to  the  best  interests  of  our  navy. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  McKEON 
and  CAMBRELENG,  (who  opposed  it  only  because 
it  was  out  of  order  in  that  bill,  and  preferring  its  being 
brought  forward  and  taken  up  as  a  distinct  substantive 
proposition,)  DAWSON,  CAMBRELENG,  OWENS, 
ALFORD,  llAYNES,  PARKER,  D.  J.  PEARCE, 
BELL,  GRAYSON,  and  ELMORE;  when  the  amend- 
ments of  Mr.  Dawsok  and  Mr.  Pihcknet  were  severally 
disagreed  to. 

Mr.  McKAY  adverted  to  the  fact  that  the  hsrbors  in 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia  were  directed  to  be  sur- 
veyed last  year  by  reaolutions,  while  the  two  harbors  in^ 
North  Carolina  had  been  entirely  overlooked.  Mr.  McK/ 
accordingly  moved  an  item  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars, 
to  defray  any  additional  expense  that  might  be  incurred 
in  surveying  the  two  harbors  of  Beaufort  and  Wilming* 
ton,  North  Carolina.  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  ofl[*ered  an  amend- 
ment, making  an  appropriation  of  |50,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  site  for  a  naval  depot  at  some  suitable  point 
bordering  on  the  Narragansett  bay;  which  was  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  moved  an  item  of  $10,000  to  purchase 
a  site  and  build  an  hospital  at  Memphis,  Tennessee. 
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Mr.  D.  J.  PEARCE  opposed  it,  first,  on  the  ground 
that  it  proposed  no  benefit:  a  mere  unfinished  buiMingfi 
without  necessaries,  would  be  of  no  benefit  whatever;  it 
was  also  out  of  place  in  that  billi  and  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  was  understood  to  be  preparing  a  more  gen- 
eral measure  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  rejoined,  and  showed  the  heavy  burden 
imposed  upon  the  citizens  of  Memphis,  for  the  want  of 
such  a  building. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 
Mr.  JARVIS  moved  an  additional  item  of  $5,000  to 
defray  the  experse  of  examining  the  shoals  of  George's 
Bank,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  proper  site  for 
a  light-house  thereon)  and,  also,  to  erect-said  light-house; 
which  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMBBELENG  inquired  if  this  amendment  was 
in  order. 
The  CHAIR  would  not  decide  that  it  was  out  of  order. 
Mr.  CAMBRELENG  insisted  that  it  was,  on  the 
ground  of  incongruity  wiih  the  object  of  the  original 
bill.  The  latter  was  for  the  naval  service,  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  proposed  an  object 
exclusively  commercial  in  its  character. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  briefly  advocated  the  amendment. 
One  or  two  immaterial  amendments  moved  by  Mr. 
JARVIS  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  to  strike  from  the  bill  the  follow- 
ing clause:  **  For  connpteting  and  equipping  the  ship  of 
the  line  Pennsylvania,  $400,000.'' 

Mr.  J.  explained  that,  if  this  amendment  was  agreed 
to,  he  intended,  by  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Naval  AflTairs,  to  submit  an  amendment,  proposing 
an  equal  sum  for  the  purpose  of  building  four  sloops  of 
war  of  the  second  class.  There  was  no  division  of  opin- 
ion in  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  in  relation  to  this 
subjectf  they  all  concurred  that  it  was  better  to  allow 
the  ship  of  the  line  Pennsylvania  to  remain  in  the  ship- 
houte,  where  she  would  be  safe,  and  on  a  small  expense. 
To  employ  the  Pennsylvania  in  the  service  would  cost 
three  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars  more  annual- 
ly than  would  be  necessary  to  keep  four  sloops  of  war 
employed  in  the  service,  which  would  be  of  much  greater 
advantage  to  the  country  than  the  fitting  out  this  hujre 
vessel,  and  sending  her  to  the  Mediterranean  to  astonish 
the  natives. . 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  insisted  that  this  ship 
bad  been  long  enough  on  the  stocks  to  have  all  her  tim- 
bers well  seasoned;  and  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
went  to  show  that  she  ought  to  be  launched  or  de- 
stroyed. If  what  was  said  of  the  waters  of  the  Delaware 
werje  true,  and  this  ship  remained  on  the  stocks  much 
longer,  she  could  never  be  got  off,  but  would  remain 
instar  rnoniis,  larger  than  the  Trojan  horse — a  mere 
matter  of  curiosity  to  those  who  were  gratified  at  the  ex- 
hibition of,  or  bad  a  taste  for,  naval  architecture.  He 
inaisted  that  there  was  no  time  better  than  the  present 
for  fitting  out  this  ship,  as  we  had  ample  means  in  our 
power;  and  it  was  understood  that  this  would  have  been 
ordered  by  the  Executive  last  year,  if  hands  could  have 
been  procured.  He  warmly  opposed  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  clause. 

Mr.  REED  contended  that  the  Pennsylvania  was  in 
the  most  proper  place  she  could  be  in;  and  if  she  was 
launched  to-morrow,  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the 
Government  to  give  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  to 
have  her  placed  back  again  in  the  ship-house.  The 
small  sloops  of  war,  he  contended,  were  the  best  calcu- 
lated for  the  protection  of  our  commerce.  The  mer- 
chants were  looking  for  protection,  and  this  kind  of 
vessels  were  the  best  calculated  for  the  purpose  of  giv- 
ing them  protection. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  JARVIS,  Mc- 
K(M,  REED,  and  SUTHERLAND,  the  motion  of  Mr. 


Jarvis  was  agreed  to,  and  the  clause  was  stricken 
out. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  made  some  general  remarki 
in  relation  to  the  increased  appropriations  in  the  present 
bill,  over  those  for  the  same  brsnches  of  the  service  for 
last  year,  and  moved  a  provision  that  none  of  the  moneys 
appropriated  in  this  bill  should  be  applied  to  the  sur« 
veyingand  exploring  expedition;  which  was  disagreed  to. 
Mr.  REED  moved  an  amendment  appropriating  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  materials 
already  on  hand,  to  build  six  vessels  of  war  of  not  less 
than  ten  nor  more  than  sixteen  guns.  Mr.  R.  explsined 
that  the  object  of  having  these  vessels  in  our  navy  was 
to  employ  them  on  the  West  India  ststion  and  coast  of 
Braail,  where  depredations  were  most  likely  to  be  com- 
mitted  by  pirates.  These  smsll  vessels  were  better  cal- 
culated to  navigate  these  waters  than  large  vessels,  and 
they  were  the  very  class  ef  vessels  necessary  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  commerce. 

Mr.  McKIM  felt  himself  under  the  necessity  of  oppo- 
sing the  amendment,  for  he  was  well  convinced  that  six- 
teen-gun  vessels  or  brigs  were  an  indiflTerent  class.  He 
preferred  sloops  of  war,  and  moved  to  strike  out  sixteen* 
gun  vessels,  and  insert  sloops  of  war. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  said:  I  do  not  rise,  at  this  late  hour,  to 
detain  the  committee;  my  only  object  in  rising  is  to  let 
the  House  and  country  know  our  true  situation,  and  how 
we  do  business.  A  few  hours  since  I  ofTered  an  amend- 
ment  to  this  bill,  appropriating  only  ten  Ihoussnd  dollars 
to  build  an  hospital  at  Memphis.  This,  sir,  wss  to  pro- 
tect the  lives  of  the  poor,  honest,  industrious  laboring 
classes  of  this  Union;  and  it  was  rejected.  Now,  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Ribd]  asks  you  to 
appropriate  the  moderate  sum  of  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  build  vessels  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the 
rich,  wealthy  merchant;  and  I  doubt  not  it  will  piss. 
By  the  adoption  of  this  amendment,  you  say  to  the  world 
that  you  will  appropriate  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dol- 
lars for  the  protection  of  the  property  of  the  wealthy, 
while  you  refuse  to  appropriate  any  thing  for  the  pVo- 
tection  of  the  lives  of  the  poor.  To  such  doctrines  I 
enter  my  protest.  If  this  be  administering  justice,  God 
deliver  us  from  any  more  of  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on 
this  floor,  I  have  considered  myself  a  representative  of 
the  whole  Union;  and  when  any  appropriation  has  been 
asked  for,  I  have  only  asked  myself  if  my  country  re- 
quired it.  I  never  asked  if  my  constituents  were  to  be 
alone  interested  in  it;  I  have  uniformly  voted  for  them, 
when  I  believed  my  common  country  required  them. 
But  now,  sir,  f  tell  this  committee  that,  until  justice  is 
done  my  constituents,  I  wilt  oppose  every  appropriation 
for  the  protection  of  your  merchsnts'  property  afloat  on 
the  high  seas;  for  your  navy  yards;  for  your  fortifica- 
tions, harbors,  or  for  any  thing  but  my  country  and  its 
honor. 

My  constituents  are  not  interested  to  the  amount  of 
one  cent  in  your  property  afloat  on  the  sess;  and  I  say, 
let  it  all  be  destroyed--yes,  all— before  I  will  vote  for 
one  cent  to  protect  it,  while  you  impose  the  onerous 
burden  on  one  town  (Memphis)  in  my  district,  with  a 
population  of  less  than  two  thoussnd,  to  pay  annually 
from  two  to  three  thousand  dollars  for  the  support  and 
protection,  not  of  their  own  citizens,  but  of  all  the  per- 
sons in  the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi  who  have  been 
to  the  great  emporium  of  the  West,  and  on  their  return 
home  are  left  by  the  steamboats  sick  and  destitute  on 
their  wharf.  I  have  asked  but  justice  to  be  done  my 
constituents;  you  have  refused  it;  and  now,  sir,  I  will 
mete  it  out  to  others  as  they  have  done  to  me  and  m<ne« 
When  gentlemen  from  the  North  and  East  have  hereto- 
fore called  on  the  South  and  West  to  build  them  navy 
yards  to  build  their  Tessels  in,  to  build  them  forts  to 
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protect  their  cities,  to  improve  their  harbors,  we  never 
faltered  in  our  support  to  them;  we  voted,  as  patriots, 
for  whatever  would  add  to  the  honor,  glory,  or  protec- 
tion, of  our  common  country;  but  when  we  ask  only  that 
a  bouse  may  be  built  for  the  reception  of  the  poor,  sick, 
and  destitute  citizen  of  the  West,  we  are  refused  it. 

Mr.  D.  J.  PEARCE  also  opposed  the  amendment; 
and  the  debate  was  still  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
REED,  WISE,  CHAMBERS  of  Pennsylvania,  CAM- 
BRELKN6,  and  SUTHERLAND,  when  it  was  agreed 
tot  Yeas  80,  nays  45. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  strike  the  foUowinflr 
clause  from  the  bill:  <•  For  the  purchase  of  a  site  and 
the  erection  of  barracks  at  or  near  Brooklyn,  Long  Is- 
Und,  New  York,  #50,000,"     Lost 

Mr.  GRAYSON  moved  an  item  for  the  survey  of  May 
river,  from  Tybee  bar  to  the  Hunting  Islands,  South 
Carolina.     Lost. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  moved  to  strike  out  the  two  following 
clauses: 

**  Towards  an  extension  of  the  hospital  building  near 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  for  enclosing  the  grounds,  and  for 
all  other  expenses  upon  its  dependencies,  $66,000. 

"For  the  completion  of  the  present  hospital  building 
near  Boston,  and  for  all  expenses  upon  its  dependen- 
cies, $1,350." 

Mr.  D.  said  he  wished  to  test  the  sense  of  the  commit- 
tee upon  the  principle  whether  hospitals  should  be  con- 
fined to  one  particular  section  of  the  country  alone. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBREf^ENG,  the  committee 
then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  and  amendmeola  to  the 
House;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BEAUMONT, 

The  House  adjourned. 

WiDVZSDAT,  FCBRUABT  22. 

REISSUING  BANK  U.  S.  NOTES. 
Among  the  usual  morning  business- transacted, 
Mr.  GALBRAITH,  from  the  select  committee  upon 
the  subject  of  banking  operations  and  the  reissues  of  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  reported  a  bill 
providing  for  the  punishment  of  reissuing  the  notes  of 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  EVERETT  iQok  this  occasion  to  disclaim  any 
participation  in  the  bill  or  report,  never  having  seen 
either.  The  committee  met  soon  after  their  appointment, 
when  nothing  was  done.  Tl\^y  were  to  wait  the  call  of 
their  chairman  for  their  next  meeting.  He  now  understood 
they  had  had  a  meeting  some  days  since,  but  of  this  he 
had  had  no  notice  to  attend.  The  first  notice  he  bad 
was  yesterday,  when  the  chairman  said  the  committee 
propoaed  meeting  that  evening,  at  the  lodgings  of  one 
of  the  members.  Mr.  E.  informed  him  that  he  was  too 
much  indisposed  to  go  out  in  the  evening,  but  would 
attend  any  morning  in  the  committee  room  at  the  House. 
He  therefore  disclaimed  all  share,  or  merit,  or  responsi- 
bility, for  the  bill  or  report. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Maine,  moved  that  five  thousand 
copies  be  printed;  which  motion  lies  over. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG, 
proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  took  up  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the 
year  1837. 

The  amendments  were  read;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  all  those  to  which 
no  exception  was  taken  were  concurred  in.  ^ 

The  question  recurring  on  concurring  with  the  com- 
mittee in  the  amendment  striking  out  the  appropriation 
of  $400,000  for  completing  and  equipping  tb%  ship 
Pennsylvania- 


Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  entered  at  some  length  into  ain 
argument  in  support  of  the  appropriation  for  fitting 
out  the  Pennsylvania.  It  appeared  to  him  as  if  some 
understanding  existed  among  gentlemen  to  strike  out 
this  highly  necessary  appropriation.  The  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  [Mr.  Jabvis]  had  said 
that  that  noble  ship  would  be  better  where  she  now  is; 
(that  is,  if  left  on  the  stocks.)  He  (Mr.  S.)  was  not 
quite  sure  of  that.  He  would  ask  if  it  would  not  be 
more  suitable  for  her  to  be  sent  out  upon  her  proper  ele* 
ment  than  to  be  detained  rotting  where  she  now  was. 
He  would  ask,  why  had  this  ship  been  built,  if  only  to 
be  kept  under  a  roof,  to  be  looked  at  by  a  few  occasional 
visiters  at  Philadelphia?  The  honorable  gentleman 
[Mr.  jAayis]  had  expressed  a  preference  for  small 
sloops  and  schooners^-for  a  mere  Lilliputian  naval  force. 
He  [Mr.  Jabtis]  was  for  having  nothing  but  boats;  all 
small,  all  upon  a  small  scale;  and  the  main  argument  he 
has  urged  in  support  of  this  preference  of  small  before 
great,  was  what  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  S.)  aingular 
enough. 

The  honorable  gentleman  was  really  afraid  that,  if  we 
employed  such  Jarge  vessels,  the  large  ships  would  be 
lost,  and  the  men  all  be  drowned!  This  was  a  sort  of 
hydrophobia  which  had  seized  upon  the  honorable  gentle- 
man; such  a  tender  concern,  and  such  feeling  anxiety 
to  save  our  sailors  from  drowning,  as  had  been  evinced 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  ap- 
peared to  him  (Mr.  S.)  very  much  like  the  terror  and 
alarm  which  a  poor  hen  exhibited  when  any  of  her 
duckling  brood  threatened  to  approach  too  near  the 
water.-  The  honorable  gentleman  was  not  willing  that 
the  ship  should  go  to  sea!  He  wanted  it  to  stay 
on  shore.  He  [Mr.  Jabvis]  was  oppoyed  to  having 
the  ship  launched,  ibr  fear  it  should  perish  and 
decay  when  on  the  water;  and,  therefore,  for  safe 
keeping,  be  would  have  it  kept  on  dry  land!  This 
was  very  much  like  the  schoolboy  who  wss  re- 
quired to  learn  to  swim  without  going  into  the  water. 
He  (Mr.  S.)  would,  however,  affirm  that  the  proper  ele« 
ment  of  a  ship  was  the  water,  not  the  land;  that  its  busi- 
ness was  properly  on  the  water;  and  that,  after  being 
constructed,  it  answered  no  useful  purpose  if  kept  on  the 
stocks^  undercover,  to  be  seen  but  by  few;  besides,  in 
this  situation,  the  sh>p  was  exposed  to  a  more  certain 
and  more  rapid  decay;  whereaa,  if  launched,  the  decav 
which  had  already  commenced  would  be  retarded. 
The  excuse  given  for  suffering  the  largest  ship  in  the 
world,  and  at  the  aame  time  he  would  aay  the  most 
beautiful,  to  lie  and  perish,  was  that  it  would  aave 
money!  And  yet  this  money  was  not,  after  all,  to  be 
saved,  but  waa  to  be  appropriated  for  a  batch  of  small 
fry,  which,  as  it  seemed,  better  pleased,  the  taste  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Rbxd.j 

So  far  from  such  small  sloops  being  the  most  proper 
and  suitable  for  the  navy,  Mr.  S.  contended  they  were 
the  graves  of  our  gallant  officers;  'in  proof  of  which  he 
instanced  the  Hornet,  and  other  sloops  of  war.  Mr.  S. 
then  adverted  to  the  slight  put  upon  Penn^ylvsnia  in  re- 
jecting this  appropriation,  which  slight  he  contended 
waa  not  to  be  washed  off*  by  the  flattery  of  calling  her 
the  **  Keystone  State:"  In  bis  opinion,  what  ought  to  be 
done  with  the  Pennsylvania  was  this;  it  ought  to  be  fit- 
ted out  and  launched,  and  sent  to  foreign  ports,  that  it 
might  there  be  seen  what  American  naval  architecture 
was,  what  American  seamen  were,  what  force  we  could 
command  in  case  of  war.  He  would  not  send  it,  as  the 
honorable  chairman  had  sneeringly  observed,  **  to  as- 
tonish the  natives."  He  was  not  inclined  to  regard  a 
proper  display  of  our  power  and  force  in  such  a  light. 
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He  thought  to  adopt  this  course  (which  he,  who  was  no 
DA7a1  man,  wopld  recommend)  was  much  better  than  to 
let  the  ship  lie  rotting  and  perishing  under  a  house,  as 
it  was  now  doing*,  and  as  the  honorable  gentle- 
man (who  is  so  well  skilled  in  naval  affairs)  recom- 
mends that  it  should  continue  to  be  done.  True,  the 
ship  eventually  must  rot;  but  the  sea,  he  contended, 
was  its  proper  element;  by  being  in  the  water  it 
Would  not  be  so  liable  to  rotf  but,  by  being  detained 
on  shore,  its  utter  decay  was  certain.  Mr..  9.  then  re- 
ferred to  the  authority  of  competent  judges  to  prpve 
that  the  very  circumstance  of  keeping  the  ship  so  long 
ft  time  unlaunched  was  the  cause  of  a  premature  rot 
and  decay  with  which  it  was  now  threatened  if  this 
appropriation  should  be  refused.  Mr.  S.  concluded  by 
ridiculing  the  idea  of  saving  the  money  by  destroying 
the  ship,  or  (which  was  the  same  thing)  leaving  it  to 
lie  in  idleness  and  to  rot.  He  contended  that  such  an 
excuse  wss  unworthy  a  great  nation,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  Treasury.  It  would,  he  (Mr.  S.)  thought,  shed 
no  halo  around  the  head  of  the  naval  chairman,  [Mr. 
Jabtis,]  when  it  should  be  said  hereafter  that  by  his  in- 
fluence the  Pennsylvania,  the  largest,  the  best  built,  the 
most  beautiful  ship  in  the  world,  was  prevented  from 
being  launched,  and  was  left  upon  the  stocks  to  rot;  and 
this  merely  to  save  a  paltry  sum  of  money. 

Mr.  J  ARVIS  replied,  and  professed  his  determination  to 
steer  clear  both  of  the  declamation  and  merriment  of  the 
honorable  gentleman,  [Mr.  SuTHiRLANn.]  He  (Mr.  J.) 
did  not  think  it  was  just  that  he  should  be  made  respon- 
sible for  an  act  which  was  the  unanimous  act  of  the 
whole  committee;  not  one  dissentient  voice  had  been 
raised  in  the  committee;  and  one  gentleman  only,  who 
was  not  present  at  the  time,  had  subsequently  expressed 
bis  entire  concurrence  in  the  views  of  the  committee. 
It  was  not,  therefore,  his  act  alone,  but  that  of  the  whole 
committee.  Mr.  J.  professed  not  to  be  aware  of  any  party 
feeling  having  participated  in  this  matter.  He  (Mr.  J.) 
made  the  disavowal  of  such  an  imputation  with  a  feeling 
of  pride;  he  would  also  disclaim  the  insinustion  of  any 
bargain  having  been  made  to  strike  out  this  appropri- 
ation. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said  he  had  never  asserted  that  a 
baigain  had  been  made. 

Mr.  JARVIS  was  proceeding,  when 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  rai^d  the  point 
whether  it  was  in  order  for  the  gentleman  from  Maine  to 
proceed,  there  being  no  quorum  present.  And  the  very 
gentlemen  (Mr.  W.  said)  who  had  voted  against  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Hanitioan  to  suspend  the  rule  were  now 
absent  from  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  [Mr.  Cbaio]  at  first  decided  that  it  was 
In  order  for  debate  to  proceed;  but,  on  subsequent 
reference  to  parliamentary  law,  decided  that,  in  thie  ab- 
sence of  a  quorum,  business  must  be  suspended. 

The  CHAIR  then  counted  the  members,  and  ascer- 
tained that  eighty  members  only  were  present — no 
quorum. 

After  some  desultory  conversation, 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  .ordered,  and  were :  Yeas  44,  nays  69— no 
quorum  voting.  But  the  majority  of  members  present 
refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  a  call  of  the  House; 
which  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  MERCER  suggested  that  a  quorum  was  now  pres- 
ent; and 

The  SPEAKER  hsving  counted,  ascertained  that  one 
hundred  and  six  members  only  were  within  the  bar. 

Mr.  BOYO  said  be  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  no 
quorum  would  be  present.  He  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment. 


Mr.  CAMBRELENG  asked   for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered;  and,  thereupon, 
Mr.  BOYD  withdrew  his  motion. 

Various  other  propositions — for  calls  of  the  House,  for 
a  recess,  and  for  adjournment — were  made  and  rejected; 
when 

Mr.  GRANGER  and  Mr.  BRIGGS,  having  been  ap- 
pointed tellers,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  members 
present,  reported  one  hundred  and  eleven — no  quo- 
rum. 

AAer  some  other  irregular  motions, 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  Sergeant-at-arms  be  direct- 
ed to  go  to  the  President's  house,  and  invite  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  return. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved  that  the  House  ad|ourn. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  asked'the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  47,  nays  70 — no  quorum 
voting.  But  the  majority  of  those  present  refused  to 
adjourn. 

After  various  other  propositions,  which  were  not  en- 
tertained, 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered;  and  were:  Yeas  63,  nays  56. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  House  adjourned,  at  three  o'clock. 

Thubsdat,  Febbuabt  23. 

CURRENCY  BILL. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported,  with  an  amendment.  Senate  bill 
designating  and  limiting  the  funds  receivable  for  the 
public  revenue. 

The  amendment  was  as  follows: 

"  SxcTioir  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  part  of 
this  act  shall  be  construed  as  repealing  any  existing  law 
relating  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue  from  customs  or 
public  lands,  in  the  legal  currency,  or  as  substituting 
bank  notes  of  any  description,  as  a  lawful  currency,  in 
lieu  of  coin,  as  provided  in  the  constitution  of  the  United 
Slates;  nor  to  deprive  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  power  to  direct  the  collectors  or  the  receivers  of 
the  public  revenue,  whether  derived  from  duties,  taxes 
or  debts,  or  sales  of  the  public  lands,  not  to  receive  in 
payment  of  any  sum  due  to  the  Umted  States  the  notes 
of  any  bank  or  banks  which  tne  said  Secretary  may 
have  reason  to  believe  unworthy  of  credit,  or  which  he 
apprehends  may  he  compelled  to  suspend  specie  pay- 
ments." 

Mr.  C.  moved  that  the  bill  and  amendment  be^rint- 
ed,  and  laid  on  the  Speaker's  table,  taking  its  place  on 
the  calendar;  which  was  agreed  to. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  same  committee,  re« 
ported  a  resolution  ordering  that,  from  and  after  this 
day,  the  daily  hour  of  the  meeting  of  the  House  shall  be 
ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  that  a  recess  be  Uken  on  each  day 
from  three  to  half  past  four  o'clock. 

Objections  being  made,  Mr.  McKIM  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  but  sub- 
sequently withdrew  the  call. 

Mr.  OWENS  renewed  it,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BOON  said,  in  an  experience  of  several  years,  be 
had  never  known  a  daily  recess  taken  during  the  short 
sessions;  and,  being  well  assured  that  it  would  in  no  way 
expedite  the  public  business,  he  moved  to  strike  out 
from  the  resolution  all  that  part  of  it  having  reference  to 
a  recess.     Lost:  Yeas  40,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  PARKER  did  not  think  the  best  time  had  been 
selected,  and  lie  moved  that  the  recess  should  be  from 
two  t6  half  past  three  o'clock. 
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Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  the  subject  had  been  care- 
fully considered  in  the  committee,  with  reference  to  the 
convenience  of  members  and  the  expediting  of  business. 

Mr.  Pabkbr's  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  LANE  was  satisfied  that,  instead  of  gaining^,  they 
would  lose  by  the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  if  it  should 
be  adopted ;  and  he  therefore  moved  to  insert  nine  in- 
stead of  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  as  the  daily  hour  of  meeting. 
Jj^ost. 

The  resolution  was  then  concurred  in  by  the  House: 
Yeas  151,  nays  16. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up,  and  referring  Vo 
to  their  appropriate  standing  committees,  certain  bills 
from  the  Senate,  with  the  understanding  that  those 
which  would  elicit  discussion  should  be  passed  over. 

Mr.  YELL  expressed  a  wish  that  the  land  bill  from 
the  Senate  should  also  be  included;  and  he  moved  an 
sfflendment  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  replied  that  that  bill  would  cer- 
tiinly  elicit  discussion. 

Mr.  BOON  hoped  that  no  friend  of  the  land  bill  would 
fliffer  that  bill  to  be  given  the  go-by  in  this  way. 

Mr.  YELL  would  object  to  every  bill,  as  it  came  up, 
till  the  land  bill  should  be  reached. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  then  withdrew  his  propositioui 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  pass- 
ed to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL 

The  unfinished  business  was  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1837. 

The  pending  question  was  on  concurring  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  in  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Jartis,  and  adopted  there- 
in, to  strike  from  the  bill  the  following  item: 

**  For  completing  and  equipping  the  ship  of  the  line 
Pennsylvania,  four  hundred  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  JARV13  resumed  his  remarks  of  yesterday,  in 
opposttion  to  the  proposed  appropriation  for  fitting  out 
the  ship  Pennsylvarita.  One  reason  why  he  resisted  the 
appropriation  was,  that,  when  the  ship  should  be  launch- 
ed, she  would  not  be  able  to  be  made  use  of,  nor  even 
to  show  herself  at  our  principal  ports,  neither  at  New 
York,  nor  Philadelphia,  nor  at  Norfolk.  She  would  con- 
sequently t>e  confined  to  a  few  Northern  ports,  and 
then  there  would  be  a  cry  of  partiality  against  the 
North,  8tc. 

Mr.  J.  then  went  on  to  reply  to  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
SuTHBBLAirD  in  fsvor  of  this  appropriation.  It  was  ob- 
jected to  him  (Mr.  J.)  that  he  bad  alleged  an  increased 
risk  of  drowning  as  one  of  the  grounds  of  his  opposition 
to  the  completion  of  such  large  vessels.  Mr.  J.  com- 
plained that  bis  views  had  been  misrepresented,  and 
that  this  argument  had  only  been  urged  by  him  in  rela- 
tion to  the  enaployment  of  a  vessel  of  large  size  in  the 
exploring  expedition.  His  argument  in  that  case  had 
been  as  follows:  that  a  frigate  of  a  large  size  would  not 
answer  so  well  fur  that  expedition  as  sloops,  because 
there  would  be  a  greater  sacrifice  of  life  by  drowning 
in  the  event  of  the  larger  vessel  running  upon  rocks  and 
shoals,  wjkich  would  be  avoided  by  sloops.  Mr.  ^.  then 
combated  the  position  that  sloops  were  not  so  safe  as 
vessels  of  a  larger  class,  and  expressed  his  belief  that 
the  Wasp  and  the  Hornet,  to  which  Mr.  Suthzblaiti) 
had  referred  in  his  speech  of  yesterday,  had  been  sunk 
or  destroyed  by  I'ghtning,  so  that  their  loss,  and  the  de- 
struction of  lives  on  board,  was  not  attributable  to  the 
size  of  the  vessels. 

Mr.  J.  went  on  to  defend  himself  and  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  at  some  length,  from  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  SvTaxmxASD,  maintaining  that  prodigality  differed 
greatly  from  liberality.    Nor  was  a  prudent  economy  to 


be  confounded  with  an  illiberal  parsimony.  He  con- 
tended that  the  navy,  which  was  now  popular,  would 
sink  in  the  estimation  of  the  country  if  such  expenses 
were  incurred  on  its  behalf  as  should  appear  to  exceed 
the  proportion  of  services  which  it  performed.  As  to 
the  proposal  of  launching  the  ship  for  the  purpose  of 
exhibiting  her  in  foreign  ports,  as  a  proud  specimen  of 
American  skill  in  naval  architecture,  Mr.  J.  contended 
that  mere  bulk  and  size  were  not  necessary  for  this  pur- 
pose <  that  the  elegance,  skill,  beauty,  symmetry,  and 
perfection,  of  naval  architecture,  were  all  to  be  discover- 
ed and  admired  in  vessels  of  small  size  as  well,  and  per- 
haps better,  than  in  mammoth  ships  of  this  description. 
Size,  Mr.  J.  contended,  was  not  a  necessary  appendage 
of  beauty;  it  was  no  proof  of  superiority  in  naval  archi- 
tecture, nor,  he  would  add,  in  natural  history.  Among 
men,  for  exaihple,  who  would  maintain  that  mere  bulk 
conferred  superiority  of  any  kind?  Napoleon  was  no 
giant;  but  where  shall  we  find  a  greater  man,  or  one 
more  able  to  endure  hardships?  In  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion of  Mr.  SuTHERLAiTD,  whcthcr  we  were  to  retrograde 
in  naval  affairs,  Mr.  J.  observed  that  he  considered  we 
should  begin  to  retrograde  from  the  time  we  began  to  in- 
dulge in  unnecessary  prodigality  of  expense;  and  that, 
when  we  reached  the  extravagant  expenditure  of  Euro- 
pean Governments,  then  he  should  think  we  had  already 
retrograded.  As  to  national  character,  he  would  main- 
tain that  this  was  not  to  be  asserted  by  the  exhibition  of 
big  ships  abroad;  but,  on  the  contrary,  was  to  be  proved 
and  demonstrated  at  home,  by  the  hDnesty,  intej^rity,  in- 
dustry, and  virtue,  of  the  people.  Here  let  foreigners 
come  to  ascertain  our  character.  Here  let  them  come, 
and  behold  our  institutions,  and  from  thence  derive  a 
knowledge  of  our  character. 

Mr.  J.  concluded  by  some  remarks  in  reference  to  the 
alleged  decay  of  the  ship  on  the  stocks,  maintaining  that 
it  would  be  safe  if  left  there.  It  would  not  be  more  lia- 
ble to  decay  there  than  if  launched;  and  that  it  would 
save  a  great  present  and  a  great  annual  expenditure,  if 
left  to  remain  there  until  really  wanted  for  service. 

Mr.  REED  said  he  desired  to  add  a  few  words  to 
what  had  been  said  by  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee [Mr.  Jartis]  upon  the  amendment  now  under 
consideration. 

As  a  friend  to  the  navy  from  his  youth,  he  desired  to 
consult  its  true  and  permanent  interest.  I  desire  (said 
Mr.  R,)  on  this  occasion,  as  well  as  all  others,  to  adopt  the 
policy  of  a  liberal  statesman,  regarding  the  true  interest 
of  a  great  and  powerful  nation.  I  am  aware,  as  I  have 
often  had  occasion  to  say  in  this  House,  that  this  country 
must  depend  mainly  for  defence  upon  the  navy.  It  has 
been  my  constant  endeavor  to  sustain  and  improve  the 
navy,  and  I  trust  I  have  not^  failed  to  act  in  conformity 
with  the  opinions  I  now  express.  But  a  liberal  policy 
is  widely  at  variance  with  profusion  and  waste.  Extrav- 
agance and  wastefulness  may  deprive  us  of  the  means  of 
being  liberal  for  useful  purposes.  At  any  rate,  the  ful- 
lest treasury  and  greatest  resources  may  be  appropriated 
to  useful  purposes;  nothing  should  be  wantonly  wasted 
and  lost. 

The  immediate  question  now  under  consideration  is 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  by  which  we  struck  out  of  the  navy  appropria- 
tion bill  i^ur  hundred,  thousand  dollars  for  completing 
the  ship  Pennsylvania,  now  on  the  stocks  at  the  navy 
yard  in  Philadelphia.  The  ship  Pennsylvania  is  one  of 
our  ships  of  the  line,  snd  rated  at  120  guns,  and  is  much 
the  largest  ship  we  have  ever  attempted  to  build.  We 
have  built  and  launched  six  ships  of  the  line;  three  rated 
74i  guns,  and  three  80  guns.  We  have  on  the  stocks, 
and  nearly  completed,  and  they  could  be  launched  and 
fitted  for  service  in  a  very  short  time,  four  ships  of  80 
guns,  and  the  ship  Pennsylvania  of  ISOTguns. 
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or  the  six  ships  of  the  line  which  hsve  been  liunched 
and  fitted  for  sea,  but  one  is  now  in  commission;  the 
olber  fi?e  are,  and  have  been  for  a  long  time,  at  our 
wharves.  Then,  we  have  more  of  the  ships  of  the  line 
launched  than  we  have  occasion  to  use.  When  a  ship  is 
launched,  the  decay  and  deterioration  is  not  inconsider- 
able. The  decay  of  our  abips  of  wsr  has  not  been  less 
than  ten  per  cent,  per  year.  The  ship  Pennsylvania  will 
not  probably  cost  less  than  $700,000.  The  deteriora- 
tion, then,  if  launched,  would  be  ^0,000  per  yea^,  and, 
for  a  given  number  of  years,  would  not  cost  a  less  sum 
to  keep  it  in  repair.  1  would  not  wantonly  waste  that 
amount  of  money.  To  launch  the  ship  would  be  worse 
than  useless.  I  have  already  shown  it  is  not  wanted; 
that  we  do  not  use  the  ships  of  the  line  that  are  prepared 
and  ready  for  sea;  that  we  have  now  five  ships  of  the 
line  lying  useless  and  rotting  at  our  wharves,  and,  of 
course,  necessarily  requiring  large  and  expensive  re- 
pairs. One  of  these  ships,  the  Ohio,  has  never  been  at 
sea  since  she  was  launched,  and  requires  a  very  large 
appropriation  and  time  to  fit  her  for  sea.  Why,  then,  I 
repeat,  if  five  ships  of  the  line  are  lying  useless  and  de- 
caying, should  we  launch  another  ship  of  the  line? 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Sotbbk- 
zjlhbI  urges  with  great  vehemence  the  launching  of  the 
ship  tor  exhibition,  and  informs  us  that  the  present  is  an 
age  of  improvement.  And  he  asks,  very  emphatically, 
shall  we  retrograde?  I  answer,  no.  But  we  look  to 
utility,  is  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  aware  that 
one  of  the  most  important  improvements  of  modern 
times,  in  relation  to  ships  of  war,  is  the  discovery  of  the 
art  of  preserving  them  by  houses  in  which  they  are  safe- 
ly and  cheaply  kept?  Has  he  read  the  report  of  the 
Navy  Board  upon  the  subject?  Has  he  examined  the 
improvement  himself?  In  this  situation,  if  wars  with 
European  nations  siiould  require  more  of  our  line  of  bat- 
tle ships,  (1  hope  it  may  be  long  before  such  a  requisition 
will  be  made,)  or  if  from  any  other  unforeseen  cause  these 
ships  should  be  needed,  they  could  soon  be  put  in  a  state 
of  preparation,  and  the  country  would  be  sure  of  good 
ships,  fit  for  service.  I  repeat,  the  plan  of  preserving 
these  expensive  ships  in  good  houses  is  founded  in  wis- 
dom and  economy,  and  was  adopted  upon  mature  con- 
sideration. I  trust  no  trifling  and  frivolous  notion  of 
vain  exhibition  will  induce  us  to  depart  from  the  policy. 
It  would  require  1,200  men  to  man  the  ship;  not  easily 
obtained  at  the  present  time;  and,  if  obtained,  should  be 
employed  for  a  better  object.  If  the  ship  was  launched, 
she  would  not  be  sent  around  the  world  for  exhibition. 
She  would  either  remain  at  the  wharf  of  Philadelphia, 
or  be  taken  to  some  navy  yard,  (and  there  are  few  in 
'  the  country  where  she  would  float,}  and  there  remain 
.to  r6t,  and  be  again  repaired,  and  perhaps  require  re- 
pairs when  most  needed  for  use. 

The  gentleman  from  Philadeiphta,  [Mr.  Suthbblavd,] 
and,  I  thought,  some  other  gentlemen,  have  appeared  to 
manifest  a  sensibility  upon  the  subject  wholly  uncalled 
for,  as  if  some  indignity  was  offered  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  We  have  now  safe  in  these  modern  ship- 
liouses  one  ship  of  the  line  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp. 
shire,  two  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  one  at  Norfolk, 
Virginia,  and  the  ship  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia.  1 
propose  to  launch  none  of  them.  1  would  treat  the  &hip 
at  Philadelphia  precisely  as  the  ships  at  Boston  and  Nor- 
folk, and  hope  to  preserve  them  all. 

There  is  no  necessary  connexion  between  the  two 
propositions,  viz:  the  proposition  to  strike  out  the 
|400,000  fur  launching  the  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
amendment  to  build  six  small  vessels.  The  Comiffittee 
on  Naval  Affairs  were  unanimously  opposed  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  launching  the  ship  before  1  ever  pro- 
posed the  building  the  small  vessels  of  the  fourth  class. 

Our  navy  is  certainly  very  respectable)  but  another 


class  (which  may  be  denominated  the  fourth  class)  of 
vessels  is  very  much  needed  to  perfect  our  navy.  This 
class  of  vessels  is  wanted  to  defend  and  protect  our  com- 
merce against  piracies,  or  sudden  war,  in  the  West  In- 
dies, the  coast  of  Brazil,  and  the  coast  of  South  Arner* 
ica,  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans.  These  vessels 
will  be  most  useful  to  improve  and  instruct  and  qualify 
our  young  ofiicers  for  higher  command.  They  alone  cao 
navigate  a  great  part  of  the  coasts  I  have  named.  They 
alone  can  protect  our  commerce  in  those  sess.  The 
protection  which  these  small  vessels  can  and  will  afford 
has  been  too  long  neglected.  Our  merchants,  our  com- 
merce, the  best  interests  of  the  country,  all  demand  it. 

The  vessels  I  propose  would  be  of  about  five  hundred 
tons  burden.  Such  vessels,  built  and  equipped  and  man- 
ned in  the  best  manner,  would  be  most  effective  for  all 
useful  purposes  of  protecting  our  commerce. 

But,  among  other  arguments,  I  have  been  met  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Sutherland,]  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Pbarcs,]  and  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  McKix,]  by  ridi- 
cule. These  vessels  have  been  called  Lilliputian  graves, 
and  grave-diggers,  humble,  small,  and  contemptible, 
&c.  In  reply  to  these  attempts  at  ridicule,  I  will  only 
say  the  ships  proposed  are  perfectly  safe;  such  as  mer- 
chants use.  In  vessels  no  larger,  my  constituents,  in 
hundreds  of  cases,  pass  round  Cape  Hornr  traverse  the 
Pacific  ocean,  and  keep  at  sea  for  three  years.  1  heed 
not  the  ridicule;  the  little  vessels  can  bear  it,  and  protect 
and  defend  the  commerce  of  the  country. 

1  will  not  trespass  longer  on  the  patience  of  the  House. 
I  know  their  anxiety  to  proceed  to  business.  If  we 
were  not  so  much  pressed  with  business,  instead  of  pre- 
senting^ these  brief  hints,  I  should  have  rejoiced  to  have 
had  an' opportunity  to  have  gone  into  details,  and  pre- 
sented my  vi^ws  fully  to  the  House.  The  importance 
of  the  subject  would  justify  it.  But  I  forbear.  I  am  not 
opposed  to  what  has  been  done.  I  have  always  been 
friendly  to  a  navy.  It  requires  many  years  to  obtain 
timber,  have^it  seasoned  and  prepared,  and  to  build 
ships  of  the  line  and  prepare  them  for  sea.  They  have 
been  built,  and  may  be  prepared  for  sea  in  a  short  time. 
If  some  European  war  should  befall  us,  (which  God  in 
mercy  avert,)  the  ships  of  the  line  might  be  wanted. 

I  hope,  Mr.  S{^eaker,  that  the  appropriation  of  $400,000 
for  launching  the  ship  Pennsylvania  may  be  stricken  out 
of  the  bill,  and  that  the  appropriation  for  the  small  ves- 
sels may  be  adopted. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  insisted  that  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  had  stepped  aside  from 
their  duty  in  opposing  this  item.  The  gentlemen  from 
Maine  and  Massachusetts  had  predicated  their  objec- 
tion to  it  on  the  ground  of  its  novelty,  and  that  dis- 
tinguished naral  officers  were  opposed  to  it.  Now,  who 
were  these?  Why  had  they  not  been  named?  The 
appropriations  had  been  called  for  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, founded  on  the  reports  of  responsible  officers. 
Nor  was  this  all:  there  was  a  special  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject,  calling  for  the 
very  item  proposed  in  this  bill,  to  which  Mr.  P.  refer- 
red. He  was  not  disposed  at  once  to  set  aside  such  evi- 
dence and  such  authority  upon  irresponsible  reconnmend- 
ation,  nor  to  give  his  assent  to  the  effort  making  by 
the  Naval  Committee  to  overrule  the  special  recommend- 
ations of  the  Executive,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  of  the  whole  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners.  Mr. 
P.  then  went  into  an  argument  to  show  that  it  would  be 
little  short  of  a  prodigal  waste  of  money  to  substitute 
the  smhll  vessels  proposed  by  the  committee;  and  ad- 
duced the  policy  of  Great  Britain  in  relation  to  this  mat- 
ter, and  that  of  our  own  Government  for  the  last 
few  years,  as  sustaining  bis  position,  and  opposite  to  the 
proposed  plan. 
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Mr.  CAMBRELENG  could  not  but  my  to  thoie  gen- 
tlemen who  professed  so  much  re^rard  for  the  navy,  that 
they  exhibited  very  little  of  it,  or  for  the  interests  of  the 
country  generally,  by  making  speeches  at  this  period 
of  the  session.  He  hoped  they  would  take  his  admoni- 
tion in  good  part;  but  really,  if  they  were  sincere  friends 
to  the  navy,  they  would  cease  making  those  long  speech- 
es which  it  been  Mr.  G*s  good  fortune  to  hear  for  the 
last  sixteen  years. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  entered  into  a  statement  in  ref- 
erenee  to  the  position  of  the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia, 
and  certain  contemplated  improvements  there,  showing 
that  if  this  ship  should  not  be  launched  soon,  she  would 
have  to  rot  on  the  stocks.  Mr.  S.  also  quoted  the  spe- 
cial report,  in  favor  of  completing  the  Pennsylvanis,  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  warmly  opposed  the  mo-^ 
tion  to  strike  out. 

Mr.FARKBR  drew  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
fact  that  for  several  years  no  such  force  as  this  had  been  ' 
recommended)  and  he  contended  that  the  launching  of 
this  ahip  wu  not  wanted  by  the  present  posture  of  our  af- 
fairs, or  by  any  exigency  likely  to  arise.  There  were 
four  ships  of  the  line  already  afloat,  which  were  more 
than  were  necessary;  and  he  was  not  disposed  to  vote 
away  so  large  a  sum  of  money  as  1400,000  to  launch  a 
•hip  into  the  water  when  she  was  not  required,  and 
where  she  would  be,  probably,  as  liable  to  decay  as  on 
the  stocks. 

The  question  was  them  taken  on  concurring  with  the 
committee,  and  decided  in  the  afllrmative:  Yeas  125, 
nays  55, 
So  the  clause  was  stricken  out. 
The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
waa  then  laken  up,  as  follows: 

"  And,  also,  six  vessels  of  war,  of  not  less  than  ten 
nor  more  than  sixteen  guns,  $400,000,  in  addition  to  the 
materials  on  hand." 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  concurring  with  this  amendment;  which  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  lo  as  to  strike  out  '*  sixteen"  guns,  and  in- 
sert ••  eighteen." 

Mr.  REED  (who  moved  the  amendment  in  the  com- 
mittee) said  he  hsd  no  objection  whatever  to  Mr.  Mask's 
motion;  and  it  was  agreed  to,  without  a  division. 

The  question  was  theii  tsken  on  concurring  with  the 
amendment,  as  amended,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative: 
Yeas  118,  nays  47. 
So  the  amendment,  ss  amended,  was  concurred  in. 
The  amendinent  proposing  an  item  of  $5,000  for  the 
survey  of  May  river,  Sec,  South  Carolina,  was  then  ta- 
ken up;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the 
amount  reduced  to  $1,500;  and,  so  amended,  it  was  con- 
curred in. 

The  amendment  for  surveying  Beaufort  and  (V.ilming- 
ton  harbors  was  aUo  concurred  in. 
Mr.  DUNLAP  renewed  the  amendment  oifered  by 
'  him  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proposing  an  ap- 
propriation of  $10,000  fur  the  purchase  of  a  site  and 
the  construction  of  a  marine  hospital  at  Memphis,  Ten- 
nessee; which,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  D.  in  sup- 
port of  it,  was  agreed  to,  72  to  53. 

Mr.  JARVIS  also  renewed  the  amendment  submitted 
by  him  in  committee,  as  follows:  *•  I'o  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  examining  the  shoals  of  George's  Bsnk,  for  the 
purpose  of  determining  the  practicability  of  erecting  a 
light-house  upon  the  same,  in  aid  of  the  general  appro- 
priation for  the  navy,  $5,000;  which,  after  some  re- 
marks from  Mr.  J.  in  explanation  of  the  object  contem- 
plated, was  sgreed  to. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  (hen  nlso  renewed  his  amendment 
for  an  spproprialiun  fur  a  navy  yard,  drpot^  dry  dock. 
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&c.,  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  asked  lor  the 
yeas  and  nays  thereon;  which  were  ordered.    . 

Mr.  P.  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  House  the  fact 
that  he  had  that  morning  received  a  petition  from  Cap- 
tain Pennoyer,  of  the*  steamboat  Dolphin,  praying  re- 
muneration of  his  services  in  having  rescued  the  Uni- 
ted States  brig  of  war  Porpoise  from  a  state  of  immi- 
nent peril  on  Brunswick  bar.  The  statement  of  Cap- 
tain P.  was  folly  Qonfirmed  by  Captain  Ramsay;  showing 
conclusively  that,  so  far  from  there  being  a  sufficient 
depth  of  water  at  that  bar  for  frigates  and  ships  of  ttve 
line,  even  the  Porpoise  (smaller  than  a  sloop)  had  been 
stranded,  and  was  very  nearly  destroyed,  at  the  north 
breaker,  in  attempting  to  enter  Brunswick  harbor. 

Mr.  P.  insisted  on  the  absurdity  of  establishing  navy 
yards  at  places  where  there  are  neither  forts,  nor  me- 
chanics, nor  any  naval  rec^uisite  whatever. 

Mr.  McKAY  spoke  in  favor  of  selecting  Beaufort,  in 
that  State. 

Mr.  DAWSON  renewed  bis  amendment  in  favor  of 
Bninswick. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  spoke  in  favor  of  a  navy 
yard  at  Charleston. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  followed  on  the  same 
side,  and  did  full  justice  to  the  superior  claims  of 
Charleston. 

Mr.  HAYNES  again  advocated  the  claims  of  Bruns- 
wick. 

Mr.  McKEON  again  urged  the  policy  of  a  Southern 
navy  yard,  and  gave  the  preference  to  Charleston  over 
all  the  places  that  had  been  brought  forward  in  debate. 

Mr.  GRAYSON  was  in  fsvor  of  Charleston,  but,  if 
Charleston  should  not  be  selected  by  the  House,  he 
thougrht  there  was  another  point  decidedly  preferable 
to  the  port  of  Brunswick. 

Mr.  G.  said  the  objections  of  gentlemen  to  Charles- 
ton proceeded  from  an  erroneous  view  of  the  extent 
of  the  navy  yard  intended  to  be  established  there.  It 
was  not  a  yard  for  the  construction  of  frigates  that  was 
proposed;  if  it  were,  the  want  of  water  on  the  bar  waa 
a  vaKd  objection.  But  for  sloops  of  war  and  smaller  ves- 
sels there  wss  depth  of  water  enough,  and  in  all  other 
respects  but  depth  of  water,  Charleston  was  superior  to 
any  other  place  qn  the  Southern  coast. 

Her  mechanics  were  already  prepared  for  the  build] 
ing  of  vfsaels  of  a.description  not  inferior  to  any  in  the 
United  States.  A  sloop  of  war  might  be  ordered  to  be 
constructed  there  to-morrow,  and  would  at  once  be  built 
in  the  private  yard  of  one  of  her  shipwrights  as  skilfully 
and  substantially  asin  any  part  of  the  country.  If  any  other 
point  nn  the  cosst  were  selected  fur  a  navy  yard,  large 
expenditures  for  forts  would  become  necessary.  Charles- 
ton was  already  securely  fortified,  snd  this  expense  would 
be  saved.  There  is  not  a  navy  yard  in  the  United  States 
that  would  be  more  secure  than  one  in  Charleston,  with- 
out the  expense  to  Government  of  an  additional  gun. 

In  her  central  position  on  the  Southern  coast;  in  her 
industrious,  skilful,  and  excellent  mechanicsfin  the  abun- 
dant supply  she  furnished  of  the  best  brick,  and  other 
building  materials;  snd  in  the  ship  timber  which  the  vi- 
cinity afforded,  of  the  finest  kind,  Charleston  afforded 
every  sdvantage  which  could  be  demanded,  except  a 
good  depth  of  water  nn  her  bar. 

If,  however,  the  House  vfas  determined  to  set  aside 
the  claims  of  Charleston,  and  to  select  that  point  of  the 
coast  where  the  best  water  was  to  be  found — where  the 
bar  should  be  deepest  and  most  acceasit>le,  still  the  prop- 
osition of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  could  not  be  re- 
ceived. The  report  of  the  officers  who  surveyed  Bruns- 
wick harbor  ddfes  itself  afford  ample  proof  that  Congress 
should  not  decide  in  favor  of  that  harbor.  These  offi- 
cers admit  that  Savannah  bar  is  the  deepest  and  mo&t 
accessible  on  the  coast.    They  sav>  expressly,  that  if  a 
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frigate  could  reach  Coxspur,  tbey  might  reverse  their 
decision  in  favor  of  Brunswick.  But  there  is  good  rea- 
son to  befieve  that  a  frigate  might  reach  a  much  better 
point  than  Coxspur  by  the  same  inlet — Savannah  bar. 
That  bar  is  the  entrance  not  only  to  Savannah  river,  but 
to  May  river.  This  iirm  of  the  sea  (for  such  it  is)  leads  up 
to  a  fine,  dry,  healthy  position,  with  a  depth  of  water, 
from  the  bar  up,  of  nowhere  less  than  twenty  feet.  This 
position  is  high,  and  affurds  excellent  fresh  water.  Cox- 
spur is  a  hard  marsh,  with  not  a  foot  of  high  land,  desti- 
tute of  fresh  water,  and  exposed  to  northeast  g^les  from 
the  oeean.  Yet  if  these  officers  could  carry  a  frigate  to 
Coxspur,  tbey  would  not  have  decided  in  favor  of  Bruns- 
wick. It  is  certain,  therefore,  that  th^y  could  not  have 
decided  in  favor  of  Brunswick  if  they  had  been  ac- 
quainted with  May  river. 

If,  then,  the  House  determine  against  Charleston,  as 
the  decision  of  the  committee  seems  to  indicate  tbey 
will,  I  ask  that  they  shall  wait  for  further  information, 
and  act  with  a  full  understanding  of  all  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  subject.  If  there  is  a  better  place  than 
Brunswick,  let  it  be  ascertained,  and  let  the  House  de- 
cide after  a  full  and-  accurate  examination  of  the  coast. 
Any  decision  now  in  favor  of  Brunswick  would  be  pre- 
ipature. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative: Yeas  51,  nays  95. 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  McKlM  then  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  appealed  to  the  gen- 
tleman to  withdraw  it,  as  he  wished  to  move  a  reconsid- 
eration of  the  vote  by  which  the  item  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  for  a  marine  hospital  at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  had 
been  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mct^lM  said  he  had  withdrawn  the  motion  once, 
and  he  must  decline  doing  it  again. 

The  House  did  not  second  the  demand  for  the  previ- 
ous question,  only  57  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  then  made  the  motion 
indicated  above,  and  g^ve  as  a  reason  for  doing  so,  that 
he  thought  it  would  come  up  much  more  appropriately 
on  what  was  called  the  "new  harbor  bill,"  when  the 
most  eligible  points  on  the  Western  waters  might  be  de- 
cided on. 

Mr.  McKAY  understood  that  Memphis  bad  been,  or 
was  intended  to  be,  included  in  the  bill  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  House  determined  to  reconsider  the  vote:  Yeas 
80,  nays  50t  and  the  amendment  was  then  rejected,  with- 
out a  division. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  strike  from  the  bill 
the  following  cbtuse: 

*i  For  the  purchue  of  a  site  and  the  erection  of  bar- 
racks at  or  near  Brooklyn,  Long  Island,  New  York,  fifty 
thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  GH OLSON  asked  for  the  yeas  snd  nays,  but  they 
were  not  ordered,  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  then  rose  and  said 
that  he  had  intended  to  move  an  appropriation  for  Nar- 
ragansett  bay,  but  be  would  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  House  seconded  the  call :  Yeas  69,  nays  56. 

Mr.  UANNEGAN,  referring  to  the  few  members 
present,  (bsrely  a  quorum,)  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 
Lost. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered,  without  a  divis- 
ion; and  on  the  main  question,  being  on  ordering  tbe  bill 
to  be  engrossed, 

Mr.  H  ANN  EG  AN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the 
House  refused  to  order  them.  * 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  inquired  if  a  motion  to  recommit 
this  bill  would  be  in  order.     ^ 

The  CHAIR  said  it  would  notj  the  previous  question 


having  been  moved  and  seconded,  tbe  main  queation 
must  be  first  taken. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  tbe  af- 
firmative, without  a  division. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
resding  this  day;  and  having  been  engrossed,  and  on  ita 
third  reading, 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  theq  moved  to  recommit  this  bill 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  a  view,  be 
said,  to  reduce  the  aggregate  amount  of  appropriations 
in  ii  in  such  a  manner  as  that  committee,  upon  consider- 
ing the  bill  again,  might  think  proper.  He  added,  that 
he  had  no  disposition  to  embarrass  tbe  appropriationa 
for  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  but  he  could  not 
omit  adverting  to  the  fact  of  the  enormous  increase  in 
this  branch  of  the  service,  and  making  an  eflfort  to  resist 
it.  He  had  been  given  to  understand  that  the  amount 
of  money  appropriated  in  the  present  bill  exceeded  that 
of  last  year  by  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  concurred  in  the  views  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  relation  to  retrenchment 
but  he  did  not  think  that  this  was  the  appropriate  bill  to 
commence  retrenchments  upon.  He  was  certainly  in 
favor  of  retrenchment,  but,  in  tbe  present  state  of  our 
relations,  be  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  reduce  the  ap- 
propriationa for  our  navy.  The  Senate  was  responsible 
for  a  large  part  of  the  one  mtHion  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  He 
believed  there  was  much  less  money  spent  on  this  btanch 
of  the  public  service  than  on  others  which  were  less  im* 
portant,  and  he  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be  committed. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL,  in  order,  he  said,  to  test  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  this  question,  moved  the  previous 
question;  which  was  seconded:  Yeas  87,  nays  44}  and 
tbe  main  question  being  ordered, 

Mr.  GHOLSON  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  (tbe  passage  of  tbe  bill{)  but  tbey  were 
not  ordered,  and  the  bill  was  passed,  without  a  division. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  the  House  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  llie  slate  of  the  Union,  oo 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  '•  bill  making  ap< 
propriations  for  the  support  of  tbe  army  for  the  year 
1837." 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  include  tbe  bill  providing 
fur-Hhe  erection  of  marine  hospitals  on  the  Western 
waters}  which  Mr.  CAMBRELENG  accepted  as  a  modi- 
fication. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  include  cer- 
tain bills  extending  the  pension  system  to  certain  West- 
ern warriors.     Lost. 

^  Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  include  tbe  bill  providing  for 
the  erection  of  marine  hospitals  in  the  different  seaports 
on  the  Atlantic  frontier.  Lost 

Mr.  THOMAS  moved  to  include  the  bill  to  punish 
certain  crimes  againat  the  United  States  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  Lost 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Sutbbblaxd  in  tbe 
chair,)  on  the  first  two  bills. 

The  commfttee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
«•  army  bill." 

The  amendment  pending  was  an  amendment  to  the 
Senate's  amendment  appropriating  $50,000  to  pay  for 
the  equipments  of  the  Kentucky  volunteers  who  had 
been  called  out  under  tbe  requisition  of  General  Gaines. 

Mr.  GRAVES  withdrew  his  amendment,  allowing 
three  months'  full  pay,  as  compensation  to  those  troops 
who  had  mustered  at  Athens{  and  submitted  an  amend- 
ment directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  allow  to  the  vol- 
unteers of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  and  Mis- 
sissippi, who  had  been  called  out  under  the  requisition 
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of  General  GaineB,  one  month's  p»y,  with  aII  their  ex- 
pensesf  and  making  an  appropriation  of  $11,650  for  the 
pay  of  the  rifle  corps  and  Coosa  volunteers,  who  were 
commanded  by  Major  Holt. 

After  a  few  explanations  by  Messrs.  GRAVES  and 
WHITTLESEY,  this  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PEYTON  then  moved  an  amendment  appropria- 
ting 1135,000  for  arrears  uf  pay  due  to  the  Tennessee 
volunteers  raised  on  the  10th  of  December  1812,  and 
discharged  on  the  10th  December,  1813. 

Mr.  P.  addressed  the  House  at  some  length  in  sup- 
port of  this  amendment,  and  read  various  extracts  to 
show  the  justness  of  the  claim. 

Ur*  PEARCE  of  Rhode  Island,  wanted  to  vote  under- 
standiagly  on  this  subject;  and  he  wished  to  know 
whether  the  claim  came  before  the  House  in  an  authen- 
tic form,  and  whether  it  had  been  approved  by  the  De- 
partment of  War. 

Mr.  PEYTON  explained  that  the  evidence  bad  been 
laid  before  the  Department,  but  by  accident  the  paper 
discharging  these  troops  had  been  losti  and,  owing  to 
this,  the  Department  would  not  mike  the  allowance. 

Mr.  PEARCE  could  not  support  this  claim  unless  it 
came  through  the  regular  channel  through  which  all 
others  came;  and  he  apprehended  that  there  must  be 
some  mystery  in  this  claim,  or  it  would  not  have  laid 
over  this  long  without  being  settled. 

Mr.  BELL  addressed  the  House  at  some  length  in 
support  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Ohio,  did  not  think  they  could  enter- 
tain the  claim  at  this  time,\and  he  would  move  to  lay  the 
bill  aside  for  the  present.  So  the  bill  was  accordingly 
laid  aside  for  the  present,  by  general  consent. 

MARINE  HOSPITALS. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  bill  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  suitable  sites  for  the  erection  of  noarine  hos- 
pitals on  the  Western  rivers  and  lakes. 

Mr.  McKAY  offered  an  amendment  making  an  appro- 
priation of  $10,000  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital 
at  Wilmington,. North  Carolina,  and  #10,000  for  .the 
erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  McKAY,  PEARCE 
of  Rhode  Island,  MERCER,  and  WARD  WELL, 

Mr.  OWENS  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  ap- 
propriatinjf  $10,000  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospi- 
tal at  Savannah,  in  Georgia. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  remarked  that  be  had  oh' 
served  a  strict  and  absolute  silence  on  this  subject  until 
the  present  time.  He  considered  this  course,  on  ordi- 
nary occasions,  the  most  wise  in  order  to  secure  the 
paksage  of  a  measure  in  which  he  was  so  much  interest- 
ed for  his  constituents.  There  is  no  subject  in  which  a 
most  worthy  class  of  citizens  is  so  much  interested,  and 
which  is  so  congenial  to  the  humanity  which,  I  have 
abundant  reason  to  believe,  exists  in  the  heart  of  each 
member  in  this  House.  This  messure  is  not  for  the 
wealthy,  nor  is  it  for  that  class  of  people  who  live  on 
the  fat  of  the  land  without  work.  It  ia  for  the  bone  and 
sinew  of  the  country,  the  class  of  people  that  support 
all,  mnd  labor  for  their  living. 

On  many  occasions,  during  the  last  session,  his  friends 
in  the  House  will  recollect  that  he  urged  this  subject 
on  their  consideration  so  often,  and  with  so  many  re- 
peated efforts,  that  he  was  fearful  he  had  almost 
tired  the  House  on  the  subject.  On  this  consideration, 
he  deemed  It  his  duty,  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
snd  to  observe  a  perfect  respect  for  the  House,  which 
be  had  done  on  all  occasions,  not  to  urge  the  considera- 
tion of  the  measure  ro  often  on  the  House  ss  he  had 
done  heretofore.  He  considered  the  law  so  palpably 
right  that  it  needed  no  assistance  or  explanation  v^  hat- 
ever  to  insure  its  passage.     But  the  courae  puraued  by 


gentlemen  bad  changed  his  opinion;  and  when  he  saw  a 
measure  that  is  so  just  and  right  within  itaelf,  and  so  con- 
genial to  hia  feelings,  sinking  under  a  load  of  extraneous 
matter,  he  considered  silence  no  longer  to  be  a  virtue, 
and  therefore  would  appeal  to  the  common  sense  and 
justice  of  the  House  fur  the  preservation  of  this  desirable 
measure. 

The  gentleman  from  North  CArolina  [Mr.  McKat] 
offered  an  amendment  for  an  hospital  at  Wilmington,  in 
that  State;  and  to  this  amendment  various  other  prqpoaip 
tions,  for  as  many  other  hospitals  as  amendments,  were 
offered.  One  in  Rhode  Island,  one  in  Georgia,  one  on 
Lake  Ontario  or  Champlain  and  these  alllirged  with 
talents,  and  some  plausibility  of  reason. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  would  submit  to  the  sound  sense  and 
reflection  of  this  House  for  a  decision  against  all  these 
amendments,  if  they  desire  the  bill  for  hospitals  on  the 
Western  waters  to  pass  into  a  law.  If  this  course  were 
adopted,  to  name  the  sites  for  hospitals  in  the  law,  each 
member  would  be  compelled  to  urge  the  location  of  a 
hospital  in  his  congressional  district.  He  hoped  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Peabcs]  would  see 
the  utter  impossibility  to  succeed  in  such  a  course,  and 
abandon  his  prospects  of  establishing  his  hospital  in  this 
bill.  In  fact,  that  little  State  (Rhode  Island)  seemed, 
from  the  appropriations  it  had  already  received  from  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  to  be  a  great  favorite  at  the 
city  of  Washington.  He  presumed  all  these  sppropria- 
tions  were  just  and  right;  but  if  this  were  cut  off,  and 
these  streams  from  the  public  corn  crib  were  diverted 
into  another  channel,  this  little  State  would  require  the 
fostering  care  of  physicians  to  save  her  life. 

It  is  utterly  impossible  to  locate  the  sites  for  hospitals 
in  any  bill  before  Congress.  Every  member  would  have 
a  town  or  site  in  his  congressional  district,  that  he  and 
his  constituents  would  sgree  were  most  excellent  places 
for  the  welfare  of  the  sick.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Wardwbll]  would  say,  and  in  truth  too, 
that  on  the  shores  of  Ontario  were  good  sites  for  hospi- 
tals; so  would  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Owsirs] 
urge  it  on  the  considetation  of  the  House,  that  in  noplace 
was  there  more  necessity  for  hospitals  than  in  that  State. 
This  principle  once  established,  my  friends  all  around 
me,  who  honor  me  so  much  with  their'attention  on  this 
occasion,  must  move  for  hospitals  in  their  respective  dis- 
tricts. The  gentlennan  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Havvboah] 
would  have  one  at  Logan  port  in  that  State;  and  another 
gentleman  [Mr.  Iitohax]  one  in  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut. 

This  course  will  at  once  demonstrate  its  impractica- 
bility, and  the  inevitable  destruction  of  the  hill  now  be- 
fore the  House. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  himself  once  pursued  this  policy, 
to  name  the  aite  for  a  hospital  in  a  bill,  and  on  full 
knowledge  and  experience  of  the  subject  had  abandon- 
ed it  forever.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  say,  and  he  said  it 
because  he  knew  it,  that  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio  river  was  the  most  eligible  point  in  all  the  West 
for  the  location  of  one  hospital.  This  site  is  the  most 
central  of  any  place  in  the  valley  of  the  Miasissippi,  in 
navigating  the  rivers  of  that  vast  region  of  country. 

All  the  great  rivers  of  the  West,  some  of  whose  waters 
are  densely  populated,  and  othera  fast  settling  snd  im- 
proving, concentrate  to  this  point  It  is  a  point  between 
the  upper  and, lower  Miasissippi,  and  convenient  by 
water  to  an  immense  region  of  country. 

Yet,  with  Hit  these  advantages  to  the  people  for  an  hos- 
pital at  this  point,  and  after  repeated  efforts,  he  had 
abandoned  the  location  of  an  hospital  in  the  bill  at  it. 

The  situation  at  or  near  the  junction  of  the  Ohio  with 
the  Mississippi  will  claim  the  attention  of  the  persons 
named  in  the  law  to  make  the  selections,  and  no  doubt 
tliere  will  be  established  one  at  this  suitable  point. 
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He  would  also  state  to  the  House  that  commissioners, 
tslented  medical  men,  would  be  more  capable  to  make 
the  selections  than  members  of  Confess,  who  perhaps* 
had,  many  of  them,  never  seen  the  "far  West"  at  all. 
-  The  commissif^ners  would  examine  with  care  and  atten- 
tion the  various  suitable  places  on  <*the  Western  watera" 
for  hospitals,  and  thereby  make  the  selections  with  a 
view  to  the  general  welfRre  of  the  country,  and  not  the 
particular  advantage  of  any  congressional  district,  as* 
members  of  Congress  would  be  tornpelled  to  do. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  army,  mentioned  in  the  bill, 
he  would  not  prefer  to  citizens,  to  make  the  seleclions  of 
•iies}  but  a  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals, of  which  he  was  a  member,  preferred  them  to  citi- 
aens;  and  for  the  sake  of  unanimity:  in  the  committee, 
and  to  secure  the  passage  of  th6  bill,  he  would  not  pro- 
pose an  amendment  to  change  the  commissionert. 

One  other  consideration  he  would  present  to  the 
House,  and  then  conclude  his  remarks.  It  was  the 
great  expenditures  of  the  public  money  in  one  section 
of  the  country,  and  not  much  in  another.  This  must  be 
done,  to  a  great  extent,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case. 
Fortifications,  light-houses,  and  such  improvements,  must 
be  made  on  the  frontier  and  on  the  ocean.  A  light- 
bouse  in  the  interior,  and  off  navigable  water,  would  be 
of  no  use  at  all  to  the  public.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
fortifications,  and  such  improvements,  that  must  be  made 
in  a  certain  part  of  the  Union.  It  is  on  this  principle 
we  of  the  West  act.  We  have  voted  millions  for  these 
Atlantic  improvements,  and  for  the  support  of  the 
■avy. 

Twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  received  into  the  Treas- 
ury from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  of  the  West,  have 
the  most  of  it  been  expended  in  State  improvements  on 
the  seaboard:  To  this  we  are  compelled  to  accede;  and 
now,  when  we  of  the  new  States  and  of  "the^far  West** 
want  a  amall  pittance,  a  mere  drop  in  the  bucket,  only 
fifteen  thousand  dollars,  to  enable  certain  officers  of  the 
army  to  purchase  sites  for  hospitals  on  the  Western  wa- 
ters, our  proposition  is  amended  to  death,  weighed  down 
with  other  hospitals  on  the  Atlantic  shores,  and  from  the 
very  section  of  country  where  all  the  treasure  armost  of 
the  United  States  is  disbursed  and  expended.  This 
seemed  to  him  (Mr.  R.)so  manifestly  unjust  and  wrong, 
that  he  supposed  gentlemen  would  abandon  the  amend- 
mentjr  He  hoped  his  talented  friend  from  Rhode  Island 
[Mr.  Peavcb]  would  cease  his  operations  for  an  hospital 
in  this  bill,  and  use  his  excellent  talents  and  singular  voice 
on  other  occasions. 

Mr.  R.  remarked,  further,  that  a  system  of  hospitals 
suitable  to  the  inland  navigation  of  the  country  would  not 
be  adapted  to  the  seaboard.  The  mode  of  navigation 
was,  from  the  nature  of  the  country,  different,  and  the 
systems  could  not  be  alike,  and  ought  not  to  be  in  the 
same  law. 

He  would  conclude  by  saying  that  the  poor  and  friend- 
lets,  and  the  country  in  general,  are  under  gr^at  obliga- 
tions to  his  fiiend,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
MebcbiIi]  for  bringing  this  subject  before  the  House, 
and  sustaining  it  with  bis  influence  and  talents. 

He  hoped  the  amendments  would  not  be  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  passed. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  OWENS,  DUNLAP, 
PEARCE  of  Rhode  Island,  BOND,  REED,  DENNV, 
GRANGER,  GRAVES,  PARKER,  HARPER,  McKAY, 
and  CALHOON  of  Kentucky,  the  amendments  of  Mr. 
OwBHB  and  Mr.  McKat  were  severally  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  an  amendment  increasing  the 
appropriation  in  the  bill  to  $30,000,  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  sites  for  six  hospitals  at  suitable  sites  on  the 
Atlantic  coast  and  Western  rivers  and  lakes;  which  was 
disagreed  to. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  then  moved  an  amendment  appropria- 


ting $10,000  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at 
Memphis,  Tennessee;  which  wss  disagreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LANE,  the  committee  then  rose, 
and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  the  amend* 
ments  to  the  bill  were  concurred  in;  when 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause 
of  the  bill. 

.  Mr.  P.  then  proceeded  to  address  the  House'atsome 
length  in  opposition  to  the  general  principles  of  the 
bill,  and  concluded  by  calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
bis  motion. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  this  bill,  he  would  move  the 
previous  question;  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  re- 
quest of 

Mr.  MERCER,  who  made  some  remarks  in  reply  to 
his  colleague,  [Mr.'PATTOir,]  and  concluded  by  mov- 
ing the  previous  question;  which  was  seconded  by  the 
House;  and,  the  main  question  being  ordered,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to« 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD, 

The  House  adjourned. 

FniDAT,  Fbbruabt  24. 
RELATIONS  WITH  MEXICO.    . 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, to  which  had  been  referred  the  message  of  the 
Preaident  of  the  United  States  of  the  8th  of  February, 
made  the  following  report  thereon: 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  AflTstrs,  to  which  was 
referred  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  the  8th  of  February,  relative  to  M(  xico,  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  respectfully  of- 
fer the  following  report. 

The  history  of  the  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico  exhibits  an  unbroken  succession  of  good 
feelings,  and,  as  far  as  the  occasion  permitted,  of  kind 
offices,  on  the  part  of  the  American  Government,  fol- 
lowing out,  in  this  as  in  other  respects,  the  disposition 
and  wishes  of  the  people.  The  first  to  recognise  Mexi- 
•  CO  as  an  independent  Power,  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  been  among  the  first  in  the  unceasing 
manifestation  of  friendship  to  this  adjacent  North  Ameri- 
can Government.  At  an  early  period  of  her  struggle 
for  independence,  the  ports  off  the  United  States  were 
open  to  her  flag,  even  at  the  hazard  of  incurring  respon- 
sibility for  this  act  of  impartial  neutrality. 

But  the  committee  perceive,  with  profound  regret, 
that  on  the  part  of  Mexico  there  haa  been  a  long  train 
of  injuries  to  the  property  of  American  citizens,  and  in- 
sults to  the  national  fkg,  for  which  redress,  though  of- 
ten prom'sed,^  has  seldom  been  obtained. 

This  omission  has  doubtless  proceeded,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, from  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, the  numerous  snd  radical  changes,  which 
hsve  prevefited  a  fixed  policy  from  being  pursued  in  its 
foreign  afTairs.  But  the  committee  believe  that  it  has 
also  sprung,  in  part,  from  a  knowledge  of  the  form  of 
our  Government,  and  the  limited  powers  of  its  execu- 
tive branch. 

Cases  might  be  mentioned  in  which  a  demand  for  re- 
dress, when  made  by  nations  whose  Executive  bad  the 
power  of  declaring  war,  and  consequently  the  subordi- 
nate power  of  giving  large  discretionary  authority  to  its 
naval  officers,  has  been  promptly  met,  when  the  conse- 
quences of  refusal  were  uncertain.  But  our  constitution 
has  wisely  placed  the  war-making  power  in  the  legiala- 
tive  branch  of  the  Government,  and  no  severe  measurea 
are  likely  to  be  adopted  towards  any  foreign  Power,  un- 
less upon  much  deliberation  and  repeated  aggression. 
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It  would  seem  to  follow  from  tbi8»  however,  that  in  pro- 
portion to  the  slowness  sbotild  be  the  firmness  of  the . 
voiee  of  the  nation^  when  eitpressed  through  all  the  de- 
partments of  its  Government. 

Those  nations  which  permit  themselves  to  disregard 
the  remonstrtnces  of  the  President^  when  conveyed 
throngh  agents  appointed  by  him,  and  rely  for  their  se- 
curity upon  the  limited  powers  which  our  constitution 
has  intrusted  to  that  officer,  must  be  taught  that  his 
complaints  against  injury  and  outrage  do  but  speak,  in 
anticipation,  the  voice  of  the  entire  people  pf  the  coun- 
try. 

It  may  be  that,  without  reference  to  the  limited  pow- 
er* of  the  President,  the  Government  of  Mexico  hss  been 
encouraged  to  persevere  in  its  course  of  aggression  by 
the  general  absence  from  its  neighborhood  of  vessels  of 
war  belonging  to  the  United  States,  the  interposition  of 
which  might  have  been  more  effectual  tbaiM^iplomatic 
note.  V 

To  illustrate  this  positioui  the  committee  will  select, 
out  of  the  many  cues  of  serious  and  flagrant  injury  in* 
flicied  upon  the  commerce  and  rights  of  the  United 
States,  by  officers  of  the  Mexican  republic,  one  of  the 
very  few  in  which  that  Government  listened  to  our  de- 
mand for  satisfactinn. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1836,  the  United  States  schooner 
Jefferson  anchored  off  the  port  of  Tampico,  direct  from 
Pensacola*  having  been  sent  out  by  order  of  Commodore 
Dai  las.  Lieutenant  Osborn  and  his  boat's  crew,  who 
went  on  shore,  were  seized  and  imprisoned,  and  the  ves- 
sel prohibited  from  entering  the  river.  A  demand  for 
satisfaction  made  by  the  'American  consul  was  haughtily 
refused.  The  Jefferson  lefl  the  port,  but  communicated 
with  the  sloop  of  war  Grampus,  of  eighteen  guns,  which 
came  to  off  the  bar;  and  on  the  following  day  there  ar- 
rived  another  American  corvette,  and  both  anchored 
-there. 

Tbe  commander  of  the  Grampus  directed  a  note  to 
the  principal  of  the  port,  informing  him  tha^,  by  order  of 
the  chief  of  the  division  on  the  West  India  station,  he 
bad  come  to  enter  into  a  correspondence  with  him  rela- 
tive to  the  insult  which  he  had  inflicted  on  the  American 
flag.  A  note  followed  from  the  Foreign  Department  of 
the  Mexican  Government  to  Mr.  Ellis,  requesting  him 
lo  interpose  his  authority,  and  order  the  vessels  to  re- 
tire. Mr.  Ellis  very  properly  declioed  to  do  so.  In  a 
few  days  an  official  communication  apprized  Mr.  Ellis 
that  the  Mexican  Government  had  supplanted  the  officer 
in  command  at  Tampico,  <*by  substituting  in  his  stead  a 
chief  who,  it  flatters  itself,  will  know  how  to  preserve 
|(re«ter  harmony  with  the  agents  and  subjects  of  foreign 
nations;*'  and  announced  that  <*a  summary  investigation 
had  been  ordered  to  be  instituted,  which,  by  putting  in 
its  true  light  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Gomez,  would  apply  to 
him  the  punishment  he  deserved,  if  he  should  prove  cul- 
pable, ss  well  as  to  all  others  who  may  have  taken  any 
part  in  the  affair  treated  upon,"  renewing  the  request 
that  Mr.  Ellis  would  then  give  his  orders  for  the  with- 
drawal of  the  squadron  from  before -Tampico;  which  was 
done,  and  the  vessels  departed.  The  committee  would 
be  pleased  if  they  could  stop  here  in  the  narrative;  but 
they  are  compiled  to  remark  that,  shortly  afterwards, 
the  individual  whose  punishment  was  thus  promised,  as 
an  atonement  for  the  insult  to  the  Anerican  flag,  was 
recalled  into  service,  and  assif^ned  to  a  command  upon 
tbe  coast,  where  his  hostile  feelings  ritight  again  endan- 
ger the  security  of  American  citizens  or  property. 

The  effect  of  this  open  withdrawal  of  the  apology 
yielded  to  the  American  Government  was,  as  might  have 
been  anticipated,  soon  made  to  appear  in  fresh  outrages 
Upon  some  American  citizens,  who  were  entitled  to  have 
been  treated  with  peculiar  forbearance,  not  only  because 
they  w^re  in  tbe  employment  of  the  American  Govern- 


ment, but  because  they  constituted  a  part  of  the  crew  of 
one  of  the  national  vessel*,  whose  services  on  board 
might  have  been  very  essential.  The  arrest  and  impris- 
onment of  eight  of  the  seamen  belonging  to  the  sloop  of 
war  Natchez  will  not  now  be  made  the  subject  of  com** 
mrnt,  further  than  to  remark  that  the  prevention  of  the 
American  consul  from  visiting  them,,  whilst  sick  and  in 
prison,  from  the  4th  to  the  19th  of  November,  was  an 
act  of  unpardonable  inhumanity,  and  appears  to  have 
proceeded  from  the  same  officer  whose  fictitious  punish* 
ment,  but  real  promotion,  had  been  offered  as  an  atone* 
mertt  for  a  previous  insult  to  the  American  flag. 

laooking  through  the  catalogue  of  complaints  which 
tbe  United  States  have  to  make  against  Mexico,  on  their 
own  account,  as  the  party  whose  dignity  and  honor  are 
assailed,  the  committee  are  unable  to  perceive  any  proof 
of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  tbe  Mexican  Government, to 
repair  injury  or  satisfy  honor. 

The  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  have  been 
fired  into,  her  citizens  attacked,  and  even  put  t^deathf 
and  her  ships  of  war  treated  with  disrespect  when  pay- 
ing  a  friendly  visit  to  a  port  where  they  bad  a  right  to 
expect  hospitality.  It  was  the  inattention  of  the  Mexl* 
can  Government  to  c^plaints  of  this  description  that 
appears  chiefly  to  have  induced  the  return  of  the  late 
charge  d'affaires;  fo^  in  his  note  of  December  7th  be 
says:  **  If  those  [the  claims]  that  might  be  presented 
should  be  all  acknowledged  as  just,  yet  so  long  as  the 
several  cases  of  unprovoked  and  inexcusable  outrage  in- 
flicted on  the  officers  and  flag  of  his  country,  which 
have  been  heretofore  submitted  to  tbe  Mexican  Execu- 
tive, remained  unsatisfactorily  answered,  he  would  have 
but  one  course  to  pursue.''   ' 

It  is  possible  that  the  claims  for  private  property, 
which  had  recently  been  presented  anew  to  their  notice, 
may  have  attracted  the  serious  attention  of  that  Govern- 
ment; but  if  a  cordial  disposition  was  felt  to  adjust  them» 
it  is  not  easy  to  imagine  why  those  cases,  where  a  de- 
cree of  the  Mexican  authorities  had  been  for  a  long  time  ' 
passed  fbr  their  payment,  and  a  portion  actually  paid, 
were  not  fully  satisfied.  The  committee  are  willing  to 
hope,  howevl^  that  the  manifestation  of  serious  discon- 
tent on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  by  the  withdrawal 
of  their  official  representative,  will  induce  the  Mexican 
Government  to  engage  in  the  active  investigation  of  all 
the  grounds  of  complaint  pressed  upon  them  for  many 
years  past.  They  fully  concur  with  the  President,  that 
smple  cause  exists  for  taking  redress  into  our  own  hands, 
and  believe  that  we  should  be  justified  in  the  opinion  of 
other  nations  for  taking  such  a  step.  But  tbey  are  wil. 
ling  to  try  the  experiment  of  another  demand,  made  in 
the  most  solemn  form,  upon  the  justice  of  tbe  Mexican 
Government,  before  any  further  proceedings  are  adopt- 
ed. It  is  their  opinion  that  a  diplomatic  functionary  of 
tbe  highest  grade  should  be  appointed  to  bear  this  last 
appeal,  whose  rank  would  indicate  at  once  the  impor- 
tance of  his  mission,  and  the  respect  in  which  the  Gov- 
ernment to  which  he  is  accredited  is  held;  for,  notwith- 
standing the  causeless  ill  feeling  which  appears  to  pre- 
vail in  Mexico  towards  the  Government  and  people  of 
the  United  States,  the  latter  will  continue  as  long  as  pos- 
sible to  treat  with  respect  their  ancient  though  now 
estranged  friend.  In  conclusion,  the  committee  respect- 
fully submit  to  the  House  the  following  resolutions  .- 

Aesohed,  That  the  indignities  offered  to'  the  Ameri- 
can flag,  and  injuries  committed  upon  the  persons  and 
property  of  American  citizens,  by  officers  of  the  Mexi- 
can Government,  and  the  refusal  or  neglect  of  that  Gov- 
ernment to  make  suitable  atonement,  would  justify  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  in  taking  measures  to  ob- 
tain ifilmediate  redress  by  the  exercise  of  its  own 
power. 

Resohed,  That,  as  an  evidence  of  tbe  desire  of  the 
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American  Government  to  preserve  peaceful  relations 
with  the  Government  of  Mexico,  as  lonpr  as  the  same 
may  be  compatible  with  that  dignAy  which  it  is  due  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States  to  preserve  unimpaired, 
the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  respectfully  request- 
ed to  make  another  solemn  demand,  in  the  most  impres- 
sive form,  upon  the  Government  of  Mexico,  for  redress 
of  the  grievances  which  have  heretofore  been  inefTectu- 
ally  presented  to  its  notice. 

The  report  having  been  read, 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs  that  the  House  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  voting  on  the  two  resolutions  with  which 
the  above  report  concluded «  and  he  wished  to  move  the 
postponement  of  their  consideration  to  a  certain  day,  if 
that  could  be  done  without  their  losing  their  priority. 
He  proposed,  therefore,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
House,  that,  in  a  day  or  two,  by  the  time  the  report  and 
resolutions  could  be  printed,  the  subject  should  be 
taken  upi  and  he  hoped  it  would  meet  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  to  make  them  the  special  order  for  some 
day,  for  in  no  other  way  could  the  House  be  secure  that 
they  would  be  taken  up  at  all. 

Mr.  U.  did  not  believe,  he  added,  that  much,  if  any, 
diflTerence  of  opinion  would  be  lound  to  prevail  in  the 
House  upon  the  ultimate  adoption  of  these  resolutions) 
but  whatever  the  opinion  of  the  House  might  be,  it  was 
proper  that  it  should  be  expressed,  for  it  was  a  matter 
peculiarly  demanding  that  expression.  The  time  of  the 
session  being  so  very  short,  he  reiterated  the  hope  that 
the  subject  would  be  made  the  special  order  for  some 
day  close  at  hand,  but  yet  distant  enough  to  allow  time 
for  them  and  the  report  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  H.  would  name  Tuesday  next,  if  by  that  motion 
he  could  secure  their  coming  up  as  the  first  business  in 
the  morningi  and  he  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  that  motion 
would  secure  his  object. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  if  it  were  under  the  special 
order  for  Tuesday,  it  would  not  come  up  during  the 
morning  hour.  The  gentleman,  however,  could  attain 
bis  object  by  a  simple  motion  to  postpone  the  subject 
till  Tuesday,  when  it  would  come  up,  ^  that  day,  the 
first  business  as  soon  ss  the  journal  Was  read,  unless 
some  other  report  made  in  the  mean  time  should  inter- 
vene, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  remarked  that  it  must  be  evi- 
dent to  every  gentleman  that  a  debate  on  the  subject  of 
Texas  would  necessarily  come  up  on  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic bill,  where  an  amendment  would  be  proposed  for 
the  salary  and  outfit  of  a  minister  to  that  country.  It 
was  also  Mr.  C's  intention,  with  the  assent  of  the  House, 
on  disposing  of  two  other  bills,  to  call  up  that  bill,  and  he 
therefore  hoped  gentlemen  would  postpone  the  discus- 
sion uf  this  subject  till  then.  Let  them  go  on  with  the 
public  business  in  the  mean  time,  for  they  all  knew  that 
on  the  last  day  of  the  session  they  could  do  nothing  in 
the  way  of  original  action  on  bills  under  the  orders  of 
the  House. 

With  regard  to  the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  it  was  no  doubt  intended,  and  it  was  desi- 
rable, to  get  as  much  unanimity  upon  them  as  possible; 
and  he  therefore  trusted  the  debate  would  be  confined, 
in  the  first  instance  at  least,  to  the  proposed  amendment 
to  the  appropriation  bill.  These  resolutions  might  be 
left  to  the  last  day  of  the  session,  when  they  would  be 
taken  up  as  a  matter  of  course. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  in  reply,  reminded  the  gentleman 
that  these  resolutions  had  no  connexion  whatever  with 
the  aflfairs  of  Texas,  and  he  hoped  they  would  not  be 
drawn  into  conjunction  with  that  subject  at  all.  They 
bad  been  kept  disconnected  by  the  committee,  nor~was 
even  the  word  ** Texas"  once  mentioned  in  the  report; 
but  Qur  grievsnces  upon  Mexico  were  placed  upon  otbtr 


and  distinct  grounds;  and,  whenever  the  resolutiooB  came 
up,  he  truated  that  the  subject  of  Texas  would  not  be 
involved  with  that  of  Mexico.  Mr.  H.  was  willing  to 
adopt  any  course  that  might  be  deemed  most  convenient 
by  the  Housei  and  be  would  therefore  move  to  make 
the  subject  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday 
next. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  rejoined.  The  House  had  Fri- 
day, (thtsday,)  Saturday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday,  which 
was  all  the  time  left  for  the  passage  of  the  appropriation 
bills;  and,  under  these  circumstances,  he  thought  the 
gentleman  ought  not  to  press  his  motion,  or  to  desire  its 
adoption.  On  Tuesday  night,  at  12  o'clock,  they  would 
be  precluded  from  sending  any  bills  from  the  House  to 
the  Senate,  and  they  had,  consequently,  but  four  days 
remaining  to  dispose  of  the  whole  of  the  public  business, 
including  all  the  appropriation  bills.  Even  to-day  and  to- 
morrow \\^  were  obliged  to  set  aside  all  the  private 
business,  V^consider  that  of  a  public  character.  He 
earnestly  hoped  nothing  would  interpose  between  the 
necessary  and  indispensable  business  of  the  country. 

After  some  conversation  between  the  CHAIR  and  Mr. 
HOWARD,  on  the  effect  of  his  other  motion,  Mr.  H. 
moved  that  the  report  be  printed,  and,  with  the  resolu* 
tions,  lie  on  the  Speaker's  table  as  an  unfinished  report. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  said  he  would  not  undertake  to 
say  that  there  was  any  manner  of  connexion  between 
the  proposed  course  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  in  regard  to  that  of  Mexico  and  that  which  related 
to  our  connexion  with  Texas;  but  he  had  the  honor* 
some  days  ago,  to  lay  on  the  table  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  from  the  executive  department  of  any 
communications  that  may  have  passed  between  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  General  Santa  Anna. 
Now,  Mr.  R.  did  apprehend  that  it  might  be  of  great 
importance  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  the 
war-making  power,  to  know,  if  any  thing  had  transpH 
red,  what  had  transpired,  between  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  the  constituted  authority, .as  be  (Mr. 
R.l  presumed  he  was,  of  the  Mexican  republic.  They 
did  not  know  but  that  General  Santa  Anna,  if  he  were 
really  at  the  head  of  the  Mexican  Government,  and 
should  remain  so,  in  gratitude  for  his  reception  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  might  be  disposed  to 
render  the  most  perfect  justice  in  regard  to  the  griev- 
ances against  that  country;  and  if  he  succeeded,  as 
seemed  probable,  in  ag^in  attaining  the  office  of  Ex- 
ecutive of  Mexico,  we  might  indulge  the  reasonable  ex- 
pectation that  the  friendly  relations  between  the  two 
countries  would  be  amicably  restored,  and  our  grievan- 
ces fully  redressed.  With  that  view,  Mr.  R.  appealed 
to  the  chairnoan  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations^ 
to  know  from  him  if  they  might  hope  to  receive  any 
communication  of  what  had  transpired,  if  any  thing  had 
transpired,  between  General  Santa  Anna  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  Such  a  communication  might 
have  a  very  important  bearing  upon  the  subject  then  be- 
fore the  House,  and  he  thought  it  would.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  report  and  resolutions  before  the  House,  be 
had  no  objection  to  consiJer  them  at  as  early  a  day  aa  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  or  the 
House,  might  desire;  but  he  asked  that  they  might  first 
be  put  in  possession  of  the  information  called  for  by  his 
resolution,  of  any  communicationo,  if  any  there  bad  been, 
between  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  and  General 
Santa  Anna. 

Mr.  R.  would  make  one  other  remark.  Many  of  the 
complaints  against  the  Mexican  Government  had  origina- 
ted under  the  administration  of  General  Santa  Anna — at 
least  so  he  apprehended;  and  there  was  thence  greater 
reason  to  hope  that  our  relations  with  Mexico  might 
continue  to  remain  pacific. 

Mr.  HOWARD  did  not  wish  the  House  to  engsge  in 
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a  lengthy  debate,  and  be  therefore  moved  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  report  and  resolutions 
till  to-morrowi  which  was  agreed  to.  • 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENOy  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole,  (Mr.  Smith  in  the  chair,) 
on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  « the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year 
183r." 

The  amendment  pending  was  an  amendment  of  Mr. 
FxTToir,  making  an  appropriation  of  $150,000  for  ar- 
reart  of  pay  due  to  the  Tennessee  volunteers  raised  on 
the  10th  of  December,  1813,  and  discharged  on  the  10th 
December,  1813. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  expressed  the  hope  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  might  not  press  this  amendment 
at  the  present  time,  when  they  had  but  a  few  days  left 
to  get  through  with  the  annual  appropriation  bills,  but 
that  he  would  leave  it  for  the  consideration  of  Congress 
when  it  should  have  more  time  to  make  inquiries  into 
the  aubject. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  concuved  in  opinion 
with  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  He  thought  they 
ooght  to  have  more  time  to  consider  this  claim.  The 
Committee  of  Claims,  having  had  the  subject  under  con- 
aideration,  had  agreed  that  the  claim  should  lie  over  for 
acme  time,  so  that  there  might  be  an  opportunity  of  lay- 
ing before  them  the  necessary  evidence  in  the  case;  the 
paper  discharging  the  troops  might  perhaps  yet  be 
found,  and  then  the  claim  would  come  before  the  House 
properly  authenticated.  ^ 

Mr.  BELL  went  into  an  explanation  of  the  claim  at 
some  length.  The  troops  were  to  be  sure  discharged, 
but  they  were  afterwards  called  into  service,  and  served 
out  their  full  term  of  twelve  months,  and  consequently 
were  entitled  to  pay. 

Mr.  MERCER  disapproved  of  this  claim  entirely,  and 
contended,  that  if  the  principle  in  this  claim  was  admit* 
ted,  it  would  open  the  door  to  an  endless  class  of  claims, 
which  would  be  pressed  upon  Congress  from  year  to 
year.  The  same  principle  would  apply  to  the  regulsr 
army,  to  volunteers  and  militia,  who  might  be  discharg- 
ed before  their  term  of  service  expired,  and  by  this 
means  there  might  be  a  large  number  of  claims  of  militia 
called  oat  during  the  last  war  brought  before  Congress. 
After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  BELL,  the  amer.ament 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  amend  the  Senate's 
amendment,  by  adding  a  clause  appropriating  of  $100,000 
for  arming  and  equipping  the  militia  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STAND EFER  then  moved  an  amendment  of 
115,000  for  one  month's  pay  to  the  fifteen  companies  of 
Tenoesaee  volunteers  who  had  equipped  themselves, 
and  rendezvoused  at  Athens,  in  the  Slate  of  Tennessee, 
for  the  purpose  of  going  against  the  Seminoles/in  Florida. 
Mr.  STANDEFER  advocated  this  clsim  at  some 
length,  and  urged  upon  the  House  the  necessity  of 
granting  it. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  implored  of  gentlemen  not  to 
introduce  new  claims  at  this  late  stage  of  the  session,  as 
it  would  take  all  the  time  of  the  sessionMo  get  through 
With  those  claims  which  had  come  regularly  into  the 
House  through  committees. 
The  amendment  wss  then  disagreed  to. 
Mr.  DUNLAP  then  moved  an  amendment  allowing 
to  those  troops  of  Tennessee  who  bad  turned  out  under 
the  requisition  of  General  Gaines  the  same  sum  as  those 
troops  who  had  been  mustered  into  tlie  service  of  the 
United  States  and  immedUtely  discharged. 

After  a  few  remsrka  by  Mr.  DUNLAP,  the  amend- 
ment was  disagreed  to. 


Mr.  TOUCEY  moved  an  amendment  appropriating 
f  100, 000  for  the  payment  of  the  Connecticut  militia 
called  into  the  service  during  the  laat  war,  in  the  following 
cases:  First,  those  called  out  to  repel  actual  invasion. 
Secondly,  those  called  out.  under  State  authority,  and 
afterwards  received  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
And  thirdly,  where  they  were  called  out  under  the  re- 
quisition of  the  President  of  the  United^ States,  or  any 
other  officer  of  the  United  States. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  TOUCEY  and  CAM- 
BRELENG; the  amendment  was  disagreed  to:  Yeaa  52, 
pays  72, 

Mr.  McKAY  then  offered  an  amendment  appropria- 
ting $30,000  for  the  payment  of  the  North  Carolina  mi- 
litia in  similar  cases  with  the  above  amendment. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  TOUCEY  and 
WHITTLESEY  of  Ohio,  the  amendment  was  dissgreed 
to. 

Mr.  L  A  WLER  proposed  an  amendment  appropriating 
$15,000  for  one  month's  pay  to  the  Alabama  vohinteera 
called  out  under^  the  requisition  of  General  Scott,  but 
were  not  mustere'd  into  service,  owing  to  the  neglect  of 
the  United  States  officers. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  LAWLER,  the  amend- 
ment WAS  rejected. 

Mr.  OWENS  then  proposed,  as  an  amendment,  thst 
the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  to 
reimburse  the  State  of  Georgia  for  money^i  expended,  or 
to  be  expended,  by  said  State,  in  payment  for  the  ser- 
vices of  volunteers  in  the  Creek  and  Seminole  wars,  for 
losses  sustained  by  them,  and  medical  attendance  fur- 
nished them,  during  said  service,  or  in  going  to  or  re- 
turning from  the  place  of  rendezvous;  the  said  volunteers 
not  having  been  regularly  mustered  into  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  and,  under  the  existing  laws,  not  entitled 
to  pay;  but  authorized  to  be  paid  by  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Georgis,  Passed  26th  December, 
1836,  provided  that  good  and  sufficient  evidence  be  fur- 
nished the  War  Department  that  the  said  volunteers, 
in  said  act  designated,  have  been  paid  by  said  State,  in 
conformity  with  its  provisions. 

Mr.  O.  ssid  he  concurred  with  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  CAMaazLXve,] 
that,  at  this  late  period  ofthe  session,  nothing  should  be 
done  to  prevent  the  progress  of  the  bill.  Mr.  O.  did  not 
wish  to  embarrass  its  passage,  or  to  consume  the  time  of 
the  House:  he  proposed  the  amendment  from  a  sense  of 
duty,  and  to  satiafy  the  services  of  a  most  meritorioua 
class  of  citizens  wbo  were  volunteers,  and  engaged  in 
the  service  of  the  country,  and  who  performed  actual 
services  during  the  Seminole  and  Creek  wars,  but  who 
were  not  mustered  into  the  service  ofthe  United  States, 
and,  consequently,  under  the  existing  laws,  not  entitled 
to  compensation.  There  is  no  member  of  the  House 
who  will  not  readily  agree  that  volunteers  of  this  descrip- 
tion, and  wbo  performed  actual  and  important  services, 
at  a  period  when  the  savsges  were  carrying  on  their  cus- 
tomary barbarous  and  exterminating  warfure,  should  not 
be  permitted  to  sustain  the  losses  incurred,  and  receive 
no  compensation.  Most  ofthe  amendments  which  have 
preceded  that  offered  by  him  (Mr.  O.^  sre  distinct,  and 
have  not  the  claims  to  justice  upon  which  his  was  found- 
ed. The  volunteers  contemplated  by  them  are  those 
only  who  marched  to  the  pisce  of  rendezvous,  or  who 
were  o(\  their  wsy  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  re- 
turned home,  nt>t  having  been  engaged  or  been  parta- 
king in  the  strife;  but  the  volunteers  who  have  fought 
with  gallantry,  and  displayed  a  devotion  to  the  interest 
of  their  country  that  not  only  entitles  them  to  the  poor 
compensation  of  soldiers,  hut  the  eternal  gratitude  of 
the  inhabitants  of  that  portion  of  the  coontry  afflicted  by 
the  savage  inroads  of  the  enemy,  and  that  of  i\\^  repub- 
lic at  Isrge.    The  Legislature  of  Georgia,  taking  a  just 
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and  political  view  of  the  subject,  and  knowing  that  these 
volunteers  were  persons  the  least  able  to  bear  the  loss 
incurred  by  removal  from  their  occupations  and  homes, 
and  considering  them  <fully  entitled  to  compensation, 
have  passed  an  act  recognising  their  claims,  and  made 
provision  for  their  payment.  The  sums  so  paid,  or  to 
be  paid,  by  the  State,  the  object  of  the^ovendment  is  to 
have  reimbursed  by  the  Government.  A  claim  so  just 
and  meritorious  in  its  character,  he  (Mr.  O.)  cannot  per- 
mit himself  to  doubt  the  House  will  consider  its  duty,  as 
well  as  its  pleasure,  to  satisfy;  to  refuse  it  would  not 
only  be  unjust  to  the  State,  but  contrary  to  the  plainest 
dictates  of  national  policy.  It  would  be  saying  to  the 
citizen,  whenever,  in  a  case  of  alarm,  in  hostile  aggres- 
sion, he  rushes  to  the  defence  of  his  country,  or  to  the 
protection  of  his  neighbors,  unless  he  has  the  authority 
of  the  Government,  unless  he  is  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  no  matter  what  may  be  the 
services  performed  or  the  public  benefit  attaint,  he  is 
to  be  told  he  acted  upon  his  own  responsibility,  and  is, 
therefore,  not  entitled  to  the  consideratioi>  of  .Congress; 
that  he  only  did  his  duty  as  a  citizen.  If  the  House  ad- 
dress this  language  to  those  gallant  citizens,  who  are  not 
only  willing,  but  able,  to  defend  the  country,  the  conse- 
quence will  be,  that  none  but  those  who  are  compelled 
or  forced  by  law  will  be  found  to  marcli  in  defence  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  when  hostile  aggressions  are  made 
on  ^heir  persons  or  property.  It  would  seem  to  him 
(Mr.  O.)  to  be  the  interest  as  well  as  the  paramount 
duty  of  the  House  to  give  encoursgement  to  the  citizen 
at  the  first  warning,  at  the  first  summons  of  hostilities,  to 
place  himself  in  an  attitude  of  defence,  and  to  be  ready 
to  repel  aggressio^.  Encourage  their  ardor;  add  fuel 
to  their  patriotism;  but  do  not,  by*  a  misplaced  and  ill- 
judged  economy,  repress  both. 

Mr.  CAMBRELRNG  said  he  had  the  same  objection 
to  this  amendment  which  he  had  to  all  the  others.  It 
had  not  been  examined  and  reported  upon  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House. 

Mr.  ALFORD  made  an  earnest  appeal  tu  the  House 
in  support  of  this  amendment,  and  drew  a  glowing  pic- 
ture of  the  sufferings  of  the  citizens  on  the  frontiers  of 
Georgia  and  Alabama.  The  State  of  Georgia  had,  with 
a  noble  liberality,  paid  the  volunteers  who  had  rallied  to 
the  protection  of  .the  frontier  inhabitants,  and  it  was  but 
ri^ht  and  proper  she  should  be  reimbursed  for  this  ex- 
penditure. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Mr.  WHITTLESEY, 
the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  LOVE  submitted  an  amendment,  n>aking  it  the 
duty  of  the  Secretury  of  War  to  cause  the  pensioners  of 
the  United  States  to^be  paid  at  such  pension  agencies 
as  the  pensioners  themselves  might  designate. 

Mr.  L.  said  there  would  be  no  necessity  fur  this  amend- 
ment if  4he  officers  of  Government  would  do  their  duty; 
but,  as  they  would  not  do  this,  it  was  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  make  them  do  it.  He  then  went  on,  at  some 
length,  to  point  out  abuses  existing  in  the  State  of  New 
York  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  pensioners.  The  pen- 
sioners formerly  were  paid  at  the  city  of  New  York,  but 
it  ha  1  been  removed  to  Albany;  for  what  purpose  Mr. 
I.,  did  not  know,  unless  for  the  benefit  of  a  bank  at  that 
place,  in  which  partisans  of  tiie  administration  were  large 
btockholder?,  which  put  pensioners  to  considerable  ex- 
pense; whereas,  at  the  city  of  New  York,  those  pension- 
ers in  the  remote  parts  ot  the  State  could  receive  their 
pay,  free  of  expense,  through  their  merchants,  who  reg- 
ularly visited  New  York. 

Mr.  CAMBRELBNG  said,  if  they  went  on  at  this  rate, 
there  was  no  telling  where  they  would  end.  If  his  col- 
league had  been  as  anxious  to  get  this  alleged  abuse 
corrected  as  he  was  to  make  a  speech,  he  would  have 
brought|this  measure  before  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 


and  bad  it  properly  brought  before  the  House.  He  eon- 
•idered  that  they  were  more  accountable  for  the  speeches 
they  made  at  this  late  hour  of  the  session  than  for  any 
thing  else,  and  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  not  now  be 
pressing  upon  the  committee  their  new  claims. 

Mr.  TURBILL  replied  to  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Lots,] 
and  vindicated  the  Secretary  of  War  fiom  the  imputation 
caat  upon  him  by  the  gentleman.  Every  gentleman  who 
knew  the  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim  knew  that  be 
never  could  be  operated  upon  by  any  but  pure  and  pa- 
triotic motives;  and  the  insinuations  csSt  out  by  the  geni* 
tleman,  that  this  pension  agency  had  been  changed  for 
political  purposes,  was  gratuitous. 

After  some  remarka  by  Messrs.  WAROWELL  and 
LOVE,  the  amendment  was  rejected:  Yeas  38,  nays  98. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate,  as  amended,  were 
then  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  laid  aside,  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  House. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  committee  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBREL- 
ENG,  took  up  the  *'bill  nnaking  appropriations  for 
certain  fortifications  of  the  United  States,  fur  the  year 
1837. '» 

Mr.  CAMBHELENG,  after  a  few  words  of  explana- 
tion, moved  to  strike  from  the  bill  the  following  clause: 

<*For  incidental  expenses  attending  repairs  of  for- 
tifications, and  for  the  purchase  of  additional  land  in  their 
neighborhood,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars;"  which 
was  sgreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  moved  two  additional  items, 
as  follows: 

<*  For  fortifications  at  New  London  harbor,  Connecti- 
cut river,  $50,000." 

<*For  fortifications  at  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river, 
#40,000." 

Mr.  DUNLAP  opposed  it,  and  Mr.  INGHAM  and  Mr. 
HALEY  supported  it,  when  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  YELL  moved  an  amendment  appropriatinjf 
$50,000  for  the  completion  t>f  new  fortifications  on  the 
frontier  of  Arkansas,  in  addition  to  the  money  already 
appropriated;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PARKS  moved  an  am«:ndment  appropriating" 
$50,000  for  a  fortification  at  .the  mouth  of  the  river  Pe- 
nobscot. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  PARKS  and  HALL. 
of  Vermont,  the  amendment  waa  disagreed  to:  Yeas  59, 
nays  66. 

Mr.  PARKS  tlien  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
^ which  the  amendment  making  appropriations  for  fortifi- 
cations at  New  London  and  the  mduth  o^  Connecticut 
river  was  adopted,  as  above  atated. 

Mr.  INGHAM  said  that,  as  the  amendment  submitted 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
[Mr.  Cambbslikg]  contemplated  the  construction  of 
fortifications  at  two  different  points  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, he  was  desirous  of  making  a  few  remarks  in 
reference  to  its  proposed  reeenside ration,  though  it  was 
not  his  intention,  at  this  late  period  of  the  aesfion,  to  de- 
tain the  committee  with  a  lengthy  argument.     "  ' 

Th^  amendment  embracing  this  appropriation  (said 
Mr.  1.)  had  been  adopted  in  a  manner  too  decisive,  be 
had  thought,  t«  have  admitted  a  further  queation  of  its 
expediency.  Nor  waa  there  at  this  time  a  solitary  objec- 
tion tu  it  interposed.  But  the  gentleman  from  Maine, 
[Mr.  Pabks,]  failing  in  a  proposition  to  secure  the  con- 
struction of  a  similar  work  at  the  mouth  of  the  Penob- 
scot, in  his  own  State,  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  this  amendment  was  adopted.  Tbe  gen- 
tleman scarcely  objected  to  the  expediency,  the  impor- 
tance, and  even  the  necessity,  of  the  measure;  indeed,  it 
would  be  difficult  for  him  to  find  an  objection  entitled 
to  the  serious  attention  of  the  committeei  but  since  aa 
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Bppropmtion  for  ft  similar  work  in  Maine  had  been  de« 
nied,  therefore,  the  (^ntleman  proposed  to  retaliate  by 
doing  to  Connecticut  the  same  injustice  he  complained 
of  towards  his  own  State !  Leaving  the  honorable  mem- 
ber to  justify  this  course  as  his  own  sense  of  propriety 
might  dictate,  it  was  quite  certain  that  an  opposition 
originating  in  such  motives  would  hardly  commend  itself 
to  the  notice  of  that  House;  and,  unless  sustained  by 
more  weighty  reasons  than  (he  loss  of  an  appropriation 
for  another  object,  could  surely  meet  with  but  little 
favor. 

The  amendment  under  consid^Mtion  provided  for  the 
appropriation  of  $50,000  for  fortifications  at  New  Lon- 
don, aiid  #30,000  for  a  like  object  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Conqecticut,  as  a  defence  to  the  coast,  and  protection  to 
the  commerce  of  that  river  and  section  of  the  country. 
There  was  a  biH  before  the  House,  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs^  embracing  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  construction  of  a  new  public  work  at  New 
London,  but  it  had  no  reference  to  any  other  part  of  the 
Slate*  That  bill  also  related  exclusively  to  new  works 
not  yet  commenced,  embracing  no  provision  for  such  as 
bad  fallen  to  decay,  or  those  of  a  more  recent  dat^,  al* 
iready  in  progress,  but  not  completed.  A  bill,,precisely 
dentical  with  this,  was  reported  by  the  same  committee 
at  ttie  last  session,  but  not  acted  upon;  and  it  was  at  least 
problematical  whether  it  would  ever  receive  the  action 
of  Congress;  or,  in  the  event  of  such  action,  whether  it 
might  be  of  a  favorable  nature. 

In  view  of  these  circumstances,  and  of  the  defenceless 
condition  of  our  seaboard,  it  was,  early  in  the  present 
session,  thought  advisable,  by  one  of  Mr.  Ts  colleagues 
[Mr.  Hai.it]  and  himself,  to  call  the  special  attention  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  siibject.  They  accordingly 
addressed  to  him  a  written  ccHnmunication,  containing  a 
statement,  somewhat  in  detail,  of  the  facts,  and  request- 
ing that  suitable  measures  might  be  adopted  to  place 
that  part  of  the  coast  alluded  to  in  a  more  perfect  state 
of  defence.  After  full  consideration,  the  Secretary 
made  ft  response,  by  recommending  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  the  appropriations  contained  in  this 
amendment.  That  committee  approved  of  the  recom- 
mendation, and  subsequently  transferred  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  whose  more  Appropriate 
duty  it  was  to  report  the  necesssr)^  ftppropriations  for 
rebuildinsf  or  repairing  old  works,  or  completing  those 
already  commenced.  The  measure  was  likewise  ap- 
proved of  by  that  committee,  who  had  instructed  their 
chairman  to  report  the  necessary  appropriation  for  car- 
rying it  into  effect,  byway  of  amendment  to  the  general 
bill.  It  would,  therefore,  be  seen  that  it  had  received 
the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  of  two  of  (he 
standing  committees  of  the  House;  and  he  hesitated  not 
to  say  that  there  was  not  an  item  in  the  whole  bill  which 
had  been  subjected  to  an  examination  so  rigid,  or  which 
was  more  fully  sustained  by  the  united  opinions  of  those 
specially  charged  with  the  consideration  of  such  sub- 
jects. 

Nor  (continued  Mr.  I.)  did  this  proposition  rest  upon 
the  bare  opinions  of  Secretaries  and  committees,  valua- 
ble  and  conclusive,  in  the  opinions  of  many,  as  such  au- 
thority might  be.  A  mere  cursory  examination  of  the 
vicinity  in  which  it  was  proposed  to  construct  these  for- 
tifications, and  of  its  former  history,  would  alone  be  suf- 
ficient to  satisfy  any  one  that  no  part  of  the  country  was 
•o  destitute  of  protection,  and  that,  with  few  exceptions, 
none  bad  suffiered  more  severely  for  want  of  it. 

The  whole  southern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, from  Rhode  Island  on  the  east  to  New  York  on 
the  Wear,  bordered  on  the  wftters  of  Long  Island  Sound; 
ftifd,  throughout  the  whole  distance,  there  was  nothing, 
except  ftt  New  London,  deserving  even  the  name  of  a 
fortificfttion;  and  the  amount  which  had  been  expended 
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even  at  that  point  was  trifling,  compared  with  its  vast 
importance.  The  seaboard  contained,  in  a  succession 
of  towns  and  cities,  a  dense  and  wealthy  population,  pre- 
senting, by  their  ekposed  situation,  every  possible  mo- 
tive and  facility  for  invasion.  The  Sound  being  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  having 
Long  Island  en  the  south,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island, 
and  a  part  of  New  York,  on  the  north;  commanding, 
also,  the  entrance  to  the  Thames  and  Connecticut  rivers; 
furnishing  an  outlet  to  their  commerce  and  navigation, 
and  at  the  same  time  affording,  in  Gardner's  Bay  and 
other  harbors,  a  convenient  station  for  a  naval  force,  has, 
as  ft  favorite  resort  for  ships  of  war,  always  constituted  a 
valuable  and  desirable  point  of  acquisition  to  an  enemy. 
Such  was  the  fact  in  the  late  war,  and  in  that  of  the 
Revolution.  A  superior  naval  force  in  the  Sound  was 
always  sure  to  command  Long  Island,  and  is  thus  enabled 
to  occupy  its  numerous  bays  and  harbors  with  perfect 
security,  and  in  full  view  of  a  densely  populated  aea- 
board,  extending  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles,  with  innumerable  points  of  access,  and  destitute 
of  the  rtiost  limited  means  of  defence.  Indeed,  there 
was  no  portion  of  the  whote  Atlantic  coast,  of  an  equal 
extent,  so  liable  to  invasion.  In  some  sections  of  the 
country,  the  parts  bordering  on  the  sea  present  no  mo- 
tive for  attack;  at  others,  the  approach  of  an  enemy  is 
prevented  by  shoals  and  obstacles  of  a  similar  nature; 
and,  where  such  was  not  the  case,  the  dangers  of  an 
open  sea  in  the  rear  rendered  it  hazardous  for  ships  of 
war  to  land  an  armament,  and  await  its  return.  ^  In  that 
part  of  the  coast,  however,  for  whose  protection  (his 
amendment  provided,  no  such  difficulties  existed.  An 
enemy  had  simply  to  pass  around  the  eastern  extremity 
of  the  island,  (which,  notwithstanding  the  very  efficient 
means  of  defence  at  Fort  Adams,  could  be  accomplished 
without  difficulty,)  take  a  position  in  almost  any  part  of 
the  Sound,  or  in  the  bays  or  harbors  of  Long  Island,  and 
there  wait  in  security  an  opDorlunity  to  land  on  the  de- 
fenceless shore  at  the  north.'  By  embracing  a  favorable 
occasion,  a  force  such  as  could  be,  without  difficulty, 
furnished  by  two  or  three  ships  of  the  line,  might  land 
upon  the  cotfst,  obtain  possession  of  its  villages,  and 
complete  any  work  of  destruction  to  which  a  state  of 
hostility  would  point,  and  then,  under  cover  of  the  night, 
secure  a  retreat.  Their  power,  moreover,  would  not 
be  limited  to  the  immediate  seacoast.  The  Connecticut 
river,  in  the  absence  of  adequate  defence  at  its  mouth, 
offers  a  convenient  channel  for^toxtending  invasion  to  the 
interior.  The  navigation  of  the  river,  and  of  that  sec* 
tion  of  the  country,  which,  from  causes  of  frequent  oc- 
currence, was  oAen  impeded,  thereby  compelling  vessels 
to  occupy  a  station  within  a  short  distance  of  the  Sound, 
must  ever  present  a  mark  of  destruction  impossible  to  be ' 
overlooked.  The  consequences  of  such  exposure  are 
too  obvious  for  detail. 

Mr.  I.  said,  however,  he  might  be  excused  for  allu- 
ding to  the  amount  of  property  which  was  thus  con- 
signed to  the  forbearance  of  any- who  might  come  in  the 
character  of  an  enemy.  The  Connecticut  river,  at  the 
mouth  of  which  it  was  proposed,  by  this  amendment,  to 
erect  a  small  but  permanent  work  of  defence,  and  which 
ranked  as  the  most  important  in  the  Eastern  States, 
arose  near  the  limits  of  Canada,  and  extended  through 
the  whole  of  New  England  to  Long  Island  Sound.  It 
was  navigable  for  boats  two  hundred  and  fif^y  mile!*,  for 
sloops  and  ordinary  coasting  vessels  to  the  city  of  Hart- 
ford, and  for  vessels  of  a  much  Urger  class  to  the  city  of 
Middletown,  a  distance  of  nearly  forty  miles.  The  val- 
ley of  the  Connecticut,  through  which  this  river  passed, 
in  fertility  of  soil  and  capability  of  resources  was  scarcely 
equalled,  and  not  surpassed,  by  any  country  in  the  world; 
and,  in  addition  to  the  places  already  named,  the  banks 
of  the  river,  from  its  mouth  almost  to  the  confines  of 
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Canads,  preseot  a  series  of  populous  and  flourishing  vil- 
lages whose  inhahitants  have  embarked  their  capital  in 
a  manner  peculiarly  exposed  to  hostile  incursions. 

Ship-building  constituted  an  extensive  branch  of  en- 
terprise lo  those  residing  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
sound.  The  manufacturing  interests,  also,  in  that  part 
of  New  England,  were  of  superior  importance,  and,  in 
connexion  with  the  amount  of  property  invested  in  com- 
merce, were  obviously  deserving  of  attention. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Hali] 
had  thought  proper  to  oppose  this  amendment,  as  utterly 
unimportant^  but,  surely,  a  moment's  consideration,  roust 
satisfy  him  that  the  citizens  of  his  own  State,  and  all 
others  residing  near  the  banks  of  the  Connecticut,  had 
more  than  an  ordinary  interest  in  fortifying  the  harbor 
at  its  mouih — a  conclusion  at  which  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Grxshbll]  had  early  arrived,  and, 
from  the  time  of  its  intpduction,  given  it  his  efficient 
support.  The  commerce  of  that  river,  universally  ad- 
mitted to  be  extensive  and  important,-  was  the  joint  pro- 
duct of  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Connecticut.  It  afforded  the  only  channel 
through  which  the  various  articles  of  domestic  use  and 
consuniption,  and  the  raw  material  for  manufactures, 
were  earned  to  the  centre  of  New  England;  and  through 
whfch,  in  return,  the  produce  of  the  country  found  a 
market  in  the  Atlantic  and  West  India  ports. 

Such,  said  Mr.  I.,  were  the  interests,  and  such  the  sec- 
tion of  country,  which  would  be  left  exposed  to  plunder 
and  destruction,  in  case  of  a  war,  should  the  motion  of 
the  'gentleman  from  MBine  prevail.  They  had  been  re- 
ferred to  more  in  detail  than  he  at  first  intended;  but, 
without  some  definite  information,  gentlemen  from  other 
States  could  not  be  presumed  to  have  such  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  simply  local  facts  as  would  enable 
them  to  do  justice  to  the  question.  The  exposed  con- 
dition of  property  in  that  region  was  not  merely  imagi- 
nary. It  was  a  fiict,  undoubtedly  familiar  to  gentlemen 
from  Che  East,  that  the  want  of  suitable  defence  at  the 
precise  point  contemplated  had  been  the  occasion  of 
severe  suffering  to  a  portion  of  the  people  of  Connecti- 
cut. During  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  a  detach- 
ment from  the  British  squadron,  then  in  Long  Island 
Sound,  entered  the  Connecticut  river  under  cover  of  the 
night,  passed  up  a  distance  of  eight  miles  to  a  flourishing 
village  on  its  right  bank,  and  before  sunrise  the  next 
morning  burnt  twenty-one  sail  of  vessels,  many  of  them 
large  and  valuable  merchant  ships,  and  all  private  prop- 
erty, which  ordinary  prudence  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment would  have  furnished  with  adequate  defence. 
The  value  of  property  thus  destroyed,  in  less  than  two 
hours,  was  more  f4)an  sufficient  to  have  constructed  a 
fort  and  garrisoned  it  during  the  whole  war;  and  the 
question  now  recurred  whether,  with  millions  of  surplus, 
which  Congress  had  tasked  its  wisdom  in  endeavoring  to 
dispose  of,  they  would  appropriate  this  comparatively 
small  sum  fur  the  protection  of  so  large  a  branch  of  the 
commercial  interests  of  the  country. 

A  similar  state  of  affairs  might  ag^in  produce  similsr, 
or,  indeed,  far  more  disastrous  results;  and  he  trusted 
that  a  full  consideration  of  its  importance  would  satisfy 
gentlemen  of  the  necessity  of  some  legislative  action 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  I.  said  he  would  request  the  indulgence  of  the 
committee^  for  a  few  moments  to  the  remaining  point 
contemplated  by  the  amendment — the  harbor  of  New 
London,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames.  In  the  report  of 
the  Chief  Enginefer,  communicated  to  this  House  on  the 
30th  of  March,  1836,  «*New  London  harbor"  is  said  to 
be  *<  highly  important  to  the  commerce  of  Long  Island 
Sound;  and  as  a  port  of  easy  access,  having  great  depth 
of  water,  and  easily  defended,  is  an  excellent  station  for 
the  navy.    It  is  valuable,  also,  as  a  shelter  for  vesseli 


bound  out  or  home,  and  desirous  of  avoiding  a  blocka- 
ding squadron  off  Sandy  Hook."  Indeed,  sir,  said  Mr. 
f.,  this  harbor  is  one  of  the  most  eligible  for  ships  of 
war  on  our  maritime  frontier,  and  would  be  invaluable 
to  an  enemy  invading  that  part  of  the  coasts  It  is,  or, 
in  more  appropriate  terms,  ought  to  be,  defended  by 
Forts  Griswold  and  Trumbull.  The  latter  is  an  old  and 
imperfect  work,  though  in  a  state  of  tolerable  preserva- 
tion, and  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  harbor,  near 
its  mouth.  At  that  place  a  garrison  is  constantly  main- 
tained. Fort  Griswold,  on  the  opposite  side,  is  in  a 
dilapidated  condition,  Mid  has  not  been  garrisoned  since 
the  late  war.  From  its  elevated  position,  it  ia  a  work  of 
superior  importance <  commanding  not  only  the  cUy  and 
harbor  of  New  London,  but  a  direct  approach  to  it^ ad- 
junct. Fort  Trumbull.  While  the  defence  and  security 
of  this  harbor  have  always  been  admitted  a  matter  of 
primary  importance,  comparatively  nothing  haa  been 
done  towards  effecting  it.  In  June,  1813,  the  frigate 
United  States,  and  her  prize,  the  Macedonian,  entered 
the  harbor  for  protection.  They  were  closely  pursued 
by  a  British  squadron,  under  Commodore  Hardy,  wbicb 
was  met  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  kept  in  check 
until  the  ships  could  be  removed  a  greater  distance  up 
the  river,  and  there  moored  in  safety.  The  further  ad- 
vance of  the  British  squadron  was,  for  several  days,  re- 
strained, through  apprehensions  of  danger  from  the 
two  forts,  whose  real  and  absolutely  defenceless  condi- 
tion was  not  discovered  by  them  until  some  time  subse- 
quently. But  the  fact  is  material,  as  exhibiting  the  ne- 
cessity of  such  constructions,  and  the  probable  safety 
that  would  have  resulted  from  them  in  a  state  of  perfect 
defence.  The  inhabitants  of  the  immediate  vicinity 
were  more  thoroughly  apprized  of  their  true  condition. 
Lest  the  enemy  should  land  in  sufficient  force  to  obtaia 
possession  of  the  blockaded  ships,  the  militia  were  call- 
ed out  in  their  defence,  and  the  citizens  of  Connecticafc 
may  alwsys  recur  with  pride  to  the  readiness  with  which 
that  call  was  answered.  It  is  a  fact  in  hiatory,  which  re« 
fleets  upon  them  the  highest  honor,  that  when  the  pub- 
lic armed  ships  of  the  United  States  were  left  defence- 
less within  their  limits,  they  relinquished  political  hos- 
tilities, never  before  equalled  in  bitterness,  and  united 
in  defending  them.  The  presence  of  those  ships  with- 
in her  territory  proc^iced  dangers,  annoyances,  and  in* 
vasions  which  Connecticut,  in  every  probability,  would 
otherwise  have  escaped.  Attacks  upon  our  vilbiges, 
the  plunder  and  destruction  of  private  property,  and 
constant  alarms  and  skirmishes  with  the  enemy,  were» 
through  the  want  of  suitsble  fortifications,  the  conse- 
quence of  protecting  the  national  vessels.  But  they 
were  protected,  and  retained  in  security,  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  Our  claims  for  these  services  have  been 
sleeping  in  the  public  archives  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  neglected  and  forgotten;  and,  sir,  these  are  the 
services,  and  these  the  militia,  which  you  have  this  day 
solemnly  voted  never  to  remunerate. 

Large  appropriations  have  been  expended  by  the 
General  Government  in  the  construction  of  fortificationa 
at  most  of  the  important  stations  in  the  Union,  but  it  is 
a  source  of  regret  to  find  the  State  of  Connecticat  ao 
entirely  overlooked. 

The  amount  appropriated  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, from  1791  to  1833,  for  fortifications  in  Massachusetts, 
is  $607,698  46.  In  the  State  of  New  York,  $3,504,413  15, 
and  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  from  1791  to  January 
1st,  1837,  $1,220,268  40.  By  reference  to  the  expend- 
.  itures  for  similar  objects  in  Connecticut,  it  will  be 
found  that,  during  the  same  period,  they  amount  lo  only 
$79,196  29.  Including  the  sppnipriations  lor  the  pres- 
ent year,  this  discrepancy  is  still  further  increased.  A 
bill  on  your  table  which,  liberal  as  it  is  in  expenditures 
in  other  States,  1  shall  still  vote  for,  believing  tbem  to 
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be  expenditure!  which  the  defence  of  the  country  re- 
quires, containi  a  further  epproprifttion  of  $100,000  for 
Port  Ad4ai%  at  Newport,  and  a  timihir  amount  for  Fort 
Schuyler,  on  Throjf 'i  Point,  New  York.  But  the  quea- 
tton  nttarally  arises,  why  this  difference  exists {  why 
Rhode  Island,  with  a  seacoast  of  on!y  about  forty  miles 
in  extent,  shares  so  KberaHy  in  the  public  favor;  and 
Connecticut,  with  more  than  ninety  miles  of  coast,  more 
exposed  in  situation,  and  containing  interests  at  least 
equally  demanding  attention,  obtains  no  share  in  those 
distributions. 

In  reference  to  the  expenditures  for  these  objects,  in 
the  States  alluded  to,  I  wish  not  to  be  misunderstood. 
Their  public  utility  and  importance  is  readily  admitted. 
The  objection  is  to  another  branch  of  the  subject;  to 
that  partial  legislation,  which  can  see  the  necessity  of 
fortifications  in  one  State,  and  become  conveniently 
blind  when  its  attention  is  directed  to  another. 

It  is  indeed  true,  as  suggested  by  gentlemen  during 
the  discassion,  that  a  work  of  this  description  can  be  of 
no  great  practical  utility  in  time  of  peace;  but  the  same 
is  true  of  one  half  of  the  navy,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  fortifications  throughout  the  country.  The  whole 
system  is  one  of  precautionary  measures,  adopted  in  an- 
ticipation of  future  events,  which,  whether  they  are 
ever  to  occur,  is  a  matter  of  contingency. 

The  motion  was  further  debated  by  Messrs.  PARKS, 
MERCER,  CAMBRELRN6,  and  VANDBRPORL. 

The  hour  of  three  o'clock  having  arrived,  the  House 
took  a  recess,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  yeMerday, 
until  half  past  four  o'clock. 

EvEiniro  Ssssioir. 

Pursuant  to  the  order  adopted  on  Thursday,  the 
House  resumed  its  session  at  half  past  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
and  again  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Smith  in  the  chair,)  and  pro- 
ceeded with  the  consideration  of  the  **  fortification 
bill." 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pabks 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  an  item  of  appropriation 
for  the  fortifications  at  New  London  and  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Connecticut  river,  in  the  State  of  Conneettout,  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  PARKS  went  on  to  demonstrate  the  superior 
claims  of  the  mouth  of  the  Penobscot  to  the  Connecticut, 
recomoftended,  as  it  had  been,  by  the  War  DepsHment, 
and  by  the  peculiar  vicinity  of  the  State  of  Maine  to  a 
foreign  country,  bounded  only  by  a  line  of  140  miles  by 
the  Union,  but  by  500  miles  on  the  British  frontttr.  He 
ndveited  to  several  incidents  during  the  late  war,  where- 
in the  exposed  situation  of  that  point  wis  made  evident, 
and  its  importance  proved,  to  show  that  there  was  no 
spot  upon  the  whole  Atlantic  coast  that  more  required 
sn  expenditure  than  that  did— quoting  the  opinion  of 
Commodore  Morris  to  that  f4ct,  and  referring  to  the  bill 
reported  some  sessions  since  by  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  lost  in  the  House  only  because  it  could 
not  be  reached. 

Mr.  PBARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  had  voted  for  the  ap- 
propriation for  New  London,  and  gave  his  reasons  for 
doing  so.  He  insisted  that  the  cases  of  Portland  and 
New  London  were  not  analogous.  The  latter  was  an 
old  work,  but  not  even  the  ground  was  broken  for  the 
former.  In  reference  to  New  London,  there  ought  to  be 
no  question,  nor  could  any  appropriation  be  miKle  of  so 
much  importance  to  so  many  interests  as  for  that  point. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  adverted  to  the  little  that  had  been 
hitherto  done  for  the  State  of  Connecticut,  up  to  this 
time.  There  had  been  appropriated  for  fortifications 
altogether,  up  to  the  year  1833,  upwards  of  #16,000,000^ 
out  of  which  there  has  been  expended  for  foniflcations 
in  that  State  the  small  wm  of  only  #79,000,  from  the 


foundation  of  the  Government  to  the  present  time.  It 
wss  in  evidence  that  that  State,  in  the  last  war,  had  her- 
self expended  more  in  defending  the  commerce  from  the 
British,  than  the  whole  aum  expended  in  her  defence 
by  the  General  Government,  and  that  money  had  never  ' 
yet  been  returned.  The  importance  of  the  points  pro- 
posed was  unquestionable,  and  had  been  again  and  again 
recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  the 
engineers  of  the  United  States,  the  War  Department  it- 
self, and  now  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  proposed  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine,  but  surely  the  failure  of  his  suc- 
cess presented  no  good  reason  for  defeating  an  object 
against  which  nothing  could  be  said. 

Mr.  GRBNNELL  went  into  an  expose  of  the  impor- 
tance this  place  had  always  been  held  in  from  its  earliest 
foundation,  as  far  back  as  the  year  1635,  down  to  the 
Revolution.  It  was  the  second  port  built  by  the  British 
settlers  on  this  continent,  and  had  always  been  cherished 
by  them  as  the  key  almost  to  New  England.  What  bad 
been  suffered  during  the  late  war  in  consequence  of  the 
neglect  at  the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut  river?  Twenty 
vessels  destroyed  at  one  time,  with  an  immense  amount 
of  property,  all  for  wAnt  of  proper  fortificationa. 

Mr.  McKAY  was  opposed  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
mouth  of  Connecticut  river,  because  no  survey  had  been 
made  for  that  purpose..  He  auggested  that,  when  the 
bill  came  into  the  House,  that  part  of  the  amendment  be 
diasgreed  to. 

Mr.  C  AMBRELENG  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  hoping  the  whole  amendment  would  not 
be  reconsidered,  but  strike  out  the  latter  branch  of  the 
amendment  in  the  House.  The  first  branch,  being  for 
an  old  work,  came  properly  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Committee  of*  W^ys  and  Means,  but  this  did  not  ap- 
ply to  the  item  for  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to,  without  a  di« 
vision. 

Mr.  JAR  VIS  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by 
which  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Parks,  appropriating 
#50,000  for  fortifications  at  the  mouth  of  Penobscot  riv- 
er, was  rejected,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail:  67  to  76. 

THE  DISTRIBUTION  QUESTION. 

'  Mr.  BELL  ssid  be  rose  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the 
attention  of  members  to  a  few  facts  connected  with  the 
subject  under  consideration,  and  with  the  subject  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  expenditurea  of  the  Government  gen 
eralfy,  which  he  thought  were  either  unknown  to  many 
honorable  members,  or,  if  known,  had  not  reeeived  that 
attention  which,  from  their  extraordinary  nature,  they 
were  entitled  to  receive  from  the  representatives  of  the 
people  and  the  guardians  of  the  public  interest. 

The  fact  that  the  permanent  expenditurea  of  the  Gov- 
ernment had  been  doubled  in  amount  within  a  few  years 
past  hadf  been  noticed  heretofore.  I  wish  (said  Mr.  B.) 
to  bring  to  the  notice  of  honorable  gentlemen  another 
most  improper  and  unprecedented  anomaly  in  the  action 
of  Congress  upon  the  subject  of  the  appropriation  and 
expenditure  of  the  public  moneys.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  have  given  their  ssnciion  to  appropri- 
ations, for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  amounting  to 
upwards  of  thirty  millions,  if  I  have  not  made  some  mis- 
take in  the  estimate  of  this  smount.  Besides  these,  there 
are  other  bills  reported  by  the  standing  committees  of 
the  House,  which  will  swell  them  to  about  thirty.five 
millions — an  amount  but  little  short  of  the  appropriations 
to  the  same  objects  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 
Uo  the  members  of  this  House  know  what  proportion  of 
the  appropriationa  of  the  last  year  remains  unexpended' 
The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Comihittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  has  told  us  that  the  present  bill  appropriates  about, 
nine  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  fortifications}  and  that. 
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he  contends,  ought  to  be  voted,  because  it  does  not  ex- 
ceed the  usual  amount  annually  appropriated  to  the  same 
objects.  Sir,  it  is  true  that  this  does  not  exceed  the 
amount  usually  appropriated,  but  the  honorable  gentle* 
man  has  omitted  to  inform  us  that  there  was,  on  the 
Ist  of  January,  a  balance  of  upwards  of  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  remaining  in  the  Treasury  of  the  appro- 
priations of  the  last  year  to  the  same  objects,  besides  be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred  thousand  in  the  bands  of 
the  disbursing  officers  yet  unexpended.  He  has  neg- 
lected to  inform  us  that,  in  fact,  about  nine  hundred 
thousand  dollars  of  the  last  year's  appropriations  to  for- 
tifications remain  to  be  expended  during  the  present 
year;  for  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  work  upon  the 
fortifications  has  not  been  persisted  in  to  any  great  ex- 
tent during  the  winter.  Thus,  sir,  instead  of  the  amount 
proposed  to  be  applied  to  this  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, during  the  present  year,  we  propose  to  apply 
double  that  amount.  Is  .there  any  thing  in  the  present 
high  pricea  of  labor  and  materials,  any  thing  in  the  great 
demand  for  laborers  of  all  kinds,  or  is  there  any  thing  in 
the  present  prospect  of  peace  with  all  nations,  which 
calls  for  this  unusual  amount  to  be  applied  to  fortifica- 
tions? Are  we  not  pushing  these  works  too  rapidly  to 
admit  of  solid  constructions?  But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  I 
do  not  attach  much  importance  to  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject. Not  only  double,  but  treble  and  quadruple  the 
amount  of  these  appropriations  can  be  expended  by  the 
Government,  if  it  is  found  necessary  in  order  to  increase 
appropriations — if  we  shall,  by  our  imprudent  compliance 
with  the  demand  of  the  Executive,  encourage  a  race  be* 
tween  appropriations  and  disbursements — if  the  appro^ 
priationa  are  to  be  increased  according  to  the  ability  of 
the  Government  to  expend,  or  rather  waste,  aa  much  as 
this  House  shall,  from  year  to  year,  be  found  wilting  to 
appropriate.  I  repeat,  if  this  shall  be  the  measure  of 
our  appropriations,  we  need  not  care  bow  large  they  are, 
they  will  all  be  expended. 

Mr.  CAMBRELGN6,  in  answer  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bbli.,]  in  relation 
to  excess  of  appropriations  in  the  Treasury,  said  he  had 
only  to  remark  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  deception 
in  relation  to  those  appropriations*  because,  although 
the  money  was  in  the  Treasury,  in  most  cases  the  works 
for  which  it  was  appropriated  were  already  under  con* 
tract.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  w^re  at  one 
time  of  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 
They,  knowing  that  there  were  large  amounts  of  mon- 
ey on  band  in  the  Treasury,  made  inquiries  at  the 
proper  departments,  and  ascertained  that,  although 
'  there  was  a  surplus  on  hand  at  present,  yet  the  proba- 
bility waa  that  the  appropriations  would  fall  short  du- 
ring the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  C.  then  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  a  report  from 
the  engineer  department,  showing  the  objects  for 
which  the  appropriations  were  required,  which  showed 
that  all  the  appropriations  proposed  in  the  bill  would  be 
needed  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  advocated  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  on  the 
ground  of  its  recognising  a  system  of  permanent  distri- 
bution, from  which  he  (Mr.  W.)  could  see  no  possible 
evil  that  could  result. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  having  voted 
for  the  deposite  act  of  the  last  session,  and  intending  to 
vote  against  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  he  felt  it  due  to  himself  briefly  to  state 
the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  vote  aa  he  now  intend- 
ed to  do.  He  said  that  he  felt  no  regret  for  the  vote 
which  he  gave  for  the  deposite  act  of  the  last  session { 
he  not  only  felt  no  regret,  but  was  well  satisfied  that  the 
^  vote  was  right  and  proper*  such  a  one  as,  under  like 
*  circumstltnce^  be  would  give  again.    Wheo  the  depos- 


ite act  passed,  there  was  a  large  actually  existing  aiir* 
plus  in  the  Treasury,  which,  upon  every  reasonable 
data  of  calculation,  would,  by  the  close  of  the  year, 
amount  to  about  forty  milliona  of  dollars,  and  which  had 
since  been  ascertained  to  be  forty-two  millions.  Upon 
every  reasonable  basis  of  estimate,  the  accruing  revenue, 
down  to  the  year  1843,  would  be  equal  to,  and  perhaps 
more,  than  what  ought  to  be  the  actual  wants  and  ex* 
penditurea  of  the  Gofernment.  In  this  state  of  things, 
this  immense  amount  of  revenue  would,  without  aome 
disposition  of  it,  remain  unemployed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Federal  Government,  or  be  employed  by  the  deposite 
banks  for  their  individual  profit.  He  said  he  need  not 
say  that  he  thought  it  too  dangerous  to  permit  such  an 
immense  amount  of  unappropriated  money  to  remain  for 
so  long  a  time  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  unem- 
ployed for  any  public  purpose}  that  he  would  not  trust 
this  Government  with  such  immense  means  of  patronage 
and  corruption,  be  it  adminiatered  by  whom  it  might. 
There  is  nothing  so  dangerous  in  its  employment,  or 
corrupting  in  its  use,  as  money)  and  he  did  not  regard 
any  Government  so  inflexible  in  its  virtue,  or  so  far 
above  the  reach  of  temptation,  as  to  trust  it  unnecessa- 
rily with  means  of  so  extraordinary  and  dangerous 
temptation. 

He  said  that  he  was  clearly  convinced  of  the  proprie* 
ty  of  this  sentiment,  from  the  fact  that  this  Government, 
not  the  executive  adminiatratioo,  but  the  Government, 
was  daily  making  rapid  advances  in  the  exercise  of  pow- 
ers, and  the  increase  of  expenditure  and  patronage,  not 
warranted  by  the  constitution,  and  dangerous  to  the 
rights  of  the  States  and  the  liberties  of  the  people.  In 
appropriations,  which  were  daily  aought,  for  bays,  har- 
bors, roads,  canals,  and  other  like  aubjects,  many  of 
them  of  a  trivial  and  unimportant  character,  were  indi- 
cated a  continued  increase  of  the  expenditures  of  this 
Governipent,  and  conaequently  the  enlargement  of  its 
sphere  of  patronage,  of  a  most  fearful  character)  indi- 
cations which,  he  candidly  acknowleged,  were  at  war 
with  those  principles  of  economy  and  simplicity  which 
should  never  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  administration  of  this 
Government.  He  begp^ed  every  gentleman  to  look  at 
the  progress  of  expenditure,  and  the  indications  of  the 
future,  from  bills  now  pending,  and  be  admonished  of 
the  necessity  of  a  more  vigilant  ^watchfulness  over  the 
taxing  and  appropriating  power  of  thia  Government. 

He  said  he  was  unwilling  to  leave  thia  immense  amount 
of  money,  improperly  and  unnecessarily  collected  from 
the  tax-paying  part  of  the  community,  in  the  possesion 
of  the  deposite  banks,  to  strengthen  their  meana  of 
speculation,  always  of  a  demoralizing  tendency,  and  im- 
prove their  profita  at  the  expenae  of  the  people)  profits 
which  would  annually  exceed  two  millions  of  dollars. 
Between  these  two  alternatives  and  that  of  a  deposite  in 
the  State  treasuries  a  choice  was  to  be  made)  either 
choice  was  an  evil,  and  the  choice  was  between  evils. 
He  voted  to  plsce  the  funds  in  the  State  treasuries,  be- 
cause, in  doing  so,  he  voted  to  take  this  immense  means 
of  temptation  to  prodigal  and  extravagant  expenditures, 
of  corrupting  tendency,  from  this  Government,  and  took 
from  the  banka  the  means  of  extended  speculations  and 
enormous  profits  on  money  not  belonging  to  them,  but 
properly  belonging  to  the  people,  and  placed  the  sur- 
plus revenue  where  its  profits  could  be  employed  by  the 
State  Governments  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  from 
whom  it  had  been  unconstitutionally  drawn.  The  sur- 
plus was  then  an  actual  existing  evil,  tangible  in  form 
and  shape,  produced  by  accidental,  uncontrollable  cir^ 
cumstances.  For  this  evil  a  remedy  was  necessary)  the 
remedy  which  was  applied,  although  an  admitted  evil» 
was  the  least  which  could  be  applied  to  such  a  danger- 
ous disease. 

He  said  be  would  remark  one  thing:  that  among  all 
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the  objections  which  had  been  urged  to  that  measurei 
from  whatever  sourcei  I  hey  came,  none  had  recom- 
mended a  better  remedy  for  the  existing  evil.  Mr.  G. 
said  that  the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to  vdte  for 
the  bin  of  the  last  session  did  not  now  exist;  then  there 
was  an  actusl^xisting  surplus^  now  there  was  none;  the 
amendment  proposed  was  in  anticipation  of  a  surplus. 
He  would  not  take  so  important  and  dangerous  a  step 
until  the  evil  actually  existed  to  render  it  necessary;  he 
would  not  anticipate  it,  for  he  hoped  and  believed  it 
would  not  exist,  and  the  adoption  of  this  amendment 
might  prevent  the  reduction  of  the  tariff,  the  proper 
remedy  for  a  surplus.  He  said  that,  according  to  the 
estimates  of  the  Treasury  Department,  the  revenue  of 
the  current  year  would  be  about  twenty-five  millions  of 
dollars. 

Of  the  appropriations  for  the  last  year,  $14,000,000 
would  be  chargeable  upon  the  revenue  of  the  current 
year,  on  account  of  the  operation  of  the  deposite  act.  The 
estimate  of  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  current 
year  Is  #35,000,000.  He  did  not  doubt  that,  although  it 
should  not,  it  will  be  more,  which  will,  taking  these  es- 
timates to  be  true,  leave  a  deficit  to  be  drawn  from  the 
depo&ites  with  the  States;  but  admitting  the  estimate  to 
be  too  low,  as  to  the  receipts  from  the  public  lands,  and 
that  they  will  equal  the  last  year's  sales,  then,  under  any 
circumstances,  the  surplus  will  not  exceed  $8,000,000. 
In  addition  to  this,  be  said  it  was  proper  to  remark  that 
large  appropriations  might  yet  be  required  to  suppress 
Indian  hostilities,  and,  if  he  did  not  mistake  the  signs  of 
the  times,  large  appropriations  might  be  necessary  <o 
meet  a  conflict  of  a  far  more  formidable  and  expensive 
character  than  any  which  we  have  had  with  the  Indian 
tribes.  For  these  reasons,  if  he  had  no  other,  he  said 
he  ahoutd  vote  against  this  amendment. 

Mr.  G.  said  that,  when  he  voted  for  the  deposite  act 
of  the  last  session,  be  voted  for  it  as  being,  what  it  pro- 
fessed to  be,  a  mere  deposite  act,  and  not  a  distribution 
act  in  disguise,  as  it  had  been  frequently  characterized; 
nor  did  be  intend  to  adopt  the  principles  of  that  bill  as  a 
system;  for  if  the  deposite  principle  is  to  be  adopted  as 
a  system,  he  would  prefer  the  constitutional  principle 
proposed  by  a  distinguished  Senator  from  South  Caroli- 
na, as  more  just  and  more  equal  in  its  operation.  He 
said  that  he  was  utterly  and  entirely  opposed  to  the  dis- 
tribution principle;  it  was  corrupting  in  its  operations 
and  dangerous  in  its  tendencies. 

If  the  system  be  adopted,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that, 
under  our  indirect  and  insidious  system  of  taxation,  the 
State  Oovernments  would  ultimately  look  to  this  Govern- 
ment for  the  means  of  conducting  their  domestic  works 
and  sustaining  their  domestic  institutions;  that  they  would 
make  diligent  and  active  search  for  every  possible  sub- 
ject of  expenditure,  until,  finally,  the  people  and  the 
State  Governments  would  cease  to  watch  the  pecuniary 
operations  of  the  Federal  Government  with  their  accus- 
tomed vigilance,  and  make  no  effort  to  arrest  its  march 
to  consolidation,  and,  finally,  be  ingulfed  in  its  corrupt- 
ing influence.  The  demands  of  the  States  would  be  met 
by  corresponding  taxation  here,  and  a  surplus  produced 
for  the  purpose  of  distribution.  He  regarded  this  sys- 
tem, as  many  distinguished  gentlemen  had  heretofore 
regarded  it,  the  most  dangerous  and  corrupting  which 
could  be  incorporated  into  our  legislation. 

Mr.  O.  said  that  the  true  remedy  was  to  reduce  the 
taxation  of  the  people  to  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
and  the  wants  of  the  Government  to  the  most  economi- 
ical  expenditure;  economy  and  simplicity  being  essen- 
tial to  purity,  and  purity  to  the  maintenance  of  republi- 
can institutions.  He  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  must  come 
to  it  I  we  must  reduce  the  expenditures  of  this  Govern- 
ment and  the  taxes  of  the  people;  this  they  will  compel 
you  to  do,  if  they  properly  regard  their  rights  and  their 
liberties. 


Sir,  this  Government  has  no  right  to  burden  the  tax- 
paying  community  to  raise  a  aurplus  for  any  purpose  of 
distribution  whatever.  The  money  beyond  the  demands 
of  the  Government  is  most  secure,  and  most  equally  dis- 
tributed, by  remaining  in  the  pockets  of  its  rightful  own- 
ers, (the  people,)  from  whence,  by  the  constitution,  it 
ought  not  to  be  drawn  except  for  constitutional  objects. 
He  said  he  could  not  anticipate  but  with  the  most  fearful 
apprehension  any  system  which  should  prevent  the  States 
from  relying  upon  their  own  resources  for  their  domestic 
purposes,  and  cause  them  to  rely  upon  this  Government. 
He  could  not,  under  any  circumstances,  sanction  such  a 
principle.  He  thought  there  was  a  salutary  lesson  af- 
forded in  the  scramble  which  bad  been  produced  in  some 
of  the  State  Legislatures  for  the  disposition  of  their  por- 
tions of  the  surplus  given  to  them  under  the  first  experi- 
ment. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  had  another  strong  objection  to  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bbli..]  It  was,  in  effect,  a  de« 
posite  law,  sought  to  be  ingrafted  upon  a  simple  appro- 
priation bill,  embracing  subjects  totally  distinct  and  dis- 
similar in  their  characters;  upon  the  same  principle,  a 
tariflT  or  any  other  incongruous  law  might  be  ingrafted 
upon  an  appropriation  bill,  and  produce  the  greatest 
confusion  upon  the  statute  book.  He  thought  that  there 
ought  to  be  the  greatest  possible  system  and  congruity 
attainable  in  the  framing  of  our  laws.  If  he  were  other- 
wise favorable  to  the  amendment,  he  would  not  vote  for 
its  adoption  as  an  amendment  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  was  ih  favor  of  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  because  the  object  of 
it  was  to  send  the  money  back  to  the  people,  instead  of 
keeping  it  in  the  vaults  of  the  deposite  banks,  to  enrich 
their  stockholders,  and  add  to  the  salary  of  their  agent 
at  Washington.  He  went  on  to  point  out  the  large  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  deposite  banks,  espedlily  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  within  the  last  year,  and  con- 
tended those  banks  were  selected,  and  favored,  with  a 
view  to  aid  the  administration  in  carrying  out  its  politi- 
cal viewa.  He  then  contrasted  the  amount  of  public 
money  on  deposite  in  the  banks  in  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore,  Cincinnati,  and  Michigan,  and  attribu- 
ted this  difference  more  to  the  fact  that  some  of  those 
banks  paid  a  contribution  to  an  agent  at  Washington, 
and  some  did  not,  than  to  any  thing  else;  and  invariably, 
said  lie,  those  banks  who  pay  a  good  sum  to  an  agent  get 
the  largest  amount  of  deposite.  He  feared  there  was 
some  improper  influence  at  work  in  the  selection  of  these 
banks,  and  therefore  he  wished  the  source  of  corrup- 
tion to  be  removed;  and  he  considered  this  proposition 
as  the  best  means  of  removing  it. 

Mr.  GARLAND  then  asked  the  permission  of  his  friend 
from  Kentucky  to  explain;  which  being  granted,  he  said 
that  the  selected  banks  for  the  deposite  of  the  public  mon- 
ey were  not  restricted  as  to  the  amount  of  deposites  which 
they  might  receive  by  the  amount  of  their  capital  previ- 
ous to  the  deposite  act  of  the  last  session,  and  that  lev- 
eral  of  them  had  an  amount  on  deposite  equal  to,  if  not 
beyond,  their  capital;  that,  by  the  deposite  act  of  the 
last  session,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  bound  to 
withdraw  from  any  bank  the  excess  of  public  deposites 
beyond  three  fourths  of  their  capital,  and  to  place  the 
eicess  in  some  other  bank.  This  act  rendered  it  neces- 
sary,  during  the  last  summer  and  autumn,  to  make  many 
selections  of  new  banks.  This  was  particularly  neces- 
sary in  New  York,  because  more  than  half  the  revenue 
from  imports  is  collected  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  transfers  which  were  made  necessary  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  deposite  act  did  not  necessarily  take  effect 
immediately,  but  in  the  usual  periods  of  all  transfer^, 
having  reference  to  the  amount,  and  the  distance  the 
money  was  to  be  sent.    Mr,  G.  said,  if  his  friend  from 
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Kentucky  would  put  himself  to  the  trouble  of  goings  to 
the  Department  and  examining  the  "proceedings  of  the 
Department,  he  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  that  this 
matter  was  all  right  and  proper,  and  that  the  law  bad 
been  executed  without  any  reference  to  electioneering 
purposes  whatever,  hut  in  perfect  good  faith. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  having  inquired  what  were  Mr. 
Oarlahd's  views  as  to  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands — 
Mr.  GARLAND  said  he  would,  without  hesitation,  an- 
swer the  question,  as  he  had  no  wish  to  conceal  any  opin- 
ion he  entertained.  He  said  that,  in  ail  the  acts  of  cession 
of  the  public  lands  from  the  States,  he  regarded  the  inten- 
tion of  the  cessions  to  be  to  create  a  common  fund  for 
the  common  benefit  of  the  States,  to  be  applied  to  the 
general  benefit  of  all  the  States  in  their  federative  char- 
acter, and  not  for  the  individual  use  of  any  single  State, 
or  for  distribution  among  them,  in  equal  portions,  fur 
their  separate,  unconnected,  individual  use.  He  re- 
garded the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  as 
•constituting  a  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  country,  to  be 
disposed  of  in  the  same  way  and  under  the  same  consti- 
tutional restrictions  as  revenue  derived  from  any  other 
source;  that,  tu  the  principal  tax-paying  States,  this  ap- 
propriation of  it  was  most  beneficial,  as,  to  that  amount, 
it  would  diminish  the  onerous  efl^ct  of  the  present  op- 
pressive tariff.  He  said  that  he  was  opposed,  upon  con- 
stitutional grounds,  to  giving  away  a  single  acre  of  the' 
public  lands,  or  one  dollar  of  its  proceeds;  that  he  was 
opposed  to  any  pre-emption  bill  upon  principle;  and  that 
he  preferred  selling  the  public  lands,  restricting  inordi- 
nate speculations,  bringing  into  the  Treasury  the  pro- 
ceeds, and,  to  their  amount,  reducing  the  revenue  from 
imports. 

Mr.  MANN  submitted  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, providing  that  the  deposite  should  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  ratio  of  representation  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resefffatives  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  M.  asked,  whbre  was  the  necessity  of  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.^  Or  had  the 
gentleman  any  data  upon  which  to  estimate  the  amount 
of  money  to  be  appropriated  under  that  proposition? 
And  could  they  adopt  it  without  that?  The  gentleman 
should  have  done  what  was  dune  by  an  honorable  Sena- 
tor— introduced  it  at  an  early  period  of  the  session;  for 
this  amendment  and  that  bill  were  identical.  If,  how- 
jever,  it  ahould  be  adopted,  Mr.  M.  bad  prepared  his 
amendment  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  one  of  the  great- 
est constitutional  outrages  that  had  ever  taken  place 
since  the  formation  of  this  Government— indirectly  done, 
to  be  sure,  but  not  the  less  grievous.  By  the  dlistribu- 
tion  law — for  he  would  call  it  by  its  right  name,  it  was 
"  distribution,'*  though  a  mental  reservation  had  been 
made  by  the  use  of  the  word  '*  deposite"— the  people 
of  the  large  States  had  been  sacrificed  to  the  interest  of 
those  of  the  small  States.  He  was  opposed  to  distribu- 
tion in  any  way  whatever;  and,  even  if  his  amendment 
should  be  incorporated  in  the  provision  under  consider- 
ation, it  would  still  be  open  to  all  his  objections,  though  it 
would  render  it  less  unjust  in  its  operation.  He  expressed 
his  surprise  at  such  a  measure  coming  from  the  quarter 
it  did.  What  had  become  of  the  once  cherished  State - 
right  doctrines?  Where  the  doctrine  of  a  strict  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution^  Was  it  the  design  to  continue 
the  present  oppressive  system  of  taxation,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  collecting  large  amounts  of  money  from  the  peo- 
Jile,  to  distribute  it  back  in  an  unequal  ratio,  with  the 
OSS  to  the  whole  people  of  the  enormous  expenses  of 
collection^ .  He  entered  his  solemn  protest  against  the 
whole  principle. 

Mr.  GIDEON  LEE  said  he  rose  first  to  correct  the 
error  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  He  charges 
that  the  distribution  of  the  public  money,  under  the  law 
of  June  last,  has  been  made  with  pol.tical  viewS|  with 


party  purposes  and  motives,  and  cites  the  history  of  the 
removal  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

He  informs  us  that,  immediately  prior  to  the  election^ 
the  funds,  which  had  long  been  deposited  in  but  three 
banks,  on  the  eve  of  the  election  were  distributed  among 
eleven  banks;  and  he  asks  what  motive  but  party  mo- 
tives could  have  induced  the  removal,  when  three 
banks,  or  one  bank,  could  have  kept  the  money  quite  u 
safely. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  facts  are  briefly  these:  you  collect 
seventeen  millions  of  revenue  in  that  city;  twelve  mil- 
lions lay  in  the  three  deposite  banks  on  the  date  of  the 
passage  of  the  distribution  bill  in  June  last.  I  deem  it 
most  improper  and  improvident  to  leave  such  large  sums 
in  any  bank,  amounting  to  the  double  of  their  aggregate 
capital;  so  this  Congress  held;  and  one  of  the  material 
essential  provisions  of  the  deposite  bill  waa  that  no  bank 
should  hold  an  amount  of  public  money  exceeding  three 
fourths  of  the  capital  of  such  bank.  The  whole  amount 
of  the  bank  capital  of  that  city  is  nominally  eighteen 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars;  several  of  those  banks 
would  not  take  it.  I  myself  advised  one,  in  which  I 
have  some  interest,  not  to  accept  the  trust;  it  must  soon 
be  repaid;  it  was  soon  to  be  dtstribated;  the  receiving^ 
bank  would  certainly  loan  it;  it  would  g^t  invested  in 
Western  lan<is  or  city  lots,  or  India  voyages,  gnd  could 
hot  be  reached  in  time. 

Well,  sir,  seven  millions  and  a  half  must  be  remoTcd, 
besides  the  large  daily  accruing  revenue;  the  law  was 
imperative;  the  coercion  of  the  Taw  was  the  motive,  and 
imt  party  politics,  as  the  gentleman  alleges,  which 
distributed  the  money  from  three  to  eleven  banks.  I 
know  the  facts  as  to  the  city:  party  have  no  view  or 
influence;  the  law  made  the  distribution;  and,  so  far 
as  I  have  made  myself  acquainted  with  the  distribution 
in  all  the  State,  and  I  have  spent  much  time  and  pains  to 
inform  myself,  no  equal  sum  of  money  was  ever  removed 
w'ah  so  much  skill,  cure,  and  prudence. 

No  financier,  perhaps,  was  ever  employed  in  a  task  so 
delicate  or  difficult;  compelled  by  law  to  remove  nearly 
forty  millions  of  money,  in  direct  violation  of  all  the  laws 
of  trade,  against  all  the  usual  currents  of  money.  Every 
financial  man  anticipated  deep  injury,  perhaps  ruin.  I 
call  on  every  financial  man  in  this  House  to  show  me 
how  Mr.  Woodbury  could  have  performed  this  anprece- 
dented  duty  with  less  injury  to  the  pecuniary  concerns 
of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  was  not  my  purpose  to  saj  a  word  on 
this  or  any  other  question.  We  have  but  a  few  remain- 
ing days,  and  I  feel  deeply  the  obligation  to  waste  no 
time  in  mere  words;  but,  being  on,  the  floor,  I  must 
briefly  notice  the  merits  of  the  question.  It  is  precisely 
another  distribution  bill.  I  shudder  at  a  second  distri- 
bution; though  I  feel  too  deeply  the  scenes  we  have  just 
passed,  or  now  passing. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  rarely  give  reasons  for  my  vote.  I 
shall,  however,  vote  against  this  amendment,  on  the 
ground  I  voted  against  the.  distribution  law  of  June;  it  Is 
the  same  thing;  my  views  are  unchanged.  I  vote  against 
it,  because  it  leads  to  the  collection  oV  money  which  the 
owners  had  better  keep  than  the  Government;  because  it 
levies  money  for  a  purpose  which  the  constitution  does 
not  warrant;  because  it  corrupts  our  election;  because 
members  of  Congress  will  be  chosen  in  reference  to  the 
amount  of  money  they  will  pledge  themselves  to  draw 
from  the  federal  cofi'ers,  and  plant  in  their  aevcral  dis- 
tricts— I  know  the  fact,  that  electioneering  on  this  prin- 
ciple is  now  in  process;  because  I  believe  that,  sooner 
or  later,  the  inevitable  effect  will  be  to  vote  as  little  as 
possible  for  federal  purposes:  to  withhold  from  the  army, 
the  navy,  the  fortifications,  the  proper  necessary  appro- 
priations, and,  finally,  render  the  Federal  Goyeroment  a 
mere  rope  of  sand. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  regret  (hat  the  time  will  not  ad- 
mit— I  feel  8o  solemnly  the  obligation  to  proceed  to  ac- 
tion—or 1  would  go  into  a  detailed  argument  on  this 
occasion— on  no  occasion  did  I  ever  desire  to  do  so 
more  strongly. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  could  see  no 
reason  why,  if  this  measure  was  wise  and  proper  at  the 
Isst  session,  it  is  not  so^now,  except  that  the  Executive 
hfts  since  openly  taken  ground  against  it— a  very  suffi- 
cient reason  to  some  gentlemen.     He  was  sure  that  it 
was  not  so  with  his  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Garlavd.] 
If  five  millions  was  the  sum  proper  to  be  left  in  the 
Treasury  last  year,  what  reason  is  there  to  require  more 
now?  If  there  is  no  surplus,  there  will  be  no  distribution. 
Mr.  T.  said  that  of  all  humbuggery,  in  this  age  of  hum- 
bugs, the  greatest  was  that  this  measure  would  corrupt 
the  States.     What  do  gentlemen  mean  when  they  talk 
of  corrupting  that  incorporeal  thing,  a  State?  They  must 
mean,  if  indeed  they  mean  any  thing,  that  it  will  corrupt 
the  people!     This  money  is  returned  to  the  Siates,  who 
have  an  unrestricted  control  of  It.     Has  any  one  ever 
broached  the  idea  of  the  States  corrupting  their  own 
people?     How   corrupt  them?     By  appropriating  this 
money  to  the  beneficent  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ment and  education?    Would  that  more  of  the  States 
were  thus  corrupted.     The  distribution  must  be  equal, 
and  fixed  by  positive  law.  There  will  be  no  discretion — 
no  power  of  discrimination~-no  power  of  granting  fa- 
vors.   Where  that  is  the  case,  there  can  be  no  puwer  of 
patronage.     The  nru>ney  must  be  distributed,  or  left  in 
the  Treasury,  to  be  distributed,  by  the  Secretary,  at  his 
good  wiil*and  pleasure.     l*bose  banks  which  are  most 
subservient  will  get  the  most  money.     In  these  times  of 
heavy  pressure,  wbst  power  do  you  not  give  your  Gov- 
ernment by  leaving  in  its  hands  fifteen  millions,  to  be  dis- 
tributed amongst  favorites?    Take  the  bank  officers, 
stockholders,  and  debtors,  in  any  community,  and  you 
take  four  fifths  of  the  influence  of  that  community)  and 
yet  gentlemen  profess  to  do  this  to  avoid  the  danger  ef 
corruption!     To  give  this  power  of  corrupting  to  those 
who,  every  body  knows,  have  the  will  thus  to  use  it. 
To  utter  such  a  proposition  without  a  blush,  certainly 
requires  sonus  power  of  countenance.     Mr.  T.  thought 
the  measure  one  of  the  greatest  strokes  of'  the  master 
mind  of  its  author.     Mr.  T.  would  be  willing,  to-day,  to 
acknowledge  an  indebtedness  for  his  State  of  ten  mil- 
lions, if  other  States  were  charged  proportionably.  What 
would^e  the  effect  but  this:  that  when  there  was  a  de- 
ficit of  revenue,  instead  of  taxes  imposed  by  this  body, 
ignorant  and  reckless  as  it  is  of  the  interests  of  the  dif- 
ferent sections,  the  revenue  will  be  raised  by  State  legis- 
lation—by those  who  understand  and  will  regard  the  dif- 
ferent interests  of  their  States — by  taxes  wisely  imposed 
with  referei^e  to  the  different  interests  of  their  people- 
bringing  us  back  to  the  principle  of  taxation  of  the  old 
confederation,  without  its  defects.    We  find  this  surplus 
in  the  Treasury.     What  is  to  be  done  with  it  is  the  sole 
question.     God  knows  that  he,  and  those  with  whom  he 
has  acted,  are  not  responsible  for  this  accumulation.     It 
has  never  been  objected  to  us  that  we  have  not  gone  far 
enough  to  reduce  the  tariff.     The  fault  charged  fb  us  is 
exactly  opposite.   There  is  a  beautiful  propriety  in  gen- 
tlemen now  talking  about  the  improper  accumulation  of 
this  money,  who,  in  the  struggle  against  the  tariff,  went 
in  solid  phalanx  for  that  absurd  and  odious  system. 

Mr.  CUARY  rose  and  siiid  that  he  did  not  know  why 
Michigan  and  the  banks  of  Michigan  should  so  often  be 
made  the  subject  of  attack  in  that  House.  At  the  last 
session  of  Congress  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Allah]  had  thought  proper  to  pronounce 
the  deposits  banks  of  Michigan  rickety  concerns;  but  no 
evidence  was  produced  In  support  of  the  charge.  On 
Ibe  present  occasion  they  bad  again  been  brought  to  the 


notice  of  the  House  and  the  country  by  another  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Usdkbwood.]  He 
said  he  thoughlsthe  attack  unnecessary  and  uncalled  fori 
He  was  free  to  say,  apd  prepared  to  demonstrate,^  that 
there  were  no  banks  in  the  country  estsblished  upon  a 
more  permanent  basis.  They  were  able,  at  any  moment, 
to  discharge  all  their  liabilities  to  the  Government,  with- 
out in  the  slightest  degree  affecting  theircredit.  if  their 
specie  on  hand  be  taken  as  a  standard  by  which  to  judge 
them,  this  would  be  found  to  compare  well  with  the 
banks  of  any  of  the  States,  even  those  on  the  Atlantic 
border.  This,  however,  showed  only  a  small  part  of 
their  ability.  Almost  every  bank  at  the  East  had  its  ps* 
per  in  their  vaults.  As  an  dlldence  of  their  ability,  and 
also  of  their  fidelity,  he  would  state  that,  within  tlie  past 
twenty  months,  they  had  paid  over  to  the  Government 
almost  $9,000,000,  and  they  had  paid  this  sum  with  a 
promptitude  which  commended  them  to  the  confidence 
of  the  whole  country.  He  hesitated  not  to  say  that  there 
were  no  better  banks  In  the  country.  He  defied  the 
whole  power  of  the  Government  to  affect  them.  The  - 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Uhdbrwood]  had  insin* 
uated  that  the  deposites  in  those  banks  were  suflfered  to 
be  larger  than  in  other  banks,  fur  the  purpose  of  having 
an  influence  upon  the  presidential  election  in  that  qtiar- 
ter.  He  need  state  but  a  few  facts  to  convince  the  gen- 
tleman of  his  error.  It  is  well  known  in  Michigsn  that 
the  officers  of  one  of  those  bsnks  call  themselves  the 
friends  of  this  administration,  and  yet  in  that  bank  there 
was  on  deposite  on  the  1st  of  December  only  $265,541; 
while  in  the  other  bank,  whose  officers  are  of  the  party 
of  the  gentleman  himself,  there  was  on  deposite,  at  the 
same  period,  $1,190,513.  If  this  be  the  wsy  in  which 
the  money  of  the  Government  is  used  for  political  pur- 
poses, it  certainly  was  not  calculated  to  produce  any 
very  favorable  results  to  the  present  administration.  It 
had  not  been  thus  used  in  his  State.  He  said  that  Whad 
tried  to  have  the  deposites  distributed  so  as  to  benefit 
some  of  his  own  political  friends,  but  had  not  succeeded. 
With  this  evidence  before  him,  he  was  bound  to  defend 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  the  insinuations  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  embraced  the  occasion  to  say  that  he 
was  opposed  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bbll,]  and  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Masit.]  On  no  ac- 
count could  he  be  induced  to  vote  for  a  distribution  of 
the  surplus,  on  the  basis  advocated  by  either  of  those 
gentlemen.  The  bill  of  the  last  session,  called  a  deposite 
bill,  but  in  fact  a  bill  of  distribution,  was  a  bill  of  abomi- 
nations. It  distributed  the  public  money  unequally,  un^ 
justly.  That  money  had  been  collected  from  the  people 
of  every  section  of  the  Union.  It  was  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury by  them,  not  in  the  proportion  to  their  respective 
representations  in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, nor  in  the  proportion  to  their  respective  represent- 
ation in  the  House  stone,  but  in  a  proportion  altogether 
at  variance  with  either.  It  had  been  drawn  from  the 
people  of  the  old  Ststes  and  the  new,  and  not  of  the 
States  only,  but  also  of  the  Territories,  and  in  proportion 
to  their  population  at  the  present  time.  To  distribute 
it,  ycu  went  back  to  the  census,  taken  six  years  sgo; 
thus  giving  money  to  the  people  of  the  old  States  which 
you  had  taken  from  the  people  of  the  new  States.  By 
that  act,  the  people  whom  he  had  to  represent  were  de- 
prived of  a  large  sum  of  money  which  had  been  pillaged 
from  them  when  they  were  unrepresented  upon  that 
floor;  when  they  were  denied  a  voice  in  the  national 
councils.  You  propose  now  to  re-enact  the  same  scene 
of  iitjustice.'  He  could  not  consent  to  it.  If  there  was  to 
be  another  distribution,  there  should  be  another  census, 
and  that  census  should  form  the  basis  of  the  distribution. 
in  that  way  alone  the  surplus  in  your  Treasur}*  would  be 
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returned  (o  those  who  had  paid  it  there.  In  that  way 
alone  could  justice  be  done  to  the  people  of  his  own 
State,  to  the  people  of  the  whole  Western  country. 

He  stood  there  not  to.«rou8e  sectional  prejudices. 
He  had  no  disposition  to  make  appeals  to  any  particular 
section  of  the  couniry.  It  was  the  duty  of  that  House  to 
legislate  for  the  whole  country;  and  he  was  ready  to  car- 
ry out  such  a  system  of  legislation.  If  the  Atlantic  coast 
needed  fortifications,  he  was  disposed  to  vote  for  them; 
and,  after  voting  to  expend  some  twenty  millions  uf  dollars 
on  that  border,  he  would  vote  for  all  legitimate  objects 
of  sppropriation  in  the  Western  section  of  the  country. 
He  had  voted  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  [Mr.  Inobam^  He  thought  it  ought  to 
prevail.  He  could  subscribe  to  all  that  had  been  sard  in 
favor  of  it.  He  would  also  vote  for  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Parks,]  for  he  consid- 
ered that  appropriation  necessary  also.  He  was  dis- 
posed to  vote  for  other  appropriations  for  works  along 
the  coast  of  that  State.  He  belie ve<i  it  ought  to  be  for- 
tified. We  had  a  question  of  boundary  to  settle  there, 
and  it  might  have  to  be  settled  by  a  resort  to  arms.  We 
ought  to  prepare  for  such  an  event.  He  would  vote  the 
fifty  thousand  dollars;  and,  if  that  was  not  sufficient,  he 
was  disposed  to  vote  a  still  greater  amount — for  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  if  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
called  for  it.  He  believed  it  would  be  needed  before 
the  question  of  boundary  was  adjusted  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Anterican  people. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  said  he  was,  in  general,  much  op- 
posed to  the  addition  of  new  clauses  to  an  apprt)priation 
bill,  after  it  bad  been  matured  by  the  proper  committee, 
particularly  such  as  introduced  matters  unconnected  with 
the  main  objects  of  the  bill.  This  mode  of  legislation 
often  left  no  alternative  but  to  adopt  a  questionable  or 
improper  principle,  or  reject  appropriations  essential  to 
the  i^blic  service.  But,  in  the  present  instance,  he 
should  overcome  his  repugnance,  and  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
BsLL.]  That  amendment,  it  was  true,  involved  a  very 
important  principle;  but  it  had  undergone  a  full  discus- 
sion; indeed,  it  had  occupied  the  attention  of  the  coun- 
try for  years  past,  and  had  received  the  deliberate  con- 
sideration and  sanction  of  Congress  at  the  last  session. 
He  presumed,  therefore,  that  every  gentleman  was  pre- 
pared to  vote  upon  it. 

Having  formerly  expressed  my  views  (said  Mr.  R.)  on 
the  propriety  of  distributing  the  surplus  revenue,  I 
should  not  now  have  risen  to  say  a  word  on  the  subject 
but  for  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Michigan, 
[Mr.  Crabt.]  That  gentleman  opposes  a  distribution, 
if  I  understand  him  correctly,  upon  the  ground  that  his 
State  has  contributed  more  than  her  just  proportion  to- 
wards the  revenue;  and  that  any  distribution,  therefore, 
by  the  ratio  of  representation,  or  of  actual  population, 
would  do  her  great  injustice.  How  is  this,  sir?  Upon 
what  principle  was  it  assumed  that  Michigan  has  paid  so 
much  more  than  her  due  proportion  into  the  public  Treas- 
ury as  to  be  unwilling  to  receive  her  proportional  part  of 
the  surplus?  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  gentleman 
considers  the  price  paid  by  the  people  of  Michigan  for  the 
public  lands  they  have  purchased  as  money  levied  in  the 
way  of  a  lax?  Then,  sir,  I  deny  the  justice  of  the  preten- 
aion.  The  people  of  the  new  States  have,  by  no  means, 
been  exclusively  the  purchasers  of  the  public  domain  lying 
within  their  respective  limits.  It  has  been  purchased,  and 
is  still  owned,  to  a  considerable  extent,  by  the  citizens  of 
the  old  Stales— New  York,  Virginia,  and  the  rest.  But 
suppose  this  were  not  so.  Is  the  ground  to  be  taken  that 
the  price  of  the  public  lands  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  forced 
contribution  to  the  revenue  ?  Have  not  the  purchasers  ob- 
tained a  full  equivalent  for  what  they  have  paid,  as  much 
as  if  they  had  purchased  from  private  proprietors?    Nay, 


sir,  as  is  suggested  near  me,  have  they  not,  on  an  aver* 
age,  realized  double  and  treble  the  amount  of  their  in« 
vestments?  Will  they  surrender  their  purchases?  Or 
will  they  set  up  a  title  both  to  the  land  and  the  money? 
No,  sir;  I  am  i»ell  persuaded  no  gentleman  here  will  ad- 
vocate so  monstrous  an  injustice.  The  old  States  freely 
gave  up,  for  the  sake  of  harmony,  a  princely  territory, 
upon  the  condition  simply  of  participating,  according  to 
a  stipulated  ratio,  in  the  benefits  to  arise  from  it.  They 
have  shown  in  this  that  they  were  capable  of  a  generous 
sacrifice  for  the  public  good.  But  they  can  never  ac- 
quiesce in  an  open  and  flagrant  violation  of  their  rights. 
Nor  can  their  Representatives,  should  such  an  attempt 
be  made,  sit  here  with  their  arms  folded  and  see  those 
rights  wrested  from  them  by  force  or  fraud.  It  would 
really  seem  as  if  this  Government  had  forgotten  the  na- 
ture of  their  tenure,  and  meant  to  dispute  the  title  under 
which  alone  they  acquired  and  hold  possession  of  that 
portion  at  least  of  the  public  domain  surrendered  by  the 
States.  We  constantly  hear  of  schemes  to  reduce  the 
price  below  the  fair  roaket  value;  to  yield  them  up  to 
those  who  have  lawlessly  entered  upon  them;  to  make 
even  an  unconditional  surrender  of  them  to  the  States  in 
which  they  lie.  There  is  not  one  of  these  schemes  that 
does  not  violate  the  compact  under  which  they  are  held 
by  the  United  States.  Let  me,  sir,  at  least  remind  you 
of  the  terms  of  the  grant  made  by  the  State  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent. 

After  dedicating  certain  portions  for  specific  objects, 
among  others  for  compensating  her  revolutionary  aol* 
diers,  whose  valor  bad  defended  them,  it  explicitly  de- 
clares that  the  whole  residue  shall  constitute  »  common 
fund,  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States,  Virginia  inclusive, 
in  proportion  to  their  contributions  to  the  public  ex- 
penditure. Upon  these  terms  alone  was  the  surrender 
made  and  accepted;  and,  so  long  as  the  proceeds  have 
been  required  to  meet  the  public  exigencies,  all  the 
States  have  enjoyed  the  benefits  contemplated  by  the 
deeds  of  cession.  But  for  some  years  past  the  increased 
demand  fur  land!*,  arising  from  the  rapid  settlement  of 
the  new  States,  and  an  inordinate  spirit  of  speculation* 
in  connexion  with  the  operation  of  the  tariff,  have  pour- 
ed into  the  Treasury  a  redundant  revenue,  which  the 
most  extravagant  appropriations  have  not  sufficed  to 
consume.  It  was  in  this  state  of  things  that  Congress, 
during  the  last  session,  felt  itself  imperiously  called  on  to 
make  some  disposition  of  the  immense  and  accumulating 
surplus  in  the  Treasury  among  the  several  states.  The 
ratio  adopted  may  not  have  done  exact  justice  to  eachf 
the  new  States  particularly,  owing  to  the  rapid  increase 
of  their  population  since  the  last  census,  have  not  receiv- 
ed the  proportion  to  which  the  ratio  of  federal  numbers, 
as  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  would  perhaps  entitle 
them.  But  still  it  was  a  beneficent  measure,  checking, 
as  it  did,  the  wasteful  extravagance  of  this  Government, 
and  restoring  to  the  people  what  justly  belonged  to 
them;  and  so  long  as  from  the  same  sources — the  pro- 
ceeds of  sales  of  the  public  property,  or  the  extortions 
of  an  unjust  tariflr--a  revenue  sballbe  collected,  more 
than  adequate  to  the  reasonable  wants  of  the  Government, 
so  long  will  I  continue  to  vote  for  restoring  the  surplus  to 
it8  lawful  owners.  I  heed  not  the  outCi7  raised  about 
the  corrupting  effects  of  such  a  measure.  The  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  is  a  mere  trustee;  and  the 
States,  so  far  at  least  as  respects  the  proceeds  of  the 
lands  they  ceded,  are  no  more  liable  to  be  corrupted 
from  receiving  what  is  due  to  them  from  t^e  United 
States,  than  if  it  were  due  from  France  or  England. 
They  solicit  no  favor;  they  demand  only  what  belongs  to 
them.  They  insist  only  upon  the  performance  of  the 
trust  this  Government  has  assumed,  and  which  it  would 
be  coerced  to  perform,  could  the  question  be  brought 
before  any  impartial  judicial  tribunal.    It  would  not  be 
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endured  for  a  moment  that  this  trustee  should  withhold 
property  from  its  rightful  owners,  upon  the  pies  that  it 
would  corrupt  them  to  receive  it.  There  is  vastly  more 
danger  in  leaving  the  funds  here,  than  in  distributing 
them  a:nong  the  States.  There  it  may,  and  1 4rust  will 
be,  applied  to  the  most  beneficial  purposes,  instead  of 
being  expended  in  a  psrtial  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment, or  corruptly  wasted,  used  through  the  bsnks  or 
(^erwise  in  political  jobs.  To  my  own  State,  especial- 
ly, which  hss  psid  so  much  towards  the  public  revenue, 
and  except  in  this  mode  of  distribution  has  received  so 
little  from  it,  I  should  hope  for  importsnt  benefits. 
Drained  as  she  is  of  her  population  and  wealth  by  a  con- 
stant emigration  to  the  West,  and  suflTering  under  the 
infliction  of  a  protecting  tarifl^,  the  public  lands  present 
resources  which,  judiciously  managed,  may,  for  many 
years,  relnvigorate  her  industry,  enable  her  to  carry  on 
the  local  improvements  in  which  she  is  now  extensively 
embarked,  and  provide  yet  more  liberally  for  the  edu- 
cation or  her  youth.  So  far  from  looking  with  appre- 
hension at  the  two  or  three  millions  poured  into  her 
treasury  under  the  act  of  the  last  session,  I  should  re- 
joice if  from  the  sales  of  the  public  domain,  of  which  she 
ceded  so  large  a  portion,'  she  could  for  a  century  to 
come  annually  receive  an  equal  amount.  Whatever 
may  be- thought  of  distributing  the  general  revenue,  the 
old  States  which  surrendered  their  lands,  none  can 
doubt,  have  a  perfect  right  Xo  participate  in  all  the  ad- 
vantages resulting  from  them.  They  were  ceded  by 
them  on  the  express  condition  of  such  participation. 
The  new  States,  at  least,  the  recipients  of  their  bounty, 
who  have  been  admitted  by  them  to  partake  of  this  com- 
mon stock  without  contributing  to  it,  will  be  among  the 
last,  I  should  hope,  who  will  ever  deny  their  claim,  it 
is  one  of  sheer  justice.  Did  I  not  think  it  so,  I  would 
not  urge  itt  for  it  is  my  pride  to  represent  a  State 
whieb  would  disdain  to  ask  or  to  accept  more  than  her 
due.  - 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  he  would  avail  himself  of  the  op- 
portunity to  express  to  the  House,  and  to  his  constitu- 
ents also,  the  reasons  that  would  govern  htm  in  his  vote 
on  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentlemsn  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  Bbll.]  He  said  he  was  more  willing  to  do 
so,  because  be  did  not  vote  on  the  deposite  question  last 
session,  when  that  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time.  He  wished  also  to  ssy  to  the  House, 
and  to  bis  constituents,  why  he  did  not  vote,  though 
present  when  the  question  was  taken  on  the  engross- 
ment, yet  not  present  when  it  passed.  He  voted  on  the 
question  of  amendment  to  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the 
Senate,  but  not  on  the  question,  Shall  the  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time'  He  preferred  the  bill  as 
amended  g^atly  to  the  Senate's  bill  before  its  amend- 
ment, and  voted  accordingly. 

Some  had  supposed  that  he  had  declined  voting  to 
conceal  bis  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  deposite  or  dis- 
tribution. A  few  day§  before,  incidentally,  in  speaking 
on  the  subject  of  the  land  bill  as  being  similar  in  princi- 
ple, he  had  expressed  his  opinion  on  distribution .  This 
showed  be  could  not  have  been  actuated  then  by  that 
motive. 

Actual  doubt,  and  no  time  given  to  discuss  or  reflect 
on  the  subject,  at  the  close  of  the  session,  and  under  the 
previous  question,  necessarily  put  on  account  of  the 
shortness  of  time  left,  and  the  great  press  of  other  busi- 
ness, prevented  him  from  voting.  Not  a  doubt  as  to  the 
nature  and  character  of  raising  money  for  the  purpose  of 
distribution  or  depositee  but  an  actual  doubt  whether  it 
would  aid  or  not  to  keep  up  the  protecting  duties— -the 
tariff.  He  had  no  doubt  but  that  we  had  the  right  to 
make  restitution  to  the  people  of  any  money  or  a  part  of 
any  money  of  which  we  might  have  robbed  them,  or  ob- 
tained from  them  by  any  means,  when  it  was  o?er  and 
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above  the  just  necessities  of  the  Government  to  supply 
its  necessary  and  economical  wants. 

To  reduce  the 'income  to  the  wsnts  of  Government, 
and  to  reduce  the  tariff  for  that  purpose,  had  been  strong- 
ly recommended  by  the  Executive.  It  was  generally 
expected,  on  all  hands,  that  it  would  be  cut  down  io 
some  degree.  It  was,  however,  then  thought  entirely 
too  late  in  the  session,  and  it  was  universally  said  that,  at 
the  commencement  of  this  session,  we  should  commence 
the  work  of  reduction  of  the  tariflTand  of  the  revenue. 
This  was  early  proposed  at  the  present  session.  Mr.  B» 
had  strong  hopes  and  some  fears  on  the  subject,  but  vo« 
ted  to  lay  bis  colleague's  resolution  [Mr.  Mshcbb's]  on 
the  table.  This  resolution  bought  to  relinquish,  on  the 
part  of  the  Federal  Government,  all  claim  to  the  money 
deposited  by  it  with  the  States.  Mr.  B.  did  not  know 
what  effect  this  measure  might  have  had  on  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  tariff,  or  on  reduction  generally  of  the  reve* 
nue.  The  very  able  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  the  chairman  of  which  Mr.  B.  knew  to  be 
professedly,  and  did  and  does  now  believe  to  be  sincere- 
ly* opposed  to  the  protecting-duty  system,  seemed  to 
brighten  the  prospect  for  reduction,  which  was  cheering 
to  Mr.  B.  and  to  the  country. 

But  now,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  we  are  again  at  the  very 
crumbling  brink  of  the  grave  of  another  session,  and 
nothing  is  done.  As  to  the  report  of  the  Senate,  it 
promised  little  or  notbingi  what  it  would  perform  of  that . 
little  he  did  not  know.  Between  letting  the  money  stay 
here,  and  the  deposite  bill  as  it  was  when  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  finally  passed — a  sad  alternative— Mr.  B. 
was  in  doubt.  Mr.  B.  has  none  now;  with  his  loss  of 
hope  of  reducing  the  tariflTand  the  revenue  to  the  wants 
of  economy  in  the  administration  of  our  affairs,  his  doubts 
have  vanished.  It  is  true  thst  tbe  present  Executive  has 
recommended  it,  and  the  President  elect  has  already, 
when  questioned,  declared  his  opinion  to  tbe  sameiteffect. 
Still  (said  Mr.  B.)  my  hopes  are  gone.  When  I  see  the 
system  of  partly  selling,  but  principally  giving  away, 
the  public  lands,  playing  into  the  hands  of  the  tariff  sys- 
tem—protective  system;  and  when  I  know  that  these 
are  the  only  means  of  increase  or  decrease  in  the  reve- 
nue on  the  imposts  and  lands,  unless  we  resort  to  direct 
'taxation,  I  despair.  They  are  the  arbiters  of  our  fate, 
and  they  4tre  in  tbe  hands  of  those  who  are  agreed  to 
take  care  of  those  two  systems,whatever  may  become  of 
us.  Sir,  (repeated  he,)  I  despair.  Tbe  Executive  can 
do  nothing  for  us,  let  him  try  ever  so  hard. 

This  system  of  one  tenth  >part  selling,  and  the  other 
nine  parts  giving  the  public  lands,  has  a  force  and  ope- 
ration in  it  that  has  wholly  escaped  me  heretofore.  I 
know  that,  last  session,  there  was  something  about  the 
business  that  I  could  not  see  through.  Whether  it  was 
want  of  vision  in  me,  or  whether  the  whole  subject  was 
a  muddy  stream,  impenetrable  to  the  human  eye,  I  did 
not  know.  But,  though  muddy  then,  it  is  now  as  clear 
to  me  as  the  mountain  limestone  water— the  pure  limpid 
fountain,  transparent  as  the  air. 

it  is  no  longer  a  muddy  pool  to  me.  No,  sir,  I  can 
now  see  a  pin's  head  and  point  in  ten  feet  water.  I  now 
see  we  shall  not  get  the  tariff  down,  we  shall  not  mate- 
rially reduce  the  revenue.  I  am  willing  (said  Mr.  B.)  to 
let  the  compromise  part  of  the  tariff  stand .  I  am  willing 
to  take  off  all  the  impost  duties;  I  am  willing  to  stop  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands;  I  sm  willing  all  or  any  part  of 
these  things  to  bring  down  tbe  revenue,  but  come  down 
it  must  for  me.  I  am  willing  to  suspend  all  tbe  rules, 
and  set  out  this  minute  and  spend  all  the  balance  of  the 
time  we  have  in  doing  it  in  a  manner  tbe  best  for  all 
concerned.  But  it  must  come  down,  and  that  imme- 
diately, (said  Mr.  B.,)  or  I  will  vote  to  send  any  part, 
or  all,  back  to  the  people.  If  I  cannot  get  all,  I  will 
send  what  1  can  get.    i  will  put  it  into  the  right  pock- 
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eti  ia  every  instance,  if  I  cant  I  will  come  as  near  as  I 
can. 

Mr.  B.  said  be  knew  it  was  unconstitutional  thus  to 
take  it  from  the  people  in  this  way,  and  would  be  so  to 
do  the  like  again,  and  so  it  would  be  to  keep  it;  and  so 
long  as  we  thus  continue  to  take,  I  will  continue  to  give 
back«  and  if  I  cannot  do  it  unconditionally,  I  will  lend 
it,  deposite  it.  Strange  thing,  this-^take  the  peoplo^s 
money  away  from  them,  and  then  lend  it  to  them.  But 
if  I  can  do  no  better,  I  must  do  that. 

We  cannot  stop  taxing  the  people.  How  absurd! 
Why  tax  them?  Why  sell  their  property?  Do  you  need 
money  to  carry  on  any  necessary  work?  No.  Any  debts 
to  pay?  Surely  none.  Well?  why  not  take  off  the  duties? 
We  are  answered  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Lawhsncb,]  whose  intelligence  is 
well  known,  and  whose  equanimity  of  manner  and  tem- 
per is  admirable;  the  even  current  of  whose  feelings  has 
never  been  rippled,  as  far  as  I  have  seen,  until  there 
was  a  report  made  proposing  to  take  off  some  of  the 
burdens  of  the  people-— take  off  a  portion  of  the  taxes. 
The  gentleman  immediately  was  horror-struck  at  such  a 
proposition*  And  why  not  do  it?  His  answer  is,  that  it 
will  ruin  our  manufactures.  1  did  not  know  I  had  any 
manufactures,  (said  Mr.  B.)  If  they  are  ours,  I  will 
ask  to  draw  my  share,  as  a  partner,  of  the  annual  profits 
and  proceeds.  Were  I  to  put  this  to  the  gentleman,  be 
would  be  struck  with  wonder  again  that  I  should  want 
to  draw  a  portion  of  the  profits  arising  from  his  manu- 
factures. When  you  are  taxing,  they  are  our  manufac- 
tures; «hen  you  go  for  part  of  the  profits,  they  are  my 
manufactures. 

That  gentleman  was  kind  enough  to  offer  a  wprd  of 
advice  to  our  constituents,  telling  them  a  thing  we  never 
would  tell  them:  how  much  better  it  was  tor  them  to 
pay  high  prices  and  taxes  than  low  ones  and  no  taxes, 
and  #ow  much  money  was  made  by  it.  I  will  return 
that  part  of  the  obligation  that  rests  on  me  as  a  slave- 
hdder  and  tobacco  planter,  and  whose  constituents  are 
generally  so,  by  sending  a  word  of  advice  to  bia  constit- 
uenta.  I  will  advise  them  never  to  miad  our  manufac- 
tures, so  far  as  to  pay  high  prices  or  taxes  for  their  sake, 
until  they  are  allowed  to  draw  some  share  as  owners  or 
partners.  This  word  <mr  manufactures  has  tiookwinked 
many  a  one;  as  many  in  the  North  as  in  the  South.  My 
life  (said  Mr.  B.)  to  a  ninepence,  if  a  man  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  owr  manufactures,  and  not  a  partner,  will 
offer  his  services,  and  publicly  explain  to  the  people 
their  profit  and  loss  in  mar  manufactures,  and  atand  to 
their  interest  with  integrity  and  faith,  at  the  next  elec- 
tions our  manufisctures  would  represent  the  interest  of 
theiMelves  at  home,  and  the  people  would  have  a  rep- 
resentative here  to  represent  their  interests  in  this  hall. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  B. ,)  there  are  some  rich  men  interested 
deeply  in  keeping  up  the  duties  and  taxes;  but  the  great 
mass  of  society  in  the  North  have  no  more  interest  in 
them  than  I  have.  But,  since  we  cannot  take  off  the 
duties,  let  us  stop  selling  the  Isnd.  Ruinous,  saya  the 
squatter,  to  me.  Well,  go  and  settle  on  it  till  1842, 
and  I  will  charge  nothing  for  Improvement,  and  give 
you  pre-emption.  This  will  ruin  me,  says  the  specula* 
tor  in  lands;  I  can  never  sell  out  my  purchases,  if  you 
do  this.  It  will  break  me  up,  says  the  half-sdl  half-buy 
system  interest. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  there  can  be  more  patronsge  ex- 
erted by  this  mode  of  using  the  public  lands  than  can  be 
by  means  of  all  the  honors  and  legitimate  revenues  put 
together.  See,  sir;  sell  a  thousand  dollars  worth  of 
land  at  reduced  prices — this  carries  but  one  thousand 
dollars  Into  the  Treasury.  Yet  there  may  be  favoritism 
in  it,  and  the  land  may  purchase  ss  much  patronage,  as 
much  power,  as  much  corruption,  as  much,  in  short,  of 
any  thing,  as  a  million  of  dollars;  for  the  land  may  be 


worth  that  sum,  and  oflen  is.  Yet  this  does  not  strike 
the  eye  like  an  outfit  to  France. 

If  we  sell  the  people's  land  for  the  best  price  we  can, 
it  is  a  thing  that  is  no  way  mysterious.  If^  we  offer  to 
give  it  away  to  the  States  and  Territories,  it  is  easily  un- 
derstood. But  if  we  offer  to  sell  for  less  than  we  can 
get  for  it,  it  is  hard  to  be  understood.  How  much  is 
gift,  and  how  much  is  sale?  Who  is  it  given  to,  and  in 
wlutt  proportions'  I  should  like  to  know  this.  I  know 
it  is  not  given  to  the  people  generally. 

If  a  man  have  a  thing,  he  has  the  undoubted,  indiipu- 
table  right  to  ^ive  it  away,  but  seldom  does  so.  He  has 
certamly  the  right  to  take  less,  when  he  sells  a  thing  of 
his  own,  from  one  n»an  than  from  another.  But  this 
must  be  to  a  favorite.  He  has  a  right  to  a  faworite,  and 
to  benefit  him  if  he  wish.  If  an  agent  or  trustee  bold 
property  for  sale  for  the  benefit  of  bis  principal,  to  save 
the  balance  or  enhance  its  value  he  might  give  a  part 
away.  He  might  even  give  away  the  whole,  to  aave  tbe 
owner  himself  Yet,  in  both  these  cases,  the  owner 
would  likely  wish  to  know  to  whom  it  has  been  given» 
and  how  much  was  given. 

But  suppose  your  agent  or  trustee  were  to  offer  to 
sell  your  property  for  less  than  he  knew  he  could  get, 
would  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  keep  him  or  dismiss  him? 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  close  by  reiterating  that  he  had 
no  hope  of  ever  getting  out  of  the  claws  of  these  two 
sys'ems — ^the  half -sell  half-buy  system,  mod  the  prelectr 
ing-duty  system— unless  he  could  break  up  the  alliance 
between  them;  and  perhaps  distribution  or  deposite  might 
do  that.  If  not,  the  case  is  hopeleas,  and  he  woukl 
send  as  much  home  to  the  people  as  he  could,  as  bein|^ 
the  best  hope  in  a  hopeless  case. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  to 
atoend, 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  he  should  vote  against  this  amend- 
ment, for  the  same  reason  that  bad  induced  him  to  sus- 
tain the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee — sin^ 
ply  because  that,  he  was  now  sure,  was  the  beat  we 
could  get,  if  we  got  that;  not  that  either  was  right,  or 
even  tolerable,  but  as  a  hard  caie  of  dire  necessity. 

Mr.  LANE  said  that,  as  soon  as  the  committee  should 
become  composed,  bo  that  he  could  be  heard,  he  would 
proceed  to  address  them  with  that  brevity  suited  to  tbe 
close  of  a  protracted  sitting  of  ten  hours.  He  was  not 
ambitious  to  address  a  wearied  and  impatient  audience. 
That  his  apology  must  be  found  in  tbe  injustice  of  the 
proposition  upon  which  he  is  called  upon  to  vote — a 
proposition  so  manifestly  oppressive  to  that  portion  of 
the  people  he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  that  to  give  a 
silent  vote  would  be  reckless  to  bis  own  duty,  and  re- 
gardless of  their  interests. 

Tbe  proposition  now  to  be  determined,imd  the  only 
one  in  order  for  debate,  is  to  distribute  the  surplus  rev- 
enue among  the  several  States,  agreeably  to  the  repre- 
sentation in  this  branch  of  Congress.  To  distribute, 
(said  Mr.  L.,)  because  no  one  believed  a  eent  of  it  will 
ever  be  called  for,. or  returned  by  the  States. 

The  money  proposed  to  be  divided  has  been  collected, 
not  from  tbe  old  States,  not  agreeably  to  the  repreaent- 
ation  in  this  House,  but  from  the  whole  people;  and, 
whether  regarded  as  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  or  upon  duties  upon  merchandise,  it  has  been  paid 
according  to  population,  not  representation,  in  direct 
proportion  to  the  amount  paid  for  land  and  the  con- 
sumption of  imported  articles.  That  if  any  dispropor- 
tion in  the  coliection  of  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
returned  to  the  people  exists,  it  is  because  the  people 
of  the  new  States  tiave  purchased  more  of  the  public 
lands  than  those  of  the  old. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Robbktboh]  has 
informed  the  committee  that  he  will  sustain  tbe  proposi- 
tion, in  order  that  his  constituents  may  participate  in  tbe 
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beneiltB  •risinfif  from  the  Bftleg  of  the  public  lands,  tnd 
prevent  them  from  being  t«ken  by  force  or  fraud. 

Sir,  (smid  Mr.  L.,)  the  people  of  the  new  States  ask 
for  nothing  unequal  or  unjust;  nor  would  they  tak6 
from  the  people  of  the  old  States  that  to  which  they  are 
not  entitled,  either  by  force  or  fraud,  nor  will  they  si- 
lently submit  to  be  plundered  by  the  old  States  upon 
this  floor. 

Sir,  while  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Robirtsoh]  is  so  liberal  in  attributing  force  and  fraud 
to  the  new  States,  is  he  aware  that  be  is  adfocatlng  a 
proposition  that  would  take  the  money  from  the  pockets 
of  the  people  of  the  new  States,  and  place  it  in  the 
pockets  of  his  own  constituents^  That  would  place 
millions  of  dollars  in  the  hands  of  the  people  of  the  old 
Sfates,  which  had  been  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the 
people  of  the  new,  not  by  force,  not  by  fraud,  but  by 
votes  upon  this  floor,  by  unjust,  unequal,  and  unconsti- 
tutional legislation^ 

The  white  population  of  Indiana  is  greater  than  that 
of  Virginia  or  Kentucky.  As  proof  of  this  fact,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  refer  the  committee  to  the  votes  polled 
at  the  late  presidential  election.  Indiana  gave  several 
thousand  more  than  Kentucky,  and  the  State  of  Ohio 
many  thousand  more  than  Pennsylvania;  yet,  sir,  this 
proposition  would  give  to  Virginia  three  times  as  much 
as  to  Indiana,  the  former  having  twenty^one  members  on 
this  floor,  the  latter  but  seven.  The  State  of  Kentucky 
would  receive  double  the  amount  paid  to  Indiana,  the 
bne  having  fourteen,  the  other  seven  membera  in 
this  House.  At  the  same  time,  no  gentlemen  would  risk 
his  reputation  for  veracity  by  saying  the  population  of 
Indiana  did  not  exceed  Kentucky,  or  that  the  people  of 
Indiana  had  not  contributed  more  to  the  sum  to  be  divi- 
ded thag  the  people  of  Kentucky.  So  with  Ohio;  she 
would  receive  one  third  less  than  Pennsylvania.  This 
disproportion,  tn  a  greater  or  less  degree,  would  hold 
good  with  all  the  new  States,  compared  with  the  old. 

Sir,  the  injustice  of  the  proposition  is  palpable  at  first 
bittshy  and  ought  not  to  receive  the  countenance  of  any 
honorable  man  on  this  floor.  Mr.  L.  said  he  put  it  to 
honorable  gentlemen  from  the  old  States  to  say  if  such 
a  proceeding  would  be  generous  or  magnanimous. 
What  is  the  principle  proposed  and  urged  upon  the 
committee.^  No  more  or  less  unjust  or  oppressive  than 
to  impose  taxes  upon  the  people  of  the  new  States,  ac- 
cording^ to  their  numbers,  per  capita,  beyond  the  wants 
of  the  Government,  and  then  return  to  Ike  people  of  the 
old  States,  not  only  what  had  been  taken  from  them,  but 
one  half  of  the  amount  taken  from  the  new.  In  other 
words,  to  return  to  the  people  of  the  new  one  half  the 
sum  to  which  they  were  entitled,  and  the  other  half  to 
the  old  States,  over  and  above  the  amount  tq  which  they 
sre  in  justice  entitled. 

To  call  this  force,  to  call  it  fraud,  would  be  terms  too 
mild;  it  would  be  oppression  in  the  exaction,  and  plun- 
der in  the  division. 

[Here  Mr.  RoBsaTSOir  ^Eplained.] 

Mr.  L..  said  be  was  aware  that,  by  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  all  direct  taxation  for  the  wants  of  the 
Government  had  to  be  made  according  to  the  represent- 
ation upon  this  floor;  and  that,  if  the  money  had  been 
drawn  from  the  States  in  that  manner,  such  a  division, 
such  a  return^  would  be  just,  because  equal.  That, 
however,  is  not  the  case;  the  money  to  be  divided  has 
not  been  drtijfn  from  the  States  in  that  proportion,  but 
according  to  population,  regardless  of  representation, 
here  or  elsewhere. 

Sir,  what  has  produced  such  an  extraordinsry  change 
in  the  opinions  of  honorable  members'  .A  few  yeara 
since  it  was  proposed  to  divide  among  the  States  the 
money  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  by  the 
Und  bill,   originating  with  a  distinguished  Senator  in 


another  part  of  thia  House.  It  passed  the  Senate  and 
this  House  by  sn  overwhelming  majority.  By  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  each  of  the  new  States  in  which  the 
public  lands  were  located  Ireceived  large  donations  of 
land,  and  twelve  and- a  half  per  cent,  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  within  the  State;  and  the  balance  was 
divided  equally  among  the  States,  based  upon  the  cen- 
sus of  1830,  which  is  the  basis  of  the  present  proposi- 
tion. This  ^as  intended  to  make  up  in  some  degree 
for  the  increased  and  increasing  population  of  the  new 
over  the  old  States. 

In  this  theie  was  something  generous,  magnanimous* 
on  the  part  of  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  towards  the 
people  of  the  new  States,  compared  with  the  present 
proposition.  The  same  gentlemen  in  this  House  who 
were  the  advocates  of  that  bill  are  now  the  advocates  of 
this  proposition.  Are  honorable  gentlemen  prepared  to 
give  the  reason  and  the  cause  for  such  a  sudden  change 
having  passed  over  the  vision  of  (heir  political  dreams? 
Is  it  to  be  found  in  the  action  of  the  people  of  the  new 
States,  in  relation  to  recent  and  former  elections  of  an 
important  character'  Surely  not;  no  gentleman  will 
admit  this,  though  any  one  would  be  at  a  loss  to  find  any 
other  reason  for  such  a  change. 

Mr.  L.  said  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Uir- 
Dsnwoon]  had,  with  an  air  of  confidence,  given  the 
committee  his  reasons  for  supporting  the  proposition: 
that  the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  deposite  banks  in- 
creased the  executive  influence  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment; that  it  was  not  only  improperly  deposited,  but 
used  for  political  purposes  to  influence  public  opinion; 
that  bis  honorable  friend  desired  its  removal  from  the 
pet  banks,  (as  he  is  pleased  to  call  them,)  because  these 
banks,  or  those  who  manage  them,  are  the  friends  of 
the  administration,  and  use  the  money  for  their  own 
benefit. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  was  equally  desirous  for  the  removal 
of  the  money  of  the  people  from  the  possession  and  con- 
trol of  the  bank#,  because  they  are,  so  far  as  bis  part  of 
the  country  is  concerned,  most  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
administration  and  all  those  who  sustain  it;  that  they  use 
the  power  that  the  public  depnsites  give  them  for  politi- 
cal purposes,  and  not  for  the  public  good;  not  to  accom- 
modate the  people,  whose  money  it  is,  but  to  advance 
the  interest  of  the  favored  few;  in  short,  to  shave  and 
oppress  the  people  with  the  money  of  the  people* 

One  word  in  reply  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Thompsoit.]  He  urges,  with  his 
wonted  zeal  and  eloquence,  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment, because  it  will  take  the  possession  of  the  money 
from  the  Federal  and  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  State 
Governments;  that  if  left  in  the  power  of  the  Executive 
it  will  be  used  to  corrupt  the  people;  that  in  the  hands 
of  the  State'  authorities  it  cannot  be  employed  for  an^ 
such  purpose:  the  people  of  the  States  are  incorrupti- 
ble. Sir,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  if  the  people  of  the  States  of 
this  Union  are  incorruptible,  he  would  like  to  have  the 
gentleman  inform  the  committee  who  it  is  he  apprehends 
would  be  corrupted  by  the  Execetive  of  the  Federal 
Government.  To  conclude,  Mr.  L.  said  he  had  too  much 
confidence  in  the  justice  of  the  members  of  the  commit- 
tee to  suppose  they  would  for  a  moment  entertain  such 
a  proposition.  He  would,  therefore,  not  detain  the  com- 
mittee at  so  late  an  hour. 

Mr.  GAMBUELENG  obtained  the  floor,  and  said  he 
would  willingly  waive  alt  opportunity  to  speak,  but  made 
an  earnest  appeal  to  the  committee  to  take  the  question. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Mahn  was  then  rejected,  with- 
out a  division. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bell  was  ta- 
ken by  tellers,  and  also  disagreed  to:  Yeas  71,  nays  75. 

Mr.  GUSHMAN  intimated  his  intention  of  submitting 
an  amendment. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  CAliBRELENO,  the  committee 
then  rose  and  reported  the  army  and  fortification  bills, 
as  amended,  to  the  House. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  an  adjournment)  which 
prevailed :  Yeag  70,  nays  51.     And  so 

The  House  adjourned,  at  9  o'clock  P.  M. 

Saturoat,  Febbuabt  25. 
RELATIONS  WITH  MEXICO. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was  the 
report,  with  the  accompanying  resolutions,  reported 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Howard,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs,  on  the  subject  of  the  relations  between  the 
•  United  States  and  Mexico. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  did  not  see  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  in  his  place,  and  be 
would,  therefore,  move  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McKIM  said  be  would  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  House,  that  his  collesgue  [Mr.  Howard]  was  very 
oinwell,  and  not  able  to  attend  to  his  duties  here. 

Mr.  ADAMS  hoped  that  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Caxbrslrko]  would  name 
some  other  day  than  Monday;  Tuesday,  if  he  pleased. 
He  hoped  that,  as  so  many  weeks  had  passed  over  with- 
out an  opportunity  having  been  given  to  present  peti- 
tions, and  as  Monday  was  the  last  day  on  which  they 
could  be  presented  during  the  present  session,  another 
day  would  be  fixed  on. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  moved  Tuesday {  which  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

And  so  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was 
postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

CULTIVATION  OF  SILK. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  (be  Committee  on  Manufactures, 
to  whom  bad  been  referred  a  resolution  of  the  House, 
instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
moting the  culture  and  manufacture  of  silk  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  reported  thereon  at  length. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  this  report  had  been  made  at  the 
present  session,  though,  probably,  it  was  not  perfectly 
in  order.  The  resolution  referring  this  subject  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures  had  been  adopted  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress)  and  the  committee,  at  that  time, 
charged  one  of  its  members,  (Mr.  Judson,  a  Represent- 
ative from  the  State *«f  Connecticut,)  who  had  offered 
the  resolution,  with  the  duty  of  collecting  the  informa- 
tion alluded  to.  That  gentleman  had  been  subsequently 
transferred  to  another  department  of  the  Government, 
and  had  resigned  his  seat  in  this  House.  He  bad  not 
ceased,  however,  to  prosecute  his  inquiriesf  and,  at  a 
late  period  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  [Mr.  Adaxs]  had 
received  a  letter  from  him,  (Mr.  Judson,)  containing  the 
substance  of  the  information  which  had  been  collected, 
and  which  was  very  valuable.  Mr.  A.,  therefore,  as  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  reported  that  letter  as  a  part 
of  his  report,  and  asked  that  it  might  be  received  as  such. 
The  letter  was  short,  and  he  asked  that  It  might  be  read. 

The  same  having  been  read,  Mr.  A.  moved  that  the 
report,  together  with  the  letter,  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and  printed;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  A.  moved  that  5,000  extra  copies  be  printed. 

The  House  consented  to  consider  the  motion  at  this 
time,  and  the  ssme  was  agreed  to. 

POST  OFFICE  BILLS. 

Mr.  CONNOR,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  House  will  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  Monday,  imme* 


diately  after  the  reading  of  the  Journal,  for  the  apace  of 
one  hour  and  a  half,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  two 
bills  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  for  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  Post 
Office  Department,  and  a  bill  to  provide  for  additional 
clerks  in  the  Post  Office  Department  and  Auditor's  of- 
fice, and  for  other  purposes. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  resolution  would  requires 
vote  of  two  thirds  for  its  adoption. 

Mr.  STORER  moved  to  amend  the  rcaolution  by  add- 
ing *'  and  all  the  bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions}"  which  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  JAR  VIS  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Covror]  to  modify  his  resolution  so.as  to 
name  **  Monday,  immediately  after  the  reading  of  the 
journal,"  and  then  to  say,  "  and  all  other  bills  which 
the  committee  may  see  fit  to  take  up." 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  this  resolution  having  been 
reported  from  a  committee,  it  would  not  be  competent 
for  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  to  modify  it. 

Mr.  CONNOR  said  he  would  adopt  the  firat  suggea* 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Jaryis,]  and 
moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  hour 
of  eleven,  and  inaerting  « immediately  after  the  reading 
of  the  Journal." 

Mr.  ADAMS  hoped  that  no  other  business  would  be 
allowed  to  interfere  with  the  presentation  of  petitions  on 
Monday. 

And  the  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Corvob 
was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  So  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  add- 
ing, at  the  end  thereof,  *<  and  all  such  other  bills  as  the 
committee  msy  see  fit  to  take  up  for  consideration  i" 
which  amendment  was  rejected.     « 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the  res- 
olution by  including  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  extension 
of  the  pension  system;  which  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  LANE  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  inclu- 
ding the  bill  granting  a  right  of  way  through  the  public 
lands  to  the  Maumee  Branch  Railroad  Compsnyt  which 
amendment  was  agreed  to.  > 

Mr.  BOON  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to  restrict  the  com- 
mittee, by  specifying  in  the  resolution  the  time  which 
should  be  allotted  to  them  for  the  consideration  of  these 
bills. 

The  CHAR  sud  the  noattcr  was  within  the  power  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution!  which  were  refused. 

And  the  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
was  then  taken,  and. decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  88, 
nays  57— two  thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative.  So 
the  resolution  was  rejected. 

UNITED  STATES  BANK. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH,  from  the  select  committee  upon 
the  subject  of  the  United  Statea  Bank,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing joint  resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeniaiwet  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That 
until  the  notes  of  the.  late  Bank  of  the  United  Slates, 
which  may  have  been  returned  since  the  3d  day  of 
March  last,  redeemed  from  the  funds  of  the  said  bank, 
shall  cease  to  be  reissued  by  its  officers,  directors,  trus- 
tee or  trustees,  and  until  the  amount  due  to  the  Govern- 
ment from  said  bank  shall  be  aettled  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  notes  of  said  bank, 
and  the  notes  of  any  bank  to  which  its  funds  and  estate 
may  be  transferred  in  trust  for  the  payment  of  its  debts 
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mid  discharge  of  iti  obligttion*,  shall  not  be  received  tn 
payment  of  any  debts  due  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  or  taken  in  exchange  or  depostte  in  any 
of  the  banks  selected  as  depositories  of  the  public 
money  t  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  necessa- 
ry to  carry  this  provision  into  effect. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  the  first  time,  and 
the  question  being  on  the  second  reading, 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  he  was  somewhat  surprised  that 
a  report  should  have  been  made  from  a  committee  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  without  his  having  had  either 
the  honor  or  the  opportunity  of  being  present  when  it 
was  agreed  to.  It  was  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
propositions  he  had  ever  heard.  It  proposed  that  no 
bank,  which  should  receive  the  outstanding  bills  of  the 
kte  United  States  Bank,  should  have  its  own  money  re- 
ceivable In  payment  of  debts  of  any  kind  due  to  the 
Government;  it  was,  in  short,  to  discredit  (be  notes  of 
any  bank  in  the  Union  which  should  receive  such  billa. 
fiut,  before  he  entered  into  a  consideration  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  resolution,*  he  begged  leave  to  put  one  or 
two  interrogatories  to  the  chairman  of  the  select  com- 
mittee. And,  in  order  that  that  gentleman  might  see 
the  pertinency  of  the  interrogatories,  he  (Mr.  L.)  nyould 
state  what  had  been  his  own  observation  of  the  course 
of  proceeding  in  relation  to  this  resolution. 

Immediately  after  the  constitution  of  this  committee, 
a  notification  was  made  to  its  members  to  meet,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  various  propositions  com- 
mitted to  it  for  examination,  discussion,  and  action.  At 
that  meeting,  he  believed,  all  the  members  but  one 
were  present.  No  distinct  action  was  bad,  but  there 
hkd  been  a  general  sentiment,  so  far  as  he  had  under- 
stood.the  remarks  of  the  different  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, unfavorable  to  any  definite  action  at  that  time; 
but  there  had  also  been  a  distinct  understanding  that, 
whenever  the  chairman  of  the  committee  should  think 
it  advisable  that  the  committee  should  again  be  assem- 
bled, a  meeting  should  take  place  on  notice  given  by 
^*'"      The  committee  voted  no  adjournment,  but  lei)  it 
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tojhe  discretion  of  the  chairman,  [Mr.  Galbbaitb,]  en- 
lightened as  he  (Mr.  L.)  had  hoped  that  gentlemsn 
would  show  himself  to  be,  to  reassemble  the  committee 
at  such  time  as  he  might  elect.  Accordingly,  some 
time  afterwards,  Mr.  L.  received  a  notice  to  meet  the 
committee  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  House.  Within 
fifteen  minutes  of  the  time  appointed  for  the  meeting  of 
the  committee,  coming  up,  he  met  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  going  down  from  the  Capitol,  who  informed 
bim  that  the  committee  had  not  assembled;  that  he  had 
been  at  the  room,  but  that  no  one  was  there.  Soon  sf- 
terwards,  he  (Mr.  L.)  was  again  notified  to  meet  the 
coonmittee.  He  came  up,  looked  into  the  room  in 
which  the  committee  was  to  assemble,  and  in  every  oth- 
er committee  room  on  the  first  and  second  floor.  He 
then  came  into  the  House.  He  beat  up  messenger-boys 
and  doorkeepers,  to  inquire  for  the  chairman;  but  he 
could  neither  see  nor  hear  of  him;  and,  after  wandering 
about  the  purlieus  of  the  palace  for  some  time,  he  gave 
up  the  search  as  fruitless.  He  found  neither  the  chair- 
inan  nor  any  member  of  the  committee;  and  when  he 
did  at  last  cbance  to  meet  him,  be  (Mr.  L.)  told  him  he 
must  return  a  non  est  inventtAs  sgainst  him.  He  (Mr. 
L-)  was  then  notified  to  meet  on  another  occasion.  He 
Came  the  third  time.  In  the  committee  room  he  met 
the  chairman  and  two  other  members  of  the  committee; 
and,  after  discussing  the  subject,  (not  a  word  of  a  report 
waa  said,)  and  after  inquiring  what  it  was  proposed  to 
do,  he  was  informed  that  this  resolution  was  one  thing 
which  be  wished  to  bring  forward.  But  there  were 
only  four  members  present;  three  at  first,  one  coming 
in  afterwards;  and  he  was  notified  that  a  meeting  would 


be  held  at  the  private  chambers  of  the  committee  on 
that  evening.  But  he  heard  nothing  about  a  report, 
nothing  about  a  bill. 

[It  is  necessary  here  to  explain  that  Mr.  L.  alludes 
to  the  report  and  bill  which  were  presented  by  Mr. 
Galbbaith  a  few  days  since,  from  the  same  select  com- 
mittee; the  latter  of  which  provides  for  the  Infliction  of 
pecuniary  penalties  for  reissues  of  the  notes  of  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States.!  . 

On  the  evening  referred  to,  Mr.  L.  said  it  was  im- 
practicable for  him  to  attend,  in  consequence  of  other 
duties.  The  next  evening  he  understood  that  a  report 
had  been  made,  not  one  word  of  which  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  him;  and  that  a  short  bill  of  a  single  section 
had  also  accompanied  the  report.  Of  this,  no  notice  had 
been  given  to  him;  nor  had  he  been  notified  of  any  oth- 
er meeting  on  the  subject,  save  that  in  the  private 
chamber  alluded  to. 

He  now  wished  to  inquire  from  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  whether  a  majority  of  the  committee  were 
present  when  the  report  and  bill  were  ap^reed  to; 
whether  the  report  was  resd  before  a  majority;  and 
whether  a  majority  agreed  that  the  report  and  resolu- 
tions both  should  be  reported  to  the  House.  And,  if 
so,  why  the  resolutions  were  not  reported  at  the  same 
time  as  the  report  accompanied  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  GALBKAITH  said  it  was  true  there  had  been 
two  or  three  ineffectual  attempts  to  get  the  committee 
together  in  the  Capitol,  but  he  was  not  aware  that  this 
was  in  consequence  of  any  neglect  on  his  part.  He  cer- 
tainly had  given  due  notice  to  all  the  members  of  the 
committee  who  were  in  the  city,  and  it  was  no  fault  of 
his  that  they  did  not  attend.  At  the  second  meeting  of 
the  committee,  it  was  suggested  that  it  would  be  prop- 
er to  address  a  communication  to  the  officers  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  and  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts was  present  at  that  time,  and  he  himself  objected 
to  this  communication  being  sent.  Nothing  wss  then 
done  in  this  matter,  but  it  was  decided  that  he  (Mr.  G.) 
should  call  another  meeting  of  the  committee,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  a  more  full  attendance,  before  they 
proceeded  to  the  adoption  of  any  measure;  and  he  again 
notified  the  members  of  the  committee  to  attend  on  a 
particular  day  at  the  room  of  the  District  Committee  in 
the  Capitol;  and  at  that  meeting  there  were  but  four  pres- 
ent, and  it  was  then  mentioned  that  Che  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Lihcolk]  and  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Makv]  were  members  of  a  select  com- 
mittee, and  could  not  attend  in  the  morning  hour,  their 
engagements  on  the  other  select  committee  preventing 
them  from  so  doing.  It  wss  then  proposed  to  call  a 
meeting  in  the  evening;  and,  as  there  might  be  some 
difficulty  in  getting  into  the  Capitol  at  night,  they 
agreed  the  meeting  should  be  at  the  rooms  of  one  of  the 
members  of  the  committee.  He  notified  the  members 
of  the  committee  to  attend  this  meeting,  and  there  were 
five  members  present  at  that  meeting,  who,  being  a 
quorum,  considered  the  report,  bill,  and  joint  resolu- 
tion, and  unanimously  concurred  in  the  same,  and  di- 
rected bim  to  report  them  to  the  House,  in  reply  to  the 
inquiry  why  he  had  not  reported  the  joint  resolution  to 
the  House  at  the  same  time  he  made  the  report,  he  had 
only  to  say,  that  when  he  rose  to  make  the  report,  he 
held  in  his  hand  the  report,  bill,  and  resolution,  and  in- 
tended then  to  report  them  to  the  House;  but  immedi- 
ately after  the  report  and  bill  were  disposed  of,  the  hour 
for  reports  having  expired,  and  a  motion  being  made  to 
proceed  to'  the  orders  of  the  day,  he  was  thereby  exclu- 
ded from  reporting  the  joint  resolution  at  that  time. 
Mr.  G.  then,  for  the  life  of  him,  could  not  see  why  the 
gentleman  complained  of  this  proceeding.  He  had  given 
all  the  members  notice;  and  if  they  did  not  choose  to  at- 
tend the  meetings  of  the  committee,  it  was  their  own  fault. 
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Mr.  LINCOLN  said  this  reiolution  involved  grave  eon- 
siderationty  and  should  have  bad  the  moat  flerious  atten* 
tion  of  a  comniittee,  instead  of  being  brought  thus  hastily 
and  aeeretlj  before  the  House.  Mr.  L.  was  proceeding 
in  his  remarks,  when 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

MEMORIAL  OF  THE  U.  S.  BANK. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  rose  and  stated  that  be  learned 
from  the  Speaker  that  he  had  in  his  possession  a  memo* 
rial  ffom  the  president*  directors,  and  company  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  might  obviate  the  ne- 
cessity, in  the  mind  of  every  gentleman,  of  further  pro- 
ceedings upon  the  resolution  offered  from  the  select 
committee.  He  therefore  asked  leave  of  the  House 
for  the  Speaker  to  present  the  memorial,  and  requested 
the  Speaker  to  do  so. 

Leave  being  granted,  the  Speaker  presented  the  fol- 
lowing memoriaU  which  was  read: 
17b  the  Stnaie  and  House  of  Eefreaeniatitea  in  Congress 
asaembltd: 

The  memorial  of  the  president,  directors,  and  com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  respectfully  rep- 
resents: That  having  recently  seen,  among  the  docu- 
ments printed  by  Congress,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  which  he  laments  that  he  has  not  been 
able  to  settle  with  the  bank,  and  invokes  the  aid  of 
Congress,  they  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  they  are 
now,  aa  they  always  have  been,  ready  and  anxious  to 
settle i  and  that  not  the  slightest  delny,  nor  the  least  ob- 
atacle  of  any  kind,  can  justly  be  ascribed  to  them.  This 
they  propose  to  render  obvious  in  a  few  words. 

In  a  settlement  between  the  Government  and  the 
bank,  one  of  two  courses  was  necessary.  The  first  was 
to  wind  up  the  whole  business  of  the  institution,  and 
divide  the  proceeds;  a  mode  inevitable,  had  the  bank 
ceased  its  operations  on  the  4th  of  March.  But,  as  the 
institution  continued,  with  no  change  except  the  retire- 
ment of  a  single  psrtner,  it  was  deemed  a  process 
equally  harsh  and  useless  to  force  the  country  to  pay 
silly  millions  of  debts  at  a  moment  of  general  embarrass- 
ment, merely  to  balance  the  books  of  the  bank;  and  the 
second  mode  was  therefore  preferred — that  of  estima- 
ting the  value  of  the  stock  on  the  4th  of  March,  and  pay- 
ing the  Government  its  proportion.  This  was  the  easi- 
est, and  simplest,  tmd  fairest  mode  of  adjustment.  It 
was  obviously  the  mode  contemplated  by  Congress, 
who,  OR  the  2dd  of  June,  1836,  authorized  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  receive  payment  «•  in  such  insUl- 
ments,  and  payable  at  such  times,  and  with  such  rates  of 
interest,  as  be  shall  see  fit  to  agree  to."  To  estimate  the 
value  of  the  stock  was,  therefore,  the  first  step  towards 
the  settlement.  Accordingly,  soon  af^er  the  Secretary 
received  his  authority  from  Congress,  a  report  was  made 
by  a  joint  committee  of  three  members  of  the  late  bank, 
three  of  the  new,  and  three  impartial  umpires,  connect- 
ed with  neither,  stating  the  value  of  the  stock.  This 
valuation  on  the  part  of  the  bank  was  transmitted  tot  be 
Secretary,  with  an  offer  '<  that  all  the  materials  upon 
which  it  is  founded  will,  of  course,  be  submitted  to  any 
examination  which  you  may  desire  to  make;"  and  that 
the  bank  '*  would  be  equally  ready  to  adopt  any  mode 
which  may  be  deemed  expedient  for  making  such  a 
division  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  as  may  assure  to  the 
Government  its  just  and  ample  proportion."  To  this 
communication  the  Secretary  answered  on  the  19th  and 
30th  September,  as  follows:  «  I  have  cheerfully  accept- 
ed your  offer  to  permit  an  examination  to  be  made  of 
the  materials  upon  which  that  report  is  founded;"  and 
will  appoint  three  gentlemen  <*  to  investigate  those  ma- 
terials, and  report  to  me  their  views  upon  them,  and  also 
the  proper  basts  of  a  settlement."  These  commiiipion- 
ers  accordingly  visited  the  bank,  and,  after  nearly  four 


months,  reported.  It  was  naturally  presumed  that, 
when  they  made  their  report,  the  Secretary  would  in- 
form the  board  of  directors  whether  their  valuation  ac- 
corded with  that  of  the  bank,  or  in  what  respect  it  dif- 
fered, so  as  to  enable  the  board  to  accept  tlxe  terma  or 
to  offer  others,  or  in  some  mode  advance  the  settlement. 
It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  such  a  course  was  not 

fiursued.  But,  since  the  month  of  September,  when 
he  Secretary  apprized  the  board  of  the  coming  of  the 
commissioners,  who  were  to  report  their  estiitaate  to 
him,  no  communication  of  any  kind  whatsoever  was 
made  to  them  by  the  Secretary;  but  while  they  were 
waiting  to  know  whether  their  valuation  was  acceptable 
to  him,  or  in  what  it  was  deemed  deficient,  they  were 
surprised  by  a  communication,  not  to  them,  but  to  Con- 
gress, stating  the  failure  of  hia  negotiation.  They  re* 
gret  this,  because,  if  the  board  had  been  made  acquaint- 
ed with  the  wishes  of  the  Government,  aa  explained  in 
the  report  now  made  to  Congress,  they  would  have  in- 
stantly and  cheerfully  acceded  to  them.  That  regret  ia 
deepened  by  another  measure  of  the  Secretary,  which 
seems  alike  unauthorized  and  unfortunate. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  the  S3d  June,  1836»  directed 
the  Secretary  to  "  receive  the  capital  stock  belonging 
to  the  United  States  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  such  instalments,  and  payable  at  such  times» 
and  with  such  rates  of  interest,  as  he  shall  see  fit  to 
agree  to,  and  also  to  settle  and  adjust  the  claim  for  sur- 
plus profits  accruing  on  said  capital  stock,  on  such 
terms  as  he  may  think  proper." 

When  thia  act  passed  it  was  perfectly  well  known  to 
every  member  of  Congress  that,  for  nearly  four  yeara 
preceding,  there  had  been  a  disputed  question  of  law 
between  the  Government  and  the  bank,  in  regard  to 
damages  on  a  bill  of  exchange,  which  the  bank  had  in 
vain  urged  the  Executive  to  pursue  before  the  judicial 
tribunals.  The  subject  had  been  often  before  Con- 
gress— before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in 
1833,  who  proposed  no  measure  in  regard  to  it— before 
the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  Senate,  who,  in  tlieir 
report  of  the  18th  of  December,  1834,  declared  that 
the  right  of  the  bank  was  <*  founded  in  strict  law;"  that 
*<  the  retainer  was  avowedly  made  to  procure  a  submis- 
sion to  the  courts  and  juries  of  the  country;"  and  that* 
'*  if  the  Government  thinks  itself  wronged' by  such  pro- 
ceedings, the  law  prescribes  the  manner  in  which  it 
shall  seek  redress."  With  the  full  knowledge  of  these 
facta,  when  Congress  authorized  the  Secretary  to  settle 
with  the  bank  for  the  capital  atock  and  the  surplus 
profits,  they  certainly  could  not  have  intended  to  refuse 
the  receipt  of  this  capital  stock  and  surplus  profits,  un- 
less the  bank  should  surrender,  unconditionally,  ^  its 
right  to  a  judicial  trial  of  the  question  which  one  of  their 
own  standing  committees  had  decided  in  favor  of  the 
bank.  Tet,  without  any  the  slightest  authority  from 
Congress,  the  Secretary,  as  appears  by  the  public  doc- 
uments, has  determined  that  be  will  never  aettle  with 
the  bank  without  a  previous  surrender  of  its  rights— de- 
claring that,  '*  preliminary  to  a  final  adjustment  of  this 
interest,  the  Treasury  Department  would  require  that 
the  bank  should  pay  that  portion  of  the  dividend  on  the 
stock  of  the  United  States  which  had  been  withheld  for 
damages  on  the  draft  upon  the  French  Government." 
Now,  it  is  manifest  that  this  is  a  proceeding  which  Con- 
gress did  not  authorize,  and  can  scarcely  sanction.  It 
cannot  be  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  after 
passing  a  law  declaring  the  mode  in  which  questions  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  citizens  are  to  be  adjudi- 
cated, and  after  seeing  the  bank  pursue  exactly  that 
mode,  will  now  endeavor  to  force  the  institution  out  of 
the  path  of  law,  by  refusing  to  adjust  other  interests, 
which  have  no  connexion  whatever  with  that  contro- 
versy. 
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The  original  clAim  of  dairages  WM  a  neceiaary  act  of 
duty  by  the  bank,  in  fiivor  of  the  Government,  who,  if 
there  waa  any  right  to  draw  the  bill,  bad  an  equal  right 
to  the  damages.  The  pecuniary  interest  invoUed  was 
and  is  a  matter  of  indifference.  It  was  only  the  tone  as- 
sumed in  regard  to  it,  and  the  evident  design  of  forcing 
the  bank  to  abandon  its  rights,  which  gave  importance 
to  the  cUim,  and  forbade  the  surrender  of  it.  The 
board  of  directors  would  deem  themselves  faithless,  not 
merely  to  the  institution,  but  to  the  cause  of  constitution- 
al freedom.  If  they  could  be  thus  driven  from  the  courts 
of  justice  by  any  menace  from  an  executive  officer.  They 
have  accordingly  decided  the  question  deliberately  and 
irrevocably.  If  the  proffer  of  a  judicial  decision  is  ac- 
cepted by  the  Government,  the  bank  will  cheerfully 
abide  the  result.  But  until  then  there  should  not  be, 
and  there  cannot  be,  tny  surrender,  or  concession,  or 
compromise. 

The  board  of  directors  will  now  make  one  final  offer 
to  settle,  and  they  make  it  directly  to  your  honorable 
bodies,  so  as  to  avert  the  basard  of  any  further  mediae 
tion.  They  learn,  from  the  printed  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary, that  the  commissionera  would  have  recommended 
the  following  terms  of  settlement: 

To  value  each  share  of  the  stock  at  $115  58,  and  re- 
ceive payment  for  it  by  equal  instalments,  payable  in 
September,  1837,  183S,  1839,  and  1840,  with  sis  per 
cent,  interest  until  paid. 

The  board  of  directors  agree  at  once  to  those  terms, 
and  are  ready  to  carry  them  into  execution. 

They  do  not  stop  to  inquire,  whether  this  be  not  too 
much.  They  prefer  that  it  should  be  too  much.  They 
will  never  diner  with  Congress  about  mere  sums  oif 
money,  and  are  specially  anxious  to  terminate  their  con- 
nexion with  the  Government  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 
all  parties. 

By  order  of  the  board: 

N.  BIDDLE,  PruidefiL 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  then  proceeded  to  state  that  the 
memorial  went  the  whole  length  of  adopting  the  terms 
of  settlement  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
understood  to  desire.  The  stock  held  by  the  Gcivem- 
ment  lias  been  valued  by  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  Department  at  ^115  58;  and  they  propose  that  pay- 
ment shall  be  made,  by  equal  instalments,  in  September, 
1837,  1838,  1839,  and  1840,  with  six  per  cent,  interest 
till  paid.  To  this  the  bank  distinctly  accedes.  What 
more  can  be  desired^  He  therefore  moved  that  the 
memorial  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  that  it  be  printed;  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  then 
proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  look  up  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  '*  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  army  and  navy  foiwthe  year  1837,"  which  had  been 
reported  to  the  House  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
with  sundry  amendments  made  thereto. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  committee  to  the  Senate's 
amendment,  making  an  appropriation  for  equipping  the 
militia,  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  TOUGEY  then  renewed  the  amendment  made 
by  htm  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  followst 

"Appropriating  $100,000  for  the  payment  of  the 
Connecticut  militia  called  into  the  service  during  the 
last  war,  in  the  following  cases:  First,  those  called  out 
to  repel  actual  invasion.  Secondly,  those  called  out 
under  State  authority,  and  afterwards  received  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States.  And  thirdly,  where  they 
were  called  out  under  the  requisition  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  United 
Sutcs." 


Mr.  TOUCEY  explained  that  this  amendment  was  in 
conformity  with  the  law  paying  the  Massachusetts  militia 
in  like  cases.  The  principle  was  well  established,  and 
he  could  not  aee  on  what  grounds  gentlemen  eould  ob- 
ject to  this  amendment.  The  Government  had  admit- 
ted  this  principle  in  the  case  of  the  Massachusetts  militia 
as  much  aa  seven  years  ago,  and  he  appealed  to  gen- 
tlemen to  grant  the  same  justice  to  the  militia  of  Con* 
necticut. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a 
committee  of  the  House  had  reported  in  favor  of  this 
claim,  and  hoped  it  might  be  adopted.  He  then  inti- 
mated an  intention  of  moving  an  amendment  to  this 
amendment  when  it  should  be  in  order  to  do  so. 

Mr.  HARDIN  opposed  this  claim,  on  the  ground  that 
Connecticut  had  received  larger  amounts  of  the  money 
of  the  Government  for  fortifications  and  internal  im^ 
proveroentf,  in  proportion  to  her  population,  than  per- 
haps any  other  State  in  the  Union. 

ICr.  INGHAM  said  that,  although  that  was  a  Question 
of  more  than  ordinary  interest  to  the  people  of 
Connecticut,  as  involving  a  claim  of  that  State  upon  the 
General  Government  of  nearly  one  hundred  thousand 
dolUrs,  it  was,  in  his  judgment,  quite  as  important  to 
know  whether  Congress  would  constantly  refuae  to  pay 
a  demand  against  which  no  serious  objection  could  be 
raiaed.  The  claims  of  Maasachusettr,  resting  on  precisely 
analogous  grounds,  had  been  recognised  and  paid,  but  no 
disposition  had  been  shown  to  meet  those  of  Connecticut; 
and  he  waa  desirous  of  having  thequeation  settled,  whether 
Connecticut  waa  entitled  to  the  same  justice  which  had 
been  dispensed  to  Massachusetts  and  other  States.  The 
cbim  was  for  services  rendered  by  the  militia,  and  dis- 
buraementa  made,  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain.  By  a  resolution  of  the  last  session  it  was  refer* 
red  to  tlie  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  which-  reported 
a  bill  for  its  liquidation  and  paymentt  and  the  amend- 
ment, which  was  proposed  and  lost  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  which  was  then 
under  consideration,  was  a  literal  transcript  of  the  sub- 
stantial parts  of  that  bill. 

But,  said  Mr.  I.,  it  was  asserted  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  that  tbia  amendment  could  not 
be  incorporated  into  this  bill.  That,  indeed,  was  a  new 
discovery  t  for  there  was  no  rule  of  the  House  opposed 
to  it;  and,  in  point  of  fact,  that  very  bill  had  been  so 
aflsended,  both  in  the  Senate  and  in  tlie  House,  as  to 
make  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  Tennessee  volun- 
teers in  1836,  or,  in  other  words,  to  pay  the  militia  of 
Tennessee.  The  two  cases  were,  in  principle,  perfectly 
analogous;  and  the  only  tangible  difference  between 
them  was,  that  the  demand  of  Tennessee  originated 
within  the  last  twelve  months,  while  that  of  Connect!- 
cut  had  been  of  twenty-two  yeara'  standing.  The  biH 
appeared  to  be  competent  for  meeting  the  ebiims  of  the 
Tennessee  volunteers;  and,  when  the  amendment  for  that 
purpose  was  offered,  no  such  objections  were  heard 
from  the  gentleman;  but,  when  it  was  proposed  to  satisfy 
other  claims  by  a  similar  amendment,  the  gentleman  im- 
mediately discovered  that  such  a  proceeding  was  not 
in  order.  They  had  been  told  that  it  was  proper  to  pro- 
vide in  that  bill  for  the  claim  of  Tennessee,  becau&e  it 
bad  been  subjected  to  the  examination  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims.  True,  and  the  claim  of  Connecticut  had  been 
subjected  to  the  examination  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tarj^  Affairs.  They  were  both  standing  committees  of 
that  House,  and  equally  entitled  to  its  confidence  and 
respect.  The  objection,  at  best,  was  a  mere  matter  of 
form;  and,  if  it  was  intended  to  act  upon  the  subject  at 
all,  a  more  suitable  opportunity  could  not  be  presented. 

Gentlemen  have  said  that  they  were  ready  to  meet 
this  claim  whenever  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  should  come  up  in  its  order.    But 
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wherefore  not  meet  it  at  once?  The  claims  of  other 
States  had  been  transferred  to,  and  incorporated  in,  the 
bill  under  consideration,  instead  of  beings  suflTered  to  re- 
main on  the  calendar,  and  come  up  in  their  order;  and 
where  could  exist  the  validity  of  the  objection  against 
the  claim  of  Connecticut  taking  the  same  course?  It 
was  well  understood  by  every  member  there,  that  un- 
less the  amendment  should  be  incorporated  into  the  bill, 
the  subject  could  nut  possibly  receive  the  action  of  that 
Congress.  Mr.  I.  hoped,  therefore,  that  he  should  hear 
no  more  said  about  taking  up  this  claim  in  its  order,  and 
especially  by  gentlemen  who  proposed  to  be  friendly 
to  it. 

It  was  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Habdis,]  that  about  $200,000  were  appropriated  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress  to  improve  the  harbors  within 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  that  she  was  **  a  favored 
State. **  It  would  be  difficult  to  see  the  precise  bearing 
of  this  fact,  even  if  it  were  correctly  stated,  upon  the 
question  before  the  House.  It  was  true  that  Congress 
did,  at  the  last  session,  so  far  open  its  eyes  to  the  neg- 
lected condition  and  just  claims  of  Connecticut  as  to 
appropriate  about  $55,000,  not  $200,000,  as  stated  by 
the  gentleman,  to  advance  the  interests  of  commerce  in 
that  State.  What  was  meant  by  the  declaration  that  she 
was  **  a  favored  State,"  Mr.  I.  knfew  not,  unless  it  was 
an  act  of  favor  to  refuse  payment  of  her  honest  claims 
upon  the  General  Government,  which  had  been  due 
more  than  twenty  years. 

But  the  gentleman  did  not  stop  there.  He  had  assert- 
ed that  (he  Executives  of  some*  of  the  New  England 
States,  during  the  late  war,  withheld  the  command  of 
their  miKtia,  when  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
from  the  officers  of  the  United  States;  and  that  he  would 
never  consent  to  pay  for  the  services  of  militia  under 
such  circumstances!  and  the  gentleman  said  he  wished  to 
know  if  this  claim  was  not  obnoxious  to  that  objection. 
Sir,  (ssid  Mr.  I.,)  I  will  advert  to  the  history  of  that 
claim<  and,  when  I  shall  have  done  so,  I  greatly  mistake 
the  characer  of  the  honorable  gentleman  if  be  himself 
would  not  be  willing  to  vote  for  its  payment. 

During  the  first  year  of  the  war,  but  little  expense 
bad  been  incurred  for  the  defence  of  that  Statet  but,  in 
June,  1813,  the  frigate  <<  United  States,"  and  her  prize, 
•*  the  Macedonian,'*  were  driven  into  her  waters  for  pro- 
tection, by  a  superior  naval  force  of  the  enemy.  They 
were  removed  a  short  distance  from  the  Sound  to  a  place 
of  greater  security,  where  they  remained  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  The  coast,  throughout  its  whole  extent, 
was  immediately  laid  under  a  strict  blockade,  which  was 
rigidly  enforced  until  the  peace  of  1815.  There  was 
imminent  danger  that  the  enemy  would  debark  in  the 
vicinity  of  New  London,  pass  over  land  to  the  ships  in 
the  river,  and  destroy  them.  To  prevent  such  an  oc< 
currence,  the  militia  were  immediately  called  out  in  suf- 
ficient force,  placed  under  the  command  of  a  brigadier 
general  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  posted 
on  both  sides  of  the  river,  between  the  British  squadron 
and  the  ships.  In  consequence  of  this  movement,  tliese 
vessels  were  preserved;  but  the  enemy  soon  commenced 
the  pillage  and  destruction  of  private  property.  Numer* 
ous  vessels  were  taken  in  Long  Island  Sounds  and  in 
April,  1814,  a  great  amount  of  shipping-  was  destroyed 
in  Connecticut  river.  In  August,  of  the  same  year,  an 
attack  was  made  upon  the  village  of  Stonington.  The 
skill  and  gallantry  with  which  the  place  was  defended 
were  matters  of  history,  and  required  no  commendation. 
The  commerce  of  the  State  was  suspended,  and  almost 
entirely  prostrated,  from  Jun)*,  1813,  to  the  close  of  the 
war.  It  was  one  of  the  most  gloomy  periods  of  their  po. 
litical  history.  Differences  of  opinion  as  to  men,  and 
the  course  of  policy  pursued  by  those  in  power,  greatly 
embarrassed  the  administration  of  the  General  Govern- 


ment. The  militia,  however,  with  the  most  patriotio 
motives,  ra\|ied  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  prop- 
erty—the ships  of  war.  They  did  preserve  them.  Tbejr 
were  saved  from  recapture  and  destruction  by  the  eoemjr 
through  their  patriotic  efforts.  They  devoted  their 
time,  they  expended  their  money,  and  they  hazarded 
their  lives,  for  the  protection  of  the  property  and  honor 
of  the  nation.  The  enemy  were  compelled  to  recede^ 
and  the  ships  remained  in  security  until  the  close- of  the 
war.  The  great  and  wanton  destruction  of  private  prop- 
erty,  during  that  period,  was  justly  attributable  to  the 
fact  that  the  national  vessels  occupied  the  waters  of 
that  State,  and  were  defended  by  her  militia;  yet  (said 
Mr.  I.)  they  asked  no  compensation  for  the  vast  amount 
of  individual  loss  and  suflTering,  but  simply  rerauneratioa 
for  services  rendered,  and  disbursements  actually  made» 
in  defending  our  ships  of  war,  when  they  were  unable 
to  defend  themselves.  A  more  meritorious  claim  could 
not,  in  his  opinion,  be  imagined.  It  had  subsequently, 
in  1816,  been  presented  to  the  Government  for  allow- 
ance, with  all  the  vouchers  and  evidences  in  its  support; 
but  was  rejected,  for  the  reasons  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  and  which  be  (Mr.  I.)  would  now 
briefly  consider. 

The  militia  in  question  had  been  called  into  service 
under  a  requisition  of  the  National  Executive,  and  cona^ 
manded  by  an  officer  of  the  National  Government,  until 
the  12th  of  September,  1814,  when  the  command  was 
assumed  by  a  major  general  of  militia,  under  the  Exec- 
utive of  the  State. 

No  change,  however,  occurred  in  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions, but  the  campaign  was  properly  and  successfulljr 
conducted. 

It  was  (be  said)  well  known  that  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion existed  between  the  chief  Executive  of  the  Union 
and  the  Executives  of  several  of  the  New  England  States, 
in  reference  to  the  true  construction  of  the  3d  section  of 
the  1st  article,  and  the  2d  section  of  the  2d  article,  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  relating  to  the 
militia  of  the  several  States  when  called  into  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States.  An  opinion  was  enter- 
tained, by  many  of  the  distinguished  jurists  in  New  Eng- 
land, that  the  militia  of  the  States,  when  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  should  continue  to  be  commanded 
by  their  own  officers,  and  not  by  those  of  the  General 
Government.  This  opinion  was  embraced  both  by  the 
Executive  of  Massachusetts,  and  by  the  supreme  court 
of  that  Slate,  to  which  the  question  had  been  submitted. 
Assuming  such  to  be  the  true  construction  of  the  consti- 
tution, the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  refused  to  submit 
the  militia  of  that  State  to  the  command  of  the  officers 
of  the  General  Government.  The  Governor  of  Connec- 
ticut, having  also  adopted  similar  viefva,  accordingly,  on 
the  12th  of  September,  as  already  stated,  transferred 
the  command  of  the  militia  near  New  London  to  a  major 
general  of  that  body.  The  Executive  of  the  United 
States  properly  resisted  such  a  /orced  construction  of 
the  Constitution,  and  refused  to  allow  any  claim  for  the 
services  of  militia  rendered  under  circumstances  of  that 
character.  At  a  subsequent  date,  however,  when  the 
asperity  of  party  contests  bad,  in  some  measure,  subsi- 
ded, Mr.  Monroe,  at  that  time  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  induced,  by  the  solicitations  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  then  urging  her  claim,  to  review  the  sub- 
ject; and  though  he  strictly  adhered  to  his  former  con- 
struction of  the  constitution,  under  which  the  claimj  of 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  had  been  disallowed,  yet 
in  view  of  the  modified  tone  of  public  sentiment,  and 
the  disclaimer  by  the  then  Executive  of  the  former  State 
of  the  principle  maintained  by  his  predecessor,  he 
thought  it  advisable  to  waive  the  objection.  In  a  special 
message  upon  this  subject,  communicated  to  Congress 
on  the  23d  of  February,  1824,  he  says: 
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"  I  have  been  led  to  conclude^  on  great  considera- 
tion,  that  the  principles  of  justice,  as  well  as  a  due  re- 
gard for  the  great  interests  of  our  Union,  require  that 
this  claim,  in  the  extent  proposed,  should  be  acceded  to. 
Essential  service  was  rendered,  in  the  late  war^  by  the 
militia  of  Massachusetts,  and  with  the  most  patriotrc  mo- 
tives. It  seems  just,  therefore,  that  they  should  be  com- 
pensated for  such  service  in  like  manner  with  the  militia 
of  the  other  States.  The  constitutional  difRculiy  did 
not  originate  with  them,  and  has  now  been  removed. 
It  comports  with  our  system  to  look  to  the  service  ren- 
dered, and  to  the  intention  with  which  it  was  rendered, 
ftnd  to  award  the  compensation  accordingly,  especially 
as  it  may  now  be  done  without  the  sacrifice  of  principle. 
The  motive,  in  this  instance,  is  the  stronger,  because 
well  satisfied  I  am  that,  by  so  doing,  we  shall  give^  the 
most  effectual  support  to  our  republican  institutions. 
No  latent  cause  of  discontent  will  be  left  behind.  The 
great  body  of  the  people  will  be  gratified,  and  even 
those  who  now  survive,  who  were  then  in  error,  cannot 
fail  to  see,  with  interest  and  satisfaction,  this  distressing 
occurrence  thus  happily  terminated.  I  therefore  con- 
sider it  my  duty  (o  recommend  io  Congress  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  Massachusetts, 
for  services  rendered  in  the  late  war  by  the  militia  of  the 
State,  in  conformity  with  the  rules  which  have  govern- 
ed in  the  settlement  of  the  claims  for  services  rendered 
by  the  militia  of  the  other  States." 

Upon  the  communication  of  that  message,  and  also  up- 
on A  memorial  from  Massachusetts,  Congress  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  and,  after  the  most 
mature  deliberation,  adopted  the  views  of  the  President, 
determined  to  allow  the  claims,  and  an  act  was  accord- 
ingly passed  providing  for  their  settlement.  Under  that 
act  a  great  proportion  of  them  had  already  been  paid; 
and  it  only  remained  for  Congress,  in  the  present  in- 
.stance,  to  follow  the  same  course  of  proceeding,  and 
leave  no  further  sources  of  jealousy  or  complaint.  The 
two  cases  were,  in  all  respects,  precisely  parallel,  and 
the  objections  to  them  the  same.  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut  had  proceeded  together  in  their  difficulties 
with  the  General  Government,  and  were,  nearly  at  the 
•iime  time,  found  to  entertain  different  political  senti- 
ments. He  was  not  (he  said)  and  never  had  been  one 
of  thoae  who  approved  the  peculiar  opinions  that  had 
given  rise  to  those  difficulties,  but  be  believed  that  no 
consideration  of  that  nature  ought  to  infiuence  him,  or 
any  other  member  of  the  House,  in  determining  the 
merits  of  this  claim.  Adverting  once  more  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  claim,  he  would  no  longer  detain  the  House. 
The  Connecticut  militia  were  not  called  into  service  by 
State  authority,  but  under  a  requisition  of  the  President; 
and  the  motives  with  which  that  call  was  responded  to, 
the  nature  of  the  services  rendered,  their  importance  in 
securing  the  national  property  from  destruction,  were 
all  facts  which  could  not  fail  to  commend  their  claim  to 
the  isost  favorable  attention  of  Congress.  It  had  never 
been  met  by  any  legislative  enactment,\  but  was  rejected 
by  the  President,  rather  on  the  ground  of  expediency 
than  positive  law.  The  only  objection  ever  offered  to 
their  validity  had  been  waived  by  him  who  was  princi- 
pally instrumental  in  raising  it.  It  had  been  abandoned 
by  the  President,  and  the  payment  of  similar  claims  to 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  had  been  directed  by  Con- 
gress. After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  I.  concluded 
by  expressing  a  hope  that,  in  the  room  of  any  further 
delay,  the  amendment  under  consideration  would  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  remarked  that  the  State  of 
Connecticut  was  not  asking  a  favor  at  the  hands  of  the 
General  Government,  but  a  mere  simple  act  of  justice. 
She  was  fairly  entitled  to  the  claims  she  now  set  up,  and 
similar  claims  had  been  heretofore  paid.  It  was  not 
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long  since  that  a  claim  of  the  same  general  character,  at 
least,  had  been  paid  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  due  from 
the  time  of  the  Revolution,  amounting  to  between  two 
and  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Massachusetts,  how- 
ever, had  been  paid  her  claims  under  precisely  similar 
circumstances,  and  based  on  the  identical  principles,  to 
that  of  Connecticut.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  perceive  the 
justice  of  refusing  this  appropriation. 

>Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Connecticut,  gave  a  history 
of  the  claim,  and  referred  to  the  action  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  as  an  evidence  of  the  feeling  among  the 
people  on  the  subject.  He  also  insisted  that  there  was 
no  incongruity  in  ingrafting  it  upon  the  present  bill,  for 
the  separate  bill  would  not  be  reached  this  session.  It 
had  been  demonstrated  by  his  colleague  that  Connecti- 
cut had  received  a  very  small  pittance,  compared  with 
others,  and  iri  reference  to  her  geopraphical  position  on 
the  seaboard,  of  the  appropriations  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment; and  all  he  would  then  add  was,  that  the  histo- 
ry of  the  country  showed  that  Connecticut  had  poured 
out  her  blood  as  freely,  during  the  hour  of  peril,  as  any 
other  State  of  the  confederacy. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  inquired  if  the  proposed  pay- 
ment was  intended  to  include  those  who  fought  and 
those  who  refused  to  muster  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  because  be  wished  a  distinction  to  bo 
drawn. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  replied,  and  showed  the  precise  anal- 
ogy between  the  cases  of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  McKAY  would  vote  for  it,  not  only  because  he 
believed  the  claim  to  be  a  well-founded  one,  and  just  in 
itself,  but  because  it  was  identical  with  the  precedent  set 
in  the  case  of  Massachusetts. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Toucst  was  then  agreed  to, 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  McKAY  then  renewedJiis  amendment  to  pay  the 
claims  of  North  Carolina  for  the  services  of  her  militia 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  the  cases  enu- 
merated in  the  act  approved  the  31  st  of  May,  1830,  en- 
titled *' An  act  to  authorize  the  payment  of  the  claims  of 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  services  of  her  militia 
during  the  late  war,  and  also  the  claims  of  said  State  for 
disbursements.  Sec,  on  account  of  the  war,"  the  sum  of 
$30,000. 

Mr.  McKAY  briefly  advocated  the  claim,  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  strictly  analogous  to  that  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

Mr.  MERCER  was  not  satisfied  that  the  analogy  bad 
been  clearly  made  out. 

Mr.  OWENS  inquired  if  it  had  undergone  investigation 
by  any  committee  of  the  House. 

Mr.  McKAY  replied  that  it  had  been  submitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims  during  the  last  session,  but  no  re- 
port had  been  made. 

Mr.  PARKER  objected  to  this  mode,  which  had  too 
-much  prevailed  in  the  Senate,  of  ingrafting  amendments 
upon  bills  with  which  they  had  no  necessary  connexion. 
It  was  a  practice  he  had  always  disapproved  of,  and 
which  he  would  never  sanction. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  McKat  was  then  agreed  to: 
Yeas  86,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  offered  the  following  amendment, 
originally  submitted  by  him  in  Committee  of  the  Whole: 

**  Jnd  be  it  further  enaded,  That  the  volunteers  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  who  equipped  themselves,  and 
marched  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  tendered  their 
services,  according  to  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor 
of  said  State,  in  the  year  18.36,  and  were  not  received  in- 
to the  service  of  the  United  States,  be  paid  the  same,  by 
the  paymaster  general,  that  is  allowed  by  this  act  to  be 
paid  to  those  volunteers  who  were  received  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  immediately  discharged, 
on  the  commandants  of  the  companies  thus  refused  re- 
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turning,  on  oath,  to  the  Secretary  6f  War,  complete  re- 
turns of  the  number  of  officers  and  men  in  their  respect- 
ive companies,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated." 

Mr.  D.  said  if  the  members  of  the  House  would  but 
examine  the  claims  of  those  intended  to  be  provided  for 
by  the  amendment  he  had  just  offered,  he  had  no  doubt 
they  would  with  equal  liberality  vote  for  his  amendment. 
The  facts  are  these.  The  Governor  of  Tennessee  was 
called  on  by  General  Gaines  and  the  Secretary  of  War, 
during  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  for  vol- 
unteers, at  different  periods;  and  the  Governor  issued  a 
proclamation,  calling  on  the  citizens  of  Tennessee  to  vol- 
unteer their  services,  and  rendezvous  at  Fayetteville,  in 
West  Tennessee,  and  Athens,  in  East  Tennessee,  mount- 
ed ahd  equipped,  to  perform  a  six  or  twelve  months' 
campaign.  There  rendezvoused  at  those  places  of  ren- 
dezvous more  volunteers  than  were  called  for  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  only  a  portion  of  them  were  re- 
ceived and  mustered  into  service;  the  remainder  of  them, 
that  had  marched  from  one  to  two  hundred  miles  at  their 
own  expense,  who  were  at  all  the  expense  of  purchasing 
horses  and  clothing,  for  a  campaign  of  six  and  twelve 
months,  had  to  return  home  at  their  own  expense,  with- 
out ever  having  received  one  cent  for  their  expenses  or 
services.  Now,  sir,  the  class  provided  for  in  the  bill 
are  those  who  marched  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  under 
the  call  of  General  Gaines,  and  were  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  immediately  discharg- 
ed. They  receive  by  this  bill  pay  for  six  months'  clo- 
thing, amounting  to  about  thirty-four  dollars  each.  There 
baa  not  been  the  first  voice  heard  on  this  floor  against 
paying  this  last  class  of  volunteers;  and  I  would  like  any 
gentleman  to  show  why  one  of  this  class  of  volunteers 
should  be  paid,  and  the  others  not:  they  were  alike  mer- 
itorious and  patriotic,  and  they  were  at  the  like  expense 
of  purchasing  horses  and  clothing.  The  expenses  of  those 
who  were  received  into  service  were  paid,  and  those 
who  were  not  received  had  to  pay  their  own  expenses. 
If  there  ever  was  a  claim  that  ought  to  be  paid,  Mr. 
Speaker,  this  is  one.  The  patriotism  of  the  citizens  of 
Tennessee  was  called  on  by  the  Executive  of  the  State, 
and  if  Congress  refuses  to  remunerate  the  patriot  citi* 
sens  who  thus  marched  to  the  standard  of  their  country, 
you  may  call  in  vain  for  their  services  hereafter.  Thev 
will  not  know  whether  they  would  be  received;  and  if 
they  should  not,  they  must  be  at  the  expense  of  equip- 
ping and  supporting  themselves,  without  the  least  pros- 
pect of  receiving  any  compensation  from  their  Govern- 
ment for  all  the  expense  they  would  necessarily  incur. 
Sir,  if  this  Governnnent  wishes  the  services  of  her  citi- 
zens in  time  of  war,  they  must  act  with  justness  towards 
them,  and  let  them  know  that  if  more  of  them  tender 
their  services  than  are  required,  those  who  are  not  re- 
ceived shall  be  paid  all  their  expenses. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  then  addressed  the  House  ss  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  solicit  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  amendment  proposed  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Dvs- 
Lip,]  which  contemplates  the  payment  of  those  Tennes- 
see volunteers  who  marched  to  the  place  of  rendezvous, 
and  were  not  received  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  These  troops  promptly  assembled  at  their  coun- 
try's call;  they  incurred  considerable  expense  in  procu- 
ring such  horses,  rifles,  clothing,  and  equipments  essen- 
tial for  the  Florida  campaign,  and  marched,  some  of 
them,  upwards  of  two  hundred  miles  to  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous at  Fayetteville,  in  Tennessee,  with  an  intent  to 
do  battle  against  the  enemies  of  their  country.  They 
bad  no  constitutional  scruples  in  regard  to  passing  bound- 
ary lines;  all  they  desired  to  know  was,  where  were  the 
enemies  of  their  country;  for  with  the  enemy  the  busi- 
ness was  to  settle.  They  were  some  of  the  same  men  who 


marched  to  Florida,  Pensscola,  and  to  Orleans,  during 
the  last  war.  And  as  to  those  hardy  sons  of  the  West, 
all  they  ever  want  to  know,  on  such  occasions,  is,  that 
the  Government  needs  their  services,  and,  one  thing 
more,  where  its  enemies  are  to  be  found.  Be  it  in  the 
East  or  the  West,  the  North  or  the  Sooth,  be  it  by  land 
or  water,  they  are,  and  always  have  been, » ready  to 
march  at  a  moment's  warning  to  meet  the  enemy.  This 
18  a  spirit  of  chivalry  that  ought  to  be  encouraged  in- 
stead of  being  repressed.  What  is  the  case  before  usf 
These  troops,  with  the  most  patriotic  motives,  repaired 
to  the  place  assigned;  but  some  arrived  in  the  morning, 
some  at  mid-day,  and  some  at  night. 

The  patriotism  which  bums  in  the  bosom  of  every 
Tennesseean  brought  more  to  the  place  of  rendezvous 
than  the  number  required  by  the  Government;  and 
those  who  happened  to  arrive  at  the  ground  first  in  the 
morning  were  received  into  the  service,  and  discharged; 
those  who  arrived  in  the  evening  were  not  received.  I 
will  ask  the  members  of  this  House,  and  every  man  in 
the  United  States,  what  difference  is  there  in  the  merit 
of  these  two  classes?  They  both  volunteered  for  their 
country's  service;  they  both  incurred  considerable  ex- 
pense; left  their  homes,  their  families,  to  the  injury  of 
their  private  affairs,  with  the  same  object;  travelled  to 
the  same  point.  One  class  was  immediately  received, 
mustered  into  service,  and  discharged,  fed  at  the  public 
expense.  The  other  class,  although  at  the  same  spot, 
fur  the  same  purpose,  and  at  the  same  time,  after  march- 
ing upwards  of  two  hundred  miles,  are  not  only  reject- 
ed, but  disallowed  even  one  day's  provision  for  them- 
selves, or  forage  for  their  horses;  those  who  were  receiv- 
ed and  discharged  performed  not  one  jot  or  tittle  more 
service  than  those  who  were  rejected;  they  deserved  as 
much  precisely  as  they  who  were  accepted.  I  invoke 
the  justice  and  the  magnanimity  of  Congress  to  allow  the 
second  class  the  same  compensation  you  do  the  first;  for 
their  losses  will  be  great  enough  then  in  buying  horses, 
clothes,  arms,  and  equipage,  they  would  .not  have  pur- 
chased but  for  the  prospect  of  serving  their  country; 
many  of  them,  in  addition  to  this,  lost  the  business  or 
employment  in  which  they  were  eng^aged,  and  suffered 
serious  injury  thereby.  Neither  the  justice  of  the  coun- 
try  nor  the  policy  of  the  Government  requires  at  our 
hands  that  we  should  refuse  payment  to  these  meritoriotls 
men. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio, 
in ,  opposition  to  the  amendment,  it  was  disagreed  to, 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  BELL  (in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  his  col- 
league, [Mr.  Pkttof,]  whose  attendance  was  required, 
by  order  of  the  House,  on  one  of  the  select  committees) 
renewed  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Fxttos  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  follows: 

**  For  the  pay  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers  who  were 
called  out  and  mustered  into  the  service  the  10th  of  De- 
cember, 1812,  dismissed  provisionally  in  April,  181S, 
called  again  into  the  service  in  September,  1813,  and  dis- 
charged finally  on  the  10th  of  December,  1813,  five 
months'  full  pay,  which  they  have  never  heretofore  re- 
ceived." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  LAWLER  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
adding  an  appropriation  of  1 15, 000,  as  one  month's  pay 
to  the  volunteer^  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  who  marched 
to  the  place  uf  rendezvous  at  Vernon,  but  who  were  not 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  neglect  of  the  officer  of  the  Government 
to  whom  the  duty  had  been  assigned. 

Mr.  DENNY  wished  to  inquire  from  the  gentlemSn 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Lawlzb]  to  what  officer  allusion 
was  made  in  this  charge  of  neglect.  He  (Mr.  D.)  would 
like  to  know  whether  there  was  any  foundation  for  the 
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ehar^.  He  was  not  disposed  to  ptss  censure,  even  by 
iflipttc«tion»  without  knowing  why,  and  of  what  nature 
the  charge  might  be. 

Mr.  LAWLER  said  that  the  evidence  in  this  case  had 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  MiHtary  AflTain;,  and 
it  was  not  in  his  power  at  this  moment  to  turn  to  it.  He 
would,  however,  state  the  facts  as  they  were  known  to 
exist.  He  was  not  prepared  to  give  the  name  of  the  of- 
ficer alluded  to.  The  troops  had  been  called  on  to  ren- 
dezvous at  Vernon,  in  Alabaroai  they  had  marched  a 
hundred  miles  for  that  purpose,  and  the  Government  of- 
ficer failed  to  attend  to  muster  them.  They  remained 
some  days,  and  then  were  compelled  to  disband. 

Mr.  DENNY  said  he  had  no  objection  to  pay  these 
volunteers,  if  they  had  performed  any  service  which  en- 
titled them  to  be  paid.  But  he  objected  to  any  mem- 
ber's getting  up  in  bis  place  here  and  charging  an  offi- 
cer of  the  United  States  Government  with  neglect  of  his 
duty.  This  was  not  doing  justice  to  an  officer  of  the  ar- 
my; let  him  be  arraigned  before  the  proper  tribunal. 
The  gentleman  from  Alabama  got  up  here,  and,  for  the 
purpose  probably  of  making  his  claim  in  this  case  strong- 
er than  it  really  was  of  itself,  made  an  indirect  charge 
against  an  officer  of  the  United  States.  He  (Mr.  D.) 
thought  this  proceeding  was  gratuitous. 

It  might  be,  as  the  gentleman  had  stated,  that  they  as- 
sembled  at  the  place  alluded  to,  and  were  not  mustered 
into  servicet  and,  if  so,  he  (Mr.  D.)  would  say,  let  them 
be  paid,  if  the  case  came  within  the  provisions  adopted 
for  the  regulation  of  the  claims  of  volunteers.  But  it 
was  improper  thus  indirectly  to  make  a  charge  of  neg- 
lect, when  no  evidence  of  the  kind  appeared.  There 
were  not  facts  before  the  House  to  justify  it  in  sanction- 
ing such  a  charge  I  and  why  should  the  words  of  the 
amendment  be  at  war  with  the  facts?  If  the  gentleman 
was  in  possession  of  any  facts,  let  him  mjike  them  known 
in  the  proper  place. 

Mr.  LAWLER  said  that.  In  proposing  this  amendment 
in  its  present  shape,  he  had  no  intention  of  wounding 
the  sensibilities  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  DfiirxT,]  or  of  making  a  charge  against  the  conduct 
of  any  officer  of  the  Government.  He  had  simply  in- 
tendedy  in  justification  of  the  rightful  cjaim  of  these  vol- 
unteers on  the  justice  of  Congres^  to  state  what  the  fact 
was,  without  any  purpose  of  arraigning  this  officer  be- 
fore the  country  for  the  neglect  of  his  duty. 

But  if  this  was  the  true  and  only  objection  of  ihe  gen- 
tleman to  this  amendment,  he  (Mr.  L.)  would  obviate 
all  cause  for  objection,  by  modifying  the  language  in 
that  particular;  and  he  would  then  see  whether  any  oth- 
er objection  would  be  raised  against  one  of  the  plainest 
and  most  just  propositiona  that  had  ever  been  presented 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  L.  then  modified  his  amendment,  so  as  to  leave 
out  the  words  "because  of  the  neglect  of  the  United 
States  officer  to  whom  the  service  was  assigned." 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  MERCER,  CRAIG, 
LAWLER,  CAMBUELENG,  MARTIN,  CHAPMAN, 
and  CAVE  JOHNSON, 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  OWENS  renewed  his  motion,  made  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding  the 
following: 

"  That  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  be  appropri- 
aated  to  reimburse  the  Stale  of  Georgia  for  money  ex- 
pended, or  to  be  expended,  by  said  State,  in  psyment  for 
the  services  of  volunteers  in  the  Creek  and  Seminole 
wars^  for  losses  sustained  by  them,  and  medical  attend- 
ance furnished  them,  during  said  service,  or  in  going  to 
or  returning  from  the  place  of  rendezvous;  the  said  vol- 
unteers not  having  been  regularly  mustered  into  the  ar- 
my of  the  United  States,  and,  under  the  existing  laws, 


not  entitled  to  pay,  but  authorized  to  be  paid  by  an  act 
of  I  he  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  passed  S6th 
December,  1836,  provided  that  good  and  sufficient  evi- 
dence be  furnished  the  War  Department  that  the  said 
volunteers,  in  said  act  designated,  have  been  paid  by 
said  State,  in  conformity  with  its  provisions." 

And,  without  debate,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  FORESTER  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
inserting  after  the  words  which  relate  to  the  payment 
of  the  volunteers  **  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,*'  &c.,  the 
words  "  including  the  companies  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi mustered  into  the  service."    Agreed 'to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  concurring  with  the 
Senate  in  its  amendment,  as  amended  by  the  House, 

Mr.  HARDIN  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

And,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  MASON  of 
Ohio,  LINCOLN,  CRAIG,  TOUCEY,  and  GRAVES, 

T\ip  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive: Yeas  133,  nays  56. 

So  the  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  concurring  with  the 
Senate  in  their  several  amendments,  as  amended  by  the 
House,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  several  amendments,  as  amendedi  were  agreed 
to. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  House  took  up  the  '*  bill  making  appropriations 
for  certain  fortifications  of  the  United  States  for  ihe  ye^r 
1837,*'  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  with 
amendments. 

The  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
having  been  concurred  in, 

Mr.  BUNCH  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
Senate's  amendment,  to  insert  after  the  word  *'  Missis- 
sippi," the  words  "  including  the  companies  in  Mis- 
sissippi mustered  into  the  service;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  said  that  on  two 
previous  occasions  he  had  expressed  his  views  at  length 
upon  the  proposition  under  consideration.  He  now 
mersly  rose  to  state  that  he  could  not  be  induced  to 
acquiesce  in  the  amendment,  but  for  the  fact  that  no  re- 
turns or  muster  rolls  had  been  sent  on  from  Mississippi, 
except  for  two  companies.  He  made  this  statement  for 
himself  and  colleague.  If  tlie  muster  rolls  could  be 
found  at  the  War  Office,  he  would  insist,  and  he  knew 
this  House  would  allow,  a  full  an^  fair  compensation  to 
every  Mississippi  volunteer.  Under  present  circum- 
stances, (there  being  no  muster  rolls,  no  papers  upon 
which  the  Committee  of  Claims  could  make  an  estimate 
or  report,)  he  could  only  regret  that  those  who  had 
sacrificed  so  much  to  obey  the  summons  of  their  country 
must  remain  unpaid  until  the  next  seAion. 

The  amendment  making  an  appropriation  of  $50,000 
for  fortifications  at  New  London  having  been  read, 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  a  proviso,  that  this  sum  should  be 
expended  on  Fort  Griswold,  or  a  new  fortification  to 
take  its  place;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PARKS  then  renewed  his  amendment  appropri- 
ating $80,000  for  fortifications  at  the  mouth  of  Penobscot 
river;  which  was  agreed  to. 

DISTRIBUTION  QUESTION. 

Mr.  BELL  then  renewed  his  amendment,  offered 
last  evening  to  the  bill,  as  follows:  That  the  money 
which  should  be  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1838,  reserving  the  sum  of  five 
millions  of  dollars,  should  he  deposited  with  the  several 
States,  according  to  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th  sections  of 
the  "  act  to  regulate  ihedeposite  of  theopublic  moneys,'* 
approved  23d  of  June,  1836. 

Mr.  GRAVES  addressed  the  House  in  f»vor  uf  the 
amendment. 
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Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  said  he  was  utterly  as- 
tonished that  a  subject  so  palpably  plain  and  easy  to 
comprehend,  and  so  manifestly  just  and  right  within 
itself,  should  meet  with  such  opposition  as  it  did  in  this 
tlouse. 

If  I  ft  ere  turned  out  into  the  wide  world  in  search  of 
plain  and  simple  propositions,  (?aid  Mr.  P.,)  I  would  at 
once  seitle  down  on  the  one  before  the  House.  Its  lati- 
tude and  longitude,  and  all  its  various  hearings,  can  be 
marked  with  mathematical  precision.  No  one  can  mis- 
undirstand  it,  **  if  he  has  an  eye  to  see  or  an  ear  to 
hear."  To  give  bsck  to  the  people  their  own  money, 
which  is  not  wanted  for  the  expenses  of  Government, 
seems  to  me  to  require  no  argument  to  support  it. 

This  is  the  proposition  now  before  the  House.  Any 
argument  to  sustain  such  a  self-evident  truth  will  ob- 
scure it,  and  add  nothing  to  its  standing  in  the  mind  of 
any  individuHl. 

My  astonishment  is  greatly  increased  to  see  my  per- 
sonal and  political  friends  oppose  the  measure.  For 
the  good  sense  and  honesty  of  those  friends  I  have  the 
most  profound  respect  and  veneration.  I  am  proud 
that  I  am  honored  with  their  confidence.  This  friend- 
ship has  made  a  lasting  impression  on  my  heart,  so  that  I 
am  the  more  aggrieved  to  know  that  we  may  separate  on 
this  subject.  I  hope  we  will  not  disagree  on  such  a 
proposition,  which  is  so  conducive,  in  my  opinion,  to 
the  best  interests  of  our  country. 

I  cannot  see  any  necessity  for  a  party  action  on  this 
subject.  My  political  friends,  with  whom  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  act,  cannot  discover  any  grounds  on  which 
to  separate.  I  have  been  found  •*  working  in  the  har- 
resb"  with  them  on  all  occasions,  and  will  continue  to 
observe  the  same  course,  let  the  fate  of  this  proposition 
be  decided  one  way  or  the  other.  I  am  not  one  of  those 
individuals  to  condemn  my  political  friends  if  they  do  not 
act  in  every  particular  as  I  do.  On  this  occasion,  they 
may  possess  some  powerful  reason  of  which. I  am  igno- 
rant. I  am  one  of  the  militia  in  our  household.  I  do  nut 
aspire  to  be  a  violent  partisan,  so  as  to  follow  party,  with 
my  tyen  shut,  against  common  sense  and  the  good  of  roy 
country. 

This  being  my  situation,  it  may  be  the  cause  I  cannot 
see  the  reasons  by  which  some  of  my  political  friends 
are  infltienced  on  this  subject.  It  is  not  unreasonable  to 
see  parties  organized  in  every  country.  They  are  in 
this  republic,  and  it  «iould  not  require  the  talents  of  a 
philosopher  to  see  that  they  exist  in  this  House.  In 
order  to  sdvance  the  best  interests  of  the  country, 
certain  measures  must  be  pursued.  These  measures 
ought  to  be  founded  on  principle,  to  advance  the  com- 
mon welfare  of  the  country.  To  prosecute  these  meas- 
ures parties  must  be  formed  and  organized.  I  have  al- 
ways understood  that  this  was  the  object  of  the  great 
democratic  farty  in  the  United  Stales.  To  advance 
the  best  interests  of  my  country  was,  and  is  still,  my  ob- 
ject in  acting  with  this  party.  I  have  been  with  it 
**  time  immemorial."  •*  The  memory  of  man  runneth 
not  to  the  contrarv."  Being  in  this  situation  of  mind 
and  body,  I  appeal  to  my  compeers,  my  political  friends, 
to  unite  and  act  together  on  this  subject,  which  to  my 
mind  is  so  eminently  calculnted  to  advance  the  welfare 
of  the  country.  The  militia  of  our  party  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress  achieved  a  victory  on  this  self-same 
su1}jec^  and  thereby  restored  to  the  people  their  own 
money,  after  deducting  from  it  all  the  appropriations 
which  the  public  good  required.  These  troop?,  without 
their  file  leaders,  captains,  or  sergeants,  associated  to- 
gether, and,  with  the  good  of  their  country  stronger 
impressed  on  their  hearts  than  any  party  discipline, 
achieved  the  victory  above  alluded  to.  I  hope  I  will 
have  the  pleasure  to  see  the  same  men  act  in  the  same 
manner  on  the  same  subject,  this  year,  as  they  did  the 


last.  There  is  nothingfin  the  nature  of  the  subject  to 
change  the  principle  on  which  we  acted  at  the  last  ses* 
sion  of  Congress.  The  people,  to  my  knowledge,  have 
not  remonstrated  against  the  act  of  the  last  session  on 
this  subject.  In  the  name  of  God,  can  we  expect  that  tb« 
people  will  be  displeased  to  have  returned  to  themselves 
their  own  money,  which  the  public  expenditures  do  not 
need?  The  militia,  I  may  term  them  the  national  guard, 
will  again  assemble  around- the  national  standard,  and, 
without  the  interfereftt^  of  their  drilUd  and  drillings 
officers,  sustain  this  proposition,  which  will,  in  my  opin- 
ion, be  hailed  by  our  countrymen  as  one  of  the  best  acts 
of  this  or  any  other  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  proposition  standing  pre-eminently 
above  the  necessity  of  argument.to  sustain  it,  I  »ill  con- 
sider some  of  the  objections  which  are  urged  against  it. 
It  is  contrary  to  the  rules  of  this  House  to  consider  argu- 
ments which  ^ave  been  made  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  Although  these  arguments  were  used  with  no 
doubt  powerful  effect  in  the  committee  last  night,  yet 
we  are  not  at  liberty  to  speak  of  them  in  this  House. 
This  is,  in  my  opinion,  like  many  other  rules,  positively 
against  common  sense,  and  sgainst  the  advancement  of 
the  public  business.  The  members  composing  the  Com-^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole  are  the  same  who  constitute  this 
House,  have  the  same  fMCulties  and  reasoning  powers  in 
one  case  as  in  the  other,  and,  1  presume,  have  the  same 
sentiments  concerning  this  proposition  in  this  House  At 
this  time  as  they  expressed  last  night  in  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  yet  we  csnnot  combat  these  arguments 
here,  and  show  their  fallacy.  The  general  and  com- 
mon-place objection  is,  that  there  will  be  no  surplus 
revenue  in  the  Treasury  to  distribute.  This  srgument 
«RS  suggested  to  me  by  my  friends  who  sit  near  me  be- 
fore I  had  the  honor  to  address  the  Chair.  It  is  to  my 
mind  an  objection  that  is  not  even  blessed  with  a  rein- 
tionship  to  good  sense.  It  is  an  orphan  in  the  world, 
without  a  godfather.  Most  objections,  even  if  they  are 
without  foundation,  can  employ  some  sort  of  arguments 
to  sustain  them;  but  it  is  not  the  case  with  the  one  be- 
fore us.  Even  the  simplest  statement  of  the  case  ought 
to  put  it  to  rest  forever;  that,  if  no  surplus,  no  distribu- 
tion. If  there  is  no  surplus  revenue,  the  act  of  Con- 
gress will  remain  a  dead  letter  in  our  statute  books,  and 
will  be,  in  that  respect,  similar  to  a  thousand  other  in- 
operative paragraphs  in  these  books.  I  cannot  see  why 
a  provision  cannot  be  enacted,  to  be  perpetual,  and 
lasting  forever,  in  relation  to  this  policy.  If  it  be 
right  in  one  year,  it  will  be  proper  and  right  at  any 
other  and  at  all  other  times.  It  would  be  a  singular 
provision  for  a  miller  to  have  a  wastegate  to  let  the  sur- 
plus water  off  his  mill-dam  for  one  year  alone,  and  let 
the  accumulation  of  water  at  other  times  break  his  dam. 
This  may  be  considered  a  very  humble  comparison;  but 
it  is  one  known  to  every  body,  and  is,  in  my  opinion, 
applicable  to  the  case  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  can  compare  our  situation  to  that  of 
people  in  a  steamboat,  in  danger  of  exploding  from  an 
excess  of  steam.  What  is  to  be  done  in  such  a  case? 
Do  you  think,  sir,  that  any  man  of  common  sense  on 
board  the  boat  would  deliberately  keep  up  the  steam, 
and  endanger  the  vessel  and  all  on  board,  by  inevitable 
explosion?  The  prompt  remedy  would  be  to  let  off  the 
steam.  So  with  the  surplus.  Let  it  off.  Yet  I  have 
no  fears  of  the  United  States  exploding  if  the  surplus 
revenue  remain  in  the  banks,  or  in  the  pockets  of  the 
people.  / 

The  conspicuous  Bgure  an  honorable  gentleman  re- 
cently exhibited  on  this  occasion  has  made  a  lasting 
impression  on  my  mind,  and  such  as  I  hope  the  House 
will  indulge  me  in  noticing.  The  gentleman,  with  all 
that  sage  solemnity  with  which  he  is  so  eminently  gifted, 
attempted  to  raise  the  curtain  of  futurity,  and  permit 
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uff  the  uninitiated,  to  take  a  glimpee  at  the  awful  things 
which  woald  take  place,  if  the  proposition  to  distribute 
fucceeded.  The  dissolution  of  the  Government  was 
approaching  to  probability,  and  he  himself  was  la- 
boring under  the  awful  responsibility  of  warning  the 
world  "to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come."  Moreover, 
if  I  recollect  correctly,  he  advanced  an  idea  that  he  then 
considered  the  Government  of  the  United  States  as  rest- 
ing on  bis  back.  This  speech  brought  forcibly  to  my 
mind  the  fable  of  Colonel  Atlas,  of  ancient  times,  "  sus- 
taining the  heavens  on  his  shoulders."  One  story  had 
in  it  about  as  much  truth  as  the  other.  The  locus  in  quo 
of  these  Government  dissolutions  has  been  changed 
from  the  South  to  the  North. 

Mr.  Speaker,  another  objection  urged  against  this 
measure  is,  that  the  proposition  is  not  attached  to  its 
*' yokefellow;"  the  amendment  is  not  made  to  a  proper 
and  appropriate  bill.  1  would  appeal  to  the  good  sense 
of  the  members,  who  are  now  honoring  me  so  much 
with  their  attention  on  this  occasion,  if  it  be  not  a  singu- 
lar time  now,  at  the  close  of  a  short  session,  to  make 
this  objection.  If  we  had  time  to  devote  to  etiquette, 
and  nice  and  strict  ceremony,  then  the  argument  might 
be  considered.  These  aeeundem  ariem  gentlemen  must 
have  more  time  than  we  now  have,  to  urge  these  ob- 
jections with  any  hopes  of  success.  I  am  not  at  all  ac« 
quainted  with  nice  dandyism;  but  I  am  told,  by  their 
rules  and  regulations,  a  person  is  the  most  genteel  to 
wear  a  suit  of  clothes  all  of  the  same  color;  yet  I  see 
around  me  gentlemen  clad  in  different  colors,  and  still 
appear  to  a  great  advantage.  So  it  will  be  with  the 
amendment  to  the  bill  before  the  House.  The  proper 
officers  of  the  Government  will  both  find  it  and  execute 
it,  if  we  pass  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  another  objection  is,  that  it  is  improper, 
and  even  some  say  it  is  unconstitutional,  to  raise  a  sur- 
plus fund  for  distribution.  It  would  be  extremely  un- 
wise to  collect  money  and  distribute  it  to  the  people 
again.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  such  an  idea 
never  once  entered  the  heads  of  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution. It  would  be  not  only  unwise,  but  absurd,  to 
suppose  the  people  would  permit  such  an  idle  ceremony 
to  go  on,  without  either  henor  or  profit  to  themselves. 
This  4)roposition  does  not  impose  the  necessity  on  Con- 
gress to  raise  a  revenue  to  distribute  it.  It  only  pro- 
vides, if  there  exist  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1838,  then,  and  in  that  event,  to  distribute 
k  among  the  States  in  the  proportion  mentioned  in  the 
amendment.  Such  surplus  existing  in  the  Treasury  is  a 
misfbrtunei  but  it  is  one  from  which  we  can  be  relieved 
with  the  greatest  ease.  In  Governments,  as  in  other 
things,  we  cannot  expect  perfection.  The  object  of 
Government,  in  this  respect,  is  to  raise  a  revenue  pro- 
portionate to  the  wants  of  the  Government;  but  it  is  not 
in  the  power  of  the  human  mind,  it  is  not  in  the  com- 
pass of  human  wisdom,  on  all  occasions,  to  make  the 
revenue  correspond  with  the  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  means  by  which  we  raise  our  revenue 
are  such  that  we  cannot  expect  to  make  the  one  equal 
to  the  other  on  all  occasions.  When  we  have  not  enough 
revenue,  we  borrow  to  make  up  the  deficit.  When  we 
have  too  much,  why  not  send  it  back  to  the  people  in 
their  State  Legislatures? 

I  have,  on  all  occasions,  voted  for  every  proposition 
to  reduce  the  tariflf  duties,  and  to  abridge  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  in  such  manner  as  for  the  revenue  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  Government.  I  think  Congress 
has  the  power  to  remodel  what  is  called  **  the  compro- 
mise act."  The  sales  of  the  public  lands  sliould  be  con- 
fined to  actual  settlers,  and  that  at  reduced  prices,  for 
lands  which  have  been  in  market  for  a  number  of  years. 
If  this  course  had  been  pursued,  and  the  proper  reduc- 
tions made,  «e  would  have  had  no  trouble  on  the  sub- 


ject of  the  surplus  revenue.  I  make  no  charges  against 
the  chairman  of  the  committees  having  these  subjects  in 
their  charge,  of  neglecting  their  duties;  but  I  do  not 
see  why  both  the  subjects  of  the  .sale  of  the  public 
lands  and  the  reduction  of  the  tariff  duties  miglit  not 
have  been  acted  on  at  the  present  session.  I  was  at  all 
times  ready  to  act  on  them,  with  or  without  speeches. 

It  is  agreed  on  all  sides  that  money  is  a  dangerous 
neighbor,  and  has  a  corrupting  influence.  It  is  like 
Satan  in  the  garden  of  Eden.  Gentlemen  who  contend 
against  this  amendment  say  that  this  money  will  corrupt 
and  injure  the  people  and  their  State  Legislatures  by 
distributing  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  discover  the  force  of  the  ar- 
gument that  induces  them  to  arrive  at  this  conclusion. 
It  may  impose  on  the  Slate  Legislatures  more  business 
and  responsibilities  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties;  but 
it  cannot  have  a  necessary  tendency  to  corrupt  the  peo- 
ple. 

If  this  proposition  be  rejected,  and  the  money  deposi- 
ted in  the  pet  banks,  what  will  be  the  conieauences^ 
There  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  more  danger  of  corrup- 
tion in  the  latter  case  than  in  the  former.  These  banks 
are  private  corporations,  and  rt-sponsible  to  nobody, 
further  than  they  are  bound  by  dollars  and  cents.  They 
have  the  power,  and  will  act  to  the  best  advantage  to 
make  money,  and  to  retain  the  money  that  may  be  de- 
posited with  them.  They  are  sharp  and  shaving  and 
skinning  in  their  operations,  and  will  move  in  very  acute 
angles  to  make  money. 

I  will  present  to  the  House  another  view  of  these 
banks,  as  to  their  solvency.  It  was  in  former  days  very 
fashionable  for  banks  to  break  and  become  insolvent  to 
a  vast  amount  of  money.  This  is  a  matter  of  history 
known  to  every  body,  legislative,  judicial,  or  otherwise. 
The  country  may  again  be  visited  with  such  a  ca!amity 
as  heretofore,  and  the  banks,  from  one  end  of  the  con- 
federation to  the  other,  may  either  become  insolvent  or 
collapsed  to  such  extent  as  to  be  unable  to  pay  the  gov- 
ernmental deposites.  The  Government  has  already  lost 
vast  sums  by  banks.  The  surplus  funds  being  deposited 
in  these  banks,  thus  situated,  and  liable  to  insolvency,  I 
would  ask  any  candid  man  to  say  in  which  situation 
would  the  money  be  the  most  secure — in  the  banks,  or 
in  the  hands  of  the  people,  managed  by  their  State 
Legislatures?  It  seems  to  me  that  no  man  can  lay  his 
hand  on  his  breast  and  say  that  the  money  is  as  secure 
in  the  banks  as  with  the  people  themselves.  If  the 
public  money  be  intended  for  deposite  only,  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  States  it  is  safe.  If  it  never  is  to  be  re- 
turned, then  it  is  also  safe  in  the  people's  own  pockets. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  seems  unreasonable  to  me  that  the 
banks  should  use  this  public  money,  with  all  their 
liabilities  to  insolvency  and  their  natural  tendency  to 
skin,  and  that,  too,  without  profit  to  the  Government, 
when  the  same  money  may  be  safe  in  the  hands  of  the 
people,  and  used  to  their  own  advantage. 

[At  this  time  the  hour  (three  o'clock)  bad  arrived, 
when  the  House  took  a  recess.] 

EyiiriNa  Sksszoit. 

The  House  met  at  half  past  four  o'clock'.  The  pend- 
ing question  was  on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Bkll,  and  which  was  under  discussion 
when  the  House  took  a  recess. 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  £.  WHITTLESEY  suggested  that  the  House 
should  take  up,  with  a  view  to  reference,  the  bills  on 
the  Speaker's  table,  passing  over  such  as  would  create 
debate. 

Mr.  YELL  objected.  The  bill  first  on  the  list  was  the 
land  bill,  and  he  would  not  consent,  under  any  circum- 
stances, that  that  should  be  passed  over. 
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Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  said  he  would  then  withdraw 
hlB  motion.  If  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Yell] 
was  willing  to  sacrifice  the  whole  bus'ness  of  the  country 
to  that  one  bill,  so  be  it. 

Mr.  Mccarty  said  there  was  a  Senate  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, 10  the  reference  of  which  his  friend  from  Arkansas 
would,  he  was  sure,  not  objectt  and  that  was  the  bill 
making  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland  rosd.  Mr. 
McC.  moved  that  it  be  taken  up  and  referred. 

Mr.  YELL  objected.  He  had  himself  two  or  three 
bills  on  the  table,  which  he  was  very  anxious  to  have  re- 
ferredi  but  he  would  rather  that  they  should  all  go  down 
together,  than  that  the  land  bill  should  be  put  aside. 

And,  the  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Habdin  hav- 
ing been  taken,  a  call  of  the  House  waa  ordered. 

And,  the  roll  having  been  called,  one  hundred  and  one 
members  answered  to  their  names. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  moved  a  suspension  of  the  proceed- 
ings on  the  call(  which  motion  was  rejected. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  names  of  the 
absentees, 

When  Mr.  GRENNELL  again  moved  a  suspension,* 
which  motion  was  rejected. 

The  roll  of  absentees  waa  gone  over,  and  there  ap- 
peared one  hundred  and  sixty-two  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  all  further  pro- 
ceedings on  the  call  were  suspended. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  having,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  MERGER,  been  read, 

Mr.  HARDIN  called  for  the  yeas  and  naysf  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  BOON  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  now  to  oflTer  an- 
other amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  in  order  to  offer  .an 
amendment  to  an  amendment. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  said  that,  as  the  question  before  the 
House  was  extremely  important,  and  aa  there  was  not  a 
lacge  number  of  members  present,  be  would  move  a 
call  of  the  House;  and  on  that  motion  he  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
were:  Yeas  73,  nays  131. 
(^  So  the  call  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative:  Yeas  114,  nays  92,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman 
Allen,  Anthony,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Bi*''ggSf  Buchanan,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  George  Chsmbers, 
John  Chambers,  Chetwood,  Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Clai- 
borne, Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cusbing,  Dar- 
lington, Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Dunlap,  Everett, 
Forester,  Fowler,  French,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves, 
Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin, 
Harlan,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Hazel- 
tine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hunt,  Hunts- 
man, Ingersoll,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer,  Henry 
Jnltnson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Laporte,  Lawrence, 
Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  Job 
Mann,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCarty,  McComas, 
McKennan,  Mercer,  Montgomery,  Morris,  Parker,  James 
A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potls, 
Heed,  Kencher,  John  Reynolds,  Robertson,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields  Slade,  Span- 
gler,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland, 
Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Underwood,  Vinton, 
Washington,  White,  Eltsha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Young— 114^ 

Nats — Messrs.  Ash,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bockee,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burns, 
Cambreleng,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  JoKn  F.  H. 
Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary, 
Cu»Uman,   Duubleday,  Fairfield,   Farlin,   Fry,   Fuller, 


Galbraith,  James  Garland,  Gbolson,  Gillet,  Grantland^ 
Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Uaynes,  Holt, 
Hubley,  Huntington,  Ingham,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Jobnaon, 
Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jooet,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kling- 
ensmith,  Lansing,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee, 
Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Abijah  Mann,  Martin, 
William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim« 
McLene,  Miller,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Parlv*  Patterson* 
Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phelps* 
Pinckney,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Sey- 
mour, Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thonnas,  John 
Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener* 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
Yell— 93. 
So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  adopted. 
Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  inserting  after  tlie  word  «  States"  the 
following:  *<  in  proportion  to  the  ratio  of  the  representa- 
tion of  auch  States  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  M.  wished  merely  to  say  that,  in  offering  tbia 
amendment,  he  asked  for  nothing  more  than  the  vote  of 
the  House  besides  the  principle  contained  in  it,  whicb 
presented  the  question  whether  the  principles  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  were  to  be  adhered  tQ 
or  not. 

Mr.  YELL  said  that,  before  the  vote  was  taken  od 
this  important  subject,  he  wished  to  say  but  a  few 
wordsi  and  l^e  would  be  as  brief  as  possible,  because  at 
this  late  day  be  was  not  disposed  to  detain  the  House* 
and  thus  obstruct  the  general  course  of  business.  He 
deemed  it  proper  to  avail  himself  of  the  occasion  to 
briefiy  and  freely  express  the  reasons  which  bad  gov- 
erned his  course  in  relation  to  the  proposed  amendment 
to  the  bill«  and  this  be  was  bound  to  do,  in  justice  to 
himself  and  the  young  and  flourishing  State  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent.  1  voted,  Mr.  Speaker,  (continued 
Mr.  Y.,)  against  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bkll,]  because  I  am  of 
opinion  that  this  bill,  if  passed,  and  sanctioned  by  the 
President,  (and  1  trust  that  it  never  will  receive  the 
countenance  of  that  distinguished  man  and  iJluatriou* 
statesman,)  will  at  once  catablish  a  system  demoralizing 
and  corrupting  in  its  influences,  and  tend  to  the  destruc- 
lion  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  and  render  tbem 
dependent  suppliants  on  the  General  Government.  The 
power  and  patronage  of  this  Government  should  not  thus 
be  perverted  for  the  base  purpose  of  degrading  and 
withering  the  independence  of  the  States^  that  glorious 
independence,  Mr.  Speaker,  wbicb,  sneer  at  it  aa  gen- 
tlemen may  who  come  from  particular  sections  of  the 
Union— sections,  sir,  where  aristocracy  is  getting  the 
mastery  of  our  democratic  and  federative  principles — 
must  be  the  last  bulwark  of  liberty.  But,  sir,  I  am  op- 
posed to  this  measure  on  other  and  not  leas  tangible 
grounds.  Sir,  I  behold  in  this  plan  of  distribution,  what 
every  enlightened  mind  can  readily  discover,  a  deep  and 
a  maturetl  plan,  conceived  and  nurtured  by  the  high 
tariff  party,  to  continue  and  conaolidate  their  odious 
acheme  of  injustice  and  oppression.  And,  strange  aa  it 
may  appear,  it  is  now  advocated,  and  probably  will  re- 
ceive the  votes  of  gentlemen  from  the  Middle  and  South- 
ern States,  once  the  uncompromising  opponents  of  the 
tariff  principle,  but  who  now  are  ready  to  fall  at  the  foot 
of  Baal,  and  sacrifice  former  principles  and  prufessioos 
for  the  purpose  of  filling  their  State  treasuries  at  the 
expense  ol  the  people— -by  recognising  and  establishing 
a  system  of  taxation  aa  oppresaive  aa  it  ia  uoconslitu- 
tional.  And,  sir,  the  brave  and  hardy  people  of  the 
young  and  vigoroua  State  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent  are  called  on  to  subscribe  to  such  heresies  and 
denationalizing  dogmas.  The  man  who  expects  any 
thing  of  the  kind  from  the  people,  of  Arkansas  knows 
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but  little  of  their  chatacter;  or,  knowing  it,  would 
basely  roisrepreaent  them,  and  bow  at  the  temple  of 
Mammon. 

This  measure  of  distribution,  since  it  has  been  a  hob- 
by horse  for  gentlemen  to  ride  on,  has  presented  an 
anomalous  spectacle.  The  time  yet  belongs  to  the  his- 
tory of  this  Congress,  when  honorable  gentlemen  from 
Che  South  and  the  West  were  daily  found  arraying  them- 
selves against  every  species  of  unnecessary  taxation, 
boldly  avowing  that  they  were  opposed  to  any  and  all 
tariff  systems  which  would  yield  a  revenue  beyond  the 
actual  wants  and  demands  of  the  Government.  Such 
was  their  language  but  a  few  weeks  or  months  ngo\  and, 
in  procUiming  it,  they  struggled  bard  to  excel  each 
other  in  zeal  and  violence.  And  now,  sir,  what  is  the 
spectacle  we  behold?  A  system  of  distribution,  another 
and  a  specious  name  for  a  system  of  bribery,  has  been 
started;  the  hounds  are  in  full  cry;  and  the  same  honor- 
able and  patriotic  gentlemen  now  step  forward,  and,  at 
the  watchword  of  **put  money  in  thy  purse;  ay,  put 
money  in  thy  purse,"  vote  for  the  distribution  or  bribery 
measure,  the  eflTect  of  which  is  to  entail  on  this  country 
a  system  of  taxation  and  oppression  which  has  had  no 
parallel  since  the  days  of  the  tea  and  ten-penny  tax — two 
frifhtful  measures  of  discord,  which  roused  enfeebled 
colonies  to  rebellion,  and  led  to  the  foundation  of  this 
mighty  republic.  But  we  are  told,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
this  proposed  distribution  is  only  for  momentary  dura- 
tion; that  it  is  necessary  to  relieve  the  Treasury  of  a 
redundant  income,  and  that  it  will  speedily  be  discon- 
tinued! Indeed,  sir!  What  evidence  have  we  of  the 
fact?  What  evidence  do  we  require  to  disprove  the 
assertion?  This  scheme  was  commenced  the  last  ses- 
sion; it  has  been  introduced  to  this;  and  let  me  tell  you, 
Mr.  Speaker,  it  never  will  be  abandoned  so  long  as  the 
high  tariff  party  can  wheedle  the  people  with  a  siren 
lullaby,  and  cheat  them  out  of  their  rights  by  dszzling 
the  vision  with  gold,  and  deluding  the  fancy  by  the  at- 
tributes of  sophistry.  Depend  upon  it,  sir,  if  this  bale- 
ful system  of  distribution  be  not  nipped  in  the  bud,  it 
will  betray  the  people  into  submission  by  a  species  of 
taxation  which  no  nation  on  earth  ahould  endure. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  wantonly  impugn  any  man's 
motives,  nor  will  I  speak  to  wound  any  man's  sensibili- 
ty; but  I  must  be  permitted  to  speak  plainly  and  with 
candor,  and  I  trust  no  one  will  deem  me  discourteous  if 
1  frankly  remark  that  the  conduct  of  certain  Southern 
gentlemen,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  has  been,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  equivocal,  and  has  almost  tempted  me  to 
doubt  the  evidence  of  my  own  senses.  Are  they  sincere 
and  disinterested f  It  is  not  my  province  to  doubt  them; 
but  let  me  say,  sir,  that  they  appear  to  demonstrate  by 
their  acts  a  degree  of  insincerity,  if  their  former  profes- 
sions can  be  relied  on;  for,  though  once  loudly  clamor- 
ous against  the  tariff,  they  are  now  found  engaged,  hy 
means  not  decidedly  indirect,  opposing  any  measure 
that  has  a  tendency  to  reduce  taxation.  They  assail 
the  land  bill,  because  it  would  reduce  the  tariff  some 
$15,000,000  or  $30,000,000;  and  show  most  clearly  and 
conclusively,  by  their  votes,  that  they  will  not  go  for 
those  measures  of  reduction  for  which  the  South  has  so 
long  contended.  Their  only  object  now  appears  to  be 
the  creation  of  a  redundant  Treasury,  for  the  miserable 
purpose  of  distribution. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  scheme  of  accumulation  and  distri- 
bution presents  to  the  world  a  spectacle  equally  to  be 
deplored  and  ridiculed.  To  combat  it  with  argument 
would  be  to  waste  the  time  of  the  House  and  the 
country  in  discussing  an  absurdity.  The  whole  system 
is  not  only  wrong,  but  it  is  contemptible.  What  is  it, 
sirf  Ay,  sir,  what  is  it'  It  is  a  scheme  to  tax  the  South 
and  West,  to  protect  the  nhanufactures  of  the  North — 
of  New  EngUnd«-that  section  of  the  country  which 


IS  now  engaged  in  generating  agitation  and  strife,  for 
the  openly-avowed  purpose  clipping  the  institutions  of 
every  State  south  and  west  of  the  Potomac,  and  render- 
ing them  mere  colonial  dependencies,  the  servile  hacks 
and  serfs  of  New  England.  It  is  a  scheme  to  tax  you 
and  me,  sir,  and  the  Sergeantat-arms,  if  you  please,  by 
the  way  of  analogy,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into  our 
pockets  ten  cents  out  of  every  dollar  that  the  hand  of 
oppression  took  out  of  our  pockets.  The  scheme,  sir* 
to  say  nothing  of  its  injustice,  is  contemptible;  it  is  un- 
worthy of  the  enlightened  age  in  which  we  live;  it  sets 
all  the  principles  of  political  economy  at  defiance, 
laughs  Adam  Smith,  Say,  Ricardo,  and  Bentham,  to 
scorn;  and  where,  let  me  ask,  was  the  world  ever  be- 
fore regaled  with  the  spectacle  of  a  people's  taxing 
themselves  to  the  tune  of  millions,  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  surplusage  back  again,  at  a  discount  of  nine- 
ty per  centum;  taking  from  the  citizen  a  dollar,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  him  ten  cents?  Bu%  sir,  I  will  not 
discuss  a  proposition  so  monstrous.  ' 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  appeal  to  gentlemen  to  say  if  they  are 
prepared  to  oppose  a  proposition  to  reduce  the  revenue 
to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  by  reducing  the  tariff 
on  imports,  or  by  the  passage  of  a  land  bill,  if  they  were 
certain  that  the  surplus  was  to  remain  in  the  Treasury. 
I  am  satisfied  that  no  gentleman  would  i^te  for  a  system 
which  would  tend  to  fill  the  Treasury,  without  a  certain- 
ty of  their  receiving  a  portion  of  the  plunder;  and  yet 
we  find  those  very  men,  by  their  votes,  filling  your  pub- 
lic coffers  so  as  to  enable  them  to  receive  their  portion 
of  the  spoils. 

Sir,  (continued  Mr.  Y.,)  I  enter  my  protest  against  a 
system  of  bargain  and  corruption,  which  is  to  be  execu- 
ted by  parties  of  different  political  complexions,  fur  the 
purpose  of  dividing  the  spoils  which  they  have  plunder- 
ed from  the  people.  If  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  are  • 
to  be  continued  for  the  benefit  of  the  speculators  who 
go  to  the  West  in  multitudes  for  the  purpose  of  legally 
stealing  the  lands  and  improvements  of  the  people  of 
the  new  States,  I  hope  my  constituents  may  know  who 
it  is  that  thus  imposes  upon  them  a  S}'stem  of  legalized 
fraud  and  oppression.  1^  sir,  my  constituents  are  to  be 
sacrificed  by  the  maintenance  of  a  system  of  persecu- 
tion, got  up  and  carried  on  for  the  purpose  of  filling  the 
pockets  of  others  to  their  ruin,  1  wish  them  to  know 
who  is  the  author  of  the  enormity.  I  had  hoped,  Mr. 
Speaker,  and  that  hope  has  not  yet  been  abandoned, 
that,  if  ever  this  branch  of  the  Government  is  bent  on 
the  destruction  of  the  rights  of  the  people  and  a  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution,  there  is  yet  one  ordeal  for  it 
to  pass,  where  it  may  be  shorn  of  its  baneful  aspect . 
And,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  trust  in  God  that,  in  its  passage 
through  that  ordeal,  it  will  find  vTquieltu, 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  was  perfectly  astonished  to  see  such  a 
proposition  as  the  one  before  us  emanating  from  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Maitv;]  and.  sir,  I 
would  like  to  know  if  it  is  to  be  considered  a  *'  premon- 
itory symptom"  of  the  coming  sdministration.  If  it  is 
to  be  considered  in  such  a  light,  f,  for  one,  wish  to 
know  it,  though  a  warm  supporter  of  the  President 
elect;  for  if  it  be  his  policy  to  plunder  one  portion  of 
the  country  to  fill  the  pockets  of  the  other,  I  shall  with- 
draw my  support  from  that  distinguished  msn;  but 
where  I  shou'd  go,  sir,  would  be  a  matter  of  doubt  and 
uncertainty.  Sir,  I  hope  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  contem- 
plates no  such  policy;  and  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  in  stsrting  this  monstrous  measure,  has,  I  hope, 
acted  on  his  individual  responsibility.  But  if  this  scheme 
should  succeed,  Mr.  Speaker,  my  constituents  are  to  be 
sold  to  the  manufacturers  of  the  North;  they  are  to  be 
plundered  of  hajf  they  are  worth  by  this  unholy  scheme 
or  combination;  and,  when  I  contemplate  these  facts,  I 
am  astonished  to  see  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
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from  New  York,  which  proposes  to  take  two  thirds  of 
the  spoils,  which  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Bill]  would  give  them,  and  divide  it 
among  the  large  States. 

Mr.  Speaker,  before  I  resume  my  seat,  let  me  say  that 
if  a  firm  effort  had  been  made  to  reduce  the  tariff*  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government,  and  it  had  failed,  if  the  land 
bill  now  on  your  table  had  been  taken  up  and  negatived, 
and  all  attempts  to  get  rid  of  a  redundant  Treasury  had 
proved  unavailing,  in  that  event  I  should  not  have  in- 
terposed an  objection  .to  a  distribution,  for  the  best  of 
reasons.  It  would  then  have  been  the  duty  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislature  to  distribute  or  loan  to  the  States  such 
surplusage  as  might  be  on  hand,  after  defraying  all  the 
expenses  of  the  Government.  Then,  sir,  in  such  an 
event,  I  should  not  have  hesitated  to  vote  for  the  distri- 
bution, because  I  should  consider  the  money  more  safe 
in  the  hands  of  the  people  than  in  any  Government 
bank,  subjected  to  the  temptations  of  the  speculator, 
and  to  frauds  and  failures.  But,  sir,  if  this  distribution 
must  take  place,  if  the  people  must  '*  touch  the  coin, 
though  it  do  blast  them,"  1  hope  that  something  like 
honor  will  be  manifested  in  the  manner  of  disposal;  and, 
let  me  add,  sir,  if  the  plunder  must  come  to  us  I  hope 
that  my  constituents,  unlike  him  of  old,  who  accepted 
the  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  may  be  accused,  not  indeed 
of  betraying  the  Saviour  of  mankind,  or  of  betraying 
their  country,  a  kindred  enormity,  but  of  having  been 
forced  to  participate  in  a  revel  among  the  spoils  of  the 
people,  contrary  to  their  own  wishes,  better  opinions, 
and  sounder  judgment. 

I  have  deemed  myself  called  upon  to  say  thus  much 
on  this  subject.  I  entertain  no  fears  for  the  issue.  I 
represent  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  the  people  of  Ar- 
kansas— a  people,  sir,  who,  though  they  have  just 
sprung  into  political  existence,  are  too  pure  to  be  cor- 
rupted by  your  gold,  too  enlightened  to  be  deceived, 
too  brave  to  shrink  from  danger,  and  too  patriotic,  too 
noble,  and  too  independent,  to  be  sold  like  sheep  in 
shambles.  To  them,  sir,  1  bold  myself  responsible  for 
all  my  public  acts;  and  I  have  studied  them  to  little  pur- 
pose if  my  conduct  on  this  occasiori  does  not  meet  their 
approbation. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  said,  though  he  him- 
self was  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  yet  he  submitted  the  question  of  order 
to  the  Chair,  whether  an  amendment  could  be  moved -to 
one  already  adopted,  which  went  to  change  its  principle. 

The  CHAIK  ruled  the  amendment  to  be  in  order,  be- 
cause it  might  come  in  as  a  second  branch  of  the  propo- 
sition. It  would  not  be  In  order  to  move  to  strike  out 
any  part  of  the  adopted  amendment,  but  it  would  be  in 
order  to  add  a  pHragraph  or  a  prov  so  to  it. 

Mr.  BOON  said  that  if  the  proposition  then  under 
consideration,  to  distribute  any  portion  of  the  surplus 
revenue  among  the  States,  that  may  be  in  the  Treasury 
on  tli%  Ist  day  of  January,  1838,  should  become  a  law, 
he  sincerely  hoped  that  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Mahn]  would  be  re- 
jected by  the  House.  Sir,  (said  Mr.B.,)  a  more  unjust 
proposition  toward  the  new  States  could  not  have  enter- 
ed into  the  mind  of  man  than  the  one  proposed  by  the 
honorable  member  from  New  York;  and,  more  espe- 
cially, the  S'ate  which  Mr.  B.  had  the  honor  in  part  to 
represent  on  the  floor  of  Congress.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,) 
if  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue  (if  any  there  be) 
shall  be  made  upon  the  basis  of  representation  in  the 
House  of  Represen'alive?,  manifest  mjustice  would  be 
dune  to  all  the  new  States. 

Under  the  census  of  1830,  the  State  of  Indiana  is  enti- 
tled to  seven  Representatives  upon  this  floor;  whereas, 
at  this  time,  from  the  increase  of  population  since  the 
year  1830,  Indiana  would  be  entitled  to  at  least  twelve. 


if  not  thirteen.  Representatives  in  Congress  under  the 
present  ratio  of  representation  among  the  several  Statesi 
whereas,  in  most  of  the  old  States,  the  increase  of  pop- 
ulation since  the  year  1830  has  not  been  such  as  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  their  Representatives  in  Congress 
under  the  present'ratio,  apportioning  the  number  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress  among  the  several  States  of  the 
Union.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  if,  under  this  view^ 
of  the  subject,  manifest  injustice  would  not  be  done  to 
the  new  States,  should  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  be  adopted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  voted  for  the  distribution  bill 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  he  had  just  voted 
for  the  same  principle  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  bill 
now  under  consideration;  but  he  would  take  the  oppor- 
tunity then  afiror<iled  him  to  say  that,  in  both  instances, 
he  regretted  most  sincere]3Ltbat  circumstances  should 
have  compelled  him  to  vote  for  or  against  the  measure. 
Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had,  on  all  proper  occasions,  op- 
posed the  policy  of  taxii>g  the  people  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  a  surplus  revenue,  to  be  distributed  among  the 
several  States,  as  such  a  system  would  be  to  tax  the 
many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  Gentlemen  might  en- 
deavor to  make  the  system  popular,  by  pretending  to 
return  to  the  dear  people  that  which  they  h»ve  been  ia- 
strumenUl  in  wresting  from  the  pockets  of  the  people, 
by  an  unholy  system  of  taxation  not  demanded  by  tbe 
wants  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  not  yet  given  up  to  despair. 
He  yet  felt  encouragement  in  the  firm  conviction  that 
the  day  was  not  far  distant  when  the  freemen  of  this 
country  would  indignantly  throw  off  the  shackles  that 
have  already  too  long  enslaved  them,  and  would  not 
longer  be  humbugged  by  false  pretences  of  having  re- 
turned to  them  the  money  which  has  been  wrested  from 
their  pockets  by  a  system  of  over-taxing  the  many  for 
the  benefit  of  the  few.  The  people  are  now  told  by  a 
certain  class  of  politicians  that  there  is  remaining  in  tbe 
Treasury  a  considerable  amount  of  money  over  and 
above  the  wants  of  the  Gpvernment,  which  ought  to  be 
returned  to,  and  distributed  among,  the  dear  people  of 
the  several  States.  And  how,  I  ask,  is  it  to  be  effected 
with  advantage  to  the  great  body  of  the  tax-paying  com- 
munity^ Why,  s'r,  afler  an  odious  and  unjust  system  of 
taxation  has  been  fastened  and  riveted  upon  the  people, 
by  which  a  large  surplus  revenue  is  produced,  and  after 
deducting  about  twenty-five  per  cent,  for  collecting  tlie 
same,  it  is  then  most  graciously  proposed  to  distribute 
the  remainder  thereof  among  the  several  States,  in  order 
that  it  may  again  return  to  the  dear  people,  whose  in- 
terest  and  future  welfare  are  always  so  near  tbe  heart  of 
the  political  demagogue. 

The  tax-paying  people  of  this  country  first  earn  the 
money  that  pays  their  taxes  under  the  authority  of  law, 
by  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  and  by  the  sweat  of  their 
brow  they  will  have  to  re-earn  their  respective  portions 
of  the  surplus  revenue  when  it  shall  have  been  deposit- 
ed in  the  State  treasuries.  The  true  question  to  be  de- 
cided by  the  people  of  this  country  is,  shall  there  be  a 
new  and  novel  policy  introduced  in  this  Government, 
which  has  for  its  object  the  raising  of  a  surplus  revenue 
for  distribution  among  the  States;  or  shall  the  taxes  of 
the  people  be  reduced  to  the  legitimate  wants  of  the 
Government?  This  is  the  only  true  issue  to  be  made 
before  tbe  people;  and  to  this  question  the  public  mind 
should  be  particularly  drawn  by  all  those  who  stand 
opposed  to  monopolies,  and  all  privileged  orders  of 
every  character  whatever. 

Tiie  people  will  be  fully  satisfie^l  in  a  short  time,  that 
the  depositing  of  the  surplus  revenue  in  the  several 
State  treasuries  will  not  have  the  eflPect  of  again  return- 
ing to  the  people  their  Respective  portions  of  the  money 
that  has  been  unnecessarily  and  unrighteously  drawn 
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frofla  their  pockets  by  an  unjust  system  of  taxation  by 
the  General  Government.  Mr.  B.  said  that,  in  looking 
into  this  subject  of  creating  a  surplus  revenue  to  be  dis- 
tributed amon);  the  Stafes,  be  could  view  it  in  no  other 
light  than  having  a  direct  tendency  to  destroy  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Slate  Governments;  and  if  possible  to 
do  so,  to  corrupt  the  people  themselves  witli  their  own 
money.  The  question  of  every  wise  lel^iBlator  in  Con- 
gress should  be  as  to  the  best^  mode  of  reducing  the 
taxes  already  imposed  on  the  people  so  as  to  raise  a  suf- 
ficient amount  only  of  revenue  to  supply  the  legitimate 
wants  of  the  General  Government,  and  not  as  to  what 
'shall  be  done  with  the  surplus  revenue.  Reduce  the 
burdens  of  taxation  now  imposed  upon  the  people  to 
the  wants  of  the  Government,  and  leave  the  surplus 
where  it  should  be — in  the  pockets  of  its  rightful 
owners. 

Mr.  McKEON  said  he  was  satisBed,  from  (he  course 
the  debate  had  taken,  that  a  general  impression  ex- 
isted that  something  ought  to  be  done,  and  without 
delay,  to  remedy  the  difficulty  in  which  the  country 
was  now  placed  by  its  overflowing  Treasury.  He,  in 
common  with  many  who  had  addressed  the  House  on 
this  subject,  believed  that  a  reduction  of  the  revenue 
ought  to  be  attempted;  and  he  thought  (hat  a  favorable 
opportunity  was  now  presented  to  gentlemen  who  were 
anxious  to  reduce  our  receipts,  to' exhibit  the  evidence 
of  their  zeal.  The  tarifT  bill  offered  a  fair  opportunity. 
He  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  it  would  be  in  order  to  ofTer, 
as  an  amendment,  (he  bill  of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Cix- 
BREiB^o,]  or  the  bill  from  the  Senate  in  relation  to  a 
reduction  of  the  tariff.  [The  Cbair  said  it  would  not.] 
Sir,  if  it  is  not  in  order,  I  roust  submit.  I  am  disposed 
to  believe  that  if  distribution  is  now  before  us,  the  meas- 
ures which  would  reduce  your  revenue  might  not  be  out 
of  place.  On  every  side  it  is  admitted  that  your  income 
far  exceeds  the  wants  of  the  Government;  and  yet,  it 
appears,  we  are  called  upon  to  continue  legislation  cal- 
culated to  keep  up  this  strange  system.  I  was  one  of 
that  small  minority  which,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
voted  against  your  deposite  bill,  as  it  was  called,  but  a 
distribution  bill'  in  fact.  I  have  seen  that  minority  more 
than  doubled  on  the  vote  just  taken.  I  have  not  regret- 
ted, as  yet,  the  opposition  which  I  gave  to  the  system  of 
distribution:  I  saw  in  the  scheme  the  means  of  fastening 
upon  the  country-  a  high  tariff.  Opposed,  as  I  am,  to 
raising  unnecessary  revenue  from  the  people;  educated 
in  the  school  of  politics  which  insists  thajt  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  administered  economically;  that  the  in- 
dustry of  the  people  should  not  be  taxed  beyond  what^ 
is  absolutely  required  for  the  wants  (and  those  wants 
limited)  of  the  Government,  I  could  never  assent  to  the 
doctrine  which  sanctioned  unnecessary  taxation,  and 
plundered  the  poor  for  the  base  purpose  of  enriching 
the  public  coffers.  Gentlemen  say  (his  is  returning  the 
money  to  the  people.  I  am  aware  it  is  by  (bis  plausible 
argument  they  wish  to  deceive  the  people  into  a  sup- 
port of  this  new  principle.  All  I  ask  is,  that  gentlemen 
will  not  take  the  money  from  the  people.  It  never  can 
be  returned  to  the  individuals  from  whom' it  is  taken. 
It  is  taken  from  every  human  being  who  consumes  an 
article  of  food  or  raiment.  You  tax  the  bread  the  poor 
man  eats,  the  coal  that  warms  him,  the  blanket  that  cov- 
ers him.  You  plunder  him  in  various  ways,  and  proclaim, 
at  the  same  time,  the  fact  of  an  overflowing  Treasury. 
Why,  sir,  is  not  this  the  purest  form  of  oppression?  I3 
not  this  exercise  of  power  of  taxation  not  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which  the  Government  was  formed,  but  for 
other  purposes,  suflicient  to  arouse  the  people?  Who 
will  insist  tha^,  by  any  process,  the  same  amount  of 
money  collected,  which  is  abstracted,  can  be  returned 
to  the  saoie  individual? 

1  am  sstonished  to  fiud  upon  this  floor  the  strange  as- 
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sociation  which  is  presented  of  those  who  have  been  dis- 
tinguished as  the  opponents  of  a  high  tariff  united  with 
those  who  have  been  its  inflexible  and  warmest  support- 
ers. I  am  more  astonished  to  find  gentlemen  who  are 
known  to  belong  to  that  sect  in  this  country  character- 
ized by  devotion  to  a  strict  construction  of  the  constitu- 
tion, advocating  a  doctrine  which,  some  years  since,  was 
denounced  by  a  Senator  of  the  highest  standing  as  un- 
constitutional, dangerous,  absurd,  and  inexpedient,  and 
would  convert  the  Government  into  an  ofHce  of  collec- 
tion and  distribution.  I  refer  to  one  who  has  been  looked 
up  to  as  the  head  of  that  ultra  strict  construction  school. 
And  yet  we  find  those  who  profess  to  follow  these  lightr, 
and  to  be  guided  by  this  wisdom,  proclaiming  their  at- 
tachment to  this  same  principle  of  distribution.  Not  a 
man  of  them  who  would  not  denounce  any  plan  to  inter- 
fere with  the  ddmestic  arrangements  of  the  several  States; 
and,  nevertheless,  are  promoting,  indirectly,  the  very 
measures  they  are  opposed  to.  What  must  be  the  result 
of  your  distribution?  The  States  will  rely  upon  the  Gen- 
eral Government;  (hey  will  turn  their  eyes  towards  this 
Capitol  as  the  point  from  which  gulden  streams  are  to 
be  poured  forth  upon  them  to  carry  on  (heir  internal  im- 
provements; you  will  make  the  Stales  dependent  upon 
the  General  Government,  instead  ofthis  Government  de- 
pendent upon  the  States:  in  a  word,  you  will  change 
the  whole  form  of  your  Governmen%  you  will  destroy  its 
nature,  and,  instead  of  having  it  simple  and  economical, 
you  will  transform  it  into  one  complicated  and  extrava- 
gant. The  gentleman  from  Arkansas  says  that  New  York 
is  willing  to  go  into  the  robbery.' 

[Mr.  Yeil  here  explained  by  saying  that  New  York 
objected  to  the  measure;  but,  if  there  was  to  be  a  robbe- 
ry, that  they  had  no  objection  £0  rob  the  small  States  of 
the  most  they  could  get.] 

Mr.  McK.  continued.  New  York  asked,  in  this  or 
any  other  matter,  nothing  more  than  justice.  Her  mem^ 
hers  on  that  floor  were  divided  on  the  question  last  year; 
amongst  them  an  honest  difference  of  opinion  existed. 
His  colleague's  [Mr.  Makk'b]  amendment  was  intended 
to  remedy  »ome  of  the  injustice  of  the  last  act.  It  pro- 
posed to  distribute  according  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  money  was  raised.  New  York*  from  her  vast  popu- 
lation, was  entitled  to  a  largs  amount  under  any  ratio  of 
distribution.  Under  the  last  act,  she  was  deprived  of  a 
very  large  amount  to  which  she  was,  by  every  principle 
of  equity,  entitled;  and  no  objection  ought  to  be  made 
to  inserting  the  amendment.  As  for  himself,  (Mr.  McK. 
said,)  with  or  without  the  amendment,  he  should  not 
sustain  the  proposition.  He  could  not  consent  to  add 
another  link  to  the  chain  which  would  manacle  those 
who  were  anxious  to  relieve  the  people  from  oppressive 
taxation — taxation  which  never  would  be  submitted  to 
by  the  American  people  when  discovered  (o  be  without 
reason;  that  people  would,  from  this  very  discussion, 
see  the  question  of  distribution  on  the  one  side,  and  re- 
duction on  the  other,  and  he  had  no  doubt  what  directions 
would  be  given  by  them  to  their  representatives.  The 
people  would  soon  be  heard,  demanding  legislation  of  a 
different  character  from  that  now  before  us.  They  would 
soon  insist  that  measures  should  be  taken  to  check  the 
revenues  derived  not  only  from  your  customs,  but  from 
your  public  lands.  To  the  members  on  that  floor  who 
were  desirous  of  having  any  action  on  either  of  those  great 
topics,  he  made  an  appeal  whether  they  could  hope  for  suc- 
cess so  long,  as  this  policy  of  distribution  should  be  main- 
tained. To  those  who  were  anxious  to  preserve  the  com- 
mercial community  from  agitation  by  disturbing^and  dri- 
ving into  unnatural  channels  thecapitftl  raised  by  the  rev- 
enues of  the  Government,  he  appealed  whether  they  were 
willing  to  entail  upon  the  country,  by  a  second  division, 
a  system  which  must  necessarily  agitate  the  mercantile 
operations  of  the  nation.     We  had  the  experience  of  the 
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past  year,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  lost  upon  us.  For  him- 
self, he  hoped  that,  although  the  session  was  drawing 
rapidly  to  a  close,  still  that  some  movement  should  be 
made  to  bring  down  the  receipts  to  the  economical  wants 
of^the  Government.  In  such  reduction  he  saw  safety' and 
prosperity  for  the  country;  in  the  distribution  he  saw 
danger  and  difficulties.  ' 

Mr.  MANN  modified  his  amendment,  so  as  to  put  it  in 
the  form  of  a  proviso. 

Mr.  TURRILL  then  demanded  the  previous  question, 
but  the  House  refused  to  second  it: -Yeas  75^  nays  110. 

The  debate  was  then  resumed. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  he  would  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Manv,]  though  he 
had  voted  against  the  bill  of  the  last  session — a  vote  of 
which  he  was  rendered  prouder  and  prouder  by  every 
additional  day.  He  would  vote  for  the  ansendroent  of  his 
colleague,  not  because  he  favored  the  principle  of  dis- 
tribution, for  it  was  a  principle  so  obnoxious  to  him,  that, 
do  what  you  please,  he  could  not  vote  for  or  compro- 
mise it;  but  if  we  must  have  distribution,  let  us,  at  least, 
have  such  a  ratio  as  shall  possess  something  like  the  sem- 
blance of  justice.  1'he  amendment  of  his  colleague  pro- 
vided that  the  surplus  should  be  distributed  according  to 
the  same  rule  by  which  the  money  was  raised  by  taxa- 
tion from  the  people.  The  rule  for  distribution  adopted 
by  the  act  of  last  session  was  wholly  indefensible. 

Mr.  V.  said  he  had  very  attentively  noticed  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  the  proposition  for  this  new  distribution, 
which  had  just  been  carried;  and  though  he  had  often 
heard  of  Yankee  acuteness  and  sagacity,  though  he  had 
often,  while  he  had  been  connected  with  the  delibera- 
tions of  this  House,  seen  them  most  strikingly  exempli- 
fied, he  had  never  seen  them  more  signally  illustrated 
than  on  this  occasion.  Gentlemen  from  the  tariff  dis- 
tricts of  the  East,  and  mafty  gentlemen  from  the  South, 
in  relation  to  the  subject  now  before  U9,  were  going 
band  in  hand,  and  sailing  in  the  same  boat;  but,  without 
much  disparaging  the  sagacity  of  gentlemen  from  the 
South,  be  must  he  permitted  to  use  an  old  and  homely 
adage,  and  say  that  the  Yankees  **  best  knew  on  which 
side  their  bread  was  buttered."  He  had,  as  he  had  ob- 
served, of\en  had  occasion  to  admire  the  cold,  keen,  and 
calculating  sagacity  of  the  sons  of  the  East,  especially 
when  contrasted  with  the  more  impetuous  temperament 
which  characterized  another  quarter;  and  the  vote  which 
had  ju^t  been  taken  afforded  a  new'  subject  for  such  ad- 
miration. Look  over  the  yeas  and  nays  just  taken  and 
recorded,  and  see  whether  you  can  find  a  single  gentle- 
man representing  a  high  tariff  manufacturing  district 
who  has  voted  against  this  second  and  most  mischievous 
plan  of  distribution.  While  one  Southern  gentleman 
here  and  another  there  drops  off  and  g^es  for  distribu- 
tion, opposed  as  it  is  to  the  principle  of  reduction,  the 
tai  iff  representatives  of  New  England  march  off  in  solid 
phalanx,  in  supportof  this  scheme.  Sir,  they  know  welt 
what  they  are  about.  Their  keen  ssgacity  has  told  and 
disclosed  to  them  what  their  policy  is  tendir^  to.  They 
know  that  the  policy  of  distribution  is  opposed  to  the 
policy  uf  reduction,  and  therefore  they  go  to  a  man  for 
the  former.  He  (Mr.  V.)  was  surprised  to  see  gentle- 
men from  the  South  drawn  into  a  scheme  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  high  tHriff  policy. 

[Mr.  Masos,  of  Ohio,  here  called  Mr.  V.  to  order  for 
making  personal  reflections;  at.d  the  Chaib  decided  that 
Mr.  V.  was  not  out  of  order.] 

Mr.  V.  said  he  had  not  made,  nor  did  be  intend  to 
make,  any  personal  reflections.  Gentlemen  were,  no 
doubt,  pure  and  patriotic  in  the  course  they  were  ta- 
king; but  he  surely  had  a  right  to  say  that  the  gentle- 
men who  represented  high  tariff  distrfcts  knew  best 
what  they  were  about;  that  this  miserable  and  demorali- 
zing scheme  of  distribution  would  serve  lor>g  and  copi- 


ously to  oil  their  spindles,  and  give  new  impetus  to  their 
shuttles,  whilst  its  effect  would  be  any  thing  but  benig- 
nant upon  the  Southern  planting  States.  He  had  a  right 
to  say,  and  he  would  say,  that  this  plaa  of  distribution  num- 
ber two  exhibited  an  amalgamation  of  differing  parties, 
and  that  some  opposed  to  a  tariff,  and  others  in  favor  of  a 
high  tariff,  were  here  now  found  in  a  most  unnatural  union. 
Year  after  year  had  the  high  ultra-tariff  party  in  former 
years  addressed  to  you  the  horse-leech  cry  of'*  Give,  give 
us  more  protection."  The  general  sentiment  of  the  coyn* 
try  now  is,  that  they  had  been  most  inordinate  and  un« 
reasonable  in  their  demands  for  protection.  Their  cu- 
pidity had  well  nigh  dissolved  the  Union.  Their  own 
laws  and  their  own  measures  had  swelled  your  revenues 
much  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Government;  and  now 
they  found  themselves  in  a  position  of  much  peril.  He 
could  not  say  that  he  was  destitute  of  all  sympathy  fur 
them,  as  the  manufacturing  interest  in  bis  district  was  a 
sery  important  one.  It  embraced  many  gentlemen  for 
whom  he  had  a  high  regard.  Still  he  must  and  would 
repeat  what  he  had  said  shortly  after  the  commencement 
of  this  session,  that  if  the  alternative  were  presented  to 
him,  **  Bring  down  your  revenue  at  once  to  the  wants  of 
the  Government,  or  perpetuate  this  policy  of  distribu- 
tion," he  would  not  hesitate  to  go  for  reduction.  If  gen* 
tlemen  would  not  pass  the  land  bill,  if  they  would  not 
do  any  thing  to  terminate  the  evil  of  a  plethoric  Treas- 
ury, and  avert  the  evils  inseparable  from  perpetual  dis-  y 
tribut'on,  they  leave  us,  wbo  deprecate  those  evils,  bo 
option;  we  must  go  at  the  tariff,  and  strive  to  bring  it 
down  to  the  wants  of  the  Government.  Was  there  any 
gentleman  here  of  such,  superficial  vision  as  not  to  be 
able  to  see  that  the  present  movement  was  an  effort  to 
fix  permanently  on  the  country,  by  the  seductive  feature 
of  distribution,  a  rate  of  taxation  far  beyond  the  necea- 
sary  wants  of  the  Government^ 

Though  he  (Mr.  Y .)  came,  as  he  had  said,  from  a  dis- 
trict which  embraced  many  manufacturers,  yet  he  could 
not,  and  would  nut,  on  that  account,  support  measurest 
however  favorable  to  them,  which  went  to  inflict  un- 
necessary and  oppressive  taxation  on  the  great  body  of 
the  people.  Did  he  speak  in  the  bearing  of  men  who 
knew  something  of  the  human  heart?  And  would  they 
not  assent  to  the  doctrine,  that  if  you  give  the  State 
Legislatures,  year  after  year,  a  lick  or  a  taste  of  the  mo- 
ney which  you  unnecessarily  draw  from  the  pocketa  of 
the  people,  a  reduction  of  duties  will  never  take  place? 
He  must  repeat,  that  he  moat  profoundly  regretted  the 
course  which  several  gentlemen  from  the  South  were  ta- 
king, who,  for  the  pitiful  sum  of  money  which  might  di- 
rectly come  to  their  Stater,  were  willing  to  run  the  haz- 
ard, the  awful  hazard,  of  fixing  for  a  long  aeries  of  years 
an  onerous  system  of  unnecessary  taxation  upon  them- 
selves  and  their  constituents.  Let  me  (said  Mr.  V.) 
wash  my  hands  of  all  participation  in  such  a  policy.  He 
w6uld  ende<vor  to  ascertain,  by  a  proposition  which 
he  would  offer  when  it  was  in  order,  who  were  the  gen- 
tlemen who  preferred  reduction  to  distribution.  He 
would,  before  this  subject  was  disposed  of,  by  way  of 
testing  the  sense  of  gentlemen,  bring  forward  an  amend- 
ment, which  was  the  substance  of  the  bill  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  bring  down  the 
revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Government.  He  would 
then  see  how  many  gentlemen  here  were  on  better 
terms  with  distribution  than  with  reduction. 

Mr.  McCOMAS  rose  and  addressed  the  Speaker.  He 
said  that  heretofore  he  had  remained  silent  in  this  debate, 
and  thought  it  was  better  to  set  upon  the  question  than 
to  waste  the  precious  time  of  tbe  House  in  fruitlesa  dis- 
cussion. But  from  tbe  gratuitous  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Vahosrposl]  be  felt  him- 
self compelled,  in  defence  of  himself  and  those  whom 
he  acted  with  upon  this  question,  to  make  a  few  remarks. 
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The  g^entleroan  seems  to  feel  a  deep  concern  for  the  in- 
terest of  our  constituents.  He  thinks  they  are  misrep- 
resented upon  this  floor.  Mr.  McC.  ssid  be  had  no 
doubt  but  that  his  constituents  would  feel  under  lasting 
obllgattons  to  that  honorable  gentleman  for  bis  kind  in- 
terposition»  for  his  able  and  manly  defence  of  their  in- 
terest on  this  floor.  If  they  did  not,  he  should  think  it 
base  ingratitude,  as  the  honorable  member  was,  out  of 
the  superabundance  of  his  kindness  to  them,  compelled, 
as  a  matter  of  necessity,  to  misrepresent  his  own  constit- 
oents.  He  said  this  generous  disinterestedness  could  not 
fail  to  meet  its  reward  in  the  approbation  of  a  grateful 
and  generous  people.  Mr.  McC.  said  he  would  assure 
the  gentleman  that  that  was  the  character  of  the  people 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent  here. 

The  honorable  gentleman  seemed  to  ba  struck  with 
horror  at  the  idea  of  Southern  gentlemen  voting  for  this 
bill.  He  has  exhibited  the  tariff,  in  its  most  frightful 
form,  to  their  imaginations,  and  gravely  inquires  if  it  is 
the  policy  of  Southern  gentlemen  to  rivet  a  protecting 
tariff  on  the  South.  Mr.  McC.  said  this  scarecrow  had 
been  too  recently  dug  from  its  grave  to  inspire  him  with 
any  terror.  He  thought  the  veil  of  the,  gentleman  was 
too  thin  to  conceal  his  true  coarse  from  the  gaze  of  the 
Southern  people.  The  South  was  not  so  completely 
harnessed  in  party  shack'es  as  to  be  rallied  by  this  war- 
whoop,  to  make  a  common  cause  against  the  passage  of 

,  this  bill.  They  have  been  too  long  fed  by  empty  pro- 
fessions. They  look  upon  this  question  in  a  sober  light; 
they  say  to  these  friendly  gentlemen  of  the  North,  whose 
burden  of  song  is  free  trade  and  a  reduction  of  duties, 
why  is  this  measure  not  eflTected?  What  prevents  the 
passage  of  a  law  to  that  effect^  Has  not  the  administra- 
tion a  majorify  in  both  Houses  of  Congress.'  Is  it  not  in 
their  power  at  any  moment  to  take  up  thatsubject  in  pref- 
erence^ to  all  others?  Sir,  it  is  too  plam;  this  pulse  feel- 
er, or  tub  to  the  whale,  will  not  do. 

Mr.  McC.  said  the  bill  for  reduction  had  been  intro- 
duced at  an  early  period  of  the  session,  and  had  been 
quietly  sleeping  on  the  table  to  the  present  time;  the 
people  in  the  South  all  this  time  anxiously  waiting  to  see 
the  action  of  Congress  upon  the  subject.  Where  was 
the  zeal  of  the  gentleman  for  the  South  all  this  time? 

,  Sir,  it  slept  upon  the  table  with  the  bill.  How  can  we 
account  for  the  new-born  zeal  of  the  gentleman,  at  this 
lafe  hour  of  the  night,  to  wish  to  have  appended  to  that 
bill  a  bill  ripping  up  and  changing  the  whole  tariff  laws 
of  the  country?  Does  that  gentleman  think  that  a  ques- 
tion so  complex  in  its  nature,  and  combining  such  a  varie- 
ty of  interests  as  the  subject  of  the  tariff,  can  be  adjusted 
in  fifteen  minutes?  Mr.  McC  said  that  this  subject 
might  be  plain  to  the  mind  of  that  gentleman,  yet  he  con- 
fessed it  was  one  of  great  difRcuIty  to  him,  and  he  was 
not  prepared  to  vote  upi>n  a  bill  making  such  radical 
changres  in  the  settled  policy  of  the  country,  without 
hearing  it  amply  discussed,  in  all  its  bearings.  And  no 
man  could  believe  that  a  measure  of  such  magnitude 
Could  be  properly  matured  at  this  late  period  of  the  sea- 
•ion;  nor  did  he  believe-that  it  was  ever  intended  to  be 
discussed  or  passed  this  session. 

-  [Here  Mr.  Caubrelevg  interrupted  Mr.  McComas, 
and  said  that,  from  the  exlraordinory  course  of  the  pres- 
ent Congress,  he  had  npt  been  able  to  have  the  appro- 
priation bills  acted  on.] 

Mr.  McCoMAS  replied  that  the  administration  held  the 
destinies  of  all  these  matters  in  their  own  hands,  and 
couM  give  them  any  direction  they  pleased.  The  Soutii- 
ern  people  would  be  amused  when  they  came  to  learn 
that  their  zealous  advocate  for  State  rights  and  a  strict 
construction  of  the  constitution,  and  for  a  reduction  of 
the  tariff,  avowed  himself,  at  the  same  time,  a  repre- 
aentaiive  of  a  tariff  district.  I*  seems  to  roe  the  honor- 
able gentlenaan  has  oyer-cropped  himself.    He  will  find 


it  a  difficult  matter  to  look  both  ways  at  the  same  time. 
To  use  a  homely  figure,  he  reminds  me  of  the  Indian 
who  complained  that  he  oflten  suffered  from  cold  be- 
cause his  blanket  was  too  short.  When  he  covered  his 
head  his  feet  were  naked,  and  when  he  covered  his  feet 
his  head  was  naked.  Sn,  sir,  upon  the  whole,  I  think 
the  honorable  member  had  better,  attend  strictly  to  the 
interest  of  his  own  constituents,  «nd  leave  the  interests  of 
other  people  to  their  representatives. 

The  honorable  gentleman  expresses  great  alarm  for 
the  p«blic  morals  of  the  people.  He  says,  if  you  depos- 
ite  the  public  revenue  with  the  States,  it  will  corrupt 
the  people.  Does  that  gentleman  think  that  the  honest 
yeomanry  of  the  land,  the  salt  of  the  earth,  are  more 
easily  cortupted  than  the  agents  of  this  Government? 
The  gentleman  underrates  the  intelligence  of  the  Amer- 
ican people,  if  he  thinks  they  will  believe  such  logic. 
The  honorable  gentleman  is  not  aware  of  the  conse- 
quences of  the  position  he  assumes.  He  affirms  it  bold- 
ly, that  the  Government  has  taken  this  money  unjustly 
from  the  people's  pockets,  and  yet  they  have  no  power 
to  give  it  back  to  them.  Sir,  this  is  a  monstrous  propo- 
sition; because  the  Government  has  unjustly  taken  the 
people's  money,  they  have  the  right  to  keep  it! 

The  gentleman  apprehends  great  danger  for  fear  the 
people  will  become  corrupted  if  they  receive  back  their 
money;  yet  he  is  not  at  all  alarmed  for  this  pure  and  in- 
corruptible Government  to  receive  it.  He  sees  no  dan- 
ger from  the  alarming  influence  of  executive  patronage. 
He  fears  no  danger  that  it  wiU  corrupt  the  office-holders 
of  the  country,  or  that  it  may  be  wielded,  in  the  hands  of 
the  agents  of  the  deposite  bank;?,  to  effect  political  pur- 
poses, by  being  lent  out  to  favorites,  or  used  as  banking 
capital  of  the  country,  and  give  rise  to  wild  and  reck- 
less speculation.  All  he  seems  to  fear  is,  if  the  poor  fel- . 
lou'B  who  dug  it  out  of  the  earth  should  even  receive  one 
dollar  apeice,  that  they  will  immediately  become  rascals. 
Sir,  I  think  the  gentleman  will  have  some  difficulty  to 
convince  his  own  people  of  that  fact. 

The  honorable  member  complains  of  Yankee  shrewd- 
ness, and  supposes  by  their  calculating  coolness  they 
have  overreached  Southern  gentlemen;  that  they  were 
voting  for  the  bill  with  a  view  to  keep  up  the  tariff;  that 
they  well  knew  upon  which  side  of  their  bread  the  but- 
ter was.  Mr.  McC  said  he,  like  the  gentleman,  had  a 
very  exalted  opinion  of  the  political  sagacity  of  his  North- 
ern brethren,  and  that  they  would  be  very  apt  to  find  up- 
on which  side  of  the  bread  the  butter  was.  But  he  said 
he  had  heretofore  thought  the  gentlemen  £rom  New  York 
had  discovered  more  political  sagacity  than  the  delega- 
tions of  other  States.  While  some  of  them  could  see  so 
clearly  as  to  tell  upon  which  side  of  their  bread  the  but- 
ter was,  the  delegation  from  New  York  had  no  diflicuUy 
on  that  subject,  as  they  generally  had  bulter  on  both 
sides  of  their  bread.  That  they  collected  much  the 
largest  portion  of  impost  duties  at  that  port,  and  that  it 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  aid  their  banking  ope- 
rations. Anothtr  honorable  gentleman  from  that  State 
[Mr.  Mahit]  thinks  the  country  cannot  stand  another  dis- 
tribution; that  it  would  dissolve  like  flax  in  the  fire.  Mr. 
McC.  said  that  he  had  seen  tlie  Union  dissolved  so  of\en, 
since  he  had  been  in  Congress,  that  his  mind  had  be- 
come familiarized  with. the  catastrophe.  He  was  of  the 
opinion  that  the  gentleman  was  mistaken;  instead  of  a 
dissolution  of  the  Union,  it  was  a  dissolution  of  some  of 
his  safety  fund  banks. 

I'he  gentleman  has  said  that  we  are  taxing  the  people 
for  distribution.  This  appears  to  be  a  talismanic  word 
with  those  gentlemen  who  wish  to  keep  the  money. 
Mr.  McC.  denied  that  one  dollar  of  the  surplus  money 
was  raised  by  taxation.  It  was  from  the  sale  of  property, 
rt  was  from  the  sale  of  public  lands,  the  common  prop- 
erly of  the  people  of  all  the  States.     He  said  it  bad  not 
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occurred,  he  supposed,  to  those  wise  lecturers,  that  the 
cuBtonQS  fur  the  last  three  years  had  not  paid  the  expen- 
ses of  the  Government,  or  any  thlnff  like  it;  and  but  for 
the  extraordinary  sales  of  the  public  lands,  we  Should 
not  have  one  surplus  dollar  in  the  Treasury,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  we  should  have  been  bankrupt.  And  yet  we 
are  continually  told,  if  we  divide  out  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  among  the  people,  it  is  levying^  a  tax  upon 
them.  Sir,  if  putting  money  in  the  people's  pockets  is 
Taxing  them,  then  they  will  not  be  apt  to  complain  of 
the  burdens  of  taxation.  The  fund  accruing  from  the 
sales  of  public  lands  has  >n  my  judgment,  been  improp- 
erly put  into  the  national  Treasury.  Mr.  McC  said  he 
believed  it  was  a  direct  violation  of  the  deed  of  cession, 
made  by  Virginia  to  the  Federal  Government.  By  that 
deed,  it  will  be  seen  that  all  the  land  that  remained  un- 
sold, after  the  objects  of  the  grant  had  been  complied 
with,  was  to  be  the  common  property  of  all  the  States, 
Virginia  inclusive. 

It  must  be  admitted  by  all  that,  under  the  articles  of 
confederation,  Congress  could  not  have  given  any  other 
direction  to  this  fund,  as  it  will  be  recollected  thst  at 
thst  time  we  had  no  common  treasury  but  in  the  event 
of  foreign  war,  and  that  treasury,  was  made  by  a  direct 
tax  on  real  estate,  with  the  improvements  thereon,  in 
the  several  States:  and,  as  to  the  common  burdens  of  the 
Government,  each  State  paid  its  own  delegates.  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  Congress  could  not,  under  the  articles  of  con- 
federation, have  put  the  sales  of  the  public  land  in  the 
Common  treasury;  but  I  am  told  that  we  are  not  under 
the  articles  of  confederation,  but  under  the  constitution. 
Here  1  might  rest  the  argument,  and  call  upon  gentle- 
men to  show  me  the  grant  in  the  constitution  that  con- 
fers such  a  power  upon  Congress.  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment is  a  Government  of  limited  powers — all  powers  not 
delegated  are  reserved  to  the  States,  respectively.  This 
Government  must  be  confined  in  its  action  to  the  specific 
grants  of  power,  and  all  powers  necessary  and  proper  to 
carry  into  effect  those  grants.  Men  may  differ  about 
incidental  powers — about  the  means  necessary  and  prop- 
er to  carry  into  effect  the  granted  powers;  but  I  imagine 
there  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  when  there  is  no 
such  power  conferred  or  granted  in  the  constitution. 

But,  to  place  the  question  beyond  doubt,  I  will  refer 
the  House  to  a  part  of  the  3d  section  of  the  4th  article 
of  the  constitution,  and  also  the  Ist  section  of  the  6th 
article:  *<The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose 
of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respect- 
ing, the  territory  and  other  property  belonging  to  the 
United  States;irtid  nothing  in  this  constitution  shall  be 
so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  particular  Slate."  Again:  "All  debts 
contracted,  and  engagements  entered  into,  before  the 
adoption  of  this  constitution,  shall  be  as  valid  against  the 
United  States,  under  this  canstitntion,  as  under  the  con- 
federation." If  the  compact  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Federal  Government  was  binding  under  the  ar- 
ticles of  confederation,  all  the  rights  they  held  are  se- 
cured to  them  under  the  constitution.  Congress  has  no 
power  over  that  part  of  the  public  domain  ceded  by 
Virginia  to  the  Federal  Government,  but  to  make  need- 
ful rules  and  regulations  to  carry  the  compact  into  effect 
agreeably  to  the  deed  of  cession.  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment is  only  an  agent  for  the  States.  And  what  wouM 
you  think  of  an  agent,  to  whom  you  had  committed  the 
management  of  your  slaves  and  farm,  if  he  was  to  con- 
tend that  making  needful  rules  and  regulations  for' farm- 
ing operations  meant  that  he  was  to  put  all  the  income 
into  his  pocket? 

Let  me  give  the  House  the  opinion  uf  General  Jackson 
upon  the  subject: 

••  The  constitution  of  the  United  States  did  not  dele- 
gate to  Congress  the  power  to  abrogate  these  compacts.. 


On  the  contrary,  by  declaring  that  nothing  in  it  <  shall 
be  construed  so  as  to  prejudice  any  claim  of  the  Ujiited 
Stales,  or  of  any  pttrticular  State,'  it  virtually  provides 
thtit  these  compacts  and  ^he  rights  they  secure  shall  re- 
main untouched  by  the  legislative  power,  which  shall 
only  make  needful  rules  and  regulations  for  carrying 
them  into  effect.  All  .beyond  this  would  seem  to  be  an 
assumption  of  the  undelegated  power." 

Mr.  McC.  said  he  supposed  that  General  Jackson 
ought  to  be  regarded  as  good  authority  for  the  prevail- 
ing party  in  the  present  and  coming  administration.  If 
Congress  have  usurped  the  land  fund,  let  them  give  it 
back  to  the  States,  that  the  State  Governments  may  be 
strengthened  to  resist  the  action  of  this  Government. 
Let  no  man  say  that  he  is  a  State-rights  man-who  votes 
against  returning  to  the  States  the  surplus  fund  arising^ 
from  the  sale  of  the  public  domain.  Let  no  man  say  that 
he  is  opposed  to  the  Federal  Government  making  internal 
improvement,  as  long  as  he  votes  to  keep  a  vast  surplus 
unemployed  in  the  Treasury,  tempting  Congress  to  make 
extravagant  and  wasteful  expenditures  of  the  public 
money.  Let  no  man  say  that  he  is  a  friend  to  internal 
improvement  by  the  States,  as  long  as  he  votes  to  de- 
prive them  of  the  only  availuble  means  of  doing  so.  Sir, 
this  is  too  plain  a  question;  the  people  well  understand  it. 
The  administration  has  attempted  to  reduce  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  to  actual  settlers,  by  a  bill  that  few 
members  of  the  new  States  themselves  can  swallow.  It 
is  not  my  purpose  to  discuss  the  land  bill  at  this  time.  I 
mean  to  call  the  attention  of  Western  gentlemen  to  this 
question  in  its  true  light.  Suppose  you  reduce  the  tariff 
seven  millions,  and  in  1842,  or  before  that  time,  the 
amount  of  revenue  collected  will  not  support  the  Gov- 
ernment: from  what  source  will  the  deficit  be  made  up? 
Three  alternatives  are  presented  to  the  country:  first,  to 
increase  the  price  of  public  land,  and  increase  the  reve- 
nue from  that  source;  to  increase  the  tariff  upon  im- 
ports; or  to  call  for  the  surplus  money  deposited  with 
the  States.     Is  the  country  prepared  for  either  event? 

To  call  upon  the  States  for  the  money  deposited  with 
them  would  be  a  ruinous  policy.  Many  States  have  al- 
ready embarked  in  extensive  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  that  money — improve- 
ments that  are  opening  a  thousand  avenues  to  wealth  and 
prosperity,  and  will  enable  these  local  communities  to 
develop  their  full  resources;  and  to  call  for  that  money 
now  would  be  political  madness,  and  few  men  would  like 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  such  a  measure.  Gentle- 
men make  long  and  labored  arguments  to  prove,  what 
nobody  denies,  that  Congress  may  repeal  the  compromise 
act.  Sir,  I  am  not  in  favor  of  collecting  more  revenue 
than  is  wanted  for  an  economical  administration  of  the 
Government;  yet,  in  bringing  the  Government  to  that 
standard,  some  respect  sliould  be  paid  to  the  great  and 
leading  interests  of  the  country;  to  the  time'  and  manner 
this  thing  should  be  done;  and,  sir,  without  a  more  ur- 
gent necessity  than  now  exists,  we  should  await  the  ope- 
ration of  the  compromise  bill.  Sir,  the  foundation  of  this 
Government  was  laid  deep  in  the  principles  of  compro- 
mise. The  same  elements  of  discord  existed  at  the 
formalion  of  the  Federal  Government  that  exist  now. 
The  constitution  was  formed  by  mutual  concession  of  all 
parties;  and,  to  be  administered  faiily,  it  must  be  done 
in  the  same  spirit.  S  r,  it  cannot  be  forgotten  that  this 
Government,  in  the  course  of  iis  administration,  called 
Northern  capital  from  the  ocean,  and  compelled  its  own- 
ers to  employ  it  upon  land;  and  by  a  series  of  legislation, 
whether  right  or  wrong,  in  some  measure  plighted  the 
faith  of  the  Government  to  that  policy.  Sir,  the  painful 
controversy  between  the  North  and  the  South  upon  this 
question  is  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  this  House — a 
controversy  that  shook  this  confederacy  to  its  centre; 
yes,  sir,  a  controversy  th4t  threatened  s  dissolution  of 
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th  B  Union,  and  the  arraying  brother  against  brother  in 
deadly  and  mortal  combat — an  event  that  every  trem- 
bling patriot  must  have  regarded  as  the  funeral  knell  of 
departing  liberty. 

Sir,  I  have  not  forgotten  (he  feeling  that  inspired  the 
community  at  the  passage  of. the  compromise  act.  It 
was  like  the  rays  of  the  morning  sun  dispelling  the  gloom 
9f  night.  The  countenance  of  every  man,  woman,  and 
chiki,  beamed  with  joy.  Scarcely  had  the  smile  left 
their  countenances  before  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  presented  a  bill  breaking  up  that 
arrangement,  and  again  opening  that  vexed  question; 
and  with  it  reviving  all  the  angry  feelings  of  party  strife 
and  political  warfare.  Sir,  we  of  the  South  should  in- 
dulge in  no  unkind  feelings  toward  our  Northern  breth- 
ren; they  belong  to  the  great  political  family  with  our- 
selves, and  claim,  and  justly  too,  a  proud  equality  with 
tlie  people  of  any  portion  of  this  Union.  Sir,  I  hope 
the  House  will  excuse  me  for  the  time  T  have  consumed 
in  the  desultory  and  unpremeditated  remarks  I  felt  my- 
self called  on  to  make,  and'I  will  now  take  my  seat. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  came  from  a  State  which 
would  be  affected  very  little  by  either  ratio  of  distribu- 
tion that  might  be  adopted;  it*made  very  little  difference 
to  South  Carolina  what  ratio  of  distribution  might  be  es- 
tablished. Her  combined  representation  in  both  Houses 
bears  nearly  the  same  proportion  to^  the  combined  rep- 
resentation of  all  the  States,  as  her  representation  in  this 
House  beara  to  the  whole  representation  here.  But  he, 
(Mr.  P.,)  if  he  gave  any  opinion  on  the  subject,  was 
bound  to  confess  that  he  considered  that  ratio  which  had 
been  adopted  last  year  a  more  just  and  equitable  one 
than  the  ratio  now  proposed  to  be  made  by  this  amend- 
ment, according  to  the  representation  on  this  floor  alone. 
It  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  revenue  to  be 
distributed  did  not  accrue  from  direct  taxation;  on  the 
contrary,  it  was  a  fund  principally  derived  from  the  sale 
of  lands.  Mr.  P.  did  not  consider  that  branch,  strictly 
and  technically  speaking,  public  revenue;  at  least  it  did 
not  arise  from  taxation,  because  those  persons  who  had 
paid  this  money  had  received  a  full  equivalent  for  the 
same;  there  was  a  quid  pro  guo  on  both  sides;  and  this 
was  not  taxation,  it  was  a  sale;  the  parties  therefore  from 
vhonn  this  money  was  derived  had  not  been  taxed.  He 
(Mr.  P.)  had  heard  it  urged  that  those  States  where 
public  lands  were  sold  raised  immense  revenue,  as  if  it 
were  a  burden;  whereas,  their  people  had  received  a 
full  consideration  for  all  the  money  they  had  paid  into 
the  Treasury.  This  was  important  to  be  considered. 
Now,  in  determining  the  ratio  of  distribution  or  de- 
posite  of  funds  thus  derived,  it  would  be  difficult  to  fix 
any  ratio  exactly  equal.  But  he  (Mr.  P.)  was  most 
willing — nay,  he  was  most  anxious — to  adopt  that  ratio 
which  came  nearest  to  strict  justice;  and  it  certainly  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  ratio  ba^ed  upon  the  mere  ground 
of  representation  in  this  House  was  not  the  most  just, 
because  the  fund  was  derived  not  from  direct  taxation, 
but  from  sales  of  publfc  lands  and  imposts.  According 
to  the  most  generally  received  doctrine,  (but  which  was 
not  strictly  true,)  import  dutit^s  were  paid  according  to 
consumption,  and  consumption  was  according  to  popula- 
tion. In  this  point  of  view,  a  distribution  according  to 
representation  in  this  House  would  exclude  two  fifths  of 
a  certain  ola&s  of  eur  population  in  a  certain  section  of 
this  Union,  and  would  not  do  justice.  But,  furtheCf  it 
was  well  kiiown  that  in  certain  States  there  had  been  a 
large  increase  of  population  since  the  last  census.  For 
instance,  there  was  Alabama,  Mississippi,  I^uisiana, 
Arkansas,  Missouri,  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Michigan; 
some  of  these  States  had  doubled  their  population,  and 
more  justice  would  be  done  them  by  the  combined  ratio 
than  the  single.  The  ratio  of  both  Houses  combined 
would  approach  nearer  justice  than  any  other  we  could 
adopt,  ' 


.  The  funds  raised  from  the  sale  of  public  lands  were 
strictly  trust  funds;  and  this  Government  was  created  a 
trustee  under  the  grants  of  territory  from  Virginis, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  other  States,  which 
were,  to  a  great  extent,  limitations  on  the  trust  power. 
The  act  ceding  these  lands  is  in  these  words:  *'  That 
the  said  lands  shall  be  considered  ss  a  common  fund,  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  have 
become  or  shall  become  members  of  the  confederation 
or  federal  alliance  of  said  States,  Virginia  inclusive, 
accoiding  to  their  usual  respective  portions  of  the  gen* 
eral  cnarge  and  expenditure;  And  shall  be  faithfully  and 
bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other 
use  or  purpose  whatsoever." 

Mr.  P.  then  maintained  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government,  after  all  demands  against  it  were  satisfied, 
to  deposile  the  surplus  remaininj^,  so  that  the  States 
should  receive  the  *•  use"  and  **  benefit,"  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, intended  by  those  States  originally  ceding  the 
lands.  He  contended  that  it  was  not  only  sound  policy, 
but  our  duty.  The  question  as  to  a  deposite  of  the  sur-  ' 
plus  revenue  was. one  between  the  safety  and  propriety 
of  State  corporations,  selected  as  deposite  banks,  and  the 
States  themselves;  and  how  any  gentleman  could  hesi- 
tate between  the  two  systems,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  per- 
ceive. The  one  system  gave  us  the  unknown  and  dan- 
gerous power  of  banks,  the  other  the  faith  and  the  sta- 
bility of  the  States;  and,  whatever  benefit  might  arise, 
the  citizens  of  the  States  could  receive  it,  instead  of 
corporations  with  exclusive  privileges. 

But  (Mr.  P.  said)  it  was  not  his  desire,  at  that  time 
of  night,  and  that  late  day  in  the  session,  to  trespass 
upon  the  time  of  the  House  with  a  full  discussion  of 
these  points.  He  should  not  have  said  a  word  on  this 
occasion,  had  it  not  been  for  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man frorft  New  York,  [Mr.  Vands&posl.]  That  gentle- 
man began  his  singular  speech  with  an  analysis  of  the 
votes  that  had  been  given  on  this  occasion;  and  he  (Mr. 
p.)  thought  that  the  gen<leman,  in  reading  a  lecture,  as 
he  had  done,  to  the  North  and  to  the  South,  had 
travelled,  he  must  say,  rather  out  of  his  sphere.  The 
gentleman  had  made  use  of  a  homely  adage — true,  not 
very  polished  in  parliamentary  language,  yet  calculated 
to  illustrate  his  lecture  he  had  said  that  those  gentle- 
men who  represented  the  manufacturing  interests, 
**  from  their  Yankee  cunning,  well  knew  how  to  dis- 
cern on  which  side  their  bread  was  buttered." 

He  (Mr.  P.)  would  retort  upon  that  gentleman,  and 
would  say  that  it  appeared  to  him  clear  enough  that 
those  gentlemen  who,  on  every  occasion,  and  on  every 
question,  unchangeably  advocated  and  supported  the  po- 
litical interest  of  a  political  party  on  this  floor — they, 
they  were  the  men  who  knew  well  *'  on  which  side  their 
bread  was  buttered."  Yes,  sir;  when  the  Treasury  was 
full,  they  knew  well,  to  use  his  own  adage,  where  the 
butter  for  their  bread  came  from;  and  then,  sir,  we 
never  heard  a  whisper  of  what  they  now  talk  so  much 
about — of  reducing  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the 
Government.  No,  sir;  they  knew  so  well  how  their 
bread  was  bettered,  that  they  did  not  then  talk  of  di- 
minishing the  quantity.  Bat  now,  when  it  is  proposed 
to  distribute  this  surplus,  they  cry  out  in  loud,  and, 
they  would  fain  make  the  country  believe,  in  patriotic 
accents,  for  reducing  the  revenue  to  the  wan's  of  the 
Government!  It  must  be  left  in  the  pockets  of  the  peo- 
ple—the dear  people! 

Sir,  when  the  Treasury  was  full  to  overflowing,  in 
December,  1835,  then  the  President  himself,  in  his  an- 
nual message,  declared  that  '*  Congress  should  not  dis- 
turb the  principles  on  which  the  compromise  act  was 
passed-,"  and,  further,  he  says:  •*  If  the  unexpected  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury  should  continue  to  increase,  it 
would  be  better  to  bear  with  the  evil  until  the  great 
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changes  contemplated  in  our  tariflf  lavs  have  occurred, 
and  shall  enable  us  to  revise  the  system  with  that  csre 
and  circumspection  which  are  due  to  so  delicate  and 
important  a  subject,"  &c.  This  was  the  Isnguage  of  the 
leader  of  this  party  then — that  the  compromise  ought 
not  to  be  touched.  And  now  gentlemen  wheel  to  the 
right-about,  and  declare  I  hat  this  compromise  ought  not 
to  be  regarded.  Why  this  gross  and  palpable  contra- 
diction? Sir,  the  reason  is  too  manifest.  When  the 
President  was  willing  to  maintain  the  compromrse  bill, 
he  bad  the  treasures  of  the  countr}'  in  bis  hand;  Ym  had 
seiased  them  in  defiance  of  law,  and  be  intended  to  use 
them,  and  he  did  use  them,  for  his  own  base  and  profli- 
gate party  purposes!  Then,  sir,  there  were  no  meas- 
ures in  agitation  to  take  them  out  of  his  hands,  to  dis- 
tribute them;  and  then,  sir,  he  was  willing  they  should 
continue  to  pour  into  the  Tressuryj  then  he  was  willing 
there  should  be  no  curtailment  in  the  sources  of  cor- 
ruption; then,  sir,  Tie  did  not  dream  of  reducing  the  rev- 
enue to  the  wants  of  the  people!  No{  then  the  com- 
promise bill  was  to  be  kept  sacred!  Then,  indeed,  sir, 
the  dependents  of  the  Treasury  and  the  political  party 
of  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Vafdsrpobl]  knew  well  on 
••  which  side  their  bread  was  buttered."  Now,  ,sir, 
however,  things  have  changed  their  aspect;  and  now 
we  hear  these  same  gentlemen  talk  in  patriotic  strains  of 
reducing  the  revenue,  of  diminishing  this  fund  of  cor- 
ruption! Now  they  read  lectures  to  the  Southern  peo- 
ple, proclaiming  themselves  the  peculiar  guardians  of 
their  interests!  devoted  to  the  anti-tariff  interests  of  this 
country!  And  why,  sir,  do  we  now  hear  this  whining, 
these  feeling  professions  of  love  for  the  dear  people? 
Because  this  political  party  now  dread  that  this  surplus 
should  pass  out  of  their  hands  fur  just  and  safe  deposite 
in  the  States,  to  whose  people  it  rightfully  J>elongs. 
Tes,  sir;  they  love  to  hold  in  their  own  hands  the  money 
which  they  have  used  for  purposes  of  fraud  and  bribery, 
and  by  means  of  which  they  have  succeeded  in  foisting 
into  power  the  minion  of  their  political  idol.  They 
have  used  a  league  of  banks  through  which  they  have 
broken  down  the  consecrated  barriers  of  enlightened 
freedom,  and  have  forced  by  foul  means  a  roan  upon  the 
confederacy  who  has  no  claims  to  the  gratitude  of  his 
country.  And,  now  that  they  have  succeeded,  as  things 
begin  to  change,  they  preach  about  reducing  the  rev- 
enue to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  and  talk  about 
corruption!  In  their  eagerness  to  keep  still  fast  hold  of 
the  money,  in  their  fear  of  seeinpr  it  slip  from  their 
grasp,  they  talk  of  its  dangerous  effects,  of  its  corrupt- 
ing the  States,  of  its  corrupting  the  people!  and  read  us, 
who  vote  for  this  just  distribution,  lectures  to  warn  us 
in  their  paternal  love  to  beware  of  its  dangerous  conse- 
quences! 

Sir,  I  could  not  sit  still  in  my  seat  and  hear  this  lan- 
guage held  in  the  face  of  facts  by  those  who  have  been 
the  instruments  of  corruption,  of  subverting  the  power 
of  the  States  by  their  employment  of  this  money,  by 
binding  down  the  independence  of  the  States  to  the  foot- 
stool of  executive  power,  by  their  unlimited  control  over 
this  very  surplus  revenue.  And  now,  after  all  this,  they 
come  here  and  call  out  for  justice,  and  descant  upon 
corruption  with  purity  on  their  lips  and  »ny  thing  else 
in  their  hearts! 

When  a  representative  of  the  New  York  dynasty  holds 
this  language,  and  talks  of  bringing  the  revenue  down 
to  tlie  wants  of  the  Government,  it  is  easy  to  see  the 
motive;  it  is  easy  to  see  that  they  are  alarmed  at  the  ten- 
dency of  thmgs.  If  it  Were  in  order,  and  not  so  late,  I 
would  allude  to  some  facts;  but  I  do  not  choose  to  do  so 
at  present.  And  he  would  ask  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Vait- 
saRPosL]  if  he  himself  did  not,  last  session,  in  a  speech, 
maintain  that  the  compromise  act  was  not  to  be  touched, 
that  it  ought  not  to  be;  1  ask  the  gentleman  if  I  report 
him  right. 


[Mr.  Vavdsrpoxl  acquiesced  to  it.] 

Then,  how  does  the  gentleman  come  here  now  to  call 
upon  us  to  break  it  up?  lie  now  rises  here,  and  has  the 
hardihood  to  preach  lectures  to  us  about  our  rights,  our 
duties,  and  our  interests!  I  repeat,  sir,  they  have 
changed  their  course;  they  contradict  their  own  actions. 
When  there  were  thirty-seven  millions  in  the  Treasury, 
at  their  unlimited  control,  then  the  compromise  act  was 
not  to  be  touched;  but  now,  when  the  money  is  in  dan- 
ger of  slipping  out  of  their  hands,  and  there  is  danger 
that  those  who  are  in  possession  of  the  power  of  the 
country  shall  lose  their  source  of  corruption;  when  the 
measure  of  distribution  is  proposed,  they  who  before 
were  of  the  opinion  that  the  compromise  act  should  be 
held  sacred,  now  read  lectures  to  the  South,  and  give 
us  warning  against  the  measure  of  distribution,  as  if  we 
were  thereby  about  to  bring  a  revived  tariff  upon  our 
country !  Who  brought  upon  us  the  tariff  of  1828?  The 
President  elect  and  his  political  friends.  They  voted 
for  it,  and  passed  it  in  the  Senate  by  a  msjority  of  one 
vote.  Are  these  the  men  the  South  are  to  be  taught  to 
look  up  to  as  their  guardians  and  protectors — guardians 
ready  to  swindle  and  betray  them?  What  do  we  now 
see  before  our  eyes?  These  very  men  are  now  holding 
up  before  this  House  a  bill  tQ  reduce  immediately  the 
tariff,  in  utter  defiance  of  the  compromise,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  South,  while  another  bill  has  just  been  sent 
us  here  from  the  Senate,  framed  by  the  very  same  party, 
avoiding  almost  entirely  the  interests  embraced  and  se- 
cured by  the  compromise,  and  which  is  to  be  held  out 
for  the  benefit  of  the  North.  If  this  party  who  are  now 
In  power  are  sincere  in  their  professions,  and  intend  to 
act  immediately  upon  this  subject,  why  not  unite  on  one 
bill  and  pass  it?  Why  produce  division  and  confusion 
by  two  bills  in  direct  conflict? 

Mr.  P.  said  he  was  willing  to  do  the^best  he  could, 
under  all  (he  circumstances  of  the  case;  and  he  was  not 
willing  to  take  on  implicit  faith  the  representations  and 
kind  professions  of  gentlemen  who  are  ever  ready  to  do 
lip  service,  but  who  have  always  deserted  us  in  tiihe  of 
need,  from  the  Missouri  question  down  to  the  tariff  of 
1838— gentlemen  who  represent  no  settled  interests,  but 
a  political  party,  for  political  purposes  and  political  ef- 
fects. Sir,  I  trust  no  politician  by  profession.  It  is  be- 
cause I  dread  the  power  and  faithlessness  of  politicians, 
as  connected  with  the  treasures  of  this  Government,  that 
I  now  desire  to  force  the  surplus  from  their  foul  grasp, 
by  depositing  it  with  the  States.  I  am  for  this  deposite, 
because  I  desire  to  break  down  corruption  and  bribery 
here,  and  to  give  power,  independence,  and  blessing, 
to  the  States  of  this  confederacy.  '  Without  this  dispo* 
sition  of  the  surplus,  a  corrupt  dynasty  here  must  be  for- 
ever uncontrolled. 

Mr.  PEARCB,  of  Rhode  Island,  rose  and  said  he 
thought  it  necessary  for  every  gentleman  to  exercise  a 
little  philosophy  on  the  present  occasion.  He  (Mr.  P.) 
had  voted  generally  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Vaudsbpozl,]  but  he  had  not  entered 
into  collision  with  any  one  in  the  vote  he  had  given.  He 
thought  it  did  not  come  with  good  grace  from  New  fork 
to  oppose  this  bill,  on  the  ground  that  Rhode  Island,  Del- 
aware, and  other  small  States,  received  a  small  fraction 
more  than  they  were  entitled  to.  He  confessed  it  was 
not,  perhaps,  pleasant  to  come  from  a  small  State;  for,  if 
it  gained  a  little  but  once  in  a  hundred  years,  there  was 
no  end  to  the  reproaches  made  on  that  account.  Mr. 
P.  a^ked  if  it  was  fair  and  liberal  in  New  York  not  to  be 
satisfied?  New  York  might  be  called  the  ruling  city; 
there  they  generally  had  seven  or  eight  millions  on  hand, 
of  which  Ihey  were  always  receiving  the  benefit,  and 
yet  they  were  not  satisfied.  And  yet  it  might  he  hhown 
that  New  York  had  received  nearly  seven  millions  more 
I  than  it  was  entitled  to.     When  he  (Mr.  P.)  ww  tM 
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great  State  arrayed  to  deprive  the  small  States  of  the 
little  which  they  received,  he  felt  himself  called  upon 
to  lift  up  his  voice  against  it  He  (Mr.  P.)  had  voted 
against  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  frum  Tennes- 
see, [Mr.  BaLi.,]  because  he  was  not  willing  to  record 
the  idea  that  there  would  be  a  surplus  revenue  to  divide 
among  the  States {  he  did  not  wish  to  give  an  argument 
in  favor  of  a  bill  which  his  honorable  friend  from  New 
York  [Mr.  CAXBBSLKifo]  had  called  a  free-trade  bill;  he 
did  not  wish  to  see  that  bill  introduced;  but,  if  (here 
should  be  a  surplus  to  divide,  it  might  be  provided  for 
by  a  bill  afterwards,  to  be  brought  in  for  that  purpose; 
and  then,  in  such  an  event,  he  should  %o  upon  the 
ground  that  it  ought  to  be  divided  according  to  the  ratio 
of  the  States,  and  not  upon  the  ratio  of  the  representa- 
tion in  the  House. 

Mr.  DENNY,  in  reply  to  the  observations  of  Mr.  Van- 
9XBF0XI.,  observed  that  he  [Mr.  Vabd£bpoxl]  had  not 
pointed  out  who  were  the  true  horse-leeches,  crying 
"  give,  give."  He  contended  it  was  not  the  States  to 
which  this  appellation  ought  to  be  applied,  but,  on  the 
pontrary,  to  the  banks.  They  had  tbe  money  for  their 
benefit;  among  them  it  was  distributed,  and  the  coun- 
try called  upon  them  to  disgorge.  They  w^re  the  true 
leeches;  they  held  on;  and  if  gentlemen  voted  in  tbe 
views  of  that  honorable  gentleman,  [Mr.  Yahdxbfoel,] 
they  would  still  be  permitted  to  hold  on.  We  are  (said 
Mr.  D.)  in  possession  of  a  surplus  which  is  not  derived 
from  revenue,  but  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands. 
Tbe  honorable  gentleman  [Mr.  Yabdxbpoxl]  alleges 
that  the  distribution  of  this  surplus  among  the  States  will 
have  a  most  ruinous  tendency;  it  will  make  the  Union  a 
mere  rope  of  sand.  These  he  (Mr.  D.)  thought  extraordi- 
nary arguments;  we  shall  live  over  all  this;  tbe  danger 
which  t6e  honorable  gentleman  threatens  is  not  to  be 
apprehended;  bat,  on  the  contrary,  great  danger  is  to  be 
apprehended  if  such  a  surplus  is  left  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Government,  to  be  loaned  out  at  its  pleasure  to  banks 
in  every  section  of  the  country,  thus  enabling  the  Gov- 
ernment to  exercise  a  control  over  all  parts  of  the  Union, 
of  an  extent  and.  of  an  intensity  without  parallel  in  any 
country  in  the  world.  But  the  honorable  gentleman, 
[Mr.  Vabsebpoxl,]  instead  of  going  into  the  merlta  of 
the  case,  and  pUcmg  these  things  in  their  true  light, 
has  sidopted  a  different  course,  and  has  contented  him- 
self with  passing  in  review  the  different  votes  which  have 
been  given  by  different  gentlemen  on  this  question. 
Why  is  this?  Why  has  he  not  rather  discussed  Uie  real 
merits  of  the  question?  Instead  of  the  merits  of  the 
case,  he  has  brought  into  the  field  the  feelings  of  gen- 
tlemen, as  if  the  better  to  operate  by  an  appeal  to  feel- 
ings rather  than  to  argument.  He  [Mr.  Vabdebpoel] 
has  apoken  of  the  horse-leech,  and  has  characterized  by 
this  appellation  his  own  constituents.  Let  them  judge 
for  themselves  how  far  they  merit  the  term.  To  him  it 
appeared  New  York  was  more  deserving  the  term  than 
any  other  section  of  the  country;  for,  out  of  twenty-two 
millions  from  the  customs.  New  York  received  thirteen 
millions,  which  was  paid  there;  and  who,  then,  be  would 
ask,  waa  the  horse-leech? 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  said  he  would  not  be  so  unreason- 
able as  to  detain  the  House  at  that  late  hour.  He  rose 
merely  to  make  his  acknowledgments  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Vabdxbpobl,]  who  had  so  kindly 
undertaken  to  represent  the  Sta'e  of  Virginia.     The 

} gentleman  had  only  followed  the  example  of  the  State 
rom  whence  he  came,  in  taking  the  old  Commonwealth 
under  his  especial  protection;  and,  as  one  of  her  repre- 
sentatives, (said  Mr.  R.,)  I  feel  myself  bound,  with  all 
due  humility,  to  acknowledge  the  tavor.  Those  whom 
'she  has  confided  in  to  represent  her,  it  seems,  have  mis- 
taken her  interest  and  their  own  duty.  We  have  been 
outwitted,  the  gentleman  tells  us;  gulUd  by  a  Yankee 


trick  into  the  support  of  a  measure  which  will  fasten  up- 
on our  constituents  the  present  ruinous  tariff.  The 
Northern  gentlemen  very  consistently  urge  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  surplus,' in  order  (says  the  gentleman  from 
New  York)  to  prevent  the  success  of  any  plan  for  re- 
ducing the  revenue  and  diminishing  the  high  rate  of 
duties;  and  we  of  the  South,  who  vote  with  them,  are 
the  dupes  of  their  superior  cunning.  Sir,  the  gentle- 
msn  himself  is  entitled  to  great  credit  for  his  own  won- 
derful acuteness,  which  enables  him  so  clearly  to  see 
through  the  designs  of  these  very  sagacious  politicians; 
and  it  is  kind  in  him  to  apprize  us  of  our  danger.  I 
should  like  to  have  heard  him  assign  the  reasons  why 
New  York,  some  years  past,  so  much  in  favor  of  distrib- 
uting the  surplus,  is  now  so  decidedly  opposed  to  it. 
The  true  reason  might  perhaps  be  found  lo  be  that,having 
always  a  very  large  share  of  the  public  funds,  she  gains 
more  by  keeping  what  she  has  than  by  coming  into  a  fair 
division.  But,  without  attempting  to  account  for  the  mo- 
tives which' influence  others,  I  will  very  frankly  tell  the 
gentleman  the  reasons  that  induce  me  to  vote  for  a  dis- 
tribution. Sir,  it  is  with  no  view,  as  he  would  insinuate, 
of  keeping  up  the  present  tariff,  but  with  a  view  to  coun- 
teract it.  Is  it  to  be  endureil  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  who  belongs  to  the  dominant  majority -*to 
that  party  which  professes  so  strong  an  interest  for  the 
South,  and  so  much  hostility  to  this  tariff— should  taunt 
Southern  gentlemen  of  the  minority  with  a  design  to 
co-operate  with  the  North  in  keeping  it  up?  if  he  and 
his  party  are  sincere  in  their  professions,  why  have  they, 
who  wield  the  whole  power  of  legislation,  permitted  the 
South  so  long  to  be  plundered  by  this  unjust  system  of 
taxation?  Why  suffer  it  to  oppress  us  for  a  day,  when 
they  have  the  power  at  any  moment  to  repeal  it?  Why 
has  the  scheme  of  reduction  proposed  during  the  present 
session  been  permitted,  until  this  late  day,  to  slumber 
upon  the  table? 

Sir,  it  is  because  we  have  no  confidence  in  their  pro- 
fessions that  we  are  compelled  to  take  the  only  means 
left  us  for  redress,  by  restoring  to  the  people  of  the 
South  what  this  democratic  majority  continues  to  exact 
from  them.  It  is  this  cons^ideration — the  conviction  that 
the  surplus  revenue,  whether  derived  from  the  sales  of 
the  public  property  or  from  the  operation  of  an  oppres- 
sive and  unconstitutional  tariff,  belongs  to  the  people, 
and  would  be  worse  than  wasted  by  being  left  to  tbe  dis- 
posal of  this  Government— that  induced  me  to  support  the 
proposition  last  year  for  distributing  it.  Upon  the  same 
principles,  until  the  ruling  party  shall  reduce  the  tariff, 
or  take  some  effectual  method  for  Hmitiiig  the  revenues 
to  tbe  just  wants  of  the  Government,  I  will  vote  fur  a 
distribution;  1  pall  it  a  distribution,  because  in  truth  no 
one  expects  a  dollar  will  ever  be  called  for  by  this  Gov- 
ernment. Only  consider,  sir,  what  would  have  been  our 
pjesent  condition,  had  the  act  of  tbe  last  session  not 
been  passed.  >Vc  found  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  day 
of  January  last,  an  unexpended  balance  of  about  fourteen 
millions  remaining  of  the  sums  appropriated  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  last  year;  about  six  millions  more  it  is  thought 
remained  unexpended,  in  the  safe  keeping  of  the  dis- 
bursing officera.  We  distributed  among  the  States  about 
thirty-seven  millions,  making,  together,  about  fifty-seven 
millions;  add  to  this  the  estimated  amount  of  receipts 
into  the  T;>easury  during  the  current  year,  and  you 
would  have  had  an  aggregate  sum  of  nmety  or  one  hundred 
millions  of  dollars,  perhapseven  more,  to  t}e  disposed  of  at 
the  present  session.  What,  sir,  shoiild  we  have  done 
with  it?  We  appropriated,  last  year,  about  twenty  mil- 
lions more  thsn  could  be  expended.  Should  we  have 
been  called  upon  still  to  increase  our  extravagant  and 
enormous  appropriations  to  accumulate  still  larger  bal. 
ances?  Yes,  sir;  and  then  we  should  have  applied  all 
that  could  not  be  wasted  in  useless  fortifications,  splendid 
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custom-houses,  high  salaries,  and  corrupt  jobs  of  every 
sor^  to  carry  on  an  unjust  system  of  internal  improve- 
menis  in  the  Northern  and  Western  States,  from  which 
the  Southern  people  would,  as  usual,  have  derived  Utile 
or  no  benefit.  Sir,  it  is  true,  as  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  says,  the  people  of  the  South  have  been 
gulled;  they  have  been  gulled  with  promises  of  re- 
trenchment long  enough,  while  suffering  from  the  op- 
pressive exactions  of  this  Government,  and  have  at 
length,  I  trust,  awakened  to  a  proper  sense  of  their 
rights  and  of  their  interest.        ' 

A  word,  sir,  in  conclusion,  on  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Manh]  before  me,  pro- 
posing a  distribution  among  the  States  in  the  ratio  of 
their  representation  on  this  floor.  I  had  intended  to 
vote  for  that  amendment,  but  further  reflection  has 
brought  me  to  a  different  determination.  It  does  not  adupt, 
any  more  than  the  provisions  of  (he  deposite  act  which 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bsll]  has'preferred, 
the  ratio  prescribed  by  the  constitution.  That  ratio, 
the  ratio  of  federal  numbers  as  it  is  called,  it  is  impracti- 
cable at  thi4  time  to  apply;  and  though  some  of  the 
States,  particnUrly  the  smaller  ones,  get  under  the  de- 
posite act  more  than  their  just  proportion,  and  some  con- 
sequently less,  the  standard  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  would,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  rather 
increase  than  lessen  the  inequality.  The  new  States,  at 
least,  would  be  seriously  injured  by  the  change;  and,  as 
exact  justice  cannot  be  administered  to  all  by  either 
pUn,  I  am  willing  to  adopt  that  which  most  nearly  ap- 
proaches it,  and  which  is  likely  to  give  the  most  general 
satisfaction. 

Mr.  HOAR  felt  ipduced  to  ask  permission  of  the 
House  to  give  his  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the 
compliment  which  bad  been  paid  to  the  people  of  the 
North  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Vakdeh- 
posL.]  That  gentleman,  under  the  name  of  Yankees, 
bad  particularly  directed  his  compliments  to  the  State 
to  which  he  (Mr.  H.)  h»d  the  honor  to  belong.  He 
was  not  disposed  to  take  his  [Mr.  Vaitoerfobl'b]  remarks 
a9  the  gentleman  bad  intended  them;  he  had  utter- 
ed the  wurds  as  a  reproach  and  a  sarcasm;  but,  though 
such  was  their  import  and  intention,  he  (Mr.  H.)  claim- 
ed them  as  sober  truth;  he  thought  it  was  true,  in  rela- 
tion to  Maflsachusetts,  that  she  knew,  m  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  said,  **on  which  side  of  th^  bread  the 
butter  lies.'*  By  this  expression  he  understood  that 
Massachusetts  was  reproached  as  not  being  ignorant  of 
what  wouli  conduce  to  the  benefit  of  their  section  of 
the  country,  and  what  would  operate  to  its  peculiar  in- 
Jury,  but  without  regarding  the  welfare  of  the  whole. 
But,  sir,  the  Massachusetts  people  well  understand  that 
the  butter  lies  on  that  side  of  the  bread  which  bears  the 
general  welfare  of  the  whole  country;  that  the  best  con- 
tract and  the  best  legislation  is  that  which  is  most  equi- 
table; that  this  alone,  in  the  nature  of  things,  can  be  per- 
manent; and  such  being  the  fact,  betook  it  as  a  com- 
pliment paid  to  the  people  of  the  North,  and  io  Massa- 
chusetts in  particular.  There  were  laws  in  existence, 
the  laws  of  the  land;  and  on  the  faith  of  the  permanen- 
cy of  these  laws  the  people  of  the  North  had  guided  and 
directed  their  course  and  their  conduct;  the  pursuits  of 
Ihe  whole  coun'ry  were  predicated  upon  these  laws; 
and  if  the  North  knew  that  it  conduced  to  the  8.ifety  and 
benefit  of  the,- country  that  lawfl  of  such  importance 
should  not  be  forever  vacillating  and  changing;  if  the 
N  rth  knew  that  the  permanency  of  rules  on  which  the 
business  transactiuni  of  the  country  were  all  based,  or 
if,  in  the  words  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  the  North 
knew  on  which  side  of  the  bread  the  butter  is,  he  bon- 
aidered  it  as  a  compliment,  and  returned  thanks  accord- 
ingly, while  be  would  only  say  he  wished  that  others 
knew   the  same  thing  themselves,  which  surely  they 


ought  to  know.  If  the  laws  by  which  the  pursuits  of 
the  whole  country  were  guided  were  to  be  changed  on 
every  slight  pretence,  and  the  citizens  were  to  be  beat- 
en about  from  land  to  ocean  and  from  ocean  to  land, 
nothing  but  bankrupcty  and  ruin  could  befall  tboae  who 
had  relied  upon  the  laws  for  stability  and  protection. 
He  therefore  deprecated  the  idea  held  forth  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Vandbrpoxl,]  that  be- 
cause  there  was  a  surplus  revenue  derived  from  lands, 
therefore  the  whole  poliey  of  the  country  must  now  un- 
dergo a  change,  and  laws  which  every  one  imagined' 
fixed  were  to  be  subverted  by  a  momentary  crprice. 

Mr.  H.  then  proceeded  to  ahow  that  he  did  not 
advocate  taxation  for  the  sake  of  distribution;  that  man, 
he  thought,  would  deserve  a  straight  jacket,  who  would 
think  of  such  a  thing;  but  he  viewed  this  money,  not«ar' 
the  proceeds  of  taxation,  for  it  came  from  the  aale  of 
lands,  not  from  taxes  of  any  kind  imposed  upon  the  peo- 
ple. Mr.  H.  concluded  by  laying  down  this  proposition : 
that  of  all  curses  which  can  be- inflicted  upon  a  country,' 
a  course  of  legislation  characterized  by  sudden  changes,' 
compelling  the  citizens  frequently  to  change  their  pur- 
suits and  employment,  is  the  greatest  curse;  this  he  held 
to  be  a  proposition  whiich  no  one  could  deny.  The  re- 
verse of  this  is  the  side  of  the  bread  on  which  the  butter 
lies. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  MAirir,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  submitted  the  folbwing 
proposition,  by  way  of  amendment  to  Mr.  Bill's  amend- 
ment, which  be  said  he  would  do  without  one  word  of 
debate: 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  3l8t  of 
December  next,  in  all  cases  where  duties  are  imposed 
on  foreign  imports  by  the  act  of  the  14th  of  July, 
1833,  entitled  ''An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  sev- 
eral acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  or  by  any 
other  act,  which  shall  exceed  20  per  centum  on 
the  value  thereof,  one  third  part  of  such  excess  shall 
be  deducted;  from  and  after  the  30th  of  June,  1838, 
one  half  of  the  residue  of  such  excess  shall  be  de- 
ducted; and  on  the  30th  of  Decetnber,  1838,  the  other 
half  shall  be  deducted;  any  thing  in  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1833,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec  2.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and  after 
the  30th  September  next,  the  duty  on  salt  shall  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said  it  was  certainly  too  late  in  the  ses- 
sion take  up  the  subject  of  regulating  the  whole  of  the 
tariflr. 

Mr.  BELL  raised  the  point  of  order  whether  such  a 
proposition,  being  of  a  distinct  and  ^ubsuntive  charac- 
ter, in  no  way  analogous  either  with  the  bill  or  the 
amendment,  could  be  moved;  and,  also,  that  it  was  the 
same  as  a  bill  already  before  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  (temporarily  occupied  by  Mr.  Baieos) 
decided  against  the  point,  on  the  ground  that  the  amend- 
ment was  not  the  same  as  the  bill  in  question. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  adoption  of  his  proposition. 

Mr.  MERCER  then  took  an  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  that  the  amendment  was  in  order. 

The  CHAIR  [Mr.  Brioos]  having  stated  the  grounds 
of  his  decision,  that  the  amendment  was  not  the  same, 
in  many  material  points,  as  the  bill  on  the  subject  of  the 
tariff  before  the  House, 

Mr.  MERCER  insisted  upon  his  point; -and 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  appeal,  but  the  House  refused  to  order  them; 
and,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  REED, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  drew  the  attention  of  gentlemen 
to  the  fact  that  they  had  themselves  called  for  this' 
proposition.     With  rfgaid   to  the  point  of  order,  he 
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would  only  remark,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  g^entleman  from  Tennessee  was  itself  actual- 
ly A  part  of  a  proposition  before  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  There  were  a  number  of  memorials  sent 
to  that  House  on  the  subject  of  a  distribution  of  the  sur- 
plus revenue,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  Resolutions  of  State  Legislatures  and'oi her 
propositions,  also  on  the  same  subject,  had  been  referred 
to  that  committee.  Nor  was  that  all.  That  committee 
liad  reported  on  the  subject,  and  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  only  one  half  of  that  re- 
ported on  by  that  committee. 

In  the  second  place,  the  one  proposition  was  just  as 
much  in  order  as  the  other,  for  the  sul^ect  of  both  was 
the  same.  Mr.  C.  did  not  pretend  that  both  were  not  a 
violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  rules;  but  inasmuch  as  the 
House  had  admitted  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  it  could  not,  consistently  with  itself,  but 
admit  the  converse  of  that  propof>ition.  If  they  voted 
contrary  to  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  they  would  be  vir- 
tually voting  down  their  own  proposition,  at  least  against 
the  propriety  of  ingrafting  it  upon  this  bill. 

Mr.  WARD  s^id  he  always  felt  disposed  to  sustsin  the 
Chair,  where  he  could  do  so  consistently;  but  he  regret- 
ted to  say  that,  in  the  present  instance,  he  felt  compel- 
led to  differ  from  its  decision— not,  however,  on  the 
ground  taken  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Mbacbii,]  who  had  taken  the  appeal,  but  on 
the  ground  that,  by  the  41st  nile  of  the  House,  it  is  ex- 
pressly laid  down  that  no  motion  or  proposition  on  a 
subject  different  from  that  under  consideration  shall  be 
admitted  **  under  color  of  amendment."  Now,  it  was 
clear  to  Mr.  W's  mind  (and  be  must  confess  that  he  felt 
DO  little  surprise  that  ihere  should  be  a  difference  of 
•opinion  on  the  subject)  that  the  proposition  now  sought 
^o  be  ingrafted  on  this  bill  had  not  even  the  most  remote 
analogy  with  it.  Each  was  of  itself  a  distinct  and  sub- 
stantive proposition,  havipg  no  identity  with,  nor  even 
bearing  upon,  the  other.  Would  gentlemen  point  out 
what  possible  affinity  there  was  between  the  plan  for 
distributing  a  surplus  or  supposed  surplus  of  the  public 
revenue  and  the  appropriations  for  the  ordinary  ex- 
penditures in  fortifications.'  ^ 

But,  ssked  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  before  him, 
[Mr.  Pattoh,]  if  the  original  amendment  were  admissi- 
ble, wherein  consisted  the  inadmissibility'of  this  amend- 
ment? Mr.  W.,  for  himself,  would  give  the  gentleman 
a  response.  Ue  held  the  one  to  be  just  as  inadmissible 
as  the  other;  and  who  would  contend  that  '*  two  wrongs 
make  a  right?"  He  thought  the  decision  of  the  Chair, 
in  admitting  the  original  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  an  unsound  one,  and  the  present  em- 
barrasament  demonstrated  it.  To  that  amendment  he  had 
the  saoie  objection  as  to  the  present,  and  nothing  but  his 
known  disinclination  to  raise  a  question  of  order,  and  the 
unparalleled  accumulation  of  public  business  to  be  acted 
on  in  the  short  space  of  four  days,  pretented  his.  then 
taking  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  their  presiding 
officer.     Thus  much  as  to  the  applicability  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  W.  had,  however,  other  and  strong  objections, 
applying  both  to  the  original  proposition  and  the  propo- 
sed amendment—objections  which,  though  they  had  no 
immediate  connexion  with  the  point  of  order,  yet  they 
grew  out  of  it.  Without  arrogating  to  himself  the  power 
of  prescience  as  to  what  the  C^hief  Magistrate  might  do, 
should  this  proposition  be  adopted  by  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  or  without  pretending  to  be  an  exponent 
of  the  opinions  of  that  venerable  patriot,  yet  his  princi- 
ples and  sentiments  were  so  well  known  that  every  gen- 
tleman must  acknowledge  that  the  whole  bill  would  be 
jeoparded  by  ingrafting  upon  it  this  scheme  of  distribu- 
tion. JLet  him  ask,  then,  were  gentlemen  prepared  to 
ittume  the  responsibility  of  defeating  this  bill  altogeth- 
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er?  Were  they  willing,  for  the  sake  of  adopting  a  favor- 
ite scheme,  the  policy  of  which  was  at  least  questioned, 
to  hazard  the  loss  of  a  bill,  the  expediency  and  necessity 
of  which  wss  felt  by  all.'  Had  gentlemen  so  soon  for** 
gotten  the  labored  and  untiring  efforts  of  members  of 
the  last  Congress  to  relieve  themselves  from  any  partici- 
pation in  the  loss  of  the  fortification  bill  two  years  ago.^ 
He  repeated  that  he  did  apprehend  the  loaa  of  the  bill  if 
this  measure  should  be  ingrafted  on  it,  and  be  appealed 
to  honorable  gentlemen  not  to  do  that  by  an  indirect 
vote  which  they  would'^spurn  to  do  directly;  for  an  af- 
firmation of  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  the  subse- 
quent adoption  of  the  amendment,  would,  he  insisted,  be 
virtually  a  vote  against  the  bill  itself. 

One  word  as  to  the  principle  involved  in  the  messure 
itself,  and  Mr.  W.  would  take  his  seat;  for  the  opportu- 
nity had  gone  by  when  long  speeches  could  be  made. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  scheme  of  distribution,  as  provi- 
ded for  by  the  amendment.  He  had  opposed  it  at  the 
last  session,  and  recorded  his  vote  against  it;  and  he 
never  had,  nor  did  he  believe  he  ever  should  have,  cause 
to  regret  that  vote.  A  majority  of  that  House  was  of  a 
different  opinion,  and  Mr.  W.  waa  compelled  to  yield, 
after  doing  all  that  the  constitution  empowered  him  to 
do  to  arrest  its  passage — that  of  recording  his  vote  in  the 
negative.  In  conclusion,  he  again  made  an  earnest  ap- 
peal to  the  House  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the  Obair; 
for  by  that  alone  could  they  insure  the  passage  of  the 
appropriation  bills  for  the  necessary  wants  of  the  Gov- 
c^rnment.  Should  the  House  affirm  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  and  then  vote  down  the  amendment,  its  friends^ 
under  that  decision,  would  renew  it  on  the  other  appro, 
priation  bills,  and  one  or  all  of  them  would  be  ineviiably 
lost.  Mr.  W.  here  enumerated  some  of  the  more  im* 
portant  bills;  among  which  were,  besides  the  fortification 
bill,  the  harbor  bill,  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  the 
Cumberland  road  bill,  &c.  For  these  reasons,  thus  has- 
tily expressed,  Mr.  W.  should  vote  to  reverse  that  de« 
cision;  snd  he  sincerely  hoped  that,  in  that  vote,  he 
would  meet  with  the  support  of  a  majority  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HAYNES*  said  he  hsd  yet  to  learn  that,  wheir 
a  proposition  had  been  entertained  and  passed  to  dis- 
pose of  the  whole  revenue  of  the  country,  except  the 
sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  by  a  distribution  among 
the  States,  it  could  be  out  of  order  to  consider  a  motloD 
to  reduce  that  revenue.  It  was  the  greatest  absurdity 
to  contend  that,  while  we  had  been  considering  a  plan 
to  distribute  the  public  money,  it  was  not  in  order  to  en- 
tertain a  proposition  to  reduce  or  regulate  its  amount. 
He  said  it  was  obvious  to  him  that  this  scheme  of  distri- 
bution was  intended  to  prevent  any  future  reduction  of 
the  public  revenue.  If  the  point  of  order  now  raised 
shall  be  sustained,  (and  there  seemed  tp  be  a  strong 
probability  that  it  would,)  it  would  furnish  conclusive 
evidence  that  the  distributors  were,  in  fact  and  in  prln- 


*  yoie  by  Mr.  H. — The  remarks  of  Mr.  Hatsbs  were 
made  upon  a  question  of  order.  That  qilestion  of  order 
was  this:  Mr.  Bill  hsd  moved  an  amendment  to  distrib- 
ute, upon  the  principles  of  the  deposite  act  of  the  last 
session,  the  surplus  revenue  over  five  millions  of  dollars, 
which  might  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January  ' 
next.  After  that  amendment  had  been  adopted,  and 
one  offered  by  Mr.  Mahv,  of  New  York,  to  regulate  its 
deposite  by  the  standard  of  representation  established 
for  the  regulation  of  direct  taxes,  had  been  rejected, 
Mr.  Caxbhslbvo  offered  an  amendment  to  reduce  the 
tariff  of  duties  on  foreign  imports.  Mr.  Caxbbxl* 
EHo's  proposition  waa  objected  to,  as  out  of  order.  I  hat 
objection  waa  sustained  by  a  majority  of  the  House,  snd 
jusufies  and  sustains  the  position  taken  by  Mr.  Hatxss, 
that  the  diainbuting  party  intend  that  the  public  reve- 
nue aball  never  be  reducedi  if  they  can  prevent  it. 
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eiple»  opposed  to  any  redaetioo  of  the  revenue  what- 
ever. 

He  would  now  take  leave  to  warn  Southern  gentle- 
men, those  whose  constUuents  were  opposed  (o  a  high 
tariff  and  system  of  distribution,  that  they  were  making 
eommon  cause  with  a  party  utterly  and  entirely  opposed 
to  a  reduction  of  the  tariff,  as  they  were  also  opposed 
to  any  and  every  diminution  of  the  public  revenue. 

The  point  of  order  was  then  further  discussed  by 
Messrs.  MERCER,  PARKER,  and  REED. 

The  question  was'  taken  on  the  appeal,  and  decided 
In  the  negative:  Yeas  94,  nays  97,  as  follows: 

YsAS^Measrs.  Afford,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean, 
Black,  Bockee,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burns, 
Cambreleng,  Chaney,  Chspman,  Chapin,  J.  F.  H.  Clai- 
borne, Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cush- 
man,  Dawson,  Doobleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Fair- 
aeld,  Fry,  Fuller,  James  Garland,  Gholson,  Gillet,  Gra- 
ham, Grantland,  Grayson,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hsmer, 
Hannegan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hazel- 
tioe.  Holt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Jarvis,  Cave  John- 
son,  ^.  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Klingensmith,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Lawler,  Gideon  tee,  Joshua  Lee,  Leonard, 
Lewis,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Mar- 
tin, William  Mason,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Morgan,  Owens,  Parks,  Patterson, 
Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Joseph 
Reynolds,  Rogers,  Seymour,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles, 
Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Vander- 
poel,  Wsgener,  Wardwell,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
?ell--94. 

NATS'-Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Anthony,  Bailey,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Bu- 
chanan Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey, 
George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Chetwood,  Cbilds, 
Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Gushing, 
Darlmgton,  Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett, 
Forester,  French,  Granger,  Graves,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard, 
Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hender- 
son, Uieiter,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hubley,  Hunt,  IngerauU, 
Ingham,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Henry  Johnson,  Kd- 
gore,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lincoln,  Love,  Job 
Mann,  Samson  Mason,  Bfaury,  McCarty,  McComas,  Mc- 
Kennan,  Mercer,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Parker,  Dutee 
J.  Pearce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Phil- 
lips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencber,  John  Reynolds, 
Schenck,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Blade,  Sloane,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Suth- 
erland, Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Underwood,  Vin- 
ton, Ward,  Washington,  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  Lewis 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williams— 97.i 

So  the  House  reversed  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment,  as 
amended. 

Mr.  MARTIN  then  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment: 

<'  That  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  shall  cease  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  bill,  except  to  actual  set- 
tlers upon  the  public  land,  upon  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  shall  be  presented  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, with  theapprobationof  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  wbicii  shall  not  t>e  inconsistent  with  the  fol- 
lowing instructions:    • 

'<  Ist.  That  no  one  settler  shall  purchase  a  larger  quan- 
tity than  two  sections. 

<*2d.  That  twoyears'  residence  upon  the  land,after  the 
purckiase,  shall  be  necessary,  and  shall  be  satisfactorily 
proven  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  before  the  pat- 
ent issues. 

"  3d.  That  the  price  of  the  public  lands  to  the  settler 
shall  be  regulates  as  follows:  To  the  purchaser  of  a 
quanthy  of  land  not  exceeding  one  quarter  section,  fifty 
cents  per  scie;  not  exceeding  one  half  section,  seventy- 


five  cents  per  acre;  and  to  the  purchaser  of  a  section* 
or  more,  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre." 

The  CHAIR  decided  this  amendment  to  be  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  MARTIN  sppealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayt;  which  were  ordered* 
and  were:  Yeas  116,  nays  68,  as  follows: 

YsAs^—Messrs.  Adams,  Alfiord,  Chilton  Allan,  Hemao 
Allen,  Anthony,  Bailex,  Barton,  Beale,  Bell,  Bockee, 
Bond,  Borden,  Bouldio,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  John  Cal* 
boon,  Campbell,  Carter,  George  Chambers,  John  Cham- 
bers, Chaney,  Chetwood,  Chllds,  Nathaniel  H.  Clai* 
borne,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing,  Dar- 
lington, Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Ev« 
erett.  Forester,  French,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves, 
Grayson,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin, 
Harlan,  Harper,  Samuel  S»  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Hasel- 
tine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hubley,  Hunt, 
Huntsman,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  William  Jackson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Laportr, 
Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Ijincoln,  Love,  Job  Mann, 
Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McCarty,  McComas,  McKen- 
nan,  Mercer,  Montgomery,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,.  Par- 
ker, Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Jamfcs  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pet* 
tigrew;  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Bencher,  Ro* 
gers,  Schenck,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H. 
Shepperd,  Slade,  Sloane,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele, 
Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Underwood,  Vinton, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Washington,  Webster,  White,  Elisba 
Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Young — 116. 

Naxs^ Messrs.  Ash,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Black,  Bovee, 
Boyd,  Burns,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chapin, 
J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Cramer,  Cusbonan, 
Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  ifairfield.  Fry,  Fuller,, 
James  Garland,  Gholson,  Gillet,  Grantland,  Joseph  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Haynei^  Holt, 
'Huntington,  Jarvis,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson, 
Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee, 
Leonard,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann, 
Martin,  W.  Mason,  McKsy,  McKim,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Phelps,  Pinckney, 
John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sic- 
kles, John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel, 
Yell— 68. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  affirmed  by  the 
House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
the  Committee  of  Wa>s  and  Means^  as  amended  by  Mr. 
Bell,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  110,  nays  84. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  next  and  last  amendment  made  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  coming  up  on  the  question  of  concur- 
rence, was  the  appropriation  of  $40,000  for  fortifica- 
tions at  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  McKAY,  expressing 
his  opposition  to  the  appropriation  at  this  time,  on  the 
ground  that  a  survey  had  not  )et  been  made. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  was 
non-concurred  in. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  he  desired  to  say  a  few  wofds  be- 
fore the  question  was  taken,  not  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
cussing the  principles  of  the  deposite  act,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  explaining  distinctly  the  grounds  of  the  vote 
he  was  about  to  give,  and  which  might  perhaps  other- 
wise be  misunderstood.  I  was  one  of  those,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, (said  Mr.  P.,)  who  zealoualy  and  strenuously  support- 
ed the  bill  of  the  Isst  session,  directing  the  deposite  of 
the  surplus  revenue  with  the  States.    I  considered  it  and 
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Intended  it  bontlide  n  a  depoeite,  and  not  as  a  distribu- 
tion t  and  in  tliat  point  of  view,  and  looking  to  the  actual 
circumstances  in  which  we  were  placed,  I  then  thought 
it  a  most  salutary,  necessary,  and  constitutional  measure. 
I  have  seen  nothing  and  heard  nothing. which  has  at  all 
shaken  my  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  that  law*  concur- 
ring fully  in  the  denunciations  against  any  system  of  rais- 
ing revenue  for  the  purpose  of  distribution  as  inexpe- 
dient, unjust,  and  unconstitotional,  I  am  utterly  unable 
to  comprehend  the  force  or  justice  of  the  effort  which 
IS  made  to  spply  these  denunciations  to  a  measure  which 
proposes  to  deposite  with  the  States  tliat  revenue  which 
has  been  unnecessarily  taken  from  the  pockets  of  the 
people,  which  it  is  found  impossible  to  expend,  even  by 
the  most  liberal  appropriations  of  every  kind,  and  whicb, 
if  not  thus  deposited,  must  remain  deposited  with  nu- 
merous banks,  and  the  benefit  of  this  common  property 
6f  the  whole,  in  the  shspe  of  interest,  discounts,  &c.,  be 
employed  by  those  immediately  ^fntereated  in  those  insti- 
tutions, instead  of  being  placed  in  such  a  situation,  under 
the  control  of  the  legislatures  of  each  State,  that  the 
benefita  apd  sdvantages  of  these  funds,  unnecessarily  and 
improperly  drffwn  from  the  people,  mpy  be,  to  some  ex- 
tent, and  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  diffused  among 
those  from  whom  it  was  improperly  taken.  All  the  dec- 
lamation which  has  been  written  and  spoken,  all  the  ap- 
prehensions which  have  been  expressed  as  to  the  danger 
of  corrupting  the  people  and  the  States,  and  laying  them 
prostrate  at  the  Ibotstool  of  this  Qovernment,  are  bug- 
bears which  do  not  frighten  me  in  the  least.  1  have,  there- 
fore, no  difficulty  whatever  in  sustaining  the  principle  of 
the  deposite  act,  and  renewing  its  provisions,  for  the  dis* 
position  of  a  surplus,  which  accumulates  in  spire  of  all  the 
efforts  I  can  tbake  to  repeal  or  modify  those  unjust  and 
oppressive  laws  by  which  this  surplus  is  raised.  It  is,  in 
my  opinion,  the  best  possible  disposition  that  can  be 
made  of  such  a  surplus.  While  these  are  my  opinions, 
I  have  voted  sgainst  the  introduction  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  this  bill. 
I  think  it  an  inappropriate  place  for  the  law.  This  is  a 
bill  making  the  regular  and  ordinary  appropriations  for 
the  completing  and  armament  of  oar  fortifications.  It  is 
strictly  an  appropriation  bill;  and  the  practice  is  very  ir- 
regular, and  will  be  productive  of  g^eat  confusion  and 
mischief  in  our  legislation,  it  subjects  so  incongruous, 
measures  so  vsrious  and  inconsistent  with  each  other, 
shall  be  jumbled  to^rether,  and  especially  if  the  ordinary 
and  annual  appropriation  bills  shall  be  made  the  basis  on 
which  to  pile  acts  of  original  legislation,  distinct  and  in- 
dependent of  the  annual  provisions  for  satisfying  demands 
created  by  past  and  permanent  laws.  This  is  one  rea- 
son for  my  voting  against  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee.  I  had  a'  further  objection: 
the  present  Congress  goes  out  of  existence  in  a  few  dnys; 
before  the  emergency  contemplated  by  the  amendment 
can  exist,  a  new  Congress  will  have  assembled.  As  yet, 
it  rs  unceitain  whether  there  will  beuny  surplus;  and  it 
.will  be  time  enough,  when  Congress  meets  here  next 
Oeoember,  to  dispose  of  the  surplus,  if  it  shall  then  ex- 
ist, aa  that  Congress  may  think  right. 

This  measure,  therefore,  seems  to  me  to  be  premature, 
unnecessary,  and  not  altogether  delicate  to  our  succes- 
sor s;  and  although  it  is  very  probable,  nay,  almost  cer- 
tain, if  I  should  be  here  at  that  time,  and  should  find  a 
large  furplus,  that  I  sboul<i  be  in  favor  of  such  a  dispo- 
sition of  it  as  is  contemplated  by  the  amendment,  still  it 
seemed  to  me  better  to  leave  that  matter  to  those  who 
come  after  u«,  and  whose  business  it  seems  more  prop- 
erly to  be  than  ours.  My  objections,  then,  to  the  amend- 
ment have  been  on  pointa  of  form  and  points  of  time, 
and  not  on  grounds  of  hostility  to  the  deposite  of  an  in- 
evitable aurplus  with  the  States,  as  has  been  already 
done.     I  had  some  faint  hopes,  too,  that  some  modifica- 


tion of  the  tariff  would  fake  place,  which  would  very 
much  diminish,  if  not  prevent,  any  surplus,  which  pot-' 
mbly  might  in  some  way  be  impeded  by  the  success  of  a 
depnsit^iil.  I  attach,  however,  very  little  weight  to 
this  consideration,  no  more  than  I  do  to  the  other  idea, 
that  the  passage  of  this  amendment  will  interfere  with 
the  success  of  the  land  bill  which  has  been  sent  to  us 
from  the  Senate.  If  I  thought  the  pssssge  of  the  land 
bill  would  be  impeded  by  the  enactment  of  this  deposite 
amendment,  it  would  furnish  an  argument  in  favor  of 
that  amendment  which  would  overrule  and  ought  to 
overrule  all  objections  as  to  form  and  time;  for'I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  consider  that  land  bill  more 
impolitic,  more  pernicious  in  its  practical  operational 
than  the  strongest  opponents  of  those  measures  think  the 
tariff  and  the  deposite  bill,  and  more  unjust  and  more 
clearly  unconstitutional  than  either  of  them. 

For  these  reasons,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  constantly, 
since  this  amendment  was  proposed,  voted  sgainst  ita  in- 
corporation with  the  fortification  bill;  and  when  it  waa 
decided  by  you,  and  acquiesced  in  by  the  House,  that 
the  amendment  was  in  order  as  an  amendment  to  this 
bill,  I  very  cheerfully  voted  still  further  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  attaching  to  it  a  bill  to  reduce  the  reve- 
nue by  a  modification' of  the  tariff.  But  the  House  have 
determined  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  is  in  order;  that  it  shall  be  incorporated  witK 
this  bill;  and,  the  bill  being  thus  amended,  the  question 
is  now  presented  whethec  the  bill  shall,  as  thus  amend* 
ed,  be  engrossed;  in  other  words,  whether  the  pbjectiona 
to  the  passage  of  the  deposite  prbvision  at  this  time  and 
in  this  form  sre  so  strong  that  we  must  sacrifice  the  ap* 
propriations  for  the  fortifications;  whether  we  shall  rather 
make  no  provision  for  the  ordinary  and*  annual  expenses 
of  completing  and  improving  the  defences  of  the  coun- 
try, than  give  our  sanction  to  the  deposite  provision. 
While  I  have  opposed  the  introduction  of  this  amend- 
ment, for  the  reasons. above  stated,  although  T  would 
have  voted  against  tbe  passage,  of  a  distinct  bill  for  the 
purpose  contained  in  the  amendment,  as  being  prenui- 
ture,  unnecessary  at  this  time,  and  perhaps  somewhat  in- 
delicate to  the  next  Congress,  still  my  objections  to  tbe 
deposite  provision  are  not  such  as*  to  warrant  me  in  re- 
fusing to  give  my  vote  for  it,  when  the  alternative  is 
either  to  vote  for  th^t,  or  to  vote  agpiinst  the  appropria- 
tions for  keeping  up,  completing,  and  arming  our  fortifi- 
cations. I  shall  not  hesitate,  therefore,  to  vote  for  en- 
grossing the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  and  decided  in  the  afRrmative,  112  to  70,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman 
Allen,  Anthony,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden,. 
Bouldin,  Briggs,  Buvicb,  John  Calhoon,  Campbell,  Car- 
ter, Casey,  George  Chambers.  John  Chambers,  Childs^ 
Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark»  Connor,  Corwin,  Crane, 
Cusbing, Darlington,  Diwson,  Deberry,  Denny,  BImore, 
Evans,  Everett,  Forester,  French,  Jsmes  Garland,  Gra- 
ham, Granger,  Graves,  Grayson,  Grennelt,  Haley,  Hiland 
Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harri- 
son, Hazeltine,  rfenderson,  Hiester,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hunt, 
Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  William  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson, 
Kilgore,  Line,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea, 
Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  Job  Mann,  Samson  Mason, 
Maury,  McCarty,  McComas,  NcKennan,  Mercer,  Mont- 
gomery, Morris,  Parker,  Patton,  Dutee  J.  Pearce, 
James  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Phillips, 
Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  llencher,  John  Reynolds,  Rob- 
ertson, William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Sfaepperd, 
Shields,  Slade,  Sloane,  Sprague,  Standcfer,  Steele, 
Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Un- 
derwood, Vinton,  Washington,  White,  Eli«ha  Whittle- 
sey, Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod 
Williams,  Young— 112. 
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schooners  (we  have  not  the  meins  of  a  precise  eompu- 
tstion)  entered  the  succeedtnr  yesr,  1835.  In  1836, 
from  the  opening*  to  the  close  of  navigation,  there  were, 
exclusive  of  the  small  steamboats  that  ply  daily  between 
this  aod  Detroit,  601  arrivals,  viz:  690  steamboats  and 
SI  I  schooners,  averaging  118,600  tons,  as  follows:  390 
steamboats,  at  250  tons  each,  97,500  tons,  211  schonn* 
erf,  100  tons  each,  21,190  tons— making  in  all  118,600 
tons." 

Detroit,  Milwaukee,  Michigan  city,  and  numerous 
other  places  of  less  importance,  on  the  borders  of  these 
lakes,  are  making  astonishing^  advances  in  trade,  wealth, 
and  population.  It  is  said,  upon  good  authority,  that 
223  vessels  discharged  cargoes  at  Milwaukee^  during  the 
last  season.  The  census  of  this  town  was  taken  under  the 
act  of  Congress  orgp^nizing  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
and  the  population  was  ascertained  to  number  1,300, 
where,  eiglitcen  months  before,  there  were  but  two 
families.  These  facts  are  surprising,  even  to  those  who 
live  in  this  age  of  wonden.  Every  where  in  the  vast 
fertile  regions  of  the  West,  the  country  is  advancing  with 
railroad  velocity,  outstripping  the  calculations  of  ihe 
wildest  enthusiast.  The  lake  coast  ot  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,  end  the  northern  part  of  Ohio,  have  more 
than  doubled  in  population  within  the  last  eight  years, 
since  the  General  Government  began  the  construction  of 
harborst  and  Michigan  has  increased  from  a  population 
of  about  twenty  thousand,  to  upwards  of  two  hundred 
thousand  souls;  from  a  wilderness,  to  a  comparatively 
dense  population  of  enterprising  and  inda«trioos  citi- 
zens. 

It  is  impossible,  at  the  present  day,  to  assign  limits  to 
the  future  population  and  wealth  of  the  States  bordering 
upon  the  Western  lakes.  Their  productive  industry, 
owing  to  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and  other  natural  ad* 
vantHges,  will  soon  equal  that  uf  any  other  portion  of  the 
United  States  of  the  like  extent.  The  lakes,  which  are 
the  natural  avenues  for  their  trade,  are  desuned  to  be 
covered  with  vessels  engaged  in  an  active  and  profitable 
commerce. 

A  project  has  been  set  on  foot  to  overcome  the  Falls 
of  St.  Mary,  and  open  the  navigation  of  Lake  Superior, 
which,  it  is  believed,  may  be  accomplished  at  a  compara* 
tively  trifling  expense,  as  it  will  require  but  three  locks 
of  seven  feet  lift  each,  and  a  canal  of  less  than  a  mile  in 
length.  By  this  means,  more  than  twelve  hundred 
miles  of  coast  navigation  would  be  added  to  the  present. 

The  whole  amount  appropriated,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  improvement  of  the  harbors  on  the  North- 
ern lakes  to  the  close  of  the  last'  session  of  Congress, 
was  one  million  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand 
eight  Imndred  and  forty  dolUrs  and  eighteen  cents. 
This  sum  has  been  applied  to  the  following  improve- 
ments: 

Lakb  Ovtario. 
Sackett's  Harbor,    -  .  -  - 

Improvements  of  the  mouth  of  Black  river, 
Salmon  river, 

iPier  and  mole  at  Oswego,   - 
Improvement  at  Big  Sodus  bay. 
Improvement  of  Genesee  river. 
Improvement  of  Oik  Orchard  creek. 


#6,000  00 

5,000  00 

10,000  00 

149,820  87 

116,620  00 

113,395  00 

5,000  00 


Lakz  Ebiz. 
Improvement  of  Black  Rock  harbor. 
Improvement  of  Buffalo  harbor,     - 
Improvementof  Dunkirk  harbor  - 
Improvement  of  Cattaraugus  creek. 
Improvement  of  Portland  harbor. 
Improving  the  harbor  of  Erie, 
Improving  the  harbor  of  Conneaut, 


$405,835  87 


$52,098  00 
139,594  00 
62,743  93 
15.000  00 
10.000  00 
97,858  43 
30,305  65 


Improving  the  harbor  of  Ashtabula 
Improvement  of  Cunningham  creek. 
Improvement  of  Grand  river 
Improving  the  harbor  of  Cleveland 
Improvement  of  Black  river 
Improvement  of  Union  river. 
Pier  at  La  Plaisance  bay,  • 
River  Raisin  sliip  canal,     - 


Lakb  Mtghioaf. 
Improving  the  harbor  of  Chicago, 
Improving  the  harbor  of  St.  Joseph's, 
Improving  the  harbor  of  Michigan  city. 


$48,149  75 
9,781  13 
45,598  29 
62,557  15 
51.794  77 
33,208  71 
19,713  91 
45,000  00 

$723,403  31 


$122,601  00 
20,000  00 
20,000  00 

$162,601  00 


The  expenditures  mentioned  in  the  above  tabular  state'* 
roent,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  are  for  works  extend- 
ing along  a  coast  navigation  of  twelve  hundred  miles, 
where,  prior  to  1828,  no  good  harbors  existed  on  the 
main  land,  except  at  the  extremities  of  Lake  Erie  and 
Lake  Ontario.  Then,  a  trip  from  Buffalo  to  Detroit  was 
considered  as  dangerous  as  eross'mg  the  Atlantic — ves- 
sels being  often  connpelled,  by  sudden  storms  and  ad- 
verse winds,  when  they  had  nearly  reached  the  place  of 
destination,  in  order  to  avoid  being  wrecked  on  the 
coast,  to  put  back,  and  make  the  port  from  which  they 
had  sailed.  Now,  vessels  of  all  descriptions  cross  Lake 
Erie  with  almost  as  little  danger  as  they  ascend  the  Hud- 
son. The  change  has  been  wrought  by  the  appropria- 
tions alluded  to.  Already  twelve  good  harbors  bsve 
been  created  on  Lake  Erie  and  three  on  Lake  Ontario. 
These  have  been  generally  made  by  removing  the  bar  at 
the  entrance  of  the  harbors,  and  by  constructing  piers 
of  wood  and  stone  to  break  the  force  of  the  waves,  and 
prevent  the  accumulation  of  sand  and  gravel  in  the  chan- 
nels. This  experiment  has  proved  entirely  successful. 
The  object  of  the  appropriations  now  asked  for  is,  in 
most  cases,  to  make  these  structures  permanent;  id 
some  few  others,  it  is  to  remove  the  bar  between  the 
piert. 

No  good  harbors  now  exist  on  Lake  Michigan.  This 
fact  accounts  for  the  deatruqtion  of  human  lives  and  the 
loss  of  property  which  occurred  on  those  waters  during 
the  past  season.  It  is  computed  that  property  to  the 
value  of  two  hundred  thousand  dolhirs  was  destroyed  by 
one  storm,  at  and  near  Chicsgo.  which  was  entirety 
owing  to  the  impossibility  of  passing  over  the  sand  bar 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  between  the  piers.  The  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  message  of  Governor  Dodge,  to 
the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin,  presents  a  clear  and  cor- 
rect view  of  this  branch  of  the  subject: 

'*  The  shipping  interest  of  Lake  Michigan,  for  the  last 
two  years,  has  increased  to  a  great  extent,  and  little  has 
been  done  to  protect  it.  Appropriations  fur  the  con- 
struction of  harbors  and  light-houses  are  of  the  first  im- 
portance to  protect  our  commerce,  as  well  as  the  lives 
of  enterprising  citizens  on  Lake  Michigan.  Many  lives, 
and  property  to  a  large  amount^  have  been  lost,  for  the 
want  of  the  necessary  harbors  on  this  lake.  I  would  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  asking  of  Congress  an  appropria- 
tion sufficient  to  cover  the  expenses  of  surveying  all  the 
necessary  harbors  on  Lake  Michigan,  and  the  construc- 
tion of  such  harbors  and  light-houses  at  the  most  eligible 
situations,  for  the  security  and  protection  of  our  lake 
trade." 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  memorial  of  the 
Of  neral  Assembly  of  Indiana  to  the  present  Cpngress, 
asking  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Michigan  city, 
ndiana: 
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•'That,  owing^  to  its  natural  and  rekuive  position, 
Lake  Michigan  may  be  emptiatiGally  styled,  in  its  com- 
mercial importance,  ttie  Mediterranean  of  North  Ameri- 
ca. The  business  in  this  lake  has  increased  in  a  ratio 
far  exceeding^  that  of  any  other  newly-occupied  naviga* 
ble  waters.  The  amount  of  merchandise  landed  at  the 
different  points  on  the  whole  lake,  it  is  believed,  would 
not  fall  short  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  The  amount 
landed  at  Michigan  city  alone  exceeds  three  millions  of 
dollars.  The  losses  sustained  by  damage  to  vessels  and 
merchandise  on  the  lake  during  the  past  year,  which 
mostly  has  been  for  want  of  harbors,  has  not  been  less 
than  a  million  of  dollars.  In  two  years  pait,  more  than 
fifty  lives  have  been  lost,  many  of  them  young,  intelli- 
gent, and  promising,  who  met  with  a  premature  and 
watery  grave  for  want  of  harbors;  vessels  being  under 
the  necessity  of  encountering  the  severest  gales  at  sea, 
without  any  other  hope  than  that  of  being  able  to  outride 
the  storm." 

In  1836,  five  millions  one  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars 
sad  ninety-three  cents,  as  appears  from  the  repprt  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  were  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  on  the  sales  of  publicvlands,  in  the  State  of 
Michigan;  yet  the  bill  before  us  contains  only  the  pitiful 
sum  of  forty-five  thousand  dollars  for  harbors  in  that 
State.  This  is  a  narrow,  illiberal  policy,  unjust  to  the 
enterprising  citizens  who  hsve  emigrated  from  the  Bast- 
ern  States  to  settle  and  improve  the  public  domain,  and 
ahworthy  the  character  of  a  great  and  powerful  empire. 

The  pioneers  of  the  West  may  be  regarded  as  the  for- 
lorn hope  in  the  march  of  improvement.  Their  lot  is  a  life 
of  hardship,  privation,  and  enduring  toil,  exposed  alike 
to  the  dangers  of  savsge  warfare  and  the  wasting  dis- 
eases incident  to  all  new  settlements.  They  leyel  the 
forest,  reclaim  the  swamps,  clear  up  and  fence  their 
farms,  subdue  and  fit  the  soil  for  cultivation.  They  en- 
large the  bounds  of  civilization.  They  may  be  said  to 
live  not  for  themselves,  but  for  their  children — for  the 
good  of  their  country.  Every  consideration  of  justice, 
humanity,  and  patriotism,  call  upon  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  extend  to  those  hardy,  brave,  enterpri- 
sing citizens,  who  first  occupy  the  public  Unds,  and  con- 
vert a  howling  wilderness  into  fruitful  fields,  to  the  foa- 
termg^  care  and  protection  of  the  Government.  Open  to 
them  the  facilities  of  trade  with  thccommercial  cities  on 
the  seaboard.  Enable  them  to  send  the  products  of  their 
labor  to  market,  where  they  may  receive  in  exchange 
the  commodities  of  the  Southern  States,  the  manufac- 
tures of  New  England,  the  teas  of  Chins,  and  the  spices 
of  India,  at  such  reasonable  cost  that  they  may  not  be 
entirely  deprived  of  the  luxuries  of  life  common  to  all 
who  inhabit  the  old  States  of  the  Union. 

The  expense  of  transportation  from  Buffalo  to  Chica- 
go, Milwaukee,  or  Michigan  city,  during  the  Rummer 
months,  is  about  one  dollar  per  bai*rel  bulk;  later  in  the 
season,  when  the  weather  becomes  tempestuous,  and  the 
dangers  of  navigation  increase,  the  price  of  freight  ad- 
vances to  four  or  five  dollars  per  bsrrel  bulk.  Which,  of 
course,  becomes  a  charge  upon  the  consumer.  This 
cAormous  charge  falls  upon  those  least  able  to  bear  it;  it 
falls  upon  the  settlers  on  your  public  lands.  The  charge 
for  freight  would  be  nearly  uniform,  at  all  seasons  of 
navigation,  provided  the  harbors  on  Lake  Michigan 
were  made  accessible  to  shipping,  and  secure  against 
storms.  This  would,  also,  reduce  the  rates  of  insu- 
rance, which  become,  of  necessity,  a  tax  upon  the  people 
of  the  West. 

It  has  long  been  the  settled  policy  of  Great  Britain  to 
extend  her  commerce  whenever  it  can  be  done  with 
profit.  End  to  gain  a  foothold  by  occupying  the  ground 
in  advance.  With  the  manifest  and  avowed  design  of 
securing  a  portion  of  the  trade  of  the  rich  agricultural 
Statisa  bordering  on  the  lakes,  (he  Parliament  of  Upper 


Canada  have  assumed  the  stock  of  the  Welland  canal,  so 
that  it  has  become  a  provincial  work.  It  is  said,  upon 
good  authority,  that  the  Welland  canal  and  locks  are  to 
be  enlarged,  so  as  to  admit  the  passage  of  vessels  of  the 
largest  capacity  that  navigate  the  lakes.  The  British 
Government  is  making  extraordinary  exertions  to  open 
a  navigation  for  ships  around  the  rapids  of  the  St.  Law^ 
re  nee,  and  the  work  is  now  in  progress.  This  impor* 
tant  work,  which  is  to  be  constructed  upon  a  magnificent 
scale,  it  is  expected,  will  be  finished  in  two  or  three 
years,  when  an  uninterrupted  comhiunication  will  exist 
between  the  ocean  and  the  Western  lakes  for  ships  and 
stealhboats  of  three  hundred  tons  burden.  It  requires 
no  ^ift  of  prophecy  to  foretell,  what  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
declare  as  my  firm  belief,  that  many  gentlemen  preseni 
will  have  the  gratification  to  see  British  vessels  discharg- 
ing their  cargoes  at  Oswego,  Sodus  Bay,  Toledo,  De« 
troit,  and  Chicagfo,  which  were  freighted  with  merchan- 
dise at  the  docks  of  London  or  Liverpool. 

It  is  stated  in  the  journals  of  the  dsy  that  the  Par]ia« 
meot  of  Upper  Canada  have  appropriated  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars  fur  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Niagara  to  Detroit,  which  will  form  a  connecting  link  in 
the  chain  of  railroads  chartered,  or  finished  and  in  ope* 
ration,  from  the  city  of  Boston,  through  Massachusetts, 
New  York,  Upper  Canada,  and  Michigan,  to  Lake  Mich.> 
igan,  and  extending  westward ly  from  Chicago  to  Gal&i 
na.  A  canal  is  also  projected  to  connect  Lake  Ontario 
with  Lake  Huron,  by  a  short  and  feasible  route  through 
Lake  Sincoe.  Such  are  the  vast  and  magnificent  plans 
of  Internal  improvement  adopted  by  the  only  Power  on 
earth  which  can,  from  its  local  position,  become  a  com- 
petitor of  our  maritime  cities  for  the  immense  trade  of 
the  fertile  and  productive  regions  bordering  on  the  lakes. 
It  touches  our  national  character  not  to  lie  outdone  by 
our  powerful  competitor  in  this  noble  field  of  commer- 
cial rivalry.  Let  not  the  golden  prize  be  seized  and 
borne  away  by  another,  in  consequence  of  a  spiritless 
and  parsimonious  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States. 

It  must  be  apparent  to  the  most  casual  observer  that 
Great  Britain  intends  to  avail  herself  for  the  present,  and 
secure  for  the  future,  the  advantages  of  her  position  in 
regard  to  the  trade  of  the  Canadas  and  the  adjacent 
States.  With  this  view,  the  British  Government  is 
strengthening  and  completing  its  system  of  fortificationa 
in  the  Canadas,  which  will  answer  the  double  purpose 
of  maintaining  the  supremacy  of  the  Crown,  by  overaw- 
ing the  disaffected  and  disloyal  among  his  Majesty's 
subjects  in  the  provinces,  and  of  eAcient  defence  against 
the  arms  of  the  United  States  in  the  event  of  war. 

It  is  a  maxim  in  political  economy,  that  a  redundant 
population  tends  to  weaken  the  State.  The  emigration 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  old  States  of  the  cobfederacy  to 
the  States  and  Territories  stretching  along  and  beyond 
the  chain  of  Western  lakes  will  long  preserve  t|)at  me- 
dium density  of  population  so  congenial  to  a  happy  and 
prosperous  condition  of  society.  It  was  a  ssying  of  th.n 
Emperor  Adrian,  "  He  had  rather  see  the  empire  full 
of  people  than  riches."  Let  the  surplus  population  of 
the  Eastern  and  Middle  States  pour  forth  into  the  valley 
^f  the  Ohio  and. the  Mississippi,  the  prairies  of  Michigan 
and  Illinois,  and  the  mineral  region  of  Wisconsin,  where 
the  labor  of  the  agricuUuriat  must  reap  a  rich  reward, 
and  well.directed  enterprise  cannot  fail  to  prosper.  In 
reference,  therefore  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  Union, 
no  impediment  should  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  public 
improvements  which  have  a  tendency  to  encourage  emi- 
gration, and  keep  down  the  increase  of  population  with* 
in  tlie  old  States  to  proper  limits. 

In  the  further  improvement  of  harbors  on  the  lakes, 
it  is  desirable  that  a  system  should  be  pursued  having 
due  regajrd  to  the  commercial  facilities  which  will  b« 
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most  needed  by  the  country  as  it  advances  in  wealth  and 
population.  AVith  these  important  objects  in  view, 
Lakes  Huron  and  Michigan  ougrht  to  be  surveyed  by  en- 
gineers, who  should  be  required  to  report  all  the  statis- 
tical and  topographical  information  they  might  be  able 
to  collect  to  Congress;  accompanied  with  a  general  plan 
for  the  improvement  of  such  harbors  as  will  best  serve 
to  diminish  the  dangers  of  navigation  and  meet  the  de- 
mands of  increasing  trade.  This  would  bring  the  prom- 
inent points  into  view,  and  throw  open  to  the  public  the 
natural  avenues  fur  internal  commerce.  It  would,  more- 
over, shut  the  door  against  those  applications  to  ConsTess 
for  appropriations  which  originate  in  a  spirit  of  specula- 
tion, with  interested  individuals,  who  seek  private  gains 
at  the  expense  of  the  public.  It  seems  to  be  generally 
admitted  that  those  points  on  the  lakes  where  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  naturally  centres,  at  the  mouths  of 
navigable  streams,  at  the  terminations  of  canals  and  rail- 
roads, do  require  accessible,  convenient,  and  safe  har- 
bors; wherever  such  do  not  exist,  it  is  believed  to  be  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  provide  the  means  for  their  con- 
struction.^ 

Compare  (he  expenditures  of  the  General  Government 
for  objects  of  admitted  national  utility,  in  the  new  States, 
with  the  munificent  appropriations  for  our  maritime  cit- 
ies; for  the  improvement  and  defenee  of  the  seaboard,  and 
the  protection  of  our  foreign  commerce,  wherever  a  sail 
whitens  the  ocean.  Look  at  your  marble  palaces  for 
custom-houses,  rivalling  in  architectural  beauty  and  gran- 
deur the  splendid  edifices  of  Greece  and  Rome;  look  at 
your  granite  dry  docks  at  Boston  and  Norfolk;  look  at 
the  impregnable  defences  of  your  seaports;  look  at  your 
line  of  battle  ships  under  cover  in  your  navy  yards,  all 
constructed >t  the  expense  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States;  look  at  your  Delaware  breakwater,  which  has  al- 
ready cost  the  Government  oveV  fifteen  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  is  only  half  completed — then  turn  your 
eyes  to  tl^e  Western  lakes,  and  behold  the  unprotected 
condition  of  your  internal  commerce;  witness  the  anniial 
sacrifice  of  tlie  lives  of  American  citizens  in  navigating 
those  .dangerous  seasj  the  vast  destruction  of  property 
in  gales  and  storms,  owing  almost  entirely  to  the  want 
of  accessible  and  safe  harbors  for  shipping.  Who  can 
fail  to  perceive,  at  a  glance,  the  g^eat  inequality  which 
prevails  in  the  distribution  of  the  favors  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  marked  injustice  of  Congress  towards  the  neg- 
lected public  interests  of  the  West'  I'his  unequal  state 
of  things  should  no  longer  exist — ^a  speedy  remedy  ought 
to.be  provided.  The  people  of  the  West  have  the  right 
to  demand  that  equal  «nd  exact  justice  should  be  done 
alike  to  all  portions  of  the  Union  presenting  substantial 
claims  for  the  consideration  of  Congress.  They  desire 
nothing  more.  In  the  present  condition  of  our  finances, 
with  a  Treasury  overflowing,  all  the  various  branches  of 
the  public  service  may  be  abundantly  provided  for,  and 
the  leading  interests  of  the  country  protected,  Mhich 
fall  within  the  constitutional  powers  of  Congress,  with- 
out imposing  the  slightest  additional  burden  upon  the 
people. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  could  not  conclude  without  expressing 
his  acknowledgments  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  for  raising  the  appropriation  for  (he  improvement 
of  Big  Sodus  bay,  at  his  own  request,  from  five  thousa;id 
dollars,  as  contained  in  the  original  bill,  to  twelve  thou- 
sand. The  necessity  of  the  increase  was  the  more  ur- 
gent, as  an  incorporsted  company  was  npw  engaged  in 
the  construction  of  a  canal,  of  large  dimensions,  to  con- 
nect Sodus  bay  with  the  Erie  canal  and  Cayuga  lake. 
When  the  bar  at  the  entrance  of  this  harbor,  between 
the  piers,  shall  be  removed  to  a  sufficient  depth,  it  will 
become  one  vf  the  best  harbors  for  shipping  on  Lake 
Ontario.  The  harbor  is  spacious;  the  water  within  the 
bar  is  of  sufficient  depth  for  a  ship  of  the  line;  the  an- 


chorage is  good;  it  possesses,  moreover,  the  important 
advantage  of  being  a  convenient  refuge  for  vessels  in 
severe  gales. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  £.  WHITTLESEY. 
MERCER,  SMITH,  SUTHERLAND,  and  G.  LEE, 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  HARD  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
'*  $50,000"  in  the  appropriation  for  the  continuation  of 
the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Oak 
Orchard  creek,  New  York,  and  inserting  $10,000. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  HARD,  the  ameudinent 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting 
an  appropriation  of  $6,963,  io  addition  to  former  appro- 
priations, for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  New 
Brunswick,  New  Jersey. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  increasing 
the  appropriation  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  Ocra- 
cock  inlet.  North  Carolina,  from  $12,050  to  $13,085. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  McKAY  and 
SMITH, 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  WHITE  offered  an  amendment  providing  for  the 
establishment  of  a  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth  of  Laurel 
river,  and  an  appropriation  of  $45,000  for^he  improve- 
ment of  the  Cumberland  river,  between  the  mouth  of 
Laurel  river  and  the  city  of  Nashville,  to  be  expended 
according  to  the  report  made  by  Colonel  Abert,  of  the 
engineer  corps,  of  a  survey  executed  in  the  year  1835. 

Mr,  W.  said,  with  all  due  respect  to  the  admonition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Writtlssxt,]  and  the 
gentleman  from  New  Yoik,  [Mr.  Lex,]  warning  the 
committee  of  the  impropriety  and  great  danger  of  allow- 
ing any  amendment  whatever  to  this  bill,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  offer  the  amendment  under  consideration.  And 
he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  he  could  not  but  admire 
the  extreme  modesty  and  generous  liberality  of  the  ear- 
nest appeals  of  those  two  gentlemen,  when  he  reflected 
upon  the  various  items  contained  in  this  bill.  The  com- 
mittee will  discover,  by  an  examination  of  (he  different 
appropriations  proposed  in  this  bill,  that,  although  there 
are  twenty.aix  States  in  this  Union,  each  entitled  to  a 
fair  and  just  proportion  of  the  public  expenditures  of 
this  Government,  two  thirds  of  the  amount  appropriated 
by  this  bill  is  to  be  expended  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and 
New  York{  and  out  of  the  remaining  third,  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky  are  to  receive  the  pitiful  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars.  And  yet,  notwithstanding  this  mani- 
fest inequality  and  injustice,  the  representatives  from 
those  two  States  are  modestly  asked  to  sit  still,  and  fold 
their  arms,  and  quietly  look  on  and  see  tbemse  Ives  rob* 
bed,  without  raising  a  voice  in  defence  of  their  just 
claim  for  a  small  pittance  out  of  your  ovei  flowing  Treas- 
ury, or  daring  to  express  their  indignation  at  your  fla- 
grant injustice.  Sir,  this  siren  song  of  submission  and 
forbearance  towards  this  bill,  as  it  now  exists,  lest 
you  may  jeopard  its  final  passage,  may  lull  others  to 
sleep,  whilht  you  carry  on  your  insatiable  plunder  upon* 
the  national  Treasury,  in  which  my  constituents  hold  a 
common  stock.  Uut,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  if  I  cannot  reach 
your  sense,  of  justice  and  equity,  1  intend  fearlessly  to 
expose  your  injustice.  It  is  objected  bj  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Whittlisxt,]  that  this  amendment 
ought  not  to  be  adopted,  because  the  appropriation  has 
not  been  reported  by  a  standing  committee.  My  reply 
to  this  objection  is  this:  unfortunately  for  the  States  of 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  either  from  a  want  of  intelUct 
in  their  members,  or  from  a  want  of  sagacity  in  the  pre- 
siding officer  of  this  House  to  discover  it,  or  from  some 
other  cause,  not  polilicy  just  at  this  time,  for  roe  to  spec- 
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ulate  upon,  it  so  btppens,  out  of  the  eighteen  members 
who  compose  the  standing  Committees  of  Commerce 
and  Ways  and  Means,  whose  duty  it  is  to  examine  and 
report  upon  propositions  of  this  kind,  not  one  of  them  is 
from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  but  one  from  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  and  he  constitutionally  opposed  to  all  ap- 
propriations by  the  National  Government  for  interna]  Im- 
provements. I  do  not  mention  this  as  a  complaint  of 
personal  neglect.  Being  one  of  the  youngest  members 
upon  this  floor,  in  years  as  well  as  political  life,  I  did 
not  expect  or  desire  to  be  placed  upon  one  of  those  im- 
portant committees.  Tet  I  do  consider  that  great  neg- 
lect has  been  done  towards  those  two  States,  in  not  pla- 
cing some  one  of  their  older  members  upon  one  of  these 
committees,  through  who^  hands  three  fourths  of  the 
business  of  tliis  House  has  to  pass,  Mr.  W.  would  ask 
this  committee  to  consider  that  it  i^  not  from  any  want  of 
intrinsic  merit  in  the  measure  proposed  by  this  amend- 
ment that  it  does  not  come  recommended  by  a  standing 
committee,  but  from  a  want  of  deliberate  inve<;tigation 
and  just  consideration  of  those  committees  to  whom  this 
subject  was  referred  the  session  before  the  last,  and  like- 
wise this,  by  express  resolution. 

Sir,  if  this  conomittee  will  take  the  trouble  to  cast  their 
eyes  over  a  list  of  the  members  composing  those  two 
committees,  they  will  perceive  that  sixteen  out  of  the 
eighteen  are  selected  from  the  Atlantic  States,  and  but 
two  west  of  the  Alleghanies:  one  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cob- 
wiif,]  and  one  from  T.ouisiana,  [Mr.  Josirsoir,]  both  of 
which  States  are  amply  provided  for  in  this  bill.  Sir,  it 
is  an  old  and  true  saying,  that  <<  charity  begins  at  home;*' 
and  with  their  two  committees,  in  the  manufacture  of 
this  bill,  it  has  remained  at  home.  If  it  has  passed  with- 
out the  limits  of  the  various  States  in  which  the  different 
members  of  the  committees  reside  at  all,  its  visits  are 
like  angels',  few  and  far  between.  Whilst  every  stream 
of  any  importance  emptying  into  the  Atlantic,  and  eve- 
ry creek  and  branch  running  from  the  States  of  Ohio 
and  New  York  into  the  Northern  lakes,  is  to  be  orna- 
mented with  a  splendid  and  magnificent  harbor,  large 
and  valu^ible  streams  in  the  interior  States  are  wholly 
forgotten  and  neglevted. 

Mr.  W.  said  that  this  amendment  was  not  offered  by 
him  as  a  mere  matter  of  form,  to  make  a  display  of  his 
name  upon  the  journal,  expecting  it  tn  be  voted  down 
as  a  matter  of  course.  No,  sir;  it  is  offered  as  a  matter 
of  substance  and  of  just  merit;  and  if  he  should  succeed 
(as  he  felt  confident  he  should,  if  he  could  retain  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee)  in  convincing  this  committee 
that  tliis  proposition  would  bear  a  rigid  scrutiny,  and  a 
triumphant  comparison,  tested  by  merit,  with  any  object 
contained  among  the  almost  innumerable  items  of  this 
bill,  he  expected  it  to  receive  the  favorable  action  of 
tliis  committee,  although  it  did  not  come  before  you  rec- 
ommended by  the  standing  Committee  of  Commerce  or 
Ways  and  Means.  If  he  should  fail  in  maintaining  its 
intrinsic  merit  in  comparison  with  other  objects,  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  acquiesce  in  a  vote  of  rejection. 

Mr.  W.  said  that,  as  the  committee  had  not,  during 
this  session,  had  the  benefit  of  a  report  from  any  stand- 
ing committee  upon  this  subject,  and  as  there  seems  to 
be  a  lamentable  ignorance  in  relatidn  to  the  size  and  im- 
portance of  this  stream,  he  would  briefly  state,  for  the 
information  of  the  committee,  tlut,  in  the  year  1835, 
there  was  a  survey  made  of  this  river  by  one  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  engineer.«,  under  a  resolution  passed  by  this 
House,  the  report  of  which  survey,  made  by  Colonel 
Abert,  of  the  engineer  corps,  he  now  bad  before  him — 
a  report  drawn  with  great  labor,  highly  creditable  to  the 
intellect  of  its  author;  minutely  describing  the  length 
and  size  of  the  river — its  advantages  for  navigation — its 
obstructions— the  character  of  soil  in  tl^e  counties  con- 
tiguous to  its  banks — the  various  minerals  as  well  as 
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agricultural  products.  He  said  he  would  not  weary  the 
committee  by  reading  the  report;  but  if  any  gentleman 
doubts  the  importance  of  this  river,  anddesires  informa- 
tion, he  will  discover,  by  an  examination  of  this  report, 
made  by  one  of  the  first  officers  in  the  service  of  the 
Government,  that  the  Cumberland  river,  from  its  source 
to  its  mouth,  is  five  hundred  miles  in  length,  (longer 
than  any  river  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  that 
empties  into  the  Atlantic  east  of  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tains,) running  through  bodies  of  land  for  the  distance 
of  three  hundred  miles  that  will  bear  a  successful  com- 
parison for  fertility  and  variety  of  products  with  any  part 
of  the  globe — abounding  in  minerals  of  almost  every  de- 
scription— coal  banks  inexhaustible  immediately  upon  its 
margin — salt  manufactured  to  the  amount  of  a  half  mil- 
lion of  bushels  annually  at  the  various  works,  the  most 
distant  not  exceeding  thirty  miles  from  the  river,  which 
quant'^ty  could  be  greatly  increased  if  an  additional  mar- 
ket were  opened  by  the  improvement  proposed;  a 
stream  admirably  adapted  by  nature  for  navigation,  with 
but  few  natural  obstructions.  The  sum  asked  to  be 
appropriated  by  this  amendment  is  estimated  by  the  en- 
gineer who  executed  the  survey  as  being  sufficient  to 
remove  the  obstructions  between  the  mouth  of  Laurel 
and  Nashville,  a  distance  of  near  two  hundred  miles.  This 
reports  recommends  in  the  strongest  termi  the  great 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  this  stream,  at  so  little  cost  to  the  Govern- 
ment., 

This  subject,  together  with  this  report,  has  been  re- 
ferred to  some  standing  committee  of  this  House  each 
successive  session  since  the  execution  of  this  survey,  and 
has  uniformly  received  the  favorable  action  of  some  com- 
mittee of  this  House  each  session  preceding  the  present; 
but,  from  press  of  business  or  some  other  cause,  the 
passage  of  the  appropriation  for  this  object  has  always 
failed.  Before  the  survey  alluded  to  was  made,  during 
the  session  of  1833-*4,  a  bill  passed  appropriating  thirty 
thousand  dollars  to  the  improvement  of  the  Cumberland 
river  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee;  but,  unfortunately  for 
the  people  who  reside  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  aBove 
Nashville,  the  expenditure  of  that  appropriation  was 
confined  exclusively  to  that  portion" of  the  river  lying  be- 
low Nashville.  By  a  rigid  and  most  singular  construtS- 
tion  of  the  constitution,  so  much  of  that  appropriation  as 
was  intended  by  Congress  to  benefit  his  constituents,  at 
well  as  the  entire  population  occupying  the  country 
above  Nashville,  fell  a  victim  to  the  executive  veto, 
based  upon  a  newly  discovered  idea  that  no  appropria- 
tion by  the  General  Government  could  be  constitution- 
ally applied  above  a  port  of  entry.  "He  said  he  wished 
it  distinctly  understood  by  the  committee  he  did  not  read 
the  constitution  in  this  way;  he  wished  no  such  inference 
drawn  from  his  having  associated  the  erection  of  a  port 
of  entry  with  the  appropriation  asked  in  his  amendment. 
Ife  did  not  believe  that  any  act  passed  by  Congress  could 
either  enlarge  or  diminish,  add  to  or  take  from  the  con- 
stitution; but  the  Chief  Magistrate,  whose  sanction  has 
to  be  given  to  this  bill  before  it  becomes  a  law,  does; 
and  in  order  to  obviate  his  objection,  and  secure  the  sig- 
nature of  the  President  to  this  bill,  he  had  inserted  a 
clause  in  the  amendment  providing  for  the  establishment 
of  a  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth  of  Laurel  river,  the  high- 
est point  upon  the  Cumberland  river  proposed  to  be  im- 
proved. This  is  his  apology  to  the  committee  for  pre- 
senting this  singular  anomaly,  this  strange  association  of 
the  creation  of  a  port  of  entry  with  an  appropriation  for 
the  improvement  of  a  river.  Notwithstanding  the  two 
subjects  are  somewhat  incongruous,  yet  the  necessity  of 
the  case  demands  that  the  incongruity  should  be  over- 
looked. For  his  own  part,  he  did  hot  intend  to  stickle 
about  a  nice  point  of  order  in  voting  for  this  amend- 
ment, nor  should  the  committee,  under  the  peculiar  cir- 
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cumstances  of  this  case.  Ills  constituents  are  by  no 
mesns  a  fastidious  people;  they  want  this  appropriation, 
they  greatly  need  it,  their  prosperity  much  depends 
upon  it;  if  they  cannot  g'et  it  in  the  ordinary  way,  they 
are  willing  to  resort  to  the  extraordinary;  if  they  are 
without  the  limits  of  the  constitution,  and  cannot  gain 
admittance  through  any  other  channel  than  a  port  of  en- 
iry,  they  are  willing  to  enter  in  at  that  door.  They  re- 
gretted, to  be  sure,  to  learn  that  while  the  constitution 
was  construed  so  as  to  embrace  within  its  arms  States 
all  around,  and  even  a  portion  of  their  own  State,  they 
should  have  been  declared  without  its  pale.  They  re- 
joice, however,  there  is  a  way  opened  for  them  to  come 
jn{  and,  Hlthough  it  seems  to  them  a  crooked  way,  they 
are  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  offering.  Being 
convinced  that  every  member  of  this  committee  was  sat- 
isfied of  the  importance  of  this  river,  and  the  justice  of 
this  appropriation,  he  ^oped  that  neither  a  striet  con- 
struction of  a  point  of  order,  nor  the  objection  growing 
out  of  a  want  of  recommendation  from  the  standing  com- 
mittees, will  close  this  only  remaining  avenue  left  his 
constituents  to  get  back  again  under  the  protecting  arm 
of  the  constitution. 

He  said  he  was  frank  to  acknowledge  that,  in  making 
u|»  his  mind  upon  any  proposition  brought  before  this 
House,  a  favorable  recommendation  from  a  standing 
committee  bild  a  considerable  influence  in  forming  his 
judgment.  Yet  he  was  not  willing  to  yield  a  passive 
obedience  to  the  report  of  a  standing  committee,  and 
vote  for  or  sgainst  a  measure  in  accordance  with  their 
recommendations.  He  cared  not  how  he  acquired  the 
facts;  if  he  considered  the  measure  right,  and  deserving, 
by.  its  merit,  his  favorable  consideration,  he  gave  it  his 
vote,  even  if  it  should  not  be  endorsed  by  a  standing 
committee. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  this  committee  that  he  had, 
tn  more  than  one  instance  in  the  last  two  days,  pursued 
this  course.  Upon  the  proposition  to  appropriate  twenty 
thousand  dollars  to  the  repair  of  a  fortification  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Connecticut  river^  although  offered  as  an 
amendment,  without  the  recommendation  of  a  standing 
committee,  he  gave  this  amendment  his  sanction,  be- 
cause he  deemed  it  needful.  At  the  same  time,  he  was 
not  partial  to  a  general  system  of  fortifications  as  a  means 
of  defence.  He  did  not  regard  them  as  the  most  impor- 
tant branch  of  the  great  system  of  national  defence.  A 
few  were  absolutely  necessary  for  the  protection  of  large 
cities,  situated  upon  the  coast;  to  secure  the  entrance  of 
large  harbors;  to  guard  the  mouths  of  large  rivers.  But 
in  a  country  like  (bis,  after  all,  the  main  reliance  for  de- 
fence is  upon  the  patriotism  and  valor  of  the  citizens, 
and  the  facilities  afforded  by  good  roads,  canals,  and 
navigable  rivers,  for  the  rapid  concentration  of  men  and, 
supplies  to  any  and  every  point  of  our  extensive  frontier. 
In  time  of  peace,  fortifications  were  expensive,  requiring 
a  standing  army  to  keep  them  in  repair,  and  preserve 
them  from  ruin.  Not  so  with  navigable  rivers,  canals, 
and  roads.  They  were  alike  useful  in  peace  and  war; 
affording  important  facilities  and  benefits  to  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  commerce. 

He  wished  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce [Mr.  Sutherland]  to  bear  in  mind  that  he  voted 
against  the  proposition  to  strike  out  of  the  navy  bill  the 
appropriation  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  neces- 
sary to  complete  and  launch  the  magnificent  ship  of  the 
line  Pennsylvania.  He  called  the  recollection  of  the 
gentlemen  from  the  North  to  the  fact  of  his  havinj^  voted, 
only  a  few  days  since,  for  four  hundred  thousand  dollurs 
to  build  four  sloops  of  war,  although  oflTered  by  way  of 
amendment',  and  not  recommended  by  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs.  He  would  say  a  few  words  in  relation 
to  the  claims  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  upon  the  jus- 
tice of  the  General  Goverooient,  and  the  neglect  with 


which  they  had  been  treated,  and  he  was  done.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  the  two 
States  interested  in  this  amendment,  pay  annually  a  large 
amount  in  taxes  upon  consumption  into/your  Treasury; 
that  they  are  altogether  consuming  States,  and  import 
nothing;  that  they  have  not  a  ship  afloat  upon  the  ocean, 
and  derive  not  one  cent  of  direct  benefit  from  all  your 
foreign  commerce,  for  the  protection  of  which  you  spend 
millions  annually;  and  although  there  may  be  seventeen 
millions  of  revenue  collected  yearly  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  as  has  been  boastingly  displayed  before  this  com- 
mittee  by  the  member  from  that  city,  [Mr.  Lie,]  and 
zealously  urged  as  an  argument  why  New  York  was 
justly  entitled  to  more  than  an  ordinary  share  of  the  dis- 
bursements of  the  public  money,  yet  the  merest  sciolist 
in  political  economy  knows  that  these  duties  sre  alwaya 
paid  (and  that  too  with  heavy  interest)  by  the  consu- 
mers. Sir,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  have  been  mem- 
bers of  this  confederacy  near  a  half  century:  during 
which  time  how  many  millions  have  they  contributed  to 
your  Treasury,  and  how  many  hundreds  have  they  re- 
ceived back  again?  How  many  cents  have  returned  to 
Kentucky }  Not  one  cent.  Tennessee,  I  believe,  has  re- 
ceived forty-five  thousand  dollars  since  she  was  acknowl- 
edge as  a  State.  It  will  not  be  contended  that  there 
are  any  two  States  in  this  Union  more  loyal,  more  de- 
voted to  the  true  principles  of  this  republic.  None  are 
more  prompt  to  vindicate  and  contend  for  the  rights 
and  honor  of  this  nation.  None  are  more  ready  to  take 
up  the  line  of  march  to  meet  foreign  aggression,  no  mat- 
ter upon  what  border  of  this  widely  extended  country 
it  may  approach.  This  Government  has  never  yet  drawn 
a  bill  upon  their  patriotism  that  has  not  been  promptly 
discounted,  nor  upon  their  valor  that  has  not  been  most 
nobly  redeemed. 

He  would  not  detain  the  committee  by  reciting  the 
many  splendid  victories  achieved  by  their  daring  cour- 
age during  the  late  war;  their  noble  deeds  are  matters 
of  history;  their  fame  is  above  the  reach  of  eulogy  or  de- 
traction. No,  sir.  He  said,  he  repeated,  neglect,  injury 
itself,  could  not  alienate  the  affections  of  the  people  of 
these  two  States  from  this  Union.  They  have  long  and 
patiently  borne  both.  Under  all  political  changes  their 
attachment  has  remained  unimpaired.  You  may  check 
and  embarrass  their  progress  in  wealth,  as  you  have 
done;  you  may  impoverish  them  by  your  mistaken  pol- 
icy, or,  to  speak  in  plain  and  honest  language,  by  your 
unpardonable  neglect  and  wilful  injiiatice;  yet  you  can- 
not weaken  their  attachment  to  this  Government;  they 
will  continue  to  cling  to  the  Union,  <*  as  their  best,  their 
greatest,  and  last  hope."  Yet  he  demanded  of  the  can- 
dor of  this  committee  if  they  ought  not,  whilst  they  were 
scattering  millions  upon  millions  of  the  surplus  treasure 
upon  the  seaboard  and  upon  the  lakes,  to  return  upon 
meritorious  and  useful  objects  of  appropriation  a  small 
division  of  the  perpetual  drain  from  those  two  States 
into  the  National  Treasury.  He  said  it  was  not  his  habit 
to  indulge  in  complaints,  but  he  must  repeat  he  felt  that 
these  States,  and  especially  Kentucky,  liad  been  treated 
by  this  Government  with  cold  neglect,  with  crying  in- 
justice. He  said  be  did  not  stand  here  asking  charity  at 
the  bar  of  this  House;  he  scorned  the  character  of  a 
beggar;  he  was  no  mendicant  for  bounty,  no  petitioner 
for  alms;  his  constituents  would  spurn  him  from  their 
presence,  when  he  returned  home,  if  he  would  dare  fill 
such  a  character  upon  this  floor,  fie  stood  here  as  one 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  this  nation;  and, 
in  the  name  of  his  constituents,  he  asked  for  justice, 
nothing  but  sheer  justice.  He  called  upon  gentlemen 
from  the  North  and  from  the  East  to  bear  in  mind  that, 
during  the  last  session,  as  likewise  this,  he  h»d  voted 
for  the  appropriation  of  millions  for  the  increase  of  the 
navy,  for  the  erection  of  fortifications,  for  the  building 
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of  light-housfs;  and  now  the  smtll  pittance  of  forty-five 
tbouaand  dollars  is  asked,  as  the  only  appropriation  for 
all  purposes  to  two  States,  ifnd  the  murimiring:  sound  of 
opposition  is  heard  from  the  North — frbm  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Lkb,]  from  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Smith;]  and  from  the  West — from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Wbittleset.]  ^*Ettu  Bruit.'* 
Sir,  he  said,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  must  permit  him 
to  say,  last  of  all  did  he  expect  opposition  from  that  quar- 
ter— the  representative  of  a  Western,  adjoining  State, 
whose  lake  borders  sre  now  whitened  by  the  bones  of 
Kentuckians  who  perished  gallantly  defending  the  wives 
and  children  of  (he  gentleman's  constituents  from  the 
savage  cruelty  of  the  Indian.  He  had  occupied  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  much  longer  than  he  intended 
when  he  rose.  He  knew  the  great  mass  of  unfinished 
business  on  hand,  and  but  a  very  few  days  remained  to  dis- 
pose of  it{  but,  before  he  took  his  seat,  he  would  say, 
by  way  of  assurance  to  those  who  felt  a  deep  interest  in 
the  success  of  this  bill,  and  as  a  guarantee  of  his  sincerity 
of  purpose  in  oiTering  this  amendment,  and  that  he  was 
actuated  by  no  sinister  design,  that,  whether  his  amend- 
ment was  sustained  or  not  by  the  committee,  he  would 
still  vote  for  the  bill.  He  wished  it  understood  that  the 
justice  and  liberality  of  a  Kentuckian  were  not  confined 
to  the  narrow  limits  of  a  congressional  district,  not  cir- 
cumscribed by  the  boundary  of  a  State,  but  commensu- 
rate with  the  just  wants  of  every  part  of  this  wide-spread 
Union* 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  E.  WHITTLESEY, 
WILLIAMS  of  Kentucky,  MERCER,  SMITH,  and 
CHAMBERS  of  Kentucky, 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to:  Yeas  67,  nays  59. 

Mr.  CARTER  moved  an  amendment  appropriating 
$50,000  for  the  continuation  of  the  Muscle  Shoals 
improvement,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  constituting 
Kingsport  a  port  of  entry. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  CARTER,  CAM- 
BRELEN6,  and  BELL, 

The  amendnient  was  rejected* 

Mr.  CASEY  offered  an  amendmeril  appropriating 
$25,000  to  the  improvement  of  the  Illinois  and  Great 
Wabash  rivers^  severally  i  and  to  establish  a  port  of  en-' 
try  at  some  point  thereon, 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  YELL  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  after 
the  119th  line  an  appropriation  of  $25,000  for  the  re- 
moval of  obstructions  in  the  Arkansas  river,  between 
Little  ^ock  and  Fort  Smith. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  YELL,  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  above  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  YELL  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  an  ap- 
propriation of  $30,000  for  the  removal  of  obstructions 
m  the  White  and  Black  rivers;  and  an  appropriation  of 
$10,000  for  a  similar  purpose  for  the  river  St.  Francis; 
which  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DAWSON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  an 
additional  section,  appropriating  $25,000  for  biroys,  bea- 
cons, &c.,  at  the  harbor  of  Brunswick,  Georgia;  making 
a  separate  collection  district  there,  and  constituting  the 
said  harbor  a  port  of  entry. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  DAWSON,  SUTH- 
ERLAND, PINCKNEY,  A.  MANN,  and  P.  J. 
PEARCE, 

Mr.  DAWSON  withdrew  his  amendment,  intending 
to  renew  it  when  the  light-house  bill  should  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  an  appropriation  of  $210,000,  in  addition 
to  former  appropriations,  fur  continuing  the  work  of  re- 
moving the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi ri/er  at  its  mouth. 

Mr.  J.  e:rpUined  the  reasons  why  an  appropriation  for 


this  object  had  not  been  embraced  in  the  bill.  At  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  the  sum  of  $150,000  was 
appropriated  in  this  bill  for  the  removal  of  these  ob- 
structions, to  be  expended  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  after  new  surveys  had  been  made.  The  Senate 
reduced  the  amount  to  $75,000.  The  matter  had  been 
neglected  for  some  time,  in  consequence,  he  supposed, 
of  the  departure  of  Secretary  Cass.  Mr.  J.  then  pro- 
ceeded to  state  that  these  surveys  had  since  been  made, 
that  they  were  presented  to  the  House  on  Saturday,  and 
were  now  in  the  hands  of  the  public  printer.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  not  had  it  in  their 
power  to  assemble  together  for  the  purpose  of  recom- 
mending the  appropriation;  but  he  was  justified  in  say- 
ing, from  the  cursory  view  they  had  had  of  the  docu- 
ments, that  it  met  their  approbation.  The  amount  stated 
in  the  amendment  was  that  which  had  been  recommend- 
ed by  Captain  Chase,  and  the  other  engineers  who  had 
been  associated  with  him  in  making  the  surveys.  Mr.  J. 
alluded  to  the  great  importance  of  the  removal  of  these 
obstructions  to  the  commercial  world.  The  obstructions 
were  becoming  daily  more  great,  and  ships  were  subject- 
ed to  much  detention  and  difficulty,  and  the  owners  of 
them,  consequently,  to  much  >los9. 

AHer  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  p.  J.  FBAKCE, 
GARLANp  of  Louisiana,  SMITH,  REED,  and  LAW- 
RENCE, 

The  question  j^as  taken,  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

,Mr.  HANNEGAN  oflTered  an  amendment  appropria- 
ting $50,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Great  Wabaah,  and  constituting  a  port  of  entry  at 
some  point  thereon. 

AHer  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  HANNEGAN  and 
MERCER,  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  GRAYSON  moved ^  an  amendment  appropriating 
$10,000  for  the  survey  of  certain  rivers  between  Charles- 
ton and  Savannah. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  GRAYSON,  OW- 
ENS, SUTHERLAND,  and  PINCKNEY,  the  amend- 
ment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
offered  an  amendment  extending  the  objects  of  the  ap- 
propriation of  $10,000,  contained  in  the  bill  for  remov- 
ing^e  wreck  in  the  harbor  of  New  Bedfordi  Massachu- 
setts.'   Agreed  to. 

Mr.  DENNY  offered  an  amendment  appropriating 
$3,000  for  placing  buoys  in  the  Ohio  river,  between 
Pittsburg  and  Louisville.     Rejected. 

Mr.  HARRISON,  of  Missouri,  offered  an  amendment 
appropriating  $2,000  for  the  continuation  of  the  survey 
of  the  St.  Francis  and  Black  and  White  rivers,  in  Ar- 
kansas and  Missouri,  &c. 

Mr.  YELL  said,  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee,  he  should  not  attempt  to  argue  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  improvements  he  proposed  in  his  amend- 
ments. The  one  for  the  Arkansas  river  above  iaittle 
Rock,  to  the  State  line,  was  a  subject  of  great  impor- 
tance, not  only  to  the  State  he  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, but  to  the  nation.  The  General  Government  had, 
by  her  treaties,  sent  to  the  west  of  Arkansas  some  75,000 
or  100,000  Indians,  who,  by  this  contract,  are  bound  to 
supply  them  for  five  years  with  every  article  of  bread- 
stuffs,  besides  every  agricultural  implement,  kc.  This 
river  was  the  only  means  by  which  the  treaty  conmadt 
is  to  be  complied  with;  and  in  the  present  state  of^the 
river  above  the  seat  of  Government  (Little  Rock)  it  can- 
not, with  any  certainty,  be  done. . 

It  is  due  to*tbe  State,  the  Indians,  the  garrisons  on 
our  frontier,  as  well  as  to  the  Government,  to  make  the 
appropriation  asked  for  in  the  amendment;  therefore. 
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the  Government  has  made  a  small  appropriation  for  the 
removal  of  obstructions  in  the  river  Arkansas  below  Lit- 
tle Rock,  which  has  rendered  the  navigation  to  the  seat 
of  Government  safer,  and  most  of  the  season  certain. 
Mr.  Y.  hoped  that  the  amendment  would  not  be  reject- 
ed beciiuse  it  was  not  reported  by  a  standing  committee; 
it  was  sufficient  for  him  that  the  Legislature  of  his  State 
had  forwarded  to  this  Congress  a  memorial  for  the  very 
purposes  indicated  in  the  amendment.  This  memorial 
is  now  in  another  branch  of  this  Congress,  which  might 
account  for  its  not  being  favored  with  a  recommenda- 
tion from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Y.  said  the  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of 
the  White,  Black,  and  St.  Francis  rivers  was  of  vast  im- 
portance to  the  northern  and  eastern  portions  of  the 
State.  He  regretted  extremely  the  disposition  of  the 
committee  to  reject  every  amendment  that  was  not  re- 
ported by  a  standing  committee}  for  himself,  he  be- 
lieved his  constituents  knew  as  much  or  more  of  the 
importance  of  this  appropriation  than  any  standing  com- 
mittee, and  they  had  demanded  it. 

Mr.  Y.  concluded  by  saying,  this  being  a  wcUer  meas- 
ure, he  had  but  little  hope  of  its  passage;  it  was  not  upon 
the  seaboard  nor  upon  the  lakes,  and  somehow  or  other 
it  found  no  favor  with  that  interest  in  this  House. 
Af\er  some  remarks  from  Mr.  HARRISON, 
The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  REED  offered  an  amendment  appropriating 
15,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  Larbor  of  Province- 
town,  Massachusetts. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  REED,  SMITH, 
and  CRAIG, 

The  amendment  uas  rejected. 

Mr.  MILLIGAN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  increas- 
ing the  amount  for  the  harbor  at  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
from  $8,000  to  $15,000.     Rejected. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
creasing the  amount  appropriated  fur  repairs  of  the 
harbor  of  Chester,  Pennsylvania,  from  $500  to  $2,000. 
After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  INGERSOLL,  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MARTIN  moved  an  amendment  appropriating 
$100,000  fop  the  improvement  of  the  Tennessee  river 
at  the  Muscle  and  Colbert  shoals,  in  the  State  of  Alaba- 
ma. AfVer  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  MARTIN  and. 
CHAPMAN,  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  Rejected. 

Mr.  Gil  OLSON  oflTered  an  amendment  appropriating 
$100,000  for  removing  the  obstructions  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Tombigbee  river,  and  constituting  the  town  of  Van 
Buren  a  port  of  entry;  also,  an  appropriation  of  $20,000 
for  similar  purposes  for  the  Yallabusha  river;  and  a  third 
appropriation  of  $20,000  for  another  similar  object. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  GHOLSON,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  and  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WISE  offered  an  amendment  appropriating  $1,000 
fur  the  placing  of  buoys  at  certain  points  on  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Virginia. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  WISE,  SMITH, 
CRARY,  E.  WHITTLESEY,  SUTHERLAND,  BELL, 
and  HARPER,  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  stri- 
king  out  the  following  item: 

«*  For  opening  a  passage  of  fifty  ysrdAkide  and  seven 
feet  deep,  at  low  water,  between  the  town  of  Beaufort 
and  Pamlico  Sound,  North  Carolina,  and  for  improving 
New  river,  in  addition  to  two  sums  of  five  thousand  dol- 
lars each,  appropriated  at  the  last  session  of  Congress 
for  the  harbor  at  Beaufort  and  for  New  river,  twenty 
thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  made  some  remarks  in  support 
of  his  motion,  ahd  had  not  concluded  when,  the  hour  of 
three  having  arrived, 
The  House  took  a  recess. 


Evsiriiro  Ssssioir. 
The  House  reassembled  at  half  past  four  o'clock,  when 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  concluded  his  remarks  on  the 
amendment  under  discussion  at  the  time  the  House  took 
a  recess,  which  was  to  strike  out  the  following  item: 

**  For  opening  a  passage  fifty  feet  wide  and  seven  feet 
deep,  at  low  water,  between  the  town  of  Beaufort  and 
Pamlico  Sound,  North  Carolina,  and  for  improving  New 
river,  in  addition  to  two  sums  of  $5,000  each,  appropria- 
ted at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  for  the  harbor  at 
Beaufort  and  for  New  river,  $20,000." 

Mr.  McKAY  and  Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  North  Carolina 
spoke  In  opposition  to  the  amendment,  and  in  justifica- 
tion of  the  propriety  of  the  Appropriation. 

Mr.  HARPER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  following  item: 

**  For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  fifteen  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  H.  briefly  supported  his  amendment,  and  advert* 
ed  to  the  fact  that  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia   bore    . 
themselves  the  expense  of  clearing  out  their  harbor,  and 
was'at  a  loss,  he  said,  to  see  why  Baltimore  should  be  so 
much  more  favored. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  and  Mr.  SMITH  briefly  replied 
to  Mr.  HARPER. 

Mr.  HOWARD  ^aid,  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  allowed  himself  to  reflect  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, he  must  have  perceived  that  he  was  the  last  man 
in  the  House  who  ought  to  have  made  this  motion.  Be- 
tween the  cities  which  they  respectively  represented 
there  had  long  been,  and  still  was,  an  active  commercial 
competition,  but  conducted  opon  liberal  and  fair  princi- 
ples. The  people  of  Baltimore  had  resorted  to  every 
expedient  to  extend  the  advantages  flowing  from  their 
geographical  position,  and  had  kept  their  harbor  open 
this  winter  by  means  of  an  ice  boat,  an  invention  of  their 
own;  and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  find 
that  his  people  were  so  deeply  impressed  with  the  ne^ 
cessity  of  counteracting  this  step,  that  they  were  about 
to  do  the  same  thing.  This  motion  would,  if  successful, 
very  much  cupplc  the  commerce  of  Baltimore;  and 
would  be  said,  by  those  less  charitable  than  be  (Mr. 
H.)  was,  to  proceed  from  a  narrow  jealousy,  which 
be  was  sure  neither  the  gentleman  nor  his  constit- 
uents felt.  But  unkind  persons  would  so  construe  it, 
and  he  begged  leave  to  state  that,  upon  this  subject,  the 
colleague  of  the  gentleman  [Mr.  SoTBZRLAirD]  had  in- 
troduced this  bill  at  the  last  session,  and  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered a  moje  appropriate  representative  of  the  feelii-ga 
of  Philadelphia  than  the  author  of  the  pending  motion. 

If  the  gentleman  would  exchange  his  magnificent  riv- 
er and  flowing  tides,  which  swept  so  nobly  along  In 
front  of  his  wharves,  for  the  land-locked  harbor  of  Bal- 
timore, he  might  be  welcome  to  this  appropriation. 
But  the  peculiar  position  of  Baltimore  had  attracted  the 
attention  of  Congress  sooner  than  any  other  harbor  in 
the  United  Slates;  for,  in  1791,  an  act  of  Congress  was 
passed  assenting  to  the  imposition  of  a  small  tax  upon 
tonnage,  for  the  express  purpose  of  keeping  the  harbor 
clear;  but  its  product  was  so  inconsiderable  that  the 
State  had  permitted  the  city  to  apply  a  valuable  fund  in 
aid  of  it,  amounting  to  twenty,  twenty-five  or  thirty 
thousand  dollars  a  year.  This  fund  had  been  tem- 
porarily withdrawn,  under  circumstances  which  had 
no  sort  of  connexion  with  the  question  before  the 
Houi>e.  It  was  sufficient  to  know  that  it  was  with- 
drawn; and  whilst  harbors,  great  and  small,  were  re- 
ceiving the  care  of  Government,  it  was  not  to  be 
supposed  that  a  port  of  such  nature  as  Baltimore 
could  be  overlooked.  There  were  many  other  consid- 
erations connected  with  the  subject,  but  the  tiqne  of  the 
House  ought  to  be  now  counted  by  minutes,  and  be  wouM 
therefore  consume  no  more  of  it. 
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The  motion  was  then  rejected,  without  «  division. 
Mr.  LYON  moTed  to  strike  out  *<  twenty  thousand," 
and  insert  **fif>y  thousand,'*  so  as  to  increase  the  appropri- 
ation for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Mobile  bay,  by 
deepening  the  channel  across  Dog  river  bar  and  Manlav 
pass. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  did  not  intend  1o  consume  the  time  of 
the  House  by  a  speech  at  the  present  stage  of  the  ses- 
sion, but  he  begged  to  make  a  brief  statement  of  facta 
in  support  of  the  motion  be  bad  submitted.  He  request- 
ed that  the  Clerk  might  read  a  memorial  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Mobile,  asking  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  improvement  of  the  Mobile  bay)  which  was 
done. 

It  would  be  seen,  epntinued  Mr.  L.,  from  the  document 
just  read,  that  the  value  of  the  exports  uf  cotton  alone, 
from  Mobile,  was  estimated  for  the  present  year  at 
twenty  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  number  ot  vessels 
that  discharge  and  receive  cargoes  at  not  less  than  five 
hundred.  All  vessels  drawing  over  ten  feet  of  water 
were  obliged  to  remain  below  Uog  river  bar,  at  anchor, 
in  the  bay,  a  distance  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  from  the 
city  of  Mobile,  and  had  to  discharge  their  cargoes  and 
receive  their  return  freights  with  the  aid  of  light- 
ers. The  obstruction  to  the  navigation  interposed  by 
Dog  riv^r  bar  subjected  persona  engaged  in  commer- 
cial pursuits  and  in  the  navigation  of  the  bay  to  much 
inconvenience,  delay,  and  expense.  A  very  intelligent 
officer  of  the  engineer  corps,  Captain  Chase,  had,  in 
his  report,  estimated  the  cost  of  deepening  the  channel 
acroaa  the  bar,  so  as  to  admit  vessels  drawing  twelve  feet 
of  water,  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars^  and 
bad  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  improvement,  when 
completed,  would  be  permanent.  Mr.  L.  begged  that 
the  report  from  the  engineer  department  might  be 
read  by  the  Clerk<  He  said  he  feared  the  small  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  proposed  in  the  bill,  would  not 
be  sufficient  to  make  all  the  necessary  preparations  for 
the  commencement  of  the  wall,  andleive  on  hand  a  sUm 
sufficient  to  enable  much  progress  to  be  made  in  deep- 
ening the  channel  across  the  bar.  The  improvement 
contemplated  was  one  of  much  consequence  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Alabama,  and  parts  of  Mississippi  and  Geor- 
gia i  and  he  hoped  he  was  not  asking  too  much  in  pro- 
posing to  appropriate,  at  the  present  time,  one  third  of 
the  estimated  cost  of  the  work.  With  an  appropriation 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  every  necessary  preparation 
could  be  at  once  made,  and  the  work  commenced  with 
a  prospecl  of  its  early  completion.  It  had  heretofore 
been  commenced,  but  the  amount  appropriated  had 
been  so  small  that  little  or  no  progress,  he  believed,  had 
been  made.  It  was,  no  doubt,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  the  inten- 
tion of  Congress  to  complete  an  improvement  already 
commenced,  and  known  to  be  essentially  important; 
and  he  hoped  his  proposition  to  increase  the  appropria- 
tion might  pftvail. 

Mr.  GHOLSONand  Mr.  SUTHERLAND  made  a  few 
remarks  in  support  of  the  amendment,  when  it  was 
agreed  to:  Yea8  64,  nays  61. 

Mr.  GRAVKS  then  moved  the  following  amendment, 
which  he  supported  by  a  statement  of  the  great  impor- 
tance of  this  work  to  the  commerce  of  the  whole  West- 
ern States,  twelve  of  which  were  dii^ectly  interested: 

<'  And  be  itfitrther  enacted,  That  all  the  tolls  that  have 
been,  and  shall  hereafter  be,  received  by  the  Govern- 
ment upon  the  stock  which  it  now  owns,  or  may  hereaf- 
ter acquire,  in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal,  be  ap- 
propriated by  the  Secfetary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  pur- 
chasing up  the  individual  stock  in  said  canal,  on  such 
terms  as  he  may  think  best*  and  that  when  all  the  stock 
in  the  said  canal  aball  be  thus  acquired  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  the  amount  hereby  ap- 
propriated shall  be  refunded  to  the  Government,  that 


tolls  thereon  shall  be  so  reduced  as  barely  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  superintending,  repairing,  and  enlarging,  of 
said  canal,  so  as  to  answer  the  purposes  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  river  Ohio. 

**And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  $225,000  be^  and  are 
hereby,  appropriated  for  purchasing  up  the  individual 
stock  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal;  and  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  autho- 
rized to  purchase  up  so  much  of  said  individual  stock  aa- 
he  can  procure  for  the  sum  hereby  appropriated:  /Vo- 
vUled,  Mwever,  That  he  shall  not  pay  a  greater  price 
than  fifteen  per  cent,  advance  upon  the  par  value  ef  said 
stock." 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  GRAVES,  CAM- 
BRELENG,  PEARCB  of  Rhode  Island,  and  FRENCH, 

Mr.  STORER  moved  a  proviso  that  a  aurvey  should 
be  first  made,  to  ascertain  whether  the  canal  was  sub- 
stantially built,  and  capable  of  passing  all  the  steamboats 
which  navigate  the  Western  waters;  which  was  disagreed 
to;  and  then 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  GRAVES  was  disagreed  to: 
Yeas  49,  nays  84. 

Mr.  CASEY  moved  an  amendment  for  a  survey  and 
estimate  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  the  Illinoia 
and  Kaskaskia  rivers,  $5,000.    Lost. 

Mr.  CRANE  moved  an  amendment  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  $20,000.    Lost. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  moved  the  follow- 
ing! 

"  For  a  continuation  of  the  survey  of  the  Mississippi 
seacoast,  from  the  Rigolets  to  Mobile  Point,  including 
the  mouths  of  Pearl  and  Pascagoula  rivers,  $3,000.*' 

Mr.  C.  said  that  be  would  not  detain  tlie  committee  at 
this  late  hour,  when  the  time  of  the  House  was  as  valu- 
able as  it  was  limited.  A  survey  of  this  interesting  sea- 
board had  already  been  ordered  upon  his  motion,  and 
he  now  moved  an  additional  appropriation  in  the  event 
of  the  former  proving  inadequate.  His  sole  object,  in 
brief,  was  to  direct  public  attention  to  that  part  of  the 
Slate  of  Mississippi,  a  section  heretofore  unknown  and 
little  appreciated,  but  which  in  every  point  of  view  de- 
served the  attention  of  Government.  He  had  on  a  for« 
mer  occasion,  when  the  House  had  ordered  a  reconnois- 
sance  of  the  coast,  expressed  his  views  at  length;  and  he 
would  now  merely  express  a  hope  that  the  report  of  the 
officer  detailed  for  the  service  would  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress  be  followed  up  by  liberal  appropriations  to 
improve  the  fine  harbors  between  the  Rigolets  and  Mo- 
bile point. 

The  bill  waa  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  the  committee  take 
up  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  including  the  appropri- 
ation to  pay  the  membera  themselves. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  take  up  the  Cumberland  road 
bill. 

The  former  motion,  taking  precedence,  was  put,  and 
agreed  to:  Yeas  99,  nays  59. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
this  bill. 

The  bill,  together  with  the  several  amendments  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
having  been  read — 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting: 

'*  Fur  the  salary  and  outfit  of  a  diplomatic  agent,  to  be 
forthwith  sent  to  the  independent  Government  of  Texas, 
thousand  dollars. 

**  For  the  expenses  of  running  a  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  independent  Government 
of  Texas, thousand  dollars;  such  line  to  be  run  by 
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commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  United  States  and 
the  republic  of  Texas." 

Mr.  T.  said  no  one  could  regret  nnore  than  he  did  the 
very  limited  time  that  is  allowed  for  this  discussion.  I,  sir, 
(said  Mr.  T.,)  am  in  no  way  responsible  for  it.  My  fault  has 
certainly  not  been  a  want  of  zeal  In  pressing  the  subject 
upon  Congress.  The  course  of  things  for  the  last  few 
weeks  has  been  eminently  illustrative  and  characteristic. 
The  whole  time  of  the  House  has  been  occupied  with 
matters  of  purely  a  personal  or  local  character — in  a  mis- 
erable scramble  fur  spoils,  in  which  all  parties  have 
equally  participated,  to  the  exclusion  of  every  thing  of 
general  importance.  The  question  now  before  the 
House  involves,  \n  some  sort,  the  destinies  of  a  young 
republic  just  rising  into  existence,  and  our  own  charac- 
ter for  justice,  consistency,  and  a  fearless  discharge  of 
our  duties.  It  is  peculiarly  fitting  that  we  should  intro- 
duce this  young  sister  into  the  great  family  of  nations. 
Why  has  it-  been  so  long  postponed^  Are  gentlemen 
afraid  of  the  argument?  Are  they  afraid  that  a  spon- 
taneous burst  of  popular  enthusiasm  will  force  them  to 
do  that  to  which  the  cold,  selfish,  and  sectional  feelings 
of  politicians  are  opposed? 

I  hope  (said  Mr.  T.)  to  show,  beyond  the  power  of 
refutation,  that  it  is  our  right  and  duty  to  recognise 
Texas,  upon  every  principle  of  national  law,  as  laid  down 
by  every  publicist  of  reputation,  as  well  as  upon  the  es- 
lablifched  practice  of  our  own  and  all  other  Governments. 
Martens,  a  writer  of  the  very  highest  authority,  lays  it 
down  that  *<  a  foreign  nation  does  not  appear  to  violate 
its  perfect  obligations,  nor  to  deviate  from  the  principles 
of  its  neutrality,  if,  in  adverting  to  the  possession  of 
power,  without  examining  into  its  legality,  it  recogni- 
ses," &c. 

Valtel  says:  *•  In  this  particular  foreign  Powers  take 
for  their  rule  the  circumstance  of  the  actual  possession 
of  power,  if  the  interest  of  their  aflTairs  so  require}  and, 
indeed,  (here  cannot  be  a  more  certain  rule,  or  one 
which  is  more  agreeable  to  the  law  of  nations  or  the  in- 
dependency of  States.  As  foreigners  have  no  right  to 
interfere  in  the  domestic  concerns  of  a  nation,  they  are 
not  obliged  to  canvass  and  scrutinize  her  conduct  in  the 
management  of  them,  in  order  to  determine  how  far  it 
is  either  juftt  or  unjust.  They  may  suppose  the  right 
to  be  annexed  to  the  possession. 

**  When  a  nation  has  expelled  her  sovereign,  other  na- 
tions consider  her  thenceforward  as  a  free  and  sovereign 
State. 

<Mf  foreign  Powers  have  received  the  ministers  of  a 
usurper,  and  sent  (heirs  to  him,  the  lawful  Prince,  on  re- 
covering the  throne,  cannot  complain  of  these  measures 
as  an  injury."  I  will  not  fatigue  the  committee  with 
other  authorities  from  writers  on  public  law;  I  will  only 
add  the  weight  of  one  distinguished  name  of  our  own 
country.  Mr.  Clay,  in  his  speech  on  (he  recognition 
of  the  South  American  States,  holds  the  following  lan- 
guage : 

'  *  The  rule  we  have  followed  has  ever  been  this :  to  look 
at  the  state  of  the  fact,  and  recognise  that  Government, 
be  it  what  it  might,  which  was  m  actual  possession  of 
sovereign  powers.  When  one  of  these  Governments 
was  overthrown,  without  embarrassing  ourselves  with 
any  of  the  principles  involved  in  the  contest,  we  have 
ever  acknowledged  the  new  and  actual  Government  as 
soon  as  it  had  positive  existence.  If  there  is  any  prin- 
ciple settled  for  ages,  any  which  is  found  in  the  very  na- 
ture of  things,  it  Is  that  every  sovereign  Power  has  the 
right  to  judge  of  the  existence  of  other  sovereignties." 
]t  is,  sir,  founded  in  the  very  nature  of  things.  What 
is  recognition?  I'he  acknowledgment,  the  annuncia- 
tion of  a  fact;  nothing  more.  What  the  necessity  of  this 
rule?  The  intercourse  of  nations  is  regulated  by  con- 
tracts called  treaties.     With  whom  are  these  contracts  to 


be  made?  With  the  Government  having  actual  posses- 
sion of  power;  for  no  other  can  enforce  them.  A 
stronger  case*for  illustration  cannot  be  stated  than  that 
which  we  are  considering?  We  have  an  unsettled  ques- 
tion of  boundary;  can  Mexico  send  commissioners  to 
meet  ours  in  adjusting  the  line?  Can  Mexico  guaranty 
that  line  when  it  is  run?  Is  there,  in  short,  one  vestige 
of  Mexican  power  left  in  Texas?  Why,  sir,  Mexico  has 
no  Government  any  where.  It  has  none  of  the  attri- 
butes of  a  Government — it  is  the  corpse  of  a  Govern- 
ment— the  outward  seeming  and  form,  but  without  the 
living  principle.  Look  at  the  correspondence  of  our 
minister  with  the  Mexican  Government;  what  a  long  list 
of  violations  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and^outrages  upon  all 
the  rights  of  American  citizens;  outrages,  if  she  were 
a  respectable  Power,  sufficient  to  Justify  war.  She  is 
not.  She  is  too  weak,  too  feeble,  for  a  contest  with  us; 
and  nothing  that  is  like  to  occur  would,  in  my  judgment^ 
justify  it.  Mexico  is  unable  to  restrain  her  people  from 
violation  of  pur  rights;  she  is  unable  to  compensate, 
for  the  accumulated  outrages  which  have  been  perpe- 
trated. I  am,  nevertheless,  not  only  opposed  to  war 
measures,  but  to  menaces;  although  I  well  understand  that 
these  menaces  are  intended  to  aid  in  procuring  a  treaty 
lor  the  cession  of  Texas.  Anxious  as  1  may  be  for  such 
an  event,  vast  and  inappreciable  as  would  be  its  advan- 
tages* yet,  sir,  the  greatest  earthly  good  is  not  to 
be  jBought  by  individuals,  or  nations,  by  dishonorable 
means.  ' 

If  you  restrict  the  inquiry  as  to  recognition  to  the  fact 
of  the  possession  of  power,  the  rule  is  safe  and  certain.  . 
If  you  put  i^  upon  the  probability  of  maintaining  that 
possession,  you  are  thrown  into  a  wilderness  of  doubt 
and  uncertainty;  you  have  no  data  which  appsoach  cer- 
tainly. Upon  what  are  such  calculations  to  be  made f 
Upon  the  superiority  in  money,  men,  and  ships?  'How 
fallacious,  does  all  history  show  such  data  to  be?  Who 
can  estimate  that  Antxan  quality  of  liberty  which  rises 
from  every  fall  "renewed  with  strength,  and  fresh  with 
life?"  Who  can  estimate  the  power  of  free  institutions, 
the  difTerence  between  an  army  of  freemen,  contending 
for  their  hearths  and  altars,  and  the  trained  bands  of  • 
despot?  Who,  looking  at  the  matter  a  prtVi,  would 
have  predicted  the  successful  termination  of  our  own 
Revolution?  Or  that  a  little  State  like  Holland,  not 
much  larger  than  that  from  which  1  came,  and  like  it  in 
other  things  than  extent  of  territory,  could,  aingle-band- 
ed  and  alone,  have  contended  against  the  power  of 
England  on  the  ocean,  and  of  France,  of  the  magnificent 
Louis,  on  land  ?  Yet  her  institutions  were  free,  and  her 
people,  therefore,  patriots;  and  she  did  so  struggle,  and 
gave  to  the  history  of  man  some  of  its  brightest  pages 
and  most  illustrious  names — the  names  of  Van  Tromp, 
De  Ruyter,  and  De  Witt.  . 

1  can  well  conceive  a  case  where,  with  the  strong 
probability,  and  almost  or  quite  a  certainty,  of  the  insur- 
gent Government  being  speedily  overthrown,  foreign 
nations  would  not  only  have  the  right,  but  would  be 
forced  by  an  irresistible  necessity,  to  recognise  such 
Government.  Many  of  the  countries  of  Europe  are 
dependent  upon  those  on  the  Baltic  for  bread.  In  the 
case  of  a  successful  rebellion,  and  the  establishment, 
however  temporarily,  of  another  Government,  are  those 
countries,  thus  dependent,  to  wait  for  the  restoration  of 
the  ancient  order,  and  starve  in  the  mean  time?  Take 
another  case:  Great  Britain  is,  in  my  judgment,  abso- 
lutely dependent  for  her  very  existence  upon  American 
cotton.  It  emplo)8  so  much  of  Iter  labor,  and  its  manu- 
facture constitutes  so  Urge  a  portion  of  her  wealth  and 
power,  that  to  be  deprived  of  it  would  be  to  strike  at 
the  very  foundation  of  her  social  and  commercial  organ - 
i^tion;  and  it  is  a  consoling  reflection  to  me  that  Old 
England  is  not  the  only  country  in  the  world  that  is  thus 
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dependent.  In  the  event  of  a  successful  revolution  here, 
IS  8)ie  to  calculate  the  probabilities  of  the  termination  of 
the  contest,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  bid  famine  and 
desolation  to  stalk  through  the  land?  No,  sir;  she  would 
recognise  the  Government  in  power,  establish  relations 
with  it,  and,  when  it  was  overthrown,  would  do  the 
same  with  the  new  Government.  What  was  the  course 
of  England  to  those  who  temporarily  held  power  during 
and  at  the  close  of  the  French  revolution — '.hat  revolu- 
tion against  which  all  her  vast  powers  were  roused  and 
exerted — opposition  to  which  has  entailed  upon  her  a 
debt  which  hJs  made  ttvtry  eighth  man  in  England  a 
pauper?  Did  she  look  to  the  principles  involved?  No; 
she  utterly  and  always  reprobated  them;  but  only  to  the 
fact  of  the  possession  of  sovereign  power.  ,  What  was 
the  course  of  our  own  Government,  in  the  ever-chang- 
ing phases  of  that  awful  conflict  which  deluged  France 
in  blood,  and  made  of  her  beautiful  city  a  modern  Gol- 
gotha? Whenever  the  curtain  rose  on  a  new  scene  in 
that  grand  drama  of  blood  and  crime,  and  new  actors 
appeared  Upon  the  stage  with  the  truncheon  of  power,  we 
did  not  hesitate  to  clasp  their  reeking  hands,  ay,  sir, 
with  the  bluod  of  the  best  son  of  Louis,  our  own  good 
and  great  ally,  who  had  taken  us  by  the  hand  and  led 
us  through  "the  dark'  valley"  of  our  Revolution,  clotted 
under  their  finger  naiisi  Even  with  the  Directory,  the 
infamous  Directory,  we  were  not  only  willing  to  estab- 
lish rejitions,  but  sought  them,  sued  for  them.' 

What  was  the  course  of  our  Government  with  the  in- 
surgent States  of  South  America?  Spain  had  not  aban- 
doned the  contest.  There  were  at  the  very  moment 
ten  thousand  Spanish  troops  in  Venezuela  alone,  and 
Spain  had  possession  of  important  posts  in  all  the  States, 
If  States  they  might  be  called.  Spain  and  Portugal 
were  both  arming. and  girding  their  loins  for  a  last 
desperate  conflct.  There  was  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  allied  sovereigns  of  Europe  were  about  to  inter- 
fere on  the  part  of  Spain;  and  it  is  now  matter  of  history 
that  at  the  Congress  of  Aix  la  Ghapelle  a  proposition  to 
that  effect  was  made  by  Prussia,  and  only  prevented  by 
the  resistance  of  England.  In  addition  to  which,  South 
America  was  torn  to  pieces  by  intestine  divisions;  hos- 
tile chiefs  were  in  the  field,  more  opposed  to  each  other 
than  to  Spain.  Under  these  circumstances,  we  did  not 
hesitate  to  recognise  them.  We  did  more:  we  forbade 
foreign  interposition.  Our  Government  was  forced  to 
these  measures  by  the  irrepressible  enthusiasm  of  the 
people,  who,  in  all  matters  involving  the  interest  of  hu- 
man liberty,  are  always  ahead  of  cold,  selfish,  calculating 
politicians.  And  why  was  it  so?  Was  it  really  a  con- 
test, for  liberty?  In  name  only;  for  the  slightest  reflec- 
tion would  have  satisfied  any  one  that  they  were  incapa- 
ble of  maintaining  it.  it  warfnot  for  liberty,  but'a  change 
of  masters;  whether  they  should  be  the  subjects  ot  a 
civil  despotism,  as  they  were;  or  a  military  despotism,  as 
they  atre.  As  to  regulated  liberty,  they  were  unfit  for  it. 
They  were  intoxicated  with  its  spirit,  and  reeled  and 
tottered  ak>ng,  until  they  fell  into  the  same  slough  from 
which  they  had  emerged.  They  prostrated  themselves 
before  the  harlot  Licentiousness,  and  fondly  imagined 
that  they  were  worshipping  the  true  goddess.  The 
great  cause  of  civil  liberty  was  as  little  concerned  as  it 
would  be  in  the  question  which  particular  bufialo  should 
lead  the  vast  herds  which  roam  over  our  magnificent 
prairies.  Yet,  when  they  unfurled  their  banner,  they 
inscribed  upon  it  the  sacred  words,  <*  Liberty  and  Repub- 
lic," and  our  hearts  bounded  to  them.  It  was  right,  sir, 
as  the  spontaneous  and  unperverted  feelings  of  our  peo- 
ple always  are  right;  we  no  longer  deserve  liberty  than 
we  can  sympathize  with  those  who  are  struggling  for  it; 
we  are  no  longer  capable  of  maintaining  it,  when  we 
are  afraid  to  express  that  sympathy.  Compare  the  situ- 
ation of  South  American  States  then  with  Texas  now. 


South  America,  without  regular  Governments,  army, 
navy,  or  treasury;  with  the  prospect  of  all  Europe  com- 
bining against  the  new  States,  and  torn  to  pieces  by 
domestic  dissensions:  Texas,  with  no  motivp  for  any 
foreign  Power  to  interfere;  a  well-adjusted  and  well- 
administered  Government,  united  as  one  man;  an  army, 
a  band  of  heroes;  a  treasury  in  her  lands  almost  inex- 
haustible, and  one  strictly  so  in  the  high  minds  and 
brave  hearts  of  her  gallant  defenders,  who  ask  no  wages 
but  victory,  no  guerdon  but  liberty. 

Look  at  the  very  sensible  report  of  the  agent  (Mr. 
Morfit)  lately  sttnt  to  Texas.  This  fighting  between 
Americans  and  Mexicans  is  no  new  thing;  it  has  been 
going  on  since  1812;  and  what  has  been  the  uniform  re- 
sult? That  the  Americans,  with  one  fifth  of  the  numbers 
of  their  adversaries,  have  always  been  victors— 400  in 
an  open  fair  field  beating  4,000  of  the  best  troops  of 
Mexico.  I  will  not  unnecessarily  go  into  the  detail.  It 
fully  sustains  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Morfit,  that  their  relative 
power  and  efficiency  is  as  one  to  five.  Every  military 
man  knows  that  the  superiority  of  good  troops  over  bad 
is  increased  in  an  almost  infinite  ratio  as  you  increase 
the  numbers  engaged.  To  say  nothing  of  the  advantages 
of  the  troops  of  the  country  invaded  over  those  of  the 
invaders,  Mr.  Morfit  states  the  army  of  Texas  to  be  7,000 
fighting  men;  does  any  man  honestly  think  that  Mexico 
can  ever  send  men  enough  to  Texas  to  reconquer  it?  No 
man'does. 

We  recognised  Mexico  in  1822.  She  had  no  Govern- 
•ment  until  1824.  Spain  had  possession  of  the  fortresa*of 
St.  Juan  de  Ulloa,  one  of  the  strangest  in  the  world,  and 
one  which  militar-y  men  regard  aa  the  key  to  Mexico, 
and  giving  to  those  in  possession  of  it  absolute  command 
of  the  country.  Not  only  has  Mexico  no  foothold  in 
Texas,  but  the'  foot  of  a  hostile  Mexican  dues  not  pollute 
her  free  soil.  Can  Mexico  complain  that  we  do  for 
Texas  what  we  did  for  her?  As  to  advancing  the  great 
cause  of  ^uman  liberty,  bow  wide,  how  immeasurable,  is 
the  difference!  TheTexians  have  learned  their  lessons 
of  liberty  where  alone  they  can  be  well  learned,  at  the 
fireside.  They  take  with  them  our  ^liberty,  language, 
and  laws;  and  in  my  heart  I  believe  the  three  are  in- 
separable, and  that  the  firnt  cannot  be  enjoyed  without 
the  last.  It  has  been  the  fashion,  sir,  to  disparage  and 
denounce  the  people  of  Texas.  I  regret  that  an  illus- 
trious man — a  man  than  whom  I  reverence  and  respect 
none  living  more,  for  all  his  great  and  good  qualities — 
has  lerrt  the  weight  of  his  great  name  to  that  which,  if 
he  had  not  done  so,  I  should  pronounce  a  gross  calumny. 
Is  it  true  that  these  people  left  a  free  G^rnment  for 
a  despotism?  They  left  the  oppressed,  the  tribute-pay- 
ing South,  for  a  Government  as  free  Any  ander  the  sun, 
amply  and  cautiously  secured  by  charters.  As  to  the 
population,  I  will  only  say  that  the  delegation  which 
Texas  sent  here  a  year  ago  could  have  desired  a  com- 
parison with  the  representation  of  the  majority  of  the 
States  on  this  floor,  only  on  the  score  of  personal  vanity. 
But,  sir,  look  to  their  career,  wise,  glorious,  and  merci- 
ful, as  it  has  been.  Let  any  man  point  his  fingier  to  a 
fault  that  they  have  committed;  where  they  have  failed 
to  do  the  right  thing  in  the  right  place;  where  they  have 
failed  to  c^mquer  their  enemies  in  the  field,  or  tu  spare 
them  when  conqut-red.  Is  it  to  such  a  people  that  you 
will  refuse  sympathies  which  have  been  squandered  up- 
on the  undeserving? 

But,  sir,  there  is  a  point  in  our  history  still  more  stri- 
king than  those  to  which  I  have  just  ajluded:  the  case  of 
the  rising  of  Greece  against  the  power  of  the  Ottoman — 
an  insurrection'  begun  by  some  bandit  chiefs.  The 
Greeks — always  turbulent,  factious,  treacherous,  and 
mercenary;  their  descendants  possessing  none  of  the 
qualities  of  their  ancestors  but  their  vices — chained  down 
in  slavery  for  two  thousand  years,  abhorred  and  degra- 
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The  internal  resources  of  the  province  appear  to  be 
.wholly  inadequate  to  the  successful  resistance  of  any  re- 
spectable force  that  mig^ht  be  employed  for  its  subjec- 
tion. It  relies  exclusively  on  external  aid  for  the  means 
of  supporting  the  independence  it  has  declared.  No  fact 
can  be  better  authenticated;  it  is  confirmed  n  well  by 
the  report  to  which  reference  has  so  often  been  made, 
as  by  all  contemporaneous  history,  that  the  army  of 
Texas  is  recruited  from  the  citizens  of  this  Union — is 
kept  in  the  field,  paid,  and  supplied  with  arms  and  pro- 
visions, by  contributions  derivedPfrom  the  same  quarter. 
^r.  Morfit  says: 

«« The  present  resources  of  Texas  are  principally  de- 
rived froiti  the  sympathies  of  their  neighbors  and  friends 
in  the  United  ^States,  and  by  loans  upon  the  credit  of  the 
State.  The  donations  from  the  former  quarter  have 
been,  and  will  no  doubt  continue  to  be,  very  liberal,  and 
indeed  munificent.  Several  individuals,  not  interested 
in  the  success  of  the  country  further  than  their  general 
attachment  to  the  cause  of  independence  and  that  of 
their  old  compatriots,  have  unostentatiously  presented 
$5,000,  while  numbers  have  contributed  $1,000  each, 
And  small  aasociatioM  in  the  diflferent  States  have  thrown 
in  their  aid,  until  the  aggregate  has  swelled  to  a  large 
amount.  I  tiave  been  surprised,"  he  says,  in  conclusion, 
**  to  find  that  Texas  has  carried  on  a  successful  war  thus 
far,  with  so  little  embarrassment  to  her  own  citizens  or 
her  treasuryi  and  perhaps  it  is  the  first  instance  in  the 
history  of  nations  where  a  State  has  sustained  itself  by 
xnen  and  means  drawn  wholly  from  a  distance." 

If  this  hasty  review  of  the  condition  of  Texas  has  not 
resulted  in  demonstrating  her  incapacity  to  maintain  an 
independent  Government,  it  has  incontcstably  established 
another  fact  deeply  afi^ecting  the  character  of  this  coun- 
try, namely,  that  the  ability  of  Texas  to  maintain  her 
separate  existence^  and  sovereignty  has  been,  and  still 
continues  to  be,  derived  exclusively  from  the  means  fur- 
nished by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  their  neutral  obligations;  consequently,  should 
ibe  United  States  return  to  the  neutral  attitude  from 
which  they  have  so  widely  departed,  and  strictly  enforce 
the  lawe  intended  to  preserve  our  neutral  character,  the 
Government  of  Mexico  would  soon  be  restored  in  the 
province  of  Texas. 

Whether  the  latter  event  ought  to  be  desired  by  the 
friends  of  constitutional  law  and  liberty  any  where,  is  a 
question  that  does  not  and  cannot  properly  enter  into 
our  consideration  in  this  discussion. 

Suppose,  therefore,  the  Texian«  should  continue  to 
receive  aasistance  in  men  and  money  drawn  from  the 
United  States,  and  should  be  farther  sustained  by  the 
cooperation  of  our  army  advanced  into  the  heart  of  their 
country;  and  suppose,  upon  this  hypothesis,  their  ability 
to  maintain  their  independence,  when  thus  sustained, 
should  be  admitted,  still  there  are  considerations  arising 
out  of  so  peculiar  a  state  of  things  that  ought  to  deter  us 
from  the  indiscretion  of  a  precipitate  acknowledgment 
of  their  independence.  If  their  independei.ee  has  been 
the  result  of  the  counsels,  or  has  been  achieved,  and 
thus  far  maintained,  by  the  people  of  the  United  States; 
if  our  citizens  compose  her  armies,  and  have  command 
of  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  country;  if  they 
are  found  in  possession  of  all  the  great  offices  of  the 
Government,  from  the  Chief  Executive  downwards,  can 
we  hope  to  escape  the  reproaches  of  other  nations,  and 
of  impartial  posterity,  if  we  make  haste  to  recognise  a 
atate  of  things  that  we  have  notoriously  contributed  so 
largely  to  produce.' 

What  would  the  act  of  recognition,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, be  but  an  acknowledgment,  not  so  much  of 
the  ability  of  Texa^,  as  our  own  ability,  and  determira- 
tion  too,  to  maintain  her  independence  at  every  hazard^ 
Would  not  such  conduct  expose  us,  whether  justly  or 


not,  to  the  charge  of  assisting  in  the  dismemberment  of 
a  friendly  Power,  for  the  unworthy  purpose  of  seizing  on 
one  of  its  faircbt  provinces?  Can  we,  consistently  with 
national  honor,  after  aiding  the  cause  of  rebellion  in  a 
neig^iboring  republic,  be  the  first  to  recognise  the  Gov- 
ernment established  by  the  insurgents?  I  concur  moat 
cordially  in  the  views  and  ppinions  expressed  by  the 
President,  in  bis  message  of  the  22d  of  December  last, 
on  the  subjeot  of  the  condition  of  Texas.  In  relation  to 
the  conduct  proper  for  this  Government  to  observe  iq 
the  contest  pending  between  Mexico  and  Texas,  be  sayi 
that 

**  It  becomes  us  to  beware  of  a  too  early  movement, 
as  it  might  subject  us,  however, unjustly,  to  the  imputa* 
tion  of  seeking  to  establish  the  claim  of  our  neighbors  to 
a  territory,  with  a  view  to  its  subsequent  acquisition  by 
ourselves.  Prudence,  therefore,  seems  to  dictate  that 
we  should  stand  aloof  and  maintain  our  present  attitude, 
if  not  until  Mexico  itself,  or  one  of  the  great  foreign 
Powers,  shall  recognise  the  independence  of  the  new 
Government,  at  least  until  the  lapse  of  time  or  the  course 
of  events  shall  have  proved  beyond  cavil  or  dispute  the 
ability  of  the  people  of  that  country  to  maintain  their 
separate  sovereignty,  and  to  uphold  the  Government 
constituted  by  them." 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  called  on,  not  only  by  the 
amendment  under  consideratioo,  but  by  the  newspaper 
press  in  different  quarters  of  the  Union,  to  yield  a  speedy 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texaa.  For  what 
purpose  is  the  prompt  acknowledgment  of  her  Govern* 
ment  demanded?  Not,  certain^,  because  the  desires  to 
enjoy  that  independence,  the  recognition  of  which  kbe 
solicits;  not  that  she  desirea  to  possess  the  rank,  privi- 
leges, and  immunities,  that  belong  to  a  free  and  sovereign 
member  of  the  great  family  of  nations;  no,  her  object, 
distinctly  avowed,  is  far  more  humble,  and  befitting  her 
feeble  condition.  It  is,  that  she  msy  make  a  surrender 
of  her  independence,  government,  territory  and  ail,  to 
the  United  States,  on  condition  of  annexation  and  re- 
ception into  the  Union ! 

The  first  elections  under  the  constitution  of  Texaa 
were  held  last  autumn.     Mr.  Morfit  reports  that 

'*  The  voters  at  the  diiTerent  polls  were  required  to 
state  whether  they  were  *  in  favor  of  annexing  Texas  to 
the  United  States;'  and  the  response  through  every  mu-. 
nieipality  has  been  wholly  in  the  afiirmative.  He  says 
that  great  unanimity  prevailed  in  the  important  point  of 
<  St  eking  admission  into  the  Union  of  the  United  Statea 
of  the  North.'  He  also  discloses  the  very  important  ad- 
ditional fact,  that  *  the  terms  upon  which  they  desire  to 
become  an  integrant  of  that  Union  have  be^n  disciisa- 
ed  in  the  cabinet,  and  have  already  been,  or  wUI  be, 
made  the  heads  of  instructions  for  the  conduct  of  their 
representative  near  the  Govern  ment' of  Waaliington.' " 

A  fact  so  extraordinsry  has  not  escaped  the  notice  of 
the  Executive,  who  says,  in  the  message  already  refer- 
red to,  that  the  people  of  Texas  have,  since  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  ** openly  resolved,  on  the  acknowl- 
edgment by  us  of  their  independence,  to  seek  for  ad* 
mission  into  the  Union  as  one  of  the  Federal  States. 
Tlus  last  circumstance  is  one  of  peculiar  delicacy,  and 
forces  upon  us  considerations  of  the  gravest  character." 

It  appears,  then,  that  the  Government  of  Texaa  ie 
simultaneously  urging  its  pretensions  to  recognition,  and 
treating  for  annexation  to  the  United  States;  and  the 
former  seems  to  be  made  subservient  to  the  latter.  In- 
deed, the  evidence,  to  my  understanding,  is  irreaistible, 
that  a  separate  indt pendent  existence  never  was,  at  any 
tinne,  an  object  of  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people  and 
aulhurities  of  Texas.  From  Mr.  Moi fit's  report  we 
learn  tlist,  in  September,  1835,  General  Cos  invaded 
the  province  of  Texas,  and  that  •*  a  battle  ensued,  which 
terminated  in  the  retreat  of  tiie  Mexicans.     He  says  tho 
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Teimfki  atsert  that  this  resbtance  was  not  beeauae  they 
even  then  wished  to  separate  from  theconfederatyi  but, 
on  the  contrary,  because  they  were  desirous  to  bring 
back  the  GoTernment  to  the  terms  of  the  constitution  of 
1824. '*  If  it  be  true,  as  they  allege,  that  as  late  as  Sep- 
tbnnber,  1835,  they  took  up  arms  ••  tn  defence  of  the 
constitution,"  I  can  only  say  that.  In  the  brief  interval  of 
a  little  more  than  one  month, 

**  A  change  came  o'er  the  spirit  of  their  dreani,** 
And  their  intentions  underwent  a  revolution  equally  sud- 
den and  extraordinary;  for,  in  the  month  of  November 
following,  they  held  a  convention  at  San  Felipe,  and 
formed  a  provisional  Government,  and  there  made  a  dec- 
laration which  "  was  considered  as  an  absolute  separa- 
tion from  Mexico.*' 

This  proceeding  in  November,  1835,  was  speedily  fol- 
lowed by  the  convention  of  the  2d  of  March,  1836, 
which  in, due  form  '<  declared  Texas  a  free,  sovereign, 
and  independent  State." 

If  a  redress  of  grievances,  or  the  defence  of  the  Mexi- 
can constitution,  and  not  separation,  had  been  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Texians,  they  would  have  tried  petition  and 
Remonstrance,  before  resorting  to  arms — the  last  remedy 
of  the  oppressed.  The  Anglo-Americans  of  Texas 
could  have  found,  in  the  conduct  of  their  ancestors, 
When  colonists  of  Great  Britain,  an  example  of  patience 
and  forbearance  worthy  of  their  imitation.  The  people 
of  the  old  thirteen  States,  while  they  were  subject  to 
the  dominion  of  the  mother  country,  employed  more 
than  ten  years  in  petitioning  the  King,  Parliament,  and 
people  of  Great  Britain,  before  they  finally  resolved  on 
having  recourse  to  arms  for  the  defence  of  their  liberties. 
And  then  they  did  not  strike  for^  independence;  for  it 
was  more  than  a  year  after  the  first  blood  was  spilt  in 
the  revolutionary  conflict,  before  they  made  a  declara- 
tion of  independence. 

It  is  true  that  Texas,  in  1833,  applied  to  the  Govein- 
rocnt  of  Mexico  to  be  admitted,  as  a  State,  into  the  con- 
federacy; and  that  her  application  was  refused,  and  her 
agent  imprisrmed.  The  causes  that  led  to  the  imprisons 
ment  of  Austin  have  been  variously  related. .  What  they 
were,  precisely,  I  cannot  ascertain.  The  bare  refusal 
of  the  Government  of  Mexico  to  admit,  on  the  first  ap- 
plication, one  of  her  provinces,  as  a  State,  into  the  con- 
federacy, will  not,  it  is  presumed,  be  considered  a  suffi- 
cient cause  to  justify  rebellion  and  revolution.  There 
are  many  examples  in  our  own  history  of  unsuccessful 
applications  on  the  part  of  our  Territories  to  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union;  and  no  one  ever  supposed  that  such 
a  disappointment  would  justify  these  Territories  in  re- 
noancing  their  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 

Believing,  then,  that  the  whole  conduct  of  the  people 
and  authorities  of  Texas,  both  before  and  since  the  com- 
mencement  of  hostilities  with  Mexico,  evinces  a  design 
on  their  part  to  separate  from  the  parent  country,  not 
on  account  of  grievances  that  had  become  intolerable, 
nor  yet  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  independence,  ex- 
cept as  the  means  of  eflTecting  their  ultimate  design  of 
annexation  to  the  United  States,  I  cannot,  entertaining 
such  a  belief,  vote  for  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Thompsoit.] 

If  the  object  of  pi'ocuring  our  acknowledgment  of  the 
new  Government  of  Texat  be  to  facilitate  the  design  of 
her  incorporation  into  this  Union,  (and  that  she  seeks 
this  oonnexion  we  well  know,  from  her  own  solemn  acts 
and  avowals,)  how  can  those  who  are  opposed  to  such  a 
measure  g4ve  their  assent  to  any  course  of  proceeding 
that  leads  directly  to  its  accomplishment^ 

Sir,  I  shall  not  permit  myself  to  be  drawn  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  any  question  to  which  a  direct  proposition  to 
annex  Texas  to  the  United  States  might  very  properly 
give  rise.  In  relation  to  that  momentous  subject  I  will 
now  only  say  that  sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  there- 


df,  and  thaf,  in  my  judgment,  evil  will  be  the  day^when 
tliat  question  shall  come  to  be  seriously  entertained  by 
the  councils  of  this  nation.  I  have  noticed  it  now  be- 
cause it  naturally  connects  itself  with  the  proposition  be- 
fore us,  in  the  aspect  in  which  I  have  been  considering 
it.  The  friends  of  annexation  are  consistent  in  voting 
for  recognition;  but  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  for- 
mer, and  who  believe,  as  I  do,  that  it  is  the  end,  and  the 
latter  the  means,  cannot  consistently  give  their  support 
to  the  present  movement.  If  no  other  objection  existed 
to  the  recognition  of  Texas,  I  regard  this  as  decisive, 
till  she  can  give  satisfactory  evidence  of  her  desire  to 
have  independence  for  the  sake  of  independence,  and 
not  that  she  may  barter  it  away.  But,  sir,  other  ob- 
jections do  exist. 

Mexico  is  our  neighbor,  with  whom  we  maintain  dip* 
lomatic  and  commercial  relations,  and  have  a  treaty 
which  secures,  as  far  as  treaty  stipulations  can  do,  an 
inviolable  friendsliip  between  the  two  nations.  Are  we 
not  bound,  by  every  consideration  of  national  comity 
and  plighted  friendship,  to  confer  with  Mexico  before 
we  proceed  to  recognise  the  independence'ef  oneof  her 
revolted  provinces?  For  many  years,  and  uniil  within 
a  few  weeks  past,  we  have  had  a  minister  resident  in 
^Mexico.  I  understand  he  has  had  no  conference  or  cor- 
^respondence  whatever  with  the  Mexican  Government  on 
the  subject  of  the  civil  war  In  Texas;  nor  have  we  in 
any  other  manner  given  any  intimation  of  our  intention 
(o  acknowledge  the  separate  existence  of  that  province. 
On  that  subject  we  have  maintained  an  ominous  silence 
towards  Mexico;  yet  presuming,  I  fear,  on  her  Inability 
to  resent  the  affront,  we  are  about  to  intrude  ourselves 
into  her  affairs.  It  is  true  Mexico  is  torn  by  internal 
dissensions,  her  treasury  is  exhausted,  her  army  muti- 
nous, her  people  discontented  and  rent  by  faction;  but 
her  weakness  cannot  release  us  from  the  obligations  im- 
posed by  our  neutral  character,  nor  from  the  duty  of 
practising  towards  her  that  courtesy  which  is  due  from 
one  friendly  Power  to  another.  Her  misfortunes  ought 
rather  to  inspire  her  more  prosperous  and  powerful 
neighbors  with  sentiments  of  forbearance  and  respect 
for  her  feelings  in  the  hour  of  her  adversity.  To  take 
advantage  of  her  distresses  would  ill  become  the  char- 
acter of  a  magnanimous  nation.  We  might  at  least  ask 
Mexico  whether  she  still  intends  to  persist  in  the  at- 
tempt to  reduce  the  Texians  to  obedience,  and,  per- 
haps, could  suggest  some  method  by  which  a  reconcilia- 
tion might  be  effected,  consistently  with  the  honor  a^nd 
interest  of  both  parties.  Such  a  course  of  conduct 
would  be  entirely  respectful  and  conciliatory,  and  it  has  ~ 
the  additional  recommendation  of  being  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  former  practice  of  this  Government 
in  similar  circumstances.  So  cautious,  not  to  say  tardy, 
was  this  Government  in  its  movements  towards  a  recog- 
nition of  the  Spanish  colonies  in  South  America,  that  as 
late  as  the  year  1821  the  period  had  not  then  arrived, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Executive,  for  the  interference  of 
this  Government;  for  although  the  President,  in  his  mes- 
sage of  that  year,  had  declared  '*  it  bad  long  been 
manifest  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  Spain  to  reduce' 
these  colonies  by  force,  and  equally  so  that  no  condition 
short  of  their  independence  would  be  satisfactory  to 
them,"  yet  he  proposed  nothing  further  in  their  favor 
than  to  urge  upon  the  Government  of  Spain  the  justice 
and  policy  of  her  immedisite  recognition  of  their  inde- 
pendence. 

In  March,  1822,  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  of 
this  House,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  President'^ 
message  concerning  the  recognition  of  the  late  Spanish 
provinces  in  America,  made  an  elaborate  report;  an<^ 
in  reference  to  Spain,  the  report  asserts  **That  the 
measure  which  this  Government  now  proposes  to  adopt 
haf  been  considered  with  the  moat  respectful  attention, 
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bath  in  relation  to  her  rights  and  to  her  feelinfrs.'^  The 
line  of  policy  pursued  by  every  department  of  this  Gov- 
ernment towards  Spain  and  her  American  colonies,  du- 
ring their  arduous  and  protracted  struggle  for  national 
existence,  was,  indeed,  worthy  of  the  purest  and  best 
days  of  the  republic.  How  far  this  example  of  scrupu- 
lous neutrality  and  respect  for  the  rights  and  feelings  of 
the  parent  country  has  been  imitated  by  the  Government 
and  people  of  the  United  States,  during  the  war  between 
Mexico  and  Texas,  impartial  history  will  tell. 

The  President's  message,  and  other  documents  rela- 
ting to  Texas,  were  referred,  at  an  early  period  of  the 
present  session,  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs; 
that  committee  very  recently  reported,  as  the  result  of 
its  protracted  labors,  a  naked  resolution  recognising  the 
Government  of  Texas;  but  not  a  fact  was  reported  to 
enlighten  the  understanding  and  guide  the  judgment  of 
this  House  and  country  on  a  subject  of  such  vital  im- 
portance. The  committee  may  have  thought  that  si- 
lence was  the  better  policy,  in  a  case  where  it  mighi  be 
difficult  to  reconcile  the  facts  with  a  foregone  conclu- 
sion. 

Sir,  to  interfere  in  the  domestic  quarrel  of  our  neigh- 
bor, so  soon  af>er  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  and 
before  the  inability  of  Mexico  to  re-establish  her  Govern- 
ment and  laws  over  the  insurgent  province  has  been 
demonstrated,  and  at  the  very  moment  when,  sccording 
to  information  communicated  by  the  President,  she  is 
making  preparations,  and  evincing  an  unaltered  resolu- 
tion to  prosecute  the  war,  would  be  an  act  on  our  part 
rash,  disrespectful,  and  premature— giving  to  Mexico 
just  cause  for  war  against  the  United  States.  That  war 
against  us  will  be  the  consequence  of  our  intermeddling, 
is  what  I  do  not  affirm.  We  may  find  in  the  weakness 
of  the  injured  party  that  impunity  which  we  could  not 
challenge  from  the  justice  of  our  cause.  But  I  reaffirm 
that  an  act  of  recognition  at  this  time  would  be  rash  and 
premature,  nay,  without  example  in  the  history  of  this 
country,  in  parallel  cases.  It  is  not  one  year  since  Tex- 
as made  a  formal  declaration  of  independence;  and  a 
year  and  a  half  has  not  yet  elapsed  since  she  first  took 
up  arms  in  defence  of  the  Mexican  constitution.  And 
she  still  continues  to  be  threatened  with  another  invasion 
from  Mexico.  Can  we,  under  these  circumstances,  rec- 
ognise her  immature  independence,  without  being  justly 
chargeable  with  a  too  ready  interference  with  the  quar- 
rels of  others  P 

Very  different  from  that  of  Texas  was  the  revolution- 
ary history  of  the  Spanish  provinces  in  South  America, 
and  very  different  the  conduct  of  the  United  States  to- 
wards them,  from  that  which  is  proposed  to  be  now  ob- 
served in  regard  to  Texas.  Buenos  Ay  res,  though  she 
bad  exercised  the  powers  of  an  independent  Govern- 
ment from  1810,  yet  she  did  not  declare  her  independ- 
ence of  the  Crown  of  Spain  till  July,  1816. 

Venezuela  and  New  Grenada  declared  their  independ- 
ence, and  maintained  a  war  for  more  than  ten  yearsi 
and,  after  they  had  obtained  the  object  for  which  they 
contended,  united  themselves,  in  December,  1819,  into 
one  nation,  by  the  title  of  the  Republic  of  Colombiar 

Chili  declared  its  independence  in  1818. 

Lima,  the  capital  of  Peru,  surrendered  to  General  San 
Martin  the  12th  olJune,-1821. 

Mexico  declared  her  independence,  and  practically 
established  it,  the  24th  of  August,  1821.  The  three  lat- 
ter provinces  had,  like  their  sisters,  waged  a  bloody  con- 
test with  the  mother  country  a  long  time  before  they 
finally  resolved  on  independence. 

Under  these  circumstances.  President  Monroe,  in 
March,  1822,  by  a  special  message  to  Congress,  recom- 
mended the  recognition  of  these  several  provinces.  He 
informs  Congress  that  **  for  the  last  three  years  the 
Qovernmeot  of  Spain  bad  not  sent  a  single  corps  of 


troops  to  any  part  of  that  country,  nor  is  there  any  reasoB 
to  believe  it  will  send  any  in  future." 

He  took  that  occasion  to  add  that  « through  the  whol« 
of  this  contest  the  United  States  have  remained  neu- 
tral, and  have  fulfilled,  with  the  utmost  impartiality,  all 
the  obligations  incident  to  that  character." 

Thus  we  see  that  Spain  having  neglected  for  three 
years  to  send  a  military  force  against  her  revolted  colo- 
nies, and  there  being  no  reason  to  believe  that  a  further 
attempt  would  be  made  by  her  to  subject  them  again  to 
her  dominion,  and  these  coloiifes  having  all  of  them  for 
many  years  been  in  the  exercise  of  independent  power, 
and  some  of  them  having  declared  their  independence 
six  years  before,  the  Government  of  the  United  States^ 
in  1823,  proceeded  to  recognise  their  sepsrate  and  in- 
dependent existence.  And  this  proceeding,  after  ao  long 
a  delay,  was,  at  last,  not  adopted  without  a  delicate  re- 
gard for  the  rights  and  feelings  of  Spain,  and  not  until 
our  friendly  offices  had  been  interposed  to  induce  her  to 
be  the  first  to  acknowledge  their  independence. 

Sucb,  sir,  is  not  the  conduct  now  deemed  necessary  to 
observe  towards  Mexico;  for  at  the  moment  she  is  as- 
sembling a  military  force  on  the  borders  of  Texas,  with 
the  avowed  purpose  of  invading  it,  we,  without  even  a 
show  of  respect  for  her  rights  or  feelings,  never  having 
donsulied  with  her  in  regard  to  either,  are  about  to  ac- 
knowledge the  independence  of  her  revolted  subjects, 
though  their  independence  is  not  one  year  old.  The 
motive  for  this  indiscreet  haste  in  a  matter  of  great  na< 
tional  concernment  I  cannot  appreciate.  The  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Thoxpsos]  seems  to  sup- 
pose that  its  justification  may  be  found  in  the  conduct  of 
France  when  she  recognised  the  independence  of  the 
United  States.  I  join  most  heartily  in  his  eloquent  eulo- 
gium  of  the  French  nation  for  the  important  services  it 
rendered  this  country  in  the  hour  of  its  need.  But  to 
refer  to  some  of  the  facts  attending  the  recognition  of 
our  independence  will  not,  certainly,  be  interprefted  into 
evidence  of  a  wish  to  lessen  the  debt  of  gratitude  due 
from  this  nstion  to  the  French. 

France  recognised  our  independence  in  February, 
1778,  nearly  three  years  subsequent  to  the  battle  of 
Lexington,  and  more  than  one  year  ar.d  a  half  after  the 
declaration  of  independence  was  made,  and  several 
months  afler  the  capture  of  Burgoyne  and  his  army. 
This  proves  that  Frnnce  did  not  act  in  so  grave  a  matter 
without  circumspection  and  due  consideration  of  circum- 
stances. Besides,  it  ought  to  be  no  offence  to  say,  what 
now  belongs  to  history,  that  the  motive  which  influenced 
the  councils  of  France  to  recognise  the  independence  of 
this  country  at  the  time  ahe  did,  was  not  sympathy  for 
the  sufferings  of  republican  patriots  so  much  as  jealousy 
of  the  power  of  Great  Britain^a  bated  rival,  whom  she 
was  resolved  to  humble.  Assuredly,  unregenerated 
France,  oppressed  ^yith  the  feudal  despotism  of  accu- 
mulated ages,  could  have  seen  nothing  congenial  with 
her  feelings  and  maxims  in  the  young,  vigorous,  and 
uncourtly  republicanism  of  America. 

I  have  therefore  not  been  able  to  find,  either  in  the 
practice  of  the  United  States  or  in  that  of  other  nations, 
any  example  that  would  justify  this  Government  in  ac- 
knowledging, at  the  present  time,  the  independence  of 
Texas.  According  to  my  own  convictions  of  duty,  1  am 
compelled  to  vote  against  the  proposed  amendment. 

It  only  remains  for  me,  in  conclusion,  to  thank  the 
committee  for  the  patient  attention  with  which  it  bss 
been  pleased  to  honor  me. 

Mr.  HOAR  said  he  felt  somewhat  unwilling  to  address 
the  House  on  this  subject,  as,  in  doing  so,  he  shoukl  be 
obliged  to  turn  his  eyes  from  the  poetry  with  which  not 
only  he  (Mr.  H.)  but  the  House,  had  no  doubt  been  de- 
lighted, on  the  introduction  of  this  motion  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  TBOimov.] 
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That  honorable  gentleman  haa  drawn  a  lively  prc- 
ture,  full  of  pleasant  fancies,  enlivened  by  the  finest 
touches  of  the  imagination,  instead  of  a  plain  matter-of- 
fact  speech.  I  confess,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  that  if  called 
apon  for  admiration  of  the  gentleman's  pleasant  picture, 
I  am  fully  prepared  to  give  it;  but,  if  I  am  callc^d  on  to 
vote,  I  shall  first  be  under  the  necessity  of  casting  my 
eyes  on  a  picture  sdinewhat  different  from  that  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  has  delineated. 

The  bill  on  the  table  is  intended  to  provide  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  has  introduced  an  amend- 
ment providing  for  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  a  diplo- 
matic agent  to  Texas,  and  in  his  motion  for  this  purpose 
is  an  expression  recognising  the  independence  of  that 
Government. 

ft  is  not  my  intention,  sir,  to  call  in  question  the  gen- 
eral principles  which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
has  advanced,  but  their  application  to  the  case  of  Texas. 
These  principles  seem  to  me  wholly  inapplicable  to 
Texas  as  it  now  exists.  It  appears  to  me,  sir,  his  bril- 
liant fancy  has  formed  a  Texas  wholly  different  from 
that  which  lies  on  our  southern  border.  The  proposi- 
tion is  to  send  a  diplomatic  agent  to  the  independent 
Government  of  Texas.  By  adopting  this  proposition, 
we,  in  effect,  declare  that  Texas  is  now  in  fact  inde- 
pendent, and  prepared  to  take  a  place  among  the  family 
of  independent  nations.  We  are  called  on  to  assert  a 
fact.  This  assertion  should  not  be  made  without  evi- 
dence; it  ought  firat  to  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
this  committee.  The  proposition  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman is,  that  we  should  acknowledge  this  fact;  my 
proposition,  in  reply  to  the  honorable  gentleman,  is,  thut 
lie  should  prove  this  fact.  To  justify  the  measure  pro- 
posed by  the  honorable  gentleman,  it  must  be  shown, 
by  satisfactory  evidence,  that  ihere  really  does  exist  an 
independent  nation  to  be  acknowledged,  before  we 
adopt  any  measure  involving  such  an  acknowledgment. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
the  report  which  the  executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  laid  before  Congress  in  relation  to  this  subject. 
To  this  report  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has 
referred,  and  to  it  let  us  look  for  evidence  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas. 

The  question  which  seems  first  to  present  itself  in  this 
inquiry  relates  to  the  number  of  inbabitantsi  and  here, 
sir,  we  find,  by  the  evidence  furnished  to  the  House,  that 
the  whole  population  of  Texas  does  not,  in  point  of  fact, 
amount  to  more  than  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  persons! 
These  people,  who  style  themselves  Tezians,  are  gener- 
ally citizens  of  the  United  States,  whose  families,  for  the 
greater  part,  are  still  residing  in  the  United  States.  We 
are  told  that  this  independent  nation  possesses  a  navy, 
an  army,  &c.  The  report  informs  us  that  this  navy  and 
army  are  (n  fact  composed  of  and  furnished  by  citizens 
of  the  tXnited  States;  it  has  a  revenue,  we  are  told,  but 
1  find,  in  the  report  before  us,  that  all  the  revenue  comes 
from  the  contributions  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  Here,  then,  are  a  number  of  citizens  of  our  own 
country,  crossing  our  southern  border,  seizing  the  reins 
of  government  tn  Texas,  and  calling  on  us  to  pronounce 
them  an  independent  nation!  If  we  allege  the  simple 
fact,  it  will  be  said  that  a  number  of  our  people,  having 
seized  upon  a  portion  of  territory  not  belonging  to  us, 
call  now  upon  us  to  give  them  a  leg^l  title  to  a  country 
over  which  neither  we  nor  they  have  any  legitimate 
command  or  control. 

In  calling  upon  us  to  acknowledge  their  independ- 
ence, we  are  called  upon  to  ssnction  the  seizure  they 
have  made  of  this  portion  of  a  country  at  peace  with  us. 
It  is  a  singular  fact,  to  which  I  would  beg  for  a  moment 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  House,  that,  at  the  very 
•ame  time  at  which  we  are  called  on  to  rectignife  the  in- 


dependence of  Texas,  a  document  is  laid  upon  the  table 
of  this  House  by  our  own  Executive  Government,  in 
which  we  are  informed  that  this  very  people,  whose  in- 
dependent existence  as  a  nation  we  are  called  upon  to 
recognise,  is  actually  composed  of  a  crowd  of  citizena 
from  our  own  country,  not  having  been,  and  not  now 
being,  permanently  settled  or  located  in  the  country — 
mere  transient  visiters  they  might  be  called.  There  ta 
another  fact  to  which  I  would  invite  the  attention  of  the 
House,  in  connexion  with  this  subject;  which  is,  that  one 
of  bur  generals,  at  the  time  these  self-styled  Texians 
(called  and  proved  by  the  executive  branch  of  our 
own  Government  citizens  of  these  United  States)  were 
engaged  in  conflict  with  Mexico,  was  authorized,  on  the 
pretence  of  watching  the  Indians,  to  msrch  his  army  into 
Texas,  the  territory  in  question,  while  we  are  professedly 
at  peace  with  the  Mexicans.  And,  in  view  of  these 
fact9,  we  are  called  upon  to  acknowledge  Texas  as  an  in- 
dependent nation! 

A  portion  of  our  own  citizens  enter  the  territory  of 
Texat,  estsblish  a  form  of  government,  and,  with  the 
countenance  of  an  army  of  our  own  a  part  of  (he  time  in 
the  territory,  successfully  resist  the  Government  of  Mexi- 
co over  the  territory;  and  then  this  Government,  whose 
citizens  have  made  this  achievement,  are  urged  to  be 
first  in  acknowledging  that  Texas  is  independent  of 
Mexico.  Those  who  have  made  this  achievement  are 
said,  in  the  report  on  our  tablep,  to  remove  their  families 
to  our  own  side  of  the  line  when  in  danger,  and  the  sol« 
diers  themselves  occasionally  return  to  their  homes  in 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  H.  was  willing  to  grant  all  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  TuoMrsox]  bad 
said  in  relatioirto  the  weakness  and  imbecility  of  Mexi- 
co; but  the  weakness  of  the  one  party  did  not  justify 
the  lawless  exercise  of  superior  force  in  the  other 
party. 

Mr.  H.  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  position  main« 
tained,  that  these  citizens  of  the  United  States  were 
no  longer  our  citizens,  having  lexpatriated  themselves; 
and  that  they  therefore  were  bona  fidt  citizens  of 
Texas. 

Mr.  H.  then  referred  to  the  statement  in  the  report  of 
Mr.  Morfit,  on  the  table,  to  show  that  Texian  soldiers 
left  their  families  in  the  United  States,  and  were,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  citizens  of  the  United  States;  that 
they  have  the  right  to  expatriate  themselves  he  would 
not  deny;  but  the  proposition  remained  unshaken  and 
fully  established,  that  the  persons,  for  the  greater  parr, 
now  in  Texas,  and  calling  themselves  an  independent 
nation,  were,  in  point  of  fact,  no  other  than  citizens  uf 
the  United  States,  who  had  helped  to  wrest  that  country 
from  the  Mexican  authorities. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  H.  expressed  his  readiness  to  ac- 
knowledge the  independence  of  Texas  as  soon  as  that 
State  shall  give  evidence  of  possessing  a  competent  num- 
ber of  inhabitants;  to  be  actually  vindicating,  by  other 
means  than  those  furnished  by  ourselves,  the  right  to 
self-government.  But  if,  as  is  declared  in  the  report  laid 
before  the  committee,  the  Texians  cannot  sustain  them- 
selves without  aid  from  the  United  States,  it  is  difficult 
to  perceive  how  that  State  can  truly  be  called  independ- 
ent. 

For  one  moment  let  us  glance  at  a  few  facts.  The 
number  of  Texian  soldiers  is  slated  in  the  report  not  to 
exceed  300.  The  remaining  1,900  or  2,000  are  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  They  have  a  navy  consisting 
of  three  or  four  vessels,^  mounting,  in  all,  29  guns.  The 
vessels  are  manned  by  200  seamen.  They  depend  on 
the  United  States  for  their  pecuniary  resources. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot  anticipate  the  result  of  any 
negotiations,  which  may  n'ow  be  pending,  or  which  may 
now  be  actually  concluded,  but  concealed  from  us,  be- 
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tween  our  own  Executive  and  the  Gorernment  of  Meii- 
eo,  or  between  the  present  commander-in-chief  of  the 
Tezian  forces  and  the  Mexican  chief.  Before  the  meet- 
ing of  the  next  Congress,  events  may  occur  which  will 
render  Texas  independent.  If  so,  the  declaration  of  the 
fact  may  then  be  very  proper.  It  may  happen,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  the  Mexican  chief,  late  a  captive,  may  be 
in  fact  received  by  the  people  in  Mexico,  as  by  a  recent 
report  we  have  been  taught  to  expect,  with  almost  idola- 
trous acclamations;  and,  instead  of  executing  any  real  or 
supposed  treaty  heretofore  made,  he  may,  with  more  or 
less  success,  attempt  to  Restore  Mexican  authority  iti 
Texas,  At  present,  the  facts  disclosed  to  us  do  not  seem 
to  me  to  warrant  the  measure  proposed. 

Mr.  BYNUM  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Btitum]  that  to-morrow  was  the  last 
day  on  which  bills  could  be  sent  from  this  House  to  the 
other.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not  insist  on  bis 
motion. 

Mr.  BYNUM,  however,  did  not  withdraw  it;  and,  the 
question  being  taken,  the  eommillee,  by  a  large  majori* 
ty,  refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  B  YNUM  then  said  that  he  had  arisen  on  the  present 
occasion  to  address  the  committee  with  feelings  of  pe- 
culiar diffidence,  arising  from  a  full  consciousness  of  his 
own  incompetency  to  do  any  thing  like  adequate  justice 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  considerations  involved  in  the 
very  important  question  which  was  then  before  the 
committee.  He  would  gladly  have  deferred  entering 
into  a  discussion  involving  so  many  considerations  until 
another  day.  The  lateness  of  the  hour  (eight  o'clock- at 
night)  precluded  the  possibility  of  a  full  and  impartial 
invesiigation  of  the  various  topics  that  that  subject  ne- 
cessarily involved. 

He  had  hoped  that  the  committee  would  have  con- 
sented to  rise,  reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  and  ob« 
tained' leave  to  sit  again;  but  this  it  bsd  refused  to  do, 
and  the  friends  of  the  measure  then  before  the  House 
were  compelled  to  entei^  on  the  discussion  of  this  most 
important  subject,  whether  prepared  or  unprepared  to 
do  it  that  justice  which  its  importance  imperiously  de- 
manded. He  had  always  felt  the  deepest  reluctance  to 
obtrude  himself  upon  the  attention  of  that  House  or  its 
committee;  and  he  felt  doubly  more  so  on  the  present 
>  occasion,  knowing  the  state  of  feelings  that  all  parts  of 
the  committee  must  at  that  time  experience,  from  the  te- 
diousness  and  fatigue  of  one  whole  da^'s  sitting.  Sir, 
^said  Mr.  B.,)  I  will  not  complain  of  any  course  that  this 
honorable  body  may  deem  it  fit  to  puraue,  on  this  or  any 
oiher  subject,  in  relation  to  myself.  I  have  my  duties  to 
perform  here,  as  a  member  of  this  body,  and  shall  en- 
deavor to  do  them,  as  I  have  ever  done,  in  as  well  ss  out 
of  this  House,  openly,  fearlessly,  and,  I  hope,  independ- 
ently; and  should  I  in  the  discharge  of  those  duties,  in 
the  course  of  my  remarks,  become  tedious,  or  use  any 
thing  personally  offensive,  it  would  arise  from  the  pecu- 
liar attitude  which  the  course  of  the  committee  has 
forced  me  to  assume,  and  not  from  any  intentional  feel- 
ing, on  my  part,  to  inflict  any  wound  on  the  feelings  of 
that  body,  or  any  of  the  humblest  members  of  it,  (if 
there  be  any  more  so  than  others.) 

Now,  sir,  with  these  preliminary  remarks,  I  will  beg 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  subject  before 
them.  What  is  that  subject?  It  is  a  simple  proposi- 
tion for  this  committee  to  determine  on  the  existence  of 
a  certain  fact,  in  relation  to  the  existence  or  non-exist- 
ence of  a  certain  independent  community.  The  amend- 
ment proposed  by  tie  honorable  member  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  THOMrsow]  was  for  the  appropriation  of 
a  certain  sum  for  the  outfit  and  salary  of  a  diplomatic 
agent  to  be  sent  to  the  independent  republic  of  Texas, 
and  for  the  expenses  of  running  the  boundary  line  be- 


tween the  United  States  and  the  Government  of  Texas; 
which  proposition  involved  in  its  decision  the  affirmation 
or  negation  of  the  existence  of  an  independent  communi- 
ty or  Government  in  the  territory  of  Texas. 

He  was  truly  glad  that  the  House  had  at  last  been 
placed  in  a  situation  from  which  it  could  no  longer  es- 
cape from  acting  upon  a  subject  so  indispensably  neces* 
sary,  as  well  for  the  honor  and  high  character  of  this 
Government,  as  for  its  true  interest  and  national  policy. 

He  had  regretted,  and  had  looked  on  with  pain  for 
some  time,  in  witnessing  the  part  that  the  majority  of 
that  House  had  been  playing  off  oti  that  subject  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  last  session,  and  the  entire  part 
of  this  aeasion,  up  to  the  present  moment.  While  be  felt 
incapable  of  lecturing  the  House  for  any  course  it  might 
in  its  wisdom  pursue,  upon  that  or  any  other  subject,  yet 
he  must  confess  that  he,  as  well  as  the  greater  part  of 
those  who  had  observed  the  progress  of  this  measure, 
had  looked  with  disgust  snd  indignation  on  their  truckling, 
skulking,  and  shrinking  from  this  question,  which  had 
been  so  much  evinced  whenever  sny  matter  touching 
it  had  been  called  up  there.  If  there  was  any  thing 
either  odioua  or  alarming  in  its  sgitalion,  he,  for  oiie,  ' 
had  not  had  the  astuteness  to  detect  it.  Why,  then, 
this  sudden  timidity?  This  extraordinary  precaution  on 
the  present,  more  than  on  every  similar  occasion?  What 
wss  there  novel  or  unprecedented  in  psssing  on  the  pres- 
ent proposition?  If  a  stranger  had  been  present,  snd 
were  to  judge  from  the  course  that  certain  honorable 
gentlemen  had  pursued,  whenever  an  intimation  bad 
been  made,  near  or  remote,  touching  the  present  sub- 
ject, he  would  have  instantly  concluded  that  it  must 
have  been  one  of  a  most  extraordinarily  novel  nature, 
conjured  up,  too,  perhaps,  by  the  spirit  of  some  foul  de- 
mon, whose  touch  threatened  little  less  than  our  political 
annihilatian.  Sir,  (said  he,)  such  a  course,  on  such  a 
subject,  he  was  free  to  confess,  augured,  to  his  mind, 
the  most  insuspicious  results.  He  saw  nothing  to  justi- 
fy it  in  the  conduct  of  politicians  whose  object  was  a 
straight-forWard  course  and  fiair  dealing. 

The  people  of  this  country  were  too  intelligent  to 
have  eternally  played  off  on  them  this  game  of  political 
ahuttlecock. 

There  was  a  time  at  which,  when  nations  and  politi- 
cians, as  well  as  individusis,  should  assume  the  responsi- 
bility of  their  acts.  This  dodging  and  evasion  of  impor- 
tant questions  is  not  the  true  character  of  the  American 
Congress;  it  is  not  in  pursuance  with  the  high-minded 
and  illustrious  examples  given  us  by  the  patriots  and 
statesmen  of  former  days.  It  was  not  of  them  to  shuffle 
off  the  responsibility  of  meeting  any  questions,  bowevier 
momentous.  They  had  never  shrunk  from  the  assertion 
of  a  fact  that  they  knew  to  exist.  Sir,  he  said,  let  us 
have  no  more  of  this,  for  the  honor  and  dignity  of  our 
common  country,  if  not  for  its  policy  and  interest;  let 
us  not  seek  to  avoid,  by  evasions  and  indirection,  that 
which  we  dare  meet  directly.  It  is  pusiHanimou'i  to  be 
afraid  to  assert  that  which  we  know,  and  all  msnkind 
conversant  with  the  true  history  of  the  country  know,  to 
be  the  facts. 

But,  sir,  it  is  proper  that  this  nation- should  now  de- 
cide on  this  simple  question  of  fact,  as  to  the  inde|>end- 
ent  or  dependent  existence  of  this  community,  tluit  is 
now  located  in  the  Territory  of  Texas,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances. 

I  say  it  is  incumbent  on  this  Government  to  assert  the 
fact,  either  negatively  or  affirmatively — that  it  is  incum^ 
bent  on  this  Government  to  do  so,  ss  an  independent 
sovereignty,  and  which  becomes  sppsrent  from  the  very 
necessity  of  the  case.  Our  own  interesta  reqnire  it,  and 
justice  demands  it.  Our  protection  and  self-preserva- 
tion require  it;  and  I  will  show,  independently  of  its  ex- 
pediency and  necessity,  we  bad  precedents  and  enm- 
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plei  abaiid«nUy  «et  ob,  not  only  by  our  own  nation,  but 
by  nearly  every  other  civii'ized  one  in  all  Cbristendom. 

The  necessity  of  recogniain^  every  independent  com- 
munity as  an  independent  nation,  as  soon  as  the  fact 
aould  be  ascertained,  arises  from  the  indispensable  ne- 
cessity, amongst  all  other  nations,  of  making  them  re- 
sponsible for  their  own  aotst  and  hence  it  is  an  obliga* 
tion  resting  on  the  Government,  and  due  from  it  to  the 
people  who  compose  that  Government,  to  make  all  oth- 
er communities  responsible  for  their  own  acts,  as  toon 
as  practicable}  snd  this  they  cannot  do,  except  by  treat- 
ing them  as  independent  nations,  and  thereby  making 
the  whole  responsible  for  the  acts  of  its  parts.  Such, 
sir,  is  the  position  now  taken  by  every  distinguished  wri- 
ter upon  international  law;  and  such  has  produced  the 
aecessity  of  immediately  recognising  the  independence 
of  every  commuRity,  as  soon  as  all  others  lose  their  con- 
trol over  it,  rightfully  or  wrongfully,  and  are  thereby 
rendered  DO  longer,  by  reason  or  justice,  responsible  for 
their  acts. 

Now,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  I  think  the  honorable  gentle- 
men who  have  been  so  violently  and  inflexibly  opposed 
even  to  the  consideration  of  this  subject  at  all,  begin  to 
get  a  foretaste  of  the  singularly  awkward  attitude  in 
which,  by  their  conduct,  they  would  necessarily  place 
their  country,  in  their  refusal  to  recognise  the  independ- 
ence of  a  community  not  responsible  to  any  other  earth- 
ly power  for  its  acts.  Is  there  a  statesman  of  intelli- 
gence, in  this  or  in  any  Other  country,  who  is  not  im- 
pressed with  the  weight  and  importance  of  this  reason? 
To  his  mind  it  was  perfectly  conclusive  as  to  the  neces- 
sity of  action,  and  immediate  action,  on  the  subject. 
This,  said  |)e,  would  apply,  and  was  applicable,  to  all  ^ 
Governments,  nations,  and  communities;  and,  as  a  gene- 
ral reason,  it  was  sanctioned  by  reason,  justice,  and  ne- 
cessity. Yet,  sir,  we  have  been  gravely  told,  and  re- 
peat^ ly  too,  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  action 
of  this  Government  on  that  subject,  and  by  honorable 
gentlemen  professing  the  intelligence  and  acumen  of 
atatesmen.  Upon  principles,  as  it  regards  all  nations, 
general  policy  should  compel  us  to  recognise,  under  all 
such  cases,  (apart  from  its  necessity,)  for  our  more  ben- 
eficial and  commercial  relations  and  intercourse  with 
such  communities.  Such,  in  his  judgment,  was  the  true 
policy  that  this  Government  should  pursue  towards  all 
Governments  more  indifferently  situated.  Tes,  sir,  if 
the  territory  of  Texas  was  two  thousand  miles  distant 
from  this  Government,  such  should  be  the  policy  that 
this  Government,  as  a  free  independent  republic,  should 
adopt  towards  it,  to  act  in  accprdance  with  its  necessity, 
with  true  policy,  and  with  national  law. 

But,  under  what  additional  obligations  are  we  placed, 
when  we  take  into  consideration  the  many  surrounding 
and  peculiar  situations  in  which  the  case  before  us  pre- 
sents itaelf  bj'  the  juxtaposition  of  the  territory  of  Texas  to 
that  of  the  United  States;  by  the  yearly,  monthly,  week- 
ly, and  daily  commercial  transactions  and  intercourse 
carried  on  with  that  people  and  the  people  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. Sir,  if,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  the  rea- 
son for  action  on  such  an  occasion  is  correct,  as  he  thought 
he  had^aulliciently  shown,  what  ought  to  be  the  action  of 
this  House  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Texas,  then?  If  the 
interest  of  our  people  was  alone  to  be  consulted,  the  ac- 
tion of  this  body  was  necessary;  it  was  more:  it  was  de- 
manded, and  indispensable  to  the  well-being  and  har- 
mony off  the  commercial  relations  now  carried  on  be- 
tween the  people  of  this  country  and  Texas.  In  the 
great  variety  of  business  now  transacted  between  those 
nations,  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  there  has  been,  or 
will  be,  difF^rences  of  opinion  as  to  the'powers  and  rights 
of  each  other,  growing  out  of  these  various  transactions 
between  the  two  communities.  Texas,  or  the  people 
of  Texas,  may  becqme  the  ti^spasseri  either  on  the  rights 


of  our  people,  our  commerce,  or  our  soil.  Now,  sir,  for 
such  a  grievance,  from  whom  would  you  seek  redress^ 
This  is  bringing  the  question  home,  and  within  a  nut« 
shell,  to  the  plain  comprehension  of  all.  Whom  would 
your  Government,  Mr.  Chairman,  hold  responsible  for  ' 
the  outrages  committed  on  the  commerce  of  our  people, 
their  rights,  and  other  trespasses  on  the-  soil,  by  the  in- , 
habitants  of  Texas?  Would  you,  sir,  pretend  to  hold 
Mexico  responsible  for  the  acts  of  Texas  now,  and  at* 
tempt  to  punish  her  for  the  depredations  that  the  citi* 
zena  of  Texas  might  commit  on  our  commerce  or  terri<> 
tory?  Has  Mexico  any  authority  in  Texas  at  this  time, 
or  has  she  had  any  within  the  last  twelve  ot  fourteen 
months?  Has  she  a  single  officer,  fort,  army,  or  soldier, 
now  within  the  borders  of  Texas?  Has  she,  or  can  she, 
by  any  possibility,  exercise  any  control  over  the  authorf« 
ties,  or  the  Government,  or  the  people  of  Texas?  Sir, 
not  one  particle,  not  one  scintilla  or  iota  of  control  or 
authority  doea  Mexico  now  exercise  in  any  part,  near  or 
remote,  direct  or  indirect,  within  the  territorial  limits  of 
the  Government  of  Texas.  Then,  how  supremely  ab- 
surd, how  pre-eminently  ridiculous,  is  it  to  pretend  to 
hold  Mexico  responsible  and  bound  for  the  acta  and  con<« 
duct  of  the  people  of  that  Government. 

Tet,  sir,  such  is  the  extraordinary  condition  in  which 
thia  Government  is  lefs  by  the  refusal  to  recognise  the 
independent  political  existence  of  that  Government  at 
this  time.  Does  any  honorable  gentleman  not  at  once 
perceive  In  what  a  deplorable  position  such  a  ridiculous, 
blind,  impolitic  course  places  this  country?  But  let  us 
pursue  this  subject  still  further,  and  observe  in  what  it 
must  terminate  when  carried, out.  Let  us  refuse  to  ac- 
knowledge the  independent  existence  of  this  nation,  and 
look  not  to  that  Goverilment  for  redress  of  injuries  in- 
flicted by  its  citizens  on  our  people.  The  palpable  ab- 
surdity of  applying  to  Mexico  has  been  already  shown, 
as  she  possesses  neither  power  nor  authority  in  any  part 
of  Texas.  We  have  refused  to  consider  Texas  an  inde- 
pendent nation;  and  therefore,  as  a  nation,  she  cannot 
be  held  responsible  for  her  sets,  not  being  considered 
as  such  by  us.  In  what  dilemma,  then,  do  we,  by  the 
folly  of  our  own  acts,  place  this  Government?  He  had 
shown  that  Mexico,  by  no  principle  of  reason  or  justice, 
could  be  made  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Texas.  Texas,  not  being  considered  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  cannot  be  made  liable  for  the  conduct 
and  acts  of  her  own  citizens.  Then,  if  neither  Mexico 
nur  Texas  is  responsible  for  the  acts  of  the  citizens  of 
Texas,  who  are  ?  There  was  no  other  nation  that  had  put 
up  any  pretensions  to  the  government  over  that  terri- 
tory, as  be  had,  as  yet,  been  informed  of.  Sir,  (he  said,) 
there  was  but  one  alternative  left  for  gentlemen,  to  es- 
cape from  this  dilemma:  having  shown  that  this  people 
could  not,  with  any  sort  of  propriety,  beconsidered  citi- 
zens of  Mexico,  and  Mexico  made  responsible  for  their 
acts,  and  this  House  was  about  (o  decideuhat  there  was 
no  such  nation  as  Texas,  with  an  independent  Govern- 
ment, that  made  her  responsible  for  the  acts  of  her  own 
people — this  Government  was  made  by  that  decision, 
as  the  only  alternative  1ef>,  to  view  every  citizen  of 
Texas  as  a  pirate,  marauder,  bandit,  and  lawless  free- 
booter, subject  to  be  hung  on  the  yard-arm  of  every  ship 
at  sea,  or  swung  to  the  limb  of  every  tree  in  your  for- 
ests. Such,  sir,  is  the  unhappy  result  of  false  premises, 
when  traced  to  their  legitimate  conclusions. 

Can  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  believe  for  a  moment  that 
the  citizens  of  Texas,  the  armies  of  Texas,  are  mere 
freebooters,  marauders,  a  banditti  of  pirates  and  ou'- 
law9,  and  that  this  Government  sKbuld  treat  them  as 
such?  No,  sir;  no,  sir!  You  cannot  impose  on  the  in- 
telligent people  of  this  (ouotry  the  conclusions  to  which 
you  yourselves  have  come^  as  will  be  demonstrated  this 
night  by  your  votes;  and  it  will  be  vain  and  idle  for  any 


2031 


GALES  &  SEATOPf'S  REGISTER 


2032 


H.  OF  U.] 


CM  and  Diplomatic  ^ppropriaHon  Bill 


[Feb.  27,  1837. 


gentleman  who  has  taken  this  absurd  position  to  attempt 
.  to  relieve  himself  in  future  from  an  opposition  to  a  meas- 
ure most  irrecQncileably  at  war  with  reason,  with  justice, 
and  the  true  policy  of  this  Government. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  he  would 
now  undertake  to  examine  some  of  the  facts,  as  they  re- 
lated to  the  actual  condition  of  Texas,  iiva  political  point 
of  view.  The  very  honorable  and  venerable  eentleman 
on  bis  left,  [Mr.  Hoar,]  in  reply  to  his  honorable  friend 
from  South  Carolins,  [General  Thokpsoit,]  had  asserted 
that  this  committee  siiould  rely  on  facts^facts  were  what 
the  honorable  gentleman  placed  himself  on.  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  B.,)  I  am  a  plain  matter-of-fact  ban.  I  thank  the 
gentleman  for  that  idea.  They  are  ihe  facts  in  this  case 
that  be  had  mainly  relied  on  to  justify  tbe  opinions  and 
sentiments  which  he  had  entertajned  on  this  subject. 
But  for  his  knowledge  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  that 
subject,  his  opinions  might  have  been  totally  adverse  to 
what  they  then  were,  it  was  upon  the  facts  alone  that 
he  (Mr.  B.)  was  disposed  to  rest  the  decision  of  thit^ 
question;  and  what  were  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  politi- 
cal condition  and  relations  of  Texas?  Tbe  President,  to 
be  correctly  informed  on  this  subject,  after  giving  the 
commissioners  of  Texas  to  understand,  during  our  last 
Congress,  that  as  soon  as  It  could  be  ascertained  tj)at 
they  had  organized  a  de  facio  Government,  that  they 
would  be  immediately  recognised  by  this  Government. 
Most  prudently  and  wisely  had  he  despatched  a  commis- 
■loner  or  agent  to  that  Government,  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  the  exact  facts,  as  near  as  practica- 
ble, of  tbe  real  condition  and  aituation  of  that  Govern- 
ment; not  relying  on  the  statements  of  tbe  commissioners 
of  Texas,  her  age  nt,  or  partisans,  he  adopted  the  pre- 
cautionary measure  of  sending  one  of  his  own — a  gentle- 
man well  known  here  for  his  integrity  and  capacity. 

He  agreed  perfectly  with  tbe  honorable  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Masov,]  and  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Hoar,]  that  we  should  not  be 
led  away  by  our  feelings  on  this  subject,  but  should  be 
governed  by  tbe  facts.  Now,  sir,  (said  he,)  what  are 
the  facts,  so  far  as  they  had  been  able  (o  ascertain  them? 

He  would  first  notice  rumor  ai)d  common  report, 
which,  in  absence  of  all  other,  might  be  properly  re- 
ceived as  evidence.  Then,  sir,  what  was  common  re- 
port on  this  subject,  and  which  had  been  acquiesced  in 
by  all  parties  for  tbe  last  twelve  months  or  thereabout? 
Have  we  not  seen  in  the  public  journals— Mexican, 
American,  and  Texian — that  the  Mexicans  had  been  de- 
feated in  Texas,  and  that  every  soul  of  them  had  been 
driven  out  of  their  territory,  and  that  tbey  had  been  the 
quiet  possessors  of  the  whole  country  for  near  twelve 
months;  that  the  whole  seacoast  of  both  Texas  and  Mex- 
ico was  now  under  the  entire  power  and  control  of 
Texas?     Such  were  the  facts  that  we  had  learnt  o^  all 

{)arties,  and  as  yet  were  uncontradicted  by  any.  But 
et  us,  as  we  should  do,  abide  mostly  by  the  evidence 
and  facts  put  forth  by  our  own  witnes«,  Mr.  Morfit,  the 
agent  sent  by  the  President  to  collect  and  report  the 
facts  to  this  G')VrTnment.  What  said  he  in  relation  to 
the  political  condition  of  that  country? 

Mr.  Morfit,  our  confidential  agent,  slates  as  follows: 
'*  Th&  I'exians  are  in  complete  and  undisturbed  posses- 
sion of  all  they  claim;  that  they  can,  at  any  lime,  oppose 
an  army  of  from  five  to  eight  thousand  men  to  their  in- 
vaderv,  and  that  they  have  a  regularly  organized  and 
orderly  Government."  This,  sir,  is  directly  at  variance 
with  the  statements  just  made  by  the  honorable  member 
from  Mxssachusetts,  who  was  so  anxious  that  the  facts 
of  this  question  should  be  considered. 

•'The  Congress  of  Mexico,"  continues  Mr.  Morfit, 
'*  which  is  now  in  session,  seems  to  have  exhausted  all 
ordinary  modvS  of  raising  revenue,  and  adverts  to  the 
necessity  of  levying  new  contributions.     Tbe  national 


power  and  integrity  of  Mexico  seems  to  be  lost  in  these 
domestic  difficulties;  and  hence  Texas  argues  that  no 
other  army  will  be  raised  to  cross  the  Rio  Grande  against 
ber.  There  is  much  reason  in  this  asBertiod;  and,  be- 
sides  the  feebleness  of  the  Government,  the  people  ia 
the  provinces  adjoining  Texas  are  opposed  to  the  war, 
as  they  have  already  sufTered  severely  in  the  progress 
and  return  of  their  own  army  through  their  country, 
^catecas  and  Chihuahua  have  manifested  great  desire 
for  peace;  and  if  the  ambition  of  a  few  men  contending 
for  power  could  be  allayed,  Mexico  Would  be  quiet  and 
Texas  free." 

'Mf  we  recur  to  the  military  incidents  of  Mexico,  in 
which  persons  from  the  United  States  took  part,  even 
while  that  country  was  under  the  dominion  of  Spain,  it 
will  be  seen  that  nearly  all  the  conflicts  were  disaatrous 
to  her  subjects,  and  that  there  seems  to  be  a  fatality 
against  ber  that  is  likely  to  keep  pace  with  all  her  p^- 
tensions  on  this  side  of  her  natural  bonndary,  the  Rio 
Grande.  As  early  as  1810,  the  military  post  at  Baton 
Rouge,  whose  commandant  had  committed  many  wrongs 
against  Colonel  Kemper,  was  attacked  by  40  Americans, 
under  General  Thomas,  and  the  garrison,  with  Colonel 
Lossas  and  120  men,  subdued.  The  Mexicans,  about 
that  time,  had  commenced  a  revolution  againat  Spain; 
and  Colonel  Ross,  with  500  men,  proceeded  into  Texas, 
to  aid  the  patriots.  He  attacked  and  took  the  strong  for- 
tress of  Goliad  without  any  loss,  and  soon  after  defeated 
and  captured  1,500  Mexicans.  This  army  determined 
upon  the  conquest  of  Mexico,  and  routed  and  cut  to 
pieces  3,000  men  near  San  Antonio.  A  reinforcement 
of  4,000  Mexicans  assaulted  Bexar,  in  tbe  absence  of  tbe 
American  generals;  but  the  troops  resolved  to  act  them- 
selves, and  defeated  tbe  assailants  with  tbe  loss  of  only 
three  men. 

•*  In  1812,  General  Toledo,  who  had  revolted  from 
the  Spanish  Government,  took  command  of  San  Anto- 
nio, and,  with  Ross's  force  of  400,  and  300  Indians, 
routed  another  Mexican  army  of  4,000.  These  events 
led  to  tbe  general  revolution  which  separated  Mexico 
from  Spain;  and  ever  since  then,  whenever  the  Texians 
have  been  engaged  either  with  the  Mexicans  to  estab- 
lish a  republic,  or  against  them  to  defend  i%  they  have 
almost  invariably  prevailed.  In  the  year  1833,  when  the 
Texians  near  Nacogdoches  had  been  aggrieved  by  the 
military  at  that  post,  and  had  ineffectually  endeavored  to 
procure  their  removal,  they  took  up  arms  for  the  pur- 
pose, and,  with  250  undisciplined  men,  defeated  3r5 
regulars  under  Genera]  Lus  Piedrus.  In  1833,  during 
the  adminiatration  of  Bustamente,  and  after  the  violation 
of  the  federal  constitution,  a  detachment  of  132  Texian 
settlers,  under  Captain  John  Austin,  besieged  and  re- 
duced tbe  fort  at  Yelasco,  garrisoned  by  173  Mexicans 
under  Colonel  Ugartichea,  with  great  loss  lo  the  be- 
sieged." 

<Mn  1835,  the  Mexicsn  garrison  at  Anabuac,  under 
Captain  Tenoria,  surrendered  to  Colonel  Travis,  com- 
manding a  smaller  force.  In  October  of  the  same  year, 
the  Mexican  cavalry,  from  the  fortress  at  Bexar,  were 
completely  routed.  At  Gonzsles,  a  few  weeks  af\er,  92 
Texians,  under  Colonels  Bowie  and  Fanning,  fought  the 
battle  of  Conception,  and  defeated  450  Mexicans. 

**  The  battle  near  Bexar  was  fought  in  tbe  same 
month,  and  400  Mexicans  were  obliged  to  retire,  under 
cover  of  the  artillery  of  the  town,  before  200  Texians; 
and  in  December,  the  city  of  San  Antonio  and  the  Ala- 
mo, defended  by  1,300  Mexicans,  under  General  Cos, 
surrendered  to  400  Texians,  commanded  by  Colonel  Mi- 
lam. On  the  2l9t  of  April,  1836,  the  decisive  battle  of 
San  Jacinto  was  fought,  in  which  General  Santa  Anna, 
with  1,300  men,  were  defeated  by  General  Houston, 
commanding  783;  tfnd,  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month, 
all  tbe  Mexican  forces  retreated  beyond  the  frontiers 
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ofTexM.  This  concluded  the  second  cimpaisfn,  and 
thence,  it  is  said,  *  a  new  epoch  in  her  iiistory  was  da- 
led.*" 

Here,  sir,  is  the  evidence  of  our  own  witness;  such 
are  the  facts  that  the  confidential  a{fent  of  our  own  Gov- 
ernment communicates  to  the  Executive.  Is  he  to  be 
believed,  or  is  he  not'  We  have  rejected  the  evidence 
of  the  commissioners  of  Texas,  and  called  on  one  of  onr 
own.  Will  you  now  discredit  your  own  witness?,  Wdl 
you  attempt  to  do  it  f  Sir,  you  cannot.  In  the  most  or. 
dinary  courts  of  justice  no  man  is  permitted  to  discredit 
his  own  witness.  Now,  sir,  what  is  the  evidence  of  this- 
wilnesB  of  our  own  Government?  Why,  that  "Texas 
is  a  ref^iilarly  organized  Government,  and  is  in  full  and 
successful  operation;  that  she  has  expelled  her  invader^, 
and  is  in  complete  ^possession  of  every  foot  of  territory 
that  she  claims,"  and  is  thereby,  by  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses,  made  the  de  fado  Government.  These  are  the 
facts  to  which  I  would  call  the  particular  attention  of 
honorable  ii^entlemen  who  are  so  much  disposed  to  try 
this  subject  by  the  f^icts.  These  are  facts  and  evidence 
put  forth  by  our  own  witness,  and  H  is  too  late  now  to 
attempt  to  discredit  him. 

From  the  whole  tenor  of  Mr.  MorfiL's  report,  it  does 
appear  to  roe  most  clear  that  Texas  is  the  defaelo  Gov- 
ernment, and  that  every  syllable  of  it  goes  to  show  the 
entire  improbability,  if  not  the  utter  impossibility,  of 
Mexico  ever  reconquering  Texss.  From  the  brief  his- 
tory that  he  hal  there  set  forth  of  these  contending  par- 
ties,  it  ia  impossible  for  any  impartial  observer  to  doubt 
longer  of  the  utter  impracticability  of  Texas  ever  becom- 
ing again  under  the  dominion  of  Mexico.  This  fact  no 
man  can  doubt  who  will  read  that  report;  it  is  clear, 
lucid,  and  impartial,  and  speaks  of  facts  alone,  and  not 
of  rights. 

.  It  was  upon  these  facts  that  he  now  called  on  that 
House  to  act,  without  regard  to  any  supposititious,  hy- 
pothetical theories.  It  was  the  facts  on  which  he  had 
relied,  and  on  which  the  committee  should  rely  for  the 
character  of  their  action  on  that  question,  and  he  thank- 
ed most  respectfully  the  gentleman  from  MasMchusetts, 
[Mr.  Hoar,]  who  had  so  particularly  invited  the  particu- 
lar attention  of  the  committee  to  the  facts  to  which  he 
bad  referred;  he  thought  an  attentive  perusal  of  Ihem 
would  leave  but  one  impression  on  the  mind  of  every 
honest  impartial  reader  who  would  take  the  pains  to  ex- 
amine them.  But,  said  he,  if  there  had  been  reason  to 
doubt  the  statements  that  were  contained  in  Mr.  Morfit's 
report,  the  occurrences  and  events  that  had  taken  place 
since  were  amply  sufficient  to  remove  them.  What  had 
they  heard  ever  since  the  battle  that  had  been  fought  at 
San  Jacinto,  which  had  rendered  imperishable  the  fame 
of  Houston,  and  apread  over  the  fertile  fields  of  sunny 
Texas  a  blaze  of  immortal  glory?  You  have  heard  it 
dinged  in  your  ears,  day  by  day,  weekly  and  monthly, 
that  Texas  ought  not  immediately  to  be  recognised; 
that  Mexico  was  reassembling  troops  to  invade  and  over- 
run, (aa  by  one  fell  svoop,)  and  depopulate  the  entire 
province  of  that  little  band  of  devoted  patriots,  whose 
deeds  of  noblest  valor  alone  had  won  for  them  a  coun- 
try and  a  home.  But,  sir,  what  had  been  the  progress 
and  march  of  these  Mexican  myrmidons?  What  one's 
foul  fooUteps  had  yet  polluted  that  soil,  rendered  sacred 
to  liberty  by  the  valor  of  self-expatriated  heroes,  whose 
deeds  have  often  eclipsed  those  of  Greece  and  Rome  in 
the  proudest  days  of  their  glory  and  renown?  No,  sir, 
not  a  Mexican  soldier  has  dared  to  re-enter  Texas  since 
their  entire  defeat  and  discomfiture  off  the  plains  of  San 
Jacinto.  The  defeat  and  capitulation  of  Santa  Anna  was 
decisive  of  the  fate  of  Texas,  and  may  be  justly  consid- 
ered the  birthday  of  this  new-born  republic.  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  B.,)  would  to  God  I  had  a  talent  for  eulogy,  this 
D*ght  would  I  attempt  to  do  justice  to  the  memory  of 
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those  noble  spirits  whose  deeds  of  gallantry  have  shed 
such  a  lustre  around  the  name  of  Tex-an.  Where  now 
are  your  Bravos  and  Bustamentes?  What  one  has  yet 
shown  himself  within  the  juri^dictinnal  limits  of  Tf  xas' 
Have  not  the  armies  of  General  Bravo  been  dismissed, 
or,  rather,  have  they  not  deserter*,  and  refused  to  re- 
cross  the  Rio  del  Norte?  Are  they  not  in  a  wretched 
state  of  revolt  and  privation,  and  destitute  at  thia  mo- 
ment of  every  means  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of 
an  army  of  successful  operation^  If  the  public  journals 
of  either  country  are  to  be  credited,  they  are.  The  last 
accounts  from  Mexico  bring  us  information,  too,  that  the 
whole  country  is  likely  to  declare  in  favor  of  Santa  Anna, 
who  stands  pledged  himself,  doubtless,  by  his  own  sol- 
emn acts,  not  to  Jnvade  Texits  again,  but  to  recognise 
her  independence.  These  events  all  concur  to  corrob- 
orate and  strengthen  the  statements  of  facts  set  forth  by 
Mr.  Morfit  in  his  report  to  the  Executive.  Then,  sir, 
how  is  it  possible,  that  any  intelligent  man  can  longer 
doubt,  with  such  facts  and  corroborating  circumstances 
starinc:  him  in  the  face,  of  (he  independent  existence  of 
a  de  facto  Government  in  Texas?  He  did  not  feel  dispo. 
sed  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  honorable  gentlemen  there, 
though  he  thought  there  were  a^dr  quale  grounds  to  do 
so,  when  they  saw  fit  to  go  so  directly  in  the  face  of 
both  facta  and  circumstancea  tending  directly  to  the  con* 
trary,  to  which  he  too  would  most  eameMlv  request  the 
recollection  of  honorable  gentlemen  on  that  occasion. 

The  honorabte  gentlemen  from  Maasachusetts  and 
Ohio,  however,  had  doubts,  and  reprobated  the  idea  of 
the  independence  of  Texas  being  acquired  by  rene- 
gades, plunderers,  and  marauders,  that  had  fled  from 
justice  in  their  own  countries,  and  seemed  to  lay  much 
stress  upon  their  being  land  pirates,  speculators,  &c.; 
although  he  knew  the  charge,  as  it  related  to  nineteen 
twentieths  of  that  people,  was  entirely  gratuitous  and 
unfounded,  he  was  willing,  for  the  time  being,  and  ar- 
gument's sake  merely,  to  grant  it.  Its  fallacy,  he  would 
show,  was  too  palpable  not  to  be  detected  by  the  most 
superficial  obaerver.  What,  he  asked,  had  that  House 
or  thia  nation  to  do  with  the  moral  character  of  the 
armies  of  either  Texas  or  Mexio?  Who  would  stand 
up  there,  and  say  the  one  was  more  debased  than  the 
other?  What  were  the  armies  of  Mexico,  but  convicts 
and  pressmen  of  every  hue,  from  the  tawny  mtutizu 
down  to  the  aable  sambo?  The  filth  of  every  prison  and 
dungeon  in  Mexico  had  been  emptied  into  Texas,  led  on 
by  bandits,  that  knew  no  law  but  that  of  plunder.  He 
hoped  that  House  would  never  descend  so  much  as  to 
undertake  to  decide  on  the  moral  character  of  the 
armies  of  any  nation. 

What  if  every  man  in  Texas  was  a  common  highwaj. 
man,  or  robber,  if  you  choose,  or  even  an  assassin,  that 
could  not,  nor  should  not,  affect  this  question;  not  even 
if  ihey  were  ten  times  more  debased  than  they  had  been 
descnbed.  The  question  was  one  of  mere  fact  as  to 
their  independence;  and,  in  deciding  that,  we  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  their  morals,  color,  or  complexion;  which, 
he  imagined,  none  doubted  would  compare  with  that  of 
their  invaders.  He  again  repeated,  were  the  Texiana 
the  most  degraded,  abandoned  people  on  earth,  having 
gained  possession  of  their  country,  and  having  establish- 
ed a  de  facto  Government,  we  were  bound  in  good  failh 
to  recognise  them. 

But  the  honorable  gentlemen  were  as  much,  if  not 
more  so,  out  in  their  other  objection.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hoaa]  had  said  that  the  army 
of  Texas  was  composed  of  Americans,  and  that  there 
were  not  more  than  three  or  four  hundred  Texians.  Mr. 
B.  did  not  know  that  there  were  as  many,  nor  did  he 
care  to  know  it.  Had  there  not  been  ten  Texians  in 
their  armies,  it  would  not  have  been  at  all  roateriul  to  the 
present  issue*    If  they  were  able  to  hire  men  to  fight 
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their  badles,  it  was  their  look  out,  not  ours;  or  if  they 
could  pfet  them  from  other  nations  to  ii^ht  their  battles 
for  nothing-,  it  was  their  jfood  fortune,  and  they  were 
entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  it.  The  honorable  g:entle> 
man,  in  making  this  objection,  surely  had  not  reflected 
on  the  history  of  other  nation%  which  abundantly  fur- 
nished tile  most  analogous  precedents  and  examples. 

There  had  hardly  been  a  war  of  consequence,  amidst 
ancient  or  modern  nations,  in  which  auxiliaries  had  not, 
in  some  manner  or  form,  at  some  one  time  or  another, 
been  introduced.  But  for  the  auxiliaries  of  England, 
under  Wellington,  would  the  French  ever  have  been 
dislodged  from  the  Tagus,  and  finally  driven  out  of 
Spain.'  In  that  contest,  every  brilliant  exploit  was  per- 
formed by  foreigners;  and  were  they  not  considered  the 
armies  of  Spain,  and  did  not  the  benefi's  of  their  victo- 
ries redound  almost  exclusively  to  the  benefit  of  Spain? 
But  he  needed  not  to  dwell  on  foreign  examples,  when 
they  abounded  in  his  own  country.  What  Indian  war 
bad -occurred,  in  which  we  had  not  a  part  of  our  armies 
composed  of  Indian  auxiliaries?  Look  at  that  time  to 
Florida:  were  we  not  employing  in' our  armies  Creeks  to 
put  down  the  Seminoles?  And  what  was  the  nature  of 
our  armies  during  our  Revolution?  Where  were  the 
French — their  navy — Lafayette  and  his  illustrious  com- 
patriots and  coadjutors  in  the  cause  of  American  liberty? 
Without  the  auxiliaries  of  France  would  Cornwallis  have 
surrendered  at  York' 

Sir,  the  gentleman  has  been  exceedingly  unfortunate 
In  bis  objection.  It  is  one  that  wou'd  have  applied  with 
equal  or  more  weight  to  our  own  country  in  by-gone 
days.  I  hope  he  will  review  these  facts,  and  give  to 
them  that  weight  to  which  their  truth  entitles  them. 

The  next  branch  of  the  subject  that  he  proposed  to 
examine  waF,  what  had  been  the  precedents  in  relation 
to  the  acknowledgment  of  new  Governments  that  had 
been  set  by  this  Government,  and  its  action  in  similar 
cases. 

He  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  recognition  of  Tex- 
as, under  the  present  circumstances,  was  in  strict  con- 
formity with  nearly  every  precedent  set  by  this  Govtrn- 
ment,  from  the  adm'n»stration  of  the  great  Father  of  his 
country's  liberties,  (General  Washington,)  down  to  the 
present  day.  The  fact  of  the  existence  of  precedents 
for  recognition  had  been  most  triumphantly  argued  in 
that  House  on  a  former  occasion,  perfectly  analogous  to 
the  present,  by  a  distinguished  statesman  from  Kentucky, 
and  had  been  so  much  more  ably  and  eloquently  main- 
tained, and  set  forth,  than  he  could  do,  that  he  would 
simply  read  from  the  speech  of  that  honorable  gentle- 
man, now  a  Senator  in  another  body,  which  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

••  Mr.  clay  continued.  Having  shown  that  the  cause 
of  the  patriots  was  just,  and  that  we  had  a  great  interest 
in  its  successful  issue,  he  would  next  inquire  what  course 
of  policy  it  became  us  to  adopt.  He  had  already  de- 
clared that  to  be  one  of  strict  and  impartial  neutrality. 
It  was  not  necessary  for  their  interests,  it  was  not  expe- 
dient for  our  own,  that  we  should  take  part  in  the  war. 
All  they  demanded  of  us  was  a  just  neutrality;  it  was 
compatible  with  this  pacific  policy,  it  was  required  by  it, 
that  we  should  recognise  any  established  Government  in 
Spanish  America.  Recognition  alone,  without  aid,  was 
no  just  cause  of  war.  With  aid  it  was,  not  because  of 
the  recognition,  but  becau«e  of  the  aid,  as  aid  without 
recognition  was  cause  of  war.  The  truth  of  these  prop- 
ositions he  would  maintain  upon  principle,  by  the  prac- 
tice of  other  Stutea  and  by  the  usage  of  our  own.  There 
was  no  common  tribunal  among  the  nations  to  pronounce 
upon  the  fact  of  the  sovereignty  of  a  new  State.  Each 
Power  must,  and  doe;*,  judge  for  itself.  A  natiop,  in  ex- 
erting this  incontestable  right,  in  pronouncing  the  inde- 
pendence in  fact  of  a  new  State,  takes  no  part  in  the 


war.  ft  gives  neither  men,  nor  thipfi,  nor  monef.  It 
merely  pronounces  that  in  so  far  as  it  may  be  necetnry 
to  institute  any  relations,  or  to  support  any  intercourse, 
with  the  new  Power,  that  Power  is  capable  of  maintain- 
ing  those  relations  and  authorizing  that  intercoune. 
Martens,  and  other  publicists,  lay  down  these  prin- 
ciples.*' 

"  When  the  United  Provincea  formerly  severed  them* 
selves  from  Spain,  it  was  about  eighty  years  before  their 
independence  was  finally  recognised  by  Spain.  Before 
that  recognition  the  United  Provinces  had  been  received 
by  all  the  rest  of  Europe  into  the  family  of  nations.  It  b 
true  that  a  war  broke  out  between  Philip  and  Elisabeth, 
but  it  proceeded  from  the  aid  which  she  determined  to 
give,  and  did  give,  to  Holland.  In  no  instance,  he  be* 
lieved,  could  it  be  shown,  from  authentic  history,  that 
Spain  made  war  upon  any  Power  on  the  sole  ground 
that  such  Power  had  acknowledged  the  independence  of 
the  United  Provinces. 

<*  In  the  case  of  our  own  Revolution,  it  was  not  until 
aficr  France  had  given  us  aid,  and  had  determined  to 
enter  into  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  us — a  treaty  by  which 
she  guarantied  our  independence — that  England  declared 
war.  Holland  waa  also  charged  by  England  with  favor- 
ing our  cause,  and  deviating  from  the  line  of  strict  neu- 
tralityt  and  when  it  was  perceived  that  she  wa«,  more« 
over,  about  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  us,  England 
declared  war.  Even  if  it  were  shown  that  a  proud, 
haughty,  and  powerful  nation,  like  England,  had  made 
war  upon  other  provinces,  on  the  ground  of  a  mere  rec- 
ognition, the  single  example  could  not  alter  the  public 
law,  or  shake  the  strength  of  a  clear  principle. 

**  But  what  had  bteen  our  own  uniform  practice?  W« 
bad  constantly  proceeded  on  the  principle  that  the  Gov- 
ernment dtjado  was  that  which  we  could  alone  notice. 
Whatever  form  of  government  any  society  of  people 
adopts,  whoever  they  acknowledge  as  their  sovereign, 
we  consider  that  Government,  or  that  sovereij^n,  at  ihe 
one  to  be  actnowledged  by  us.  We  have  invariably 
abstained  from  assuming  a  right  to  decide  in  favor  of  the 
sovereign  de  jure,  and  against  the  sovereign  de  fado. 
That  is  a  question  for  the  nation  in  which  it  arisei  to 
determine)  and,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  the  sov- 
ereign dt  facto  is  the  sovereign  dt  jure  Our  own  Rev- 
olution stands  on  the  basis  of  the  right  of  a  people  to 
change  their  rulers.  He  did  not  maintain  that  ^fttj 
immature  revolution,  every  usurper,  before  his  power 
was  consolidated,  was  to  be  acknowledged  by  usi  but 
that  as  soon  as  stability  and  order  were  maintained,  no 
matter  by  whom,  we  always  had  considered,  and  ought 
to  consider,  the  actual  as  the  true  Government.  Gen- 
eral Washington,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  Mr.  Madison,  had 
all,  whilst  they  were  respectively  President,  acted  on 
these  principles. 

«In  thecase  of  the  French  republic.  General  Washing- 
ton did  not  wair  until  some  of  the  crowned  heads  of 
Europe  should  set  him  the  example  of  acknowledging 
it,  but  accredited  a  minister  at  once;  and  it  is  remarka- 
ble that  he  was  received  before  the  Government  of  the 
republic  was  considered  as  established.  It  will  be  found 
in  Marshall's  Life  of  Washington,  that  when  it  was  un- 
derstood that  a  minister  from  the  French  republic  waa 
about  to  present  himself,  President  Washington  submit- 
ted a  number  of  questions  to  bis  cabinet,  fur  their  con- 
sideration and  advice;  one  of  which  wa«,  whether,  upon 
the  reception  of  the  minister,  lie  should  be  notified  that 
America  would  suspend  the  execution  of  the  treaties 
until  France  had  tn  established  Government.  General 
Washington  did  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  the  de* 
scendants  of  St.  Louis  were  to  be  considered  as  the  le- 
gitimate sovereigns  of  France,  and  if  the  revolution  was 
to  be  regarded  as  unauthorized  resistance  to  their  sway. 
He  nw  France,  in  fact,  under  the  Government  of  those 
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who  had  •ubverted  the  throne  of  the  Dourbom,  and  he 
scknowledg^d  the  actual  GoTernment.  During^  Mr. 
Jefferson's  and  Mr.  Madison's  administrations,  when  the 
Cortes  of  Spain  and  Joseph  Bonaparte,  respectively, 
contended  for  the  crown,  these  enlightened  stateamen 
taid,  we  will  receive  a  minister  from  neither  party;  settle 
the  question  between  yourselves  and  we  will  acknowl- 
edge the  party  that  prevails;  we  have  nothing  to  do 
with  your  feuds;  whoever  Spain  acknowledf^ea  as  her 
sovereign  is  the  only  sovereign  with  whom  we  can  main- 
tain any  relations.  Mr.  Jefferson,  it  is  understood,  con- 
sidered whether  he  should  not  receive  a  minister  from 
both  parties,  and  finally  decided  against  it,  because  of 
the  inconveniences  to  this  country  which  might  result 
from  the  double  representation  of  another  Power.  As 
toon  as  the  French  arnsiea  were  expelled  from  the  pe- 
ninsula, Mr.  Madison,  still  sctiag  on  the  principles  of  the 
Government  de  facto,  received  the  present  minister  from 
Spain.  During  all  the  phases  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment—Republic, Directory,  Consuls.  Consul  for  life, 
Emperor,  King,  Emperor  again.  King— our  Government 
has  uniformly  received  the  minister. 

**If,  then,  there  be  an  established  Government  in 
Spanish  America,  deserving  to  rank  among  the  nations, 
we  were  morally  and  politically  bound  to  acknowledge 
it,  unleas  we  renounced  all  the  principles  which  ought 
to  guide,  and  which  hitherto  had  guided,  our  councils." 

Yea,  sir,  such  were  the  sentiments,  st  that  time,  of 
that  most  distinguished  son  of  the  West,  of  whose  birth 
any  country  should  Justly  be  proud;  whose  known  tal- 
ents it  were  meiin  and  low,  even  in  an  enemy,  to  dispar- 
age, however  much  he  had  and  might  differ  with  him 
in  their  political  views  aa  it  regarded  the  (ijture  policy 
of  the  nation;  he  never  could  so  far  forget  what  was  due 
to  candor  and  honesty  as  to  deny  him  the  meed  to  which 
his  talents  and  services  to  his  country  so  pre-eminently 
entitled  him.  This  speech,  from  which  he  had  just  read 
an  extract,  was  delivered  on  the  24th  of  March,  1818, 
by  Mr.  Clay,  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  prop- 
oaition  identical  with  that  now  before  the  committee,  of- 
fered by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Qarolina, 
[Mr.  Taoxrsov.]  The  speech  of  tliot  bdnorable  gen- 
tleman, it  was  teen,  oovered  the  whole  ground  of  pre- 
cedent, and  led  but  little  for  him  (Mr.  B.)  tossy.  The 
honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Clay)  ^ad  shown  them  that 
the  first  precedent  had  been  set  on  that  subject  by  Gen- 
eral Washington,  thMn  whom  no  nation  nor  age  had  ever 
produced  a  statesman  of  more  consummate  prudence 
and  preeautioiiary  foresight.  General  Washington  never 
stopped  (said  Mr.  Clsy)  to  consider  whether  the  de- 
scendants of  St.  Louis  were  to  be  considered  as  the  le- 
gitimate sovereigns  of  Prsncet  He  saw  France,  in  fact, 
under  ilae  governAient  of  those  who  had  subverted  the 
Bourbons,  and  he  acknowledged  the  actual  Government. 
Now,  air,  what  was  the  *'  actual  Government"  here  allu- 
ded to,  but  the  Government  dt  facto?  This  was  the  first 
precedent  set  by  the  great  founder  of  American  liberty, 
which  had  been  regularly  followed  up  and  pursued  by 
bis  illustrious  successors,  in  the  persons  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr.  Monroe.  The  practice.  So 
far  as  he  was  informed,  seemed  to  have  descended  down 
from  the  primary  days  of  the  republic,  in  an  uninterrupt- 
ed series  of  precedents  and  examples,  heretofore  un- 
questioned by  any  source  of  intelligent  statesmen'  or 
politicians  whatsoever. 

Mexico  herself  had  been  acknowledged  under  circum- 
stancea  by  far  more  unfavorable  than  those  under  which 
it  wss  now  proposed  to  acknowledge  Texas.  At  the 
time  that  tbia  country  acknowledged  the  independence 
of  Mexico,  it  was  a  fact  well  known  that  the  mother 
country.  Cold  Spain,)  for  nearly  eighteen  months  after 
her  independence  had  been  acknowledged  by  this  Gov- 
ernmeni;  held  possession  of  some  of  the  strongest  for- 


tresses in  all  Mexico.  Mexico  was  recognised  by  this 
Government  in  1822,  at  which  time  the  armies  of  old 
Spain  had  complete  possession  of  one  of  the  strongest 
posts  and  most  impregnable  forts  in  the  whole  Govern- 
ment. Among  others  she  held  possession  of  the  cas- 
tle of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  at  Vera  Cruz— amongst  the 
strongest  posts  in  the  world,  Gibraltar  and  Quebec  not 
excepted.  Then,  air,  let  us  compare  the  then  condi- 
tion  of  Mexico  with  the  present  condition  of  Texu* 
Texas  has  expelled  her  invaders,  taken  captive  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  armies,  and  President  of  Mexico; 
and  there  is  not  a  post,  fort,  or  fortress,  or  castle,  at  this 
time,  of  any  description  or  denomination,  in  any  part  of 
her  territory,  in  the  possession  of  an  enemy,  nor  has 
there  been  for  near  twelve  months.  Then,  how  Incom* 
parably  stronger  are  the  claims  to  recognition  on  the 
part  of  Texaathan  were  those  of  Mf  xicol  Yet  the  rec- 
ognition of  Mexico  met  with  but  little  opposition  from 
any  part  of  this  Government.  Why,  then,  this  murbid 
sensibility  in  regsrd  to  Texas?  Strange,  exceedingly  so; 
it  was  unjust  in  the  extreme.  Sir,  in  reply  to  a  commu- 
nication in  relation  to  the  recognition  of  Mexico,  from 
Mr.  Monroe,  then  President  of  (his  Qovernmen*,  the  re- 
port of  a  committee  of  this  House  held  the  following 
language:  *<  For  a  nation  to  be^  entitled  to  respect  in 
foreign  States,  to  the  enjoyment'of  these  attributes,  and 
to  figure  directly  in  the  great  political  society,  it  is  suf- 
ficient that  it  is  really  aovereign  and  independent;  that 
it  governs  itself  by  its  own  authority  and  laws."  Now, 
what  other  laws  were  in  force,  at  this  time,  than  those 
of  her  own  enactment,  in  any  part  of  the  territories  of 
Texas?  None,  sir,  none,  if  our  own  ag^nt  and  witness 
is  to  be  believed,  or  the  reports  and  statements  contain- 
ed in  the  journals  of  the  three  Governments  of  Texaa 
Mexico,  or  of  the  United  States.  This  report  contains 
the  precedent  set  at  that  time  by  this  House;  thus  add* 
ing  additional  weight  to  those  precedents  sanctioned, 
first,  by  the  illustrious  frmnder  of  his  country,  and  ac« 
quiesced  in  by  every  President  down  to  the  present 
time.  He  had  perceived  nothing  more  uniform  than 
the  course  proposed  to  be  taken  by  the  amendment  on 
your  table,  offered  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolins.  The  precedents,  so  far,  that  had  been 
set,  by  both  the  legislative  and  executive  departments 
and  branches  of  this  Government^he  had  shown,  he 
thought,  satisfactorily,  were  in  favor  of  the  recognition 
of  Texss,  and  the  immediate  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment before  the  committee. 

Mr.  B.  would  now  state  what  took  place  between 
this  Government  and  the  republic  of  Colombia,  as  he 
found  it  in  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  the  very 
honorable  and  distinguished  gentleman  from  Massachu* 
setts,  who  then  filled  with  great  ability  the  station  of 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Monroe;  and  he  was  bound  to  be- 
lieve that  they  contained  the  opinions  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  at  that  time.  In  his  letter  to  Mr.  Anderson, 
of  1823,  he  then  stated:  ••  The  formation  of  the  re- 
public of  Colombia,  by  the  fundamental  law  of  l7tb 
December,  1817,  was  notified  to  this  Government  by 
its  agent,  the  late  Don  Manuel  Torres,  on  the  20th  of 
February,  1821,  with  a  request  that  it  might  be  recog- 
nised by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,"  &e.  * 
♦  ♦  ♦  •♦  The  request  and  proposal  were  renewed  in 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Torres  of  the  30ih  of  November,  1821, 
and  again  repeated  on  the  2d  of  January,  1822.  The 
President,  on  the  8th  of  March,  declared  that  the  time 
had  arrived  when  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independ- 
ence declared  by  the  Spanish  Americsn  colonies  could 
no  longer  be  withheld,  8tc.  An  appropriation  was  made 
by  law,  (4th  of  May,  1822,)  •  for  such  missions  to  the 
independent  nations  on  the  Americsn  continent  as  the 
President  should  deem  proper/  "    Here,  sir,  wM  whe\ 
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in  substance  was  then  contended  for,  and  sanctioned  by 
chat  distinguished,  though  now  eccentric,  statesman  of 
Massachusetts,  whose  diplomatic  talents  ranked  inferior 
to  no  man  now  living,  on  this  or  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  and  whiih  had  ever  been  displayed  by  an 
ability  equalled  only  by  the  eiten&ivenesa  uf  his  master- 
ly power  of  research.  In  these  instructions  to  our 
minister,  (Mr.  Anderson,)  the  whole  ground  of  time 
was  covered.  The  first  request  w»a  made  to  this  Gov- 
ernment by  Don  Manuel  I'urres,  on  the  20ih  February, 
1821,  for  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  that 
republic.  On  the  8ih  of  March,  1822,  it  was  recom- 
mended by  Mr.  Monroe,  the  then  Chief  Magistrate^  and 
on  the  4'vh  of  May,  1822,  an  appropriation  was  made, 
virtually  recognising  the  independence  of  that  Govern- 
ment, but  a  little  more  than  fourteen  months  after  the 
first  application  had  been  made;  and  this,  tuo,  was  done 
in  the  very  Uce  of  the  renionstrances  of  the  Spanish 
minister,  (Anduaga;)  ytt  it  was  now  contended  that  the 
application  of  Texas  was  too  soon,  and  premature,  who 
had  been  knocking  at  our  doors  for  recognition  about 
the  same  length  of  timr,  while  not  a  voice  had  been 
raised  against  it  by  Mexico.  This,  he  thouKht,  was 
conclusive  as  to  the  immateriality  of  the  lime  fur  which 
a  Government  should  apply  to  be  recognised,  and 
placed  Texas  on  the  Identical  grounds  of  former  Gov- 
ernmenta  that  had  preceded  her  in  similar  applications. 
He  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  represent- 
ed his  country  with  so  much  ability  ort  this  occasion,  in 
1833,  would  not  now  be  found  to  disparage  the  salutary 
principles  for  which  he  had  then  so  ably  contended.  He 
too,  in' that  communication,  had  taken  ground  in  favor 
of  the  Government  defacio,  which  he  conceived  to  be 
the  only  true  ground  tu  be  taken  by  this  Government, 
and  properly  the  only  legitimate  one  to  be  taken  by 
tvtry  Giovernment  on  all  similar  occasions. 

Mr.  Wheaton,  one  of  the  profoundest  modern  writers 
on  international  law,  in  relation  to  the  acknowledgment, 
by  France  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States, 
■ays: 

<*  That  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of 
the  United  Statea  of  America  by  France,  coupled  with 
the  assistance  secretly  rendered  by  ihe  French  court  to 
the  revolted  colonies,  was  considered  by  Great  Britain 
aa  an  unjustifiable  aggression;  and,  under  the  circum- 
stances, it  probably  was  so.  But  had  the  French  court 
conducted  itself  with  good  faith,  and  maintained  an  im- 
partial neutrality  between  the  two  belligerant  parties, 
It  may  be  doubted  whether  the  treaty  of  commerce,  or 
even  the  eventual  alliance  between  France  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  could  have  furnished  any  just  ground  for  a 
declaration  of  war  against  the  former  by  the  British 
Government.  The  more  recent  example  of  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  independence  of  the  Spaniah 
American  provinces,  by  the  United  States,  Great  Britain, 
and  other  Powers,  whilst  the  parent  country  still  con- 
tinues to  withhold  her  assent,  also  concurs  to  illustrate 
the  general  understanding  of  nationa,  that  where  a  re- 
Yolted  province  or  colony  has  declarrd  and  shown  its 
ability  to  maintaih  its  independencr,  the  recognition  of 
Its  sovereignty  by  other  foreign  States  is  a  question  of 
policy  and  prudence  only." 

Implying,  most  clearly,  that  if  France  had  formed  a 
treaty  of  commerce',  or  even  an  alliance,  with  this  Gov- 
ernment, by  which  ihe  independence,  of  course,  of  this 
Government  would  have  been  acknowledged  as  being 
the  dtfacio  Government  of  the  land— that  even  then,  and 
in  that  case,  without  the  ass  stance  rendered  on  the 
part  of  France  to  the  United  States,  it  woul  i  have  been 
no  cause  of  war  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  against 
France.  And,  sir,  it  was  not  on  account  of  the  recogni^ 
tion  of  the  independence  of  this  country,  on  the  p^rt  of 
Praoce,  that  Great  Britain  declared  war  against  her,  but 


for  the  aid  that  she  had  overtly  given  and  rendered  (o 
the  United  States,  and  thereby  making  herself  in  fact 
the  first  aggressor.  France  had  confederated  with  the 
United  States  in  the  war  againat  Britain t  and  the  act  of 
one  confederate  was,  as  it  has  ever  been,  received  as 
the  act  of  the  other.  France,  then,  in  reality,  had  first 
commenced  with  the  United  States  a  war,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  against  the  powers  of  Great  Britain.  U 
was  not,  therefore,  the  recognition  of  the  Anoerican  in* 
dependence  that  justified  the  Government  of  England 
in  declaring  war  with  France,  but  for  an  actual  con- 
federation and  coadjutation  with  her  enemies  and  their 
revolted  provinces,  without  which,  as  Mr.  Wheaton  has 
most  justly  intimated,  she  could  have  bad  no  just  cause 
for  war. 

But,  sir,  as  his  honorable  friends  from  the  North  and 
East  had  exhibited,  he  thought  most  unnecessarily  too^ 
an  extraordinary  aensibility  on  this  subject,  evincive 
of  their  untoward  repugnance  to  touch  it,  he  would 
show  there  must  have  been  a. most  prodigioua  falling' oflT 
in  that  quarter  from  the  free  and  liberal  doctrines  that 
were  advocated  in  1823  by  that  most  profound  and  eru- 
dite atatesman  whom  all  New  England  now  aeemed 
proud  to  honor,  and  who  had  but  recently  received  a 
portion  of  the  sufirages  of  that  very  enlightened  and  en- 
terprising section  of  this  country  for  the  first  office  in 
their  gift.  He  alluded  to  an  honorable  Senator  who 
now  occupied  a  aeat  in  another  part  of  that  budding, 
(Mr.  Webster.)  That  gentleman,  in  1823,  did  not  ap- 
pear quite  so  timid.  It  was  then  that  he  aiood  fi'nh  on 
this  fioor,  the  champion  of  liberty,  and  with  Ihe  fervor 
of  his  lofty  eloquence  advocated  the  cause  of  freedom  in 
a  foreign  land,  expiring  beneath  the  grasp  of  a  despot*! 
hand.  There  was  not  tbeji  felt  such  appalling  forebodings 
from  that  quarter  by  the  mere  expression  of  an  opini- ji 
by  either  the  ex»'Cutive  or  legislative  departments  i»f  this 
Government.  There  waa  not  that  chilling  horror  felt, 
which  aeems  now  to  haunt  the  consciences  of  certain 
honorable  gentlemen  on  this  floor.  Sir,  said  Mr.  fi., 
such  was  the  language  held  by  the  highly  gifted  gentle- 
man to  whom  he  had  alluded,  in  his  speech  in  this  House 
on  a  resolutidh  introduced  by  himself  for  tlie  appoint- 
ment <f  an  agent  or  commissioner  to  Oreece,  whom  it 
was  then  proposed  to  be  immediataly  despatched  by  the 
President,  whenever,  in  his  discretion,  it  miglit  be 
deemed  proper: 

**In  reference  to  what  might  be  the  opinions  of 
other  nations  on  our  course  here,*'  said  Mr.  W., 
<Mhey  might  indeed  prefer  that  we  ahould  expreas  no 
dissent  upon  the  doctrines  which  they  have  avowed, 
and  the  application  which  they  have  made  of  those  doc- 
trines to  Greece.  But  1  trust  we  are  not  disposed  to 
leave  them  in  any  doubt  as  to  our  sentiments  upon 
these  important  subjects.  They  have  expressed  their 
opinions,  and  dd  not  call  that  expression  of  opinion  an 
interference';  in  which  respect  they  are  right,  as  the  ex- 
pression of  opinion  in  such  cases  is  not  such  an  interfer- 
ence as  would  justify  the  Greeks  In  considering  the  Pow- 
ers as  at  war  with  them.  For  the  same  reason,  any  ex- 
pression which  we  may  make,  of  different  princi|)lea 
and  different  sympathies,  is  no  interference.  No  one 
would  call  the  President's  message  an  interference;  and 
yet  it  is  much  stronger  in  that  respect  than  these  resolu- 
tions." 

These  are  sentiments  that  justly  do  honor  to  an 
American  statesman.  Here  is  a  position  assumed,  that 
this  House,  nor  this  nation,  ahould  never  abandonj  as  a 
free  expression  of  opiniim  was  identified  with  the  rights 
of  individuals,  so  it  was  essentially  identified  and  iubcpa* 
rably  necessary  to  the  rights  of  nations.  These  were 
sentiments  that  it  becomes  every  American  patriot  to 
sustain,  as  well  for  the  honor  as  for  the  freedom  and  in- 
dependeoce  of  his  nation.     Yes,  sir,  we  have  the  right 
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to  the  expression  of  our  optnionsi  as  well  as  a  nation  as 
individuals,  at  to  the  dependent  or  independent  exist- 
ence of  any  Government  or  nation,  without  giving  just 
cause  for  war  or  for  censure;  nor  should  even  the  hor- 
rors of  war  deter  u^  from  the  maintenance  of  this  right. 
Sir,  whtt  is  recognition,  but  an  expression  of  our  opin- 
ion that  a  nation  is  free  or  in(fependent>  And  have 
we  no  right  to  do  this,  for  fear  of  giving  offence  to  some 
foreign  despot?  Aa'ay  with  such  craven  fears,  as  anti- 
patriotic,  and  at  war  with  every  ennobling  emotion  of  a 
heart  that  throbs  with  the  feelings  of  freedom  for  his 
owrr  or  another's  country. 

But,  to  show  further  authority  to  justify  the  position 
that  he  and  his  friends  had  taken  on  that  subject,  he 
would  not  confine  himself  to  the  writers  on  national  law, 
or  to  the  distinguished  debaters  and  statesmen  of  his 
own  country.  He  would  Ihow  that  it  was  a  pnaition 
that  had  been  taken  by  England  herself,  of  whow  dis- 
pleasure honorable  gentlemen  seemed  to  stand  in  such 
trepidation  on  the  present  occasion.  It  had  been  asaert- 
ed  and  maintained,  by  one  of  the  most  exalted  and  high- 
ly glBed  spirits  of  the  age,  and  who,  for  high  order 
of  intellection,  has  at  no  time  been  surpassed  by  the 
first  premiers  of  Great  Britain.  It  was  to  be  found  in 
the  correspondence  between  M.  Zea,  minister,  &c.,  of 
his  Catholic  Majesty  of  old  Spain,  with  the  court  of 
Great  Britain,  and  through  the  honorable  Mr.  Canning, 
then  prime  minister,  &c.,  of  that  realm.  In  reply  to  M. 
Zea,  complaining  to  Mr.  Canning  of  the  course  that 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain  had  pursued  in  the 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  Mexico  and  the 
8ou<h  American  States,  Mr.  C.  had  taken  up  the  sub- 
ject of  both  the  right  and  duty  of  oiher  nations,  than 
those  combatant,  to  recognise  the  de  facto  Government, 
and  has  >"  ^  most  masterly  manner,  placed  it  upon 
grounds  which  must  ever  hereafter  make  it  perfectly 
unasMilable  and  Indisputable.  He  has  demonstrated, 
most  clearly  and  satisfactorily,  that  the  Government  da 
faefo  is  the  only  one  that  should  be  recognised,  and  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  all  nations  to  do  so;  and  that  doing 
to  affords  no  just  cause  of  complaint  against  any  power, 
and  further,  from  war.  Tes,  sir,  such  w>ll  be  found  the 
opinions  of  the  first  English  statesman  of  the  age.  But 
let  Mr.  Canning  speak  for  himself.  In  his  reply  to  the 
miniiiter  of  Spain  he  states  that 

'*  The  example  of  the  late  revolution  in  France,  and 
of  the  ultimate  happy  restoration  of  his  Majeaty  Louis 
XVI If,  is  plesded  by  M.  Zea  in  illustration  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  unextinguishable  right  in  a  legitimate  sover- 
eign, and  of  the  respect  to  which  that  right  is  entitled 
from  all  foreign  Powers;  and  he  calls  upon  Great  Brit- 
ain, in  justice  to  her  own  consistency,  to  act  with  the 
same* reserve  towards  the  new  Statea  of  Spanish  Ameri- 
ca which  she  employed,  so  much  to  her  honor,  towards 
revolutionary  France. 

**But  can  M.  Zea  need  to  be  reminded  that  every 
Power  in  Europe,  and  specifically  Spain  amongst  the 
foremost,  not  only  acknowledged  the  several  successive 
Governments  de  facto,  by  which  the  House  of  Bourbon 
waa  first  expelled  from  the  throne  of  France,  and  after- 
Wards  kept  for  near  a  quarter  of  a  century  out  of  pos- 
session of  It,  but  contracted  intimate  alliances  with  them 
all;  and,  above  all,  with  that  which  M.  Zea  justly  de- 
scribes as  the  strongest  of  de  facto  Governmenis,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Bonaparte;  against  whom,  not  any  principle 
of  respect  for  the  rights  of  legitim»te  monarchy,  but  his 
own  ungovernable  ambition,  finally  brought  combined 
Europe  into  the  field. 

**  There  is  no  use  in  endeavoring  to  give  a  specious 
coloring  to  facts  which  arc  now  the  property  of  history. 

"The  underaig'ied  is  therefore  compelled  to  add, 
that  Great  Britain  herself  cannot  justly  accept  the  praise 
wbicb  M.  5Se»  ia  willing  to  ascribe  to  her  in  this  respect. 


nor  can  she  claim  to  be  altogether  exempted  from  th« 
general  charge  of  having  treated  with  the  Powers  of  the 
French  revolution.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that,  up  to  the 
year  1790,  she  abstained  from  treating  with  revolution- 
ary France  long  after  other  Powers  of  Europe  had  set 
her  the  example.  But  the  reasons  alleged  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  in  state  papers,  for  that  abstinence,  was  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  French  GT>Ternment.  And  it  can- 
not be  denied  that,  both  in  1796  and  1797,  Great  Britain 
opened  a  negotiation  for  peace  with  the  Directory  of 
France — a  negotiation  the  favorable  conclusion  of  which 
would  have  implied  a  recognition  of  that  form  of  gor- 
ernment;  that  in  1801  she  made  peace  with  the  Consu- 
late; that  if  in  1806  she  did  not  conclude  a  treaty  with 
Bonaparte,  Emperor  of  France,  the  negotiation  was  bro- 
ken oflT  merely  on  a  queation  of  terms;  and  that  if  from 
1808  to  1814  she  steadily  refused  to  listen  to  any  over- 
turea  from  France,  she  did  so  declaredly  and  notoriously 
on  account  of  Spain  alone,  whom  Bonaparte  pertina* 
ciourly  refused  to  admit  as  party  to  the  negotiation. 
Nay,  further:  it  cannot  be  denied  that,  even  in  1814,  the 
year  in  which  the  Bourbon  dynasty  was  eventually  re- 
stored, peace  would  have  been  made  by  Great  Britain 
with  Bonaparte,  if  he  had  not  been  unreasonable  in  hii 
demands;  and  Spain  cannot  be  ignorant  that,  even  after 
Bonaparte  was  aet  aside,  there  was  a  question  among 
the  alliea  of  the  possible  expediency  of  placing  aome 
other  than  a  Bourbon  on  the  throne  of  France. 

«« The  appeal,  therefore,  to  the  conduct  of  the  Pow- 
ers of  Europe,  and  even  to  that  of  Great  Britain  herself, 
with  respect  to  the  French  revolution,  does  but  recall 
aburtQant  instances  of  the  recognition  oi  de  facto  Govern- 
ments by  Great  Britain,  pt-rhaps  later  and  more  reluc- 
tantly than  by  others,  but  by  Great  Britain  heraelf,  how- 
ever reluctant,  af\er  the  example  set  to  her  by  the  other 
powers  of  Europe,  and  especially  by  Spain." 

*'To  come  now  to  the  aecond  charge  against  Great 
Britain,  the  alleged  violation  of  general  international 
law: 

*'  Has  it  ever  been  admitted  as  sn  axiom,  or  ever  been 
observed  by  any  nation  or  Government  as  a  practical 
maxim,  that  no  circumstances  and  no  time  ahould  entitle 
a  de  facto  Government  to  recognition,  or  should  entitle 
third  Powers,  who  may  have  a  deep  interest  in  defining 
and  establishing  their  relations  with  a  de  facto  Govern- 
ment, to  do  so^  Such  a  proceeding  on  the  part  of  third 
Powers  undoubtedly  does  not  decide  the  question  of 
right  against  the  mother  country. 

**The  Netherlands  had  thrown  off*  the  supremacy  of 
Spain  long  b.'fore  the  end  of  the  16ih  century;  but  that 
supremacy  was  not  formally  renounced  by  Spain  till  the 
treaty  of  Westphalia,  4n  1648.  Portugal  declared  in 
1640  her  independence  of  the  Spanish  monarchy;  but  it 
was  not  till  1668  that  Spain  by  treaty  acknowledged 
that  independence. 

'*  During  each  of  these  intervals  the  abstract  rights  of 
Spain  nay  be  said  to  have  remained  unextinguished. 
Btit  third  Powers  did  not,  in  either  of  these  mstances^ 
wait  the  slow  conviction  of  Spain,  before  they  thought 
themselves  warranted  to  establish  direct  relations,  «nd 
even  to  contract  intimate  alliances  with  the  republic  of 
the  United  Netherlands,  as  well  as  with  the  new  monar- 
chy of  the  House  of  Braganza. 

'*  To  continue  to  call  that  a  possession  of  Spain,  in 
which  all  Spanish  occupation  and  power  had  been  actu- 
ally extinguished  and  effaced,  could  render  no  practical 
service  to  the  mother  country;  hut  it  would  have  risked 
the  peace  of  the  world.  For  all  political  communitiea 
are  responsible  to  other  political  communitiea  for  their 
conduct;  thiit  is,  they  are  bound  to  perform  the  ordinary 
international  duties,  and  to  afford  rtdrc-ss  for  any  viola- 
tion of  the  righta  of  others  by  their  citizens  or  subjects, 

'*  Now,  either  the  mother  country  mutt  have  contia- 


2043 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


2044 


H.  or  R*] 


Civil  and  Diplomalie  Jppropriaiion  BiiL 


[F«B.  27,  1837- 


oed  responsible  for  acts  over  which  it  could  no  longer 
exercise  the  shadow  of  a  control,  or  the  inhabitants  of 
those  countries,  whose  independent  political  existence 
was  in  fact  established,  but  to  whom  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  that  independence  was  denied,  must  have  been 
placed  in  a  situation  in  which  they  were  either  wholly 
responsible  for  their  actions,  or  were  to  be  visited  for 
each  of  those  actions  as- might  furnish  ground  for  com* 
plaint  to  other  nations,  with  the  punishment  due  to  pi- 
rates and  outlaws. 

••  If  the  former  of  these  alternatives,  the  total  irre- 
aponsibility  of  unrecognised  States,  be  too  absurd  to  be 
maintained!  and  if  the  latter,  the  treatment  of  their  in- 
habitants as  brutes  and  outlaws,  be  too  monstrous  to  be 
applied,  for  an  indefinite  length  of  lime,  to  a  large  por* 
tion  of  the  habitable  globe,  no  other  chance  remained 
for  Great  Britain,  or  for  any  country  having  intercourse 
with  Spanish  American  provinces,  but  to  recognise  in 
due  lime  their  immediate  existence  as  States,  and  thus 
to  bring  them  within  the  pale  of  those  rights  and  duties 
which  civilized  nations  are  bound  mutually  to  respect, 
and  are  entitled  reciprocally  to  claim  from  each  other." 

Mr.  Chairman,  (continued  Mr.B.,)  the  lucid  argu- 
ment, the  convincing  reasoning,  with  which  these  opin- 
ions and  sentiments  have  been  enforced,  the  immense 
distance  at  which  they  have  been  placed  by  that  most 
distinguished  individual  beyond  all  futtire  controversy, 
require  from  my  hands  no  Uirther  comment. 

Sir,  I  have  here  concluded  my  authorities  for  the  jus- 
tification of  my  action  upon  this  truly  important  subjecti 
and  he  would,  now  appeal  to  honorable  gentlemen,  and  - 
with  the  utmost  sincerity  and  candor  ask  what  foot  «f  po- 
litical ground  had  they  left,upun  which  to  predicate  their 
continued  opposition  to  the  measure  before  the  commit- 
tee. He  thought  be  had  shown  (nt  least  he  hsd  done  it 
to  his  own  satisfaction)  that  the  recognition  of  a  de  facto 
Government  was  not  only  just,  but  necessary;  that  it  was 
not  only  temporarily  expedient,  but  that  it  was  the  true 
policy  of  all  nations,  **  ex  neeaai'taie  rd,"  to  do  so;  that 
it  was  a  principle  that  had  not  been  acted  on  alone  by 
one  President  of  this  Government,  but  by  all  before 
whom  that  question  had  come;  that  it  had  not  been 
sanctioned  alone  by  one  precedent  of  this  Government, 
but  by  every  one  that  had  taken  place  on  the  same  sub- 
ject; that  it  had  been  avowed,  not  by  one,  but  by  most 
of  the  distinguished  men  of  this  country  who  had  had  an 
occ&sion  ID  eipress  themselves  on  the  subject;  and, 
finally,  that  it  had  been  asserted  and  maintained  by  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  statesmen  in  all  Europe,  and 
acquiesced  in  by  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  and 
silently  sanctioned  by  nearly  all  the  Powers  of  Europe. 

He  had  now  but  a  frw  remarks  to  make,  of  a  more 
local  nature,  to  some  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  of  that 
House,  who  had  evinced,  either  by  their  action  or  ex- 
pression, their  indomitable  opposition  to  the  recognition 
of  Texas  under  the  present  circumstances. 

Sir,  (he  said, )  I  will  pass  over  the  unsettled  state  of  Mex- 
ico; the  invasion  of  Barradas,  in  1829,  several  years  after 
her  independence  was  rtcoj^nised  by  this  Government. 
I  will  pass  over  the  doubtful  revolutions  and  throes  with 
which  thttt  Government  has  b^en  afflicted  by  the  ascen- 
sion to  its  presidency  of  Iturbide,  Victoria,  Montano, 
Bravo,  Pedrazza,  Guerrero,  Bustamente,  and,  finally, 
Santa  Anna,  to  siiow  how  little  security  there  is  in  the 
permanency  of  her  own  Government,  the  difficulty  with 
which  she  has  to  contend  to  keep  in  subjection  her  own 
citizens,  and  the  increased  i'.nprubability  of  ever  being 
able  in  future  to  invacje  and  reconquer  Texas.  Mr. 
Chairman,  (said  he,)  I  fear  that  there  are  other  signs  in 
our  political  firmament  than  those  that  have  yet  appear- 
ed in  the  horizon,  for  this  extraordinary  oppoaiiion  to  a 
measure  so  palpably  ju»tifiable  upon  every  variety  ^f 
reason.      I  fear«  sir,  there  if  yet  something  at  the 


root  of  this  opposition  that  has  not  been  set  forth;  tber« 
must  be,  to  justify  the  action  of  this  House.  Can  it  be 
that  fiend-like  envy  and  jealousy  which  caused  the  ex- 
pulsion from  celestial  bliss  of  a  Satan,  a  Moloch,  and 
Beelzebub,  to  the  infernal  regions  of  damned  spiriU? 
Can  it  be  that  remote  probability  of  adding  to  Southern 
influence  and  prepoi^erance  in  this  nation;  or  does  it 
arise  from  a  feeling,  ten-fold  worse,  of  anti>slaveryf  Are 
the  prejudices  against  these  institutions  so  strong,  in  a 
certain  quarter,  as  to  cause  this  justice  to  be  withheld 
from  that  suffering  people,  contrary  to  every  practice  of 
our  own  Government,  and  so  utterly  repugnant  to  all 
the  principles  of  right,  of  justice,  the  true  and  impartial 
policy  of  nations,  and  the  irrevocable  laws  of  universal 
equity?  If  such  be  the  true  causes  of  the  hostility  to 
this  measure,  it  is  time  for  every  man  to  the  south  of  the 
Potomac  to  know  it;  and  we  would  be  here  recreant  to 
our  duty,  traitors  to  the  dearest  interests  of  our  people, 
to  keep  the  fact  concealed  from  them  one  hour  longer. 
He  would  invoke  gentlemen  to  review  those  opinions, 
if  founded  on  such  disastrous  prejudices,  before  they 
became  too  deeply  rooted  to  admit  of  amelioration. 
They  could  not  be  acted  out,  there  or  elsewhere,  short 
of  throes  and  convulsions  that  must  shock  every  quarter 
of  this  republic  to  its  inmost  recesses. 

But  who  were  those  that  were  no«r  clinging  to  thoae 
prejudices  as  to  some  holy  relic;  and  what  had  been 
their  history  since  the  first  appearance  of  those  reckless 
spirits,  aspiring  to  guide  the  councils  of  this  nation?  He 
would  omit  the  manifestations  of  its  first  spark,  in  that 
insurrection  known  by  the  name  of  the  Pennsylvania 
whiskey  insurrection,  so  promptly  quelled,  alone,  by 
the  virtue  and  patriotism  of  a  Washington. 

It  was  the  ssme  parly  that  bad  raised  the  cry  against  the 
admission  and  treaty  for  Louisiana,  which  had  shed  im* 
mortal  lustre  over  the  name  of  Jefferson,  which  gsve  us 
the  complete  possession  of  the  whole  waters  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, whose  mighty  streams  were  now  laving  theahorea 
of  nine  sovereign  and  Independent  States,  and  pouring 
into  the  granaries  of  the  world  the  almost  invaluable  pro* 
ducts  of  its  prolific  and  fertile  valleys.  Yes,  sir,  even  at 
that  time  was  the  policy  of  that  tame  party  displayed 
against  the  acquisition  of  the  most  rich,  flourishing,  and 
now  by  far  the  most  prosperous  portion  of  this  nation. 
Against  that  measure  too,  from  this  same  reckless,  en- 
vious, mistaken,  misguided  party,  petitions  after  pe- 
titions were  laid  upon  your  tables,  until  they  literally 
groaned  beneath  their  ponderous  weight — while  time 
had  unfolded  the  fallacy  of  their  predictions  and  the 
impolicy  of  their  course,  which  none  were  now  su  hardy 
as  to  defend.  Millions  after  millions,  to  ttie  reverse  of 
all  their  prophecies,  sre  now  annually  poured  into 
your  Treasury,  to  enrich  the  older  sisters  of  the.  con* 
federacy,  from  the  very  soil  acquired  under  the  thunder 
of  their  anathemas.  Under  such  a  rebuke,  by  the  les- 
sons of  experience,  men,  under  ordinsry  ciroumstances, 
would  pause  in  a  career  of  error;  but,  sir,  nothing 
daunted,  the  same  party  may  be  aeen  at  work  in  the 
strugglesthat  in  1819  or  1820  took  place  ontbisftoor,  and 
in  the  opposite  branch  of  this  Capitol,  in  the  agitation 
of  the  great  Missouri  question,  that  involved  the  re- 
striction of  slavery.  That  House  then  had  been  con- 
vulsed for  a  whole  session  or  more,  until  the  Union  had 
well  nigh  been  despaired  of.  The  same  party  bad 
then  brought  this  country  almost  to  the  verge  of  a  revo- 
lution; but  Missouri  was  admitted  without  restrictionSp 
and  the  country  was  saved  from  the  fury  of  the  recklcM 
and  ambitious.  It  was  the  identicsl  spirit  of  fanaticiam,  at 
work  then  aa  now;  the  same  party  that  aspi^red  to  regu- 
late other  men's  business — other  men's  religion  and 
morals. 

But  their  history  slopped  not  there.  We  next  had  beard 
from  them  on  the  subject  of  Sunday  mails.    The  whole 
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eountiy  wm»  for  roonthi  and  yean,  in  ferment  about  the 
impropriety  and  irreligion  of  running  Sunday  mails. 
Your  tablet  were  again  loaded  with  hundredt«  if  not 
Ihousandsi  of  petitions  to  atop  your  mails  throughout 
the  euuntry  on  Sunday— -to  sare  your  souls,  and  quiet 
Ibeir  moat  tender  coiiscience»-7-until  the  report  of  his 
▼ery  honorable  and  veteran  friend  [Colonel  Riobaru  M. 
JoBvsov]  from  Kentucky  had  exposed  ao  efFectually 
their  absurdity  and  folly,  that  all  felt,  in  future,  ashamed 
to  acknowledge  that  they  had  ever  had  the  least  do  with 
io  ridiculous  a  subject <  and'ihoa  they  disappeared  with 
that  shame  which  has  ever  covered  the  folly  of  fanaticism 
when  once  exposed.  Here,  too,  as  on  former  occasions, 
one  might  reasonably  have  supposed  that  the  lesson  of 
experience  would  have  bad  a  remedial  effect.  But  not 
io  with  the  fanatics.  They  have  ever  proven  them* 
selves  blind,  as  well  to  the  lessons  of  experience  as  to 
truth  and  reason.  Tins  folly  had  scarcely  been  exposed 
by  the  report  of  that  veteran  statesman,  [Colonel 
RiOHABs  M.  JoBHSOv,]  which  did  equal  credit  to  his  head 
and  his  heart,  than  you  find  the  same  identical  party 
(with  aome  few  exceptions,)  conjuring  up  some  mighty 
ignis  ftUuut  against  masonry.  It  too,  like  sbvery,  was 
a  curse  in  the  land,  and  against  their  tender  consciences. 
Anti-masonry  became  next  their  watchword,  on  whose 
broad  banners  my  honorable  friends  over  the  way,  on 
my  right,  (allUding  to  Messrs.  J.  Q.  Avaxs  and  F. 
GBAiroBB,)  had  figured  so  conspicuously*  Yes,  sir,  at  one 
time  we  would  have  thought  every  mason  in  the  land, 
by  this  prescriptive  party,  would  have  been  put  tg  the 
rack  I  but  for  the  good  sense  of  the  hardy  democratic 
yeomanry  of  this  country,  who  have  so  often  proved 
competent  to  arrest  the  march  of  the  fanatics,  under 
whatever  name  or  garb  they  may  have  associated,  per- 
baps  their  unhallowed  objects  might  have  been  effected. 
Anti-masonry,  loo,  has  had  its  race,  and  is  fast  becoming 
obaoleie.  The  mighty  bubble  has  burst,  and  shame, 
confusion,  and  reproach,  are  the  only  inheritance  left 
to  iu  authors.  It  was  conceived  in  fully,  as  its  discus- 
sion has  been  in  shame. 

Rebuffed  snd  confuted  in  nearly  every  effort  by  the 
intelligence  of  the  people,  this  spirit  is  yet  sleepless 
in  its  attempts  to  acquire  a  ruling  influence  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  nation.  They  heed  not  defeat  nor  exposure. 
Where  will  you  again  find  them  >  Look  at  the  exclusive 
care  that  tbey  would  have  extemled  to  the  Indranat  mur- 
murs long  and  loud  were  put  up  against«the  policy  of 
moving  the  red  man  from  the  white,  when  every  man  of 
experience  and  practical  knowledge  must  have  known 
that  there  was  no  safety  in  both  living  and  commingling 
together.  Yes,  sir,  petitions  aAer  petitions  crowded  every 
portal  of  this  House  against  the  removal  of  the  poor  In- 
dians, depicting  in  glowing  colors,  and  sdvocated  with  all 
the  flowers  of  rhetoric,  on  this  floor,  setting  forth  the 
^  cruelly  and  impolicy  of  this  act.  It  was  the  blood  of  the 
red  HMn  that  seemed  to  haunt  their  bewildered  imagina- 
tioiMt  and  upon  that  subject,  too,  the  whole  nation  for 
a  while  was  convulsed  to  its  centre,  by  these  self-same 
exclusivcs  of  humanity,  tender  conscience,  and  liberty. 
Wby,  sir,  the  merest  tyro  in  politics  would  laugh  them 
to  scorn.  The  just  policy  of  the  Government,  as  to  the 
removal  of  the  Indians,  has  been  acquiesced  in  by  every 
politician  of  Intelligence,  in  every  portion  of  our  coun- 
try i  snd  the  chimeras  of  fanaticism  have  been  left  to  re- 
coil alone  to  the  disgrsce  and  folly  of  its  authors. 

Blind  yet  to  these  lessons  of  experience,  however,  and 
**  nothing  daunted"  at  oft  exposures,  they  have  now 
aeizedt  with  death-like  grip,  on  that  ill-omened  subject, 
abolition;  and  as  some  fallen  spirits,  determined,  through 
revenge  and  rancor,  to  make  one  last  dying  struggle  to 
regain  the  eminence  they  once  had  held  amongst  their 
followers.  Yes,  abolition  is  now  the  hobby  of  ttiat  same 
deluded  sect  of  potitioians  whose  history  he  had  brought 


up  from  the  primary  days  of  the  republie,  and  had  ahown 
it,  when  acted  out,  to  have  been  a  series  of  political  faU 
Iscies  and  delusions.  This  sbolition  bubble,  too,  must 
burst,  else  this  country  will  be  bathed  in  the  blood  of 
its  noblest  spirits,  snd  its  rivers  impurpled  with  its 
crionson  gore;  and  generation  after  generation  may  roe 
the  blind  fully  of  fanaticism,  spurred  on  either  by  envy, 
revenge,  or  worse  ambition. 

Had  gentlemen  not  already,  from  what  had  passed  at 
the  present  session,  got  some  foretaste  of  the  beauties  of 
abolitionism;  or  was  the  obtundity  of  our  intellect  so 
great  ss  to  require  a  kick  or  s  cuff  to  induce  us  to  take 
a  hint?  He  thought  there  had  been  evidence  enoughs- 
demonstrations  enough— -to  satisfy  every  thinking,  en- 
lightened man,  in  or  out  of  that  House,  what  must  be  the 
inevitable  result  of  even  an  attempt  here  to  carry  out  the 
views  of  the  abolitionists.  He  repeated  it,  that  these 
views  could  not  be  put  in  practice  without  impurplmg 
the  whole  waters  of  the  South  with  the  blood  of  thou- 
sands* Let  no  gentleman  deceive  himself;  the  contrary 
was  an  idle  dream.  While  on  that  subject,  he  would 
tske  an  occasion  to  reply  to  a  remark  ntade  but  a  few 
days  since,  and,  he  had  thought,  for  his  ears. 

An  honorable  gentleman  had  said  that  'Mhe  South 
should  best  mind  its  own  interest;  that  if  any  thing  of  the 
kind  ever  became  necessary,  the  North  and  Kast  had  but 
to  march  an  army  to  the  South,  and  that  they  would 
make  our  own  slaves  conquer  us."  Sir,  little  do  gen- 
tlemen know  of  the  true  feelings  of  Southern  men  and 
Southern  tactics  who  harbor  such  sentiments  as  these. 
Little  must  they  dream  of  the  crimes  they  would  become 
instrumental  in  the  commission  of,  should  such  sn  event 
ever  be  attempted  in  this  devoted  land  of  freemen, 
which  God,  in  his  infinite  mercies,  arrest.  Sir,  would 
gentlemen  believe,  before  the  South  would  permit  that 
or  any  similar  advantage  to  be  taken  of  their  condition 
in  that  way,  that  they  would  be  driven  to  adopt  meaS' 
ures  too  appalling  almost  to  repeat  here  or  to  contem- 
pUte-*at  which  human  nature  itself  would  be  shocked. 
Do  gentlemen  not  know  that  the  South  would  assemble, 
by  thousands,  those  unforluoate  creatures,  and  in  sham* 
bles  have  them  executed  In  cold  blood! 

Sir,  tbey  would  be  driven  to  adopt  such  a  course 
sooner  than  suffer  themselves  to  be  butchered  by  them, 
appalling,  shocking,  revolting,  as  it  would  be  to  every 
feeling  of  humanity;  for  the  laws  of  necessity  admit  of 
neither  rule  nor  mercy.  Have  honorable  gentlemen 
thought  seriously,  who  thus  spoke  slightingly  of  this 
subject?  He  feared  not.  It  was  the  great  fault  common 
to  all  abolitionists.  They  only  thought  of  their  object, 
without  once  thinking  of  the  means  by  which  it  was  to 
be  accomplished;  and  in  that  their  leaders,  no  doubt,  had 
been  guilty  of  a  practical  imposition  on  the  pubHc  mind. 
What  was  their  mode  in  getting  up  these  abominable  pe- 
titiona?  He  spoke  from  such  informati<yi  as  he  had  been 
able  to  procure  on  the  subject.  A  petition  wss  handed 
round,  sometimes  at  their  meetings,  or  Sunday  school^, 
and  at  other  times  privately,  pretty  much,  said  he,  in  this 
way:  The  persons  handing  it  around,  who  were  gene- 
rally of  the  lower  clergy,  addrCRicd  the  signers  thus: 
"My  friend,  I  want  your  sgnaiure  to  this  petition." 
«« What  petition?"  replies  the  signer.  "A' n't  you  against 
slavery '"  says  the  clergyman,  or  his  agent.  «•  O!),  yes," 
aaya  the  signer;  "  it  is  a  most  abominable,  damning  crime 
to  hold  our  fellow-beings  in  bondage !"  ••  Sign  this  pe- 
tition," says  the  applicant,  ''and  show  that  you  arc 
against  it;  and  instruct  our  members  in  Congress  to  abol. 
.  ish  this  heinous  sin,  so  much  against  our  religion  and  free 
institutions.  You,  sir;  you,  madam;  you,  my  young  friend, 
(to  the  boys;)  you,  my  little  miss;"  and,  without  a  fur^ 
ther  explanation  or  comment,  all  sign  the  instructions  to 
regulate  our  action  here.  [You  are  right  in  that,  said 
Mr.  CvsBUAB,  from  New   Hampshire,  to  my  certain 
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knowledge.]  And  in  this  manner,  sir,  (eaid  Mr.  B.,)  are 
•uch  petitions  gotten  up,  and  such  feelings  and  prejudices 
propagfated  throughout  that  country  against  Southern 
men  and  Southern  institution^  which  are  now  shaking 
to  its  centre  every  pillar  that  sustains  our  republican 
freednmt  while*  through  ignorance  or  design*  the  means 
by  which  the  object  of  abolition  is  to  be  effected  are  cau- 
tiously kept  concealed  from  their  unthinking  subscri- 
bers. 

Sir,  why  do  they  not  tell  them  the  truth  when  these 
petitions  are  presented;  and  that,  before  their  object  can 
be  accomplished  on  that  subject,  the  youngest  among 
them  will  lie  cold  beneath  the  silent  sod,  from  the  de- 
crepitude of  old  age{  and  that  the  fairest  portion  of  their 
fellow-companions,  brothers,  friends,  and  playmates, 
will  be  converted  into  soldiers,  many  of  whose  carcasses 
will  be  made  a  prey  fur  the  foul  vulture  and  war-dogs 
of  the  South)  nor  even  then  would  they  have  depicted 
the  half  part  of  the  scene  of  this  threatening,  coming 
havoc.  Sir,  I  ask  my  honorable  friends  from  that  re« 
gion,  have  these  deluded  men,  who  are  advocating  and 
agitating  this  subject,  thus  informed  the  people,  that 
they  are  producing  of  tbexe  consequences  which  must 
flow  from  their  conduct,  if  persisted  in,  as  certsin  as  the 
radiance  of  heaven  is  reflected  in  the  sunbeam^  Sir,  Jf 
they  have,  what  demon  baa  dsred  to  put  his  hand  to  pen 
to  invite  such  afflictions  to  lay  waste,  by  kindred  slaugh- 
ter, the  fairest  fields  of  this  mighiy  empire  of  republican 
freemen?  No,  str{  no,  sir(  I  cannot,  I  will  not,  believe 
it(  they  have  been  deceived {  they  have  deceived  them- 
helve«;  there  cannot  be  such  fiends  in  human  shspe, 
either  in  the  North,  the  East,  West,  or  South.  They 
have  not  been  taught  *<  the  cost  of  such  a  job,*'  its  price 
of  blood,  of  treaaure,  of  toil,  and  of  human  carnage;  and 
all  this  to  be  b'onght  about  by  the  *<meek  and  lowly 
followers  of  the  Father  of  Peace!" 

Let  me  entreat,  said  Mr.  B.,  moat  kindly  and  tenderly, 
honorable  gentlemen  who  now  occupy  seats  on  this  floor, 
who  represent  districts  where  the  moral  sense  of  the  com- 
munity is  rotten  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  from  their 
entire  ignorance  of  its  condition  and  identity  with  our 
institutions,  to  return  home  and  endeavor  to  correct  and 
enlighten  their  misguided  zeal,  and  place  before  them,  in 
(heir  true  and  unalterable  colors,  the' baleful  results  that 
roust  be  inevitably  consequent  to  the  cultivation  of  such 
prejudices  againat  one  portion  of  this  community  by  the 
other.  Let  them  be  taught  the  calamities  that  they  in- 
vite by  their  acts  to  visit  this,  **  their  own  native  soil." 
Let  the  truth  in  relation  to  this  subject  be  proekimed, 
tbst  every  man  in  future  may  mistake  not  the  evil  hour 
of  bis  country's  afflictions,  so  tijat,  with  seeing  eyes  and 
hearing  ears,  he  may  embrace  the  dire  fruits  of  a  mis- 
guided frenzy  and  fiend-like  fanaticism.  It  was  due  to 
their  country's  peace  and  safety  to  enter  their  remon- 
strance against  the  progress  of  doctrines  so  monstrous, 
and  pregnant  wim  such  a  train  of  evils.  Let  them  be  in- 
duced to  look  nearer  home  for  objects  of  their  sympathy 
ftnd  charity;  and  he  doubted  if  there  be  not  many  more 
entitled  to  them  near  their  own  household  than  the  sable 
Africanii,  whether  they  are  to  reside  in  Texas  or  the 
United  Stales. 

It  had  been  remarked,  by  a  distinguished  author,  that 
nothing  was  more  common  than  to  find  men  of  ability 
and  intelligence,  from  a  false  philanthropy,  in  distant 
lands  in  search  of  evils  to  reform,  while  around  their 
own  doors,  unheeded,  swarmed  innumerable  abuses,  cry- 
ing aloud  for  every  correction  and  alltviation  that  the 
ingenuity  of  man  could  invent.  Individuals,  as  well  as 
communities,  before  they  look  abroad,  should  first  turn 
their  eyes  towards  home,  and  see  if  nothing  there  requi- 
red the  hand  of  reform.  He  had  no  disposition  to  make 
any  invidious  comparison  of  the  poor,  the  wretched,  or 
oppressed,  between  any  sections  of  this  country;  but  he 


doubted  not  that  there  was  as  little  to  be  found  at  tbe 
south  and  southwest  of  this  as  in  any  section  of  country 
on  the  face  of  the  globe;  and,  if  there  were  tears  to  bo 
shed  for  suffering  humanity,  gentlemen  might  find  ob* 
jects  much  more  entitled  to  them  in  another  quarter t 
perhaps  these  nickAamed  philanthropists  might  find  them 
much  nearer  home,  if  not  in  their  own  household. 

He  had  been  led  to  make  this  digression,  somewhat, 
on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  abolition,  because  he  now 
saw  that  it  was  the  only  efficient  cause  of  the  opposition 
to  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas.  He 
did  not  believe  that  honorable  gentlemen  could  lay  their 
hands  on  their  hearts,  at  this  time,  and  say  that  it  was 
not  the  efficient  one  that  prompted  tfiis  opposition.  W« 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  inatitution  of  slavery  in 
Texas,  unless  we  undertake  to  regulate  the  institutione 
of  the  world;  snd  if  the  opposition  aroae  from  a  jealousy 
that  it  might  at  some  future  day  add  political  weight  or 
influence  to  the  Southern  States,  tbst  fact,  too,  ahould 
be  known  for  history's  sake.  The  South  ahould  not 
longer  be  deceived  in  believing  that  we  meet  here  to  le- 
gislate for  the  general  advantage  of  all  aecUons  of  our 
country.  If  their  institutions  were  so  odious  to  any  por- 
tion of  our  brethren  as  to  induce  them  to  withhold  jus- 
tice from  a  gallant  though  infant  httle  republic,  at  rug- 
gling  to  burst  asunder  the  fetters  that  have  hitherto 
bound  her  to  the  yoke  of  despotism,  snd  emerge  to  the 
rank  of  independent  nations  in  consequence  of  the  sim<- 
ilarity  of  its  institutions  to  our  own,  there  was  no  longer 
safety  nor  security  in  relying  on  our  councils  for  pro- 
tection here.  If  such  a  jealousy  of  our  weight  (so  en« 
tirely  dependent  on  remote  future  contingencies)  snd 
prosperity  was  tolerated  in  any  quarter  of  this  republic, 
the  South  should  know  it,  and  prepare  to  rest  on  their 
own  arms  and  their  own  resources  in  all  future  contin- 
gencies. The  grestest  enemies  to  the  peace,  the  har- 
mony, the  happiness,  prosperity,  and  durability  of  this 
Government,  were  not  to  be  found  in  the  South;  the 
worst  enemies  to  our  liberty,  and  to  humanity,  were  to 
be  found  in  that  section  where  the  spirit  of  abolition  and 
diaappointed  political  ambition  had  mostly  prevailetl;  it 
was  where  the  moral  sense  was  rotten  to  the  core  by  the 
indulgence  of  a  religious  frenzy  and  fanaticism*  There, 
and  amongst  them,  abided  the  worst  enemies  to  this 
Government,  to  the  Union,  snd  its  liberty.  It  was  there 
where  all  .eyes  should  be  turned,  snd  which  should  elicit 
all  the  patriuVs  care;  it  was  they  tbst  must  be  subdued, 
conquered,  or  reformed,  or  this  nstion  was  In  twsint 
they  were  the  true  srch  enemies  of  our  |>esee  snd  our 
Union,  with  a  predetermined  opposition  to  every  meas- 
ure with  which  Southern  interests  or  the  subject  of  sis- 
very  was  connected,  directly  or  remotely. 

But,  sir,  said  he,  I  will  here  leave  this  branch  of  the 
subject,  and  he  hoped  fore? er. 

This  Government  and  its  authorities,  if  he  bad  not  been 
incorrectly  informed,  had  already  done,  exneentUaUt 
what  it  was  proposed  in  eflfect  to  be  done  by  the  amend« 
ment  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolios« 
[Mr.  TaoHrsoir,]  then  on  the  table.  He  had  been  in- 
formed, from  the  best  authority,  that  the  civil  authori- 
ties at  New  Orleans  hsd  seized  a  Texian  vessel,  for  some 
supposed  or  resl  offence  committed  on  our  commereei 
snd  a  regular  judicial  investigation  hsd  been  gone  through 
with,  in  which  both  the  vessel  and  crew  had  been  treat- 
ed as  belonging  to  the  Government  of  Texasi  and  not 
that  of  Mexico.  There,  then,  was  a  virtual  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  Government  of  Texas,  from  the  very  neces- 
sity of  the  esse,  on  the  part  of  our  authorities,  which 
went  far  to  establish  thst  necessity  of  recognition  for 
which  he  had  before  contended..  That,  he  insisted,  had 
not  been  all.  He  had  learnt,  from  the  higheat  authority, 
that  since  the  miniater  of  that  Government,  (Colonel 
Wharton,)  from  whom,   and  his  Secretary,   (Colonel 
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Wolfi)  he  confessed  himself  indebted  for  much  informa- 
tion he  bad  on  thataubject,  had  been  at  that  court,  that 
one  of  the  first  officers  in  the  cabinet  of  President  Jack- 
son (and  it  migflit  be  deemed,  In  part,  a  cabinet  measure) 
bad  also  calleid  on  the  minister  from  Texas  either  for 
reparation  or  explanation  for  certain  acts  committed  by 
the  Texian  navy  or  commerce,  on  that  of  the  United 
States)  treatinijr  Texas  thereby,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poaes,  as  the  de  faelo  Government,  and  acknowledging, 
•*•  ip9ofiielOt**  her  independence. 

He  had  understood,  too,  that  notes  or  communications 
bad  been  received  by  the  representative  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Texas,  from  him  then  highest  in  authority,  in 
which  that  representative  had  been  addresaed  as  the 
miniater  or  representative  of  the  Government  cf  Texaa. 
Here,  then,  was  a  virtual  recognition  of  a  fact,  from  the 
very  necessity  of  the  esse,  by  both  the  beads  of  the  de- 
partment and  the  civil  and  judicial  authorities  of  the 
country,  which  this  House  was  about  to  shrink  from,  to, 
in  his  judgment,  its  eternal  shame  and  degradation;  from 
a  spirit  of  pusillanimity,  or  what  was,  if  possible,  worse, 
of  envy  and  jealousy  of  its  redounding  to  the  advantage 
of  one  section  of  this  country  more  than  another;  or  from 
some  apprehension  that  it  might  directly  or  indirectly 
affect  that  subject  which  seems  now  to  threaten  ua  of 
-being  the  Pandora's  box  of  all  our  future  mischiefs,  in- 
fecting our  whole  political  atmosphere  with  discords 
and  «*  furies  damned,"  crying  aloud  for  havoc  and  civil 
war.  But  upon  that  subject  be  had  said  enough;  he  had 
conaidered  the  whole  of  it,  in  every  variety  of  form  with 
which  it  had  presented  itself  to  his  mind;  and  on  no  sub- 
ject had  be  ever  come  to  a  more  satisfactory  conclusion, 
as  to  the  justice,  expediency,  and  necessity,  of  the  meas- 
ure, than  the  immediate  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  the  republic  of  Texas,  and  the  indication  of  the  feel- 
ings of  this  body,  by  the  adoption  of  the  measure  on  the 
table;  for  which  I  am  now  ready,  henceforth  and  forever, 
to  throw  myself  upon  the  judgment  of  my  God  and  my 
country. 

[Before  Mr.  Bthuk  had  concluded  his  speech,  the 
whole  of  which  is  given  abore,  be  gave  way  to 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  who  moved  that 
the  committee  nse;  and  the  question  being  taken  by  tel- 
itrt,  the  vote  was:  Yeas  26,  nsys  86^no  quorum. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  moved  that  the  committee  rise 
«od  report  that  fact  to  the  House;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Tb^  Speaker  having  resunned  the  chair,  and  the  chair- 
man tiaving  reported  the  fact  that  the  committee  had 
found  itself  without  a  quorum, 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.    VANDBRPOBL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nsys;. 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  30,  nays  105. 

The  House  again  went  into  committee,  at  10  o'clock 
P.  M.  and 

Mr.  BYNUM  concluded  his  remarks.] 

Wlust  mt,  Brmrsi  had  concluded, 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  took  the  floor,  and  addressed  the 
Chair  as  foHows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  must  apolog'ze  to  tlie  House  for  re- 
queating  their  attention  for  a  short  space  of  time,  while 
1  attempt  to  disabuse  the  people  of  Texas  from  the  vast 
contumely  and  misrepresentation  (unintentional,  no 
doubt)  which  have  been  thrown  upon  them  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Masoxt,]  and  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Hoar.]  Sen- 
sible aa  I  am  that  neither  of  the  honorable  gentlemen 
would  knowingly,  or  intentionally,  either  injure  pr  mis- 
repreaent  the  Government  or  an  individual  of  Texas,  it 
becomes  the  nM>re  necessary,  on  my  part,  to  present 
such  a  body  of  facta  to  Congress  as  will  explain  the 
original  cauae  of  the  settlement  of  American  citizens  in 
Texas,  the  inducements  and  guarantees  held  out  to  them, 
the  obligations  imposed  upon  them,  and  a  historical  de- 
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tail  of  the  rise,  progress,  and  operation  of  those  causes 
of  complaint,  of  oppression,  injustice,  and  despotism, 
which  were  practised  by  th^  mother  Government,  which 
created  late  civil  wars  in  Texss,  and  which  finally  led  to 
the  establishment  of  the  independence  of  those  provinces. 
The  high  character  which  both  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
men have  in  this  House  and  elsewhere,  for  talents  and  in- 
telligence of  the  first  order,  would  at  once  forbid  the  at- 
tempt, on  my  part,  to  measure  strength  with  them  in  po- 
litical discussions  upon  any  subject,  when  such  fearful 
odds  are  arrayed  against  me.  But,  sir,  with  one  single  ad- 
vantage only,  I  will  peril  myself  inthis  conflict.  I  hold  the 
sword  of  Truth  in  one  hanri,  and  the  eternal  principlea 
of  Justice  in  the  other.  With  these  I  will  go  forth,  con- 
quering and  to  conquer;  and  I  will  not  only  promise  the 
gentlemen  themselves,  but  all  mankind,  and  as  many  of 
the  ladies  as  are  here  to  listen  to  me,  that  they  have  been 
misinformed,  deluded,  and  wholly  mistaken,  in  the  his- 
tory and  facts  appertaining  to  the  connexion  and  final 
separation  of  Texas  and  Mexico.  They  have  been  mis- 
informed in  regard  to  the  charscter  of  the  emigrants  to 
that  country,  the  motives  of  their  action,  and  the  wrongs 
they  have  suffered.  Many  of  them  I  know  personally; 
many  of  theni  are  my  friends— have  been  my  constitu- 
ents; are  equal,  in  point  of  talents,  respectability,  and 
high^ouled  patriotism,  to  any  gentleman  on  this  floor. 
Many  who  have  gone  to  that  country  have  been  members 
of  Congress,  of  State  Legislatures,  judges  of  courts  or 
occupied  other  high  stations  under  this  Government.  I 
cannot  consent  to  class  these  with  the  outlaws,  the  prof- 
ligate, the  banditti,  and  fugitives  from  justice,  which  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  seems  to  suppose  constitute  the 
mass  of  population  in  Texas.  1  ask  that  gentleman  to 
distrust  his  informat\on;  if  he  has  registered  upon  hiA 
memory  the  facts  in  relation  to  Texas  that  he  has  dis- 
closed here  to-night,  I  beg  him  to  blot  them  out  forever. 
That  no  trace  of  them  be  left,  I  solicit  him  to  go  to  the 
other  branch  of  this  Legislature,  where  the  expunging 
process  seems  to  be  in  operation,  and  have  every  particle 
of  it  expunged,  secundum  artem,  from  his  mind. 

I  live  in  a  section  of  the  country  convenient  to  Texas, 
where  the  intercourse  between  us  is  quite  frequent; 
where  our  communications  are  uninterrupted;  where 
many  of  the  friends,  relatives,  and  connexions  of  my 
constituents  have  locsted  themselves;  and  I  claim  the 
right  to  know  aomething  of  the  nature  and  character  of 
the  whole  controversy.  As  time  is  precious,  I  will  run 
rapidly  over  the  main  facts  in  relation  to  this  matter, 
with  the  hope  that,  when  the  House  shall  be  put  in  full 
possession  thereof,  neither  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
independence  of  Texsa,  nor  a  salary  and  outfit  fur  a  min- 
ister, will  be  withheld  from  that  country.  Antecedent 
to  the  esisblishment  of  the  imperial  Government  under 
Iturbide,  in  May,  1822,  and  while  'these  colonies  were 
struggling  for  independence  from  the  y«.ke  of  <»ld  Spain, 
many  Americans  engaged  in  the  Mexican  service,  to  aid 
and  assist  in  achieving  that  independence  for  the  South 
American  provinces,  which  was  achieved.  For  these 
servicer  the  new  Government  hsd  nothing  to  give,  but 
promised  those  enterprising  Americans  large  bounties 
in  land.  Amongst  othera  of  that  day  (who  fought  in  the 
Mexican  wars^  of  my  acquaintance,  there  is  one  deserv- 
ing of  particular  mention;  I  mean  Colonel  Reuben  Kns9, 
of  Tennessee.  I  believe  he  was  a  native  of  Virginia. 
He  had  a  colonel's  command  in  the  Mexican  service,  and 
went  through  many  hard-fought  battles  with  the  royal 
forces,  and  upon  one  memorable  occasion,  when  he  was 
in  command  in  an  engagement,  the  various  evolutions 
which  are  frequent  in  battles  brought  him  in  contact 
with  the  commander  of  the  royal  forces,  both  on  horae- 
back.  The  intrepid  and  gallant  Boss,  whose  soul  burnt 
high  with  patriotism  and  noble  daring,  attacked  the  Don 
in  single  combat.     The  Spaniard  fell,  and  Boss  lost  a 
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finger.  The  Government  of  Mexico  'awarded  him  a 
large  body  of  land  in  Texas.  He  was  my  constituent; 
be  lived  then  in  a  district  I  bad  the  honor  of  represent- 
ing in  the  Senate  of  Tennessee.  After  the  independence 
of  the  country  was  established,  and  the  authority  of  old 
Spain  had  ceased,  Colonel  Ross  procured  his  grants  for 
the  lands,  and  upon  his  return  home  he  was  treacherous- 
ly murdered,  with  most  of  his  company,  in  the  Mexican 
dominions,  by  those  same  Spaniards  whom  he  bad  so 
long  and  80  nobly  fought  to  mske  free.  I  mention  this 
fact  to  show  that  many  of  the  Americans  fought  fur  the 
Mexicans  then,  as  well  as  they  have  fought  for  the  Tex- 
ians  since— that  these  lands  were  dearly  bought.  1 
could,  if  time  would  permit,  cite  many  daring  deeds  of 
valor  performed  by  Ross  and  others,  which  equal  the 
battle  of  Jacinto,  the  Alamo,  or  any  other,  agamst  the 
armies  of  old  Spain.  I  contend  that  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment has  less  reason  to  complain  of  an  interference 
by  volunteers  frt)ro  the  United  Slates,  and  of  the  propri- 
ety of  our  acknowler^gment  of  ihe  Texian  independ- 
ence, than  any  people  upon  (he  face  of  the  earth.  It 
was  precisely  what  she  implored  of  our  citizens  in  her 
contest  with  old  Spain.  She  sought  the  aid  of  our  citi- 
zena  to  fight  her  battles.  She  sought  our  sympathies 
and  our  prayers  for  her  success.  She 'sought  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  her  independence,  while  the  royal 
armies  were  yet  in  some  portions  of  the  country,  and  in 
possession  of  some  of  the  strongest  forts.  She  obtained 
it  all.  And,  presupposing  that  every  word  of  complaint 
wh'ch  has  been  so  dolefully  uttered  by  the  gentlemen 
from  Ohio  and  Massachubcits,  in  regard  to  our  enter- 
prisipg  young  men  seeking  service  in  the  armies  of  Tex- 
as, ia  ti  ue,  it  is  no  more  than  was  solicited,  accepted, 
and  sanctioned  with  great  jay  by  the  Mexicans,  upon 
precisely  a  similar  occasion,  between  them  and  old 
Spain.  Mexico  was  extremely  willing  to  receive  the 
voluntary  aid  of  our  enterprising  men  thent  but,  like  the 
lawyer's  ox  that  was  gored  by  the  bull  of  the  farmer,  it 
altera  the  case  now. 

Dut  to  proceed  with  the  history:  Revolution  succeeded 
revolution  in  the  South  American  provinces  and  Span- 
i»h  North  America.  In  May,  1822,  General  Iturbide, 
by  fraud,  force,  and  the  assistance  of  the  Catholic  priest- 
hood, (who  are  in  all  countries  more  opposed  to  repub« 
lican  government  and  the  liberty'of  man  than  any  other 
sect,)  established  an  imperial  Government,  and  was  cho- 
sen Emperor.  The  example  of  our  Government,  which 
lay  contiguous,  and  the  germea  of  liberty  which  be^an  to 
sprout  from  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  our  institutions, 
and  an  intermixture  with  a  few  of  our  men  in  their  ar- 
mies, in  a  short  time  produced  another  revolution.  Itur- 
bide  was  dethroned,  a  sentence  of  baniahment  was  pass- 
ed upon  him  I  he  went  into  exile,  returned,  was  taken 
captive,  and  shot.  Victoria  was  elected  by  the  people; 
a  republicin  constitution  was  formed,  modelled  in  most 
of  its  leading  principles  in  imiial-on  of  that  of  the 
United  States;  notwithstanding  this,  he  had  to  encounter 
civil  wars,  conspiracies,  treasons,  and  rebellions,  during 
all  his  administration.  Pedrazza,  elected  successor  to 
Victoria,  was  in  a  short  time  deposed  by  Guerrero,  who 
in  his  turn  was  deposed  to  Bustamente,  an^l  at  length 
he  was  deposed  and  driven  into  exile  by  the  modern 
Napoleon  of  the  South,  Santa  Anna,  who  had  waded 
through  seas  of  blood,  and  mountains  of  carnage,  and  the 
perfidy  of  the  prieathood,  to  empire.  He  abolished  the 
Congress  of  the  republic  by  a  military  decree,  organ- 
ized a  tribunal  composed  of  his  own  creatures  in  its 
place,  merely  to  register  his  despotic  decrees.  He 
abolished  the  local  legislatures,  established  military  and 
arbitrary  tribunals  in  their  place,  abolished  the  trial  by 
jury,  and  settled  down  in  a  complete  despotism  of  the 
worst  kind,  because  it  was  a  military  one.  To  this  pros- 
tration of  the  constitution  that  he  bad  sworn  and  fought 


to  support,  the  overthrowing  of  a  government  of  liberty 
and  laws,  the  abolishment  of  the  trial  by  jury,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  military  despotism,  the  people  of 
Texas  objected.  There  was  much  of  that  Anglo-Saxon 
blood,  deacended  from  that  immortal  band  of  Bngliah- 
men  who  took  their  honor  in  one  band  and  their  aword 
in  the  other^  and  obtained  magna  eharta  from  King  John. 

Santa  Anna  being  enraged  at  the  thought  of  resistance 
to  his  decrees  from  a  few  thousand  Texians,  when  he  had 
fought  and  conquered  through  millions  until  the  imperi- 
al diadem  was  ready  to  be  placed  upm  his  head,  swore 
utter  extermination  from  the  face  of  the  earth  of  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Texas,  and  particularly  of  the  North 
American  or  Anglo-Saxon  race,  not  even  sparing  the 
women  and  children.  With  this  view  be  atarted  for 
Texas  at  the  bead  of  his  hosts,  to  execute  bis  infernal 
purpose.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  becomes  necessary  for 
me  to  leave  him  upon  the  road  to  Texas,  and  return  to 
that  gallant  people,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  up  their 
history  from  where  I  left  it,  in  the  handa  of  the  gallant 
Ross,  before  the  establishment  of  the  empire,  under 
Iturbide.  It  will  be  held  in  remembrance  that  Ross  and 
othera  received  grants  for  their  services,  performed 
against  the  royal  forces  of  old  Spain,  before  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  independence  of  Texas.  During 
all  the  civil  wars  and  convulaions,  conspiracies  and  rebel- 
lions, that  look  place  in  the  Mexican  republic,  from  the 
establishment  of  their  federal  constitution,  in  1824,  the 
Government  had  been  inviting  foreigners  from  every 
country  to  go  and  settle  in  Texas,  and  carry  as  many 
families  as  possible;  every  inducement  waa  held  out  to 
invite  emigration  thither;  large  bounties  of  land  were 
offered  for  this  purpose.  The  reason  for  ihia  proceed- 
ing was  obvious.  Being  torn  to  pieces  by  civil  and  cen- 
tral revolutions,  which  aucceeded  each  other  in  rapid 
succession,  their  financea  were  exhausted,  their  armies 
were  wasting  away  in  civil  wars,  their  convulsions  were 
so  quick  and  terrible  that  they  could  not  spare  either 
men  or  money  to  defend,  the  frontiers  against  the  habit- 
ual attacks  of  the  Camanche  and  other  hostile  Indian 
tribes.  Such  a  scourge  had  thoae  Indians  become  to 
the  frontier  seltlemenU  and  to  Texas,  that  they  at  pleas- 
ure overran  the  Spanish  towns  and  villages,  took  the  ia> 
habitants  into  captivity,  and  made  servanta  of  them.  Ia 
other  instances  these  hordes  of  barbarians  would  take 
possession  of  the  frontier  towns,  compel  the  Inhabitants 
who  were  large  owners  of  stock,  to  go  and  drive  up 
their  own  horses,  mules,  and  cattle,  until  theae  Indiana 
would  select  all  the  most  vslusble  of  tbem,  and  diive 
them  off,  after  committing  acts  of  rapine  and  murder  of 
the  most  atrocious  character  upon  the  inhabitants,  and  no 
help  could  be  received  from  the  Government  of  Mexico. 

I'hese  enormities  were  repealed  year  af^er  year,  and 
no  prospect  of  better  things  waa  in  anticipation.  To 
stop  those  lawless  excursions  of  plunder,  murder,  and 
robbery,  to  beat  ^sck  those  ferocious  bsrberiana,  und 
protect  the  Spaniah  citizens  who  were  the  annual  vic- 
tims of  rapine  and  violence,  the  Mexican  Guvernment 
adopted  the  only  practicable  mode  of  affording  that  re- 
lief that  ahe  had  in  her  power  to  render.  It  was  to 
make  large  grants  of  land  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  who  would  either  pay  money  at  a  stipulated  price 
into  their  empty  coffers,  or  who  would  settle  down  with 
one,  two,  three,  or  four  hundred  families,  upon  those 
lands,  and  defend  the  country  from  the  savage  inroads. 

I  personally  kpew  of  some  companies  who  were  or- 
ganized in  Tennessee.  They  elected  their  representa- 
tives, sent  them  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  publicly  and  no- 
toriously, without  any  guile,  fraud,  or  circumvention, 
to  negotiate  thia  business.  1  will  mention  the  names  of 
three  of  these  representatives  or  ambaaaadora,  who  were 
despatched  upon  thia  miasion:  Colonel  Andrew  Erwin, 
who  had  been  for  a  number  of  years  a  member  of  the 
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North  Carolina  and  also  Tennessee  Legislatures,  and  a 
gentleman  of  considerable  talents  and  experience,  to- 
gether with  Doctor  Douglass  and  Colonel  John  D.  Mar- 
tin, a  lawyer  of  high  standing.  They  went,  as  well  as 
the  representatives  from  other  companies^  to  the  C'ty  of 
Mexico,  and  remained  some  months  upon  the  business  of 
this  mission. 

After  a  full  examination  of  the  constitution  of  1834, 
establishing  a  Federal  Government,  with  full  guarantees 
for  the  perfect  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty,  and  property,, 
and  a  toleration  of  iheir  religion,  and  other  rights  and 
immi^nities  similar  to  our  own,  a  number  of  purchases 
were  made,  mostly  for  the  consideration  of  obtaining 
settlers  upon  those  lands.  Grants  were  issued.  The 
grantees  procured  settlers,  and  emigrated  to  the  country. 
Immediately  upon  these  events,  the  savage  roamed  no 
longer  in  hostile  array  over  the  plains  of  Texas.  They 
were  beat  back  into  their  own  boundaries.  The  toma- 
hawk and  scalping-knife  rested  from  their  labors.  The 
Spaniard  sat  down  under  his  own  vine  and  fig  tree,  and 
enjoyed  his  property  and  the  fruits  of  his  industry  in 
peace.  The  Anglo-Saxon  blood  which  had  got  into  the 
country  was  a  perfect  guarantee  against  lawless  depre- 
dation. The  settlers  furnished  their  own  guns,  their 
own  provisions^  their  own  aitimunition;  the  Mexican 
Government  did  not  even  furnish  so  much  as  one  flint 
to  aid  in  this  matter. 

But  the  frontier  settlements  were  secured,  when 
Bustamente  undertook  to  overthrow  the  liberties  of  his 
country,  in  one  of  the  many  Mexican  revolutions.  Santa 
Anna  declared  himself  the  champion  of  the  constitution 
of  1824,  the  defender  of  the  Federal  Government.  He 
had  previous  to  that  defeated  the  last  mad  expedition 
that  had  been  sent  out  by  old  Spain  to  subjugate  the 
South  American  provinces.  He  became  the  hero  of 
Tampico.  The  patriots  of  Mexico  looked  to  him  to  put 
down  the  tyrant  Bustamente.  The  Texians  hoisted  his 
flag — it  was  considered  then  the  flag  of  liberty — they 
took  two  forts  with  their  rifles,  and  left  Santa  Anna  to 
operate  in  the  centre,  without  having  a  foe  in  their  coun- 
try. He  did  operate)  he  deposed  Bustamente.  But,  to 
the  great  mortification  and  dissppointment  of  all  the 
friends  of  liberty  throughout  the  world,  he  g^t  into 
power  under  pretence  or  patriotism,  and  instantly  over- 
turned the  constitution  of  his  country.  He  started  to 
Hvet  the  chains  of  despotism  by  abolishing  free  govern- 
nrient,  and  substituting  a  military  one,  in  the  manner  I 
before  related.  He  came.  The  splendid  defence  of 
Colonel  Fanning,  in  destroying  nine  hundred  of  Santa 
Annans  men  with  less  than  half  that  number,  and  placing 
hors  de  combat  several  hundreds  of  others,  will  live  im- 
mortal in  story {  and  notwithstanding  the  warrior  and  his 
brave  little  band  have  sunk  into  the  tomb  by  the  black- 
est  treachery,  instead  of  the  force  of  the  Spainard's 
prowess,  yet  ages  unborn  will  drop  a  tear  of  admiration 
and  sympathy  upon  the  tombs  of  those  immolated  he- 
roes, as  they  pass  the  fated  spot. 

Next  in  order  is  the  Alamo,  where  the  brave  and  gal- 
lant Crocket^  with  his  one  hundred  and  flfty  compeers, 
beaded  by  himself  and  Colonel  Travis,  made  a  defence 
against  flve-and-twenty  hundred  Mexicans,  which  would 
do  honor  to  any  general  in  any  age.  And  although 
they  fell,  they  fell  like  the  strong  man  of  old  $  they  pull- 
ed down  the  pillars  of  Santa  Anna's  strength  with  them; 
for  that  immortal  little  band  destroyed  fourteen  hundred 
of  the  enemies  of  liberty,  and  shed  a  lustre  of  immortal- 
ity around  their  names  which  will  secure  them  the 
brightest  page  in  history.  Their  heroic  deeds  will  be 
told  in  poetry  and  song  to  generations  yet  unborn,  and 
the  blood  that  was  shed  at  the  Aljimo  will  generate  mil- 
lions of  men,  to  fight  the  battles  of  freedom  throughout 
the  world. 

A  brilliant  feat  is  yet  to  follow.  Houston  and  his  army 


were  alive,  and  the  God  of  battles  was  with  them.~  The 
battle  of  San  Jacinto  soon  followed,  which  sealed  the 
tyrant's  fate,  redeeming  a  country  from  bondage,  and 
proved  to  the  world  that  tyranny  and  oppression  cannot 
prevail  against  that  indomitable  Anglo-Saxon  spirit 
which  is  now  pervading  the  whole  earth. 

f  have,  Mr.  Chairman,  given  a  brief  history  of  the 
rise  and  progress  of  the  Texas  settlement  and  revolu- 
tion, and  placed  the  relations  in  which  Texas  stood  to 
Mexico  in  a  fair  point  of  view,  so  that  it  mSy  be  under- 
stood by  the  House.  I  shall,  as  briefly  as  possible,  an- 
swer some  of  the  objections  that  have  been  made  by  the 
honorable  gentlemen  from  Ohio  and  Massachusetts  to 
any  immediate  action  upon  this  subject.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  seems  to  suppose,  flrst,  that  the  people 
of  Texas  should  have  waited  longer,  and  petitioned  the 
Mexican  Government  for  a  redress  of  grievances;  and, 
secondly,  that  our  Government  should  give  notice  to 
Mexico,  before  we  acknowledge  the  independence  of 
Texas.  I  will  examine  these  points  in  the  order  they 
are  presented.  The  Texian  Government  selected  one 
of  her  favorite  sonv,  Austin,  whose  father  had  obtained 
large  grants  in  Texas,  to  go  to  Mexico,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  petitioning  for  a  redress  of  grievances,  and 
such  modifications  in  the  local  Government  as  suited  the 
condition  of  the  people,  and  which  it  would  have  been 
honorable  to  Mexico  to  grant.  But,  behold,  she  pjaced 
the  agent  in  irons,  kept  him  near  twelve  months  in  con- 
finement; and  no  person  could  carry  a  petition,  unless 
at  the  risk  of  his  life,  or  incarceration  in  a  dungeon. 
An  order  had  already  been  issued  to  disarm  the  people 
of  Texa?,  preparatory  to  their  overthrow.  The  ap- 
proaching crisis  was  too  manifest  and  plain;  and  if  I  had 
been  a  Texian,  I  should  not  have  carried  a  petition  for 
a  redress  of  grievances,  when  the  certain  reward  was  a 
pair  of  handcuffs  and  the  four  walls  of  a  prison. 

The  second  point  my  friend  from  Ohio  has  presented 
for  our  consideration  is,  that  we  should  give  notice  to 
Mexico  that  we  intend  to  acknowledge  the  independence 
of  Texas.  This  is  certainly  a  new  theory.  There  is  no 
precedent  upon  earth  for  it.  The  United  States  ac- 
knowledged the  independence  of  all  the  South  American 
provinces,  without  giving  any  notification  to  old  Spain 
in  regard  to  it.  France,  Spain,  Holland,  and  the  bal- 
ance of  the  European  Governments,  acknowledged  the 
independence  of'the  United  States,  without  notifying 
England  thereof.  We  have  only  to  look  to  the  Govern- 
ment defado,  as  has  been  most  abundantly  proven  by 
my  friend  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Bthum,]  and  are 
only  bound  to  consult  our  own  interest,  discretion,  and 
honor.  Whenever  we  conclude  that  a  Government  is, 
in  fact,  independent,  and  is  capable  of  fulfilling  its  obli- 
gations, as  a  nation,  to  the  rest  of  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
we  can  acknowledge  her  independence  without  violating 
the  law  of  nations  or  any  moral  obligation.  France, 
Spain,  and  Holland,  acknowledged  our  independence  be- 
fore it  was  schieved  entirely,  and  we  acknowledged  the 
independence  of  Mexico  while  the  royal  armies  of  Spain 
were  in  possession  of  the  strongest  forts  In  the  country. 
f  assert,  sir,  there  is  not  now  a  Mexican  foot  that  can 
tread  upon  the  Texian  soil.  There  is  not  one  opposing 
man  in  the  country.  Texas,  at-  this  day,  is  more  free 
than  Mexico  was  when  she  received  our  acknowledg- 
ment, or  than  we  were  when  we  received  that  of  France, 
Spain,  and  Holland.  But  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Mason]  complains  that  it  is  too  soon — that  Texas  has  not 
been  independent  long  enough.  I  answer,  that  I  have 
read  much  in  the  law  books  about  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions barring  certain  remedies  respecting  private  rights, 
and  sometimes  in  relation  to  public  concerns  of  a  muni- 
cipal character;  but  I  have  never  read  in  any  book  that 
the  stattite  of  limitations  can  be  brought  to  bar  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  independence  of  a  nation;  and  I 
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will  venture  to  anert  that  it  ran  be  found  nowhere  un- 
less it  is  in  Mason's  reports.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken 
in  another  position.  The  President  of  the  United  States 
did  issue  orders  to  all  the  proper  authorities  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  to  see  that  the  laws  of  neutrality  were 
executed,  and  which  prohibited  the  American  people 
from  engaging  in  the  war  between  the  Mexicans  and 
Texians.  So  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  fulfilled  the 
law(  but  if  the  adventurous  men  of  the  West  bad  thought 
proper  to  engage  in  this  war,  five  hundred  thousand  men 
could  not  have  guarded  all  the  passes  on  a  coast  which 
is,  by  land  and  sea,  a  thousand  miles  long.  It  is  useless 
to  think  of  it.  If  adventurous  men  thought  proper  to 
engage  in  this  revolution,  without  the  authority  of  Gov- 
ernment, there  is  not  a  man  in  the  United  ptates,  I  ap- 
prehend, who  supposes  that  to  be  a  cause  of  war  with 
Mexico.  Are  not  large  armies  of  volunteers,  both  from 
England  and  France,  at  this  moment  engaged  in  the 
civil  wars  of  Spain'  How  many  foreigners  engaged  in 
the  late  revolution  in  Greece?  Have  not  the  Swiss  troops 
been  hired  by  every  nation  in  Europe  who  would  em- 
ploy them?  Yet  this  is  no  cause  of  war  against  their 
Government.  It  is  true  that  war  might  grow  out  of  that, 
or  any  thing  else;  but  it  might  g^w  out  of  any  thing  else 
as  well  as  that.  It  cannot  be  seriously  contended  that, 
by  the  law  of  nations,  it  is  a  cause  of  war)  and  will  not, 
1  am  sure. 

I  will  now  take  up  the  objections  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  and  dispose  ttf  theip  in  their  order. 
I  hsve  always  listened  to  that  gentleman  with  pleasure. 
And  often  with  profit.  I  am  eohfiflent  that  hia  ear  haa 
been  greatly  abused  by  the  slaiMerers  of  Texas.  He 
supposes  that  an  unauthorized  sit  of  freebdoters  or  out- 
laws have  seized  upon  Texas;  that  the  profligate  and  the 
spendthrift  and  fugitive  from  justice  constitute  the  pop- 
ulation. I  might  have  mentioned  that  the  colonies  set- 
tled by  Austin,  Robertson,  Leftwick,  and  many  others, 
which  were  purchased  in  the  manner  I  have  before  re- 
lated, are  men  of  the  first  respectability  in  this  or  any 
other  country,  aome  of  whom  would  do  honor  to  a  aeat 
on  this  floor,  and  will  rank  high  as  the  benefactors  of 
the  freemen  of  Texas.  These  men  carried  many  fami- 
lies of  respectsble  standing  to  that  country,  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  of  their  respective  grants.  It  is  un- 
derstood to  be  a  fine  soil,  delightful  climate,  and  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  the  cultiv«tion  of  sugar,  cotton,  and 
many  of  the  tropical  fruits.  It  is  a  country  where  a  roan 
of  industry  can  better  his  condition;  and,  therefore,  these 
settlers  and  grantees  went  there  by  express  eontrsct 
with  the  Mexican  Government,  and  not  aa  usurpers  in 
any  respect  whatsoever. 

It  seems,  however,  that  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts has  learned  from  some  source,  which  he  consid- 
ers satisfactory,  that  Texaa  has  not,  of  her  own  soldiers, 
more  than  three  hundred  men,  and  that  it  was  impossi. 
ble  for  her  to  support  her  independence  witl^out  foreign 
aid.  1  think  that  gentleman  has  been  greatly  misinformed 
as  to  this  matter.  At  this  time,  she  has  five  thousand 
men;  but,  for  the  present,  I  will  consider  it  in  that  point 
of  view.  1  Isy  it  down,  as  a  position  that  is  incontroverti- 
ble, and  which  has  been  demonstrated  by  all  history, 
tbst  it  does  not  depend  so  much  upon  the  4iumber  of 
men  to  defend  their  rights,  ss  it  does  upon  that  intellect- 
ual and  moral  force,  and  indomitable  spirit,  which  de- 
termines that  it  will  not  submit  to  oppression  and  tyranny. 
Three  hundred  men,  imbued  with  this  spirit,  are  equal 
to  a  host.  It  was  three  hundred  men  who  marched  with 
Leonidas  to  the  pass  of  Thermopylc,  and  met,  and,  for 
days,  defied  Xerxes  at  the  head  of  four  millions  of  men; 
for  days  they  arrested  the  progress  of  the  greatest  srmy 
Asia  ever  saw.  This  little  Spartan  band  destroyed  mul- 
titudes of  their  enemies,  and,  but  for  treachery,  would 
have  destroyed  multitudes  more.    Alexander  the  Great, 


with  thirty-five  thousand  men,  became  master  of  all  Asia^ 
containing  three  hundred  milliona  of  people.  The  cel- 
ebrated retreat  of  the  ten  thousand  Greeka  has  been  the 
theme  for  poetry  and  song  for  many  centuries  past.  The 
battle  of  the  Alamo,  of  San  Jacinto,  and  othera,  will  be 
ranked  by  posterity  ss  the  marvellous  events  of  the  age, 
and  will  take  their  station  in  the  chronological  events  of 
the  times.  But  my  friend  from  Maasachusetts  aeems  to 
entertain  a  contemptible  opinion  of  these  three  hundred 
Texian  soldiers.  As  contemptible  as  they  may  be,  1  de- 
clare, most  solemnly,  that  I  had  rather  be  in  their  situa- 
tion than  in  that  of  the  eleven  thousand  Massachusetts 
militia  who  marched  all  around  their  own  capital,  during 
the  last  war,  and  would  not  fight  at  all.  -  I  should  now, 
notwithstanding  the  gentleman  and  myself  are  getting  to 
be  old  men,  like  right  well  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of 
these  three  hundred  Texianp,  and  place  the  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  same  eleven  thousand  militiamen,  and 
let  us  tsJce  a  bout  or  two.  I  am  of  opinion  that,  while 
his  eleven  thousand  would  be  philosophizing  upon  eoii* 
stitutional  scruples,  and  upon  tioundary  lines,  my  men 
coul^  play  the  game  of  decapitation  to  such  an  extent  aa 
to  solve  sU  constitutional  scruples  upon  the  subject.  I 
would  learn  him  not  to  despise  numbers;  for  we  are 
taught  that  the  battle  is  notalwayato  the  atrong,  nor  the 
race  to  the  swift,  but  that  the  Lord  of  hosts  has  some  di« 
rection  in  these  evenU;  and,  so  fiir  as  humsn  eyes  can 
see,  there  has  been  a  most  signal  manifestation  of  it  in 
favor  of  Texas. 

Itsppeara  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  isdis* 
satisfied  with  the  number  of  ships  and  guns  that  consti- 
tute the  army  and  navy  of  Texss.  I  shall  try  to  prove, 
by  a  phyncal  rather  than  a  logical  process  of  reaaoning, 
that  Texas  has  a  thousand  ships  and  fifty  thousand  guns. 
I  go  upon  the  principle  that  enough  is  equal  to  a  million, 
and  that  a  part  is  equal  to  the  whole.  With  the  three 
ships  and  twenty-nine  guns,  which  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  assigns  to  Texas,  they  hsve  whipped  and 
taken  all  the  Mexican  vessels  that  dared  to  venture  upon 
the  coaat:  therefore,  they  have  precisely  enough  i  and 
enough  is  equal  to  one  thousand  ships  and  fifty  thousand 
guns. 

What  I  have  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  been  for  the  ear 
of  those  who  have  thought  less^  and  perhapa  examined 
less,  upon  the  subject  of  Texas  than  1  have.  Many  have 
gone  from  my  district,  and  settled  in  that  countrj;  some 
of  them  have  laid  down  their  lives  in  battling  for  their 
rights;  others  have  relations  yet  remaining,  who  feel  in- 
tensely for  those  who  have  gone  there.  This  qnestion 
must  and  will  be  disposed  of  at  this  session  in  some  way. 
We  cannot  expect  to  satisfy  all;  it  is  needless  to  wait  for 
that.  If  we  were  to  wait  until  the  morning  of  the  res- 
urrection, many  here  would  not  vote  for  the  recognition. 
Other  and  far  different  motives  than  the  aituation  of  the 
contending  parties  will  govern  the  acticm  of  a  portion  of 
this  House.  There  are  some  who  feel  somewhat  ariato- 
cratical  by  nature,  and  have  no  right  good  will  for  re- 
publican forms  of  government  any  bow;  there  are  others 
in  the  North  and  East  who  think  that  an  snnexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States  might  probably  follow  a  rec- 
ognition of  her  independence,  and  that  the  balance  of 
power  would  be  thrown  in  that  direction;  otheri  are 
fearful  it  will  be  a  slaveholding  country.  We  msy  aa 
well  meet  the  question  at  once;  it  liu  to  be  met,  and 
that  shortly.  No  one  can  possibly  suppose  that  Mexico 
can  ever  reassert  her  power  in  Texas.  If  I  were  per* 
mitted  to  use  the  language  of  the  heathen  roythologwts, 
1  should  say  that  an  assembly  of  the  gods  had  congrega- 
ted for  the  express  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration 
the  wrongs  and  oppressions  inflicted  upon  Texss,  and 
that  a  decree  had  been  registered  in  high  heaven  that 
Texas  shall  henceforth  be  free,  sovereign,  and  inde* 
pendent. 
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When  Mr.  Hvvtsxav  bad  coocloded* 

The  question  waa4»ken  thereon,  and  disagreed  to; 
Yeas  40,  nays  83. 

So  I  he  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  moved  that  the  committee  rise«  and 
the  vote  being  yeas  7,  nays  101— no  quorum- 
Mr.  CAMBR£LBNG  said  there  was  doubtless  a  quo- 
rum in  the  hall,  from  the  preceding  vote,  and  he  hoped 
the  committee  would,  by  general  consent,  agree  to  re- 
port the  bill  to  the  House.  He  had  no  amendments  to 
offer,  and  any  reductions  of  the  appropriations  might  be 
made  in  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  then  directed  the  House  to  be  counted, 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  members  (a  quorum) 
were  found  to  he  within  the  hall. 

Mr.  BYNUM  moved  that  the  committee  rise;  and  the 
vote  being  yeas  10,  nays  106— still  no  quorum- 
Mr.  PARKS  said  he  would  assert  that  the  gentleman 
who  made  the  motion  that  the  committee  rise,  and  in- 
sisted  upon  dividing  the  House,  bad  not  himself  voted 
either  one  way  or  the  other. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  re- 
ported the  fad  to  the  House  of  their  finding  themselves 
without  a  quorum. 

Mr.  PARKS  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  aaked  for  the  yess  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
fronv  Maine,  towards  whom  he  had  the  kindest  feelings, 
that  It  would  be  better,  he  thought,  not  to  press  that 
motion  at  so  late  an  hour,  but  to  adjourn.  [It  was  then 
half  past  twelve  o'clock.] 

Mr.  PARKS.  Would  the  gentleman  allow  him  to  make 
one  observation?  He  wouU  make  this  declaration  from 
his  own  knowledge,  that,  when  the  committee  decided, 
by  tellers,  on  the  motion  to  rise,  the  gentleman  who  made 
the  motion— 

The  CHAIR  interposed,  and  reminded  the  gentleman 
that  this  was  not  a  debatable  motion. 

Mr.  DOUBLEDAY  said  it  was  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the  House 
sojourn. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  uked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but 
they  were  not  ordered;  and  the  motion  to  adjourn  was 
lost:  Yeas  25,  nays  96.     But  no  quorum  voting, 

Mr.  CAVB  JOHNSON  moved  a  call  of  the  House; 
which  was  ordered;  and,  aAer  proceeding  a  few  min- 
utes, 

Mr.  ELMORB  moved  to  dispense  with  all  further  pro- 
ceedings thereon.    Lost. 

The  roll  having  been  gone  through,  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty.four  members  answering  to  their  names^ 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 
Losts  Yeas  37,  nays  78. 

The  doors  of  the  hall  were  then  closed,  and  excuses 
having  been  rendered  for  a  number  of  absent  memberd, 
on  account  of  indisposition, 

Mr.  STORER  (at  half  past  one)  moved  to  dispense 
with  the  further,  proceedings  of  the  call.  Lost,  without 
a  division. 

After  proceeding  some  time  further  in  rendering  ex- 
cuses, 

Mr.  PARKS  moved  the  execution  of  the  5l9t  rule  of 
the  House,  which  orders,  at  this  stsge,  the  absent  mem- 
bers *<  for  whom  no  excuse  or  insufficient  excuses  are 
made,  may,  by  order  of  those  present,  if  fifteen  in  num. 
ber,  be  taken  into  custody,  wherever  to  be  found,  by 
ipecial  messengers,  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose." 
Mr.  UNDERWOOD  suggested  that,  if  that  rule  should 
be  enforced,  a  great  deal  of  time  roust  necessarily  be 
wasted  in  waking  up  the  members,  and.  bringing  them 


to  the  House;  and  though  he  wu  as  anxious  to  expedite 
the  public  business  as  any  one,  he  really  thought  nothing 
would  be  gained  by  enforcing  this  rule.  He  therefore 
moved  an  adjournment.    Lost :  Yeas  43,  nays  61. 

"the  motion  of  Mr.  PARKS,  to  enforce  the  rule,  wu 
then  agreed  to,  without  a  division. 

The  SPEAKER  then  directed  the  Sergeant-at-armr 
to  proceed  to  the  execution  of  the  duty  above,  and  te . 
employ  asenany  assistants  as  might  be  necessary. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  dispense  with  the  further  proceed- 
ings in  the  call.  Lost. 

Mr.  McKAY  said,  understanding  that  there  was  a  quo- 
rum within  the  hall,  (124  members  having  answered  to 
their  names,)  be  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  Sergeant-at-arms  had  been  directed  to  execute  the 
order. 

Mr.  LEWIS  hoped  the  motion  would  not  prevail;  for; 
those  who  could  come  there  ought  to  be  compelled  to  ' 
come,  when  others  were  willing  to  stay  to  transact  the^ 
public  business. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  dissgreed  to.  [It  was 
then  two  o'clock  A.  M.] 

After  waiting  for  some  time, 

Mr.  G.  LEE  moved  to  dispense  with  the  further  pro.*, 
ceedings  of  the  call«  and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been 
ordered,  the  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
atives Yeas  29,  nays  86.    * 

On  calling  oter  the  roll  this  time,  notwithstanding 
that  123  (one  gentleman  having  been  excused,  from  in- 
disposition) members  were  recorded  as  being  present, 
and  the  doora  beTng  K)cked— 

Mr.  GAMBRELENQ*  said  there  were  a  number  of 
gentlemen  who  had  anArered  on  the  first  call,  but  who- 
bad  left  before  the  doors  were  closed «  and  he  therefore 
moved  that  the  roll  be  again  called,  to  see  who  were  the 
absentees,  as  those  gentlemen  had  not  been  since  sent 
for  under  the  51st  rule. 

[It  wss  then  a  quarter  to  three  o'clock.] 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  protested  against  being; 
detained  in  that  House  as  a  prisoner;  and  also  insisted 
that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was 
out  of  order,  since  it  would  be  making  a  second  call 
pending  the  firsts  and  one  call  could  not  be  made  to  ride 
over  another. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  insisted  that  the  call  was  indis- 
pensable,  for  the  reasons  before  stated;  and  made  some 
further  remarks  on  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  the 
call. 

Messrs.  UNDERWOOD,  WISE,  VANDERPOEL, 
WHITTLESEY  of  Ohio,  and  PARKS,  made  some  re- 
marki  on  the  subject,  generally. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  dispense  with  the  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  call;  which  was  disagreed  to,  as  was  also 
a  motion  to  adjourn. 

•  Pending  the  foregoing  proceedings,  (from  half  past 
three  to  a  quarter  past  four  o'clock,)  several  gtntlemen 
came  in,  and  were  excused  on  paying  their  fees. 

.  Mr.  HANNEGAN  then  renewed  the  motion  indicated 
above  by  Mr.  Gaxbrxlbvg;  but,  after  some  remarks 
from  Messrs.  GARLAND  of  Louisiana,  HAYNES,  and 
HANNEGAN,  the  motion  was  superseded  by  another  of  ^ 

Mr.  PATTON,  to  suspend  all  further  proceedings  in 
the  call;  which,  after  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs. 
McKAY,  GRANGER,  and  ELMORE,  was  itself  super- 
seded by  the  motion  of 

Mr.  EVANS,  who  moved  ao  adjournment;  which  was 
lost;  and  the  question  recurring  upon  Mr.  Pattoh's 
motion,  after  several  suggestions  by  Messrs.  BRIGGS, 
LANE,  and  THOMAS, 

Mr.  TAYLOR  demanded  the  previous  question,  but 
subsequently  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  that  the  fines  be  remitted.   Lost. 

A  number  of  suggestions  and  some  desultory  conver. 
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nttion  ensaed,  which  occupied  mother  boar;  and  at 
length,  at  about  half  past  fi?e  o'clock,  the  further  pro« 
ceedings  were  dispensed  with,  and  the  House  again 
went  into  committee,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  * 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  submitted  an  amendment  pro- 
posing  an  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  in  the  dif- 
ferent departments,  of  from  12  to  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  CONNOR  submitted  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, proposing  an  increase  of  clerks  in  the  Post  OfBce 
Department  and  Auditor's  office.  Lost:  Yeas  SO,  nays  96. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Johhsok  was  also  disa- 
greed to. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, moved  appropriations  for  salaries  and  outfits  of 
ministers  to  Prussia  and  Russia,  and  also  for  a  plenipo- 
tentiary, when  necessary,  to  Mexico. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  another,  for  surveying  the  North- 
eastern boundary  line,  establishing  monuments  there- 
on, &e. 

Both  amendments  were  severally  agreed  to. 

Mr.  INGHAM  submitted  a  proviso,  that  collectors  of 
customs  should  I'eceive  certain  fees  in  cases  where  their 
annual  salaries  do  not  exceed  $1,000.  Lost. 

Mr.  JARViS  moved  an  item  of  $8,000  for  four  his- 
torical paintings  for  the  panels  in  the  rotundo  of  the 
Capitol  I  which  was  agreed  to. 

Several  other  amendments  were  introduced  proforma^ 
to  be  renewed  in  the  House,  by  Messrs.  PHILLIPS, 
JOHNSON  of  Virginia,  P  ATTON,  UNDERWOOD,  and 
CONNOR;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  «  harbor  bill,"  and  the  above 
bill,  to  the  House,  as  amended. 

It  being  now  six  o'clock  in  the  morning, 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  that  when  the  House 
a<1journ  this  day,  it  adjourn  to  meet  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  J.  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.  Lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG, 

The  House  then  adjourned,  having  been  in  session 
about  twenty  hours. 

TvssDAT,  Fbbruart  28. 
After  transacting  the  morning  business,,  the  House 
proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  took  up  the 

HARBOR  BILL. 

The  amendments  were  read  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  PARKER  renewed  his  motion,  made  in  Commit- 
tee of  (he  Whole,  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  an  appro- 
priation of  $6,963  for  the  improvement  uf  the  harbor  of 
New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey;  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CRANE  renewed  his  motion,  made  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  an  appropria- 
tion of  $20,000  fur  the  improvement  of  the  Miami  of 
Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  SUI^HERLAND  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  the  House  seconded  the  call:  Yeas  71,  nays  52. 
And  the  House  ordered  that  the  main  question  should 
now  be  taken. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  was  then  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  108,  nays  41.* 

And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  at  this  time. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  was  dispensed  with,  and  the 
bill,  having  been  immediately  read  a  third  time  by  its 
title,  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 

the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for 


the  year  1837,  which  had  been  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  oJKhe  Union,  with  cer- 
tain amendmentsi  and  the  question  was  on  concurring 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  said  amend- 
ments. 

The  amendments  having  been  read  through,  the  aues- 
tion  was  taken  on  all  those  to  which  exception  bad  not 
been  taken,  and  the  same  were  concurred  in. 

The  question  came  up  on  concurring  with  the  amend- 
ment made  in  committee  to  the  following  item: 

«  For  salaries  of  ministers  of  the  United  States  to 
Great  Britain,  France,  Spain,  and  Russia,-  in  addition  to 
the  balance  remaining  of  the  former  appropriation  For 
1836,  $27,000;"  which  was  amended  in  committed  by 
adding  after  the  word  *<  Russia"  the  words  «and  outfit 
and  salaries  for  ministers  to  Prussia  and  Austria,'*  and  by 
striking  out  «  $27,000,'*  and  inserting  «<  $63,000." 

Mr.  MERCER  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  if  the  President  had  recom- 
mended a  mission  to  Austria — that  to  Prussia  be  (Mr. 
M.)  had  no  objection  to. 

Mr.  HOWARD  (chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign AflTairs)  said  that  he  could  answer  the  question 
probably  better  than  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  would  do  so.  The  proposition 
emanated  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and 
was  adopted  by  them,  to  aid,  as  far  as  they  could,  the 
views  of  a  select  committee  of  the  House,  who  had  made 
a  report  as  to  the  best  mode  of  Increaaing  the  conaump- 
tion  of  tobacco  in  foreign  countries,  and  particujerly 
Germany.  He  believed  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia represented  in  part  a  tobacco  interest,  or  at  least 
be  must  feel  anxious  for  its  prosperity.  After  the  Com« 
mittee  on  Foreign  Affairs  had  decided  on  the  propriety 
of  the  measure,  he  (Mr.  H.)  had  inquired  at  the  De- 
partment of  State  if  there  existed  any  reasons  why  the 
plan  should  not  be  carried  out{  and  was  informed  that, 
on  the  contrary,  our  Government  was,  at  the  preaent 
time,  engaged  in  the  discussion  of  a  delicate  question, 
with  both  Austria  and  Prussia,  arising  out  of  treaties 
which  we  had  with  those  Powers.  What  this  question 
was,  it  is  not  now  necessary  to  state.  Mr.  H's  only  ob- 
ject was  to  say,  that  although  the  proposed  measure  met 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Executive,  be  (Mr.  H.) 
wished  the  responsibility  of  it  to  rest  upon  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

TEXAS. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  «  and  for  the  outfit  and  salary  of  a  diplo- 
ntatic  agent,  to  be  sent  to  the  independent  republic  of 
TexBs,  — —  thousand  dollars." 

On  that  amendment  Mr.  GRIFFIN  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  loudly  called  for,  when 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  he  had  but  a  single  observation  to 
make.  This  question  lay  in  the  compass  of  a  nutshell,  as 
a  diplomatic  question,  in  which  relation  only  he  should 
speak  of  it.  He  admitted  and  asserted  that  the  United 
States  possessed  in  all  cases  the  right  of  recogniMng  the 
independence  of  a  foreign  State.  He  admitted  and  as- 
serted the  right  of  recognitions  but  be  maintained  the 
time  of  recognition  to  be  a  question  of  discretion,  and 
that  discretion  was  to  be  exercised  according  to  our  own 
conviction  of  our  own  interest.  In  his  judgment,  the 
time  for  recognition  had  not  arrived.  He  should  therefore 
vote  against  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Thomfsok.] 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  would  add  one  word  more.  He 
objected  to  this  proposition,  on  the  ground  that  the  act 
of  recognition  of  a  foreign  Power  had  heretofore  always 
been  an  executive  act  in  this  Government.  It  was  the 
business  and  duty  of  the  President  of  the  Unifed  States; 
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And  he  (Mr.  A.)  was  not  willing^  to  set  the  example  of 
giving  that  recognition  on  the  part  of  a  legislative  body, 
without  the  recommendation  of  the  Executive. 
•  Mr.  JENIFER  said  he  hoped  his  friend  from  South 
Carolina  would  withdraw  his  amendment,  and  move  it  at 
some  other  stage  of  the  bill.  He  felt  desirous  that  each 
of  those  questions  should  stand  upon  their  own  merita* 
The  period  was  too  late  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  the 
appointment  of  a  minister  to  Prussia  and  Austriar  But 
after  what  had  been  done  by  the  House  in  relation  to  a 
great  interest  in  this  countrv  in  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
port and  resolution  in  favor  of  the  tobacco  interest,  the 
appointment  of  a  minister  to  each  of  those  courts  would 
go  far  to  effect  the  object  contemplated  by  the  resolu- 
tion, and  be  the  means  of  forwarding  the  interests  of  the 
tobacco  planters  in  those  countries.  He  regretted  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  MaacBB]  should  ob. 
jeot  to  the  recommendation  by  this  House  of  a  salary  and 
outfit  for  such  a  minister.  It  would  not  in  any  manner 
whatever  interfere  with  the  powers  of  the  Executive, 
but  was  an  expression  of  its  opinion  of  the  necessity  of 
the  measure.  If  any  thing  is  to  be  done,  now  is  the 
time  to  urge  upon  those  Governments,  as  well  as  others, 
the  interest  which  is  felt  on  the  subject  of  duties  and  re- 
strictions on  this  great  staple'.  Nothing  had  been  done 
heretofore  in  its  behalf;  and  when  it  is  seen  that  so  large 
a  portion  of  our  citizens,  as  well  as  the  States  of  the 
Union,  are  interested  in  placing  it  upon  a  proper 
footing,  we  have  a  right  to  believe  that  the  most  favor- 
able consequences  may  result.  Mr.  J.  said  he  trusted 
that  the  amendment,  if  adopted,  would  not  prejudice  the 
pending  motion  for  a  salary  and  outfit  for  ministers  to 
Frufsia  and  Austria. 

Mr.  HAMERsaid  that  he  hoped  no  one  would  aup- 
pose  that  he  rose  at  this  late  period  of  the  session  to  de- 
bate this  question.  But  as  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affiiirs,  which  reported  the  reso- 
lutions in  favor  of  the  independence  of  Texas,  and  had 
supported  those  resolutions  in  the  committee,  and  as  no 
formal  report,  showing  the  condition  of  Texas,  had  ac- 
companied the  resolutions,  he  claimed  the  privilege  of 
expressing,  in  a  few  words,  the  reasons  for  bis  course  in 
reUtion  to  this  matter. 

He  had  beard  several  reasons  urged  here  against  rec- 
ognition, which  be  thought  were  not  entitled  to  much 
consideration  from  the  House.  Some  gentlemen  seemed 
to  think  that  if  we  recognised  Texas  as  an  independent 
republic,  her  annexation  to  the  United  States  must  ne- 
cessarily follow.  This  was  not  so.  They  were  separate 
and  distinct  questions.  The  subject  of  annexation  might 
never  come  before  Congress^  but  if  it  should,  at  any  fu- 
ture period,  come  up,  it  would  be  time  enough  to  dis- 
cuss it,  and  make  a  deciaion,  when  it  should  be  present- 
ed. It  ought  not  to  be  considered  now.  Let  each  of 
these  questions  stand  or  fall  upon  its  own  merits. 

It  bad  been  said  that -we  ought  not  to  act  in  this  af- 
fair, but  leave  it  entirely  to  the  Executive.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pickins] 
had  answered  that  argument.  The  Executive  had  re- 
ferred it  to  us,  for  the  expression  of  an  opinion  on  our 
part.  He  did  not  choose  to  act  without  some  such  ex- 
pression. Why,  then,  should  we  send  it  back  to  him, 
without  action  on  the  part  of  Congress?  Let  us  give  an 
intimation  of  our  wishes  upon  the  subject,  which  will 
respond  to  the  call  of  the  President,  and  serve  as  a  guide 
to  his  proceedings  in  future. 

Gentlemen  had  said  that  the  Texian  army  and  navy 
were  small  in  numbers  and  force,  and  that  the  popula- 
tion of  the  country  was  less  than  a  hunted  thousand; 
and  for  these  reasons  their  independence  ought  not  to 
be  acknowledged.  As  to  population,  there  was  no  limit 
in  the  law  of  nations.  No  writer  hsd  said  how  many 
persons  it  required  to  constitute  an  independent  nation. 


It  waa  a  matter  for  the  exercise  of  our  discretion,  with- 
out any  positive  law  or  rule  to  control  us.  We  could  as 
well  recognise  fifty  thoussnd  as  fifty  millions;  and  he 
would  not  dwell  upon  that  position. 

In  regard  to  the  navy,  however  small  it  might  be,  it 
was  large  enough  to  command  the  seas,  and  to  drive  the 
Mexican  navy  into  port;  blockading  the  harbors  of  Mexi- 
co and  destroying  her  commerce.  If  Texas  could  thus 
overpower  her  enemy  on  the  water,  her  navy  was  large 
enough,  until  that  of  her  adversary  should  be  aug- 
mented. 

How  was  it  upon  (he  land?  Her  army  had  conquered 
all  the  forces  sent  against  her.  She  had  triumphed  over 
a  selected  army,  orgsnized  for  the  express  purpose  of 
reducing  her  to  subjection;  bad  made  a  prisoner  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  Mexico,  who  headed  the  invading 
forces  in  person;  an^  bad  been  ever  since  in  the  full  en- 
joyment of  national  independence.  Her  army  was  there- 
fore large  enough  to  maintain  her  independence,  and 
there  could  be  no  necessity  for  its  increase  under  exist- 
ing circumstances.  It  was  not  the  absolute  amount  of 
force  we  were  to  consider,  but  the  relative  force.  We 
must  look  at  the  power  of  her  enemy.  In  that  point  of 
view  we  should  perceive  that  her  reaources  and  means 
were  ample;  that  she  was  stronger  than  Mexico,  and 
had,  at  that  moment,  undisturbed  and  undisputed  con- 
trol of  both  land  and  sea. 

But  there  was  another  and  more  weighty  consideration 
still,^which  demanded  the  attention  of  the  House  and  of 
the  country.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress  we  hsd 
.passed  a  resolution,  almost  unanimously,  declaring  that 
the  independence  of  Texas  ought io  be  recognised  when- 
eirer  the  citizens  of  that  country  should  have  an  organ- 
ized Government  in  full  operation.  Now,  why  should 
we  go  behind  this  resolution,  and  inquire  into  all  the  cir- 
cumstancea  of  the  revolution,  the  condition  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  character  of  the  people?  These  subjects 
had  been  examined  last  year,  and  we  had  decided  upon 
them.  The  House  then  put  the  recognition  upon  a  sin- 
gle fact,  to  be  ascertained  thereafter.  We  had  given  to 
them,  and  to  the  world,  a  pledge  that  whenever  they 
should  satisfy  us  they  had  a  Government,  we  would  rec- 
ognise them  as  an  independent  nation.  We  had  encour- 
aged them  to  put  such  a  Government  in  motion,  and  to 
present  us  the  evidence  of  its  existence.  They  had 
done  so.  Did  any  gentleman  doubt  their  having  such  a 
Government?  Was  not  their  constitution  copied,  in  a 
great  measure,  from  our  own,  and  their  public  function- 
arlea  all  engaged  in  the  successful  discbarge  of  their 
respective  duties  under  that  constitution?  Did  we  mean' 
to  keep  the  public  faith  inviolate^  Should  we  redeem 
our  pledge,  which  had  been  solemnly  given  ?  Texas  had 
performed  the  condition.  She  presented  us  the  proof 
of  her  having  done  so,  and  asked  the  fulfilment  of  our 
promise.  It  was  for  this  Government  now  to  ssy  wheth- 
er it  should  be  fsitbfully  and  honorably  fulfilled  or  not. 

Another  objection,  and  a  most  singular  onr,  was,  tbst 
a  majority  of  the  people  of  Texas  were  originally  from 
the  United  States^  that  they  were  our  former  neighbors 
and  friends,  and  some  of  them  our  kinsmen.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Huktsmait,]  in 
one  of  the  best  speeches  he  had  ever  heard  upon  that 
floor,  had  explained  fully  the  manner  in  which  these 
people  had  become  citizens  of  Texas.  They  were  in- 
vited there  by  the  Mexican  Government,  at  a  time  when 
all  their  rights  and  privileges  were  guarantied  by  the 
Mexican  constitution,  upon  nearly  the  same  terms  as 
they  were  in  the  United  States.  They  had  purchssed 
lands^  and  made  the  country  their  home;  and  it  was  only 
when  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  wrest  from  them 
their  liberties  that  they  took  up  arms. 

Af^er  securing  their  independence,  organizing  a  re- 
publican Government,  and  putting  it  into  successful  op- 
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oration;  after  a  pledge  given  latt  year,  by  our  Gorern- 
ment,  that  tbey  ahuufd  be  recognited,  whenever  this  was 
done  and  shown  to  exist,  they  are  now  to  be  told  that 
we  cannot  recognise  them,  because  they  were  once  our 
neighbors  and  friends!  If  they  were  of'^some  other  race 
of  men)  if  they  were  Spaniards,  or  Frenchmen,  or  Turks, 
or  of  any  other  race  than  Anglo-Americans,  they  would 
be  entitled  to  recognition!  Is  this  fair,  or  reasonable^ 
or  generous?  Should  we  deal  more  kindly  by  a  stran- 
ger than  by  our  dwn  flesh  and  blood?  No.  If  gentle- 
men were  prepared  to  act  upon  that  principle,  let  each 
one  take  the  responsibility  for  himself;  but,  for  his  part, 
he  would  go  for  his  friends  in  preference  to  either  stran- 
gers or  enemies. 

The  people  of  Texas,  be  said,  were  entitled  to  a  rec- 
ognition of  their  independence;  and,  so  far  as  his  vote 
would  g^,  they  should  have  that  recognition  promptly 
and  freely  given. 

Mr.  CHILTON  ALLAN  said  that  it  appeared  pUin 
enough  that  the  only  question  for  inquiry  now  was  wheth- 
er a  regular  Govern mtnt  was  established  in  Texas.  Now, 
this  was  a  fact  which,  he  apprehended,  no  one  could 
deny.  It  was  a  fact  which  the  documents  laid  before 
the  House  by  the  Executive  went  clearly  to  establish; 
and  this,  in  his  opinion,  was  enough.  He  (Mr.  A.) 
thought  that,  if  ever  the  independence  of  Texas  was  to 
be  recognised,  now  was  the  time  that  it  ought  to  be  done. 
AVe  ought  now  to  conciliate  that  people,  because  they 
were  our  bone  and  our  flesh.  Texas  was  destined  to  be 
independent,  and  to  become  a  great  country,  and  {here- 
fore  no  delay  ought  to  be  interposed  on  our  part  to  their 
being  recognised  as  independent.  Why,  he  would  ask, 
should  we  treat  them  worse  than  we  should  do  if  they 
were  a  people  of  a  different  race?  There  might  be  cer- 
tain prejudices  at  the  bottom  against  this  just  measure; 
but  it  was  manifestly  the  will  of  Providence  that  tbey 
should  be  independent.  Nothing  could  possibly  resist 
the  growth  of  that  population;  no  power  could  possibly 
"put  them  down.  We  therefore  ought  not  to  delay  in  ac- 
knowledging ibeir. independence.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hoab]  seemed  to  dread 
the  possible  event  of  annexation,  as  intended  to  follow 
our  recognition  of  Teias.  He  (Mr.  A.)  must  say  that 
he  exceedingly  regretted  to  perceive  the  excitement  of 
any  prejudices  on  this  point.  He  was  free  to  confess 
there  were  prejudices  peculiar  to  the  North  in  connex- 
ion with  thia  subject,  and  there  were  also  prejudices  in 
the  South.  He  would  not  pretend  to  say  that  both  aides 
were  wise;  but  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  put  his  foot  on  all 
and  every  prejudice,  and  would  take  this  infant  nation 
by  the  hand. 

Mr.  HOAR  explained,  in  reference  to  his  remarks  of 
the  preceding  evening.  He  denied  that  his  opinion  on 
this  queation  was  founded  on  the  circumstance  that  the 
settlers  in  Texas  were  originally  from  this  country.  He 
held  the  right  ai  strong  as  any  man,  that,  if  they  pleased, 
our  citizens  may  expatriate  themaelves,  and  become  the 
citizens  of  another  country.  But  he  contended  that  the 
fact  Was  in  evidence  before  the  House  that  Texas  was 
not  per  te  an  independent  country,  and  that  it  could  not 
sustain  itself  for  one  moment  without  the  aid  it  derived 
from  this  country.  What  a  spectacle,  he  would  ask,  would 
be  exhibited  to  the  world,  if  we  should  acknowledge 
Texas  as  an  independent  nation,  which  derives  all  its 
claim  to  independence,  and  almost  even  to  existence, 
from  ouiselves — whose  battles  are  fought  by  us,  whose 
ships  are  supplied  by  us,  and  who  derive  all  their  means 
and  resources  from  us?  It  would  be  rather  acknowledg- 
ing ourselves  as  independent  masters  of  a  country  which 
yet  we  recognise  by  treaty  as  appertaining  to  Mexico. 
With  respect  to  annexation,  he  (Mr.  H.)  could  only 
speak  for  himself.  He  knew  not  what  was  the  opinion 
of  the  North;  but  he  sincerely  hoped,  and  firmly  believed, 


that  the  North  would  bare  but  one  unammoua  opioion 
in  oppoaition  to  any  such  annexation,  whenever  it  should 
be  contemplated.  He  (Mr.  H.)  hoped  we  should  never 
annex  another  foot  to  the  territorry  of  the  United  States, 
whether  to  slave  States  or  not..  We  already  bad  suf- 
ficient territory;  and,  if  there  was  any  thing  to  regret 
in  regard  to  that  matter,  it  was  that  we  already  bad  too 
much. 

Mr.  WHITE  thought  that  it  could  be  denied  by  no 
one  that  Texas  had  organized  a  regular  Government. 
He  diff*ered  from  the  honorable  gentleman  [Mr.  Hola.b] 
in  his  view  of  this  matter,  and  thought  our  sacred  honor 
was  pledged  to  recognise  Texas.  When  Mexico  was 
recognise^  by  the  United  States,  she  (Mexico)  was  not 
in  such  a  good  condition  as  Texaa  now  is.  Her  Goyem- 
ment  was  not  so  well  organized;  her  independent  exist- 
ence was  not  so  well  assured;  and  yet  we  did  not  then 
hesitate  to  recognise  her.  Much  more,  therefore,  now 
ought  the  independence  of  Texas  to  be  recognised. 

Mr.  W.  B.  SHEPARD  asked  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  to  accept  the  following  modification  of 
his  amendment: 

«  Whenever  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  ahall 
receive  satisfactory  evidence  that  Texas  is  an  independ- 
ent Power,  and  that  it  is  expedient  to  appoint  such  a 
minister." 

Mr.  SHEPARD  said  be  moved  the  amendment  be- 
cause be  thought  it  the  most  correct  and  proper  mode 
of  attaining  the  object  which  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  as  well  as  himself  desired.  Mr.  8.  was  un- 
willing to  do  any  thing  which  would  aeem  ungenerous 
towards  the  neighboring  republic  of  Mexico,  or  which 
would  widen  the  breach  which  now.  exists  between  this 
country  and  Mexico.  There  is  not  aufficient  evidence 
before  this  House  to  act  understandingly  on  tbia  sub- 
ject, and  precipitancy  might  be  of  no  aid  to  Texas,  and 
finally  involve  us  in  war  with  Mexico.  Mr.  3.  aaid  be 
would  not  yield  to  the  gentleman  in  kind  feelinga  to- 
wards the  people  of  Texas,  but  be  wished  to  make  his 
good  feelings  efficient  and  productive  of  good. 

[Here  Mr.  Tboxpsok  accepted  the  amendment  as 
part  of  his  proposition;  and  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  satisfied.] 

Mr.  CAMDREL^NG  remarked  that  tbe  phraseology 
of  ihe  aritendment  involved  an  incongruity,  as  it  was 
now  modified,  inasmuch  aa  the  first  branch  set  forth  that 
*■  Texas"  was  an  «  independent  republic,"  and  the  sec- 
ond left  the  «  evidence"  of  that  fact  to  tbe  <*  aatisfaction" 
of  the  Preaident,  and  limited  his  sending  the  agent  to 
that  fact. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  atrike  out  the  worda  <'  the 
independent  republic  of." 

The  CHAIR  ruled  the  motion  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  would  compromise  tbe  difference 
between  gentlemen,  and  modify  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  word  <*  independent." 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  HOAR, 
THOMPSON,  and  CAMBRELEN6,  the  queation  wsa 
taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  THOMPaoH,  aa  modi- 
fied, and  decided  in  the  aflirmative:  Yeas  121,  aayt  76, 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  was  sgreed  to. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  aa 
amended,  was  concurred  in,  and  tbe  whole  appropria- 
tion was  increased  to  meet  the  charge  involved  in  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  HARLAN  then  proposed,  u  an  amendment,  to  add 
to  the  amendment  which  had  been  carried,  a  clause  pro- 
viding for  the  expenses  of  running  the  boundary  line 
between  the  ynlted  States  and  Texas. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said,  in  the  treaty  of  1819  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  and  in  the  more  recent  treaty 
with  Mexico,  the  boundary  line  in  qcfestion  bad  been  ac- 
curately defined.    Surveyors  were  to  have  been  ap- 
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pointed  both  by  the  United  Stttes  and  Mexico,  for  the 
purpote  of  runnings  the  line  which  bad  thus  been  de- 
lined  in  the  treaty  referred  to,  but,  to  the  present  day, 
thia  line  had  never  been  nin«  The  reaion  which,  at 
the  time  the*  first  treaty  was  msde,  interposed  to  pre- 
vent the  execution  of  this  business,  according  to  the 
Ireatf,  was^  that  at  that  very  period  Mexico  was  in  a 
state  of  revolt  against  the  mother  country,  and  it  was 
evident  that  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  as  regarded 
this  boundary  line,  could  only  be  carried  into  efiect 
with  the  Got ernment  which  held  defado  the  sovereign- 
ty of  the  territory  through  which  the  line^must  run. 

After  the  independence  of  Mexico  was  recognised  by 
the  United  States,  and  the  same  article  of  the  treaty  was 
renewed  in  a  treaty  made  between  Mexico  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  still  the  stipulations  of  that  treaty  have, 
from  various  delays^  not  been  carried  into  execution. 
fle(Mr.  H.)  now  wished  to  inquire,  what  power  had 
we  to  send  commissioners  there,  for  the  purposed 
running  this  boundary  line?  Wilh  whom  were  our 
commissioners  to  set?  What  Government  is  defado  In 
the  territory  adjoining  the  United  States^  What  Gov- 
ernment Is  at  this  moment  in  the  exercise  of  sovereign- 
ty over  the  territory  in  question?  Is  it  Mexico,  or  is  it 
Texas*  He  (Mr.  H.)  would  not  hesitate  to  say  that  it 
was  Texas,  because  Texas  has  defado  full  control  over 
that  territory,  where  her  power  and  authority  is  in  full 
operation.  Such  being  the  case,  how  can  we  at  this 
time  undertake  to  send  commissioners  to  run  this  bound- 
ary line,  when  the  Government  with  whom  the  treaty 
was  made  for  this  object  is  no  longer  master  of  the  coun- 
try, and  when  we  have  no  treaty  for  this  purpose  wHh 
that  Government  which  is  defado  in  possession  of  the 
territory?  From  these  considerations,  he  (Mr.  H.)  felt 
bound  to  oppose  the  amendment  of  bis  honorable  col- 
league, [Mr.  iUB£AF.]  When  the  independence  of 
Texas  b  acknowledged  by  the  United  States,  and  nego- 
tiations for  this  specific  object  shall  have  been  entered 
into,  then  (but  not  till  then)  would  be  the  time  to  send 
commissioners  to  run  the  boundary  line. 

But  the  Government  of  the  United  States  appeared 
unwilling  to  step  ipto  the  struggle  between  Texas  and 
Mexico,  and  intended  to  leave  them  as  they,  are.  For 
his  own  part,  if  it  was  left  to  him,  (Mr.  H.,)  he  would 
recognise  Texu  st  the  moment  she  maintained  her  sov- 
ereignty, for  her  territory  was  lar^ e  enough  to  consti- 
tute a  separate  and  a  great  empire.  She  possessed 
more  territory  than  Portugal  or  than  HoUancU  less,  it 
might  be,  than  Spain  and  France^'  but  certainly  more 
than  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Thus  her  territory  was 
large  enough  to  form  an  independent  nation  if  and,  as  to 
her  Government,  that  also  was  organized  and  in  full 
operation,  as  much  as  was  the  Government  of  these 
United  States.  He  (Mr.  H.)  thought,  therefore,  we 
ought  not  to  wait  to  make  this  recognition  until  Mexico 
consented  to  the  act.  in  our  own  case,  France  ac- 
knowledged our  independence  four  years  before  Great 
Britain  abandoned  her  pretensions  over  us«  and,  at  a 
posterior-  period,  we  ourselves  recognised  the  repub- 
lican Government  of  France,  when  all  Europe  was  in 
arms  against  her,  refusing  to  acknowledge  her,  and  as- 
•erting,  sword  in  hand,. the  claims  of  that  worn-down 
family  of  Bourbons.  Also,  in  after  periods  of  tlie  French 
revolution,  we  acknowledged,  from  time  to  time,  the 
difierent  Governments  to  which  France  was  subjected i 
ana  why?    Because  they  were  Governments  defado. 

Mr.  H.  then  concluded  6y  moving  to  strike  out  the 
appropriation  for  running  the  boundary  line,  because 
we  could  not  run  the  line  with  Mexico  while  Texas  was 
in  possession  of  the  country. 

Mr.  HOWARD  briefly  replied,  expUining  the  pro- 
visions of  (be  treaty,  and  urging  the  necessity  for  the 
items  proposed^ 
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Mr.  HiBDiif's  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  a  proviso  to  the  clause,  that  the 
commissioners  should  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  Agreed 
to. 

The  original  amendment,  as  amended,  was  concur- 
red in. 

.  The  amendment  moved  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
by  Mr.  Stoksb,  for  a  medal  to  Morgan  Neville,  was 
agreed  toi  and  the  .amendment  moved  therein  by  Mr. 
Jabvis,  for  filling  the  four  panels  in  the  rotundo  of 
the  Capitol  with  historical  paintings,  was  concurred  in . 

VIRGINIA  BOUNTY  LANDS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Virginis,  offered  the  following 
amendment  to  the  bill: 

*'  And  be  U  further  enadedf  That  four  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  land  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ap« 
propriated,  to  satisfy  military  bounty  land  warrants  issu- 
ed, or  to  be  issued,  by  the  State  of  Virginia  and  by  the 
United  States,  or  either  of  them,  on  account  of  services 
in  the  revolutionary  war,  to  include  warranta  not  here- 
tofore sitisfied  in  full;  which  scrip  shall  be  received  at 
the  several  land  offices  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
msnner  and  for  the  purposes  provided  in  the  laws  here- 
tofore passed  suthorizing  the  issuing  of  certificatea  of 
scrip  in  satisfaction  of  warrants  for  similar  services." 

Mr.  J.  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  regret  the  existence  of  a  atate  of  things 
which  would  seem  to  call  upon  me  to  tax  the  time  and 
the  patience  of  this  House,  while  1  attempt,  in  a  very 
few  remarks,  to  assign  some  of  the  reasons  which  have 
influenced  me  in  offering  the  amendment  whioh  is  now 
pending.  Before  I  proceed  further,  I  beg  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands,  composed  u  it  is  of  some  of 
the  most  experienced  and  vigilant  members  of  this 
House,  after  bKving[  given  to  the  subject  that  calm  de- 
liberation which  its  importance  demands,  have  reported 
a  bill,  which  is  now  in  progress  in  this  House,  appropri- 
ating 500,000  acres  of  land  to  satisfy  the  various  claim* 
yet  due  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  and* 
upon  continental  establishment.  Entertaining  a  belief 
that»  from  the  quantum  of  business  before  us,  that  bill 
cannot  be  reached  during  the  present  session,  and  feel- 
ing the  great  injuatice  that  will  be  done  to  the  holders 
of  those  wiLrrants  by  further  delay,  1  have  been  induced 
to  move  the  amendment  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Spjeaker,  in  urging  this  subject  on  the  attention 
of  Congress  at  thia  time,  let  it  be  distinctly  understood 
that  we  come  not  here  to  solicit  a  boon  from  your  gene- 
rosityi  we  come  not  here  to  moot  a  new  and  doubtful 
question;  but  we  come  with  unshaken  confidence,  and 
ask  you  in  strict  justice  to  discharge  in  good  laith  those 
obligations  which,  from  a  sense  of  justice,  you  have  vol- 
untarily assumed  and  bound  the  Government  to  pay. 
What  is  it  that  Virginia  asks  at  your  hands?  Is  it  to  in- 
demnify her  (or  the  blood  and  treasure  so  lavishly  pour- 
ed out  and  expended  upon  the  altar  of  liberty  during 
the  revolutionary  struggle?  No,  sir;  these  were  gene- 
rously and  patriotically  made  in  common  with  her  sister 
States,  the  blessings  and  benefits  of  which  continue  to 
be  enjoy ^  by  all,  and  which  are  above  all  price.  Sir, 
she  comes,  and,  with  becoming  deference,  asks  you  to 
discharge  a  debt  adjudicated,  defined,  and  settled,  so 
far  as  principle  is  concerned,  and  for  the  payment  of 
which  she  holds  you  bound,  duly  executed,  and  ac- 
knowledged, by  the  various  departments  of  this  Govern- 
ment. I  would  say,  with  due  deference  to  the  opinion 
of  the  gentleman  opposed  to  this  amendment,  that  his 
effort  to  prove  that  the  claim  ought  not  to  be  paid  is 
made  too  Ute— the  day  has  gone  by— the  Government 
has  generously  and  magnanimously  assumed  the  debt| 
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and  the  only  queition  wh'ch  remains  for  thit  House  to 
decide  is,  has  she  discharfjfed  in  good  fsith  the  whole 
amount  of  the  debt  which  she  has  agreed  and  bound 
herself  to  payf  Sir,  if  I  can  keep  the  attention  of  this 
House,  I  think  I  can  demonstrate  that  she  has  noti  that 
t  portion  of  this  debt  remains  unpaid;  that  it  is  now 
due  I  and  that  every  consideration  of  justice  and  patri- 
otism calls  upon  us  to  discbarge  it^  and  to  discharge  it 
now. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  said,  by  gentlemen  opposed  to  this 
bill,  that  the  claim  set  up  by  Virginia  has  been  settled 
to  an  amount  far  beyond  that  which  was  anticipated, 
and  therefore  it  ought  not  to  be  paid.  Sir,  has  not  the 
list  of  pensioners,  under  the  several  pension  acts,  swel- 
led far  above  the  estimate  made  by  the  best  calculators, 
and  based,  too,  upon  the  best  data  which  the  times 
afford?  As  well  miglit  gentlemen  contend  that,  for  that 
reason  alone,  the  laws  should  immediately  cease  to  ope- 
rate, and  that  the  snnall  pittance  allowed  to  the  war- 
worn soldier  should  be  withheld,  and  that  the  remnant 
of  that  veteran  hand  shduld  be  doomed  to  pass  over  the 
•hort  but  rugged  path  which  remains  between  him  and 
the  grave  in  penury  and  want. 

But,  sir,  I  deny  that  the  claim  has  been  thOs  settled 
above  the  estimate  made  by  a  board  of  commissioners, 
who  assembled  to  adjust  and  settle  the  claims  of  the 
respective  States  with  the  United  States,  as  early  as  the 
year  1793.  By  reference  to  estimates  there  exhibited, 
it  will  be  found  that  there  were  in  the  service  of  Vir- 
ginia no  less  than  twenty-one  regiments,  viz:  sixteen  on 
continental  establishment,  three  of  the  State  line  proper, 
and  two  called  the  western  regiments,  besides  those  en- 
gaged in  the  navy,  which  amounted  to  some  twenty  or 
twenty-five  vessels.  Computing  the  number  at  five 
hundred  to  each  regiment,  which  is  believed  to  be  below 
the  proper  estimate,  and  the  number  of  persons  entitled 
to  land  bounty  would  be  found  to  exceed  eleven  thou- 
sand, all  of  whom  w^re  entitled,  under  the  various  laws 
of  Virginia,  passed  previous  to  the  act  of  1781,  which 
ceded  to  the  United  States  the  Northwest  Territory.  I 
will' not  detain  the  House  by  referring  to  the  several  acts 
of  Virginia  relating  to  bounty  lands,  further  than  to  re- 
mark that,  upon  a  reference  to  them,  it  will  clearly 
appear  that  there  was  a  most  solemn  engagement,  on 
the  partjof  the  States,  to  remunerate  her  officers  and 
soldiers,  as  also  her  seamen,  in  lands,  of  which  she  pos- 
sessed an  abundance.  From  the  peculiar  and  exposed 
situation  which  Virginia  occupied  during  that  arduous 
and  eventful  straggle,  she  was  imperiously  called  upon  to 
put  in  requisition  all  her  means  to  meet  the  impending 
danger.  She  not  only  promptly  furnished  her  quota  of 
men  and  money  on  continental  establishment,  as  is  well 
attested  by  her  brilliant  victories,  attained  in  differ- 
ent and  distant  parts  of  this  Union f  but,  in  order  to 
guard  her  distant  limits  of  her  own  territory,  she  pushed 
ber  victories  into  the  far  West,  thereby  extending  her 
frontier  to  an  immeasurable  distance,  which  could  only 
be  defended  by  a  large  military  force.  What,  I  would 
ask,  were  her  pecuniary  means?  Without  commerce  or 
fiscal  resources,  without  money  or  credit — for,  like  the 
debtor  whose  pecuniary  embarrassments  render  him  des- 
perate, she  bad  approached  the  verge  of  bankruptcy, 
and  involved  herself  almost  beyond  the  hope  of  redemp- 
tion. What  were  her  means  for  sustaining  the  contest  ? 
I  answer,  it  was  her  vast  Western  domain;  and,  in  the 
very  nature  of  things,  it  was  well  understood  by  the 
State  and  the  soldier  that  the  fulfilment  of  the  pmmised 
reward  depended  entirely  on  the  successful  termination 
of  the  conteat;  and  hence  it  became  necessary  to  prom- 
ise a  liberal  reward  in  Western  lands,  in  order  to  fill  her 
ranks,  and  to  induce  her  soldiers  to  persevere  in  a  con- 
test which,  to  say  the  It-ast,  was  of  doubtful  issue. 

1  have  said  that  Virginia  had  in  the  service  twenty-one 


regiments,  consisting  of  five  hjjndred  each,  which,  added 
to  her  marine  and  naval  force,  amounted  to  at  least 
eleven  thousand  men,  to  whom  she  promised  bounty 
lands;  and,  to  prove  this,  1  beg  leave  to  send  to  the 
Clerk's  table  a  statement  from  General  Porterfield,  and 
the  corroborating  slatemlnt  from  the  late  Chief  Justice 
Marshall,  which  statements  were  made  aa  early  as  1793, 
by  those  distingtiished  individuals,  whose  important  ser- 
vices, and  intimate  knowledge  of  all  that  appertained  to 
the  movements  of  the  whole  country,  but  more  particu- 
larly of  Virginia,  place  their  statements  beyond  the  haz- 
ard of  contradiction :' 

«<SsPTXXBXs  16, 1832. 

<' Taking  into  consideration  the  number  of  officers 
and  soldiers  who  died  in  the  service,  and  thereby  became 
entitled  to  land  bounty  from  Virginia,  the  number  who 
served  three  years,  and  thereby  became  entitled,  and 
the  number  who  were  entitled  for  services  to  the  end  of 
the  war,  1  think  it  probable  there  were  a  thousand  to 
each  regiment  who  were  so  entitled;  but  I  state  the 
opinion  with  confidence,  that  there  were  at  least  five 
hundred.  ROBERT  PORTERFIELD. 

"Teste:    Thovas  Gbebv." 

^<^Dbcxxbx&8,  1834. 

«<  I  should  not  think  there  were  a  thousand  to  each 
regiment  entitled  to  land  bounty;  but  the  number  can- 
not, I  think,  have  been  short  of  five  hundred.  I  allude 
to  the  regimenU  actually  raited  in  the  Virginia  line  on 
continental  establishment.. 

«*J.  MARSHALL." 

Then,  sir,  taking  this  proposition  as  granted,  (and  I 
think  it  will  not  be  contested,  even  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,)  and  hclw  does  the  account  standi 
From  «  statement  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  it  appears 
that,  on  the  16th  of  December,  1834,  the  number  of 
warrants  issued  was  6,146;  and  that  subsequent  to  that, 
and  up  to  the  present  time,  the  additional  number  is 
600,  which,  together,  makes  6,746;  which,  deducted 
from  11,000,  leaves  a  balance  of  4,354  warrants  due  to 
Virginia  from  the  United  States;  which,  admitting  them 
all  to  be  due  to  private  soldiers,  at  300  acres  each, 
would  require  an  appropriation  of  650,000  acres  to  cover 
the  claim  of  Virginia  alone;  and  if  we  add  to  this  the 
fact  that  many  of  those  claimants  were  officers,  and  en- 
titled to  a  much  larger  quantity  than  is  the  aoldier  of 
the  line,  and  the  further  fact  of  the  deficiency  of  10  per 
cent,  deducted  from  claimants  under  a  former  appropri- 
ation, which  alone  amounts  to  about  74,000  acres,  and  it 
will  be  found  that  there  remains  due  to  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia alone  a  much,  larger  quantity  of  land  than  that 
proposed  in  the  amendment  which  I  have  ofiTered.  But, 
sir,  assuming  the  ground  that  a  large  number  never  can 
be  established  at  this  late  day,  and  that  others  never 
will  be  claimed,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  the 
amount  now  proposed  will  be  sufficient  to  cover  all  the 
claims  for  bounty  lands  growing  out  of  the  revolutionary 
war. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  claimants  have  failed  to  prose- 
cute their  claims  in  due  time;  that,  having  deferred  their 
prosecution  for  half  a  century,  it  \b  prima  faeie  evidence 
that  they  are  not  well  founded.  To  this  I  answer,  that 
the  claimants  are  not  in  fault;  but  that  they  have  been 
tied  down  and  deprived  of  their  rights  during  that  pro- 
tracted period  by  the  action  of  the  Government,  and 
have  never  ceased  to  urge..tbeir  claims,  at  all  time^ 
when  a  ray  of  hope  was  presented.  As  early  as  1784, 
an  attempt  was  made  to  survey  the  lands  in  the  militarj 
district  in  Kentucky;  but,  sir,  they  found  them  in  pos- 
sessidn  of  the  Indians,  by  whom  they  were  claimed. 
Upon  representing  those  facts  lo  the  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, he  issued  his  proclamation  in  the  following  year, 
by  which  he  auspended  the  surveys,  and  thereby  pre- 
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▼ented  the  oiBcers  and  soldien  from  taking  po«eaiion  of 
their  land^their  promised  reward,  and  with  which  they 
would  have  been  entirely  salisfied.  What  next,  air?  At 
the  ^teaty  of  Hopewell,  made  in  1786,  the  whole  of  the 
country  below  the  Tennessee  river  was  guarantied  to 
the  Indtansi  the  provisions  of  whieh  treaty  continued 
in  foroc  until  the  year  1818,  when  the  Indian  title  was 
extinfftttshed)  after  which,  we  all  know,  Kentucky 
would  not  permit  the  soldier  to  locate  his  warrant.  Sir, 
the  above  nets  are  abundantly  sustained  by  documentft- 
ry  evidence,  and  go  to  prove,  beyond  the  ahadow  of  a 
doubt,  that  their  claims  bave  been  deferred  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Government,  over  which  the  claimants  had  no 
control,  from  the  >ear  1784  to  181 8  {  had  it  been  other- 
wise, the  claimants  and  their  heirs  would  not  have  been 
aupplicating  at  your  feet  at  this  late  period.  It  is  true 
that  a  number  of  those  claims  have  been  located  upon 
the  Northwestern  reserve;  but  it  is  equally  true  th%t  the 
good  lands  in  the  reserve  betni^een  the  Miami  and  (he 
Scioto  rivers  were  very  soon  exhausted,  and  the  remnant 
of  poor  lands  which  remained,  estimated  at  from  5  to  35 
cents  per  acre,  was  indeed  no  compensation  at  all,  and 
not  equal  to  the  expense  of  procuring  the  title  papers. 
Various  other  reasons  exist  which  account  for  the  delay, 
amongst  which  1  will  enumerate  only  one  or  two.'  The 
firat  Is,  that  many  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  either  died 
in  the  service  or  were  slain  in  battlei  their  heirs  were 
minors,  and  many  of  them  settled  in  the  Western  wilds, 
remote  from  the  seat  of  Government!  and,  with  little 
means  of  information,  tbev  did  not  know  that  they  were 
entitled.  Others,  more  lertunately  situated  and 'better 
informed,  did  not  deem  it  worth  their  attentiont  while 
another  class,  who  attempted  to  prosecute  these  claims, 
were  unable  to  establish  them,  m  consequence  of  the 
loss  of  the  rolls  and  documentary  evidence,  which  had 
been  unfortunately  mislaid,  and  wu  not  recovered  until 
1833.  This  document  contained  much  useful  informa- 
tion, supplied  a  vacuum  in  the  testimony,  and  once  more 
revived  the  long-deferred  hopes  of  the  war-worn  sol- 
dier. But,  says  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  who 
stepped  aside  the  other  day  from  a  yery  earnest  argu- 
ment on  a  private  claim,  to  give  us  a  learned  disquidfion 
upcn  the  land  biws  of  Virginia,  the  reservation  made  by 
Virginia,  in  her-  deed  of  cession,  applied  only  to  those 
reflpments  engaged  in  the  conquest  of  the  British  posts 
of  Kaakaskiaa  and  St.  Vincent,  and  other  troops  Upon 
the  continental  establishment.  Sir,  though  I  admit  the 
words  "  upon  her  own  State  establishment*'  have  been 
omitted  in  the  deed  of  cession,  yet  it  is  clearly  proved,  by 
William  H.  Herring  and  others,  that  these  words  were 
omitted  by  clerical  error  in  copying  the  original  resolu- 
tion patted  by  the  LegiaUture  of  Virginia  on  the  3d  Jan- 
uary, 1781  {  which  resoluiion  contains  the  words  "upon 
ber  own  State  establishment,"  and  which  I  ask  the  Clerk 
to  read: 

«•  That  in  case  \he  quantity  of  the  good  lands  on  the 
*toutheast  side  of  the  Ohio,  upon  the  waters  of  the  Cum- 
berland river,  and  between  the  Green  river  and  the 
Tennessee  river,  which  have  been  reserved  by  the  law 
for  the  Virginia  troops  upon  the  continental  establish- 
ment and  upon  her  own  State  establishment,^  should 
(rrom  the  North  Carolina  line  bearing  in  further  upon 
the  Cumberhind  lands,  those  were  excepted)  prove  in- 
euAcient  for  their  legal  bounties,  the  deficiency  shall  be 
made  up  to  the  said  troops  in  good  lan^s,  to  be  laid  off* 
between  the  rivers  ScVHo  and  Little  Miami,  on  the  north- 
west side  of.  the  Ohio  river,  in  such  proportions  as  have 
been  engaged  to  them  by  the  laws  of  Virginis." 

Thus,  sir,  it  is  shown,  most  obviously,  that  Virginia  in- 
tended to  make  ample  provision  for  all  her  troopsi  and 
although  the  fastidious  economist  may  tax  his  ingenuity 
to  huaband  a  dollar,  and  the  technical  lawyer,  by  his 
apeeialapleading  and  forensic  eloquence,  may  attempt  to 


induce  the  House  to  avail  itself  of  advantages  growing 
out  of  a  limited  and  narrow  construction,  or  clerical  er- 
rors, yet  I  cannot  believe  that  those  efforts  can  be  made 
available  when  addressed  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  Sir,  will  any  gentleman  believe,  who  has  made 
himself  acquainted  with  the  policy  pursued  by  Virginia 
in  regard  to  her  troops,  the  liberal  course  of  legislation, 
and  the  fatherly  care  with  which  she  watched  over  their 
interest,  that  she  would  in  a  moment,  as  It  were,  have 
forgotten  all  the  sacred  pledges  made  to  her  soldiers,  and 
that,  too,  when  about  to  divest  herself  of  all  her  vast  and 
incalculable  means?  Sir,  she  did  not  design  to  de  it,  and 
the  records  of  the  day  prove  it.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  sup- 
pose^ if  you  please,  that  I  am  wrong  in  this  position;  and 
that  Virginia,  in  her  great  anxiety  to  promote  the  general 
interest,  at  a  period  of  doubtful  issue  and  awful  hazard, 
when  Our  lacerated  countiy  was  bleeding  at  every  pores 
suppose,  I  say,  that  she  did  omit  to  make  provision  for 
her  soldiers  on  State  establishmeDt,  is  this  the  time  to 
urge  those  quibbles?  Has  not  Congress  long  since 
sdjudicated  and  settled  that  question,  by  a  payment  of 
all  but  a  remnant  of  the  claim,  and  that,  too,  at  a  time 
when  our  Treasury  was  embarrassed  and  our  country  in 
debt?  Are  we  now  to  be  told,  at  the  time  when  the 
Country  is  prosperous  beyond  all  example,  with  our 
Treasury  overflowing  by  the  proceeda  of  those  very 
landf  which  were  generously  surrendered  by  Virginia  as 
a  sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  her  country,  are  we  now  to 
be  told  that  the  whole  course  of  legislation  on  this  sub- 
ject has  been  woong;  that  the  pledged  faith  of  the  na- 
tion is  to  be  forfeited,  the  claims  of  Virginia  rejected, 
and  the  last  hope  of  her  soldiers  annihihited?  If  so,  we 
have  indeed  fallen  upon  unpropitious  times.  Sir,  it  was 
the  army  of  Virginia,  commanded  by  General  Clarke, 
that  secured  to  us  the  Western  country;  by  the  capture 
of  the  British  pos's  at  Kaskaskias  and  St.  Vincent  the 
way  was  opened  which  led  to  the  far  West,  to  that 
country  the  territories  of  which  extend  from  the  Alle< 
ghanies  to  Oregon,  and  from  the  I«akea  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico^a  country  combining  adrsntages  of  soil,  cli- 
mM,  mineral  wealth,  and  commercial  facilities,  une* 
quailed  by  any  known  to  civilized  man;  the  proceeds 
arising  from  the  sales  of  which  have  already  swelled  the 
amount  in  your  Treasury  to  an  extent  which,  according 
to,  the, theory  of  tome  gentlemen,  endangers  the  very  ex- 
istence of  our  political  system.  Sir,  I  repeat  that  this  coua^ 
try  was  coneuered,  inch  by  inch,  by  the  Virginia  troops, 
a  remnant  or  whom  still  linger  on  the  brink  of  the  grave, 
and  ask  you  to  attend  to  their  long-deferred  claims.  I 
will  only  add,  in  conclusion,  that  if  aught  is  done  for 
them,  it  should  be  done  quickly;  the  ravaging  hand  of 
time  waits  not  upon  the  tardy  movements  of  this  Legisla- 
ture. Almost  every  newspaper  received  announces  the 
fall  of  some  one  of  these  old  veterans,  and  every  such  an« 
nouncement  is  but  the  record  of  a  nation's  ingratitude. 
While  we  are  engaged  in  a  mercenary  scramble  for  the 
surplus  revenue,  and  a  dividend  of  the  public  lands,  we 
permit  the  war-worn  veteran,  at  the  e^epense  of  whole 
blood  the  treasure  was  acquired,  to  pu$  down  to  the 
grave,  unwept,  unhonored,  and  unsung.  Sir,  could  tlie 
traditions  of  those  days  be  developed,  co«ld  the  itory 
be  new  told,  we  would  hear  of  scenes  of  thrilling  inter- 
est, and  disinterested  chivalry,  which  would  place  in  the 
shade  many  of  those  acts  of  heroism  on  the  part  of  our 
country,  at  the  recital  of  which  every  bosom  is  warmed 
with  pride  for  our  country  and  gratitude  for  our  sol- 
diers. 

Mr.  CHAPiN  now  moved  the  previous  question, 
Mr.  STORER  inquired  if  the  effect  of  the  previous 
question  would  cut  off  all  his  amendments. 
The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  would  cut  off  all  amend- 

.  ments  except  those  which  had  been  ingrafted  on  the 

I  bill  by  the  Houfc. 
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The  denand  Tor  the  previous  question  was  seconded 
by  the  House:  Yeas  60,  nays  65. 

The  question  recurring  upon  ordering  the  main  ques- 
tion to  be  put, 

Mr.  VINTON  inquired  of  the  Chair  the  eflTect  of  this 
motion  being  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  CHAIR  replied,  that  if  the  House  refused  to  or- 
der the  main  question  to  be  put,  it  would  put  the  sub- 
ject from  before  the  House  for  this  day. 

Mr.  STORER  and  Mr.  HAWES  severally  asked  for 
the  yeasmnd  pays,  but  the  House  refused  to  order  them; 
and  the  question  was  carried,  without  a  division;  and  the 
bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading 
this  day. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CORWIN,  the  committee  took  up 
the  bill  to  provide  fqf  continuing  the  construction  and 
for  the  repair  of  certain  roads,  and  for  other  purposes, 
during  the  year  1837. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through,  Mr.  CORWIN 
proposed  a  substitute  i  which  the  committee  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CRARY  moved,  as  an  additional  section,  an 
amendment  providing  for  the  payment  to  the  proper  au- 
thorities of  the  State  of  Michigan  of  the  sum  of  five  per 
cent,  on  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  lying  in  the  said  State,  from  the  Ist  of  November, 
1835,  to  the  1st  of  Novctnber,  1836,  to  be  applied  to  the 
completion  of  public  roads,  &c 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  CRARY  and  VIN- 
TON, the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CRANE  moved,  as  an  additional  section,  an 
amendment  providing  that  the  construction  of  the  said 
road  should  be  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  board 
of  public  works  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  with  power  to 
change  the  location  of  the  said  road  in  certain  places. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  CRANE,  LANE, 
and  CORWIN,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  KENNON  moved  an  amendment,  as  an  additional 
section,  appropriating  $150,000  for  building  a  bridge, 
&c.,  across  the  Ohio  river,  at  Wheeling,  to  connect  the 
said  road  in  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Obio$  such  bftlge 
not  to  be  erected  till  it  has  been  ascertained,  by  compe- 
tent engineers,  that  the  navigation  of  said  river  would 
not  be  obstructed  thereby. 

The  subject  was  debated  by  Messrs.  KENNON,  HAR- 
DIN, MERCER,  DENNY,  and  VINTON. 

Pending  the  question, 

The  hour  of  three  having  arrived,  the  House  took  a 
recess. 

EvxiriMa  Sxssioic. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GAMBRELENG,  the  engrossed 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  1837,  having 
been  read  a  thV<i  time,  and  the  question  being  on  its 
final  passage- 
Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
with  instructto|is  to  strike  out  the  following:  <*  Provided, 
That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorised  to  ex- 
tend to  collectors  atauoh  other  ports  where  a  surplus  of 
emoluments  has  been  accounted  for  and  paid  into  the 
Treasury  in  1832,  the  privilege  granted  to  the  collector 
of  New  York,  to  take  eflTect  from  the  same  period,  of 
distributing  among  their  clerks  the  surplus  fees." 
.  After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  CAVE  JOHNSON, 
GAMBRELENG,  shd  A.  H.  SUEPPERD, 

Mr.  HAYNES  demanded  the  previous  question;  which.' 
was  seconded:  Yeas  82,  nays  49. 
And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 
And  the  main  question,  being  on  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill,  was  Uken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.     So 
the  bill  passed . 


CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Phillips  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  continuing  the 
Cumberland  road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  amendment  pending  was  an  appropriation  of 
(150,000  for  the  erection  of  a  bridge,  on  the  line  of  said 
road,  across  the  Ohio,  at  Wheeling,  mov^d,  as  an  addi- 
tional section,  by  Mr.  Kshvov;  and. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  VINTON,  CHAM- 
BERS of  Pennsylvania,  STORER,  MASON  of  Ohio,* 
VANDERPOEL,  KENNON,  HARDIN,  and  DENNY, 
the  amendment  waa  disagreed  to,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  moved  an  amendment,  having  refer- 
ence to  the  location  of  the  road  from  Springfield,  Ohio, 
to  Richmond,  Indians,  through  Dayton  and  Eaton,  Ohio, 
and  addressed  the  committee 'at  some  length  in  support 
of  the  proposed  routes  when  the  amendment  was  disa- 
greed to. 

Mr.  CORWIN  moved  the  usual  provision,  that  the 
expenditures  for  said  road  should  be  deducted  from  the 
two  per  cent,  fund  of  the  States  through  which  it  pass- 
es.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRAVES  moved  an  amendment  making  an  ap- 
propriation of  1220,000  for  the  purchase  of  the  Louis- 
ville and  Portland  canal,  and  addressed  the  Jlouse  at 
•ome  length  in  support  of  the  amendment;  when  it  was 
disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MARTIN  moved  an  amendment  providing  that 
the  two  per  cent,  fund  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  public  lands  in  Alabama  shall  be  hereafter  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Legislature  of  said  SUte. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  MARTIN  and  CHAP- 
MAN in  its  support,  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the 
House. 

WEST  POINT  ACADEMY. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1837. 

Several  verbal  amendments  were  made,  on  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  INGERSOLL. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  to  strike  out  the  following  appro- 
priation, which>  be  said,  was  a  new  item  in  the  bill: 

**  For  forty  horses  for  instruction  in  light  artillery  and 
cavalry  exercises,  (10,000." 

Af\tr  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  SMITH,  INGER- 
SOLL, GAMBRELENG,  HAWES,  and  DUNLAP,  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  smend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
the  following  item: 

'*  For  the  erection,  as  per  plan,  of  4  building  for  reci- 
tation and  military  exercises,  in  addition  to  the  amount 
heretofore  appropriated,  ^30,000."  The  amendment 
waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRANGER  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  rote, 
having  voted  in  favor  of  the  amendment  to  strikeout  un- 
der an  apprehension  that  the  appropriation  was  for  a 
different  purpose. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  be  could  not,  injustice  to  the  com- 
mittee and  to  the  country,  consent  to  have  the  remarks 
of  the  honorable  gentlemen  from  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania [Messrs.  CAXsmsLBKo  and  Ihsxbsoll]  go  forth 
without  a  few  words  of  reply,  even  though  it  were  late 
in  the  evening,  knd  all  of  the  committee  are  anxious  to 
avoid  discussion  upon  this  and  all  other  subjects.  I  will 
be  brief  ss  practicable,  and  confine  myself  to  sueb  sug- 
gestions only  as  the  remarks  of  the  two  gentlemen,  to 
whom  1  have  adverted,  have  rendered  absolutely  proper 
to  be  now  made. 

And  first,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  sttenti«B  of  the 


2073 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


3074 


pjib.  28,  isar.] 


Wett  Point  Jeademy, 


[H.off  R< 


committee  to  the  |wc»gniph  of  tbki  bill  propoicd  to  b^ 
stricken  out*  It  is  an  appropriation  of  thirty  tbouaaod 
dollars,  in  addition  to  the  amount  already  appropriated, 
for  ttie  erection  of  a  building^  within  wnich  to  exercise 
and  drill  the  cadets  at  West  Point.  The  {gentleman  from 
Penn^lvania  [Mr.  IiroEBSOLL]  who  reported  this  biU,4nd 
who  never  engages  himself  in  any  subject  without  ma- 
king himself  entire  matter  of  all  its  parts,  will  do  the 
committee  the  justice,  I  trust,  to  inform  them,  when  ho^ 
shall  next  take  the  floor,  what  the  amount  heretofore 
appropriated  for  this  same  building,  in  which  to  exercise 
(he  e»dets,  actually  has  been;  that,  if  we  decide  on  the 
propriety  of  having  such  a  building,  we  may  also  know 
how  much  we  have  heretofore  taken  from  the  public 
Treasury  for  its  erection,  and  to  what  sum  the  thirty 
thousand  jdollars  now  proposed  will  be  an  addttien. 

The  honorable  ppentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cax- 
SAXiMre]  says  this  proposed  building  is  to  protect  the 
cadets  during  the  incleraeocy  of  the  winter  season,  when 
the  snow  is  .from  two  to  six  feet  deept  and  has  urged 
upon  the  committee  the  extreme  hardship  of  requiring 
the  cadets  to  perform  their  exercises  in  the  open  air  in 
such  an  inclement  and  cold  region  as  that  where  West 
Point  is  situated.  Sir,  if  the  gentleman  would  extend 
his  inquiries  somewhat  further  North  or  Bast,  he  would 
find  that  at  points  where  the  winters  are  still  more  in- 
clement than  at  West  Point,  and  where  (he  snow  lies  for 
months  iA  suoeession  from  two  to  eight  feet  deep,  a  very 
large  and  useful  and  respectable  portion  of  the  citiaens 
not  only  incur  the  snows  and  storms  of  winter  by  day 
without  workshops  or  buildings  to  protect  them,  but  ac- 
tually pursue  the  business  of  months  amid  such  snows 
and  storms,  without  a  roof,  or  board,  or  so  much  as  a 
shingle  to  cover  and  protect  them  by  either  day  or  night, 
and  do  not  dream  of  murmuring.  But,  forsooth,  the 
young  cadet  at  West  Point,  who  goes  there  to  acquire 
an  education  for  himself,  who  is  clothed  and  fed,  and 
even  paid  for  his  time,  by  the  Government  while  ac- 
quiring his  education,  cannot  endure  the  atmosphere  of 
West  Point,  without  a  magnificent  building  to  shield  him 
during  tbe  few  hours  in  the  week,  while  in  the  act  of 
beingr  drilled,  aa  part  of  his  education!  The  Government 
is  called  upon  to  appropriate  thirty  thousand  dollars,  in 
addition  to  what  has  already  been  appropriated  for  the 
purpose,  to  protect  the  young  cadet,  who  is  preparing 
to  be  a  soldier,  against  this  temporary  and  yet  most  sal- 
utary expoaure,  as  I  esteem  it.  Sir,  is  Congress  prepsred 
thus  to  pamper  the  effeminacy  of  these  young  gentle- 
men, at  such  an  expense,  too,  upon  the  pulilic  Treasury? 
Is  it  not  enough  to  educate  them  for  nothing,  and  to  pay 
theiD  for  their  time  while  you  are  educating  them,  and 
that  you  provide  for  their  comfortable  subsistence,  com- 
fortable lodgings,  and  all  the  ordinary  comforts,  not  to  say 
numerous  luxuries  of  life,  without  sttempting  to  keep 
them  forever  within  doors,  to  be  raised  like  children^ 
I  am  opposed  to  it;  and  I  think,  whenever  the  people  of 
this  natsjon  shall  be  made  acquainted  with  the  fact,  they 
too  will  be  opposed  to  it. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  New  York  says  the  eiposure  of 
the  cadets  is  very  great,  and  that,  among  other  duties, 
they  sre  required  to  perform  camp  duties  for  three 
months  in  the  year.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  the  law  of  Con- 
gress imposes  three  months'  camp  duty  upon  the  cadet. 
But  the  same  tender  spirit  of  guardianship  which  has 
suggested  the  expediency  of  housing  the  cadets  from  the 
atmosphere  while  performing  their  drill  duties  and  exer- 
cises hss  in  some  way  construed  away  one  third  of  the 
law  of  Congress  upon  this  subject;  and,  instead  uf  three 
months'  camp  duty,  ss  the  law  requires,  the  ctdets  are 
require*',  by  tbe  rules  and  regulations  of  the  institution, 
to  camp  out  only  two  montha  of  the  year;  and  for  this 
purpose,  sir,  every  species  of  camp  utensils  and  camp 
furoUtire  that   GovcranKnt   money  oin   purchase  is 


provided  for  themt  and  this  sane  duty,  thus  pictured 
forth  here  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  as  a  severe 
hardahip,  is  in  fiict  so  tempered  to  the  cadets  as  to  be- 
come a  mere  luxury— a  matter  of  absolute  preference 
among  the  cadets.  The  gentleman -from  New  York  will 
find,  by  the  rules  and  regulationa  of  tbe  Academy,  the 
months  of  July  and  August,  or  of  August  and  Septem- 
ber,* are  aelected  for  this  camp  duty:  seasons  of  the 
year,  sir,  when  it  is  absolutely  a  luxury  and  privilege  for 
tbe  cadets  to  leave  their  close  quarters  and  confined 
rooms,  to  perform  duty  oht  door,  and  to  spend  tbe  nights 
in  their  well-furnished  camps.  Sir,  the  hardships  and 
exposures  of  the  cadets  are  nothing  compared  with  those 
of  the  generality  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  North,  in 
their  ordinary  pursuits!  and  yet  we  are  called  upon  to 
add  to  their  luxuries — two  hundred  Md  fifiy  dollarf 
horses  to  ride,  splendid  camp  equipage  to  protect  them 
from  the  dews  and  damp  air  of  summer,  and  noagnificent 
buildings  to  abield  them  in  their  winter  exercises.  I 
think  it  is  high  lime  for  Congress,  and  for  the  people  of 
this  nation,  to  reflect  seriously  upon  these  OMtters,  and 
to  Inquire  with  somewhst  of  particularity  into  the  char- 
acter of  this  institution. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Ivobesoll]  has  volunteered  to  putjhe  reputation  of  the 
West  Point  Academy  for  mdtaltty  in  issue  at  this  time, 
and  aets  it  out  in  eloquent  description,  as  pre-eminently 
pure  and  irreproachable  in  this  respect. 

Sir,  does  not  the  honorable  gentleman  know  that  the 
history  of  this  institution,  within  a  few  years  back  only, 
bears  quite  different  testimony  upon  this  subject?  Does 
not  the  gentleman  know  the  net — a  fact  well  aubstantia- 
ted  by  the  Register  of  Debates  in  your  library  that  only 
a  fey  years  since  tbe  Government  waa  forced  .into  tbe 
necessity  of  purchasing  up,  at  an  expense  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollani,  a  neighboring  tavern  stand,  as  tbe  only 
means  of  saving  the  inatitution  from  being  overwhelmed 
and  ruined  by  the  gross  immoralities  of  the  cadets?  Is 
not  the  gentleman  aware  that  the  whole  argument  .ui^ed 
to  force  and  justify  the  Government  into  this  purchase 
was,  that  the  moral  power  of  the  Academy  was  unequal 
to  the  counter  influences  of  the  neighboring  tavern? 
And  are  we  to  be  told,  air,  that  this  institution  stands 
forth  In  its  history  pre-eminently  pure,  and  above  com- 
parison with  the  institutions  that  exist  upon  the  private 
enterprise  and  munificence,  and  thirst  for  knowledge, 
that  characterise  our  countrymen?  I  make  these  aug- 
gestions,  and  allude  to  these  facts,  not  voluntarily,  and 
from  a  wish  to  create  a  discussion  upon  either  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  Academy.  When  I  made  tbe  propo- 
aition  to  strike  from  this  bill  the  ten  thousand  dollars  pro- 
posed to  be  appropriated  for  the  purchase  ,of  horses,  I 
neither  intended  nor  desired  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of 
the  institution.  I  have  not  now  spoken,  except  upon  the 
impulse  given  by  the  remarks  of  the  gentlemen  from 
New  York  and  Penosylvauia;  and  now,  instead  of  going 
iiito  the  facts  that  do  exist  in  relation  to  tbe  Academy, 
I  can  asaure  gentlemen  that  I  have  but  scarcely  »p. 
preached  them.  1  have  been  willing,  and  am  now  wil- 
ling, to  have  theae  facts  brought  to  light  at  another  time, 
and  upon  a  proper  occasion  that  will  occur  hereafter* 
and  leave  ihe  people  of  this  nation  to  iudge  of  them  dis- 
passionately. A  report  upon  the  subject  of  this  institu- 
tion will  be  made  shortly,  as  the  honorable  gentle miu 


*  The  rule  sd verted  to  is  aa  follows: 

**  38.  During  the  months  of  July  and  August  the  ca- 
dets will  be  encamped,  and  the  instruction  will  be  ei- 
clusively  military.  During itbe remaining  ten  months  of 
the  academic  year,  instruction  will  be  given  in  all  the 
courses." — Page  14  of  Regulations  of  the  Jieademy, 

f  The  same  bill  proposed  $10,000  to  purchase  forty 
horses  for  the  use  of  the  institution. 
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from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Hawbs]  has  aMured  the  House. 
From  that  report,  all  will  be  able  to  form  an  opinion  as 
to  the  policy  of  the  institution  in  its  present  shape  and 
under  its  present  discipline.  That  some  grave  objec* 
lions  exist  to  both  its  shape  and  discipline,  I  think  all 
will  agree.  But  I  wish  not  to  discuss  either  at  this  time. 
Let  us  know,  however,  and  let  the  country  know,  some- 
thing about  the  expensive  buildings  now  in  progress  at 
IVest  Point,  before  we  conclude  to  add  this  further  ap- 
propriation of  thirty  thousand  dollars  to  the  expenses  of 
the  institution;  and,  while  I  am  up,  I  will  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  reported  this  bill 
to  another  item  in  it,  which  embraces  forage  for  horses 
among  other  matters;  and  I  wish  him  to  specify  to  the 
committee  what  proportion  of  the  sum  of  over  thirteen 
thouBsnd  dollars,  contained*  in  this  item,  is  based  upon 
the  proposed  supply  of  foragA.  We  have  stricken  out 
the  appropriation  for  purchasing  horses,  and  another 
part  of  the  bill  provides  forage  for  the  officers'  horses^ 
hence  a  portion  of  the  item  now  adverted  to  should  prob* 
ably  be  stricken  out. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  HAMER,  CAM- 
BRELENG,  INGERSOLL,  McKEON,  and  JENIFER, 
the  quebtion  was  taken,  and  the  House  determined  to  re- 
consider the  vote:  Yeas  68,  nays  62. 

The  question  recurring^  on  the  motion'  to  strike  out 
the  clause,  Mr.  DUNLAP  moved  to  amend  the  clause 
by  providing  that  the  sum  to  be  expended  for  this  pur- 
pose should  not  exceed  the  amount  appropriated. 
.  Af\er  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  DUNLAP,  HAWES, 
VANDERPOEL,  HAMER,  INGERSOLL,  and  HUNl'S- 
MAN,  the  queation  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Duvlap 
was  taken,  and  rejected. 

The  subject  was  further  debated  by  Messrs.  GQOL- 
80N,  HUNTSMAN,  and  G.  LEE; 

When,  the  question  being  taken,  the  motion  to  strike 
out  was  decided  in  the  negatfve:  Yeas  56,  nays  79. 

8o  the  clause  was  not  struck  out. 

Mr.  BOND  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
the  following: 

**For  tile  erection  of  a  barn  and  public  stables, 
$1,000.*' 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
^  HAWES,  so  much  of  the  item  (lines  17  and  18)  as  was 
for  the  forage  of  horses  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  an 
appropriation  of  $1,000  for  the  purchase  of  law  books 
for  the  Congress  Library. 

Mr.  p.  explained  that  his  reason  for  proposing  the 
amendment  here  was,  that  it  had  been  cut  off  from  the 
civil  list  biU,  to  which  it  properly  belonged,  by  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  **  as  per 
plan,"  in  the  46th  line.  Rejected. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of 
$3,000  fur  the  expenses  of  the  board  of  visiters  to  said 
Academy.   Rejected. 

There  being  no  further  proposition  to  amend  this  bill, 
it  was  laid  aside. 

INDIAN  HOSTILITIES. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  an  additional  appropriation  for  the  suppression  of 
Indian  hostilities  for  the  year  1837. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  BELL  and  CAM- 
BRBLENG,  the  bill  was  laid  aside  without  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  (SAMBRELENG,  the  committee 
rose  snd  reported  the  three  last-mentioned  bills  to  the 
House. 

The  House  concurred  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  their  amendments  to  the  Cumberland  road  bill* 


Mr.  WEBSTER  renewed  bis  motion,  made  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  in  regard  to  the  direction  of  a  per* 
tion  of  this  road. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  demanded  the  previous  questioo« 
which  was  seconded  by  the  House:  Yeas  74,  nays  51. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken* 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  ^the  engrossmeot  of 
the  bill,  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
-     And  the  bill  having  been  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
at  this  time,  and  the  question  being  on  its  final  paa« 
•»ge— 

Mr.  BOND  said  his  attention  had  been  called  to 
the  journal  of  the  House  in  relation  to  the  bill  for  the 
continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road,  passed  at  the  hiat 
session.  He  said  bis  name  there  appeared  recorded 
in  the  negative,  but  that  be  had  not  so  voted.  Mr.  B« 
said  he  did  hot  attach  any  blame  to  the  Clerk,  aa  the  er- 
ror was  no  doubt  accidental;  but  he  felt  himaelf  bound  to 
notice  the  mistake,  and  he  thought  this  the  appropriate 
moment  to  do  it. 

Having  done  so,  Mr.  B.  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
House  would  now  indulge  him  with  the  yeas  and  nays  oo 
the  present  bill;  and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  89^ 
nays  59. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  >  House  then  took  up  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  suppression  of  Seminole  hostilities,  wbioli 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  at  this  time. 

And  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
-      WEST  POINT  ACADEMY. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point.  The  amend- 
ments made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  concur- 
red in. 

Mr.  CHAPIN  demanded  the  previous  question} 
which  the  House  seconded;  and  the  main  queation 
was  ordered  to  be  now  taken.  '  And  the  main  question, 
being  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  for  a  third  reading, 
was  taken,  and  carried.  And,  having  been  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  now,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. ' 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  an  adjournment,  but  withdrew 
the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  RENCHER,  who  moved  that  the  engrossed  bills 
on  the  Speaker's  table  be  tsken  up  and  read  a  third 
time;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  first  bill  in  order  waa  the  bill  to  provide  a  uni- 
furm  rule  for  the  pay  and  mileage  of  members  of  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisisna,  moved  to  lay  the  same 
on  the  table.   • 

Mr.  RENCHER  cslled  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

.  Mr.  VINTON  said  it  was  very  evident  that  the  rule  in 
relation  to  the  transmission  of  bills  from  one  House  to  the 
other  would  have  to  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Houae 
must  do  to-morrow  the  business  which  it  could  not  get 
through  with  to-night.  He  moved  an  adjournment i  (it 
being  now  ten  o'clock.) 

Mr.  REED  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  55,  nays  80. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Some  bills  were  received  from  the  Senate;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  5LADE,  at  a  few  minutes  past  10  o'clock. 

The  House  adjourned. 

Wbon£soat,  Mabcb  1. 
INVESTIGATION  REPORTS. 
Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  from  a  majority  of  the 
select  committee  appointed  on  the  4th  day  of  January 
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Iftsty  (o  in^aire  whether  the  several  banks  employed  for 
the  depoeite  of  public  money  have  employed  an  agent, 
to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Government,  to  transact  their 
business  at  the  Treasury  Department;  tiso,  the  character 
of  such  business)  the  compensation  received  by  said 
agentt  whether  employed  at  the  request  or  through  the 
procurement  of  the  Treasury  Department^  whether  he 
receives  compensation  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, &c.,  reported  thereon  at  length,  concluding  with 
the  following  ilesotutions:  ^ 

1.  Reaolvedf  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,)  That 
the  several  banks  employed  for  the  deposite  of  the  pub- 
lic money  have  not  all,  or  any  of  them,  by  joint  or 
several  contract,  employed  an  agent,  to  reside  at  the  seat 
of  6overnmen%  to  transact  their  business  with  the  Treas* 
ary  Department. 

2.  Rtdohedt  (ss  the  opinion  of  this  committee,)  That 
no  agent  for  the  transaction  of  business  between  the  de- 
posite banks  and  the  Treasury  Department  has  been 
employed  at  the  request  or  through  the  procurenient  of 
isid  Department. 

.  3.  Retoioed,  (aa  the  opinion  of  this  committee,)  That 
the  business  of  the  deposite  banks  with  the  Treasury  De- 
partment is  not  conducted  through  any  agent,  but  ia 
transacted  directly  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
or  some  officer  of  the  Department. 

4.  Resohed^  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,)  That 
no  agent,  in  any  way  connected  with  the  public  depos- 
ites,  since  the  removal  of  said  deposites  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  has  received  any  compensation 
from  the  Treasury  Department. 

5.  Retohed,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,)  That 
several  of  the  deposite  banks  have  employed  an  agent, 
to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Government,  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  and  transmitting  information  affecting  the  in- 
terests of  said  banks,  both  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment and  other  sources,  and  transmitting  public  docu- 
ments i  that  agent  is  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  who  receives 
such  saliVy  from  said  banks  as  they  annually  deem  his 
services  worth. 

Which  said  resolutions  lie  upon  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  H.  JOHNSON,, from  the  same  committee,  believ- 
ing that  the  committee  has  drawn  erroneous  conclusions 
from  some  of  the  testimony,  presented  the  grounds  of 
bis  difference  in  writing,  and  bis  reasons  for  not  concur- 
ring in  the  report  of  the  majority,  remarking  that, 
agreeing  with  the  views  of  the  majority  in  the  greater 
part  of  their  report,  he  regrets  the  difference  of  opinion 
on  points  to  which  he  has  alluded. 

Mr.  t^EYTON,  from  the  same  committee,  submitted* 
at  length,  the  views  of  the  minority,  accompanied  by  a 
resolution  that  the  same,  with  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments, be  inserted  in  the  journal  of  the  House,  as  con- 
taining the  views  of  the  minority  of  this  committee {  and 
moved  that  the  report  of  the  minority  of  said  commit- 
tee be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  state  uf  the  Union,  with  instructions  to  report  a 
bill  prohibiting  in  future,  under  sufficient  penalties,  the 
communication  of  secret  intelligence,  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  for  the  benefit  of  the  deposite  or  any 
other  banks,  which  concerns  all  banks  alike. 

In  presenting  the  above  report, 

Mr.  PEYTON  rose  and  said:  t  rise,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
present  a  report  from  the  minority  of-^  select  commit- 
tee of  which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Gablavd]  is  chairman.  I  offer  the  paper  which  I 
hold  in  wy  band,  as  containing  the  views  of  the  minority 
of  that  committee,  from  a  majority  of  whom  a  report 
baa  just  been  made  by  the  chairman.  In  reference  to 
the  report  of  the  minority,  I  wish  to  submit  a  motion  to 
the  House,  directing  that  it  be  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  nn  the  state  of  the  Union,  with 
instructions  to  report  a  bill  prohibiting  in  future,  under 


sufficient  penalties,  the  communication  of  secret  intelli- 
gence; by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  deposite  or  other  favorite  banks,  which  is  with- 
held from  others,  and  which  concerns  all  the  deposite 
banks  alike. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  must 
obtain  the  leave  of  the  House. 

No  objection  being  raised  in  any  quarter, 

Mr.  PEYTON  was  proceeding.  Mr.  Speaker,  upon 
the  proposition— 

The  CHAIR.  The  gentleman  will  forward  his  prop- 
osition to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  PEYTON  having  done  so,  was  again  about  to 
proceed,  when 

The  SPEAKER  inquired  if  the  gentleman  included 
the  report  of  the  majoritv  also  in  his  motion  to  commit, 

Mr.  PEYTON  replied 'in  the  negative,  and  proceed- 
ed. Mr.  Speaker,  upon  the  proposition  which  I  have 
sent  to  the  Chair,  I  wish  briefly  to  atate  the  reasons 
which  have  influenced  me,  as  one  of  the  minority,  to 
make  the  motion. 

It  appears,  sir,  from  the  evidence  tiken  in  this  case, 
that  there  is  resident  in  this  city  a  secret  agent  of  many 
of  the  moat  important  of  the  deposite  banks,  who  is  in 
the  habit  of  communicating  to  those  banks  secret  infor- 
mation which  he  obtains  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  from  the  Treasury  Department,  which» 
in  my  opinion,  is  unauthorized  and  unjustified  by  any 
law,  principle,  rule  of  reaaon  or  of  justice,  and  tends, 
also,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  jeopard  the  safety  of  the 
public  money,  to  encourage  corrupt  combinations  for 
the  purpose  of  speculation,  and  to  destroy  the  equality 
of  benefits  which  should  be  extended  to  all  the  citizens 
and  all  the  banks  of  the  United  States  alike.  I  will 
name  one  instance,  which  must  force  itself  strongly  upon 
the  mind  of  the  most  incredulous,  as  well  as  upon  that 
of  the  most  prejudiced  partisan. 

This  agent,  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  obtained  information 
of  the  expected  issuance  of  the  Treasury  order  of  July 
11,  requiring  specie  payments  for  the  public  lands,  and 
communicated  that  information,  as  a  matter  of  favor  and 
indulgence,  to  his  distant  friends;  while,  sir.  Congress, 
then  in  session,  and  every  individual  member  of  it,  as  far 
as  we  have  any  information,  were  permitted  to  remain 
in  profound  ignorance  of  the  intention  or  deaign  of  issu- 
ing such  an  order!  Yes,  sir,  this  « Treasury  familiar,** 
aa  he  has  been  appropriately  styled,  obtained  possession 
of  this  cabinet  secret  about  the  last  of  June  or  first  of 
July — Congress  adjourning  upon  the  4th-~and  informed, 
for  one,  the  cashier  of  the  Girard  Bank,  at  Philadelphia, 
of  the  intended'issuance  of  that  order.  And  what  makes 
the  case  still  more  aggravated  and  suspicious  is  this:  that 
when  the  question  was  propounded  to  the  witness,  who 
communicated  to  his  friends  and  partners  in  speculations 
in  the  public  lands,  and  bank  stocks,  and  Treasury  cer- 
tificates, whether  he  was  not  a  party  interested  in  these 
transactions,  the  witness  stood  mute^  and  refused  to 
answer  the  question!'  And^  sir,  shall  it  be  tolerated  in 
this  land,  shall  it  be  sanctioned  by  this  House,  that  a 
man  irresponsible  to  the  laws  and  unknown  to  the 
country,  a  secret  spy  in  the  Treasury,  shall  ohtain  in- 
formation of  an  intended  measure,  which  was  at  least  a 
doubtful  exercise  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  Executive, 
involving  the  currency,  trade,  and  commerce  of  the 
country,  and  the  value  of  every  species  of  property  of 
the  citizens  of  these  United  States;  and  that  he  shall  use 
that  information  as  a  matter  of  speculation,  in  connexion 
with  others,  and  those  others  high  officers  of  this  Gov- 
ernment! iind  yet  the  American  Congress  not  have  the 
independence,  not  have  the  political  honesty,  to  inter- 
pose its  shield  and  protect  the  Treasury  of  this  nation, 
and  the  people  of  this  country,  from  such  abuses  of 
power?    Why,  sir,  when  it  was  proposed  to  forwsrd  in- 
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tcrrogilories  to  the  deposite  banks  and  the  recnvtn  of 
public  money,  as  to  the  secret  emoluments  of  this  agent, 
I  propounded,  or  proposed  to  be  propounded,  a  ques- 
tion to  this  effect:  whether  the  said  agent  was  not  enga- 
ged, directly  or  indirectly,  with  any  officer  or  officers 
of  the  Goremment,  in  speculations,'  and  whether  he  did 
not  derive  the  larger  part  of  his  emolument  in  that  way, 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Haxkr,]  one  of  the 
members  of  the  committee,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  "any  officer  or  officers  of  the  Government," 
wherever  they  occurred «  which  motion  was  sustained  by 
a  majority  of  the  commitle^  but  only  by  a  majority  of 
one,  the  honorable  chairman  [Mr.  GABLAHn]  voting,  as 
he  did  on  almost  every  occauon,  for  the  most  liberal  in- 
vestigation into  what  we  were  directed  to  inquire;  a 
most  important  branch  of  which  was,  as  to  the  amount 
of  the  agent's  compensation.  Yet  the  majority  of  the 
committee  chose  to  give  so  rigid  and  technical  a  con- 
struction to  the  resolution  under  which  we  were  autho- 
rized to  act,  that  we  were  denied  the  right  of  proving  to 
this  nation  that  lYhitney,  in  connexion  with  high  officers 
of  the  Government,  was  engaged  in  speculating  upon 
this  very  Treasury  order  of  the  11th  of  July,  by  draw- 
ing specie  from  4he  deposite  banks,  and  yelling  it  as  a 
matter  of  merchandise,  instead  of  applying  it  to  the  pur- 
poses of  Government.  That  inquiry  was  suppreswd  by 
the  majority  of  the  committee,  upon  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  before  referred  to,  because,  no  dottbt,  the 
majority  thought  they  had  not  the  power  to  reach  any 
gentleman  connected  with  the  Government,  unless  he 
was  in  the  Treasury  Department!  notwithstanding  that 
every  individual  may  have  formed  a  partnership,  a  league 
Qf  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  in  this  war  upon  the 
public  treasure,  with  R.  M.  Whitney.  That,  sir,  wss 
the  construction  given  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  by 
(he  majority  of  this  committee. 

Mr.  CU8HMAN  here  sprung  up,  and  announced  that 
he  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  Did  the  gentleman  move  the  previous 
question?  because,  if  not,  I  call  him  to  order. 

Mr.  CU8HMAN  said  he  understood  the  majority  of 
the  committee  had  made  their  report,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed  and  lie  on  the  table.  The  minority  of  that 
committee,  he  understood,  wished  also  to  present  their 
views,  and,  having  the  leave  >)f  the  House,  had  done  ao, 
making  a  different  motion  for  its  disposition.  Now,  the 
point  he  raised  was  this:  whether  it  was  proper  that  the 
minority  of  the  committee  should  go  into  facts  laid  before 
them,  until  the  whole  proceeding,  as  contained  in  both 
reports,  should  come  up  before  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  decided  against  the  point,  and  that  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  strictly  in  order. 

Mr.  CU9HMAN  again  rose,  and  was  about  to  pro- 
ceed, when 

Mr.  PEYTON  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  object  to  the 
gentleman's  being  heard,  because  I  have  always  under- 
stooil  the  previous  question  is  debatable.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  CUSHMAN.  1  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  intends  to 
insinuate  any  thing  from  my  course  in  this  House? 

Mr.  PEYTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  know  the  ope- 
ration of  the  previous  question  as  well  as  that  gentleman 
does.  I  had  supposed  that  the  sphere  of  its  operations 
was  circumscribed  to  the  limits  of  this  House;  but,  sir, 
1  am  just  informed  that  the  gentleman  moved  the  previ- 
ous question  on  my  friend  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Gbabax,]  in  the  late  election  in  the  Buncombe  district. 
[Mr.  C.  sent  documents,  under  his  frank,  during  the 
canvass  between  Graham  and  Newland,  in  behalf  of  the 
latter.]  But,  sir,  the  previous  question  was  cut  ofl'  in 
that  instance  by  my  friend  from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN.  The  gentlrihan  is  mistaken^  I  have 
not  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  CHAIR.  Order!  The  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see is  on  the  floor* 


Mr.  PEYTON.  Mr,  Speaker,  if  the  prerioas  qae». 
is  settled,  I  will— 

The  CHAIR.  Ttie  previous  question  is  hot  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  PEYTON.    But  its  personification  joat  has  been. 

[Much  laughter.  This  will  be  understood  by  a  word 
of  explanation .  A  distinguished  gentleman  from  yirjpnia 
last  session  described  Mr.  C  as  the  *•  very  perwnifica- 
tion  of  the  previous  question,"  and  he  has  ever  since 
gone,  in  the  House,  by  that  name.  The  gentleman  ia 
generally  on  the  look-out  for  the  eye  of  the  Chair  on 
particular  occasions,  and  it  has  been  whisfiered  aside 
that,  8tc.,  vice  ffena,-^Rep.] 

Mr.  P.  proceeded.  Mr.  Speaker,.  1  was  proceed- 
ing, as  well  as  I  could  make  myself  understood,  and 
it  is  very  difficult  for  me  even  to  speak  so  as  to  be  heard* 
owing  to  a  severe  cold  and  accompanying  hoarseness,  in 
consequence  of  attending  your  night  sessions — I  say* 
sir,  I  was  proceeding  to  show  that  there  was  an  agent 
here;  that  he  was  vested  with  great  powers  trusted  with 
secrets;  suspected  of  being  engaged  in  heavy  specula- 
tions, and  in  all  probability,  from  the  evidence,  connect- 
ed in  those  speculations  with  the  officers  of  this  Govern- 
ment; all  of  which  tended  to  corrupt  its  purity  and  to 
squander  the  treasure  of  the  nation;  and  that  such  abuses 
required  and  called  aloud  for  the  exercise  of  the  power 
of  the  House  to  shield  the  public  treasure  firom  furtlter 
loss  snd  peculation. 

Sir,  we  have  established  that  this  ageney  exists;  that 
Reuben  M.  Whitney  is  the  principal  ag^nt;  we  have  also 
shown  the  nature  and  obiects  of  this  agency,  and  I  hare 
just  glanced  at  some  of  the  duties  which  appertain  to  his 
station.  What  is  the  amount  of  his  compensation?  Thiv 
is  a  question  which,  it  will  be  seen,  is  difficult  if  not  im- 
possible to  answer,  because  the  agent  himself  and  thoae 
connected  with  him  refuse  to  disclose  the  facts.  What 
is  thi  character  of  his  business?  It  is  no  easy  matter  to 
give  a  spec'ifio  response  to  this  inquiry,  his  powers  ard 
so  broad  and  his  business  so  general.  I  have  alluded  to 
one  or  two  branches  of  his  business,  such  ss  giving  in- 
formation of  the  forthcoming  of  the  Treasury  circular  of 
the  11th  July;  joining  his  friends  at  a  distance  and  offi- 
cers of  the  Government  in  converting  that  circular  into 
a  matter  of  merchandise,  &c.  I  will  now  allude  to  an- 
other branch  of  said  agent's  business.  Independent  of 
his  speculations  for  himself  and  his  friends:  that  Reuben 
M.  Whitney  has  friends  and  partners  hi^h  in  office,  bigfti 
in  power,  who  are  so  strongly  linked  with  him,  so  close- 
ly allied  to  htm,  that  to  separate  them  would  be  like 
separating  the  Siamese  twins — ^it  would  be  death  to  both; 
and  hence  they  are  bound  to  make  common  cause  with 
him — compelled  to  protect  him.  Of  this  there  can  no 
longer  remain  a  doubt,     f^ook  at  the  facts,  sir. 

1  propounded  to  Mr.  Whitney  this  interrogatory  whiM 
he  was  on  his  examinstion  before  the  committee:  In 
drawing  up  your  protest,  were  you  aided  by,  or  did  any 
member  of  this  committee,  or  of  the  House,  give  you 
any  advice,  assis'ance,  or  opinion,  in  relation  to  said  pro* 
teat  ?  The  witness  answered  that,  so  far  as  the  members 
of  the  committee  were  concerned,  he  was  not  assisted, 
aided,  nor  counselled.  But,  when  I  came  to  press  the 
other  branch  of  the  inquiry  upon  him,  in  all  its  forms 
and  shapes,  he  shrunk  from  the  investigation,  aaid  the 
question  was  ••inquisitorial,"  and  therefore  would  not 
answer  it.  He  could  not  deny  but  that  his  protest  waa 
drawn  up  in  full  consultation  with  some  members  of  this 
House;  else  why  did  he  answer  one  branch  of  the  inter- 
rogatory, and  refuse  to  respond  to  the  other? 

Again,  sir:  when  cslled  upon  to  disclose  who  were 
his  partners  in  these  speculations,  derivable,  and  deriva- 
ble alone,  through  his  power,  as  an  agent  or  officer  of 
the  deposite  banks,  he  demurred,  and  refused  to  answer. 

When  questioned  at  to  whether  he  bad  or  bad  not» 
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t'mee  this  inresttgfttion  coamenced,  written  to  those  mt  a 
diatftnce,  who  were  iupposed  to  be  in  possession  of  fact  s 
which  might  lead  to  imports nt  developments,  making 
important  communications  to  them  on  public  matters,  aN 
fecting  the  treasure  of  the  country  and  the  legislation  of 
Congress,  and  whether  he  did  not,  in  conclusion,  mark 
these  letters  as  **  confidential,''  and  tioldmg  up  threats 
of  ruin  if  they  dared  disclose  them;  to  that  question  be 
also  stood  mute,  and  refused  to  answer. 

But,  sir,  there  was  one  gentleman  of  the  committee 
which  the  delicacy  of  Mr.  Whitney,  though  on  oath  be- 
fore the  committee,  would  not  lufler  him  to^mention, 
whom  he  seems  to  have  conaulted;  but  it  ek'ed  out  in 
the  investigation  before  the  House.  When  asked  wheth- 
er any  member)  of  the  committee,  or  of  the  House,  did 
or  did  not  counsel  him  in  drawing  up  his  protest,  he 
swore  that,  from  motives  of  delicacy,  he  would  not  ap- 
proach the  members  of  the  committee,  and  bad  carefully 
abstained  from  all  conversation  with  them.  Tet,  sir, 
how  does  it  torn  out  in  evidenced  Why,  it  was  dis- 
closed by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Fairvisld,] 
in  bis  evidence  before  the  House,  that,  upon  a  certain 
occasion,  he  called  upon  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  GitLKT,]  and  found  him  and  Reuben  M.  Whitney 
in  close  conclave  together,  after  night,  in  the  room  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  and  that  he  [Mr.  Faibfield] 
thereupon  went  away,  leaving  them  alone  in  their  glory! 
Now,  Heuben  must  have  pretty  suddenly  changed  all  his 
ideas  of  propriety,  or  **  delicacy,"  as  he  himself  terms  it, 
to  have  beeome  bold  enough  to  force  himself  upon  a 
member  of  the  committee. 

Why,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  unhesitatingly  assert  that  he  may 
have  employed  counsel  most  learned  in  the  law,  and 
skilled  in  alt  thejpules  of  criminal  jurisprudence,  deeply 
resd,  and  pre-eminently  acute  and  ingenious  in  quibbles 
and  technicalities^  but  he  never  could  have  got' one  more 
true  to  him  than  has  been  thst  very  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Gilxst,]  a  member  of  the  select  com- 
mittee. And  I  will  say  for  him  that  he  has  been  consis- 
tent throughout  the  whole  of  the  investigation.  Why, 
sir,  f  propounded  a  question  of  this  character,  to  which 
he  objected.  Having  been  informed  by  a  gentleman, 
well  known  here,  of  the  first  respectability  aiid  highest 
honor,  residing  in  Philadelphia,  that  the  cashier  of  the 
Union  Bank  of  Tennessee,  coming  to  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, to  trsnaact  business  in  relation  to  his  bank  with 
the  Treasury  Department,  had  better  sensd  than  to  call 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  mere  man  of 
straw,  like  Maelzel's  automaton,  in  the  hands  of  Reuben 
Whitney,  but  that  he  passed  him  by,  ai|^  approach- 
ing the  source  of  power  in  that  Department,  went  direct- 
ly to  Whitney,  taking  care  to  deposite  to  his  credit  or  in 
his  hands  a  bill  or  check  for  a  thousand  dollars,  or  some 
large  amount  of  money.  That  he  called  in  the  morning, 
and  Whitney  told  him  he  had  arranged  his  business  to 
his  satisfaction!  that  the  favors  which  he  sought  were  ex- 
tended. Unfortunately  there  was  not  time  from  the 
38th  of  January,  when  the  information  reached  me,  to 
get  Mr.  Vaii  Wyck's  (the  cashier  of  said  bank)  testimo- 
ny. This,  however,  I  do  know,  from  the  highest 
sources,  that  he  (Van  Wyck)  has  said  that  he  gave 
Whitney  a  check  or  note  to  pay  him  for  his  services. 
Now,  sir,  is  or  is  not  this  a  case  of  bribery  f  It  must  be 
so,  sir.  It  could  not  have  been  otherwise;  fur  his  influ- 
ence he  received  the  money.  I  do  not  reflect  on  Mr. 
Van  Wyck.  I  asked  him,  (Whitney,)  is  it  true  or  false? 
But  when  I  propounded^  the  question  he  was  mute— 4ie 
was  dumb. 

[Mr.  P.  being  called  on  by  a  member,  [Mr.  Bsali,] 
here  explained  how  he  came  in  possession  of  the  above 
liicts,  by  a  letter  received  on  the  28th  of  January,  from 
ft  gentleman  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  he  drew  out  the 
liscts  conveyed  in  that  letter  in  a  series  of  interrogatories 
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'Which  he  propounded  both  to  R.  M.  Whitney  and  to  the 
late  cashier  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Tennessee,  A.  Van 
Wyck.] 

Now,  sir,  what  does  this  establish^  Does  it  not  estab- 
lish Whitney's  power,  and  his  abuse  of  that  power,  by 
receiving  a  bribe  of  a  thousand  dollars  for  the  exercise 
of  it?  Whitney  could  not,  dare  not,  attempt  to  gain- 
say the  fact.  I  instantly,  sir,  proposed  the  inquiry  to 
be  sent  to  the  witness  at  Nashville,  and  have  him  exam- 
ined upon  the  facts,  but  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Gillbt]  objected,  and  recorded  his  vote  against 
it  upon  the  yeas  and  nays,  as  did  the  gentlemen  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Faibfisu)]  an^  New  Hampshire  [Mr. 
PiBBcs,]  suppressing,  or  attempting  to  suppress,  that 
important  branch  of  the  inquiryt  but  we  succeeded. 
Nor  was  this  all.  When  it  was  agreed  that  the  inter- 
rogatories I  had  framed  should  be  propounded  to  Mr. 
Van  Wyck,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was  found 
alone  voting  against  his  being  summoned.  I  have  since 
received  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  of  known  honor  and 
integrity,  at  Nashville,  confirming  the  statements  con- 
tained in  the  letter  from  Philadelphia,  and  expreasing 
the  regret  of  the  writer  at  Mr.  Van  Wyck's  absence  at 
New  Orleans.  I  have,  however,  the  letter  from  the 
p^entleman  to  whom  1  have  alluded,  confirming  the  facts 
in  every  particular,  and  stating  that  the  cashier  (Mr. Van 
Wyck)  expressed  his  surprise  that  the  other  bank  at 
Nashville  did  not  employ  Mr.  Whitney. 

Mr.  P.  continued.  Sir,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
travels  a  long  way  out  of  the  issue,  particularly  accord- 
ing to  the  strict  construction  put  upon  the  resolution  of 
the  House  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  passes 
a  high  eulogiam  upon  Keuben  M.  Whitney  with  regard 
to  political  .transactions.  He  says,  in  substance,  that 
justice  to  that  gentleman  (Mr.  Whitney)  requires  him 
to  state  that  he  always  held  political  considerations  of 
no  influence  whatever  in  the  selection  of  deposite  banks* 
That  IS  what  the  Secretary  says  of  Reuben.  .Now, 
what  does  Reuben  say  to  the  officers  of  these  banks 
themselves,  when  they  make  their  application  for  the 
public  money?  Why,  sir,  he  writes  a  letter  to  the  pres- 
ident of  the  Planters'  Bank  at  Natchez,  James  C.  Wil- 
kins,  then  a  candidate  on  the  White  ticket  for  Congress, 
beginning  as  follows:  ^ 

«•  Washihotow,  SepL  30,  1835. 

'■  DsAK  Sib:  When  I  wrote  you  last,  I  did  not  inform 
you  that  it  had  been  represented  here  that  you  were,  or 
would  be,  the  candidate  for  the  Senate  in  opposition  to 
Walker.  This  I  then  considered  was  a  tale  for  the  pur- 
poae  of  operating  prejudicially  to  the  interest  of  the 
Planters'  Bank,  got  up  by  some  one  who  was  striving 
to  direct  a  part  of  its  Government  agency  to  another  in- 
stitution," &c. 

Yes,  says  he,  when  he  first  heard  it,  he  believed  it  to 
be  a  calumny,  a  *Male,"  got  up  by  *'some  one  who  was 
striving  to  direct  a  part  of  its  Government  agency  to 
another  institution ."  Was  it  then  a  crime  to  run  for  the 
Senate  in  opposition  to  Walker?  He  then  goes  on  to 
lay  down  his  doctrines,  some  of  which  are  very  sound, 
but  winds  up  by  stating  that  he  would  consider  it  proper 
to  remove  the  deposites  from  any  institution  employed 
as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government  which  should  be 
hostile  to  the  administration.  This  is  no  interference  in 
politics!  Reuben  M.  Whitney  is  entitled  to  all  praise 
on  account  of  abstaining  from  such  interference!  So 
swears  your  Secretary. 

Take,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  case  of  the  Illinois  Bank. 
His  conduct  in  that  instance  was  the  most  outrsgeous, 
impudent,  overbearing,  reckless  exercise  of  power 
which  was  ever  perpetrated  by  any  man  in  office — and 
this  known  to  and  connived  at  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.     An  application  was  made  by  the  Illinois 
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Bank  to  become  one  of  the  depositories  of  the  public 
money;  and  then  began  a  f«ir  test  of  Whitney's  power, 
politically  speaking,  for  this  was  altogether  a  political 
contest.  I  believe  (  can  say  thst  the  evidence  is  in  ex- 
istence showing  that  every  one  of  the  Representatives 
in  Congress  from  Illinois  recommended  the  bank  of  that 
State  to  be  employed  as  a  depository  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. T  think  the  two  Senators  also  united  in  there- 
quest.  These  gentlemen  were  governed,  as  I  hope  and 
believe,  by  "higher  considerations  than  party  politici. 
They  looked  alone  to  the  interest  of  the  country  in 
which  the  bank  was  located;  and,  rising  above  all  sordid 
and  selfish  views,  recommended  this  bank  to  be  select- 
ed, notwithstanding  its  officers  were  known  to  be  politi- 
cally opposed  to  the  administration.  Well,  what  was 
the  result'  Whitney  opposes  i^  and  puts  his  veto  upon 
it.  He  stands  up  against  the  bsnk.  The  cashier  ap- 
plies to  him;  no,  I  am  wrong,  one  of  the  directors  ap- 
plies to  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  the  cashier  having  written 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  had  not,  it  would 
seem,  answered  his  letter;  but  he  appeared  to  be  dis- 
posed to  decline  any  correspondence  on  the  subject, 
because  it  would  have  to  be  placed  on  file  in  the  De- 
partment. Correspondence  is  oftt  n  carried  on  through 
this  dark  and  suipioious  organ  of  communication,  Reu- 
ben M.  Whitney,  though  the  final  consummation,  the 
mere  matter  or  form,  is  transacted  through  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  One  of  the  directors  writes  to  Reuben 
M.  Whitney,  offering  him  a  large  reward,  as  much  as 
the  other  banks' gave  him,  and  asked  him  to  obtain  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  reply  to  the  cashiei's 
letter.  Reuben  replied,  'M  must  be  frank  with  you; 
candor  compels  me  to  say  that  charges  of  the  most  seri- 
ous character  are  brought  against  your  bank."  And 
what  are  these  charges,  Mr.  Speaker^  Why,  Whitney 
says  the  chatter  has  been  violated  by  the  manner  in 
which  the  stock  was  taken.  This  is  one  allegation — a 
mere  pretext.  But  then  he  proceeds  mainly  to  charge 
that  some  of  the  officers  connected  with  the  "Ohio  Life 
and  TtmA  Company"  are  stockhnlders  in  the  Illinois 
Bank,  and  that  these  are  known  to  be  hostile  to  the  ad- 
ministration, and  that  their  object  was  to  produce  a  po- 
litical change  in  the  States  of  Illinois,  Missouri,  Indiana, 
and  Ohio.  And,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Tillson,  a  director, 
he  says,  *' there  are  serious  charges  against  your  bank; 
and  I  must  tell  >  ou  that,  with  any  pecuniary  sacrifices  to 
myself,  1  will  oppose  your  application,  unless  you  can 
clear  your  bank  of  all  these  charges."  And  yet,  sir, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  says  that  Whitney  abstain- 
ed from  all  political  influence  whatever!  The  result 
was,  that  the  bank  did  not  get  the  public  money,  was 
turned  out  of  competition  with  the  other  bsnks,  and  the 
moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  public  lands  in  that  State 
were  transferred  from  it  to  the  bank  at  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, and  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  of  which 
he,  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  at  a  salary  of  $1,000,  was  the 
agent! 

Take  another  case.  The  Bank  of  Michigan,  at  De- 
troit, says:  **  This  bank  desires  to  co-operate  with  the 
Treasury  Department  in  its  measures  for  the  general 
good;  and  with  that  view  solely,  the  proposition  receiv- 
ed from  you  (to  become  its  agent)  will  be  acceded  to  in 
due  time." 

Take  again  the  case  of  the  bank  at,  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont. There,  sir,  you  will  find  the  most  flagrant  and 
palpable  influence  and  exercise  of^  political  power, 
through  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  upon  that  State  during 
the  late  elections.  Whitney  applied  to  become  the 
agent  of  that  bank,  and  they  implored  him  almost  on 
their  knees  to  spare  them  from  the  tax  he  had  exacted 
from  other  banks.  «•  Look,"  say  ihey,  •«  at  our  insulated 
situation,  cut  oflT,  as  it  «ere,  from  trade  and  commerce; 
you  cannot  expect  to  receive  the  same  from  us  as  from 


the  other  banks  in  the  large  commercial  cities.  We  are 
willing  to  co-operate  with  the  Government,  and  pay  for 
all  the  services  you  may  render  us."  Whitney,  howev- 
er, renewed  his  application  for  an  anmial  salary  in  the 
most  imposing  form,'  sending — what  think  you,  Mr. 
Speaker?  why,  sending  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  fi'om  *'a  distinguished  gentleman  re- 
siding here,  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Executive," 
without  a  name,  but  who  speaks  for  the  President  and 
the  Secretary,  pledging  both  to  Reuben's  fcheme,  and 
both  answering  for  Reuben's  fitness,  and  recommending 
his  employment.  And  yet,  sir,  when  I  moved  in  com- 
mittee (he  having  been  discharged  before  that  letter  came 
to  the  committee  from  the  bank)  to  have  Whitney  resum- 
moned, to  testify  in  reference  to  its  authorship,  a  major- 
ity of  a  committee  appointed  by  this  House  to  ascertain 
and  report  facts  shrunk  appalled  from  the  investigation, 
and  suppressed  the  truth  of  that  most  important  inquiry. 
But,  sir,  what  did  this  House  itself  do?  I  appealed 
from  what  1  conceived  to  be  an  unjust  exercise  of  pow- 
er, on  the  part  of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  to^the 
fairness,  justice,  and  duty,  of  the  House.  I  offered  a  res- 
olution requiring  the  Speaker  to  summon  Whitney  to 
appear,  either  before  the  committee  or  before  the  House 
itself,  and  answer  as  to  the  suthorship  of  that  letter,  and 
let  us  see  whether  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  or  the  Postmsster  General,  wrute  it,  or  wheth- 
er it  was  a  forgery  of  your  Treasury  pet.  And  what 
course  did  the  House  take?  Having  the  day  before 
humbled  itself  upon  its  knees  to  Reuben  Whitney,  it 
dared  not  ask  him  to  come  to  its  bar!  Having  just  be- 
fore appeared  at  its  bar,  and  gone  away  in  triumph,  it 
refused  to  summon  him  either  before  the  committee  or 
before  the  House.  Have  1  not  a  right,  therefore,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  ssy  to  the  American  people,  (I  will  declare 
it  to  my  constituents,)  that  this  inquiry  was  suppressed, 
that  the  truth  was  suppressed  by  the  majority  of  tbe  ih- 
vestigating  comipittee,  backed  by  «•  the  party"  in  this 
House?  The  people  will  see  and  appreciate  the  craven 
spirit  which  has  governed  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  you  have  not  only  humbled  yourselves 
to  the  President,  and  pocketed  in  silence  his  rebuke  for 
appointing  these  committee?,  but  you  have  humbled 
yourselves  to  the  meanest  and  vil^at  instrument  in  the 
bands  of  the  slaves  of  the  President.  Sir,  you  have 
humbled  yourselves  to  Reuben  M.  Whitney!  Now,  in 
all  bodies,  heretofore,  that  had  any  regard  even  to  the 
forms  of  justice,  or  the  slightest  regard  to  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  people,  in  the  sppointment  of  committees 
raised  for  thMurpose  of  carrying  out  any  measure,  but 
more  particularly  to  carry  on  investigations  like  the  pres- 
ent, which  are  always  unthankful,  and  more  or  less 
perilous  to  those  charged  with  them,  the  Speakers  of  all 
deliberative  bodies  have  heretofore  never  failed  to  ap- 
point majorities  in  favor  of  tlie  inquiries.  How  is  the 
case  here,  sir?  Two  committees  have  been  appointed 
at  the  close  of  this  Congreu,  fur  which  we  have  been 
battling  for  years  past,  but  so  near  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion that  we  have  only  twenty-nine  days  remaining  in 
which  to  collect  testimony  from  all  parta  of  the  country, 
and  six  members  out  of  nine  of  the  committee  opposed 
to  the  very  investigation  they  were  raised  to  carry  on! 
Such  an  appointment  by  a  Speaker  is  unprecedented  in 
tbe  history  of  the  civilized  world.  But  how  can  it  be 
otherwise,  sir?  The  price,  in  these  days,  which  must 
be  paid  for  power  is  the  sale  and  prostration  of  every 
principle  of  honor,  patriotism,  and  independence;  and* 
1  fear,  sir,  the  day  is  distant  when  we  shall  see  the  Speak- 
er of  an  American  Congress  dare  to  appoint  investiga- 
ting committees  a  majority  of  whom  will  be  in  favor  of 
inquiry,  how  important  soever  it  may  be  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  institutions  snd  liberties  of  this  country.  No» 
sir.    He  who  obtains  place  in  these  days,  upon  tbe  con- 
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ditions,  annexed  to  it,  will  look  down  from  his  Iof>y 
height,  from  the  Turpeian  rock  on  which  you  are  tot- 
tering, and  knowing  he  was  lifted  there  as  a  party  in- 
^  strument,  to  do  the  bidding  of  those  who  placed  him 

*  there,  he  will  not  dare  to  act  independently;  f<;e1ing 
conscious  of  the  means  and  motives  of  his  elevajion,  and 
the  little  claim  he  had  on  the  score  of  merit,  he  would 
shrink  back  amazed  and  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  his 
fall.  It  would  be  too  great  a  sacrifice,  for  it  would  sink 
him  into  the  abyss  of  nothingness  out  of  which  he 
sprung.  Why,  sir,  for  a  small  great  roan  to  look  down 
from  that  height  upon  which  you  ait,  would  be  like  the 
immense  precipices  over  which  the  guide  of  the  poor 
old  blind  man  in  the  play  of  Lear  seemed  to  be  looking, 
at  the  clifT  of/ Dover.  The  members  upon  the  floor 
would  appear  to  him  no  larger  than  mice,  smaller  than 
Gulliver's  Lilliputian^.  And  would  he  hazard  such  a 
fall?  Oh,  no,  sir,  neverl  Any  man  who  crawls  up  to 
that  point,  in  these  days,  will  never  hazard  the  conse- 
quences of  a  patriotic,  a  generous,  or  a  noble  action;  it 
would  be  fatal  to  him.  How,  then,  could  it  be  expect- 
ed otherwise  in  the  appointments  of  the  investigating 
committees?  But,  while  I  think  of  it,  candor,  honor, 
justice,  require  of  me  that  I  should  say,  and  I  do  so 
with  the  utmost  pleasure,  thai  the  chairman,  [Mr.  Gjlr- 
lA^xo,]  although  opposed  politically  to  the  inquiry, 
has,  like  an  honest  man,  in  spite  of  your  party  tactics 
and  party  technicafities — his  honest  bosom,  swelling 
with  patriotism,  elevated  him  above  all  other  considera- 
tions— he  has  given  a  latitude  of  interpretation  to  the 
resolution  under  which  we  were  authorized  to  act,  for 
the  fullest  inquiry.  Sir,  it  is  honorable  to  him,  and  he 
has  risen  higher  in  my  estimation.  I  wish  I  could  say  it 
of  afl  the  members  of  the  committee.  He  has  raised  a 
monument  to  his  honor  and  patriotism  higher  than  th"^ 
dizzy  height  upon  which  you  sit,  sir. 

[Mr.  Booir  here  interposed,  and  called  for  the  orders 
of  the  day.  There  were  loud  cries  of  «•  go  on!  go  on !" 
But  Mr.  B.  insisted  on  his  motion,  and  Mr.  Pettoit  was 
consequently  compelled  to  give  way  without  conclu- 
ding.] 

SUSPENSION  OF  RULES. 

.  Mr.  WHITTLESEY  moved  to  suspend  the  16th  rule, 
b>  which  no  new  bills  should  be  sent  from  one  House  to 
the  other  during  the  last  three  days  of  the  session.  Lost 
Mr.  W.  moved  that  the  bills  from  the  Senate  lying  on 
the  Speaker's  table  be  taken  up  and  referred  lo  the  ap> 
propriate  committees.  He  said  that,  unless  this  was 
done,  they  must  lie  over  until  the  next  session.  If  the 
House  refused,  he  s!iou1d  ask  the  yeas  and  nays,  so  that 
it  might  be  known  who  were  opposed  to  taking  up  thoae 
bills. 

CURRENCY  BILL. 

•  Mr.  PATTON  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  the  Senate's  bill  designating  and 
limiting  the  funds  receivable  for  the  revenue  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  116,  nays  38. 

This  bill  had  been  reported  back  to  the  House,  with 
the  following  amendment: 

**  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  no  part  of  this  act 
shall  be  construed  as  repealing  any  existing  law  relative 
to  the  collection  of  the  revenue  from  customs  or  public 
lands  in  the  legal  currency,  or  as  substituting  bank  notes  of 
any  description  as  a  lawful  currency  for  coin,  as  provided 
in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States;  nor  to  deprive  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  power  to  direct  the  col- 

•  lectors  or  receivers  of  the  public  revenue,  whether  de- 
rived from  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sales  of  the  public 
lands  not  to  receive  in  paymen%  for  any  sum  due  to  the 
United  States,  the  notes  of  any  bank  or  banks  which 
the  said  Secretary  may  have  reason  to  believe  unworthy 
of  credit,  or  which  he  apprehends  may  be  compelled  to 
suspend  specie  payments." 


Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  that,  at  any  other  period  of 
the  session  than  the  present,  he  might  have  sddressed 
some  remarks  to  the  House  on  this  subject,  but  he  would 
now  forbear.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  a  misconstruction  of  the  act, 
and  securing  the  public  revenue  from  serious  frauds,  had 
brought  forward  this  amendment.  It  was,  however,  for 
the  House  to  adopt  or  reject  it,  a^they  thought  proper; 
but  he  hoped  those  gentlemen  who  were  so  solicitous 
about  this  bill  would  grant  him  the  privilege  of  record- 
ing his  vote  upon  the  amendment.  Mr.  C.  then  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  said  he  would  not  occupy  the  at. 
tention  of  the  House  more  than  a  moment.  The  amend* 
ment,  he  apprehended,  was  new  to  moat  of  the  mem- 
bers upon  this  floor.  He  had  examined  it  carefully,  and 
he  believed  that  the  effect  of  it,  if  it  passed,  would  be  to 
legalize  powers  that  were  claimed  and  exercised  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  were  before,  to  say  the 
least,  very  doubtful.  Its  effect  would  be  to  destroy  the 
bill,  to  neutralize  and  to  nullify  every  valuable  provision 
in  it.  He  stated' this  lo  the  gentlemen  of  the  West;  for, 
if  he  understood.the  amendment,  its  effect,  if  carried  out, 
would  be  the  same  as  the  Treasury  order,  viz:  to  bring 
the  whole  country,  in  the  region  of  the  land  offices,  down 
to  a  speete  basis;  to  drive  from  circulation  every  bank 
note,  which  could  be  converted  into  specie,  issued  by 
the  barjks  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  land  offitses;  and,  in 
place  of  their  own  paper,  have  in  circulation  the  notes 
of  distant  banks — ^ihoie  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and 
New  England. 

He  did  not  give  his  assent  to  all  the  provisions  of  this 
bill;  it  was  not  one  which  he  would  have  offered,  nor 
was  it  the  best  bill  that  could  have  been  presented  and 
matured.  He  took  this  occasion  to  say  that  he  deemed 
the  whole  system  of  banking,  the  whole  financial  opera- 
tions of  the  Government,  so  far  as  the  currency  was  con- 
cerned, as  in  a  distracted  condition,  and  such  as  did  not 
meet  his  concurrence.  He  believed  it  was  a  system 
which,  sooner  or  later,  would  inflict,  must  inflict,  on  the 
country  a  calamity  which  now  was  probably  little  antici- 
pated. He  believed  that  the  currency  of  this  wide-ex- 
tended country  never  could  be  properly  cjegulated  with- 
out some  great  central  controlling  power  over  the  State 
banks.  But  he  would  not  now  go  further  into  the  sub- 
ject, because  he  knew  that  the  time  of  the  House  was 
too  valuable,  at  this  period  of  the  session,  to  be  occupied 
by  him. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  gentlemen  looked 
upon  this  bill  as  a  repeal  of  the  Treasury  order.  This 
was  not  so;  because  at  last  it  left  the  matter  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  he  ventured  to  say,  if  the 
bill  was  now  passed,  the  specie  order  would  not  be  re- 
pealed. It  did  not  require  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  receive  the  notea  of  specie-paying  banks  for  the 
public  revenue,  but  left  it  discretic5nary  with  him  to  do 
so  or  not.  The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  merely  declared  the  effect  of  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution,  which  were  paramount  to 
all  the  laws  which  could  be  passed  on  the  subject.  If 
the  bill  went  to  legalize  the  notes  of  any  banks  in  pay- 
ment for  the  public  revenue,  be  ventured  to  assert  that 
it  would  receive  but  few  votes  in  that  House. 

Mr.  MERCER  made  some  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Manv,]  and  in  op- 
position to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  merely  rose  to  say  that  he  should 
vote  on  the  various  bills,  propositionf,  and  amendments, 
relating  to  the  currency  and  money  in  which  the  pub- 
lic dues  were  collected,  as  it  might  seem  best,  or  rather 
least  mischievous.  By  these  votes  he  did  not  wish  to 
be  understood  to  mean  that  any  remedy  could  be  found 
for  the  evil  proposed  to  be  cured  or  afl'ected — pretend* 
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ed  to  be  designed  by  these  measures  to  be  cured.  He 
meant  the  evil  arising  out  of  having  in,  or  passing 
through,  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  such  vast 
sums  of  money  as  are,  and  have  been,  and  probably 
wilt  be  for  some  time. 

The  evil  (he  said)  consisted  in  having  the  money. 
The  sore  evil  of«the  gathering  this  money  has  been  felt 
by  all  in  the  South—the  selling  of  a  man's  properly  for 
half  its  worth,  to  raise  money  that  is  not  wanting.  The 
same  has  been  felt  by  all  in  the  North,  except  a  few 
rich  monopolists;  but  the  eyes  of  the  people  have  been 
blinded  by  these  monopolists,  who  have  felt  the  benefit 
of  the  collecting  of  it.  A  few  rich  owners  of  stock  in 
the  manufactories  are  the  only  persons  benefited  by  the 
collection,  except  the  officers  through  whose  hands  the 
money  is  to  pass,  and  those  who  have  received  the  ill- 
gotten  gains  by  favor  of  those  officers. 
«  Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  who  is  to  be  injured  by  the 
fact  that  we  have  these  sums?  All,  all,  sir,  (there  is 
no  general  rule  wUhout  an  exceptimi,  however,^  ex* 
cept  those  same  stockholders  in  manufactories,  and  the 
same  officers  in  whose  hands  the  money  is  remaining, 
or  through  which  it  is  psssing,  and  those  whose  ill-got- 
ten gains  have  made  them  feel  the  advantage  of  large 
sums  of  money — so  large — in  the  hands  of  men  who  have 
the  power  to  distribute  it,  and  have  their  own  ways  and 
means  and  benefits  in  the  choice  of  those  hands  into 
which  it  is  to  fall. 

It  was  said  that  some  charged  that  it  had  been  urged 
that  people  might  be  corrupted  by  their  own  money. 
No  such  belief  had  been  entertained  or  suggested  by 
him.  Sir,  the  people  got  none  of  it  back.  It  corrupt- 
ed the  sgents  of  the  people;  not  the  people  themselves. 
It  corrupted  those  into  whose  hknds  such  large  sums 
were  gathered  i  not  those  out  of  whose  hands  (hose  sums 
were  taken,  never  ag^in  to  be  returned. 

Some,  he  observed,  said  that  a  continued  distribution 
was  a  high  tariff  measure.  Mr.  B.  knew  it  was.  Some 
urged  one  distribution  would  be  an  example  for  another. 
Mr.  B.  knew  it  would,  and  that  considersition  brought 
him  to  a  stand  on  the  engrossment  of  the  deposite  bill 
last  session. 

Some  said  we  would  then  reduce  the  tariff,  (at  the 
last  session,)  but  there  was  not  time  then.  Mr.  B. 
waited  to  see;  had  his  doubts.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  this  session,  his  colleague  [Mr.  Mxrckb]  moved 
to  introduce  a  resolution  to  relinquish  all  claim  to  the 
money  deposited  with  the  States.  Mr.  B.  voted  to  lay 
it  on  the  table;  not  that  he  doubted  his  right  and  duty 
to  return  to  the  people  any  money,  or  any  part  of  any 
money,  that  we,  or  any  body,  bad  unjustly  or  illegally 
taken  from  them. 

Still  waiting  and  hoping  to  see  the  revenue  taken 
down  to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  or  some  serious 
snd  efficient  means  and  steps  taken  to  bring  It  to  that 
point,  it  is  now  within  a  day  or  two  only  of  the  close  of 
the  session,  and  the  rules,  perhaps,  would  not  allow  of 
the  introduction  of  a  new  bill,  and  passing  it.  He  had 
taken  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution,  not  the  rules 
of  the  House,  and  would  gladly  see  any  bill  introduced, 
or  brought  forward,  which  was  likely  to  bring  the  rev- 
enue down  to  the  wants  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Speaker,  how  is  this  to  be  done?  By  drying  up 
the  fountains  only— no  other  way.  What  are  they?  Im- 
posts and  sales  of  public  lands.  He  would  cast  off 
either,  or  half  of  either,  or  both  of  them,  and  be  in 
debt,  sooner  than  endure  this  state  of  things.  Why  not 
cut  down  the  tariff?  It  will  kill  the  monopolists.  Why 
not  stop  sales  of  public  lands?  It  will  produce  some  in- 
convenience to  the  settlers.  Why  not  remedy  this,  by 
giving  pre-emption  before  instead  of  after  settlement, 
and  sell  when  you  want  the  money;  and  it  will  do  no 
harm  to  any  body,  giving  the  settlers  the  benefit  of 


their  improvements.  It  will  kill  the  speculators  in  pub- 
lic lands.  Sir,' if  the  present  system  is  to  go  od,  it  will 
kill  us  all. 

As  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  it  will  stop  but  little 
of  the  accumulation.  We  are  told  that  there  will  be  no  * 
surplus.  We  were  told  last  year  there  would  be  none*- 
a  slight  mistake  of  thirty -seven  and  a  half  millions  i 
(some  one  said  forty-twb;)  Mr.  B.'said,  perhaps,  some 
trifle!  Such  a  mistake  might  happen  again!  Be  was 
pleased  that  it  then  occurred  to  him  to  do  (what  he  bad 
hardly  ever  thought  to  do  in  any  speech  of  his)  justieo 
to  a  meritorious  officer.  He  was  sure  that  the  Secre- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Woodbury)  was  as  honest, 
able,  industrious,  and  courteous  an  officer  as  he  ever 
saw.  Some  one  remarked  that  he  had  made  a  mistake 
of  thirty-seven  millions.  Mr.  B*  said  that  might  be 
true;  a  great  many  had,  besidea  him,  if  he  did.  He 
made  a  great  mistake,  and  waa  an  boneat  roan.  He 
might  make  it  again;  and  a  worse  man  might  make  b 
worse  mistake.  He  might  overlook  the  propriety  of 
paying  it  over  or  putting  it  into  safe  places  of  depositee 
Mr.  Woodbury  had  kept  safe— lost  none— paid  oier^-«o 
far  as  it  appears  yet. 

Suppose  (his  mistake  is  made  again?  He  waa  told, 
he  said,  by  some,  that  if  it  did,  there  must  be  no  pro- 
vision made  to  divide — that  tended  to  tarifiT  and  cunsoH* 
dation.  Mr.  B.  knew  it.  But  what  is  to  be  done  with 
it?  Let  it  stay,  is  the  only  answer.  What  is  the  con- 
sequence of  that?  Corruption  of  the  officers,  and  aH 
the  fountains  of  truth  and  justice,  is  the  answer.  But 
(said  Mr.  B.)  some  proposed  to  appropriate  money 
enough  to  cover  it.  Certainly  you  can  appropriate 
money  enough  to  cover  any  sum.  But  will  that  remedy 
the  evil?  Will  not  the  money  laid  out,  and  passin^p 
through  the  handa  of  the  officers,  corrupt  as  much  as 
any  thing?  And  is  not  this  the  very  evil  we  wish  to 
cure? 

Wb^n  evils  of  this  magnitude  are  before  us,  can  we 
be  in  earnest  in  saying  we  will  remedy  them,  when  we 
are  spending  weeks  and  months  and  years  upon  vain 
disputes  and  trifles,  and  descantations  upon  the  relative 
merits  and  demerits  of  particular  men  in  office,  or  out  of  ^ 
office,  seeking  to  get  in? 

If  we  wibh  to  reduce  the  revenue,  the  means  are  sim- 
ple and  the  way  is  plain;  and  the  time  is  ample  now, 
and  has  been  more  ample  than  it  is  now,  and  has  been 
wasted;  and  why  do  we  not  do  it?  There  can  be  but 
one  answer.     We  do  not  wish  to  do  it. 

Well  sir,  (he  said,)  if  we  will  not,  he  would  send  aa 
much  of  it  back  to  his  own  State  and  people  as  he  could. 
This  disturbs  the  constitutional  sensibditits  of  some  gen- 
tlemen desperately.  Where  are  their  constitutional 
difficulties  when  they  are  ra'sing  and  holding  it  against 
all  right  and  all  constitution' 

He  said  he  did  not  mean  to  advocate  distribution, 
tariff,  breach  of  constitution,  consolidation;  nothing 
like  it.  All  this  thing  is  done.  The  money  has  been 
raised  almost  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  or  rather  the 
sums  that  paid  cff  our  debts,  and  leA  this  balance  under 
protecting  duties;  sgainst  which  he  had  labored  all  he 
could,  and  all  in  vain.  What  should  be  done  with  them? 
He  knew  they  corrupted  the  people's  agents,  in  the 
States  as  well  as  here.  Those  agenta  are  neither  bet- 
ter nor  worse  than  they  are  here.  This  is  the  reason 
that  we  cannot  find  out  and  agree  upon  what  shall  be 
done  with  the  money.  They  that  have  it  there,  as  well 
as  they,  that  have  it  here,  do  not  wish  to  part  with  it. 

We  can  reduce  the  amount  by  stopping  the  sales  o§ 
the  land— but  we  will  not.  We  can  bring  it  down  by 
giving  the  lands  away  to  the  States  and  Teiriiories  but 
we  will  not.  I  think  either  preferable  to  thia  state  of 
things.  As  to  the  idea  that  we  shall  sell  the  lands  to 
the  people  for  less  money  than  we  can  get  for  them. 
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it  is  preposterous  in  the  statement.  Would  we  do  so 
with  our  own  lands?  Certainly  not.  Why,  then,  do  so 
with  the  public  property ' 

If  we  give  any,  let  us  say  so,  and  tell  to  whom  we 
give  it.  If  we  sell,  let  us  sell  as  we  sell  our  own  prop- 
erty. When  we  give,  if  we  have  any  right  to  give,  let 
'  us  tell  the  people  to  whom  we  give  it. 

He  had  no  idea  (be  said)  that  there  was  any  prospect 
whatever  of  reducing  the  income,  and  had,  at  the  same 
time,  no  belief  that,  while  these  vast  sums  were  collect- 
ed and  kept  either  in  the  State  or  United  States  Treas- 
ury, the  currency  could  be  kept  steady.  There  was 
but  one  way  to  keep  that  steady.  Let  every  man  mind 
his  own  business,  take  care  of  his  own  money,  and  pay 
his  own  debts,  and  that  promptly,  in  any  money  that  his 
creditors  will  take,  as  soon  as  they  fall  due;  and  let  the 
Government  do  the  same,  and  take  care  to  collect  no 
more  than  it  needs,  and  spend  no  more  than  is  necessa- 
ry, and  I  will  warrant  the  currency  to  be  kept  steady. 
The  Government  and  its  officers,  having  under  their 
control  these  vast  sums,  can  unsettle  the  currency,  and 
they  will  do.  it,  whoever  may  be  at  the  head;  and  neither 
act  nor  proviso,  nor  the  great  central  controlling  money 
power^  (the  Bank  of  the  United  States,)  can  prevent  it. 
All  such  things  serve  rather  to  shield  the  officer  than  to 
expose  him  to  responsibility.  If,  then,  I  vote  for  any 
of  these  bills,  or  provisoes  to  them,  1  wish  now  to  notify 
the  House,  and  particularly  my  constituents,  that  I  have 
little  faith  in  any  measure  in  regard  to  regulating  the  cur- 
rency, or  providing  a  better,  or  any  thing  else  that  is 
good  in  public  matters,  until  the  revenues  of  the  Gov- 
ernment are  greatly  reduced,  and  these  vast  sums  al- 
ready accumulated,  and  held,  directly  or  indirectly,  it  is 
immaterial  which.  Under  the  control  of  the  officers  of 
the  Government,  either  State  or  Federal,  be  returned  to 
the  people,  or  actually  spent. 

Mr.  PATTON  supported  the  bill,  and  opposed  the 
amendment,  which  he.  insisted  went  to  nullify  the  bill. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  remarking  that  the  House  and 
the  nation  well  understood  the  whole  subject,  demanded 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  GALBRAITU  inquired  if  the  previous  question 
would  cut  oif  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  such  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  success  of  that  motion. 

The  House  seconded  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question:  Yeas  82,  nays  66. 

Mr.  CAMBRGLENG  then  said,  as  this  previous  ques- 
tion was  one  of  the  most  important  ever  taken  in  that 
House,  he  must  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question, 
"Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?''  which  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  ELMORE  said, as  he  had  voted,  under  a  misappre- 
hension, for  the  second  to  the  previous  question,  he 
would  move  a  reconsideration  of  that  vote. 

The  CHAIR.  The  motion  was  a  novel  one,  but  he  had 
DO  doubt  of  its  not  being  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
Brmative:  Yeas  126,  nays  71,  as  follows: 

Ybjls — Messrs.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Anthony, 
Bailey,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Buchanan, 
Bunch,  J.  Calhobn,  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  G.  Cham- 
bers. J.  Chambers,  Chapman,  Chetwood,  Childs,  N.  H. 
Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  .Connor,  Corwin, 
Craig,  Crane,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Denny,  El- 
noore,  Evans,  Everetr,  Fowler,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland, 
Gbolson,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  H.  Hall,  Harlan,  Harper,  S.  S.  Harrison,  Haw- 
king llazeltine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hop- 
kins, Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Huntsman,  Ingersoli, 
W.  Jackson,  Janes,  J .  W.  Jones,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lawler, 
Lawrence,  Lay,  G.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  LewiS)  Lincoln,  Love, 


Lucas,  Lyoii,  Martin,  8.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCarty, 
McComas,  McKennan,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Morgan, 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Qwens,  Parker,  Patton,  D.  J. 
Pearce,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Phelps, 
Phillips,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed,  John  Reynolds,  . 
Richsrdson,  Robertson,  Schenck,  Shields,  Slade,  Sloane, 
Spangler,  Sprag^,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Suther- 
land, Taliaferro,  W.  Thompson,  Turner,  Wsgener, 
Washington,  Webster,  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Wih 
liams,  S.  Williams,  Wise,  Yell— 126. 

NxTS— Messrs.  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bockee,  Boyd,  Brtggs,  Brown,  Burns,  W.  B. 
Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Cbapin,  Coles,  Cramer,  Crary, 
Cosh  man,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Efner,  Far|in, 
French,  Fry,  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Hamer, 
Hannegan,  Hardin,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Ha wes,  Haynes, 
Holt,  Huntington,  Ingham,  C.  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  Lan- 
sing, J.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  A.  Mann,  J. 
Mann,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim, 
McLene,  Mercer,  Page,  Parks,  F.  Pierce,  Rencher,  Jo- 
seph  Reynolds,  Rogers,  Seymour,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shinn, 
Sickles,  Smith,  Taylor,  J.  Thomson,  Turrill,  Under- 
wood, Vanderpoel,  Vinton,  Ward,  Wardwell— 71. 
'    So  the  House  ordered  the  main  question  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  McCARTY  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question;  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas 
143,  nays  59,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Adamr,  C  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Anthony, 
Bailey,  Beale,  Bell,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin, 
Bovee,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  J.  Calhoon,  W.*B.  Cal- 
houn, Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  G.  Chambers,  J.  Cham- 
bers, Chapman,  Chetwood,  Childs,  N.  H.  Claiborne, 
J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig, 
Crane,  Crary,  Cushing,  Dawson,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans, 
Everett,  Fowler,  French,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Ghol- 
6on,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Grif- 
fin, Hiland  Hall,  Hannegan,  Harlan,  Harper,  S.  S.  Har- 
rison, Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Hiester, 
Herod,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt, 
Huntsman,  Ingersoli,  Ingham,  W.  Jackson,  Janes,  Jeni- 
fer,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lawler,  Lawrence, 
Lay,  G.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lucas, 
Lyon,  J.  Mann,  Martin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCar- 
ty, McComas,  McKennan,  McK'm,  Mercer,  Milligan, 
Montgomery,  Morgan,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Owens, 
Parker,  Patton,  D.  J.  Pearce,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearson, 
Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Potts, 
Reed,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Robertson, 
Schenck,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele, 
Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thompson,  Turner, 
Underwood,  Vinton,  Wagcner,  Washington,  Webster, 
White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams, 
Yell— 143. 

Nats — Messrs.  Aah,  Barton,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Black, 
Bockee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burns,  Cambreleng,  Chaney, 
Cbapin,  Coles,  Cushman,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  £f. 
ner,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fry,  Fuller,  Galbraith,  J.  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hardin,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hult,  Hunting- 
ton, Jarvis,  C.  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  Lansing,  J.  -Lee, 
Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  A.  Mann,  W.  Mason,  M.  Ma- 
son, McKay,  McKeon,  McLene,  Page,  Parks,  F.  Pierce, 
Joseph  Reynolds,  Rogers,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickle?, 
Sn»ith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Turrill,  Vander- 
poel, Ward,  Wardwell— 59. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  was 
then  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  (after  some  remarks 
from  Mr.  HARDIN,  explanatory  of  his  reasons  for  voting 
against  the  bill.) 

A  joint  resolution  was  received  from  the  Senate,  sus- 
pending the  operation  of  the  16th  joint  rule,  so  as  to  au- 
thorize bills  which  passed  either  House  on  the  28th  ult. 
to  be  sent  to  cither  House. 
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Mr.  CAMBRKLENG  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
eonsideration  of  the  resolution  until  iHer  the  recess. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  GARLAND  of  Lou- 
isisns,  ADAMS,  C.  JOHNSON,  MERCER,  and  SUTH- 
ERLAND, the  motion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to. 

LAND  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to' the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate bills,  on  the  Speaker's  table,  coming  up  on  the  ques- 
tion of  reference.  *    •  * 

The  first  in  order  was  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled 
*<  An  act  to  prohibit  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  except 
to  actual  settlers,  in  limited  quantities,  and  for  other  pur- 
posesi"  which  bill  had  heretofope  been  read\  first  time, 
and  was  arrested  in  its  further  progress  by  an  objection 
from  Mr.  HiBDiir  to  the  second  reading;  which  objec- 
tion brought  the  question  directly  before  the  House, 
<«  Shall  this  bill  be  rejected?" 

Mr.  HARDIN  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  concluded 
his  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  After  which,  he 
withdrew  his  objection  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  renewed  the  objection. 

And,  pending  the  question,  the  hour  of  three  having 
arrived,  the  House  took  a  recess  until  half  past  fouf 
o'clock. 

EvEiriNo  Ssssioir.   J^ 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  entitled  *'  An  act  to  prohibit  the  sales  of 
public  lands  except  to  actual  settlers,  in  limited  quanti- 
ties-,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  BOON  was  entitled  teethe  floor,  but,  after  some 
conversation,  gave  way  to 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  who  renewed  the  motion  made 
by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Hjlroif,]  and  withdrawn,  to  re- 
ject the  bill. 

Mr.  U.  then  made  an  argument  of  considerable  length 
against  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  then  obtained  the  floor, 
and  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  LOVE  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  moved  a  call  of  the  House.    Lost. 

Mr.  GARLAND  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  McKENNA'N  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  and,  on 
that  motion,  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
orOtred,  and  were:  Yeas  62,  nays  124. 

So  the  House  refused  to  order  the  call. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay  the 
bill  oiHthe  table,  and  decided  in  the  afllirmative:  Yeas 
lOr,  nays  91,  as  follows: 

Yejls — Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey, 
Beale,  BonH,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon, 
Willia-n  B.  Calhoun,  CampSell,  Carter,  George  Cham- 
bers, John  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chetwood,  Childs,  Na- 
thaniel H.  Claiborne,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crane, 
Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Drom- 
goole,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  Fowler,  French,  James 
Garlatid,  Graham,  Granger,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson, 
Grennell,  Grifiin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hender- 
son, Hiester,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Ingersoll, 
William  Jackson,  Janes,  Joseph  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea, 
'Lincolni  Love,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  KlcComas,  Mc- 
Kennan,  McLene,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Morgan,  Morris, 
Parker,  Patton,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew, 
Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  Rxhardson, 
R  )bertson,  Rogers,  Schenck,  VViIliam  B.  Shepard,  Au- 
gustine H.  ^epperd,  Slade,  Smith,  Spangli-r,  Steele, 
Storcr,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Un- 
derwood, Vinton,  Washington,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lew- 
is Williams,  Wise— 107. 

NiTS'Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Bj&rton,  Bean,  Beau- 


mont, Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Burns,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chapin, 
John  F..H.  Claiborne,  Coles,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cushmaii« 
Doubleday,  Dunlap,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fry,' Fuller,  Gal- 
braith.  Rice  Garland,  Gholson,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Ha- 
mer,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Haynes,  Holt,  Howard,  Hub- 
ley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Jarvis,  Cave  John- 
son, Henry  Johnson,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Law- 
ler,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Logan, 
Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Martin, 
William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  May,  McCarty,  McKay, 
McKim,  McKeon,  Miller,  Muhlenberg,  Parks,  Patter- 
son, Franklin  Pierce,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  John  Reynolds, 
Seymour,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Sprague,  Standefer, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Vanderpoel,  Wage- 
ner,  Wacd,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Sherrod  Williams, 
Yell— 9L 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  number  of  Senate  billr,  on  the  Speaker's  table,  were 
then  read  twice  by  their  titles,  and  appropriately  refer- 
red to  the  standing  committees. 

The  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  executrix  of  R. 
W.  Meade  coming  up  on  Us  first  and  second  reading, 

Mr.  A.  MANN  moved  to  lay  the  same  on  the  Ubie. 

Mr.  LANE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  with- 
drew the  motion. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  motion  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  82,  nays  6L 

The  Senate  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  certain  goods 
destroyed  by  the  late  conflagration  in  the  city  of  New 
York  coming  up  on  the  question  of  reference, 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  Uble. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  not  ordered. 

.  The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was  rejected : 
Yeas  71,  nays  79. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  the  commitment  of  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  Its  commitment  to  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Wsys  snd  Means,  but  withdrew  the  motion  on 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  McKEON  that  a  bill  similar  to 
this  was  now  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  « An  act  to  organ- 
ize the  several  fire  companies  in  the  District  of  Colum  - 
bis''  was  read  twice  by  its  title;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
W.  B.  SHEPARD,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing at  this  time,  and  was  passed. 

The  bill  to  charter  the  Firemen's  Insurance  Conc- 
pany  of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  was  read  twice  by  its  title t  and,  after  a  few 
remarks  from  Messrs.  WARDWELL,  W.  B.  SHEP- 
ARD, LAWRENCE,  and  WASHINGTON, 

The  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WARDWELL,  was  so 
amended  as  to  add  a  proviso  that  it  should  be  lawful  for 
Congress,  at  any  time,  to  alter,  amend,  or  repeal  the 
same. 

And,  thus  amended,  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  W.  B. 
SHEPARD,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-moirow. 

The  Senate  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  the  sev- 
ersl  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports'*  coming  up  on  its 
first  and  second  reading, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  its  commitment  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  its  commitment  to  the  Committee 
oir  Manufactures. 

And,  the  question  being  taken,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Cambbeleko  prevailed. 

Several  bills  from  the  Senate  were  severally  read  a 
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first  and  iecond  time,  and.  then  read  a  third  time  and 
paised. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  authorizing  the 
purchise  ^nd  distribution  of  a  numb^  of  copies  of  Ma- 
comb's Tactics,  coming  up  on  the  first  and  second  read- 
ing, 

Mr.  HAWBS  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  tl^e  ta- 
blet which  motion  prevailed:  Yeas  78,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate,  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  Macomb's  Tactics,  was  laid,  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table; 
which  last  motion,  after  an  ineffectual  effort,  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  THOMPSON,  to  induce  Mr.  H.  to  withdraw  it, 
prevailed. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWARD,  the  House  took  up, 
considered,  and  concurred  in,  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  repealing  the  discriminating  duties  on 
Efutch  and  Belgian  vessels  and  their  cargoes. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  made  an  inefTectual  motion 
again  to  go  into  committee  on  certain  bills. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENCHER,  at  nine  o'clock. 

The  House  adjourned. 

Tbubsdat,  Mabcb  3, 

NAVAL  APPRENTICES. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  enlistment  of  boys  in  the  na- 
val service  of  the  United  States  being  under  considera- 
tion, 

Mr.  McKIM  moved,  as  an  amendment,  a  bill,  report- 
ed during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  which  defines  the 
number  of  men  and  boys  to  be  shipped  in  the  merchant 
service,  and  authorizing  the  owners  and  commanders  of 
vessels  to  tske  boys  as  apprentices,  &e. 

After  some  remarks  from  llessrs.  CAMBRELENG, 
JARVIS,  McKIM,  PARKER,  HOWARD,  HAYNES, 
and  G.  LEE,  the  amendment  was  refected. 

Mr.  OKENNELL  moved  an  amendment  providing  for 
the  education  of  the  said  boys  in  the  naval  service,  un- 
der certain  restrictions. 

Mr.  JARVIS  requested  the  fi^entleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  withdraw  this  amendment.  The  education 
of  the  boys  would  be  regulated  by  the  Navy  Depart* 
ment. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  ssid  the  enlistment  of  boys  was  a 
new  policy,  and  he  wished  to  make  it  as  efficient  as  pos- 
sible, by  giving  them  such  an  education  as  would  fit  them 
not  only  for  the  duties  of  sailors  but  for  those  of  civil 
life. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

And  the  bill,'  having  been  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
at  this  time,  was  read  a  third  lime  and  passed. 

INVESTIGATION  REPORTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARLAND,  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  select  committee  of  which  he  is  chairman 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GARLAND  moved  to  print  5,000  extra  copies  of 
the  two  reports,  without  the  evidence. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the  motion  at' 
this  time, 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  to  amend  this  motion  by  adding 
5,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the 
West  Point  Academy.     Agreed  to:  Yeas  64;  nays  48. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
adding  5,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  select  commit- 
tee on  amendments  to  the  constitution. 

And  ttie  original  motion,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  PEYTON,  by  leave,  presented  certain  additional 
views  of  the  minority  of  the  select  committee  ol  which 


Mr.  Gariaitd  is  chairman;  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

SUSPENSION  OP  RULES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded  to  the  consideration,  of  a  joint  resolution  suspend- 
ing the  IGth  joint  rule  of  the  two  Houses,  so  as  to  au- 
thorize the  sending  from  one  House  to  the  other  such 
bills  as  passed  either  House  on  the  28th  ult. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  ^mend  the  resolution 
by  adding  *<  that  the  ITth  joint,  rule,  which  prohibits  the 
sending  of  bills  to  the  President  on  the  last  day  of  the 
session,  be  also  suspended." 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  to  amend  the  aipendment  by 
adding  at  the  end  thereof  ••until  tomorrow  at  twelve 
o'clock." 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  PICKENS  and 
MERCER,  the  question  on  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  was  taken,\nd  the  same  was  rejected. 

And,  after  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  MER- 
CER, CAMBRELENG,  CRAIG,  CAVE  JOHNSON, 
and  VINTON,  the  question  on  the  amendment  was 
taken,  and  carried. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend  tha 
resolution  by  adding  that  the  16th  joint  rule  be  suspend- 
ed, if  the  Senate  concur,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
certain  bijls  from  the  House,  (therein  enumerated,)  and 
to  receive  from  the  Senate  such  bills  as  may  be  designa* 
ted  by  that  body. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  PICKENS,  GHOL- 
SON,  and  VINTON,  the  question  was  taken,  and  the 
amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motion  oF  Mr.  WARDWELL,  the  words  "joint 
resolutions"  were  inserted  after  the  word  ••  bills." 

Mr.  McKAY  proposed  to  strike  out  the  first  portion  of 
the  resolution,  which  suspends  the  16lh  rule.  ^ 

Mr.  PICKENS  raised  the  point  of  order,  that  a  vote 
of  two  thirds  would  be  requifed  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  rule  which  required 
a  vote  of  two  thirds  for  the  su^ension  or  postponement 
of  the  order  of  business  applied  to  the  rules  of  this 
House,  and  not  to  the  joint  laws  of  the  two  Houses. 
Mr.  PICKENS  appealed  from  the  decision. 
The  appeal  was  debated  by  Messrs.  SUTHERLAND 
and  PICKENS. 

The  SPEAKER  stated,  in  full,  the  words  of  his  de- 
cision, referring  to  the  precedents  in  the  House  Tn  such 
cases. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  called  for  the  previous  question; 
which  the  House  seconded. 
And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 
Mr.  HAWE3  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tlie 
main  question;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  'question,  ••  Shall  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House?"  was  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  134,  nays  43. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  affirmed  by  the 
House. 

The 'question  then  recurring  on  concurring  in  the 
joint  resolution,  as  amended, 

Mr.  TURRILL demanded  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded  by  the  House. 
And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 
Mr.  GRAVES  asked  the  yeas  and  na}s  on  the  main 
question;  which  were  refused. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  conourrence  with 
the  Senate  in  their  joint  resolution  as  concurred  in,  was 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
8o  the  resolution  was  concurred  in. 
After  some  conversation  as  to  priority  of  business,  be- 
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tween  Mesan.  CAMBRELENG  and  DELL,  tb«  House 

proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifica- 
tions for  the  year  1837,  and  for  other  purposes,  had  been 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amendmenr,  atriktng 
out  that  portion  of  the  bill  which  provides  that  the  money 
which  may  remain  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
on  the  1st  of  January  next,  reserving^  five  miHions  of 
dollars,  shall  be  deposited  with  the  several  States,  ac- 
cording to  certain  provisions  of  the  act  to  regulate  the 
public  deposites,  passed  June  33,  1836;  and  the  ques- 
tion was  on  concurring  with  the  Senate  in  their  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  would  make  but  a  remark  or  two 
upon  the  motion  which  he  proposed  to  make  in  relation 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

The  House  had  incorporated  the  clause  for  a  distribu- 
tion of  any  surplus  which  might  be  in  the  l^-easury  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  among  the  States,  into  the  fortifica- 
tion bill,  by  a  large  and  decisive  majority.  The  Senate 
amended  the  bill  by  striking  out  this  most  important  pro- 
vision; and  this  House,  upon  a  reconsideration  of  the 
subject,  reaffirmed  their  first  decision,  and  disagreed  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  by  a  majority  equally  de- 
cisive, and  one  which,  under  the  circumstances,  I  might 
say  was  overwhelming.  The  Senate  has  thought  proper, 
nevertheless,  to  insist  upon  its  amendment ;  and  the 
question  is  now  presented,  whether  we  shall  recede  from 
the  ground  we  have  taken,  or  firmly  adhere  to  a  meas- 
ure which  we  believe  to  be  of  vital  interest.  The  ques- 
tion is  one  of  the  first  magnitude,  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance, and  connected  directly  with  the  permanent 
interest  and  welfare  of  the  whole  country.  We  have 
now  to  decide  whether  th>s,  the  popular  branch  of  the 
Kational  Legislature — whether  we,  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  to  whom  the  constitution  has  intrusted,  in 
an  especial  manner,  the  guardianship  and  the  duty  of 
preserving  the  public  treasure — shall  surrender  up  our 
trust,  abandon  our  own  views  of  public  duty,  and  con- 
form to  the  wishes  and  will  of  the  Senate.  A  principle 
of  deep  interest  is  thus  involved  in  this  question,  besides, 
that  of  mere  expediency  in  relation  to  the  particular' 
measure  under  consideration.  Can  any  one  doubt  the 
line  of  duty  thus  plainly  mailed  out  to  us?  Are  we  not 
bound,  in  justice  to  ourselves,  in  justice  to  the  constitu- 
tion and  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  firmly  to 
adhere  to  our  first  resolve?  Upon  the  point  of  expedi- 
ency, whatever  doubt  may  have  existed  in  the  minds  of 
any,  whether  there  .would  be  a  surplus  of  any  consider- 
able amount  at  the  end  of  the  year,  when  this  proposi- 
tion was  first  submitted,  surely  now,  since  the  land  bill 
has  been  laid  upon  the  table,  and  not  the  slightest  pros- 
pect remains  of  reviving  it  at  the  present  session,  there 
is  no  longer  any  ground  of  uncertainty  as  to  that  ques- 
tion. All  must  now  admit,  not  only  that  there  will  be  a 
surplus,  but  that  it  will  be  a  very  large  one;  and  the 
question  is  now  presented,  and  must  be  decided  by  the 
vote  which  we  are  about  to  take,  whether  the  fifteen  or 
twenty  millions  in  the  Treasury,  over  and  above  the  de- 
mands of  the  public  service,  will  be  more  secure  when 
deposited  with  and  distributed  among  the  several  States 
of  the  Union,  or  in  State  banks  over  which  we  have  no 
control,  whose  condition  at  this  moment  is  infiated,  un- 
certain, and  perilous  in  the  highest  degree.  Those  who 
think  the  States  less  safe  or  trustworthy  than  the  numer- 
ous State  banks  which  hold  the  public  moneya  in  depos- 
ite  will  of  course  be  against  us. 

•  Another  great  question  is  presented,  and  must  be  de- 
cided by  our  present  action.  It  is,  whether  we  shall  suf- 
fer a  surplus  revenue,  the  unavoidable  and  unforeseen 
result  of  past  legislation,  to  remain  in  the  national  Treas- 


ury to  tempt  the  next  Congress,  as  it  has  done  the  pres- 
ent one,  to  swell  the  expenditures  of  the  Government  m 
a  degree  and  in  a  manner  wholly  Inconsistent  With  every 
idea  of  economy.  1  do  not  intend  to  enter  further  into 
the  argument.  I  have  observed,  at  another  step  of  the 
progress  of  this  measure,  that' 1  considered  the  argu- 
ment, both  for  and  against -it,  fully  before  the  country; 
and  I  conclude  by  moving  that  this  House  do  insist  upon 
its  disagreement  to  the  Senate's  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  motion,  if  rejected,  would 
be  equivalent  to  a  motion  to  agree  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MERCER  submitted  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
motion  of  yjHr,  Bill,  in  which  he  referred  to  some  sta- 
tistical statements,  showing  the  probable  amount  of  sur- 
plus revenue  which  would  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st 
of  January  next. 

Mr.  YANdERPOEL  said  that  this  was  a  motion  to 
disagree,  and  he  had  understood  the  Speaker  to  decide 
that  the  motion  to  disagree,  if  rejected,  would  be  equiv- 
alent to  a  vote  of  agreement. 
The  CHAIR  said  such  would  be  its  effect. 
Mr.  VANDERPOEL  then  said  that,  as  he  believed 
every  gentleman  had  made  up  bis  mind,  he  would  move 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CH1LDS  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 
Mr.  GRAVES  asked  jihe  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and  were:  Teas  71,  nays  113. 
So  the  call  was  refused. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question,  and  was  decided  In  the  affirmative. 
So  there  was  a  second. 

Mr.  HOWELL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  order- 
ing the  main  question;  which  were  refused.  And  the 
House  determined  that  the  main  question  should  be  now 
taken. 

Mr.  BELL  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  *<  Will  the  House  dissgree  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate?"  was  taken,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

Tbas— Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  Bunch, 
John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter, 
Casey,  George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Chettrood, 
Chtlds  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Connor,  Cor- 
win.  Crane,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Deberry, 
Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  French,  Rice  Gar- 
land,  Graham,  Granger,  Grave*),  Grayson,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Hawes,  Ha2eltine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Herod,  Hoar, 
Hopkins,  Howell,  Hunt,  Ingersoll,  William  Jackson, 
Janes,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Lane, 
Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love, 
Lyon,  Job  Mann,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCarty, 
McComas,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Morris,  Parker,  James  A.  Pcarce,  Pearson, 
Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed, 
Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Robertson,  William  B. 
Sbepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Spangler, 
Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Waddy  1*homp- 
son.  Turner,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Washington,  While, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sberrod  Wil- 
liams—110. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean, 
Beaumont,  Black,  Bockee,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burns, 
Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Chaney,  Chapin,  John  F.  H. 
Claiborne,  Coles,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cushman, 
Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fry, 
Fuller,  James  Garland,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland, 
Haley,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman, 
Ingham,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Lansing, 
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Lftw)er»  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leon- 
ard, Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  SVilliam  Mason,  M.  Mason, 
McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Muhlenberg, 
Patterson,  Patlon,  Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce, 
Phelps,  Pinckney,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Rogers,  Schenck, 
Seymour,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wage- 
nep,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Websler,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
Wise,  Yell^94. 

So  the  House  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Pixbce,  of  New  Hampshire, 
in  the  chair,}  and,  on  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  took 
up  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  « Indian  annuity 
bill,"  which  having  been  concurred  in — 

Mr.   CAMBRELENG  submitted    several  additional 
items,  which  he  said  had  undergone  the  revision  both  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  and  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
.    The  principal  of  these  were  as  follows: 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Menomo- 
nies,  of  September,  1836,  $388,540. 

For  carrying  mto  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Pottawat- 
imies,  of  August,  1836,  $73,423. 

For  the  same  with  the  loways.  of  September,  1836, 
*65,590. 

For  the  s:«me  with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  of  September, 
1836,  $138,240. 

For  the  same  with  the  Missourias,  $3,000. 

For  the  same  with  the  Omahas,  $2,470. 

Several  other  additional  items  were  also  proposed,  to- 
gether with  a  proposition  for  an  inquiry  into  the  depre- 
dations committed  by  the  hostile  Indians  of  the  South, 
(the  latter  slightly  modiBed  on  motion  of  Mr.  £.  WHIT- 
1*LESEY;)  all  of  which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BELL,  from  the  Commjttee  on  Indian  Affairs,  sub- 
mitted several  additional  items  and  amendmentSi  which 
were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  submitted  an  amend- 
ment proposing  an  appropriation  of  $17,000  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  holding  treaties  with  all  the  Indian  tribM 
east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  of  examining  the  country  to 
be  assigned  to  them,  &c.;  wivich  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the 
House. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  committee  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBREL- 
ENG, took  up  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  <•  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year 
1837."  , 

All  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  with  one  exception, 
were  concurred  in. 

The  amendment  appropriatin|f  the  sum  of  $100,000 
for  launching  the  ship  of  the  hne  Pennsylvania  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  FRENCH  moved  to  amend  it  by  inserting  a  pro- 
vision authorizing  the  President  to  select  and  cause  to 
be  purchased,  for  tiie  use  and  benefit  of  sick  seamen  and 
boatmen  on  the  Western  waters,  suitable  sites  for  marine 
hospitals,  &c.,  not  exceeding  three  upon  the  Ohio,  three 
upon  the  Mississippi,  and  one  upon  Lake  ^Erie;  which, 
af\er  some  remark sfiom  Messrs.  FRENCH,' PHILLIPS, 
DUNPLAP,  DENNY,  and  JARVIS,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr«  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  proposed  an  item  of 
$70,000  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at  New 
Orlei^ns}  which,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs. 
JOHNSON,  HUNT,  SMITH,  and  WILLIAMS  of 
North  Carolina,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HARPER  then  adduced  a  letter  from  an  ofHcer 
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of  the  navy,  in  support  of  the  propriety  of  ordering  the 
Pennsylvania  to  be  launched  forthwith,  and'  said  a  few 
words  himself  in  support  of  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate; and,  after  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs. 
INGERSOLL,  REED,  and  WILLIAMS  of  North 
Carolina, 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  insert  $400,000  :n  place 
of  $100,000. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  resisted  this  increase,  and  said 
the  appropriations  in  this  bill  were  already  large  enough 
for  the  present  year— larger,  by  far,  than  met  his  appro- 
bation. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Inobrsoll  was  then  dis- 
agreed to,  only  45  voting  for  it;  and  the  question  recur- 
ring on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as 
amended  by  the  committee, 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
Mr.  Frbhch'b  amendment  h^d  been  adopted,  but  sub- 
sequently withdrew  it. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  .moved  further  to 
amend  the  Senate's  amendment  by  appropriating  the 
sum  of  $15,000  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at 
Portland,  Maine;  $10,000  for  one  at  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina,  and  alike  for  a  similar  object  at  Newport, 
Rhode  Island;  when,  after  some  remarks  from  Mtssrs. 
PEARCE,  JARVIS,  and  SUTHERLAND,  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  PxABGS  was  disagreed  to,  and  the  amend- 
mentof  the  Senate,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to:  Teas 77, 
nays  57. 

Mr.  LYON  moved  an  amendment  making  an  appro- 
priation of  $15,000  for  a  marine  hospital  at  Mobile.   Lost. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported,  and  the 
amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  In- 
dian annuity  bill  having  been  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  as  amended,  were  sever- 
ally concurred  in. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  moved  by  Mr.  Fbbhch,  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  naval  service  bill;  but, 
before  any  action  was  had  thereon,  the  hour  of  three 
having  arrived,  it  took  the  usual  recess  till  hsif  past 
four. 

EvKiriiTG  Ssssiov. 
NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  *<  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  strrice 
for  the  year  1837,"  returned  frem  the  Senate  with 
amendments,  being  under  consideration;  the  question 
pending  was  on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the* Union  in  the  following: 

The  Senate  bad  amended  the  bill  by  inserting  a  clause 
appropriating  «•  $100,000  for  launching  and  securing  the 
ship  of  the  line  Pennsylvania;"  and  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  had  amended  the  same  by  inserting  an  ad- 
ditional item,  authorizing  the  President  to  select  and 
cause  to  be  purchased,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  sick 
seamen  and  boatmen  on  the  Western  waters,  suiuble  sites 
for  marine  hospitals,  &c.,  not  exceeding  three  upon  the 
Ohio,  three  upon  the  Mississippi,  and  one  upon  Lake 
Erie. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question  on  the  amendment,  so  as  to  take  it  separately 
on  that  of  the  Senate  and  that  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  that  such  a  division  was  out  of 
order,  but  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
that  he  might  attain  his  object  by  a  motion  to  recommit 
the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  if  that  mo- 
tion should  prevail,  then  moving  a  reoonsidermtion  of 
the  vote  by  which  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  had 
been  agreed  to.  ' 

Mr.  JOHNSON  accordingly  made  that  motion. 

Mr,  WARBWKLL  moyed  the  pierkmi  questioD,  bat 
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the  House  refused  to  second  it;  and  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit was  disaf^reed  to^  without  a  division. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  moved  an  amendment 
makings  appropriations  for  marine  hospitals  at  New 
OrleanP,  Mobile,  Portland,  Newport,  and  Wilmington, 
North  Carolina,  amounting  in  all  to  $115,000. 

AAer  some  remarks  by  Messrs,  JOHNSON  of  Lou- 
isiana, SMITH,  REYNOLDS  of  Illinois,  FEARCE  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  PARKER,  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
JoHirsGir  was  agreed  to:  Yea»  79,  nays  56. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  aoiendment  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  amended.  ^ 

Mr.  RENCHER  called  for  the  yeas  and  na^s;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  BOND  opposed  the  amendment,  on  tlie  ground 
that  it  had  been  introduced  with  the  expectation  of 
carrying  it  through  by  a  bargain.  He  was  opposed  to 
all  bargains  of  this  kind,  and  would  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  voting  against  this  ameildment. 

Mr.  LANE  would  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Bokd]  that  he  made  no  bargains;  that  be  did  not 
belong  to  the  bargain  and  sale  party  i  that  be  was  not 
surprised  to  hear  that  gentleman  denounce  the  amend- 
ment in  such  unmeasured  terms;  it  was  an  appropriation 
for  the  West,  and  connected  with  Western  intereatt,  so 
uniformly  opposed  by  that  gentleman. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  in  sup- 
port of  the  amendment, 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  an  amendment  providing  that  no 
greater  sums  should  be  expended  on  said  hospitals  than 
the  amounts  herein  appropriated.  Agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  amended,  and  decided 
in  the  negative:  Yeas  72,  nays  110. 

So  the  House  non-concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

vThe  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  making  an  appropriation  of  $100,000  for  launch- 
ing and  repairing  the  ship  of  the  line  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  JARVIS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  GRAVES  and  SUTH- 
ERLAND, the  question  waa  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative:  Yeaa  89,  nays  86. 

So  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  concurred  in. 

All  the  other  amendmenta  of  the  Senate  were  then 
concurred  in,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  leave  to  present  a  report  from  the 
select  investigating  committee  of  which  be  was  chair- 
man. Mr.  W.  remarked  that  it  would  not  occupy  ten 
minutes. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  W.  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rule;  but  the  motion  was  disagreed  toy  without  a 
division. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House,  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Pibrcb  of  New 
Hampshire,  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  **  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  espenses  of 
the  Government  for  the  year  1837,"  which  had  been 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  various  amendments. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  Senate  was,  that  the  an- 
nosl  salary  of  ^he  Recorder  of  the  General  Land  Office 
shall  be  |3,000,  and  that  the  sum  of  $100  shall  be  paid 
to  Charles  Gordon,  for  services  rendered  under  the  res- 
olution of  the  Senate  of  July  3,  1836. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  an  amendment  to  this  amend- 
ment, making  the  salaries  of  the  three  Assistant  Post- 
masters General  the  same  as  the  Auditors  of  the  Tress- 
-^ry  and  Commissioner  of  Patents. 


Mr.  BOND  addressed  the  House  at  some  length,  in 
opposition  to  ther  amendment. 

After  some  few  remarks  by  Mr.  CAMBRELENG* 
Mr.  BRIGGS  withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  increase  the  salary 
of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Arkansas  from  $1,500  to 
$2,000,  being  taken  up  separately,  was  discussed  bj 
Messrs.  YELL,  LOVE,  CAVE  JOHNSON,  and  JOHN- 
SON of  Louisiana;  aAer  which,  the  committee  non-coo- 
curred  in  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  making  an  appropria- 
tion of  130,000  for  the  purchase  of  certain  manuscripts 
of  the  late  James  Madison,  being  taken  up  separately* 
was,  after  some  remarks  by  Messra.  DAWSON, 
HUNTSMAN,  and  CAMBRELENG,  concurred  in. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  increase '  the  fund 
for  the  contingent  etpenses  of  foreign  intercourse,  be- 
ing taken  up  separately,  was,  aAer  some  explanations 
between  Messrs.  CAMBRELENG,  A.  H.  SHEPPERD, 
HOWARD,  and  CAVE  JOHNSON,  non-concurred  in. 

Mr.  CUSHING  moved  an  amendment  appropriating 
$15,500  for  the  purchase  of  Gales  8c  Seaton's  Register 
of  Debate9,  for  the  use  of  members;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  increasing  the  salaries 
of  the  clerks  in  the  executive  departments  i>eing  taken 
up  separately, 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  moved  an  amendment, 
Ulso  increasing  the  sslaries  of  the  messengers  snd  sssist- 
ant  messengers;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  G.  LEE  moved  an  amendment  increasing  the 
salaries  of  the  collectors,  nsval  officers,  and  survey- 
ors, &c.,  twenty-five  per  cent.  Lost. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  JOHNSON,  THOMP- 
SON of  South  Carolina,  R.  GARLAND,  and  LAW- 
RENCE,  ^ 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  an  amendment  providing  that 
said  increaae  shall  not  be  allowed  to  any  clerk  who  now 
receives  more  than  $1,300. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  VINTON,  ANTHO- 
NY,  CAMBRELENG,  and  HAWES,  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Vihtoh  vifSs  disagreed  to:  Yeas  31,  nays  103. 

Mr.  PEYl  ON  moved  an  amendment  excepting  the 
clerks  in  the  quartermaster  generaPs  office.  Lest. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  moved  an  amendment  including 
the  first  clerks  to  commandants  in  the  navy  yards  at 
New  York,  Boston,  snd  Norfolk. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  GRENNELL,  the  amend- 
ment wss  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolins,  moved  sn  smend- 
ment  to  increase  the  pay  0f  the  officers  of  the  army 
twenty-fire  per  cent.  Lost. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended,  was  then 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  mov^d  sn  amendment  sppro- 
priating  $8,300  as  compensation  for  commissioner,  sec- 
retaryi  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  commissioners 
under  the  convention  with  Spain.  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  LEWIS  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by 
which  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  incressing  the 
salaries  of  clerks,  was  toncurred  in;  which  motion  was 
disagreed  ta 

Mr.  PEYTON  submitted  the  following  amendment,  [on 
which  he  concluded  his  remsrks  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  not  ha\ing  an 
opportunity  to  do  so  in  the  House  on  the  night  of  the  1st 
of  March:] 

Sec  3.  JSndbe  ii  further  enacted.  That  the  President, 
by  snd  with  the  sdvlce  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall 
appoint  an  officer,  to  be  called  the  superintendent  of  the 
public  depositee,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  manage  snd 
superintend  all  the  correspondence,  business,  and  inter- 
ests, connected  with  the  deposite  banks,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treuuryf  and  whose  cor- 
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respondenee  and  til  other  proceeding's  shall  be  deemed 
official,  and  regularly  filed  and  kept  with  the  other  pa- 
pers of  the  Treasury  Departnnent. 

Sto.  4.  Jind  be  Ufurlher  enacted.  That  said  superin- 
tendent ahall  receive  a  tixed  annual  comppnsation  of 
three  thousand  five  hundre,d  dollars. 

Sec.  ^.  Jind  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  no  bank  shall 
be  continued  or  hereafter  selected  as  a  depository  of  the 
public  money,  unless  such  bank  shall  expressly  stipulate 
that  all  correspondence  and  other  proceedings,  between 
said  bank  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  between 
said  bank  and  said  superintendent,  or  any  other  person 
or  persons,  touching  the  public  deposites,  their  custody, 
use,  or  disbursement,  ahull  at  all  times  be  open  for  the 
inspection  or  examination  of  any  eofflmittee  of  either 
House  of  Congress. 

Mr,  Chairman,  I  offer  that  amendment,  sir,  with  the 
assurance  to  this  committee  that  I  am  serious  v^hen  I  pro- 
pose it  for  its  consideration.  Sir,  this  unknown,  illegiti- 
mate, secret  agent  should  no  longer  exist.  This  minis- 
ter extraofHinary  near  the  Treasury  Department  should 
have  a  salary  and  an  outfit;  his  character  shouVl  be 
knowni  his  credentials  should  be  reeeivedt  his  compen- 
sation provided  for  by  law i» his  correspondence  should 
be  public,  inasmuch  as  it  appertains  to  the  public  inter- 
est; and  this  secret,  collusive,  and  fraudulent  intimacy, 
which  has  so  long  existed,  should  be  broken  up. 

Sir,  there  is  an  agent,  or  an  officer  of  the  deposite 
banks  or  of  the  Treasury,  now  living  in  this  city,  with  a 
salary,  as  has  been  proven,  of  near  seven  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum;  and  yet,  sir,  the  amount  of  his  salary 
and  the  extent  of  his  power  are  unknown,  and  the  sour- 
ces of  his  revenue  have  scarcely  been  touched  or  fath- 
omed«  for,  from  upwards  of  ninety  deposite  bankn,  the 
select  committee  have  not  received  returns  from  half  the 
number;  yet  his  direct  compensation  is  now  proven  to 
be  n^ar  the  sum,  over  or  under,  of  $7,000  per  annum, 
from  eleven  or  twelve  institutions. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  question  arises,  is  there  a  necessity 
for  such  an  officer  of  your  Government'  If  so,  there 
must  be  a  necessity  for  making  provision  for  his  salary. 
If  there  be  no  such  necessity,  this  House  ought  to  de* 
dare  it  by  rejecting  the  amendment  I  have  offei-ed. 

Sir,  fur  the  broad  investigation  which  has  been  at- 
temped  to  be  made  into  the  nature  of  this  agency,  the 
character  of  the  agent's  business,  the  amount  of  his  com- 
pensation, the  time  has  been,  as  you  know,  [Mr.  Pzxiigb, 
of  New  Hampshire,  one  of  the  select  committee,  then 
occupied  the  chair,]  short  and  li*nited,  so  much  so  in- 
deed thHt  it  was  impossible  toasc«-rtfiin  the  nature  or  ex- 
tent of  either.  On  the  20th  of  January,  as  you  well  re- 
member, in  the  committee,  resolutions  were  proposed, 
Oiftlling  upon  all  the  receivera  and  officers  at  a  distance 
to  fiirnisti  the  committee  with  such  infur.natton  as  tttey 
were  possessed  of  touching  the  subject  of  our  investiga- 
tion. They  passed  upon  that  day;  and  upon  the  18th 
February  you  will  remember  that  a  motion  was  made 
and  csrried  in  (he  committee  that  no  further  testimony 
be  taken;  allowing,  therefore,  only  twenty-nine  d*iys  to 
carry  on  this  most  extended  correspondence.  But,  sir, 
the  want  of  time  was  the  smallest  difficulty  with  which 
we  had  to  contend.  We  had  to  contend  with  the  whole 
power  of  the  Executive,  which  was  interposed,  at  every 
step  and  atage  of  the  inquiry,  to  shield  this  agent,  to 
suppress  inquiry;  and, -with  sucti  encouragement,  such 
countenance,  and  such  support,  that  agent  treated  the 
committee  itself  with  contempt  day  after  day,  and  time 
after  time.  Sir,  we  passed  resolutions  requiring  that  the 
witness  should  answer  all  questions  of  a  public  nature 
propounded  to  him;  he  responded  by  demanding  that 
we  should  decide  upon  the  preliminary  question,  his  ap- 
plication for  a  week's  delay.  Evrn  that  the  committee 
yielded  to  liim,  and  then  be  finally  refused  to  answer  at 


all;  and  he  was  not  only  supported  by  a  majority  of  the 
committee  in  these  refusals,  but  he  was  supported  also 
by  a  majority  in  this  House;  the  same  body,  sir,  which 
appointed  the  committee,  professing  to  confer  upon  it 
the  power,  and  requiring  of  it  the  duty,  to  ascertain  all 
that  he  or  any  other  witness  might  know  or  had  done  in 
reference  to  the  subject  proposed  to  be  inquired  into. 
He  persists  in  his  refusal,  and  is  sustained  in  it  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  and  of  the  House.  Again  he  It 
summoned  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  to  answer 
upon  the  most  important  subjects  of  the  inquiry,  but  the 
majority  again  sustain  him  in  his  contumacy. 

How  changed  are  the  notes  of  these  gentlemen!  Upon 
the  9th  of  April,  1836^  when  my  friend,  who  sits  before 
me,  from  'Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  alluded  to  this  agency 
and  official  connexion  as  possibly  existing,  as  now  pro- 
ven to  have  existed,  the  official  organ  came  oat  with  an 
BUthgrized  denixl,  emanating  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  of  any  official  connexion  between  that  De- 
partment and  this  agent;  and  Volunteered  a  readiness 
upon  the  part  of  Whitnoy  to  respond  to  any  and  all 
questions  which  that  gentleman  might  choose  to  ask! 
Then  was  the  gsunilet  thus  thrown  down. 

Again,  when  the  President  w«s  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, during  the  last  summer,  in  a  public  speech  to 
him  at  Jonesborough,  he>  wan  called  out  to  testify  upon 
this  subject;  and  what  position  did  he  then  take^  Why, 
that  no  such  agency  existed;  that  the  allegation  was  false; 
a  slander  got  up  by  the  partisans  of  the  bank  to  calum- 
niate an  injured  man,  who  was  persecuted  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United' States!  And  yet  now,  sir,  when  a  com- 
mittee is  appointed  to  investigate  these  charges,  and 
when  the  agent  himself  has  an  opportunity  to  testify  to 
his  innocence,  and  prove  the  falsehood  of  these  charges 
against  him,  what  position  do  the  President,  the  Secre- 
tary of  th»*  Treasury,  the  official  organ,  the  innocent 
man,  all  take'  Why,  that  it  is  ••  inquisitorial,"  and  that 
we  deserve  to  be  punished  for  calling  upon  an  innocent 
man  to  disprove  his  own  guilt ! 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  authorized  to  say,  upon  the  au- 
thority of  one  of  the  members  of  this  House  from  Penn- 
sylvania, also  a  member  of  another  select  committee, 
[Mr.  McBLBirBSRO,]  not  that  he  has  himself  told  me, 
but  !  h«ve  it  as  coming  from  a  gentleman  who  was  pres- 
ent with  him  on  the  occasion,  of  which  I  hsve  no  d»ubt, 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  did  say  *<  that 
Peyton  and  Wise  were  the  men  (or  fellows)  who  should 
be  punished,  and  that  innocent  man  (Whitney)  should 
be  discharged."  Have  I  been  misinformed?  The  gen- 
tleman cnn  answer.  Did  mtt  that  gentleman,  in  com* 
pany  with  a  gentleman  from  his  own  State,  perhaos  one 
of  his  constituents,  visit  the  President  a  short  time  ttince; 
and,  in  that  visit,  did  n^t  the  President  denounce  my 
friend  and  myself  in  strong  terms,  and  say  we  ought  to 
be  punished,  and  Whitney  dischsrged? 

Now,  sir,  what  was  th-  course  of  th**  witness  himself? 
This  innocent  man!  Why,  he  avails  himself  of  that 
protection  which  authf)rizes  a  mm  to  refuse  to  testify 
sgainst  himself;  a  provision  mtide  for  felo<  s  anl  male- 
factors,  and  never  sought  to  be  pleaded  by  any  man 
who  is  not  conscious  of  guilt.  Let  me,  sir,  allude  to  an 
illustrious  example  in  history.  When  the  Governor 
General  of  Hindostan,  the  celebrated  Warren  Hastings 
wss  arraigned  at  the  bur  of  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mon", upon  charges  impeaching  his  character,  his  trfficial 
conduc>,  and  his  himesty,  what  did  he  ssy'  Why,  sir, 
even  a'man  stMuding  in  the  h<gh  and  elevated  position 
of  Governor  General  of  Hindostun  dared  not  assume  the 
high  ground  this  Whitney  has  taken  in  di  fiitnce  of  the 
American  Congress,  and  in  the  face  of  the  American 
people.  •*  Mr.  Hnstings  said  he  had  only  five  days  in 
which  to  make  the  refutation  of  charges  it  had  been  the 
Ubor  of  his  accusers,  armed  with  all  the  powers  of  Par- 
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liamenr,  to  compile  during  %s  many  years  of  almost  un- 
disturbed leisure." 

Yes,  sir,  the  British  Parliament  armed  its  coipmittees 
with  all  its  power.  Whatever  power  the  one  had  was 
bestowed  upon  the  other;  and  so  should  it  be  in  the 
American  Congress.  Yet,  sir,  here  was  a  committee  of 
investigation,  with  a  majority  of  six  to  three  of  its  mem- 
bers politically  opposed  to  the  very  object  for  which  the 
committee  was  raised.  I  am  not,  however,  to  be  un- 
derstood as  including  the  honorable  chairman  of  that 
committee  [Mr.  Garlavd]  in  any  thing  that  1  fnay  say. 
My  allusion  is  to  the  appointment  of  the  committee  by 
the  Speaker  of  the  House.  How,  let  me  ask,  what 
power  have  three  against  six?  Even  when  our  honor- 
able chairman,  in  his  patriotic,  just,  and  upright  feel- 
ings, voted  with  u!*,  which  he  very  generally  did,  we 
were  then  only  as  four  to  five;  and  what  could  we  do? 

Sir,  Warren  Hastings  further  observes:  '*lf  truth  can 
tend  to  convict  me,  lam  content  to  be  myself  the  chan- 
nel to  convey  it." 

Yes,  sir,  that  was  his  language:  "  If  truth  can  tend  to 
convict  me,  I  am  content  to  be  the  channel  to  convey 
'  it."    Warren  Hastings,  if  guilty,  knew  the  importance 
of  assuming  at  least  the  semblance  of  innocence. 

What  a  contraat  does  this  conduct  present  to  Whit- 
neyM  When  we  propounded  questions  to  him,  as  to 
h's  connexion  with  the  public  treasure,  his  connexion 
with  the  deposite  banks,  and  his  fraudulent  speculations 
in  stocks  and  lands,  he  declined  to  answer.  He  then 
changes  the  position  he  had  assumed  in  the  Globe.  He 
had  advertised  himself  as  an  injured  and  innocent  man, 
ready  and  willing  to  answer  all  and  every  thing  he 
knew;  but,  when  he  is  brought  to  the  test,  he  shrinks 
and  skulks  under  what  he  conceives  to  be  his  privilege — 
a  privilege  always  assumed  by  a  man  conscious  of  guilt — 
of  not  being  his  own  accuser.  \Vhy,  this  very  plea  is 
tantamount  to  an  acknowledgment  of  his  guilt,  and  will 
be  so  held  by  the  American  people. 

I  will  allude,  sir,  briefly  to  only  one  other  evidence  to 
tlie  same  effect,  in  which  the  majority  of  the  committee 
made  a  similar  interposition,  calculated  to  suppress  in- 
quiry, and  I  will  then  proceed  to  the  consideration, 
more  directly,  of  the  amendment  1  have  offered.  Here 
was  a  question  I  propounded  to  William  D.  Lewis,  cash- 
ier of  the  Girard  Bank  of  Philadelphia,  and  he  took  the 
same  ground  that  Whitney  did  with  regard  to  disclosures 
of  correspondence. 

"  3.  In  the  evidence  of  the  president  of  said  bank  and 
yourself,  you  state  that  his  (Mr.  Whitney'it)  annual  com- 
pensation was,  and  is,  $500;  and  that  upon  each  of  two 
occasions,  as  I  understand  the  evidence,  he  received  a 
gratui^  of  $500,  in  addition  to  his  regular  compensation. 
Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  explain  to  the  committee 
for  what  extra  or  other  services  said  allowance  was 
made,  if  said  services  were  rendered  for  the  said  bank 
as  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government,  in  and  about  the 
public  money  on  dtposite^  or  to  be  on  deposite  in  the 
same. 

**Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative. by  the  following  vote: 

**  Ayes — Messrs.  Garland,  Martin,  Peyton. 

«*  Noes— Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Hamer." 

<'  5.  The  president  of  th^  Girard  Dank,  of  which  you 
are  cashier,  expressed  a  willingness  to  annex  to  his  state- 
ment,, heretofore  sent  to  the  committee,  copies  of  e\ery 
thing  contained  *in  books,  papers,  letters,  orders,  reso* 
lutions,  contracts,  correspondence,  and  memoranda,'  re- 
ferred to  in  the  interrogatories  upon  which  his  testimony 
was  taken,  from  <1  to  10,  and  from  18  to  21,  inclusive, 
and  25,  26,  and  31,'  *  but  abstained  from  doing  so,  be- 
cause he  was  aware  that  the  cashier  (you)  was  about 
being  examined  as  a  witness  under  the  same  commission, 
and  upon  these  identical  interrogatories,'  &c.;  and  he 


further  says,  that  he  (meaning  yourself)  will  annex  to 
his  deposUion  all  the  copies  called  for,  and  which  It 
would  be  in  his  power  to  give,  e>ccept  of  the  correspond- 
ence  directly  from  and  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
which  is  voluminous^  &c.  Sute  if  you  are  willing,  at 
this  time,  to  give  copies,  or  answer  questions  as  to  the 
purport  of  the  memoranda,  litters,  &c.,  above  referred 
to.  If  yt9,  annex  copies,  or  state  the  purport  of  the 
same,  if  in  vour  power. 

*'  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote: 

•'Ayes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Peyton, 
Hamer. 

<*  Noes— Messrs.  Gillet,  Martin. 
«  The  question  was  put  to  the  witness,  who  replied 
as  follows:  '^ 

••Answer.  I  am  not. 

•*6.  Does  or  docs  not  the  correspondence,  copies  of 
which  you  have  heretofore,  in  your  testimony,  and  still 
decline  to  lay  before  the  committee,  between  yourtelf 
as  cashier  of  the  Girard  Bank,  and  R.  M.  Whitney  as 
agent  of  that  bank,  relate  to  the  public  money  in  or  out 
of  said  bank,  its  use,  or  the  expected  use  of  the  same^ 
And  state,  further,  whether  the  said  correspondence, 
upon  the  side  of  said  Whitney,  is  marked  confidential; 
and,  further,  whether  you  have  reasons  to  apprehend  in- 
jury to  the  pecuniary  interest  of  said  bank,  if  you  were 
to  mske  a  disclosure  of  the  same. 

«•  Mr.  Pierce  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 
•«.Ay— Mr.  Peyton. 

••Noes— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet, 
Martin,  Hamer. 

••  7.  Do  you  know  the  facta  upon  which  the  president 
of  said  bank  differs  with  you  in  relation  to  the  propriety 
of  producing  said  correspondence.^  If  yea,«8tate  what 
are  the  facts. 

••  Mr.  Pierce  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 
••  Ayes— Messrs.  Garland,  Fairfield,  Peyton- 
••  Noes— Messrs.  Pierce,  Gillet,  Martin,  Hamer. 
••  8.  Has  or  has  not  R.  M.  Whitney  been  compensa- 
ted,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  services  rendered,  or  sup- 
posed to  be  rendered,  to  any  deposite  bank,  or  company, 
or  individual,  in  procuring  the  use  of  money  for  or  from 
any  deposite  bank,  sinceiie  has  been  acting  as  agent  for 
the  deposite  banks,  or  some  of  them?    Speak  from  in- 
formation which  you  m^y  have  received  from  him,  said 
Whitney,  or  any  agent  or  officer  of  said  banks,  or  within 
your  own  knowledge,  if  any  such  exists. 

••Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 
••  Ayes— Messrs.  Garland,  Martin,  Peyton, 
u  Noes— Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Hamer. 
••9.  Is  not  R.  M.  Whitney  a  stockholder— if  ye;  to 
what  amount — ^In  any  of  the  deposite  banks  at  this 
time? 

••Mr.  Pierce  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote« 
••Ay— Mr.  Peyton. 

••Noes— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet, 
Hamer. 

•<  10.  Who  wrote  the  original,  of  which  the  letter  ex- 
hibit A  Is  substantially  a  copy?  At  what  time  did  Mr. 
Amos  Kendall,  if  ever  to  your  knowledge,  come  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  existence  of  such  or  a  similar  plan  as 
is  therein  contained? 

••  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 
•*  Ayes— Messrs.  Garland,  Peyton. 
••Noes— Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Hamer. 
•'11.  Has  or  has  not  the  bank  of  which  you  are 
cashier  derived  information  from  U.  M.  Whitney  which 
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enabled  it  to  use  public  money  on  depoaite  advanta- 
geously for  itaelfy  or  ita  friends,  in  apeculation? 

«  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 

*' Ayes— Messrs.  Garland,  Peyton. 

«« Noes— Messrs.  Pierce.  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Hamer. 

**  la.  Did  you  hold  a  conversation  with  R.  M.  Whit^ 
ney  on  the  subject  of  the  issuance  of  the  Treasury  circu« 
far  of  July  11,  before  its  iuuance^  If  yea,  .what  informa- 
tion did  he  possess  and  communicate  on  that  subject? 

**  Mr.  Fair^eld  objected  to  this  question,  which  was 
decided  in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 

••  Ay— Mr.  Peyton. 

<*  Noes— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet, 
Hamer. 

**  13.  Could  or  could  not  large  speculationa^  have 

been  made  by  banks,  companies,  or  individuals  in  con- 

.  sequence  of  knowing  in  advance  that  such  a  circular  as 

that  of  July  11  last  would  be  issued?    If  yes,  state  the 

modus  cperandi* 

**  Mr.  Fairfield  objected  to  this  queation,  which  waa 
decided  in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 

"Ay— Mr.  Peyton. 

'•Noes— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet, 
Hamer. 

•*  14.  Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  that  B.  M.  Whit- 
ney did  communicate  that  information  to  his  friends,  and 
that  large  apeculationa  were  made  by  them  in  conse- 
quence of  that  information? 

**Mr.  Fairfield  objected  to  this  question,  which  was 
decided  in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 

«•  Ay— Mr.  Peyton. 

«<Noeft— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Faiifield,  GUlet, 
Hamer." 

My  friend  from  Virginia  being  absent,  as  he  was  al- 
most all  the  time,  at  this  period,  engaged  in  the  labors  of 
the  other  committee. 

This,  sir,  aflTords  a  pretty  fair  sample  of  the  views  and 
the  construetion  given  by  the  majority  of  the  committee 
to  any  power  of  inquiring  into  the  indirect  compensation 
derived  by  this  agent  in  speculations  with  companies  or 
individuals;  and,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  course  of 
the  President,  and  the  House  itself,  as  well  as  the  wit- 
ness and  some  of  the  deposite  banks,  an  imperfect  idea 
may  be  formed  of  the  difficulties  with  which  the  minori- 
ty of  this  committee  had  to  contend.  But,  Mr.  Chair- 
man,  i  « ill  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  for  a 
abort  time,  for  I  do  not  mean  to  trespass  on  its  patience, 
to  the  first  resolution  adopted  by  this  majority,  and  then 
I  will  take  up  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Woodbury,  and  of 
one  of  his  clerks.  I  will  show,  air,  and  convince  any 
man  in  this  House,  of  whatever  party  be  may  be,  who 
will  give  his  ears  to  my  statement,  and  do  himself  the 
justice  to  think,  that  the  testimony  and  the  resolution 
are  in  the  direct  face  of  each  other.  If  I  fail  in  doing  so, 
1  will  surrender  every  thing  like  Judgment  in  the  case. 
Here  is  the  resolutions 

**  Hetohedt  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,}  That 
the  several  banks  employed  for  the  deposite  of  the  pub- 
lic money  have  not  all,  or  any  of  them"— mark  that 
word  "any,"  Mr.  Chairman — "have  not  all,  or  any  of 
them,  by  joint  or  several  contract,  employed  an  agent,  to 
reside  at  the  seat  of  Government,  to  transact  their  busi- 
ness with  the  Treasury  Departnnent." 

Well,  sir,  here  is  a  declaration  sufficiently  explicit. 
The  deposite  banks  have  not,  *•  any  of  them,"  employed 
an  agent  here  to  transact  business  with  the  Treasury 
Department.  ' 

I  will  now  read  a  single  clause  from  the  testimony  of 
the  chief  clerk  of  the  Treasury  Department,  Mr.  Mc- 
Clintock  Toung.    Here  is  what  he  says  on  oath: 

"I.  State  all  you  may  know  upon  the  subjects  of  in- 
quiry contained  in  the  resolution  of  the  House  which  is 
now  before  you. 


**  Answer.  There  is  an  agent  of  some  of  the  deposite 
banks  residing  in  Washington,  R.  M.  Whitney.  My  in- 
formation on  this  subject  is  derived  partly  from  letters 
from  banks  on  file  in  the  Tjpeasury  Department,  and 
partly  from  having  heard  Mr.  Whitney  say  he  was  em- 
ployed by  some  of  ihem  as  their  agent.  1  know  nothing 
of  any  agreement  or.  contract  he  may  have  with  any  of 
those  banks.  The  character  of  his  business  1  believe  to 
be  to  attend  to  their  interests,  so  far  as  relates  to  their 
connexion  with  the  Department;  that  is,  he^bVlends  gen- 
erally to  all  matters  in  which  their  operational  are  requi« 
red  in  relation  to  the  keeping,  disbursing!  and  transfer- 
ring of  the  public  money.  'Iltose  operations  sometimes 
operate,  as  the  banks  say,  injurionsly  to  their  interests, 
and  he  has  frequently  called  on  the  Secretary,  and  other 
arrangements  have  been  made,  I  presume  and  believe, 
on  his  representationa.  f  know  not  what  compensation 
he  receives.  1  am  under  the  impression  that  I  have 
heard  him  say  that  the  three  first  seltcted  banks  in  New 
York  paid  liim  one  thousand  dollars  each." 

And  yet,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  resolution,  which  was  in* 
troduced  by  you,  sir,  [Mr.  Pixrcb«]  and  adopted  by  the 
msjority  of  the  committee,  expressly  says  that  not  *'  any" 
of  the  deposite  banks  have  employed  this  agent  to  trans- 
act their  business  at  the  Treasury  Department!  How 
can  that  resolution  stand  with  the  testimony  of  the  chief 
clerk  of  that  Department? 

But,  sir,  it  is  possible  to  make  this  inconsistency  still 
more  apparent.  I  will  quote  the  testimony  of  Levi 
Woodbury  himself;  and  although  his  anawers'are  elabo« 
rate  arguments,  page  after  page,  yet,  air,  when  we  come 
to  the  answering  part  of  them,  he  ia  compelled  to  admit 
this  official  connexion  between  him  and  his  friend  lieu* 
ben  M.  Whitney.  He  is  compelled  to  show  the  nkture 
of  the  business  transacted  personally  by  the  agent,  Whit- 
ney, as  the  authorized  agent  of  some  of  the  deposite 
banks,  with  the  Department;  and  by  the  Department 
through  the  agent,  Whitney,  as  an  <*  organ  of  communi- 
cation" with  the  depoaite  banks.  1  y/iW  hhow  it  all,  Mr. 
Chairman.  Let  any  man  attend  to  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Woodbury,  and  disbelieve  it  if  he  can.  I  will  first  read 
a  shortsentence  or  two,  to  show  the  <* official  connexion." 

In  speaking  of  Whitney  and  other  agents  he  says; 

'*  With  all  these  agents  before  named,  as  well  as  many 
others,  when  transacting  business  for  their  principalii, 
the  official  connexion  of  the  Department  has,  in  all  other 
respects,  as  well  as  19  these,  been  similar." 

Again  be  says: 

"They  have  access  to  papers  and  every  species  of 
public  information."  '  '<  But,  in  the  case  of  the  agent  of 
the  bank,  no  indulgence  of  any  kind  is  known  or  believed 
to  have  been  granted,  which,  if  requested,  has  been 
withheld  fiom  the  agents  on  other  subjects,  and  especial- 
ly.the  agents  of  corporations  or  persons  in  public  employ- 
ment; nor  any  withheld  which,  in  other  Rke  case!*,  ha.«, 
on  request,  been  granted." 

*'  I  can  thini  of  no  further  explanation  desirable  as  to 
the  official  connexion  between  the  agent  for  some  of  the 
deposite  banks  and  this  Department." 

Now,  sir,  I  will  show  you  what  that  **  official  connex* 
ion"  in. 

**  44.  In  the  cases  alluded  to  in  your  report  of  the 
11th  instant,  where  the  Plantera'  Bank,  Natche2,  and  the 
Commercial  Bank,  Cincinnati,  confided  authority  upon 
said  Whitney,  as  ahown  to  you  in  a  written  communica* 
tion,  what  was  that  authority,  what  wete  the  clsiros  or 
requests  made  by  him,  what  was  the  case  of  the  Com- 
mercial Bank  at  New  Orlesns? 

*'  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de« 
cided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote: 

«<  Ayes— Messrs.   Garland,   Pierce,    Wise,    Johnson, 
Hamer,  Martin,  Peyton,  Fairfield. 
•    •«  No— Mr.  Gillet. 


2107 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


2108 


H.  or  R.] 


Civil  and  Diphmatk  JSppropriatum  BiU. 


[Mabch  2,  1837. 


**  Answer.  The  cases  referred  to  in  my  report  of  the 
11th  instant,  where  differencet  of  opinion  occurred,  and 
an  authority  was  produced,  but  not  found  necessary  to 
be  filed,  were  those  of  the  Commercial  Bank  at  Cincin- 
nati and  the  Commercial  Bank  at  New  Orleans,  I  men- 
tioned the  Planters'  Bank  only  as  one  in  which  a  general 
notice  had  been  i^iven,  and  was  on  file,  as  to  his  agency, 
and  a  copy  of  which  was  annexed.  The  particular  case 
of  the  Commercial  Bank  at  Cincinnati  was,  so  far  as  1 
recollect,  a  letter  which  he  held  in  his  hand  and  read, 
wishing  him  to  request  the  Department  to  change  th^ 
place  to  which  some  of  the  transfers  outstanding  against 
it  were  to  be  made,  such  as  froa  other  parts  of  Ohio 
or  Kentucky,  to  New  Orleans  or  Philadelphia;  and  stating 
the  reasons  for  the  request  to  be,  that  the  banks  in  Ohio 
and  Kentucky  would  probably  demand  spepie,  or  be 
less  aocommodatiog  as  to  the  payments  than  those  at  a 
distance.  I  think  it  stated,  further,  that  an  extension  of 
some  of  the  transfers  was  desirable,  if  the  Department 
could  conTcniently  grant  it,  and  complained  that  the  time 
already  allowed  was  too  short.  The  agent  also  urged 
both  these  requests,  assigning  similar  reasons,  and  that 
the  lime  granted  in  -several  cases  was  less  than  that  for- 
merly allowed,  under  like  circumstances,  to  the  United 
Slates  Bank  to  make  transfers.  I  declined  to  change 
the  places  from  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  as  requested,  he- 
cause;  under  the  late  deposite  law,  I  fell  bound  to  con- 
fine to  the  neighborhood  those  particular  transfers,  till 
about  money  enough  was  placed  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky 
to  meet  their  share  of  the  anticipated  division  of  the  sur- 
plus and  the  current  expenditures,  rather  than  send  it 
to  a  distance {  but  the  time  for  aome  of  the  transfers, 
which  seemed  too  short,  I  proposed  to  extend  as  long  as 
seemed  to  me  proper.  He,  however,  declined  taking 
such  extension  in  behalf  of  the  bank,  unless  I  eould 
make  it  longer,  thinking  it  would  not  be  useful  so  little 
extended)  and,  therefore,  I  wrote  to  the  bank  itself 
what  had  been  proposed  to  him,  and  his  declining  it, 
and  that  I  should,  notwithstanding,  give  the  extension 
which  to  me  seemed  suitable,  and  the  bank,  if  not  ac- 
cepting it,  might  pay  the  money  over  at  the  time  origi- 
nally fixed.  In  respect  to  the  Commercial  Bank  at  New 
Orleans,  the  application  by  the  agent  was,  according  to 
my  recollection,  with  a  letter,  netting  out  that  the  De- 
p  irtment  had,  by  transfers  and  warrants  drawn  out,  or 
proposed  to  draw  out,  all  or  nearly  all  the  public  money 
in  its  possession,  and  wishing  him  to  request  it  to  revoke 
some  of  the  transfers,  and  possibly  to  postpone  some  to 
a  much  later  day  if  none  could  be  revoked.  I  informed 
him  that  tbe  bank  must  be  in  an  error,  as,  befjore  signing 
a  transfer,  or  sending  one,  I  was  always  cart- ful  to  aee 

,  that  it  would  not  reduce  a  bank  too  low.  1  sent  for  the 
clerk  who  had  charge  of  the  subject,  and  examined  into' 
it  critically,  and  declined  to  revoke  any  of  them,  as  I  felt 
satisfied  that  the  bank  and  ita  agent*  considered  the  mo- 
ney the  bank  had  been  notified  it  would  probably  be 
called  on  to  pay  the  State  of  Louisiana  during  1837,  but 
for  which  no  transfers  had  then  been  issued,  and  which 
1  told  him  would  not,  be  issued  w.hen  the  time  of  pay- 
ment arrived,  provided  the  bank  should,  before  that  time, 
be  drawn  down  too  low.  I  informed  him,  also,  tl)at  the 
bank  had,  by  mistake,  included  one  transfer,  in  order  to 

-  make  out  its  ease,  which  had  never  been  Issued,  accord- 
ing to  our  records;  and  hence  I  could  not  revoke  any 
that  had  been  issued.  He  %eemed  to  be  satisfied  that 
the  bank  was  right.  Whether  any  extensions  of  time 
were  given  in  this  case  I  do  not  remember,  but  know 
that  none  were  given  beyond  the  period  of  the  quarterly 
payments  to  tbe  States,  for  which  purpose  these  trans- 
fers had  been  seasonably  ordered." 

Here,  sir,  there  is  the  authority,  conceded  by  the 
bunks  to  their  agent,  he  holding  in  bta  band  the  written 
authority,  <*  not  neceasary  to  be  filed/'    Sir,  ]  am  sorry 


for  the  character  of  the  majority  of  the  comiDitteet  f  re« 
gret  that  this  resolution  should  be  as  it  is. 

But  I  have  not  done.  Although  here  is  evidence 
which  shows  you  the  when,  and  where,  and  how;  it 
shows  you  the  manner  of  these  bank  transactions,  in  all 
their  details,  as  carried  on  through  their  agent.  Not 
only  has  all  this  business  been  transacted  by  him,  but 
Mr.  Woodbury  says  that,  upon  aome  occasions,  this 
agent  took  an  appeal  from  his  decisions,  as  Secretary,  to 
the  President  or  the  United  States;  and,  not  content 
with  that,  he  even  went,  or  threatened  to  go,  to  Con- 
gress for  redress.  We  have  seen,  from  one  of  bis  pub« 
lished  letters,  that  this  private  gentleman  aeems  to  have 
a  fancy  for  enlightening  and  instructing  this  opaque  body, 
these  ignorant  members  of  Congress,  on  his  magnificent 
schemes  of  banking  and  legislation.  That  is  a  part  of 
hta  ordinary  duty;  for  be  writea  to  the  deposite  banks, 
to  these  moneyed  corporations,  to  use  their  exertions  in 
making  a  concentrated  movement  upon  this  body,  so  as 
to  produce  some  stupendous  pecuniary  result  favorable 
to  them  and  to  himself,  and  which  would  enable  him  to 
fleece  the  people  upon  a  more  extended  and  libsral 
acale. 

Having  proven  the  oflRcial  connexion,  and  that  tome 
of  the  deposite  banks  transact  4heir  busiueas  with  the 
Treasury  Department  through  Whitney,  I  will  no.w 
show  that  the  Department  has  looked  to  Whitney  •*as 
an  organ"  to  transact  its  business  with  the  deposite 
banks.  Here  is  the  position  aasumed  by  the  majority  in 
their  last  resolution,  <Mhat  Whitney's  business  is  to 
communicate  information  to  the  banka."  That  he  Is  b 
mere  correspondent,  and  only  half  a  correspondent  at 
that.  He  communicatea  nothing  from  the  banks  to  the 
Department;  mark  that,  sir! 

Now,  although  this  resolution  declares,  upon  tbe 
character  and  responsibility  of  the  majority,  that  such 
are  the  facts,  Mr.  Woodbury  swears  he  is  the  oitpan  of 
communication  to  and  from  the  banks.  Why,  sir,  if 
two  steam  enginea  upon  the  same  track  of  railroad  were 
to  meet  together,  they  could  not  come  more  direct Ij  and 
violently  in  conflict  than  does  this  resolution  of  the  ma* 
jority  of  the  select  committee  with  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Woodbury.  He  says,  «  occasionally  they  [oommunica« 
tions]  are  made  through  Mr.  Whitney  to  the  banka!" 
Why,  what  more  can  be  wanted,  sir,  to  estabhah  the 
utter  falsehood  of  thai  resolution?  Mr.  Woodbury  then 
says,  *•  I  am  not  aware  of  any  letter  on  record,  from  or 
to  Mr.  Whitney,"  &c.  Oh,  no,  sir!  No  letter  •«on 
record."  That  was  one  reason  for  my  offering  the  res* 
ohition  I  did.  If  all  be  right,  and  fa<r,  and  honest,  it  ought 
to  be  there,  sir.  \\  should  be  «•  on  record."  1  wnnl  to 
break  up  this  secret,  fraudulent,  collusive  connexion, 
upon  which  shadows,  clouds,  and  daiknens,  have  so 
long  rested,  between  that  officer  and  this  agent.  So 
much  for  the  first  and  last  resolutions  of  the  majority,  as 
sustained  by  the  testimony. 

But,  sir,.4he  resolutions  are  not  consistent  with  each 
other.  The  first,  aa  we  have  seen,  explicitly  declares 
that  not  <«any"  of  the  banks  have  empU>>ed  an  agent,  at 
the  seat  of  Government,  to  transact  business  witb  tbe 
Depa'rtment,  but  the  last  actually  acknuwkdgea  that 
there  is  an  agent  for  some  purpoae.  But  they  say  he 
merely  transmits  information  to  tbe  banks  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  &c.  Nothing  is  transmitted  from 
the  banks  themselves,  through  him,  to  tbe  Department! 
No  business  done  by  him.  Why,  sir,  he  is  only  half  a 
correspondent,  at  that  rate.  A  correspondent  to  send 
information  to  a  bank  from  the  Treasury  Department^ 
but  not  a  correspondent  to  communicate  any  ihing  from 
a  bank  to  that  Department.  Sir,  ia  that  ao?  Is  it  possi- 
ble that  any  one  can  have  a  doubt  about  it?    Letnas  see. 

Here  is  What  Mr.  Woodbury  says;  and  let  us  see  bow 
it  agrees  with  tbe  resolution: 
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«*8.  Is  Reuben  M.  Whitney  the  person  through 
whom  all  or  any  of  the  communications,  ferbal  or  writ- 
teni  which  are  or  have  been  made  by  the  Treasury  De- 
partment»  or  by  you  personally,  to  the  banks  of  de- 
'  posite  of  the  public  money  of  which  he  is  agent,  or 
which  are  or  have  been  made  by  said  banks  to  said  De* 
partment,  or  to  you  personally? 

**  Answer.  In  reply  to  this  question,  if  properly  un- 
derstood by  me,  I  would  state  that  most  of  the  com- 
municaliuns  received  from  the  deposite  bank*,  or  made 
to  them,  are  direct  between  them  and  the  Department, 
though  occasionally  they  are  made  through  Mr.  Whit- 
ney in  behalf  of  som/s  of  them.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
letter  on  recorcj,  from  or  to  Mr.  Whitney  as  their  agent, 
except  as  named  in  my  report  of  the  11th  instant; 
though,  in  some  instances,  1  think,  when  making  some 
request  for  information,  in  their  behalf,  he  has  shown 
lo  me  letters,  or  held  them  in  bis  hand,  which  he  said 
were  from  them. 

**  When  the  application  in  their  behalf  has  been  made 
by  him  verbally,  and  no  letter  has  been  written  by  them 
to  the  Department,  it  hss  been  customary  to  make  him 
^  verbal  reply^  if  the  business  was  of  little  importance^ 
but,  if  it  was  considered  of  much  magnitude,  a  written 
eommuoioation  has  generally  been  sent  by  the  Depart- 
ment directly  to  the  bank  concerned. 

**  Oiher  ^persons,  as  remarked  in  my  report  to  the' 
committee  on  the  11th  instant,  have  been  the  organ  of 
communicating  the  wishes  of  several  of  the  depoaite 
banks  on  several  occasions,  and  in  a  manner  similar  to 
that  above  described  as  to  Mr.  Whitney. 

**  9.  Are  most  or  all  of  the  communications  received 
by  you  or  the  Department,  from  the  deposite  banks,  or 
made  to  them  by  you  or  the  Department,  directly  or 
through  Mr.  Whitney,  contained  in  your  communication 
of  the  lltb  instant  to  this  committee?  If  not,  where  and 
what  are  they  ? 

*'  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  ita  being  propounded.  On 
the  question,  shall  the  interrogatory  be  propounded?  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

*•  Ayes— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Wise, 
Johnson,  Hamer,  Martin,  and  Peyton. 

"No— Mr.  Gillet. 

**  The  question  being  propounded  to  the  witness,  he 
returned  the  following  answer: 

<*AII  the  communications  made  to  or  from  the  De- 
partment, whether  directly  or  through  Mr.  Whitney, 
which  have  been  found  on  record  or  on  file,  and  which 
relate  to  his  sppointment  or  compensation  as  agent,  are 
believed  to  be  aftnexed  to  my  report  to  the  committee 
on  the  11th  instant. 

*<  But  there  are  numerous  other  communications  on 
other  subiects  with  the  deposite  bank«,  relating  to  their 
dulieaand  requests,  &c.,  both  to  and  from  them,  and 
which  probably  fiU  several  volumes,  and  are  now  at  the 
Department." 

'*  8.  '  The  names  of  the  banks  employing  said  agent' 
are,  with  the  few  eiceptions  before  alluded  to,  un- 
known to  me,  except  by  rumor. 

'•Besides  the  Planters'  Bank  at  Natchez,  and  the 
Commercial  Bank  at  Ciijcinnati,  copies  of  whose  cor- 
respondence have  already  been  furnished,  I  think  that 
in  one  or  two  cases  of  difference  of  opinion  ss  to  claims 
made  by  the  banks,  through  their  agent,  and  in  those 
alone,  a  written  communication  was  shown  to  me  by 
him  concerning  the  authority  confided  by  them. 

'*  But  the  final  question  in  those  cases  not  having 
been  one  as  to  competent  authority  on  the  part  of  the 
agent  to  do  any  official  act  in  tlteir  behalf,  but  as  to  the 
sufficiency  of  the  reasons  in  favor  of  the  claims  or  re- 
quests msde  by  him,  and  which  are  believed  not  to  have 
been  acceded  to,  it  did  not  become  necessary  to  ask  the 
evidence  of  his  authority  to  be  filed)  and  no  names  are 


recollected  beyond  those  above  statec^,  except  the  Com- 
mercial Bank  at  New  Orleans." 

He  says,  Whitney  is  'Mo  be  the  organ,  at  times,  of 
presenting  their  wishes  to  the  Department  in  respect  to 
subjects  connected  with  their  public  obligations;  and  to 
procure  here,  and  communicate,  the  best  intelligence 
in  his  power  on  the  state  of  the  money  market  at  home 
^or  abroad;  on  the  condition  of  the  currency  and  of  the 
exchangesi  and  on  the  supposed  legislation  likely  to 
happen  in  Congress,  either  as  to  the  banks  themselves, 
or  as  to  heavy  appropriations  to  be  paid  by  them$  and, 
in  fine,  on  any  other  topic  which  he  may  consider  in- 
teresting or  beneficial  to  his  employers." 

Why  not  speak  plainly  like  that'  Why  make  use  of 
an  equivocation^  Mr.  Woodbury  aweara  to  the  factsi 
and  why  report  a  resolution  directly  in  the  face  of  the 
facts,  which  overturns  all  he  has  affirmed  on  the  sub- 
ject? Why,  it  is  impossible  to  make  the  case,  by  testi* 
mony,  any  plainer  than  he  has  done. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  come  to  the  next  resolu- 
tion) it  is  as  follows: 

*'  Raolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,)  That  no 
agent  for  the  transaction  of  business  between  the  depos- 
ite banks  and  the  Treasury  Department  has  been  em- 
ployed at  the  requeat  or  through  the  procurement  of 
said  Department." 

I^ow  could  they  get  Levi  Woodbury  to  swear  to  that? 
No,  air,  they  eould  not.  I  brought  htm  to  the  book, 
and  he  swore  down  that  resolution,  **  Mo  eailo,'*  We 
always  wanted  men,  under  oath,  to  prove  these  factsi 
and,  when  we  got  them,  we  either  made  them  disclose 
and  prove  them,  or  we  made  them  skulk  and  shrink  un- 
der the  term  <*  inquisitorial,"  or  else  they  oravenly  and 
conscience-stricken  screen  themselves  behind  the  con- 
stitutional provision  which  protects  a  felon  from  testify- 
ing to  his  own  guilt.  Well,  what  are  Levi  Woodbury's 
words?     Here  is  the  question  propounded  to  him: 

'*  Have  you  ever  given  a  recommendation  in  favor  of 
Whitney,  or  has  he  been  employed  through  your  pro- 
curement?" 

••None,"  said  he,  *<  unless  thst  letter  of  the  5th  of 
November,  1834^  can  be  so  construed." 

Mr.  Chairman,  that  was  the  very  thing  we  wanted. 
He  would  not  himself  say  but  a  hat  that  was  a  letter  of 
recommendation  for  Whitney,  and  that  it  was  so  meant 
and  so  intended.  He  could  not  say  otherwise;  it  would 
have  been  in  the  face  of  reason,  and  in  direct  violation 
of  the  most  palpable  construction  of  the  English  lan- 
guage, to  deny  that  it  is  as  strong  a  recommendation  as 
was  ever  penned  by  man,  for  both  the  scheme  and  the 
agent  who  was  applying  for  the  office. 

But,  sir,  what  doea  Mr.  Els,  the  confidential  clerk  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  that  Department,  say  ? 

<*  10.  Do  you  know  of  any  application  made  by  Mr. 
R.  M.  Whitney  to  any  officer  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, either  for  a  recommendation  to  be  employed  m 
agent  for  any  deposite  bank,  or  for  an  agency  or  office 
in  that  Department  connected  with  the  deposite  banks? 

**  Answer.  I  do  not,  further  than  is  contained  in  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  to  him,  dated  in  November, 
1834,  appended  to  the  Secretary's  answer,  which  I  have 
seen." 

Here,  then,  we  see  that  Levi  Woodbury  and  his  clerk 
admit  the  letter  of  recommendation.  Now,  what  is  that 
letter?  It  was  written  in  reply  to  Reuben  M.  Whitney's 
letter  of  the  4lh  of  November,  1834,  enclosing  a  copy 
of  the  celebrated  letter  from  certain  deposite  banks, 
written  by  Whitney  himself,  proposing  to  convert  the 
Treasury  Department  into  a  Bank  of  the  United  Sta'ei*, 
with  State  banks  for  its  branches,  and  placing  Reuben 
M.  Whitney  at  the  head  of  a  bureau  in  the  Department, 
to  be  assimilated  to  a  committee  in  the  bank,  called  (he 
committee  on  the  branches,  thereby  placing  the  whol» 
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Steal  concerns  of  the  country  under  his  cire  and  su- 
preme control.  These  were  the  propositions  contained 
in  that  letter:  that  Whitney  should  be  placed  at  the 
head  of  such  a  bureau,  with  these  powers,  and  for  this 
object,  with  a  salary  of  $5,000  per  annum.  When 
these  propositions  reached  the  ears  of  Mr.  Taney,  he 
never  condescended  to  reply  in  writing  to  them. 

Here  is  what  he  (Mr.  Woodbury)  says  in  reply  to  the 
former  application: 

"To  that  application  I  made  answer  the  ensuing  day, 
stating  what  was  my  own  opinion,  and  what  was  under- 
stood to  be  the  opinion  of  my  predecessor,  (correspond- 
ing with  my  own,)  that  the  Treasury  Department,  un- 
der existing  Uws,  had  no  authority  to  constitute  any  such 
officer  or  agency;  and  if  one  was  appdinted,  it  must  be 
done  by  the  banks  themselves.*' 

Now',  when  Whitney  approached  Levi  Woodbury  with 
this  letter,  it  should  be  remembered  when  it  was,  and 
under  what  circumstances.  When  be  came  to  Mr. 
Duane,  upon  the  15th  of  June,  1833,  almost  three 
months  before  the  deposites  were  removed  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  he  applied  for  this  agency 
in  advance;  and  the  first  sentence  of  his  letter  sets 
forth— 

**  That  he  having  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  a  great  degree,  8cc.,  and  ^knowing  the  views  of 
the  President  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  pub- 
lic deposites,  &c.,  I  look  upon  that  measure  as  definitive- 
ly resolved  upon,  so  fitr  as  his  views  and  recommenda- 
tions have  weight  and  influence.  I  have  good  reason  to 
believe  that  the  President  will  forwsrd  »  eommunication 
from  New  York  to  you,  expressive  of  his  views  and 
wished  upon  this  subject." 
.    Whitney  further  says: 

«•  I  take  the  liberty  of  tendering  to  you  my  services 
to  execute  the  duties  and  to  solicit  the  situation." 

He  further  states; 

•<  I  have  never  spoken  to  the  President  upon  this  sub- 
ject, but  circumstances  lead  me  to  think  that  I  should 
not  be  otherwise  then  perfectly  acceptable  to  him.  The 
only  persons  to  whom  1  have  mentioned  the  subject, 
connected  with  the  Government,  are  Messrs.  Taney  and 
Kendall — ^to  the  former  gentleman  a  week  since,  at  Bal- 
timore, who  replied  in  these  words:  ■  1  have  always  un« 
derstood,  and  taken.it  for  granted,  that  you  were  to  have 
the  situation  when  it  is  created.' " 

Mr.  Duane  replied  to  this  letter  en  the  17th  June, 
1833,  and  in  that  response  to  this  impudent  application 
he  raised  himself  in  the  estimation  of  all  honest  men  of 
every  party.  Whitney  tried  to  introduce  himself  to  Mr. 
Duane,  to  become  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv  de  fddot 
and  thereby  s»ve  that  gentleman  all  trouble  of  thinking 
for  himself.  Mr.  Duane  made  a  very  polite  reply,  arid 
said: 

<*  Whenever  the  President  shall  express  his  wishes  in 
reUtion  to  any  subject  of  public  concern,  or  with  regard 
to  yourself,  I  will  so  act,  I  trust,  as  to  merit  the  respect 
of  the  President  and  preserve  my  own." 

This  array  of  high  officers  had  no  effect  on  Mr. 
Duane.  This  was  the  last  communication  that  passed 
between  Mr.  Duane  and  Whitney. 

lie  then,  sir,  comes  upon  Mr.  Taney,  backed  by  the 
recommendation  of  six  banks,  but  with  no  better  suc- 
cess than  he  met  with  from  Mr.  Duane. 

Mr.  Taney's  conduct  merits  the  highest  praise t  and  1 
muit  do  him  the  justice  to  say  that  he  stated,  upon  his 
oath,  that  the  statement  of  Whitney,  as  far  as  regarded 
himself,  was  false;  that  he  never  encouraged  him;  and, 
in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson,  he  puts  his  refusal 
on  the  ground  of  that  iodtv'rduars  notoriously  bad  char- 
acter, saying  <*  his  appointment  would  be  received,  I  aiA 
sure,  with  one  general,  universal  feeling  of  disapproba- 
tion, by  friends  and  foes.  I  ytWX  never  mortify  my  friends 


by  such  an  appointment,"  8ce.  Amoa  Kendall  also  de- 
nies, in  his  evidence,  having  been  consulted  by  Reuben 
M.  Whitney,  as  stated  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Duane.  Thi| 
is  a  question  of  veracity  between  Amos  and  Reuben,  in 
which  no  honest  man  should  interfere  i  let  ir,  therefore, « 
stand  as  a  family  affair  between  them.  But  a  year  after- 
wards, when  Mr.  Tanry  was  gone,  Mr.  Duane  swept 
away,  and  Mr.  Woodbury  came  into  the  Department, 
then  we  find  Whitney  there.  I  asked  one  of  the  clerks, 
when  did  Whitney  first  come  amongst  themf  Soon  after 
Mr.  Woodbury  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment, was  the  substance  of  the  reply.  Yes,  sir,  then  it 
was  that  Reuben/ M.  Whitney  became  a  <<  pet  "—that  le 
was  taken  into  the  Department — into  the  bosom  of  the 
Secretary.  Let  these  things  be  remembered,  and  that 
be  was  just  setting  out  upon  his  grand  Northern  tour,  to 
make  a  personal  application  to  the  deposite  banks  to 
employ  him  as  their  agent,  and  that  he  was  bunting  up 
letters  of  recommendstion  to  carry  with  him;  the  letter 
of  Levi  Woodbury  of  the  5th  of  November  was  obtained, 
and  was  used  for  that  purpose  evei^  where  he  went. 
Mr.  Woodbury,  as  we  have  seen,  did  not  pretend  to 
deny  it  was  a  letter  of  recommendation.  Sir,  in  whai 
company  this  letter  was  found!  Whitnev  also  applied 
for,  and  obtained,  another  strong  letter  of  recommends- 
tion from  one,  as  he  says,  *<  high  in  the  confidence  of 
the  Preaident."  Here  is  the  language  of  the  anonymous 
letter  iUelfi 

"The  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I 
know,  view  the  subject  in  the  same  light  that  I  do,  and 
will  be  gratified  if  the  banks  will  establish  such  an  agen- 
cy; and,  from  his  talents,  experience,  and  fidelity,  no 
appointment  would  be  more  a<;pepts^le  to  them  than 
that  of  Mr.  Whitney,  who  has  already  been  recommend- 
ed to  the  Department." 

This  is  the  letter  the  authorship  of  which  has  been 
suppressed  by  a  majority  of  the  committee  and  by  this 
House. 

That  letter  was  not  signed.  It  was  anonymous,  hut 
was  carried  in  company  with  that  of  Mr.  Woodbuty. 
The  bank  at  Burlington,  Vermont,  before  whom  they 
were  laid,  said,  in  reply,  "  that,  in  all  business  trsnsac- 
tions  with  the  Government,  they  [the  board  of  directors] 
have  and  wish  to  meet  their  views."  Now,  sir,  what 
was  this  which  the  board  of  directors  considered  a 
"business  transaction  with  the  Government?"  It  was 
the  appointment  of  Reuben  Whitney  as  their  agent.  Sir, 
it  is  impossible  to  misunderstand  this  letter  of  Mr. 
Woodbury.  Take  the  construction  put  upon  it  by  the 
Moyamensing  Bank,  of  Philadelphis,  when  it  waa  laid 
before  that  bank  as  a  recommendation  of  Mr.  Whitney. 
In  a  resolution  of  the  board,  referring  to  this  letter,  they 
say:  "R.  M.  Whitney,  Esq.,  coming  highly  recom- 
mended. Ice,  we  do  therefore  employ  him,"  &c.  This 
was  the  only,  letter  of  recommendation,  as  it  appears, 
before  the  board,  and  they  consider  it  a  high  recom- 
mendation of  Whitney.  Yet,  in  the  face  of  all  thto  tes- 
timony, we  have  a  resolution  from  the  majority  of  the 
select  committee,  declaring  that  he  has  not  been  era- 
ployed  at  the  request  or  through  the  procurement  of  the 
Treasury  Department.  That,  sir,  is  the  resolution. 
Here  is  the  proof.  How,  let  me  ask,  can  they  stand 
together?  Many  of  our  friends  have  manifested  no  little 
uneasiness  to  me,  knowing  the  multitude  of  difficulties 
thrown  in  the  way  of  this  investigation;  but  I  can  tell 
them,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  confidence,  that,  when  they 
see  how  much  direct  positive  proof  we  have  elicited, 
they  will  admit  that  all  we  have  ever  SMd,  ever  Ihouglit, 
or  imagined  to  have  existed,  will  fall  far,  very  far,  short 
of  the  devel<'pfr.ents  which  are  made.  1  have  been  aa- 
tonished  mykclf  at  the  evidence  brought  to  light  before 
this  committee. 

A  few  words  upon  the  5tb  resolution  of  the  majority. 
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and  I  will  ptn  on.  In  effect,  this  is  the  substance  of 
die  resolution:  that  this  agent,  such  as  be  is,  is  a  mere 
correspondent,  «  niere  channel  to  convey  information  to 
the  banks,  but  never  from  the  banks. 
.  Now,  Mr.  Cbarirman,  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  one  other  subject  upon  this  branch  of  the  ease. 
You  all  reroeoiber  the  celebrated  Treasurv  circular  of 
the  29lb  August,  1835,  in  which  Mr.  Whitney  assumed 
upon  himself  the  power  to  prescribe  what  bank  notes 
should  or  should  not  be  received  in  payment,  for  the 
public  lands,  and  which  winds  up  with  a  threat  that, 
upon  any  violation  of  his  orders,  he  was  authorized  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  say  that  "  hb  [ilie  Sec- 
retary!] would  take  prompt  measnres!"^8KC. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  you  recollect  how  this  was  de- 
nied, evaded,  attempted  to  be  concealed,  and  how  the 
Globe  published  mutilated  accounts  of  it?  and  yet,  sir, 
when  we  get  Mr.  Woodbury,  and  even  Reuben  Whit- 
ney himself,  upon  the  stand,  they  both  acknowledge  it 
to  be  genuine!  that  it  is  tibonajide  order,  conferring 
upon  Whitney  all  the  power  the  circular  purports  he 
possessed.  Here  is  the  question,  sir,  which  brought  it 
out: 

"  32.  Have  you  ever  used  the  following  language  in 
any  of  your  circulars,  letters,  or  instructions,  to  any  of 
the  public  ofRcern,  to  wit:  <  I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of 
this  to  each  of  the  public  .receivers,  and  have  no  doubt 
that  they  will  act  with  such  fairness  that  no  injustice  will 
be  done  to  any  one  of  the  deposite  banks.  Should  it 
ever  be  otherwise,  and  any  one  of  the  banks  have  cause 
to  feel  aggrieved,  I  am  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  say  that  he  will  take  the  most  prompt 
measures  to  remove  any  just  cause  of  complaint."  If 
yea,  state  whether  you  had  received  any  such  authoriCy 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

•'  Answer.  I  refer  the  committee  to  my  printed  let- 
ter of  the  29ih  of  August,  1835,  (see  appendix  I  2,)  in 
which  will  be  found  the  paragraph  quoted  in  this  inter- 
rogatory. 

*•  In  effecting  the  arrangements  informed 'of  in  that 
letter,  a  fear  was  expressed  by  some  of  the  banks  that 
the  bankf  and  receivers  might  not  act  'in  perfect  fair- 
ness with  each  other;  and  that  some  of  the  banks  might 
be  subject  to  impositions  under  the  arrangements  they 
entered  into.  I  communicated  the  same  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury;  who,  viewing,  as  1  believed,  the 
arrangement  an  important  one  for  the  oommunity,  and 
for  the  purpose,  aa  I  supposed,  of  inspiring  the  banks 
with  confidence  that  they  would  not  be  imposed  upon, 
told  me  I  might  communicate  the  substance  of  what  is 
contained  in  the  concluding  part  of  the  quotation,  though 
probably  in  other  words. 

That  printed  letter  was  forwarded  to  the  public  land 
receivers  by  me  as  a  mere  matter  of  information,  but  not 
of  « instructions.' " 

Now,  sir,  that  (hat  statement  of  Reuben  Whitney  is 
true  can  be  shown  by  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the 
transaction,  Mr.  Woodbury  knowing  h<s  intention  of 
sending  the  circular,  and  actually  franked  that  very  cir- 
cular, to  those  receivers  and  those  banks,  knowing  what 
it  contained,  as  he  in  effect  admits  himself.  I  wilt  cite 
the  question  propounded  to  Reuben  Whitney  himself 
on  this  subject  of  franking: 

**  34.  Have  you  or  have  you  not  issued  such  circulars 
as  are  above  mentioned  to  any  other  oflicer  or  officers 
of  the  Government?  If  yea,  to  wborn  and  when?  Either 
furnish  the  committee  with  copies,  or  state  their  pur- 
port if  you  cannot  furnish  copies. 

*<  Answer.  1  do  not  recollect  to  have  issued  any  cir- 
culars, except  such  as  were  intended  for  the  deposite 
banks;  copies  of  which,  in  the  instance,  referred  to, 
were  6ent  to  the  public  land  receivers,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose mentioned. 
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"  35.  In  forwarding  to  the*  public  offices  and  the 
deposite  banks  the  before-mentineod  circulars,  or  ma- 
king any  other  communications  to  them,  have  you 
at  any  time  used  the  frank  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  or  any  other  officer  of  that  Department? 
If  yea,  state  whether  it  has  been  your  habit  to  do 
so. 

"  Answer.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  franked,  or 
authorized  to  be  franked,  two  or  three  of  the  circulars 
furnished  to  the  committee,  marked  A,  one  of  which 
was  forwarded  to  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  deposite  banks, 
and  of  one  of  them  a  copy  was  sent  to  each  of  the 
receivers,  also  franked  by  him;  also,  tables  showing  the 
condition  of  the  deposite  banks,  which  1  have  occasion- 
ally prepared,  the  character  of  which  was,  in  all  cases, 
made  known  to  him,  on  the  papers  themselves  being 
first  shown  to  him.  Beyond  these  I  do  not  recollect  that 
hie  has  ever  franked,  or  authorized  to  be  franked,  sny 
communications  to  the  banks,  or  to  any  person  whatever, 
of  mine," 

But,  sir,  another,  and  one  of  the  strongest  evidences 
that  this  illegitimate,  collusive  association  between  your 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  this  deposite  bank  minister 
nearyour  Treasury  Department  ought  to  cease.  Why, 
sir,  Reuben  Whitney  has  access  to  every  document,  let- 
ter, and  paper,  in  that  Department,  whether  it  concerns 
the  public  mon^y,  the  deposite  banks,  or  any  other  mat- 
ter. Not  only  so,  sir,  but  he  will  go  to  your  Department, 
enter  the  rooms  of  the  clerks,  and  take  from  the  file 
such  original  papers  as  he  sees  fit,  and  carry  them 
through  the  street  to  his  own  room,  where  be  will  keep 
them  till  the  next  day,  or  till  it  suits  his  pleasure  or  con- 
venience to  return  them.  That,  sir,  is  the  positive  and 
direct  testimony  of  one  of  the  clerks,  Mr.  McGinnis.  It 
occurred,  he  testified,  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress.  A  Senator  wishing  to  obtain  some  informa- 
tion from  the  Department,  instead  of  applying  himself  to 
the  Secretary,  he  goes  at  once  into  Whitney's  room,  to 
the  fountain  head  of  information,  and  Whitney  goes  into 
the  clerk's  office,  takes  down  the  file,  and  carries  it  to 
his  own  room.  The  statement  of  the  witness  is,  that 
he  said  Thomas  H.  Benton,  Senator  from  Missouri, 
wished  to  obtain  some  information  from  him,  and  he  ac- 
cordingly took  the  original  filts  containing  it,  passing 
down  stairs  from  the  third  story  of  the  building,  passed 
along  the  Avenue,  and  then  entering  at  another  door, 
took  them  to  his  own  room,  where  he  and  the  Senator 
kf  pt  them  all  night,  and  it  was  some  time  next  day  be- 
fore they  were  returned,  when  the  fact  wa«,  for  the 
first  time,  made  known  to  the  Secretary,  who  rebuked 
the  clerk,  but  had  not  the  boldness  to  rebuke  Mr.  Whit- 
ney. No,  f>ir;  it  was  all  right,  so  far  as  he  was  concern- 
ed, for  neither  the  clerks  nor  the  Secretary  dare  to  re- 
sist him.  You  have  humbled  yourself  to  ^is  power;  he 
is  above  you;  why,  you  all  must  bow  to  Reuben  M. 
Whitney  as  well  as  to  his  master!  Not  a  word  of  rebuke 
to  him,  sir;  oh,  no!  The  helpless,  honest  clerks  are 
censured,  but  Reuben  M.  Whitney  is  retained;  and,  al-, 
though  he  is  not  paid  by  the  Secretary,  or  nominally  out 
of  the  public  money,  yet  he  is  under  the  same  roof,  in 
the  same  building  with  the  Secretary,  nay,  they  use  the 
same  wash-basin,  ana  Reuben  M.  Whitney  can  take  al- 
most any  and  every  liberty  he  pleases.  Hence  his  power, 
his  employment,  hjs  emoluments. 

On  another  occasion,  he  goes  into  a  store,  and,  seeing 
some  handsome  paper  that  took  his  fancy,  he  instantly 
orders  some  of  it  to  be  sent  over,  and  to  be  charged  to 
the  Department.  All's  right,  sir;  it  was  ordered  bv 
«  Mr.  Whitney."  The  witness,  Mr.  Sullivan,  testified 
to  this  fact,  and  he  produced  his  leger,  showing  the  en- 
tries corroborating  the  fact. 

Not  only  so,  sir,  but  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
acknowledged   upon    oath    instances   where   Whitney 


2115 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


2116 


H.  07  R.] 


Civil  and  Diplomatic  JSpprqpriaiian  Bill 


[Mavch  2,  1837. 


thought  Tor  the  Secretary,  where  his  talents  were  brought 
into  requisition  for  the  service  of  the  Department,  where 
his  statements  have  been  sent  to  Congress  by  the  Sec- 
retary as  his  own.  This  is  not  right.  We  have  two 
Secretaries — one  to  think  and  write,  and  another  to  re- 
ceive the  salary.  Surely,  the  thinking  one  ought  to  be 
paid,  and  it  seems  the  salary  of  the  other  ought  to  be 
increased,  or  he  ought  to  be  removed.  I  give  my  rea- 
son, sir.  He  must  be  hard  run  for  change.  Why,  sir, 
he  sent  in  to  the  committee  a  claim  for  five  days'  attend- 
ance, at  two  dollars  a  day,  amounting  to  the  enormous 
sum  often  dollars.  The  Congress  of  the  United  States 
ought  certainly  to  increase  his  salary,  and  make  it  six 
thousand  and  ten  dollars.  Dut  how  did  he  get  it  up  to 
ten  dollars?  Why,  he  would  come  to  the  committee 
room,  undergo  an  examination  of  half  or  three  quartets 
of  an  hour,  or  less,  and  then  say  he  was  compelled  to 
leave  the  committee  on  official  business.  In  this  way, 
he  made  out  seven  days,  and  sent  his  account,  in  writing, 
by  a  confidential  messenger,  with  authority  to  receive 
the  money;  but  it  turned  out  that  no  more  than  five 
days  could  be  made  out  from  the  journal,  by  which  he 
said  he  would  be  governed  in  this  important  affair,  and 
so  he  gets  his  ten  dollarp.*  This,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  I^evi 
lYoodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury!  It  reminds  me 
of  a  little  incident  I  heard  of  him.  As  I  descended  the 
Ohio  on  my  way  home  last  summer,  I  was  informed  by 
a  very  intelligent  gentleman  who  was  educated  at  the 
same  seminary  with  him.  He  spoke  of  Levi  Woodbury 
as  the  stingiest  boy  in  the  whole  school,  who  was  never 
known  to  expend  one  cent.  One  day,  however,  (said 
he,)  he,  in  company  with  my  informant,  went  to  a  large 
collection  of  the  people,  (arv  election,  I  believe,)  and, 
contrary  to  all  expectation,  he  bought  a  ninepence  worth 
of  milk  punch,  and  divided  it  with  his  friend.  They  re- 
turned to  college;  and  when  this  unprecedented  act  of 
liberality,  on  the  part  of  Levi  Woodbury,  was  made 
known,  many  would  not  believe  it.  What!  that  he 
should  buy  a  ninepence  worth  of  milk  punch,  and  di- 
vide it  with  a  friend!  It  was  incredible!  And  upon  the 
establishment  of  the  fact,  there  was  a  general  illumina- 
tion in  commemoration  of  the  occasion.  And,  Mr.  Chair* 
man,  let  no  man  disbelieve  thia  punch  story,  after  this 
ten-dollar  affsir. 

Mr.  Chairman,  one  great  necessity  for  legislation  on 
this  subject  ia  the  attitude  assumed  both  by  the  depos- 
ite  banks  and  by  their  agent.  It  is  this:  That  the  de- 
posite  banks  are  responsible  only  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  or  his  agent,  but  that  they  owe  no  responsibility 
to  Congress.  That  is  the  position  which  they  assume. 
Notwithstanding  they  have  undertaken  the  charge  of 
the  deposttes  under  the  act  of  Congress,  yet  they  insist 
that  Congress  has  no  power  of  supervision  or  inspection 
over  them,  because  it  has  delegated  that  power  to  the 
Secretary.  Then  how  does  it  stand?  Here  is  your  ten- 
dollar  milk-punch  Secretary  and  Reuben  Whitney, 
who  have  entire  and  unlimited  control  over  the  treasure 
of  the  nation,  from  which  there  is  no  appeal!  Conceive 
the  case,  sir,  of  the  whole  being  seized,  and  a  division 
of  the  spoils  about  to  take  place.  According  to  this 
doctrine.  Congress, has  not  eten  the  power  to  inter- 
pose and  save  it!  That  is  the  position  which  they  as- 
sume. 

What  does  the  Secretary  himself  tell.y  ou  ?  That,  not- 
withstanding, from  the  first  instructions  given  by  the 
President,  through  Mr.  Duane,  to  Amos  Kendall,  special 

*  On  the  lOtb  of  March,  several  days  after  this  speech 
was  delivered,  Mr.  Peyton  called  for  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Woodbury's  account,  to  be  published  with  his  remarks, 
but  was  informed  by  the  clerk  that  Mr.  Woodbury  had 
withdrawn  his  account.  Ten  dollars  saved  for  distribu- 
tion among  the  States. 


agent  to  visit  the  banks,  and  see  upon  what  terms  they 
would  receive  the  deposites,  it  was  expressly  stipulated 
that  an  agent  should  be  appointed,  with  full  power  to 
examine  into  the  condition  of  them  all,  not,  to  be  sure* 
touching  their  private  affairs;  and  that,  notwithatanding 
this  power  was  contemplated  in  the  first  contract  with 
the  original  deposite  banks,  and  the  insertion  of  such  a 
provision  in  the  recent  law,  yet,  what  does  Levi  Wood- 
bury say?  Why,  he  says  "I  have  not,  and  never  will 
appoint  such  an  agent."  What  is  the  protection  now? 
Why,  that  the  banks  are  the  principals,  and  Whitney 
their  agent*-a  shameful  perversion  of  terms,  sir.  Reuben 
Whitney  is  their  d.ctator  and  their  plunderer.  Let  roe 
give  you  an  instance. 

Three  banka  in  the  city  of  New  York  fixed  his  salary 
at  $600  per  annum  for  each  bank.  The  Bank  of 
America  even  passed  a  resolution  that  he  should  have 
no  more  than  that  amount;  but  he  soon  compelled  them 
to  reverse  their  resolve,  and  he  demanded  $1,000  from 
each;  they  yielded  to  bia  demands.  He  is  now  their 
agent,  gnd  is  in  the  receipt  of  this  sum  annually  from 
each. 

There  is  another  and  a  still  more  flagrant  case.  The 
Bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  in  reply  to  hia  importu- 
nfties,  almost  goes  on  its  knees,  to  beseech  him  to  have 
mercy  on  it;  for  that,  owing  to  its  remote  and  isolated 
aituation,  they  have  no  need  of  an  agent.  But  he  re- 
newed and  repeated  his  requisitions,  till  they  were 
driven  finally  to  make  an  unconditional  surrender,  tel- 
ling him,  "  we  have  employed  you,  but  have  fixed  no 
salary;  we  leave  that  to  yourself."  And  he  fixed  it,  air. 
accordingly. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  a  peculiar  way  of  man- 
aging these  matters  between  Whitney  and  the  banks i 
and  as  I  am  in  possession  of  it,  and  as  every  gentleman,  of 
every  party  here,  ought  to  wish  to  know  it,  I  will  read 
it  for  their  especial  edification. 

Preaident  of  the  Bank  to  R.  M.  Whitney. 

**  BuBLiiTGTOK,  Ftbruory  12,  1835. 

'*  Your  letter,  dated  the  23d  uU.,  is  received,  on  the 
subject  of  an  agency  of  the  deposite  banks.  I  have 
communicated  the  same  fo  our  board  of  directors,  and 
am  instructed  to  say  that,  in  all  business  transactions 
with  the  Government,  they  have  and  wish  to  meet  their 
views,  and  do  the  public  business  intrusted  to  vbem  to 
their  satisfaction. 

"  So  far  as  this  institution  may  be  profited  by  an 
agency,  as  it  respects  business,  public  or  private,  they 
will  cheerfully  pay  a  sum  commensurate  to  such  advan- 
tages." 

Cashier  of  Bank  of  Burlington  to  R.  M,  Whitney. 
"  BuBLiHOTOir,  Jantutry  25,  1836. 

'*  Being  located  in  the  same  place  where  a  branch  of 
the  United  States  Bank  was  established,  and  as  we  are  a 
deposite  bank,  where  the  branch  has  discontinued  its  op- 
erations,  the  public  seem  to  expect  that  we  could  at 
once  afford  the  same  facilities  and  accommodations  that 
they  enjoyed  when  the  branch  was  doing  busineaii. 
There  has  been,  on  the  part  of  our  directors,  a  desire  to 
meet  this  expectation;  and  the  consequence  baa  been, 
that  a  very  sensible  change  has  taken  place,  politically* 
in  favor  of  the  Govt  rnment)  and  as  it  is  our  desire  to 
strengthen  these  sentiments,  we  feel  that  it  is  important 
to  afford  to  our  farmers  and  merchants  the  coming  spring 
a  pretty  extensive  accommodation,  especially  about  the 
time  of  the  wool  clip.     »  »  ♦  »  • 

"  My  wish  is,  that  you  would  have  an  interview  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  allow- 
ing the  present  amount  to  remain,  or,  rather,  that  the 
warrants  in  favor  of  the  pension  agent  should  not  be 
made  upon  the  deposite  for  next  spring." 
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R.  M,  fftitnty  to  the  Cashier  of  Bank  of  Burlington. 
'*  Washibtotov,  March  18,  1836. 
*'  I  called  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
weni  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  and  can  assure 
you  that  you  have  noth'-ng^  to  fear  from  the  efforts  of 
your  neighbors.  No  other  bank  will  be  employed  by 
either  Department  unless  compelled  to  do  so  by  the  le- 
gislation of  Congress.  Mr.  Everett,  a  member  from 
your  State,  has  been  trying  to  have  the  pensions  paid  in 
another  quarter,  (Windsor,  I  suppose.) 

*'  You  need  not  fear  but  I  will  look  after  and  protect 
your  business." 

From  same  to  same. 
«•  Wasuihgtojt,  Jlugnat  23,  1835. 

■*  As  it  may  be  important  for  you  to  know,  4s  a  guide 
in  your  operations,  1  can  state  to  you  that,  until  January 
next,  I  feel  confident  you  may  safely  calculate  upon  the 
Treasury  deposites  being  kept  up  to  the  maximum  of 
what  your  bank  can  hoidf  say  three  fourths  of  the  amounts 
of  capital." 

Now,  sir,  does  not  that  paper  at  once  convince  the 
most  incredulous  that  this  bank  applied  for  the  use  of 
the  public  money  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  political 
changes  in  favor  of  the  administration?  It  will  not  be 
denied  that  it  did  have  that  eflTect  in  some  degree,  and 
that  the  bank  continued  to  exert  its  influence  for  like 
purposes,  especially  about  the  time  of  the  elections — 
about  the  time  of  the  wool  clip^when  they  w6re  told 
th^  should  have  liberally  of  the  public  money:  the  peo- 
ple were  literally  fleeced— dyed  in  the  wool,  sir;  dyed 
in  the  wool.  In  the  month  of  August,  Whitney  tells 
them  '*  you  shall  have  as  much  as  your  bank  can  hold" 
for  six  months  to  come. 

I  wish  here  to  say,  sir,  that  no  man  can  feel  more  the 
necessity  that  I  felt  myself  under,  as  a  man  and  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  body,  to  discharge  what  I  think  should  be 
considered  a  solemn  duty  to  my  country,  and  a  duty  also 
to  ^yself,  to  take  the  course  which  I  have  done  in  this 
ijivestigation.  And,  sir,  I  knew  well  what  I  would  have 
to  deal  with.  I  may  well  say  that,  considering  the  use 
made  of  the  executive  power,  I  am  astonished  we  have 
been  able  to  do  any  thiiig;  but  we  have  accomplished 
more  than  the  most  sanguine  of  us  ever  contemplated. 
I  was  assailed  in  the  official  journal,  as  you  well  remem- 
ber, sir,  as  having  made  a  false  and  slanderous  statenlent 
in  regard  to  Mr.  Taney  and  Reuben  Whitney.  Mr. 
Taney  has  himself  testified  to  the  truth  of  my  statement. 
But,  sir,  I  have  had  more  to  bear,  and  I  have  bdrne  it 
more  patiently  from  others  than  even  from  Mr.  Whit- 
ney. Sir,  I  care  nothing  about  Whitney.  If  I  did  not 
think  be  was  doing  a  serious  public  injury,  neither  his 
name  nor  his  concerns  would  ever  occupy  my  thoughts. 
1  solemnly  believe,  before  God  and  man,  before  this 
House  and  the  country,  that  Reuben  M.  Whitney  has 
been  stimulated  to  treat  me  with  rudeness  and  with  per- 
sonal violence.  Hence  his  course  in  the  committee, 
where  he  cast,  as  it  were,  his  oflTensive  card  in  my  face, 
coupled  with  the  most  insulting  frowns  on  account  of 
what  I  had  stated  in  relation  to  Mr.  Taney's  refusing  to 
countenance  him.  Out  of  that  transaction  statements 
have  gone  forth  and  been  scattered  far  and  wide,  com- 
ments have  been  made,  facts  have  been  sworn  to,  which, 
Mr.  Chairman,  never  had  an  existence.  I  am  as  charita- 
ble, I  hope,  as  any  one  to  my  fellow-men,  but  gentle- 
men have  stated  what  I  know  ,to  be  incorrect. 

Sir,  that  my  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wiss]  on  that 
occasion  left  his  chair,  and  walked  with  me  when  I  went 
to  Whitney,  and  rebuked  him  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  treated  me,  is  not  only  unlikely,  but  iooipossible. 
Sir,  before  God,  such  a  thing  never  happened!  The 
gentlemen  gave  their  statements  upon  oath.     Well,  sirj 


that  only  shows,  perhaps,  that  they  might  have  been  at 
the  time  in  a  condition  not  to  recollect  any  thing.  I 
was  astonished  at  the  gentleman  from  M«ine  [Mr.  Fair- 
field]  stringing  together  such  a  set  of  oaths  ss  he  did, 
and  that  other  gentlenuin  should  take  a  copy  of  them  to 
swear  tO{  nay,  more,  that  there  should  be  a  concerted 
movement  upon  the  subject  of  getting  those  oaths  upon 
the  journal  of  this  House.  Now,  that  I  made  use  of  un- 
becoming language,  I  will  not  deny,  because  I  was  high- 
ly  excited  at  the  time;  but  I  instantly  apologized  to  the 
committee.  I  would  not  have  used  such  language,  cer- 
tainly, under  ordinary  circumstances  of  excitement.  But, 
sir,  that  gentlemen  should  calmly  and  deliberately  un- 
dertake to  make  it  a  matter  of  record  in  this  House,  is 
unaccountable,  and  wholly  unprecedented.  Why,  sir, 
the  gentleman  from  .Maine  [Mr.  Faihpikld]  strung  to- 
gether a  set  of  oaths  that  would  prove  to  every  body  m 
America  that  I  was  no  swearer.  He  has  strung  them 
like  a  silly  country  girl  s* ringing  birds'  e%f^  hen  eggs, 
duck  eggs,  goose  eggs,  and  turkey  eggs — mixed  with  a 
little  Yankee  pumpkin — out  of  time,  and  out  of  placr, 
without  sense  or  meaning  in  them.  Sir,  i  can  account 
for  this  but  in  one  way,  as  I  am  unwilling  to  attribute 
improper  motives  to  that  gentleman,  who  is  one  of  that 
class  of  Christians  who  consider  swearing  an  unpardon- 
able sin,  but  can  look  with  perfect  complacency  upon 
the  robberies  perpetrated  upon  the  Treasury  by  Reuben 
M.  Whitney. 

I  say,  sir,  I  cannot  charitably  account  for  that  gentle- 
man's want  of  memory  but  in  one  way;  and  that  was  the 
manner  in  which  Ur.  Glo»ter's  frietids  accounted  for  his 
mistake  on  a  certain  occasion,  ft  was  during  the  late 
war,  on  the  Northwestern  frontter,  when  the  Doctor, 
with  a  small  detachment,  ventured  out  from  the  main 
army,  and  remained  all  night.  About  daylight  next 
morning  he  was  seen  coming,  panting  and  blowing. 
••  Whm's  the  matter.  Doctor?"  «•  Matter  enough,  (cried 
he;)  a  thousand  Indians  out  yonder,  firing  all  around  the 
camp,  and  have  killed  every  one  of  the  boys."  ■'^Is  it 
possible?  What  party  can  it  be?"  <<  TecumsehlB  party, 
for  I  heard  General  Tecumseh  say,  as  plain  as  any  thing, 
*  rU  have  Doctor  Gloster's  scalp  before  day,  by  G— .'  " 
Well,  sir,  all  the  boys  soon  came  in,  one  at  a  time,  and 
it  turned  out  to  be  nothing  but  the  howl  of  a  wolf  which 
had  alarmed  the  excellent  Doctor's  fears  so  much. 

And,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Gil- 
!lkt,]  what  was  his  condition,  that  he  is  able  to  swear 
with  such  particularity  on  every  word  which  passed  on 
the  occasion?  He  was  between  a  wild  and  a  shy,  peep- 
ing for  a  place  to  get  out,  like  a  wild  turkey  out  of  a 
pen,  alarmed,  no  doubt,  at  the  giant  frame  of  Reuben. 
lie  knew  about  as  much  of  what  passed  as  the  lame 
captain  did  of  the  battle  which  he  did  not  wait  to  sec. 
You  recollect  the  case  of  the  lame  captain,  sir:  he  was 
in  the  woods  with  bis  men,  and  suddenly  coming  upon 
the  Indians,  cried  out,  <*Boy8,  here  they  are!"  peeping 
under  the  bushes,  said  he,  <*  they  are  very  numerous, 
and  my  opinion  is  they'll  whip  us;  buffight  hard,  retreat 
in  good  order;  as  I'm  a  little  lame,  I'll  go  now." 

But,  sir,  1  forgive  these  gentlemen  for  all  they  have 
said,  or  thought,  or  have  sworn  against  me,  because  I 
hope  they  believed  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  1  have  but  one  other  question  to  ask, 
and  then  I  take  leave  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney  forever — 
and  that  is,  who  is  he?  How  came  he  in  the  Treasury? 
Why  is  he  possessed  of  so  much  power'  Why,  sir, 
gentlemen,  under  the  29th  interrogatory,  have  gotten  a 
few  favorable  responses,  «  so  far  as  the  witness  knew, 
individually,  as  to  his  character  for  integrity  and  Cipaci- 
ty.'*  I'hey  got  hold  of  one  man,  a  director  in  the  Moy- 
amensing  Bank,  who  would  not  trust  ,him  with  his  pri- 
vate affairs,  from  his  general  character.  When  we  ask- 
ed Levi  Woodbury  whether,  from  bis  general  character. 
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he  would  bel'teve  Reuben  M.  Whitney  on  hta  oAth,  the 
iDBJority  of  the  commiltee  would  not  let  the  question  be 
put,  even  to  him.  Why,  sir,  Whitney  invited  an  inves- 
tigation into  his  character:  he  went  to  Canada,  and  Phil- 
adelphia, and  Washington,  and  challenged  the  world  to 
inquire  into  his  conduct  and  standing.  Yet,  sir,  when- 
ever, in  the  conniiiitter;  we  approached  his  character, 
gentlemen  shrunk  back,  and  proclaimed  that  we  bad  no 
power  to  ascertain  whether  this  secret  Treasury  agent 
was  an  honest  man  and  a  patriot,  or  a  rogue,  bankrupt, 
and  trsitor. 

I,  sir,  propounded  the  following  interrogatories,  which 
were' rejected: 

•*S2.  Do  you  km)w  R.  M.  Whitney's  general  charac- 
ter^ If  yea,  what  is  his  character  as  an  honest,  trust- 
worthy roan?  Would  yon,  from  bis  general  character, 
believe  him  on  his  oath,  or  trust  him  when  he  was  sub- 
ject, by  great  pecuniary  temptation,  to  err? 

*•  Mr.  Gillct  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 

"Ay— Mr.  Peyton. 

'•  Noes— Messrs.  Martin,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet, 
Garland. 

**  33.  Has  he  or  has  he  not  borne  )he  general  char- 
acter,  at  and  about  Philadelphia,  of  having  been  a  trai- 
tor, and  one  of  the  British  emissaries  who  were  engaged 
in  smuggling  gold  from  the  United  States  of  America, 
to  pay  the  Briiiah  troops  in  Canada,  during  the  late  war, 
and  of  having  acknowledged  and  made  a  boast  of  the 
same  to  gentlemen  in  Philadelphia?  Did  he  not  sustain 
the  general  character  in  Philadelphia,  after  the  war, 
of  being  the  keeper  of  a  gambling-house,  or  faro  bank, 
in  that  city  ?  Does  he  not  now  sustain  the  character  of  a 
bankrupt,  who  is  defrauding  his  just  creditors,  while  he 
is  living  in  the  prison-bounds  of  this  city  in  a  style  of 
princely  extravagance.' 

••  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 

•«  Ay— Mr.  Peyton. 

«« Noes— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Martin, 
Gillet." 

Now,  sir,  is  Reuben  M.  Whitney  fit  to  be  trusted  with 
the  n^anagement  of  your  treasure?  Is  he  not  a  notorious 
bankrupt,  now  living  within  the  prison  bounds  of  ih  s 
city?  I  have  filed  with  the  minority  report  a  transcript, 
which  the  commiltee  rejected,  but  which  1  obtained  my- 
self from  the  records,  showing  the  amount  of  judgments 
now  in  damages  against  him  in  the  court  of  this  District 
to  be  upwards  of  $$5,000.  Sir,  we  offered  to  prove, 
not  only  that  Whitney  was  a  bankrupt,  but  that  he  was 
guiliy  of  the  most  dishonest  practices  to  defraud  his  just 
creditors.  We  also  oflTered  to  prove  a  declaration  of 
Whitney  himself,  that,  if  his  creditors  would  not  com- 
promise with  him  upon  his  own  terms,  he  would  take 
the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  act.  We  could  have  proved 
that  all  that  splendid  and  princely  establishment  of  his 
belonged,  or  had  been  made  over,  to  others,  and  that  he 
did  not  own  a  dollar  in  his  own  name.  And  yet,  sir,  he 
giies  diplomatic  dinners.  His  Britannic  Majesty's  min- 
ister lives  not  in  a  more  costly  and  magnificent  style  than 
does  Reuben  M .  Whitney.  Yes?  you  who  have  sat  at  his 
board,  and  feasted  at  his  table,  ate  the  meat  and  drank 
the  wine  of  his  honest  creditors.  Yes,  sir,  on  the  very 
night  of  that  day  when  Whitney  took  his  stand  in  contempt 
of  the  auihority  of  this  House,  in  defiance  of  its  pow- 
er, be  gave  a  splendid  dinner,  and  many,  I  know,  of  Jibe 
members  of  this  House  attended.  The  President  elect, 
the  Vice  President  elect,  and  all  the  heads  of  the  de- 
partments,  went  up  to  do  him  reverence.  Why,  sir,  he 
greatly  surpassed  your  ten-dollar  Secretary.  Nine  hun- 
dred invited  guests;  500  dollars  in  champagne:  not 
Woodbury's  sort,  but  the  best  which  the  public  money 
pould  command.    Sir,  let  me  ask  you^  if  the  committee 


had  then  reported  him  for  a  contempt,  what  condition 
would  this  House  have  been  in  the  next  morning  to  pass 
on  his  case?  Would  gentlemen  here,  with  Whitney's 
wine  thumping  in  their  heade,  with  his  beef  eaten  the 
night  before  still  undigested,  have  been  prepared  to 
send  him  to  prison,  as  a  court  of  justice  would  have 
done,  there  to  remain  until  he  was  willing  to  answer  in« 
terrogatories?  Reuben,  perhaps,  thinks,  as  many  oth- 
ers do,  that  the  shortest  way  to  men's  affections  is  down 
their  throats! 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  a  little  remarkable  that  even 
gentlemen  who  were  on  the  bank  committee  of  1832, 
where  his  perjuries  and  his  treason  were  proven,  and  wha 
could  not,  consequently,  have  been  ignorant  of  his 
character,  were  of  that  party.  Many  gentlemen,  doubt- 
less, went  without  knowing  his  character;  some  went  by 
the  force  of  example;  others  because,  perhaps  they 
liked  a  good  dinner  more  than  they  hated  Reuben  M. 
Whitney,  though  they  knew  his  character. 

Mr.  PxTTON  here  read  from  the  minority  report  of  the 
bank  committee  of  18S2: 

<*  There  was  one  occurrence,  during  the  transactions 
of  Thomas  Biddle  &  Go.  with  the  bank,  \kbich  merits 
particular  notice. 

«  An  informer  and  witness,  by  the  name  of  Whitney, 
who  had  formerly  been  a  director  of  the  bank,  was  pro- 
duced, who  declared,  upon  oath,  that,  in  May,  1834, 
two  of  the  cashiers  of  the  bank  had  informed  him  tiiat 
Thomas  Biddle  b.  Co.  had  been  in  the  habit  of  drawing 
money  out  of  the  bank  on  a  deposite  of  stock  in  the  tel- 
ler's drawer,  without  paying  interest;  and  that  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank  bad  discounted  two  notes,  one  for 
Thomas  Biddle  &  Co.  and  one  for  Charles  Biddle,  with- 
out the  authority  of  the  directors.  This  witness  sta'.cd 
that  he  went  with  these  officers  of  the  bank  and  examin- 
ed the  teller's  drawer  and  the  discount  book,  and  found 
the  facts  which  bad  been  stated  to  him  verified  by  the 
examination.  He  also  stated,  to  give  additional  certain- 
ty to  his  averments,  that  he  made  a  memorandum  at  the 
time,  with  the  dates  of  the  transactions;  which  memo- 
randum he  produced  to  the  committee.  Having  thus 
unalterably  fixed  the  date  of  the  transaction,  ss  if  by 
some  fatality,  he  went  on  to  say  that  be  immediately  pro- 
ceeded into  the  room  of  Mr.  Biddle,  the  president,  and 
remonstrated  with  him  against  the  irregular  proceedings, 
and  that  Mr.  Biddle  promised  him  that  they  should  not 
occur  again. 

■*!n  the  interval  between  the  adjournment  of  the 
committee  that  day  and  its  meeting  the  next,  a  member 
of  the  board  of  directors  suggested  to  Mr.  I^ddle  that 
be  was,  about  the  time  of  this  alleged  transaction,  in  the 
city  of  Washington.  On  examining  the  journal  of  the 
board,  and  the  letter  book,  it  was  found,  by  entries  and 
letten>,  that,  for  several  days  previous  to  the  alleged  in* 
terview  between  the  president  and  Whitney,  and  for 
several  days  afterwards,  the  president  was  absent  on  a 
vi&it  to  thia  city,  on  the  business  of  the  bank,  and  Gen- 
eral Cadwalader  was  acting  as  president  in  his  place. 
Thus  was  this  artfully  devised  story,  which  was  intended 
to  blast  the  reputation  of  a  high-minded  and  honorable 
man,  through  one  of  those  extraordinary  interpositions 
by  which  Providence  sometimes  confounds  the  contri- 
vances of  the  wicked,  made  to  recoil  upon  the  bead  of 
its  inventor,  who  must  forever  stand  forth  as  a  blasted 
monument  of  the  speedy  and  retributive  justice  of 
Heaven. 

'*  The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted 
by  the  committee,  a  majority  of  whom  were  the  political 
friends  of  said  Whitney,  and  three  of  that  majority,  to 
wit,  Messrs.  F.  Thomas  of  Maryland,  C.  C.  Cambrel- 
eng  of  New  York,  and  Colonel  R.  M.  Johnson  cf  Ken- 
tucky, are  now  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives: 
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**  Retohed,  Th«t  thechtrgfes  broaght  a^inst  the  pres* 
ident,  of  lending  money  to  Messrs.  Tbomts  Biddle  & 
Co.  without  interest,  and  of  discounting:  notes  for  that 
boose,  and  for  Charles  Biddk',  without  the  sanction  of 
the  directors,  are  without  foundation;  and  that  there 
does  not  exist  any  ground  for  charging  the  president 
with  having  shown,  or  manifested  any  disposition  to 
show,  any  partiality  to  those  individuals  in  their  transact 
tions  with  the  bank. 

**  The  following  questions  were  propounded  to  said 
Whitney,  when  examined  before  that  committee  in  1832: 
**  Question  by  Mr.  Watmough.  How  long  have  yoa 
been  a  resident  of  this  country  ^ 

«•  Answer.  I  was  born  in  this  country. 
«*  Question  by  the  same.  Were  you  not  t  resident  of 
Canada  during  the  late  war? 

*'  Answer.  I  resided  there  from  1808  to  the  spring  of 
1816,  when  I  removed  to  this  city. 

«  Question  by  Mr.  Adams. .  I^^  what  place  in  Canada 
did  you  reside  during  the  fate  war? 

'*  Answer.  In  Montreal.  I  went  to  Canada  as  a  clerk. 
I  afterwards  became  engaged  in  business  on  my  own  ac- 
count. When  the  war  broke  out,  I  had  a  great  deal  of 
money  scattered  about  in  that  country,  having  sold  much 
on  credit;  all  of  which  I  should  have  sacrificed  by  leaving 
k  when  war  was  declared.  I  remained,  therefore,  hav- 
ing the  permission  of  the  British  Government  to  do  so. 

'*  Question  by  Mr.  Adams.  Did  you  ever  ask  permis- 
sion of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  remain 
there? 

«•  Answer.  I  never  did. 

*'  Question  by  Mr.  Adams.  On  what  conditions  did 
the  British  Government  permit  you  to  remain  in  Canada 
during  the  war? 

•«  Answer.  I  took  an  oath  to  observe  the  laws  of  the 
country  while  I  remained  there. 

"  Question.  Did  you  understand  that  to  be  an  oath  of 
allegiance? 

••  Answer.  No;  I  did  not,  permanently." 
Not  «•  permanently."    No,  sir,  he  only  took  an  oath 
of  allegiance  during  the  war,  from  1813  to  1816. 

Sir,  this  lame  apology,  which  places  Whitney's  avarice 
in  bold  relief  with  his  patriotism,  is  wholly  untrue.  He 
was  a  traitor,  who  obtained  the  favor  of  th'b  King^of  Eng- 
land by  perpetrating  treason  against  his  own  country,  as 
be  did  the  favor  of  General  Jackson,  by  perjury  against 
tlie  bank,  of  which  he  had  been  a  director. 

How  could  these  gentlemen,  who  were  on  the  bank 
committee,  [Messrs.  Fbavcis  Thomas  of  Maryland, 
Richaud  M.  Johvson  of  Kentucky,  and  Churchill  C. 
CAXBREi.Bire  of  New  York,]  and  who  voted  for  that  res- 
olution which  affixed  to  his  name  eternal  infamy — ^how 
eould  they  honor  him  with  their  presence  at  that  dinner' 
Mr.  THOMAS  explained,  and,  as  a  member  of  that 
committee,  stated  several  circumstances  which  induced 
him  to  believe  that  Mr.  Whitney  was  not  perjured,  but 
bad  honestly  stated  what  he  appeared  to  have  sufficient 
grounds  for  believing. 

Mr.  PETTON.then  called  on  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams,  to  know 
if  what  he  had  read  from  the  report  of  the  minority  of 
the  bank  committee  was  not  correct. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that,  after  the  course  which  he  had 
deemed  it  his  duty  to  take  thro.ughout  the  whole  of  this 
investigation,  that  is,  of  taking  no  part  in  it  whatever, 
he  had  hoped  to  be  spared  the  necessity  of  saying  one 
word  to  the  ilouse  in  relation  to  it,  or  having  any  con- 
nexion with  it,  or  with  the  individual  whose  very  name 
he  had  no  disposition  to  pronounce.  But  as  the  gentle- 
nan  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pbttow,]  after  reading  a 
passage  from  the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  investigate  the  condition  of  the  Bank- of  the 
United  States  in  April,  1832,  to  which  report  his  (Mr. 
A's)  name  was  mbscribedi  had  thought  proper  sper 


cially  to  call  upon  him  to  confirm  the  statement  which 
he  had  read,  he  felt  it  was  no  longer  proper  for  him  to 
remain  silent;  but,  in  what  he  was  about  to  say  to  the 
committee,  he  should  confine  himself  strictly  within  the 
call  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  with  the  excep* 
tion  of  a  very  few  remarks  upon  what  had  fallen  from 
the  member  from  Maryland,  who  had  also  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  bank  investigating  committee  of  1832,  [Mr« 
Thomas.] 

There  were  three  reports  made  from  that  committee 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  a  considerable 
mass  of  documents  appended  to  each:  the  report  of  a 
bare  majority,  which  had  the  assent  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland;  a  report  written  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee^  (Judge  Clayton,  of  Georgia,^  who  afterwards, 
in  a  manner  hrgMy  honorable  to  himself;  and  with  a  mag- 
nanimity as  generous  as  it  was  rare,  publicly-retracted,  in 
this  hall,  every  word  of  it  that  was  disparaging  to  the 
character  of  the  president  of  the  bank;  the  report  of  the 
minority,  from  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has 
read  the  extract  which  he  now  called  on  Mr.  Adams  to 
avouch;  and  a  separate  report  made  by  Mr.  Adams  him- 
self, and  signed  by  one  other  member  of  the  committee. 
The  report  from  which  the  extract  had  been  read  was 
written,  not  by  Mr.  Adams,  but  by  a  member  then 
among  the  most  eminent  men  in  the  House,  and  since 
that  time  Governor  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Mc Duffle.)  It  had  also  been  subscribed  by  Mr.  Adams, 
who,  in  his  own  report,  had  given  his  own  views  in  re- 
lation to  the  transactions  referred  to  in  the  extract  just 
read.  That  extract,  he  repeated,  was  not  written  by 
him,  but  he  had  subscribed  his  name  to  the  report  in 
which  it  was  contained;  and,  as  he  stood  in  presence 
of  God  and  of  the  House,  he  now  believed  every  word 
of  the  extract  to  be  true,  as  he  did  believe  when  he  sign- 
ed the  report. 

With  regard  to  the  explanations  and  revisions  of  opin- 
ions of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  with  which  be  had 
favored  the  committee,  Mr.  Adams  would  not  have 
thought  himself  called  upon  to  notice  them,  but  that 
they  had  an  appearance,  he  could  not  believe  intentional, 
of  reviving  and  countenancing  dark  suspicions  of  dishon- 
or against  a  man  as  honorable  as  any  one  that  breathed 
upon  earth;  a  man  basely  slandered  and  persecuted, 
and  whom  be  numbered  among  the  dearest  of  his 
friends:  he  meant  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  resolution  read  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, **  that  the  charges  brought  against  the  president  of 
the  bank,  of  lending  money  to  Thomas  Bidflle  and  Co. 
without  interest,  and  of  discounting  notes  for  that  house, 
and  for  Charles  Biddlr,  without  the  sanction  of  the 
directors,  are  without  foundation;  and  that  there  does 
not  exist  any  grounds  for  charging  the  president  with 
having  shown,  or  manifested  any  disposition  to  show, 
any  partiality  to  those  individuals,  in  their  transactions 
with  the  bank,"  is  stated  in  the  report  to  have  been 
unanimoualy  adopted  by  the  committee.  It  was  so  un- 
derstood at  the  time.  But  now,  the  gentleman  seems 
not  to  know  whether  he  voted  for  it  or  not.  He  says 
that  if  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  taken,  he  should 
probably  have  voted  for  it  then;  but,  after  time  for  re- 
consideration and  re-examination  of  the  evidence,  he 
.has  had  occasion  to  alter  his  opinion.  He  withdraws 
now,  at  the  end  of  five  years,  whatever  credit  his  assent 
to  that  resolution  may  have  given  to  the  unanimous  ac- 
quittal by  the  committee  of  the  president  of  the  bank 
from  a  charge  maliciously  and  infamously  false.  He 
is  not  yet  quite  willing  to  assume  the  burden  of  defend- 
ing the  general  characier  of  the  delator.  He  knows 
very  little  about  him,  and  has  been  but  once  in  his 
house;  but  he  thinks  his  charges  against  the  president 
of  the  bank  were  true,  or,  at  least,  not  wilfully  false; 


2123 


6ALE8  Sc  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


2124 


H.  OF  R.] 


Civii  and  Diplomatic  Jlppropriaticn  Bill. 


[Mabch  3,  1837. 


because,  notwitbBtanding  they  were  flatly  contradicted 
and  denied  by  every  individgal  witness  to  whom  be  ap- 
pealed for  confirmation  of  bis  statements,  they  were  yet 
confirmed  by  the  entries  on  the  books  of  the  bank;  and 
because  Mr.  Philander  Stevens,  then  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, did,  even  while  the  committee  were  at  Philadel- 
phia, obtain  a  loan  by  order  of  the  president,  and  with- 
out a  vote  of  the  directors.  The  transaction  with  Mr. 
Stevens  was  not  within  the  commission  of  the  investiga- 
ting committee,  and  was  satisfactorily  explained  and  ac- 
counted for  at  the 'time.  But  the  charge  affecting  the 
integrity  of  the  president  of  the  bank  was,  that,  by  bis 
direction,  Thomas  Biddle  &  Co.,  brokers,  and  his  re- 
lations, were  habitually  allowed  to  take  large  sums  of 
money  out  of  the  bank,  giving  merely  their  nQ,tes  for 
the  amount,  or  depositing  mere  slips  of  paper,  or 
pledges  of  stock,  in  the  teller's  drawer,  all  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  directors,  and  without  payment  of  in- 
terest, while  they  had  the  use  of  the  moneys.  This  was 
no  occasional  irregularity,  or  incidental  and  inadver- 
tent looseness  of  practice  in  the  hurry  and  multiplicity 
of  business^  it  was  a  direct  charge  of  gross  malversation 
in  office  against  the  president  of  the  bank,  and  as  such 
it  was  first  brought  forward  in  the  committee.  To  sub- 
stantiate this,  a  dirty  old  paper,  containing  a  minute  of 
two  sums  of  money,  thus  alleged  to  have  been  taken 
from  the  teller's  drawer,  on  the  25th  of  May,  forty-five 
thousand,  and  on  the  26th  of  May,  twenty-four  thoussnd 
dollars,  was  produced,  and  sworn  to  be  minutes  taken 
at  the  time;  and  it  was  sworn  that,  when  thir  practice 
was  thus  detected,  Mr.  Whitney  ordered  these  sums 
should  be  entered  upon  the  books,  which  was  accord- 
ingly done;  that  he  immediately  went  into  the  presi- 
dent's room;  there  expostulated  with  him  against  this 
practice;  that  the  president  colored  up  very  much,  and 
promised  that  it  should  not  happen  again.  The  crimi- 
nality of  this  charge,  had  it  been  true,  consisted  in  the 
allowance  to  the  brokers  to  take  out  money  and  use  it 
without  payment  of  interest;  and  the  pretended  inter- 
view and  expostulation  with  the  president,  and  bis 
blushes  upon  detection,  were  to  prove  a  consciousness 
in  him  of  dishonesty  and  breach  of  trust.  Now,  all  this 
was  not  only  positively  and  most  solemnly  denied  by  the 
president  of  the  bank  himself,  but  every  individual  to 
whom  Whitney  appealed  to  sustain  bis  allegation  of 
facts,  as  flatly  denied  them — the  teller,  the  discount 
clerk,  the  cashier  then  of  the  bank,  every  one  of  them, 
denied  every  part  of  such  a  transaction  as  having  oc- 
curred within  their  knowledge.  When  every  individual 
named  as  having  acted  in  the  transaction  bad  thus  ex- 
plicitly denied  his  statements,  he  resorted  for  confirms- 
tion  of  his  narrative  to  his  own  testimony,  as  he  had  told 
the  story  to  others  shortly  after  the  dates  of  his  minutes. 
He  had  told  it  to  a  Mr.  Wilson  Hunt;  and  Mr.  Hunt  was 
examined  by  the  committee.  Mr.  Hunt  ststed  that 
Whitney  had  spoken  of  certain  loans  which  he  said  had 
been  made  to  Thomas  Biddle  &  Co.  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  directors,  and  had  shown  him  a  memoran- 
dum which  be  had  taken  of  such  loans;  but  he  denied 
unhesitatingly,  and  with  a  strong  expression  of  surprise, 
that  he  had  ever  told  him  they  were  without  interest, 
and  said  he  was  very  sure,  if  he  had  told  him  so,  it  was 
impossible  he  should  have  forgotten  it. 

[Mr.  AVTHONY  interrupted  Mr.  Adaks  by  raising  a 
question  of  order,  and  objecting  that  these  statements 
were  not  relevant  to  the.  subject  uiider  consideration. 
The  chairman  (Mr.  Pisbgr,  of  New  Hampshire)  said 
the  debate  had  taken  so  wide  a  range  already,  that  he 
not  feel  himself  authorized  to  call  Mr.  Adams  to  order, 
but  thought  he  might  proceed,  unless  the  committee 
should  direct  otherwise.  Mr.  Adams  said  he  had  very 
reluctantly  risen  at  the  sudden  and  unexpected  call  of 
the   gentleman  from   Tennessee,  [Mr.   Pettost],  He  I 


bad  added  a  few  remarks,  which  be  thought  called  for 
by  those  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Thomas,] 
but  nothing  could  be  further  from  bis  intention  than  to 
proceed  a  hair's  breadth  beyond  the  rules  of  order;  nor 
would  be  now  proceed  without  express  authority  so  to 
do  from  the  chairman  or  from  the  committee.  Some 
debate  then  arose;  the  chairman  referred  the  question 
to  the  committee,  and  two  successive  divisions,  by  tel- 
lers, took  place;  on  both  of  which  a  majority  of  the 
voters  were  for  authorizing  Mr.  Adams  to  proceed,  Che 
want  of  a  quorum  on  the  first  division  having  rendered 
the  second  necessary.  The  chairman  then  directed 
Mr.  Adams  to  proceed.  He  was  twice  or  three  times 
interrupted  or  replied  to  by  Mr.  Thomas.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  substance  of  what  he  said,  though  possibly 
some  of  the  preceding  and  some  of  the  following  ob- 
servations may  be  transferred  from  the  order  in  which 
they  were  spoken.] 

Upon  Mr.  Thomas's  l|st  replication  Mr.  ADAMS  said; 

Mr.  Chairman:  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  anx- 
ious to  have  the  last  word,  and  he  shall  have  it.  He  bore 
an  honorable  testimony  to  the  unsullied  integrity  of  the 
president  of  the  bank,  by  assenting  to  the  resolution 
read  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee;  and  now  be 
dues  not  know  whether  he  voted  for  it  or  not.  He  has 
bad  new  lights,  by  a  re-examination  of  the  evidence; 
and,  above  all,  be  believes  Whitney's  story,  because  bis 
minute  of  the  two  sums  taken  from  the  teller's  drawer 
on  the  25th  and  26tb  May,  1824,  is  confirmed  by  the 
entries  on  the  books  of  the  bank.  Now,  sir,  there  are 
two  ways  of  accounting  for  the  conformity  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney's minutes  and  the  books  of  the  bank:  one,  that  the 
entries  and  the  books  were  conformed  to  the  minutes; 
and  the  other,  that  the  minutes  were  made  conformable 
to  the  entries  on  the  books.  The  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land chooses  to  believe  the  first  of  these  alternatives, 
and  thence  derives  all  his  confidence  in  Whitney's  testi- 
mony. I  believe  (said  Mr.  A.)  that  the  minutes  were 
made  from  the  entries  on  the  books,  to  which  Whitney, 
as  a  director,  always  had  access.  Whitney  swore  at  first 
that  the  entries  on  the  books  of  those  sums  taken  out  of 
the  teller's  drawer  on  the  25th  and  26th  "of  May  were 
made  by  his  order.  The  clerk  who  made  the  entries 
swore,  not  only  that  they  were  made  without  his  order, 
but  that,  if  he  had  assumed  to  give  such  an  order,  it 
would  not  have  been  obeyed;  no  single  director  having 
any  right  to  give  such  an  order.  Whitney  then,  witti 
the  permission  of  the  committee,  revised  his  testimony, 
to  correct  what  he  called  jliscrepancies,  and  said  his  im- 
pression was  that  he  directed  the  two  loans  to  be  put 
upon  the  books,  or  that  he  was  informed  that  they  had 
been  placed  there,  and  that  he  confirmed  their  having 
done  »o*  Confirmed  their  having  done  so!  What  was 
there  to  confirm?  His  charge  was,  that  there  had  been 
no  entries  on  the  books  till  he  had  ordered  they  should 
be  made.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  relies  upon 
the  confirmation  of  the  entries  on  the  books.  There  is 
not  one  tittle  of  evidence  on  the  books  to  show  that 
there  ever  was  such  a  transaction  as  Whitney's  going 
with  Andrews  and  Wilson  to  the  teller's  drawer,  and  to 
the  discount  clerk's  desk,  nor  that  Whitney's  memoran- 
dum was  made  at  that  time.  Andrews,  Wilson,  Patter- 
son, (the  first  teller,)  and  Burtes,  (the  discount  clerk,) 
denied  positively  all  recollection  of  any  such  transaction 
having  occurred;  and  these  are  the  four  persons  with 
whom,  and  in  whose  presence,  he  had  sworn  that  it  took 
place.  With  regard  to  the  non-payment  of  interest  upon 
the  loans  to  Thomas  Biddle  &  Co.,  of  which  Whitney 
swore  Wilson  had  told  him,  Wilson  denied  with  indig- 
nation that  he  had  ever  told  him  of  or  known  any  such 
thin^.  Was  there  any  confirmation  of  this  charge  on 
the  face  of  the  books?  Not  a  particle.  The  face  of  the 
bocks,  and  all  the  witnesses,  proved  directly  the  re- 
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verse )  and  in  this  consisted  the  gravamen  of  the  charge. 
It  was  not  the  mere  hasty,  incautious  practice  of  loaning 
money,  upon  deposites  of  stocks,  for  three  or  four,  ten 
or  fifteen  days,  charg^ed  as  cash,  and  repaid,  with  in- 
terest, to  a  day  and  hour;  it  was  the  embezzlement  of 
the  funds  of  the  bank  by  unlicensed  loans,  to  favorites 
and  kinsmen,  witiiout  interest.  Thtft  was  the  charge  to 
which  Whitney  swore  against  the  president  of  the  bank, 
and  which  the  books  of  the  bank,  and  every  witness  to 
whom  he  appealed  for  confirmation  of  his  testimony, 
contpadicted  and  disproved. 

There  was  not  a  shadow  of  evidence  that  any  such  a 
transaction  as  his  going  to  the  teller's  drawer,  or  the  dis- 
count clerk's  desk,  with-  the  cashiers,  ever  occurred. 
They  all  denied  any  recollection  of  such  an  incident; 
but  the  remainder  of  his  story,  of  an  immediate  private 
interview  with  the  president,  his  remonstrance  against 
the  continuance  of  the  practice,  and  the  president's 
blushing  promise  that  it  should  cease— ^f  the  falsehood 
of  all  this  there  was  other  conclusive  proof  besides  the 
positive  denial,  upon  oath,  of  the  president  himself  The 
dates  upon  the  memorandum,  corresponding  with  the  en- 
tries on  the  books  of  the  bank,  fix  this  transaction, 'if  it 
happened  at  all,  upon  the  27th  of  May,  1824.  Now,  it 
turned  out  that  the  president  of  the  bank,  on  that'day, 
and  for  a  week  before,  and  several  days  after,  was  not 
at  Philsdelphis,  but  at  Washington;  so  that  the  loans  and 
the  deposite  of  stocks  were  made  in  his  absence,  and  al- 
together without  his  knowledge — General  Cadwalader 
then  acting  as  president  of  the  bank.  The  dates  of  the 
memorandum  had  fixed  the  time  of  the  discovery  and 
expostulation  so  unalterably,  that  if  it  did  not  happen 
then,  there  was  no  pretence  that  it  could  have  happened 
at  all.  The  whole  foundation  of  fact  upon  which  this 
fabulous  fabrication  was  erected  appears  to  be,  that  on 
the  35th  and  26th  of  May,  1824,  Thomas  BiddFe  &  Go. 
received,  upon  interest,  from  the  bank,  considerable 
sums  of  money,  on  the  security  of  deposited  stock,  and 
perhaps  at  other  times  upon  their  notes.  That  these 
loana  were  not  for  definite  terms  of  thirty,  sixty,  or 
ninety  days,  but  for  an  indefinite  and  small  number  of 
days,  after  which  the  cash  was  replaced,  and  the  interest 
paid  for  all  the  time  they  had  had  the  use  of  the  money. 
One  of  the  occasions  of  this  practice  was,  that  Thomas 
Biddle  &  Co.,  as  brokers,  were  agents  of  the  bank  it- 
self for  the  purchase  of  bills  of  exchange,  sometimes 
to  the  amount  of  millionji  in  a  few  days.  As  they  pur- 
chased the  bills  in  the  market,  they  needed  the  money 
to  pay  for  them;  and  in  the  process  of  such  negotiations 
the  money  for  payment  may  be  wanted  before  the  equiv- 
alent can  be  delivered.  In  such  cases,  moneys  to  a 
very  large  amount  might  appear  to  be  borrowed  by  the 
brokers,  when  their  real  debt  to  the  bank  would  be 
little  o|  nothing;  and  such  was  the  amount  of  all  the 
charges  against  the  bank  which  formed  the  subject  of 
inquiry  to  the  investigating  committee  of  1832. 

Bspecially  was  every  charge  against  the  integrity  of 
the  president  of  the  bank,  at  that  time,  signally  defeated 
and  confounded,  notwithstanding  the  candor  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland;  that  candor  of  which  he  now  makes 
sucU  liberal  profession,  and  of  which  that  committee  had 
abundant  demonstration  throughout  the  whole  course  of 
their  labors.  Even  a  majority  of  that  committee,  hostile 
as  they  were  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  did,  in 
the  resolution  read  now  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, bear  their  unequivocal  testimony  to  the  integrity  of 
the  president  of  the  bank,  upon  the  very  point  with  re* 
gard  to  which  it  has  been  impeached.  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland  accepted  that  resolution  as  a  substitute 
for  one  of  non-committal,  which  he  himself  had  offered; 
and  now  he  withdraws  that  acceptance,  and  does  not 
know  whether  he  voted  for  the  resolution  or  not. 

It  i«  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  the  purpose  of  interpo- 


sing  in  the  good  offices  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
in  behalf  of  the  individual  whose  character  and  conduct 
have  recently  occupied. so  much  of  the  time  of  this  House, 
that  I  have  said  thus  much.  Of  them  T  have  no  disposition 
to  discourse,  or  to  open  my  lips.  I  rose  merely  to  an- 
swer to  the  call  of  the  gr^ntleman  from  Tennessee,  and 
to' vindicate  the  untainted  honor  of  my  friend,  which  I 
am  not  disposed  in  silence  to  hear  assailed  in  this  place, 
either  by  open  assault  or  by  insidious  insinuation. 

Mr.  THOMAS  reaffirmed  his  statement,  to  the  effect 
that  the  testimony  of  R.  M.  Whitney  on  the  occasion  re- 
ferred to  was  apparently  ^corroborated  by  the  documents 
and  the  books  of  the  United  States  Bank,  and  that  the 
charge  of  perjury  was  not  made  out  against  him. 

Mr.  PEYTON  resumed.  I  will  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  re- 
peat what  is  better  understood,  and  much  more  ably  ex- 
pressed, by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Ad- 
ams.] I  will  take  one  admission  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Thoxas,]  which  will  seal  the  fate  and 
stamp  the  character  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney  beyond  re- 
demption. He  bears  witness  to  the  honorable  bearing 
and  unimpeachable  character  of  the  officers  of  the  bank, 
and  says  they  are  incapable  of  falsehood,  but  attempts 
ari  escape  for  Whitney  on  the  ground  of  mistake.  That 
is  impossible.  Whitney  swears  that  Thomas  Biddle  & 
Co.  "had  been  in  the  habit  of  drawing  money  out  of  the 
bank  without  paying  interest;  that  the  president  of  the 
bank  had  discounted  notes  for  Thomas  Biddle  8c  Co.  and 
Charles  Biddle,  without  the  authority  of  the  directors; 
that,  on  a  certain  occasion,  an'9  on  a  given  day,  he  went 
into  the  president's  room,  remonstrated  with  and  extort- 
ed a  promise  from  him  that  he  would  not  be  guilty  of  such 
favoritism  again.  Now,  sir,  every  officer  of  that  bank 
solemnly  swore  that  there  was  not  one  word  of  truth  in 
any  one  of  these  charges.  There  is  ground  for  mistake; 
there  must  be  perjury  somewhere;  the  gentleman  ac- 
quits the  officers  of  the  bank.  Could  the  president 
have  forgotten  it,  if  Whitney  had  broken  into  his  room, 
and  have  given  him  such  a  rebuke,  and  have  extorted 
from  him  such  a  promise?  Impossible!  Here  I  drop 
Reuben  M.  Whitney's  perjury.  Let  gentlemen  recon- 
cile it  if  they  can,  and  associate  with  him  if  they  choose. 
It  is  a  matter  of  taste,  about  which  I  will  not  quarrel 
with  Ihem. 

'  A  few  words  more,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  I  have  done. 
When  the  true  patriot,  quitting  his  peaceful  avocations 
in  the  workshop  or  the  field,  dropping  his  plough 
handles  or  his  planes,  regardless  of  home  and  its  endear- 
ments, tearing  himself  trom  the  wife  of  his  bosonf,  and 
shaking  off  the  children  even  that  cling  around  his  knees, 
rushed  to  the  rescue  of  his  bleeding  country;  when  the 
star-spangled  banner,  consecrated  and  hallowed  as  it 
WAS,  and  is,  with  so  many  and  such  glorious  recollec- 
tions, was  seen  streaming  to  the  breeze,  all  bathed  in 
blood,  its  crimson  folds  appealing  to  every  American 
heart  to  rally  around  and  defend  it;  when  the  cloud  of 
war,  lurid  with  the  cinders  of  the  Capitol,  hung  over 
this  devoted  city;  when,  on  the  night  of  the  23d  and 
morning  of  the  ever-glorious  8th,  General  Jackson,  with 
the  chivalry  of  the  West,  was  winning  imperishable  re* 
nown,  and  rearing  to  the  American  name  a  monument 
which  will  stand  a  landmark  on  the  steeps  of  fame  whilst 
Mississippi  rolls  his  waters  to  the  ocean,  where,  then,  was 
Reuben  M.  Whitney?  A  traitor  in  the  hostile  camp! 
The  sworn  subject  and  officer  of  a  foreign  Power!  A 
British  commissary,  smuggling  gold,  and  <1riving  herds, 
to  pay  and  feed  the  British  troops!  Could  he,  with  one 
throb  of  American  feeling  in  his  bosom,  have  remained 
within  hearipg  of  his  country's  cannon,  pealing  on  the 
plains  of  Chippewa  and  Bridgewater,  and  thundering 
from  the  leaguered  battlements  of  Erie,  without  tram- 
pling in  the  dust  his  traitor's  livery,  and  adding  one  arm 
to  those  which  struck  for  victory  and  his  native  land! 
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Sir,  he  could,  and  did;  and  yet  this  man  it  high  in  the 
confidence  of  an  Executive^  who  is  mainly  indebted  for 
his  station  to  the  laurels  which  he  won  in  that  contest, 
and  is  enabled  to  defy  with  impunity  the  process  of  a 
committee  or  Congress!  Gaines,  and  Scot%  and  other 
gallant  spirits,  whose  achievements  brighten  so  many 
glorious  pages  of  our  history,  are  disparaged,  censured, 
'  and  sought  to  be  disgraced,  while  this  minion  of  favorit- 
ism is  to  be  shielded  and  protected,  in  contempt  of  jus- 
tice, and  in  defiance  of  the  lawful  authority  of  (his  House. 

When  Mr.  Pbttov  had  concluded  his  remarks, 

Mr.  HAMGH  said:  No  one  regrets  more  deeply  than 
myself  the  necessity  to  which  1  have  been  driven  of  ad- 
dressing the  committee  at  this  late  period  of  the  session, 
and  at  such  an  unsicasonable  hour  of  the  night.*  I  know 
'  the  anxiety  which  is  felt  by  every  gentleman  to  vote 
ijpon  the  question  under  discussion,  and  to  act  upon  the 
bill  itself;  and  were  this  an  ordinary  case,  I  should  yield 
to  this  feeling,  and  forego  any  remarks  upon  the  pres- 
ent occasion.  But  it  is  not.  The  attacks  made  upon 
the  majority  of  the  investigating  co.mmiltee  by  the  gen-^ 
tleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Pxttoh]  are  of  such  a 
character  as  to  demand  a  reply.  It  is  due  to  myself,  as 
one  of  that  majority,  and  to  the  gentlemen  with  whom*l 
acted,  that  we  should  be  heard  in  our  defence.  I  must 
entreat  the  indulgence  of  gentlemen,  therefore,  whilst  I 
briefly  notice  some  of  the  charges  which  he  has  present- 
ed against  us. 

I  promise  to  be  as  brief  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
ease  will  admit.  I  shall  Tiot  detain  the  House  by  read- 
ing large  masses  of  irrelevant  matter,  having  no  connex- 
ion with  the  proposition  before  us.  Neither  will  I  in- 
terweave subjects  which  bear  no  analogy  to  the  queMion 
in  debate,  and  which  would  answer  as  well  for  a  speech 
upon  one  subject  as  another.  If  I  desired  to  make  a 
discourse  Tor  electioneering  purposes,  to  affect  my  own 
constituents  or  the  public  at  large,  I  would  run  rapidly 
over  the  different  heads  of  it,  and  afterwards  write  out 
,and  print  the  details,  without  troubling  the  House  to 
listen  to  what  is  not  only  very  uninteresting,  but  is  per- 
nicious in  its  consequences,  by  wasting  the  time  that  is 
now  so  valuable  to  the  country. 

Sir,  I  had  hoped  that  when  the  reports  of  the  commit- 
tee had  been  laid  upon  our  table,  and  were  ordered  to  be 
printed,  the  members  would  all  have  been  willing  to  see 
the  views  of  the  mnjority  and  of  the  minority,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr. 
4oHirsojr,]  who  has  made  a  separate  report,  not  being 
able  to  agree  fully  with  either  the  majority  or  the  mi- 
nority, published  to  the  world.  I  had  supposed  that 
each  member  would  content  himself  with  allowing  these 
several  reports,  accompanied  by  the  journal  of  our  pro- 
ceedings, to  be  printed  and  laid  before  Congress  and 
the  American  people,  and  let  them  judge  between  us. 
They  will  decide  who  is  right  and  ,who  is  wrong.  By 
their  decision  I  am  willing  to  abide. 

But,  sin  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Psxtoit] 
has  thought  proper  to  pursue  a  different  course.  He 
has  come  forward,  and  by  two  successive  motions  has 
afforded  himself  an  opportunity  to  m»ke  a  very  violent 
onset  upon  the  majority,  in  which  he  has  done  them 
great  injustice.  His  speech  is  to  be  published,  I  pre- 
sume, and  will  go  out  in  advance  of  the  reports  and  the 
journals,  giving  a  direciion  to  pubiitf  opinion  before  the 
official  proceedings  have  reached  the  people.  The  ef- 
fect of  this  movement  upon  his  part  must  necessaril}  be 
to  prejudice  the  public  mind  against  the  majority  of  the 
comihittee,  and  to  disqualify  the  country,  in  some  meas- 
ure, to  give  an  impartial  verdict  when  the  facjs  s^all  have 
been  laid  before  them.  These  consequences  can  only 
be  averted  by  a  full  and  fair  exposition  of  the  casei  by  a 

*  It  was  then  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I 


statement  which  shall  exhibit  the  gross  rolsconceptioni 
and  palpable  errors  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  in 
regard  to  this  whole  affair. 

In  whatever  point  of  view  we  consider  the  appoint- 
ment and  proceedings  of  this  committee,  we  shall  find 
its  history  to  be  of  a  most  extraordinary  character.  The 
resulution  was  passed  merely  to  gratify  a  few  individuals 
in  tl\is  House,  and  a  very  small  party  in  the  country.  A 
large  majority  of  the  membeis  here,  and  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority  of  tlie  American  people,  were  satisfied  that 
no  improper  connexion  existed  between  the  Treasury. 
Department  and  R.  M.  Whitney.  The  violent  dedaroa^ 
tion  to  the  contrary,  both  in  this  House  and  in  the  com- 
munity, had  produced  very  little  effect.  The  explana- 
tions published  by  the  friends  of  the  administration  had 
convinced  impartial  men—all  men  whose  judgmenta 
were  not  warped  by  party  feelings  and  prejudices — that 
Mr.  Whitney  was  merejy  a  corresponding  agent  of  the 
deposite  banks,  employed  and  paid  by  them;  having  no 
official  station;  no  power  to  bind  the  banks  by  any  con- 
tract he  could  make,  and  no  oontrol  whatever  over  the 
public  money.  Still  there  were  gentlemen  who  assert- 
ed the  contrary;  and  I  dare  say  they  believed  their 
charges  to  be  true.  They  insisted  that,  if  we  would 
give  them  a  committee,  they  would  prove  this  connexion 
to  exist,  and  that  it  was  a  most  dangerous  and  corrupt 
union,  jeoparding  the  safety  of  all  the  public  treasure, 
and  constituting  this  agent  a  great  <'  money  king,"  who 
could  wield  the  entire  revenues  of  the  country  to  over- 
turn the  public  liberties,  or  to  accomplish  any  designs  of 
personal  or  political  ambition.  We  know  this  to  be  oth- 
erwise. The  great  body  of  the  American  people  knew 
it  was  not  so.  Still  we  gave  them  a  committee  to  satisfy 
them;  and  now,  after  having  been  in  session  for  five  or 
six  weeks,  and  procuring  and  immense  mass  of  testimo- 
ny, what  do  we  hear?  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
comes  in,  and  proclaims  that  they  have  proven  a  great 
deal  more  than  he  and  his  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Wisb]  ever  charged,  more  than  they  ever  imagined;  but 
they  would  have  proven  mpre  still,  if  the  committee 
had  not  been  <•  packed"  by  the  Speaker,  so  as  to  vote 
down  the  intei rogatories  which  they  desired  to  ask  the 
witnesses,  and  thus  suppress  the  truth.  I  shall  not  at- 
tempt to  compare  the  charges  made  by  these  gentlemen 
with  the  proof  thty  have  adduced.  The  country  will 
do  that.  When  the  facts  are  laid  before  the  people, 
they  will  apeak  in  a  voice  that  will  be  understood  by  us 
alk  But  1  shall  presently  notice  what  baa  been  proven, 
so  that  each  side  of  the  question  may  be  fiiirly  consider- 
ed, and  a  compariaon  can  then  be  made  by  any  one  who 
chooaes  to  undertake  the  task  for  his  own  satisfaction. 
Before  I  do  this,  however,  I  must  advert  to  the  charge 
which  has  been  made  against  the  Speaker  of  this  House. 

The  gentleman  complains  that  there  were  six  friends^ 
of  the  administration  placed  upon  the  committee,  and 
but  three  of  the  opposition.  Why,  sir,  this  is  very  near- 
ly in  the  proportion  which  the  parties  bear  to  each  otiier 
in  the  House.  The  friends  of  the  administration  are 
nearly  double  in  number  to  those  of  the  oppoaition*  It 
was  fuir,  then,  to  appoint  the  committee  in  reference  to 
this  state  of  things.  But  does  the  gentleman  mean  to 
imply,  by  this  complaint,  that,  in  these  high  party  times, 
any  other  Speaker  would  have  acted  differently?  What 
could  be  expected  but  that,  in  the  appointment  of  a 
committee,  demanded,  in  part,  for  political  effect,  and 
designed  to  have  some  political  influence  in  the  commu- 
nity, the  Speaker  would  give  a  preponderance  to  bis 
own  party?  The  minority  have  no  right  to  complain. 
They  can  always  make  out  a  separate  report,  as  tbey 
have  done  in  this  instance,  and  present  their  own  views 
to  the  people.  If  the  majority  vote  down  their  ques- 
tions, and  refuse  to  make  inquiries  which  have  been  au- 
thorized by  the  House,  the  minority  can  show   these 
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Totet  to  their  consCituentt,  and  thus  appeal  from  the  dc- 
citioni  of  the  majority.  Indeed,  they  can  make  more, 
in  tbii  manner,  out  of  what  is  not  proven  than  out  of 
what  is;  for  they  oao  imagine  a  tboussnd  tales  of  secret 
corruption  that  wouU  have  been  disclosed,  provided 
they  had  been  permitted  to  ask  the  questions  which 
were  suppressed  by  the  votes  of  the  dominant  partyi 
whereas  the  truth  may  be  that,  if  the  interrogatories 
had  been  propounded,  the  witnesses  would  have  been 
unable  jto  give  any  information  on  the  subject.      * 

But  I  assert  that,  under  similar  circumstances,  no 
Speaker  has  ever  been  known  to  act  otherwise  than  to 
give  bis  own  political  friends  a  preponderance.  And  I 
go  further:  I  assert  that  there  is  not  now  an  opposition 
member  in  this  House  who,  if  he  had  been  Speaker, 
would  not  have  given  bis  friends  a  majority  upon  the 
committee.  If  there  be  such  a  one,  I  should  like  to  see 
bim,  and  know  who  be  is.  The  truth  is,  that,  in  times 
of  political  and  party  excitement,  we  all  feel  and  act 
very  much  alike  upon  such  questions,  and  each  one  pre- 
fers his  own  party  to  that  of  his  opponents'.  It  is  idle  to 
raise  this  cry  of  <*  party"  upon  every  occasion,  when 
those  who  raise  it  would  do  the  same  things  of  which 
they  complain,  if  they  bad  the  power. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  informs  us  that  any 
Speaker  who  will  "crawl  to  the  chair"  will  remain 
there;  and  that,  to  do  so,  he  must  sacrifice  independ- 
ence, patriotism,  and  honor,  and  become  a  mere  par- 
tiaanl  What  does  the  gentleman  mean  by  crawling? 
Dues  every  man  who  stands  by  his  party  become  a 
crawler?  Why,  sir,  I  have  heard  that  the  gentleman  him* 
■elf  once  had  a  friend  who  was  a  candidate  for  Speaker, 
and  that  the  gentleman  then  thought  it  was  somewhat 
important  to  his  friend's  success  that  be  should  be  known 
.to  be  a  good  party  man.  I  bare  heard  that  .be  took 
some  pains  to  convince  those  who  doubted  bis  friend's 
orthodoxy  that  he  was  a  firm  supporter  of  the  adminis- 
tration, and  therefore  ought  to  receive  the  votea  of  the 
democratic  party  in  the  House.  Perhaps  he  has  chang- 
ed his  opinions  since  then.  If  so,  no  one  has  a  right  to 
complain,  as  every  gentleman's  opinions  are  his  own,  and 
be  has  a  right  to  dispose  of  them  as  he  thinks  proper. 

[Here  Mr.  Pxttov  rose  to  explain.  He  said,  in  sub- 
stance, that,  when  Messrs.  Bxu  and  Polk  were  first 
candidates  for  Spesker,  he  went  to  the  President  and 
disabused  bis  mind  with  regard  to  Mr.  B.,  who  was  not 
electioneering  for  the  office,  and  told  him  that  Mr.  P. 
had  been  seeking  the  support  of  some  of  the  nullifiers.] 

Mr.  Haxxr  proceeded.  I  have  no  wish  to  discuss 
matters  so  long  gone  by,  nor  to  enter  into  a  comparison 
of  the  principles  jtnd  merits  of  the  two  gentlemen  who 
were  then  candidates  for  the  Speaker's  chair;  but  my ' 
object  was  to  remind  the  gentleman  that,  three  ^years 
ago,  be  himself  thought  it  no  crime  for  a  Speaker'^to  be 
a  decided  party  man. 

How  was  the  present  Speaker  elevated  to  that  high 
station?  Sir,  he  was  placed  there  on  account  of  his  emi- 
nent abilities,  his  lon^  and  well-tried  services  in  the 
cause  of  bis  country,  his  fidelity  to  the  democratic  prin- 
ciples of  our  Government,  and  because  his  party  prefer- 
red bim  to  any  other  man  who  was  a  candidate.  Whilst 
he  remains  there,  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  discharge  his 
duties  faithfully  and  fearlessly,  without  regard  to  the 
murmurs  or  complaints  of  bis  political  opponents.  If 
the  gentleman  calls  this  crawling,  so  be  it.  In  my  opin- 
ion, it  is  a  high  and  honorable  career,  which  any  man 
might  be  proud  to  follow. 

Soon  after  the  appointment  of  our  committee,  we  met 
and  organized.  From  the  moment  that  we  commenced 
our  examinations,  it  was  apparent  that  a  radical  difier- 
enoe  of  opinion  existed  between  the  majority  and  the 
minority,  with  respect  to  the  powers  of  the  committee. 
The  minority  thought  that  they  bad  no  authority  to  look 
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into  the  affairs  of  the  deposite  banks,  except  what  th« 
Government  derived  from  the  contracts  made  with  those 
banks  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  publio  money.  Obtain* 
ing  their  charters  not  from  Congress,  like  the  late  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  but  from  the  State  Governmentif 
we  could  only  control  them  in  their  operations  so  far  as 
I  hey  had  agreed  to  be  subject  to  our  direction.  Th« 
Federal  Government  derives  no  more  right  to  invest!* 
g^te  their  operations  from  the  fact  of  haying  public  mon- 
ey in  their  vaults  as  a  deposite,  than  a  private  citizen  doea 
from  having  a  similar  amount  of  money  there  on  general 
deposite.  In  either  case,  the  deposite  can  be  withdrawn 
whenever  the  depositor  is  dissatisfied,  or  he  thinks  th« 
money  unsafe;  but  in  no  case  can  the  books  and  transac* 
tions  of  the  corporation  be  examined,  unless  the  bsnk 
voluntarily  permits  it;  either  by  contract  or  by  concea* 
sion,  when  the  request  is  made.  So  thought  the  major* 
ity.  They  looked  to  the  contracts  with  the  banks  and 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  for  the  extent  of  their 
power^  and  refused  to  go  beyond  them. 

The  minority  seemed  to  tbink  that  we  had  some  fur- 
ther control  over  the  banks,  on  account  of  our  money 
being  there.  They  could  see  some  analogy  between 
these  banks  and  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes.  The 
latter  being  SMbject  to  an  examination,  they  supposed 
the  former  should  be  too;  and  that  the  right  which  the 
Government  had  to  look  after  the  public  treasure  drew 
aAer  it  the  right,  to  some  extent,  of  scrutinizing  the  op* 
erations  of  the  deposite  banks. 

In  the  case  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^  we  ex* 
preasly  reserved,  in  the  charter,  the  authority  to  examine 
Its  books  and  concerns.  We  never  pretended  to  derive 
the  right  firom  any  other  source.  To  insist  that  a  right 
to  search  out  all  the  hidden  dealings  of  a  bank  necessari- 
ly results  from  its  being  a  public  depository,  would  estab- 
lish a  most  dangerous  principle.  Let  us  carry  it  out  in- 
to practical  operation,  and  see  to  what  it  would  lead. 
The  State  Governments  are  now  depositories  of  pub- 
lic money.  They  have  our  treasure  in  their  keeping, 
and  are  accountable  to  us  for  it,  by  the  law  of  bist  ses* 
sion,  in  the  same  way  that  tbe  banks  are.  According^ 
to  this  doctrine,  having  the  right  to  look  after  our  mon- 
ey, we  could  appoint  a  committee,  and  arm  them  with 
authority  to  examine  all  the  proceedings  of  the  State 
Governments.  We  could  summon  the  Treasurer,  the 
Auditor  or  Comptroller,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Ju- 
diciary, and  even  the  Governor  and  the  Legislature,  be- 
fore us^  to  give  an  account  of  their  conduct,  and  to  dis- 
close to  us  the  whole  of  their  State  policy !  Who  would 
submit  to  this?  Is  there  a  State  in  the  Union  that  would 
degrade  itself  by  submitting  to  be  thus  catechised? 
Not  one.  Yet  this  state  of  things  results  from  an  exten- 
sion of  the  principle  to  which  1  have  adverted. 

Again X  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  among  us  aa 
to  the  object 'of  the  House  in  appointing  tbe  committee. 
Tbe  minority  seemed  to  entertain  the  opinion  that  the 
principal  object  was  to  ascertain  the  business  and  char- 
acter of  Reuben  M.  Whitney.  They  appeared  to  think 
that  the  resolution  was  a  mere  wo]f-tra(f  to  catch  a  sin- 
gle individual;  that  the  House  had  set  us  to  watch  him 
whilst  he  was  filling  his  sack  out  of  the  public  crib,  and 
to  seize  him  the  moment  his  leg  was  in  the  trap,  and 
bring  him  forthwith  to  juatice.  These  gentlemen  had 
so  often  denounced  Mr.  Whitney  within  the  last  year, 
that  he  was  apparently  uppermost  in  their  thoughts  upon 
all  occasions.  Their  antipathy  to  him  has  become  a  sort 
of  monomania.  Indeed,  I  have  sometimes  fancied  that, 
if  they  were  in  the  last  agonies  of  death^if  the  soul 
were  about  to  separate  from  the  body,  and  leave  ita 
frail  tenement  for  another  world^nd  some  one  should 
walk  up,  and  gently  whisper  in  the  ear  of  the  expiring 
man  the  words  '<  Reuben  M.  Whitney!"  this  name  would 
not  only  *<  sUy  the  pulse  of  ebbing  life,"  but,  making  a 
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stiperhumftn  efTort,  he  would  instantly  iprinj^  to  hisTeet, 
and,  with  a  wild  shriek,  cry  "Traitor!"  "Robber!" 
«•  ThieJ !"  •«  Depoaitc  banks!"  "  Public  money !»' 

The  majority  of  the  committee  did  not  suppose  that 
the  House  passed  the  resolution  for  the  single  purpose 
or  running^  down  any  one  individual.  We  knew  that  if 
thBre  was  really  a  corrupt  connexion  between  the 
Treasury  and  Mr.  Whitney,  or  any  one  else,  the  House 
desired  us  to  ascertain  it,  and  to  report  the  facts  to  them. 
We  looked  to  the  language  of  the  resolution  to  see  what 
was  int^ded  to  be  the  scope  of  our  inquiries.  We  en- 
deavored to  giye  a  fair  and  liberal  construction  to  that 
language,  without  imagining  what  latent  intention  might 
have  been  lurking  in  the  mind  of  each  member  who  vo- 
ted for  its  adoption.  This  was  our  rule;  and  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  that  the  House  and  the  people  shall  de- 
cide between  us  and  the  minority,  who  adopted  a  differ- 
ent one,  as  their  course  in  the  committee  room  will 
show  when  the  proceedings  are  published. 

Our  committee  is  an  extraordinary  one  in  some  other 
respects.  One  of  the  first  things  we  did  was  to  adopt  a 
resolution,  by  which  we  admitted  all  the  members  of^the 
House  to  be  present  at  our  deliberations.  I  opposed 
thir,  because  it  was  both  unprecedented  and  impolitic. 
From  that  day  forth,  libels  were  issued  from  the  public 
presses  against  our  committee.  The  proceedings  were 
garbled  and  misrepresented  in  the  most  shameful  man- 
ner. How  the  anonymous  writers  who  made  these  pub- 
lications obtained  the  knowledge  of  our  votes  and 
tpeeches  I  do  not  know;  but  the  object  they  had  in  view 
was  very  manifest.  It  was  to  prejudice  the  community 
against  the  majority  of  the  committee,  and  thereby  break 
the  force  of  our  report  when  it  should  appear. 

Well,  sir,  we  proceeded  with  our  investigations  for 
nearly  two  months:  meeting,  as  I  said  before,  during  a 
great  part  of  that  time,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  and  re- 
maining until  ten  and  sometimes  till  eleven  at  night, 
With  an  interval  of  an  hour  for  dinner*  We  neglected 
almost  all  the  business  of  the  House,  and  much  of  what 
belonged  to  our  immediate  constituents;  we  have  cost 
the  country  some  fifty  or  a  hundred  thousand  dollars; 
and  what  have  we  found?  Literally  nothing.  It  is  the 
old  case  of  the  mountain  in  labor,  which  brought  forth  a 
mouse.  It  was  a  game  where  the  play  was  not  worth 
the  candle.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  declares 
that  they  have  proven  more  than  they  ever  charged;  and 
I  am  sure  he  thinks  so,  or  he  would  not  make  the  decla- 
ratiunf  but  T  pronounce  the  investigation  to  be  a  com* 
plete  failure.  Every  charge  which  has  been  made, 
from  any  quarter,  implying  that  any  agent  of  the  depos- 
ite  banks,  or  of  the  I'reasury  Department,  had  the  con- 
trol of  all  or  of  any  portion  of  the  public  money,  is  not 
only  unsustained,  but  is  positively  proven  to  be  false. 
The  oaths  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  sub- 
ordinate officers  of  the  Department,  of  the  presidents  and 
cashiers  of  the  deposite  banks,  and  of  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney himself,  all  concur  in  the  establishment  of  this  fact, 
beyond  all  doubt  or  controversy.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  had  not  stated  that  he  took  an  entirely 
different  view  of  the  testimony,  I  should  have  believed 
that,  considering  himself  defeated,  he  had  come  forward 
with  a  speech  to  make  a  diversion  in  favor  of  himself 
and  his  friends.  That  gentleman,  as  well  as  every  other 
one  here,  well  knows  the  effect  of  a  shout  of  victory. 
To  proclaim,  in  a  loud  and  confident  tone  of  voice,  that 
we  have  gained  a  triumph,  often  produces  an  impression 
upon  those  who  hear  w,  that  aida  us  materially  in  ob- 
Uining  the  very  victory  which  is  thus  proclaimed  in  ad- 
vance. The  proclamation  of  the  gentleman,  where  the 
journal  and  reports  are  never  seen,  will  induce  many  a 
man  to  believe  that  be  and  hia  friends  have  been  com- 
pletely successful  in  this  investigation;  but  those  who 
read  and  think  for  themselves  will  come  to  a  very  dif- 
ferent conclusiofi. 


If  the  minority  have  fully  austained  all  their  charges, 
and  gone  even  beyond  them,  it  is  remarkable  that  such 
loud  complaints  are  made  of  the  illiberal  and  rigid  con- 
struction given  to  our  resolution  by  the  majority  of  the 
committee.  Yet  the  greater  part  of  the  gentleman's 
long  speech  was  made  up  of  these  complaints.  What 
did  the  resolution  require  of  us^V 

1st.  To  ascertain  '*  whether  the  several  banks  employ- 
ed for  the  deposite  of  the  public  money  have  all,  or  any 
of  the'm,  by  joint  or  several  contract,  employed  an  agent, 
tov  reside  at  the  seat  of  Government,  to  transact  their 
business  with  the  Treasury  Department." 

2d.  •'  What  is  the  character  of  the  business  which  he 
is  so  employed  to  transact." 

3d.  **  What  compensation  he  receives." 

4th.  *<  Whether  such  agent,  if  there  be  one,  has  been 
employed  at  the  request  or  through  the  procurement 
of  the  Treasury  Department." 

5ih.  ''  Whether  the  business  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment with  said  banks  is  conducted  through  the  said 
agent." 

6th.  "  And  whether  said  agent  receives  any  compen- 
sation from  the  Treasury  Department." 

These  are  the  points  submitted  to  us  by  the  House,  for 
our  investigation.  We  examined  them  thoroughly;  and, 
notwithstanding  all  the  intimations  to  the  contrary,  I 
now  defy  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  show  a 
single  instance  in  which  the  majority  of  the  committee 
voted  to  suppress  any  inquiry  or  interrogatory,  which 
was  authorized  by  a  fair  construction  of  the  resolution  of 
the  House.  Give  me  a  jury  of  twelve  honest,  sensible 
men,  of  any  party,  and  I  will  debate  the  point  with  him 
till  doomsday,  if  we  live  so  long*,  without  the  slighteat 
apprehension  of  even  partial  defeat  So  far  were  we 
from  curtailing  the  inquiry,  that  if  I  have  any  thing  to 
reproach  myself  with,  it  is  that  I  sometimes  voted  in 
favor  of  interrogatories  which,  atrictly  speaking,  did  not 
come  within  the  scope  of  the  resolution.  But  we  were 
so  anxious  to  give  the  minority  no  cause  of  complaint, 
that  in  doubtful  cases  we  leaned  to  their  side,  and  voted 
for  the  freedom  of  investigation.  Such  was  my  own 
feeling,  and  1  believe  it  was  the  rule  that  gi>ided  the 
other  members  who  voted  with  me. 

In  the  course  of  our  investigation,  indeed  almost  at  the 
threshold,  we  ascertained,  distinctly,  that  there  was  no 
connexion  whatever  between  the  Treasury  Department 
and  Mr.  Whitney,  or  any  other  agent  of  the  depoaite 
banks.  The  statements  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury will  be  found  on  the  pages  of  our  printed  journal. 

*  The  following  is  the  resolution  of  the  House: 
JUaohedf  That  a  committee  of  nine  members  be  ap« 
pointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  whether  the 
several  banks  employed  lor  the  deposite  of  the  public 
money  have  all,  or  any  of  them,  by  joint  or  aeveral  con- 
tract, employed  an  agent,  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, to  transact  their  business  with  the  Treasury. De- 
partment; what  is  the  character  of  the  business  which  he 
is  so  employed  to  transact,  and  what  compensation  be 
receives;  whc^ther  such  agent,  if  there  be  one,  has  been 
employed  at  the  request  or  through  the  procurement 
of  the  Treasury  Department;  whether  the  business  of 
the  Treasury  Department  with  said  banks  is  conducted 
through  the  said  agent;  and  whether,  in  the  transaction 
of  any  business  confided  to  said  agent,  he  receives  any 
compensation  from  the  Treasury  Department;  and  that 
said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pa- 
pers. 

Mr.  Garland  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Pierce  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Mr.  Fairfield  of  Maine,  Mr.  Wise  of  Virginia,  Mr. 
Gillet  of  New  York,  Mr.  Johnaon  of  Louisiana,  Mr.  Ha- 
mer  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Martin  of  Alabama,  and  Mr.  Peyton 
of  Tennessee,  were  appointed  the  said  committee- 
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Speaking  of  the  compeneation  paid  to  the  agent,  he 
sayi^  (page  14,)  ^*  no  request  bat  ever  been  made  to  me 
for  any  such  compensation,  and  no  idea  was  ever  enter- 
tained by  me  of  acceding  to  it,  if  made,  the  agent  being 
appointed  by  and  for  the  ban'ss,  and  not  by  or  for  the 
Department."  In  regard  to  Mr.  Whitney's  authority 
and  business,  he  says,  (page  11,)  that  the  Department 
nerer  found  it  necessary  to  call  for  the  agent's  authority, 
as  it  has  never  been  necessary  for  him  to  execute  any 
written  official  document  binding  the  banks;  and  the  con- 
tracts on  file  are  all  signed  by  Sie  officers  of  the  banks 
themselves. 

On  page  38  of  the  journal,  we  have  Mr.  Whitney's 
testimony  in  regard  to  himself.  He  swears  that  he 
holds  **  no  office  or  agency  whatever  under  tbe  Goyern- 
inent  of  tbe  United  Stales,  or  any  department  thereof; 
nor  has  he  the  control  of  any  money  or  property  what- 
ever of  the  said  Government,  or  any  department;  nor 
has  he  any  agency  whatever  which  relates  to  the  public 
money,  beyond  acting  as  corresponding  agent  of  some 
of  the  deposite  batiks." 

Upon  pages  32  and  33  will  be  found  Mr.  Woodbury's 
statement  in  regard  to  any  influence  of  the  Department 
in  procuring  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Whitney.  He  de- 
clares that  no  agent  has  been  appointed  at  the  request 
or  through  the  procurement  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. By  reference  to  pages  63  and  64,  the  following 
question  and  answer  will  be  found: 

"  Has  the  Treasury  Department  any  use  whatever  for 
such  an  agency  as  that  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney?" 

Answer  by  Mr.  Woodbury.  "  I  am  not  aware  that 
the  Department  has  any  use  for  such  an  agent." 

Much  has  been  said  in  the  opposition  newspapers,  and 
ifi  speeches  here,  of  the  circulars  issued  by  Mr.  Whit- 
ney  to  the  receivers  of  land  offices,  directing  them  what 
kind  of  bank  paper  to  receive  in  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic lands.  Tliis  subject  was  also  examined.  In  answer 
to  a  question,  Mr.  Woodbury  says,  (page  41,)  "  t  have 
never  given  to  Mr.  Whitney,  or  conferred  on  him,  any 
Authority  to  instruct  the  land  receivers,  in  behalf  of  the 
Department,  on  any  subject  whatever."  Mr.  Whitney 
swears,  (page  87,)  that  the  circular  sent  to  the  land  re- 
ceivers, about  which  so  much  complaint  has  been  made, 
was  "a  printed  letter,  and  forwarded  to  the  public  land 
receivers  by  him  as  a  mere  matter  of  information,"  but 
not  of  « instructions."  It  was  dated  29th  of  August, 
1835.  All  the  beautiful  figures  and  eloquent  declama- 
tion upon  this  subject  seem  to  have  been  lost.  The 
agent  printed  a  letter,  and  aent  copies  of  it  to  tbe  re- 
€:eiver8/as  any  other  citizen  might  have  done  who  took 
an  interest  in  the  stale  of  tbe  currency,  and  who  had 
held  a  conversation  wiih  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 
and  upon  this  slender  foundation  a  most  magnificent 
fabric  has  been  erected.  Mr*.  Whitney  is  a  **  money 
king,"  an  "adjtinct.  Secretary,"  **a  minion  of  execu- 
tive power,**  who  holds  the  purse-strings  of  the  nation 
in  his  own  hand. 

Several  other  important  disclosures  have  been  made 
in  the  course  of  this  examination.  For  the  last  three 
years,  ever  since  the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  the 
United  States  Bank,  the  opposition  have  been  endeav- 
oring to  make  the  people  believe  that  the  administration 
directed  all  the  operations  of  the  deposite  banks,  so  as 
to  produce  political  results  fivorable  to  the  party  in 
power.  They  have  asked,  in  an  indignant  tone,  <*  who 
can  stand  up  against  this  trepnendous  money  power, 
wielded  by  the  Executive  to  sustain  himself  and  to  elect 
his  successor?"  Now,  sir,  so  far  from  there  being  any 
truth  in  these  charg^es  it  turns  out  that  the  party  poli- 
tics of  the  stockholders,  directors,  and  officers  of  the 
banks  have  had  no  influence  whatever  in  their  selection 
by  the  Secretary;  and  that,  so  far  as  any  thing  is  known 
of  their  politics^  a  majority  of  them  are  against  the  ad- 


ministration. These  facts  are  solemnly  sworn  to  by  Mr. 
Woodbury.  His  statements  may  be  seen  on  pages  51 
and  53  o^  the  printed  journal.  Who,  after  this  disclo- 
sure, will  have  the  hardihood  to  stand  up  before  the 
American  people,  and  talk  about  the  Executive  wielding 
the  purse  of  the  nation  to  corrupt  the  votea  and  destroy 
the  freedom  of  electiunsf  What  opposition  man  will 
muster  the  impudence  to  renew  this  stale  falsehood,  and 
give  currency  to  what  is  now  known  to  be  utterly  un- 
true' He  who  does  so  must  assume  the  responsibility  of 
proving  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  be  unworthy 
of  belief;  or  he  must  ask  the  public  to  take  his  word, 
unsupported  by  a  single  fact,  in  preference  to  the  state- 
ments of  Governor  Woodbury,  made  under  the  solemn 
sanctions  of  an  oath.  In  either  event,  he  will  find  that 
he  has  undertaken  a  task  as  difficult  and  hopeless  as  that 
of  Sisyphus;  and  I  shall  be  greatly  mistaken  if  bis  buiy 
den  does  not  drag  him  to  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  and 
cnisb  him  to  atoms  also  when  he  shall  have  arrived  there. 

Another  charge  has  been  boldly  made  in  regard  to  the 
influence  of  M>\  Whitney  in  obtaining  a  removal  of  the 
public  deposites  from  one  bank  to  another,  and  in  the 
selection  of  deposite  banks  in  the  first  instance.  We 
have  been  told,  that  if  a  bank  desired  to  be  selected  as  a 
depository  for  the  public  money,  it  must  go  down  upon 
its  knees  to  Reuben  M.  Whitney.  If  a  deposite  bank 
wanted  to  retain  its  funds,  or  to  get  more  from  the 
Treasury,  it  must  raise  Mr.  Whitney's  salary  or  make 
him  a  present.  Now,  there  is  not  one  word  of  truth  in 
this  charge.  I  speak  from  the  book,  fully  conscious  of 
the  strength  of  my  expressions.  Here  is  the  testimony, 
on  page  S3  of  the  journal: 

Question.  "  Has  said  Whitney  ever  solicited  you  to 
remove  the  public  deposites  from  any  bank  or  banks,  or 
cease  to  make  the  public  deposites  in  them?  And  if  so, 
what  was  the  character  of  the  reasons  assigned  by  him^" 

Answer  by  Mr.  Woodbury.  *'In  no  case  whatever^ 
that  I  recollect." 

Question.  *<  Hasaaid  Whitney  ever  recommended  any 
bank  or  banks  as  banks  of  deposite,  and  used  his  influ- 
ence with  you,  or  any  officer  of  the  Government,  to  pro- 
cure their  selection?" 

Answer  by  Mr.  Woodbury.  «  I  have  no  remembrance 
of  a  single  case  where  Mr.  Whitney  first  applied  to  the 
Department  to  have  any  bank  selected;  but  while  the 
question  of  some  of  them,  afterwards  appointed,  has 
been  pending,  I  have  no  doubt  Mr,  Whitney  has  spoken 
on  the  subject  of  the  character  or  standing  of  one  or  two 
of  the  number  selected,  which  were  located  in  Pennsyl- 
vania«  where  he  had  resided,  and  was  acquainted  with 
their  standing  and  business.  But  I  remember  no  other 
case,  and  in  those  he  used  no  recommendation  or  influ- 
ence in  their  favor  beyond  the  statement  of  facts  on  the 
point  above  named." 

Here  are  the  incontrovertible  facts,  standing  in  oppo- 
sition to  declamation  and  anonymous  slander.  Which  is 
to  be  betteved?  Can  any  man  hesitate  upon  that  ques- 
tion '  Are  we  to  reverse  all  the  established  rules  adopt- 
ed in  the  administration  of  justice,  and  prefer  mere 
hearsay  and  conjecture  to  unimpeachable  testimony?  He 
who  does  this,  is  not  only  wilfully  blind,  but  obstinately 
wicked;  and  it  would  be  about  as  wise  to  enter  into  an 
argument  with  such  a  man  as  to  reason  with  a  tempest, 
and  expect  to  stay  its  fury  by  an  appeal  to  1^  sympa- 
thies or  an  address  to  its  understanding.  ^ 

Finally,  sir,  all  the  inquiries  couched  in  the  resolution 
of  the  Huuse  were  fully  negatived  by  .the  proofs  adduced 
before  the  committee.     We  found — 

Ist.  That  the  banks  had  no  agent,  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, *<  to  transact  their  business  with  the  Treasury 
Department." 

Sd.  Therefore,  such  an  agent  had  no  business  of  any 
character  whatsoever. 
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Sd.  And  Buch  agent  had  no  compensation. 

4tb.  No  agent  of  any  kind  had  been  empioy^a  at  the 
request  or  by  the  procurement  of  the  Treaaury  Depart- 
ment. 

5th.  No  buaineas  of  the  Treasury  Department  ia  trans- 
acted through  said  agent. 

6tb.  The  Department  pays  no  compensation  what- 
ever to  any  agent  of  the  banktr,  and  none  baa  ever  been 
asked  for. 

Here  the  committee  might  very  properly  have  aos- 
pended  all  further  examination,  and  reported  their  pro- 
ceedings to  the  Houset  but  as  we  found  that  there  was 
a  corresponding  ^gent  of  some  of  tlie  deposite  banka 
residing  here,  and  as  it  was  possible  that  something 
might  leak  out  to  show  an  improper  connexion  be- 
tween this  agent  and  the  Government,  we  allowed  the 
minority  to  proceed  in  their  inquiries.  They  did  pro- 
ceed, and  such  another  string  of  interrogatories  as  they 
have  recorded  upon  the  Journal  of  our  committee  can- 
not, in^  my  opinion,  be  round  upon  the  pages  of  any 
public  document  now  in  existence.  Tiie  book  will  be  a 
literary  and  legislative  curiosity,  which  ought  to  be  pre- 
served for  the  benefit  of  committees  who  may  meet  in 
aftertimes  to  engage  in  similar  undertakings. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  complained  that 
Mr.  Whitney  givea  large  parties,  and  that  the  members 
of  Congress  attend  them,  drinking  his  wine  and  parta- 
king of  his  hospitality.  I  am  not  one  of  the  number  who 
are  thus  indulged.  I  have  never  attended  bis  parties^ 
drank  his  wine,  nor  enjoyed  bis  cheer.  I  have  known 
him  for  two  or  three  years;  have  met  him  in  the  streets 
and  elsewhere,  and  have  interchanged  the  usual  civili- 
tiea  that  pass  between  acquaintances.  I  know  nothing 
of  his  private  history  or  his  former  character  and  his 
employments.  If  he  is  a  bad  man,  I  am  not  disposed, 
either  as  an  individual  or  as  a  party  man,  to  become  re- 
aponsible  for  his  conduct;  if  be  be  a  good  one,  E  am 
willing  he  should  enjoy  all  the  benefits  that  result  from 
the  possession  of  a  fair  moral  character.  To  me  be  is 
like  every  other  citizen.  If  he  were  connected  with 
the  Government,  I  should  feel  bound  to  examine  his 
atanding  and  conduct;  but  as  he  is  not,  I  shall  not 
trouble  myaelf  about  him  further  than  to  apply  the  rule 
to  him  that  the  community  has  made  applicable  to  all 
other  men,  **  to  consider  him  honest  untU  the  contrary 
is  proven." 

Bat  to  the  interrogatories  which  were  oflTered  by  the 
minority,  and  were  voted  down  by  the  majority,  not 
allowing  them  to  be  put  to  the  witnesses.  Upon  page 
61  of  the  journal  will  be  found  the  following  question, 
offered  by  the  minority: 

Exiradfrom  the  journal. 

*•  Do  you  know  Reuben  M.  Whitney's  general  char- 
acter for  truth  and  veracityi  and  would  you  believe  him 
on  oath,  when  atrongly  templed  to  swear  falsely^ 

**  Mr*  Hamer  objected  to  this  question,  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote. 

**  Aye»— Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton. 

'*  Noea^Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet, 
Johnaon,  and  Hamer." 

So  this  question  was  voted  down?  We  of  the  majori- 
ty sought  in  vain,  in  the  resolution  of  the  House,  for  au- 
thority^ inquire  into  the  general  character  of  R.  M. 
Whitney.  We  could  not  find  it  there.  We  knew.of 
no  other  source  from  which  we  derived  power,  and  of 
course  we  voted  down  the  question  as  improper.  This, 
1  suppose,  is  one  of  the  cases  of  illiberality  of  which  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  complaina.  This  is  a  speci- 
men of  what  he  calls  a  rigid  construction  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House! 

What  was  the  next  inquiry  made,  or  attempted  to  be 
made,  by  these  gentlemen  f    Here  it  ist  **Is  Reuben 


M.  Whitney  or  not,  aocofding  to  the  best  of  your 
knowledge,  information,  or  belief,  concerned  in  specu- 
lation in  the  public  lands,  or  in  stocks,  or  in  the  OKmey 
market,  in  any  way?"  This  also  waa  voted  down.  We 
discovered  no  authority  in  the  resolution  to  bunt  after 
the  speculations  of  private  citiiens.  We  could  not  per- 
ceive what  right  we  had  to  inquire  whether  Mr.  Whit- 
ney had  or  had  not  purchased  a  piece  of  land,  a  town 
lot,  a  horse,  or  a  cow,  and  sold  it  for  more  than  be  gave. 
Congress,  and  the  committee!  of  Congress,  ought  to 
have  something  else  to  do  than  to  meddle  with  all  the 
private  affairs  of  individuals,  to  examine  the  atate  of 
their  transactions,  the  profits  they  have  made  in  trade 
during  the  last  year,  or  the  sums  they  have  lost  by  bad 
bargains.  Not  conceiving  this  to  be  any  part  of  oer 
duty,  we  voted  against  the  question,  and  thereby  gave 
another  evidence  of  our  < *  ilhberality." 

Another  queation  voted  down  by  the  majority  may  be 
found  on  page  64.  It  propoaed  to  ask  the  witness  (Mr. 
Woodbury)  whether  he  had  any  personal  objections  to 
Mr.  Whitney  as  an  agent;  in  other  words,  whether  he 
liked  or  disliked  the  man.  Tn  the  afiirmative  on  thia 
question  we  find  Messrs.  Wise  and  Peytoni  in  the 
negative,  Messrs.  Garland^  Pierce,  Gillet,  Johnaon,  and 
Hamer. 

On  the  aanrte  page  ia  this  interesting  queatton  oflTered 
to  Mr.  Woodbury:  ••  Have  you  ever  authorised  the 
editor  or  editors  of  the  Globe,  a  newspaper  in  tbia  eity, 
during  the  month  of  April,  1836,  or  at  any  time,  to  de- 
ny any  supposed  relation  or  connexion  of  Reuben  M. 
Whitney  with  the  Treasury  Department r*  Thia  in- 
terrogatory  was  refused  by  the  same  vole  aa  the  other. 
We  are  totally  unable  to  perceive  what  the  Secretary's 
opinion  of  Mr.  Whitney  aa  a  man  had  to  do  with  our 
inquiries,  or  what  Congress  could  do  with  the  informs- 
tion  if  they  had  it.  We  were  equally  at  a  loss  todia- 
cover  what  we  had  to  do  with  the  editorial  articles  of 
the  Globe,  in  April,  1836,  or  at  any  other  lime.  I  have 
not  examined  the  files  of  the  Globe,  but  I  presume  thai 
about  the  time  named  in  the  queation  the  editora  made 
some  such  denial  aa  that  mentioned;  and  the  object  of 
the  interrogatory  seemed  to  be,  to  asoerUin  whether 
they  told  the  truth;  whether,  in  other  words,  the  wit- 
ness had  given  them  authority  such  aa  thev  atated  be 
had,  in  that  number  of  their  newspaper.  It  the  House 
had  directed  us  to  inquirer  into  the  character  of  the 
Globe  for  truth  and  veracity,  we  ahould  have  done  ao; 
but  until  they  clothed  us  with  such  powers  we  did  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  arraign  the  editora  before  our  commit- 
tee for  that  purpoae.  This,  I  suppose,  was  another  evi- 
dence of  our  "  rigid  construction." 

We  have  been  denounced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  as  a  «■  packed  committee,"  appointed  by  the 
Chair  for  party  purpoaes.  Upon  page  99  may  be  found 
the  strongest  evidence,  as  I  think,  which  the  gentleman 
can  produce  in  support  of  this  charge.  The  gentlemaii 
himself  propounded  the  question  to  Genersl  Van  Neaa» 
the  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  in  this  city. 
•*  Did  or  did  not  some  one  or  more  of  the  officers  of  the 
bank  oppostf  very  strongly  his  employment"  (aa  agent) 
••  on  personal  grounds?  Did  any  one  of  them  go  ao  i»r 
as  to  say,  if  he"  (Whitney)  ''came  to  that  board  in  that 
capacity,  he  would  kick  him  out  of  the  bank?*'  Would 
you  believe  it,  Mr.  Chairman?  the  committee  voted 
down  this  question,  and  would  not  allow  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  to  ask  it !  Could  stronger  evidence  be 
given  of  their  being  a  <•  packed  committee?"  What! 
not  allow  the  gentleman  to  prove  what  some  officer  of  a 
bank,  for  which  Mr.  Whitney  has  never  been  the  agent, 
had  said  about  Whitney,  in  a  converaation  held  aome* 
time  and  somewhere,  with  somebody,  about  some  things^ 
and  this  agency  among  the  rest!  Why,  sir,  it  waa  a 
most  outrageous  procedure  on  the  part  of  ttie  commit- 
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tee.  No  vender  the  ^entlemtn  tbinki  they  were 
**  ptcked."  How  could  a  reatomble  man  come  to  any 
other  conchuion? 

Well,  sir,  on  page  104  we  have  another  apecimen  of 
th«  illiberality  of  this  "  packed  majority,*'  who  have 
been  enj^^  in  lappreiaing  the  -truth  by  their  yotes. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  3VitB]  oiTered  to 
ask  a  withett  (Mr.  Coxe)  whether  he,  ai  attorney  for 
Mr.Whitney'a  creditors,  bad  not  Instttuted  tuitsBgainst 
Whitney  I  what  amount  Whitney  owedt  who  was  his 
bail)  whether  execution  had  been  issued  against  himi 
whether  Whitney  had  not  offered  to  compromise; 
whether  tie  had  not  threatened  to  put  his  property  out 
of  his  hands;  and,  finally,  to  whom  the  carriages,  furni- 
t«re,  8cc.  in  his  possession  belonged.  All  of  which  in- 
terrogatories were  voted  down  by  the  majority.  The 
<*  packed  majorhv''  could  not  understand  what  the 
Houae  wanted  with  such  information.  They  were  simple 
enough  to  suppose  that  the  amount  of  Mr.  Whitney's 
debts  was  a  matter  between  him  and  his  creditors;  that 
his  giving  bail,  and  threatening  to  put  his  property  out 
of  his  Iwnds,  (if  he  ever  did  so,)  were  occurrences  be- 
tween private  citizens,  which  not  unfrequently  hap- 
pen, and  with  which  the  legislative  and  executive 
departments  of  our  Qovemment  have  nothing  to  do. 
The  judiciary  aettles  aU  these  queations;  and  we  pro- 
pose to  leave  the  Uiwyers  and  judges  to  dispose  of  this 
caae  as  they  do  of  all  others  which  come  before  them. 
But  least  of  all  dtd  we  suppose  that  either  the  Congress 
or  people  of  the  United  SUtes  cared  whether  Mr.  Whit- 
ney rode  in  a  carriage  or  went  on  foot;  or,  if  he  did  ride, 
whether  the  carriage  belonged  to  himself  or  to  somebody 
else.  Not  less  surflrising,  however,  was  the  proposition 
to  ascertain  how  much  furniture  he  bad  in  his  house,  or 
to  whom  that  belonged.  Tea,  air,  we  were  about  to  take 
an  inventory  of  his  household  goods;  to  learn  how  many 
plates,  bov  many  knives  and  forks,  he  had,  and  what 
number  of  spoons  he  had  in  his  possession;  and  whether 
he  bad  paid  for  them  all  or  not!  What  a  dignified  and 
Btateamanlike  business  this  would  have  been  for  mem- 
bers  of  Congress.  Sir,  we  did  not  believe  that  we  had 
any  authority  to  make  such  examinations;  nay,  we  were 
satisfied  that  the  House  could  not,  under  our  constitu- 
tion, have  conferred  such  a  power,  if  it  had  tried;  and 
we  never  dreamed  that  this  body  would  condescend  so 
low  as  to  attempt  to  investigate  such  a  trivial  and  despi- 
cable subject  as  the  kitchen  furniture  of  a  private  citi- 
sen!  Yet,  fur  entertaining  these  opinions,  and  acting 
upon  them,  we  are  denounced  as  a  '*  packed  commit- 
tee!" 

Progressing  with  this  subject,  we  find,  on  page  tl6  of 
the  journal,  the  minority  inquired  whether  Mr.  Whitney 
did  not  write  part  of  the  President's  last  annual  message! 
On  pagea  118  and  123  we  find  them  asking  the  impor- 
tant question,  *<  For  whom  did  R.  M.  Whitney  election- 
eer during  the  last  presidential  campaign?"'  Was  he  for 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  for  General  Harrison,  Judge  White,  or 
Mr.  Webster?  Upon  page  120  the  minority,  it  appears, 
inquired  whether  this  agent  did  not  sometimes  write 
editoriala  for  the  Globe.  They  were  determined  to 
make  an  important  man  of  him,  in  spite  of  all  be  could 
do  to  the  contrary.  Whilst  he  was  watching  the  inter- 
ests  of  his  employers,  and  corresponding  with  them  upon 
subjects  connected  with  their  banking  operations,  the 
minority  were  determined  to  show  that  he  was  the  great 
necromancer  who,  unknown  and  unseen,  was  controlling 
aH  the  moneyed  operations  of  the  Government  by  secret 
'  movements  of  his  supernatural  skill.  But,  in  addition  to 
all  his  other  employments,  he  undertook  to  give  direc- 
tion to  public  opinion;  and,  for  that  purpose,  sometimes 
took  command  of  ''  the  great  Globe  itself."  These  in- 
terrogatories were  also  voted  down  by  the  majority  of 
^  commHtee. 


In  the  course  of  reading  and  observation,  I  have  had 
occasion  to  notice  a  number  of  most  remarkable  falls; 
but  none  has  ever  occurred  which  appeared  piore  extra- 
ordinary than  the  one  I  am  about  to  mention.  After 
these  interrogatories  which  1  have  just  mentioned,  can 
you  imagine,  sir,  what  followed?  Why,  the  mlnoriiy  in- 
quired where  Reuben  got  his  stationery!  Oh,  what  a 
failing  off  was  there,  my  countrymen!  From  making  a 
Chief  Magistrate,  writing  the  President's  message,  and 
conducting  the  official  organ,  down  to  a  few  quills  and 
a  quire  of^ paper!  But  they  were  not  satisfied  to  stop 
here.  They  next  inquired  who  paid  the  postage  on  bis 
letters;  and  whether  be  received  many  ••  free"  letters. 
To  ascertain  these  important  facts,  we  bad  the  messen- 
ger of  the  Treasury  Department  and  the  penny.post  of 
the  city  caNed  before  us.  The  former  swore,  that  when 
Mr.  Whitney  came  into  the  Treasury  Department  on  bu- 
siness, he  sometimes  used  the  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  on 
the  table  in  the  ante-room,  for  the  purpose  of  writing  a 
note  or  memorandum,  as  did  any  other  person  who  chos« 
to  do  so,  and  as  we  constantly^  see  done  in  all  our  publio 
offices.  The  latter  stated  that  Mr.  Whitney  got  a  good 
many  letters,  and  paid  the  postage  on  them  like  a  man! 
He  could  not  tell  us  bow  many  ''fret**  letters  were  rew 
ceived  by  the  agent  in  the  coarse  of  the  year.  The  tes- 
timony of  these  two  witnesses  will  be  read  with  deep  at- 
tention by  the  American  people!  They  disclose  impor- 
tant fkctP,  which  every  man  ought  to- understand.  Itja 
a  pity  the  penny-post  could  not  tell  us  how  many  «•  firee" 
letters  Mr.  Whitney  receives.  The  public  would  then 
have  been  satisfied.  This  is  a  point  upon  which  they 
must  feel  very  great  anxiety ! 

To  fatigue  the  committee  no  longer  with  detaila  which 
are  perfectly  familiar  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,*  I  will  close 
by  referring  gentlemen  to  pages  233  and  254,  where 
they  will  find  the  minority  inquiring  whether  Mr.  Whit- 
ney was  not  a  traitor  and  smuggler  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain;  whether  he  was  not  a  gambler,  and 
whether  he  had  not  at  some  former  period  kept  a  faro 
bank  for  the  accommodation  of  gamblers!  Or  course, 
these  inquiries  were  voted  down,  as  unauthorized  by  the 
resolution  of  the  House;  and,  to  use  the  language  of  the 
witness,  <*  inquisitorial"  in  their  character.  Occasionally 
some  members  of  the  jn»jorily  voted  with  (be  minority 
in  favor  of  questions  which  were  not  clearly  authorized 
by  the  resolution  of  the  House.  Tbey  were  inclined,  in 
whatever  could  be  deemed  a  doubtful  case,  to  lean  in  fa- 
vor of  investigation.  The  chairman,  [Mr.  Gariavd,] 
more  frequently  than  any  other  member,  voted  with  the 
minority.  Being  the  author  of  the  resolution,  he  found 
himself  in  a  delicate  poaition;  and,  desiring  to  leave  no 
ground  of  complaint  on  their  part,  he  voted  with  them 
much  oftener  than  any  other  member  of  the  majority. 
He  is  now  reaping  the  reward  of  his  liberality.  The 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Pbttov]  compliments 
him  for  the  honesty  and  candor  displayed  in  his  vote% 
but  is  utterly  astonished  at  the  report  which  be  has  pre- 
sented to  the  House.  In  other  words,  he  praises  his 
good  intentions,  but  laments  his  want  of  capacity  to  see 
the  force  and  bearing  of  the  testimony  which  has  been 
taken. 

I  have  thus  run  rapidly  over  a  number  of  cases  to 
ahow  the  character  of  the  interrogatories  which  the  mi- 
nority wished  to  submit  to  the  witnesses.  For  voting 
down  these  and  similar  questions,  we  are  now  charged 
with  illiberality !  Sir,  I  repel  the  insinuation,  as  entirely 
unwarranted  by  any  vote  we  have  given,  and  as  wholly 
unfounded  in  fact. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Psttoh]  some- 
times quotes  poetry;  and  on  the  present  occasion  has 

*Mr.  PisRcx,  of  New  Hampshire,  a  member  of  the  se- 
lect committee^  was  in  the  chair  during  this  debate. 
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drawn  an  allusion  from  Sbakspeare.  I  am  aure  the  gen- 
tleman owes  the  bard  no  malice,  and  yet  he  hat  e^re- 
gioualy  misrepresented  him.  When  an  orator  ta  driven 
from  facts  to  poetry,  to  obtain  weapons  for  his  cause, 
the  prospect  must  be  gloomy  {  but  if  he  should  fall  into 
errors,  even  with  his  poetry,  it  makes  the  case  assume  a 
still  more  unpromising  aspect.  He  who  innocently  mis- 
represents poetry  may,  with  the  same  good  intentions^ 
misrepresent  facts. 

The  gentleman  told  us  of  the  tall  precipice  upon 
which  King  Lear  stood,  and  viewed  men  walking  on  the 
beach  below,  who  looked  no  larger  than  mice!  Now,  sir, 
I  have  read  this  play  of  Sbakspeare,  and  have  found  no 
such  incident.  I  remember  that  the  Earl  of  Gloster, 
after  losing  both  his  eyes,  accidentally  met  his  own  son, 
without  knowing  him,  and  obtained  the  young  man's 
consent  to  conduct  him  to  the  cliffs  near  Dover;  from 
which  he  intended  to  throw  himself  and  put  an  end  to 
his  life.  The  son,  aware  of  his  intention,  and  determined 
to  save  him,  persuaded  his  father,  whilst  they  were  upon 
a  perfect  level,  that  they  were  climbing  a  hilli  and  at  a 
certain  point  convinced  him  that  they  were  upon  the 
brink  of  an  awful  precipice,  at  the  bottom  of  which  men 
appeared  no  larger  than  mice.  The  father  threw  him- 
self headlong  from  what  he  supposed  to  be  this  tall  cliff*, 
but  which  was  in  reality  a  level  plain;  and  the  son, 
changing  his  voice,  congratulated  him,  in  a  new  charac- 
ter, at  the  bottom  of  the  supposed  cliff,  upon  the  mirac- 
ulous preservation  of  his  life. 

Now,  I  can  easily  imagine  how  a  man  who  has  lost  both 
his  eyes  can  be  thus  imposed  upon;  but  how  a  gentleman 
of  ordinary  intelligence,  in  the  full  possession  of  all  his 
faculties,  can  mistake  a  level  plain  for  a  towering  moun- 
tain, or  a  fall  of  six  feet  for  one  of  several  thousand,  is 
to  me  wholly  inexplicable.  Still  it  may  be  so;  for  a  care- 
ful examination  of  our  proceedings  will  show  that  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  fallen  into  errors  quite 
as  gross  as  those  attributed  by  the  poet  to  the  blind  Earl 
of  Gloster. 

I  will  close  my  observations  by  expressing  the  hope 
that  the  evils  which  the  gentleman  so  clearly  foresees 
may  never  appear  to  any  eye  but  his  own,  or,  if  they  do, 
that  the  hand  of  a  kind  Providence  may  avert  them  from 
pur  cquntry,  and  allow  us  to  remsin  a  free,  a  happy,  and 
a  united  people.  ^ 

When  Mr.  Hamer  sat  down, 

Mr.  WISE  replied  in  a  speech  of  considerable  length, 
which  continued  until  daylight  pierced  into  the  lighted 
hall. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  said  that,  though  he  was  not  accus- 
tomed to  making  long  speeches  in  this  House,  he  had 
taken  notes  of  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see) [Mr.  FxTTOir,]  and  had  intended  to  reply  to  him  at 
length.  But  as  it  was  near  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  as  much  impatience  had  been  manifested  by  t|ie  few 
members  remaining  in  the  House,  he  felt  that  he  should 
be  doing  injustice,  both  to  himself  and  them,  to  com- 
mence a  speech  at  that  time.  He  would  also  add  that 
all  necessity  for  it  had  been  obviated  by  the  able  vindi- 
cation, by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  HiMan,]  of 
the  majority  of  the  select  committee,  and  oflhe  resolves 
which  they  adopted,  as  the  result  of  its  investigation,  un- 
der the  order  of  the  House.  He  wished,  however,  to 
say  a  word  or  two  in  relation  to  that  part  of  the  gentle- 
man's c^marks  which  applied  to  himself  personally.  And 
he  said  he  must  confess  that,  at  some  of  tliose  remarks, 
he  felt  that  degree  of  indignation  which  every  honest 
man  should  feel,  when  he  considered  his  veracity  ques- 
tioned. But  he  was  happy  to  be  relieved  from  the  , 
pressure  of  these  feelinccs  by  the  subsequent  qualifica- 
tion of  his  [Mr.  Pettoh's]  remarks. 
.  [Mr.  PsTToir  again  rose,  and  said  that  he  wished  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood  that  be  had  not,  in  any  remai  ks 


he  had  made,  intended  to  impute  wrong  motives  to  tha 
gentleman  from  Maine.] 

Mr.  F.  said  he  was  glad  of  the  explanation,  and 
felt  bound  to  suppress  the  remarks  that  be  bad  at  fint 
intended  to  make.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  bad  questioned  the  accuracy  of 
his  (Mr.  F's)  recollection,  and  the  probability  of  his 
having  used  the  epithets  which  had  been  attributed  to 
him  in  the  testimony  of  Mr.  F.,  he  felt  it  to  be  hia 
duly  to  say  a  word  in  reply.  He  would  not  advert  to 
those  circumstances  which  went,  in  hia  estimation,  to 
render  it  probable  that  those  epithets  had  been  used, 
for  it  might  perhaps  excite  feelings  which  he  bad  much 
rather  see  allayed.  He  had  no  unkind  feelings  to  be 
gratified  towards  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  or  an/ 
other  human  being.  He  would,  however,  inquire  for  a 
moment  into  the  relative  positions  occupied  by  himself 
and  that  gentleman.  It  had  been  said  that  it  was 
strange  he  (Mr.  F.^  should  have  sat  down  and  commit- 
ted such  a  string  or  epithets  to  writing.  The  reason  for 
committing  his  recollection  of  the  facts  to  writing  had 
been  fully  explained  in  his  testimony,  and  he  trusted  thst 
they  would  be  deemed  satisfactory  to  every  candid 
mind.  He  had  understood  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Wisx]  had,  while  he  (Mr.  F.)  was  not 
present,  made  a  statement  of  facts  aa  to  the  unhappy  oc- 
currence in  the  committee  room  between  Mr.  P.  and 
Mr.  Whitney,  and  had  called  on  the  other  members  of 
the  committee  to  make  statements  also.  Not  knowing 
how  soon  or  under  what  circumstances  he  might  be 
called  on  to  make  his  own  sUtement,  he  (Mr.  F.) 
thought  it  would  be  well,  while  the  facts  were  fresh  in 
his  recollection,  to  put  them  upon  paper.  He  did  so  with- 
out consultation  with  any  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee; and  feeling  an  anxiety,  which  he  thought  would 
be  natural  to  all  under  similar  circumstances,  to  know 
how  far  the  recollection  of  others  corresponded  with  his 
own,  he  had  shown  it  to  several  of  the  other  members 
of  the  committee;  and,  as  he  had  atated  in  his  testimony, 
was  pleased  to  find  that  he  was  supported  by  them.  If 
there  was  any  thing  wrong  in  all  this,  he  could  not  see  it. 
It  certainly  was  not  done  in  a  spirit  of  unkindoess  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  or  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisx;]  and,  with  his  present  views,  he 
should  do  the  same  again.  The  principal  question, 
however,  was,  as  to  the  truth  of  this  statement;  or,  rather, 
in  reference  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, as  to  the  probability  of  its  correctness.  And 
here  he  would  ask  if  it  had  not  been  fortified  and  con- 
firmed by  the  testimony  of  the  gentlemen  from  Alabama, 
Ohio,  and  New  York?  There  certainly  was  no  contra- 
diction between  them  in  the  slightest  particular.  And, 
in  regard  to  the  testimony  of  the  chairman,  [Mr.  Gar- 
LAHD,]  who  had  been  called  by  Mr.  W.  his  witness,  he 
(Mr.  F.)  would  ask  if  there  was  not  a  substantial  agree- 
ment with  all  the.  other  witnesses?  Now,  what  Is  there 
against  all  this  concurrent  testimony?  The  recollection 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tenneasee,  who  was  a  party  to  the 
transaction.  He  (  Mr .  F.)  would  ask  the  House  to  recur  to 
the  statement  of  the  transaction  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  on  the  4th  of  February  last,  and  see 
how  it  would  compare  with  the  testimony  of  the  chair- 
man, who  had  been  called  by  him  as  a  witness.  It  was 
to  be  supposed  that  it  was  intended  for  a  full  statement; 
one  coittaining  the  whole  truth;  and  yet  how  very  far 
does  it  fall  short  of  the  testimony  of  the  chairman,  conn- 
prising  scarcely  a  tithe  of  it,  to  say  nothing  of  the  testi- 
mony of  the  other  witnesses.  And  now,  standing  thus,  may 
rt  not  well  be  inquire^]  whether  the  attempt  comes  with 
a  very  good  grace  from  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
to  impugn  the  accuracy  of  his  (Mr.  F's)  recollection? 
But,  however  that  may  be,  he  was  willing  that  this 
House  and  the  country  should  decide  |>etween  theai. 
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.  He  would  not  question  the  motires  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee — the  inquiry  was  simply  as  to  the  accu- 
racy of  recollection.  And  he  would  also  here  take  oc- 
casion to  say,  with  the  gfentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr. 
Mabtiit,]  that  he  did  not  impugn  the  moiiyes  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  in  regard  to  the  investiga- 
tion which  had  been  principally  prosecuted  by  him 
through  the  select  committee.  He  had  no  doubt  but 
that  the  gentleman  had  been  misled  and  deceived.  Thst 
be  had  been  acting  on  information  which  had  turned 
out  to  be  false.  Arm  here  he  must  be  permitted  to  say, 
)iot withstanding  the  strong  expressions  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  that  he  did  not  see  how  any  one,  un« 
biased  by  political  considerations,  could  find  any  con- 
firmation of  the  resolves  adopted  by  the  committee,  in 
the  evidence  in  the  casei  that,  for  his  part,  he  could  not 
see  how  any  one  could  come  to  any  other  conclusion 
from  the  evidence,  unless  he  were  laboring  under  some 
strange  hallucination  of  mind.  But  as  the  members  were 
worn  down  and  almost  exhausted,  having  been  in  session 
about  nineteen  hours,  he  would  forbear  entering  more 
fully  into  the  subject. 

Mr.  PEYTON  then  made  some  few  remarks,  in  reply 
to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Pxttoit  was  then  disa- 
greed to. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  moved  an  amendment, 
providing  that  the  money  which  shall  be  in  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  Ist  of  January,  1838,  shall  be  deposited  with 
the  several  States.  Lost. 

Mr.  LAfVRENCE  moved  an  amendment,  raising  the 
salaries  of  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENO,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  to  the  Housr. 

The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  and  the  chair- 
man having  reported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD, 

The  House  adjourned,  at  5  o'clock  A.  M. 

Fbidat,  March  3. 
FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS  PRIOR  TO  1800. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  that  he  was  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Aifairs,  to  which  were  referred 
numerous  memorials  from  claimants  for  French  spolia- 
tions prior  to  1800,  to  move  that  a  list  of  those  claimants, 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
House.  It  had  been  asserted,  by  those  opposed  to  the 
claims,  that  they  were  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  specula- 
tors, who  had  purchased  them  at  a  small  price,  and  were 
therefore  not  entitled  to  as  much  justice  as  the  original 
sufferers  would  have  been.  The  committee  had  en- 
deavored to  classify  the  petitiqnerst  and  the  result  would 
'show  that  there  was  little  or  no  foundation  for  this  opin- 
ion. W^hcn  the  names  should  be  printed,  he  hoped  the 
members  of  the  House  would  test  its  accuracy  by  exam- 
ining the  names  of  the  claimants  in  the  several  Slates. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  would  add,  upon  his  individual  respon- 
sibility as  a  member  of  this  House,  thai,  from  a  labori- 
ous investigation,  he  was  satisfied  of  the  intrinsic  justice 
of  these  claims,  and  believed  that  they  must  and  would 
be  paid  at  some  time  or  other.  As  far  as  his  voice  could 
reach,  he  encouraged  the  claimants  to  persevere,  and 
not  suffer  their  energy  to  be  overcome  by  the  long  de- 
lay which  had  been  heretofore  painfully,  and,  be  would 
add,  unjustly  experienced. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  list: 

Abatract  of  petitioners  on  account  of  French  spoliations 
prior  to  1800,  and  whose  memorials  are  now  before 
Congress,  viz: 

From  the  SUte  of  Maine,         -  -  -  69 

Do  New  Hampshire,     -  -  68 


From  the  State  of  Vermont,     - 

Do  Massachusetts 

Do  Rhode  Island, 

Do  Connecticut, 

Do  New  York, 

Do  New  Jersey, 

Do  Penny  Ivania, 

Do  Delaware,    - 

Do  Maryland,     - 

Do  District  of  Columbia, 

Do  Virginia, 

Do  North  Carolina,  ' 

Do  South  Carolina, 

Do  Georgia, 

Do  Kentucky,    - 

Do  Ohio, 

Do  Alabama,     - 

Do  Mississippi, 

Do  Louisiana,    - 

Do  Missouri, 

Do  Indiana, 

Total. 


2 

262 

25 

60 

101 

4 

106 

5 

124 

20 

49 

25 

27 

3 

3 

6 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

956 


And  the  following  appears  to  be  a  proper  classifica- 
tion of  the  above-stated  petitioners,  viz: 

Petitions  of  original  claimants  in  their  own  right,      445 

"""  ik 

o 


Do 

of  administrators, 

107^ 

Do 

of  executors. 

113 

Do 

for  heirs. 

37 

Do 

for  estates. 

45 

Do 

as  surviving  partners. 

79 

Do 

as  guardians, 
widows  for  estates. 

2 

Do 

4 

Do 

as  assignees  of  bankrupts 
and  as  trustees  of  in- 

solvents. 

52 

J)o 


Do 

Do 
Do 


of  insurance  companies,  as  assignees  of 
original,  claimants,  for  losses  covered 
by  insurance,  ... 

of  original  claimants,  <*for  self  and 

others,"      -  -  -  - 

do  do  ••  by  attorney," 

do  do  **  by  agent,"    • 

Total,  .  .  -  - 


439 


18 

13 
23 
18 

956 


The  motion  of  Mr.  H.  was  agreed  to,  without  a  divis- 
ion. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolution  al- 
lowing  members  to  lay  such  petitions  as  were  in  their 
possession,  and  which  they  desired  to  present,  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  that  they  be  entered  on  the  journal)  but  it  was 
objected  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELKNG,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  were  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  entitled  «  An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
4he  Treasury  to  compromise  the  claim  of  the  United 
SUtes  on  the  Alleghany  Bank  of  Pennsylvania^"  and  the 
same  having  been  brought  into  the  House, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  proposed  a  substitute)  which 
was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill,  having  been  engrossed,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  title  of  the  substitute  was  as  follows:  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  proper  officer  of  the  Treasury  Department 
to  credit  the  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  with  the  amount  of  unavailable  funds,  &c." 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Martin 
Kingsbury.    Read  twice»  and  committed. 
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Mr.  WISE,  from  the  select  committee  appointed  to 
tnqoire  into  the  condition  of  the  various  executive  de- 
pirtments,  presented  the  reports  of  the  majority  and 
minority  oif  that  oommittee,  and  also  the  views  of  an  in- 
dividual member  of  the  committee,  which  he  moved  to 
lay  on  the  table,  and  that  the  reports,  journal  of  the 
committee,  and  accompanying  document?,  be  printed  i 
which  was  sg^reed  to. 

On  ipotion  of  Mr.  INGERSOLL.  5,000  extra  copies  of 
the  report  and  documents  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH,  from  ibe  select  committee  on  the 
subj^t  of  banks,  made  a  final  report  thereon;*  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  BRIGGS,  on  leave,  submitted  a  resolution  to  pay 
the  little  boys  an  extra  compensation,  (of  $250  for  the 
session, )  in  addition  to  their  pay  of  $1  50  a  day;  when, 
after  being  amended  so  as  to  include  messengers  and 
others,  on  motions  of  Messrs.  WARDWELL,  GRRN- 
NELL,  and  BELL,  and  after  some  remarks  froip 
Messrs.  McLENE,  CONNOR,  HARPER,  RENCHER, 
and  A.  H.  8HBPPERD, 

Mr.  RENCHER  moved  that  the  Clerk  be  directed  to 
pay  them  #100  extra.  And,  after  some  remarka  from 
Mr.  McKENNAN, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  the  previous  question t 
but  subsequently  withdrew  it;  and  the  subject  being  fur- 
ther discussed, 

Mr.  HOWELL  moved  to  lay  the  resolution,  as  modi* 
fied  and  amended,  on  the  table,  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  that  motion;  but  the  House  refused  to  order 
them,  and  also  refused  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  then  demanded  the  previous  ques* 
tion;  which  was  seconded— yeas  85,  iiaya43— and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolkia,  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions;  but  they 
were  refused,  and  the  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  proceed 4o  the  orders 
of  the  day,  being  the  consideration  of  the  appropriation 
bills. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for 
the  pur-pose  of  submitting  a  resolution  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  rescind  the  16th 
joint  rule  of  the  two  Houses,  so  as  to  send  to  the 
Senate  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  selection  and  purchase 
of  sites  for  marine  hospitals  on  the  Western  waters;  but 
the  motion  was  rejected,  without  a  count. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  yesr  183T,  as  amended  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House. 

Several  of  the  amendments,  as  amended,  were  con- 
curred in. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended  by  the 
House,  providing  for  an  increase  of  compensation  to  the 
clerks  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  of  the  libra- 
rians of  Congress,  similar  in  amount  to  that  given  by 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  clerks  in  the  de- 
partments, coming  up  for  concurrence^ 

AfXer  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  W.  THOMPSON, 
RENCHER,  and  LAWRENCE, 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  concur- 
red in. 

The  other  portions  of  this  amendment  having  been 
concurred  in, 

Mr.  RENCHER  moved  a  further  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  providing  that  no  extra  allowance  ahould  be 
given  for  any  extra  services  performed  by  the  said  clerks 
under  any  law  or  reaolution  of  Congress;  which  was 
agreed  to. 


The  amendment  of  the  Senate  increasing  the  salary  of 
the  Surveyor.General  of  Arkansas  from  f  1,500  to  |2,000, 
and  which  had  been  non-concurr^  in  by  the  CommiUe* 
of  the  Whole  House,  coming  up^ 

The  House  non-concurred  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  concur- 
red in. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  increasing  the  compen- 
sation of  the  clerks  in  the  Surveyor  General's  of&ce  in 
Arkansas  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  increasing  the  aoKmnt 
appropriated  for  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  inter- 
course from  $13,000  to  |30,000  was  debated  by  Messrs. 
HOWARD,  JENIFER,  and  A.  H.  SHEPPERD,  and 
was  finally  concurred  in. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  appropriating  $4,300 
for  extra  clerk  hire  in  the  ofiice  of  the  Secretary  of  tbo 
Senate,  after  some  remarka  from  Messrs.  C.  JOHNSON 
and  CAMBRELENG,  was  disagreed  to. 

The  amendment  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  employ,  in  lieu  of  the  clerks  now  employed,  one 
chief  clerk  with  a  aalary  of  $3,000,  one  other  clerk  at 
$1,000,  two  at  $1,600,  and  three  at  $1,500,  waa  disa- 
greed to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  concurring  with  the 
Senate  in  their  amendments,  as  amended, 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON,  after  some  remarks  in  opposi- 
tion,  asked  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  concurrence  in  that 
portion  of  the  amendment,  as  amended,  which  provides 
for  the  increase  of  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  in  the 
Depsrtments  of  State  and  War,  of  the  clerks  to  both 
Houses  of  Congresa,  and  of  the  librarians  theretoi  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  HOWELL  said  he  was  informed  that  it  had  been 
the  practice  with  some  of  the  heada  of  bureaus,  that  were 
allowed  a  number  of  extra  clerks  at  $1,000  per  annum, 
to  hire  clerks  at  less  sums,  and  pocket  the  excess  them- 
selves. 

Now,  if  this  were  so,  it  proved  that  an  increase^  of 
their  salaries  was  unnecessary,  and  that  as  good  clerks 
as  we  now  have  could  be  obtained  at  the  present  rates. 

I  would  inquire  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Wisi]  if  he  has  any  evidence  of  the  facts  re- 
ferred to. 

Mr.  WISE  replied  that  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  various  exec* 
utive  departments,  made  this  morning,  would  show  a 
report  or  Amos  Kendall  and  John  P.  Van  Ness,  oommia- 
sioners  appointed  by  authority  of  the  President  of  th« 
United  States,  in  the  year  1833,  to  take  testimony  and 
report  thereon  in  relation  to  certain  charges— commis- 
sioners,  by  the  by,  who  issued  subpoenaa  In  the  form  of 
••requests"  to  witnesses-*which  report  of  these  com* 
missioners  purported  to  prove  the  fact  that  it  has  been 
the  practice,  in  one  at  least,  and  he  believed  it  says  in 
all  the  departments,  up  to  a  late  period,  to  take  the 
sum  of  salaries  for  subordinate  clerks,  to  pay  these 
clerks  much  less  than  was  allowed  by  law,  and  to  divide 
the  surplus  among  the  superior  clerks  or  heads  of  oiBcea 
and  bureaus.  For  instance,  three  subordinate  clerka 
had  been  allowed  by  law  $1,000  each— ^,000  in  the 
aggregate  I  this  gross  sum  would  be  taken  by  the  supe- 
rior; and,  in  one  instance,  the  inferior  $1,000  clerk  waa 
paid  but  $35  per  month,  leaving  $700  out  of  the  $1,000 
to  be  divided  among  the  chief  clerksi  portions  of  which 
were  actually  so  divided,  adding  to  their  greatef  salaries 
and  taking  from  the  lesser.  Such  was  said  not  to  be  the 
practice  now;  as  to  that,  this  deponent  saith  not.  The 
report  will  speak  for  itself. 

The  subject  was  further  debsted  by  Messrs.  HAMER, 
C.  JOHNSON,  RENCHER,  HARDIN,  and  A.  MANN. 
'  Mr.  HUNTSMAN  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER  Sftid  the  effect  would  be  to  bring  dl- 
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rectly  before  tbe  Houie  the  question  on  eoncurring  with 
the  Senite  in  the  amendments  which  had  not  been  act- 
ed on  by  the  House. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  withdrew  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
yious  question. 

Mr.  TURRILL  renewed  it/  And  the  nuiin  question 
was  ordered  now  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  for  a  divi- 
•ion  of  the  question,  so  as  to  take  the  question  separate- 
ly on  the  4th  section  above  referred  tO{  which  was  or- 
dered. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  concurring  in  the 
remainder  of  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended 
by  the  House,  the  same  was  concurred  in. 

And  the  question  on  concurrence  in  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  in  the  4th  section,  as  amended,  was  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  afHrmative:  Yess  100,  nays  83. 

So  tbe  amendment  was  concurred  in.^ 

FORTfFICATION  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  sppropriittions  for  certain  fortifications,  and  for 
other  purposes,  for  the  year  1837;  which  said  bill  bad 
been  returned  from  the  Senate,  witii  a  message  that 
that  body  insisted  on  its  amendment,  by  which  the 
amendment  of  this  House,  providing  for  the  distribution 
of  such  surplus  revenue  as  might  remain  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  reserv- 
iii^  five  millions  of  dollars,  according  to  the  provisions 
orthe  act  to  regulate  the  public  deposites,  approved 
June  33,  1836,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BELL,  after  a  few  introductory  remarks,  urging 
tbe  propriety  and  necessity  of  the  motion  he  was  about 
to  make,  moved  that  the  House  insist  on  its  disagree- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion t  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HAYNCS  said  he  regretted  exceedingly  that  the 
late  period  of  the  session  placed  it  out  of  his  power,  with 
due  regard  to  the  proper  legislation  of  the  House,  to  ex- 
press the  views  he  entertained  on  this  momentous  sub- 
ject. But,  under  the  eircurnsfances  which  aurrounded 
bim,  he  would  conBne  himself  to  a  reply  to  the  brief  ob- 
servations of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bell.] 
That  gentleman  had  adverted  to  the  fact  that  questions 
of  revenue  fall  peculiarly  within  the  province  of  this 
House.  But  what  is  the  question  we  sre  now  called 
upon  to  decide f  It  does  not  relate  either  to  the  crea- 
tion or  ord-nary  expenditure  of  the  revenue.  It  is, 
whether  this  House  shall  insist  upon  retaining  their  prop- 
osition  to  distribute  to  or  deposite  with  the  States  a 
large  portion  of  the  public  revenue.  Upon  such  a  ques- 
tion the  Senate  was  peculiarly  qualified  to  decide,  as 
they  represent  the  very  States  with  which  the  propo- 
sition of  the  House  provides  to  deposite  the  public 
money.  If  there  is  any  body  on  the  face  of  the  ^arth 
peculiarly  qualified  to  decide  such  a  question,  it  is  the 
Senate.  And  if  that  body  ever  made  a  decision  espe- 
cially entitled  to  respect,  it  is  the  decision  now  in  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  HUNTSM/Vff  demanded  the  previous  question* 
which  was  seconded  by  the  House. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  BELL,  by  leave,  explained  to  the  House  that  the 
mdtion  made  by  him  was  the  mildest  and  roost  respectful 
course  that  could  be  taken  to  the  other  body^ 

And  the  main  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided 
AS  follows: 

Ye4S — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Alfen^ 
jBailey,  Bell,  Bon(<,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bunch, 
JohnCalhoon,  William  B.  Caltiouni  Campbell,  Carter,  Ca- 
sey, George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Childs,  Nathan- 
iel H  Claiborne,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing, 
Darlington,  Djiwson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans, 
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Everett,  Fowler,  French,  Rice  Garland,  Graham,  Gran- 
ger,  Grayson^  Grifiin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hawes,  Hazeliine,  Hiester,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hop- 
kins, Howell,  Hunt,  IngersoU,  William  Jackson,  Janes» 
Henry  Johnson,  Kennon,  Kijgore,  L'tne,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
Thomas  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon, 
Job  Mann,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCarty,  Mc- 
Comas,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Mor- 
ris, Parker,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts, 
Reed,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Robertson, 
Russell,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  S4vepperd, 
Slade»  Sloane,  Spangl^r,  Standefer,  Storer,  Sutherland, 
Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Underwood,  Vinton, 
Washington,  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams— 106. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean, 
Black,  fidvee,  Boyd,  Burns,  Cambreleng,  Chapman, 
Chapin,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cush- 
man,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Fairfield,  Farlin, 
Fry,  Fuller,  Galbraith,  James  Garland)  Gholson,  Glas- 
cock, Haley,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Albert  G.  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington, 
Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  John- 
son, John  W.  Jones,  Klingensmilh,  Lansing,  Lawler, 
Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lu- 
cas, Abijah  Mann,  .Martin,  William  Mason,  Moses  Ms- 
son,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Muh- 
lenberg, Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin  Pierce, 
Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phelp«,  Pinckney,  Joseph  Reyno'da, 
Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Tur- 
rillfc  Vanderpoel,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Thomas  T.  Whittle- 
^y.  Yell— 88. 

So  the  House  insisted  on  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate. 

OLD  HARBOR  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
generally,  (Mr.  Smith  in  the  chair;}  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr^ SMITH,  the  committee  took  up  the 
bill  to  provide  for  certain  harbors,  and  for  the  removal  of 
obstructions  in  and  at  the  mouths  of  certain  rivers,  and 
for. other  purposes,  for  the  year  1837.  / 

The  pending  question  l^as  on  concurring  with  the  Sen- 
ate in  certain  amendments  made  thereto;  the  first  of 
which  waa  in  relation  to  the  Delaware  breakwater. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  by  adding  an  appropriation  of 
175,000  fbr  a  marine  hospital  at  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  FRENCH  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
adding  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  marine  hos- 
pitals on  the  Western  waters;  which  was  agreed  to:  Yeas 
80,  nays  4^. 

Mr.  LYON  moved  further  to  amend  the  proposed 
amendment  by  appropriating  $10,000  for  a  marine  hos- 
pital in  the  city  of  Mobile. 

Mr.  L.  insisted  that  the  same  reasons  which  had  been 
urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  JohnsostJ 
i  in  support  of  his  amendment,  applied  with  eqtial  force 
to  Mobile.  That  city  was  known  to  be  increasing  in 
population,  wealth,  and  business,  with  great  rapidity. 
It  was  situated  in  a  climate  regarded  as  somewhat  un- 
healthy at  certain  seasons,  but  its  immense  trade  required 
the  employment  of  seamen  and  boatmen  at  all  seasons  of 
the  year;  and  if  hospitals  were  to  be  provided  for  sick 
seamen  and  boatmen,  at  the  expense  of  the* Government, 
at  any  points,  he  regarded  the  Southern  cities  as  the 
places  most  entitled  to  notice.  The  amount  he  had  pro- 
posed was  small|«andhe  hoped  his  amendment  would 
not  be  rejected.  The  amendment  prevailed,  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  moved  a  general  appropriation   of 
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f  150,000,  to  cover  a  suBpention  of  the  twenty  per  cent, 
hospital  money  for  one  yean  which,  after  lome  remarks 
from  Messrs.  PIHLLIPS,  CRAIG,  PINCKNEY*  and 
PARKER,  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  75,  nays  52. 

Mr,  McKAY  moved  a  further  amendment  appropri- 
vXfnfc  $15,000  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at 
Portland,  Maine,  $10,000  for  one  at  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina,  and  a  like  sum  for  one  at  Newport,  Rhode  Is- 
land.    Lost. 

Mr.  LOVE  proposed  a  sum  of  $50,000  for  the  pur. 
chase  of  a  site  and  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at 
Buffalo,  New  York.     Lost,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  JAR  VIS  then  moved  a  proviso  that  the  expendi- 
tures for  the  purchase  of  sites  and  the  erection  of  marine 
hospitals  at  New  Orleans  and  Mobile  should  not  exceed 
the  sums  appropriatedi  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  JoBvaoB,  as  amended,  was 
then  concurred  in. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  moved  a  proviso  that  one  of  the  hos- 
pitals to  be  erected  on  the  Mississippi  should  be  at  Mem- 
phis, Tennessee,  and  thai  $20,000  be  appropriated  for 
that  purpose.     Lost. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate, 88  amended,  after  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  CHILDS, 
HUNTSMAN,  JOHNSON  of  Louisiana,  and  CRAIG,  it 
was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  a  verbal  amend- 
ment to  the  clause  appropriating  $55,000  for  continuing 
the  improvement  of  Cumberland  river  in  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee!  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Senate  considered  was  the 
one  appropriating  the  sum  of  $300,000  for  the  benefit  of 
the  citizens  of  Alexandria,  District  of  Columbia,  to  aid 
them  in  completing  their  public  works,  and  for  debts  al- 
ready incurred  thereon. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  an  amendment  pro- 
viding for  the  protection  of  the  harbor  of  Georgetown, 
by  prohibiting  obstructiona  being  thrown  therein. 

Mr.  BOULDINsaid  he  knew  there  were  but  few  hours 
left  to  transact  business  this  session.  He  knew  that  we 
are  the  guardians  of  the  people  of  this  District.  He 
knew  that,  of  all  the  hours  devoted  to  others  during  the 
•esaion,  or  thrown  away,  not  one  bad  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
the  District.  As  a  member  of  the  committee,  he  felt  that 
the  people  of  Alexandria  had  a  right  to  expect  him  to 
do  and  to  say  what  he  could  for  them.  But  what  could 
he  do,  or  what-time  did  he  have  to  say  any  thing  in  their 
behalf^  None.  He  would  only  say  that  he  had  exam- 
ined into  the  matter.  He  knew  nothing  of  such  works  of 
bis  own  knowledge;  but  he  had  inquired  into  their  griev- 
ances, and  reviewed  the  legislation  of  Congreas  in  rela- 
tion to  Alexandris.  He  would  be  held  responsible  for 
the  correctness  of  the  opinion,  that  Alexandria  had  suf- 
fered not  only  neglect  in  the  little  attention  the  District 
had  ever  got  from  Congrr as,  but,  when  compared  with 
the  balance  of  ihe  District,  nctual  injustice. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  CAVE  JOHNSON, 
W.  B.  SHEPARD,  VINTON,  and  MERCER,  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  so  amended,  was  then 
concurred  in:  Yeas  81,  nays  49. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  an  amendment  declaring 
Logansport,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  a  port  of  entry,  and 
appropriating  a  sum  of  $50,000  for  th^  removal  of  ob- 
structions in  the  navigation  of  the  Great  Wabash  river. 
Lost. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the 
House. 

JUDICIAL  SYSTEM  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMAS,  the  committee  then  took 
up  the  Senate  bill  entitled  •<  An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  (he  j'udicial  ftystem  of 
.u-  TT^it^d  States." 


Mr.  ROBERTSON  moved  a  substitute  for  the  wholo 
bill,  being  the  House  bill,  and  went  on,  at  some  length, 
to  explain  its  provisions. 

Mr.  POLK  followed,  in  support  of  the  original  bill^ 
when  Mr.  THOMAS  obtained  the  floor. 

The  hour  of  three  having  arrived,  the  committee  rose, 
and  the  House  took  the  usual  recess  till  half  past  four 
o'clock. 

[Previous  to  the  recess,  a  message  was  received  from 
the  Senate,  stating  that  that  bod^  insisted  on  its  amend* 
ment  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  forti- 
fications, and  for  other  purposes,  for  the  year  1S37,  and 
asking  the  appointment  of  a  eommittee  of  conference  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  to  meet  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate^  and  which  consisted  of  Messrs. 
Wbiqht,  Pabxbb,  and  Wbbstbb] 

EVXBIBO  Ssssiov. 

On  the  reassembling  of  the  House,  it  went  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  judiciary 
system  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  substitute  offered  by 

Mr.  ROBXBTCOB. 

The  debate  waa  continued  by  Measrs.  THOMAS, 
ROBERTSON,  HOAR,  BELL,  and  LINCOLN,  when 
the  amendirent  of  Mr.  Robxbtsob  waa  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  moved  an  ame;idment  to  change  tb« 
time  of  meeting  at  Williamsport,  PennsylvanlBt  which 
was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  afler  some  remarks, 
moved  an  amendment  making  a  change  in  the  sixth  ju- 
dicial district.  Loat. 

Mr.  G.  then  moved  an  amendment  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a  judge  for  the  western  district  of  Lou- 
isiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WARD  WELL,  the  committee  rots 
and  reported  the  two  bills  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  and  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  having  reported  the  harbor  and 
judiciary  bills  to  the  House, 

The  harbor  bill  was  taken  up,  and  the  Speaker  pro- 
pounded the  question  on  concurring  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  their  amendmenta  thereto. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  demanded  the  previous 
question,  but  subsequently  withdrew  it. 

The  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  were 
then  agreed  to,  and  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  as 
so  amended,  were  also  concurred  in. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  to  amend  the  judi- 
ciary system  of  the  United  States,  on  which 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  the  previous  questioni  which 
was  seconded:  Yeas  111,  nays  not  counted.  And  the 
main  question  was  ordered,  without  a  diviaion. 

Mr.  GARI.AND,  of  Louisiana,  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  main  question,  but  the  House  refused  them. 
And  the  bill  waa  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  without  a 
count,  and  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McRENNAN,  the  House  took  up 
the  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  4>ill  to  continue  the 
Cumberland  road|  which  were  concurred  in. 

T|;ie  House  then  took  up  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  fortificationa* 
which  the  Senate  had  returned  to  the  Houae,  insisting 
on  their  amendment,  and  asking  a  conference. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  a  committee  of  conference, 
consisting  of  five  (amended  to  three)  members,  was  ap- 
j  pointed  on  the  part  of  the  House;  and  Mr.  Bbxi,  Mr. 
I  Lawbbbcb,  and  Mr.  Caxbbxlbbo,  were  appointed  said 
i  committee. 
i  THANKS  TO  THE  SPEAKER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MUHLENBERG,  (Mr.  Pibbcb,  of 
New  Hampshire,  then  temporarily  occupying  the  chair,) 
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Resolved,  unarUmotufy,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House 
be  presented  to  the  honorable  Jamxs  K.  Polk,  for  the 
able,  dii^nifted,  and  iinp«rtial  manner  with  which  be  has 
presided  over  its  deliberations,  and  performed  the  ardu* 
ous  and  important  duttes  of  the  Chair. 

L1GHT.H0USE3. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Smith  in  the 
chair,)  and  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  making^  ap- 
propriations for  li|^ht*house«,  light-boats,  beacon-lights, 
buoys.  Sec,  for  the  year  1837. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through,  a  variety  of 
amendments  were  submittea,  most  of  which  were  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill,  on  the  ground,  he  said,  of  the  incon- 
gruity of  the  body  of  the  bill  with  the  second  section 
thereof.  The  second  section  was  In  the  following 
words: 

**  Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaeted^  That  none  of  the 
light-houses,  beacon-lights,  or  buoys,  the  erection  or 
construction  of  which  is  provided  for  in  the  preceding 
section,  shall  be  commenced  until  an  examination  shall 
have  been  made,  under  the  authority  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether 
the  proper  site  has  been  selected,  and  whether  public 
oonvenience.demands  the  erection  or  construction  there- 
of. And  in  every  case  in  which  such  construction  shall 
not,  after  due  examination,  appear  to  him  to  be  de- 
manded by  public  convenience,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
report  the  facts  appearing  in  every  such  case  to  the  next 
Congress." 

Mr.  D.  then  commented,  with  considerable  warmth, 
upon  the  inconsistency  of  this  clause  with  the  body  of 
the  bill,  which  positively  located  the  works  in  question. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  PRARCE 
of  Rhode  Island  and  UNDEIiWOOD,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
DiriTLAT  was  rejected,  and  the  bill  was  laid  aside,  to  be 
reported  to  the  House. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  WARD  then  moved  that  the  committee  take  up 
the  Senate  bill  to  increase  the  military  establishment  oT 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposesi  which  was 
agreed  tot  Yeas  74,  nays  65. 

The  bill  was  then  read,  and  taken  up  by  sections. 

[The  provisions  and  details  of  this  bill  are  given  in  the 
debates  in  the  Senate.] 

Mr.  HAWES  offered  a  proviso  that  no  officer  should 
be  appointed  from  the  graduates  of  the  West  Point 
Academy. 

Mr.  H.  was  proceeding  to  address  the  committee 
on  his  amendment,  when  he  gave  way  to  enable  the 
Speaker  to  resume  the  chair,  and  sign  some  enrolled 
bills. 

'fortification  bill— distribution  of  the 

SURPLUS. 

Mr.  BELL  then  asked  the  general  consent  of  the 
House  to  make  a  report  from  the  committee  of  confer* 
ence. 

Leave  being  granted, 

Mr.  BELL  rose  and  said:  Mr.  Speaker:  The  com- 
mittee of  conference  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
House  to  meet  a  similar  committee  appointed  by  the 
Senate,  on  their  motion,  up6n  the  subject  of  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  in  relation  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  which  proposed  to  strike  out 
from  the  **  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifi- 
cations of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1837,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  that  clause  proposing  to  distribute  the 
•urplus  revenue  on  the  1st  day  of  January  next,  report 


that  they  have  performed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and 
have  come  to  no  agreement..  Mr.  B.  therefore  felt  it 
his  duty  to  report  this  fact  to  the  House,  that  it  might, 
if  it  chose,  at  this  period  of  the  sitting,  proceed  to  take 
such  other  steps  as  it  should  think  propert  and  he  now 
moved  that  the  House  do  adhere  to  their  disagreement. 

Mr.  HAWES  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  mo- 
tion; which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  that  the  House  recedei 
which  motion  took  precedence  of  the  other. 

Mr.  FRENCH  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this 
motioni  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  80,  nays 
98,  as  followsf 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale,  Beau- 
mont, Bockee,  Bovee, '  Boyd,  Cambreleng,  Chapin, 
Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cushman,  Double&y,  Drom- 
goole,  Dunlap,  Farlin,  Fowler,  Fuller,  Galbraith,  J. 
Garland,  Gholson,  Grantland,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Hamer* 
Hannegan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawkins  Holt,  Howard, 
Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jarvis,  C.  Johnson,  J. 
W.  Jones,  B.  Jones,  Lansing,  Lawler,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee, 
Leonard,  Loyall,  Lucas,  A.  Mann,  W.  Mason,  M.  Ma- 
son, McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Muh- 
lenberg, Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton,  F.  Piercfe,  D. 
J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Rogers, 
Shields  Shinn,  Sickles  Smith,  Sprague,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  J,  Thomson,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Wise,  Yell— 80. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams  C*  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Bell,  Bond, 
Borden,  Bouldin,  Bunch,  J.  Calhoon,  Campbell,  Carter, 
Casey,  J.  Chambers  Childs  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark, 
Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Gushing,  Dawson,  Deberry, 
Denny,  Elmore,  Everett,  Forester,  French,  R.  Garland, 
Graham,  Granger,  Graves,  Grayson,  Griffin,  H.  Hall, 
Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  S.  S.  Harrison,  Hawes, 
Hazeltine,  Hiester,  Herod,  Hopkins  Howell,  Hunt,  In- 
gersoll,  Janes,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnion,  Kilgore,  Lane, 
Lawrence,  Lay,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon, 
J.  Mann,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCarty,  McComas, 
McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Parker,  J. 
A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phillips  Pick- 
ens.  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  Joh^  Reynolds,  Richardson, 
Robertson,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Slade, 
Standefer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thomp- 
son, Turner,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Washington,  White, 
E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams  S.  Williams— 98. 

So  the  House  refused  to  recede. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Btu,  that  the  House  do  adhere  to  their  disagreement 
to  the  Senate's  amendment — 

Mr.  CAMURELENG  said,  as  this  was  the  last  vote 
that  could  be  taken  on  this  subject,  be  had  merely  to 
atete  that,  if  the  House  adhered,  the  bill  was  lost. 
[Loud  cries  of  order!  order!  from  several  parts  of  the 
hall;  and  if  Mr.  C  did  make  any  additional  remarks, 
his  voice  was  entirely  drowned  by  the  noise.] 

Mr.  GRANGER.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  announced  that  this  bill  was  lost  if 
the  House  adhered.     How  did  he  know  that?  ' 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG.  I  have  the  assurance  from  - 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BELL  remarked  that  the  gentleman's  declaration 
was  a  most  extraordinary  one.  The  committee  of  three 
persona  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  or  any  number  of 
gentlemen  of  that  House,  might  think  that,  because  that 
committee  could  come  to  no  agreement,  the  body  it  rep- 
resented might  not.  But  nothing  could  be  more  true 
than  that  the  committee  of  the  Senate  could  not  vote  for 
or  speak  for  the  whole  body  of  the  Senate,  or  even  fi<r 
a  majority  of  it.  They  spoke,  and  spoke  only,  their 
own  sentiments^  the  same  as  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  House  spoke  their  sentiments  as  a  committee. 
Neither  CQuld  apeak  or  vote  for  the  whole  body  or  a 


2151 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


2152 


H.  OT  R.} 


Foriiftcalion  Bill'^SurpluB  Bevenue, 


[Mabch  3,  1837« 


majority  of  it;  else  why  the  necessity  of  approving,  dis- 
approving, adopting,  or  rejecting  their  report? 

Whatever  conversations  might  have  passed,  when  the 
two  committees  met,  among  the-  members,  was,  and 
could  be,  of  course,  only  conjectural,  and  was,  to  cay 
the  least  of  It,  in  character  rather  gratuitous.  They 
could  not  pledge  themselves  for  the  vote  of  the  majority 
they  represented.  If,  however,  we  were  to  go  into 
reasoning  on  probabilities  of  what  might  be  the  result, 
Mr.  B.  would  say  there  was  a  possibility,  nay,  a  strong 
probability,  for  arriving  at  the  conclusion  that  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  Senators  would  change  their  votes,  so  as 
to  recede,  as  he  trusted  Ihey  would;  ne^rtheless,  he 
did  not  feel  himself  authorized  to  make  a  response  of 
this  description,  except  in  answer  to  the  very  extraordi- 
nary declaration  cf  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
Mr.  B.  thought  it  due  to  the  Hnuse  that  it  should  sus- 
tain its  vote,  and  he  hoped  they  would  do  so.  It  was 
true  that  they  had  no  discourtesy  to  complain  of  on  the 
plirt  of  the  Senate,  but  still  it  was  that  body  which 
ought  now  to  recede.  The  House  were  the  representa- 
tives, the  immediate  representatives,  of  the  great  body 
of  the  American  people;  and  its  solemn  opinion,  three 
times  expressed,  at  such  a  period  as  the  present  too,  by 
sin  overwhelming  majority,  demanded  that  it  should  be 
treated  with  the  utmost  deference.  He  again  expressed 
his  earnest  hope  that  it  would  adhere. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  waa  in  order  inr  referring  to  what  had  taken  place 
before  the  committee  of  conference. 

The  CHAItl  (temporarily  occupied  by  Mr.  Ptxrob, 
of  New  Hampahtre)  said  the  point  ought  to  have  been 
raised  at  the  time. 

Mr.  ADAMS  had  understood  the  point  of  order  was 
made,  for  the  gentleman  was  loudly  culled  to  order;  and 
Mr.  A.  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  at  once  to 
have  arrested  the  remarks. 

The  CHAIR  had  heard  no  gentleman  riae  in  hia  place 
and  raise  the  point  of  order,  or  he  should  have  at  once 
entertained  it. 

Mr.  ADAM6.  Was  it  in  order  for  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  to  intimidate,  or  to  make  remaiks  for 
the  purpose  of  intimidating,  the  membera  of  this  House 
hk  the  votes  they  might  be  about  to  give^ 

The  CHAIR  had  not  heard  any  ••intimidation'M brown 
out  by  the  member  from  New  York. 

Mr.  ADAMS  expressed  a  hope  that  no  member  would 
be  influenced  by  what  fell  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  CAMBRELRNG  said,  gentlemen  might  take  the 
responsibility  of  losing  the  fortification  bill  if  they  pleas- 
ed. Upon  him  at  least  it  would  not  rest,  and  he  should 
rote  to  recede. 

Mr.  PEYTON  would  merely  call  the  attention  of 
those  members  of  the  present  body  who  were  members 
of  the  last  Congress  to  the  change  taken  place  in  the 
gefitleman's  doctrines  since  then.  On  the  night  of  the 
3d  of  March,  when  the  memorable  three-million  ap- 
propriation was  lost,  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  tlien 
'Was  very  difTerent  from  what  he  now  intimated,  and 
which  he  wished  to  impreaa  upon  the  House,  with  re- 
gard to  the  course  taken  by  the  Senate.  What  language 
did  the  gentleman  then  hoM^  What  was  then  his  doc- 
trine? It  was  that  this  House  should  adhere,  even  if 
the  bill  should  be  lost,  and  the  country  left  defenceless 
against  the  apprehended  invasion  of  a  foreign  foe. 
I'hen  it  waa  that  this  House  should  do  its  duty,  and  let 
the  odious  Senate  take  the  responsibility;  and  the  meaa- 
ure  was  lost  Yes,  sir,  repeated  Mr.  P.,  auch  was  his 
language— lost  at  the  peril  of  all  the  dreadful  conseqnen- 
ees  of  war,  and  every  thing  that  might  beexpected  from 
a  conflict  With  a  foreign  enemy,  according  to  the  gentle- 
man's estimate  of  the  then  perilous  condition  of  the  coun- 


try. ''I^t  the  House  adhere,"  the  gentleman  then  vo- 
ciferated, *'and  let  the  Senate  assume  the  responaibility 
of  the  loss  of  the  fortification  bill."  But  now,  the  majority 
of  that  body  having  changed,  the  gentleman's  doctrine 
has  changed  with  it.  Then,  if  the  Senate  adhered,  the 
responsibility  was  to  rest  upon  them;  now,  if  they  adhered, 
th^  responsibility  was  to  rest  upon  the  House. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  an  earnest  hope  that  the  HoQse 
would  not  recede;  for  what  was  the  effect  of  its  proposi- 
tion' Why,  that  millions  upon  millions  of  money  would 
be  taken  from  the  Treasury,  or  rather  from  the  pet 
banks,  or  rather  from  the  grasp  of  the  dictator  and  con- 
troUtr  of  the  pet  hanks,  and  distributed  among  the  peo- 
ple to  whom  it  belonged.  The  effect  of  the  Senate's 
amendment,  was  to  prevent  this  from  being  done.  That 
was  the  real  Issue,  and  the  country  would  decide^  on 
that  issue,  where  the  responsibility  should  rest. 

Mr.  VANDERPOBL  thought  it  entirely  useless  to  be 
indulging  in  recrimination  on  this  subject.  -He  believed 
every  man  had  made  up  his  mind,  and  was  willing  to  as« 
sume  the  responsibility,  if  any  there  was,  or  would  be. 
in  this  matter.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  perfectly  ready 
and  willing  to  take  his  share  of  it.  He  had  voted 
against  the  proposition  ingrafted  on  thia  bill  in  the  iirst 
instance,  because  it  contained  what  he  believed  to  be  m 
most  obnoxious  principle— -that  of  distribution;  and 
wtkich,  in  hia  opinion,  counterbalanced  and  overbalanced 
all  the  benefits  of  the  fortification  bill.  He  was  also  wil* 
ling  to  vote  against  it  again,  on  the  same  ground,  and  to 
assume  his  share  of  the  responsibility;  but,  believing  that 
speeches  would  make  no  converts,  he  hoped  the  ques* 
tion  would  be  taken  without  further  debate. 

Mr.  LANE  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to  detain  the 
House  by  an  examination  of  the  principles  of  the  amend- 
ment; he  had  voted  too  often  upon  the  subject  involved 
not  to  be  understood.  He  had  not  only  voted  for  the 
deposite  bill  of  the  last  session,  but  had  taken  the  lead 
in  procuring  its  timely  conaideration.  He  had  voted,  in 
every  instance,  in  favor  of  the  amendment  upon  which 
we  are  now  called  to  vote  for  the  last  time. 

The  bill  called  the  deposite  bill  of  the  last  session 
sprang  from  a  legitimate  source,  from  one  of  the  stand- 
ing committees,  and  was  a  bill  connected  with  but  a  sin- 
gle other  provision  near  of  kin.  It  was  known,  officially 
known,  that  a  large  aurplus  had  and  wouki  accumulate 
in  the  Treasury,  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
and  there  waa  time  for  the  action  of  Congreaa,  and  an 
apparent  neceastty  for  it.  Other  wise,  in  the  present 
Case,  it  has  been  introduced  aa  an  amendment  to  the 
fortification  bijl— a  bill  upon  which  the  safety  of  our 
commerce,  our  cities,  our  people,  and  the  national  hon- 
or, depend—- at  the  close  of  the  session;  not  a  bill  of 
this  House,  but  of  the  Senate.  The  Senate  haa  refu- 
sed to  concur.  Thia  Huuae  has  adhered.  The  Senate 
again  refuse  to  cpncur,  and,  in  all  due  courtesy,  has 
asked  a  committee  of  conference.  Thut  committee  fail 
to  agree;  and  it  now  remains  to  be  determined  whether 
this  House  wTll  recede;  if  it  does  not,  the  fortification 
bill,  so  important  to  the  defence  of  the  countrjf.  must 
fall. 

If  a  pertinacious  adherence  to  the  amendment  would 
save  the  amendment,  even  at  the  loss  of  the  fortification 
bill,  there  would  exist  some  reason  for  firmness;  but 
the  disagreement  has  arrived  at  that  point  of  legislation 
which,  by  the  vote  now  to  be  taken  on  the  motion  to  re- 
cede, ia  to  decide  the  fate  of  both:  to  recede  ia  to  pass 
the  fortification  bill^to  refuse  is  the  loss  of  both.  'I  bis 
House  must  recede,  or  they  sleep  together. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  called  upon  honorable  members  to 
pause  and  reflect  before  they  gave  such  a  vole;  a  vote 
that  would  not  only  put  a  stop  to  all  the  public  works 
now  in  progress,  and  permit  them  to  fall  into  decay*  but 
blight  the  national  credit  and  honor  by  a  breach  of  ne- 
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tioiMl  faith.  Existing^  contracts  mutt  be  violatedi  for 
the  want  of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Bxecutiye  to  fal- 
ftl  them. 

Sir*  (said  Mr.  L.,)  when  does  the  amendment  propose 
to  deposite  the  surplus  revenue?  Not  until  January,  1838. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  would  call  upon  honorable  members  to 
asy  if  any  necessity  existed  for  such  premature  action 
upon  the  sul^ect  of  the  surplus  revenue.  The  amend- 
ment proposed  to  distribute  in  January,  1838,  before  it 
can  be  known  whether  there  will  be  any  to  distribute. 
A  war  with  Mexico,  or  a  protracted  one  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  it  would  all  be  swallowed  up  for  national  de- 
fence. Suppose  a  large  surplus  should  accumulste, 
there  v/\\\  be  ample  time  for  the  next  Congress  to  act 
upon  (be  subject  before  the  amendment,  if  adopted, 
could  take  effect.  Sir,  this  House  haa  but  a  few  hours 
to  act|  the  next  Congress  will  have  a  month.  From  es- 
tirnatea  laid  before  them,  they  will  be  able  to  act  ,advi- 
■edly  upon  the  subject. 

Sir,  it  has  been  aaid  by  honorable  members,  (and  is 
this  the  only  argument  put  forth  for  this  obstinate  adhe- 
sion to  the  amendment?)  that  unless  it  shall  be  adopted, 
the  money  will  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive 
and  the  pet  banks,  to  corrupt  and  purchase  the  banks 
and  the  people.  Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  rest  their 
honor  and  integrity  upon  such  an  argument— an  argu- 
ment contradicted  by  the  very  amendment  it  is  urged  to 
sustain?  Suppose  the  amendment  should  be  adopted, 
will  it,  can  it,  have  the  slightest  ii>fluence  upon  the  mon- 
ey in  the  Treasury,  before  the  1st  of  January,  1838? 
Will  there  be  one  dollar  more  or  lesa  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive?  Will  it  change  the  surplus  one  single  far- 
thing? Surely  nott  there  is  no  such  provision  in  the 
amendaenti  to  contend  for  such  a  proposition  would  be 
more  than  folly— it  would  be  madness  itself.  Is  there  an 
honorable  gentleman  upon  this  floor  who  will  rise  and 
tay  that  it  would  produce  the  slightest  change  in  the 
amount  of  money  in  the  Treasury;  the  place  to  be  de- 
posited i  the  use  which  may  be  made  of  it;  that  it  would 
leave  it  leu  in  the  power  of  control  of  thfi  Executive 
branch  of  the  Government,  whose  duty  it  is  to  take 
charge  of  it?  If  any  such  gentleman  has  a  seat  upon  this 
floor,  (Mr.  L.  aaid,)  he  called  upon  him  to  rite  and 
state  in  what  particular  aucb  change  would  take  place. 
No  one  baa  been  found  to  respond;  the  proposition  is 
then  conceded  by  all.  Is  it,  then,  not  our  duty  to  recede, 
and  permit  the  fortification  bill  to  become  a  la«r,and  leave 
the  surplus  revenue,  if  any,  in  the  hands  of  the  next 
Congress,  to  dispose  of  in  such  manner  as  in  their  judg- 
ment shall  be  best  calculated  to  promote  the  public  in- 
terest? They  will  have  time  and  estimates  before  them, 
and  act  knowingly  upon  the  subject. 

For  these  reasons,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  he  should  vote  to  re- 
cede, and  called  upon  the  friends  of  the  fortification  bill 
to  follow  his  example. 

Mr.  L.  aaid,  before  he  took  his  seat,  he  desired  to  be 
distinctly  understood  ss  not  having  changed  his  opinion 
upon  the  subject  of  a  surplus  revenue.  That  while  he 
was  fully  persuvded  in  his  own  mind  that  to  paas  «  law 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  a  greater  revenue  from  the 
people  than  was  necessary  for  the  reasonable  and  just 
expenditures  of  the  Government  Would  be  unjust,  op- 
pressive, and  unconstitutional,  he  was  free  to  state  he 
had  no  duubt  of  the  propriety,  nay,  the  duty  of  Congress, 
when  by  existing  laws  there  shall  be  thrown  into  the 
Treawry  more  than  is  required  fur  the  purposes  afore- 
said, to  return  it  back  to  the  people,  in  such  manner  as 
IS  best  calculated  to  promote  the  interests  of  all.  To 
conclude,  (wid  Mr.  L.,)  should  he  be  honored  with  a 
seat  in  the  next  Congress,  and  a  aurplus  revenue  found 
in  the  Treasury  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
*  so  far  as  it  depended  upon  his  vote,  it  should  be  acted 
upon  to  meet  tlie  just  expects tioos  of  his  constituents. 


Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  expressed  a  hope  that  this 
question  was  not  to  be  debated  again  at  this  late  bouri 
and  be  therefore  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK.  I  second  the  motion,  for  I  do  hope 
that  it  will  not  be  debated  any  more. 

Mr.  WISE  having  called  for  a  division  of  the  House 
by  tellers. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  then  sec- 
onded by  the  House:  Yeas  135;  and  the  main  question 
was  ordered,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question;  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  107, 
nays  87,  as  follows: 

YsAS—Messrs.  Adam?,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Bailey, 
Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bunch,  J.  Ca]« 
boon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  George 
Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Childs,  N.  H.  Claiborne^ 
Clark,  Connor,  Ct>rwin,  Crane^  Gushing,  Dawson,  De- 
berry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  Forester,  Fow- 
ler, French,  H.  Garland,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves, 
Grsyson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  H.  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Har- 
lan, Harper,  Hawes  Hazelline,  Hiester,  Herod,  Hoar, 
Hopkins,  Howell,  Hunt,  Ingersoll,  W.  Jackson,  Janes, 
Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Lawrence,  Lay,  T.  Lee, 
L.  Lea,  Lewis,  L'mcoln,  Love,  Lyon,  J.  Mann,  S.  Ma« 
SOD,  Maury,  May,  llcCarty,  McComas,  McKennan,  Mc« 
Lene,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Parker,  J.  A« 
Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phillips,  Picken% 
Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Rob- 
ertson, W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Stande- 
fer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thompson,  Tur- 
ner, Underwood,  Vinton,  Washington,  White,  E.  Whit- 
tlesey, L.  Williams,  S.  Williams— 107. 

Navs— Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bockee,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambrel* 
engt  Chapman,  Chapin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cuahman, 
Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fuller, 
J.  Garland,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Orantland,  Haley,  Hamer, 
Hannegan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes^  Holt, 
Howai^,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  J. 
Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kennon,  Lane,  Lan- 
sing, Lawler,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyal*, 
Lucas,  A.  Mann,  Martin,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  McKay, 
McKeon,  McKim,  Miller,  Muhlenberg,  Page,  Parks, 
Patterson,  Patton,  F.  Pierce,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Phelpr, 
Pinckney,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Rogers,  Shinn,  Sickles, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Turrill, 
Vanderpoel,  Wsgener,  Ward.  Wardwell,  Webster,  T. 
T.  Whittlesey,  Wise,  Yell— 87. 

So  the  House  determined  to  adhere  to  its  disagree- 
ment to  the  Senate's  amendment;  and  a  message  waa 
sent  to  that  body,  by  its  Clerk,  notifying  them  of  the 
feet. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  then  asked  leave  to  submit 
a  motion  lo  discbarge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  increase  of 
the  army.  Though  be  was  in  favor,  he  said,  of  the  bill, 
yet,  being  well  assured  it  would  occupy  the  whole  resi- 
due of  this  session,  he  would,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
ceeding to  other  business,  move  to  dischargee  the  Com* 
miltee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration  of 
that  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  objected,  and  conse- 
quently the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
sgaint  and  Mr.  Ha  was,  being  entitled  (o  the  floor,  gave 
way  to 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  on  whose  motion  the  above 
bill  was  laid  aside,  not  to  be  reported  to  the  Huuse: 
Yeas  80,  nsys  44. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  the  commit- 
tee took  up  the  bill  for  the  appointment  of  commission- 
ers to  adjust  the  claims  to  land  under  the  treaty  of  1832, 
with  the  Choctaw  Indians. 
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There  being  no  motion  to  amend,  the  bill  was  laid 
as-de,  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  bill  authoriaing  the 
relinquishment  of  the  16ih  section  for  the  use  of  icbuols, 
and  the  entry  of  other  lands  in  lieu. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  moved  an  amendment  providing  that 
certain  piiblic  kinds  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  shall  be 
ceded  to  the  State,  on  conditions  therein  prescribed. 

Af^er  some  remarks  bv  Messrs.  SHIELDS,  GHOL- 
80N.  HARDIN,  DUNLAP,  and  WILLIAMS  of  North 
Carolina, 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  aside. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  inquired  if  this  motion  waain  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  it  was  in  order. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  appealed  from  that  deciaiont  and,  af^er 
aome  remarks  by  Messrs.  GHOLSON,  SHIELDS, 
LOVE,  and  CRAIG,  the  appeal  was  withdrawn,  and  the 
motion  to  lay  the  bill  aside  was  decided  in  the  afiirma* 
tive:  Teaa92,  nays  40. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
light-houses,  light-boats,  &c.,  and  the  bill  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  adjust  the  claims  to  land 
under  the  treaty  with  the  Choctaw  Indiana. 

The  Speaker  having,  resumed  the  chair,  the  bill  in 
relation  to  the  Choctaw  Indians  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  House  then  took  up  and  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  light-house 
bill. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded  by  the  House,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion ordered. 

Mr.  STORER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  I  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeaa 
108,  nays  60. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWARD,  the  House  took  up  the 
bill  from  the  Senste  entitled  **  An  act  to  continue  in 
force,  for  a  limited  time,'  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  carry 
Into  effect  a  convention  between  the  United  Statea  and 
Spain)"  and  the  same  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  a  more  equi- 
table administration  of  the  navy  pension  fund  having 
been  returned  to  the  Senate  with  an  amendment,  that 
body  had  sent  it  back,  disagreeing  with  the  amendment 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  that  the  Houae  insiat  upon  its 
amendment. 

Mr.  WISE  oppoaed  the  motion {  Messrs.  PARKER 
and  JARVIS  susiahied  it. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  House  recede  from  its 
amendment  I  which  motion  was  disagreed  to;  and  tbe 
motion  to  insist  was  agreed  to. 

CREEK  RESERVATIONS. 

The'* bill  to  authorize  and  annction  aalesof  Creek  res-- 
ervations  under  the  treaty  of  1832"  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  VINTON  opposed  the  bill,  and  moved  to  lay  it 
ftsidei  which  motion  was  warmly  opposed  by 

Mr.  LEWIS,  who  made  a  brief  explanation  of  its  pro- 
yision«,  and  showed  the  justice  and  necessity  of  its  pas- 
sage, for  the  benefit  of  tbe  Indians  themselves,  as 
well  as  the  whites,  when 

Mr.  VtiTTOsr's .  motion  was  disagreed  to  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  **  wid- 
ows and  administrators,"  in  the  section  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  confirm  such  sales  as 
were  made  by  them;  but  subsequently  modified  his  mo- 
tion so  as  to  strike  oUt  the  whole  of  tbe  second  section, 
applying  to  the  sales  by  widows,  children,  beirs,  8cc. 

Mr*  BELL  gave  an  explanation  of  the  reason  which 


had  induced  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  to  insert 
that  section,  (and  said  it  was  a  most  complicated  ques* 
tion,^  so  as  to  steer  between  the  apparently  or  obviously 
corflicting  provisions  of  the  Creek  treaty  and  the  laws 
of  Alabama.- 

Mr.  LEWIS  explained  that  the  object  of  this  bill  wss 
to  harmonize  the  conflicting  provisions  referred  to,  and 
the  very  aeotion  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  had  been 
inserted  for  the  express  purpose  of  protecting  tbe 
rights  of  the  Indians. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  VINTON  submitted  a  proviso  that  the  lands 
should  not  be  sold  for  less  than  01  35  per  acre.  Lost: 
Yess  48  nays  83. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAPIN,  the  committee  then  rose 
and  reported  the  foregoing  and  aeveral  other  billa  which 
had  passed  through  Committees  of  the  Whole  to  the 
House. 

The  bill  to  grant  half  pay  to  widows  and  orphans 
whose  husbands  and  fathers  have  died  of  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  military  service  of  the  United  Statea  being 
taken  up— 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  Lost, 
without  a  ci'Unt. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  authorize  and  sanction  the  sale  of  Creek 
reservations  being  on  its  third  reading, 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  andaiked 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the  House  refused  to  order 
them;  and  the  motion  being  decided  in  tbe  negativCt  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  **  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
Statea  to  cause  the  public  vessels  to  cruise  upon  the 
coast  in  the  winter  aeaaon,  and  to  relieve  diatresscd 
nsvigators." 

The  Clerk  was  proceeding  to.  read  the  above  bill, 
when 

Mr.  WISE  rose  and  raised  the  question  thatitwaa 
13  o'clock  at  night,  a  period  "When  many  gentlemen  had 
decliired  it  as  their  conscientious  opinion  that  the  con- 
stitutional existence  of  that  body  ceased,  though  he  did 
not,  for  be  thought  their  powers  remained  till  13  o'clock 
M.  of  the  4th. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  CHAM- 
BERS of  Kentucky,  WISE,  and  DROMGOOLE, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  tbe  committee' 
-rose  and  reported. 
'  On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  a  committee  waa  then  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Houae,  in  conjunction  with 
such  committee  as  the  Senate  may  appoint,  to  wait  upon 
the  President,  and  notify  him  that  unless  he  haa  aome 
other  communication  to  make,  the  two  Houaes  are  ready 
to  adjourn. 

A  messsge  was  also  aent  to  the  Senate,  informing  that 
body  that  the  House  was  ready  to  adjourn. 

COMMERCE  AND  NAVIGATION. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  Hause  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a 
report,  by  which  it  appeara  that  the  atatementa  in  rela- 
tion to  commerce  and  navigation  are  about  being  finally 
closed,  but  will  not  be  done  in  time  enough  to  transmit 
to  the  House  before  its  adjournment,  and  suggesting  the 
propriety  of  authorizing  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  have  tliem  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PHILLIPS,  this  report  waa  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  annual 
report  on  commerce  and  navigation  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Several  other  communicationa  from  the  heada  of  de- 
partments were  also  laid  on  the  table  by  tbe  Speaker, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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ABSENT  MEMBERS  EXCUSED. 

Mr.  GUSHING  rose  and  said  that  during  the  call  of 
the  Houae,  on  the  night  of  the  27th  instant,  he  had  yoted 
against  the  motion  of  bis  colleague  [Mr.  Asaxs}  for  the 
unoondiiional  excuse  of  those  absent  members  who 
came  in  at  the  summons  of  the  8ergeant-at-arms.  He  did 
so  under  the  expectation  that  the  call  was  to  be  carried 
through,  and  all  absent  members  treated  alike.  But 
the  call  had  been  suspended «  and  it  was  unjust  that  the 
members  who  voluntarily  appeared,  and  thus  enabled 
the  House  to  .go  on  with  its  business,  should  he  singled 
out  for  punishment,  while  others,  who  refused  to  come 
in,  were  left  untouched.  And  he  conceived  that  a  gen- 
eral act  of  amnesty,  at  liiis  the  closing  hour  of  the  pres- 
ent/Jongress,  was  due  to  the  mutual  good  feeling  of  the 
members  of  the  House. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  C,  the  House  re- 
considered the  vote  by  which  certain  members,  brought 
befure  the  House  during  the  call  of  the  37th,  had  been 
excused  on  condition  of  paying  feesi  and  the  vote  being 
again  taken,  they  were  excused  without  condition. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  jo'mt  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President,  and  inform  him  that  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  having  finished  the  business  before 
them,  were  now  ready  the  adjourn,  unless  he  had  some 
further  communication  to  make,  reported  that  they  had 
performed  the  duty  assigned  to  them,  and  were  an- 
swered by  the  President,  that  he  had  no  other  official 
communication  to  make,  but  that  he  had  charged  them 
to  say  that  it  was  the  wish  of  his  heart  that  each  mem- 
ber of  Congress  might  enjoy  health  and  prosperity  in 
this  world,  and  happiness  in  ,the  world  to  come. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  that  this  House  adjourn  nnt  die, 

SPEAKER'S  ADDRESS. 

The  SPEAKER  the1i  rose  and  addressed  the  House  as 
follows: 

GxvTLBxsv:  The  twenty-fourth  Congress  has  now. 
closed  its  deliberations,  and,  being  about  to  be  dissolved, 
I  seize  the  moment  of  our  separation  to  return  to  this 
House  my  profound  acknowledgments  for  the  many 
evidences  I  have  had  of  your  indulgent  kindnesa,  and 
generous  confidence  and  support,  during  the  period  I 
have  presided  over  your  deliberations)  but  more  espe- 
cially do  I  return  to  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  vote 
you  have  been  pleaised  this  day  to  pass, 'approving  my 
ofiicial  conduct  in  the  chair.  No  language,  gentlemen, 
can  adequately  convey  the  deep  sense  of  gratitude  which 
this  testimonial  of  your  good  opinion  haa  excited  in  my 
breast.  The  gratification  which  it  has  afforded  ia  the 
greater,  because  the  resolution  which  you  have  passed 
conveys  the  voluntary  and  deliberately  expressed  opin- 
ions of  gentlemen,  with  many  of  whom  I  have  been  long 
associated  here,  all  of  whom  have  been  the  eyewitneasea 
of  my  conduct  as  the  preaiding  officer  of  this  House,  and 
whose  friendship,  esteem,  and  confidence,  I  shall  cherish 
to  the  latest  hour  of  my  life. 

I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  this  high  station  with  a 
full  sense  of  (he  responsibility  which  must  often  devolve 
upon  me,  and  with  the  fixed  purpose,  if  I  know  my  own 
heart,  so  to  discharf;e  those  duties  as  to  merit  the  re- 
spect and  good  opinion  of  this  House  and  the  approba- 
tion of  the  country.  I  have  had  no  other  desire  than 
that  the  rules  and/parliamentary  laws  by  which  our  pro- 
ceedings are  regelated  should  be  properly  expounded 
and  correctly  administered.  It  is  due  to  candor  to  say 
that  the  steady  and  unwavering  support  which  you 
have  upon  all  occasions  given  me  has  alone  enabled  me 
successfully  to  discharge  the  duties  assigned  me.  The 
anxiety  and  solicitude  winch  1  have  often  felt,  and  es- 
pecially in  seasons  of  great  political  excitement*  from 
which  our  deliberationa  have  not  been  exempt,  to  per- 
form my  duty,  not  only  with  fitithfulncssi  but  acceptably- 


to  the  House  and  to  the  cguntrv,  can  be  known  and  ap- 
preciated only  by  him  who  has  filled  this  chair.  Amidst 
the  embarrassments  and  difficulties  which  haye  oAen 
surrounded  me,  it  has  given  me  pleasure,  upon  all  occa- 
sions, to  court  the  advice  and  correction  of  the  House  if 
I  erred;  and  it  is  a  source  of  the  highest  gratification  to 
me  to  know  that,  upon  the  numerous  occasions  when  the 
House  has  been  appealed  to  to  affirm  or  reverse  the  offi- 
cial decisions  which  it  was  my  duty  to  make,  you  have 
promptly  given  me  your  support.  1  am  not  vain  enough 
to  believe  that  I  have  pasaed  through  the  many  trying 
occasions  which  have  occurred  in  the  course  of  our  de- 
liberations, during  which  many  difficult  and  often  novel 
questions  of  parliamentary  law  and  practice  have  been 
suddenly  presented  for  instantaneous  decision,  without 
having  often  fallen  into  error.  If,  however,  I  have  er- 
red, 1  trust  it  haa  not  been  on  points  material ( I  know  it 
haa  not  beenintentionaU  and  the  approbation  of  my  offi- 
cial conduct  which  you  have  thia  day  expressed  affords 
the  highest  proof  that  you  have  generously  overlooked 
my  errora,  and  done  more  than  justice  to  the  unwearied 
efforts  I  have  made  to  merit  your  good  opinion,  and,  ao 
fiir  as  depended  on  my  official  acts,  to  promote  the  in- 
terests of  our  constituents. 

If,  gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  our  deliberations  as  the 
representatives  of  the  nation,  there  has  been  occasional 
excitement  or  feeling,  growing  out  of  political  coUiaiona» 
the  natural  offspring  of  honest  differences  of  opinion, 
now  that  we  are  about  to  aeparate,  many  of  ua  never 
again  to  meet  in  this  hall*  or  <<  this  side  the  grave,"  may 
we  not  hope  that  all  recollection  of  unpleasant  incidents 
that  are  pasaed  may  be  forgotten,  and  tbat^each  one  of 
us,  whatever  may  bd  his  future  destiny,  may  devote 
himself  to  the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  our 
country.  In  taking  leave  of  you*  gentlemen,  1  wish  you 
a  safe  return  to  your  families  and  friends^  and  my 
prayer  is,  that  the  blessings  of  an  overruling  Providence 
may  rest  upon  all. 

And  now  It  only  remains  for  me  to  perform  the  last 
duty  assigned  me,  by  the  adjournment  of  this  House  i 
and,  accordingly,  I  announce  that  this  House  stands  ad- 
journed without  day.  ^ 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


orriciAL — rxoK  thb  olobs. 

Reofoni  of  Pnndent  Jackaanfor  not  acting  definitively 
on  the  bill  entitled  '<  An  act  designating  ana  Umiting 
the  fitnda  receivable  for  the  revenues  of  the  Unit3 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  deaigna- 
ting  and  limiting  the  funds  receivable  for  the  revenues 
of  the  United  States"  came  to  my  hands  yesterday,  at  t«« 
o'clock  P.  M.  On  peruaing  it,  I  found  its  provisions  so 
complex  and  uncerUin,  that  I  deemed  it  necessary  to 
obtain  the  opinidn  of  the  Attorney  Geiferal  of  the  United 
States  on  several  important  questions,  touching  its  con- 
struction and  effect,  before  1  could  decide  on  the  dispo- 
sition to  be  made  of  it.  The  Attorney  General  took  up 
the  subject  immediately,  and  his  reply  was  reported  td 
me  this  day,  at  five  o'clock  P.  M.  As  this  officer,  after  a 
careful  and  laborious  examination  of  the  bill,  and  a  dis- 
tinct expression  of  his  opinion  on  the  points  proposed  to 
him,  still  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  construction  of 
the  bill,  should  it  become  a  law,  would  be  yet  a  subject 
of  much  perplexity  and  doubt,  (a  view  of  the  bill  entirely 
coincident  with  my  own.)  and  as  I  cannot  think  it  proper, 
in  a  matter  of  such  interest  and  of  such  Constant  appli-- 
cation,  to  approve  a  bill  so  liable  to  diversity  of  i|iter- 
pretaiion^  and  more  especially  aa  I  have  no^  bad  time, 
amid  the  duties  constantly  pressing  on  me,  to  give  the 
subject  that  debliberate  consideration  which  its  impor- 
tance dem«nds»  I  am  constrained  to  retain  the  bill»  with- 
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out  amin^  definitively  thereoni  ind  to  the  end  that  my 
reasons  for  this  step  may  be  fuUy  understood,  I  shall 
cause  this  paper,  with  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  Gen* 
«ral,  and  the  bill  in  question,  to  be  depoaited  in  the  De- 
partment or  Stdte. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
WASBiiTOToir,  March  3,  1837,  i  before  l^  P.  M» 

AxTonirET  Genkbal's  Officb« 

March  3,  1837. 

Sib:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  several  ques- 
tions proposed  to  me  by  you,  on  the  bill  which  has  just 
passed  the  two  Mouses  of  Congress,  entitled  **  An  act 
designoHtig  and  limiting  the  funds  redeivabk  for  the  reve^ 
nuea  of  the  United  States,"  and  which  is  now  before  you 
for  consideration.  These  questions  noay  bearrang^ed  un- 
der three  general  heads,  and,  in  that  order,  1  shall  pro- 
ceed to  reply  to  them. 

*<  I.  Will  the  proposed  bill,  if  approved,  repeal  or 
alter  the  laws  now  in  force  designating  the  currency  re- 
quired to  be  received  in  payment  of  the  public  dues, 
for  lands  or  otherwise.' 

*'  Will  it  compel  the  Treasury  officers  to  receive  the 
note«  of  specie-paying  banks,  having  the  characteristics 
described  in  its  first  and  second  sections?    • 

'*  In  what  respect  does  it  difFer  from,  and  how  far  will 
it  change,  the  joint  resolution  of  April  30,  1836?" 

J^nswer.  In  order  to  a  correct  reply  to  thia  question, 
and  indeed  to  any  other  question  arising  op  this  obscure- 
ly penned  bill,  we  must  first  obtain  a  general  view  of 
^  all  its  provisions. 

The  first  section  requires  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  take  measures  fur  collecting  the  public  revenue; 
first,  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  (i.  e. 
gold  and  silver;)  or,  second,  in  the  notes  of  such  specie- 
paying  banks  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  conform  to  cer* 
tain  conditions  in  regard  to  small  bills,  described  in  the 
section.  This  section  does  not  expressly  give  the  Sec- 
retary power  to  direct  that  any  particular  notes  shall  be 
receiiTed  for  landa  or  tor  duties,  but  it  forbids  the  re- 
ceipt of  any  paper  currency  other  than  such  bank  notes 
as  are  described  in  the  section  <  and  it  requires  the  Sec- 
retary to  adopt  measures,  in  his  discretion,  to  effectuate 
that  prohibition. 

The  second  section  extends  the  prohibition  still  further, 
by  forbidding  the  receipt  of  any  notes  which  the  banks 
in  which  they  ar^  to  be  depoaited  shall  not,  under  the 
supervision  and  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, agree  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as 
eathi  to  which  is  added  a  proviso,  authoi;izing  the  Sec- 
retary to  withdraw  the  public  deposites  from  any  bank 
which  shall  refuse  to  receive  as  cash,  from  the  United 
States,  any  notes  receivable  under  the  law,  which  such 
bank  receives,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  on 
general  deposite. 

The  third  and  Ust  section  allows  the  receipt,  as  here- 
tofore, of  land  scrip  and  Treasury  certificates  for  public 
Isnds,  and  forbids  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make 
any  discrimination  in  the  funds  receivable  (other  than 
such  as  resulis  from  the  receipt  of  land  scrip  or  Treasu- 
ry certficiites)  between  the  different  branches  of  the 
public  revenue. 

From  this  analys's  of  the  bill,  it  appears  that,  so  far  as 
regards  bank  notes,  the  bill  designates  and  limits  their 
receivableness  for  the  revenues  of  the  United  States: 
first,  by  forbidding  the  receipt  of  any  except  such  as 
have  all  the  characteristics  described  in  the  first  and 
second  sections  of  the  bilU  and,  secondly,  by  restraining 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  making  any  discrim- 
ination, in  this  respect,  between  the  diflferent  branches 
of  the  public  revenue.  In  this  way  the  bill  performs, 
to  a  certain  extent,  the  office  of  *<debignating  aud  lim< 


king  the  funds  receivable  fur  the  revenues  of  the  United 
States,"  as  mentioned  in  its  titlet  but  it  would  seem, 
from  what  has  been  stated,  that  it  is  only  in  this  way  that 
any  such  office  is  performed.  This  impression  will  be 
fully  confirmed  as  we  proceed. 

The  bill,  should  it  be  spproved,  will  be  supplementa- 
ry to  the  laws  now  in  force,  relating  to  the  same  subject; 
but  as  it  contains  no  repealing  clause,  no  provision  of 
those  former  laws,  except  such  as  may  be  plainly  repug- 
nant to  the  present  bill,  will  be  repealed  by  it. 

Thtf'  existing  laws  embraced  in  the  above  question, 
and  applicable  to  the  subject,  are— 

1st.  Js  to  the  duties  on  goods  imported. — The  74th 
section  of  the  collection  law  of  the  2d  of  March,  1799, 
the  first  part  of  wjbich,  re-enacting,  in  this  respect,  the 
act  of  the  31st  of  July,  1789,  provides  <•  that  all  dutiea  and 
fees  to  be  collected  shall  be  payable  in  money  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  foreign  gold  and  silver  coins,  at  the 
following  rates,"  &c.  The  residue  of  the  section,  as  to 
rates,  has  been  altered  by  subsequent  laws,  and  the 
clause  quoted  was  varied  during  the  existence  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  notes  of  which  were  ex- 
pressly made  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the  United 
States,  and  during  the  existence  of  the  act  making 
Treasury  notes  receivable,  by  such  actS}  but  in  no  other 
respect  has  it  ever  been  repealed. 

2d.  j!s  to  public  lands The  general  land  law  of  the  lOtlr 

of  May,  1800,  section  5,  provided  that  no  lands  should 
be  sold,  <<  at  either  public  or  private  sale,  for  less  than  two 
dollars  per  acre,  and  payment  may  be  made  for  the  sair.e, 
by  all  purchasers,  either  in  specie  or  in  evidences  of  the 
public  debt  of  the  United  States,  at  the  rates  prescribed' ' 
by  a  prior  law.  This  provision  wai»  varied  by  the  acts 
relative  to  Treasury  notes  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales,  in  like  manner  as  above  mentioned.  The  second 
section  of  the  general  land  law  of  the  24th  of  April, 
1820,  abrogated  the  allowance  of  credits  on  the  sale  of 
public  lands  after  the  1st  day  of  July  then  next;  required 
every  purchaser  at  public  sale  to  make  complete  pay- 
ment on  the  day  of  purchase!  and  the  purchaser  at  pri- 
vate sale  to  produce  to  the  tegister  a  receipt  from  the 
Treasurer  or  the  United  States,  or  from  the  receiver  of 
the  district,  for  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money. 
The  proviso  to  the  4tlMection  of  the  same  law. enacted, 
in  respect  to  reverted  lands,  and  lands  remaining  un- 
sold, that  they  ahould  not  be  aold  for  less  price  than  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  centa  per  acre,  "nor  on  any  other 
terms  than  that  of  cash  payment."  This  latter  act  has 
been  further  modified  by  the  act  allowing  Virginia  land 
scrip  to  be  received  in  payment  for  public  lands. 

3d.  Jls  to  both  duties  and  lands. — The  joint  resolution 
of  the  30th  of  April,  1816,  provides  that  the  SecreUry 
of  the  Treasury  "be  required  and  directed  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  cause,  as 
auon  as  may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts,. or  sums  of  mo- 
ney, accruing  or  becoming4)ayable  to  the  United  States, 
to  be  collected  and  paid  id  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  as  by  law  provided  and  detlared, 
or  in.  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  de- 
mand in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the  United  States i 
and  that,  from  and  after  the  20th  day  of  February  next, 
no  6uch  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money,  accru- 
ing or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States,  as  afore- 
said, outfht  to  be  collected  or  received  otherwise  than 
in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  Treasury 
notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand 
in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States."  According 
to  the  opinion  given  by  me,  as  a  member  of  your  cabi* 
net,  in  the  month  of  July  laat,  and  to  which  I  still  ad- 
here, this  resolution  was  mandatory  only  as  it  respected 
the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  Treasury  nole»» 
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and  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  in  re- 
ipect  to  the  ooiea  of  the  State  banks,  thoug^h  payable 
and  paid  in  specie,  was  permissive  merely,  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Secretary  i  and  in  accordance  with  this  opinion 
has  been  the  practical  construction  given  to  the  resolu- 
tion by  the  Treasury  Department.  It  is  known  to  30U, 
however,  that  distinguished  names  have  been  vouched 
for  the  opinion  that  the  resolution  was  mandatory  aa  to 
the  notes  of  all  specie-paying  banks;  that  the'debtor 
had  the  right,  at  his  option,  to  make  payment  in  such 
notes;  and  that,  if  tendered  by  him,  the  Treasury  offi- 
cers bad  no  discretion  to  refuse  them. 

It  19  thus  seen  that  the  laws  now  in  force,  so  far  as 
they  positively  enjoin  the  receipt  of  any  particular  cur- 
rency in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  are  confined  to 
gold  and  silver,  except  that  in  certain  cases  Virginia  land 
scrip  and  Treasury  certificates  are  directed  to  be  receiv- 
ed on  the  sale  of  public  lands.  In  my  opinion,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  bill  before  me  repugnant  to  those  laws. 
The  bill  does  not  expresily  declare  and  enact  that  any 
particular  species  of  currency  »1iaU  he  receivable  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  revenue.  On  the  contrary,  as  the 
provisions  of  the  first  and  second  sections  are  chiefly  of 
a  negative  character,  I  think  they  do  not  take  away  the 
power  of  the  Secretary,  previously  possessed  under  <he 
t^ts  of  Congress,  and  as  the  agent  of  the  President,  to 
forbid  the  receipt  of  any  bank  notes  which  are  not,  by 
some  act  of  Congress,  expressly  made  absolutely  re- 
ceivable in  payment  of  the  public  dues. 

The  above  view  will,  1  think,  be  confirmed  by  a  closer 
examination  of  the  bill.  It  sets  out  with  the  assumption 
that  there  is  a  currency  established  by  law,  (i.  e.  gold 
and  silver;)  and  it  further  assumes  that  the  public  reve- 
nue of  all  deitcriptiuns  ought  to  be  collected  exclusively 
in  such  legal  currency,  or  in  bank  notes  of  a  certain 
character;  and  therefore  it  provides  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shail  tske  measures  to  effect  a  collection 
of  the  revenue  **  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid 
on  demand  in  the  said  legal  currency,"  under  certain  re- 
strictions, a&er wards  mentioned  in  the  act 

This  question,  then,  arises:  are  bank  n^tes,  having 
the  requisite  characteristics,  placed  by  the  clause  just 
quoted  on  the  ssme  footing  with  the  legal  currency,  so 
-  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  allow  the  receipt  of  them,  when  tendered  by  the 
debtor^  In  my  judgment,  such  is  not  the  effect  of  the 
provision. 

If  Congress  had  intended  to  make  so  important  an  al- 
teration of  the  existing  law  as  to  compel  the  receiving 
officers  to  take  payment  in  the  bank  notes  described  in 
the  bill,  the  natural  phraseology  would  have  been,  **  in 
the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  and  in  notes  of 
banks  which  are  payable  and  paid  in  the  said  legal  cur- 
rency," &c.  And  it  is  reasonable  to  presume  that  Con- 
gress wouM  have  used  such  pliraseology,  or  would  have 
gone  on  to  make  a  distinct  provision,  expressly  de- 
claring that  such  bank  notes  should  be  reeeivabk^  as 
was  done  in  the  bank  charters  of  1790  and  1815;  and 
as  was  also  done  by  the  acts  relative  to  evidences  of 
debty  Treasury  notes,  and  Virginia  land  scrip.  The 
form  of  one  of  these  provisions  (the  14ih  section  of  the 
act  incorporating  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States) 
will  illustrate  the  idea  I  desire  to  present. 

**  Sec.  U.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  bills  or 
notes  of  the  said  corporation,  originally  made  payable, 
or  which  shall  have  become  payable,  on  demand,  shall 
be  receivable  in  v  all  payments  to  the  United  States,  un- 
less otherwise  directed  by  act  of  Congress." 

The  difference  between  the  language  there  used  and 
that  employed  in  the  present  bill  is  too  obvioua  to  re- 
quire comment.     It  is  true  that  the  word  *<or,"  when 
it  occurs  in  wills  and  agreements,  is  sometimes  con- 
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strued  to  mean  aru/,  in  order  to  give  effect  to  the  plain 
intent  of  the  parties;  and  such  a  construction  of  the 
word  may  sometimes  be  given  when  it  occurs  in  staf  utes» 
where  the  general  intent  of  the  law  makers  evidently 
requires  it.  But  this  construction  of  the  word,  in  the 
present  case,  is  not  only  unnecessary,  bulf  in  my  opin- 
ion, repugnant  to  the  whole  scope  of  the  bill,  which,  so 
far  from  commanding  the  public  officers  to  receive 
bank  notes  in  cases  not  required  by  the  existing  laws, 
introduces  several  new  prohibitiona  on  the  receipt  of 
such  notes. 

Nor  do  I  think  this  one  of  those  cases  in  which  a 
choice  is  given  to  the  debtor  to  pay  in  one  or  other  of 
two  descriptions  of  currency,  both  of  which  are  receiv- 
able by  law.  Such  a  choice  was  given  by  the  land  law 
of  the  lOlh  of  M»y,  1800,  section  5ih,  between  specie 
and  the  evidences  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States 
then  receivable  by  law;  and  also  by  the  joint  resolution 
of  the  30th  of  April,  1816,  between  <*  the  legal  curren- 
cy of  the  United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Statca,  as  by  law  provided  and 
declared."  The  option  given  by  that  resolufion  contin- 
ued in  force  so  long  as  the  Uws  providing  and  declaring 
that  Treasury  notes  and  notes  of^  ibe  Bank  of  the  United 
States  should  be  receivable  in  payments  to  the  United' 
States,  and  ceased  when  those  laws  expired.  The  dis- 
tinction between  that  description  of  psper  currency, 
which  is  by  law  expressly  made  receivable  in  payment 
of  public  dues,  and  the  notes  of  the  State  banks,  which 
were*  only  permitted  to  be  received,  is  plainly  marked 
in  the  resolution  of  1816.  While  the  former  are  placed 
on  the  same  footing  wiih  the  legal  currency,  because,  by 
previous  laws,  it  had  been  so  *'  provided  and  declared,** 
the  latter  were  left  to  be  received  or  not  received,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  except  that 
he  was  restricted  from  allowing  any  to  be  received  which 
were  not  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  legal  cur- 
rency. The  bank  notes  spoken  of  in  the  bill  before  me, 
having  never  been  made  receivable  by  law,  must  be  re. 
garded  as  belonging  to  the  latter  class,  -and  not  to  th^ 
former;  and  there  can,  therefore,  be  no  greater  obliga. 
tion  under  the  present  bill,  shoukl  it  become  a  law,  to 
receive  them  in  payment,  than  there  was  to  receive  the 
paper  of  the  State  banks  under  the  resolution  of  1816. 

As  to  the  difference  between  this  bill  and  the  joint  res- 
olution of  1816.  The  bill  differs  from  that  resolution  in 
the  following  particulars: 

1st.  It  says  nothing  of  Treasury  notes  and  the  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which,  by  the  resolution 
of  1816,  are  recognised  as  having  been  made  receivable, 
by  laws  then  in  force,  in  payment  of  public  dues  of  all 
descriptions. 

2d.  It  abridges  the  discretion  left  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  by  that  resolution,  by  positively  forbid- 
ding the  receipt  of  bank  notes  not  having  the  character- 
istics described  in  the  fifst  and  second  sections  of  the 
bill;  whereas  the  receipt  of  some  of  the  notes  so  forbid- 
den might,  under  the  resolution  of  1816,  have  been  al- 
lowed by  the  Secretary. 

3d.  It  forbids  the  making  of  any  discrimination,  in 
respect  to  the  receipt  of  bank  notes,  between  the  differ- 
ent branches  of  the  public  revenue;  whereas  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasufy,  under  the  resolution  of  1816,  was 
subject  to  no  such  restraint,  and  had  the  power  to  make 
the  discrimination  forbidden  by  this  bill,  except  as  to  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  Treasury 
notes. 

This  bill,  if  approvei^  will  change  the  resolution  of 
1816,  so  far  as  it  now  remains  in  force,  in  the  second 
and  third  particulars  just  mentioned;  but,  in  my  opinion, 
as  already  suggested,  will  change  it  in  no  other  rcp 
spccf. 

'*  II.  What  is  the  extent  of  the  superviaion  and'coa* 
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trol  allowed  by  this  bill  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury over  the  notes  to  be  received  by  the  de posite  banks ^ 

**  And  does  it  allow  him  to  direct  what  particular 
rotes  Rbalt  or  shall  not  be  received  for  lands  or  for 
dutifs?" 

jSmwer»  After  maturely  considering^,  so  far  as  time 
has  been  allowed  me,  the  several  provisions  of  the  bill, 
I  think  the  following  conclusions  may  fairly  be  drawn 
from  them,  when  taken  in  connexion  with  the  laws  now 
in  force,  and  above  referred  to;  and  that,  should  it  be> 
come  a  law,  they  will  properly  express  its  legal  effect. 

1st.  l^hat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cannot  direct 
the  receipt  of  any  notes j  except  such  as  are  issued  by 
banks  which  conform  to  the  first  section  of  the  law,  and 
•ucb  as  will  be  passed  by  the  proper  de  posite  bank,  to 
the  credit  of  the  United  States,  as  catih, 

2d.  That  he  may  direct  the  receipt  of  notes  issued  by 
banks  which  conform  to  the  first  section t  provided  the 
deposite  bank  in  which  the  notes  are  to  be  deposited 
shall  agree  to  credit  them  as  cash. 

3d.  1'hat  if  the  deposite  bank  in  which  the  money  is 
to  be  deposited  shall  refuse  to  receive,  as  cash,  the 
notes  designated  by  the  Secretary,  and  which  such  bank 
receives,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  on  general 
deposite,  he  may  withdraw  the  public  deposiies,  and  se- 
lect another  depository  which  will  agree  to  receive 
them. 

4tb.  That  if  he  cannot  find  a  depository  which  will 
fo  agree,  then  that  the  Secretsry  cannot  direct  or  autho- 
rize the  receipt  of  any  notes,  except  such  as  the  depos- 
ite bank,  primarily  entitled  to  the  deposites,  will  agree 
to  receive  and  deposite  as  cash. 

5th.  That  although  a  deposite  bank  might  be  willing 
to  receive  from  the  collectors  and  receivers,  and  to  cred- 
it as  catht  notes  of  certain  banks  which  conform  to  the 
first  section;  yet,  for  the  reasons  before  stated,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  Secretary  is  not  obliged  to  allow  the 
receipt  of  such  notes. 

6th.  The  Secretary  is  forbidden  to  make  any  discrirp- 
tnatton  in  ihe  funds  receivabk,  <<  between  the  different 
branches  of  the  public  revenue^''  and,  therefore,  though 
be  may  forbid  the  receipt  of  the  notea  of  any  particular 
bank  or  class  of  banks,  not  excluded  by  the  bill,  and 
may  forbid  the  receipt  of  notes  of  denominations  larger 
than  those  named  in  the  bill,  yet,  when  he  issues  any 
•uch  prohibition,  it  must  apply  to  alt  the  branches  of  the 
public  revenue. 

7tb.  If  I  am  right  in  the  foregoing  propoaitions,  the 
result  will  be,  that  the  proposed  law  will  leave  in  the 
Secretary  of  the  Tieasury  power  \o  prohibit  the  receipt 
of  particular  notes,  provided  his  prohibition  apply  to 
both  lands  and  duties,-  and  power  to  direct  what  particular 
notes,  allowed  by  the  law,  shall  be  received,  provided  he 
can  find  a  deposite  bank  which  wilt  agree  to  receive  and 
credit  them  as  cash* 

**IU.  Are  the  deposite  banks  the  sole  judges,  under 
this  bill,  of  what  notts  they  will  receive?  Or  are  they 
bound  to  receive  the  notes  of  every  specie-paying  bank, 
chartered  or  unchartered,  wherever  situated,  in  any  part 
of  the  United  States^*' 

Answer,  In  my  opinion,  the  depoaite  bank«,  under 
the  bill  in  question,  will  be  the  aole  judges  of  the  notes 
to  be  received  by  them  from  sny  collector  or  receiver  of 
public  money;  and  they  will  not  be  bound  to  receive  the 
notea  of  any  other  bank  whose  notes  they  may  choOse  to 
reject:  provided  they  apply  the  same  rule  to  the  United 
States  which  they  spply  to  their  other  depositors.  In 
other  wordr,  the  general  rule,  as  to  what  notea  are  to 
be  received  as  cash,  prescribed  by  each  deposite  bank 
for  the  regulation  of  its  ordinary  business,  must  be  com- 
plied with  by  the  colUctors  and  receivers  whose  mo- 
neys are  to  be  deposited  with  tliat  bank.  But  it  will  not 
tberiifore  follow  that  those  officers  will  be  buund  to  re- 


ceive what  the  bank  generally  receives;  because,  as  al- 
ready stated,  they  may  refuse,  of  their  own  accord,  or 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
any  bank  notes  not  expressly  directed  by  act  of  Coogresi 
to  be  receive^  in  paynnent  of  the  public  dues. 

I  have  thus  answered  the  several  questions  proposed 
on  the  bill  before  me;  and  though  I  have  been  necessari- 
ly obliged  to  examine  the  subject  with  much  haste,  I 
have  no  other  doubts  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  construc- 
tion above  given,  than  such  as  belong  to  discussions  of 
this  nature,  and  to  a  proper  sense  of  the  fallibility  of  hu- 
man judgment.  It  is,  however,  my  duty  to  remind  you 
that  very  different  opinions  were  expressed,  in  the  course 
of  the  debates  on  the  proposed  law,  by  some  of  the 
members  who  took  part  therein.  It  would  seem,  from 
those  debates,  that  the  bill,  in  some  instances  at  least, 
was  supported  under  the  impression  that  it  would  com- 
pel the  Treasury  officers  to  receive  all  bank  notes  pos- 
sessing all  tbe  characteristics  described  in  the  first  and 
second  sections;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
would  have  no  power  to  forbid  their  receipt,  it  must 
be  confessed  that  the  language  is  sufficiently  ambiguous 
to  give  some  plausibility  to  such  a  construction;  and  that 
it  seems  to  derive  some  support  from  the  refusal  of  tbo 
House  of  Representatives  to  consider  an  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  that 
House,  which  would,  sub'stantislly,  have  given  to  the 
bill,  in  explicit  terms,  the  interpretation  I  have  put  on 
it,  and  have  removed  the' uncertainty  which  now  per- 
vades it.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  may  reasonably 
be  expected  that  the  true  meaning  of  tbe  bill,  should  it 
be  passed  into  a  law,  will  become  a  subject  of  discussion 
snd  controversy,  and  probably  remain  involved  in  mucti 
perplexity  and  doubt,  until  it  shall  have  been  settled  by 
a  judicial  decision.  How  far  these  latter  considerations 
are  to  be  regarded  by  you  in  your  decision  on  the  bill* 
is  a  question  which  belongs  to  another  place,  and  on 
which,  therefore,  I  forbear  to  enlarge  in  this  communi- 
cation. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

♦  B.  F.  BUTLER. 

To  the  Pbesidekt  of  thk  Uvitxd  States. 

An  act  designating  and  llmiUog  the  fundi  receivablo  for  the  revenues 
of  the  united  States. 

Be  it  enacted  bv  the  Senate  and  Howe  of  BepreseniO' 
lives  of  the  Uniiea  States  of  Jlf^erica  in  Congress  assent* 
bledt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  here- 
by is,  required  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  tr.ay  deem 
necesssry  to  efi*ec(t  a  collection  of  the  public  revenue  of 
the  United  States,  whether  arising  from  duties  taxes* 
debts,  or  sales  of  lands,  in  the  manner  and  on  the  prin- 
ciples herein  provided;  that  is,  that  no  such  duties, 
taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money,  payable  for  lands,  shall 
be  collected  or  received  ottierwise  than  ifi  the  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which 
are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said  legal  curren- 
cy of  the  United  States,  under  the  following  restrictions 
and  conditions  in  regard  to  such  notes,  to  wit;  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  notes  of  no  bank  which 
shall  issue  or  circulste  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomina- 
tion than  five  doHars  shall  be  received  on  account  of  the 
public  duea;  snd,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of 
December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  the  notes 
of  no  bank  which  shall  issue  or  circulate  bills  or  notes 
of  a  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars  shall  be  so  receiv- 
able; and,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  d«y  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  tbe  hke  pro* 
hibitton  shall  be  extended  to  the  notes  of  all  banks  issu- 
ing bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  twenty 
dollars. 

Sec.  3-  Jnd  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  no  notes  shall 


2165 


OF  DEBATES  TN  CONGRESS. 


2166 


Makcb  4,  183r.] 


FareweU  Mdreu  of  Andrew  Jaekson. 


[H.  Of  R. 


be  received  by  the  eollectort  op  receivers  of  the  public 
money  which  the  binks  in  which  they  are  to  be  depos- 
ited, ihall  not,  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  agree  to  pass  to  the  credit 
of  the  United  States  as  cash:  Provided,  That,  if  any  de- 
posite  bank  shall  refuse  to  receive  and  pass  to  the  credit 
Qf  the  United  States,  as  cash,  any  notes  receivable  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  which  said  bank,  in  the  ordi- 
nary  course  of  business,  receives  on  general  depoaite, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to 
withdraw  the  public  deposites  from  said  bank. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act  shall 
not  be  so  construed  as  to  pntbibit  receivers  or  collectors 
of  the  dues  of  the  Government  from  receiving  for  the 
public  lands  any  kind  of  land  scrip  or  lYeasury  certifi. 
cates  now  authorized  by  law^  but  the  same  shall  here- 
after be  received  for  the  public  lands,  in  the  same  way 
and  manner  as  has  heretofore  been  practised^  and  it 
shall  not  be  Jawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
make  any  discrimination  in  the  funds  receivable  between 
the  different  branches  of  the  public  revenue,  except  as 
is  provided  in  this  section. 

JAMES  K.  POLK, 
Speaker  of  the  Hutue  of  Mepresentaiivee. 
W.  R.  KING, 
President  of  the  Senile  pro  tempore. 

I  certify  that  this  bill  did  originate  in  the  Senate. 
AsBVBT  DicKivs,  Secretary, 

Farewell  Jddreas  of  Andrew  Jackson  to  the  People  of  the 
United  Stales, 

FsLiow-ciTiZBVs:  Being  about  to  retire  finally  from 
public  life,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  you  my  grateful  thanks 
for  the  many  proofs  of  kindness  and  confidence  which  I 
have  received  at  your  hands.  It  baa  been  my  fortune, 
in  the  discharge  of  public  duties,  civil  and  military,  fre* 
quently  to  have  found  myself  in  difficult  and  trying  situ- 
ations, where  prompt  decision  ami  energetic  action  were 
necessary,  and  where  the  interest  of  the  country  required 
that  high  responsibilities  should  be  fearleasly  encounter- 
ed«  and  it  is  with  the  deepest  emoiions  of  gratitude  that 
I  acknowledge  the  continued  and  unbroken  confidence 
with  which  you  have  sustained  me  in  every  trial.  My 
public  life  has  been  a  long  one,  and  I  cannot  hope  that 
it  has,  at  all  times,  been  free  from  errors.  But  I  hsve 
the  consolation  of  knowing  that,  if  mistakes  have  been 
committed,  they  hsve  not  seriously  injured  the  coun- 
try I  so  anxiously  endeavored  to  serve {  and,  at  the  mo- 
ment when  I  surrender  my  last  public  trust,  I  leave  this 
great  people  prosperous  and  happy,  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  libtriy  and  peace,  and  honored  and  respected 
by  every  nation  of  the  world.  ^ 

If  my  humble  efforts  have,  in  any  degree,  contributed 
to  preserve  to  you  these  blessings,  I  have  been  more 
than  rewarded  by  the  honors  you  have  heaped  upon  me, 
and,  above  all,  by  the  generous  confidence  witl|  which 
you  have  supppried  me  in  every  peril,  and  with  which 
you  have  continued  to  animate  and  cheer  my  path  to  the 
closing  hour  of  my  political  life.  The  time  haa  now 
come,  when  advanced  age  and  a  broken  frame  warn  me 
to  retire  from  public  concerns;  but  the  recollection  of 
\he  many  favors  you  have  bestowed  upon  me  is  engraven 
upon  my  heart,  and  I  have  felt  that  I  could  not  part 
from  your  service  without  making  this  public  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  gratitude  I  owe  you.  And  .if  I  use  the  oc- 
casion to  offer  to  you  the  counsels  of  age  and  experience, 
you  will,  [  trust,  receive  them  with  the  same  indulgent 
kindness  which  you  have  so  often  extended  to  me;  and 
will,  at  least,  see  in  them  an  earnest  desire  to  perpetu- 
ate, in  this  favored  land,  the  blessings  of  liberty  and 
equal  law. 

We  have  now  lived  almost  fifty  years  under  the  con- 


stitution framed  by  the  sages  and  patriots  of  the  Revolu 
tion.  The  conflicts  in  which  the  nations  of  Europe 
were  engaged  during  a  great  part  of  this  period,  the 
spirit  in  which  they  waged  war  against  each  other,  and 
our  intimate  commercial  connexions  with  every  part  of 
the  civilized  world,  rendered  it  a  time  of  much  difficul- 
ty for  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  We  have 
had  our  seasons  of  peace  and  of  war,  with  all  the  evils 
which  precede  or  follow  a  state  of  hostility  with  power- 
ful nations.  We  encountered  these  trials  with  our  con- 
stitution yet  in  its  infancy,  and  under  the  dissdvantagea 
which  a  new  and  untried  Government  must  alwsys  feel 
when  it  is  called  upon  to  put  forth  its  whole  strength, 
without  the  lights  of  experience  to  guide  it,  or  the 
weight  of  precedents  to  justify  its  measures.  But  we 
have  passed  triumphantly  through  all  these  d  fRcultiet. 
Our  constitution  is  no  longer  a  doubtful  experimenti  and, 
at  the  end  of  .nearly  half  a  century,  we  find  that  it  haa 
preserved  unimpaired  the  libertiea  of  the  people,  secu* 
red  the  rights  of  property,  and  that  mir  country  hss.im- 
p roved  and  is  flourishing  beyond  any  former  ezample  ia 
the  history  of  nations. 

In  our  domestic  concerns  there  Is  every  thing  to  en« 
courage  us;  and,  if  you  are,  true  to  yourielves,  nothing 
can  impede  your  msrch  to  the  h-ghest  point  of  national 
prosperi'y.  The  States  which  had  so  long  been  retarded 
in  their  improvement  by  the  Indian  tribea  residing  in  the 
midst  of  them,  are  at  length  relieved  from  the  evil;  and 
this  unhappy  race— the  original  dwellera  in  our  land- 
ace  now  placed  in  a  situstion  where  we  may  well  hope 
that  they  will  share  in  the  blessings  of  civilization,  and 
be  saved  from  that  degradation  and  deatruction  tn  which 
they  were  rapidly  hastening  while  they  remained  in  the 
States;  and  while  the  safety  and  comfort  of  our  own  citi- 
zens have  been  greatly  promoted  by  their  removal,  the 
philanthropist  will  rejoice  that  the  remnant  of  that  ill* 
fated  race  has  been  at  length  placed  beyond  the  reach 
of  injury  or  oppression,  and  that  the  paternal  care  of  the 
General  Government  will  hereafter  watch  over  them  and 
protect  them. 

If  we  turn  to  our  relstions  with  foreign  Powers,  we 
find  our  condition  equally  gratifying.  Actuated  by  the 
sincere  desire  to  do  justice  to  every  nation,  and  to  pre- 
serve the  blessings  of  pesce,  our  intercourse  with  them 
has  been  conducted  on  the  part  of  this  Government  in 
the  spirit  of  frankness,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that 
it  has  generally  been  mef  in  a  corresponding  temper. 
Difficuliies  of  old  standing  have  been  surmounted  by 
friendly  discussion,  and  the  mutual  desire  to  be  just; 
and  the  claims  of  our  citizens,  which  had  been  long 
withheld,  have  at  length  been  acknowledged  and  adjust- 
ed, and  satisfactory  arrangementa  made  for  their  final 
psyment;  and,  with  a  limited,  and,  I  triu»t,  a  temporary 
exception,  our  relations  with  every  foreign  Power  are 
now  of  the  moat  friendly  charscter— our  commerce  con- 
tinuslly  expanding,  and  our  flag  respected  in  every  quar- 
ter of  the  world. 

These  cheering  and  grateful  prospects,  and  these 
multiplied  favors,  we  owe,  under  Providence,  to  the 
adoption  of  the  federal  constitution.  It  is  no  longer  a 
question  whether  this  great  country  can  remain  happily 
united,  and  flourish,  under  our  present  form  of  govern- 
ment. Experience^  the  ulierring  test  of  all  human  un- 
dertakings, has  shown  the  wisdom  and  foresight  of  those 
who  formed  it;  and  has  proved  that,  in  the  ilnion  of  these 
Stales,  there  is  a  sure  foundation  fur  the  hrighteat  hopes 
of  freedom,  and  for  the  happiness  of  the  people.  At 
every  hazard,  and  by  every  sacrifice,  this  Union  must  be 
preserved. 

The  necessity  of  watching  with  jealous  anxiety  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union  waa  earnestly  pressed  upon  hia 
fellow-citizens  by  the  Father  cf  his  Country  in  tiis  fare- 
well addresa.    He  has  there  told  us,  that  ••  while  expe- 
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rience  shall  not  have  demonstrated  its  impracticability, 
there  will  always  be  reason  to  distrust  the  patriotism  of 
those  who,  in  any  quarter,  msy  endeavor  to  weaken  its 
bonds;'*  and  he  hss  cautioned  us,  in  the  strongest  terms, 
against  the  formation  of  parties  on  geographical  dis- 
criminations, as  one  of  the  means  .which  might  disturb 
our  Union,  and  to  which  designing  men  would  be  likely 
to  resort. 

The  lessons  contained  in  this  invaluable  legacy  of 
Washington  to  his  countrymen  should  be  cherished  in 
the  heart  of  every  citizen  to  the  latc-st  generation;  and, 
perhaps,  at  no  period  of  time  could  they  be  more  use- 
fully remembered  than  at  the  present  moment.  For, 
when  we  look  upon  the  scenes  that  are  passing  around 
us,  and  dwell  upon  the  pi»geB  of  his  parting  address, 
bis  paternal  counsels  would  seem  to  be  not  merely  the 
ofTspring  of  wisdom  and  foresight,  but  the  Toice  of 
prophecy,  foretelling  events,  and  warning  us  of  the 
evil  to  come.  Forty  years  have  passed  since  this  im- 
perishable document  was  given  to  hia  countrymen.  The 
federal  constitution  was  then  regarded  by  him  as  an 
experiment,  and  he  so  speaks  ofit  in  his  addreBF,  but 
an  experiment  upon  the  success  of  which  the  best  hopes 
of  his  country  depended;  and  we  all  know  that  he  was 
prepared  to  lny  down  his  life,  if  necessary,  to  secure  to 
it  a  full  and  a  fair  trial.  The  trinl  has  been  made.  It 
has  succeeded  beyond  the  proudest  hopes  of  those  who 
framed  it.  Every  quarter  of  this  widely  extended  na- 
tion has  felt  its  blessings,  and  shared  in  the  general 
prosperity  produced  by  its  adoption.  But,  amid  this 
general  prosperity  and  splendid  success,  the  dangers  of 
which  be  warned  us  are  becoming  every  day  more  evi- 
dent, and  the  signs  of  evil  are  sufficiently  apparent  to 
awaken  the  deepest  anxiety  in  the  bosom  of  the  patriot. 
y^e  behold  systematic  efforts  publicly  made  to  sow  the 
seeds  of  discord  between  diffVrent  parts  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  to.place  party  divisions  directly  upon  geo- 
graphical distinctions;  to  excite  the  South  against  the 
iVorM,  and  the  North  againtt  the  South,  and  to  force 
into  the  controversy  the  most  delicate  and  exciting 
topics^topics  upon  which  it  is  impossible  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  Union  can  ever  speak  without  strong 
■emotion.  Appeals,  too,  are  constantly  made  to  sectional 
interests,  in  order  to  influence  the  election  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate,  aa  if  it  were  desired  that  be  should  favor  a 
particular  quarter  of  the  country,  instead  of  fulfilling 
the  dutiea  of  bis  station  with  impartial  justice  to  all;  and 
the  possible  dissolution  of  the  Union  has  at  length  be- 
come an  ordinary  and  familiar  subjtct  of  discussion. 
Has  the  warning  voice  of  Washington  been  forgotten? 
or  have  designs  already  been  formed  to  sever  the 
Union?  Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  I  impute  to  all  of 
those  who  have  taken  an  active  part  in  these  unwise  and 
unprofitable  discussions  a  want  of  patriotism  or  of  pub- 
lic virtue.  The  honorable  feeling  of  State  pride,  and 
local  attachments,  find  a  place  in  the  bosoms  of  the 
most  enlightened  and  pure.  But  while  such  men  are 
oonscioua  of  their  own  integrity  and  honesty  of  purpose, 
they  ought  never  to  forget  that  the  citiaens  of  other 
Slates  are  thtir  political  brethren;  and  that,  however 
mistaken  they  may  be  in  their  views,  the  great  body  of 
them  are  equally  honest  and^upright  with  themselves. 
Mutual  suspicions  and  reprolches  msy  in  time  create 
mutual  hostility,  and  artful  and  designing  men  will  al- 
ways be  found,  who  are  ready  to  foment  these  fatal 
divisions,  and  to  inflame  the  natural  jealousies  of  difl^er- 
ent  sections  of  the  country.  The  history  of  the  world 
is  full  of  such  examples,  and  especially  the  history  of 
republics. 

What  have  you  to  gain  by  division  and  dissension? 
Delude  not  yourselves  with  the  belief  that  a  breach 
once  made  may  be  afterwards  repaired.  If  the  Union 
ia  Oflce  severed,  the  line  of  separation  will  grow  wider 


and  wider,  and  the  controversies  which  are  now  de- 
bated and  settled  in  the  halls  of  legislation  will  then  be 
tried  in  fields  of  battle,  and  determined  by  the  sword. 
Neither  should  you  deceive  yourselves  with  the  hope 
that  the  first  line  of  separation  would  be  the  permanent 
one,  and  that  nothing  but  harmony  and  concord  would 
be  found  in  the  new  associations  formed  upon  the  dis- 
solution of  this  Union.  Local  interests  would  still  be 
found  there,  and  unchastened  ambition.  And  If  the 
recollection  of  common  dangers,  in  which  the  people  of 
these  United  States  stood  side  by  side  against  the  com- 
mon foe;  the  memory  of  victories  won  by  their  united 
valor;  the  prosperity  and  happiness  they  have  enjoyed 
under  the  present  constitution;  the  proud  name  they 
bear  as  citizens  of  this  great  republic:  if  all  these  recol- 
lections and  proofs  of  common  interact  are  not  strong 
enough  to  bind  us  together  as  one  people,  what  tie  will 
hold  united  the  new  divisions  of  empire,  when  these 
bonds  have  been  broken  and  this  Union  dissevered? 
The  first  line  of  separation  would  not  last  for  a  single 
generation;  new  fragments  would  be  torn  off;  new  lead- 
ers would  spring  up;  and  this  great  and  glorious  repub- 
lic would  soon  be  broken  into  a  multitude  of  petty 
States,  without  commerce,  without  credit;  jealous  of 
one  another;  armed  for  mutual  aggression,  loaded  with 
taxes  to  pay  armies  and  leaders;  seeking  aid  against 
each  other  from  foreign  Powers;  insulted  and  trampled 
upon  by  the  nations  of  Europe,  until,  harassed  with  con- 
flict?, and  humbled  and  debased  in  spirit,  they  would  be 
ready  to  submit  to  the  absolute  dominion  of  any  military 
adventurer,  and  to  surrender  their  liberty  for  the  sake 
of  repose.  It  is  impossible  to  look  on  the  consequen- 
ces that  would  inevitably  follow  the  deatructlon  of  this 
Government,  and  not  feel  indignant  when  we  hear  cold 
calculations  about  the  value  of  the  Union,  and  have  so 
constantly  before  us  a  line  of  conduct  so  well  calculated 
to  weaken  its  ties. 

There  is  too  much  at  stake  to  allow  pride  or  passiofi 
to  influence  your  decision.  Never  for  a  moment  be- 
lieve that  the  great  body  of  the  citiaens  of  any  State  op 
States  can  deliberately  intend  to  do  wrong.  They  may, 
under  the  influence  of  temporary  excitement  or  mis- 
guided opinions,  commit  mistakes;  they  may  be  mis- 
led for  a  time  by  the  suggestions  of  self-interest;  but,  in 
a  community  so  enlightened  and  patriotic  as  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  argument  will  soon  make  them 
sensible  of  their  errors;  and,  when  convinced,  they  will 
be  ready  to  repair  them.  If  they  have  no  higher  or 
better  motives  to  govern  them,  they  will  at  least  per- 
ceive that  their  own  interest  requires  them  to  be  just  to 
others,  as  they  hope  to  receive  justice  at  their  hands. 

But,  in  order  to  maintain  the  Union  unimpaired,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  laws  passed  by  the  consti- 
tuted authorities  should  be  faithfully  executed  in  every 
part  of  the  country,  and  that  every  good  citixen  should, 
at  all  times,  stand  ready  to  put  down,  with  the  combined 
force  of  the  nation,  every  attempt  at  unlawful  resistance, 
under  whatevtr  pretext  it  may  be  made,  or  whatever 
shape  it  may  assume.  Unconstitutional  or  oppressive 
laws  may,  no  doubt,  be  passed  by  Congress,  either  from 
erroneous  views,  or  the  want  of  due  consideration;  if 
they  arc  within  the  reach  of  judicial  authority,  the  reme- 
dy is  easy  and  peacefu^and  if,  from  the  character  of  the 
law,  it  is  an  abuse  of  power  not  within  the  control  of 
the  judiciary,  then  free  dihcussion  and  calm  appeals  to 
reason  and  to  the  justice  of  the  people  will  not  fail  to 
redress  the  wrong.  But  until  the  law  shall  be  declared 
void  by  the  courts,  or  repealed  by  Congress,  no  individ- 
ual, or  combination  of  individuals,  can  be  justified  in 
forcibly  resisting  its  execution.  It  is  impossible  that 
any  Government  can  continue  to  exist  upon  any  other 
principles.  It  would  cease  to  be  a  Government,  and  be 
unworthy  of  the  name,  if  it  bad  not  the  power  to  enforce 
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the  execution  of  its  own  laws  within  its  own  sphere  of 
action. 

It  Ts  true  that  cases  may  be  ima,^ined  disclosing  such  a 
settled  purpose  of  usurpation  and  oppression,  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  as  would  justify  an  appeal  to  arms. 
These,  however,  are  extreme  cases,  which  we  have  no 
reason  to  apprehend  in  a  Government  where  the  poweh 
ia  in  the  hands  of  a  patriotic  people;  and  no  citizen  who 
loves  bis  country  would,  in  any  case  whatever,  resort  to 
forcible  resistance,  unless  he  clearly  saw  that  the  time 
had  come  when  a  freeman  should  prefer  death  to  sub- 
mission; for  if  such  a  struggle  is  once  begun,  and  the 
citizens  of  one  section  pf  the  country  arrayed  in  arms 
against  those  of  another  in  doubtful  conflict,  let  the  bat- 
tle result  as  it  may,  there  will  be  an  end  of  the  Union, 
and  with  it  an  end  to  the  hopes  of  freedom.  The  victo- 
ry of  the  injured  would  not  secure  to  the:n  the  blessings 
of  liberty;  it  would  avenge  their  wrongs,  but  they  would 
themselves  share  in  the  common  ruin. 

But  the  constitution  cannot  be  maintained,  nor  the 
Union  preserved,  in  opposition  to  public  feeling,  by  the 
mere  exertion  of  the  coercive  powers  confided  to  the 
General  Government.  The  foundations  must  be  laid  in 
the  affections  of  the  people;  in  the  security  it  gives  to 
life,  liberty,  character,  and  property,  in  every  quarter 
of  the  counti7;  and  in  the  fraternal  attachment  which 
the  citizens  of  the  several  States  bear  to  one  another,  as 
members  of  one  political  family,  mutually  contributing 
to  promote  the  happiness  of  each  other.  Hence  the  cit- 
izens of  every  State  should  studiously  avoid  every  thing 
calculated  to  wound  the  sensibility  or  offend  the  just 
pride  of  the  people  of  other  States;  and  they  should 
frown  upon  any  proceedings  within  their  own  borders 
likely  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  their  political  breth- 
ren in  other  portions  of  the  Union.  In  a  country  so  ex- 
tensive as  the  United  States,  and  with  pursuits  so  varied, 
the  internal  regulations  of  the  several  States  must  fre- 
quently differ  from  one  nnother  in  important  particulars; 
and  this  difference  is  unavoidably  increased  by  the  vary- 
ing principles  upon  which  the  American  colonies  were 
originally  planted;  principles  which  had  taken  deep  root 
m  their  social  relations  before  the  Revolution,  and  there- 
fore of  necessity  influencing  their  policy  since  they  be- 
came free  and  independent  States.  But  each  State  has 
the  unquestionable  right  to  regulate  its  own  internal  con- 
cerns according  to  its  own  pleasure;  and,  while  it  does 
not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  people  of  other  States, 
or  the  rights  of  the  Union,  every  State  must  be  the  5ole 
judge  of  the  measures  proper  to  secure  the  safety  of  its 
citizens,  and  promote  their  happiness;  and  all  efforts  on 
the  part  of  people  of  other  States  to  cast  odium  upon 
their  institutions,  and  all  measures  calculated  to  disturb 
their  rights  of  property,  or  to  put  in  jeopardy  their  peace 
and  internal  tranquillity,  are  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
spirit  in  which  the  Union  was  formed,  and  must  endanger 
its  safety.  Motives  of  philanthropy  may  be  assigned  for 
this  unwarrantable  interference;  and  weak  men  may  per- 
suade themselves  for  a  moment  that  they  are  laboring  in 
the  cause  of  humanity,  and  asserting  the  rights  of  the 
human  race;  but  every  one,  upon  sober  reflection,  will 
see  that  nothing  but  mischief  can  come  from  these  im- 
proper assaults  upon  the  feelings  and  rights  of  others. 
Rest  assured  that  the  men  found  busy  in  this  work  of  dis- 
cord are  not  worthy  of  your  confidence,  and  deserve 
your  strongest  repn)bation . 

In  the  legislation  of  Congress,  also,  and  in  every  meas- 
ure of  the  General  Government,  justice  to  every  portion 
of  the  United  Stntes  should  be  faithfully  observed.  No 
free  Government  can  stand  without  virtue  in  the  people, 
and  a  lofty  spirit  of  patriotism;  and  if  the  sordid  feelings 
of  mere  selfishness  shall  usurp  the  place  which  ought  to 
be  filled  by  public  spirit,  the  legislation  of  Congress,  will 
sbon  be  converted  into  a  scramble  for  personal  and  sec- 


tional advantages.  Under  our  free  institutions,  (he  citi- 
zens of  every  quarter  of  our  country  are  capable  of  at- 
taining a  high  degree  of  prosperity  and  happiness,  with- 
out seeking  to  profit  themselves  at  the  expense  of  others; 
and  every  such  attempt  must  in  the  end  fail  to  succeed, 
for  the  people  in  every  part  of  the  United  States  are  too 
enlightened  not  to  understand  their  own  rights  and  inter- 
ests, and  to  detect  and  defeat  every  effort  to  gain  undue 
advantages  over  them;  and  when  such  designs  are  dis- 
covered, it  naturally  provokes  resentments  which  can- 
not always  be  easily  allayed.  Justice,  full  and  ample 
justice,  to  every  portion  of  the  United  States,  should  be 
the  ruling  principle  of  every  freeman,  and  should  guide 
the  deliberations  of  every  public  body,  whether  it  be 
State  or  national. 

ft  is  well  known  that  there  have  always  been  those 
amongst  us  who  wish  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government;  and  experience  would  seem  to  indi- 
cate that  there  is  a. tendency  on  the  part  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  overstep  the  boundaries  marked  out  for  it  by 
the  constitution.  Its  legitimate  authority  is  abundantly 
sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  created; 
and  its  powers  being  expressly  enumerated,  there  can 
be  no  justification  for  claiming  any  thing  beyond  them. 
Every  attempt  to  exercise  power  'beyond  these  limit* 
should  be  promptly  and  firmly  opposed.  For  one  evil 
example  will  lead  to  other  measures  still  more  mischiev-' 
oiis;  and  if  the  principle  of  constructive  powers,  or  sup- 
posed advantages,  or  temporary  circumstances,  sl^all  ever 
be  permitted  to  justify  the  assumption  of  a  power  not 
given  by  the  constitution,  the  General  Government  will 
before  long  absorb  all  the  powers  of  legislation,  and  you 
.will  have,  in  effect,  but  one  consolidated  Government. 
From  the  extent  of  our  country,  its  diversified  interests, 
different  pursuits,  and  different  habits,  it  is  too  obviouf 
for  argument,  that  a  single  consolidated  Government 
would  be  wholly  inadequate  to  watch  over  and  protect 
its  interests;  and  every  friend  of  our  free  institutions 
should  be  always  prepared  to  maintain  unimpaired  and 
in  full  vigor  the  rights  and  sovereignty  of  the  States,  and 
to  confine  the  action  of  the  General  Government  strictly 
to  the  sphere  of  its  appropriate  duties. 

There  i?,  perhaps,  no  one  of  the  powers  conferred  on 
the  Federal  Government  so  liable  to  abuse  as  the  taxing 
power.  The  most  productive  and  convenient  sources  of 
revenue  were  necessarily  given  to  it,  that  it  might  be 
able  to  perform  the  important  duties  imposed  upon  it; 
and  the  taxes  which  it  lays  upon  commerce  being  con- 
cealed from  the  real  payer  in  the  price  of  the  article,  they 
do  not  so  readily  attract  the  attention  of  the  people  as 
smaller  sums  demanded  from  them  directly  by  the  tax- 
gatherer.  But  the  tax  imposed  on  goods  enhances  by 
so  much  the  price  of  the  commodity  to  the  consumer; 
and,  as  many  of  these  duties  are  imposed  on  articlea-of 
necessity,  which  are  daily  used  by  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  the  money  raised  by  these  imposts  is  drawn  from 
their  pockets.  Congress  has  no  right,  under  the  constitu- 
tion, to  take  money  from  the  people,  unless  it  is  requi- 
red to  execute  some  one  of  the  specific  powers  intrusted 
to  the  Government;  and  if  they  raise  more  Shan  is  neces- 
sary for  such  purposes  it  is  an  abuse  of  the  power  of 
taxation,  and  unjust  and  oppressive.  It  may,  indeed, 
happen  that  the  revenue  will  sometimes  exceed  the 
amount  anticipated  when  the  taxes  were  laid.  When, 
however,  this  is  ascertained,  it  is  easy  to  reduce  them, 
and,  in  such  a  case,  it  is  unquestionably  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  reduce  them;  for  no  circumstances 
can  justify  it  in  assuming  a  power  not  given  to  it  by  the 
constitution,  nor  in  taking  away  the  money  of  the  people 
when  it  is  not  needed  for  the  legitimate  wants  of  the 
Government. 

Plain  as  these  principles  appear  to  be,  you  will  yet 
find  there  is  a  constant  effort  to  Induce  tbe  General  Ger- 
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eminent  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  its  taxing^  power,  and 
to  impose  unnecessary  burdens  upon  the  people.  Many 
powerful  interests  are  continually  at  work  lo  procure 
heavy  duties  on  commerce,  and  to  swell  the  revenue  be- 
yond the  real  necessities  of  the  public  service;  and  ihe 
country  has  already  felt  the  injurious  effects  of  their 
combined  influence.  They  succeeded  in  obtaining  a 
teriff  of  duties  bearing  most  oppressively  on  the  agrri- 
cultural  and  laboring  classes  of  suciety,  and  producing  a 
revenue  that  could  not  be  usefully  employed  within  the 
range  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  Congressi  and,  in 
order  to  fasten  upon  the  people  this  unjust  and  unequal 
system  of  taxation,  extravagant  schemes  of  internal  im- 
provements were  got  up  in  various  quarters,  to  squander 
the  monev  and  to  purchase  support.  Thus  one  uncon- 
atitutional  measure  was  intended  to  be  upheld  by 
another,  and  the  abuse  of  the  power  of  taxation  was  to 
be  maintained  by  usurping  the  power  of  expending  the 
money  in  internal  improvements.  You  cannot  have  for- 
gotten the  severe  and  doubtful  struggle  through  which. 
we  passed  when  the  executive  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, by  lis  veto,  endeavored  to  arrest  this  prodi- 
gal scheme  of  injustice,  and  to  bring  back  the  legislation 
of  Congress  to  the  boundaries  prescribed  by  the  consti- 
tution. The  good  sense  and  practical  judt^ment  of  the 
people,  when  the  subject  was4>rought  before  them,  sus- 
tained the  course  of  the  Executive;  and  this  plan  of  un- 
constitutional expenditures  for  the  purposes  of  corrupt 
Influence  is,  I  trust,  finally  overthrow^. 

The  result  of  this  decision  has  been  felt  in  the  rapid 
extinguishment  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  larj^e  accu- 
muUtion  of  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  notwithstanding 
the  tariflf  was  reduced,  and  is  now  very  far  below  the 
amount  originally  contemplated  by  its  advocates.  But, 
rely  upon  it,  the  design  to  collect  an  extravagant  reve- 
nue, and  to  burden  you  with  taxes  beyond  the  economi- 
cal wants  of  the  Government,  is  not  yet  abandoned.  The 
various  interests  which  have  combined  together  to  im- 
pose a  heavy  tariff,  and  to  produce  an  overflowing 
Treasury,  are  too  atrong,  and  have  too  much  at  stake,  to 
surrender  the  contest.  The  corporations  and  wealthy 
individuals  who  are  engaged  in  large  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments desire  a  high  tariff  to  increase  their  gains. 
Designing  politicians  will  support  it  to  cunciliate  their 
favor,  and  to  obtain  the  means  of  profuse  expenditure, 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  influence  in  othtr  quarters; 
and,  since  the  people  have  decided  that  the  Federal 
Government  cannot  be  permitted  to  employ  its  income 
in  internal  improvements,  efforts  will  be  made  to  seduce 
and  mislead  the  citizens  of  the  several  States,  by  holding 
out  tu  them  the  deceitful  prospect  of  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived from  a  surplus  revenue  collected  by  the  General 
Government,  and  annually  divided  among  the  States; 
and  if,  encouraged  by  these  fHllacious  hopes,  the  States 
should  disregard  the  principles  of  economy  which  ought 
to  characterize  every  republican  Government,  and 
•huuld  indulge  in  lavish  expenditures,  exceeding  their 
resources,  they  will,  before  long,  find  themselves  op- 
pressed with  debts  which  they  are  unable  pay,  and  the 
temptation  will  become  irj^tsistible  to  support  a  high 
tariff*  in  order  to  obtain  a  surplus  for  distribution.  Do 
not  allow  yourselves,  my  fellow-citizcns,  to  be  misled  on 
this  subject.  The  Federal  Government  cannot  collect 
a  surplus  for  such  purposes,  without  violating  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution,  and  assuming  powers  which 
have  not  been  granted.  It  is,  mifreover,  a  system  of  in- 
justice, and,  if  persisted  in,  will  inevitably  lead  to  cor- 
ruption, and  must  end  in  ruin.  The  surplus  revenue 
will  be  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the  people,  from  the 
farmer,  the  mechanic,  and  the  laboring  classes  of  so- 
ciety; but  who  will  receive  it  when  distributed  among 
the  States,  where  it  is  to  be  disposed  of  by  leading  Slate 
politicians,  who  have  friends  to  favor  and  political  par- 


tisans to  gratify?  It  will  certainly  not  be  returned  to 
those  who  paid  it,  and  who  have  most  need  of  it,  and  are 
honestly  entitled  to  it.  There  is  but  one  safe  rule;  and 
that  is,  to  confine  the  General  Government  rigidly  with- 
in the  sphere  of  its  appropriate  duties.  -  It  has  no  power 
to  raise  a  revenue  or  impose  taxea  except  for  the  pur- 
poses enumerated  in  the  constitution;  and  if  its  income 
is  found  to  exceed  these  wants,  it  should  be  forthwith 
reduced,  and  the  burden  of  the  people  so  far  lightened. 

In  reviewing  the  conflicts  which  have  taken  place  be- 
tween different  interests  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
policy  pursued  since  the  adoption  of  our  present  form 
of  government,  we  find  nothing  that  has  produced  suchi 
deep-seated  evil  as  the  course  of  legislation  in  relation 
to  the  currency.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States 
unquestionably  intended  to  secure  to  the  people  a  circula- 
ting medium  of  gold  and  silver.  But  the  esiablishmcnt 
of  a  national  bank  by  Congress,  with  the  privilege  of 
issuing  paper  money  receivable  in  the  payment  of  the 
public  dues,  and  the  unfortunate  course  of  legislation  in 
the  several  St&tes  upon  the  astme  subject,  drove  from 
general  circulation  the  constitutional  currency,  and  sub- 
stituted one  of  pnp^r  in  its  pface. 

It  was  not  easy  for  men  engaged  in  the  ordinary  pur- 
suits of  business,  whose  attention  had  not  been  particu* 
larly  drawn  to  the  subject,  to  foresee  all  the  consequen- 
ces of  a  currency  ezcHisively  of  paper;  and  we  ought 
not,  on  that  account,  to  be  surprised  at  the  facility  with 
which  laws  were  obtained  to  carry  into  effect  the  paper 
svs'em.  Honest  and  even  enlightened  men  are  some- 
times misled  by  the  specious  and  plausible  statements  of 
the  designing.  But  experience  has  now  proved  the 
mischiefs  and  dangers  of  a  paper  currency;  and  it  rests 
with  you  to  determine  whether  the  proper  remedy  shall 
be  applied. 

The  paper  system  being  /ounded  on  public  confi* 
dei)ce,  and  having  of  itself  no  intrinsic  value,  it  is  liable 
to  great  and  sudden  fluctuations;  thereby  rendering 
property  insecure,  and  the  wages  of  labor  unsteady  and 
uncertain.  The  corporations  which  create  the  paper 
money  csnnot  be  relied  upon  to  keep  the  circulating 
medium  uniform  in  amount.  In  times  of  prosperity, 
when  confidence  is  high,  they  are  tempted,  by  the  pros« 
pect  of  Rain,  or  by  the  influence  of  ttiose  who  hope  to 
profit  by  it,  to  extend  their  issues  of  paper  beyond 
the  bounds  of  discretion  and  the  reasonable  demands  of 
business.  And  when  these  issues  have  been  pushed  on, 
from  day  to  day,  until  public  confidence  is  at  length 
shaken,  then  a  reaction  tukes  place,  and  they  immediate- 
ly withdraw  the  credits  they  have  given,  suddenly  cur- 
tail their  issues,  and  produce  an  unexpected  and  ruin- 
ous contraction  of  the  circulating  medium,  which  is  felt 
by  the  whole  community.  The  banks,  by  this  means, 
save  themselves,  and  the  mischievous  consequences  of 
their  imprudence  or  cupidity  are  visited  upon  the  pub- 
lic. Nor  does  the  evil  stop  here.  These  ebbs  and 
flows  in  the  currency,  and  these  indiscreet  extensions  of 
credit,  naturally  engender  a  spirit  of  speculation  injuri- 
ous to  the  habits  and  charncter  of  the  people.  We  have 
already  seen  its  effects  in  the  wild  spirit  of  speculation 
in  the  public  lands  and  various  kinds  of  stock,  which 
within  the  last  year  or  two  seized  upon  such  a  multitude  of 
our  citizens,  and  threatened  to  pervade  all  classes  of  so- 
ciety, and  to  withdraw  their  attention  from  the  sober 
pursuits  of  honest  industry.  It  is  not  by  encouraging 
this  spirit  that-  we  shall  best  preserve  public  virtue  and 
promote  the  true  interests  of  our  country.  But  if  your 
currency  continues  as  exclusively  paper  as  it  now  is,  it 
will  foster  this  eager  desire  to  amass  wealth  without  la- 
bor; it  will  multiply  the  number  of  dependents  on  bsnk 
accommodations  and  bank  favors;  the  temptation  to  ob- 
tain money  at  any  sacrifice  will  become  stronger  and 
stronger,  and  inevitably  lead  to  corruption,  which  will 
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find  its  way  into  your  public  coancili,  and  defltroy,  at 
no  distant  day,  the  purity  of  your  Government.  Some 
of  the  evils  which  arise  from  this  system  of  paper  press 
with  peculiar  hardship  upon  the  class  of  society  least 
ftble  to  bear  it.  A  portion  of  this  currency  frequently  be- 
comes  depreciated  or  worthless,  and  all  of  it  is  easily 
counterfeited  in  such  a  manner  as  to  require  peculiar 
skill  and  much  experience  to  distinguish  the  counterfeit 
from  tlie  genuine  note.  These  frauds  are  roost  general- 
ly perpetrated  in  the  smaller  notes,  which  are  used  in 
the  daily  transactions  of  ordinary  business;  and  the  4osse8 
occasioned  by  them  are  commonly  thrown  upon  the  la- 
boring classes  of  society,  whose  situation  and  pursuits 
put  it  out  of  their  power  to  guard  themselves  from  these 
impositions,  and  whose  daily  wages  are  necessary  for 
their  subsistence.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  Government 
so  to  regulate  its  currency  as  to  protect  this  numerous 
class,  as  far  as  practicable,  from  the  impositions  of  ava- 
rice and  fraud.  It  is  more  especially  the  duty  of  the 
United  States,  where  the  Government  is  emphatically 
the  Government  of  the  people,  and  where  this  respecta- 
ble portion  of  our  citizens  are  so  proudly  distinguished 
from  the  laboring  classes  of  all  other  nations,  by  their 
independent  spirit,  their  love  of  liberty,  their  intelli- 
gence, and  their  high  tone  of  moral  character.  Their 
industry,  in  peace,  is  the  source  of  our  wealth}  and  their 
bravery,  in  war,  has  covered  us  with  glory;  and  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  will  but  ill  discharge 
its  duties  if  it  leaves  them  a  prey  to  such  dishonest  im- 
positions. Tet  it  is  evident  that  their  interests  cannot 
be  effectually  protected,  unless  silver  and  gold  are  re- 
stored to  circulation. 

These  views  alone,  of  the  paper  currency,  are  suffi- 
cient to  ctll  for  immediate  reform'i  but  there  is  another 
consideration  which  should  still  more  strongly  press  it 
upon  your  attention. 

Recent  events  have  proved  that  the  paper-money  sys- 
tem of  this  country  may  be  used  as  an  engine  to  under- 
mine your  free  institutions;  and  that  those  who  desire 
to  engross  all  power  in  the  hands  of  the  few,  and  to  gov- 
ern by  corruption  or  force,  are  aware  of  its  power,  and 
prepared  to  employ  it.  Your  banks  now  furnish  your 
only  circulating  medium,  and  money  is  plenty  or  scarce, 
according  to  the  quantity  of  notes  issued  by  them. 
While  they  have  capitals  not  greatly  disproportioned  to 
each  other,  they  are  competitors  in  business,  and  no  one 
of  them  can  exercise  dominion  over  the  rest;  and  al- 
though, in  the  present  state  of  the  currency,  these  banks 
nay  and  do  operate  injuriously  upon  the  habits  of  busi- 
nes9,  the  pecuniary  concerns,  and  the  moral  tone  of  so- 
ciety, yet,  from  their  number  and  dispersed  situation, 
they  cannot  combine  for  the  purposes  of  political  influ- 
ence; and,  whatever  may  be  the  dispositions  of  some  of 
them,  their  power  of  mischief  must  necesssrily  be  con- 
fined to  a  narrow  space,  and  felt  only  in  th^ir  immediate 
neighborhoods. 

But  when  the  charter  for  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  obtained  from  Congress,  it  perfected  the 
schemes  of  the  paper  system,  and  gave  to  its  advocates 
the  position  they  hsve  struggled  to  obtain,  from  the 
eommencement  of  the  Federal  Government  to  the  pres- 
ent hour.  The  immense  capiial  and  peculiar  privileges 
bestowed  upon  it  enabled  it  to  exercise  despotic  sway 
over  the  other  banks,  in  every  part  of  the  country.  From 
its  superior  strength,  it  could  seriously  injure,  if  not  de- 
stroy, the  business  of  any  one  of  them  which  might  in- 
cur its  resentment;  and  it  openly  claimed  for  itself  the 
power  of  regulating  the  currency  throughout  the  United 
States.  In  other  wnrdi*,  it  asserted  (and  it  undoubtedly 
possessed)  the  power  to  make  money  plenty  or  scarce, 
at  its  pleasure,  at  any  time,  and  in  any  quarter  of  the 
Union,  by  controlling  the  issues  of  other  banks,  snd  per- 
mitting an  expansion,  or  compelling  a  general  contrac- 


tion, of  the  circulating  medium,  according  to  its  own 
will.  The  other  banking  institutions  were  sensible  of 
its  strength,  and  they  soon  generally  became  its  obedi- 
ent instruments,  ready  at  all  times  to  execute  its  man- 
dates; and  with  the  banks  necessarily  went,  also,  that 
numerous  class  of  persons  in  our  commercial  cities  who 
depend  altogether  on  bank  credits  for  their  solvency 
and  means  of  business;  snd  who  are  therefore  obliged, 
for  their  own  safety,  to  propitiate  the  favor  of  the  money 
power  by  distinguished  zeal  and  devotion  in  its  service. 
The  result  of  the  ill-advised  legislation  which  established 
this  grest  monopoly  was,  to  concentrate  the  whole  mo- 
neyed power  of  the  Union,  with  its  boundless  means  of 
corruption  and  its  numerous  dependents,  under  the  di- 
rection and  commsnd  of  one  acknowledged  head;  thus 
organizing  this  yrticular  interest  as  one  body,  and  se- 
curing to  it  unity  and  concert  of  action  throughout  the 
United  States,  and  enabling  it  to  bring  forward,  upon 
any  occasion,  its  entire  and  undivided  strength,  to  sop- 
port  or  defeat  any  measure  of  the  Government.  In  the 
hands  of  this  formidable  power,  thus  perfectly  organized, 
,was  also  placed  unlimited  dominion  over  the  amount  of- 
the  circulating  medium,  giving  it  the  power  to  regulate 
the  value  of  property  and  the  fruits  of  labor  in  every 
quarter  of  the  Union;  and  to  bestow  prosperity  or  bring 
ruin  upon  any  city  or  section  of  the  country,  as  might 
b%st  comport  with  its  own  interest  or  policy. 

We  are  not  left  to  conjecture  how  the  moneyed  pow- 
er,, thus  organized,  and  with  such  a  weapon  in  its  hands, 
would  be  likely  to  use  it.  The  distress  and  alarm  which 
pervaded  andagptated  the  wb6le  country  «hen  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  waged  war  upon  the  people,  in  or- 
der to  compel  them  to  submit  to  its  demands,  cannot  yet 
be  forgotten.  The  ruthless  and  unsparing  temper  with 
which  whole  cities  and  communities  were  oppressed,  in- 
dividuals  impoverished  and  ruined,  and  a  scene  of  cheer- 
ful prosperity  suddenly  changed  into  one  of  gloom  and 
despondency,  ought  to  be  indelibly  impressed  on  the 
memory  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  If  such  was 
its  power  in  s  time  of  peace,  what  would  it  not  have 
been  in  a.season  of  war,  with  an  enemy  at  your  doors' 
No  nation  but  the  freemen  of  the  United  States  could 
have  come  out  victorious  from  such  a  contest;  y€t,  if  you 
had  not  conquered,  the  Government  would  have  passed 
from  the  hands  of  the  many  to  the  hands  of  the  few;  and 
this  organized  money  power,  from  its  secret  conclave, 
would  have  dictated  the  choice  of  your  highest  officeis, 
snd  compelled  you  to  make  pesce  or  war,  as  best  suited 
their  own  wishes.  The  forms  of  your  Government 
might,  for  a  time,  have  remained,  but  its  living  spirit 
would  have  departed  from  it. 

The  distress  and  sufferings  inflicted  on  the  people  by 
the  bank  are  some  of  the  miits  of  that  system  of  policy 
which  is  continually  striving  to  enlarge  the  authority  of 
the  Federal  Government  beyond  the  limits  fixed  by  the 
constitution.  The  powers  enumerated  in  that  instru- 
ment do  not  confer  on  Congress  the  right  to  establish 
such  a  corporation  as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  evil  consequences  which  followed  may  warn  us  of 
the  danger  of  departing  from  the  true  rule  of  construc- 
tion, snd  of  permitting  temporary  circumstances,  or  the 
hope  of  better  promoting  the  public  welfare,  to  influ- 
ence, in  any  degree,  our  decisions  upon  the  extent  of 
the  authority  of  the  General  Government.  Let  us  abide 
by  the  constitution  as  it  is  written,  or  amend  it,  in  the 
constitutional  mode,  if  it  is  found  to  be  defective. 

The  severe  lessons  of  experience  will,  I  doubt  not,  be 
sufficient,  to  prevent  Congress  from  again  chartering  such 
a  n^onopoly,  even  if  the  constitution  did  not  present  an 
insuperable  objection  to  it.  But  you  must  remember, 
my  fellow-citizens,  that  eternal  v'igilance  by  the  people 
is  the  price  of  liberty;  and  that  you  must  psy  the  price 
:f  you  wish  to  secure  the  blessing.    It  behooves  you. 
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therefore,  to  be  watchful  in  your  Stately  aa  well  at  in 
the  Federal  Government.  The  power  which  the  mo- 
neyed interest  can  exercise,  when  concentrated  under  a 
single  head,  and  with  our  present  system  of  currency, 
was  sufficiently  demonstrated  in  the  struggle  made  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Defeated  in  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  the  same  class  of  intriguers  and  poli- 
ticians will  now  resort  to  the  States,  and  endeavor  to  ob- 
tain there  the  same  organization  which  they  failed  to 
perpetuate  in  the  Union)  and  with  specious  and  deceit- 
ful plans  of  public  advantages,  and  State  interests,  and 
State  pridfr  they  will  endeavor  to  establish,  in  the  dif- 
ferent States,  one  moneyed  institution,  with  overgrown 
capital,  and  exclusive  privileges,  sufficient  to  enable  it  to 
control  the  operations  of  the  other  banks.  Such  an  in- 
stitution will  be  pregnant  with  the  same  evils  produced 
by  the  Dank  of  the  United  States,  although  its  sphere 
of  action  is  more  confined;  and,  in  the  State  in  Which  it 
is  chartered,  the  money  power  will  be  able  to  imbody 
its  whole  stiength,  and  to  move  together  with  undivided 
force  to  accomplish  any  object  it  may  wibh  to  attain. 
Yuu  have  already  had  abundant  evidence  of  its  power  to 
inflict  injury  upon  the  agricultural,  mechanical,  and  la- 
baring  classes  of  society;  and  over  those  whose  engage- 
ments in  trade  or  speculation  render  them  dependent  on 
bank  facirities,  the  dominion  of  the  State  monopoly  will 
be  absolute,  and  their  obedience  unlimited.  With  such 
a  bank  and  a  paper  currency,  the  money  power  would, 
in  a  few  years,  govern  the  State  and  control  its  meas* 
ureR;  and,  if  a  sufficient  number  of  States  can  be  induced 
to  create  such  establibbmentfi,  the  time  will  soon  come 
when  it  will  again  take  the  field  against  the  United 
States,  and  succeed  in  perfecting  and  perpetuating  its 
organization  by  a  charter  from  Congress. 

It  is  one  of  ihe  serious  evils  of  our  present  system  of 
banking,  that  it  enables  one  class  of  society,  and  that  by 
no  means  a  numerous  one,  by  its  control  over  the  cur- 
rency, to  act  injuriously  upon  the  interests  of  all  the 
oiherF,  and  to  exerciiie  more  than  its  just  proportion  of 
influence  in  political  aflltirs.  The  agricultural,  the  me- 
chanical, and  the  laboring  classes,  have  little  or  no  share 
in  tlie  direction  of  the  great  moneyed  corporations;  and, 
from  their  habits,  and  the  nature  of  their  pursuits,  tbey 
are  incapable  of  forming  extensive  combinations  to  act 
together  with  united  fjrce.  Such  concert  of  action  may 
sometimes  be  pruduced  in  a  single  city,  or  in  a  small  dis- 
trict of  country,  by  means  of  personal  communications 
with  each  other;  but  they  have  no  regular  or  active  cor- 
respondence with  those  who  are  engaged  in  similar  pur- 
suits in  distant  places;  they  have  but  little  patronage  to 
give  to  the  press,  and  exercise  but  a  small  share  of  influ- 
ence over  it;  they  have  no  crowd  of  dependents  about 
them,  who  hope  to  grow  rich  without  labor,  by  their 
countenance  and  favor,  and  who  are,  therefore,  always 
ready  to  execute  their  wishes.  The  planter,  the  farmer, 
the  mechanic,  and  the  laborer,  all  know  that  their  suc- 
ce^  depends  upon  their  own  industry  aad  economy,  and 
that  they  mu^it  not  expect  to  become  suddenly  rich  by 
the  fruits  of  their  toil.  Yet  these  cla>ses  of  society  form 
the  great  body  of  the  people  of  the  United  States;  they 
ace  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  country;  men  who  love 
liberty,  and  desire  nothing  but  equal  rights  and  equal 
laws;  and  whc,  moreover,  hold  the  great  mass  of  our  na- 
tional wtaltb,  although  it  is  distributed  in  moderate 
amounts  among  the  millions  of  freemen  who  possess  it. 
But,  with  overwhelming  numbers  and  wealth  on  their 
side,  they  arc  in  constant  danger  of  losing  their  fair  in- 
Quence  in  the  Government,  and  with  difliculty  maintain 
their  just  rights  against  the  incessant  e  Hurts  daily  made 
to  encroach.upon  them.  The  mischief  springs  from  the 
power  which  the  moneyed  interest  derives  from  a  paper 
currency,  which  they  are  able  to  control;  from  the  mul- 
titude of  corporation?,  with  exclusive  privileges,  which 


tbey  have  aucceeded  in  obtaining  in  the  diflferent  States, 
and  which  are  employed  altogether  for  their  benefit ^ 
and,  unless  vou  become  more  watchful  in  your  States, 
and  check  this  spirit  of  monopoly  and  thirst  for  exclusive 
privileges,  you  will,  in  the  end,  find  that  the  moat  im- 
portant powers  of  Government  have  been  given  or  bar- 
tered awav,  and  the  control  over  your  dearest  interesltt 
has  passed  into  the  bands  of  these  corporations. 

The  paper*money  system  and  its  natural  associations — 
monopoly  and  exclusive  privileges— have  already  struck 
their  roots  too  deep  in  the  soil;  and  it  will  require  all 
your  eflTorts  to  check  its  further  growth,  and  to  eradicate 
the  evil.  The  men  who  profit  by  the  abuses,  and  desire 
to  perpetuate  them,  will  continue  to  besiege  the  halls  of 
legislation  in  the  General  Government  as  well  as  in  the 
Slates,  and  will  seek,  by  every  artifice,  to  mislead  and 
deceive  the  public  servants.  It  is  to  yourselves  thai  you 
must  look  for  safety,  and  the  means  of  guarding  and  per- 
petuating your  free  institutions.  In  your  hands  is  right- 
fully placed  the  sovereignty  of  the  country,  and  to  you 
every  one  placed  in  authority  is  ultimately  responsible. 
It  is  always  in  your  power  to  see  that  the  wishes  of  the 
people  are  carried  into  faithful  execution,  and  their  will, 
when  once  made  known,  must,  sooner  or  later,  be  obeyed. 
And  while  the  people  remain,  as  I  trust  tbey  ever  will, 
uncorrupted  and  incorruptible,  and  continue  watchful 
and  jealous  of  their  rights,  the  Government  is  safe,  and 
the  cause  of  freedom  will  continue  to  triumph  over  all 
its  enemies. 

But  it  will  require  steady  and  persevering  exertions 
on  your  part  to  rid  yourselves  of  the  iniuuities  and  mis- 
chiefs of.  the  paper  system,  and  to  check  the  spirit  of 
monopoly  and  other  abuses  which  have  sprung  up  with 
it,  and  of  which  it  is  the  main  support.  So  many  in- 
tertsts  are  united  to  resist  all  reform  on  this  subject, 
that  you  must  not  hope  the  conflict  will  be  a  short  one, 
nor  success  easy.  My  humble  tfiorts  have  not  been 
spared,  during  my  administration  of  the  Government,  to 
restore  the  constitutional  currency  of  gold  and  silver^ 
and  something,  I  trust,  has  been  done  towards  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  most  desirable  objec^  But  enough 
yet  remains  to  require  all  your  energy  and  perseverance. 
The  power,  however,  is  in  your  hands,  and  the  remedy 
must  and  will  be  applied,  if  you  determine  upon  it. 

While  1  am  thus  endeavoring  to  press  upon  your  at- 
tention the  principles  which  I  deem  of  vital  importance 
in  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  country,  I  ought  not  to 
pass  over,  without  notice,  the  important  considerations 
which  should  govern  your  policy  towards  foreign  Pow- 
ers. It  is,  unquestionably,  our  true  interest  to  cultivate 
the  most  friendly  understanding  with  every  nation,  and 
to  avoid,  by  every  honorable  means^  the  calamities  of 
war;  and  we  shall  best  attain  this  object  by  frankness 
<ind  sincerity  in  our  foreign  intercourse,  by  the  prompt 
and  faithCul  execution  of  treaties,  and  by  justice  and 
impartiality  in  our  conduct  to  all.  But  no  nation,  how- 
ever desirous  of  peace,  can  hope  to  escape  occasional 
collisions  with  other  Powers;  and  the  soundest  dictates 
of  policy  require  that  we  bbould  place  ourselves  In  a 
condition  to  assert  our  rightii,  if  a  resort  to  force  should 
ever  become  necessary.  Our  local  situation,  our  long 
line  of  seacoast,  indented  by  numerous  bays,  with  deep 
rivers  opening  into  the  interior,  as  well  as  our  extended 
and  still  increasing  commerce,  point  to  the  navy  as  our 
natural  means  of  defence.  11  will,  in  the  end,  be  found 
to  be  the  cheapest  and  most  efTectual;  and  now  is  the 
time,  in  a  season  of  peace,  and  with  an  overflowing  rev- 
enue, that  we  can,  year  aAer  year,  add  to  its  strength, 
without  increasing^  the  burdens  of  the  people.  It  is 
your  true  policy.  For  your  navy  will  not  only  protect 
your  rich  and  flourishing  commerce  in  distant  seas^  but 
will  enable  you  to  reach  and  annoy  the  enemy,  and  will 
give  to  defence  its  greatest  efficiency,  by  meeting  dan- 
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jjcr  ftt  a  distance  from  liome.  It  is  impossible,  by  any 
line  of  fortifications,  to  fi^uard  every  point  from  attack 
against  a  hostile  force  advancing*  from  the  ocean  and  se- 
lecting its  object;  but  they  are  indispensable  to  protect 
cities  from  bombardment,  docic  yards  and  naval  arsenals 
from  destruction;  to  give  shelter  to  merchant  vessels  in 
time  of  war,  and  to  single  ships  or  weaker  squadrons 
when  pressed  by  superior  force.  Fortifications  of  this 
description  cannot  be  too  soon  completed  and  armed, 
and  placed  in  a  condition  of  the  most  perfect  prepara- 
tion.  The  abundant  means  we  now  possess  cannot  be 
•ppHed  in  any  manner  more  useful  to  the  country;  and 
when  this  is 'done,  and  our  naval  force  sufficiently 
strengthened,  and  our  militia  armed,  we  need  not  fear 
that  any  nation  will  wantonly  insult  us,  or  needlessly 
provoke  hostilities.     We  shall  more  certainly  preserve 

Jieace,  when  it  is  well  understood  that  we  are  prepared 
or  war. 

In  presenting  to  you,  my  fellow-citPzens,  these  part- 
ing counsels,  I  have  brought  before  you  the  leading 
principles  upon  which  I  endeavored  to  administer  the 
Government  in  the  high  office  with  which  you  twice 
honored  me.  Knowing  that  the  path  of  freedom  is  con- 
tinually beset  by  enemies,  who  often  assume  the  disguise 
of  friends,  I  have  devoted  the  last  hours  of  my  public 
life  to  warn  you  of  the  dangers.  The  progress  of  the 
United  States,  under  our  free  and  happy  institutions, 
has  surpassed  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  the  founders 
of  the  republic.  Our  growth  has  been  rapid  beyond 
all  former  example,  in  numbers,  in  wealth,  in  knowl- 
edge, and  all  the  useful  arts  which  contribute  to  the 
comforts  and  convenience  of  man;  and  from  the  earliest 
ages  of  history  to  the  present  day  there  never  have 
been  thirteen  millions  of  people  associated  in  one  politi- 
cal body,  who  enjoyed  so  much  freedom  and  happiness 
as  the  people  of  these  United  States.  You  have  no 
longer  any  cause  to  fear  danger  from  abroad;  your 
strength  and  power  are  well  known  throughout  the 
civilised  world,  as  well  as  the  high  and  gallant  bearing 
of  your  sons.  It  is  from  within,  among  yourselves, 
from  cupidity,  from  corruption,  from  disappointed  am- 
bition, and  inordinate  thirst  for  power,  that  factions  will 
be  formed  and  liberty  endangered.  It  is  against  such 
designs,  whatever  disguise  the  actors  may  assume,  that 
you  have  especially  to  guard  yourselves.  You  have  the 
highest  of  human  trusts  committed  to  yoiir  care.'  Provi- 
dence has  showered  on  this  favored  land  blessings  with- 
out number,  and  has  chosen  you  as  the  guardians  of 
freedom  to  preserve  ii  for  the  benefit  of  the  human  race. 
May  lie  who  holds  in  his  hands  the  destiniea  of  nations 
make  you  worthy  of  the  favors  he  has  bestowed ,  and 
enable  you,  with  pure  hearts  and  pure  hands,  and 
sleepless  vigilance,  to  guard  and  defend  to  the  end  of 
time  the  great  charge  be  has  committed  to  your  keep- 
ing". 

My  own  race  is  nearly  run;  advanced  age  and  failing, 
health  warn  me  that  before  long  I  must  pass  beyond  the 
re|ch  of  human  events,  and  cease  to  feel  the  vicissitudes 
of  human  affAirs.  I  thank  God  that  my  life  has  been 
spent  io  a  land  of  liberty,  and  that  he  has  given  me  a 
heart  to  love  my  ^untry  with  the  affection  of  a  son. 
And,  filled  with  gratitude  for  your  constant  and  unwaver- 
ing kindness,  I  bid  you  a  taut  and  affectionate  farewell. 
ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Mamch  4,  1837. 

Prealdcat  Van  Buren's  Inaugural  Address, 

Fellow-citizsits:  The  practice  of  all  my  predeces- 
sors imposes  on  me  an  obligation  I  cheerfully  fulfil,  to 
accompany  the  first  and  solemn  act  of  my  public  trust 
with  an  avowal  Of  the  principles  that  will  guide  me  in 
performing  it,  and  an  expression  of  my  feelings  on  as- 
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suming  a  charge  so  responsible  and  vast.  In  imitating 
their  example  I  tread  in  the  footsteps  of  illustrious  men, 
whose  superiors,  it  is  our  happiness  to  believe,  are  not 
found  on  the  executive  calendar  of  any  country.  Among 
them  we  recognise  the  earliest  and  firmest  pillars  of  the 
republic;  those  by  whom  our  national  independence  was 
first  declared;  him  who,  above  all  others,  contributed  to 
establish  it  on  the  field  of  battle;  and  those  whose  ex- 
panded intellect  and  patriotism  constructed,  improved, 
and  perfected,  the  inestimable  institutions  under  which 
we  live.  If  such  men,  in  the  position  I  now  occupy,  felt 
themselves  overwhelmed  by  a  sense  of  gratitude  for  this, 
the  highest  of  all  marks  of  their  country's  confidence, 
and  by  a  consciousness  of  their  inability  adequately  to 
diicharge  the  duties  of  an  office  so  difficult  and  exalted, 
how  much  more  must  these  considerations  affect  one 
who  can  rely  on  no  such  claims  for  favor  or  forbearance. 
Unlike  all  who  have  preceded  me,  the  Revolution,  that 
gave  us  existence  as  one  people,  was  achieved  at  the 
period  of  my  birth;  and,  whilst  I  contemplate  with  grate- 
ful reverence  that  memorable  event,  I  feel  that  I  belong 
to  a  later  age,  and  that  I  may  not  expect  my  country- 
men to  weigh  my  actions  with  the  same  kind  and  partial 
hand. 

So  sensibly,  fellow-citizens,  do  these  circumstances 
press  themselves  upon  me,  that  I  should  not  dare  to  en- 
ter upon  my  path  of  duty,  did  I  not  look  for  the  gener- 
ous aid  of  those  who  will  be  associated  with  me  in  the 
various  and  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Government;  did 
I  not  repose,  with  unwavering  reliance,  on  the  patriot- 
ism, the  intelligence,  and  the  kindness,  of  a  people  who 
never  yet  deserted  a  public  servant  honestly  laboring  in 
their  cause;  and,  above  all,  did  I  not  permit  myself  hum- 
bly to  hope  for  the  sustaining  support  of  an  ever-watch- 
ful and  beneficent  Providence. 

To  the  confidence  and  consolation  derived  ft'om  these 
sources,  it  would  be  ungrateful  not  to  add  those  which 
spring  from  our  present  fortunate  condition.  Though 
not  altogether  exempt  from  entbarrassments  that  disturb 
our  tranquillity  at  home  and  threaten  it  abroad,  yet,  in 
all  the  attributes  of  a  great,  happy^  and  flourishing  peo- 
ple, we  stand  without  a  parallel  in  the  world.  Abroad, 
we  enjoy  the  respect  and,  with  scarcely  an  exception, 
the  friendship  of  every  nation.  At  home,  while  onr 
Government  quietly,  but  efficiently,  performs  the  sole 
legitimate  end  of  political  institutions,  in  doing  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,  we  present  an 
aggregate  of  human  prosperity  surely  not  elsewhere  to 
be  found. 

How  imperious,  then,  Is  the  obligation  imposed  upon 
every  citizen,  in  his  own  sphere  of  action,  whether  lim- 
ited or  extended,  to  exert  himself  in  perpetuating  a  con- 
dition of  things  so  singularly  happy.  All  the  lessons  of 
history  and  experience  must  be  lost  upon  us,  if  we  are 
content  to  trust  alone  Co  the  peculiar  advantages  we  hap- 
pen to  possess.  Position  and  climate,  and  the  bounte- 
ous resources  that  nature  has  scattered  with  so  liberal  a 
hand— even  the  diffused  intelligence  and  elevated  char- 
acter of  our  people — will  avail  us  nothing,  if  we  fail  sa- 
credly to  uphold  those  political  institutions  that  wero 
wisely  and  deliberately  formed  with  reference  to  every 
circumstance  that  could  preserve,  or. might  endanger, 
the  blessings  we  enjoy.  The  thoughtful  framers  of  our 
constitution  legislated  for  our  country  as  they  found  it. 
Looking  upon  it  with  the  eyes  of  statesmen  and  of  patri- 
ots, they  saw  all  the  sources  of  rapid  and  wonderful 
prosperity;  but  they  saw  also  that  various  habits,  opin- 
ions, and  institution;*,  peculiar  to  the  various  portions  of 
so  vast  a  region,  were  deeply  fixed.  Disiinct  sovereign- 
ties were  in  actual  existence,  whose  cordial  union  was 
essential  to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  all.  Between 
many  of  them  there  was,  at  least  to  some  extent,  a  real 
diversity  of  interests,  liable  to  be  exaggerated  through 


2179 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


2IB0 


H.  or  R.] 


Pruideni  Van  Burm'i  Inaugural  JIddrtu. 


[Marcb  4»  1837. 


•initter  detifj^ns;  they  differed  in  size,  in  population,  in 
we»hha  and  in  actual  and  prospective  resources  and 
powcri  they  varied  in  the  character  of  their  industry 
and  staple  productions;  and  in  some  existed  domestic  in- 
■titutions  which,  unwisely  disturbed,  mif^ht  endanger 
the  harmony  of  the  whole.  Most  carefully  were  all 
these  circumstances  weighed,  and  the  foundations  of  the 
new  Government  laid  upon  principles  of  reciprocal  con- 
cession and  equitable  compromise.  The  jealousies  which 
the  smaller  States  might  entertain  of  the  power  of  the 
rest  were  allayed  by  a  rule  of  representation,  confessed- 
ly unequal  at  the  time,  and  designed  forever  to  remain 
so.  A  natural  fear  that  the  broad  scope  of  general  le* 
gislation  might  bear  upon,  and  unwisely  control,  partic- 
ular interests,  was  counteracted  by  limits  strictly  drawn 
around  the  action  of  the  federal  authority;  and  to  the 
people  and  the  States  was  left  unimpaired  their  sove- 
reign power  over  the  innumerable  subjects  embraced  in 
the  internal  government  of  a  just  republic,  excepting 
such  only  as  necessarily  appertain  to  the  concerns  of  the 
whole  confederscy,  or  .its  intercourse,  as  a  united  com- 
munity, with  the  other  nations  of  the  world. 

This  provident  forecast  has  been  verified  by  time. 
Haifa  century,  teeming  with  extraordinary  events,  and 
^  elsewhere  producing  astonishing  results,  has  passed 
along,  but  on  our  institutions  it  has  left  no  injurious 
mark.  Prom  a  small  community  we  have  risen  to  a  peo« 
pie  powerful  in  numbers  and  in  strength;  but  with  our 
increase  baa  gone,  hand  in  hand,  the  progress  of  just 
principles;  the  privileges,  civil  and  religious,  of  the 
humblest  individusl  are  still  tacredly  protected  at  home; 
and,  while  the  valor  and  fortitude  of  our  people  have 
removed  far  from  us  the  slightest  apprehension  of  for- 
eign power,  they  have  not  yet  induced  us,  in  a  single 
instance,  to  forget  what  is  right.  Our  commerce  has 
been  extended  to  the  remotest  nations;  the  value  and 
even  nature  of  our  productions  has  been  greatly  chang- 
ed; a  wide  difference  has  arisen  in  the  relative  wealth 
and  resources  of  every  portion  of  our  country;  yet  the 
spirit  of  mutual  regard  and  of  faithful  adherence  to  ex- 
isting compacts  has  continued  to  prevail  in  our  councils, 
and  never  long  been  absent  from  our  conduct.  We 
have  learned  by  experience  a  fruitful  lesson:  that  an  im- 
plicit and  undeviaiing  adherence  to  the  principlea  on 
which  we  .set  out  can  carry  us  proaperously  onward, 
tbrou|[h  alltbe  conflicts  of  circumatances  and  the  vicissi* 
tudcs  maeparable  from  the  lapae  of  years. 

The  auGceaa  that  has  thus  attended  our  great  experi- 
ment is,  in  itaelf,  a  sufficient  cause  for  gratitude,  on  ac* 
eoQBt  of  the  happiness  it  has  actually  conferred,  and 
the  example  it  has  unanawerabJy  given.  But  to  roe,  my 
fellow-citisens,  looking  forward  to  the  far-distant  future, 
with  ardent  prayers  and  confiding  hopes,  this  retrospect 
presents  a  ground  for  atill  deeper  delight.  It  impresses 
on  my  mind  a  firm  belief  that  the  perpetuity  of  our  in- 
stittttiona  depends  upon  ourselves;  that,  if  we  nuintain 
th(B  principlea  on  which  they  were  established,  they  are 
destined  to  confer  their  benefits  on  countless  generstlons 
yet  to  come;  and  that  America  will  preaent  to  every 
friend  of  mankind  the  cheering  proof  that  a  popular  Gov* 
ernroent,  wisely  formed,  is  wanting  in  no  element  of  en- 
durance or  strength.  Fifty  years  sgo,  its  rapid  failure 
waa  boldly  predicted.  Latent  and  uncontrollsble  causes 
of  dissolution  were  su posed  to  exist,  even  by  the  wise 
and  good;  and  not  only  did  unfriendly  or  speculative  the- 
orists anticipate  for  us  the  fate  of  past  republics,  but  the 
feara  of  many  an  honest  patriot  overbalanced  his  ssn- 
guine  hopes.  Look  back  on  these  forebodings,  not  has- 
tily, but  reluctantly  made,  and  see  bow,  in  every  In- 
atanoe,  they  have  completely  failed. 

An  imperfect  experience,  during  the  struggles  of  the 
Revolution,  was  supposed  to  jvarrant  the  belief  that  the 
people  would  not  bear  the  taxation  requisite  to  discharge 


an  immense  public  debt  alreadyineurred,  and  to  defray 
the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Government.  The  coat 
of  two  wars  has  been  paid,  not  only  without  a  murmur, 
but  with  unequalled  alacrity.  No  one  is  now  left  to 
doubt  that  every  burden  will  be  cheerfully  borne  that 
may  be  necessary  to  sustain  our  civil  institutions,  or  guard 
our  honor  or  our  welfare.  Indeed,  all  experience  haa 
shown  that  the  willingness  of  the  people  to  contribute  to 
these  ends,  in  cases  of  emergency,  has  uniformljT  outren 
the  confidence  of  their  representatives. 

In  the  early  stages  of  the  new  Government,  when  all 
felt  the  imposing  influence  as  they  recognised  the  une- 
qualled services  of  the  first  President,  it  was  a  common 
sentiment,  that  the  great  weight  of  his  character  could 
alone  bind  the  discordant  materials  of  our  Government 
together,  and  save  us  from  the  violence  of  contending 
factions.  Since  his  death  nearly  forty  years  are  gone. 
Party  exasperation  has  been  often  carried  to  its  highest 
point;  the  virtue  and  the  fortitude  of  the  people  have 
sometimes  been  greatly  tried;  yet  our  system,  purified 
and  enhanced  in  value  by  all  it  baa  encountered,  atill 
preserves  its  spirit  of  free  and  fearless  discussion,  blend* 
ed  with  unimpaired  fraternal  feeling. 

The  capacity  of  the  people  for  self-government,  and 
their  willingness,  from  a  high  aense  of  duty,  and  without 
those  exhibitions  of  coercive  power  so  generally  employ* 
ed  in  other  countries,  to  submit  to  all  needfnl  restnunta 
and  exactions  of  the  municipal  law,  have  also  been  fa- 
vorably exemplified  in  the  history  of  the  American 
States.  Occasionally,  it  is  true,  the  ardor  of  publie  sen- 
timent, outrunning  the  regular  progress  of  the  judicial 
tribunals,  or  seeking  to  reach  cases  not  denounced  aa 
criminal  by  the  existing  law,  has  displayed  itself  in  a 
manner  calculated  to  give  pain  to  the  friends  of  fre« 
government,  and  to  encourage  the  hopes  of  those  who 
wish  for  its  overthrow.  These  occurrences,  however, 
have  been  far  less  frequent  in  our  country  than  in  any 
other  of  equal  population  on  the  globe;  and,  with  the 
diflTusion  of^  intelligence,  it  may  well  be  hoped  that  they 
will  constantly  diminish  in  frequency  and  violence. 
The  generous  patriotism  and  aound  common  aense  of 
the  great  mass  of  our  fellow-cltisena  will  asturedhr,  tn 
time,  produce  this  result;  for  as  every  assumption  of  file' 
gal  power  not  only  wounds  the  majesty  of  the  law,  but 
furnishes  a  pretext  for  abridging  the  liberties  of  the  peo* 
pie,  the  latter  have  the  most  direct  and  permanent  in- 
terest in  preserving  the  landmarka  of  aeeial  order,  and 
maintaining,  on  all  occaaions,  the  inviolability  of  thoan 
constitutional  and  legal  provisions  which  they  themaehrea 
have  made« 

In  a  sttppoaed  unfitness  of  our  iostUtttioM  for  tkosn 
hostile  emergencies  which  |io  country  can  always  avoids 
their  friends  found  a  fruitful  source  of  apprehension, 
their  enemies  of  hope.  While  they  foresaw  less  prompt- 
nesa  of  action  than  in  Governments  differently  formed, 
they  overlooked  the  far  more  important  consideration 
that,  with  us,  war  could  never  be  the  result  of  individu- 
al or  irresponsible  will,  but  must  be  a  meaimre  of  re- 
dress for  injuries  sustained,  vohintarily  resorted  to  ^>y 
those  who  were  to  bear  the  necessary  aacrifice,  who 
would  consequently  feel  an  indivjdpal  interest  in  the 
contest,  and  whose  energy  woukT  be  comroensuratn 
with  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered.  Actual  events 
have  proved  their  error;  the  laat  war,  far  from  impairing, 
gave  new  confidence  to  our  Government;  and,  amid  re- 
cent apprehensions  of  a  similar  conflict,  we  saw  that  the 
energies  of  our  country  would  not  be  wanting  in  ample 
seaaon  to  vindicate  ita  righta.  We  may  not  possess,  as 
we  should  not  desire  to  possess,  the  extended  and  ever- 
ready  military  organization  of  other  nations;  we  may 
occasionally  suffer  in  the  outset  for  the  want  of  it; 
but  among  ourselves,  all  doubt  upon  this  great  point 
has    ceased,   while  a   salutary    experience    will    pre- 
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vent  ft  contrary  opinioo  from  tnTiting  «g|^reation  from 
~  ftbroftd. 

Certain  danger  was  foretold  from  the  extension  of  our 
territory,  the  multiplication  of  Stitea,  and  the  increase 
of  population.  Oar  system  was  supposed  to  be  adapted 
only  to  boundaries  comparatively  narroar.  These  have 
been  widened  beyond  conjecture;  the  members  of  our 
confederacy  are  already  doubled;  and  the  numbers  of 
our  people  are  incredibly  augmented.  The  alleged 
causes  of  dsngerhave  long  •surpassed  antieipatian*  but 
none  ot  the  consequences  bare  followed.  The  power 
and  influence  of  the  republic  hate  risen  to  a  height  ob- 
vioui  to  all  mankind)  respect  for  its  authority  was  not 
more  apparent  at  its  ancient  than  it  is  at  its  present  lim« 
hsi  new  and  ioexhauitible  soiircet  of  general  prosperity 
have  been  openedf  the  eflfecti  of  dbtanee  have  been 
averted  by  the  inventive  ||enius  of  our  people,  develops 
ed  and  fostered  by  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  the 
enlarged  variety  and  amount  of  interests,  productions, 
and  pursuits^  have  strengthened  the  chain  of  mutual  de- 
pendence, and  formed  a  circle  of  mutual  benefits  too  ap- 
parent ever  to  be  overlooked. 

In  justly  balancing  the  powers  of  the  Federal  and 
State  authorities,  difficottjea  nearly  insurmountable  arose 
at  the  outset,  and  subsequent  collisions  were  deemed  in- 
evitable. Amid  these,  it  was  scarcely  believed  possible 
that  a  scheme  of  government,  so  complex  in  construc- 
tion, could  remain  uninjured.  From  time  to  time  em- 
barrassments have  certainly  occurred;  but  how  just  is 
the  ocmfidenoe  in  future  safety  imparted  by  the  knowl- 
edge that  each  in  succession  has  been  happily  removed. 
Overlooking  partial  and  temporary  evils,  as  mseparable 
from  the  practical  operation  of  all  human  institutions, 
and  looking  only  to  the  general  result,  every  patriot  has 
reason  to  be  satisfied.  While  the  Federal  Government 
has  successfully  performed  its  approprinte  functions  in 
relation  to  foreign  affairs  and  concerns  evidently  nation- 
al, that  of  every  State  has  remarksbly  improved  in  pro» 
tecting  and  developing  Tbcal  interests  and  individual 
welfure;  and  if  the  vibrations  of  sutbority  have  occasion- 
ally tended  too  much  towards  one  or  the  other,  it  is  un- 
questionably certain  that  the  ultimate  operation  of  the 
entire  system  has  been  to  strengthen  all  t1ie  existing  in- 
stitutions, and  to  elevate  our  whole  country  in  prosperity 
and  renown. 

>  The  last,  perhapa  the  greatest,  of  the  prominent 
soureea  of  discord  and  disaster  supposed  to  lurk  in  our 
political  condition,  was  the  institution  of  domestic  sla- 
very. Our  forefathers  were  deeply  impressed  with  the 
delicacy  of  this  subject,  and  they  treated  it  with  a  for- 
bearance so  evidently  wise,  that,  in  spite  of  every  sinis- 
ter foreboding,  it  never,  until  the  present  period,  dis- 
turbed the  tranquillity  of  our  common  country.  Such  a 
result  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  justice  and  the  patriot- 
ism of  their  course:  it  is  evidence,  not  to  be  mistaken, 
that  an  adherence  to  it  can  prevent  alt  enrtbarrassment 
from  this,  as  well  as  from  every  other  anticipated  cause 
of  difficulty  or  danger.  Have  not  recent  events  made  it 
obvious  to  the  slightest  reflection,  that  the  least  devia- 
tion from  this  spirit  of  forbearance  is  injurious  to  every 
Interest,  that  of  humanity  included?  Amidst  the  vio- 
lence of  excited  passions,  this  generous  and  fraternal 
feeling  has  been  sometimes  disregarded;  and,  standing 
as  I  now  do  before  my  countrymen  in  this  high  place  of 
honor  and  of  trubt,  1  cannot  refrain  from  anxiously  invo- 
king my  fellow-citizens  never  to  be  deaf  to  its  dictates. 
Perceiving;  before  my  election,  the  deep  interest  this 
subject  was  beginning  to  excite,  I  believed  it  a  solemn 
duly  fully  to  make  known  my  sentiments  in  regard  to  it; 
at>d  now,  when  every  motive  for  misrepresentation  has 
passed  awsy,  I  trust  that  they  will  be  candidly  weighed 
and  understood.  At  least,  they  will  be  my  standard  of 
oondtiet  in  the  path  before  me*    i  then  deolared  that,  if 


the  desire  of  those  of  my  countrymen  who  were  favora- 
ble to  my  election  was  gratified,  ■<  I  must  go  into  the 
presidential  chair  the  infiexible  and  uncompromising  op- 
ponent of  every  attempt,  on  the  part  of  Cong^ss,  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  C(»lumbia,  against  thd 
wishes  of  the  slaveholding  States;  and  also  with  a  deter- 
mination equally  decided  to  resist  the  sliRfhtest  interfer* 
ence'with  it  in  the  States  where  it  exists.''  I  submitted 
also  to  my  fellow-citizens,  with  fulness  and  frankness, 
the  reasons  which  led  me  to  this  determination.  Thel 
result  authorizes  me  to  believe  that  they  hsve  been  ap* 
proved,  and  are  confided  in,  by  a  majority  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  including  those  whom  tlicrf  most 
immediately  afieet.  It  now  only  remains  to  add,  that  no 
bill  conflicting  with  these  views  can  ever  receive  my 
constitutiofuil  sanction.  These  opinions  hsve  been  adopt- 
ed in  the  firm  belief  that  they  are  in  accordsnce  with 
the  spirit  that  actuated  the  venerated  fathers  of  the  re* 
public,  and  that  succeeding  experience  has  proved  them 
to  be  humane,  patriotic,  expedient,  honorable,  and  just. 
If  the  agitation  of  this  subject  was  intended  to  reach  the 
stability  of  our  institutions,  enough  has  occurred  to  show 
that  it  has  signally  failed;  and  that  in  this,  as  in  every 
other  instance,  the  apprehensions  of  the  timid  and  the 
hopes  of  the  wicked  for  the  destruction  of  our  Govern-  v 
ment  are  again  destined  to  be  disappointed.  Here  and 
there,  indeed,  scenes  of  dangerous  excitement  have  oc- 
curred; terril^ing  instances  of  local  violence  have  been 
witnessed;  and  a  reckless  disregard  of  the  consequencet 
of  their  conduct  has  exposed  individuals  to  popular  in- 
dignation; but  neither  masses  of  the  people,  nor  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  have  been  swerved  from  their  de- 
votion to  the  bond  of  union,  and  the  principles  it  hat 
made  sacred.  It  wiH  be  ever  thus.  Such  attempts  at 
dangerous  sgitatioov  may  periodically  return,  but  with 
each  the  object  will  be  better  understood.  That  pre- 
dominating affection  for  our  political  system  which  pre- 
vails throughout  our  territorial  limits;  that  calm  and 
enlightened  judgment  .which  ultimately  governs  our. 
people  as  one  vsst  body,  will  always  be  at  hand  to 
resist  and  control  cyery  eflTort,  foreign  or  domestic, 
which  aims  or  would  lead  to  overthrow  our  institu- 
tions. 

What  can  be  more  gratifying  than  such  a  retrospect  stf 
this!  We  look  back  on  obstscles  avoided,  and  dangert 
overcome;  on  expectations  more  than  realized,  and  pros^ 
perity  perfectly  secured.  To  the  hopes  of  the  hostile, 
the  fears  of  the  timid,  and  the  doubts  of  the  anxious,  ac« 
tual  experience  has  given  the  conclusive  reply.  We 
have  seen  time  gradually  dispel  every  unfavorable  fore* 
boding,  and  our  constitution  surmount  every  adverse  cir- 
cumatance,  dreaded  at  the  outset  as  be)'ond  control. 
Present  excitement  will,  at  all  times,  magnify  present 
dangers;  but  true  philosophy  must  teach  us  that  none 
more  threatening  than  the  past  can  remain  to  be  over- 
come; and  we  ought,  for  we  have  just  reason,  to  entertain 
an  sbiding  confidence  in  the  stability  of  our  institutions, 
and  an  entire  conviction  that,  if  administered  in  the  true 
form,  character,  and  spirit,  in  which  they  were  establish* 
ed,  they  are  abundantly  adequate  to  preserve  to  us  and 
our  children  the  rich  blessings  already  derived  from 
them;  to  make  our  beloved  la'^d,  for  a  thousand  genera- 
tions, that  chosen  spot  where  happiness  springs  from  a 
perfect  equality  of  political  rights. 

For  myself,  therefore,  I  desire  to  declare,  that  the 
principle  that  will  govern  me,  in  the  high  duty  to  which 
my  country  calls  me,  is  a  strict  adherence  to  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  constitution,  as  K  was  designed  by  those 
who  framed  it.  Looking  back  to  it  as  a  sacred  instru* 
ment,  carefully  and  not  easily  framed;  remembering  that 
it  was  throughout  a  work  of  concession  and  comproniise; 
viewing  it  as  limited  to  national  objects;  regardmg  it  as 
leaving  to  the  people  and  the  States  all  power  not  ex- 
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plicitly  parted  with;  I  shall  endeavor  to  preserve,  pro- 
tect, and  defend  U»  by  anxiously  referring  to  its  provi- 
sion for  Erection  in  every  action.  To  matters^  of  do- 
fnestic  concernment  which  it  has  intrusted  lo  the  Federal 
Government,  and  to  such  as  relate  to  our  intercourse 
with  Foreign  nations,  I  shall  zealously  devote  myself;  be- 
yond those  limits  I  shall  never  pass. 

To  enter,  on  this  occasion,  into  a  further  or  more  mi- 
nute exposition  of  my  views  on  the  various  questions  of 
domestic  policy,  would  be  as  obtrusive  as  it  is  probably 
unexpected.  Before  the  suffrsges  of  my  countrymen 
were  conferred  upon  me,  I  submitted  to  them,  with 
great  precision,  my  opinions  on  all  the  most  prominent 
of  these  subjects.  Those  opinions  I  shall  endeavor  to 
cftrry  out  with  my  utmost  ability. 

Our  course  of  foreign  policy  has  been  so  uniform  and 
intelligible  as  to  constitute  a  rule  of  executive  conduct 
which  leaves  little  to  my  discretion,  unless,  indeed,  I 
were  willing  to  run  counter  to  the  lights  of  experience 
and  the  known  opinions  of  my  constituents.  We  aedu- 
lously  cultivate  the  friendship  of  all  nations,  as  the  con- 
dition most  compatible  with  our  welfare  and  the  princi- 
ples of  our  Government.  We  decline  alliances,  ss  ad- 
verse'to  our  peace.  We  desire  commercial  relations  on 
equal  terms,  being  ever  willing  to  give  a  fair  equivalent 
for  advantages  received.  We  endeavor  to  conduct  our 
intercourse  with  openness  and  sincerity;  proquptly  avow- 
ing our  objects,  and  seeking  to  establish  that  mutual 
frankness  which  is  as  beneficial  in  the  dealings  of  nations 
as  of  men.  We  have  no  disposition,  and  we  disclaim  all 
right,  to  meddle  in  disputes,  whether  internal  or  foreign, 
that  may  molest  other  countries;  regarding  them,  in 
their  actual  st%te,  as  social  communities,  and  preserving 
a  strict  neutrality  in  all  their  controversies.  Well  know- 
ing the  tried  valor  of  our  people,  and  our  exhauslless 
resources,  we  neither  anticipate  nor  fear  any  designed 
aj^gression;  and,  in  the  consciousness  of  our  own  just 
conduct,  we  feel  a  security  that  we  shall  never  be  call- 
ed upon  to  exert  our  determination,  never  to  permit 
an  invasion  of  our  rights  without  punishment  or  re- 
dress. 

'In  approaching,  then,  in  the  pf^sence  of  my  assem- 
bled countrymen,  to  make  the  solemn  promise  that  yet 
remains,  and  to  pledge  myself  that  I  will  faithfully 
execute  the  office  I  am  about  to  fill,  I  bring  with  me 
a  settled  purpose  to  maintain  the  institutions  of  my 
country,  which,  I  trust,  will  atone  for  the  errors  I  com- 
mit. 

In  receiving  from  the  people  the  sacred  trust  twice 
confided  \o  my  illustrious  predecessor,  and  which  he  has 
discharged  so  faithfully  and  .so  well,  I  know  that  I  can- 
not expect  to  perform  the  arduous  task  with  equal  abili- 
ty and  success.  But,  united  as  I  have  been  in  his  coun- 
sels, a  daily  witness  of  his  exclusive  and  unsurpassed  de- 
votion to  his  country's  welfare,  agreeing  with  him  In 
sentiments  which  his  countrymen  have  warmly  support- 
ed, and  permitted  to  partake  largely  of  his  confidence, 
I  may  hope  that  somewhat  of  the  same  cheering  appro- 
bation will  be  found  to  attend  upon  my  path.  For  him, 
I  but  express,  with  my  own,  the  wishes  of  all — that  he 
may  yet  long  live  to  enjoy  the  brilliant  evening  of  his 
well-spent  life;  and,  for  myself,  conscious  of  but  one 
desise,  faithfully  to  serve  my  country,  I  throw  myself, 
without  fear,  on  its  justice  and  its  kindness.  Beyond 
that,  I  only  look  to  the  gracious  protection  of  the  Divine 
Being,  whose  strengthening  support  I  humbly  solicit, 
and  whom  I  fervently  pray  to  look  down  upon  us  all. 
May  it  be  among  the  dispensations  of  His  providence  to 
bless  our  beloved  country  with  honors  and  with  length 
of  days;  may  her  ways  be  ways  of  pleasantness,  and  all 
ber  paths  be  peace. 

MARTIN  VAN  BUREN. 

Mabcb  4,  1837. 


SUPPLEMENTAL  SPEECHES. 

ABOLITION  PETITIONS. 

Ih-   SsNATX,    FfiBRUART   6,  1^7. 

The  subject  of  the  reception  of  abolition  petitions  be- 
ing under  consideration, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  rose  and  said:  If  the  time  of  (he  Sen- 
ate permitted,  I  would  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  call  for 
the  reading  of  the  mass  of  petitions  on  the  table,  in  order 
that  we  might  know  what  language  they  bold  towards 
the  slaveholding  States  and  their  institutions;  but  as  it 
will  not,  I  have  selected,  indiscriminately  from  the  pile, 
two:  one  from  those  in  msnuscript,  and  tbe  other  from 
the  printed;  and,  without  knowing  their  contents,  will 
call  for  the  reading  of  them,  so  that  we  may  judge  by 
them  of  the  character  of  tbe  whole. 

[Here  the  Secretary,  on  the  call  of  Mr.  Calhovit, 
read  the  two  petitions.] 

Such,  resumed  Mr.  C,  is  the  language  held  towards 
us  and  ours;  the  peculiar  institutions  of  the  South, 
that  on  the  maintenance  of  which  tbe  very  existence  of 
the  slaveholding  Slates  depend?,  is  pronounced  to  be 
sinful  and  odious  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man;  and  this 
with  a  systematic  design  of  rendering  us  hateful  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world,  with  a  view  to  a  general  crusade 
against  us  and  our  institutions.  This,  too.  In  the  legis- 
lative halls  of  the  Union,  created  by  these  confederated 
States  for  the  better  protection  of  their  peace,  their 
safety,  and  their  respective  institutions;  and  yet  we,  the 
representatives  of  twelve  of  these  sovereign  Statesa 
against  whom  this  deadly  war  is  waged,  are  expected  to 
sit  here  in  silence,  hearing  ourselves  and  constituents, 
day  aAer  day,  denounced,  without  uttering  a  word;  if 
we  but  open  our  lips,  the  charge  of  agitation  is  resound- 
ed on  all  sides,  and  we  are  held  up  as  seeking  to  aggra- 
vate the  evil  which  we  resist.  Every  reflecting  mind 
must  see  in  all  this  a  state  of  things  deeply  and  danger- 
ously diseased. 

I  do  not  belong,  said  Mr.  C,  to  the  school  which 
holds  that  aggression  is  to  be  met  by  concession.  Mine 
is  the  opposite  creed,  which  teaches  that  encroachments 
must  be  met  at  the  beginning,  and  that  those  who  act 
on  the  opposite  principle  are  prepared  to  become 
slaves.  In  this  case  in  particular  I  hold  concession  or 
compromise  to  be  fatal.  If  we  concede  an  inch,  con- 
cession would  follow  concession,  compromise  would  fol- 
low coTppromise,  until  our  ranks  would  be  so  broken 
that  effectual  resistance  would  be  impossible.  We  must 
meet  ihe  enemy  on  the  frontier,  with  a  fixed  determina- 
tion of  maintaining  our  position  at  every  hazard.  Con- 
sent to  receive  these  insulting  petitions,  and  the  next 
demand  will  be  that  they  be  referred  to  a  committee,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  deliberated  and  acted  upon.  At 
the  last  session  we  were  modestly  asked  to  receive  them 
simply  to  lay  them  on  the  table,  without  any  view  of  ul- 
terior action.  I  then  told  Ihe  Senator  from  Pennsylva- 
nis,  [Mr.  Bvchanait,]  who  strongly  urged  that  course  in 
the  Senate,  that  it  was  a  position  that  could  not  be  main- 
tained, as  the  argument  in  favor  of  acting  on  the  peti- 
tions, if  we  were  bound  to  receive,  could  not  be  resist- 
ed. I  then  said  that  the  neit  step  would  be  to  refer 
the  petitions  to  a  committee;  and  I  already  see  indications 
that  such  is  now  the  intention.  If  we  yield,  that  will  be 
followed  by  another;  and  we  would  thus  proceed,  step 
by  step,  to  the  final  consummation  of  the  object  of  these 
petitions.  We  are  now  told  that  the  most  effectual 
mode  of  arresting  the  progress  of  abolition  is  to  reason 
it  down;  and  with  this  view  it  is  urged  that  the  petitions 
ought  to  be  referred  to  a  committee.  That  is  the  very 
ground  which  was  taken  at  the  last  session  in  the  other 
House;  but,  instead  of  srresting  its  progress,  it  has  since 
advanced  more  rapidly  than  ever.    The  most  unquci- 
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tionable  right  may  be  rendered  doubtful  if  once  admit- 
ted to  be  a  subject  of  controversy;  and  that  would  be 
the  ease  in  the  present  instance.  The  subject  is  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  Congress^  they  have  no  right  to  touch 
it  in  any  shape  or  form,  or  to  make  it  the  subject  of  de- 
liberation or  discussion. 

In  opposition  to  this  view,  itis  urged  that  Congress  is 
bound  by  the  constitution  to  receive  petitions  in  every 
case  and  on  every  subject,  wtiether  within  its  constitu- 
tional competency  or  not.  I  hold  the  doctrine  to  be  ab- 
surd, and  do  solemnly  believe  that  it  would  be  as  easy 
to  prove  that  it  has  the  right  to  abolish  slavery  as  that  it 
is  bound  to  receive  petitions  for  that  purpose.  The 
very  existence  of  the  rule  that  requires  a  question  to  be 
put  on  the  reception  of  petitions  is  conclusive  to  show 
that  there  is  no  such  obli|^tion.  It  has  been  a  standing 
rule  from  the  commencement  of  the  Government,  and 
clearly  shows  the  sense  of  those  who  formed  the  consti- 
tution on  this  point.  The  question  on  the  reception 
would  be  absurd,  if,  as  is  contended,  we  are  bound  to 
receive.  But  I  do  not  intend  to  argue  the  question}  I 
discttsned  it  fully  at  the  last  session}  and  the  arguments 
then  advanced  neither  have  nor  can  be  answered. 

As  widely  as  this  incendiary  spirit  has  spread,  it  has 
not  yet  infected  this  body,  or  the  great  mass  of  the  in- 
telligent and  business  portion  of  the  North;  but  unless  it 
be  speedily  stopped,  it  will  spread  and  work  upwards 
till  it  brings  the  two  great  sections  of  the  Union  into 
deadly  conflict.  This  is  not  a  new  impression  with  me. 
Several  yesrs  since,  in  a  discussion  with  one  of  the  Sen- 
ators from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Wibstib,]  before  this 
fell  spirit  had  showed  itself,  I  then  predicted  that  the 
doctrine  of  the  proclamation  and  the  force  bill — that  this 
Government  had  a  right  in  the  last  resort  to  determine 
the  extent  of  its  own  powers,  and  enforce  it  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet,  which  was  so  wsrmly.  maintained  by  that 
Senator,  would  at  no  distant  day  arouse  the  dormant  spirit 
of  abolitionism  <  I  told  him  that  the  doctrine  was  tantamount 
to  the  assumption  of  unlimited  power  on  the  part  of  the. 
Government,  atid  that  such  would  be  the  impression. on 
the  public  mind  in  a  large  portion  of  the  Union.  The 
eonsequence  would  be  inevitable-<-a  large  portion  of  the 
Northern  States  believed  slavery  to  be  a  sin,  and  would 
l>elieve  it  to  be  an  obligation  ol  conscience  to  abolish  it, 
if  they- should  feel  themselves  in  any  degree  responsible 
for  its  continuance,  and  that  his  doctrine  would  neces- 
tsrily  lead  to  the  belief  of  such  responsibility.  I  then 
predicted  that  it  would  commence,  as  it  has,  with  this  fa- 
natical portion  of  aociety,  and  that  they  would  begin 
their  operation  on  the  ignorant,  the  weak,  the  young, 
and  the  thoughtless,  and'  would  gradually  extend  up- 
wards till  they  would  become  strong  enough  to  obiain 
political  control,  when  he,  and  others  holding  the  highest 
stations  in  society,  would,  however  reluctant,  be  com- 
pelled to  yield  to  their  doctrine,  or  be  driven  into  ob- 
scurity. But  four  years  have  since  elapsed,  and  all  this 
ia  already  in  a  course  of  regular  fufilment. 

Standing  at  the  point  of  time  at  which  we  have  now 
arrived,  it  will  not  be  more  difficult  to  trace  the  course 
of  future  events  now  than  it  was  then.  Those  who 
imagine  that  the  spirit  now  abroad  in  the  North  will  die 
away  of  itself,  without  a  shout  or  convulsion,  have  formed 
a  very  inadequate  conception  of  its  real  character;  it  will 
continue  to  rise  and  spread,  unless  prompt  and  efficient 
measures  to  stay  its  progress .  be  adopted.  Already  it 
has  taken  possession  of  the  pulpit,  of  the  schools,  and  to  a 
considerable  extent  of  the  press — those  great  instruments 
by  which  the  mind  of  the  rising  generation  will  be 
formed. 

However  sound  the  great  body  of  the  non-slaveholding 
States  are  at  present,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  they 
will  be  succeeded  by  those  who  will  have  been  taught  to 
bate  the  people  and  instilutiont  of  nearly  one  half  of 


this  Union  with  a  hatred  more  deadly  than  one  hostile 
nation  ever  entertained  towards  another.  It  is  easy  to 
see  the  end.  By  the  necessary  course  of  events,  if  left 
to  themselves,  we  must  become,  finally,  two  people.  It 
is  impossible,  under  the  deadly  hatred  which  must  spring 
up  between  the  two  great  sections,  if  the  present  causes 
are  permitted  to  operate  unchecked,  that  we  should  con- 
tinue under  the  same  political  system.  The  conflicting^ 
elements  would  burst  the  Union  asunder,  as  powerful  as 
the  links  are  which  hold  it  together.  Abolition  and  the 
Union  cannot  coexist.  As  the  friend  of  the  Union  I 
openly  proclaim  it,  and  the  sooner  it  is  known  the  bet- 
ter. The  former  may  now  be  controlled,  but  in  a  short 
time  it  will  be  beyond  the  power  of  man  to  arrest  the 
course  of  events.  We  of  the  South  will  not,  cannot, 
surrender  our  institutions.  To  maintain  the  existing  re- 
lations between  the  two  racea  inhabiting  that  section  of 
the  Union,  is  indispensable  to  the  peace  and  hsppiness 
of  both.  It  cannot  be  subverted  without  drenching  the- 
country  in  blood,  and  extirpating  one  or  the  other  of  the 
races.  Be  it  good  or  bad,  it  has  grown  up  with  our  so- 
ciety and  institutions,  and  is  so  interwoven  with  them  that 
to  destroy  it  would  be  to  destroy  us  as  a  people.  But 
let  me  not  be  understood  as  admitting,  even  by  implica- 
tion, that  the  existing  relations  between  the  two  raoei 
in  the  slaveholding  States  is  an  evil—far  otherwise.  I 
hold  it  to  be  a  good,  as  it  has  thus  far  proved  itself  to 
be,  to  both,  and  will  continue  to  prove  so  if  not  dis- 
turbed by  the  fell  spirit  of  abolition..  I  appeal  to* facts. 
Never  before  i>as  the  black  race  of  Central  Africs,  from 
the  dawn  of  history  to  the  present  day,  attained  a  con- 
dition so  civilized,  and  so  improved,  not  only  physically, 
but  morally  and  intellectually.  It  came  among  us  in  a 
low,  degraded,  and  savage  condition,  and  in  the  course 
of  a  few  generations  it  has  grown  up  under  the  fostering 
care  of  our  institutions,  as  reviled  as  they  have  been, 
to  its  present  comparative  civilized  condition.  Thii>, 
with  the  rapid  increase  of  numbers,  is  conclusive  proof 
of  the  general  happiness  of  the  race,  in  spite  of  all  the 
exaggerated  tales  to  the  contrary. 

In  the  mean  time,  |he  white  or  European  race  has  not 
degenerated.  It  has  kept  pace  with  its  brethren  in 
other  sections  of  the  Union  where  slavery  does  not  exist. 
It  is  odious  to  make  comparisons}  but  I  appeal  to  all  sides 
whether  the  South  is  not  equal  in  virtue,  intelligence^ 
patriotism,  courage,  disinterestedness,  and  all  the  high 
qualities  which  adorn  our  nature.-  I  ask  whether  we 
have  not  contributed  our  full  share  of  talents  and  politi- 
cal wiadom  in  forming  and  sustaining  this'  political  fab- 
ric} and  whether  we  have  not  constantly  inclined  most 
strongly  to  the  side  of  liberty,  and  been  the  first  to  see 
and  first  to  resist  the  encroachments  of  power.  In  one  * 
thing  only  we  are  inferior— the  arts  of  gain.  We  ac« 
knowledge  that  we  are  less  weslthy  than  the  Northern 
section  of  this  Union}  but  1  trace  this  mainly  to  the  fiscal 
action  of  this  Government,  which  has  extracted  much  from 
and  spent  little  among  us.  Had  it  been  the  reverse— if 
the  exaction  had  been  made  from  the  other  section,  and 
the  expenditure  with  us,  this  point  of  superiority  would 
not  be  against  us  now,  as  it  was  not  at  the  formation  of 
this  Government. 

But  I  take  higher  ground.  I  hold  that  in  the  present 
state  of  civilization,  where  two  races  of  difi'erent  origin, 
and  distinguished  by  color,  and  other  physical  difier- 
ences,  aa  wtU  as  intellectual,  are  brought  together,  the 
relation  now  existing  iivtheslaveholding  States  between 
the  two,  is,  instead  of  an  evil,  a  good — ^a  positite  good. 
I  feel  myself  called  upon  to  speak  freely  upon  the  sub- 
ject, where  the  honor  and  interests  of  those  I  represent 
are  involved.  I  bold,  then,  that  there  never  has  yet  ex* 
isted  a  wealthy  and  civilized  society  in  which  one  portion 
of  the  community  did  not,  in  point  of  fact,  live  on  the 
labor  of  the  other.     Broad  and  general  as  is  this  asser* 
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tion,  it  is  fully  borne  out  by  history.  Thit  is  not  the 
IMToper  occssion,  but  if  it  were»  it  would  not  bir  difficult 
to  trace  the  various  devices  by  which  the  wealth  of  sll 
dvilized  communities  has  been  so  unequally  divided, 
and  lo  show  by  what  means  so  smsll  a  share  has  been  aU 
lotted  to  those  by  whose  labor  it  was  produced,  and  so 
Isrge  a  share  ipiven  to  the  non-producing^  class.  The 
devices  are  almost  innumerable,  from  the  brute  force 
and  gross  superstition  of  ancient  times,  to  (he  subtle  and 
,  artful  fiscal  contrivances  of  modern.  I  might  well  chal- 
lenge a  comparison  between  them  and  the  more  direct, 
simple^  and  patriarchal  mode  by  which  the  labor  of  the 
African  race  is  among  us  commanded  by  the  European. 
1  may  say  with  truth,  that  in  few  countries  so  much  is 
left  to  the  share  of  the  laborer,  and  so  little  exacted 
from  btn,  or  where  there  is  more  kind  attention  to  him 
in  sickness  or  infirmities  of  age.  Compare  his  condition 
with  the  tenants  of  the  poor-liouses  in  the  most  civilized 
portions  of  £iirope~-look  at  the  sick  snd  the  old  and 
mfirm  stave*  on  one  hand,  in  the  midst  of  his  family  snd 
friends,  under  the  kind  superintending  care  of  his  mas- 
ter and  mistress,  and  compare  it  with  the  forlorn  and 
wretched  condition  of  the  pauper  in  the  poor-house. 

But  I  will  not  dwell  on  this  aspect  of  the  question;  1 
turn  to  the  political;  and  here  I  fearlessly  assert  that  the 
eaisting  relation  between  the  two  races  in  the  South, 
agsinst  which  these  blind  fanatics  are  waging  war,  forms 
the  most  solid  and  durable  foundation  on  which  to  rear 
free  and  stable  political  institutions.  It  is  useless  to  dis- 
guise the  fact.  There  is  and  always  has  been,  in  an  ad- 
vanced stage  of  wealth  and  civil*z«tiou,  a  conflict  be- 
tween labor  and  capital.  The  condition  of  society  in  the 
South  exempts  us  from  the  disorders  and  dangers  re- 
sulting from  this  conflict;  and  which  explains  why  it  is 
that  the  political  condition  of  the  slaveholding  States  has 
been  so  much  more  stable  and  quiet  than  those  of  the 
North.  The  sd vantages  of  the  former  in  this  respect 
will  become  more  and  more  manifest  if  left  undistuibed 
by  interference  from  without,  as  the  country  advances  in 
wealth  and  numbers.  We  have  in  fact  but  just  entered 
that  condition  of  society  where  the  strength  and  durabil- 
ity of  our  political  institutions  are  to  be  tested;  and  I 
venture  nothing  in  predicting  that  the  experience  of  the 
next  generation  will  fully  test  how  vastly  more  favorable 
our  condition  of  society  is  than  that  of  other  sections,  for 
free  and  stable  institutions,  provided  we  sre  not  disturb- 
ed by  the  interference  of  others,  or  shall  have  sufficient 
intelligence  and  spirit  to  resist  promptly  and  successful- 
ly such  interference.  It  rests  with  oumelves  to  meet 
and  repel  them.  I  look  not  for  aid  to  this  Government, 
or  lo  the  other  States;  not  but  there  are  kind  feelings 
towards  us  on  the  part  of  the  great  body  of  the  non- 
slaveho'iding  States;  but,  as  kind  as  their  feelings  may 
be,  we  may  rest  assured  that  no  political  party  in  those 
States  will  risk  their  ascettdency  for  our  safety.  If  we 
do  not  defend  ourselves,  none  will  defend  us;  if  we  yield, 
we  will  be  more  and  more  pressed  as  we  recede;  and  if 
we  submit,  we  will  be  trampled  under  foot.  Be  assured 
that  emancipation  itself  would  not  satisfy  titese  fanatics— 
that  gained,  ttie  next  step  would  be  to  raise  the  negroes 
to  a  social  and  political  equality  with  the  whites;  and 
that  being  effected,  we  would  soon  find  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  two  ritces  reversed.  l*hey  and  their  North- 
ern allies  would  be  the  masters,  and  we  the  slaves;  the 
condition  of  the  white  race  in  the  British  West  India  is- 
lands, as  bad  as  it  is,  would  be  happiness  lo  ours—there 
the  mother  country  is  interested  in  sustaining  the  su- 
premacy of  the  Euro(>ean  race,  it  is  true  that  the  au- 
thority of  the  former  master  is  destroyed,  but  the  Afri- 
can will  there  still  be  a  slave,  not  to  individuals,  but  to 
the  community— forced  to  labor,  not  by  the  authority  of 
the  overseer,  but  by  the  bayonet  of  the  soldiery  and  the 
rod  of  the  civil  magistrate. 


Surrounded  as  the  slaveholding  States  are  with  such 
imminent  perils,  I  rejoice  to  think  that  our  means  of 
defence  are  ample,  if  we  sliall  prove  to  have  the  intelli- 
gence ai>d  spirit  to  see  and  apply  them  before  it  is  too 
late.  All  we  want  is  concert,  to  lay  aside  all  party  dif- 
ferences, and  unite  with  zeal  and  energy  in  repelling 
approaching  dangers.  Let  there  be  concert  of  action, 
and  we  shall  find  ample  means  of  security,  without  re- 
sorting to  secession  or  disunion.  I  speak  with  full 
knowledge  and  a  thorough  examination  of  the  sabjectj 
and  for  one  see  my  way  clearly.  One  thing  alarms  me**— 
the  eager  pursuit  of  gain  which  overspreads  the  land, 
and  which  absorbs  every  faculty  of  the  mind  and  every 
feeling  of  the  heart.  Qf  all  passions,  avarice  is  the  most 
blind  and  uncompromising— 4he  last  to  see  and  the  first 
to  yield  to  danger.  I  dare  not  hope  that  any  thing  I  can 
say  will  arouse  the  South  to  a  due  sense  of  dangeri  I 
fear  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  mortal  voice  to  awaken  it 
in  time  from  the  fatal  security  into  wbieh  it  ba»fallefi. 

fw  SsiTATB,  Febbxtaet  28,  1837. 

DISTRIBUTION  QUESTION. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  he  would  trouble  the  Senate  with 
but  two  or  three  words  only.  As  to  the  question  of  facr» 
whether  there  would  be  a  surplus  or  no  surplus^  that 
must  depend  on  the  extent  of  the  assent  given  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  bills  which  had  gone 
from  this  body.  As  to  the  land  bill,  it  was  doubtful 
whether  that  would  augment  or  diminish  the  receipts 
into  the  Treasury;  but  if  the  House  should  not  assent  to 
the  bill  reducing  the  tariff,  and  to  the  various  sppropri- 
ations  rendered  necessary  by  the  bills  which  had  passed 
the  Senate,  some  of  which  were  eharacteriied  by  great 
extravagance,  there  certainly  would  be  a  Isirge  surphis 
on  the  1st  of  January  next.  And  here  (sai<l  Mr.  C.)  let 
me  observe,  in  reply  to  the  honorable  Senatnr  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  CirrnaBnT,]  that  i  do  not  think  be  does 
justice  to  the  members  of  the  Senate  who  are  usnsUy 
designated  as  the  opposition,  when  he  supposes  if  they 
were  in  power  they  would  themselves  advocate  the  rery 
measures  which  now  they  oppose.  I  certainly  do  not 
recollect  a  single  measure  to  which  this  remark  will  just* 
ly  apply.  But  let  me  ask  the  honorable  Senator,  in  re*  • 
turn,  whether,  if  he  or  his  friends  were  out  of  power, 
he  would  not  feel  himself  called  upon  to  oppose  some 
of  the  measures  to  whtch  he  now  yields  his  support'  In 
reference  to  the  army  bill,  for  example,  there  is,  in  my 
opinion,  no  emergency  which  renders  so  great  an 
increase  of  our  military  estsbltshment  at  all  necessary. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  call  for  the  numerous  arsenals 
and  armories  which  it  proposes  to  establish,  nor  ia  there 
any  more  jnatification  for  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
money  on  a  long  list  of  useless  fortifications.  There  are 
many  other  measures  of  a  kindred  character  to  which  I 
do  not  think,  in  whatever  attitude  1  might  be  pUced,  I 
could  possibly  give  my  assent.  But  in  regard  to  the 
fact  of  surplus  or  no  surplus,  the  question  is  perfectly 
free  from  sll  difficulty.  Is  there  s  surplus,  this  amend* 
ment  provides  for  the  distribution,  is  there  none,  then 
the  amendment  is  inoperative,  and  therefore  perfectly 
harmless.  And  here  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  a  view  of  the  subject  which  I  think  entitled  to 
great  weight.  It  has  been  suggested  by  gentlemen  op- 
posed to  the  amendment,  that  we  had  better  wait  until 
the  next  session;  and  then,  if  we  find  that  any  large  sur- 
plus has  accumulated,  we  can  provide  for  its  disposition 
by  law.  Very  trhe.  But  the  difference  would  be  this: 
by  making  the  provision  now,  we  shall  gain  one  entire 
yeir,  during  the  whole  of  which  time  tlie  money  would 
have  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  deposite  banks. 
Suppose  we  come  here  next  session,  and  we  find  a  sur* 
plus  of  ten  or  fifteen  millions  in  the  Treasury  i 
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mcMure  it  propoted  m  a  proper  disposition  of  it;  be 
thftt  moMuro  what  it  may,  it  may  bo  expected  to  pro- 
dace  much  discussion  I  and,  judg^nfc  from  all  past  experi- 
•nccy  it  will  be  weeks,  and  even  months,  before  it  will 
have  passed  throufrh  both  Houses  of  Congress  and  re- 
ceived the  executive  sanction.  Weltt  the  money  is  to 
be  taken  out  of  the  deposite  banks,  and  applied  as  shaH 
be  then  determined  on.  Now,  what  is  the  doctrine  which 
was  strenuously  contended  for  during  the  discussion 
of  the  deposite  bVH  of  last  session^  Were  we  nnt 
told  that,  as  the  public  money  had  come  graduslly  into 
the  possession  of  the  deposite  banks,  so  it  must  be  per- 
mitted to  gt>  fpradually  out{  and  that,  if  a  very  large 
amount  should  be  suddenly  called  for,  great  and  ruinous 
pressure  must  be  the  inevitable  consequence  P  The 
tame  argument  will  be  urged  again.  The  deposite  banks 
muat  have  time,  and  the  result  will  be  that,  do  what  we 
will,  the  bill  will  not  in  fact  come  into  operation  till  Jan- 
uary twelvemonth.  To  save,  then,  the  loss  of  an  entire 
year,  it  is  important  that  we  should  legislate  now.  If 
there  is  no  surplus,  the  amendment  can  do  no  injury  {  if 
there  isy  we  shall  gain  a  year. 

It  is,  however,  objected  that  there  is  no  fitness,  no 
congruitv,  in  an  amendment  of  this  character  to  a  fortifi- 
cation bill.  But  I  ask,  what  subject  was  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  legislating  upon}  Was  it  not  an  ap- 
propriation billf  And  does  not  this  aanendment  pro- 
vide for  an  appropriation  or  disposition  of  the  surplus 
revenue  among  the  different  States,  for  greater  safety, 
that  it  may  be  ready  whenever  there  shall  be  a  necessity 
to  call  for  it?  Surely,  then,  there  is  a  perfect  congeni- 
vlity  between  the  object  of  the  amendment  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  bill. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Nilrs] 
is  extremely  unwilling  to  encounter  the  discipline  of 
popular  opinion,  which  he  thinks  the  Senate  have  here* 
tofore  incurred,  bat  that  it  has  now  redeemed  itself 
from  the  opprobrium  of  all  its  past  errors,  and  is  in  a 
fair  way  to  recover  the  approbation  of  public  sentiment. 
Now,  there  is  no  gentleman  on  this  floor  who  has  re- 
cuTKd  more  frequently  than  he  to  the  aristocratic  fea- 
ture of  this  branch  of  the  Government;  and  is  it  not  ex- 
traordinary that,  when  a  disposition  of  the  surplus  rev- 
enue is  proposed  and  advocated  by  an  aristocratic  ma- 
jority of  this  highly  aristocratic  body,  it  meets  with  his 
favor  and  support r  But  when  the  very  saom  measure 
eomes  before  him  as  originated  by  his  democratic  friends 
in  the  democratic  branch  of  the  Government,  it  finds 
with  him  no 'favor.  The  honorable  gentleman  will  not 
piece  himself  in  an  attitude  to  incur  popular  displeasure. 
I  submit,  then,  whether  in  consistency  he  ought  not  to 
vote  for  this  measure,  now  that  it  comes  to  him  from  a 
purer  source,  In  the  popular  portion  of  the  National 
Legislature.  I  hope  he  will  be  induced  by  this  con- 
sideration to  give  a  diflFerent  vote  from  that  which  he 
seems  to  have  .indicated. 

As  to  the  degree,  ho  weaver,  in  which  the  last  distribu- 
tion bill  received  the  public  approbation,  there  is,  I  be- 
lieve, no  difierence  of  opinion.  Every  where  that 
measure  was  bailed  with  acclamation.  Not  a  single 
State  has  been  found  which  will  venture  to  refuse  its 
quota  of  the  deposites.  That  some  difficulties  should 
arise  as  to  the  best  disposition  of  a  fund  thus  suddenly 
thrown  into  the  State  treasuries,  was  to  be  expectecl. 
Some  have  given  the  money  (6  towns,  some  have  given 
it  to  banks,  some  to  objects  of  internal  improvement. 
Whether  these  dispositions  of  it  were  judiciour,  or  other- 
wise, is,  of  course,  a  matter  on  which  the  opinions  of 
individuals  may  differ.  In  my  own  State  there  was 
great  diversity  of  opinion.  But  the  money  has  finally 
been  appropriated  in  a  manner  which  must  convince 
any  candid  mind  that  the  distributkm  of  the  surplus  was 
Ik  beneficent  measure,  and  eminently  calcuUted  to  ad- 


vance the  public  good.  In  reference  to  Connecticut, 
and,  indeed,  to  all  the  ^ihev  States,  though  there  haa 
been  a  great  variety  in  the  manner  of  its  application,  I 
am  fully  persuaded  it  will  be  found  to  have  redounded 
greatly  to  their  benefit.  But  if  any  particular  State 
shall  prefer  to  leave  the  money  in  deposite  banks,  at  an 
interest  of  two  per  cent.,  they  are  free  to  make  such  ft 
disposition  of  it. 

In  reference  to  the  objection  urged  by  an  honorable 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  on  my  left,  [Mr.  BucBAVAsr,] 
I  must  confess  that  I  do  not  perceive  any  great  force  in 
it.  And  I  must  be  permitted  to  observe  that  he  was 
one  of  the  last  from  whom  I  should  have  expected  to 
hear  an  argument  of  that  sort.  He  says,  if  we  pass  this 
amendment,  the  effect  will  be  to  check  the  necessary 
appropriations  of  the  public  money  for  purposes  of  the 
General  Governmen^  That  it  will,  in  its  practical 
operation,  tempt  gentlemen  from  the  discharge  of  their 
high  duties  as  representatives  of  the  entire  people  of 
the  United  States.*  But,  I  ask,  has  that  been  the  fact^ 
Has  he  seen  any  such  influence  exerted  by  the  deposite 
bill  of  last  yearf  What  has  been  the  character  of  the 
appropriation  of  public  money  by  this  body  during  the 
present  session?  Have  not  those  appropriations  been 
quite  ss  large  as  at  the  last  session?  1  do  not  object, 
however,  to  the  fact  only  which  his  argument  supposes, 
but  to  the  principle  on  which  it  proceeds.  I^  funda- 
mental principle  is  distrust  in  the  people,  and  in  their 
Representatives  and  Senators  in  Congress.  Can  it  be 
doubted  by  any  patriotic  man  that  they  will  all  perform 
thbir  dutyf  Let  a  war  come,  aiid  does  not  the  honor- 
able  Senator  believe  that  the  members  of  this  and  of  the 
other  House  will  do  all  which  it  becomes  men  to  do  who 
are  intrusted  with  the  high  doty  of  providing  for  the  de- 
fence of  their  country  f  If  his  argument  be  well*found< 
ed,  it  strikes  at  the  very  root  of  the  Government,  and 
would,  if  carried  out,  prevent  sU  taxation.  Do  we  not 
save  to  the  people  what  we  take  off  of  taxation?  His 
srgument,  therefore,  might  be  urged  sgainst  having  any 
Government  at  all,  for  the  temptation  he  speaks  of  is  in 
perpetual  force,  and  operates  alike  against  all  Uxation 
fur  the  general  good.  But  I  find  myaelf  insensibly  en- 
gaging  in  the  disctnsion.  I  forbear,  under  a  hope  that 
.other  gentlemen  also  will  limit  their  remarks  as  much  aa 
possible,  that  we  may  at  length  get  the  question. 

Ik  Skit  ATS,  FxBavAiiT  7,  1837.' 

CESSION  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
The  bill  limiting  the  sales  of  public  lands  to  actual 
settlers  being  under  consideration  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  Mr.  Calrouit  moved  a  substitute,  ce- 
ding the  public  lands  to  the  States  within  which  they 
are  situated,  to  those  States,  respectively,  upon  the  con- 
dition of  their  paying  the  Unittd  States  one  third  of  the 
gross  s mount  of  the  sales. 
In  the  course  of  the  brief  debate  on  the  amendment, 
Mr.  NORVELL  observed  that  the  substitute  to  the 
present  land  bill,  just  submitted  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina,  presented  a  tempting  and 
beautiful  offer  to  the  new  States  of  this  Union.  If  he 
believed,  not  that  the  Senator  had  seriously  made  the 
proposition,  but  that  it  would  be  seriously  carried  into 
effect  by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  he  should  be  strong- 
ly disposed  to  accept  it  at  once,  and  to  give  it  his  hum- 
ble support,  as  one  of  the  representatives  from  the  new 
States.  The  bait  presented  to  the  new  States  was  a 
gilded  bait  I  and  he,  for  one,  should  take  it  with  pleas- 
ure, if  he  did  not  apprehend  that  in  the  very  act  of 
swallowing  if,  when  it  would  be  too  late  for  his  safety, 
it  would  be  withdrawn  from  him,  and  leave  him  in  a 
lacerated  condition.  But,  before  he  could  consent  to 
give  up  the  bill  which  the  Senate  were  about  to  pass  to 
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its  third  reading,  before  he  should  be  willing  to  sur- 
render a  certain  and  moderately  good  measure,  just 
within  his  grasp,  for  the  glimmering  prospect  of  reali- 
zing a  better  boon,  which  might  never  be  obtained,  be 
wanted  a  guarantee  that  the  splendid  substitute  pre- 
sented to  the  new  States  would  be  successfully  sustained 
and  carried  through  Congress.  That  guarantee  would 
be  best  secured  by  the  passage  of  the  present  bill.  Let 
that  be  passed  t  let  the  honorable  Senator  unite  with  its 
friends  in  its  favor;  let  him  then  bring  forward  his  sub- 
stitute as  a  separate  bill,  and  add  to  it  a  clause  repealing 
all  previous  laws  contrary  to  its  provisions,  and  be 
would  pledge  himself  to  go  with  the  Senator  in  the  sup- 
port of  his  proposition.  He  was  extremely  desirous  to 
relieve  the  new  States  from  the  paramount  sovereignty 
claimed  by  this  Government  over  the  territorial  domain 
within  their  limits.  As  long  as  that  sovereignty  con* 
tinued  to  be  held  and  exercised  over  them,  they  were 
not  in  a  condition  of  equality  with  the  old  States  of  this 
confederacy.  They  had  not  been  admitted  into  the 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States  in 
all  respiects  whatever.  They  were  subject  to  the  para- 
lyzing Influence  and  control  of  the  General  Government 
in  all  their  political  movements. 

fir  SXRATX,  FSBRUART  24,  1837. 
'   REDUCTION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Rttxs,  said  he  was  anx- 
ious to  obtain  the  floor  last  evening,  to  set  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia  and  some  others  right  in  regard 
to  his  and  their  course  here.  He  had  listened  to  the  re- 
miniscences f>f  the  gentlemen  from  Souib  Carolina  and 
New  Turk  [Messrs.  Calhouit  and  Whig rt]  with  some 
•atisfuction,  as  to  the  history  of  the  tariff  of  1828,  which 
had  been  denominated  a  bill  of  abominations.  He,  too, 
had  a  lively  remembrance  of  what  occurred.  It  is  now 
•aid  by  those  who  ought  to  know  about  the  matter,  for 
they  were  parties  in  the  transaction,  that  there  was  a 
political  bargain  made  between  the  South  and  the  Jack- 
son party  of  the  Middle  and  West,  to  frame  a  bill  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  force  the  New  Englanders  to  vote  against 
it,  and  then  to  throw  on  them  the  odium  of  defeating  a 
measure  of  protection.  The  bill  of  1828  was  the  fruit  of 
this  extraordinary  compact.  He  was  rejoiced  to  have 
this  fact  published  from  this  place,  that  the  country  may 
be  well  assured  of  what  it  has  hitherto  hesitated  to  be- 
lieve. 

In  1827,  the  manufacturers  of  woollens  found  that  they 
had  lott  a  large  portion  of  the  advantage  given  to  them, 
and  designed  to  be  secured  by  the  act  of  1824,  by  an  act 
of  the  British  Parliament  reducing  the  duty  on  wooli  and 
the  business  declining  under  this  unexpected  state  of 
things,  they  came  here  and  requested  Congress  to  place 
them  on  as  good  a  footing  as  it  was  their  purpose  to  do  by 
the  act  of  1824.  This  was  all  that  was  prayed  for,  and 
(his  was  the  only  interest  which  asked  for  relief.  Noth- 
ing was  matured  in  1827,  and,  therefore,  they  came  with 
the  same  request  in  1828.  This  year  began  a  new  Con- 
gress, in  winch  was  a  Jackson  majority.  It  was  com- 
posed of  all  interests,  tariff  and  anti-tart^,  and  the  ques- 
tion wa<,  how  should  such  a  majority  co-operate  harmor 
niuusly?  It  was  the  public  duty  of  some  to  advocate 
and  others  to  oppose  an  increase  of  duty  on  wool- 
lens. The  Senator  from  Carolina,  who  concurred  with 
that  majority,  now  piiblishcs  as  history  what  then  was 
conjectured.  We  looked  on  with  surprise  and  aslonish- 
ment.  The  Senator  from  New  York  Was  one  of  the 
Committee  on  ManufAClures,  and  assisted  to  report  that 
memorable  bill.  It  came  in  loaded  with  duties  on  hemp, 
iron,  steel,  duck,  arJent  spirits,  lead,  molasses,  grain, 
and  many  other  articles;  while  woollens,  though  they  hsd 
a  nominal  increase  uf  duty,  were  left  relatively  in  a  worse 


condition  than  before  they  were  touched,  by  inposing  a 
heavy  duty  on  wool.  We  were  the  more  mirprised,  be* 
cause  nobody  asked  for  increased  duties  on  iron,  steel, 
hemp,  duck,  ardent  spirits,  or  any  uf  the  other  articles, 
for  they  had  most  ample  and  liberal  protection  before, 
and  the  manufacturers  appeared  to  be  prosperous  and 
happy;  and  while  this  was  apparent,  the  suffering  inter- 
est wss  neglected.  The  manufacturers  of  woollens 
asked  for  bread,  and  the  committee  offered  them  a  stone. 
But  our  eyes  began  to  open,  and  to  be  filled  with 
light,  when  we  saw  the  anti-tariff  members  of  the  South 
resist  at  every  step  all  propositions  to  reduce  these  high 
and  unnecessary  duties;  when  we  saw  the  singular 
anomaly  of  such  persons  recording  their  votes  in  favor  of 
these  extravagant  rates;  and  when  we  saw  the  authors  of 
this  bill,  and  the  persons  who  demanded  its  provisions, 
because  they  avowed  themselves  the  warm  friends  of 
protection,  resisting  every  proposition  to  place  the  wool- 
lens upon  any  better  foundation.  We  must  have  been 
worse  than  blind  if  we  bad  failed  to  see  that  the  design 
of  all  this  was  to  compel  us  of  the  East,  by  the  singular 
and  obviously  unjust  and  injurious  provisions  of  the  bill, 
to  vote  against  it,  and  thus  expose  ourselves  to  be  de- 
nounced by  the  press  as  the  enemies  of  protection.  We 
did  see  and  understand  that  we  were  selected  fur  politi- 
cal victims.  The  intrigee  was  too  apparent  not  to  be 
comprehended,  and  I  am  heartily  rejoiced  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  Carolina  from  this  day  forth  makes  it  a  part  of 
the  history  of  the  country.  The  bill  wss  to  be  defeated, 
he  says,  and  by  our  votes.  It  was  made  for  that  purposct 
The  navigating  interest,  in  its  iron,  cordage,  and  duck, 
was  loaded  with  duties  to  attain  that  object.  The  wool* 
lens,  for  the  same  reason,  were  neglected..  The  South, 
to  administer  this  unpalatable  drug,  vo'.ed  to  keep  it  as 
it  was  reported;  believing  we  should  be  compelled,  by 
the  injustice  to  our  interests,  to  vote  against  it,  and  then 
should  be  overwhelmed  by  the  indignation  of  the  Middle 
and  the  West,  for  killing  a  bill  so  eminently  favorable  to 
those  sections  of  the  country. 

Believing  such  to  be  the  character  and  objects  of  the 
measure,  our  friends  began  to  inquire  whether  it  was  not 
wiser  to  defeat  the  supposed  intrigue  by  voting  for  thie 
bill,  and  thus  carrying  it;  for  the  power  to  do  this  lay  in 
their  hands.  The  Middle  and  West  roust  vote  fur  it,  and 
the  South  against  it.  Our  votes,  added  to  either  side, 
made  a  majority.  For  one,  I  did  just  as  the  Senator 
from  Carolina  says  it  was  designed  1  should  do;  I  voted 
against  the  bill,  because,  upon  most  mature  reflection,  I 
considered  its^  provisions  highly  objectionable,  because 
of  the  extravagances  which  marked  its  character,  and  I 
could  not  reconcile  it  with  my  viewa  of  public  duty  to 
support  it.  But  enough  of  our  friends  differed  from  me 
to  carry  it,  and  I  well  remember  the  disappointment  of 
the  South  at  this  unexpected  result.  1  well  remember 
that  it  was  then  openly  said  by  some  members,  that  they 
had  been  deceived  and  misled;  for  the  bill  was  to  be  de- 
feated if  kept  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  reported.  The 
conjectures,  as  well  as  the  declarations  at  that  time,  cor- 
responded exactly  with  the  disclosures  of  the  Senator. 
.  Sir,  I  have  adverted  to  this  extraordinary  piece  of  his- 
tory for  two  reasons:  first,  to  show  that,  while  I  have 
been  the  sieady  friend  of  American  industry,  I  am  for 
no  exclusive  policy,  no  unjust  or  extravagant  measures. 
It  has,  in  truth,  been  urged  against  me  that,  in  the  votea 
which  I  have  given  here,  I  have  been  found  in  bad  com- 
pany, because  I  stood  on  the  record  with  the  anti-tarifT 
interest.  The  same  accisation  has  been  made  against 
me  that  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Baowir] 
now  makes  against  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Calhoun]  bt cause  he  votes  with  us,  and  I  suppose 
with  about  the  same  measure  of  justice. 

Second.  To  prove  to  >ou  that  when  political  expedi- 
ency calls  for  a  victim,  we  are  uniformly  sacrificed.     It 
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wai  so  in  1828,  in  1833,  and  it  lo  now^  we  are  not  re- 
garded 18  belonging  to  tbe  great  American  family,  un- 
.few  our  interests  spread  beyond  -our  territory;  what  is 
local,  or  nearly  so^  may  be  traded  away  as  emergencies 
require. 

The  injustioe  of  the  bill  of  1832  was  not  «o  glaringly 
manifest  as  that  of  1828,  but  it  was  so  strongly  marked 
that  I  could  not  support  it. 

I  hope  this  piece  of  history  will  be  borne  in  mind«  and 
be  an  admonition  that  contracts  marked  by  injustice,  and 
recommended  only  as  political  expedients,  may  fail  of 
their  purpose,  and  bring  down  the  injury  designed  for 
others  upon  the  authors  of  the  injustice. 

I  will  here  dismiss  this  subject,  and  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  another  matter,  which  it  wm  my  chief 
object  to  notice. 

Much  has  been  said  in  this  debate  of  the  compromise 
act,  and  its  obligations.  My  course  or  remarks  here  can 
never  be  very  important,  and  therefore  may  well  be  for- 
Ifotteuf  and  I  certainly  wouM  not  allude  to  them,  if  1  had 
not  been  personally  appealed  to  in  more  than  one  in- 
stance, and  reminded  that  this  side  of  the  House  had 
given  no  pledges  that  it  would  adhere  to  that  act.  This 
had  been  put  forth  almost  in  the  language  of  taunt,  as  if 
we  were  not  frank  and  manly. 

Whoever  has  or  will  give  himself  the  trouble  to  in- 
quire, will  find  that  my  sentiments  are  not  concealed. 
My  vote  upon  that  act  is  recorded*  and  my  sentiments 
then  delivered  are  "in  print  among  the  debates  of  the 
day.  I  was  among  those  who  differed  from  the  distin- 
guished Senator  m  Kentucky  {  and  while  I  have  made 
tio  profession  of  a  change  of  opinion,  I  have  so  far  acqui- 
esced in  the  provisions  of  the  law  as  to  yield  to  its  pro- 
visions as  the  sense  of  the  country.  I  am  not  aware  of 
having  given  countenance,  by  acts  or  opinions,  to  any 
disposition  to  disturb  it,  nor  have  those  who  usually  co- 
operated with  me.  We  are  not,  therefore,  chargeable 
with  bad  faith  in  any  point  of  view.  We  yield  our  obe- 
dience to  the  work  of  others,  leaving  the  measure  to 
work  out  all  the  good  it  niay.  It  has  thus  far  produced 
IranquillUy,  and  raised  hopes  of  a  aleady  course  of  legis- 
lation, which  in  itself  is  one  of  the  great  elements  of 
prosperity. 

We  make  no  complaints— no  movement  for  change — 
and  give  countenance  to  none.  Why,  then,  are  we 
called  upon  for  pledges?  Are  not  our  acts  satisfactory  f 
Have  we  made  any  declarations  in  conflict  with  them? 
If  so,  let  them  be  pointed  out.  But  who  is  it  that  de- 
mands pledges?  The  Senator  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cuth- 
bbrt]  has  repeatedly  observed  that  he  hears  no  pledges 
from  this  side  of  the  House.  Ttie  Senator  from  Virginia 
turns  to  me,  and  to  the  chair  of  my  colleague,  Cfor  he 
was  not  in  it,}  and  ssys  he  hears  none.  The  Senator 
from  Georgia  is  one  of  the  committee  who  reported  this 
bill,  acknowledges  the  paternity,  and  gives  it  a  warm 
And  zealous  support  here.  The  Senator  from  Virginia 
told  us,  in  his  place,  that  it  had  his  approbation  and  sup- 
port. The  chairman  [Mr.  Wbiobt]  and  another  mem- 
ber [Mr.  BssToa]  have  distinctly  avowed  that  they 
wholly  disregard  the  compromise.  They  tell  us,  also, 
what  we  should  know  without  their  decUrations,  that- 
tbis  bill  does  violate  the  compromise  in  the  most  explicit 
and  unequivocal  terms.  Nothing  can  be  plainer  than  the 
truth  of  this  decUration,  as  I  fully  proved  the  other  day. 

How  stands  the  matter,  then?  We  observe  the  Uw— 
make  no  propositions  to  alter  it— express  no  dissatisfac- 
tion— while  those  who  ask  for  pledges  have  come  to  the 
deliberate  determination  to  disregard  and  violate  its  pro- 
visions, and  bring  forward  a  bill  for  that  avowed  pur- 
pose, giving  it  a  zealous  support.  What  do  these  gen- 
tlemen want  of  pledges?  Are  they  anxious  to  have  us 
pledge  ourselves  to  support  a  law  which  they  wish  to 
prostrate?  Are  they  so  absurd  as  to  ask  for  pledges  to 
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a  course  the  opposite  of  their  own  sentiments?  Do  they 
desire  to  array  opposition  to  a  bill  they  approve?  Uu 
they  demand  pledges  of  us  to  observe  the  compromise 
act,  while  they  declare  here,  in  the  face  of  the  country, 
that  nobody  is  bound  by  it?  If  such  be  the  object  of 
demanding  pledges,  the  gentlemen  are  singularly  absurd 
and  inconsistent  with  themselves.  If  they  turn  their  re- 
flections upon  their  own  conduct  and  opinions,  they  can- 
not be  insensible  as  to  the  position  in  which  they  place 
ihemselves*  They  voted  for  the  bill— I  against  it;  when 
I  propose  to  violate  it,  let  gentlemen  make  their  arraign- 
ment. Xhat  will  be  seasonably  enough.  But,  sir,  I 
have  another  answer  to  this  demand  for  pledges.  1  have 
no  power  or  authority  to  pledge  Massachusetts  to  any 
course  of  policy  which  is  prospective.  She  does  not 
send  me  here  to  make  bargains  to  dispose  of  her  great 
interests  for  a  term  of  years.  She  holds  herself  at  lib- 
erty to  approve  or  disapprove  of  my  acts,  as  she  may 
deem  them  wise  or  unwise i  and  If  I  were  to  make 
pledges,  she  would  hold  herself  in  no  respect  bound  by 
them.  In  addition  to  this,  I  knew  her  Legislature  had 
this  subject  under  consideration,  and  that  the  sentiments 
of  that  numerous  body  just  elected  from  the  people 
would  probably  be  expunged.  Under  such  circum- 
stances^ it  would  be  singular  assumption  in  me  to  attempt 
to  speak  for  the  States  and  even  if  I  had  seen  a  proprie- 
ty in  sending  in  pledges  under  other  circumstances,  I 
should  have  felt  myself  restrained  while  the  subject  was 
agitated  in  the  Legislature. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  last  evening,  I  have  receiv- 
ed an  oflicial  copy  of  the  dVmgs  of  that  body,  in  the  form 
of  a  protest,  which,  at  a  proper  time^  I  shall  present  to 
the  Senate,  and  Massachusetts  shall  speak  for  herself. 

My  colleague  can  speak  for  himself  in  this  matter.  I 
have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  repel  this  demand  of  pledges, 
and  to  inform  the  Senate  and  the  country  of  the  circum- 
stances which  belong  to  it;  and  I  entertain  no  doubt  that 
we  shall  hear  no  more  of  the  matter,  for  I  have  nothing 
to  disguise,  or  conceal,  or  retract.  There  is  no  want  of 
the  most  explicit  frankness.  If  it  be  the  pleasure  of 
gentlemen  to  violate  that  act,  let  them  not  seek  an  apol- 
ogy in  my  opinions.  They  have  taken  their  own  course, 
independent  of  me.  I  am  not  answerable  for  this  act, 
or  the  principles  it  involves.  Its  paternity  is  certain,  ^ 
and  those  who  ask  for  pledges  have  made  their  minds 
up  to  carry  it  forward  without  regard  to  us.  Their 
course  is  in  no  respect  influenced  by  my  conduct,  and 
if  I  were  now  to  give  pledges  of  adhering  to  the.  com- 
promise act,  not  one  of  them  would  change  his  course, 
or  make  his  opinions  dependent  on  mine.  Let  them 
not  seek  to  find  an  apology  for  their  course  in  my  not 
giving  in  pledges.  If  they  are  willing  to  be  governed 
by  my  opinion,  let  them  say  so;  but  no  one  places  the 
matter  on  that  ground;  no  one  says  he  will  stand  by  the 
pledges;  but,  on  the  contrary,  all  avow  the  purpose  of 
nustaining  the  bill. 

Is  Sbkatb,  Mabch  1. 
RECOGNITION  OF  TEXAS. 

The  following  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Walkui, 
coming  up  for  consideration  as  the  order  of  the  day,  viz: 

•*  Resolved,  That  the  State  of  Texas  having  established 
and  maintsined  an  independent  Government,  cspable  of 
performing  those  duties,  foreign  and  domestic,  which 
appertain  to  independent  Governments,  and  it  appearing 
that  there  is  no  longer  any  reasonable  prospect  of  the 
successful  prosecution  of  the  war  by  Mexico  against  said 
State,  it  is  expedient  and  proper,  and  in  perfect  con- 
formity with  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  practice  of  this 
Government  in  like  cases,  that  the  independent  political 
existence  of  said  State  be  acknowledged  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States"— 
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Mr.  WAT.KER  said  that  no  one  could  be  more  con- 
scious than  he  that  it  vould  be  unpardonable  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  Senate  unnf  cessarily,  at  such  an  hour  of 
the  ses<iion,  and  he  should  therefore  be  as  brief  as  pos- 
sible in  the  remarks  with  which  he  deemed  it  his  duty 
to  accompany  the  resolution  he  had  bad  the  honor  to 
submit.  He  should  confine  himself  strictly  to  those 
points  which  it  was  necessary  to  touch,  without  indulg- 
injf  in  a  trairf  of  remarks  to  which  they  would  very  natu- 
rally lead,  and  which  at  another  time,  and  under  differ- 
rnt  circumstances,  might  with  propriety  be  made. 

In  the  first  place,  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  position  in  which  Texas  had  been  placed 
by  the  action  of  Congress  at  the  last  session.  After  con- 
siderable discussion  at  that  time,  the  subject  had  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  who 
had  reported  to  the  Senate  a  resolution  declaring  that 
the  independence  of  Texas  ought  to  be  recognised  as 
soon  as  authentic  information  should  hare  been  received, 
by  the  Bxecutive,  that  it  was  possessed  of  a  civil  Gov- 
ernment, and  was  capable  of  assuming  the  responsibilities 
and  discharging  the  duties  of  an  independent  Power. 
This  resolution  had  been  deliberately  and  with  perfect 
"unanimity  agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  the  yeas  being  S9, 
and  the  n»y8  none.  The  same  resolution  bad  been 
agreed  to  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  a  vote  of 
ris  to  20.  It  was,  therefore,  the  opinion  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, at  that  time,  that  the  independence  of  Texas 
ought  to  be  acknowledged  so  soon  as  the  information 
referred  to  should  have  been  received.  This  (said  Mr. 
,W0  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  go  into  the  merits 
W  the  difficulty  between  Mexico  and  Texas;  that  reso- 
lution put  the  question  on  the  proof  of  a  fvct.  It  is  now, 
therefore,  a  mere  question  of  facti  and  as  such  I  shall 
treat  it. 

Let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  origin 
of  the  existing  state  of  things  in  that  country.  Af\er  the 
downfal  of  Iturbide,  a  republican  constitution  was  put 
in  operation  in  the  Mexican  confederacy,  and  Texas,  as 
one  of  the  members  of  that  confederacy,  was  included 
under  it.  A  colonization  law  was  passed,  which  invited 
persons  from  all  parts  of  the  globe  to  come  and  partake 
of  the  privileges  of  citizenship  in  this  new  republic,  es- 
pecially the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States.  In  the 
preamble  to  that  law  it  was  given  as  a  reason  for  passing 
if,  that  it  was  very  important  to  secure  the  frontiers  of 
Mexico  against  the  irruptions  and  ravages  of  the  savage 
tribes  in  the  vicinity.  It  was,  therefore,  for  the  advan- 
tage and  benefit  of  Mexico  herself  that  foreigners  should 
enter  the  territory;  and  they  did  so,  under  the  most 
solemn  guarantees  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  They 
went  there  in  the  faith  of  these  assurances;  they  con- 
quered the  wilderness;  and  they  expelled  the  Indians, 
and  drove  them  to  a  great  distance  from  their  settle- 
ment*. In  process  of  time  they  became  a  State,  and 
elected  a  Legislature.  But  what  was  then  done  by 
Mexico?  By  the  audacity  of  a  military  dictator,  the  free 
constitution  of  that  republic  was  subverted,  and  the  Con- 
gress, who  represented  the  people,  and  sat  by  their 
authority,  was,  by  force  of  arms,  turned  out  of  doors. 
Another  I^egislature  was  set  up  in  their  place  by  the 
dictator,  consisting  of  a  single  House,  and  prepared  to 
comply  with  whatever  might  be  his  pleasure.  The  peo- 
ple of  Texas  resisted  this  usurpation;  but  they  were  not 
alone  in  withstanding  it.  The  banner  of  freedom  was 
raised  at  the  same  time  by  the  people  of  Zaeatecas,  who 
inherited  the  same  noble  blood.  They  were,  however, 
overthrown  in  the  contest,  and  consequently  removed  to 
;  -T^xas.  After  the  Congress  had  been  forcibly  turned 
I  out  of  doors,  a  proclamation  was  issued,  ordering  the 

I  disarming  of  the  population,  and  requiring  an  unquali- 

I  fied  submission,  on  their  part,  to  a  military  despotism. 

I  They  resisted  the  enforcement  of  this  order— «nd  never 


would  1  have  uttered  a  word  in  favor  of  their  reeogol- 
tion  if  they  had  not.  Had  they  tamely  submitted  to  such 
an  act  of  oppreamon,  they  would  have  been  unworthy  of 
the  name  of  Americans.  Had  they  bowed  their  necks 
to  the  yoke,  and  submissively  yielded  up  their  linba  to 
the  chain,  I  would  never  have  voted  to  welcome  them 
among  the  nations  of  the  free.  Suppose  the  President 
of  these  United  States  should  enter  the  halls  of  Con- 
gress, seize  our  persons,  and  drive  us  from  our  teats, 
and  occupy  them  with  bis  creatures;  suppose  be  should 
then  send  out  a  band  of  mercenaries  into  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, and  Pennsylvsnla,  should  disarm  our  citizens,  and 
demand  of  them,  with  threats,  an  unqualified  submission 
to  his  absolute  will;  I  ask  whether  there  lives  a  omo  so 
abject  as  not  to  resist?  No.  I  know,  all  men  know, 
that  the  people  of  those  States  would  maintain  their 
freedom,  or  perish  in  the  struggle.  The  citiaens  of 
Texas  have  done  Just  what  would  have  been  done,  in  the 
like  case,  by  citizens  of  the  United  States.  We  did  so 
in  circumstances  far  less  intolerable.  The  colonial  op- 
pression of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  was  mild, 
was  paternal,  in  comparison  with  the  despotism  that  was 
sought  to  be  fixed  on  the  necks  of  the  citizens  of  Texas. 
Their  resistance  of  it  wis  justified  by  all  laws,  human 
and  divine. 

The  next  question  is,  whether,  having  resolved  on 
independence,  they  have  been  able  to  maintain  it. 

What  have  we  seen?  We  have  seen  two  successive 
invasions  of  their  territory,  and  both  successfiilly  resist- 
ed. The  first  was  under  General  Cos;  he  was-taken 
prisoner,  and  liberated  on  parole.  Then  came  the  en- 
terprise of  Santa  Anna,  who  entered  Texas  at  the  head 
of  eight  hundred  fine  troops,  the  eUie  of  the  Mexican 
army.  After  the  conquest  of  Goliad,  and  the  sanguinary 
battle  at  the  Alamo,  be  was  overthrown  by  a  handful  of 
Tezian  troops  under  General  Houston,  and  remained  a 
captive  in  the  hands  of  those  whose  friends  and  relatives 
he  had  treacherously  and  inhumanly  murdered.  This 
happened  twelve  months  ago,  and  yet  no  hostile  foot  has 
trodden  the  Texian  soil,  nor  has  hostile  fleet  appeared 
upon  its  shores.  ITheir  army  has  complete  possession 
of  the  seaports  and  of  all  the  interior;  nor  hu  any  at- 
tempt been  made  by  the  Mexican  forces  to  rescue  their 
favorite  chief  or  to  redeem  their  honor.  Why?  Has  not 
sufficient  time  elapsed?  How  much  longer  must  we 
wait?  For  twelve  months  more?  Or  till  Mexico  sliall 
recognise  their  independence?  Or  do  not  justice  and 
truth  demand  that  we  should,  without  further  delay, 
admit  the  fact  of  their  independence?  What  greater 
evidence  of  it  do  we  ask?  They  possess  the  entire  ter- 
ritory; the  laws  are  regularly  administered;  the  Con- 
gress which  enacts  them  have  met  twice;  and  all  things 
are  as  peaceful  and  orderly  as  within  our  own  happy  and 
favored  republic.  What,  then,  is  the  question  of  recog- 
nition? It  is  a  question  of  fact.  We  must  answer  yea 
or  no— either  that  Texas  is  mdependent,  or  that  it  is 
still  a  part  of  Mexico.  Are  Congress  prepared  to  spread 
such  an  untruth  upon  their  records?  Would  you  now 
negotiate  with  Mexico  on  the  ground  that  Texas  consti- 
tutes a  part  of  that  country?  Here  let  me  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  to  one  important  fact,  viz:  that  the 
present  central  Government  of  Mexico  never  has  exer- 
cised any  authority  whatever  in  Texas.  No,  not  for  an 
hour.  It  is  a  despotism  which  she  has  resisted;  she  has 
never  for  a  moment  obeyed  it.  Why  should  we  refuse 
to  acknowledge  what  is  true?  We  have  been  told  by 
the  President  that  another  Invasion  is  threatened  by 
Mexico.  True.  But  are  we  to  be  governed  by  threats? 
Are  threats  to  constitute  a  reason  why  we  may  not  rec- 
ognise the  independence  of  a  revolted  province  which 
has  maintained  its  freedom?  If  so,  then  we  should  never 
have  recognised  the  independence  of  Mexico;  for  she 
has,  80  late  as  within  three  years  past,  been  threateneii 
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by  Spain.  No;  the  question  does  not  depend  on  threats^ 
but  on  the  actual  stale  of  things.  If  the  Taporing  of 
Mexico  is  to  settle  this  matter,  I  hope  we  shall  first  ex- 
amine how  far  she  is  able  to  carry  her  threats  into  exe- 
cution. To  show  her  utter  inability  to  do  this,  I  will 
call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  her  divided  condition, 
torn  as  she  is  by  intestine  broils  and  civil  convulsions.  So 
entirely  has  she  been  disabled  by  this  her  condition  from 
carrying  a  war  of  conquest  into  a  neighboring  territory! 
that  she  is  scarce  able  to  maintain  the  authority  of  Gov- 
ernment within  her  own  limits.  Her  internal  state  ex- 
hibits one  scene  of  unceasing  civil  convulsion.  Insur- 
rections rise,  one  after  another,  in  a  constant  succession, 
till  her  streets  run  down  with  the  blood  of  her  citizens, 
Governors,  members  of  Congress,  and  Presidents.  But 
one  of  her  Chief  Magistrates  has  retired  peaceably  from 
the  chair  of  state.  Kurbide  was  Emperor;  but  what  was 
his  fate?  His  glory  ended  in  banishment;  which  having 
broken,  he  was  seized  and  publicly  executed.  Victoria 
was  President^  his  career  also  ended  in  banishment.  His 
successor  was  deposed  by  a  military  force,  and  Guerrero 
was  placed  in  power.  And  bow  did  be  prosper?  Be- 
ing self-deposed,  he  was  put  to  death.  Then  came 
Bustamente.  And  hnd  he  peace?  No;  he  was  deposed 
by  Santa  Anna.  Santa  Anna  waa  put  down  by  the  fed- 
eral party;  but,  afterwards  triumphing  over  his  enemies, 
he  overturned  the  constittitiony  and  established  a  mili- 
tary despotism.  This  was  soon  followed  by  a  rebellion 
in  Zacatecas,  a  revolution  in  Texas,  and  commotions  in 
Tampico  and  both  the  Califbroias.  And,  after  all  this, 
we  are  told  that  Texas  is  threatened  by  the  Mexican 
Government!  It  is  the  threat  of  a  child  against  a  giant. 
Mexico  is  not  able  to  recover  her  dominion;  if  she  had 
been,  she  would  before  now  have  attempted  the  libera- 
tion of  her  captpred  President.  When  the  news  of  his 
capture  was  received,  Mexico  issued  a  proclamation, 
from  the  lang^sge  of  which  a  stranger  would  conclude 
that  she  had  one  hundred  thousand  troops  at  her  dispo- 
sal. But  what  has  she  done?  She  has  raised  a  petty, 
contemptihles.  half-clad  collection  of  vagabonds,  .under 
Bravo,  and  sent  them  to  Saltillo.  They  were  always  on 
the  point  of  dissolution.  Two  thousand  out  of  the  three 
thousand  which  set  out  reluctantly  on  the  expedition 
have  already  gone;  the  rest  are  without  money  or  clo- 
thing; snd  Bravo  has  resigned  in  disgust.  If,  then,  the 
true  question  of  the  fact  of  Texian  independence  was  sus- 
pended on  the  success  of  this  invasion  of  Bravo's,  is  it  not 
settled?  Has  not  the  threatened  invasion  failed?  Where 
is  the  difference  whether  the  expedition  has  been  dis- 
comfited without  the  limits  of  the  Texian  territory  or 
within  them?  What  matters  it  whether  the  invading  ar- 
my has  been  defeated  by  capture,  by  victory,  or  by  in- 
ability to  march?  Let  every  Senator  lay  his  hand  upon 
his  heart  and  say  whether  he  does  in  truth  believe  that 
Mexico  is  able  successfully  to  invade  the  Texian  repub- 
lic. If  not,  will  you  hesitate  in  spreading  the  truth  upon 
the  records  of  the  Senate? 

But  it  has  been  intimated  that  we  ought,  in  prudence, 
to  wait  till  some  foreign  Power  shall  have  gone  before 
us,  and  shown  us  the  way.  It  is  a  sufiicient  answer  to 
refer  the  Senate  to  the  words  of  their  own  resolution. 
What!  sluill  an  American  Senate,  shall  an  American 
Congress,  wait  and  ask  if  any  foreign  Power  has  ac- 
knowledged the  independence  of  the  new  State  upon 
her  border?  it  is  a  cjuestion  of  natioual  sovereignty, 
and  we  cannot  dodge  it  without  oationUl  dishonor. 
Woirid  Eagland  or  ifrance,  in  a  like  case,  wait  to  ask 
us'  Would  they  wait  our  movements?  Would  they  not 
feel  the nnse Ives  disgraced  by  the  mention  of  such  a 
thing?  What!  leave  the  dcrcision  whether  they  shall  or 
shall  not  recognise  a  rising  State  in  Europe  to  the  decis- 
ions of  an  American  Congress?  C»n  we,  then,  be  so  lost 
to  honor  as, to  pursue  a  course  which  they  would  de- 


spise? Do  we  want  their  authority,  the  shield  of  their 
precedence,  before  we  dare  to  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendence of  a  new  State  in  our  own  America—upon 
this  our  own  continent — a  State  upon  our  borders — a 
State  filled  with  our  own  citizens?  No.  This  is  purely  an 
American  question.  And  shall  we  refer  it  to  the  poten- 
tates of  Europe^  I  cannot  but  say  tha%  as  an  American 
Senator,  I  feel  myself  somewhat  degraded  by  the  mere 
suggestion.  Are  we  to  ask  of  the  Powers  of  Europe 
how  we  are  to  conduct  our  foreign  relations?  Why,  any 
more  than  our  domestic?  Recognition  is  the  mere  ad- 
mission of  a  fact,  and  one  which  we  must  decide  upon 
our  own  judgment,  and  not  that  of  any  European  mon- 
arch. 

But  we  are  told  in  the  public  prints  that  a  vote  has 
been  taken  in  Texas  on  the  question  of  annexing  that 
State  to  these  United  States.  I  am  not  to  be  driven 
into  that  matter  now*  It  is  a  totally  distinct  question. 
The  two  must  not  be  mixed  up;  they  are  wholly  separ 
rate.  The  one  does  not  follow  from  the  other;  and  yuu 
have  no  right  to  connect  them  together.  They  are  not 
connected  either  in  fact  or  in  law.  Shall  this  Senate 
adopt  the  principle,  that  though  there  may,  in  fact,  be 
an  independent  Government  in  Texas,  we  must  refuse  to 
recognise  it,  because  the  people  who  conquered  TexM 
are  in  fact  Americans,  the  descends nts  of  a  glorious  an- 
cestry—our  own  children— who  have  carried  our  language, 
our  laws,  our  free  institutions,  and  our  pure  religion,  into 
that  fertile  soil?  Ai%  we  prepared  to  give  this  as  a  rea- 
son to  the  civilized  world:  that  we  cannot  recognise 
them  because  they  love  their  native  soil,  because  they^ 
had  \e(i  it  and  gone  into  another  State,  under  a  solemn 
guarantee  that  they  should  still  live  under  a  free  Govern- 
ment? Because  in  this  hope  they  have  resisted  oppres- 
sion and  expelled  all  invaderii?  Because,  when  they  have 
established  their  independence,  they  are  unambitious? 
Because  tliey  are  ready  to  lay  all  their  laurels  at  tlie  feet 
of  the  mother  republic?  Is  this  the  ground  we  are  ready 
to  take  and  to  avow?  Because  they  love  their  mother, 
shall  we  hate  them?  No.  We  must  have  better  grounds 
than  this  to  show.  If  they  had  sought  to  repose  upon  the 
mighty  arm  of  England,  and  had  offered  her  a  treaty  of 
free  trade;  if  she  had  sought  to  become  a  Southern 
Canada,  then  I  suppose  we  should  hasten  to  acknowledge 
her;  but  because  she  has  sought  another  connexion,  be- 
cause she  is  ambitious  that  the  banner  of  this  Union  shall 
float  over  her,  and  seeks  to  have  a  share  in  the  blessings 
of  our  laws  and  our  institutions,  shall  we  on  this  ac- 
count refuse  to  do  her  justice?  Yet  I  have  heard  no 
other  ground  taken,  no  better  argument  advanced. 

Were  it  in  order,  I  would  refer  to  another  resolution, 
adopted  by  a  different  body,  and  which  leaves  the  ques- 
tion A  the  President  of  the  United  States.  I  ask  the 
Senate,  will  they  now  avoid  the  question,  and>emain  si- 
lent? I  have  the  highest  confidence  in  the  President 
elect,  as  well  as  in  him  who  still  fills  the  presidential 
chair,  and  have  no  doubt  that  right  will  be  done;  but 
still  it  becomes  us  to  express  our  opinion,  as  a  brancii  of 
this  Government.  We  might  as  well  turn  over  to  the 
President  our  domestic  relations  as  to  leave  him  the  sole 
judge  of  all  that  belongs  to  our  foreign.  The  resolu- 
tions passed  by  both  Houses  assume  that  Congress  should 
take  the  responsibility  of  this  matter  upon  itself.  And 
shall  we  now  skulk  from  it?  shall  we  trust  a  question 
which  belongs  to  us  to  the  decision  of  the  President? 
Does  not  the  President  himself  say,  in  his  message,  that 
it  is  inexpedient  that  the  Executive  alone  stiould  act  in  a 
matter  of  this  character?  Does  he  not  declare  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  judge  of  it'  We  have  the  facts 
of  the  case  before  us.  [Here  Mr.  W.  went  into  a  recapit- 
ulation of  the  chief  points  he  had  made.]  With  all  these 
things  before  us,  we  are  called  to  vote  down  the'res<jlu- 
tion,  and  thereby  to  say  that  these  are  not  facts.   Can  any 
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gentleman  consent  to  do  so?  Will  any  m«n  lay  his  hand 
upon  his  heart  and  say  that  Mexico  still  retains  and  ex- 
ercises sovereign  power  over  the  province  of  Texas?  I 
cannot  bring  myself  to  believe  that  such  will  be  the  de- 
cision of  the  Senate.  No;  with  all  those  feelings  which 
are  natural  to  honorable  men,  to  American  freemen,  I 
trust  we  shall  come  up  to  the  mark,  and  declare  what 
we  know  to  be  the  fact,  that  Texas  is  an  independent 
and  sovereign  State. 

Ilf  SeITATE,  FXBRUIRT  23« 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  TAIUFF. 
Mr.  BENTON  made  a  low  reply  to  Mr.  Datis,  in 
which  he  was  in  part  understood  to  say  that  the  boun- 
ties on  the  fisheries  were  a  reimbursement  of  so  much 
money  as  was  paid  by  the  fishermen  as  a  duty  on  salt. 
Mr.  B.  had  information  on  this  subject  as  well  as  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts;  and  no  American  citizen,  at 
all  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  the  country  and  the  his- 
tory of  France  and  England,  was  ignorant  of  the  value 
of  the  fibheries.  Yet,  Mr.  B.  had  authority  in  his  hands 
to  say  that,  from  the  foundation  of  the  Government,  the 
encouragement  here  to  the  fisheries  was  smaller  than  in 
Great  Britain.  At  an  early  stage  of  the  Government 
here  reports  were  made  in  Congress  for  and  against  the 
bounty  on  the  fisheries,  and  the  allowance  was  revoked 
by  Government.  At  that  time  the  first  allowance  was 
made  on  fish  cured  and  exported;  and  in  the  very  same 
clause  of  the  same  act  the  same  bounty  was  granted  on 
^exported  beef  and  pork,  all  resting  on  the  same  princi- 
ple of  refunding  the  duty  on  the  salt  used  in  curing  these 
three  articles.  In  1789,  when  the  duty  on  salt  was  six 
cents,  and  afterwards  when  it  was  increased  to  twelve 
and  a  half,  the  drawbacks  on  salt  were  increased  in  the 
same  proportion.  Laws  to  the  same  effect  were  after- 
wards passed,  so  that  fish,  beef,  and  pork,  kept  company 
in  this  respect,  till,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  the 
salt  tax  was  retained  as  a  war  tax,  the  fish  bounty  wis 
continued,  while  the  drawbacks  on  beef  and  pork  were 
discontinued.  F'or  this  gentlemen  give  a  satisfactory  rea- 
son: that  it  was  not  possible  to  export  beef  and  pork  du- 
ring the  war.  But,  when  the  war  was  ended,  and  the  com- 
promise to  take  the  tax  off  salt  was  disregarded  on  ac- 
count of  the  public  debt,  the  fish  bounty  was  still  con- 
tinued, while  beef  and  pork  were  dropped.  The  classes 
were  sepaiated,  and  they  made  fish  of  one  and  fiesh  of 
the  other.  The  fisheries  draw  about  $250,000  per  an- 
num from  the  public  Treasury,  while  the  constitution 
requires  that  taxes  should  be  laid  equally;  and  what  is 
got  by  taxes  on  one  part  of  the  Union  is  thus  bestowed 
on  another.  But  let  it  be;  Mr.  B.  would  not  opoose  it. 
Still,  he  would  appeal  to  the  friends  of  the  fislreries  to 
say  whether  this  was  not  an  immense  money-making 
business.  They  ought  at  least  to  relieve  the  West  of 
the  burden;  and  while  they  got  a  bounty  of  $250,000, 
they  ought  to  allow  the  salt  tax  to  be  taken  off.  Mr.  B. 
here  read  an  extract  from  a  former  speech  of  his,  against 
'the  fish  bounty.  These  remarks,  he  said,  were  made 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts tliat  the  salt  duties  rest  on  one  leg  only.  The  fish- 
eries draw  back  their  sliare  of  the  tax,  but  the  West  did 
not.  Mr.  B.  also  alluded  to  extensive  frauds  on  these 
drawback?,  said  to  be  discovered  by  Mr.  Ingham. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  he  knew  the  subject  of  the  fish  boun- 
ty would  interweave  with  the' duty  on  salt.  Mr.  Ing- 
ram, he  said,  was  hostile  to  the  bounty  on  the  fisheries, 
and  he  therefore  found  it  very  easy  to  make  out  supposed 
frauds,  which  might  be  correct  or  incorrect.  But  Mr. 
D.  wished  that  frauds  might  not  be  stamped  on  the  fish- 
eries without  the  proper  and  adequate  proof.  He 
tliought  the  Senatt  r  from  Missouri  had  made  his  remarks 
because  he  foresaw  that  the  fish  bounty  would  interweave 


with  the  salt  tax;  but,  when  the  proper  opportunity 
should  come,  Mr.  D.  would  show  that  the  fisheriei  stand 
upon  two  legs. 

In  Skitate,  Febhuart  24. 
REDUCTION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  PRESTON  observed  that  what  he  bad  meant  to 
say  when  last  up  was,  that  the  tariff  question,  so  far  as 
party  was  concerned,  was  an  open  question,  on  which 
each  individual  might  hold  and  advocate  his  own  opin- 
ion, without  derogation  to  his  standing  with  bis  own 
party;  and  that,  therefore,  assurances  as  to  the  senti- 
ments of  the  President  elect  ought  not  to  have  that 
weight  with  the  Senate  to  which  they  would  otherwise 
be  entitled.  He  had  aaid  that  the  Selialor  from  Penn- 
sylvania was  a  high  tariff  man,  and  his  State  a  high  tariff 
State.  In  making  this  remark  In  regard  to  the  honora- 
ble gentleman,  Mr.  P.  had  had  reference  to  his  course 
in  former  years.  The  grounds  on  which  that  gentleman 
had  advocated  the  retaining  of  the  duty  on  coal  were  dis- 
tinctly tariff  grounds;  and  when  a  man  advanced  argu- 
ments of  this  description,  for  a  protection  duty  on  such  an 
article  as  coal,  Mr.  P .  was  in  the  habit  of  calling  him  a  tariff 
man.  He  would  not,  however,  call  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  a  tariff  man,  if  that  gentleman  was  indis- 
posed to  be  so  denominated.  Mr.  P.  should  certainly 
consider  him  as  a  very  great  and  valuable  acquiailion  to 
the  a  nti- tariff  cause. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  observed,  in  reply,  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  was  at  full  liberty  to  call  him  a 
tariff  man;  for  such  he  proposed  to  be.  As  to  the  pres- 
ent duty  on  coal,  it  was  not  extravagant,  amounting,  as 
it  did,  to  les9  than  five  cents  a  bushel,  or  one  dollar  per 
ton.  Mr.  B.  had  said,  and  he  still  maintained,  that,  on 
all  the  principles  of  the  protection  policy,  foreign  coal 
should  pay  a  duty  for  the  protection  of  the  home  article. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  himself  was  in  fa- 
vor of  the  compromise  bill,  and  would  vote  for  this  duty 
though  he  spoke  against  it.  Mr.  B.  contended  that  tire 
repeal  of  this  duty  would  violate  the  compromise,  while 
it  would  go  to  destroy  a  branch  of  business  in  whtcti 
there  had  been  invested,  within  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia alone,  a  capital  of  more  than  forty  millions  of  dollars. 
Yet  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  employed  the 
weight  of  his  powerful  name  for  persuading  others  to 
vote  for  this  measure,  and  thus  to  violate  the  compromise 
of  1833;  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  professed,  for  him- 
self and  his  State,  and  the  whole  South,  to  be  bound  to 
observe  it.  The  country  was  now  resting  on  that  com- 
promise; and  the  «  high  tariff  State,*'  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman alluded,  had  never  uttered  a  murmur  against  it . 
Mr.  B.  had  trusted  that  her  reputation  might  have  es- 
caped such  commentaries.  Pennsylvania  loved  to  do  to 
others  as  she  would  have  others  to  do  to  her.  Mr.  B. 
put  it  to  the  gentleman,  whether,  had  he  risen  in  his 
place,  and  solemnly  declared  that  that  gentleman  was 
**  permitted"  to  argue  against  the  compromise  while  he 
voted  in  its  favor,  whether  the  honorable  Senator  would 
have  considered  him  quite  as  courteous  as  he  ought  to 
be.  Would  not  such  a  remark  have  implied  that  the 
gentleman  was  under  an  irresistible  authority,  which 
governed  and  controlled  all  his  public  actions;  but  thal^ 
on  this  particular  point,  that  authority  bad  relaxed  the 
leading  strings,  and  allowed  him  to  play  the  freeman? 

Mr.  PRESTON  regretted  that  the  honorable  Senator 
did  not  still  appear  quite  to  comprehend  what  had  been 
the  scope  and  meaning  of  his  remarks.  l*he  word 
**  permii"  had  been  used  by  him  In  its  technical  mean- 
ing, as  applied  exclusively  to  party  politics.  It  had  been 
contended,  that  to  support  the  present  administration 
would  be  the  means  to  secure  the  ascendency  of  the 
anti-tariff  policy.  This  poaition  Mr.  P.  did  not  a^mit;  and. 
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toprore  that  it  wm  omoundy  bad  adverted  to  the  fact  that 
the  tariiF  was  an  open  question  with  the  party,  on  Which 
members  of  the  psrty  might  differ  and  oppose  each 
other,  without  forfeiting  or  disturbing  their  party  rela- 
tions} just  as  in  Eng^land  the  Catholic  Question  was  held 
to  be  an  open  question,  on  which  members  of  the  same 
political  pftrty  advocated  opposite  opinions.  There  were 
ever3r  day  political  questions  on  which  gentlemen  must 
.vote  in  one  particular  way,  or  not  be  recognised  as  mem- 
ber^ of  the  same  party « while. there  were  other  questions 
on  which  they  were  free  to  vote  differenlly,  and  still  be 
held  as  good  members  of  their  own  party.  The  party 
arrangements  **  permitted"  them  so  to  vote.  It  was  in 
this  parliamentary  and  technical  sen«e  alone  that  Mr. 
P.  had  made  use  of  the  word.  K»  to  the  compromise 
-of  1833,  the  end  and  purpose  of  it  was  a  reduction  of 
duties.  For  this  the  whole  South  went  as  one  man.  The 
t>nly  cjuestion  was  whether,  according  to  that  act,  the 
reduction  went  on  fast  enough.  The  set  proposed  to 
continue  all  duties  above  twenty  per  cent,  until  the  year 
1842)  after  which  time  there  was  to  be  a  rapid  deduc- 
tion. As  there  seemed  to  be  an  acquiescence,  on  the 
part  of  the  South,  in  this  arrangement,  Mr.  P.  supposed 
that  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  depart  from  it.  He  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  faith  of  the  South  was 
pledged.  They  bad  shaken  hands  with  their  Northern 
brethren  over  this  bargain;  and  he  was  not  for  going  to 
war  against  it.  Mr.  P.  preferred  the  mode  of  reduction 
provided  by  the  act  of  1833  to  the  mode  proposed  by 
the  bill  now  before  the  Senate.  He  was  In  favor  of  all 
reduction;  but  be  preferred  the  compromise,  becsuse 
he  believed  that  it  would  reduce  the  tariff*  more  certain- 
ly. Holding  himself  bound  to  adhere  to  that  arrange- 
ment, he  could  not,  of  course,  vote  for  the  present 
amendmeni,  which  would  otherwise  receive  his  decided 
support  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  had  said  that 
the  present  duty  on  foreign  coal  was  not  enormous. 
The  duty  amounted  to  between  forty-five  and  finy  per 
cent.)  and  it  struck  Mr.  P.  that  thia  was  enormous. 

HOUSI  OF  RspBBSXIITATtTBS,  FsBmUAKT  24. 

DISTRIBUTION  QUBSTION. 
[The  beginning  of  this  speech  is  inserted  on  pages 
1926  and   1927$  the  concluding  part  having  been  ac« 
cidentally  omitted,  the  speech  is  given  in  full  here.] 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the 
attention  of  members  to  a  few  facts  connected  with  the 
subject  under  consideration,  and  with  the  subject  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  expenditures  of  the  Government  gen- 
erally, which  he  thought  were  either  unknown  to  many 
honorable  members,  or,  if  known,  had  not  received  that 
attention  which,  from  their  extraordinary  nature,  they 
were  entitled  to  receive  from  the  representatives  of  the 
people  and  the  guardians  of  the  public  interest. 

The  fact  that  the  permanent  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment had  been  doubled  in  amount  within  a  few  years 
past  had  been  noticed  heretofore.  I  wish  (said  Mr.  B.) 
to  bring  to  the  notice  of  honorable  gentlemen  another 
most  improper  and  unprecedented  anomaly  in  the  action 
of  Congress  upon  the  subject  of  the  sppropriation  and 
expenditure  of  the  public  moneys.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  have  given  their  sanction  to  appropri- 
ations for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  amounting  to 
upwards  of  thirty  millions,  if^  I  have  not  made  some  mis- 
take in  the  estimate  of  this  amount.  Besides  these, 
there  are  other  bills,  reported  by  the  standing  committees 
of  the  House,  which  will  swell  them  to  about  thirty-five 
millions — ^an  amount  but  little  short  of  the  appropriations 
to  the  same  objects  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 
Do  the  members  of  this  House  know  what  proportion  of 
the  appropriations  of  the  last  year  remains  unexpended f 
I'he  honorable  cbairoMn  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 


Means  has  toUL  us  that  ttie  present  bill  appropriates 
about. nine  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  fortifications; 
and  that  he  contends  ought  to  be  noted,  because  it  does 
not  exceed  the  usual  amount  annually  appropriated  to 
the  same  objects.  Sir,  it  is  true  that  this  does  not  ex-  • 
ceed  the  amount  usually  appropriated;  but  the  honor- 
able gentleman  baa  omitted  to  inform  us  that  there  was, 
on  the  1st  of  January,  a  balance  of  upwards  of  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  remaining  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
appropriations  of  the  last  year  to  the  same  objects,  be- 
sides  between  two  and  three  hundred  thousand  in  tbe 
hands  of  the  disbursing  officers  yet  unexpended.  He 
has  neglected  to  inform  us  that,  in  fact,  about  nine 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  Ust  year's  appropriations 
to  fbrtificationa  remain  to  be  expended  during  the  present 
year;  for  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  work  upon  the 
fortilicationa  has  not  been  persisted  in  to  any  great  ex- 
tent during  the  winter.  Thus,  sir,  instead  of  the  amount 
proposed  to  be  applied  to  this  branch  ojf  the  public  ser- 
vice^ during  the  present  year,  we  propose  to  apply 
double  that  amount  Is  there  any  thing  in  the  present 
high  prices  of  labor  and  materials,  any  thing  in  the  great 
demand  for  laborers  of  all  kinds,  or  is  there  any  thing  in 
the  preaent  prospect  of  peace  with  all  nations,  which 
calls  for  this  unusual  amount  to  be  apolied  to  fortifica- 
tions? Are  we  not  pushing  these  works  too  rapidly  to 
admit  of  solid  constructions ?  But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  I 
do  not  attach  much  importance  to  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject. Not  only  double,  but  treble  and  quadruple  the 
amount  of  these  appropriations  can  be  expended  by  tbe 
Government,  if  it  is  found  necessary  in  order  tp  increase 
appropriations — if  we  shall,  by  our  imprudent  compli- 
ance with  the  demand  of  the  Executive,  encourage 
a  race  between  appropriations  and  disbursements — if 
the  appropriations  are  to  be  increased  according  to  the 
ability  of  the  Government  to  expend,  or  rather  waste,  as 
much  as  this  House  shall,  from  year  to  year,  be  found 
willing  to  appropriate.  I  repeat,  if  this  shall  be  the 
measure  of  our  appropriations,  we  need  not  care  how 
large  the^  are,  they  will  all  be  expended. 

But  it  IS  a  practice  exactly  the  opposite  of  this  which 
I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  members  of  this 
House.  It  appears,  from  tbe  executive  reports  which 
have  been  Uid  on  our  tables,  that  there  were  in  the  Treas- 
ury unexpended  balances  of  the  appropriations  of  the 
year  1836,  on  the  first  day  of  the  present  year,  of  nearly 
|l4,000,000,  besides  the  large  amount  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  in  advance  of  the  actual  demands  of  the  public 
service,  and  now  in  the  hands  of  the  disbursing  omcers. 
The  official  organ  of  the"  Government  (the  Globe)  has 
informed  us  that  the  amount  thus  withdrawn  from  the 
Treasury  by  requisitions,  and  reqjaining  in  the  handa  of 
the  disbursing  agents  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  is 
six  millions.  I  have  but  little  doubt,  if  the  whole  truth 
were  known,  that  the  amount  thus  withdrawn  from  the 
Treasury  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  nearer  twelve  mil- 
lions; but,  tsking  the  statement  of  the  Globe  to  be  true, 
it  shows,  on  the  first  day  of  the  yesr,  there  were 
$20,000,000  remaining  unexpended  of  the  appropria- 
tions of  the  year  1836.  It  is  thus  manifest  that  we  are  a 
year  in  advance  of  the  actual  demands  of  the  public  ser- 
vice in  our  appropriations.  1  call  upon  tbe  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cambrelbho,]  who  is  at  the  head 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean?,  to  explain  and 
justify  this  extraordinary  practice.  How  is  it  that  we 
are  called  upon  to  make  increased  appropriations  for  the 
present  year,  when  twenty  millions  or  upwards  remain 
unexpended  of  the  last  year's  appropriations?  This 
state  of  things  certainly  demands  an  explanation.  The 
average  balances  in  the  Treasury,  until  within  the  last 
two  years,  have  never  exceeded  five  millions;  I  believe 
I  might  say  four.  Whence  is  it  that  we  have  this  sum 
quadrupled?    Let  it  not  be  said  that  the  appropriations 
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fbp  the  hit  year  were  not  mtde  until  btif  the  yetr  btd 
elapsed  I  end  that  thtt  is  a  Bufficient  explanation.  The 
■mottnt  in  the  Trearary  unexpended  on  the  fint  day  of 
the  year  1636  wat,  if  I  do  not  forget,  more  than  double 
the  usual  average^  and  when  we  were  voting  the  appre- 
priations  of  the  last  year,  the  House  was  repeatedly  k- 
minded  that  the  year  was  so  fhr  adranoed  that  it  waa  net 
poBsibhe  to  expend  the  hrge  sums  which  were  demand- 
ed by  the  GoTernment;  yet,  sir,  they  were  voted.  The 
true  explanation  is,  that  we  then  bad  a  large  surplus  in 
the  Treasury.  We  anticipated  a  still  greater  one,  and 
the  majority  of  Congress  were  determined  to  keep  pace 
with  the  increased  revenue  by  increased  appropriations. 
If  the  surplus  could  not  thus  be  actually  exhausted,  it 
was  intended  that  it  should  be  so  apparently.  The  same 
pelfcy  directs  the  same  course  at  the  present  session. 
Whether  the  land  bill  shall  pass  or  not,  it  is  now  certain 
thafwe  shall  have  a  considerable  surplus  in  the  Treasury 
at  the  end  of  the  y€».  Under  any  probable  contingen- 
cy, it  cannot  be  less  than  ten  miltionsi  it  will  probably  be 
much  larger.  To  diminish  the  amount  of  surplua  at  the 
.beginning  of  the  present  year,  the  device  of  withdrawing 
large  amounts  from  the  Treasury,  and  placing  them  in 
the  hands  of  disbursing  agents,  was  Allien  upon.  This 
practice,  however  unsafe,  will  be  continued;  and,  la* 


stead  of  six  milliona  nt  the  end  of  the  present  year,  we 
may  have  twenty  milliona  so  disposed  of,  if  thcM  shaH 
be  no  interest  created  to  oounieract  it.  Again,  air: 
some  reoMdy  ia  imperiously  demanded,  by  the  most  an- 
a«d  and  vital  considerations,  against  the  perpetual 
temptation  wtiich,  under  the  preaenC  atate  of  things,  is 
beM  out  to  increased,  unnecessary,  and  prodigal  expend- 
itmres  by  the  Federal  Gevemment.  I  can  think  of  none 
better  at  present  than  the  one  which  I  now  propoee, 
and  will  send  to  the  Chair.  I  do  not  Intend  to  enter  in- 
to an  elaborate  argument  upon  the  proposUionl  shall 
submit.  It  is  too  late  in  the  session  for  such  a  course. 
Besides^  I  consider  the  argument  ia  already  heion  the 
House  and  country,  and  I  entreat  gentlemen  who  are  &- 
vorable  to  the  measure  to  forbear  discussion. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  asovrog  to  amend  the  bill  by  ad- 
ding thereto  the  following: 

Be  U  madedf  That  the  money  which  ahalt  be  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  Statea  on  the  lat  day  of  January, 
1838,  reserving  a  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  ahatt  be 
deposited  with  the  aeveral  States^  on  the  terms  of  the 
13tb»  14th,  and  15lh  provisoea  of  the  act  reguUting  the 
deposites  of  the  public  money*  approved  the  33d  of 
June,  1836. 
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MESSAGE 

OP  THE  PRESIDENT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

TO  BOTH  HOUSES  OP  CONGRESS, 

At  the  commencement  qfthe  Second  Session  qfthe  Twenty- 
fourth  Congress. 

Fel/ow-citizeru  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  lUpresentatirea.' 

Addressing  to  you  the  last  annual  message  I  shall  ever 
present  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  SUtes,  it  is  a 
source  of  the  most  heartfelt  satisfaction  to  be  able  to 
congratulate  you  on  the  high  state  of  prosperity  which 
our  beloved  country  has  atUined.  With  no  causes  at 
^ome  or  abroad  to  lessen  the  confidence  with  which  we 
look  to  the  future  for  continuing  proofs  of  the  capacity 
of  our  free  institutions  to  produce  all  the  fruits  of  good 
government,  the  general  condition  of  our  affairs  may 
well  excite  our  national  pride. 

I*cannot  avoid  cong^tulating  you,  and  mv  country 
particularly,  on  the  success  of  the  efforts  made  during 
my  administration  by  the  Executive  and  Legislature,  in 
conformity  with  the  sincere,  constant,  and  earnest  desire 
of  the  people,  to  maintain  peace,  and  establish  cordial 
reliitions  with  all  foreign  Powers.  Our  gratitude  is  due ' 
to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  and  I  invite  you 
to  unite  with  me  in  offering  to  him  fervent  supplication, 
that  his  providential  care  may  ever  be  extended  to  those 
who  follow  us,  enabling  them  to  avoid  the  dangers  and 
the  horrors  of  war,  consistently  with  a  just  and  indis- 
pensable regard  to  the  rights  and  honor  of  our  country. 
But,  although  (he  present  state  of  our  foreign  affairs, 
standing  without  important  change  as  they  did  when 
you  separated  in  July  last,  is  flattering  in  the  extreme, 
I  regret  to  say  that  many  questions  of  an  interesting 
character,  at  issue  with  other  Powers,  are  yet  unadjusted. 
Amongst  the  most  prominent  of  these  is  that  of  our 
northeastern  boundary.  With  an  undiminished  confi- 
dence in  the  sincere  desire  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
Government  to  adjust  that  question,  I  am  not  yet  in  pos- 
session of  the  precise  grounds  upon  which  it  proposes  a 
satisfactory  adjustment. 

With  France,  our  diplomatic  relations  have  been  re- 
sumed, and  under  circumstances  which  attest  the  dispo- 
sition of  both  Governments  to  preserve  a  mutually  be- 
neficial intercourse,  and  foster  those  amicable  feelings 
which  are  so  strongly  required  by  the  true  interest  of  the 
two  countries.  With  Russia,  Austria,  Prussia,  Naples, 
Sweden,  and  Denmark,  the  best  understanding  exists, 
and  our  commercial  intercourse  is  gradually  expanding 
itself  with  them.  It  is  encouraged  in  all  these  countries, 
except  Naples,  by  their  mutually  advantageous  and 
liberal  treaty  stipulations  with  us. 

The  claims  of^our  citizens  on  Portugal  are  admitted  to 
be  just,  but  provision  for  the  payment  of  them  has  been 
unfortunately  delayed  by  frequent  political  changes  in 
that  kingdom. 
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The  blessings  of  peace  have  not  been  secured  by 
Spain.  Our  connexions  with  that  country  are  on  the 
best  footing,  with  the  exception  of  the  burdens  still  im- 
posed upon  our  commerce  with  her  possessions  out  of 
Europe. 

The  claims  of  American  citizens  for  losses  sustained  at 
the  bombardment  of  Antwerp,  have  been  presented  to 
the  Governments  of  Holland  and  Belgium,  and  will  be 
pressed,  in  due  season,  to  settlement. 

With  Brazil,  and  all  our  neighbors  of  this  continent,  we 
continue  to  maintain  relations  of  amity  and'  concord,  ex- 
tending our  commerce  with  them  as  far  as  the  resources  of 
the  people  and  the  policy  of  theirGovernments  will  permit. 
The  just  and  long-standing  claims  of  our  citizens  upon 
some  of  them  are  yet  sources  of  dissatisfaction  and  com- 
plaint. No  danger  is  apprehended,  however,  that  they 
will  not  be  peacefully,  although  tardily,  acknowledged 
and  paid  by  all,  unless  the  irritating  effect  of  her  strug^ 
gle  with  Texas  should  ifnfortunately  make  our  immediate 
neighbor,  Mexico,  an  exception. 

It  is  already  known  to  you,  by  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  twoGovernments  communicated  at  your  last  ses- 
sion,,that  our  conduct  in  relation  to  that  struggle  is  regu- 
lated by  the  same  principles  that  governed  us  in  the  dis- 
pute between  Spain  and  Mexico  herself;  andl  trust  that  it 
will  befound,on  the  most  severe  scrutiny, tliat  our  actshave 
strictly  corresponded  with  our  professions.  That  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  United  States  should  feel  strong  preposses- 
sions for  the  one  party,  is  not  surprising.  But  this  circum- 
stance should,  or  itself,  teach  us  great  caution,  lest  it  lead 
us  into  the  great  error  of  suffering  public  policy  to  be  re- 
g^ulated  by  partiality  or  prejudice;  and  there  are  con- 
siderations connected  with  the  possible  result  of  this  con- 
test between  the  two  parties  of  so  much  delicacy  and  im- 
portance to  the  United  States,  that  our  character  re- 
quires that  we  should  neither  anticipate  events,  nor  at- 
tempt to  control  Ihem.  The  known  desire  of  the  Tex- 
ans  to  become  a  part  of  our  system,  altliough  its  gratifi- 
cation depends  upon  the  reconcilement  of  various  and 
conflicting  interests,  necessarily  a  work  of  time,  and  un- 
certain in  itself,  is  calculated  to  expose  our  conduct  to 
misconstruction  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  There  are  al- 
ready those  who,  indifferent  to  principle  themselves,  and 
prone  to  suspect  the  want  of  it  in  others,  charge  us  with 
ambitious  designs  and  insidious  policy.  You  will  per- 
ceive by  the  accompanying  documents,  that  the  extraor- 
dinary mission  from  Mexico  has  been  terminated^  on  the 
sole  grounds  that  the  oSlig^tions  of  this  Government  to 
itselfand  to  Mexico,  under  treaty  stipulations,  have  com- 
pelled me  to  trust  a  discretionary  authority  to  a  high  offi- 
cer of  our  army,  to  advance  into  territory  claimed  as  part 
of  Texas,  if  necessary,  to  protect  our  own  or  the  neigh- 
,  boring  front'er  from  Indian  depredation.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  Mexican  functionary,  who  has  just  left  us,  the 
honor  of  his  country  will  be  wounded  by  American  sol- 
diers entering,  with  the  most  amicable  avowed  purposes. 
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upon  ground  from  which  the  followers  of  his  Govern- 
ment have  been  expelled,  and  over  which  there  is  at 
present  no  certainty  of  a  serious  effort  on  its  part  being 
made  to  re-establish  its  dominion.  The  departure  of 
this  minister  was  the  more  singular,  as  he  was  apprized 
that  the  sufficiency  of  the  causes  assigned  for  the  advance 
of  our  troops  by  the  commanding  general  had  been  seri- 
ously doubted  by  me,  and  that  there  was  every  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  their  com- 
mander having  had  time  to  ascertain  the  truth  or  false- 
hood of  the  information  upon  which  they  had  been  march- 
ed to  Nacogdoches,  would  be  either  there  in  perfect  ac- 
cordance with  the  principles  admitted  to  bejustinhis 
conference  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  the  Mexican 
minister  himself,  or  were  already  withdrawn  in  conse- 
quence of  the  impressive  warnings  their  commanding  offi- 
cer had  receivea  from  the  Department  of  War.  It  is 
hoped  and  believed  that  his  Government  will  take  a  more 
dispassionate  and  just  view  of  this  subject,  and  not  be 
disposed  to  construe  a  measure  of  justifiable  precaution, 
made  necessary  by  its  known  inability  in  execution  of  the 
stipulations  of  our  treaty  to  act  upon  the  frontier,  into  an 
encroachment  upon  its  rights  or  stain  upon  its  honor. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  ancient  complaints  of  injustice, 
made  on  behalf  of  our  citizens  are  disregarded,  and  new 
causes  of  dissatisfaction  h^ve  arisen,  some  of  them  of  a 
character  requiring  prompt  remonstrance,  and  ample 
and  immediate  redress.  I  trust,  however,  by  tempering 
firmness  with  courtesy,  and  acting  with  great  forbear- 
ance upon  every  incident  that  has  occurred,  or  that  may 
happen,  to  do  and  to  obtain  justice,  and  thus  avoid  the 
necessity  of  again  bringing  this  subject  to  the  view  of 
Congress. 

It  is  my  duty  to  remind  you  that  no  provision  has  been 
made  to  execute  our  treaty  with  Mexico  for  tracing  the 
boundary  line  between  the  two  countries.  Whatever 
may  be  the  prospect  of  Mexico's  soon  being  able  to  ex- 
ecute the  treaty  on  its  part,  it  is  proper  that  we  should 
be,  in  anticipation,  prepared  at  all  times  to  perform  our 
obligations,  without  regard  to  the  probable  condition  of 
those  with  whom  we  have  contracted  them. 

The  result  of  the  confidential  inquiries  made  into  the 
condition  and  prospects  of  the  newly  declared  Texan 
Government,  will  be  communicated  to  you  in  the  course 
of  the  session. 

Commercial  treaties,  promising  great  advantages  to 
our  enterprising  merchants  and  navigators,  have  been 
formed  with  the  distant  Governments  of  Muscat  and 
Siam.  The  ratifications  have  been  exchanged,  but  have 
not  reached  the  Department  of  State.  Copies  of  the 
treaties  will  he  transmitted  to  you,  if  received  before,  or 
published,  if  arriving  after,  the  close  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

Nothing  has  occurred  to  interrupt  the  good  under- 
standing that  has  long  existed  with  the  Barbary  Powers, 
nor  to  check  the  good  will  which  is  gradually  growing 
up  in  our  intercourse  with  the  dominions  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  distinguished  chief  of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 
Information  has  been  received  at  the  Department  of 
State,  that  a  treaty  with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  has  just 
been  negotiated,  which,  I  hope,  will  be  received  in  time 
to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  previous  to  the  close  of  the 
session. 

You  will  perceive,  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  that  the  financial  means  of  the  country 
continue  to  keep  pace  with  its  improvement  in  all  other 
respects.  The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the 
present  year  will  amount  to  about  ^7,691,898;  those 
from  customs  being  estimated  at  #22,523,151;  those 
from  lands  at  about  ^4,000,000  <  and  the  residue  from 
miscellaneous  sources.  The  expenditures  for  all  objects 
during  the  year  are  estimated  not  to  exceed  $32,000,000, 
which  will  leave  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  for  public 


purposes,  on  the  1st  day  of  January  next,  of  about 
$41»723,959.  This  sum,  with  the  exception  of  five 
millions,  will  be  transferred  to  the  several  States,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  act  regulating  the 
deposites  of*  the  public  money. 

The  unexpended  balances  of  appropriation  on  the  Isl 
day  of  January  next,  are  estimated  at  $14,636,062,  ex- 
ceeding by  $9,636,062  the  amount  which  will  be  left  in 
the  deposite  banks,  subject  to  the  draft  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States,  after  the  contemplated  transfers  to 
the  several  States  are  made.  If,  therefore,  the  future 
receipts  should  not  be  sufficient  to  meet  these  outstand- 
ing and  future  appropriations,  there  may  be  soon  a  ne- 
cessity to  use  a  portion  of  the  funds  deposited  with  the 
SUtes. 

The  consequences  apprehended  when  the  deposite 
act  of  the  last  session  received  a  reluctant  approval,  have 
been  measurably  realized.  Though  an  act  n>erely  for 
the  deposite  of  the  surplus  moneys  of  the  United  States 
in  the  State  treasuries  for  safe-keeping,  until  they  may 
be  wanted  for  the  service  of  the  General  Government, 
it  has  been  extensively  spoken  of  as  an  act  to  give  the 
money  to  the  several  States,  and  they  have  been  advised 
to  use  it  as  a  gift,  without  regard  to  the  means  of  re- 
funding it  when  called  for.  Such  a  suggestion  has  doubt- 
less been  made  without  a  due  consideration  of  the  obli- 
gation of  the  deposite  act,  and  without  a  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  various  principles  and  interests  which  are  af- 
fected by  it.  It  is  manifest  that  the  law  itself  cannot 
sanction  such  a  suggestion,  and  that,  as  it  now  sUnda, 
the  States  have  no  more  authority  to  receive  and  use 
these  deposites,  without  intending  to  return  them,  than 
any  deposite  bank,  or  any  individual  temporarily  charged 
with- the  safe-keeping  or  application  of  the  public  money 
would  now  have  for  converting  the  same  to  their  private 
use,  without  the  consent  and  against  the  will  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. But  independently  of  the  violation  of  pub- 
lic faith  and  moral  obligation  which  are  involved  in  this 
suggestion,  when  examined  in  reference  to  the  terms  of 
the  present  deposite  act,  it  is  believed  that  the  consider- 
ations which  should  govern  the  future  legislation  of  . 
Congress  on  this  subject  will  be  equally  conclusive 
against  the  adoption  of  any  measure  recogn'ising  the 
principles  on  which  the  suggestion  has  been  made. 

Considering  the  intimate  connexion  of  the  subject 
with  the  financial  interests  of  the  country*  and  its  great 
importance  in  whatever  aspect  it  can  be  viewed,  I  have 
bestowed  upon  it  the  most  anxious  rejection,  and  feel 
it  to  be  my  duly  to  state  to  Congress  such  thoughts  m 
have  occurred  to  me,  to  aid  their  deliberation  in  treat- 
ing it  in  the  manner  best  calculated  to  conduce  to  llie 
common  good. 

The  experience  of  other  nations  admonished  us  to 
hasten  the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt;  but  it 
will  be  in  vain  that  we  have  cong^tulated  each  other 
upon  the  disappearance  of  this  evil,  if  we  do  not  guard 
against  the  equally  great  one  of  promoting  the  unneces- 
sary accumulation  of  public  revenue.  No  political  max- 
im is  better  established  than  that  which  tells  us  that  an 
improvident  expenditure  of  money  is  the  parent  of  pro- 
fiigsc^f  snd  that  no  people  can  hope  to  perpetuate  their 
liberties,  who  long  acquiesce  in  a  policy  which  taxes 
them  for  objects  not  necessary  to  the  legitimate  and  real 
wants  of  their  Government.  Flattering  as  is  the  condi- 
tion of  our  country  at  the  present  period,  because  of  its 
unexampled  advance  in  all  the  steps  of  social  and  politi- 
cal improvement,  it  cannot  be  disguised  that  there  ia  a 
lurking  danger  already  apparent  in  the  neglect  of  this 
wa/ning  truth,  and  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the 
representatives  of  the  people  should  be  employed  in 
devising  some  more  appropriate  remedy  than  now  exists, 
to  avert  it. 
Under  our  present  revenue  system,  there  is  every 
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probability  that  there  will  continue  to  be  a  surplus  be- 
yond the  wants  of  the  Government;  and  it  has  becom^e 
our  duty  to  decide  whether  such  a  result  be  consistent 
vith  the  true  objects  ol*  our  Government. 

Should  a  surplus  be  permitted  to  accumulate  be- 
yond the  appropriations,  it  must  be  retained  in  the 
Treasury  as  it  now  is,  or  distributed  among  the  people 
of  the  States. 

1*0  retain  it  in  the  Treasury,  unemployed  in  any  way, 
ia  impracticable.  It  is,  besides,  agahist  the  genius  of 
our  free  institutions  to  lock  up  in  vaults  the  treasure  of 
the  nation.  To  take  from  the  people  the  right  of  bear- 
ing arms,  and  put  their  weapons  of  defence  in  the  hands 
of  a  standing  army,  would  be  scarcely  more  dangerous 
to  their  liberties,  than  to  permit  the  Government  to  ac- 
cumulate immense  amounts  of  treasure  beyond  the  sup- 
plies necessary  to  its  legitimate  wants.  Such  a  treasure 
would  doubtless  be  employed  at  some  time,  as  it  has 
been  in  other  countries,  when  opportunity  tempted  am- 
bition. 

To  collect  it  merely  for  distribution  to  the  States, 
would  seem  to  be  highly  impolitic,  if  not  as  dangerous 
as  the  proposition  to  retain  it  in  the  Treasury.  The 
shortest  reflection  must  satisfy  every  one  that,  to  require 
the  people  to  pay  taxes  to  the  Government  merely  that 
they  may  be  paid  back  ag^in,  is  sporting  with  the  sub- 
fltantiul  interests  of  the  country,  and  no  system  which 
produces  such  a  result  can  be  expected  to  receive  the 
public  countenance.  Nothing  could  be  gained  by  it, 
even  if  each  individual  who  contributed  a  portion  of  the 
tax  could  receive  back  promptly  the  same  portion.  But, 
it  is  apparent,  that  no  system  of  the  kind  can  ever  be 
enforced,  which  will  not  absorb  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  money  to  be  distributed  in  salaries  and  commis- 
sions to  the  agents  employed  in  the  process,  and  in  the 
various  losses  and  depreciations  which  arise  from  other 
causes;  and  the  practical  effect  of  such  an  attempt  must 
ever  be  to  burden  the  people  with  taxes,  not  for  pur- 
poses beneficial  to  them,  but  to  swell  the  profits  of  de- 
posite  banks,  and  support  a  band  of  useless  public  offi- 
cers. 

A  distribution  to  the  people  is  impracticable  and  un- 
just in  other  respects.  It  would  be  taking  one  man's 
property,  and  giving  it  to  another.  Such  would  be  the 
unavoidable  result  of  a  rule  of  equality,  (and  none  other 
is  spoken  of,  or  would  be  likely  to  be  adopted,)  inas- 
much as  there  is  no  mode  by  which  the  amount  of  the 
individual  contributions  of  our  citizens  to  the  public 
revenue  can  be  ascertained.  We  know  that  they  con- 
tribute unequally;  and  a  rule,  therefore,  that  would  dis- 
tribute to  them  equatly,  would  be  liable  to  all  the  ob- 
jections which  apply  to  the  principle  of  an  equal  division 
of  property.  To  make  the  General  Government  the  in- 
strument of  carrying  this  odious  principle  into  effect, 
vould  be  at  once  to  destroy  the  means  of  its  usefulness 
and  change  the  character  designed  for  it  by  the  framers 
of  the  constitution. 

But  the  more  extended  and  injurious  consequences 
likely  to  result  from  a  policy  wiitch  would  collect  a  sur- 
plus revenue  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  it,  may  be 
forcibly  illustrated  by  an  examination  of  the  effects  al- 
ready produced  by  the  present  deposite  act.  This  act, 
although  certainly  designed  to  secure  the  safe-keeping 
of  the  public  revenue,  is  not  entirely  free  in  its  tenden- 
cies from  any  of  the  objections  which  apply  to  this  prin- 
ciple of  distribution.  The  Government  had,  without 
necessity,  received  from  the  people  a  large  surplus, 
which,  instead  of  being  employed  as'heretofore,  and  re- 
turned to  them  by  means  of  the  public  expenditure,  was 
deposited  with  sundry  banks.  The  banks  proceeded  to 
make  loans  upon  this  surplus,  and  thus  converted  it  into 
banking  capital;  and  in  this  manner  it  has  tended  to 
multiply  bank  charters,and  has  had  a  great  agency  in  pro- 


ducing a  spirit  of  wild  speculation.  The  possession  and 
use  of  the  property  out^f  which  this  surplus  was  created 
belonged  to  the  people^  but  the  Government  has  trans* 
ferred  its  possession  'to  incorporated  banks,  whose  in- 
terest and  effort  it  is  to  make  large  profits  out  of  its  use. 
This  process  need  only  be  stated  to  show  its  injustice 
and  bad  policy. 

And  the  same  observations  apply  to.  the  influence 
which  is  produced  by  the  steps  necessary  to  collect  as 
well  as  to  distribute  such  a  revenue.  About  three- 
fiAhs  of  all  the  duties  on  imports  are  paid  in  the  city  of 
New  York;  but  it  is  obvious  that  the  means  to  pay  those 
duties  are  drawn  from  every  quarter  of  the  Union. 
Every  citizen  in  every  State,  who  purchases  and  con- 
sumes an  article  which  has  paid  a  duty  at  that  port,  con- 
tributes to  the  accumulating  mass.  The  surplus  col- 
lected there,  must,  therefore,  be  made  up  of  moneys 
or  property  withdrawn  from  other  points  and  other 
States.  Thus  the  wealth  and  business  of  every  region 
from  which  these  surplus  funds  proceed,  must  be  to 
some  extent  injured,  while  that  of  the  place  where  the 
funds  are  concentrated  and  are  employed  in  banking 
are  proportionably  extended.  But  both  in  making  the 
transfer  of  the  funds  which  are  first  necessary  to  pay 
the  duties  and  collect  the  surplus,  and  in  making  the 
re-transfer  which  becomes  necessary  when  the  time 
arrives  for  the  distribution  of  that  surplus,  there  is  a 
considerable  period  when  the  funds  cannot  be  brought 
into  use;  and  it  is  manirest  that,  besides  the  loss  inevi- 
table from  such  an  operation,  its  tendency  is  to  produce 
fluctuations  in  the  business  of  the  country,  wliich  are 
always  productive  of  speculation,  and  detrimental  to  the 
Interests  of  regular  trade.  Argument  can  scarcely  be 
necessary  to  show  that  a  measure  of  this  character  ought 
not  to  receive  further  legislative  encouragement. 

By  examining  the  practical  operation  of  the  ratio  for 
distribution  adopted  in  the  deposite  bill  of  the  last 
session,  we  shall  discover  other  features  that  appear 
equally  objectionable.  Let  it  be  assumed,  for  the  sake 
of  argument,  that  the  surpkis  moneys  to  be  deposited 
with  the  States  have  been  collected  and  belong  to 
them  in  the  ratio  of  their  federal  representative  popula- 
tion—an assumption  founded  upon  the  fact  that  any  de- 
ficiencies in  our  future  revenue  from  Imposts  and  public 
lands  must  be  made  up  by  direct  taxes  collected  from 
the  States  in  that  ratio.  It  is  proposed  to  distribute 
the  surplus,  say  $30,000,000,  not  according  to  the 
ratio  in  which  it  has  been  collected  and  belongs  to  the 
people  of  the  States,  but  in  that  of  their  votes  in  the 
colleges  of  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President. 
The  effect  of  a  distribution  of  that  ratio  is  shown  by  the 
annexed  table,  marked  A. 

By  an  examination  of  that  table,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  in  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  of  $30,000,000 
upon  that  basis,  there  is  a  gp*eat  departure  from  the  prin- 
ciple which  regards  representation  as  tl>e  true  measure 
of  taxation;  and  it  will  be  found  that  the  tendency  of  that 
departure  will  be  to  increase  whatever  incc^ualities  have 
been  supposed  to  attend  the  operation  oi  our  federal 
systep  in  respect  to  its  bearings  upon  the  different  in^ 
terests  of  the  Union.  In  making  the  basis  of  representa- 
tion the  basis  of  taxation,  the  framers  of  the  constitution 
intended  to  equalize  tiie  burdens  which  are  necessary  to 
support  the  Government;  and  the  adoption  of  that  ratio, 
while  it  accomplished  this  object,  was  also  the  means  of 
adjusting  other  great  topics  arising  out  of  the  conflicting 
views  respecting  the  political  equality  of  the  various 
members  of  the  confederacy.  Whatever,  therefore,  dis- 
turbs the  liberal  spirit  of  the  compromises  which  estab- 
lished a  rule  of  taxation  so  just  and  equitable,  and  which 
experience  has  proved  to  be  so  well  adapted  to  tlie  ge- 
nius and  habits  of  our  people,  should  be  received  with 
the  greatest  caution  and  distrust. 
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A  bare  inspection,  in  the  annexed  table,  of  the  differ- 
ences produced  by  the  ratio  used  in  the  deposite  act  com- 
pared with  the  results  of  a  distribution  according  to  the 
ratio  of  direct  taxation,  must  satisfy  every  unprejudiced 
mind  that  the  former  ratio  contravenes  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  and  produces  a  degree  of  injustice  in  the 
operation  of  the  Federal  Government  which  would  be 
fatal  to  the  hope  of  perpetuating  it.     By  the  ratio  of  di- 
*rect  taxation,  for  example,  the  State  of  Delaware,  in  the 
collection  of  $30,000,000  of  revenue,  would  pay  into 
the  treasury  $188,716 1  and  in  a  distribution  of  $30,- 
000,000  she  would  receive  back  from  the  Government, 
according  to  the  ratio  of  the  deposite  bill,  the  sum  of 
$306,122;  and  similar  results  would  follow  the  compari- 
son between  the  small  and  the  large  States  througnout 
the  Union;  thus  realizing  to  the  small  States  an  advan- 
tage which  would  be  doubtless  as  unacceptable  to  them 
as  a  motive  for  incorporating  the  principle  in  any  system 
which  would  produce  it,  as  it  would  be  inconsistent  with 
the  rights  and  expectations  of  the  large  States.    It  was 
certainly  the  intention  uf  that  provision  of  the  constitu- 
tion which  declares  that  ^'all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises" 
shall  '*  be  uniform  throughoiit  the  United  States,"  to 
make  the  burdens  of  taxation  fall  equally  upon  the  peo- 
ple, in  whatever  State  of  the  Union  they  may  reside- 
But  what  would  be  the  value  of  such  a  uniform  rule,  if 
the  moneys  raised  by  it  could  be  immediately  returned 
by  a  different  one,  which  will  give  to  the  people  of  some 
States  much  more,  and  to  those  of  others  much  less, 
than  their  fair  proportions?     Were  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  exempt,  in  express  terms,  the  imports,  pro- 
ducts, and  manufactures  of  some  portions  of  the  coun- 
try frctn  all  duties,  while  it  imposed  heavy  ones  on 
others,  the  iniustice  could  not  be  greater.     It  would  be 
easy  to  show  how,  by  the  operation  of  such  a  principle, 
the  large  States  of  the  Union  would  not  only  have  to 
contribute  their  just  share  towards  the  support  of  the 
Federal  Government,  but  also  have  to  bear  in  some  de- 
gree the  taxes  necessary  to  support  the  Governments  of 
their  smaller  sisters;  but  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to 
state  the  details  where  the  general  principle  is  so  ob- 
vious. 

A  system  liable  to  such  objections  can  never  be  sup- 
posed to  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  framers  of  the 
constitution,  when  they  conferred  on  Congress  the  tax- 
ing power ;  and  I  feel  persuaded  that  a  mature  exam- 
ination of  the  subject  will  satisfy  every  one  that  there 
are  insurmountable  difficulties  in  the  operation  of  any 
plan  which  can  be  devised,  of  collecting  the  revenue, 
for  the  purpose  of  distributing  it.  Congress  is  only  au- 
thorized to  levy  taxes  **topay  the  debts  and  provide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  IMited 
Statai."  There  is  no  such  [provision  as  would  author- 
ize Congress  to  collect  together  the  property  of  the 
country,  under  the  name  of  revenue,  tor  the  purpose 
of  dividing  it  equally  or  unequally  among  the  States  or 
the  People.  Indeed,  it  is  not  probable  that  such  an 
idea  ever  occurred  to  the  States  when  they  adopted  the 
constitution.  But,  however  this  may  be,  the  only  safe 
rule  for  us,  in  interpreting  the  powers  granted  to  the 
Federal  fSoverffment,  is  to  regard  the  absence  of  ex- 
press authority  to  touch  a  subject  so  important  and  del- 
icate as  this  is,  as  equivalent  to  a  prohibition. 

Even  if  our  powers  were  less  doubtful  in  this  respect, 
as  the  constitution  now  stands,  there  are  considerations 
afforded,  by  recent  experience,  which  would  seem  to 
make  it  our  duty  to  avoid  a  resort  to  such  a  system. 

All  will  admit  that  the  simplicity  and  economy  of  the 
State  Governments  mainly  depend  on  the  fact  that  mon- 
ey has  to  be  supplied  to  support  them  by  the  same  men 
or  their  agents  who  vote  it  away  in  appropriations. 
Hence,  when  there  are  extravagant  and  wasteful  appro- 
prialious^  there  must  be  a  corresponding  increase  of 


taxes;  and  the  people,  becoming  awakened,  will  ne- 
cessarily scrutinize  the  character  of  measures  which  thus 
increase  their  burdens.  By  the  watchful  eye  of  self- 
interest,  the  agents  of  the  people  in  the  State  Govern- 
ments are  repressed,  and  kept  within  the  limit  of  a  just 
economy.  But  if  the  necessity  of  levying  the  taxes  be 
taken  from  those  who  make  the  appropriations,  and 
thrown  upon  a  more  distant  and  less  responsible  set  of 
public  agents,  who  have  power  to  approach  the  people 
By  an  indirect  and  stealthy  taxation,  there  is  reason  to 
fear  that  prodigality  will  soon  supersede  those  character- 
istics which  have  thus  far  made  us  look  w^ith  so  much 
pride  and  confidence  to  the  State  Governments  as  the 
mainstay  of  our  union  and  liberties.  The  State  Legisla- 
tures, instead  af  studying  to  restrict  their  State  expend- 
itures to  the  smallest  possible  sum,  will  claim  credit  for 
their  profusion,  and  harass  the  General  Government  for 
increased  supplies.  Practically,  there  would  soon  be 
but  one  taxine  power,  and  that  vested  in  a  body  of  men 
far  removed  from  the  people,  in  which  the  farming  and 
mechanic  interests  would  scarcely  be  represented.  The 
States  would  gradually  lose  their  purity  as  well  as  their 
independence;  they  would  not  dare  to  murmur  at  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  General  Government,  lest  they  should  lose 
their  supplies;  all  would  be  merged  in  a  practical  con- 
solidation, cemented  by  wide-spread  corruption,  which 
could  only  be  eradicated  by  one  of  those  bloody  revo- 
lutions which  occasionally  overthrow  the  despotic  sys- 
tems of  the  old  world. 

In  all  the  other  aspects  in  which  I  have  been  able  to 
look  at  the  effect  of  such  a  principle  of  distribution  upon 
the  best  interests  of  the  country,  I  can  see  nothing  to 
compensate  for  the  disadvantages  to  which  I  have  ad- 
verted. If  we  consider  the  protective  duties,  which 
are,  in  a  great  degree,  the  source  of  the  surplus  reve- 
nue, beneficial  to  one  section  of  the  Union  and  prejudi- 
cial to  another,  there  is  no  corrective  for  the  evil  in  such 
a  plan  of  distribution.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  reason 
to  fear  that  all  the  complaints  which  have  sprung  froip 
this  cause  would  be  aggravated.  Every  one  must  be 
sensible  that  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  must  beget  & 
disposition  to  cherish  the  means  whicli  create  it ;  and 
any  system,  therefore,  into  which  it  enters,  must  have  & 
powerful  tendency  to  increase  rather  than  diminish  the 
tariflf.  If  it  were  even  admitted  that  the  advantages  of 
such  a  system  could  be  made  equal  to  all  the  sections  of 
the  Union,  the  reasons  already  so  urgently  calling  for  a 
reduction  of  the  revenue  would,  nevertheless,  lose  none 
of  their  force  ;  for  it  wilt  always  be  improbable  that  an 
intelligent  and  virtuous  community  can  consent  to  raise 
a  surplus  for  the  mere  purpose  of  dividing  it,  diminished 
as  it  must  inevitably  be  by  the  expenses  of  the  various 
machinery  necessary  to  the  process. 

The  safest  and  simplest  mode  of  obviating  all  the  dilR- 
culties  wiiich  have  been  mentioned  is,  to  collect  only 
revenue  enough  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
and  let  the  people  keep  the  balance  of  their  property  in 
their  own  hands,  to  be  used  for  their  own  profit.  Each 
State  will  tlien  support  its  own  Government,  and  con- 
tribute its  due  share  towards  the  support  of  the  General 
Government.  There  would  be  no  surplus  to  cramp  and 
lessen  the  resources  of  individual  wealth  and  enterprise, 
and  the  banks  would  be  lef\  to  their  ordinary  means. 
Whatever  agitations  and  fluctuations  might  arise  from 
our  unfortunate  paper  svstem,  they  could  never  be  at- 
tributed, justly  or  unjustly,  to  the  action  of  the  Federal 
Government.  There  would  be  some  guaranty  that  the 
spirit  of  wild  speculation,  which  seeks  to  convert  the 
surplus  revenue  into  banking  capital,  would  be  effectu- 
ally checked,  and  that  the  scenes  of  demoralizatton 
which  are  now  so  prevalent  through  the  land  would  dis- 
appear. 
Without  desiring  to  conceal  that  the  experience  and 
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observation  of  the  last  two  years  have  operated  a  partial 
change  in  my  views  upon  this  interesting  subject,  it  is, 
nevertheless,  regretted  that  the  suggestions  made  by 
me,  in  my  annual  messages  of  1829  and  1830,  have  been 
greatly  misunderstood.  At  that  time,  the  great  struggle 
was  begun  against  that  latitudinarian  construction  of  the 
constitution  which  authorizes  the  unlimited  appropria- 
tion of  the  revenues  of  the  Union  to  internal  improve- 
ments within  the  SUtes,  tending  to  invest  in  the  hands, 
and  place  under  the  control,  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, all  the  principal  roads  and  canals  of  the  country, 
in  violation  of  State  rights,  and  in  derogation  of  State 
authoDity.  At  the  same  time,  the  condition  of  the  manu- 
facturing interest  was  such  as  to  create  an  apprehension 
that  the  duties  on  imports  could  not,  without  extensive 
mischief,  be  reduced  in  season  to  prevent  the  accumu- 
lation of  a  considerable  surplus  after  the  payment  of  the 
national  debt.  In  view  of  the  dangers  of  such  a  surplus, 
and  in  preference  to  its  application  to  internal  improve- 
ments, in  derogation  of  the  rights  and  powers  of  the 
States,  the  suggestion  of  an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion to  authorize  its  distribution  was  made.  It  was  an 
alternative  for  what  were  deemed  greater  evils— a  teiitv 
porary  resort  to  relieve  an  over^burdened  Treasury, 
until  the  Government  could,  without  a  sudden  and  de- 
structive revulsion  in  the  business  of  the  country,  g^rad- 
ually  return  to  the  just  principle  of  raising  no  more 
revenue  from  the  people,  in  taxes,  than  is  necessary  for 
its  economical  support.  Even  that  alternative  was  not 
spoken  of  but  in  connexion  with  an  amendment  of  the 
constitution.  No  temporary  inconvenience  can  justify 
the  exercise  of  a  probibited  power,  or  a  power  not 
granted  by  that  instrument ;  and  it  was  from  a  convic- 
tion that  the  power  to  distribute  even  a  temporary  sur- 
plus of  revenue  is  of  that  character,  that  it  was  suggest- 
ed only  in  connexion  with  an  appeal  to  the  source  of  all 
legal  power  in  the  General  Government,  the  States 
which  have  established  it.  No  such  appeal  has  been 
taken,  and,  in  my  opinion,  a  distribution  of  the  surplus 
revenue  by  Congress,  either  to  the  States  or  the  people, 
is  to  be  considered  as  among  the  prohibitions  of  the 
constitution.  As  already  intimated,  my  views  have  un- 
dergone a  change,  so  far  as  to  be  convinced  that  no 
alteration  of  the  constitution,  in  this  respect,  is  wise  or 
expedient.  The  influence  of  an  accumulating  surplus 
upon  the  legislation  of  the  General  Government  and  the 
States,  its  effect  upon  the  credit  system  of  the  country, 
producing  dangerous  extensions  and  ruinous  contrac- 
tions, fluctuations  in  the  price  of  property,  rash  specu- 
lation, idleness,  extravagance,  and  a  deterioration  of 
morals,  have  taught  us  the  important  lesson,  that  any 
transient  mischief  which  may  attend  the  reduction  of 
our  revenue  to  the  wanfs  of  our  Government  is  to  be 
borne  in  preference  to  an  overflowing  Treasury. 

1  beg  leave  to  call  your  attenion  to  another  subject 
intimately  associated  with  the  preceding  one — the  cur- 
rency of  the  country. 

It  is  apparent,  from  the  whole  context  of  the  constitu- 
tion, as  well  as  the  history  of  the  times  which  gave  birth 
to  it,  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  convention  to  estab- 
lish a  currency  consisting  of  the  precious  metals.  Tliese, 
from  their  peculiar  properties,  which  rendered  them 
the  standard  of  value  in  all  other  countries,  were  adopt- 
ed in  this,  as  well  to  establish  its  commercial  standard, 
in  reference  to  foreign  countries,  by  a  permanent  rule, 
as  to  exclude  the  use  of  a  mutable  medium  of  exchange, 
such  as  of  certain  agricultural  commodities,  recognised 
by  the  statutes  of  some  States  as  a  tender  for  debts,  or 
the  still  more  pernicious  expedient  of  a  paper  currency. 
The  last,  from  the  experience  of  the  evils  of  the  issues 
of  paper  during  the  Revolution,  had  become  so  justly 
obnoxious,  as  not  only  to  suggest  the  clause  in  the  con- 
stitution forbidding  the  emission  of  bills  of  credit  by  the 


States,  but  also  to  produce  that  vote  in  the  convention 
which  negatived  the  proposition  to  grant  power  to  Con- 
gress to  charter  corporations «  a  proposition  well  un- 
derstood at  the  time,  as  intended  to  authorize  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  national  bank,  which  was  to  issue  a  currency 
of  bank  notes,  on  a  capital  to  be  created  to  some  extent 
out  of  Government  stocks.  Although  this  proposition 
was  refused  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  convention,  the  ob- 
ject was  afterwards  in  effect  obtained,  by  its  ingenious* 
advocates,  through  a  strained  construction  of  the  con- 
stitution. The  debts  of  the  Revolution  were  funded,  at 
prices  which  formed  no  equivalent,  compared  with  the 
nominal  amount  of  the  stock,  and  under  circumstances 
which  exposed  the  motives  of  some  of  those  who  parti- 
cipated in  the  passage  of  the  act,  to  distrust. 

The  facts  that  the  value  of  the  stocks  was  greatly  en- 
hanced by  the  creation  of  the  bank,  that  it  was  well  un- 
derstood that  such  would  be  the  case,  and  that  some  of 
the  advocates  of  the  measure  were  largely  benefited  by 
it,  belong  to  the  history  of  the  times,  and  are  well  cal- 
culated to  diminish  the  respect  which  might  otherwise 
have  been  due  to  the  action  of  the  Congress  which  cre- 
ated the  institution. 

On  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank,  it  became 
the  interest  of  its  creditors  that  gold  should  be  super- 
seded by  the  paper  of  a  bank  as  a  general  currency.  A 
value  was  soon  attached  to  the  gold  coins,  which  made 
their  exportation  to  foreign  countries  as  a  mercantile 
commodity,  more  profitable  than  their  retention  and  use 
at  home  as  money.  It  followed,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
if  not  designed  by  those  who  established  the  bank,  that 
the  bank  became,  in  effect,  a  substitute  for  the  mint  of 
the  United  States. 

Such  was  the  origin  of  a  national  bank  currency,  and 
such  the  beginning  of  those  difiicuUies  which  now  ap- 
pear in  the  excessive  issues  of  the  banks  incorporated 
by  the  various  States. 

Although  it  may  not  be  possible,  by  any  legislative 
means  within  our  power,  to  change  at  once  the  system 
which  has  thus  been  introduced,  and  has  received  the 
acquiescence  of  all  portions  of  the  country,  it  is  certain- 
ly our  duty  to  do  all  that  is  consistent  with  our  constitu- 
tional obligations,  to  prevent  the  mischiefk  which  are 
threatened  by  its  undue  extension.  That  the  efforts  of 
the  fathers  of  our  Government  to  guard  against  it  by  a 
constitutional  provision  were  founded  on  an  intimutc 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  has  been  frequently  attes!- 
ed  by  the  bitter  experience  of  the  country.  The 
same  cause  which  led  them  to  refuse  their  sanction  to  a 
power  authorizing  the  establishment  of  incorporations 
for  banking  purposes,  now  exist  in  a  much  stronger  de- 
cree to  urge  us  to  exert  the  utmost  vigilance  in  calling 
into  action  the  means  necessary  to  correct  the  evils  re- 
sulting from  the  unfortunate  exercise  of  the  power;  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  opportunity  of  effecting  this 
great  good  will  be  improved  before  the  country  witnes- 
ses new  scenes  of  embarrassment  and  distress. 

Variableness  must  ever  be  the  characteristic  of  a  cur- 
rency, of  which  the  precious  metals  are  not  the  chief 
ingredient,  or  which  can  be  expanded  or  contracted 
without  regard  to  the  principles  that  regulate  the  value 
of  those  metals  as  a  btandard  in  the  general  trade  of  the 
world.  With  us,  hank  issues  constitute  such  a  curren- 
cy, and  must  ever  do  so,  until  they  are  made  dependant 
on  those  just  proportions  of  gold  and  silver,  as  a  circu- 
lating medium,  which  experience  has  proved  to  be  neces- 
sary, not  Only  in  this,but  m  all  other  commercial  countries* 
Where  those  proportions  are  not  infused  into  the  circu- 
lation, and  d^ot  control  it,  it  is  manifest  that  prices 
must  vary  acrording  to  the  tide  of  bank  issues,  and  the 
value  and  stability  of  property  must  stand  exposed  to  all 
the  uncertainty  which  attends  the  administration  of  in- 
stitutions that  are  constantly  liable  to  the  temptation  of 


APPENDIX— ro  Galea  Sf  Seaton's  Register. 


24th  Cozre.  2d  Sbsb.] 


Memigi  of  the  Preaident  qftht  United  States. 


an  interest  distinct  from  that  of  the  coininunity  in  which 
they  are  established. 

The  progress  of  an  expansion,  or  rather  a  deprecia- 
tion of  the  currency,  by  excessive  bank  issues,  is  always 
attended  by  a  loss  to  the  laboring  classes.  This  portion 
of  the  community  have  neither  time  nor  opportunity  to 
watch  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  the  money  market.  En- 
gaged from  day  to  day  in  their  useful  toils,  they  do  not 
^perceive  that,  although  their  wages  are  nominally  the 
same,  or  even  somewhat  higher,  they  are  greatly  re- 
duced* in  fact,  by  the  rapid  mcrease  of  a  spurious  cur- 
.  rency,  wliich,  as  it  appears  to  make  money  abound, 
they  are  at  first  inclined  to  consider  a  blessing.  It  is 
not  so  with  the  speculator,  by  whom  this  operation  is 
b.etter  understood,  and  is  made  to  contribute  to  his  ad- 
vantage. It  is  not  until  the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of 
life  become  so  dear  that  the  laboring  classes  cannot  sup- 
ply their  wants  out  of  their  wages,  that  the  wages  rise 
and  gradually  reach  a  justly  proportioned  rate  to  that  of 
the  products  of  their  labor.  When  thus,  by  the  depre- 
ciation in  consequence  of  the  quantity  of  paper  in  cir- 
culation, wages  as  well  as  prices  become  exorbitant,  it 
is  soon  found  that  the  whole  effect  of  the  adulterations 
is  a  tariff  on  our  home  industry  for  the  benefit  of  the 
countries  where  gold  and  silver  circulate  and  maintain 
uniformity  and  moderation  in  prices.  It  is  then  per- 
ceived that  the  enhancement  of  tlie  price  of  land  and 
labor  produces  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  price  of 
products,  until  these  products  do  not  sustain  a-compe-, 
tition  with  similar  ones  in  other  countries,  and  thus  both 
manufactured  and  agricultural  productions  cease  to  bear 
exportation  from  the  country  of  the  spurious  currency, 
because  they  cannot  be  sold  for  cost.  This  is  the  pro- 
cess by  which  specie  is  banished  by  the  paper  of  the 
banks.  Their  vaults  are  soon  exhausted  to  pay  for  for- 
eign commodities;  the  next  step  is  a  stoppage  of  specie 
payment — a  total  degradation  of  paper  as  a  currency — 
unusual  depression  of  prices,  the  ruin  of  debtors,  and 
the  accumulation  of  property  in  the  hands  of  creditors 
and  cautious  capitalists. 

It  was  in  view  of  these  evils,  together  with  the  dan- 
gerous power  wielded  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  its  repugnance  to  our  constitution,  that  1  was  in- 
duced to  exert  the  power  conferred  upon  me  by  the 
American  people  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  that  in- 
stitution. But  although  various  dangers  to  our  repub- 
lican institutions  have  been  obviated  by  the  failure  of 
that  bank  to  extort  from  the  Government  a  renewal  of 
its  charter,  it  is  obvious  that  little  has  been  accom- 
plished except  a  salutary  change  of  public  opinion,  to- 
wards restoring  to  the  country  the  sound  currency  pro- 
vided for  in  the  constitution.  In  the  acts  of  several  of 
the  States  prohibiting  the  circulation  of  small  notes,  and 
the  auxiliary  enactments  of  Congress  at  the  last  session, 
forbidding  their  reception  or  payment  on  public  ac- 
count, the  true  policy  of  the  country  has  been  advanced, 
and  a  larger  portion  of  the  precious  metals  infused  into 
our  circulating  medium.  These  measures  will  probably 
be  followed  up  in  due  time  by  the  enactment  of  State 
laws,  banishing  from  circulation  bank  notes  of  still 
higher  denominations ;  and  the  object  may  be  materi- 
ally promoted  by  further  acts  of  Congress,  forbidding 
the  employment,  as  fiscal  agents,  of  such  banks  as  con- 
tinue to  issue  notes  of  low  denominations,  and  throw 
impediments  in  the  way  of  the  circulation  of  gold  and 
silver. 

Tiie  effects  of  an  extension  of  bank  credits  and  over- 
issues of  bank  paper  have  been  strikingly  illustrated  in 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  From  th^eturns  made 
by  the  various  Registers  and  Receivers  iirUhe  early  part 
of  last  summer,  it  was  perceived  that  the  receipts  ari- 
s'mg  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  were  increasing 
to  an  unprecedented  amoant.  In  effect,  bowereri  these 


receipts  amounted  to  nothing  more  than  credits  in  bank. 
The  banks  let  out  their  notes  to  speculators ;  they  were 
paid  to  the  Receivers,  and  immediately  returned  to  the 
banks,  to  be  sent  out  again  and  again,  being  mere  in- 
struments to  transfer  to  speculators  the  most  valuable 
public  land,  and  pay  the  Government  by  a  credit  on  the 
books  of  the  banks.  Those  credits  on  the  books  of  some 
of  the  western  banks,  usually  called  deposites,  were  al- 
ready greatly  beyond  their  immediate  means  of  payment, 
and  were  rapidly  increasing.  Indeed,  each  speculation 
furnished  means  for  another  ;  fur  no  sooner  had  one  in- 
dividual or  company  paid  in  the  notes,  than  they  were 
immediately  lent  to  another  for  a  like  purpose  ;  and  the 
banks  were  extending  their  business  and  their  issues  so 
largely,  as  to  alarm  considerate  men,  and  render  it 
doubtful  whether  these  bank  credits,  if  permitted  to  ac- 
cumulate, would  ultimately  be  of  the  least  value  to  the 
dovernment.  The  spirit  of  expansion  and  speculation 
was  not  confined  to  the  deposite  banks,  but  pervaded 
the  whole  multitude  of  banks  throughout  the  Union, 
and  was  giving  rise  to  new  institutions  to  aggravate  the 
evil. 

The  safety  of  the  public  funds,  and  the  interest  of  the 
people,  generally,  required  that  these  operations  should 
be  checked,  and  it  became  the  duty  of  every  branch  of 
the  General  and  State  Governments  to  adopt  all  legiti- 
mate and  proper  means  to  produce  that  salutary  effect. 
Under  this  view  of  my  duty,  I  directed  the  issuing  of  the 
order  which  will  be  laid  before  you  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  requiring  payment  for  the  public  lands 
sold  to  be  made  in  specie,  with  an  exception  until  the 
fifleentU  of  the  present  month  in  favor  of  actual  settlers. 
This  measure  has  produced  many  salutary  consequences. 
It  checked  the  career  of  tlie  Western  banks,  and  gave 
them  additional  strength  in  anticipation  of  the  pressure 
which  has  since  pervaded  our  Eastern  as  well  as  the  Eu- 
ropean commercial  cities.  By  preventing  the  extension 
of  the  credit  system^  it  measurably  cut  off  the  means  of 
speculation,  and  retarded  its  progress  in  monopolizing 
the  most  valuable  of  the  public  lands.  It  has  tended  to 
save  the  new  States  from  a  non-resident  proprietorship, 
one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to  the  advancement  of  a 
new  country,  and  the  prosperity  of  an  old  one.  It  ha« 
tended  to  keep  open  the  public  lands  for  entry  by  emW 
grants,  at  Government  prices,  instead  of  their  being 
compelled  to  purchase  of  speculators  at  double  or  treble 
prices.  And  it  is  conveying  into  the  interior  large  sums 
in  silver  and  gold,  there  to  enter  permanently  into  the 
currency  of  the  country,  and  place  it  on  a  firmer  foun- 
dation. It  is. confidently  believed  tliat  the  country  will 
find,  in  the  motives  which  induced  that  order,  and  the 
happy  consequences  which  will  have  ensued,  much  to 
commend,  and  nothing  to  condemn. 

It  remains  for  Congress,  if  they  approve  the  policy 
which  dictated  this  order,  to  follow  it  up  in  its  various 
bearings.  Much  good,  in  my  judgment,  would  be  pro- 
duced by  prohibiting  sales  of  the  public  lands,  except 
tc^actual  settlers,  at  a  reasonable  reduction  of  price,  and 
to  limit  the  quantity  which  shall  be  sold  to  them.  Al- 
though it  is  believed  the  General  Government  never 
ought  to  receive  any  thing  but  the  constitutional  curren- 
cy m  exchange  for  the  public  lands,  that  point  would  be 
of  less  importance  if  the  lands  were  sold  for  immediate 
settlement  and  cultivation.  Indeed,  there  is  scarcely  a 
mischief  arising  out  of  our  present  land  system,  including 
the  accumulating  surplus  of  revenue,  which  would  not  be 
remedied  at  once  by  a  restriction  on  land  sales  to  actual 
settlers;  and  it  promises  other  advantages  to  the  country 
in  general,  and  to  the  new  States  in  particular,  wliich 
cannot  fail  to  receive  the  most  profound  consideration  of 
Congress. 

Experience  continues  to  realize  the  expectations  en- 
tertained as  to  the  capacity  of  the  Sta;e  bank*  ie  per- 


APPENDIX— To  Gaks  8f  Beaton's  Register. 


Mea$age  of  the  FretiderU  of  the  United  SUdea. 


[24th  Coiro.  3d  Skss. 


form  the  duties  of  fiscal  i^nts  for  the  Government,  at 
the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  depositee.  It  was  alleged 
by  the  advocates  of  ihe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  that 
the  State  banks,  whatever  might  be  the  regulations  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  could  not  make  the  transfers 
required  by  the  Government,  or  regotiate  the  domestic 
exchanges  of  the  country.  It  is  now  well  ascertained 
that  the  real  domest  c  exchanges,  performed  through 
discounts,  by  the  United  States  Bank  and  its  twenty-five 
branches,  were  at  least  one-third  less  than  those  of  the 
deposite  banks  for  an  equal  period  of  time ;  and  if  a 
comparison  be  instituted  between  the  amounts  of  service 
rendered  by  these  in'^titutions,  on  the  broader  basts 
which  has  been  used  by  the  advocates  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  in  estimating  what  tbey  consider  the  domestic  ex* 
changes  transacted  by  it,  the  result  will  be  still  more  fa* 
vorable  to  the  deposite  banks. 

The  whole  amount  of  public  money  transferred  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1833,  was  $16,000,000. 
The  amount  transferred  and  actually  paid  by  the  deposite 
banks  in  the  year  ending  the  first  of  October  last,  was 
$39,319,899  {  the  amount  transferred  and  paid  between 
that  period  and  the  6th  November,  was  $5,399»000$  and 
the  amount  of  transfer  warrants  outstanding  on  that  day, 
was  $14,450,000;  making  an  aggregate  of  $59,168,894. 
1  hese  enormous  sums  of  money  first  mentioned  have 
been  transferred  with  the  greatest  promptitude  and  regu- 
larity ;  and  the  rates  at  which  the  exchanges  have  been 
negotiated  previously  to  fhe  passage  of  the  deposite  act 
were  generally  below  those  charged  by  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  Independently  of  these  services,  which 
are  far  greater  than  those  rendered  by  the  United  States 
Bank  and  its  twenty>five  branches,  a  number  of  the  de* 
posite  banks,  have,  with  a  commendable  zeal  to  aid  in 
the  improvement  of  the  currency,  imported  from  abroad, 
at  their  own  expense,  large  sums  of  the  precious  metids 
for  coinage  and  circulation. 

In  the  same  manner  have  nearly  all  the  predictions 
turned  out  in  respect  to  the  effect  of  the  removal  of  the 
deposites — a  step  unquestionably  necessary  to  prevent 
the  evils  which  it  was  foreseen  the  bank  itself  would  en- 
deavor to  create  in  a  final  struggle  to  procure  a  renewal 
of  its  charter.  It  may  be  thus,  too,  in  some  degree, 
with  the  further  steps  which  may  be  taken  to  prevent 
the  excessive  issue  of  other  bank  paper  ;  but  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  nothing  will  now  deter  the  Federal  and  State 
authorities  from  the  firm  and  vigorous  performance  of 
their  duties  to  themselves  and  to  the  people  in  this  respect. 
In  reducing  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  your  particular  attention  is  invited  to  those  arti- 
cles which  constitute  the  necessaries  of  Ufe.  The  duty 
on  salt  was  laid  as  a  war  tax,  and  was  no  doubt  continu- 
ed to  assist  in  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  war  debt. 
There  is  no  article,  the  release  of  which  from  taxation 
would  be  felt  so  gener«lly  and  so  beneficially*  To  tbia 
may  be  added  all  kinds  of  fuel  and  provisions.  Justice 
and  benevolence  unite  in  favor  of  releasing  the  poor  of 
our  cities  from  burdens  which  are  not  necessary  to  the 
support  of  our  Government,  ahd  tend  only  to  increase 
the  wants  of  the  destitute. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  accompanying  documents,  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  has  made  no  payment  on  ac« 
count  of  the  stock  held  by  the  Government  in  that  insti- 
tution, although  urged  to  pay  any  portion  which  might 
suit  its  convenience,  and  that  it  has  given  no  information 
when  payment  may  be  expected.  Nor,  although  re- 
peatedly requested,  has  it  furnished  the  information  in 
relation  to  its  condition,  which  Congress  authorized  the 
Secretary  to  collect  at  their  last  session.  Such  measures 
as  are  within  the  power  of  the  Executive  have  been 
taken  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  stock,  and  procure 
the  payment  as  early  as  possible. 


The  conduct  and  present  condition  of  that  bank,  and 
the  great  amount  o\  capital  vested  in  it  by  the  United 
States,  require  your  careful  attention.  Its  charter  ex- 
pired on  the  third  day  of  March  last,  and  it  has  now  no 
power  but  that  given  in  the  31st  section,  **  to  use  the 
corporate  name,  style,  and  capacity,  for  the  purpose  of 
suits,  for  the  final  settlement  and  liquidation  of  the  af- 
fairs and  accounts  of  the  corporation,  and  for  the  sale 
and  disposition  of  their  estate,  real,  personal,  and  mix*  * 
ed,  but  not  for  any  other  purpose,  or  in  any  other  man- 
ner whatsoever,  nor  for  a  period  exceeding  two  years 
af^er  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  incorporation." 
Before  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  the  stockholders 
of.  the  bank  obtained  an  act  of  incorporation  from  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  excluding  only  the  United 
States.  Instead  of  proceeding  to  wind  up  their  concerns, 
and  pay  over  to  the  United  States  the  amount  due  on 
account  of  the  stock  held  by  them,the  President  and  Di- 
rectors of  the  old  bank  appear  to  have  transferred  the 
booka,  papers,  notes,  obligations,  and  most  or  all  of  its 
properly,  to  this  new  curpomtion,  which  entered  upon 
business  as  a  continuation  of  the  old  concern.  Amongst 
other  acta  of  questionable  validity,  the  notes  of  the  ex- 
pired corporation  are  known  to  have  been  used  as  its 
own,  and  again  put  in  circulation.  That  the  old  bank 
had  no  right  to  issue  or  re-issue  its  notes  after  the  ex- 
piratton  of  its  charter,  cannot  be  denied  {  and  that  it 
could  not  confer  any  such  right  on  its  substitute,  any 
more  than  exercise  it  itself,  is  equally  plain.  In  law 
and  honesty,  tbe  nbtes  of  the  bank  in  circulation,  at  the 
expiration  of  its  charter,  should  hsve  been  called  in  by 
public  advertisement,  paid  up  as  presented,  and  togeth- 
er with  those  on  hand,  cancelled  and  destroyed.  Their 
re-issue  is  sanctioned  by  no  law,  and  warranted  by  no 
necesMty.  If  the  United  States  be  responsible  in  their 
stock  for  the  payment  of  these  notes,  their  re-issue  by 
the  new  corporation,  for  their  own  profit,  is  a  fraud  on 
the  Government.  If  the  United  States  is  not  re- 
sponsible, then  there  is  no  legal  responsibility  in  any 
quarter,  and  it  is  a  fraud  on  the  country.  Tbey  are  the 
redeemed  notes  of  a  dissolved  partnership,  but,  contra- 
ry to  the  wiahes  of  the  retiring  partner,  and  without  his 
consent,  are  again  re-issued  and  circulated. 

It  is  the  high  and  peculiar  duty  of  Congress  to  decide 
whether  any  further  legislation  be  necessary  for  the  se* 
curity  of  the  large  amount  of  public  property  now  held, 
and  in  use  by  tbe  new  bank,  and  for  vindicating  the 
rights  of  the  Government,  and  compelling  a  speedy  and 
honest  settlement  with  all  the  creditors  of  the  old  bank, 
public  and  private,  or  whether  tbe  subject  shall  be  left 
to  the  power  now  possessed  by  the  Executive  and  Ju- 
diciary. It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  persons,  who, 
as  managers  of  the  old  bank,  undertook  to  control  tbe 
Government,  retained  tbe  public  dividends,  abut  their 
doors  upon  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Represents- 
tives,  and  filled  the  country  with  panic  to  accomplish 
their  own  sinister  objects;  may  now,  as  managers  of 
a  new  bank,  continue  with  impunity  to  flood  the  coun- 
try with  a  spurious  currency;  use  the  seven  millions  of 
Government  stock  for  their  own  profit,  and  refuse  to  the 
United  States  ail  information  as  to  the  present  condition 
of  their  own  property,  and  the  prospect  of  recovering 
it  into  their  own  possession. 

The  lessons  taught  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
cannot  well  be  lost  upon  tbe  American  people.  They 
will  take  care  never  again  to  place  so  tremendous  a 
power  in  irresponsible  handsf  and  it  will  be  fortunate  if 
they  seriously  consider  tbe  consequences  which  are  like- 
ly to  result  on  a  smaller  acale  from  the  facility  with  which 
corporate  powers  are  granted  by  their  State  Govern- 
ments. 

It  is  believed  that  the  law  of  the  last  session,  regula- 
ting  the  deposite  banks,  operates  ooerously  and  unjuatly 
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upon  them  in  many  respects;  and  it  is  hoped  that  Con- 
gress»  on  proper  representstion,  will  sdopt  (he  modifi- 
cations which  are  necessary  to  prevent  this  ccmsequence. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim,  and 
the  accompanying  documents,  all  which  sre  herewith 
laid  before  you,  will  give  you  a  full  view  of  the  diversi- 
fied and  important  operations  of  that  Department  during 
the  past  year. 

The  military  movements  rendered  necessary  by  the 
aggressions  of  the  hostile  portions  of  the  Seminole  and 
Creek  tribes  of  Indians,  and  by  other  circunostances,  have 
requifed  the  active  employment  of  nearly  our  whole  re- 
gular force,  including  the  marine  corps,  and  of  large 
bodies  of  militia  and  volunteers.  With  all  these  events, 
so  far  as  they  were  known  at  the  aeat  of  Government 
before  the  termination  of  your  last  session,  you  are  al- 
ready acquainted;  and  it  is,  therefore,  only  needful  in 
this  place  to  lay  before  you  a  brief  summary  of  what  has 
since  occurred. 

The  war  with  ihe  Seminoles,  during  the  summer,  waa, 
on  our  part,  chiefly  confined  to  the  pmtection  of  our 
frontier  settlements  from  the  incursions  of  i he  enemy; 
and,  as  a  necessary  and  important  means  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  that  end,  to  the  maintenance  of  the  posts 
previously  established.  In  the  course  of  this  duty,  several 
actions  took  place,  in  which  the  bravery  and  discipline 
of  both  officers  and  men  were  conspicuously  displayed, 
and  which  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  notice,  in  respect 
to  the  former,  by  the  granting  of  brevet  rank  for  gallant 
services  in  the  field.  But  as  the  force  of  the  Indians 
was  not  so  far  weakened  by  these  partial  successes  as  to 
lead  them  to  submit,  and  as  their  savage  inroads  were 
frequently  repeated,  early  measures  wore  taken  for 
placing  at  the  disposal  of  Governor  Call,  who,  as  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  territorial  militia,  bad  been  tem- 
porarily invested  with  the  command,  an  ample  force,  for 
the  purpose  of  resuming  offensive  operations,  in  Ihe 
roost  efficient  manner,  so  soon  ss  the  season  should  per- 
mit. Msjor  General  Jesup  was  also  directed,  on  (he 
conclusion  of  his  duties  in  the  Creek  country,  to  repair 
to  Florids,  and  assume  the  command. 

The  result  of  the  first  movement  made  by  the  forces 
under  the  direction  of  Governor  Call,  in  October  last,  as 
detailed  in  the  accompanying  papers,  excited  much  sur- 
prise and  disappointment.  A  full  explanation  has  been 
required  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the  failure  of  that 
movement,  but  has  not  yet  been  received.  In  the  mean 
time,  as  it  was  feared  that  the  health  of  Governor  Call, 
who  was  understood  to  have  suffered  much  from  sicV- 
ness,  might  not  be  adsquate  to  the  crisis,  and  as  Major 
General  Jesup  was  known  to  have  reached  FloridSi  that 
officer  was  directed  to  assume  the  command,  and  to  pro- 
secute all  needful  operations  with  the  utmost  prompti- 
tude and  vigor.  From  the  force  at  bis  disposal,  and  the 
dispositions  he  has  made,  and  is  instructed  to  make,  and 
from  the  vtry  efficient  measures  which  it  is  since  sscer- 
tained  have  been  taken  by  Governor  Call,  there  is  reason 
to  hope  that  they  will  soon  be  enabled  to  reduce  the 
enemy  to  subjection.  In  the  meantime,  as  you  will  per- 
ceive from  the  report  of  the  Secretsry,  there  is  urgent 
necessity  for  further  appropriations  to  suppress  these 
hostilities. 

Hsppily  for  the  interests  of  humanity,  the  hostilities 
with  the  Creeks  were  brought  to  a  close  soon  after  your 
adjournment,  without  that  effusion  of  blood  which  at 
one  time  was  apprehended  as  inevitable.  The  uncon- 
ditional submission  of  the  hostile  party  was  followed  by 
their  speedy  removal  (•  the  country  assigned  them  west 
of  the  Mississippi.  The  inquiry  as  to  alleged  frauds  in 
the  purchase  of  the  reservations  of  those  Indians,  and 
the  cause  of  their  hostilities,  requeued  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  1st  of  July 
last,  to  be  made  by  the  President,  is  now  going  on, 


through  the  agency  of  commissioners  appointed  for  that 
purpose.  Their  report  may  be  expected  during  your 
present  session. 

The  difficulties  spprehended  in  the  Cherokee  coun- 
try have  been  prevented,  and  the  peace  and  safety  of 
that  region  and  its  vicinity  effectually  secured,  by  the 
timely  measures  taken  by  the  War  Department,  and 
still  coDlinued. 

The  discretionary  authority  given  to  General  Gaines 
to  cross  the  Sabine,  and  to  occupy  a  position  as  far  west 
as  Nacogdoches,  in  case  he  should  deem  such  a  step  ne- 
cessary to  the  protection  of  the  frontier,  and  to  the  ful- 
filment of  the  stipulations  contained  in  our  treaty  with 
'  Mexico,  and  the  movement  subsequently  made  by  that 
officer,  have  been  alluded  to  in  a  former  part  of  this 
message.  At  the  date  of  the  latest  intelligence  from 
Naco^oches,  our  troops  were  yet  at  that  station;  but 
the  officer  who  has  succeeded  General  Gaines  has  re- 
cently been  advised,  that,  from  the  facts  known  at  the 
seat  of  Government,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  adequate 
cause  for  any  longer  maintaining  that  position;  and  be 
was  accordingly  instructed,  in  case  the  troops  were  not 
already  withdrawn  under  the  dlscretionaiy  powers  be- 
fore possessed  by  him,  to  give  the  requisite  orders  for 
that  purpose,  on  the  receipt  of  the  instructions,  unless 
he  shall  then  have  in  his  possession  such  information  as 
shall  satisfy  him  that  the  maintenance  of  the  post  is  es- 
sential to  the  protection  of  our  frontiers,  and  to  the  due 
execution  of  our  treaty  stipulations,  as  previously  ex- 
plained to  him. 

Whilst  the  necessities  existing  during  the  present 
year,  for  the  service  of  militia  and  volunteers,  have  fur- 
nished new  proofs  of  the  patriotism  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
they  have  also  strongly  illustrated  the  importance  of  an 
increase  in  the  rank  and  file  of  the  regular  army.  The 
views  of  this  subject,  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  his  report,  meet  my  entire  concurrence,  and  are 
earnestly  commended  to  the  deliberate  attention  of  Con- 
gress. In  this  connexion,  it  is  also  proper  to  remind 
you,  that  the  defects  in  our  present  militia  system  are 
every  day  rendered  more  apparent.  The  duty  of 
making  further  provision  by  law,  for  organizing,  arm- 
ing, and  disciplining  this  arm  of  defence,  has  been  so 
repeatedly  represented  to  Congress  by  myself  and  my 
predecessors,  that  I  deem  it  sufficient,  on  this  occasion, 
to  refer  to  the  last  annual  message  and  to  former  Execu- 
tive communications,  in  which  the  subject  has  been  dis- 
cussed. 

It  appears,  from  the  reports  of  the  oflicers  charged 
with  mustering  into  service  the  volunteers  called  for 
under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session,  that  more 
presented  thefhselves  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  in 
Tennessee,  than  were  sufficient  to  meet  the  requisition 
which  had  been  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War  upon 
the  Governor  of  that  State.  This  was  occasioned  by 
the  omission  of  the  Governor  to  apportion  the  requisi- 
tion to  the  different  regiments  of  militia,  so  as  to  obtain 
the  proper  number  of  troops,  and  no  more.  It  seems 
but  just  to  the  patriotic  citizens  who  repaired  to  the 
general  rendezvous,  under  circumstinces  authorizing 
them  to  believe  that  their  services  were  needed,  and 
would  be  accepted,  that  the  expenses  incurred  by  them, 
while  absent  from  their  homes,  should  be  paid  by  the 
Government.  I  accordingly  recommend  that  a  law  to 
this  effect  be  passed  by  Congress,  giving  them  a  com- 
pensation which  will  cover  their  expenses  on  the  march 
to  and  from  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  while  there; 
in  connexion  with  which,  it  will  also  be  proper  to  make 
provision  for  such  other  equitable  claims,  growing  out 
of  the  service  of  the  militia,  as  may  not  be  embraced 
in  the  existing  laws. 

On  the  unexpected  breaking  out  of  hostilities  in  Flori- 
dsi  Alabama,  and  Georgia,  it  became  necessar>',  in  some 
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cawfl  to  take  the  property  of  individuals  for  public  um. 
Pioyision  should  be  made  by  law  for  indemnifying  the 
owners;  and  I  would  also  respectfully  suggest  whether 
aome  provision  may  not  be  made,  consistently  with  the 
principles  of  our  Government,  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers 
by  Indian  depredations,  or  by  the  operations  of  our  own 
tioops. 

No  time  was  lost,  after  the  making  of  the  requisite  ap- 
propriations, in  resuming  the  great  national  work  of  com- 
pleting the  unfinished  fortifications  on  our  seaboard,  and  of 
placing  them  in  a  proper  state  of  defence.  In  consequence, 
however,  of  the  very  late  day  at  which  those  bills  were 
pawed,  but  little  progress  could  be  made  during  the  season 
which  has  just  closed.  A  very  large  amount  of  the 
moneys  granted  at  your  last  session  accordingly  remains 
unexpended ;  but  as  the  work  will  lie  again  resumed  at  the 
earliest  moment  in  the  coming  spring,  the  balance  of  the 
existing  appropriations,  and  in  several  cases  which  will  be 
laid  before  you,  with  the  proper  estimates,  further  sums  for 
tike  like  objects  may  be  usefully  expended  during  the  next 
▼ear. 

The  recommendations  of  an  increase  in  the  engineer 
corps,  and  for  a  reorganization  of  the  topographical  corps, 
submitted  to  you  in  my  last  annual  message,  derive  addi- 
tional strength  from  the  great  embarrassments  experienced, 
during  the  present  year,  in  those  branches  of  the  service, 
and  under  which  they  are  now  suffering.  Several  of  the 
most  important  surveys  and  constructions,  directed  by  re- 
cent laws,  have  been  suspended  in  consequence  of  the 
want  of  adequate  force  in  these  corps. 

The  like  observations  may  be  applied  to  the  ordnance 
corps  and  to  the  general  staff,  the  operations  of  which,  as 
they  are  now  organized,  must  either  be  frequently  inter- 
rupted, or  performed  by  officers  taken  from  the  line  of  the 
army,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  service. 

For  a  general  view  of  tlie  condition  of  the  Military  Acad- 
emy, and  of  other  branches  of  the  military  service  not  al- 
ready notieed,  as  well  as  for  fuller  illustrations  of  those 
whidi  have  been  mentioned,  I  refer  you  to  the  accompany- 
ing documents ;  and  among  the  various  proposals  contained 
therein  for  legislative  action,  I  would  particularly  notice 
the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  revision  of 
the  pay  of  the  army,  as  entitled  to  your  favorable  regard. 

The  national  policy,  founded  alike  in  interest  and  in  hu- 
manity, so  long  and  to  steadily  pursued  by  this  Govern- 
ment, for  the  removal  of  the  Indian  tribes  originally  settled 
on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  west  of  that  river,  may 
be  said  to  have  been  consummated  by  the  conclusion  of 
the  late  treaty  with  the  Cherokees.  The  measures  taken 
in  the  execution  of  that  treaty,  and  in  relation  to  our  In- 
dian affidrs  generally,  will  fully  appear  by  referring  to  the 
accompanying  papers.  Without  dwelling  on  the  numer- 
ous and  important  topics  embraced  in  them,  I  again  invite 
your  attention  to  the  importance  of  providing  a  well-digest- 
ed and  comprehensive  system  for  the  protection,  supervis- 
ion, and  improvement  of  the  various  tribes  now  planted  in 
the  Indian  country.  The  suggestions  submitted  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  enforced  by  the  Sec- 
retary, on  this  subject,  and  also  in  regard  to  the  establish- 
ment of  additional  military  posts  in  the  Indian  country,  are 
entitled  to  your  profound  consideration.  Both  measures 
are  necessary,  for  the  double  purpose  of  protecting  the  In- 
dians from  intestine  war,  and  in  other  respects  complying 
with  our  engagements  to  them,  and  of  securing  our  West- 
em  frontier  against  incursions  which  otherwise  will  assu- 
redly be  made  on  it.  The  best  hopes  of  humanity  in  re- 
gard to  the  aboriginal  race,  the  welfare  of  our  rapidly  ex- 
tending settlements,  and  the  honor  of  the  United  Stated, 
are  all  deeply  involved  in  the  relations  existing  between 
this  Government  and  the  emigrating  tribes.  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  the  various  matters  submitted  in  the  accompany- 
ing documents,  in  respect  to  those  relations,  will  receive 
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your  early  and  mature  deliberation ;  and  that  it  may  issue 
in  the  adoption  of  legislative  measures  adapted  to  the  cir- 
cumstances and  duties  of  the  present  crisis. 

You  are  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  for  a  satisfactory  view  of  the  operations  of  the  de- 
partment under  his  charge  during  the  present  year.  In 
the  construction  of  vessels  at  the  difierent  navy  yards,  and 
in  the  employment  of  our  ships  and  squadrons  at  sea,  that 
branch  of  the  service  has  been  actively  and  usefully  em- 
ployed. While  the  situation  of  our  commercial  interests 
in  the  West  Indies  required  a  greater  number  than  usual 
of  armed  vessels  to  be  kept  on  that  station,  it  is  gratifying 
to  perceive  that  the  protection  due  to  our  commerce  in 
other  quarters  of  the  world  has  not  proved  insufficient 
Every  effort  has  been  made  to  facilitate  the  equipm«Mt  of 
the  exploring  expedition  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  last 
session,  but  aU  the  preparation  necessary  to  enable  it  to 
sail  has  not  yet  been  completed.  No  means  will  be  spared 
by  the  Government  to  fit  out  the  expedition  on  a  scale  cor- 
responding with  the  liberal  appropriations  for  the  purpose, 
and  with  the  elevated  character  of  the  objects  which  are  to 
be  effected  by  it. 

I  beg  leave  to  renew  the  recommendation  made  in  my 
last  annual  message  respecting  the  enlistment  of  boys  in 
our  naval  service,  and  to  urge  upon  your  attention  the  ne- 
cessity of  further  appropriations  to  increase  the  number  of 
ships  afloat,  and  to  enlarge  generally  the  capacity  and  force 
of  the  navy.  The  increase  of  our  commerce,  and  our  po- 
sition in  regard  to  the  other  Powers  of  the  world,  will 
always  make  it  our  policy  and  interest  to  cherish  the  great 
naval  resources  of  our  country. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  presents  a  gratify- 
ing picture  of  the  condition  of  the  Post  Ofllice  Department: 
Its  revenues,  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  June  last,  were 
#3,398,455  19,  showing  an  increase  of  revenue  over  that 
of  the  preceding  year  of  #404, 878  53,  or  more  than  thir- 
teen per  cent  The  expenditures  for  the  same  year  were 
$2,755,623  76,  exhibiting  a  surplus  of  $642,831  43.  The 
Department  has  been  redeemed  from  embarrassment  and 
debt ;  has  accumulated  a  surplus  of  more  than  half  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars ;  has  largely  extended,  and  is  preparing  still 
further  to  extend,  the  mail  service,  and  recommends  a  re- 
duction of  postages  equal  to  about  twenty  per  cent.  It  is 
practising  upon  the  great  principle  which  should  control 
every  branch  of  our  Government,  of  rendering  to  the  pub- 
lic the  greatest  good  possible,  with  the  least  possible  taxa- 
tion to  the  people. 

The  scale  of  postages  suggested  1^  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral recommends  itself,  not  only  by  fhe  reduction  it  pro- 
poses, but  by  the  simplicity  of  its  arrangement,  its  con- 
formity with  the  Federal  currency,  and  the  improvement  it 
will  introduce  into  the  accounts  of  the  Department  and  its 
agents. 

Your  particular  attention  is  invited  to  the  subject  of  mail 
contracts  with  railroad  companies.  The  present  laws  pro- 
viding for  the  making  of  contracts  are  based  upon  the  pre- 
sumption that  competition  among  bidders  will  secure  the 
service  at  a  fair  price.  But  on  most  of  the  railroad  lines 
there  is  no  competition  in  that  kind  of  transportation,  and 
adverUsing  is  therefore  useless.  No  contract  can  now  be 
made  with  them,,  except  such  as  shall  be  negotiated  before 
the  time  of  offering  or  afterwards,  and  the  power  of  the 
Postmaster  General  to  pay  them  high  prices  is,  practically, 
without  limitation.  It  would  be  a  relief  to  him,  and  no 
doubt  would  conduce  to  the  public  interest,  to  prescribe  by 
law  some  equitable  basis  upon  which  such  contracts  shall 
rest,  and  restrict  him  by  a  fixed  rule  of  allowance.  Under 
a  liberal  act  of  that  sort,  he  would  undoubtedly  be  able  to 
secure  the  services  of  most  of  the  railroad  companies,  and 
the  interest  of  the  Department  would  be  thus  advanced. 

Tlic  correspondence  between  the  people  of  the  United 
States  and  the  European  nations,  and  particularly  with  the 
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British  islands,  has  become  very  extensive,  and  requires 
the  interposition  of  Congress  to  give  it  security.  No  ob- 
stacle is  perceived  lo  an  interchange  of  mails  between  New 
York  and  Liverpool,  or  other  foreign  ports,  as  proposed  by 
the  Postmaster  General.  On  the  contrary,  it  promises,  by 
the  security  it  will  afford,  to  facilitate  commercial  transac- 
tions, and  give  rise  to  an  enlarged  intercourse  among  the 
people  of  different  nations,  which  cannot  but  have  a  happy 
effect.  Through  the  city  of  New  York  most  of  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  Canadas  and  Europe  is  now  car- 
ried on,  and  urgent  representations  have  been  received  from 
the  haad  of  the  Provincial  Post  Office,  asking  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  United  States  to  guard  it  from  the  accidents 
and  losses  to  which  it  is  now  subjected.  Some  legislation 
app^rs  to  be  called  for,  as  well  by  our  own  interest  as  by 
comity  to  the  adjoining  British  Provinces. 

The  expediency  of  providing  a  fire-proof  building  for 
the  important  books  and  papers  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment is  worthy  of  consideration.  In  the  present  condition 
of  our  Treasury  it  is  neither  necessary  nor  wise  to  leave 
essential  public  interests  exposed  to  so  much  danger,  when 
they  can  so  readily  be  made  secure.  There  are  weighty 
considerations  in  the  location  of  a  new  building  for  Chat 
Department,  in  favor  of  placing  it  near  the  other  Executive 
buildings. 

The  important  subjects  of  a  survey  of  the  coast,  and  the 
manufacture  of  a  standard  of  weights  and  measures  for  the 
different  custom-houses,  have  been  in  progress  for  some 
years,  under  the  general  direction  of  the  Executive,  and 
the  immediate  superintendence  of  a  gentleman  possessing 
high  scientific  attainments.  At  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  making  of  a  set  of  weights  and  measures  for  each 
State  in  the  Union,  was  added  to  the  others  by  a  joint  reso- 
lution. 

The  care  and  correspondence,  as  to  all  these  subjects, 
have  been  devolved  on  the  Treasury  Department  during  the 
last  year.  A  special  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury will  soon  be  communicated  to  Congress,  which  will 
show  what  has  been  accomplished  as  to  the  whole;  the 
number  and  compensation  of  the  persons  now  employed  in 
these  duties,  and  the  progress  expected  to  be  made  during 
the  ensuing  year ;  with  a  copy  of  the  various  correspondence 
deemed  necessary  to  throw  light  on  the  subjects  which  seem 
to' require  additional  legislation.  Claims  have  been  made 
for  retrospective  allowances  in  behalf  of  the  superintendent 
and  some  of  his  assistants,  which  I  did  not  feel  justified  in 
granting ;  other  claims  have  been  made  for  large  increases 
in  compensation,  which,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
several  cases,  I  declined  making  without  the  express  sanc- 
tion of  Congress.  In  order  to  obtain  that  sanction,  the  sub- 
ject was,  at  the  last  session,  on  my  suggestion,  and  by  re- 
quest of  the  immediate  superintendent,  submitted  by  the 
Treasury  Department  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  But  no  legislative  action  hav- 
ing taken  place,  the  early  attention  of  Congress  is  now  in- 
vited to  the  enactment  of  some  expressed  and  detailed  pro* 


visions  in  relation  to  the  various  claims  made  for  the  pajbit, 
and  to  the  compensation  and  allowances  deemed  proper  for 
the  future. 

It  is  further  respectfully  recommended  that,  such  being 
the  inconvenience  of  attention  to  these  duties  by  the  Chief 
Magistrate,  and  such  the  great  pressure  of  business  on  the 
Treasury  Department,  the  general  supervision  of  the  coast 
survey,  and  the  completion  of  the  weights  and  measures,  if 
the  works  are  kept  united,  should  be  devolved  on  a  board  of 
ofiicers  organized  specially  for  that  purpose,  or  on  the  Navy 
Board  attached  to  the  Navy  Department. 

All  my  experience  and  reflection  confirm  the  conviction 
I  have  so  often  expressed  to  Congress  in  favor  of  an  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution  which  will  prevent,  in  any  event, 
the  election  of  the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  devolving  on  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
the  Senate ;  and  I  therefore  beg  leave  again  to  solicit  your 
attention  to  the  subject.  There  were  various  other  sugges- 
tions in  my  last  annual  message  not  acted  upon,  particularly 
that  relating  to  the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  laws  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  that  are  deemed  worthy  of  your  favor- 
able consideration. 

Before  concluding  this  paper,  I  think  it  due  to  the  vari- 
ous executive  departments  to  bear  testimony  to  their  pros- 
perous condition,  and  to  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which 
they  have  been  conducted.  It  has  been  my  aim  to  enforce 
in  all  of  them  a  vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public 
business,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  believe  that  there  is  no 
just  cause  of  complaint  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  creation. 

Having  now  finished  the  observations  deemed  proper  on 
this,  the  last  occasion  I  shall  have  of  communicating  with 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  at  their  meeting,  I  cannot  omit 
an  expression  of  the  gratitude  which  is  due  to  the  great  body 
of  my  fellow-citizens,  in  whose  partiality  and  indulgence  I 
have  found  encouragement  and  support,  in  the  many  difficult 
and  trying  scenes  dbrough  which  it  has  been  my  lot  to  pass 
during  my  public  career.  Though  deeply  sensible  that  my 
exertions  have  not  been  crowned  with  a  success  correspond- 
ing to  the  degree  of  favor  bestowed  upon  me,  I  am  sure 
that  they  will  be  considered  as  having  heeo.  diieoted  by  an 
earnest  desire  to  promote  the  good  of  my  country ;  and  I 
am  consoled  by  (ihe  persuasion  that  whatever  errors  have 
been  committed  will  find  a  corrective  in  the  intelligence  and 
patriotism  of  those  who  will  succeed  us.  All  that  has  oc- 
curred during  my  administration  is  calculated  to  ins|iire  me 
with  increased  confidence  in  the  stability  of  our  instita- 
tions ;  and  should  I  be  spared  to  enter  upon  that  retirement 
which  is  so  suitable  to  my  age  and  infirm  health,  and  so 
much  desired  by  me  in  other  respects,  I  shall  not  cease  to  in- 
voke that  beneficent  Being  to  whose  providence  we  an 
already  so  si^ally  indebted,  for  the  continuance  of  his 
blessings  on  our  beloved  country. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Washington,  5/A  December^  1836. 
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Sialement  of  distribution  of  surplus  revenue  of  $80,000,000  among  the  severed  States,  agreeably  to  the  number  of 
electoral  votes  for  President,  and  according  to  the  constitutional  mode  of  direct  taxation  by  representative  popula- 
tion, and  the  difference  arising  from  those  two  modes  of  distribution,  as  per  census  of  1880. 


Representative 

Electoral 

Share  according 

Share  according 

Difference  in  fa- 

Difference in 

States. 

population. 

vote. 

to  system  of  di- 

to electoral 

vor  of  direct-tax 

favor  of  electo- 

rect taxation. 

vote. 

mode. 

ral-vote  mode. 

Maine, 

399,464 

10 

$999,371 

$1,020,408 

$21,037 

New  Hampshire, 

269,327 

7 

673,813 

714,286 

_ 

40,473 

Massachusetu, 

610,408 

14 

1,527,144 

1,428,671 

$98,573 

Rhode  Island, 

97,192 

4 

243,159 

408,163 

. 

166,004 

Connecticut, 

297,665 

8 

744,711 

816,327 

_ 

71,616 

Vermont, 

280,652 

7 

702,147 

714,286 

_ 

12,189 

New  York,  - 

1,918,678 

42 

4,799,978 

4,286,714 

514,264 

New  Jersey, 

319,921 

8 

800,392 

816,327 

- 

16,936 

Pennsylrania, 

1,348,072 

30 

3,372,662 

3,061,226 

311,437 

Delaware,     - 

76,421 

3 

188,716 

306,122 

- 

117,406 

Maryland,     - 

406,842 

10 

1,016,852 

1,020,408 

- 

6,066 

Virginia, 

1,023,502 

23 

2,560,640 

2,346,939 

213,701 

North  Carolina, 

639,747 

16 

1,600,546 

1,530,612 

69,934 

South  Carolina, 

465,025 

U 

1,138,400 

1,122,449 

15,961 

Georgia, 

429,811 

11 

1,075,819 

1,122,449 

- 

47,180 

Alabama, 

262,607 

7 

666,761 

714,286 

- 

67,686 

Mississippi,  - 

110,357 

4 

276,096 

408,163 

- 

182,067 

Louisiana,    - 

171,904 

6 

430,076 

610,204 

- 

80,128 

Tennessee,   - 

625,263 

15 

1,664,300 

1,630,612 

33,697 

Kentucky,    - 

621,832 

16 

1,656,726 

1,630,612 

26,113 

Ohio, 

937,901 

21 

2,346,470 

2,142,868 

208,621 

Indiana, 

343,030 

9 

868,206 

918»368 

- 

60,162 

Illinois, 

157,146 

6 

30.3,164 

510,204 

- 

117,050 

Missouri, 

190,419 

4 

326,288 

408,163 

- 

81,876 

Arkansas,     - 

28,567 

3 

71,446 

306,122 

- 

234,677 

Michigan,     - 

31,625 

3 

79,121 

306,122 

- 

227,001 

11,991,168 

294 

$30,000,000 

$30,000,000 

$1,486,291 

$1,486,291 

REPORT  OF   THE    SECRETARY   OF    WAR   AD 
INTERIM. 

Dbpabtmewt  of  War, 

December  3,  1836. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  directions,  I  have  the 
honor  to  lay  before  you  the  usual  annual  reports  of  the 
several  divisions  of  this  Department,  and  to  subftiit,  for 
your  consideration,  a  summary  'of  the  contents  of  those 
documents,  together  with  such  additional  statements  and 
suggestions  as  seemed  to  me  to  be  required  by  the  present 
condition  and  necessities  of  the  public  service. 
I.  The  Army. 

1.  Organization  and  force. — It  appears,  from  there- 
port  of  Major  General  Macomb,  and  the  tables  annexed 
to  it,  that  Uie  regular  army  of  the  United  States  consists  of 
648  commissioned  officers,  and  7,310  non  commissioned 
officers,  musicians,  artificers,  and  privates ;  making  an  ag' 
gregate  of  7,958,  organized  as  follows:  General  Staff  14, 
viz.,  one  major  general  commanding ;  two  brigadier  gener- 
als, each  commanding  one  of  the  two  military  districts  into 
which  the  United  States  are  divided  ;  one  adjutant  general ; 
two  inspectors  general;  one  quartermaster  general,  and 
four  quartermasters ;  and  one  commissary  general  of  sub- 
sistence, and  two  commissaries;  Pay  department  18,  viz., 
one  paymaster  general  and  seventeen  paymasters ;  Medical 
department  76,  viz.,  one  surgeon  general,  fifteen  surgeons, 
and  sixty  assistant  surgeons;  Purchasing  department  3, 
viz.,  one  commissary  general  of  purchases  and  two  military 


storekeepers ;  corps  of  Engineers  22 ;  Topographical  Engi- 
neers 10 ;  Ordnance  department  (including  294  non-com- 
missioned ofi[icerB  and  enlisted  men)  308 ;  two  regiments 
of  dragoons,  each  containing  ten  companies  of  sixty  pri- 
vates each ;  four  regiments  of  artillery,  each  containing  nine 
companies  of  forty-two  privates  each ;  and  seven  regiments 
of  infantry,  each  containing  ten  companies  of  forty-two 
privates  each. 

The  present  actual  force  of  the  regular  army,  according 
to  the  last  general  return,  is  6,283;  but  it  also  appears 
from  that  return,  that  after  making  the  necessary  deduc- 
tions for  sickness,  and  other  circumstances,  the  available 
force  for  service  in  the  field,  at  the  latest  dates,  was  4,282. 

The  difference  between  the  actual  force  (6,283)  and  the 
force  allowed  by  law  (7,958)  is  1,320,  and  is  occasioned  by 
the  fact,  that  only  360  recruits  have  yet  been  obtained  for 
the  new  regiment  of  dragoons  authorized  by  the  act  of  the 
last  session,  and  by  the  vacancies  caused  by  expiration  of 
service  and  other  casualties  in  the  other  regiments. 

2.  Distribution  and  present  position  of  the  troops. — The 
Eastern  department,  under  the  rx)mmand  of  Major  General 
Scott,  includes  thiity  posts,  from  twenty  of  which  the 
troops  have  been  mostly  withdrawn  for  service  in  the  Creek 
country  and  in  Florida.  The  whole  number  of  officers  of 
the  line  and  men  at  the  several  stations  in  the  Eastern  de- 
partment, including  absentees,  is  therefore  now  only  1, 124. 
Of  that  number  113  are  at  Fort  Winnebago,  114  at  Fort 
Brady,  105  at  Fort  Mackinac,  149  at  Fort  Howard,  67  at 
Fort  Dearborn,  122  at  Fort  Gratiot;  all  which  posts  are  on 
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the  Northwestern  frontier,  or  in  that  vicinity,  and  the  re- 
mainder at  poets  in  the  Atlantic  States. 

The  Western  department,  under  the  command  of  Major 
General  Gaines,  now  includes  twenty  posts  and  four  tem- 
porary stations.     Several  of  these  posts  have  also  heen 
Wacuated,  and  the  troops  ordered  to  Florida,  so  that  the 
fwhole  numher  of  officers  of  the  line  and  men  now  sUtion- 
jed  at  them,  including  absentees,  amounts  only  to  2,468. 
J  Of  that  number  233  are  at  Fort  Snclling,  186  at  Fort 
I  Crawford,  321  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  132  at  Port  Gibson, 
168  at  Fort  Towson,  44  at  Fort  Coflfce,  360  at  Fort  Jesup, 
I  and  124  at  a  station  twenty  miles  from  that  place,  147  at 
I  Camp  Sabine,  and  428  at  Camp  Nacogdoches;  all  which 
>Bts  and  stations  are  in  the  Northwest  or  on  or  near  the 
Western  frontier;  136  at  Fort  Mitchell,  Alabama,  and  63 
bit  Fort  CasB,  Tennessee. 

The  regular  force  serving  in  Florida  consists  of  the  four 
regiments  of  artillery,  (five  companies  excepted;)  eight  com- 
panies of  the  fourth  regiment  of  infantry,  one  company  of 
dragoons,  and  a  battalion  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
marines;  making,  in  the  aggregate,  about  two  thousand, 
according  to  the  latest  returns  received  at  the  Adjutant 
General's  office.  After  deducting  the  number  reported 
sick,  and  absentees,  the  efficient  regular  force  for  field 
service  in  Florida  will  not  exceed  fifteen  hundred. 

For  want  of  the  necessary  returns  of  the  volunteers  serv- 
ing in  that  quarter,  the  estimate  of  that  auxiliary  force,  at 
this  time,  is  less  accurate;  but,  from  the  best  data  in  the 
Adjutant  General's  office,  it  may  be  thus  computed:  Ten- 
nessee volunteers,  about  1,200;  Alabama  do.,  300;  Florida 
do.,  250;  and  Washington  city  do.,  69;  amounting  in  all 
to  about  1,800,  besides  seven  hundred  and  thirty  volun- 
teer Creek  Indians  who  have  been  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  arc  now  employed  with  the  army. 
The  whole  active  force,  then,  regular,  volunteer,  and  In- 
dian, now  in  Florida,  is  probably  somewhat  less  than  four 
thousand. 

Besides  the  volunteers  above  mentioned,  there  are  also 
now  employed,  of  Ihat  description  of  force,  361  in  Tennes- 
see, under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Wool;  537 
in  Arkansas,  under  the  command  of  Brigadiar  General  Ar- 
buckle;  and  68  in  Alabama;  making,  when  added  to  those 
serving  in  Florida,  an  aggregate  of  near  2,800. 

8.  MovemerUs  during  the  last  year,  and  now  in  prog- 
ress.— At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  from  this  De- 
partment, several  companies  had  been  placed  in  Florida, 
under  the  commend  of  Brigadier  General  Clinch,  for  the 
purpose  of  restraining  any  hostile  intentions  on  the  part  of 
the  Seminole  Indians,  and  of  enforcing  the  execution  of  the 
treaty  providing  for  their  removal.  It  was  then  hoped  that 
an  open  rupture  would  be  prevented,  and  it  was  confident- 
ly believed  that  the  eleven  companies  actually  in  Florida, 
amounting  to  five  hundred  and  thirty-six  officers  and  men, 
would  be  amply  sufficient,  with  the  reinforcements  then 
tmder  orders,  and  with  such  aid  as  might  be  derived  from 
the  local  militia  and  volunteers,  to  put  down  any  hostile 
attempt  which  might  be  made  by  the  disaffected  portion  of 
the  tribe.  Both  tibese  expectations  were  disappointed,  and 
a  protracted  warfare  ensued,  which  has  not  yet  been  ter- 
minated. 

The  most  important  military  operations  growing  out  of 
this  state  of  things,  are  mentioned  in  the  accompanying  re- 
port of  Major  General  Macomb,  which  brings  down  the 
narrative  of  events  in  Florida  to  the  retirement  of  the  forces 
under  Governor  Call  from  the  Withlacoochee,  in  October 
last  Authentic  intelligence  of  that  event  readied  Uie  De- 
partment on  the  1st  ultimo,  through  the  medium  of  letters 
received  by  some  of  the  bureaus  and  of  officers  direct  from 
Florida.  By  the  same  channels  of  information  it  was  also 
ascertained  that  the  health  of  Governor  Call  had  been  so 
much  impaired  by  sickness  and  fatigue  as  to  make  it  doiibt- 
Inl  whether  he  could  renew  the  campaign  with  the  prompti- 


tude and  energy  demanded  by  the  crisis.  On  the  fourth 
ultimo,  no  report  having  been  received  from  that  ofllcer, 
and  it  being  deemed  necessary  that  the  Department  should 
act,  without  further  delay,  on  the  information  then  in  its 
possession,  despatches  were  sent  by  express  to  Grovemor 
Call  and  to  Major  General  Jesup,  expressing  to  the  former 
the  surprise  and  disappointment  of  the  President  at  the 
failure  of  his  movement,  and  calling  for  an  explanation, 
and  directing  the  latter  to  assume  the  command.  General 
Jesup  was  also  instructed  to  establish  posts  at  or  near  the 
moutii  of  the  Withlacoochee,  at  Fort  King,  and  at  Volusia; 
and  after  taking  the  proper  measures  for  securing,  through 
them,  the  safety  of  die  frontier,  and  for  procuring  sufficient 
and  regular  supplies,  to  concentrate  all  his  disposable  forces, 
and  to  proceed,  without  delay,  to  possess  himself  of  the 
positions  occupied  by  the  Indians,  and  of  the  whole  coun- 
try between  the  Withlacoochee  and  Tampa  bay.  Should 
the  war  thereafter  be  continued,  he  was  then  directed  to 
take  such  advanced  positions  to  the  south  of  Volusia,  and 
to  the  east  and  south  of  Tampa  bay,  as  the  nature  of  the 
country  might  admit,  and  to  push  from  them  such  further 
operations  as  might  be  necessary  to  the  most  speedy  and 
effectual  subjugation  of  the  enemy. 

No  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  the  despatches  of 
the  4th  of  November  has  yet  reached  the  Department;  but 
it  is  known  that  Governor  Call  and  General  Jesup  have 
both  been  very  actively  engaged  in  preparing  for  offensive 
movements,  and  the  latest  intelligence  gives  reason  to  hope 
that  the  objecti  of  the  campaign  will  soon  be  accomplished. 
But  as  these  expectations  may  be  disappointed,  and  as  the 
term  of  service  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  who  compose 
a  very  important  part  of  the  force  serving  in  Florida,  will 
expire  on  the  1st  of  January,  it  has  been  deemed  important 
to  make  provision  for  supplying  their  places,  in  part  at 
least,  from  the  regular  army.  With  this  view  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  second  regiment  of  dragoons  was 
directed,  on  the  26th  ultimo,  to  organize  the  recruits  en- 
listed for  that  corps  into  companies,  and  to  hold  them  in 
readiness  to  be  moved  to  Florida  on  the  shortest  notice. 
It  is  also  expected  that  two  additional  companies  of  artilleiy 
may  be  prepared  for  the  like  purpose  during  the  present 
month.  After  maturing  these  arrangements,  information 
was  received  at  the  Department  that  General  Jesup  had 
recently  called  on  the  Governor  of  Alabama  for  a  battalion, 
and  on  the  Governor  of  Georgia  for  a  regiment  of  volun- 
teers, to  meet  the  contingency  of  a  want  of  force  on  the 
discharge  of  the  Tennessee  brigade.  This  call  has  been 
approved  as  a  proper  precautionary  measure;  but  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  other  troops  now  in  Florida  will  be  suffi- 
cient, especially  when  reinforced  as  above  suggested,  for 
all  available  purposes,  even  should  the  war  be  continued, 
and  that  the  services  of  the  volunteers  last  called  for  may 
therefore  very  soon  be  dispensed  with. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Gencral-in-chief 
for  a  succinct  account  of  the  operations  rendered  necessary 
by  the  hostile  movements  of  the  Creek  Indians.  To  that 
account,  however,  it  is  but  just  to  add  that  the  marine  corps, 
at  a  very  alarming  juncture,  generously  volunteered  their 
services  to  aid  in  suppressing  &ose  hostilities,  and  were  ac- 
cordingly employed  for  that  purpose.  Since  the  termina- 
tion of  their  tour  of  duty  in  the  Creek  country,  they  have 
been  moved  to  Florida,  where  they  now  compose  a  most 
efficient  portion  of  Greneral  Jesup's  force. 

Indications  of  a  mischievous  disposition  having  been  ex- 
hibited by  the  Winnebagoes  and  other  tribes  in  the  North- 
west, some  movements  of  troops  in  the  Upper  Mississippi 
were  had  in  the  months  of  July  and  August  last,  which 
produced  the  desired  effect  of  awing  them  into  quietness. 

The  movements  of  the  forces  under  the  personal  com- 
mand of  Mijor  General  Gaines,  on  the  western  frontien  of 
Louisiana  and  Arkansas,  are  sufficiently  stated  in  the  re- 
port of  the  General-in-chief.     General  Gaines  has  recently 
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been  relieyed  of  this  command  by  Brigadier  General  Ar- 
backle»  who  was  instructed,  under  date  of  the  10th  of  Oc- 
tober lasty  to  make  a  full  report  of  the  condition  of  things 
in  that  quarter.  He  was  also  particularly  advised  that, 
under  the  instructions  previously  given  to  General  Gaines, 
that  officer  was  not  to  advance  into  the  territory  claimed  by 
Mexico;  and  if  he  should  have  advanced,  was  to  retire,  un- 
less the  Indians  were  actually  engaged  in  hostilities  against 
the  United  States,  or  unless  he  had  undoubted  evidence 
that  such  hostilities  were  intended  and  were  actually  in  prep- 
aration within  that  territory.  On  the  1 1th  ultimo  a  com- 
munication was  received  from  the  officer  in  command  at 
Camp  Nacogdoches,  giving  an  unfavorable  account  of  the 
health  of  the  troops  at  the  post,  and  stating  that  their  con- 
tinuance there  during  the  wintei:  would  make  it  necessary  to 
construct  barracks  and  quarters  for  their  comfortable  accom- 
modation .  In  consequence  of  this  communication.  Brigadier 
General  Arbuckle  was  instructed,  under  date  of  the  12th 
ultimo,  to  take  all  necessary  measures  to  restore  the  health 
of  the  troops;  and,  in  the  event  of  his  deciding  to  retain 
possession  of  Camp  Nacogdoches,  to  provide  at  that  place 
all  needful  accommodations.  He  was  also  informed  that  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Department,  with  the  limited 
information  then  in  its  possession,  to  give  any  positive 
order  in  regard  to  the  further  occupation  of  the  post.  The 
opinion  was,  however,  expressed,  that  there  seemed  to  be 
no  adequate  cause  for  any  longer  maintaining  a  position  so 
unhealthful  and  inconvenient ;  and  he  was  instructed,  in 
case  he  had  not  already  withdrawn  the  troops,  to  give  the 
requisite  orders  for  that  purpose  immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  that  communication,  unless  he  should  then  have  in  his 
possession  information  satisfying  him  that  the  maintenance 
of  the  post  is  esssential  to  the  protection  of  our  frontiers 
and  to  the  due  execution  of  our  treaty  stipulations,  as  ex- 
plained in  the  previous  instructions  to  Greneral  Gaines  and 
to  himself. 

In  the  month  of  June  last  it  became  necessary  to  call  on 
the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  under  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, for  a  volunteer  force  sufficient  to  put  down  any  hos- 
tile attempt  on  the  part  of  the  disaffected  Cherokees,  and  to 
ensure  the  peaceful  execution  of  the  treaty  then  lately  con- 
cluded with  that  tribe.  The  command  of  the  troope  to  be 
raised  for  this  purpose  was  committed  to  Brigadier  Genera] 
Wooi,  who  immediately  repaired  to  the  Cherokee  country, 
and  is  yet  in  command  there.  The  force  under  him 
amounted,  at  one  time,  to  about  2,450,  but  has  lately  been 
reduced  to  861,  a  number  sufficient,  from  present  appear- 
ances, to  prevent  any  difficulty  in  that  quarter.  Much 
praise  is  due  to  General  Wool  for  the  promptitude  and  zeal 
with  which  he  has  devoted  himself  to  the  execution  of  his 
duties. 

The  whole  number  of  militia  and  volunteers  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  State?,  in  the  various  move- 
ments and  operations  above  mentioned,  appears,  from  the 
rolls  received  in  the  office  uf  the  Adjutant  Greneral,  to  have 
been  about  24,500.  In  the  case  of  the  Tennessee  volun- 
teers, mustered  by  General  Wool,  a  larger  number  appeared 
than  had  been  called  for ;  but  as  they  acted  in  good  faith 
and  under  patriotic  impulses,  and  as  the  commanding  gen- 
eral deemed  it  best  to  receive  them,  it  seems  proper  that 
provision  should  be  made  for  their  pay. 

Legal  provifdon  will  also  be  required  for  the  just  settle- 
ment of  many  of  the  accounts  growing  out  of  the  employ- 
ment of  militia  and  volunteers,  and  for  the  satisfaction  of 
claims  which,  though  equitable,  cannot  be  allowed  by  the 
accounting  officers. 

In  executing  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  28th  of 
May  last,  « to  provide  for  the  payment  of  expenses  incur- 
red, and  suppUes  furnished,  on  account  of  the  militia  or 
voiunteem  received  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  for 
the  defence  of  Florida,"  it  has  been  decided  that  this  sec- 
tion does  not  aathoriie  any  allowance  for  horses  or  other 


property  impressed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
nor  for  any  special  damage  done  to  individuals  or  their  prop- 
erty by  the  troope  of  Uie  United  States,  or  the  enemy. 
Some  of  these  cases  ought,  undoubtedly,  to  be  provided  for 
by  Congress;  and,  perhaps,  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances which  attended  them,  provision  should  be  made  for 
embracing  the  whole. 

In  addition  to  the  movements  now  in  progress,  already 
mentioned,  the  troops  stationed  at  Fort  Dearborn,  Chica- 
go, have  been  ordered  to  proceed  to  Fort  Howard,  and  to 
join  the  garrison  at  that  post,  and  seventy -five  recruits  are 
on  their  way  to  join  the  first  regiment  of  dragoons  at  Fort 
Gibson.  The  public  property  at  Fort  Dearborn  will  remain 
in  charge  of  the  late  commandant  of  the  post. 

4.  General  Staff.^The  reports  of  the  chiefs  of  the  dif- 
ferent staff  departments  exhibit  a  perspicuous  view  of  their 
operations  during  the  past  year. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  communication 
of  the  Adjutant  General,  setting  forth  the  difficulties  which 
have  oeen,  and  are  yet,  experienced  in  various  branches  of 
the  public  service  for  the  want  of  additional  staff  officers. 

The  fiscal  operations  of  the  Quartermaster's  and  Subsist- 
ence departments  have  been  unusually  heavy,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  hostilities  in  which  the  army  has  been  em- 
ployed. It  is  due  to  these  two  important  arms  of  the  ser- 
vice that  1  should  state  that,  from  the  time  when  adequate 
means  were  placed  at  their  disposal  by  Congress,  nothing 
has  been  omitted,  on  their  part,  to  provide  the  necessary 
suppUes  for  the  troops  in  the  field 

The  report  of  the  acting  Quartermaster  General  states 
the  progress  made,  or  rather  the  inability  to  make  progress, 
in  the  construction  of  the  roads  and  other  woiks  with  which 
the  department  is  charged.  It  also  exposes,  in  a  lucid  and 
convincing  manner,  the  utter  insufficiency  of  this  branch  of 
the  service,  as  now  organized  by  law,  to  the  execution  of 
the  duties  committed  to  it. 

The  expenditures  incurred  during  the  past  year  in  the 
emigration  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  will  appear  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  to  whose  office 
that  business  was  transferred  by  a  regulation  made  on  the 
1st  ultimo.  This  change  was  made  from  a  conviction  that 
the  interests  of  the  service  would  be  promoted  by  bringing 
all  matters  belonging  to  any  one  branch  under  the  care  of 
the  bureau  to  which  they  properly  belonged.  The  clerks 
and  messenger,  allowed  by  law,  have  been  transferred  with 
the  business. 

The  complaints  made  in  the  accompanying  papers  as  to 
the  want  of  sufficient  strength  in  the  staff  departments,  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  well  founded. 

The  present  system  seems  to  have  been  framed  upon  the 
principle  of  concentrating  the  business  of  those  dejKirtments 
at  the  seat  of  Government,  and  of  employing  therein  a  very 
small  number  of  officers  commissioned  in  the  staff,  the  defi- 
ciencies being  supplied  by  selections  from  the  lines.  This 
arrangement  is  very  well  adapted  to  a  time  of  profound 
peace,  when  officers  can  be  spared  from  the  line  without 
injury  to  the  service,  when  the  positions  of  the  troops  are 
chiefly  permanent ;  and  when  the  changes  which  occur  are 
made  with  so  much  deliberation  as  to  afford  ample  time  for 
preparing  adequate  means  of  transportation  and  supply. 
But,  when  large  bodies  of  troops,  whose  numbers  and 
movements  may  be  varied  by  unforseen  contingencies,  are 
to  be  supplied  in  the  field,  and  at  a  great  distance  from  the 
seat  of  Government,  the  system  is  worse  than  insuffi- 
cient— ^it  is  the  parent  of  expense,  confusion,  and  delay. 
During  the  time  necessarily  occupied  in  the  transmission  of 
despatches  to,  and  of  instructions  from,  the  War  Depart- 
ment, the  state  of  things  may  be  so  entirely  changed  as  to 
render  the  instructions  inapplicable;  and,  even  if  it  remain 
unaltered,  the  loss  of  time  in  military  operations  is  always 
a  great  evil,  and  sometimes  a  fatal  one.  To  prevent  incon- 
veniences of  this  sort,  it  is  evidently  necessary  that  staff  of* 
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ficers  of  experience  and  rank  should  be  associated  with  the 
eommander,  and,  to  supply  such  associates,  the  sta£f  de- 
partments must  be  enlarged.  On  the  other  hand,  to  make 
the  line  of  the  army  truly  effective,  ot&cen  should  not  be 
taken  for  staff  service  or  other  detached  duties,  in  large 
numbers,  nor  for  long  periods,  from  their  companies.  And 
when,  to  relieve  the  weakness  of  the  staff  on  a  pressing  con- 
tingency, officers  are  selected  from  the  line,  the  difficulty, 
instead  of  being  remedied,  is  only  exchanged  for  a  new, 
and  possibly  a  greater  one.  The  embarrassments  occa- 
sioned by  these  causes,  during  the  operations  of  the  year, 
have  been  of  constant  recurrence,  and  of  the  most  serious 
character. 

5.  Pay  department, — So  far  as  the  regular  army  is 
concerned,  there  is  nothing  in  the  report  of  the  Paymaster 
General  demanding  particular  remark.  His  suggestions  in 
regard  to  the  services  and  responsibilities  of  the  paymasters 
who  have  been,  or  who  may  be,  employed  in  making  pay- 
ments to  militia  and  volunteers,  undoubtedly  demand  the 
attention  of  Congress.  In  order  to  a  clear  understanding 
of  this  subject,  it  should  be  observed  that  after  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  army,  on  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war,  and 
until  the  act  of  July  14,  1832,  the  Secretary  of  War  ap- 
pears, in  several  instances,  to  have  exercised  the  power  of 
making  discretionary  allowances  to  paymasters  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  risks  and  losses  sustained  I^ 
them  in  making  payments  to  militia  and  volunteers.  These 
allowances  were  made  in  the  shape  of  oommimiona  on  the 
money  paid,  and  were  usually  fixed  at  two  and  a  half  per 
cent.  The  only  ground  on  which  such  a  power  could  have 
been  exercised,  was  the  absence  of  any  legislative  provision 
making  it  a  part  of  the  regular  duty  of  the  army  paymasters 
to  make  payments  to  militia  and  volunteers.  But  by  the 
third  section  of  the  act  of  the  14th  of  July,  1632,  it  was 
made  the  duty  of  the  district  paymasters  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  <<in  addition  to  the  payments  requiied  to  be 
made  by  them  to  the  regular  troops,  to  make  payment  to 
all  other  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  when- 
ever required  thereto  by  order  of  the  President."  The  dis- 
cretionary power,  before  possessed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  to  make  an  extra  allowance  for  payments  to  the  mili- 
tia and  volunteers,  was,  as  I  suppose,  taken  away  by  this 
provision;  and  it  was,  doubtless,  in  consequence  of  this 
change  that  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  2(1  of 
March,  1838,  expressly  provided  «*that  the  Secretary  of 
War  be  authorized,  at  his  discretion,  out  of  the  moneys  ap- 
propriated by  this  or  any  former  act,  for  the  payment  of  the 
militia  ordered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  ac- 
cording to  law,  during  the  last  year,  to  allow  and  pay  to 
the  district  paymasters  of  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
employed  in  making  such  payments,  a  commission  on  the 
sums  respectively  paid  by  them,  not  exceeding  one  per 
centum  upon  the  amount." 

The  act  of  the  14th  of  January,  1836,  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  suppression  of  hostilities  ^mmenced  by  the 
Seminole  Indians,  provides  *<  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  to  defray  the  expense  attending  the  sup- 
pression of  hostilities  with  the  Seminole  Indians  in  Flor- 
ida, to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  conformably  to  the  provigions  of  the  act  of  April  6, 
1832,  'making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
army  ;'  "  and  the  same  reference  is  in  effect  made  in  the 
subsequent  acts.  When  the  act  of  the  5th  of  April,  1832, 
thus  referred  to,  was  passed,  the  discretionary  power, 
spoken  of  above,  was  possessed  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  was  exercised  in  the  settlement  of  the  paymaster's  ac- 
counts, under  that  act,  by  tiie  allowance  of  a  commission 
of  two  and  a  half  percent.  In  a  case  of  peculiar  hardship, 
and  of  just  merit,  also,  which  occurred  before  the  resigna- 
tion of  the  late  Secretary  of  War,  the  Paymaster  General, 


under  the  impression  that  the  general  reference  to  the  act  of 
the  SUi  of  April,  1832,  contained  in  the  acts  of  the  last 
session,  included  authority  to  allow  a  per  centage,  recom- 
mended such  an  allowance  to  the  extent  of  one  per  cent. 
The  Secretary  of  War  referred  the  case  to  me,  as  Attorney 
General,  and  called  for  my  opinion  as  to  the  power  of  the 
Department  to  allow  the  proposed  commission.  My  opin- 
ion was,  that  the  discretionary  power  was  taken  away  by 
the  act  of  1832,  above  quoted,  and  also  by  the  act  of  the 
3d  of  March,  1836,  making  additional  appropriations  for 
the  Delaware  breakwater  and  other  works,  and  that  the  in- 
tent to  confer  such  a  power  was  not  sufficiently  i^parentin 
the  general  reference  to  the  act  of  1832,  to  authorize  the 
allowance  applied  for.  But  nB  it  would  seem,  from  the  re- 
port of  the  Paymaster  General,  that  justice  requires  that  ad- 
ditional compensation  should  be  allowed,  I  concur  in  rec- 
ommending a  special  provision,  similar  to  that  inserted  in 
the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1833. 

6.  Medical  department, — ^The  number  of  cases  treated 
by  the  officers  of  the  Medical  department,  during  the  year 
ending  the  30th  of  September  last,  was  14,356,  of  which 
number  only  139  died.  This  result  may  be  well  taken  as 
evidence  of  the  professional  skill  of  the  surgeons  and  assist- 
ant surgeons,  and  of  the  care  with  which  their  duties  are 
performed.  For  other  matters  respecting  this  department, 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Surgecm  General 
ad  interim.  His  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  pay  of 
hospital  stewards,  and  the  repairing  and  erection  of  hos- 
pitals at  the  different  military  posts,  appear  to  me  to  be 
worthy  the  attention  of  Congress. 

7.  Purchasing  department. — ^The  report  of  the  Com- 
missary General  of  Purchases  exhibits  the  several  amounts 
drawn  and  disbursed  for  clothing,  camp  equipage,  &c. 
during  the  present  year,  with  estimates  for  the  like  service 
for  the  year  1837. 

8.  Engineers  and  Topographical  Engineers. — ^There- 
ports  of  the  Chief  Engineer  and  of  the  head  of  the  Topo- 
graphical bureau  exhibit  the  progress  made  during  the  last 
year  upon  the  fortifications  and  other  works  under  their 
care. 

The  failure  during  the  session  of  1834-'6,  of  the  bill 
containing  the  usual  appropriations  for  fortifications,  oc- 
casioned a  suspension  of  those  works  during  &e  year  1830; 
and  though  liberal  appropriations  for  resuming  them  were 
made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  yet  it  unfortunately 
happened  that  the  season  for  active  operations  was  too  far 
advanced,  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  appropriation 
laws,  to  allow  of  much  progress  during  the  present  year. 
Operations  have  been  also  retarded  by  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing laborers,  and  still  more  by  the  insufficiency  of  the 
Engineer  department  to  furnish  an  adequate  number  of 
engineers  to  superintend  the  constructions.  Several  im- 
portant works  authorized  at  the  last  session  have  not  even 
been  commenced;  and  but  little  has  been  done  towards  the 
completion  of  those  previously  undertaken;  The  like  re- 
marks are  applicable  to  the  various  improvements  in  har- 
bors on  the  seaboard  and  lakes,  and  at  the  mouths  and  in 
the  channels  of  navigable  rivers. 

From  the  causes  above  stated,  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
sums  appropriated  by  the  present  Congress  for  the  engi- 
neer and  topographical  service  has  yet  been  expended. 

The  balances  of  those  appropriations  may,  however,  be 
expended  without  any  further  law,  and  measures  will  be 
taken  for  resuming  operations  at  an  early  day,  and  with 
all  practicable  vigor. 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  he 
stated  the  insufficiency  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  and  of 
the  topographical  corps,  to  the  expeditious  and  economical 
performance  of  the  duties  committed  to  them,  and  recom- 
mended their  increase.  His  suggestions  on  this  subject 
were  approved  by  you,  and  the  attention  of  Congress  was 
invited  to  them  in  your  message.     The  propriety  of  such 
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a  measure  is  greatly  strengthened  by  the  present  condition 
of  those  branches  of  the  semce,  and  by  the  delays  and 
embarrassments  occcasioned  by  a  want  of  the  necessary 
force.  In  connexion  with  the  proposed  reorganization  of 
the  topographical  corps,  it  may  well  be  questioned  whe- 
ther the  existing  arrangement  as  to  the  civil  engineers  at- 
tached to  that  corps,  and  the  practice  of  lending  the  topo- 
graphical engineers  to  the  States  and  to  incorporated  com- 
panies, ought  longer  to  be  continued.  In  my  judgment  it 
would  be  better  that  all  the  engineers  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  should  belong  to  one  or  other  of  the 
organized  military  corps.  And  the  information  derived 
from  the  services  of  engineers,  when  employed  by  the 
States,  or  by  companies,  though  useful  in  a  military  point 
of  view,  does  not  seem  to  me  sufficiently  important  to 
counterbalance  the  inconveniences  and  objections  incident 
to  the  practice. 

9.  Ordnance  department, — ^It  appears  from  the  report  of 
the  Colonel  of  Ordnance,  that  $867,570  45  have  been  ex- 
pended and  accounted  for  during  the  first  three  quarters  of 
the  present  year,  being  about  $207,000  more  than  was  ex- 
pended in  the  same  service  during  the  corresponding  quar- 
ters of  the  year  1835.  These  moneys  have  been  expend- 
ed in  the  manufacture,  repair,  and  purchase  of  ordnance, 
ordnance  stores,  small-arms,  and  accoutrements,  and  in 
building  materials,  the  details  of  all  which  will  appear  by 
the  statements  annexed  to  Colonel  Bomford's  report. 

During  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  September,  1836, 
the  sum  of  $220,813  38  was  expended  in  procuring  and 
distributing  artillery,  small -arms,  accoutrements,  dtc. 
under  the  act  of  1808,  for  arming  and  equipping  the  mili- 
tia of  the  States  and  Territories. 

The  munitions  of  war  issued  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  30th  of  September,  1836,  have  been  very  large,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  actual  hostilities  in  which  the  army  has 
been  engaged. 

No  returns  of  lead  made  at  the  United  States  lead  mines 
have  been  delivered  to  the  superintendent  during  the  last 
year,  and  there  yet  remains  due  to  the  United  States,  on 
account  of  rent-lead  which  accrued  prior  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1835,  an  aggregate  of  493,313  pounds.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  refusal  to  account  for  and  to  pay  over  the 
rent  reserved  in  the  leases  mentioned  in  the  last  annual  re- 
port has  become  general,  the  lessees  denying  the  validity  of 
the  laws  under  which  the  leases  were  made,  and  that  suits 
have  been  commenced  against  several  of  the  delinquent!,  but 
are  not  yet  determined.  Colonel  Bomford  recommends  the 
selling  of  the  mineral  lands,  as  the  most  effectual  mode  of 
terminating  difficulties  now  existing  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  inhabitants,  and  of  securing  to  the  United 
States  the  value  of  the  mines. 

Of  the  works  authorized  by  acts  passed  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  and  belonging  to  the  Ordnance  department, 
all  have  been  greatly  delayed,  and  some  entirely  suspend- 
ed, by  the  want  of  the  necessary  officers  to  conduct  tiiem. 
The  interests  of  the  service,  as  well  as  the  just  claims  of 
contractors,  whose  payments  are  frequently  delayed  from 
inability  to  make  the  proper  inspections,  call  loudly  for  an 
increase  of  this  corps. 

10.  PropasedincreoMeinrankandJUeof  artillery  and 
infantry. ^In  compliance  with  the  suggestion  of  General 
Macomb,  and  with  my  own  convictions  of  duty,  I  beg  leave 
to  invite  your  attention  to  a  proposal  for  the  increase  of  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  artillery  and  infantry. 

The  insufficinncy,  in  several  respects,  of  our  present 
military  establishment  has  already  been  noticed.  It  is  the 
greatest  in  the  general  staff  and  the  rank  and  file;  those 
arms  of  the  service  being  much  less  numerous,  in  propor- 
tion, than  the  officers  retained  in  the  line  of  the  army. 
The  object  of  Congress  in  this  arrangement  evidently  was, 
on  the  one  hand,  to  reduce  the  rank  and  file  and  the  gener- 
■1  staff  to  the  lowest  allowable  point;  and  on  the  other,  to 


retain  in  the  line  officers  enough  to  preserve  an  amount  of 
military  knowledge  and  experience  competent  to  the  direc- 
tion of  a  large  effective  force,  whenever  such  a  force  might 
be  required  by  special  emergencies,  or  by  the  permanent 
interests  of  the  country.  This  policy  was  recommended  at 
the  time  of  its  adoption  (1821)  by  the  existence  of  other 
and  more  pressing  claims  on  the  Treasury,  and  by  the 
comparatively  few  calls  then  made  for  active  military  oper- 
ations. In  both  these  respects  our  condition  is  now 
widely  different.  The  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  whilst 
it  gives  us  the  ability  to  attend  to  other  subjects  of  national 
importance,  lays  us  under  new  obligations  to  do  so.  We' 
have  a  mudi  larger  number  of  fortifications  and  other  posttf 
to  be  garrisoned;  and  our  Indian  relations  have  now  reach- 
ed a  point  which  demands  an  effective  military  provision. 

There  are  thirty-two  forts  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  and 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  each  of  which  ought  to  be  garrisoned 
by  a  force  adequate  at  least  to  the  preservation  of  the  pub- 
lic property,  and  to  the  retaining  of  some  knowledge  of 
artillery  practice.  This  will  require,  as  I  understand,  an 
average  of  about  ninety-six  men  to  each  post,  or  about 
three  thousand  in  the  whole.  The  rank  and  file  of  the 
present  regular  army,  supposing  the  new  regiment  of  dra- 
goons to  be  filled,  amounts  in  the  total  to  seven  thousand 
and  sixteen;  from  which  number  a  large  deduction  must 
always  be  made  for  sickness^  arrests,  occasional  absence, 
and  time  lost  in  recruiting  and  marching.  The  effective 
force,  exclusive  of  officers,  which  may  be  relied  on  under 
the  present  arrangement,  can,  therefore,  scarcely  ever  ex- 
ceed six  thousand  men;  a  force  utterly  inadequate  to  the 
necessities  of  the  public  service,  inasmuch  as  it  afibrds, 
after  the  scanty  provision  for  the  seaboard  above  suggest- 
ed, only  about  three  thousand  for  the  interior. 

In  that  part  of  this  report  which  relates  to  Indian  affairs, 
I  shall  have  occasion  to  specify  some  of  the  weighty  rea- 
sons which  make  it  necessary  that  we  should  establish  ad- 
ditional posts  on  our  Western  borders  and  in  the  Indian 
country,  and  that  each  should  be  permanently  garrisoned 
by  a  respectable  force.  We  have  now  in  that  region  six- 
teen posts,  including  three  temporaiy  stations,  the  whole 
of  which  are  now  occupied  by  about  three  thousand  men, 
including  a  regiment  of  Arkansas  volunteers  recently  call- 
ed into  the  service.  All,  probably,  will  agree  that  the 
present  force  at  several  of  the  existing  posts  is  inadequate, 
and  a  deliberate  survey  of  the  immense  field  of  operations, 
and  the  various  interests  involved,  will,  I  think,  lead  to 
the  conclusion  that  this  branch  of  the  service  cannot  safely 
be  left,  for  the  next  five  or  ten  years,  with  a  force  at  any 
time  less  than  from  five  to  seven  thousand  men. 

The  seaboard  may  be  provided  for  in  the  manner  above 
suggested,  and  adequate  protection  may  be  given  to  the 
interior  aiid  to  the  Inditti  oountiy,  1r^  augmenting  the 
number  of  men  in  each  company  of  artillery  and  infantry 
to  one  hundred.  This  would  increase  the  legal  force,  inde- 
pendently of  commissioned  officers  and  non-commissioned 
officers  of  artillery  and  infantry,  to  twelve  thousand  and 
thirty,  from  which  we  might  at  aU  times  expect  to  command 
an  available  force  of  not  more  than  about  ten  thousand  ef- 
fective men.  Two  plans  for  a  similar  increase  in  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  army  were  submitted  to  Congress  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  8th  of  March,  1886, 
and  the  accompanying  communication  of  General  Macomb 
of  the  7th  of  tiiat  month,  both  '6f  which  communications 
were  laid  before  the  Benate  of  the  United  States  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  that  body.  I  refer  to  these 
documents  for  the  details  of  those  plans,  and  for  an  esti- 
mate of  the  expense,  which,  according  to  the  statement 
then  made,  woukl  be,  for  the  increase  above  proposed, 
about  $850,000  per  annum.  Such  an  addition  to  the 
heavy  expenses  of  our  present  establishment  should  un- 
doubtedly be  well  weighed  before  it  is  incurred;  but,  if  we 
may  judge  from  the  experience  of  the  last  few  years,  the 
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measure  is  as  plainly  called  for  on  the  score  of  economy  as 
it  is  by  other  and  more  impressiTe  considerations.  The 
expenses  occasioned  by  the  hostile  aggressions  of  the  Sac 
and  Fox  Indians  in  1 832,  amounted  to  more  than  $3,000,- 
000;  and  the  several  appropriations  for  suppressing  Indian 
hostilities,  made  by  Congress  at  the  last  session,  and 
amounting  to  five  millions  of  dollars,  have  aheady  been 
drawn  from  the  Treasury;  and,  though  a  considerable 
amount  is  yet  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers,  the  whole 
will  be  required  to  meet  expenses  already  incurred. 

If  it  be  one  of  the  first  objects  of  legislation  to  guard 
agaiitft  the  evils  of  war,  then  must  it  be  admitted  that  the 
prevention  of  Indian  hostilities,  so  &r  as  human  foresight 
is  competent  to  that  end,  should  be  the  great  care  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  For,  whilst  our  exposure 
to  such  hostilities  is  imminent,  the  evils  which  attend  them 
are  so  peculiar  and  unmitigated  as  to  bring  on  those  public 
agents  who  may  neglect  to  guard  against  them  the  most 
fearful  respoosibihty.  The  presence  of  an  adequate  mili- 
tary force  at  or  near  each  of  the  points  where  die  Indians 
are  numerous,  is  the  most  effectual,  if  not  the  only  effect- 
ual means  of  security  and  defence.  In  my  judgment, 
such  a  force  cannot  be  furnished  by  our  present  establish* 
ment;  and,  as  neither  militia  nor  volunteers  can  be  em- 
ployed for  permanent  garrisons,  the  object  can  only  be  ef- 
fected by  the  incxease  of  the  regular  army.  I  trust  it  will 
be  provided  for  without  delay. 

11.  Proposed  revision  of  the  pay  of  certain  officers. — 
My  attention  having  been  called,  by  repeated  resignations 
and  other  circumstances,  to  the  pay  of  the  subordinate 
grades,  I  have  looked  into  the  subject  with  some  care,  and 
tiie  result  b  a  decided  conviction  that  the  pay  of  the  sev- 
eral grades  above  that  of  second  lieutenant,  and  below  that 
of  colonel,  ought  to  be  increased;  and  that  a  new  principal 
of  periodical  increase  in  each  g^de  ought  also  to  be  intro- 
duced. 

By  the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  there  is  no  increase  of  the 
fixed  pay  and  emolumeuts,  except  when  the  officer  is  pro- 
moted; and,  as  promotion  in  time  of  peace  is  generally 
very  slow,  officers  may  serve  over  ten  years  in  a  single 
grade,  and,  after  a~  service  of  twenty  or  thirty  years'  may 
still  rise  no  higher  than  a  majority,  or  even  a  captaincy. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  will  occasionally  happen  that  resig- 
nations or  other  causalties  may  produce  numerous  vacan- 
cies, within  a  comparatively  short  period,  in  particular  regi- 
ments, which  may  lead  to  rapid  promotions,  so  that  a  sec- 
ond lieutenant  may,  within  three  or  four  years  after  enter- 
ing the  service,  be  advanced  to  a  captaincy.  To  remedy 
the  inadequacy  of  the  pre»ent  system,  when  promotion  is 
slow,  and  to  prevent  its  inequality,  when  its  movement  in 
particular  regiments  is  rapid,  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  it 
would  be  expedient  and  just  to  introduce  the  additional 
feature  of  increasing  the  pay  after  five  years'  service  in 
any  one  grade,  agreeably  to  the  precedents  established  by 
the  act  of  1834,  in  relation  to  surgeons  and  assistant  sur- 
geons of  the  army,  and  by  the  act  of  1835,  regulating  the 
pay  of  surgeons  in  the  navy. 

Concurrently  with  the  introduction  of  this  principle,  I 
would  also  revise  the  scale  of  pay  and  emoluments,  with  a 
view  to  a  moderate  increase  of  die  difierent  grades  above 
that  of  second  lieutenants,  and  under  that  of  colonel.  I 
think  it  would  be  just  to  allow  to  second  lieutenants,  for 
the  first  five  years  from  the  dates  of  their  commissions,  the 
present  pay  and  emoluments  of  their  grade ;  and  to  diose 
who  have  been  in  commission  over  five  years,  the  present 
pay  and  emoluments  of  the  first  lieutenant;  to  first  lieu- 
tenants, for  the  first  five  years,  the  present  pay  and  emol- 
uments of  a  cfiq>tain ;  and  to  those  who  have  been  com- 
missioued  over  five  yeais,  a  corresponding  increase; 
and,  in  like  manner,  to  provide  for  an  increase  in  the  pay 
of  diose  captains,  majors,  and  lieutenant  colonels,  who 
shall  have  been  in  conmimon  ovrr  five  years— taking  care, 


however,  that  the  increase,  by  means  of  five  years'  service 
in  one  grade,  shall  not  be  more  than  one-half  die  difference 
between  the  first  pay  of  such  grade  and  the  first  pay  of  the 
next  grade.  The  effect  of  this  double  arrangement  for  in- 
crease of  compensation  would  be  to  secure  to  the  officer  the 
certainty  of  an  increase  of  pay,  at  periodical  stages,  corre- 
sponding to  the  probable  increase  in  his  wants,  and  in  the 
value  of  his  services.  But  it  would  not  interfere  with  the 
ancient  and  just  practice  of  increasing  the  pay  of  the  officer 
on  his  advancement  to  a  higher  grade.  When  promotions 
are  slow  the  principle  is  greatly  needed,  and  then  it  would 
apply ;  when  they  are  rapid  it  would  not  be  needed,  and 
would  not  take  place. 

As  the  pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances  now  g^ven  by 
law,  depend  on  the  grade  of  the  officer,  the  corps  to  which 
he  belongs,  and  his  particular  position  and  circumstances, 
the  attempt  to  state  them  in  this  place  would  lead  to  incon- 
venient prolixity ;  and  should  you  think  proper  to  submit 
the  subject  to  Congress,  the  proper  information  can  be  laid 
before  the  committees  of  that  body.  It  is,  however,  de- 
servhig  of  consideration  whether  the  principle  adopted  in 
the  act  of  1835,  regulating  the  pay  of  the  navy,  by  which 
all  allowances  (except  for  travelling  expenses  when  under 
orders)  are  prohibited,  and  a  gross  sum  in  lieu  thereof  ad- 
ded to  the  pay  may  not,  to  some  extent  at  least,  be  advan- 
tageously followed.  The  whole  subject  undoubtedly  de- 
mands revision,  especially  with  a  view  to  retain  in  the  de- 
partments of  engineering  and  other  branches  requiring  sci- 
entific attainments  of  a  high  order,  experienced  and  valua- 
ble officers.  Several  of  that  class  heive  redred  from  the 
army  during  the  year,  induced,  as  I  have  reason  to  sup- 
pose, by  the  inadequacy  of  the  existing  compensation,  and 
the  great  demand  for  their  services  in  civil  life. 

12.  Proposed  increase  of  the  pay  of  privates — land 
bounty  on  re-enlistments, — I  think  it  highly  expedient  that 
the  pay  of  privates  should  also  be  increased.  They  are 
now  allowed,  when  serving  as  cavalry  in  the  regiment  of 
dragoons,  eight  dollars  per  month ;  in  all  other  cases  six 
dollars  per  month.  No  bounty  is  given  except  on  a  second 
enlistment,  which  is  encouraged  by  a  gratuity  of  two 
months'  pay.  In  consequence  of  the  great  increase  in  the 
price  of  labor,  it  has  been  found  difficult,  during  the  last 
year,  to  procure  ablebodied  men  to  supply  the  places  of 
those  soldiers  whose  term  of  service  had  expired ;  and  the 
recruiting  of  the  second  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  to  fill  up 
vacancies  in  the  other  regiments,  goes  on  very  slowly.  I 
submit  whether  it  be  not  advisable  to  increase  the  regular 
pay ;  and  as  the  services  of  an  experienced  and  disciplined 
soldier  are  far  more  valuable  than  those  of  a  new  recruit, 
I  cannot  doubt  the  propriety  of  increasing  the  bounty  on 
re-enlistment.  It  might  be  granted  in  land,  at  less  incon- 
venience to  the  Government  than  if  paid  in  money,  and 
would  probably  be  equally  acceptable  to  the  soldier.  And 
as  the  service  of  the  army,  for  some  years  to  come,  will  be 
chiefly  on  our  Western  fironders^  most  of  the  men,  when 
discharged  in  that  region,  would  probably  find  it  for  their 
interest  to  become  actual  settlers.  The  policy  of  die  Oov- 
emment,  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands, 
would  thus  be  promoted ;  and  the  setders  whom  this  ar- 
rangement would  plant  on  the  frontiers,  would  be  found, 
from  their  military  knowledge,  among  the  meet  usefiil  of 
their  class.  These  objects  might  be  still  further  promoted 
by  giving  an  increased  quantity  of  land  on  the  condition  of 
actual  settlement 

1 3.  Proposal  for  employment  of  chaplains.  -—Some  pro- 
vision, as  It  appears  to  me,  should  be  made  for  securing  to 
the  army  the  services  of  di^lains.  The  act  of  April  12, 
1808,  required  one  chaplain,  with  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  a  major  of  infantiy,  to  be  appointed  to  each  brigade.  This 
provision  was  continued  in  force  until  superseded  by  the 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1815,  fixing  the  miiiUry  peace  es- 
tablishment ;  and  there  is  now  no  authority  for  employing 
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such  an  officer  in  the  army  at  the  public  ezpenae,  except  at 
the  Military  Academy. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  has  wisely  provi- 
ded that  Congress  <*  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  estab- 
lishment of  religion,  or  prolubiting  the  free  exercise  there- 
of;'' but  this  cannot  lessen  the  obligation  of  Congress  to 
furnish  to  th6  officers  and  men  employed  in  the  military 
service,  such  opportunities  of  religious  worship  and  of 
moral  culture  as  may  be  compatible  with  the  appropriate 
duties  of  the  army.  And  when  it  is  considered  Uiat  even 
the  common  soldier  resumes,  sooner  or  later,  the  character 
of  a  citizen,  how  important  does  it  become  that  he  should 
be  shielded  as  much  as  possible  from  the  pernicious  influ- 
ences to  which  a  military  life  is  usually  exposed!  The  en- 
lightening and  tranquillizing  effects  of  a  regular  attendance 
on  public  worship,  and  the  aid  which  a  judicious  and  de- 
voted chaplain  may  give,  in  the  promotion  of  discipline  and 
subordination,  ought  not  to  be  overlooked  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  an  army. 

Since  1815,  the  services  of  chaplains  at  the  fixed  posts 
have  frequently  been  secured  by  voluntary  contributions, 
collected  and  applied,  as  I  understand,  by  the  C4>uncil  of  ad- 
Miinistration.  As  the  officers  composing  that  council  will 
be  enabled  to  consult  the  wiehee  of  the  garrison,  and  are, 
in  other  respects,  better  qualified  to  make  judicious  selec- 
tions for  services  of  this  nature  than  the  authorities  at  the 
seat  of  Government,  I  recommend  the  passage  of  a  law  au- 
thorizing them  to  select  and  employ  chaplains  firom  time  to 
time,  and  giving  to  the  persons  so  employed  the  pay  and 
emoluments  of  such  grade  as  Congress  may  think  proper  to 
prescribe.  To  each  regiment,  when  employed  in  the  field, 
the  like  arrangement  might  be  extended. 

14.  General  condition  of  the  army,  ^c. — The  vacancies 
in  the  rank  and  file  being  numerous,  and  many  officers  of 
the  line  being  engaged  on  detached  service,  or  absent  with 
leave  or  on  furlough,  the  army,  though  in  a  high  state  of 
discipline,  has  not  been  found  in  the  fittest  condition  for  ac- 
tive field  service.  And  notwithstanding  the  successive 
orders  which  have  been  issued,  directing  officers  to  join 
their  regiments,  the  deficiency  in  officers  has  not  yet  been 
supplied — ^many  having  resigned,  and  others  being  so  situ- 
ated, by  reason  of  sickness,  or  other  causes,  as  to  make  a 
suspension  of  the  orders,  in  respect  to  them,  unavoidable. 
These  circumstances,  however,  only  enhance  the  merits  of 
the  officers  and  men,  whether  regulars,  marines,  militia, 
or  volunteers,  who  have  encountered  the  difficulties,  priva- 
tions, and  perils  of  field  service  on  the  Western  frontier 
and  in  the  South.  Several  instances  have  occurred,  during 
the  war  with  the  Seminoles,  in  which  our  troops  have 
nobly  sustained  the  honor  of  the  American  name;  and 
those  who  will  dispassionately  consider  the  events  of  the 
past  year,  will  find,  in  the  services  of  the  army,  many 
strong  claims  on  the  confidence  and  gratitude  of  the  nation. 

The  General-in-chief  has  noticed  in  his  report,  and  in 
appropriate  terms,  the  gallantly  and  good  conduct  of  Brig- 
adier General  Clinch,  who  commanded  in  Florida  on  the 
breaking  out  of  l^pstilities  in  that  quarter.  The  merits 
of  that  officer  were  so  highly  appreciated  by  this  Depart- 
ment, that  his  resignation  was  not  accepted  until  it  had 
been  ascertained  to  have  been  rendered  necessary  by  im- 
portant private  affairs.  In  consequence,  doubtless,  of 
pending  inquiries.  General  Macomb's  report  intimates  no 
opinion  as  to  the  conduct  or  operations  of  any  other  gen- 
eral officer  in  Florida,  or  in  the  Creek  country.  This  for- 
bearance was  manifestly  proper,  and  will  be  imitated  by  the 
Department.  But  it  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  rule  thus 
adopted,  to  express  the  hope  that  it  may  ultimately  appear 
that  nothing  has  occurred  to  justify  permanent  estrange- 
ment between  soldiers  who  trod  together  the  path  of  re- 
nown, nor  to  dim  the  lustre  of  those  honorable  services 
which  each  has  rendered  to  his  country. 

Vol.  XIII— C 


n.     Militia  ahd  Voluittskbs. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that,  within  the  last  year,  no 
less  than  about  24,600  militia  and  volunteers  have  bean 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  As  these 
forces,  when  in  actual  service,  form  a  part  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  such  particulars  concerning  those  em- 
ployed during  the  year,  as  seemed  proper  to  be  noticed  in 
this  report,  have  been  presented  under  the  preceding  head. 

The  defective  organization  of  the  militia  was  noticed  at 
length  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War; 
and  the  outlines  were  suggested  of  a  plan  for  its  improve- 
ment, which  received  your  sanction,  and  was  submitted  to 
Congress  in  the  opening  message  of  the  last  session.  No 
legislative  action  having  been  had  upon  the  subject,  I  deem 
it  my  duty  to  invite  to  it  your  renewed  attention.  If  any 
arguments,  in  addition  to  those  heretofore  urged,  were 
needed  on  this  point,  they  would  be  found  in  the  experi- 
ence of  the  last  year.  Whilst  the  calls  on  the  militia  have 
been  answered  in  a  manner  highly  honorable  to  their  pa- 
triotism, they  have  led  to  new  illustrations  of  their  deficien- 
cies in  organization  and  discipline.  The  matter  has  very 
often  been  presented  to  the  consideration  of  Congress ;  and, 
until  the  constitutional  power  of  organizing,  arming,  and 
disciplining  this  arm  of  national  defence  ^all  have  been 
more  adequately  exercised,  it  will  continue  to  be  a  duty  to 
invoke  their  enlightened  interposition. 

III.       FORTIFICATIOHS,  AbSXITALS,  RoADS,  &C. 

The  present  condition  of  our  fortifications,  arsenals,  and 
other  works  of  public  defence,  will  sufficiently  appear  by 
reference  to  the  accompanying  documents  from  the  Engi- 
neer and  Ordnance  departments ;  and  the  elaborate  and  very 
able  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  7th  of  April  last, 
transmitted  to  the  Senate  with  your  message  of  the  follow- 
ing day,  contains  so  frdl  a  view  of  the  measures  proper  to 
be  taken  for  their  completion  and  urmament,  as  to  make 
any  fiirther  observations  on  that  point  superfluous  in  this 
place.  I  would,  however,  particularly  invite  your  atten- 
tion, and  also  that  of  Congress,  to  the  proposal  contained 
in  that  paper,  and  in  the  last  annual  report,  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  national  foundry  for  cannon,  and  to  the  sug- 
gestions on  the  subject  of  depots  for  arma,  then  also  sub- 
mitted. 

The  reports  of  the  Chief  Engineer  and  of  the  head  of  the 
Topographical  bureau  must  also  be  referred  to,  for  a  suc- 
cinct account  of  the  present  condition  of  the  Cumberland 
and  other  roads,  and  of  the  harbors  and  other  improve- 
ments authorized  by  law. 

IV.  MiuTA&r  AcAnxvT  at  West  Point. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Visiters,  giving  the  results  of 
the  last  annual  examination,  is  well  calculated  to  confirm 
the  favorable  opinion  so  generally  entertained  in  respect 
to  this  institution.  It  also  states  some  facts  wlych,  it  may 
be  hoped,  will  remove  some  of  those  misapprehensions 
which  have  occasionally  prevailed  to  the  prejudice  of  that 
establishment. 

By  the  existing  law,  each  cadet,  on  his  appointment,  is 
required  to  sign  articles,  by  which  he  engages  to  serve  five 
years,  unless  sooner  discharged.  As  four  years  of  this 
term,  by  the  regulations  in  force  since  1819,  are  to  be 
spent  at  the  Academy,  the  engagement  secures  to  die  Uni- 
ted States  only  one  year's  service  after  graduation.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  from  the  report  of  the  Visiters,  that  out  of 
841  g^raduates,  the  total  number  from  the  commencement  of 
the  institution,  only  sixty  five  had  resigned  at  the  end  of 
their  term  of  enlistment.  The  Visiters  also  ascertained  that, 
out  of  the  same  number,  403  still  remained  in  the  army ; 
and  that,  of*  the  others,  fifteen  had  been  kUled  in  battle, 
and  106  had  otherwise  died  in  the  service.  These  facts  il- 
lustrate the  value  of  the  institution  as  one  of  the  effective 
means  of  providing  for  the  national  defence. 

Whilst  it  thus  appears  that  the  public  service  has  not 
been  materially  prejudiced  by  the  early  recignation  of  the 
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graduates,  I  am  yet  inclined  to  think  that  its  interesta 
ahould  be  more  effectually  secured.  In  my  judgment,  the 
engagement  for  service  after  g^raduation,  should  be  consid- 
erably prolonged ;  and  the  graduate  should  be  made  liable 
by  law,  in  case  of  his  discharge,  after  gpraduation  and  short 
of  the  prescribed  term,  for  neglect  of  duty  or  other  miscon- 
duct, to  pay  to  the  Government  an  equivalent  for  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  his  education  and  support.  Such  a  pro- 
vision would  not  only  be  just  in  itself,  but  seems  due  to 
other  considerations.  As  there  is  no  constitutional  author- 
ity to  maintain  the  institution,  except  as  a  part  of  the  mil- 
itary establishments  necessary  to  the  defence  of  the  country, 
it  ^ould  be  so  regulated  as  to  contribute  directly  to  that 
end.  Such,  also,  seems  to  have  been  the  design  of  the  act 
(tf  1612,  in  prescribing  the  articles  above  referred  to. 
There  was  at  that  time  no  prescribed  term  of  study ;  and, 
as  the  position  of  the  cadet,  on  his  entrance,  was  regulated 
by  the  extent  of  his  attainments,  he  might,  and,  as  I  un- 
denrtand,  usually  did,  complete  his  course  in  about  two 
years.  It  was,  therefore,  intended  by  the  framera  of  the 
act  of  1812,  that  a  term  of  army  service  should  be  secured, 
equivalent,  in  some  measure,  to  the  expense  incurred  by 
the  Government.  I  recommend  the  reassertion  of  this 
principle  in  a  new  enactment,  adapted  to  the  changes  aince 
made  in  the  term  of  study. 

The  Board  of  Visiters  having  submitted  various  proposi- 
tions for  the  enlargement  of  the  public  buildings,  and  of  the 
courses  of  instructions,  I  have  deemed  it  due  to  the  subject, 
as  well  as  to  the  high  character  of  the  Board,  to  present 
their  suggestions  to  your  consideration  and  to  that  of  Con- 
gress. They  are  accordingly  embraced  in  the  estimates 
made  by  the  Chief  Engineer,  with  a  single  exception, 
which  could  not  be  submitted  in  that  form.  The  recom- 
mendation thus  excepted  relates  to  the  duties  of  the  chap- 
lain. By  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  14th  of 
April,  1818,  it  is  provided  that  there  shall  be  one  chaplain 
stationed  at  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  who  shall 
also  be  professor  of  geography,  history,  and  ethics.  To 
assist  this  chaplain  in  the  duties  of  his  professorship,  an 
i^ker  of  the  army  has  been  associated  with  him,  and  the 
two  instruct  in  ibe  branches  above  named,  and  also  in 
grammar  and  rhetoric,  and  in  the  elements  of  political  sci- 
ence, including  the  law  of  nations  and  the  constitutional 
law  of  the  United  States.  It  has  been  found  physically 
impossible  for  the  chaplain  to  give  adequate  attention  to  his 
clerical  duties,  and,  with  the  aid  of  one  assistant,  to  instruct 
in  a  suitable  manner  in  the  various  studies  above  named. 
The  consequence  is,  that  the  religious  instruction  of  the 
cadet  receives  less  attention  than  is  commensurate  with  its 
.  importance,  and  with  the  probable  intent  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress. The  Visiters  therefore  recommend,  and  the  sugges- 
tion strikes  me  nB  important,  either  that  the  iunctionB  of 
the  chaplain  be  separated  from  those  of  the  professor,  or 
that  another  assistant  be  provided  to  aid  him  in  the  profes- 
sorship. The  latter  mode  of  relief  may  be  extended  by 
executive  regulation ;  but  the  former  is  deemed  most  appro- 
priate, and  fo^  that  reason  the  interposition  of  Congress  is 
solicited. 

V.  IwDiAX  Affairs. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  here- 
with laid  before  you,  embraces  a  detailed  account  of  Uie  op- 
erations of  his  office  during  the  past  year. 

It  appears  from  that  document,  that,  within  this  period, 
more  than  18,000  Indians,  of  whom  400  were  Seminoles, 
16,900  Creeks,  and  the  remainder  Pottavratamies,  have 
reached  the  west  bank  of  Mississippi,  on  their  way  to  their 
new  homes ;  and  that  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
removal  of  the  residue  of  those  tribes  at  as  eariy  a  day  as 
circumstances  shall  aUow.  The  mere  process  of  removal 
has  been  conducted  with  greater  expedition,  as  much  econ- 
omy, and  as  little  of  suffering  and  privation  to  the  Indians, 
as  in  former  yean ;  but  the  opposition  made  by  the  hostile ' 


portions  of  the  Seminoles  and  Creeks,  already  noticed  un- 
der a  former  head,  has  subjected  the  Government,  in  those 
cases,  to  the  painful  necessity  of  resorting  to  coercive  meas- 
ures, which,  in  respect  to  the  Seminoles,  are  yet  continued. 

The  same  report  also  exhibits  the  progress  made  by  the 
commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Ist  of  July,  1886,  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United  States  '<  to  cause  meas^ 
ures  to  be  taken  for  investigating  certain  alleged  frauds  in 
the  purchase  of  the  reservations  of  the  Creek  Indians,  and 
the  causes  of  their  hostilities."  The  investigations,  thus 
directed,  have  necessarily  suspended  the  action  of  the  Exec- 
utive, on  many  contracts  for  the  sale  of  Creek  reservations, 
and  there  are  also  other  difficulties  in  respect  to  them,  which 
will  probably  require  the  intervention  of  Congress. 

A  commissioner  has  recently  been  appointed  to  certify 
contracts  and  to  take  proof  of  residence,  under  the  treaty 
vrith  the  Choctaws  of  the  27th  of  September,  1830,  and  has 
probably  entered  on  the  duties  assigned  him. 

The  provisions  in  the  treaties  of  1832  and  1834,  with 
the  Chickasaws,  which  are  to  be  carried  into  effect  befoie 
their  removal,  have  been  nearly  completed;  and  an  ar- 
rangement, it  is  hoped,  will  so(m  be  concluded  between 
them  and  the  Choctaws  west  of  the  Mississippi,  for  a  por- 
tion of  the  territory  assigned  to  the  latter. 

Measures  have  been  taken  for  fulfilling  the  engagements 
of  the  United  States  contained  in  the  treaties  with  the  Chip- 
pewas  and  Ottavras,  the  Swan-creek  and  Black-river  bands 
of  the  Chippewas,  and  the  Wyandots,  ratified  at  the  last 
session  of  the  Senate ;  and,  so  far  as  allowed  by  the  short 
time  which  has  since  elapsed,  those  engagements  have  been 
faithfully  executed. 

Immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Cherokees  east  of  the  Mississippi,  the  initiatory  measures 
for  carrying  it  into  effect  were  taken  by  the  Department ; 
and  though  much  retarded  by  various  unforeseen  occur- 
rences, they  are  now  going  on  with  all  the  despatch  of 
which  the  case  is  susceptible.  The  military  movements 
deemed  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  peace,  and  to  the 
enforcement  of  the  treaty,  have  already  been  noticed.  Ef- 
forts have  recently  been  made  by  Mr.  John  Ross,  and  by 
those  of  his  people  of  whom  he  is  understood  to  be  the  lead- 
er, to  excite  opposition  to  the  treaty,  and  to  prevent  iU  ex- 
ecution ;  but  it  is  believed  that  the  steps  taken  by  the  Gov- 
ernment will  be  sufficient  to  counteract  those  efforts.  The 
more  intelligent  part  of  the  Cherokees  are  well  satisfied 
vrith  the  treaty,  and  the  prompt  and  faithful  execution,  on 
our  part,  of  its  very  liberal  provisions,  will  doubtless  secure 
the  good-will  of  the  great  mass  of  the  nation,  and  issue  in 
their  peaceful  establishment  vrith  their  brethren  in  the  West. 

Treaties  have  been  made  vrith  the  Indians  who  have  em- 
igrated from  New  York  to  Green  bay,  for  lands  on  both 
sides  of  Fox  river;  and  with  four  bands  of  Pottawatamies 
residing  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  for  the  extinguishment  of 
their  title  to  the  sections  of  land  reserved  for  them  in  the 
treaties  of  October,  1882.  Negotiations  have  also  been 
commenced  with  the  Indians  of  New  York,  for  the  extin- 
guishment of  their  title  to  lands  in  that  State,  and  for  their 
removal  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi.  With  a  view  to 
the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  the  country  be- 
tween the  State  of  Missouri  and  the  Missouri  river,  negotia- 
tions were  t^ned  with  the  tribes  interested  therein  for  the 
relinquishment  of  their  righ.s;  and  treaties  to  that  effect 
have  already  been  concluded  vrith  the  lovras  and  Sacs  of 
Missouri,  Omahas,  Yancton  and  Santie  Sioux,  and  Ottoes 
and  Missourias.  Measures  have  also  been  taken  for  open- 
ing negotiations  with  the  united  nation  of  Ottawas,  Chip- 
pewas, and  Pottawatamies,  for  an  exchange  of  the  lands 
north  of  the  Missouri  river,  assigned  to  them  by  the  treaty 
of  Chicago  of  1883,  for  lands  south  of  that  river ;  and  vrith 
the  Miamies,  for  a  cession  of  their  lands  in  Indiana. 
The  Commissioner  points  out  several  defecta  in  the  lavrs 
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relative  to  Indian  afiairs,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  remedying 
those  defects,  submits  various  propositions,  to  which  I  beg 
leave  to  call  your  attention,  as  worthy  of  being  presented  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress.  He  also  recommends  the 
removal  of  the  seat  of  the  superintendency  of  Indian  afiairs 
from  St.  Louis  (where  it  is  now  fixed  by  law)  to  Fort 
Leavenworth,  or  some  other  point  on  the  Missouri  river: 
and  the  substitution  of  full  agencies  for  the  present  sub- 
agencies  of  the  Creeks,  Cherokees,  and  Osages,  as  meas- 
ures rendered  necessary  by  the  onerous  nature  of  the  duties 
now  pressing  on  the  incumbents  of  those  offices,  and  by  &e 
great  accessions  recently  made,  and  hereafter  to  be  made, 
to  the  tribes  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

From  the  facts  stated  by  the  Commissioner,  it  would 
seem  that  the  proviso  to  the  act  of  the  8d  of  March,  1835, 
making  appropriations  for  the  Delaware  breakwater,  Ac. 
operates  harshly  on  the  military  officers  in  the  Indian  de- 
partment. I  concur  in  the  propriety  of  asking  from  Con- 
gress, as  an  act  of  justice  to  those  officers,  the  allowance  of 
a  commission  on  disbursements,  as  recommended  by  the 
Commissioner. 

Connected  with  the  general  subject  of  our  Indian  rela- 
tions are  two  measures,  proposed  by  the  Commissioner, 
which  I  deem  of  great  moment.  They  are,  the  organiza- 
tion of  an  efficient  system  for  the  protection  aiid  government 
of  the  Indian  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the 
establishment  of  military  posts  for  the  protection  of  that 
country  and  of  our  own  frontiers,  in  addition  to  those  now 
authorized  by  law. 

These  measures  are  due  to  the  numerous  tribes  whom 
we  have  planted  in  this  extensive  territory,  and  to  the 
pledges  and  encouragements  by  which  they  were  induced 
to  consent  to  a  change  of  residence.  We  may  now  be  said 
to  have  consummated  the  policy  of  emigration,  and  to  have 
entered  on  an  era  full  of  interest  to  both  parties.  It  involves 
the  last  hopes  of  humanity  in  respect  to  the  Indian  tribes; 
and  though,  to  the  United  States,  its  issues  cannot  be 
equally  momentous,  they  yet  deeply  concern  our  prosperity 
and  honor.  It  therefore  behooves  us,  at  this  juncture,  se- 
riously to  examine  Ihe  relations  which  exist  between  the 
United  States  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Indian  country,  to 
look  into  the  duties  which  devolve  on  us,  and  to  mature  a 
system  of  measures  for  their  just  and  constant  execution. 

In  almost  every  treaty  providing  for  the  emigration  of  an 
Indian  tribe,  the  impossibility  of  preserving  it  from  extinc- 
tion if  left  within  the  limits  of  any  of  the  States  or  organ- 
ized Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  thus  exposed  to 
the  advances  of  the  white  population,  is  expressly  recog- 
nised. The  advantages  which  the  tribe  will  derive  from  its 
establishment  in  a  territory  to  be  exclusively  occupied  by 
red  men,  under  the  solemn  guaranties  and  the  paternal  care 
of  the  United  States,  are  uniformly  insisted  on.  In  the 
treaty  with  the  Choctaws  of  the  27th  of  September,  1830, 
the  wish  of  the  tribes  to  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  a  dele- 
gate in  the  Hou«e  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
is  expressly  mentioned;  and  though  not  acceded  to  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  United  States,  yet  they  Insert  it  in 
the  treaty,  <*  that  Congress  may  consider  of  and  decide  the 
application.'' 

In  the  late  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, it  is  expressly  stipulated  '*  that  they  shall  be  entitled 
to  a  delegate  in  the  House  of  Representatives  whenever 
Congress  shall  mak«  provision  for  the  same."  It  is  not  to 
be  doubted  that  the  hopes  thus  held  out  to  these  tribes  had 
an  important  influence  in  determining  them  to  consent  to 
emigrate  to  their  new  homes  in  the  West. 

Although  some  of  the  Indians  have  made  considerable 
advances  in  civilization,  they  all  need  the  guardianship  of 
the  United  States.  To  leave  them  to  the  barbarism  of  their 
own  institutions,  with  the  inadequate  assistance  of  an  agent 
and  the  slight  control  of  the  general  superintendent,  would 
be  imprudent  as  it  regards  ourselves,  and  unjust  towards 


them.  Under  such  a  system,  hostilities  will  frequently 
break  out  between  the  different  tribes,  and  sometimes  be- 
tween them  and  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers,  attended, 
in  both  cases,  by  the  usual  consequences  of  savage  warfare. 
To  fulfil  in  their  true  spirit  the  engagements  into  which  we 
have  entered,  we  must  institute  a  comprehensive  system  of 
guardianship,  adapted  to  the  circumstances  and  wants  of 
the  people,  and  calculated  to  lead  them  gradually  and  safely 
to  the  exercise  of  self-government.  And,  at  as  early  a  day 
as  circumstances  will  allow,  the  expectations  authorized  by 
the  passage  above  quoted  from  the  treaties  with  the  Choc- 
taws and  Cherokees  should  be  fulfilled.  Indeed,  from  the 
facts  stated  by  the  Commissioner,  it  is  scarcelv  to  be  doubt- 
ed that  the  Choctaws  are  already  in  a  condition  ttf  justify 
the  measure.  The  daily  presence  of  a  native  delegate  on 
the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  presenting,  as  occasion  may  require,  to  that  digni- 
fied assembly,  the  interests  of  his  people,  would,  more  than 
any  other  single  act,  attest  to  the  world  and  to  the  Indian 
tribes  the  sincerity  of  our  endeavore  for  their  preservation 
and  happiness.  In  the  successful  issue  of  these  endeavors, 
we  shall  find  a  more  precious  and  durable  accession  to  the 
glory  of  our  country  than  by  any  triumph  we  can  achieve 
in  arts  or  in  arms. 

The  duty  of  planting  a  line  of  posts  near  the  borders  of 
the  Indian  country,  and  of  opening  along  it  a  free  commu- 
nication for  the  passage  of  troops,  has  abeady  been  recog- 
nised by  the  present  Congress,  by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  July, 
1 836,  **  to  provide  for  the  better  protection  of  the  Western 
frontier."  This  law  authorizes  the  President  to  cause  to 
be  opened  a  military  road  from  some  point  upon  the  right 
bank  of  the  Mississippi,  between  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Pe- 
ter's and  the  mouth  of  the  Des  Moines,  to  Red  river;  and 
it  contemplates  the  establishment  of  military  poets  «at  such 
places  along  said  road  as  the  President  may  deem  most 
proper"  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier,  and  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  necessary  communication.  But  this  line  of 
posts,  though  it  will  probably  be  sufficient,  if  well  garri-  / 
soned,  to  protect  our  own  frontier,  will  not  be  all  that  cau- 
tion and  good  faith  will  require.  To  exercise  the  neces- 
sary supervision  over  the  emigrated  Indians,  to  preserve 
peace  among  the  different  tribes,  and  to  protect  them  from 
their  savage  neighbors,  we  must  also  establish  posts  at 
convenient  positions  in  the  interior  of  their  country. 

The  establishment  and  maintenance  of  these  various 
poets  is  due  to  the  emigrated  tribes  for  other  reasons.     By 
the  most  sacred  pledges,  the  territory  in  which  we  have 
planted  them  is  to  be  perpetually  thein ;  the  white  man, 
with  certain  specified  exceptions,  is  not  to  reside  among 
them.     The  pledges  have  been  given  in  the  utmost  sincer- 
ity, and  the  American  people  cannot  but  desire  that  they 
should  be  honorably  redeemed.    Without  a  strong  military 
force — a  force  adequate  to  repress  the  encroachments  of  the  . 
civilized  and  more  powerful  race,   how  can  we  hope  for  ^ 
their  fulfilment  1  In  the  history  of  the  Indian  tribes,  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Mississippi,  and»  indeed,  in  the  history 
of  barbarians  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  when  pressed 
upon  by  a  civilized  population,  we  may  read  the  issue  of 
these  pledges,  unless  we  take  early  and  efficient  measures 
for  their  fulfilment.     The  measures  must  be  such  as  will 
arrest  the  causes  which,  in  all  other  cases,  have  ended  in 
the  extinction  of  the  weaker  race.     The  operation  of  those 
causes  cannot  be  controlled  by  parchment  guaranties,  or 
mere  moral  considerations ;  to  resist  and  counteract  them, 
a  physical  force  must  be  employed,  sufficiently  powerful 
and  vigilant  to  keep  them  constantly  in  check.     To  my  f 
view,  nothing  is  clearer  than  the  ultimate  failure  of  the  i 
great  experiment  we  have  commenced  with  the  emigrated  I 
Indians,  unless  we  'secure  to  them,  by  military  protection,  I 
the  place  and  the  time  for  the  fair  trial  of  that  experiment.  | 
If  we  leave  them  unprotected,  they  will  fade  away  as  other 
tribes  have  faded ;  and  the  process,  as  in  th«ir  cues,  wiU 
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be  diversified  by  the  same  sanguinary  events.  The  only 
difference  will  be,  that,  as  the  Indians  on  our  Western 
frontiers  are  concentrated  in  greater  force  than  has  over  be- 
fore been  known  in  the  history  of  the  race,  their  inroads, 
if  not  more  frequent,  will  probably  be  more  terrible  and 
disastrous  than  any  which  have  yet  occurred. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  emigration  of  the  present 
year  includes  great  numbers  recently  engaged  in  oj)en  hos- 
tilities, and  that,  besides  these,  there  are  probably  many 
others  who  cherish  unfriendly  feelings,  though  never  mani- 
fested in  overt  acts,  is  it  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  they 
will  seize  the  first  favorable  opportunity  to  gratify  the 
strongest  of  savage  passions,  and  to  re-enact  the  scences 
which  have  been  so  recently  exhibited  in  the  South  1  From 
them,  and  from  the  events  yet  passing  before  us,  we  may 
learn  how  much  of  individual  suffering  and  of  national  ca- 
lamity may  be  occasioned  by  even  a  small  Indian  force, 
organized  by  stealth,  and  acting  with  characteristic  quick- 
ness and  ferocity.  If  those  events  shall  only  teach  us  to 
provide,  by  wise  forecast,  against  the  repetition  of  similar 
disasters,  they  will  not  have  been  without  their  use.  It  is 
to  g^aid  against  the  recurrence  of  any  such  event,  as  well 
as  to  fulfil  our  plighted  faith  to  the  tribes  now  settled  in  the 
West,  that  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  enforce,  at  such  length, 
the  views  presented  by  the  CoromisHioner. 
VI.  PsirsioMH,  &c. 

The  sums  paid  to  pension  agents  for  disbumements  du- 
ring the  current  year,  amount  to  two  millions  six  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty  dollars 
and  sixty-six  cents,  viz : 

For  paying  invalid  pensioners       -  -     $276,450  00 

For  paying  revolutionary  pensioners,  under 

the  act  of  March  18,  1818         -  -       675f  1*12  66 

For  paying  pensioners,  under  the  act  of  June 

7,  1832,  including  payments  made  in  135 

cases,  allowed  under  the  act  of  July  4, 

1836  -  -  -  -  1,563,376  00 

For  paying  pensioners,  under  the  act  of  May 

15,  1828  -  -  -  -       137,320  00 

For  paying  claims,  under  the  act  of  July  5, 

1832,  granting  half  pay  to  the  officers  of 

the  Virginia  State  troops  -  -        47,172  00 


$2,699,430  66 


The  particulars  of  which  will  appear  by  the  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions  and  the  accompanying  tables. 

Under  the  act  of  the  4th  of  July  last,  granting  half  pay 
to  widows  and  orphans  in  certain  cases,  four  hundred  and 
thirty-six  claims  have  been  presented,  of  which  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  have  been  admitted  and  twenty-two  re- 
jected. The  remainder  have  not  yet  received  official  de- 
rision. The  payments  already  made  under  this  act  have 
been  from  the  standing  appropriation  mode  by  the  act  of 
June  7,  1 832 ;  but  it  would  seem  to  be  more  appropriate 
that  they  should  be  specially  provided  for,  and  an  estimate 
for  that  purpose  will  accordingly  be  submitted. 

It  is  observed  by  General  Macomb,  and  also  by  the  Com- 
missoner  of  Pensions,  in  their  reports,  that  the  existing 
pension  laws  do  not  extend  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular  array  all  the  benefits  now 
enjoyed  by  the  widows  of  ofiicers  and  soldiers  in  other 
branches  of  the  service.  This  arises  from  the  circumstance 
that  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  4th  of  July  last  is  ex- 
pressly confined  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  persons  who 
served  as  militia  or  volunteers.  I  concur  in  the  suggestion 
that  this  difference  ought  to  be  removed.  The  third  sec- 
tion of  this  law  has  been  construed  to  apply  to  those  widows 
only  whose  husbands  died  before  its  passage.  As  this  con- 
struction, though  demanded  by  the  words  employed,  makes 
a  distinction  in  the  operation  of  the  law  wliich  may  not 
have  been  designed,  it  is,  perhaps,  worthy  of  being  sub- 
ilMtted  to  the  attention  of  Congress. 


It  appears  from  the  accompanying  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Bounty  Land  Office,  that  eight  hundred  and 
seventy  six  claims  for  services  rendci-ed  in  the  revolution- 
ary Wftr,  and  six  hundred  and  ninety -two  for  services  ren- 
dered during  the  last  war,  were  presented  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  30  Ih  of  September  last;  and  that  of  the  for- 
mer, 40,  and  of  the  latter  and  similar  claims  previously 
presented  and  suspended,  128  were  allowed. 

Vll.  Fiscal  CoifCKUKs  of  the  Departmknt. 
To  exhibit,  at  one  view,  a  summary  of  the  various  fiscal 
operations  of  this  Department  during  the  year  1836,  I  havp 
caused  to  be  prepared  the  tabular  6taten;ent,  marked  A, 
hereunto  annexed,  to  which  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  refer. 
It  appears  from  that  document,  that,  on  the  Ist  day  of 
January,  1836,  the  various  sums  then  under  the  control  of 
the  Department,  as  imcxpended  balances  of  former  appro- 
priations, or  by  virtue  of  the  standing  appropriations  made 
by  the  revolutionary-pension  and  claims  acts  of  May  15, 
1828,  June  7,  1832,  and  July  5,  1832,  and  the  acts  of 
April  23,  1808,  and  April  29,  1816,  for  arming  and 
equipping  the  militia,  amounted,  in  the  aggregate,  to 
$6,675,746  12. 

The  estimates  made  by  this  Department  for  the  service 
of  1836,  and  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  by  him  laid  before  Congress  at  the  commencement  of 
the  last  session,  amounted  to  $9,393,282  49;  making  when 
added  to  the  ahovc  sum  of  $5,675,746  12,  an  aggregate  of 
$14,069,028  61,  which  was  all  then  supposed  by  the  De- 
partment to  be  required  for  the  service  pf  1886,  on  account 
of  the  objects  then  authorized  by  law.  But,  iai  consequence 
of  the  military  operations  which  became  necessary  during 
the  session,  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  with  the  Chero- 
kees  and  other  Indian  tribes,  and  the  various  increased  or 
new  expenditures  directed  by  Congress,  there  was  appro* 
priatcd  at  the  last  session,  for  the  service  of  this  Depart- 
ment, an  aggregate  of  $23,242,881  28;  being  an  excess  of 
appropriations  over  the  estimates  of  $14,849,048  78;  and 
making,  when  added  to  the  unexpended  balances  aad  stand- 
ing appropriations  above  mentioned,  the  sum  of  $28,918,- 
077  40,  applicable  to  the  service  of  1836,  and  liable  to  he 
drawn  out  of  the  Treasury  during  the  year,  if  needed,  for 
disbursement;  although  it  was  doubtless  known,  when  the 
appropriations  were  made,  that  in  many  cases  only  )>ortiQns 
thereof  would  be  so  needed  during  the  year. 

During  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  year  1836,  there 
was  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of 
disbursing  officers,  the  aggregate  amount  of  $  1 3, 51 4,4  56  27; 
the  expenditure  of  which,  so  far  as  the  accounts  have  been 
rendered  and  settled,  will  appear  by  the  reports  of  the  sev- 
eral bureaus  and  of  the  accounting  officers,  hereunto  an- 
nexed. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  expenditures  which  will  be  made 
during  the  fourth  quarter  of  1836  will  amount  to  $6,807,- 
626  92.  In  this  sum  ia  included  all  that  remained,  at  the 
end  of  the  third  quarter,  of  the  different  appropriations, 
amounting  to  $5,000,000,  made  during  the  last  session  for 
the  suppression  or  prevention  of  Indian  hostUitiefl.  Indeed, 
those  appropriations  have  already  been  expended,  or  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  disbursing 
officers  for  expenditure. 

Should  the  expenditures  of  the  fourth  quarter  of  1836 
conform  to  the  preceding  estimate,  the  expenditures  of  the 
year  will  have  amounted  to  $20,322,080  19;  and  the  unex- 
pended balance  which  will  remain  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
3 1  St  day  of  December,  1836,  applicable  to  the  service  of 
1837,  will  be  $8,595,994  21;  but  under  the  standing  ap- 
propriations for  pensions,  &c.,  and  for  arming  the  militia, 
above  mentioned,  there  will  also  be  under  the  control  of  the 
Department,  for  the  year  1837,  so  much  as  may  be  requi- 
red for  those  objects. 

The  agg]^egate  of  the  estimates  made  by  this  Department, 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1837,  and  transmitted  to  the  Sec- 
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letary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  included  m  his  general  esti- 
mate to  be  laid  before  Congress,  is  $10,758,481  33;  which, 
if  confirmed  by  the  requisite  appropriations,  will  make, 
when  added  to  the  balance  of  $8,695,994  31,  estimated  to 
remain  in  the  Treasury  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1836, 
an  aggregate  of  $19,351,425  54,  applicable  to  the  senrice 
of  1837;  besides  the  amount  which  may  be  required  from 
the  standmg  appropriations  above  mentioned. 

The  various  bureaus  and  offices  of  the  Department  to 
which  the  sums  making  the  above-mentioned  aggregates 
are  respectively  referrible,  will  appear  by  the  table  annexed, 
marked  A;  and  the  details  of  each  aggregate,  except  those 
of  the  estimates,  will  appear  in  the  documents  from  those 
bureaus  and  from  the  accounting  officers  accompanying  this 
report.  The  details  of  the  estimates  for  1837  are  included 
in  the  statement  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, as  above  mentioned. 

The  estimates  for  the  year  1887  include  only  those  ob- 
jects which  are  authorised  by  existing  laws.  The  estimates 
for  the  Engineer  office,  the  Topographical  bureau,  and  the 
Ordnance  department,  embrace,  in  accordance  with  the 
usual  course  of  legislation,  various  amounts  which,  when 
added  to  the  present  unexpended  balances,  will  constitute, 
in  the  case  of  each  of  those  bureaus,  an  aggregate  amount 
much  larger,  in  all  probability,  than  can  be  actually  ex- 
pended in  the  year  1837. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  estimates  above  mentioned  in- 
clude nothing  for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities,  nor 
for  new  works,  or  any  other  objects  not  already  authorized 
by  law. 

A  further  appropriation  is  immediately  needed  for  the 
suppression  and  prevention  of  Indian  hostilities,  including 
the  maintenance  of  the  volunteers  on  the  Southwestern 
frontier.  The  subject  does  not  admit  of  specific  estimates; 
but  there  is  danger  that  at  least  $1,000,000  will  be  re- 
quired for  this  purpose. 

In  concluding,  I  desire  to  express  my  obligations  to  the 
experienced  and  able  heads  of  die  several  branches  of  the 
Department,  for  the  aid  they  have  given  me  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  this  report.  Having  very  lecently  undertaken  the 
temporary  care  of  the  Department,  and  many  of  its  affiiirs 
being  very  foreign  to  my  ordinary  studies  and  pursuits,  I 
have  had,  in  this  matter  as  well  as  in  others,  constant^  oc- 
casion for  their  assistance.  They  cannot  be  held  responsi- 
ble for  all  the  suggestions  contained  in  this  paper;  but  from 
me,  at  least,  are  justly  entitled  to  this  tribute.  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

^.  F.  BUTLER. 

Secretary  of  War  adinierirf. 

To  the  PBKsisxiffT  of  the  United  States, 

REPORT  OF  THE  MAJOR  GENERAL. 

HsADaVA&TKRS  OP  TftS  ArMT, 

Washingtony  November y  1836. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  jtcting 
Secretary  of  War,  under  date  of  the  9th  of  September  last, 
I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  submit  the  following  state- 
ments and  returns : 

1.  A  report  showing  the  organization  of  the  army,  mark- 
ed A. 

2.  A  general  letum  of  the  army,  marked  B. 

3.  Distribution  of  the  troops  in  the  Eastern  department, 
marked  C. 

4.  Distribution  of  the  troops  in  the  Western  department, 
marked  D. 

5.  Statement  showing  the  number  of  recruits  enlisted  in 
the  array  from  the  Ist  of  January,  1836,  marked  E. 

Since  my  last  annual  report  giving  an  account  of  the 
operations  of  the  army,  the  troops  have  been  variously  en- 
gaged. 


In  consequence  of  the  indisposition  of  the  Seminole  In- 
dians to  comply  with  the  treaty  stipulations  entered  into 
with  the  Grovernment,  in  regard  to  their  emigrating  to  the 
country  west  of  tho  Mississippi  allotted  to  them,  and  the 
hostile  attitude  taken  by  some  of  their  principal  chiefs, 
three  companies  of  artillery  were  ordered,  on  the  24th  of 
November,  1834,  to  TamlMt  bay ;  and  the  company  at  St. 
Augustine  was  at  the  same  time  ordered  to  Fort  King,  then 
garrisoned  by  a  company  of  infantry.  The  same  order  pla- 
ced brevet  Brigadier  General  Clinch  in  command  of  the 
troops  in  Florida.  On  the  1 4th  of  February,  1885,  five 
additional  companies  of  artillery  were  ordered  to  join  the 
command  of  General  Clinch,  in  Florida,  making  the  whole 
force  in  Florida  ten  companies.  On  the  22d  of  October, 
1835,  General  Clinch  was  authorized  to  order  the  two  com- 
panies of  artillery  from  Forts  Wood  and  Pike,  Louisiana, 
to  Florida;  these,  with  the  two  companies  placed  at  his 
disposal  on  the  15th  of  October,  would  increase  hb  com- 
mand to  14  companies.  On  the  9th  December,  1 835,  Gen- 
eral Clinch  was  informed  that  the  Governor  of  Florida  had 
been  requested  to  place  at  his  disposal  such  militia  force  as 
he  might  require.  It  appears  that,  on  the  80th  November, 
1835,  the  regular  force  in  Florida  consisted  of  1 1  compa- 
nies, amounting  to  536  officers  and  men,  and  posted  as  fol- 
lows: 

St.  Augustine,  1  company;  Fort  King,  6  companies; 
Fort  Brooke,  3  companies ;  and  Key  West,  1  company. 

The  four  companies  placed  at  the  disposal  of  General 
Clinch  in  October,  arrived  at  Fort  Brooke  between  the 
27th  of  November  and  28th  of  December. 

On  the  23d  December,  a  detachment  of  110  men,  inclu- 
ding officers,  took  up  the  march  from  Tampa  bay  for  Fort 
King,  to  join  General  Clinch.  On  the  fifth  day,  on  the 
march,  the  detachment  was  attacked  by  aiarge  body  of  In- 
dians, concealed,  and  cut  oS,  with  the  exception  of  one  or 
two  men. 

On  the  29th  December,  General  Clinch,  with  six  com- 
panies of  regular  troops,  amounting  to  about  200  men,  pro- 
ceeded from  Fort  King  towards  the  Withlacoochec,  to  attack 
the  Seminoles,  who  were  in  force  on  the  left  bank  of  that 
river.  In  this  expedition  he  was  joined  by  Governor  Call, 
with  between  400  and  500  volunteers  of  Florida. 

On  the  3 Ist  December,  Greneral  Clinch,  with  the  regu- 
lar troops  under  his  command,  crossed  the  Withlacoochee. 
He  was  here  attacked  by  a  large  body  of  Indians,  and,  after 
a  spirited  engagement,  the  Indians  were  finally  defeated 
and  fled  into  the  hammocks.  In  this  afihir,  it  will  appear 
that  the  regular  troops  bore  the  brunt  of  the  action:  out  of 
the  200  regular  troops  who  crossed  the  river  with  General 
Clinch,  57  were  killed  or  wounded,  including  four  officers. 
Of  the  400  or  500  volunteers  who  had  joined  General 
Clinch  with  a  view  of  aiding  in  subduing  the  Indians,  only 
27  men  and  3  officers  took  part  in  the  action.  Why  so 
many  remained  out  of  the  action  is  not  explained.  Had 
the  same  zeal  and  bravery  been  displayed  by  the  whole 
force  as  was  evinced  by  the  regular  troops,  there  is  little 
doubt  but  that  the  war  would  have  been  terminated  with 
the  battle  of  Withlacoochee. 

As  soon  as  information  of  this  affair  reached  the  War 
Department,  it  was  determined,  lest  the  communication 
with  General  Clinch  might  be  interrupted,  to  call  on  the 
Governor  of  South  Carolina  to  place  at  the  disposal  of 
General  Eustis,  commanding  officer  at  Charleston,  such  a 
force  as  he  might  call  for,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and 
this  officer  was  directed  to  proceed  with  that  force,  together 
with  the  United  States  troops  stationed  at  Charleston  and 
Savannah,  to  St.  Augustine,  thenr«  to  open  a  communica- 
tion with  General  Clinch,  and  co-operate  with  him. 

About  this  time  it  was  intimated  to  the  War  Department 
that  there  was  reason  to  apprehend  that  parties  of  the  Creek 
Indians  might  join  the  Seminoles.  In  consequence  of  this 
intimation,  and  from  the  belief  that  the.  operations  weight 
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become  more  extended.  Major  General  Scott  was  ordered, 
on  the  21st  January,  to  proceed  to  the  theatre  of  hoetilitiee, 
and  there  aasunie  the  command.  He  was  inTested  with 
authority  to  call  on  the  Executives  of  Florida  and  the  ad- 
joining States  for  such  militia  force  as  he  might  deem  ne- 
cessary; at  the  same  time,  six  companies  of  artillery  and 
100  dragoon  recruits,  all  from  the  seaboard,  were  ordered 
to  Florida.  It  was  estimated  that  the  whole  number  of 
regular  troops  in  Florida  and  on  their  way  at  that  time 
amounted  to  1,200,  including  officers. 

While  General  Scott  was  making  his  preparations  for  the 
campaign,  General  Gaines,  who  was  at  Pensacola,  hearing 
of  the  hostile  conduct  of  the  Seminoles,  and  of  Uie  attack 
made  by  them  on  the  detachment  which  marched  from 
Tampa  bay  on  the  23d  of  December,  immediately  proceed- 
ed to  New  Orleans,  and  there,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Governor  of  Louisiana  and  the  citizens  of  that  place,  raised 
a  corps  of  volunteers  of  about  1,000  men,  and  with  the  detach- 
ment of  the  regular  troops  in  that  vicinity,  proceeded  to 
Tampa  bay,  and  thence  marc]|ed  to  Foit  King,  and  from 
Fort  King  to  the  Withlacoochee,  near  to  the  batt-e-ground 
of  General  Clinch,  where  he  encountered  the  Indians. 
Finding  his  provisions  and  ammunition  nearly  consumed, 
he  formed  a  camp,  protected  by  fallen  timber,  and  sent  a 
despatch  to  General  Clinch,  at  Fort  Drane,  for  surplies. 
bi  this  situation,  he  was  relieved  by  the  arrival  of  General 
Clinch  with  provisions^  when  the  whole  force  moved  to 
Fort  Drane,  when  General  Gaines,  in  coni«equence  of  pre- 
vious orders  received  by  him  to  repair  to  the  frontier  of 
Louisiana,  turned  his  command  over  to  General  Clinch, 
and  left  Florida.  About  this  time  General  Scott  reached 
Fort  Drane,  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  the  war  accord- 
ing to  his  plan  of  operations. 

With  a  considerable  force  of  regular  troops  and  volun- 
teers he  marched  into  the  Indian  country,  in  three  divisions, 
one  conducted  by  General  Clinch,  from  Fort  Drane,  one 
by  General  Eustis,  from  Volusia,  and  another  by  Colonel 
Lindsey,  from  Tampa  bay,  concentrating  on  a  point  near 
the  Withlacoochee,  where  the  Indians  were  believed  to  be 
imbodied.  After  a  fruitless  search  for  the  enemy,  the  three 
divisions  finally  concentrated  at  Tampa  bay,  where  find- 
ing the  term  of  service  of  the  volunteers  had  nearly  expir- 
ed, and  the  season  near  at  hand  when,  in  the  opinion  of 
General  Scott,  it  would,  on  account  of  the  insalubrity  of 
the  climate,  be  unsafe  longer  to  keep  the  field,  he  deter- 
mined to  return  with  his  troops  through  the  Indian  coun- 
try bordering  on  the  Withlacoochee,  stUl  with  a  hope  of 
finding  the  Indians  and  bringing  them  to  battle.  But 
again^ling  to  do  so.  General  Scott  ordered  the  volunteers 
to  be  discharged,  and  distributed  the  regulars  in  positions 
proper  to  cover  the  frontier,  and  at  the  same  time  to  give 
repose  to  them  after  the  fiitigues  and  sufferings  of  long  and 
painful  marches.  General  Scott  returned  to  St.  Augustine, 
aud  there  learning  that  hostilities  had  broken  out  among  the 
Creek  Indians  in  Georgia  and  Alabama,  left  Florida  about 
the  21st  of  May,  and  repaired,  according  to  orders  previ- 
ously received  by  him  from  the  War  Department,  to  Co- 
lumbus, in  Georgia.  Not  knowing  whether  General  Scott, 
in  consequence  of  his  ill  health  as  reported  by  him,  would 
be  able  to  take  the  direction  of  affairs  in  the  Creek  country, 
brevet  Major  General  Jeaup  was  in  the  month  of  May  in- 
vested with  the  command,  and  charged  with  the  removal 
of  the  Creeks  to  the  lands  allotted  them  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi. In  order  to  enable  him  to  carry  into  effect  his  in- 
structions, authority  was  given  him  to  call  out  a  suitable 
volunteer  force  from  the  adjoining  States  and  Territory, 
all  the  remaining  troops  on  the  seacoast,  including  the 
marine  corps,  were  placed  at  his  disposal,  making  a  force 
in  regular  troops  of  about  1,500  men,  and  of  volunteers 
9,000.  Generals  Scott  and  Jesup  met  at  Columbus,  and 
there  concerted  and  arranged  the  plan  of  operations.  It 
being  determined  by  the  Executive  to  leave  the  direction  of 


the  Creek  af&irs  in  the  hands  of  General  Jesi:^,  General 
Scott  was,  on  the  28th  day  of  June  last,  recalled,  when  he 
resumed  the  command  of  the  Eastern  department.  Gen- 
eral Jesup,  having  a  competent  force,  caueed  the  hostile 
Creeks  to  submit;  and  having  fulfilled  the  object  of  his  ap- 
pointment, he  discharged  all  the  volunters  except  the  Ten- 
nessee brigade,  amounting  to  about  1,500  mounted  men, 
and  the  regular  troops,  which  he  retained  for  prosecuting 
the  war  against  the  Seminoles,  under  Governor  Call,  of 
Florida,  who  had  been  invested  with  the  command  of  the 
troops  in  Florida,  and  charged  with  the  conduct  of  the  war 
in  that  quarter. 

Whilst  preparations  were  making  for  entering  Florida 
with  additional  troops,  several  handsome  atEun  took  place 
between  the  regulars  and  the  Indians,  in  all  of  which  the 
regular  force  was  successful  against  superior  numbers,  es- 
pecially at  Micanopy  and  Fort  Drane. 

General  Jesup  was  directed  to  assume  the  command  in 
Florida  as  soon  as  he  could  accomplish  his  anrangements 
for  sending  off  the  Creeks  to  the  westward;  but  his  instruc- 
tions, by  some  accident,  did  not  reach  him.  He,  how- 
ever, met  (jK>vemor  Call  at  Tallahassee  in  the  moiith  of 
September,  when  the  Governor  offered  to  resign  to  him  the 
command;  but  as  the  Governor  bad  made  his  arrangements 
for  the  campaign.  General  Jesup  declined  taking  the  com- 
mand, but  entered  into  the  views  of  Governor  Call,  and 
consented  to  act  with  a  body  of  troops  in  aid  thereof. 

On  the  19th  day  of  September,  Governor  Call,  with 
the  Tennessee  mounted  volunteers,  and  about  one  hundred 
and  forty  Florida  militia,  marched  to  Suwannee  Old  Town, 
with  ten  days*  rations.  He  was  met  at  Fort  Drane  by  bre- 
vet Lieutenant  Colonel  Pierce,  of  the  regular  army,  with 
a  supply  of  provisions  for  about  seven  days  more,  and  160 
men  of  the  regular  army,  who  had  been  stationed  at  Ga- 
rey's  ferry.  On  the  receipt  of  this  supply.  Governor  Call 
made  a  forward  movement  to  the  Withlacoochee,  when  his 
advanced  parties  skirmished  with  the  Indians,  but  owing 
to  the  rise  of  the  waters  of  that  river,  it  having  overflowed 
its  banks,  the  troops  were  unable  to  ford  it. 

Governor  Call  finding  his  supplies  of  provisions  short, 
and  having  no  depots  established  in  the  country,  he  was 
obliged  to  retire  Upon  Fort  Drane  with  his  whole  force. 
The  regular  troops,  and  the  friendly  Indians  under  Cap- 
tain Lane,  who  afterwards  joined  him,  he  retained  in  that 
position,  and  sent  the  Tennessee  brigade  to  Garey's  ferry, 
until  he  could  establish  his  depots  of -provisions  more  in 
advance,  and  resume  offensive  operations. 

While  Governor  Call  was  on  his  march  to  the  Withla- 
coochee, General  Jesup  was  using  his  endeavors  to  send 
the  regular  troops,  marines,  and  the  regiment  of  friendly 
Creeks  above  mentioned,  to  Tampa 'bay ;  but,  owing  to 
the  fall  of  the  water  in  the  Appalachicola,  the  transports 
could  not  navigate  that  river  without  great  difiicalty  and  a 
considerable  loss  of  time.  The  friendly  Indians  under  Cap- 
tain Lane,  however,  with  a  small  detachment  of  regular 
troops,  reached  Tampa  about  the  6th  of  October,  and 
proceeded  towards  the  main  body  under  Governor  Call,  and 
having  passed  through  the  Seminole  country,  joined  that 
officer  at  Fort  Drane.  General  Jesup  had  been  in  the  mean 
time  to  Tampa,  but  finding  there  but  few  supplies  and  no 
means  of  transport,  returned  to  St.  Mark's  and  ordered 
from  New  Orleans  the  necessary  supplies  and  equipage, 
and  by  our  last  advices  is  using  his  endeavors  to  get  on  the 
remaining  troops,  consisting  of  the  marine  corps  and  de- 
tachments of  the  regular  army. 

The  troops  on  the  Northwestern  frontier  have  been  in 
motion  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  lakes,  within  the  Wis- 
consin Territory,  with  a  view  of  producing  some  effect  on 
the  Winnebago  and  other  tribes  of  Indians  in  that  quarter, 
said  to  be  disposed  to  be  mischievous,  but  have  resumed 
their  respective  stations.  These  moYements  had  the  de- 
sired effect. 
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In  the  month  of  January  Major  General  Gratnes  was  or- 
dered to  the  western  frontier  of  Louisiana,  to  assume  the 
perM>nal  command  of  all  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
employed  in  any  part  of  the  region  adjoining  the  Mexican 
boundary,  and  in  February,  the  6th  regiment  of  infantry 
was  ordered  from  Jefferson  barracks  to  Fort  Jesup,  a  post 
within  25  miles  of  the  Sabine,  with  a  view  of  protecting 
the  frontier  from  the  incursions  of  the  Indians,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  keep  peace  among  the  Indian  tribal  themselves, 
which  inhabit  tho  adjoining  country. 

Instructions  were  also  given  to  General  Gaines  to  frilfil 
the  treaty  stipulations  entered  into  between  Mexico  and  the 
United  States  in  reference  to  the  Indians  on  the  Western 
frontier,  whether  belonging  to  the  territory  of  the  United 
Stales  or  Mexico,  and  especially  to  maintain  a  strict  neu- 
trality in  regard  to  the  contending  parties  in  Texas. 

From  information  received  by  General  Gaines  that  the 
Indians  meditated  hostilities,  he  conceived  it  his  duty  to 
call  on  the  Executives  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Tennes- 
see, and  Alabama,  for  a  force  consisting  of  three  brigades 
and  one  battalion,  to  aid  him  in  maintaining  peace  on  the 
frontiers,  and  repelling  any  attack  from  the  Indians.  Short- 
ly after,  finding  that  he  had  been  deceived  in  refisrence  to 
the  intentions  of  the  Indians,  he  recalled  his  requisition  for 
militia  on  the  States  above  mentioned,  before  they  could 
be  imbodied. 

At  a  subsequent  period.  General  Gaines  becoming  con- 
vinced that  the  necessity  of  a  military  force  on  the  frontier 
did  actually  exist,  repeated  his  requisition  for  militia,  which 
proceeding  being  disapproved  by  the  President,  they  did 
not  march  to  the  frontiers.  The  General,  however,  as  a 
ptecautionary  measure,  ordered  the  squadron  of  United 
States  dragoons,  and  six  companies  of  the  7th  regiment  of 
infantry  stationed  at  Fort  Gibson,  to  march  to  Fort  Tow- 
son,  on  the  Red  river,  where  they  arrived  about  the  17th 
of  May,  and  finally  pushed  these  corps  in  advance,  as  far 
as  Nacogdoches,  where  they  still  were  at  the  last  reporto 
from  that  place,  dated  in  September.  A  camp  was  also 
formed  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Sabine. 

From  the  reports  received  from  the  commanding  officer 
of  NacogdochiM,  he  is  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  necessity 
lor  the  continuance  of  the  force  at  that  place;  and  from  the 
views  taken  of  the  state  of  affidrs  on  the  Mexican  frontier 
by  the  general  officer  who  has  succeeded  General  Gaines 
in  the  immediate  command  in  that  quarter,  and  the  instruc- 
tions he  has  received,  the  belief  is  entertained  that,  by  this 
time,  the  United  States  troops  at  Nacogdoches  have  been 
withdrawn  and  returned  to  their  respective  stations  within 
our  border. 

By  instructions  from  the  War  Department,  brevet  Brig- 
adier General  Wool  was  directed  to  proceed  to  the  Chero- 
kee countiy,  with  a  view  of  settling  the  difficulties  and  al- 
laying the  excitements  which  prevailed  among  different 
parties  of  that  tribe,  lest  they  should  eventually  lead  to  open 
rupture.  A  competent  force  of  volunteers  was  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  General  Wool  to  check  any  irregularities, 
and  to  maintain  order.  General  Wool  is  still  on  that  duty, 
but  with  a  very  limited  force,  having  brought  matters  to 
such  a  state  as  not  to  require  more  at  present. 

Early  in  the  season.  Inspector  General  Wool  made  a  tour 
along  the  coast,  and  inspected  the  troops  and  arsenals,  and 
reported  favorably  of  their  condition;  but  having  been  or- 
dered to  the  Cherokee  country  to  take  charge  of  afiairs 
there,  as  well  as  the  command  of  a  portion  of  the  volun- 
teers called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  his  inspec- 
tions have  in  consequence  been  limited.  Inspector  Gen- 
eral Croghan  is  now  on  a  tour  of  inspection  up  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  along  the  Western  frontier;  no  report  has,  as  yet, 
been  received  from  him. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  report  to  the  War  Department  the 
insufficiency  of  the  present  military  establishment  for  the 
poipose  of  protecting  the  frontiers,  and  garrisoning  the 


forts  on  the  seacoast,  and  of  performing  the  many  and  ar- 
duous duties  required  of  the  troops.  It  was  proposed  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress  to  increase  the  army  by  aug- 
menting the  rank  and  file,  so  as  to  make  the  whole  number 
ten  thousand  men;  and,  at  the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  I  submitted  a  project  for  that  purpose,  dated  the  7th 
of  March,  1836,  which  was  communicated  to  Congress  by 
him  on  the  following  day,  and  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  r^nr. 

The  regiments  of  artillery  and  in&ntry  have,  since  the' 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  been  placed  on  the  lowest  pos- 
nble  establishment  as  to  rank  and  file,  consistent  with  a 
regard  to  the  preservation  of  military  knowledge  and  dis- 
cipline among  them;  but  for  operations  in  the  face  of  an 
enemy,  the  rank  and  file  were  reduced  too  low  for  any  effi- 
cient service,  a  company  of  artillery  having,  when  full,  only 
forty-eight  rank  and  file,  and  that  of  the  infantry  for^-six. 
Taking  into  consideration  the  short  period  of  enlistment, 
which  is  now  three  years;  the  fatigue  and  exposure  of  the 
troops  when  in  the  field,  which  is  for  the  most  part  in  wil- 
derness countries,  where  there  are  to  be  had  no  other  com- 
forts than  those  they  carry  with  them;  the  diseases  to  which 
they  are  subjected  by  constant  exposure,  especially  in  in- 
salubrious climates,  without  reckoning  the  casualties  of 
war,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  any  company  will  be  able, 
one  month  after  taking  the  field,  to  present,  under  arms, 
more  than  two -thirds  of  its  original  number;  for,  independ- 
ently of  the  casualties  just  alluded  to,  the  soldiers  of  the  reg- 
ular army  are  obliged  to  become  the  drivers  of  the  trains  of 
artillery,  of  provisions,  and  of  other  supplies,  as  well  as  the 
laborers  on  all  occasions  where  labor  for  the  service  is  re- 
quired, as  no  troops  for  these  special  duties  are  provided  by 
law  in  the  American  army  as  are  in  other  services;  and 
experience  has  proved,  wherever  militia  and  volunteers  have 
been  called  into  the  service,  that  these  duties  have  devolved 
on  the  regular  troops.  I  would  then  recommend,  in  order 
to  render  the  army  efficient  and  capable  of  performing  all  the 
duties  required  of  it,  as  well  as  on  the  score  of  economy,  that 
every  company  of  artillery  and  infantry  be  augmented  to 
one  hundred  rank  and  file,  so  that  there  may  always  be  in 
each  regiment  for  duty,  unth  arme,  a  respectable  force. 

I  would  also  respectfully  submit  to  your  consideration  the 
propriety  of  increasing  the  number  of  officers  m  the  Engi- 
neer department,  including  the  topographical  engineers,  in 
the  Ordnance  department,  and  in  the  Quartermaster's  de- 
partment. The  duties  required  of  these  several  staff  de- 
partments have  been  so  extensive  and  multifarious  that  they 
have  not  been  able  to  perform  them  without  the  aid  of  a 
great  number  of  officers  from  the  line  of  the  army,  and  con- 
sequently has  measurably  diminished  the  efficiency  of  the 
regiments  from  which  these  officers  have  been  withdrawn. 
It  would  be  better,  in  my  opinion,  to  provide  at  once  a 
sufficient  number  of  officers  for  the  several  branches  of  the 
service,  and  to  organize  them  into  distinct  corps  or  depart- 
ments, so  that,  being  constantly  employed  on  one  duty,  they 
will  be  better  acquainted  with  that  duty,  and  more  compe- 
tent to  perform  it.  The  chiefs  of  the  several  branches  of 
the  staff  will,  in  their  reports,  indicate  what  is  required  to 
render  their  respective  branches  of  the  service  most  effi- 
cient. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  beg  leave  to  draw  your  attention 
to  the  fact  that  there  ii  no  provision  made  by  law  for  the  wid- 
ows and  orphans  of  the  officers  of  the  regular  army  who  may 
die  in  consequence  of  wounds  or  diseases  contracted  by  expo- 
sure in  the  service;  while  there  is  a  provision  of  that  nature 
for  all  other  descriptions  of  troops,  whether  militia,  rangers, 
sea-fencibles,  or  volunteers,  as  will  appear  by  the  act  of  the 
4th  July,  1836.  There  are  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
several  meritorious  officers  and  soldiers  to  whom  the  exten- 
sion of  the  provisions  of  that  bw  would  be  a  great  relief^ 
and  I  trust  that  you  will  see  the  justice  of  urging  on  Con- 
gress the  application  of  that  law  to  the  members  of  the  reg- 
ular army. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  su*,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  MACOMB, 
Major  General^  commanding  in  chief, 
'    To  the  Hon.  B.  F.  Butlbb, 

Secretary  of  War  ad  interim. 

LETTER  OF  THE  ADJUTANT  GENERAL. 

Adjutant  Gskxral's  Offici;, 
Waehingion,  November  26,  1836. 

Sib  :  The  importance  of  the  subject,  I  trust,  will  justify 
me  in  respectfully  requesting  your  attention  to  the  corre- 
spondence of  your  predecessor,  Mr.  Cass,  with  Mr.  Pres- 
ton and  Mr.  Goldsborough,  of  the  Senate,  and  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  relative  to  the  proposed 
augmentation  of  the  General  Staff,  when  the  new  bill  for 
increasing  the  army  was  under  revision  hi  June  last.  The 
correspondence  referred  to,  and  the  incipient  measures  then 
taken  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  will  be  found  on  the  rec- 
ords of  the  War  office.  As  the  time  and  occasion  for  a 
recurrence  to  this  subject  appear  to  be  proper,  it  may  be 
also  useful  now  briefly  to  advert  to  former  organizations  of 
the  general  staff  of  the  army  ;  since  a  retrospect  to  the  well- 
adjusted  systems,  under  obsolete  laws,  may  serve  to  show 
the  importance  of  the  Adjutant  Generars  department  of  the 
staff  at  former  periods  of  tlie  service,  and  now  aid  in  form- 
ing a  more  just  estimate  of  its  usefulness  and  relative  value. 

After  various  modifications  of  the  general  staff  pending 
the  declaration  of  and  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, the  act  of  March  3,  1813,  provided  for  ohe  adjutant 
and  one  inspector  general  of  the  army,  with  the  rank  of 
brigadier  general,  and  eight  adjutants  general  of  division, 
each  with  the  rank  of  colonel  of  cavalry.  The  duties  of  a 
division  adjutant  general  were  limited  to  the  particular  di- 
vision in  which  he  served,  while  those  of  the  adjutant  and 
inspector  general  extended  to  the  entire  army ;  being  then, 
as  the  adjutant  general  now  is,  stationed  in  Uie  War  office, 
and  then  an  indispensable  functionary  of  that  department 
of  the  Executive  Government.  The  Inspector's  depart- 
ment consisted  of  eight  inspectors  general,  each  with  the 
rank  ef  colonel  of  infantry,  and  sixteen  assistants,  with  the 
rank  of  major.     (See  organization  No.  1  of  the  table.) 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  in  1815,  nearly  the  entire  staff 
of  the  army  was  abolished ;  but  such  were  the  requirements 
of  the  pubUc  service,  that  President  Madison  provisionally 
retained  such  branches  of  the  staff  as  were  deemed  to  be 
indispensably  necessary  for  the  selrvice.  Of  this  provision- 
al staff,  so  retained,  were  the  adjutant  and  inspector  gener- 
al of  the  army,  and  two  adjutants  general  of  division^  each 
of  whom  was  assigned  to  one  moiety  of  the  army  for  duty 
with  the  troop*,  under  the  orders  of  the  respective  com- 
manding generals,  while  the  principal  staff  officer,  with  the 
rank  of  brigadier,  continued  to  discharge  his  important 
functions  in  the  War  office.  The  act  of  April  24,  1816, 
confirmed  the  provisional  arrangement  of  the  President ; 
and  the  staff,  retained  in  virtue  of  his  authority,  was  now 
incorporated  in  the  permanent  peace  establishment.  (See 
organization  No.  2  of  the  table.)  This  organization  of 
the  staff,  under  the  confirmatory  act  of  1816,  was  still  less 
perfect  than  it  should  have  been ;  and,  among  other  improve- 
ments, as  seen  by  the  act  of  the  14th  of  April,  1818,  it  was 
further  completed  by  the  addition  of  another  important  offi- 
cer, that  of  quartermaster  general  of  the  army,  with  the 
rank  of  brigadier ;  and,  like  the  adjutant  and  inspector  gen- 
eral of  the  army,  he  was  also  assigned  to  duty  in  the  War 
oftice.     (See  organization  No.  3  of  the  table.) 

This  efficient  and  harmonious  system,  which  the  expe- 
rience of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  six  years*  subse- 
quent peace,  had  tested  and  matured,  continued  in  success- 
ful operation  until  the  reduction  of  the  army  in  1821,  when 
the  whole  structure  was  greatly  disturbed  and  impaired. 


The  department  of  orders  and  military  correspondence,  of 
inspection,  instruction,  &.C.,  was  reduced,  dismembered, 
and  nearly  broken  up.  The  incumbents  were  all  disband- 
ed, namely,  the  adjutant  and  inspector  general  of  the  army, 
the  two  adjutants  general  of  division,  and  their  four  assist- 
ants ;  and,  in  lieu  of  these,  one  adjutant  general  was  re- 
tained, on  whom  devolved  all  the  duties  of  ^e  central  office 
of  orders  and  military  correspondence  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment, with  the  reduced  rank  of  colonel,  being  the  precise 
grade  of  the  staff  officer  which  had  been  deemed,  formerly, 
to  he  no  more  than  requisite  for  a  single  division  of  the 
army.  *  The  only  staff  officers  of  the  adjutant  and  inspect^ 
or  general*s  department  retained  for  habitual  duties  with  the 
troops  In  the  field,  or  in  garrison,  were  the  division  inspect- 
ors general,  whoso  services  generally  alternate  between  the 
Eastern  and  Western  departments,  a  geographical  arrange- 
ment analogous  to  the  previous  North  and  South  divisions 
of  the  army.  The  four  assistant  inspectors  were  also  dis- 
banded under  the  act. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  public  service  has  suffered, 
and  continues  to  suffer,  for  want  of  an  adequate  staff  for 
service  in  the  field,  and  habitual  duty  with  the  troope. 
This  has  been  demonstrated  in  our  recent  military  opera- 
tions ;  and  the  lamentable  deficiency,  both  in  number  and 
of  the  proper  description  of  staff  officers  at  every  point 
where  troops,  whether  regular  or  militia,  have  been  con- 
centrated, or  been  put  in  motion,  is  too  palpable,  and 
ought  not  to  be  doubted  by  any  whose  duty  it  may  be  to 
know  the  wants  and  understand  the  true  conditbn  of  the 
anny.  The  military  operations  under  Generals  Gaines, 
Scott,  Jesup,  Clinch,  Eustis,  &c.,  and  various  official  re- 
ports, show  the  destitute  state  of  the  service  as  to  the  inad- 
equacy of  the  adjutant  general's,  inspector's,  and  quarter- 
master's departments  of  the  staff  in  the  field.  Like  the 
diseases  of  the  human  body,  which  baffle  the  skill  of  the 
ablest  physician  when  concealed  by  the  timid  patient,  so, 
if  the  wants  of  the  army  be  kept  out  of  view,  or  remedial 
measures  be  unessayed,  then  the  evils  so  long  felt,  and  now 
much  complained  of,  by  officers  of  experience  and  known 
devotion  to  the  public  weal,  can  never  be  cured.  In  order, 
therefore,  to  illustrate  this  subject,  and  with  the  view  to 
spread  some  facts  before  you,  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  from  my  communication  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  dated  the  26th  of  June,  1836  :  "While  at  St.  Au- 
gustine, in  command  of  the  army  in  Florida,  Major  Gen- 
eral Scott  was  without  a  single  officer  for  duty  in  his  per- 
sonal stafi^  no  one  to  act  as  adjutant  general,  or  even  to 
perform  the  duty  of  aid-de-camp.  And,  more  recently,  on 
changing  the  scene  of  his  operations  to  the  Creek  nation, 
that  general  has  been  compelled,  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  to  seize  upon  that  excellent  officer.  Paymaster  Ed- 
mund Kirby^  (who  is  always  ready  and  ever  amongst  the 
first  for  active  service  with  the  troops,)  and  assign  him  to 
the  performance  of  duty  in  almost  every  branch  of  the  staff. 
He  is,  at  the  same  time,  his  adjutant  general,  bis  inspector 
general,  bis  aid-de-camp,  and  has  performed  duty  as  quar- 
termaster and  commissary,  has  mustered  in  and  out  of  ser- 
vice, and  paid  the  militia ;  all  this,  when  the  execution  of 
his  appropriate  duties,  assigned  him  by  the  Paymaster  Gen- 
eral, required  his  presence  elsewhere,  "f  **In  another 
point  of  the  frontier,  the  Southwest,  Major  General  Gaines, 
in  his  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  Camp 
Sabine,  20th  of  April,  writes :  *  At  this  moment  I  know 
not  an  officer  or  soldier  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  to- 
pography  of  this  whole  line  of  frontier,  to  be  able  to  con- 
duct a  single  day's  movement  upon  it,  without  the  risk  of 


*  For  superadded  duties,  see  Adjutant  General's  report 
made  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  April,  1836. 

f  About  tliis  time  (the  month  of  June)  the  aggregate  force 
under  the  orders  of  General  Scott  in  Georgia  and  Alabama 
exceeded  10,000. 
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saf&ring  severely  from  an  enemy  better  acquainted  with 
the  country.' "  **  The  same  distinguished  general,  in  ano- 
ther  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  the  1 0th 
of  May,  states :  <  I  ayail  myseilf  of  the  occasion  to  request 
that  legal  provision  may  be  recommended  by  the  President, 
which  will  enable  me  to  haye  an  assistant  adjutant  gener- 
al and  an  assistant  in^etor  general  permanently  attached 
to  my  staffs  by  which  means  I  should  have,  in  the  appropri- 
ate way,  the  services  of  my  aid-de-camp,  and  be  thereby 
relieved  of  much  of  the  sedentary  labor  of  copying,  and  of 
many  other  duties  such  as  ususliy,  in  all  respectable  armies, 
devolve  upon  aids-de-camp,  but  which  have  long  occupied 
much  of  my  time.'  " 

In  his  communication  to  the  adjutant  general  of  the  17th 
of  October,  1835,  being  then  in  command  of  all  the  troops 
serving  in  Florida,  brevet  Brigadier  General  Clinch  states 
that  « It  is  now  nearly  twelve  months  since  I  was  placed 
in  command  of  the  troops  in  Florida,  during  which  time  I 
have  had  no  staff,  not  even  a  private  with  me,  whose  ser- 
vices I  could  claim,  except  as  a  matter  of  courtesy.  A  colonel 
commanding  a  regiment  has  his  regimental  stal^  to  aid  him 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties;  I,  however,  whilst  assigned 
by  the  g^neral-in-chief  to  an  arduous  and  important  com- 
mand, have  not  even  a  confidential  private  to  copy  my  let- 
ters and  orders."  * 

And  in  his  letter  of  the  16th  of  May,  from  St.  Augustine, 
brevet  Brigadier  General  Eustis  writes  that,  *•  Major  Gen- 
eral Scott  being  still  indisposed,  and  liaving  no  staff  officer 
with  him,  has  directed  me  to  siddress  this  to  you. 

The  like  destitution  of  the  service  is  seen  at  other  points; 
and  the  consequences  are  now  injuriously  felt  by  brevet 
Brigadier  General  Arbuckle,  on  whom  has  devolved  the 
highly  responsible  command  of  the  Southwestern  army,  and 
the  general  direction  of  afiairs  on  the  frontiers  of  Louisiana 
and  Arkansas.  And  that  officer  has  neither  assistant  adju- 
tant general  nor  inspector;  even  an  aid-de  camp,  it  is  sud, 
is  not  allowed  him  by  law. 

To  the  testimony  of  ,the  experienced  officers  above  men- 
tioned I  must  now  add  that  of  my  own,  relative  to  the  cen- 
tral office  of  the  adjutant  general  of  the  army,  pertaining 
to  the  War  office,  and  as  established  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment. And  I  deem  it  useful  to  remark  that,  for  want  of 
the  proper  denomination  of  officers  of  the  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  Greneral's  department  in  the  field — officers  who 
from  habit  and  experience  are  conversant  and  familiar  with 
the  practical  duties  of  this  branch  of  service— no  monthly 
return  of  all  the  forces  serving  in  the  Creek  nation,  or  in 
Florida,  has  been  received  from  any  commanding  general 
of  either  army;  and  the  War  office  is  now  destitute  of  these 
important  returns,  which  are  not  only  now  necessary  for 
present  use,  but  are  also  required  for  the  archives  of  the 
Department. 

To  supply  these  obvious  wants  of  the  service  in  the  de- 
partment of  orders  and  military  correspondence,  to  ensure 
better  aocountabili^  with  reference  to  the  personnel  of  the 
army,  and  of  the  militia  when  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Stales,  the  rendition  of  exact  returns  and  reports  enjoined 
by  the  articles  of  war  and  general  regulations,  and  of  mns- 
tcnrs  and  inspections  of  the  troops,  militia  as  well  as  regu- 
lars, I  respectfully  submit  for  your  consideration  the  ex- 
pediency of  requesting  legal  provision  for  the  appointment 
of  eight  assistant  adjutants  general,  four  of  whom  to  be  of 
the  brevet  rank  of  major,  and  four  of  the  brevet  rank  of 
captain  of  cavalry,  each  with  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
their  respective  cavalry  grades;  provided  that  they  shall  also 
perform  the  duties  of  assistant  inspectors  general,  when  the 
exigencies  of  the  service  may  require.  Even  in  a  state  of 
peace  and  perfect  tranquillity  at  every  point  of  our  widely- 
extended  Western  frontier,  yet  ever  liable  as  these  are  to 
be  disturbed,  the  public  interest  now,  and  at  all  times,  re- 
quires the  habitual  services  of  not  less  than  five  or  six  of 
the  class  of  staff  officers  herein  proposed  to  be  provided  for. 
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Of  this  class,  two  should  always  be  on  duty  with  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  Western  department;  one,  but  pref- 
erably two,  should  serve  under  the  orders  of  the  general 
commanding  the  Eastern  department;  and  the  presence  of 
one,  if  not  two,  with  the  officer,  of  whatever  rank  he  may 
be,  charged  with  the  immediate  command  and  conduct  oif 
affairs  on  the  Southwestern  and  Western  frontiers,  is  in- 
dispensably necessary.  To  ensure  exact  uniformity  and 
regularity  of  official  action  in  the  central  office  of  orders, 
military  correspondence,  and  of  the  initiatory  duties  rela- 
tive to  <<  military  commissions"  in  the  War  Department, 
it  LB  also  necessary  that  one  assistant  adjutant  general,  but 
preferably  two,  should  be  assigned  to  duty  there,  in  lieu 
of  the  two  officers  which  the  necessities  of  the  case,  now, 
and  for  several  years  past,  require  to  be  taken  from  their 
regiments  for  duty  as  acting  assistants  to  the  adjutant 
general  of  the  army. 

As  the  number  of  officers  of  the  line  is  fully  adequate, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  to  furnish  the  offices  necessary  to 
fill  appointments  in  the  staff  which  may  be  clothed  with 
rank  in  the  army,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  4th  section  of  the  <  <  act  for  the  better  organi- 
zation of  the  general  staff  of  the  army,"  approved  March  3d, 
1813,  be  made  applicable  by  law  to  the  assistant  adjutants 
general,  should  authority  for  their  appointment  be  granted 
by  Congress.*  A  recurrence  to  this  salutary  practice, 
adopted  in  time  of  war,  and  continued  until  very  recently, 
will  not  only  best  subserve  the  public  interest  in  every 
military  point  of  view  whatever,  but,  widening  the  field  by 
guarantying  promotion  in  the  line,  would  thereby  enable 
the  Executive  to  make  the  best  selections  for  all  subordi- 
nate staff  appointments.  For,  it  should  not  be  doubted,  if 
subordinate  appointments  in  the  staff  be  only  granted  at 
the  price  of  the  regimental  commission,  the  most  competent^ 
active,  and  aspiring  young  officer,  who  regards  the  army  as 
his  profession,  and  who  looks  forward  to  the  chances  of 
better  advancement  and  higher  rank  in  the  line  than  can  be 
opened  to  him  by  any  staff  organization,  would  reject  un- 
hesitatingly the  boon  at  such  a  sacrifice.  This  is.  no  fic- 
tion, for  the  records  show  that  the  case  has  occurred. 
Again,  if  economy  is  to  be  at  all  regarded,  (and  it  may 
perhaps  be  the  least  considered  in  any  question  of  the  pub- 
lic good,)  the  additional  annual  expense  of  the  assistant 
adjutants  general,  if  taken  from  the  line,  would  only  be 
$7,524,  being  the  difference  of  pay  between  the  grades  in 
the  line  and  the  sta£^  supposing  the  eight  staff  officers 
herein  proposed  to  be  taken  equally  from  tiie  captains  and 
subalterns.  If  these  eight  staff  appointments  be  not  based 
upon  commissions  in  the  line,  then  the  requisite  annual 
appropriation  would  be  $16,100. 

In  affirming  that  the  number  of  officers  of  the  line  is  ad- 
equate to  the  supply  of  staff  appointments  which  may  con- 
fer rank  in  the  army,  the  opinion  should  be  qualified  with 
the  proviso  that  the  employment  of  the  officers  of  the  fine 
away  from  their  regiments  and  companies  should  be  re- 
stricted to  the  military  staff  of  the  army  proper,  and  that 
the  practice  ef  assigning  them  to  any  description  of  busi- 
ness not  congenial  to  ti^e  spirit  and  character  of  military 
duty  proper  be  discontinued.  I  may  here  appropriately 
remark  that,  to  the  long  separation\  of  so  many  officers 
from  the  troops,  and  their  cdnsequent  estrangement  from 
all  military  duty  by  reason  of  their  more  civil  vocations, 
which  gradually  but  surely  allure  them  to  other  pursuits, 
in  the  reasonable  hope  of  better  fortune  than  can  await 
them  in  the  army,  should  they  return  to  it,  may  probably 


•  Vide  table  A  and  "Remarks." 

-[  There  are  instances  of  officers  being  separated  from 
their  companies  for  ten,  twelve,  and  even  fifteen  years,  and 
there  are  also  instances  of  officers  holding  commissions  in 
the  army  for  several  years  who  resigned  without  ever  hav-  . 
ing  joined  or  performed  any  mifitary  duty  with  tiie  army. 
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be  ascribed  as  one  of  the  causes  of  many  of  the  lesignations 
tendered  during  the  present  year.  Of  the  number  of  offi- 
cers absent  in  the  interior  whose  civil  pursuits  may  have 
been  interrupted,  had  they  joined  their  regiments  on  the 
frontiers  when  required  to  do  so  by  recent  orders,  many  re- 
signations were  tendered  ahnost  immediately  on  receiving 
the  order,  and  others  were  forwarded  aUnost  immediately 
after  complying  with  its  first  mandate. 
■  The  right  of  an  officer  to  quit  the  army,  imder  ordinary 
circumstances,  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  his  for- 
tone  and  prospects  in  life,  may  not  be  doubted;  but  the  policy 
of  our  system  (now  beginning  to  be  corrected  by  «  general 
order"  69,  of  October  16)  which  separates  him  for  years 
from  the  Une  of  his  profession,  and  employs  him  on  busi- 
ness which  teaches  him  so  to  rate  the  value  of  his  commis- 
sion as  often  to  throw  it  ap,  when  remanded  to  his  regi- 
ment under  any  requirement  of  the  public  service,  must  be 
admitted  to  be  greatly  at  variance  with  the  true  interest  and 
primary  object  for  which  it  is  presumed  that  the  army  was 
created  and  destined  to  subserve.  And  if  this  system  of 
indiscriminate  and  onerous  detail  of  so  many  officers  for 
business,  which  estranges  them  fit>m  the  line  of  their  pro- 
fessional duties,  be  continued,  the  army  certainly  must  be- 
come less  and  less  efficient  for  active  field  service,  at  any 
crisis  which  may  arise.  In  respectfully  adding,  incidentally, 
these  remarks,  I  speak  as  one  who  looks  only  to  the  effi- 


ciency of  the  army,  with  a  view  to  the  fulfilment,  iit  the 
best  manner,  of  all  the  high  duties  which  it  may  be  suppo- 
sed  to  owe  to  the  republic,  as  an  institution  for  whose  mil- 
itary service  it  was  created,  and  by  which  its  members  have 
been  educated  with  a  view  to  the  national  defence. 

I  respectfully  submit,  herewith,  table  A,  which  may  be 
useful  for  general  reference,  as  it  comprises  a  relative  view 
of  the  three  branches  of  the  general  staff  at  the  several  pe- 
riods of  our  military  history  therein  specified,  to  wit :  1st 
During  the  late  war,  or,  according  to  the  act  of  March  3, 
1813 ;  2d.  After  the  first  years  of  peace,  as  provided  by 
the  act  of  April  24,  1816 ;  Sd.  As  altered  and  increased  by 
the  act  of  April  24,  1818 ;  4th.  As  reduced  and  dLsmemx 
bered  by  the  act  of  March  2,  1821 ;  and,  6th.  As  provided 
for  by  existing  laws. 

My  remarks  rehttive  to  the  proposed  increased  stafi^  it 
will  be  seen,  are,  for  proper  reasons,  restricted  to  the  Ad- 
jutant General's  department,  as  the  wants  in  other  branches 
have  doubtless  been  communicated  by  the  respective  chiefs, 
who  best  underatand  the  description  and  measure  of  all  ne- 
cessary augmentation. 

I  am,  sir,  vrith  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant^ 
R.  JONES, 
Adjutant  General  of  the  Army^ 
*The  Hon.  B.  F.  Butlsk« 

Secretary  of  War. 


TABLE  A. 

«  Tahular  statement  of  the  number  and  rank  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  Adjutant  GeneraPs,  Inspector%  and 
Quartermtuter's  departments  of  the  staff  of  the  army,  having  military  rank  at  the  several  periods  of  the  service 
designated  by  the  acts  authorizing  the  several  organizations. 


Period  of  organiiation, 
and  date  of  act 


Adjutant  General^s  depart- 
ment 


1 

H 

II 

5*8 


Inspector  General's 
department 


Quartermaster  General's  department 


1 
I 


I 


No.  l.^MarehS,  1819 
No.  2.^April24,  1816 
No.  8.— April  14,  1818 
No.  4.^March  2,  1821 
Provided  by  existing  laws 


16 

4 
4 


25 

7 
7 
1 
1 


16 

4 
4 


32 

4 
16 


48 
8 

19 
8 
6 


REMARKS. 

1.  All  the  officers  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspectors'  General  department,  during  the  war  and  after  the  peace,  inclu- 
sive of  March  2,  1821,  when  the  peace  establishment  was  reduced,  held  rank  in  the  army,  except  the  adjutant  and 
inspector  general  of  the  army,  in  virtue  of  commissions  by  brevet.  2.  According  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March 
8,  1813,  Sie  quartermaster  general,  attached  to  the  principal  army,  held  the  brevet  rank,  dec  of  brigadier  genermL 
8.  Of  the  sixteen  colonels  of  the  staff,  of  whom  eight  were  adjutants  general,  and  eight  inspectors  genml  of  division, 
all,  except  three,  were  taken  from  and  held  rank  in  the  line  of  the  army,  cotemporaneously  with  their  commissions  and 
brevet  rank  in  the  staff,  according  to  the  provision  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  «  act  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
general  staff  of  the  army,"  approved  March  3,  1813;  and  the  thirty-two  assistant  adjutants  and  assistant  insptctors 
genera],  having  the  brevet  raxik  of  major,  were  required  by  the  act  to  retain  their  regimental  commissions. 
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REPOKT  OF  THE  ACTING  QUARTERMASTER 
GENERAL. 

QUABTERXASTSB  GxS^XKAl'b  OfFICX, 

Waahingtonf  November  22,  1836. 

Sim :  In  compliance  with  your  preient  order,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Quarter- 
master's department  during  the  first,  second,  and  third 
quarters  of  Uie  present  year;  and,  as  heretofore,  to  make  it 
more  complete,  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  last  year  is  in- 
cluded. 

By  the  last  annual  report,  which  embraced,  in  part,  the 
opemtlons  of  the  third  quarter  of  the  year  1635,  the  balance 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers,  for  which  ac- 
counts had  not  then  been  rendered,  was         ^162, 126  16 


.    To  which  is  to  be  added — 

1st.  Remittances, 
In  the  4th  quarter  of  1835    -  ^220,729  58 
In  the  1st  quarter  of  1836    -     574,296  02 
In  the  2d  quarter  of  1836    -     804,375  62 
In  the  3d  quarter  of  1836    -  1,452,626  50 


2d.  The  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public 
property  become  unfit  for  service  or  no  lon- 
ger required  for  public  use,  and  rents  receiv- 
ed  for  public  grounds  and  buildings  not  re- 
quired for  military  purposes 


3,052,027  72 


19,778  49 


Making  the  total  to  be  accounted  for 


-  3,071,806  21 


Of  which  the  following  sums  have  been  ac- 
counted for : 

Is/.  By  expenditurest  viz  .- 
In  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  quarters  of  1836,  the 

accounts  for  which  were  received  after  the 

date  of  last  annual  report  -  $28,650  90 
In  the  4th  quarter  of  1 835  -  202, 141  26 
In  the  1st  quarter  of  1836  -  446,694  77 
In  the  2d  quarter  of  1836  -  619,615  09 
In  the  3d  quarter  of  1836,  so 

far  as  the  accounts  have 

been  received        -  -    692,766  18 


1,989,868  20 


2d.  By  payments  into  the  Treasury,  and 
warrants  rendered  unavailable  by  the  casual- 
ties of  service,  returned  and  cancelled         -       80,899  30 

Making  the  total  accounted  for  during  the 


fiscal  year 


-  2,070,267  60 


And  leaving  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  dis- 
bursing officers,  to  be  hereafter  accounted 


for,  of 


-  1,001,538  71 


The  outstanding  balance  is  unusually  large,  but  it  will 
be  observed  that  the  fiscal  opemtions  of  the  year  have  ex- 
ceeded three  millions  of  dollars.  It  results,  in  part,  firom 
the  heavy  remittances  which  were  necessarily  made  towards 
the  close  of  the  third  quarter,  the  employment  of  irregular 
agents,  and  the  difficulty  of  rendermg  accounts  promptly 
during  active  operations. 

In  consequence  of  the  want  of  oMcers  for  active  service 
in  the  field,  most  of  the  public  works  under  the  direction  of 
the  department  at  the  date  of  the  last  report  have  been  ne- 
cessarily suspended  during  the  present  year.  But  little 
progress  has,  therefore,  been  made  with  them;  nor  can  they 
be  resumed  or  prosecuted  to  advantage,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, with  the  present  limited  number  of  officers  at 
the  disposal  of  the  department. 

It  became  necessary,  early  in  the  season,  when  opera- 
tions had  JQst  been  commenced^  to  withdraw  from  the  Del- 


aware breakwater  the  officers  charged  with  superintend- 
ing the  construction  of  that  important  work,  and  no  alter- 
native presented  but  to  seek  relief  from  it  altogether.  It 
was,  accordingly,  with  the  sanction  of  your  predecessor, 
transferred  to  the  Engineer  department. 

The  total  amount  of  the  various  appropriations  which 
had  been  made  for  that  object,  prior  to  its  transfer  in  June 
last,  is  $1,530,000  00 

Of  which  there  was  expended  by  the  Navy 

Department,  while  the  work  was  under 

its  direction    -  -        $10,804  36 

And  by  the  Quartermaster's 

department     -  -      1,454,818  61 

Making  the  total  expended  -  $1,465,617  97 

And  leaving  a  balance,  subject  to  the  dispo-     ■ 

sal  of  the  Engineer  dpartment,  of   -  $64,382  03 

The  operations  on.  die  various  roads  in  Arkansas  were 
suspended  in  the  month  of  August;  the  services  of  the  offi- 
cer charged  with  their  superintendence  being  required  at 
one  of  the  military  stations,  in  consequence  of  thee  olleo- 
tion  of  troops  on  the  Sabine  frontier.  Considerable  pro- 
gress, however,  had  been  made  with  these  works  prior  to 
Sieir  suspension,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  balances  of  the 
appropriations  applicable  to  them  had  been  nearly  expended 
before  the  operations  ceased.  I  have  not  deemed  it  my 
duty  to  estimate  for  any  further  appropriations  for  those 
roads.  They  are  chiefly  in  the  interior,  connecting  places 
of  but  little  importance,  and  having  no  relation  to  military 
operations,  may  now,  with  propriety,  it  is  thought,  be  com- 
mitted to  the  superintending  authority  of  the  State. 

A  detachment  of  sixty  men,  detailed  from  the  army,  were 
placed  at  work  in  February  last,  on  the- road  leading  from 
Fort  TowBon  to  the  northern  boundary  line  of  Louisiana. 
The  party  was  withdrawn  in  June,  in  consequence  of  the 
approach  of  the  sickly  season  in  that  country,  but  it  had 
passed  over  eighty-five  miles  of  the  road,  msdring  the  ne- 
cessary repairs,  and  rebuilding  the  bridges  ^ver  the  prin- 
cipal streams.  The  work  vras  probably  resumed  early  in 
the  present  month,  and  will  be  prosecuted  through  the 
season  as  rapidly  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

The  road  from  Fort  Howard,  at  Green  bay,  to  Fort 
Crawford,  at  Prarie  du  Chien,  in  the  Wisconsin  Territory, 
has  been  in  progress  by  the  labor  of  the  troops  during  the 
present  season,  and  has  probably  been  completed  by  this 
time,  as  well  as  the  limited  appropriation  made  for  that 
object  would  authorize.  This  road,  passing  as  it  does  by 
Fort  Winnebago,  and  thus  coxmecting  three  of  our  mili- 
tary poets,  is  deemed  of  high  importance  in  its  relation  to 
the  defence  of  that  frontier,  and  a  further  appropriation  is 
recommended  to  give  it  a  more  perfect  finish,  and  to  keep 
it  in  repair. 

Appropriations  were  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress 
for  continuing  the  improvement  of  several  rivers  in  Florida, 
and  there  were  unexpended  balances  remaining  of  former 
appropriations  for  various  roads  there.  The  active  military 
operations  which  have  been  carried  on  in  that  Territory  du- 
ring the  whole  season,  have  necessarily  suspended  such  of 
those  works  as  were  in  progress,  and  prevented  any  meas- 
ures being  taken  'to  commence  others.  Nothing  can  be 
done  towards  those  objects  until  hostilities  shall  have  ceased 
there,  and  quiet  be  restored  to  the  country. 

The  various  appropriations  made  for  other  special  objects 
coming  under  the  authority  of  the  department,  have  been 
put  in  a  course  of  application,  with  the  following  excep- 
tions, namely:  That  for  the  removal  of  the  troops  from 
Fort  Gibson;  that  for  barracks  at  Fort  Jesup;  and  that  for 
a  wharf  at  Fort  Wolcott,  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island.  In 
reference  to  the  first  object,  the  department  awaits  the  ac- 
tion of  higher  authority  in  selecting  the  new  position  which 
is  to  be  occupied,  before  the  arrangements  connected  with 
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the  building  operations  can  be  made.  The  second  has 
been  suspended,  upon  the  suggestion  that  Fort  Jesup,  being 
twenty-five  miles  from  the  Sabine,  is  too  remote  from  the 
frontier,  and  that  a  more  advanced  position  would  probably 
be  occupied.  As  the  appropriation  is  specifically  for  Fort 
Jesup,  legal  provision  will  be  necessary  to  authorize  its 
expenditure  elsewhere;  and  as  accommodations  are  much 
wanted  for  the  troops  on  that  frontier,  I  submit  the  expe- 
diency of  obtaining  authority  to  apply  the  appropriation  to 
the  erection  of  barracks  and  quarters  at  such  place  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fort  Jesup  as  it  may  be  deemed  proper  to  oc- 
cupy. The  wharf  at  Fort  Wolcott  has  been  postponed  for 
want  of  an  officer  to  attend  to  its  construction. 

Charged  as  I  am  but  temporarily  with  the  direction 
of  the  Quartermaster's  department,  I  feel  restrained  from 
making  many  suggestions  in  relation  to  it,  which  would 
come  with  more  propriety  from  its  chief,  now  absent  on  a 
high  and  important  command;  but  there. are  some  that  I 
cannot  omit  consustently  with  a  faithful  discharge  of  the 
trust  confided  to  me.  The  necessity  for  an  improved  or- 
ganization of  the  department  is  one  of  them.  This  has 
been  represented  heretofore  to  your  predecessor,  and  was 
by  him  brought  before  Congress  at  the  last  session.  It  is 
now  my  duty  to  repeat  the  suggestion,  and  to  nrge  it  with 
earnestness. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  country,  considering  the  relative 
force,  where  the  duties  of  the  Qnartermaster's  department 
are  so  arduous  as  they  are  in  our  own;  especially  in  con- 
ducting our  Indian  wars.  It  necessarily  results  from  dif- 
ference of  circumstances.  In  highly-improved  and  thickly- 
settled  countries,  where  the  facilities  of  transportation  are 
great,  and  the  means  of  supply  abundant,  there  cannot  be 
much  difficulty  in  moving  and  supporting  armies;  and,  even 
in  our  own  country,  on  the  Atlantic  border,  and  on  the 
great  lines  of  communication  in  the  West,  where  those  ad- 
vantages exist,  the  difficulty  is  comparatively  small.  But 
these  are  not  tiie  scenes  of  our  Indian  wars.  They  He  be- 
yond the  frontier,  in  the  swamps  and  fastnesses  of  the  wil- 
derness, far  refiioved  from  the  sources  of  supply;  and  the 
heavy  task  of  moving  and  sustaining  our  armies  under  these 
circumstances,  belongs  to  the  Quartermaster's  department. 
Experience  had  shown  that  the  present  organization, 
both  as  to  number  and  grades,  was  barely  sufficient  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  service  ten  years  ago,  when  the 
army  was  measurably  inactive.  It  is  altogether  inadequate 
now  to  a  proper  discharge  of  the  heavy  and  important  du- 
ties which  devolve  upon  the  department  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, when  not  merely  the  regular  army,  but  large 
masses  of  volunteers  and  militia,  are  called  into  active  ser- 
vice. During  the  present  year  Uiere  have  been  four  sepa- 
rate armies  in  the  field,  mustering  firom  two  to  ten  thousand 
men  each,  and  operating  under  circumstances  involving 
great  difficulties  in  regard  to  transportation  and  supplies; 
and,  considering  our  extensive  and  complicated  Indian  re- 
lations, a  similar  state  of  things  vidll,  in  all  probability,  too 
often  recur.  If  it  be  supposed  that  the  present  organiza- 
tion of  the  department,  whose  executive  officers  consist  of 
but  four  majors,  six  captains,  and  fourteen  lieutenants, 
drawn  from  the  line,  is  equal  to  such  an  emergency,  it  is 
undoubtedly  an  error. 

Prior  to  the  year  1818,  there  were  division  ,quartermas-i 
ter  generals,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  who  were  executive 
officers,  and  attended  the  army  in  the  field  when  occasions 
required.  In  my  humble  judgment,  there  has  not  been  a 
period  since  the  war  of  1812,  when  the  necessity  for  such 
officers  was  half  so  urgent  as  it  is  at  the  present  time. 
There  is  now  no  executive  officer  whose  rank  is  sufficient 
to  give  him  precedence  in  his  own  department  in  a  cam- 
paign; and  the  case  has  twice  occurred  recently,  where  the 
quartermaster  general  of  a  territory,  by  virtue  of  his  supe- 
rior rank  as  colonel,  became  entitled  to  the  chief  direction 
-of  the  operations  of  that  department  of  the  staff  by  whose 


agency  the  army  was  to  be  moved  and  supported — a  duty 
second  only  in  importuice  to  the  chief  command.  I  sub- 
mit whether  it  is  right  that  the  advantages  of  twenty  years' 
experience  in  the  details  of  the  department  should  thus  be 
measurably  lost  to  the  service  for  want  of  adequate  rank  to 
render  it  available. 

By  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  ten  thousand 
volunteers  were  authorized  to  be  received  into  service,  and 
the  duty  of  moving  and  supplying  these  also  devolves  upon 
the  Quartermaster's  department.  It  must  be  obvious  that, 
in  proportion  as  an  irregular  and  temporary  force  is  substi- 
tuted for  a  regular  and  permanent  one,  so  is  the  neceasity 
for  an  increased  regular  staff,  especially  in' that  department 
which  is  to  move  and  supply  the  army.  It  will  be  found 
the  surest,  if  not  the  only  means  of  rendering  that  descrip- 
tion of  troops  efficient,  and  of  enforcing  any  thing  like  sys- 
tem and  economy  in  their  operations. 

I  would,  ther^ore,  without  entering  further  into  the  de- 
tails of  the  subject  at  this  time,  respectfully  recommend  that 
at  least  four  officers  corresponding  with  the  former  division 
quartermaster  generals,  and  two  quartermasters  and  eigfat 
assistant  quartermasters,  be  added  to  the  present  organiza- 
tion of  the  department,  the  whole  to  be  separated  from  the 
line;  and  also  that  provision  be  made  for  a  limited  number 
of  forage  and  wagon  masters,  whose  services  are  so  im- 
portant at  the  large  depots  of  forage  and  in  conducting  the 
wagon  trains.  The  expense  would  not  be  worth  a  mo- 
ment's consideration  when  compared  with  the  military  ad- 
vantages alone  which  would  result  from  the  improvement; 
but  it  would,  in  fact,  be  a  measure  of  wise  economy. 

Another  point  to  which  I  would  ask  your  attention  is  the 
necessity  of  having  the  duties  of  the  department  prescribed 
and  limited  by  law.  Inadequate  as  it  is,  with  its  present 
organization,  to  do  justice  to  its  own  appropriate  duties,  it 
is  nevertheless  buitlened  with  duties  appertaining  to  olher 
departments  of  the  service,  involving  much  labor  and  heavy 
pecuniary  responsibility.  Among  these  are  the  payment 
of  Indian  aimuitics  and  the  purchase  of  supplies  for  die  de- 
partment of  Indian  affairs,  amounting,  in  the  present  year, 
to  near  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  not  included  in  ray 
report,  and  which  is  disbursed  at  great  risk  by  the  officers 
of  the  Quartermaster's  department,  without  compensation. 
This  business  has  no  connexion  with  the  militaiy  service; 
and  as  it  frequently  requires  the  officers  to  quit  their  sta- 
tions, and  leave  their  own  duties  to  be  performed  by  agency 
during  their  absence,  it  is  clearly  incompatible  with  their 
primary  obligations,  and  they  should,  therefore,  be  relieved 
from  it;  but  if  they  must  continue  to  be  charged  with  it,  I 
trust  that  some  compensation  will  be  provided  for  them.  It 
has  already  been  the  subject  of  complaint,  which  the  fol- 
lowing extract  of  a  report  from  one  of  the  officers  engaged 
in  that  service  will  show  is  not  without  just  grounds:  <*  My 
Indian  account  (he  observes,  under  date  1 1th  October)  for 
the  last  quarter,  is  over  half  a  million  of  dollars,  a  great 
portion  of  which  has  been  disbursed  under  circumstances 
that  involved  unusual  risk  of  error  and  loss.  It  is  unjust, 
I  conceive,  to  subject  officers  to  the  hazard  of  being  ruined 
or  seriously  embarrassed,  without  awarding  them  any  cor- 
responding remuneration."  I  will  only  add,  in  reference 
to  this  subject,  that,  apart  from  the  objections  stated,  it  ia 
worthy  of  consideration  whether  the  imposition  of  such 
heavy  extra  duties  upon  a  public  agent  may  not  af&ct  the 
validity  of  the  bond  given  by  him  for  the  fiuthful  perform- 
ance of  his  ormi  duties,  and  thus  impair  the  security  for  the 
public  funds. 

A  further  source  of  embarrassment  to  the  operations  of 
the  department  is  the  liability  of  its  officers  to  be  called 
upon  to  make  good  the  deficiences  in  other  branches  of  the 
staff.  Beside  their  subjection  to  duty  in  the  Subsistence 
department,  which,  being  of  a  kindred  character  to  their 
own,  occasions  ^o  serious  inconvenience,  it  is  provided  by 
law  <<  that^  in  addition  to  their  duties  in  the  fields  they 
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shall,  when  thereto  directed  hj  the  Secretary  of  War,  pur- 
chase military  stores^  camp  equipage,  and  other  articles 
requisite  for  tiie  troops;"  and  under  this  authority  the  offi- 
cers of  ihe  department  are  frequmitly  required,  in  active 
service,  to  provide  large  supplies  of  camp  equipage,  to  pur- 
chase medicines  and  hospital  stores,  and  occasionally  arms 
and  ammunition — duties  which  they  are  not  altogether  pre- 
pared for  by  their  ordinary  pursuits,  and  which  have  the 
injurious  effect  of  diverting  to  other  objects  the  funds  pro- 
vided to  meet  the  engagements  of  theb  own  department. 

In  the  distribution  of  the  mass  of  duties  appertainmg  to 
the  staff  of  the  army,  the  governing  principle,  I  humbly 
conceive,  should  be  the  greatest  subdivision  consistent  with 
the  preservation  of  unity  and  concert  of  action.  From  the 
extent  of  the  extra  calls  which  are  made  upon  the  Quarter- 
master's department,  a  doubt  may  well  be  entertained  whe- 
ther the  adjustment  of  the  relative  duties  of  the  several 
departments,  which  was  supposed  to  constitute  the  chief 
merit  of  the  system,  has  been  so  fully  attained  as  is  desi- 
rable. It  is  at  least  questionable  whether  a  department 
whose  own  duties  are  ariduous,  and  on  the  prompt  discharge 
of  which  so  much  depends,  should  be  subjected  to  so  wide 
a  range  of  responsibility  for  other  brandies  of  the  staff. 
But  if  the  necessities  of  the  service  shall  be  deemed  to  re- 
quire a  continuance  of  this  feature  of  the  system,  it  forms 
a  strong  additional  reason  for  the  improved  organization 
which  is  herein  sug^gested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  CROSS, 
MajoTf  iteHng  Quartermasler  General. 

Hon.  B.  F.  BvTLEB,  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim, 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  OF 
SUBSISTENCE. 

Orncx  Of  thk  Com't  Gew.  of  Subsistvitce, 

Waehingion,  December  6,  1836. 

Sia :  In  compliance  with  directions  from  the  Department 
of  War  of  9th  September  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit a  statement  of  the  moneys  remitted  and  charged  to  con- 
tracting and  disbursing  officers  of  the  department  for  the 
Ist,  2d,  and  dd  quarters  of  the  year,  together  with  the  bal- 
ances in  possession  of  the  latter  on  the  3 1st  of  December, 
1835,  amounting  to  ...  ^1,082,164  83 
To  which  is  to  be  added  the  balances  due 

them  on  the  settlement  of  their  accounts         46,923  77 


The  amount  accounted  for  is 


1,129,088  10 
984,282  44 


Leaving  a  balance  of      - 

From  which  is  to  be  deducted  this 
sum,  charged  to  contractors,  as 
the  difference  in  price  of  stores 
purchased  to  supply  deficiencies 
on  failures      ...    $539  61 

Balance  due  by  Lieut.  Allston  at 

the  period  of  his  decease  -       610  97 

Balances  in  the  hands  of  assistant 
cemmisBaries  who  made  no  dis- 
bursements in  1836    -  -      260  00 

And  the  amount  remitted  late  in 
the  dd,  for  expenditures  of  the 
4th  quarter     -  -  64,200  00 


144,805  66 


65,610  58 


Leaving  -  -  $79,195  08 

actually  in  possession  of  tlie  disbursbig  officers  of  the  de- 
partment, applicable  to  the  expenditures  of  the  fourth  quar- 
ter of  the  year. 

Of  142  officers  disbursing  the  public  money  on  account 
of  subsistence  for  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  year,  the 


accounts  of  eight  only  were  not  received  at  the  completion 
of  the  statement,  three  have  been  rendered  iHnce,  and  the 
remaining  five  are  those  of  officers  actively  engaged  in  the 
Indian  campaign,  which  no  doubt  will  be  promptly  render- 
ed the  moment  that  a  relaxation  from  duty  affords  Ae 
proper  dpportunity. 

The  amount  due  by  Lieutenant  Allston  at  the  period  of 
his  decease,  it  is  believed,  is  sufficiently  secured,  and  wilt 
eventually  be  paid;  so  that  not  a  cent  will  be  lost  to  the 
Government  of  the  amounts  remitted  the  present  year. 

The  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriation  for  sub- 
sistence, on  the  81st  of  Dec'r,  1885,  was  -  $208,954  85 
The  amount  appropriated  for  1836  -     495,400  00 

Transfers  authorized  by  acts  of  Congress  -  133,372  64 
Refunded  from  officers' accounts    -  -         8,780  31 

Malung  a  total  of  -  -  $846,507  82 

Of  which  there  remained  in  the  Treasury  on 

the  30th  of  September,  1836      -  -     375,508  19 

Making  the  amount  drawn  from  that  appro- 
priation for  the  three  quarters     -  -     470,999  63 

The  amount  expended  by  the  disbursing  officers  of  the 
department,  it  will  be  perceived  by  the  statement,  is 
$984,282  44,  being  an  excess  of  $513,262  82,  which  sum 
has  been  drawn  from  the  various  appropriations  for  sup- 
pressing Indian  hostilities,  which,  being  exhausted,  the 
balance  on  account  of  subsistence  will  now  be  held  strictly 
applicable  to  the  purchase  of  such  stores  as  may  be  required 
for  all  the  troops  of  every  description  at  present  mustered 
into  the  sendee  of  the  United  States. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,   C.   G.  S. 

Hon.  B.  F.  BuTiER, 

Secretary  of  War  ad  interim. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SURGEON  GENERAL. 

SuROEOK  Gekebal's  Office, 

December  2,  1836. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  death  of  the  late  Surgeon 
General,  by  which  melancholy  event  the  service  has  lost 
one  of  its  most  valuable  and  meritorious  officers,  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  report  the  condition  of  the  department  over 
which  he  presided  with  so  much  honor  to  himself  and  ad- 
vantage to  the  Government. 

The  amount  advanced  on  account  of  the  Medical  depart- 
ment of  the  army  during  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  has  been  eight  thousand  three  hundred  dollars ; 
of  which  sum  five  thousand  and  ninety-one  dollars  and  sev. 
enty-six  cents  have  been  expended,  and  for  which  accounts 
have  been  rendered  and  settled  ;  leaving  a  balance  in  tiie 
hands  of  the  disbursing  officers  of  three  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  eight  dollars  and  twenty -four  cents,  and  for  which 
they  are  accountable. 

The  amount  paid  by  warrants  on  the  Treasury  for  claims 
presented  and  admitted  during  the  same  period,  has  been 
twelve  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  sixty- 
one  and  a  half  cents.  During  the  same  period  there  has 
also  been  advanced  to  Surgeon  Thomas  G.  Mower,  the 
purveyor  of  medical  supplies  for  the  army,  on  account  of 
Indian  hostilities,  eight  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  of 
which  seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars 
and  one  cent  have  been  expended,  and  for  which  his  ac- 
counts have  been  received  and  settled. 

The  anniial  medical  and  hospital  supplies  for  the  army 
were  all  transmitted  in  due  time  to  the  several  posts,  and 
received  in  good  order,  which,  with  the  other  property  in 
charge  of  the  officers  of  the  department,  have  been  fully  and 
satisfactorily  accounted  for  by  the  returns  of  the  surgeons 
and  assistant  surgeons ;  from  which  it  is  also  perceived  that 
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die  building  operatioiiB  can  be  made.  The  second  has 
been  suspended,  upon  the  suggestion  that  Fort  Jesup,  being 
twenty-five  miles  from  the  Sabine,  is  too  remote  from  the 
frontier,  and  that  a  more  adTanced  position  would  probably 
be  occupied.  As  the  appropriation  is  specifically  for  Fort 
Jesup,  legal  provision  will  be  necessary  to  authorize  its 
expenditure  elsewhere;  and  as  accommodations  are  much 
wanted  for  the  troops  on  that  frontier,  I  submit  the  expe- 
diency of  obtaining  authority  to  apply  the  appropriation  to 
the  erection  of  barracks  and  quarters  at  such  place  in  the 
▼idnity  of  Fort  Jesup  as  it  may  be  deemed  proper  to  oc- 
cupy. The  wharf  at  Fort  Wolcott  has  been  postponed  for 
want  of  an  officer  to  attend  to  its  construction. 

Charged  as  I  am  but  temporarily  with  the  direction 
of  the  Quartermaster's  department,  I  feel  restrained  from 
making  many  suggestions  in  relation  to  it,  which  would 
come  with  more  propriety  from  its  chie(  now  absent  on  a 
high  and  important  command;  but  there. are  some  that  I 
cannot  omit  connstently  with  a  faithful  discharge  of  the 
trust  confided  to  me.  The  necessity  for  an  improved  or- 
ganization of  the  department  is  one  of  them.  This  has 
been  represented  heretofore  to  your  predecessor,  and  was 
by  him  brought  before  Congress  at  the  last  session.  It  is 
now  my  duty  to  repeat  the  suggestion,  and  to  urge  it  with 
earnestness. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  country,  considering  the  relative 
force,  where  the  duties  of  the  Quartermaster's  department 
are  so  arduous  as  they  are  in  our  own;  especially  in  con- 
ducting our  Indian  wars.  It  necessarily  results  from  dif- 
ference  of  circumstances.  In  highly-improved  and  thickly- 
settled  countries,  where  the  facilities  of  transportation  are 
great,  and  the  means  of  supply  abundant,  there  cannot  be 
much  difficulty  in  moving  and  supporting  armies;  and,  even 
in  our  own  country,  on  the  Atlantic  border,  and  on  the 
great  lines  of  communication  in  the  West,  where  those  ad- 
vantages exist,  the  difficulty  is  comparatively  small.  But 
these  are  not  Uie  scenes  of  our  Indian  wars.  They  He  be- 
yond the  frontier;  in  the  swamps  and  fastnesses  of  the  wil- 
derness, far  refhoved  from  the  sources  of  supply;  and  the 
heavy  task  of  moving  and  sustaining  our  armies  under  these 
circumstances,  belongs  to  the  Quartermaster's  department. 

Experience  had  shown  that  the  present  organization, 
both  as  to  number  and  grades,  was  barely  sufficient  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  service  ten  years  ago,  when  the 
army  was  measurably  inactive.  It  is  altogether  inadequate 
now  to  a  proper  discharge  of  the  heavy  and  important  du- 
ties which  devolve  upon  the  department  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, when  not  merely  the  regular  army,  but  large 
masses  of  volunteers  and  militia,  are  called  into  active  ser- 
vice. During  the  present  year  there  have  been  four  sepa- 
rate armies  in  the  field,  mustering  from  two  to  ten  thousand 
men  each,  and  operating  under  circumstances  involving 
great  difficulties  in  regard  to  transportation  and  supplies; 
and,  considering  our  extensive  and  complicated  Indian  re- 
lations, a  similar  state  of  things  will,  in  all  probability,  too 
o(Uin  recur.  If  it  be  supposed  that  the  present  organiza- 
tion of  the  department,  whose  executive  officers  consist  of 
but  four  majors,  six  captains,  and  fourteen  lieutenants, 
drawn  from  the  line,  is  equal  to  such  an  emergency,  it  is 
undoubtedly  an  error. 

Prior  to  the  year  1818,  there  were  division  .quartermas^ 
ter  generals,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  who  were  executive 
officers,  and  attended  the  army  in  the  field  when  occasions 
required.  In  ray  humble  judgment,  there  has  not  been  a 
period  since  the  war  of  1812,  when  the  necessity  for  such 
officers  was  half  so  urgent  as  it  is  at  the  present  time. 
There  is  now  no  executive  officer  whose  rank  is  sufficient 
to  give  him  precedence  in  his  own  depaitment  in  a  cam- 
paign; and  the  case  has  twice  occurred  recently,  where  the 
quartermaster  general  of  a  territory,  by  virtue  of  his  supe- 
rior rank  as  colonel,  became  entitled  to  the  chief  direction 
of  the  operations  of  that  department  of  the  staff  by  whose 


agency  the  army  was  to  be  moved  and  supported — a  dvty 
second  only  in  importuice  to  the  chief  command.  I  su^ 
mit  whether  it  is  right  that  the  advantages  of  twenty  years' 
experience  in  the  details  of  the  department  should  thus  be 
measurably  lost  to  the  service  for  want  of  ade«juate  rank  to 
render  it  available. 

By  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  ten  thousand 
volunteers  were  authorized  to  be  received  into  ser%  ice,  and 
the  duty  of  moving  and  supplying  these  also  devolves  upon 
the  Quartermaster's  department.  It  must  be  obvioxw  that, 
in  proportion  as  an  irregrular  and  temporary  force  is  substi- 
tuted for  a  regular  and  permanent  one,  so  is  the  neceesity 
for  an  increased  regular  stafi*,  especially  in' that  department 
which  is  to  move  and  supply  the  army.  It  will  be  found 
the  surest,  if  not  the  only  means  of  rendering  that  descrip- 
tion of  troops  efficient,  and  of  enforcing  any  thing  like  sys- 
tem and  economy  in  their  operations. 

I  would,  therdfore,  without  entering  further  into  the  de- 
tails of  the  subject  at  this  time,  respectfully  recommend  that 
at  least  four  ofiicers  corresponding  with  the  former  diviaon 
quartermaster  generals,  and  two  quartermaMers  and  eight 
assistant  quartermasters,  be  added  to  the  present  organiza- 
tion of  the  departmenit,  the  whole  to  be  separated  from  the 
line;  and  also  that  provision  be  made  for  a  limited  number 
of  forage  and  wagon  masters,  whose  services  are  so  im- 
portant  at  the  large  depots  of  forage  and  in  conducting  the 
wagon  trains.  The  expense  would  not  be  worth  a  mo- 
ment's consideration  when  compared  with  the  military  ad- 
vantages alone  which  would  result  from  the  improvement; 
but  it  would,  in  fact,  be  a  measure  of  wise  economy. 

Another  point  to  which  I  would  ask  your  attention  is  the 
necessity  of  having  the  duties  of  the  department  prescribed 
and  limited  by  law.  Inadequate  as  it  is,  with  its  present 
organization,  to  do  justice  to  its  own  appropriate  duties,  it 
is  nevertheless  burdened  with  duties  appertaining  to  otiier 
departments  of  the  service,  involving  much  labor  and  heavy 
pecuniary  responsibility.  Among  these  are  the  payment 
of  Indian  annuities  and  the  purchase  of  supplies  for  the  de- 
partment of  Indian  affiiirs,  amounting,  in  the  present  year, 
to  near  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  not  included  in  ray 
report,  and  which  is  disbursed  at  great  risk  by  the  officers 
of  the  Quartermaster's  department,  without  compensation. 
This  business  has  no  connexion  with  the  military  service; 
and  as  it  firequently  requires  the  officers  to  quit  their  sta- 
tions, and  leave  their  own  duties  to  be  performed  by  agency 
during  their  absence,  it  is  clearly  incompatible  with  their 
primary  obligations,  and  they  should,  therefore,  be  relieved 
from  it;  but  if  they  must  continue  to  be  charged  with  it,  I 
trust  that  some  compensation  will  be  provided  for  them.  It 
has  already  been  the  subject  of  complaint,  which  ihe  fol- 
lowing extract  of  a  report  from  one  of  the  officers  engaged 
in  tliat  service  will  show  is  not  without  just  grounds:  '*  My 
Indian  account  (he  observes,  under  date  1 1th  October)  for 
the  last  quart4*r,  is  over  half  a  million  of  dollars,  a  great 
portion  of  which  has  been  disbursed  under  circumstances 
that  involved  unusual  risk  of  error  and  loss.  It  is  unjust, 
I  conceive,  to  subject  officers  to  the  hazard  of  being  mined 
or  seriously  embarrassed,  without  awarding  them  any  cor- 
respondmg  remuneration."  I  will  only  add,  in  reference 
to  this  subject,  that,  apart  from  the  objections  stated,  it  is 
worthy  of  consideration  whether  the  imposition  of  such 
heavy  extra  duties  upon  a  public  agent  may  not  affect  the 
validity  of  the  bond  given  by  him  for  the  faithfal  perform- 
ance of  his  own  duties,  and  thus  impair  the  security  for  the 
public  funds. 

A  further  source  of  embarrassment  to  the  operations  of 
the  department  is  the  lia))ility  of  its  officers  to  b^  called 
upon  to  make  good  the  deficiences  in  other  branch*^  of  the 
staff.  Beside  their  subjection  to  duty  in  the  Subsistence 
department,  which,  being  of  a  kindred  character  to  their 
own,  occasions  ^o  serious  inconvenience,  it  is  provi<^  by 
law  <*  that,  in  addition  to  their  duties  in  the  field,\they 
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shall,  when  diereto  directed  bj  the  Secretary  of  War,  pur- 
chase military  stores,  camp  equipage,  and  other  articles 
lequisite  for  the  troops;"  and  nnder  this  authority  the  offi- 
cers of  ihe  department  are  frequently  required,  in  active 
service,  to  provide  large  supplies  of  camp  equipage,  to  pur- 
chase medicines  and  hospital  stores,  and  occasionally  arms 
and  ammunition — duties  which  they  are  not  altogether  pre- 
pared for  by  their  ordinary  pursuits,  and  which  have  the 
injurious  effect  of  diverting  to  other  objects  the  funds  pro- 
vided to  meet  the  engagements  of  their  own  department. 

In  the  distribution  of  the  mass  of  duties  appertaining  to 
the  staff  of  the  army,  the  governing  principle,  I  humbly 
conceive,  should  be  the  greatest  subdivision  consistent  with 
the  preservation  of  unity  and  concert  of  action.  From  the 
extent  of  the  extra  calls  which  are  made  upon  the  Quarter- 
master's department,  a  doubt  may  well  be  entertained  whe- 
ther the  adjustment  of  the  relative  duties  of  the  several 
departments,  which  was  supposed  to  constitute  the  chief 
merit  of  the  system,  has  been  so  fully  attained  as  is  desi- 
rable. It  is  at  least  questionable  whether  a  department 
whose  own  duties  are  arduous,  and  on  the  prompt  discharge 
of  which  so  much  depends,  should  be  subjected  to  so  wide 
a  range  of  responsibility  for  other  branches  of  the  staff. 
But  if  the  necessities  of  the  service  shall  be  deemed  to  re- 
quire a  continuance  of  this  feature  of  the  system,  it  forms 
a  strong  additional  reason  for  the  improved  organization 
which  IB  herein  suggested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  CROSS, 
Major,  ueting  Quartermaster  General, 

Hon.  B.  F.  BvTLSB,  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  OF 
SUBSISTENCE. 

Orncx  Of  thk  Com't  Giw.  of  Subsistknce, 
Washington^  December  6,  1836. 

Sia  :  In  compliance  with  dirMtions  from  the  Department 
of  War  of  9th  September  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit a  statement  of  the  moneys  remitted  and  charged  to  con- 
tracting and  disbursing  officers  of  the  department  for  the 
let,  2d,  and  3d  quarters  of  the  year,  together  with  the  bal- 
ances in  possession  of  the  latter  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1836,  amounting  to        -  -  -$1,082,164  33 

To  which  is  to  be  added  the  balances  due 

them  on  the  settlement  of  their  accounts         46,923  77 


The  amount  accounted  for  is 


1,129,088  10 
984,282  44 


Leaving  a  balance  of      - 

From  which  is  to  be  deducted  this 
sum,  charged  to  contractors,  as 
the  difierence  in  price  of  stores 
purchased  to  supply  deficiencies 
on  failures      ...    $539  61 

Balance  due  by  Lieut.  Allston  at 

the  period  of  his  decease  -       610  97 

Balances  in  the  hands  of  assistant 
cammiaBaries  who  made  no  dis- 
bursements in  1836    -  -      260  00 

And  the  amount  remitted  late  in 
the  3d,  for  expenditures  of  the 
4th  quarter     -  -  64,200  00 


144,805  66 


65,610  58 


Leaving  -  -  $79,195  08 

actually  in  possession  of  the  disbursing  officers  of  the  de- 
partment, applicable  to  the  expenditures  of  the  fourth  quar- 
ter of  the  year. 

Of  142  officers  disbursing  the  public  money  on  account 
of  subsistence  for  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  year,  the 


accounts  of  eight  only  were  not  received  at  the  completion 
of  the  statement,  three  have  been  rendered  iHnce,  and  the 
remaining  five  are  those  of  officers  actively  engaged  in  the 
Indian  campaign,  which  no  doubt  will  be  promptly  render- 
ed the  moment  that  a  relaxation  from  duty  affords  Ae 
proper  opportunity. 

The  amount  due  by  Lieutenant  Allston  at  the  period  of 
his  decease,  it  is  believed,  is  sufficiently  secured,  and  wilt 
eventually  be  paid;  so  that  not  a  cent  will  be  lost  to  the 
Government  of  the  amounts  remitted  the  present  year. 

The  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriation  for  sub- 
sistence, on  the  81st  of  Dec'r,  1885,  was  -  $208,954  85 
The  amount  appropriated  for  1836  -     495,400  00 

Transfers  authorized  by  acts  of  Congress  -  133,372  64 
Refunded  from  officers' accounts    -  -         8,780  31 

Making  a  total  of  -  -  $846,507  82 

Of  which  there  remained  in  the  Treasury  on 

the  30th  of  September,  1836       -  -     375,508  19 

Making  the  amount  drawn  from  that  appro- 
priation for  the  three  quarters     -  -     470,999  63 

The  amount  expended  by  the  disbursing  officers  of  the 
department,  it  will  lie  perceived  by  the  statement,  is 
$984,282  44,  being  an  excess  of  $513,282  82,  which  sura 
has  been  drawn  from  the  various  appropriations  for  sup- 
pressing Indian  hostilities,  which,  being  exhausted,  the 
balance  on  account  of  subsistence  will  now  be  held  strictly 
applicable  to  the  purchase  of  such  stores  as  may  be  required 
for  all  the  troops  of  every  description  at  present  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,   C.  G.  S. 

Hon.  B.  F.  BvTLEB, 

Secretary  of  War  ad  interim. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SURGEON  GENERAL. 

SuHOBON  Genebal's  Ofpicx, 

December  Z,  1836. 

Sib:  In  consequence  of  the  death  of  the  late  Surgeon 
General,  by  which  melancholy  event  the  service  has  lost 
one  of  its  most  valuable  and  meritorious  officers,  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  report  the  condition  of  the  department  over 
which  he  presided  with  so  much  honor  to  himself  and  ad- 
vantage to  the  Government. 

The  amount  advanced  on  account  of  the  Medical  depart- 
ment of  the  army  during  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  has  been  eight  thousand  three  hundred  dollars ; 
of  which  sum  five  thousand  and  ninety-one  dollars  and  sev- 
enty-six cents  have  been  expended,  and  for  which  accounts 
have  been  rendered  and  settled  ;  leaving  a  balance  in  the 
hands  of  the  disbursing  officers  of  three  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  eight  dollars  and  twenty -four  cents,  and  for  which 
they  are  accountable. 

The  amount  paid  by  warrants  on  the  Treasury  for  claims 
presented  and  admitted  during  the  same  period,  has  been 
twelve  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  sixty- 
one  and  a  half  cents.  During  the  same  period  there  has 
also  been  advanced  to  Surgeon  Thomas  G.  Mower,  the 
purveyor  of  medical  supplies  for  the  army,  on  account  of 
Indian  hostilities,  eight  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  of 
which  seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars 
and  one  cent  have  been  expended,  and  for  which  his  ac- 
counts have  been  received  and  settled. 

The  annual  medical  and  hospital  supplies  for  the  army 
were  all  transmitted  in  due  time  to  the  several  posts,  and 
received  in  good  order,  which,  with  the  other  property  in 
charge  of  the  officers  of  the  department,  have  been  fully  and 
satisfactorily  accounted  for  by  the  returns  of  the  surgeons 
and  assistant  surgeons ;  from  which  it  is  also  perceived  that 
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the  hospitaU  are  all  well  supplied  with  every  article  necea- 
■ary  for  the  comfort  of  the  sick,  and  of  the  b^t  qttality ;  and 
in  consequence  of  the  well-arranged  aystem  of  reaponsibillty 
which  has  been  adopted  and  practised  in  relation  to  the  sup- 
ply as  well  as  expenditure,  the  expenses  of  the  department 
continue  about  the  same  as  for  the  last  year. 

The  whole  number  of  cases  which  have  been  treated  by 
the  medical  officers  of  the  department,  during  the  year  end- 
ing the  30th  of  September  last,  has  been  fturteen  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fifty-six ;  of  which  number  only  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine  have  died :  of  these,  seventeen  died  at 
•  Fort  Gibson,  (fourteen  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1835, )  seven 
at  Fort  Towson  and  vicinity,  thirteen  at  Fort  Jesup  and 
vicinity,  eight  at  Camp  Sabine  and  Nacogdoches,  five  at 
Fort  Mitchell,  seventy-five  at  the  different  posts  and  stations 
in  Florida,  and  fourteen  at  other  posts. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  deaths,  three  were  of  yellow  fe- 
ver, twenty-five  of  remittent  fever,  two  of  typhus  fever, 
ten  of  congestive  fever,  nine  of  intemperance,  nineteen  of 
consumption,  thirteen  of  dysentery,  nineteen  of  gunshot 
wounds,  seven  of  gastro -enteritis,  and  thirty-two  from  other 
causes,  (twenty  of  which  occurred  during  the  third  quarter 
of  the  present  year,  at  Camp  Call,  Suwannee  Old  Town, 
Florida,  principally  from  yellow,  remittent,  and  congestive 
fevers.) 

The  law  requiring  an  examination  by  a  medical  board 
previous  to  appointment  in  the  army,  has  proved  of  the 
greatest  advantage,  by  securing  that  professional  knowledge 
so  essentially  necessary  to  enable  an  officer  of  the  Medical 
department  faithfully  to  perform  the  important  duties  requi- 
red of  him. 

Fifty-six  applicants  who  were  recommended  as  qualified 
for  appointment  have  been  authorized  since  the  last  annual 
report  to  present  themselves  for  examination.  Of  this  num- 
ber, twenty-one  failed  to  attend;  seven,  after  presenting 
themselves,  withdrew  without  an  examination;  and  of  the 
remainder,  only  thirteen  were  found  qualified  to  receive  the 
commission  they  had  applied  for;  being  less  than  one-fourth 
of  those  who  had  been  authorized  to  attend. 

The  nature  of  the  service  requires  that  the  examinations 
should  be  rigid;  not  only  in  relation  to  the  professional  re- 
quirements of  the  candidates,  but  also  as  to  their  physical 
qualifications  and  moral  habits;  for  every  surgeon  and  as- 
sistant surgeon  in  the  army,  from  the  veiy  nature  of  the 
service,  is  at  all  times  subject  to  be  called  on  to  decide  in 
the  most  important  cases,  when  so  far  distant  from  any  set- 
tlement as  to  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  obtain  any  pro- 
fessional advice  or  assistance,  which  under  similar  circum- 
stances in  civil  life  would  be  resorted  to. 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  present 
regulations  relative  to  hospital  stewards.  There  are  no  per- 
sons in  the  service  who  are  so  badly  paid  for  their  services 
(which  are  important  and  veiy  arduous)  as  they  are.  It  is 
essentially  necessary  they  should  be  honest,  intelligent,  and 
sober;  and  such  individuals,  who  are  competent  to  com- 
pound and  administer  the  medicines  as  prescribed  by  the 
surgeon,  cannot  be  obtained  for  the  present  compensation. 
1  therefore  most  respectfully  suggest  that  a  steward  to  an 
hospital,  at  a  post  of  more  Uian  four  companies,  be  allowed 
the  pay,  clothing,  and  rations  of  a  sergeant  of  ordnance, 
and  at  all  other  posts  the  pay,  clothing,  and  rations  of  the 
first  sergeant  of  a  company.  For  the  propriety  and  necessi- 
ty of  asking  an  appropriation  for  repairing  and  erecting 
hospitals  at  the  different  military  posts,  I  must  refer  you  to 
the  very  full  and  lucid  report  of  the  late  Surgeon  General  on 
that  subject 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  KING, 
Surgeon  General  ad  interim, 

Hon.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Secretary  of  War  ad  interim. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PAYMASTER  GENERAL. 

Patkastse  Genkbal's  Ofyics, 
Washington  December  1,  1836. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  lay  before  you  a  tabu- 
lar statement  showing  the  sums  advanced  to  the  several 
paymasters  of  the  army  from  the  I'reasury,  from  the  let 
day  of  October,  1885,  to  the  1st  day  of  October,  1836;  to 
which  are  added  the  balances  remaining  to  be  accounted  for 
on  the  1st  of  October,  1835;  the  amount  unexpended  and 
forming  part  of  their  estimates  for  the  fourth  quarter  of 
1886;  the  balances  to  be  accounted  for,  and  the  periods  to 
which  the  troops  have  been  paid. 

It  was  not  until  late  in  the  season  ihaX  the  additional 
paymasters  authorized  by  the  act  of  last  sessioa,  except 
one,  entered  on  duty.  This  left  to  the  old  officers  the  whole 
burden  of  paying  the  volunteers  and  militia  serving  in  Flor- 
ida, Georgia,  and  Alabama,  amounting  to  three  times  the 
number  of  the  regular  army.  This  duty,  always  a  difficult 
one,  has  been  performed  with  less  delay  and  inconvenience 
to  the  troops  than  generally  attend  such  payments,  and 
much  less  than  I  anticipated,  but  in  doing  it  the  officers  of 
this  department  have  been  unavoidably  subjected  to  great 
hazard,  and,  I  fear,  to  serious  losses.  It  has  been  the 
practice,  in  previous  Indian  wars,  to  have  the  muster-rolls 
of  the  volunteers  and  miUtia  sent  to  this  place  to  be  exam- 
ined and  approved  by  the  accounting  officers,  before  they 
were  placed  in  the  hands  of  paymasters.  In  most  cases 
the  pay-rolls  were  prepared  in  this  office  and  audited  before 
settlement,  and,  notwithstanding  the  paymaster  was  thus 
relieved  from  much  responsibility,  the  Secretary  of  War  was 
authorized  to  allow  a  per  centage  on  the  amount  disbijjrsed 
to  cover  losses. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  late  and  present  hostilities, 
it  was  considered' highly  important  to  hold  out  inducements 
to  the  militia  of  the  adjacent  country  to  volunteer  their  ser- 
vices, and  one  of  the  inducements  was  prompt  payment 
This  could  not  be  effected  if  the  rolls  were  to  be  first  exam- 
ined and  the  accounts  audited  at  this  place:  your  predeces- 
sor, therefore,  after  maturely  considering  the  subject  deter- 
mined to  suspend  so  much  of  the  regulation  relating  to  the 
payment  of  volunteers  and  militia  as  required  the  roUs  to  be 
transmitted  to  this  place  and  audited  before  settlement 
This  removed  the  safeguard  of  the  officers  of  the  Pay  de- 
partment, and  they  have  since  been,  and  now  are,  subject 
to  a  most  hazardous  and  I  fear  in  some  cases  ruinous  duty,  un- 
less some  provision  is  made  to  cover  disallowances  in  the  set- 
tlement of  their  accounts.  To  form  an  opinion  of  the  losses 
to  which  they  are  liable,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  duty  is  perform- 
ed. One  great  difficulty  arises  from  the  militia  serving  un- 
der the  different  organizations  given  to  them  by  their  State 
laws,  and  all  varying  from  that  prescribed  by  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  that  are  to  govern  in  the  setdement  of  pay- 
master's accounts;  another  difficulty  is  caused  by  the  irreg- 
ularity of  the  service,  and  the  imperfect  evidence  to  estab- 
lish it;  and  a  thitd,  from  the  pay-rolls  and  accounts  being 
necessarily  prepared  under  circumstances  calculated  to  pre- 
vent accuracy.  The  troops  are  generally  discharged  by 
regiments,  sometimes  brigades,  always  impatient  to  return 
to  their  homes,  and  importunate  to  be  paid.  The  paymas- 
ter cannot  begin  to  prepare  his  accounts  until  after  the  dis- 
charge takes  place;  of  course  he  must  always  perform  that 
duty  in  a  hurry,  fi^equently  surrounded  by  persons  convers- 
ing with  and  questioning  him.  Under  such  circumstances 
he  has  to  judge  of  and  pay  claims  of  doubtful  character,  and 
to  make  long  and  perplexing  calculations,  without  time  to 
re-examine  and  test  their  accuracy.  If  he  differs  in  opinion 
with  the  accounting  officers  in  construing  the  law  or  apply- 
ing it,  or  if  he  errs  in  his  calculations  in  favor  of  the  claim- 
ant, the  latter  receives  the  benefit,  and  the  paymaster  loses 
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the  amount;  if  the  error  U  ^Torable  to  the  Government,  the 
Goyemment  receives  the  benefit,  and  not  the  paymaster. 

I  trust  that,  on  examining  the  subject,  jou  will  think  the 
disbursing  officers  of  this  department  equitably  entitled  to 
such  additional  compensation  for  this  onerous  duty  as  will 
cover  the  losses  to  which  they  are  liable  under  a  careful 
perfonnance  of  it. 

It  was  believed  that  the  references  in  the  appropriation 
laws  of  the  last  session  to  the  act  of  April  5,  1883,  as  a 
guide  for  the  disbursement,  gave  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
tiie  same  power  to  allow  paymasters  a  per  centage,  as  was 
exercised  under  the  act  referred  to;  but  as  the  Attorney  Gren- 
eral  entertains  doubts  of  that  authority,  I  respectfvdly  re- 
quest that  you  will  lay  the  subject  before  Congress,  with 
such  remarks  as  you  n&ay  think  necessary  and  proper. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  TOWSON, 
«  Paymaster  General, 

Hon.  B.  F.  BuTLSB, 

Secretary  of  War  ad  interim. 


REPORT  OP  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  OF  PUR- 
CHASES. 

CoxxissAET  Gsnebal's  Officb, 

Philadelphia,  November  1,  1836. 
Sib:  In  obedience  to  instructions  of  the  War  Deport- 
ment, dated  on  the  14th  October,  1836,  I  have  prepared, 
and  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  my  moneyed  estimate  for 
the  year  168f ,  marked  A  and  B,  as  follows,  viz: 

A.  For  clothing,  camp  equipage,  dec.,  for 

one  year,  ending  Slst  October,  1838,         -  $206,940  08 

B.  For  the  expenses  of  the  Commissary 

General's  office  during  the  year  1837,        -         8,000  00 


Total,     $214,940  08 


I  likewise  enclose  ten  statements,  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4, 
6,  6,  7,  8,  9,  and  10,  prepared  in  obedience  to  your  order, 
viz: 

No.  1 .  Statement  of  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  on  account  of  various  appropriations  du- 
ring the  first  three  quarters  of  the  year  1886. 

No.  2.  Statement  of  moneys  received  and  disbursed  on 
account  of  the  Purchasing  department  during  the  same 
period. 

No.  3.  Statement  of  moneys  received  and  disbursed  on 
account  of  "appropriation  for  volunteers  and  militia,"  to 
the  80th  September,  1836. 

No.  4.  Statement  of  moneys  received  and  disbursed  on 
account  of  *<  appropriation  tor  suppressing  hostilities  of 
Creek  Indians,"  to  the  30th  September,  1836. 

No.  5.  Statement  of  moneys  received  and  disbursed  on 
account  of  "  appropriation  for  additional  dragoons,"  die., 
to  80th  September,  1836. 

No.  6.  Statement  of  moneys  received  and  disbursed  on 
account  of  «  appropriation  for  repressing  hostilities  of  Semi- 
nole Indians,"  during  the  first  three  quarters  of  1836. 

No.  7.  Statement  of  moneys  received  and  disbursed  on 
account  of  <*  appropriation  for  the  suppression  of  Indian 
hostilities  in  Florida,"  per  act  of  April  1,  1836,  to  Septem- 
ber 30,  1836. 

No.  8.  Statement  of  the  expenditure  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  Commissary  General's  office,  during  the  first 
tiiree  quarters  of  the  year  1836. 

No.  9.  Comparative  statement  of  the  cost  of  army  cloth- 
ing during  the  years  1836,  1836,  and  1837. 

No.  10.  Statement  of  the  cost  of  clothing,  dtc.,  for  the 
United  States  army  during  the  year  1837. 

The  above  statements  will,  I  hope,  be  entirely  satisfiu;- 
tory. 


Since  making  out  the  enclosed  statements  Nes.  1  to  7, 
I  have  received  the  report  of  the  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  by  which  I  am  informed  my  ac- 
counts of  the  second  quarter  ot  1836  have  been  acted  upon, 
and  the  disbursements  passed  to  my  credit 

I  have  deducted  $30,000  from  the  gross  amount  of  the 
moneyed  estimate  A,  for  clothing,  &c.,  that  may  remain 
on  himd  after  the  issues  for  this  year  may  have  been  com- 
pleted, which  is  as  much  as  can  be  deducted  with  safety. 

Whatever  balances  of  the  different  appropriations  remain 
undrawn  will  be  required  to  enable  me  to  execute  the  or- 
ders of  the  War  Department,  to  settie  all  accounts  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  to  have  clothing  made  during  the  ap- 
proaching winter,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  an  early  spring 
issue.  I  have  therefore  to  request  the  money  may  be  re- 
served for  the  operations  of  this  department,  as  the  whole 
will  be  required. 

The  duplicates  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  tiiey  can  be 
prepared. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

C.  IRVINE, 
Commissary  General  of  Purchases. 

Hon.  B.  F.  BuTLXB,  Secretary  of  War. 


REPORT  FROM  THE  CHIEF  ENGINEER. 

EiioiirBBB  Dbpabtxeitt, 

November  30,  1836. 
Hon.  B.  F.  BuTLZB,  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim: 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  relating  to  the  opera- 
tions of  this  department  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th 
of  September,  1836.  It  is  accompanied  by  four  tabular 
statements,  marked  A,  B,  C,  and  D.  The  first  two  re- 
late to  its  fiscal  concerns;  the  third  exhibits  the  works  pro- 
jected by  the  Board  of  Engineers  which  have  not  been  com- 
menced, with  an  estimate  of  their  cost;  and  the  fourth 
shows  tiie  respective  appropriations  referred  to  this  depart- 
ment during  tiie  past  year,  with  the  name  and  station  of 
the  superintendent  of  each  work. 

POBTiriCATIOKS. 

The  appropriation  for  this  branch  of  service  became  avail- 
ale  in  July  last.  Some  time  necessarily  elapsed  in  giving 
instructions  to  the  several  officers,  and  in  their  making  and 
commencing  their  plan  of  operations.  The  difficulty,  at 
that  advanced  period  of  the  year,  of  procuring  mechanics 
and  laborers,  nearly  all  of  whom  had  made  their  engage- 
ments for  the  season,  caused  a  tardy  commencement  of 
operations,  especially  at  those  works  where  they  had  been, 
suspended  an  entire  year  for  want  of  funds;  and,  to  the 
time  embraced  by  the  annual  report,  (SOth  September, )  they 
had  scarcely  got  into  full  operation.  This  is  the  cause  why 
littie  progress  has  been  made  during  the  past  year;  and,  so 
far  as  the  several  works  are  concerned,  I  shall  have  littie 
either  of  interest  or  importance  to  report. 

Fort  Warren,  Boston  harbor,  Massachusetts.^-^The 
work  performed  at  this  fort,  from  its  commencement,  has 
been  chiefly  confined  to  those  fronts  which  are  designed  to 
command  the  main  channel  and  entrance  to  the  harbor. 
The  entire  excavations  on  these  fronts  will  probably  be 
completed  this  autumn,  except  those  for  foundations  of 
walls  not  commenced,  and  a  small  mass  of-earth  on  a  high 
level  on  the  coverface,  which,  to  save  expense,  is  left  to  be 
transferred  to  the  terrepleins  and  parapets  of  the  main  work 
after  the  completion  of  the  casemates.  The  whole  quantity 
of  earth  excavated  is  ninety-nine  thousand  two  hundred 
and  eighty-seven  cubic  yards. 

Although,  since  the  commencement  of  operations  in  July, 
due  efforts  have  been  made  to  collect  the  requisite  force, 
the  masons  on  the  work  have  not  at  any  time  exceeded 
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thirty.  They  have  been  employed  exclusively  on  the  piers 
and  walls  of  front  No.  1.  Six  piers  for  azdies  of  thirty 
feet  span  will  he  completed  within  the  present  month. 
Five  other  piers  are  in  various  stages  of  progress,  and  so 
far  advanced  that  arrangements  will  be  made  to  commence 
the  arch- work  next  spring. 

Fort  Ind^endenee,  Boston  harbor,  Massachusetts, — 
The  small  balance  of  former  appropriations  unexpended  on 
the  80th  of  September,  1836,  was  applied,  during  the  last 
quarter  of  that  year,  to  the  hammering  of  stone  for  facing 
the  scarp.  At  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  when 
the  work  was  suspended  for  want  of  funds,  S»5$0  cubic 
yards  had  been  received,  of  which  8,044,  making  4S,839 
superficial  feet  of  face,  had  been  hammered,  leaving  7,000 
superficial  feet  to  be  dressed  to  complete  the  quanti^  re- 
quired for  the  new  scarp.  1 100, 000  were  appropriated  in 
July  last  for  rebuilding  this  fort  on  the  plan  recommended 
by  the  Board  of  Engineers  and  approvcxl  by  the  Execu- 
tive. Since  then  a  suitable  force  has  been  employed  in 
denK^iabing  the  old  walls  and  buildings,  and  clearing  away 
the  earth  and  rubbish  along  the  fronts  facing  the  channels; 
the  curtains  and  flanks  of  which  are  among  the  parts  oi  the 
worit  to  be  casemated.  This  will  soon  be  completed,  and  ar- 
rangements made  for  commencing  the  masonry  next  spring 
and  prosecuting  it  with  vig^r. 

Fort  Adams,  Narraganseit  roads,  Rhode  Island,*-lii 
consequence  of  there  being  no  appropriations  for  this  work 
for  the  year  1836,  the  operations  were  discontinued  finom 
the  spring  of  last  year  till  July  of  the  present  year,  and 
were  resumed  with  vigor  the  moment  the  current  appropri- 
ation was  granted.  The  excavations  of  earth  and  rock  in 
all  the  ditdbes  of  the  fort  are  finished.  A  small  portion 
of  the  excavation  of  the  esplanade,  and  a  considerable 
part  for  the  parade  itself,  remain  to  be  executed.  Such 
portions  of  the  stones  removed  in  these  excavations  as  were 
suitable  have  been  applied  to  the  masonry  of  Uie  fort  The 
remainder  and  all  the  earth  have  been  used  in  forming  the 
embankments  of  some  of  the  finonts.  All  the  excavations 
for  the  communication  from  the  fort  to  the  redoubt  are  ex- 
ecuted, and  the  earth  has  been  applied  to  the  formation  of 
the  communication  parapets,  which  are  finished.  The  gla- 
ds, terrepleins,  and  embankments  'of  certain  fronts,  with 
their  places  of  arms,  and  covert-ways,  are  completed,  with 
the  exception  of  some  turfing.  The  masoniy  of  the  sev- 
eral fronts  of  the  fort  is  well  advanced,  and  in  parts  com- 
pleted; some  of  them  have  all  the  arches  turned,  roofed, 
leaded,  and  covered  with  earth.  On  others  the  entire  ma- 
sonry is  completed,  with  the  exception  of  the  breast-height 
walls.  All  the  gun-embrasures  (in  number  104)  and  all 
the  carronade-embrasures  (in  number  67)  are  built.  The 
two  large  ovens,  many  of  the  cisterns,  and  fire-places  for 
soldiers'  barracks  are  finished.  All  the  walls  of  communi- 
cation firom  the  fort  to  the  redoubt^  in  length  2,840  feet, 
are  completed,  as  well  as  about  two-thirds  of  the  walls  un- 
der water  for  the  permanent  wharf.  On  the  exterior  faces 
of  the  scarp-walls,  and  for  exposed  comers,  granite  of  a 
durable  quidity^  hammered  to  a  rough  face,  is  used.  The 
interior  of  the  walls,  and  the  inner  faces,  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  peirs,  and  all  the  foundations,  are  of  grauwacke  slate, 
which  occun  abundantly  on  the  public  domain,  is  obtained 
with  good  beds  and  fiu^s,  and  costs  much  less  than  any 
other  stone.  Most  of  the  lime  used  within  the  year  has 
been  burned  in  kilns  on  the  spot;  the  quali^  is  superior  to 
any  found  in  market  and  costs  less.  A  portion  of  hydrau- 
lic lime  is  now  added  to  all  mortar  designed  for  stone  ma- 
sonry; experience  having  shown  that  that  composed  of  sand 
and  lime  alone,  sufiTers  much  injury  from  the  frost,  however 
carefully  made  and  applied.  The  estimate  for  1837  is  pre- 
dicated upon  the  plan  of  finishing  the  scarp  of  the  west 
front  and  the  scarp  and  piers  of  the  north  front;  to  turn 
the  arches  of  the  nordi  firont;  to  finish  the  parade-wall;  to 
finish  putting  on  the  earthen  parapets  of  the  fort;  to  build 


the  breast-height  walls,  and  ^o  make  all  possible  progress  in 
the  masonry  of  the  redoubt. 

Fort  Schuyler,  Throg*s  neck.  East  river.  New  York. — 
No  exertion  has  been  spared,  since  funds  became  available 
for  this  work,  to  advance  the  operations  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible; but  the  demand  for  mechanics  has  been  so  great  ever 
since  the  opening  of  the  season,  and  even  before  it,  that  not 
more  than  60  masons  could  ever  be  collected,  whereas  300 
were  designed  to  be  employed.  Operations  in  consequence 
have  been  comparatively  limited,  and,  in  addition  to  other 
impediments,  occasionally  embarrassed  by  strikes  for  un- 
reasonable prices  on  the  part  of  those  by  whom  stone  was 
to  be  supplied.  The  sea-wall  has  been  carried  to  its  height 
around  the  front  of  the  fort,  and  where  it  forms  the  revet- 
ment of  the  right  flank  of  die  glads.  A  part  of  the  foun- 
dation of  the  counter-scarp  wall  has  been  laid  and  the  cul- 
vert finished.  The  graduation  of  the  site  has  been  com- 
menced, and  will  be  suffidently  advanced  to  begin  the 
foundations  of  the  walls  of  the  main  work  so  soon  as  the 
masons  can  be  spared  from  the  searwall,  or  others  engaged 
to  commence  them. 

Fort  Columbus  and  Castle  William,  Governor's  Island, 
New  York,  — ^It  is  antidpated  that  the  r^mira  of  these  works 
will  be  completed  the  present  woriung  season.  The  ma- 
sonry of  Fort  Columbus  is  now  finished,  except  the  con- 
struction of  some  oflioes  and  steps,  and  the  laying  of  a 
small  portion  of  coping,  flagging,  and  paving,  and  the 
completion  of  some  traverse  cirdes  and  pintle  beds.  The 
necessary  plastering  and  painting  vrill  be  finidied  this  month, 
as  well  as  the  iron-woik  and  roofing  of  the  barracks,  at 
which  time  it  is  also  expected  the  caipentry  will  be  com- 
pleted. 

The  flagging  of  the  barbette  platform  of  Castle  William 
has  been  relaid  on  a  thick  bed  of  cement-mortar,  which  ap^ 
pean  to  be  perfectly  tight.  The  platform  of  the  second  tier 
and  floora  of  the  third  tier  have  been^laid,  and  the  galleries 
repaired.  All  the  woric  required  to  be  done  is  expected  to 
be  completed  in  the  ooune  of  the  year.  The  souUi  battery 
requires  little  more  to  be  done  than  to  lay  the  txaverse  cir- 
des, the  foundations  of  which  are  prepved. 

Fort  JiRjfHn,  Delaware  river,  Pennsylvania. — The  ne- 
cessity which  existed  in  December,  1836,  of  patting  some 
position  on  the  Delaware  in  a  state  of  defence  to  protect 
Philadelphia  against  the  approadi  of  an  enemy  by  water, 
led  to  the  repair  of  this  for^  as  being  advantageous  for  the 
effectual  protection  of  the  river,  and  susceptible  of  bdng 
fitted  up  in  less  time  than  any  other  point  The  masonry 
was  found  to  be  in  good  condition;  the  ramparts  and  par- 
apets constructed  of  earth  required  re-forming,  and  all  the 
wood-work  of  the  platforms,  gateways,  sally-ports,  maga- 
zines, casernes,  and  barracks,  entirely  decayed  and  unfit 
for  use  even  to  the  roofii  and  fioora  of  Uie  quarters;  and  the 
ditches  were  filled  up.  The  ramparts  and  parapets  have 
been  formed,  and  the  ditches  excavated  and  widened.  The 
quartera  for  oflicera  and  soldien  have  been  repaired,  the 
scarp-walls  pointed,  and  410  running  feet  raised  2  feet  in 
height  to  make  it  uniform  with  the  other  parts  of  the  work, 
and  the  walls  of  the  magazine  raised  and  covered  with  earth 
and  all  parts  thoroughly  repaired.  The  whole  work  will 
probably  be  completed  this  fall,  except  perhaps  some  paint- 
ing and  the  erection  of  gun-sheds,  which  may  be  arrested 
by  unfavorable  weather. 

Fort  Delaware,  Delaware  river, — ^In  the  last  annual  re- 
port it  vras  stated  that  large  supplies  of  material  had  been 
previously  collected,  and  arrangements  made  for  construc- 
tion whenever  funds  should  be  available  for  that  purpose. 
The  work  remained  suspended  until  July  last,  when  the 
appropriation  was  made  for  its  continuance,  but  at  too  late  a 
season  to  effect  any  thing  advantageously.  As  soon  as  a 
force  of  laboren  could  be  collected,  the  excavations  for  the 
foundations  were  commenced,  and  the  earth  applied  in 
forming  the  glacis.     Some  progress  has  been  made  in  dri- 
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ving  piles  for  the  foundation  of  a  magazine,  and  the  scarp 
of  the  front  on  tho  Delaware  channel;  and  a  further  sup- 
ply of  material  has  been  procured.  The  impracticability  of 
procuring  laborers  and  mechanics  at  so  late  a  period  of  the 
year,  even  at  the  highest  rate  of  wages,  is  the  cause  of  so 
little  progress;  and  this  cause  existed  not  only  at  the  site 
of  the  work,  but  at  all  places  whence  materials  were  to  be 
drawn. 

Fori  Monroe,  Hampton  RoadSf  Va. — Tho  appropriation 
granted  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  for  completing,  in  a 
permanent  manner,  all  the  parts  of  this  work,  and  referred 
to  this  department  for  application,  remains  untouched  in 
the  Treasury.  After  making  a  distribution  of  the  officers 
among  all  the  works,  and,  iii  nearly  every  instance,  assign- 
ing the  superintendence  of  several  to  the  same  individual, 
the  services  of  none  could  bo  procured  for  the  one  in  ques- 
tion. 

Fort  CaJhoun,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. — Operations  at 
this  work  were  resumed  about  the  middle  of  July  last;  and, 
notwithstanding  the  exertions  that  were  made,  a  full  force 
could  not  be  assembled  before  about  the  middle  of  Septem- 
ber. They  have  been  employed  in  removing  from  the  walls 
the  stone  necessary  for  the  superstructure  and  mole,  and 
previously  accumulated  for  the  compression  of  the  founda- 
tion; preparing  machinery  and  buildings.  Care  has  been 
taken  in  removing  the  stone  to  preserve  the  equality  of  pres- 
sure as  much  as  possible.  It  is  not  anticipated  to  have  the 
foundations  laid  open  and  preparations  made  for  commenc- 
ing the  masonry  of  the  work  before  March  next 

Fort  Casweliy  Oak  Uland,  N,  C. — ^The  appropriation 
for  Gompletin|f  and  strengthening  this  work  has  been  ap- 
plied as  far  as  circumstances  would  permit.  The  dike 
around  the  ditch  has  been  repaired,  and  preparations  made 
to  commence  immediately  the  permanent  lock  to  regulate 
the  admission  of  water  into  the  ditches.  Arrangements  are 
also  in  progress  for  beginning  the  necessary  masonry  at  an 
early  period  of  next  year,  and  which  could  not  be  com- 
mence sooner  for  want  of  brick. 

Fortificationa  in  Charleston  harbor ,  S,  C. — ^Nothing 
has  been  yet  done  towards  applying  the  appropriations  for 
the  fortifications  in  this  harbor — no  officer  being  available 
for  that  purpose.  As  was  stated  in  my  Itist  report,  the  op- 
erations were  abruptly  arrested  in  March,  1836,  for  want 
of  funds;  and  at  this  time  I  am  not  aware  of  the  condition 
.  or  state  of  the  works.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  right 
of  site  for  the  new  work  designed  for  the  protection  of  the 
harbor  still  exists,  and  furnishes  another  impediment  to 
resuming  operations. 

Fort  Pulaaki,  Cockapur  island^  Georgia. — ^Tliere  has 
been  no  progress  in  the  construction  of  this  work  for  tlie 
last  year.  Since  the  appropriation  became  available,  all 
the  means  at  the  disposal  of  tho  local  engineer  have  been 
applied  to  restoring  die  canal  flats,  material,  machinery, 
&C.,  injured  by  decay,  to  their  former  condition.  From 
the  preparations,  however,  now  made,  it  is  expected  that 
the  masonry  will  be  resumed  in  a  few  days.  The  casual- 
ties attendant  on  this  work  have  added  materially  to  its  cost 
of  construction,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  esti- 
mate to  complete  it  embraced  in  the  tabular  statement. 

In  the  original  desig^n  for  this  woik  by  the  board  of  engi- 
neers, no  revetement  was  contemplated  for  the  sides  of  the 
ditches  and  feeder.  Experience  has  since  shown  that  the 
mud  which  constitutes  the  island,  when  exposed  to  the 
influx  and  reflux  of  the  sea,  will  assume,  in  combination 
with  the  water,  a  demi-fluid  state,  thereby  filling  up  the 
ditches,  impairing  the  strength  of  the  fort  and  health  of  the 
garrison.  Further,  in  cases  of  severe  blows  and  high  tides, 
the  water  will  flow  over  the  dikes,  and  in  case  of  no  revete- 
ment^walls,  will  sweep  the  earth  of  the  slopes  and  dikes 
into  the  ditches  in  a  few  moments.  It  is  believed  by  the 
local  engineer  that,  if  the  revetement  of  the  scarp  of  the 
demi-lune  be  not  constructed,  in  leas  than  one  year  after 
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the  completion  of  the  fort,  one-half  of  its  rampart  will  have 
fallen  into  the  ditch.  An  estimate  has  been  made  for  rev- 
etting with  masonry  tho  scarp  of  the  deuii-lunc,  counter- 
scarp of  main  work  and  demi-lune,  and  the  sides  of  the 
feeder,  to  the  ditch  between  the  advanced  and  remote  tide- 
locks,  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to  $150,000;  which 
is  in  part  embraced  in  the  estimate  for  the  next  year's 
operations,  and  will  be  so  applied  unless  restricted  by  the 
act  of  appropriation. 

Fort.  Marion,  St,  Augustine,  Florida. — This  work  is 
presumed  to  be  in  the  same  condition  in  which  it  was  te- 
ported  in  1834.  No  officer  being  disposable  for  the  appli- 
cation of  the  appropriation  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
a  civil  agent  has  been  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  ope- 
rations, who  .has  reached  his  place  of  destination,  and  is 
now  making  some  preparatory  arrangements. 

Fort  Pickens,  Pensacoia  harbor,  Florida, — ^The  appro- 
priation of  last  year  for  this  fort  has  been  sufficient  to  pay 
off  the  arrearages  due  on  account  of  giving  increased  di- 
mensions to  the  scarp-walls  of  one  of  the  bastions,  as  sta« 
ted  in  my  last  report  The  small  balance  remaining  on 
hand  will  be  applied  to  sundry  improvements  by  which  the 
condition  of  the  work  will  be  benefited.  * 

Fort  on  Foster's  bank.,  Florida. — The  operations  at  this 
point  have  steadily  advanced  during  the  year  1835,  and  for 
upwards  of  six  months  of  the  present  year,  notwithistanding 
the  want  of  funds.  The  amount  of  work  thus  executed 
upon  the  individual  credit  of  the  superintending  engineer 
and  the  responsibility  of  tlie  contractors,  and  the  great  loss 
thereby  saved  to  the  United  States,  were  explained  in  my 
last  leport.  Some  delay  in  getting  the  remainder  of  the 
bricks  required  will  have  prevented  the  completion  of  the 
whole  of  this  work  before  the  end  of  the  year.  The  foit; 
in  all  its  parts,  has  been  faithfully  constructed,  and  is  in 
excellent  condition.  Some  alterations  from  the  original 
plan  have  been  adopted,  by  increasing  the  height  of  the 
scarp-wall  and  the  thickness  of  the  bomb-proof  of  casemates, 
and  giving  additional  dimensions  to  several  parts  of  the  ma- 
sonry. These  alterations  and  improvements  have  neces- 
sarily involved  an  additional  cost  to  the  works,  which, 
added  to  other  items  not  embraced  in  the  original  esti- 
mate, will  form  the  diflerence  between  that  and  the  actual 
cost.  This  excess  of  cost  will,  however,  have  been  bene- 
ficially incurred,  since  it  provides  for  increased  strength  and 
permanency  to  the  works. 

Fort  Morgan,  Mobile  Poifit,  Alabama. — The  casemates 
intended  for  officers'  quarters,  mentioned  in  my  last  report, 
have  been  completed. 

Fort  Livingston,  Grand  Terre,  Ijouisiana. — Nothing 
has  been  done  at  this  point  during  the  year,  for  want  of  an 
officer  to  take  charge  of  the  work.  A  keeper  and  one  la- 
borer have  been  employed  to  take  care  of  the  premises  and 
materials  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  to  improve 
the  land». 

Fort  Jackson,  Louisiana. — This  work  is  not  considered 
in  a  state  of  defence.  From  tbe  nature  of  the  (bundation 
it  was  deemed  prudent,  at  the  time  of  its  construction,  not 
to  put  on  the  earthen  parapets  until  time  had  imparted  to 
the  work  a  greater  solidity.  It  is  also  without  furnaces  for 
heating  shot,  and  casemates  for  additional  magazines,  store- 
rooms, &c.,  require  to  be  fitted  up.  An  estimate  for  these 
purposes  is  accordingly  submitted. 

Contingencies  of  Fortifications.  —Ten  thousand  dollars 
were  appropriated  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  under  this 
head.  They  have  been  applied  to  defraying  the  expenses 
for  a  survey  on  Lake  Champlain,  repairs  at  Fort  Morgan, 
Bienvenue,  Dupr6,  and  Forts  Wood  and  Pike. 

The  appropriation  of  $100,000  for  incidental  expenses 
has  been  applied  to  the  restoration  of  Fort  Mifflin,  purchase 
of  additional  land  at  Fort  Mf  Henry,  preparing  gun-trav- 
erses and  platforms,  furnaces  for  heating  shot,  and  fitting 
up  magazines,  &c.  al  Boston  harbor,  Newport,  New  York, 
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Fort  McHenry,  Fort  Severn,  Fort  Waahington,  Fort  Cal- 
houn, Fort  Cafi  well,  Fort  Pulaski,  and  forts  on  the  Gulf  of 
Mftxico. 

harbohb  and  biters. 
Chicago  harhoTy  Illinois. — The  season  had  so  far  ad- 
vanced when  the  appropriation  for  this  work  became  avail- 
able, that  workmen  and  laborers  seeking  employment  in  the 
country  had  made  permanent  engagements  elsewhere;  and 
therefore  little  progress  has  been  made  since  my  last  annual 
report,  other  than  to  procure  a  dredging-machine  and  ma- 
terials. Operations  have  been  delayed  since  they  were  re- 
sumed tliis  year  by  boisterous  and  unfavorable  weather, 
which  has  prevented  any  extension  of  the  north  pier  into 
the  lake.  The  south  pier  has  been  extended  150  feet,  and 
should  the  weather  allow,  it  is  contemplated  to  carry  it  280 
feet  farther  this  fall,  and  to  endeavor  to  raise  it  iu  whole 
height,  no  part  of  which  is  now  more  than  one  foot  above 
the  surface  of  the  lake.  This  will  make  both  piers  of  equal 
length,  extending  twelve  hundred  and  sixty  feet  into  the 
lake,  and  across  the  crest  of  the  outer  bar,  into  full  eleven 
feet  water.  It  is  believed  that  by  means  of  the  dredging- 
macUne,  a  channel,  sixty  feet  broad  and  of  sufficient  depth, 
will  be  opened  along  one  of  the  piers  this  fall,  which  will 
admit  vessels  from  the  lower  lakes  to  enter  the  river  and  lie 
up  for  the  winter.  Eight  hundred  cords  of  stone  have  been 
deposited  in  the  piers  this  year,  and  it  is  contemplated  the 
next  season  to  extend  the  north  pier  about  one  hundred  yards 
fiirther  into  the  lake,  which  will  probably  be  sufficient  to 
secure  a  safe  entrance  and  protect  the  channel  from  being 
filled  with  the  moving  sands.  The  great  and  increasing 
trade  and  prosperity  of  the  town  of  Chicago  and  adjacent 
country,  urge  the  importance  of  a  speedy  completion  of  the 
improvement  of  this  harbor,  and,  therefore,  the  full  amount 
of  the  estimate  asked  is  recommended  to  be  granted. 

Harbors  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie,'^The  prog- 
ress of  these  works  has  been  retarded,  1st,  by  the  lateness 
of  the  season  at  which  the  appropriation  for  their  continu- 
ance became  available;  2d,  from  the  necessity  of  changing 
the  general  superintendent  of  the  greater  number  of  them, 
whoso  services  were  elsewhere  required;  and,  3d,  from  the 
unprecedented  continuous  and  violent  storms,  and  the  rise 
of  the  water  on  that  shore  of  the  lake  more  than  2^  feet 
higher' on  an  average  thrm  has  been  known  for  12  years. 
Their  condition  in  detail  is  set  forth  In  the  report  of  the 
general  superintendent,  which,  from  the  great  interest  felt 
in  their  prosperity,  is  annexed,  marked  A,  and  to  which  I 
beg  leave  to  refer. 

Mouth  of  Oak-orchard  creek.  Lake  Ontario,  N,  K — 
Five  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress  for  the  formation  of  a  harbor  at  this  place.  The 
work  has  been  commenced,  and  the  pier  extending  from  the 
western  shore  to  contract  the  mouth  of  the  creek  has  been 
completed.  The  piers  to  be  constructed  on  each  side  of  the 
channel,  and  to  extend  1,160  feet  into  the  lake  to  deep  wa- 
ter, will  be  embraced  in  next  year's  operations.  A  sketch 
of  the  plan  of  improvement  pursued  is  appended,  marked  B. 

Mouth  of  Genesee  river,  iV.  Y. — Operations  at  this 
point,  since  the  appropriation  for  1836  became  available, 
have  been  confined  to  repairing  those  portions  of  the  piers 
that  have  been  found  to  subside  in  the  sandy  bed  of  the 
lake.  The  local  agent  reports  that  they  remain  firm,  and 
that  the  channel  is  open,  and  as  deep  as  the  navigation  of 
the  lake  requires.  The  more  sfiecial  object  of  the  last  ap- 
propriation, viz.,  the  permanent  stone-work,  has  not  been 
and  cannot  be  carried  into  effect  until  the  waters  of  the  lake 
sufficiently  subside  to  allow  the  masonry  to  be  begun  at 
such  a  point  as  to  ensure  its  being  always  covered,  even  at 
their  lowest  stages,  thereby  securing  the  preservation  of  the 
timber-work  below.  The  unusual  height  attained  by  the 
waters  of  the  lake  in  June  last,  forbids  the  construction 
above  described,  and  they  have  not  yet  subsided.  Arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  procuring  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  stone,  and  of  a  suitable  kind. 


Big  Sodus  bay.  Lake  Ontario,  N.  Y. — ^The  operation 
of  dredging  out  the  channel  between  the  piers  at  this  place 
has  been  satififactorily  advanced  since  the  work  was  reso- 
med  this  season;  one-half  of  it  having  been  opened  to  16 
feet  depth  of  water,  and  which  at  the  lowest  stage  of  die 
lake  wiU.  afford  a  draught  of  14  feet.  The  work  is  repre- 
sented to  give  evidences  of  remaining  a  permanent  tmprove' 
ment 

Oswego,  Lake  Ontario,  N,  y.-^This  work  has  been 
much  retarded  and  embarrassed  the  past  year  by  the  extra- 
ordinary high  water  in  the  lake,  which  has  been  about  83 
finches  above  its  ordinary  level.  The  labor  and  expense  of 
preparing  the  bed  of  the  pavement  of  the  mole  and  arranging 
the  stones  at  the  base  were  consequently  much  augmented, 
and  the  process  of  quarry  uig  large  stone  for  the  base  of  the 
mole  was  entirely  abandoned  in  consequence  of  the  quar- 
ries being  overflowed  by  the  water  from  the  lake.  The  op- 
erations for  the  year  have  been  limited  to  removing  the  tem- 
porary construction  around  the  foundation  of  the  light- 
house, and  rebuilding  it  in  a  more  permanent  manner;  to 
laying  about  13,500  square  feet  of  pavement,  and  receiving 
2, 843  tons  of  paving  stone.  The  report  of  the  local  agent, 
giving  a  concise  history  of  the  operations  since  the  year 
1833,  and  his  views  relating  to  its  construction,  is  append- 
ed, marked  C,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  for  more  pertic* 
ular  information. 

Perhaps  it  would  be  interesting  to  observe  at  this  place 
the  effect  produced  by  the  works  just  described  upon  their 
immediate  vicinity,  and  what  benefit  the  country  at  large 
will  derive  fi-om  their  construction. 

The  four  last-named  are  on  Lake  Ontfirio.  -The  im- 
provement at  Oak-orchard  creek  has  but  just  commenced, 
and  is  spoken  of  as  one  of  the  points  for  the  debouche  of 
the  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of  Niagara.  One  railroad 
has  been  extended  along  the  margin  of  the  Genesee  towards 
the  piers  at  its  month,  and  a  second  projected  and  char- 
tered. A  canal  has  been  commenced  firom  Sodus  bay,  by 
which  a  communication  through  Cayuga  lake  into  Penn- 
sylvania, thence  through  the  8usquehannah  river  canal  to 
Chesapeake  bay,  will  be  opened  to  the  commerce  of  the 
Northern  lakes  to  the  New  York  and  Southern  markets^ 
This  line  of  intercourse,  uniting  the  Northern  and  Southern 
States  by  the  strong  tie  of  mutual  and  commercial  interests, 
and  furnishing  an  easy  and  expeditious  route  for  mititaiy 
transportation  from  the  Northern  to  the  Southern  frontier, 
must  be  considered  a  work  of  a  truly  national  character. 

A  branch  of  the  New  York  and  Erie  canal  already  ex- 
tends to  Oswego,  through  which  the  produce  of  the  dkorm 
of  Lake  Ontario  is  conveyed,  to  be  distributed  throqgh  the 
whole  country.  From  the  time  of  the  first  commencement 
of  these  works,  in  1829,  the  navigation  and  tonnage  on  the 
lake  have  more  than  doubled  in  extent  and  quality;  and  the 
population  surrounding  these  districts  has  increased  in  a 
ratio  of  one-third. 

Monument  on  Steele* s  ledge,  Maine. — As  stated  in  the 
last  annual  report,  diis  structure  was  then  completed,  with 
but  a  slight  exception.  The  agent,  in  January  last,  re- 
ported that  his  operations  had  been  brought  to  a  close,  and 
recommended  that  the  small  balance  of  funds  in  his  hands 
should  be  applied  in  buoying  out  the  channel  leading  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Penobscot  river,  the  direct  course  to  I^ospect 
harbor,  Bucksport,  Frankfort,  and  Dangor,  which  at  pres- 
ent can  only  be  safely  navigated  at  certain  stages  of  the 
tide.  It  was  estimated  that  it  would  cost  about  $150  to 
mark  out  the  channel  and  render  it  secure  at  all  tides;  but, 
as  the  appropriation  was  specific  for  a  monument  on  the 
ledge,  the  department  believed  it  had  no  authority  to  sanc- 
tion this  application.  It  is  now  recommended  that  the  bal- 
ance of  this  appropriation  may  be  applied  to  the  purpose 
above  mentioned,  and  it  is  therefore  included  in  the  esti- 
mate to  be  re-appropriated  for  that  object. 
Breakwater  onStanford  ledge,  Portland  harbor,  Mainc,^-^ 
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Ten  thousand  dollar*  were  appropriated  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress  for  the  commencement  of  this  object  The 
officer  under  whose  general  superintendence  the  work  was 
placed^  reports  that  no  permanent  agent  had  yet  been  ap-<  > 
pointed  to  take  charge  of  the  operations,  but  Uiat  the  gen- 
tleman consenting  at  hb  request  to  assLst  in  the  preliminary 
anrangementB,  had  Informed  him  that  a  contract  had  been 
made  for  constructing  the  first  section  of  the  breakwater, 
extending  on  Stanford  ledge  400  yards  from  the  shore. 

Piers  at  Kennebunk,  Maine, — ^The  sum  of  |7,500  for 
continuing  this  work  was  appropriated  in  July.  As  much 
of  the  most  favorable  season  for  operations  had  then  passed, 
the  work,  if  commenced,  could  not  be  completed  this  year, 
and  it  was  apprehended  that,  if  left  in  an  unfinished  state, 
exposed  to  the  action  of  the  sea  during  the  winter,  its  safe- 
ty would  be  endangered;  the  agent  was  therefore  instructed 
to  Umit  his  operations  to  jthe  collection  of  materials,  and  to 
8«eh  arrangements  as  might  be  necessary  for  commencing 
the  work  next  roring. 

Deepening  the  dumnel  of  the  Cocheeo  hrameh  of  the 
Piseatfxqwi  river y  leading  into  Dover  fiarbor.  New  Hamp^ 
s^re.-^Arrangement8  have  been  made  by  the  general  su- 
perintendent for  commencing  the  necessary  operations  for 
this  improvement,  for  which  $5,000  were  appropriated  in 
July  last.  No  report  of  the  progress  of  the  work  has  yet 
been  received. 

Merrimack  rivers  Massachusetts. — ^The  agent  at  this 
place  reports  that  the  breakwater  under  his  charge  is  com- 
plete, with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  a  few  tons  of  stone, 
for  which  the  available  means  are  sufficient. 

Breakwater  at  Sandy  bay,  Massachusetts. — Ten  thou- 
nnd  dollars  were  appropriated  by  Congress  at  its  last  ses- 
sion for  this  object  The  work  has  been  commenced,  and, 
up  to  the  80th  of  September,  5,635  tons  of  stone  had  been 
deposited  on  the  site  of  the  bresik water.  The  balance  of  the 
funds  applicable  for  this  year  will  be  absorbed  by  contracts 
which  have  been  made  for  the  delivery  of  materials  during 
the  fall  and  winter.  A  liberal  appropriation  for  the  pros- 
ecution o{  this  important  work  next  year  is  earnestly  Vec* 
ommended. 

Preservation  of  Rainsford  island,  Massadiusetis. — ^The 
preservation  of  tms  island  was  first  commenced  by  the  State 
of  Maasachusetts,  whose  Legislature,  in  1835,  ginnted 
$4^  500  for  the  purpose.  The  appropriation  of  $  1 5, 000  by 
Congress  at  its  last  session  for  the  same  object,  has  been 
a{»plied  in  continuation  of  the  work  thus  commenced,  and, 
up  to  the  30th  September,  485  cubic  yards  of  masonry, 
128  running  feet  of  coping,  and  about  380  cubic  yards  of 
embankment,  have  been  executed.  The  wall  proposed  for 
the  preservation  of  the  island  is  contemplated  to  be  about 
1,200  feet  long,  averaging  about  7  feet  thick  at  the  base, 
and  varying  in  height  from  7  to  12  feet  Eight  hundred 
feet  of  this  distance  have  been  worked  on.  In  front  will 
be  placed  a  quantity  of  ballast  stone  for  its  protection,  and 
the  space  between  the  vrall  and  the  natural  bank  will  be 
filled  in  with  earth  and  small  stone. 

Duxbury,  Massachusetts. — Five  thousand  dollars  were 
appropriated  at  the  last  session  of  Cong^ress  <<  for  preserv- 
ing the  point  of  land  leading  to  the  fort  and  light-house  at 
the  Gurnet."  The  general  superintendence  of  the  neces- 
sary operations  was  committed  to  an  officer  of  the  corps  of 
engineers.  Agents  have  been  appointed  to  conduct  the 
work,  and  such  instructions  given  them  as  were  deemed 
sufficient     No  report  of  their  progress  has  been  received. 

Plymouth  beach,  Massachusetts. — The  amount  of  last 
year's  appropriatio|i,  |500,  has  been  applied  to  repairing 
the  breakwater  and  brush  fence,  injured  by  the  storms  of 
last  winter.  The  grass  that  has  been  planted  to  protect 
the  beach  and  arrest  the  drifting  sand  is  represented  to  be 
increasing,  and  the  estimate  asked  for  by  the  local  agent 
ibr  next  year,  he  states  can  be  applied  to  much  advantage 
in  extending  the  wall  on  the  northeast  side  of  the  break- 
water, planting  grass,  and  repairing  fence. 


Provineetoum  harbor,  Massachusetts. — The  plantation^ 
of  grass  at  this  place  is  represented  by  the  local  AgsD^-^tb" 
in  a  flourishing  condition.     About  200  acres  have  been 
planted  this  season,  and  the  same  quantity  is  contemplated 
in  the  estimate  for  next  year. 

Hyannis  breakwater,  Massachusetts. — The  present 
lengtii  of  this  breakwater  is  upwards  of  1,100  feet.  The 
foundation  of  the  eastern  extremity  is  extended  as  far  as  the 
plan  contemplates,  but  before  it  is  completed  on  the  top  it 
is  desirable  that  all  settlement  should  cease.  Thi^  end  is 
much  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  sea  and  ice,  and  requires 
to  be  constructed  of  large  stone.  It  is  also  on  this  end  that 
a  beacon  light,  if  built,  must  be  placed.  The  west  end  re- 
quires to  be  extended,  agreeably  to  the  plan,  about  200  feet. 
The  completion  of  this  breakwater  is  represented  to  be  im- 
portant to  commerce  and  navigation,  as  it  is  the  best  if  not 
only  harbor  from  Cape  Cod  to  Vineyard  sound,  and  affords 
commodious  and  safe  anchorage  for  vessels  on  that  coast. 
Its  completion  in  a  permanent  manner  it  is  estimated  by  the 
agent  will  cost  about  $15,000;  $5,000  for  the  completion 
of  the  east  end  and  construction  of  a  beacon  light,  and 
$10,000  to  finish  the  west  end.  The  working  season  at 
this  place  is  stated  to  be  not  more  than  six  months  in  the 
year,  and  that  the  last  was  particularly  unfavorable  to  the 
progress  of  operations. 

Mouth  of  Bass  river,  Massachusetts. — Ten  thousand 
dollars  were  appropriated  by  Congress  at  its  last  session  for 
the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  this  river. 
The  general  superintendence  of  the  proposed  works  was 
committed  to  an  officer  of  this  department,  who  was  di- 
rected to  visit  the  scene  of  operations,  and  give  such  in- 
structions as  the  case  required.  Three  individuals,  who, 
it  was  supposed,  would  equally  represent  the  interest  of  the 
community  affiacted  by  the  contemplated  improvement,  were 
selected  to  take  immediate  charge  of  the  works.  Before  the 
proper  arrangements  could  be  made,  so  much  of  the  work- 
ing season  had  elapsed  that  it  was  not  considered  advisable 
to  execute  any  portion  of  the  work  this  year.  Very  little 
could  have  been  done,  and  so  little  that  it  would  probably 
be  of  greater  harm  than  good.  It  is  expected  that  every 
preparation  will  be  made  by  the  agents  the  ensuing  fall  and 
winter  for  commencing  operations  in  the  spring. 

New  Bedford,  Massachusetts. — The  application  of  the  sum 
appropriated  by  Congress  ($10,000)  for  the  removal  of  the 
wreck  in  this  harbor,  has  been  committed  to  local  agents 
appointed  to  superintend  the  work,  but  from  the  late  period 
at  which  the  appropriation  became  available,  and  the  delays 
attendant  on  completing  the  necessary  arrangements,  the 
season  had  so  far  advanced  that  it  was  represented  to  the  de- 
partment that  to  commence  operations  before  next  spring 
would  be  attended  with  gpreat  additional  expense,  as  the 
principal  part  of  the  work  lies  under  water.  It  was  there- 
fore considered  more  advantageous  to  make  the  requisite 
preparations  for  beginning  at  that  time. 

Breakwater  at  Church's  cove,  Rhode  Island. — Ten  thou- 
sand dollars  were  appropriated  in  July  last,  for  constructing 
a  breakwater  at  this  place,  according  to  a  project  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Anderson,  of  the  topographical  engineers. 
Instructions  as  to  the  manner  of  executing  the  work  have 
been  given  to  the  agent  selected  to  superintend  it  It  is 
considered  advisable  that,  before  making  any  actual  com- 
mencement, there  should  he  purchased  a  small  portion  of 
the  ground  at  the  junction  of  the  breakwater  with  the  shore, 
so  that  the  United  States  may  possess  the  fee  simple  of  the 
land  above  and  below  water,  on  which  they  build,  and,  also, 
the  right  of  way  to  and  from  it.  Measures  liave  been  ta- 
ken to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  making  such  purchase, 
and  an  estimate  will  bo  presented  for  the  purpose,  so  soon 
as  tne  term«  can  be  ascertained. 

Thames  river,  Connecticut. — An  agent  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  apply  the  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  deepen- 
ing the  channel  of  this  river.     He  has  been  directed  to  con- 


86 


APPENDIX— lb  Gales  8f  Seatan's  Register. 


%Ath  CoNo.  2d  Ss88.]  Documente  atcompanying  the  PtendmCa  Me»tag€. 


form  in  his  operations  to  the  project  of  Major  Bache,  of  the 
topogn^ihical  engineers,  upon  which  the  appropriation  was 
based,  and  to  fi^mm  all  his  attention  upon  the  upper  pier 
there  spoken  of,  until  the  general  superintendent  could  make 
arrangements  to  visit  Norwich  and  give  more  particular  in- 
structions.    No  report  of  operations  has  been  received. 

Sayhrook  harbor,  Connecticut, — ^Twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars were  appropriated  for  improving  this  harbor  by  remov- 
ing the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river.  It  was 
found  by  Colonel  Totten,  to  whose  general  care  the  work 
was  assigned,  that  no  plan  of  improvement  had  been  made, 
and  that  a  minute  survey  was  necessary  to  form  such  a  pro- 
ject  as  would  give  reasonable  expectation  of  proving  bene- 
ficial, which,  if  possible  at  all,  would  be  a  problpm  aa  deli- 
cate and  difficult  as  it  was  important.  A  requisition  has 
been  made  for  an  officer  of  the  topographical  engineers  to 
make  the  necessary  survey. 

Bridgeport  harbor,  Connecticut, — ^Ten  thousand  dollars 
were  abo  appiopriated  for  deepening  the  channel  leading 
into  this  harbor,  and  it  is  proposed — Ist.  To  dredge  a  chan- 
nel of  eight  feet  draught  and  100  feet  wide  through  the  outer 
bar;  2d.  To  increase  the  width  of  this  channel  to  150  feet, 
khould  there  be  funds  sufficient;  3d.  Should  the  appropria- 
tion still  hold  out,  to  increase  the  width  to  200  feet;  and, 
4th.  With  any  remaining  funds  to  open  a  channel  of  eight 
feet  dcp^  and  100  feet  width  through  the  inner  bar,  ulti- 
mately increasing  the  dimensions  of  the  channel,  as  the 
•access  of  the  first  operation  and  the  liberality  of  Congress 
■hall  justify  or  permit  Local  agents  have  been  appointed 
to  execute  the  work,  but  no  report  of  operations  has  been 
Nceived. 

Fairweather  isltmd,  Conneetieut- — ^Measuree  have  been 
taken  to  apply  the  appropriation  often  thousand  dollars  for 
constructing  a  sea-wall  for  the  preservation  of  this  island, 
according  to  the  project  of  Mr.  Farnham.  Agents  have 
been  appointed  to  carry  it  into  effect,  but  no  report  of  ope- 
imtions  has  been  received. 

Southport  harbor,  Cormeetieut, — Fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars were  appropriated  for  securing  the  public  works  at  this 
place.  A  local  agent  has  been  appointed  to  carry  out  the 
project  on  which  the  appropriation  was  based.  He  reports 
that  the  contract  entered  into  for  the  protection  of  the  dike 
and  channel  is  in  a  good  state  of  progress;  that  its  comple- 
tion will  absori>  the  whole  appropriation;  and  that  about 
fifteen  Uiousand  cubic  feet  of  the  wall  will  be  left  unfinished, 
which  will  leave  that  part  of  the  dike  constantly  exposed  to 
the  action  of  the  sea,  and  in  great  danger  of  being  swept 
into  the  channel.  He  estimates  that  about  one  thousand 
dollars  will  be  necessary  for  the  continuation  of  the  wall, 
and  to  be  required  for  the  protection  of  the  channel  and 
harbor. 

Harbor  of  Westport  and  beach  at  Cedar  point,  Conmec" 
•  #ieu/.— ^Three  thousand  dollarl  were  appropriated  for  im- 
proving the  harbor  of  Westport,  and  one  thousand  dollars 
for  securing  the  beach  at  Cedar  point.  These  have  refer- 
ence to  the  same  harbor,  and  agents  have  been  appointed 
to  carry  into  effect  the  wishes  of  Congress.  The  particu- 
lar object  of  the  first-mentioned  appropriation  is  the  cutting 
a  canal  through  the  «  great  marsh,"  according  to  the  pro- 
ject of  Colonel  Anderson,  of  the  topog^phicsJ  engineers. 
And  the  further  protection  to  be  afforded  to  Cedar  point  is 
contemplated  to  be  obtained  by  a  leaning  wall  of  large 
stones,  four  feet  thick,  and  four  or  five  feet  above  high  wa- 
ter, extending  firom  the  end  of  the  point  to  the  high  part  of 
the  gravel  beach.  No  report  of  operations  has  been  re- 
ceived. 

Staten  island.  New  York, — Nineteen  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  were  appropriated  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress for  building  an  ice-breaker  on  this  island.  The  de- 
partment was  in  possession  of  no  plan,  report,  or  other  in« 
fonnation,  by  which  it  could  ascertain  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  designad  to  apply  these  funds.     The  general  super- 


intendence of  the  necessary  operations  was  aasigwsd  to  Mar 
jor  J.  L.  Smith,  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  who  leaned, 
through  the  eolleotor  of  New  Yoitt,  that  the  object  of  the 
appropriation  was  to  provide  a  breakwater  at  the  quaranthw- 
ground,  to  protect  the  public  wharf  and  buildings  from 
northeast  gales. 

Upon  examining  the  plan  proposed  for  this  objact,  an- 
other presented  itself,  better  adapted  to  the  purpose,  which 
was  consequently  adopted.  Nothing  has  yet  been  dona 
towards  the  construction  of  the  work;  nor  has  the  gMMial 
superintendent  found  time  to  make  any  pretiminaiy  sr- 
rangements,  except  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  prueu- 
ring  piles.  His  report,  entering  into  the  details  of  the  sob* 
ject,  is  annexed,  marked  D,  to  wluch  Ubeg  leave  to  refer 
you. 

New  Brunswick  harbor.  New  Jersey. -^Thi^  applicalioii 
of  the  sum  (seven  thousand  dollars)  appropriated  for  im* 
proving  this  harbor,  by  removing  the  obstructions  in  tba 
Raritan  river,  according  to  the  plan  reported  by  Major  Badie, 
of  the  topographical  engineers,  was  also  assigned  to  the  gan- 
eral  superintendence  of  Major  Smith.  It  was  not  bdbre 
late  in  August  that  he  was  put  in  peeseosion  of  the  chart  of 
the  river,  and  a  copy  of  the  report  and  estimate.  Wban  up- 
on the  point  of  proceeding  to  make  a  personal  ezaminatioB 
of  the  obstructions  in  question,  he  learned  that  the  sevnd- 
ings  of  this  river  were  required  in  connexion  with  the  survey 
of  the  coast,  the  use  of  which,  in  carrying  on  the  requisite 
operations  for  improving  its  navigation,  was  politely  oflfor- 
ed  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  this  duty.  He  thersfoie  has 
deferred  his  examination  until  said  officer  shall  be  engaged 
in  these  soundings. 

Little  Egg  harbor.  New  Jersey. -^The  appropriation  of 
$5,000  for  the  protection  and  improvement  of  tfaishaibor, 
referred  to  the  preservation  of  Tueker^s  island. 

So  soon  as  the  plan  and  report  alluded  to  in  the  aet  of  ap- 
propriation were  received,  Msjor  Smith,  the  general  super- 
intendent of  the  work,  met  by  appointment  the  owner  of 
the  island,  on  the  site  of  the  contemplated  operations,  when 
such  arrangements  were  entered  into  as  the  case  required. 
It  was  intended  to  have  commenced  the  works  this  fell,  with 
a  hope  of  completing  a  part  of  the  plan  proposed,  but  same 
delay  having  occurred  in  acquiring  the  necessary  informa- 
tion, they  will  not  now  be  commenced  before  next  year, 
which,  perhaps,  is  not  to  be  regretted,  as  they  will  acqaira 
a  greater  stability  by  being  built  early  in  the  season,  and 
altogether  thereby  mutually  supporting  and  sustaining  eacb 
other. 

Hudson  river.  New  York. — ^The  plan  adopted  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  this  river  has  been  stated  to 
be  that  devised  by  the  special  board  of  engineers  constituted 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  subject.  The  pi  ogress 
made  the  past  season  in  advancing  the  system  there  propo- 
sed, the  beneficial  alterations  suggested  by  experience,  and 
a  detailed  account  of  the  operations  on  each  section  of  the 
whole  embarrassed  district  of  navigation  extending  between 
the  towns  of  Waterford  and  New  Baltimore,  as  well  as 
those  contemplated  next  year,  are  fiilly  set  forth  in  the  re- 
port of  the  local  engineer,  marked  £,  to  which  I  refer  for 
more  particular  information. 

Removal  of  the  bar  in  the  Delaware,  near  Fort  Mijfflsn, 
Pennsyhanta, — ^Fifteen  thousand  dollars  were  appropria- 
ted, in  July  last,  for  removing  this  bar,  witli  a  view  to  im- 
prove the  harbor  of  Philadelphia.  The  officer  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred  has  made  an  examination  of  this  ob- 
struction, and  reports  that,  in  his  opinion,  no  permanent 
good  can  be  effected  in  any  effort  to  remove  the  same.  Hb 
whole  communication  on  the  subject  is  appended,  mark- 
ed F. 

Chester  harbor,  PmrMy/soma.— Three  thousand  doHars 
were  appropriated  for  the  repairs  of 'this  harbor.  The  amount 
is  now  pledged  for  repairing  the  timber-work  of  the  five  piers 
and  wharves  with  the  three  connecting  bridges  forming  tlie 
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httfior.  The  plm  adopted  hasbeeafiratto  renew  the  moet 
deleetive  pait  of  the  works,  and  progreas  with  the  otiier 
pMPta-  mrtil  tfaer  fonds  sboold  be  exhausted.  The  southern 
pier,  whay(  and  coDBecting  btidge,  with  themooxing-poats, 
hare  been  oomptoted,  and  some  progress  made  in  cutting 
away  the  defective  ttmbers  of  the  nortfaem  piers.  It  is  anti- 
dps^  that  the  wood-work  of  these  will  be  completed  by 
the  fiiet  of  December,  and  filled,  as  far  as  the  material  from 
the  old  work  will  allow,  when  the  available  funds  will  be 
absortied,  and  a  small  additional  sum  lequired  to  perfect  and 
ceoipkate  die  work.  This  barber  was  the  only  one  last  win- 
ter in  a  condition  to  give  even  a  partial  shelter  to  vessels. 
The  present  repaiin  will  make  it  more  secure  for  some  years. 

Whungtm  hatiMr,  Deiatoare.-^Fiiteen  thousand  dol- 
l8i»  were  apptepriated  for  improving  this  harbor,  by  ramov- 
iB|^  tb»  bar  at  ^  mouth  of  Christiana  river,  accoiding  to 
the  plan  recommended  by  Major  Bache,  of  the  topographi- 
csl  engineem.  Thsee  of  the  members  of  the  City  Countcil 
oi  WiifBinglo»  bairebeaa  selected  to  take  charge  of  the  ne- 
naiiy  opamftooB.  It  has  been  thought  adviiable  to  omit 
8#  nracfa  of  tilia  *<plan  of  Major  Bache''  as  fcnms  any  part 
of  the  projected  jettea  in  the  Delaware,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
riveiS  as  it  is  not  now  seen  that  it  will  be  productive  of  the 
dasired  resnlte.  The  aBtimate  made  by  the  local  agents  for 
tiie  completion  of  this  improvement  exceeds  the  original  es- 
timate of  Major  Bache  l^  the  sum  of  $i  1, 165  42,  which  is 
erplained,  let,  by  the  greater  cost  of  blasting  and  removing 
the  rocks  below  the  old  feny;  2d,  the  di£kvence  between  the 
aotual  oost  of  the  requisite  and  necessaiy  maehineiy  and 
that  of  the  estimate;  and,  3d,  by  the  additional  amount  for 
aeryieea  in  extending  the  operation  of  dredging  through  the 
year  1888.  Bu^  by  omitting  the  construction  of  the  jettee,  as 
above  reeommended,  the  excess  of  the  oost  of  executing  the 
project,  as  estimated  by  the  local  agents,  will  be  $934  24, 
leaving  $15,747  73  to  be  appropriated  next  year. 

Harbor  of  Newea$tle,  De/tnoare.— The  repairs  of  the 
harbors  on  the  Delaware  river  for  protecting  its  com* 
merce  against  floating  ice,  owing  to  the  limited  i^ipropria- 
tions,  and  being  contrary  to  the  plan  recommended  from 
yew  to  year,  have  progressed  in  a  manner  to  do  but  little 
good  until  this  season.  The  work  executed  under  the  ap- 
propriation of  1835  consisted  in  cutting  down  to  low- water 
mark,  and  rebuilding,  widi  large  masses  of  granite,  one  of 
the  M  piers  at  Newcastle,  and  the  removal  to  low-water 
mark  of  the  wharf-work  connecting  it  with  the  shore.  This 
has  served  to  check  any  further  deposite  within  the  harbor, 
and  to  remove  a  portion  of  what  had  previously  accumula- 
ted. 

The  appropriation  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  for  the 
farther  improvement  of  this  harbor  became  available  at  so 
late  a  period  that  timber  in  the  large  quantities  required  for 
the  oonstmetton  of  the  two  contemplated  piers  could  not  be 
obtained  in  any  of  the  markets  accessible  to  this  place.  A 
sufficiency  for  one  pier  up  to  low-watermark  was  obtained 
with  aome  difficulty  and  at  a  high  price.  No  wharf-build- 
er being  found  willing  to  contract  for  doing  the  work  this 
etason,  it  was  undertaken  by  the  day.  Sudi  progress  has 
been  made  in  its  construction,  that  no  doubt  remains  of  its 
bemg  so  far  finished  as  to  be  sunk  in  position  before  opera- 
tions are  suspended  for  the  winter. 

Some  progrew  has  also  been  made  in  preparing  and  cut- 
ting large  masses  of  stone  to  form  all  that  part  of  the  pier 
above  low  water,  and  the  wh<^e  is  contracted  to  be  delivered 
by  Aeend  of  Deeember.  A  centre  <<mooring-pier,''  the 
.  wood-work  of  which  was  much  decayed,  has  been  removed 
and  partially  rebuilt  with  masonry.  Contracts  will  be 
made  this  UXL  for  the  supply  of  timber  needed  next  spring 
for  the  second  pier;  the  balance  of  funds  on  hand  being 
sufficient  to  authoriae  this  course,  upon  the  supposition  that 
Congress  will  now  grant  the  sum  necessary  to  complete  the 
work  as  designed,  and  calculated  to  make  a  safe,  perma- 
nm%  tad  eeevire  baibor,  ae  required  by  the  compact  be- 


tween Delaware  and  the  United  States.  Ten  per  cent, 
more  than  the  original  estimate  for  this  harbor  will  be  ne- 
cessary, in  consequence  of  the  prolonged  period  of  earac»- 
ting  the  work,  the  increased  prices  of  materials,  and  tiie 
high  advance  of  wages  of  mechanics  and  laborera  since  it 
was  prepared. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  hariiots,  tiie  com- 
meroe  of  the  Delaware  will  find  security  at  six  piers  at  and 
near  Fort  Mifflin,  r^Mui ed  as  part  of  the  defeneea  of  the 
river.  The  harbor  first  used  by  vessels  ascending  the*  bay» 
Port  Penn,  remains  in  a  dilapidated  slate.  Theoffleer 
charged  with  the  superintendence  of  the  woriu  on  the  Del- 
aware has  found  no  time  to  examine  its  condition,  or  to 
prepare  a  statement  of  the  extent  of  the  repair  it  may  require; 
nor  is  any  fond  available  for  making  any  taraporaiy  repair* 
or  renewing  mooring-posts  to  give  paitial  aecuriiy  to  ves« 
sels  the  apfHroaehing  winter. 

Delautare  BredhvaUr.'^Tht  further  prosecution  of  this 
work  waa  assigned  to  this  department  the  past-season.  The 
operations  of  the  year  are  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  gm>* 
oral  superintendent,  marked  G. 

The  quantity  of  work  done,  and  the  protectie»  at  thia 
time  afforded,  will  there  be  seeo,  aa  well  aa  the  alterations 
proposed,  and  the  benefits  anticipated.  Concurring  fully 
in  these  views,  I  recommend  them  to  your  iavorable  con- 
sideration, and  have  embraced  in  the  annual  estimates  the 
amount  deemed  necessery  for  1837. 

Harbor  of  Baltimore,  itfitf.— Twenty  thousand  doUam 
were  appropriated  by  Congress  at  their  last  session  for 
deepening  this  harbor;  the  application  of  which,  upon  tiie 
recommendation  of  the  mayor,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  portwardens  of  the  city.  The  plan  proposed  by  them, 
and  acceded  to  by  the  department,  was,  to  hire  the  dredg- 
ing apparatus  belonging  to  the  city  of  Baltimore,  believing 
that  the  withes  of  Congress  and  the  interest  of  the  city 
would  be  complied  with  more  effisctually  than  by  any  other 
method,  as  the  season  had  far  advanced.  About  one-half 
the  amount  appropriated  had  been  expended  up  to  tiie  80th 
of  September. 

Dismal-swamp  eanal,  li.— Fifteen  thousand  dollars 
were  granted  by  Congress,  at  its  last  session,  for  improving 
the  debouches  of  this  canal.  The  department  having  no 
officer  to  place  in  charge  of  the  work,  its  execution  was 
offered  to  the  board  of  directore  of  the  Canal  Company, 
which,  after  some  reluctance  on  their  part,  was  accepted, 
as  being  the  only  way  by  which  any  portion  of  the  appro- 
priation could  be  appUed  this  season,  or  the  benefits  expect- 
ed be  derived. 

Oeraeoke  inlet,  N,  C.-*-«It  was  contemplated  to  apply  the 
appropriation  granted  by  Congress  at  its  last  session,  ac- 
cording to  the  project  then  recommended,  in  constructing  a 
jettee  to  throw  the  current  of  Wallace's  channel  over  the 
shoal  separating  that  channel  fit>m  Beacon-island  slue.  ^ 
Owing  to  the  expoeed  situation  of  the  proposed  jettee,  it 
was  desirable  to  enter  upon  its  construction  in  that  season 
of  the  year  most  favorable  for  the  operation,  and  which  ex- 
perience has  shown  to  be  between  April  and  August;  after 
which  time  violent  gales  are  frequent  on  that  part  of  the 
coast.  The  appropriation  not  becoming  available  till  late 
in  July,  it  was  considered  most  prudent  to  defer  the  com- 
mencement of  the  work  till  next  year.  The  price  of  labor 
in  that  section  of  the  country  has  advanced  26  per  cent., 
which,  of  course,  will  increase  the  cost  of  the  jettee,  and 
$1,800  are  tjAied  for  in  addition  to  the  funds  now  availa- 
ble. By  a  register  kept  by  the  collector  of  Ocraooke,  it  is 
ascertained  that  1,116  vessels  have  passed  out  the  inlet 
within  the  last  year,  from  which  it  is  estimated  that  tiie 
trade  passing  through  this  inlet  ftdmishes  constant  employ- 
ment for  93  vessels,  or  for  about  9,300  tons. 

PamUeo  river,  iV*.  C — An  appropriation  of  $6,000  for 
improving  the  navigation  of  this  river  below  the  town  of 
Waahington,  was  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  Its 
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object  was  to  cut  a  channel  through  a  shoal  which  prevents 
veMeb  drawing  over  seven  feet  water  firom  coming  up  to 
the  town.  No  preliminary  surveys  or  observations  having 
been  made,  and  the  other  duties  of  the  officer  to  whom  the . 
general  direction  of  the  operations  was  obliged  to  be  com- 
mitted not  allowing  him  to  make  the  necessary  examina- 
tions, the  dredging-machine  employed  at  Ocracoke  inlet 
was  set  to  work  in  the  present  cluinnel-way.  The  shoal  is 
about  600  yards  wide,  and  9,636  cubic  yards  have  been 
excavated  and  removed.  It  is  expected  that  a  channel  50 
yards  wide  will  be  optoed  with  the  available  funds,  through 
whidi  vessels  drawing  eight  feet  water  may  pass.  Should 
a  prosecution  of  this  work  be  determined  on,  it  is  recom- 
mended that  a  survey  be  commenced  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  an  accurate  examination  be  made  of  the  currents  of  the 
river  in  all  its  stages. 

Beaufort,  N.  C ^Upon  the  arrival  of  the  officer  at  Beau- 

fert,  charged  with  tbe  application  of  the  appropriation  of 
05,000  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor,  he  had  reason 
to  suppose  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Congress  to  appro- 
priate it  for  the  purpose  of  removing  obstructions  in  Core 
sound,  the  only  navigable  communication  leading  into  the 
interior  of  the  State,  and  that  a  mistake  had  been  made  in 
the  caption  of  the  bill.  From  such  data  as  were  in  his 
possession,  he  was  unable  to  suggest  any  project  for  ex- 
pending $5,000  **  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Beaufort,''  by  which  any  good  or  permanent  effect  might 
be  produced;  and  the  department  could  not  authorize  its  ap- 
ptiaitioh  to  any  other. 

New  river.  North  Carolina. — An  appropriation  of 
$5,000  was  also  made  for  removing  obstructions  at  the 
mouth  of  this  river.  The  act  of  appropriation  contempla- 
ted the  application  of  the  dredge-boat  belonging  to  the  Cape 
Foar  river  to  this  purpose.  Upon  examination  it  was  found 
that  the  shoalness  of  the  water  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
rendered  it  impracticable  to  work  there  either  the  Cape 
Fear  or  Ocracoke  boat.  The  necessity  of  a  survey  at  this 
point  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  tiie  best  mode  of  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  the  river,  is  more  apparent  than 
ttt  Pamlico,  and  is  likewise  rc^mmended. 

Cape  Fear  river.  North  Carolina. — ^The  plan  which 
has  been  pursued  for  the  improvement  of  this  river,  both  by 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  and  the  United  States,  is  that 
recommended  by  Mr.  Fulton,  civil  engineer  of  North  Car- 
olina, with  certain  modifications.  It  consists  in  shutting 
up  all  the  chaimels  at  those  points  where  obstructions  are 
caused  by  their  intersection,  except  the  one  selected  as  the 
most  eligible;  and  diminishing  the  width  of  the  river  by 
means  of  jettees,  thereby  producing  more  uniformity  in  the 
current,  a  greater  velocity,  and  a  corroding  action  on  the 
bed  of  the  river.  Dredging  was  also  to  be  used  in  aid  of 
these  works,  relying  upon  the  increased  veloci^  of  the  cur- 
rent to  prevent  future  deposites  in  the  channel.  The  exe- 
cution of  this  plan  was  commenced  by  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  in  1823,  and  acted  on  until  1829.  In  1829,  the 
United  States  took  charge  of  the  operations,  which  have 
consisted  in  the  construction  of  jettees,  and  in  the  excava- 
tion of  the  channel  up  to  the  present  period,  with  but  few 
interruptions.  Five  of  the  jettees  recommended  have  been 
constructed,  and  one  built  by  the  State  repaired.  In  1827, 
nine  feet  was  the  greatest  draught  of  water  that  could  be 
carried  to  Wilmington.  Now,  vessels  drawing  12^  feet 
can  pass  over  the  shoals,  and  it  is  anticipated  that,  by  pros- 
ecuting the  system,  vessels  drawing  14  feet  will  be  enabled 
to  reach  the  wharves  of  Wilmington;  the  greatest  depth  that 
can  be  carried  over  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The 
operations  of  the  past  season  have  been  confined  to  dredg- 
ing on  the  middle  shoal,  securing  jettee  No.  3,  and  repair- 
ing and  securing  jettee  No.  7.  It  is  contemplated  the  next 
year  to  reconstruct  the  dike  between  CampbelPs  island  and  i 
the  western  shore,  built  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  to 
place  in  good  repair  the  jettees  now  constructed,  remove  ' 


the  logs  and  stumps  from  the  channel,  and,  if  ] 
construct  the  jettees  to  act  on  the  lower  shoal,  for  which 
an  appropriation  is  asked  of  $10,000.  The  value  of  thme 
improvements  to  the  State  of  North  Carolina  will  be  moen, 
when  it  is  recollected  that  the  trade  of  Wilmington  embra- 
ces the  exports  and  imports  for  one-third  of  the  State;  that 
its  exports  consist  in  naval  stores,  sawed  lumber,  timber, 
staves,  shingles,  rice,  cotton,  tobacco,  and  flax  seed,  be- 
sides some  other  articles;  that  the  shipping  engaged  in  its 
trade  amounts  to  76,931  tons,  besides  a  large  amount  of 
tonnage  in  coasting  vessels  carrying  domestic  produce  not 
included. 

llie  cost  of  these  improvements  has  exceeded  the  esti- 
mates, which  is  attributable  in  fiict  to  the  impossibility  of 
predicting  with  any  degree  of  certainty  the  efiects  of  hy- 
draulic operations,  and  the  results  of  injuries  and  disasters 
beyond  human  control. 

Savannah  river,  Georgia. — Operations  on  this  river  have 
been  embarrassed  by  faihng  to  obtain  the  authority  of  South 
Carolina  to  proceed  with  Sie  obstruction  between  Hutch- 
inson and  Argyle  islands,  by  the  employment  in  Florida  of 
the  steamboat  used  in  towing  the  loaded  fiats  to  a  place  of 
depoeite,  by  sickness  and  desertion  among  the  hands,  and 
the  impracticability  of  proeuring  another  boat  to  supply  the 
place  of  the  one  withdrawn.  The  report  of  the  local  engi- 
neer enters  into  a  detail  of  the  subjects  here  touched  on, 
and  will  show  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  to  obtain 
more  favorable  results.  From  these  considerations,  and  a 
desire  to  lay  before  you  full  information  on  this  subject, 
the  whole  report  is  appended,  mariced  H.  At  the  same 
time  the  question  is  respectfully  submitted  for  your  ccmsid- 
eration,  what  steps  must  now  be  taken  as  regards  that 
part  of  the  system  of  improvement  adopted,  relating  to  the 
proposed  obstruction  between  Hutchinson  and  Aigyle 
islands. 

Brunswick  harbor,  Georgia. — Ten  thousand  dollars 
were  appropriated  by  Congress  in  July  iast,  for  the  im- 
provement of  this  harbor,  by  remoring  the  Brunswick  bar. 
The  officer  charged  with  the  superintendence  of  the  woriL 
reports  that,  owing  to  the  late  day  on  which  the  funds  be- 
came available,  and  the  pressure  of  other  duties,  nothing 
has  yet  been  done  further  than  to  elicit  information. 

Inland  pass  between  St.  Mary*s  and  ^.  John's,  FIoT' 
ida. — During  the  past  year,  a  dmge-boat,  two  mud-flats, 
and  one  wood-flat,  have  been  completed  for  the  service  of 
this  work.  From  the  time  the  dredge-boat  was  established 
at  work,  which  did  not  take  place  till  late  in  June,  1,300 
cubic  yards  of  mud,  dec.  have  been  removed  from  the  chan- 
nel-way, and  is  represented  to  have  improved  materially 
the  passage.  The  operation  of  dredging  at  this  place  is 
necessarily  slow,  as  the  boat  can  only  work  while  afloat 
and  cannot  load  but  two  fiats  at  about  high  water.  Tbe 
officer  detailed  on  this  service,  and  who  had  commenced  a 
survey  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  best  mode  of 
surmounting  the  difficulties  of  many  short  turns  in  a  nar- 
row and  shallow  chaimel,  had  made  such  little  progress 
when  his  services  were  required  with  his  company,  that  his 
labor  and  the  expense  of  preliminary  preparations  were 
lost.  A  complete  project  of  this  improvement  has  not  yet 
been  made,  for  want  of  an  accurate  survey. 

Appalachicola,  Florida, — Ten  thoumnd  dollars  were 
appropriated  by  Congress  at  its  la&t  session  for  removing  a 
mud-shoal,  called  Bulkhead,  from  East  pass  to  this  place. 
It  was  deemed  advisable,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
mayor  of  the  town,  to  postpone  the  commencement  of  this 
work  until  the  results  of  the  operations  in  the  strait  cAoit- 
nel,  by  Mr.  Griswold,  should  be  exhibited.  In  tbe  mean- 
time the  officer  charged  with  the  general  -superintendence 
of  the  work  will  cause  an  examination  to  be  made  of  the 
East  pass  channel,  to  ascertain  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  impediments  it  contains. 

Mobile  harbor,  Alabama. — ^It  has  been  stated  m  the  pre- 
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▼iou8  annual  reporte  that  the  operations  for  improving  the 
Choctaw  pass  in  this  harbor  had  been  carried  on  by  con- 
tract The  dredging^machine  used  by  the  contractor  was 
so  much  injured  by  storms  in  November  last  as  to  be  ren- 
dered unworthy  of  repair;  up  to  that  time  the  contractor 
appeared  to  have  been  diJigent  in  the  prosecution  of  his 
work,  and  efforts  were  made  to  renew  the  contract,  which 
he  declined.  Proposals  have  since  been  invited  for  the  ex- 
cavation of  the  channel,  in  order  to  afford  it  increased  depth 
and  width,  without  success,  though  the  department  is  given 
to  understand  that  a  gentleman  from  New  Orleans  has  of- 
fered to  undertake  the  work,  and  it  is  hoped  that  an  agree- 
ment will  be  made  by  which  this  work  will  no  longer  be 
delayed. 

Pascagoula  river,  Mississippi, — Owing  to  the  necessity 
of  making  considerable  repairs  in  the  dredging-machine, 
and  also  to  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  carrying  on  the 
work  during  the  severe  winds  and  storms  which  prevail  in 
the  winter  and  spring  months,  operations  for  the  improve- 
ment of  this  river  were  not  commenced  till  late  in  April. 
The  work  has  since  been  prosecuted  with  great  energy  by 
the  present  contractor,  and  with  as  much  success  as  circum- 
stances would  admit  But  owing  to  the  ruinous  state  of 
the  machine,  and  the  unusually  low  tides  which  have  pre- 
vailed during  the  third  quarter,  as  large  an  amount  of  earth 
has  not  been  excavated  as  might  otherwise  have  been  ex- 
pected. Should  the  weather  prove  at  all  favorable,  the 
wortL  will  be  completed  as  far  as  proposed  during  the  ensu- 
ing winter.  The  examinations  made  of  the  work  executed 
the  preceding  as  well  as  the  current  year,  go  to  show  that 
the  outer  extremity  of  the  pass,  which  is  excavated  through 
soft  mud,  as  feared  in  my  last  report,  fills  up  nearly  as  fast 
as  excavated,  and  that  four  feet  is  the  greatest  depth  of  wa- 
ter that  can  be  depended  on,  and  it  seems  doubtful  wheth- 
er even  this  depth  will  continue  for  any  length  of  Ume. 
No  further  appropriation  will  be  necessary. 

Red  river,  Louisiana, — The  progress  made  in  removing 
the  great  raft  on  this  river  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  re- 
port of  Captain  Shreve,  marked  I.  In  accordance  with  his 
recommendation,  made  in  former  years,  and  of  the  necessity 
of  which  he  is  more  and  more  convinced,  $15,000  are  em- 
braced in  the  estimate  for  next  year,  for  working  a  dredge- 
boat  in  order  to  ke^  open  the  channel-way,  and  |8,000  for 
building  the  necessary  boat,  in  addition  to  the  $16,000  ap- 
propriated last  year  for  the  purpose,  and  which,  from  the  in- 
creased price  of  materials  and  labor  of  all  kinds,  is  not  suf- 
ficient. $65,000  are  besides  asked  for  by  Captain  Shreve, 
for  bis  operations  this  winter.  A  less  sum  he  thinks  will 
be  unavailing,  and  the  importance  of  its  early  appropriation 
he  represents  in  an  urgent  manner;  to  which  I  beg  leave  to 
add  my  earnest  recommendation. 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  below  the  fails  of  the 
Ohio. — ^The  report  of  the  operations  for  the  unprovement 
of  these  rivers,  from  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  to  the  mouth  of 
the  MissiBsippi,  is  annexed,  marked  K,  from  which  will  be 
seen  the  progress  made  during  the  year,  and  their  present 
condition.  To  this  are  added  the  reports  of  the  officers  of 
this  department  who  inspected  these  works. 

Ohio  river  above  tJte  falls, — ^The  report  from  the  officer 
charged  with  the  improvement  of  this  portion  of  the  river 
has  not  yet  been  received. 

Arkansas  river,  Arkansas. — ^During  the  past  working 
season,  nine  hundred  and  twenty-eight  snags  have  been 
removed  from  the  bed  of  this  river,  and  fourteen  hundred 
and  eighty- one  trees  cut  off  its  sand  bars,  and  under  its 
banks.  Although  by  these  means  its  navigation  has  been 
considerably  benefited,  yet  much  remains  to  be  done  to  ren- 
der it  safe.  The  accumulation  of  timber  in  this  river  is 
very  rapid,  owing  to  the  great  number  of  trees  deposited  in 
the  channel  by  the  caving  in  of  its  banks,  particularly  below 
Little  Rock,  and  which  must  continue  unUl  the  lands  on 
the  banks  are  cleared,  or  the  timber  felled  from  them.  This 


latter  plan  is  considered  very  essential  to  the  penaanen^ 
of  any  improvement  that  may  be  made  by  the  removal  it 
snags  now  in  the  channel. 

Cumberland  river. — The  wing-dam  and  embankments 
at  Line  island,  extending  in  length  1,687  yards,  with  a 
base  from  12  to  18  feet,  and  6  feet  high,  have  been  comple- 
ted, and  are  found  to  answer  all  the  purposes  intended,  and 
to  give  a  safe  and  uniform  channel  the  whole  length  of  the 
islands.  The  improvements  at  Dover  shoals,  in  Tennes- 
see, have  been  commenced  by  extending  a  wing-dam  from 
the  left  bank,  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  the  current  down 
the  right  shore.  Owing  to  the  large  quantity  of  material 
at  hand,  the  work  has  advanced  rapidly,  and  450  yards  of 
the  embankment,  from  8^  to  4  feet  high,  have  been  com- 
pleted. Two  hundred  and  eighty-three  snags  and  one 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  logs  had  been  removed  by  the 
snag-boat  {torn  the  channel-way  between  Nashville  island 
and  the  Big  eddy,  when  operations  were  suspended  by 
high  water.  In  consequence  of  a  disaster  to  the  boat  in 
March  last,  her  aid  has  been  lost  to  the  operations  of  this 
season.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  rebuild  her  this 
winter.  On  the  8th  of  August  the  river  rose  at  ClarkviUe 
25  feet  in  13  hours;  ail  the  small  streams  from  Harpeth  to 
Line  island  overflowed  their  banks,  forcing  into  the  river 
whole  trees,  logs,  and  rocks,  and  depositing  at  some  places 
bars  of  gravel  and  sand  across  the  river,  making  its  naviga- 
tion intricate  and  dangerous.  It  is  estimated  by  the  local 
agent  that  to  repair  ^e  damages  of  the  late  freshet  wUl 
cost  from  three  to  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  further  particulars  relating  to  the  improvement  of 
this  river,  I  refer  to  the  report  of  the  officer  of  engineers 
who  has  made  an  inspection  of  the  works,  marked  L. 

Pier  near  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri. — Fifteen 
thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  by  Congress,  at  its  last 
session,  for  building  a  pier  to  give  direction  to  the  current 
of  the  Mississippi,  near  this  place.  The  department  having 
no  officer  available,  the  execution  of  the  work  was  offered 
to  the  corporate  authorities  of  St.  Louis,  who  declined  its 
acceptance,  bjLa  resoltition  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Cap- 
tain Shreve  was  afterwards  directed  to  take  the  first  oppor- 
tunity his  duties  would  allow,  to  draw  up  a  a  project  of 
the  proposed  pier,  and  commit  its  construction  to  some 
suitable  person.  He  has  informed  the  department  that  the 
season  is  too  far  advanced  to  attempt  any  thing  before  next 
summer,  and  that  the  months  of  June  and  July  next  will 
be  as  early  as  the  work  can  be  commenced  to  any  advan- 
tage. He,  at  the  same  time,  has  suggested  the  propriety 
of  making  a  further  appropriation,  as  the  sum  now  available 
is  too  small  to  accomplish  any  work  sufficient  to  remove 
the  bar  from  tlie  harbor  of  St  Louis,  or  to  prevent  its  en- 
croachment on  the  landing,  and  that  not  less  than  $50,000, 
in  his  opinion,  can  effect  the  object  in  view. 

Mississippi  river,  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  and  the 
Missouri  river, — Forty  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress  for  improving  the  Mississip- 
pi river,  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  the  Mis- 
souri river.  The  report  of  Captain  Shreve,  to  whom  the 
duty  was  assigned,  is  annexed,  marked  M. 

Light-houses  and  beacon  lights, — The  condition  of  the 
light-houses  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  will  be  seen 
from  the  report  of  the  officer  to  whom  their  construction  is 
committed,  marked  A. 

The  agent  of  the  department  for  those  of  Genesee  and  Big 
Sodus^  reports  that  he  has  not  found  it  necessary  to  extend  his 
operations  beyond  the  preparation  of  copper  fixtures,  frames, 
lanterns,  and  lamps,  which  have  not  been  placed  in  the  bea- 
cons, as  he  has  wished  to  wait  for  a  firm  subsidence  of  the 
works  into  the  bed  of  the  lake,  the  only  security  of  their 
permanency.  He  also  reports  that,  during  a  late  storm,  the 
beacon  at  Genesee  has  subsided  and  fallen;  that  from  the 
lateness  of  the  season  he  shall  not  rebuild  it  before  spring, 
and  for  which  he  has  sufficient  funds  on  band. 
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Tiie  operations  for  the  light-house  at  Oswego  are  nearly 
brought  to  a  clow.  The  tower  is  completed,  the  iron,  glass, 
and  copper  for  the  lantern  and  windows  procured,  and  the 
lantern  itself  nearly  completed.  The  lamps  have  been  or- 
dered by  the  superintendent  of  light-houses,  and  are  expect- 
ed in  a  few  days.  The  funds  now  available  are  expected 
will  finish  the  work. 

Nothing  has  been  done  towards  the  construction  of  the 
light-house  on  Goat  island  the  past  season.  So  soon  as  the 
appropriation,  granted  in  fulfilment  of  the  estimate,  became 
available,  proposals  were  invited  for  the  construction  of  the 
whole  work,  or  the  supplying  materials.  Only  one  propo- 
sal being  received  upon  this  invitation,  and  that  for  a  part  of 
the  work,  oGSots  were  made  to  persons  experienced  in  such 
operations,  but  none  wete  found  willing  to  undertake  it  for 
a  sum  justified  by  the  ^propriation.  It  was  then  wished  to 
commence  the  work  immediately,  by  daily  labor,  which  was 
found  impracticable,  as  materials  could  not  be  collected  be- 
fore operations  would  have  to  be  suspended  by  the  weather. 
Proposals  are  advertised  for  anew,  for  beginning  the  work 
in  the  spring,  which,  if  unsuccessful,  will  be  commenced  by 
daily  labor. 

BOADS. 

Roads  from  Detroit  to  Fort  Gratiot,  and  to  the  mouth 
of  Grand  river,  in  Michigan, — No  appropriations  were 
made  for  these  roads  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  nor  has 
any  report  from  the  agent  of  the  department  been  received, 
etating  their  present  condition.  The  first  has  been  comple- 
ted, as  stated  in  my  last  report,  and  the  arrearages  due,  as 
then  explained,  have  not  been  liquidated  for  want  of  funds. 

Roaasfirom  Detroit  to  Chicago,  Saginaw  road.  Terri- 
torial roadjrom  Sheldon's  to  the  mouth  of  St.  Joseph, 
Territorial  road  from  Niks  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  St. 
Joseph,  Territorial  road  from  Clinton  to  the  rapids  of 
Grand  river,  road  from  Port  Lawrence  to  Adrian,  road 
from  Vistula  (^now  Toledo  J  westwardly  to  the  Indiana 
State  line. — For  the  condition  of  these  roads  I  must  refer 
you  to  my  last  annual  report  No  appropriations  have  since 
been  made  for  their  continuance,  nor  has  the  department  re- 
ceived any  report  of  their  preattit  condition.  The  presence  of 
the  officers  charged  with  their  superintendence  was  necessary 
with  theur  companies,  and  I  have  not  learned  what  progress 
las  been  made  in  the  application  of  the  balances  of  former 
appropriations. 

Road  from  La  Plaisanee  bay  to  the  road  leading  from 
Detroit  to  Chicago. — ^The  progress  on  this  road  is  not  such 
as  was  anticipated  or  could  be  wished.  The  whole  is  under 
contract  for  a  certain  portion  of  labor,  which  should  have 
been  completed  some  time  since;  yet,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  season,  scarcely  a  week  has  elapsed  of  weather 
favorable  to  operations.  Constant  rains  have  kept  the  earth 
in  a  state  unfit  for  working,  and  the  enormous  price  of  pro- 
visions and  labor  during  the  whole  season  has  interfered  with 
the  contractors.  Such  parts  as  do  not  seem  Likely  to  be  fin- 
ished without  this  coune  will  be  resold. 

This  importance  of  completing  this  road  acconling  to  the 
plan  commenced  by  the  department  in  1833,  and  which  had 
to  be  abandoned  for  a  more  economical  system,  is  urged  in 
strong  terms  by  the  superintendent.  He  has  submitted  an 
estimate  for  this  purpose,  amounting  to  $33,000. 

Road  from  Line  creek  to  the  Chattahoochie  river.  Aloha- 
ma. — In  my  last  annual  report  it  was  stated  that  all  the 
funds  for  this  road  had  been  expended,  and  that,  from  a  mis- 
apprehension of  the  agent,  there  was  an  arrearage  due  of 
$  1 ,  644  60,  for  which  no  appropriation  was  made,  and  which 
is  again  inserted  in  the  estimates  for  next  year. 

Road  from  Memphis  to  the  St.  Francis  river. — ^The  ef- 
forts that  have  been  made  to  advance  the  construction  of  this 
road,  and  the  many  causes  that  have  occurred  to  retard  it, 
together  with  the  progress  in  the  work,  are  fully  set  forth  in 
the  report  of  the  superintendent,  and  is  hereto  appended, 
marked  N^  for  your  infonnation. 


Cumberland  road  in  Indiana  and  IlUnois.'^ffo  ^^P^"^ 
has  been  received  from  the  offioer  changed  with  tiiis  wt»rk; 
it  will  be  laid  before  you  upon  its  arrival. 

Cumberland  road  in  OAto.-— For  the  condition  of  that 
portion  of  this  road  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, as  well  as  for  the  progress  made  in  its  coDsiructioD,  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the  superintendent,  herewith 
submitted,  marked  O. 

Cumberland  road  cast  of  the  Ohio. — ^The  report  of  the 
superintendent  of  that  portion  of  thu  road  lying  in  the  States 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  giving  a  detailed  accorait  of 
the  progiess  made  in  its  repair,  is  appended,  maiked  P.  It 
will  be  perceived  that  the  completion  of  the  bridge  o^r 
Dunlap's  creek,  which  was  anticipated  at  the  date  of  my  last 
report,  has  been  delayed  by  the  unprecedented  wet  weiUher, 
high  water  in  the  river,  and  scarcity  of  mechanioa.  The 
difficulties  interposed  by  the  authorities  of  Bridgeport  to  its 
location  caused  so  much  delay  in  commencing  the  masonry 
for  the  abutments,  that  the  contractors,  who  had  engaged  to 
finish  the  work  before  the  great  rise  in  the  price  of  labor, 
provisions,  and  mechanics*  wages  took  place,  not  being  able 
to  cx>mmence  their  operations  early  last  season,  declined  to 
comply  this  year  with  the  terms  of  the  contract  made  the 
hist,  and  thus  caused  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  its  construc- 
tion. The  great  rise  in  the  price  of  iron,  of  which  the  bridge 
is  to  be  constructed,  from  ^35  to  $65  per  tcm,  and  the  wi£- 
drawal  of  all  the  officers  of  the  army,  have  made  it  necessa- 
ry to  employ  civil  agents,  which  was  not  considered  in  the 
original  estimate,  and  also  materially  added  to  ita  cost,  and 
now  renders  necessary  for  its  completiim,  and  to  perfect  the 
whole  work,  $7, 183  68,  or  a  fraction  lees  than  one  per  cent, 
on  the  original  estimate.  All  the  repairs  are  finiahed  except 
the  execution  of  the  contract  for  completing  the  bridge  over 
Will's  creek,  and  that  for  finishing  the  masonry,  caatingthe 
iron-work,  and  putting  it  in  place  for  Dunlap's  creek  bridge. 

That  portion  of  the  road  lying  in  the  State  of  Virginia 
having  been  turned  over  to  the  State  the  last  year,  I  have 
nothing  to  communicate  concerning  it 

Military  Academy,  West  Fotn/.— The  sUte  of  this  in- 
stitution, as  well  as  its  capacity  for  great  uaefulnesa,  m 
exhibited  in  the  annexed  report  of  the  last  Board  of  Visit- 
jers,  marked  Q.  All  the  wants  of  the  Academy,  respeeting 
the  course  of  tuition,  the  necessity  of  larger,  more  secure, 
and  comfortable  buildings,  are  tiiere  detailed;  and  I  beg 
leave  particularly  to  call  your  attention  to  the  present  UMide- 
quate  provision  for  imparting  instruction  in  theatodies  of 
chemistry,  mineralogy,  and  geology,  the  two  last  of  which 
are  now  entirely  omitted;  as  well  aa  to  tile  insuffieieBcj  of 
the  rooms  provided  for  tiie  professors  of  nataral  philosophy 
and  chemistry.  The  remarks  of  the  Board  in  rektien  to 
the  course  of  religious  instruction  deserve  your  serious  con  • 
sideration,  and  the  importance  Uiat  is  attached  to  a  separa- 
tion of  the  duties  of  chaplain  from  the  professorship  of 
ethics.  The  introduction  of  cavalry  tactics  into  the  school 
is,  under  the  present  organization  of  the  army,  so  essential, 
that  I  have  embraced  in  the  estimates  for  next  year  a  sum 
for  tho  purchase  of  horses  necessary  for  its  instruction,  and 
for  that  of  light  infantry,  and  which  is  required  by  tiie  de- 
mands of  actual  service  and  the  policy  of  Government 
more  than  to  complete  the  military  education  of  the  cadets. 

In  the  general  estimate  of  funds  required  for  the  current 
expenses  of  the  Academy,  has  been  included  the  coat  of 
erecting  a  building  for  recitation  and  military  ezerciaes, 
new  barracks  for  the  military  detachment  stationed  at  the 
post,  a  bam,  and  public  sUbles.  The  building  first  named 
has  been  commenced  under  former  appropriations,  and  will 
unite  under  one  roof  a  large  hall  for  military  exercises,  six- 
teen recitation-rooms,  and  quarters  for  all  the  assiBtant  pro- 
fessors connected  with  the  institution.  The  condition  of 
those  now  used  for  these  purposes  has  been  so  fully  set 
forth  by  the  Board  of  Visiters,  that  no  further  leoommend- 
ation  can  be  wanting  to  enlist  your  favonUe  oonridsntioa. 
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Site  for  fortifications  fyn  Lake  Champ  tain. — ^The  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  18th  of  Apnl  last,  referred  to 
this  department,  has  not  yet  been  complied  with.  A  re- 
quisition for  the  survey  first  necessary  was  made  on  the  12th 
of  July,  and  which,  it  is  believed,  has  not  been  completed, 
from  the  officer  detailed  for  the  purpose  being  assigned  to 
other,  duties. 

Site  for  a  fort  on  the  Gulf  coast  of  the  Mississippi, — A 
requisition  was  made,  on  the  15th  of  July  last,  for  a  brig- 
ade of  topographical  engineers  to  make  the  survey  in  ques- 
tion, in  order  to  comply  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  20th  of  April,  which  was  referred  to  this  depart- 
ment.* "rtie  report  of  the  survey  has  not  yet  been  receiv- 
ed. 

Mottth  of  the  Mississippi  river. — Seventy-five  thousand 
dollars  for  increasing  the  depth  of  water  at  the  mouth  of  this 
river  was  appropriated  by  Congress  at  its  last  session, 
which,  by  the  act  of  appropriation,  required  a  previous  sur- 
vey before  it  could  be  applied.  A  request  was  made  on  the 
1 2th  of  July  that  a  brigade  of  topographical  engineers 
should  report  to  the  engineer  officer  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
for  the  purpose.  But,  having  recently  learned  that  no  top- 
ographical officers  could  enter  on  the  duty  this  fall,  the 
whole  subject  has  been  committed  to  that  officer. 

OMce  of  the  Chief  Engineer, — ^The  business  of  the  of- 
fice has  been  steadily  increasing  for  many  years,  and  is 
constantly  augmented  by  the  reference  of  new  objects  pro- 
vided for  at  each  succeeding  session  of  Congress.  An 
idea  of  this  increase  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that,  in 
1 823,  the  whole  amount  of  funds  referred  for  application 
was  $520, 1 50,  and  which  has  regularly  augmented  up  to 
the  present  time  io  $3,643,271  76.  The  duties  of  the 
clerks  have  consequently  so  increased  that  a  proper  record 
of  transactions  cannot  bo  kept  up,  and  the  salary  allowed, 
while  much  below  that  in  oUier  departments  whose  busi- 
ness whether  in  magnitude  or  responsibility  is  believed  to 
be  no  greater,  is  not  sufficient  to  remunerate  them  for  their 
services,  or  to  command  such  as  either  the  interest  or  de- 
spatch of  the  public  business  requires. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  report  of  operations, 
that,  in  many  instances,  no  provision  could  be  made  for 
applying  certain  appropriations  to  the  objects  intended, 
while  in  others  the  arrangements,  though  the  bent  within 
the  control  of  the  department,  were  not  such  as  could  have 
been  wished. 

The  desire  to  fulfil  the  wishes  of  Congress  led  me  to  im- 
pose upon  the  "officers  of  the  department  more  duty  than 
they  can  properly  execute,  and  more,  I  am  aware,  than  the 
interests  of  the  separate  works  would  authorize.  However 
frequently  and  earnestly  I  have  represented  the  impolicy  of 
this  course,  1  carmot  refrain  from  bringing  before  you  the 
propriety  of  adopting  some  measures,  either  to  reduce  the 
duties  now  devolved  upon  the  department,  or  to  enlarge  its 
powers  of  action  commensurate  with  the  wants  of  the  ser- 
vice. The  reasons  for  such  a  step,  drawn  and  substantia- 
ted by  the  annual  history  of  operations,  have  been  so  often 
given  that  they  need  not  now  be  repeated;  and  I  will  only 
add  that,  under  the  present  organiiation  of  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers, the  wishes  of  Congres.*},  so  far  as  they  depend  upon 
this  branch  of  the  service,  cannot  be  complied  with,  the 
public  interest  cannot  be  attended  to,  nor  the  defence  of  the 
country  keep  pace  with  the  number  of  appropriations.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  I  must  again  recommend  that  the 
number  of  clerks  in  the  office  be  increased  to  seven,  with 
salaries  equal  to  those  in  the  civil  departments,  and  that  the 
corps  of  engineers  be  doubled  in  its  numbers.  • 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  GRATIOT, 

Chief  Engineer, 

Vol.  XIII— i' 


UNITED  STATES  MILFrARY  ACADEMY. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Visiters  invited  by  the  Secretary  of 

War  to  attend  to  the  general  examination  of  the  Cadets 

of  the  United  StcUes  Military  Academy, 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War.- 

Sir:  The  undersigned  have,  in  compliance  with  your 
request,  attended  the  annual  examination  of  the  cadets  at 
this  post,  and  herewith  report  the  result  of  their  investi- 
gation. 

Having  been  instructed  by  their  letter  of  appointment  to 
'*  make  a  full  and  free  investigation  in  regard  to  the  course 
o(  instruction,  both  military  and  scientific,  to  the  internal 
police,  discipline,  and  fiscal  concerns  of  the  institution,*' 
the  Board  of  Visiters  entered  upon,  and  have  conducted 
their  examuiations  with  the  most  rigid  scrutiny.  Every 
facility  for  this  purpase  was  afforded  by  the  officers  of  thd 
institution. 

In  order  most  effectually  to  discharge  their  duty,  tho 
Board  committed  the  different  branches  of  their  investiga- 
tions to  committees  of  their  members,  whose  separate  duty 
it  became  to  examine  into,  1st,  the  fiscal  affairs;  2d,  the  in- 
ternal police;  3d,  4lie  course  of  instruction;  4th,  religious 
instruction;  and,  5th,  the  military  education  and  discipline 
of  the  Academy. 

These  several  committees  "have  submitted  to  the  Board 
the  result  of  their  respective  investigations;  and  their  re- 
ports, after  having  been  sanctioned  by  the  entire  Board,  are 
herewith  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  his  more 
particular  information  upon  those  several  objects. 

1st.  The  fiscal  affairs. — ^The  quartermaster's  and  paymas- 
ter's departments  were  careiiilly  examined,  and  satisfactory 
evidence  furnished  that  the  sums  appropriated  had  been 
properly  disbursed,  with  strict  regard  to  the  objects  intend- 
ed. The  particular  appropriations  necessary  for  the  year  . 
are  set  forth  in  the  estimate  marked  A,  annexed  to  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  and  are  recommended  by  this  Board. 

The  Board  believed  it  to  be  their  duty  to  examine  also 
into  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  cadets,  and  &iey  are  happy  to 
express  their  full  approval  of  the  discipline  and  regulations 
upon  this  subject.  Each  cadet  receives,  in  pay  and  ra- 
tions, $28  per  month,  and  no  more.  With  this  sum  he  is 
obliged  to  pay  his  board,  and  to  provide  all  the  furniture  to 
his  room,  all  his  books,  his  clothing,  and  every  necessary: 
the  Government  providing  nothing  for  him  but  instruction, 
arms,  and  a  room  to  lodge  in.  By  a  very  salutary  regula- 
tion, two  dollars  a  moath  are  reserve^  out  of  each  cadet's 
pay,  until  he  leaves  the  institution.  Thus,  if  he  is  dis- 
missed, he  has  the  means  of  returning  to  his  family ;  if  he 
graduates,  the  means  of  providing  himself  a  proper  uniform. 
The  wisdom  of  this  provision  is  apparent  from  the  fact 
(which  this*  Board  has  satisfactorily  ascertained)  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  cadets  are  of  indigent  parentage.  *  To 
preserve  an  entire  equality  among  them  in  this  respect,  tlie 
regulation  which  forbids  **  any  cadet  to-  apply  for  or  receive 
money  or  any  other  supply  from  his  parents,  or  from  any 
person  whomsoever,  without  permission  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,"  is  strictly  enforced.  Rigid  economy  therefore  is 
required  from  the  cadets,  to  enable  them  with  their  pay  to 
meet  the  necessary  demands  upon  their  funds.  They  are 
obliged  to  keep  accurate  accounts  of  their  expenditures,  and 
if  any  of  their  pay  remains  unexpended  for  necessaries,  they 
are  not  permitted  to  receive  it,  unless  for  special  purposes. 


•  Thus,  in  one  class,  (the  only  one  we  inquired  of,  and 
that  selected  accidentally,)  we  found  that  out  of  forty- 
eight  cadets  twenty -six  were  of  parentage  who  were  unable 
to  give  them  a  liberal  education;  and  instances  are  within 
the  knowledge  of  some  of  the  members  of  this  Board,  where 
individuals  from  the  humblest  walks  of  life  have  attained 
the  highest  honors  of  the  institution. 
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They  are  thus  with  great  care  taught  lemons  o(  on 
economy,  which  become  of  the  \itm<^val|i^  to  thkminailei 
life,  and  which  have  already  so  distinguiFhed  the  graduates 
of  the  Academy,  that  the  experiment  of  making  them  .  the 
disbursing  agents  of  the  Government  on  its  pubUc  works  has 
been  eminently  successful.  And  it  is,  doubtless,  from  this 
cause  that  they  present  the  excellent  example  of  having  dis- 
bursed millions  of  the  public  funds  without  a  doUax^s  defal- 
cation. 

This  is  considered  by  the  board  of  visiters  as  the  legitimate 
result  of  the  course  of  education  at  tho  Academy.  And  it 
must  be  apparent  to  every  one  that  the  strict  morality,  high 
sense  of  honor,  and  the  lessons  of  order  and  economy  which 
they  are  taught,  render  them  invaluable  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  will  compensate  the  nation  for  the  very  mod- 
erate expenditure  which  is  incurred  in  their  education.    / 

2d.  T^. internal  police. ^-ThiB  comprehended,  among 
other  things,  an  inquiry  into  the  provisions  for  the  comfort 
an^  the  regulations  ibr  the  conduct  of ,  the  cfidets  while  in 
barracks  pursuing  their  studies. 

.This  meets  the  entire  approval  of  the  board. 

Th<$  fare  ofall  the  cadets  is  precisely  alike.  They  eat  at 
a  common  ttdile.  The  furniture  of  their  rooms  and  their 
conveniences  are  the  same.  In  the  barracks  they  sleep  on 
the  floor,  and  on  the  ground  when  in -camp.  They  go 
through  guard  duty  in  succession;  and,  in  fine,  such  are  ^e 
regulations  and  discipline,  that  the  combination  of  military 
duties  with  their  scientific  studies  is  well  calculated,  not 
only  to  make  them  industrious  and  laborious,  but  to  inure 
them  to  th^  hard^ahips  of  a  soldier's  life. 

This  branch  of  the  inquiry  involved  an  examination  into 
the  situation  of  the  .public  buildings  and  their  fitness  for  the 
purposes  intended,  llie  accommodation  for  the  cadets,  m 
respect  to  room,  is  by  no  means  adequate  to  their  comfort! 
In  rooms  of  about  twelve  feet  square^  three  and  four,  and 
sometin^es  a  greater  number  of  cadets,  are  compelled  to  re- 
side. Thed4»  rooms'arebadly.constructed.  In  winter  time 
some  of.  them  are  v^y  eold,  'not  having  sufiicient  pro- 
tecti^Qlv^om  the  wind,  and  in  summer  some  are  uncom- 
fortably warm,  from  an  absence  of  ventilation.  The  build- 
ings which  the  cadets  occupy  are,  in  fact,  in  no  respect  dif- 
ferent from  the  ordinary  barracks  of  the  army,  except  that 
they  are  more  uncomfortable  and  built  of  more  unsubstantial 
materials.  The  judicious  expenditure  of  a  small  sum  upoi| 
this  subject  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  l>oafd,  be' very  de- 
sirable. 

The  want  of  accommodations  for  the  professors  and  their 
assistants  is  still  more  manifest.*  The  croveded  state  of  their 
laboratory  an^i  philosophical  rooms  adds  mucli  to  the  labor 
of  the  instructers,  and  consumes  much  of  their  time.  Be- 
sides this,  is  the  hazard  to  which  much'  valuable'^'property  is 
necessarily  exposed.  The  philosophical  apparatus  and  the 
library,  which  are  very  valuable,  arenow  m  the  same  build- 
ing with  the  chemical  laboratory,  and,  consequently,  very 
much  exposed  to  danger  from  fires.  Nothing  but  extraor- 
dinary care  has  preserved  them  until  this  time,  and  it  cer- 
tainly would  not  excite  the  wonder  of  the  board,  if  they 
should  learn  at  an  early  day  that  they  were  all  consum'ed. 
The  expenditure  of  $6,000  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  lK>ard, 
erect  a  suitable  fire-proof  building,  and  thus  guard  against 
the  unfortunate  destruction  of  property  which  could  not  be 
replaced  for  less  than  $100,  OOO: 

3d.  The  course  of  instruction, — By  the  regulations  of 
the  War  Department  for  the  gOVeirnment  of  the  Academy, 
two  studies  are  enumerated,  (among  those  which  are  to  be 
taught  to  the  cadets,)  which  are  entirely  omitted,  viz:  min- 
eralogy and  geology;  although  among  the  required  and  ne- 
ces8ai;y  studies,  no  adequate  provision  has  been  made  by 
law  for  the  endowment  of  a  professorcihip.  All  the  power 
which  thf ,  War  Department  has  over  the  matter,  is  to  detail 
a  lieutenant  of  the  army  for  duty;  but  as  this  officer  cannot' 
receive  any  additional  compensation  for  this  duty,  he  has 


no  jnd^cem^t  to  qualify  himself  for  teaching.  This  is  the 
cause  why  that  branch  of  education  has  been  abandoned, 
and  it  cannot  probably  be  resumed  without  a  special  provi- 
sion by  law.  The  importance  of  these  studies,  in  a  military 
point  of  view,  is  too  evident  to  require  from  the  board  any 
other  expresaon  than  that  of  their  hope  that  a  reform  in 
this  respect  will  be  speedily  accompUshed. 

This,  however,  is  not  the  only  provision  which  the  board 
deem  necessary  in .  order  io  place  the  difforent  branches  of 
instruction  on  a  proper  footing.  The  very  thorough  course 
of  instruction  pursqed  at  the  Academy  necessarily  requires 
a  large  number  of  instructers^  seventeen  of  whom  Teeei,ve  no 
other  compensation  for  their  servloea  than  the  pay  of  « lieu- 
tenant in  the  line.  That  pay  they  would  receive  if  with  thei^ 
regiments;  and  then  they  would  not  be  subject  to  the  ardu- 
ous task  now  imposed  on  them.  Consequently,  a  situation 
at  this  Academy  is  rather  avoided  by  the  officers  of  the  ar- 
my, than,  sought  afler,  and  when  once  assumed  is  abandoned 
as  soon  as-circumstances  will  permit;' and  the  board  has  as- 
certained that,  during  the  threeyears  ending  on  the  1st  ixteC 
twenty-six  officers  have  abandoned  their  situations  »t  tb^ 
Point,  and  that  one  professor  and  four  assistanti  will  leave 
before  the  end  of  the  approaching  vacation;  making  a  change 
of  ihirty-one  instructere  in  little  more  than  three  years. 
This  constant  change  is  a  serious  evil,  and  the  interests  of 
the  institution  certainly  require  a  remedy. 

It  cannot  excite  the  surprise  of  the  Department  that,  under 
existing  circumstances,  these  changes  ihould  frequently  oc- 
cur. Whatever  may  have  been  the  education  of  an  officer, 
it  is  no  slight  task  to  qualify  himself  to  instruct,  and  jMrop- 
erly  to  instruct;  and  it  cannot  be  expected  that  any  one 
would  voluntarily  assume  these  extra  labors,  when  no  com- 
penaa^qii  whatever  is  allowed  for  them. 

Another  difficulty  is,  that  an  officer,  when  he  becomes 
duly  qualified  as  an  instnicter,  finds  in  civil  life  far  greater  in- 
ducements; and  that.class  of  individuals  most  useful  to  Gov- 
emment,  from  their  scientific  attainments,  have  frequent 
ofifers  of  three  or  four  times  their  present  compensation  to 
assume  the  duties  of  aoipe,  civil  station.  Nothing  but  the 
strong  sense  of  obligation  to  the  nation  for  their  education 
which  peryades  the.  graduates  of  this  instit«ition,  has  pre- 
'  vented  a  more  ready  acceptance  of  these  offi^rs;  and  this 
board  do^'npt  hesitate  to  declare  its  firm  conviction,  that  if 
Govrnimevt.wouM  allow  to  these  individuals  only  one-half 
the  remunf rfition  which  they  can  readily  obtain  in  civil  life 
for  the  same  services,  the  sense  of  obligaticm  to  which  wc 
have  allyded  would,  retain  them  in  the  service  of  the  nation. 

The  present .  situation  of  professorship  of  chemistry  is  a 
fair  illustration  of  the  evils  of  the  present  system.  Thi» 
professorship  is  not  endowed,  and  this  etudy  can  be  taught 
only  by  detailing  an  officer  of  tlie  army  for  this*  frtupoac. 
The  present  .teacher  receives  as  his  entire  compensation 
$767  per.ai\num — not  as  much  as  he  would  receive  if  on 
staflf  duty,  at  some  other  post;  and  although  by  lorig  study 
and  practice  he  may  well  qualify  himself  to  teach,  he  i^  lia- 
ble at.  any,  monpeat  to  be  ordered  to  other  posts;  and  al- 
thouglj^  some  of  the  assistant  professors  in  other  brandies 
receive  extra  i^mpensation,  yet  he  is  not  allowed  any,  al- 
though at  .the  head  of  a  department  and  performing  duties 
as  Ul^rious  and  r9fiponsihlc  as  almost  any  other  professor. 

The  b9ard  of  visiters  feel  these  evils  so  strongly  that  they 
beg  leave  ^  suggest  a  representation  of  them  to  Congress, 
in  the  cqpjSdent  belief  that  there  will  be  no  hesitation  kmonK 
the  representatives  of  the  nation  in  providing  the  necessary 
rqmedies. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  difficulties,  the  course  of  in- 
suruction  is  very  perfect.  The  cadets  are  taught  the  ra- 
tionale of  their  studies,  to  think  for  themselves,  and  to 
apply  thei^  spientific  attainments  to  actual  prslctice.  The 
periot^c^l  examinations  of  the  cadets  not  only  test  their 
proficiency  in  theii  studies,  but  guard  against  the  bestowal 
.of  the  care  of  Government  upon  improper  objects:    Any 
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one  who  is  found  unwilling  or  unable  to  undei|[o  the  hard- 
ships of  his  academic  life,  to  submit  to  the  rigid  discipline 
of  the  institution,  or  to  manifest  a  suitable  proficiency  in 
his  studies,  is  dismissed.  This  sifiing  operation,  if  we  may 
ao  call  it,  is  prpductive  of  admirable  results.  Those  only 
who  are  found  worthy  are  permitted  to  enter  the  service  of 
the  nation :  the  unWort&y  ate  discharged.*  The  cadets  are, 
in  fact,  pari  of  bur  army.  They  enlist  for  five  years,  and, 
like  other  branches  of  the  Benrioe,  are  promoteicf  oi\ly  when 
their  conduct  justifies  it. 

It  became  a  question  with  this  board  whether  this  tenp 
of  enlistment  was  long  enough,  and  whether  the.  privilege 
of  resigning  at  the  end 'of  one  year  ailierthe  close  pf  their 
education  bad  not  been  so  fiur  abused  as  to  deprive  the  Oov- 
emment  of  such  benefits  from  the  service  of  .the  graduates 
as  would  afford  a  just  compensation  for  their  edupation. 

But  an  examination  produced  this  result;  that.  Qf  the  to- 
tal number,  841,  who  had  graduated,  only  66  had  resign- 
ed at  the  end  of  their  term  of  enUstmentf 

4th.  Religious  instruction. — In  this  branch,  the  educa- 
tion is  at  present  necessarily  deficient.  The  same  individ- 
ual is  now  obliged  to  officiate  as  chaplain  of  the  post,  and 
as  instructer  in  rhetoric,  moral  philosophy,  and  poUttcal 
science.  He  has  only  one  assistant;  and  it  is  physically 
impossible  for  those  two  individuals  adequately  to  discharge 
all  these  duties;  some  of  them  must  be,  and  necessarily  are, 
neglected.  The  religious  instruction  of  the  cadets  appears 
to  the  board  to  be  a  matter  of  too  much  importance  to  be 
neglecCed.  The  best  remedy  for  this  evil  which  suggests 
itself,  would  be  the  separation  of  the  duties  of  the  chaplain 
and  professor.  Next  to  this  would  be  the  appointment  of 
a  clericfd  gentleman,  as  an  assistant  in  the  duties  both  of 
chaplain  and  professor;  and  if  neither  of  these  is  practica- 
ble, then,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  an  officer  of  the  army 
ought  to  be  detailed  as  second  assistant  to  the  professor. 
This  improvement  must  commend  itself  to  the  favorable  at- 
tention of  the  Department,  by  every  consideration  affecting 
the  permanent  wel&re  of  the  cadets. 

6Ui.  Military  education  and  discipline.  — Upon  this  sub* 
ject,  the  board  cannot  do  better  than  to  refer  to  the  full  re- 
port made  by  the  committee  on  that  branch  of  our  investi- 
gation, and  to  express  their  fiiU  concurrence  in  its  views. 

The  board,  however,  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  add 
their  conviction  of  the  importance  of  adhering  strictly  to  the 
sound  principles  laid  down  by  the  President  of  the  United 


*  The  board  examined  the  effect  of  tliis  practice  upon 
four  classes — 
One  of  which,  begun  with  106  members,  graduated  45 
One  of        do  do         108         do  do  43 

One  of        do  do         119         do  do  36 

One  of        do  do         ill         do  do  66 

So  that  of         -         -        444  who  entered,  only  180 
graduated;  and  the  board  is  informed  that  160  of  that  num- 
ber are  now  in  the  service  of  the  nation. 

I  This  examination  further  showed  that,  of  230  cadets 
who  had,  from  the  first  organization  of  the  Academy  till 
1835,  either  resigned,  declined  a  commission  in  the  army, 
or  been  dropped,  20  left  the  army  one  year  afler  their  grad- 
uation, 45  the  second  year,  28  the  thin]  year,  28  the  fourth 
year,  13  the  fifth  year,  1 1  the  sixth  year,  8  the  seventh 
year,  13  the  eighth  year,  7  the  ninth  year,  9  the  eleventh 
year,  4  the  twelfth  year,  8  the  thirteenth  year,  4  the  four- 
teenth year,  6  the  fifteenth  year,  5  the  sixteenth  year,  5 
the  seventeenth  year,  I  in  the  eighteenth  year,  1  in  the  nine- 
teenth year,  1  in  the  twenty-first  year,  and  1  in  the  twen- 
ty-third year.  And  of  the  residue  of  the  number  of  grad- 
uates, 403  still  remained  in  the  service  of  the  country,  15 
had  been  killed  in  battle,  and  106  had  died  in  the  service. 


States,  in  his  letter  of  the  8th  of  December,  1836,  in  rela- 
tion to  Cadet  Hammond.  .  The  restoration  of  cadets  to 
the  Academy,  after  their  dismissal  for  incompetency  or  mis- 
conduct, is  not  only  subversive  qi  the  necessary  discipline 
of  the  post,  but  mus,t  result  in  the  Application  of  the  bounty 
of  the  Government  to  unworthy  ^kjW^ts.  This  board  b^ 
lieved  it  to  be  within  the  proper  range,  .of  their  inquiries  to 
ascertain  how  far  {he  regulations  of,  a^d  mode  of  educa- 
tion at.  West  Point  conformed  to  the  objects  for  which  the 
Academy  was  instituted.  They  supposed  the  institution 
was  '<  designed  not  only  as  a  school  hi  iMhich  the  youth  of 
the  United  States  are  to  be  instructed  in^the  art  of  war,  but 
they  are,  in  all  cases  of  exigence,  to  serve  as  an  actual  de- 
fence to  the  community."  •  This  object  seems  to  be  kept 
constantly  in  view.         ^  . 

The  school  4s  strictly  military  in  its  character,  instructing 
the  young  men  in  the  furt  of  war  and  fitting  them  to  defend 
our  country* 

It  is  believed  to  be  true,  as  a  genera]  rule,  that  some  pre- 
vious education  is  necessary  to  qualify  a  man  to  exercise  the 
art  of  war.  (To  this,  as  to  every  other  general  rule,  there 
are  doubtless  brilliant  exceptions.)  .  If,  in  those  rude  days 
when  every  battle  was  but  a  series  of  single  combats,  and 
when  brute  force  trnd  physical  courage  were  the  only  quali^ 
fications  of  a  soldier,  long  and  arduous  training  was  an  in^ 
dispensable  prerequisite,  how  much  more  is  it  necessary 
now,  when  war  has  become  a  science,  and  when  the  men- 
tal more  than  the  physical  qualities  of  man  determine  thc( 
issue  of  the  contest.  When  this  science,  unlike  all  others, 
shall  so  change  its  nature  as  to  be  imbibed  by  intuition, 
then,  and  not  till  then,  can  a  countiy,  extensive  as  ours  i^, 
and  almost  surrounded  by  savage  and  intractable  enemies^ 
and  in  its  rapid  prosperity  coming  ia  collision  with  the  in- 
terests of  powerful  nations,  dispense  with  at  least  such 
preparations  for  war  as  naturally  will  flow  from  the  educa- 
tion of  a  portion  of  our  youth  for  this  special  purpose. 

This  bosrd  is  free  to  express  its  opinion  thitt  this  Acade- 
my is  admirably  calculated  and  conducted  for  the  attainment 
of  this  end.  All  its  studies  and  practices  are  essentially 
military,  involving  at  once  a  knowledge  of  the  science,  and 
an  habituation  to  the  hardships  of  the  war,  so  that,  in  case 
of  actual  conflict,  we  have  the  nucleus  of  an  army,  and  a 
satisfactory  guarantee  against  the  misfortunes  which  visited 
our  arms  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain;  and  in  peace  we  have  a  well-trained  band  of  offi- 
cers devetcd  to  the  service  of  the  country,  capable  of  de- 
fending our  frontiers  and  extending  our  fortifications,  of 
carrying  on  our  great  system  of  internal  improvement,  of 
guarding  us  against  the  impositions  of  foreign  empires;  but, 
above  all,  of  developing  and  calling  into  action  Uie  undis- 
covered resources  of  our  new  States. 

These  are  advantages  which  we  believe  do  necessarily 
flow  from  this  institution.  They  can  be  attained  only  by 
arduous  and  indefatigable  labor  on  the  part  of  cadets  and 
teachers.  This  labor  cannot  be  produced  without  adequate 
inducements.  To  this  end,  Go;remment  must  provide  for 
the  education.  Unless  it  does,  the  poorer  classes  will  be 
deprived  of  the  advantages  of  such  instructions,  and  the 
richer  will  discover  no  motive  for  undergoing  the  hardships 
necessary  to  its  attainment. 

These  advantages  are  happily  combined  in  this  institu- 
tion, and,  with  the  fostering  care  of  the  Government,  may 
easily  be  made  to  conduce  to  the  permanent  welfare  of  the 
whole  nation. 

In  conclusion,  the  board  of  visiters  earnestly  recommend 
this  institution  to  the  care  and  attention  of  the  Government. 
Their  examination  affords  them  ample  reason  to  know  that 
the  intention  of  the  nation  in  regard  to  it  is  faithfully  exe- 
cuted. "The  instructers  teach  in  defiance  of  obstacles," 
and  the  graduates,  after  a  most  searching  and  rigid  scruti- 
ny, have  evinced  a  knowledge  of  their  profession  which 
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esnnot  but  be  valuable  to  the  country  whenever  its  exigen- 
cies Ahall  call  it  into  practice.     . 
West  Poiht,  June  18,  1836. 

R.  C.  FOSTER,  ofTenn.,  Pres't. 

LOUIS  MARSHALL,  Kentucky, 

NATHANIEL  GREENE,  Mass, 

JOHN  TRAVERS,  K  Jersey. 

ALLAN  McDonald,  N.  York. 

JOHN  McLean,   New  York. 

MORGAN  L.  SMITH,  N.   York. 

JOHN  MUSHAT,  N.  Carolina. 

JAMES  PEACOCK,  Penn.,  Sec'y. 

J.  W.  EDMONDS,  New  York. 

DAVID  E.  TWIGGS,  U.  S.  Army. 

J.  HENRY  DUKM0N1\  R.  IsVd. 

GUSTAVUS  F.  DAVIS,   Conn. 

JOHx\  HENDERSON,  Penn. 

JAMES  KINNEAR,  Penn. 

ALFRED  JOHNSON,  Jb.,  Me. 

ALFRED  IVERSON,  Georgia. 

B.  A.  BIDLACK,  Pennsylvania. 

EDWARD  HERRICK,  Penn. 

GEORGE  M.  KEIM,  Penn. 

A.  W.  CHILDS,  Massachusetts. 

DAVID  J.  BAKER,  Illinois. 

JAMES  RYAN,  New  York. 
Tlie  undersigned  most  cordially  concurs  in  the  above  re- 
port, only  asking  indulgence  to  express  a  doubt  which  he 
entertains  respecting  the  right  of  the  Federal  Government 
to  establish  such  an  institution  as  the  MiUtary  Academy  at 
West  Point. 

JOHN  D.  PHELAN,  Alabama. 

Fiscal  Affairs. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  board  of  visiters  to  in- 
quire into  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Military  Academy, 
report: 

That  they  were  referred  to  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, as  the  place  where  the  superintendent  transacted  the 
moneyed  affairs  of  the  institution;  that  they  there  examined 
the  books  and  accounts  exhibiting  the  appropriations  made 
at  different  times,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been 
disbursed;  that  they  viewed  the  chapel  and  other  works  not 
yet  completed;  the  design,  size,  and  arrangement,  were  well 
adapted  to  the  situation  and  objects  intended. 

Your  committee  also  proceeded  to  the  paymaster's  de- 
partment; they  there  discovered  that  moneys  originating 
from  the  rents  of  lots,  and  from  wood,  hoop-poles,  &c., 
taken  from  the  land  connected  with  the  establishment,  ma- 
king about  $700  for  the  year  1835,  was  carried  to  the  post 
fund.  The  important  branch  of  the  paymaster's  duties 
consist  in  his  being  treasurer  for  paying  the  cadets. 
.  Each  cadet  receives  $16  and  rations  worth  $12,  making 
$28  per  month;  and  purchases  at  the  store  such  articles  as 
the  superintendent  thinks  proper,  and  at  prices  fixed  by  a 
board  of  officers.  The  storekeeper  is  obliged  to  furnish  each 
cadet  with  an  account -book,  and  enter  in  that  book,  at  the 
time  of  delivering,  the  articles  furnished.  The  cadet  keeps 
this  book;  settles  with  the  treasurer.  This  regulation  seems 
to  be  rigidly  enforced.  Whilst  it  protects  the  cadet  from 
undue  advantage,  it  teaches  him  system  and  attention  to 
his  own  concerns. 

There  has  been  appropriated  $20,000  for  the  erection  of 
a  building  fox  military  exercises  in  winter.  Of  this  sum  a 
part  remains  unexpended,  and  the  superintendent  estimates 
that  $25,000  more  will  be  necessaiy  for  this  object  for  the 
present  year.  It  is  evident  tliat  a  building  of  this  kind  is 
very  necessary  for  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  cadets,  as 
they  must  at  times  neglect  tlieir  necessary  exercises,  or 
take  them  exposed  to  the  inclemencies  of  the  seasons. 

In  addition  to  that,  the  superintendent  has  forwarded  to 
the  committee  an  estimate  of  funds  required  for  the  service 


of  the  United  States  Military  Academy  for  the  year  1836, 
(marked  A,)  and  herewitli  submitted,  embracing  many  ob-. 
jects  which  are  deemed  by  him,  and  considered  by  us,  very 
important.  We  believe  that  a  small  institution  like  this  is 
necessary  in  our  extended  and  growing  country.  When 
the  military  system  is  generally  neglected,  in  case  of  emer- 
gency and  necessity  (which  we  cannot  expect,  whatever  wa 
may  desire,  to  be  always  exempt  from)  there  may  be  those 
of  our  countrymen  at  hand,  and  settled  through  our  popu- 
lation, able  to  impart  the  required  instruction.  We  take 
pleasure  in  stating  that  our  investigations  have  conducted 
us  to  the  conclusion  that  those  intrusted  with  the  charge 
of  the  instruction  here  have  been  faithful  and  economical, 
and  that  nothing  is  wanted  to  make  the  Military  Academy 
of  great  national  advantage  but  a  patronage,  the  cost  of 
which  would  be  small  when  compared  with  other  matters 
perhaps  not  more  indispensable  to  the  welfare  and  honor  of 
the  country. 

E.  HERRICK,   Chairman. 


General  estimate  of  funds  required  for  the  service  of  the 
Unitcd^States  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  New 
York,  for  the  year  1836. 

For  travelling  expenses  and  accommodation  of 
the  board  of  visiters  -  -  _ 

For  general  repairs,  fuel,  forage,  stationary, 
printing,  postage,  transportation,  and  mis- 
cellaneous expenses  ... 

For  the  department  of  philosophy 

For  the  department  of  engineering    - 

For  the  department  of  mathematics    - 

For  the  department  of  drawing 

For  the  department  of  artillery 

For  the  increase  and  expenses  of  the  library  - 

For  the  department  of  chemistry 

For  the  construction  of  two  small  wooden  build- 
ings (filled  in  with  brick)  for  quarters  for  as- 
sistant professors,  with  families 

For  the  construction  of  a  suitable  yard  and  per- 
manent shops  for  artificers,  such  as  carpen- 
ten,  blacksmiths,  painters,  &c.,  the  whole 
to  be  substantially  built  of  stone     - 

For  the  erection  of  a  building  for  military  ex- 
ercises in  winter,  in  addition  to  amount  al- 
ready appropriated,  as  per  plan  already  pro- 
vided       -  -  -  -  - 

For  the  purchase  of  horses  for  the  school  of 
cavalry  and  evolutions  of  light  artillery 

For  completing  the  chapel     -  -  - 

For  a  drawing-room  for  the  professor  of  draw- 
ing -  -  -  -  - 

For  amount  overrun  in  1834  and  1835,  by  the 
board  of  visiters    -  -  -  - 


$2,000  00 


29,130  00 
6,300  00 
500  00 
125  00 
310  00 
60  00 
800  00 
800  00 


4,000  00 


-  10,000  00 


-  25,000  00 


9,300  00 
8,500  00 

800  00 


382  48 


•$98,087  78 


Internal  Police. 

Mr.  President:  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
subject  of  police,  in  pursuance  of  the  duty  assigned  them, 
have  visited  the  hospital,  barracks,  and  other  buildings  de- 
signed for  the  use  and  accommodation  of  the  cadets  at  West 
Point,  and  beg  leave  to  state  the  following  fiau^ts: 

The  hospital  contains  eight  rooms  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  sick,  the  whole  of  which,  they  are  happy  to  state, 
have  never  been  tenanted:  a  strong  evidence  of  the  health- 
ful situation  of  the  establishment,  particularly  when  accom- 

*  This  sum  was  reduced  in  the  Engineer  department  to 
$34,004  78,  which  amount  has  been  adcad  to  be  appro- 
priated this  year  by  Congress. 


APPElNDIX— r©  Gales  ^  Seaton's  Register. 


45 


Doeumentd  accompanying  the  Presidenfs  Message, 


[24th  CovG.  3d  Sisii. 


panied  by  the  report  of  the  surgeon,  who  states  that  his 
sick  report  does  not  exceed  an  average  of  five;  and  a  ma- 
jority of  these  ephemeral  cases  of  slight  headache,  or  some- 
thing  of  that  character.  On  the  subject  of  the  barracks, 
your  committee  would  beg  leave  to  state  the  following  facts: 
The  rooms  of  the  south  building  are  entirely  two  small, 
and  the  openings  have  been  made  without  regard  to  the 
prevailing  winds  of  winter,  and  hence  the  rooms  are  cold 
and  comfortless  during  the  inclement  season.  Your  com- 
mittee would  also  suggest  the  propriety  of  making  the  rooms 
spoken  of  single.  The  rooms  in  the  north  building  are 
larger,  better  adapted  for  the  purpose  they  were  designed. 
Your  committee,  however,  disapprove  of  the  course  pur- 
sued in  the  practice  of  putting  four,  and  even  five,  young 
gentlemen  into  one  room;  a  practice  at  once  unfavorable  to 
moraUr  and  industry,  and  which  nothing  but  necessity  can 
excuse.  The  commons  or  boarding  we  found  highly  to  be 
commended. 

The  room  appropriated  for  the  professor  of  natural  phi- 
losophy, we  found  wholly  unfit  for  the  purpose.  This 
room  is  small,  and  unprovided  with  seats  for  the  class,  or 
any  competent  provision  for  securing  the  instruments,  which 
are  fine.  Upon  examining  this  room,  our  admiration  of  the 
extent  and  accuracy  of  ki\owledge  exhibited  by  the  class 
during  examination,  was  much  heightened,  together  with 
astonishment  at  the  patience  and  labor  the  professor  must 
have  displayed  in  communicating  such  varied  knowledge, 
so  confined  in  point  of  space  as  hardly  to  be  able  to  use  any 
of  his  instruments  with  facility. 

The  professor  of  chemistry  labors  under  all  the  incon- 
veniences above  described,  and  nothing  but  a  determination 
to  instruct  in  defiance  of  obstacles  could  have  enabled 
either  of  these  gentlemen  to  have  brought  forward  pupils  so 
wcU  prepared  as  the  unanimous  testimony  of  the  board  of 
visiters  justify  your  committee  in  reporting  them  to  have 
been. 

One  fact  your  committee  lament  to  have  become  ac- 
quainted with.  The  professor  of  chemistry,  whose  labors 
have  been  so  profitable  to  his  young  pupils,  has  had  no 
provision  made  for  salary,  and  has  done  all  his  duties  with- 
out compensation.  This  surely  should  not  be.  Your  com- 
mittee beg,  in  closing  this  report,  to  istate  that  the  rooms 
referred  to  are  under  one  roof,  as  is  also  the  library.  Thus, 
public  property  to  a  very  large  amount  is  in  the  most  unsafe 
condition  Imaginable,  exposed  constantly  to  destructiun  by 
fire;  and  as  the  present  building  is  unfit  for  the  use  to  which 
it  is  appropriated,  they  beg  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  erect- 
ing a  building  fire-proof,  and  more  suitably  arranged;  the 
cost  of  such  a  building  would  not  exceed  $6,000. 

LEWIS  MARSHALL,  Chairman. 

Course  of  Instruction, 
Although  somewhat  foreign  to,  and  only  indirectly  con- 
nected with,  the  part  assigned  them,  the  committee  on  the 
course  of  instruction,  from  a  sense  of  -that  duty  which  they 
owe  to  the  cadets  and  professors,  to  themselves  and  to  their 
country,  feel  bound  to  express,  not  only  their  satisfaction 
with  the  evidence  which  has  in  the  course  of  the  examina- 
tion been  afforded  of  the  talents,  the  accuracy,  and  the  pro- 
gress of  those  examined,  and  of  the  ability  and  faithfulness 
of  their  instructers,  but  to  add  that  their  anticipations  have 
been  more  than  realized.  They  feel  themselves  justified  in 
declaring  it  as  their  belief  that  the  progress  and  accuracy 
of  the  cadets  examined  (numbers  being  equal)  cannot  be 
aurpassed  by  the  students  of  any  of  the  literary  institutions 
of  our  country.  This  declaration  rests  upon  and  proceeds 
from  a  knowledge  of  the  subject-matter  of  the  examination, 
as  well  as  from  a  comparison  of  this  with  similar  examina- 
tions to  which,  either  for  reasons  resulting  from  the  nature 
of  their  ofifice,  or  ^m  other  relations  in  society,  they  have 
been  called  to  attend.  When  this  committee  look  into  and 
examine  the  course  of  instruction  originally  designed  to  be 


pursued  and  perfected,  they  are  forcibly  struck  with  tlte 
wisdom  displayed  in  the  selection  and  arrangement  of  the 
studies  therein  embraced.  Their  adaptation,  as  far  as  tbey 
go,  to  the  exigencies  and  situation  of  the  Government,  must  ' 
be  apparent  to  all  who  will  lake  the  time  and  subject  them- 
selves to  the  trouble  -of  even  a  superficial  examination.  The 
importance  and  even  the  necessity  of  an  institution  to  teach 
those  branches  of  science  immediately  connected  with  the 
military  defence  of  the  country  was  perceived  and  acknowl- 
edged at  an  early  period.  To  these,  other  branches  were 
added,  and  in  a  few  years  the  course  of  instruction,  to  its 
present  extent,  was  adopted. 

The  committee  regret  that  more  liberal  provisions  had 
not  been  enacted,  by  which  the  present  plan  could  have 
been  carried  into  full  and  successful  operation;  but  this, 
Uke  all  other  institutions,  the  nature  and  effects  of  which 
can  at  first  be  but  imperfectly  understood,  appears  to  have 
been  placed  in  a  amdition  to  await  the  success  of  eiEperi- 
ment.  The  situation  of  the  financial  concerns  of  the  Gov- 
ernment at  the  time,  might  perhaps  serve  in  some  degree 
as  an  apology  for  the  contracted  and  uncertain  provision 
made.  Were,  however,  the  studies  originally  selected  and 
designed  to  be  taught  in  this  institution  pursued  and  attended 
to,  prudence  might  have  forbid  the  utterance  of  any  com- 
plaint at  this  time;  but  inasmuch  as  some  of  the  studies  are 
entirely  omitted,  and  inasmuch  as  those  omitted  are  of  vital 
importance  in  relation  both  to  the  literary  character  of  the 
institution  itself  and  to  the  benefical  influence  anticipated 
from  its  establishment  and  operation,  the  committee  must 
express  their  deep  regret  that  such  a  state  ef  things  exists, 
and  at  the  same  time  express  a  hope  that  it  will  be  changed 
by  the  Government,  making  sudi  appropriations  as  will 
warrant  the  employment  of  professors  qualified  to  teach  and 
instruct  the  members  of  the  institution  in  the  different 
branches  of  mineralogy  and  geology.  These  are  the  studies 
omitted,  and  the  committee  are  sorry  to  add,  omitted  for  want 
of  funds  to  support  the  necessary  number  of  professors.  Sure- 
ly in  these  days,  when  improvements  of  almost  every  kind  are 
so  rapidly  advancing  onward  to  perfection,  causing  the  des- 
ert to  blossom  as  the  rose,  and  the  wilderness  to  wave  with 
the  golden  harvest,  this  committee  need  not  consume  their 
time  in  illustrating  and  proving  the  importance  of  these 
branches.  Sufiice  it  to  say  that  the  farmer,  the  mechanic, 
the  professional  man,  yea,  every  department  of  society, 
must  feel  and  aclmowledge  their  importance  and  utility; 
and  while  they  are  a  national  advantage,  they  are  also  a  na- 
tion's glory,  Uie^  splendor  of  which  can  never  shine  with  a 
lustre  so  pure  or  so  extensive  as  a  Government  Uke  ours. 
Were  the  committee  further  to  indulge  in  argument  to  il- 
lustrate and  prove  their  importance  and  utility,  they  would 
especially  turn  their  attention  to  the  vast  regions  of  newly- 
acquired  territory,  and  to  those  yet  more  extensive  regions 
from  which  the  savage  must,  before  long,  recede,  the  prof- 
itable exploration  of  which  necessarily  demands  the  aid  of 
those  sciences.  Besides,  it  oug^t  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
this  institution  was  designed  not  merely  to  make  soldiers 
for  the  defence  of  the  country,  but  with  this  character  to 
unite  that  of  the  scholar,  the  gentleman,  and  virtuous  cit- 
izen; and  where  is  the  individual  who  will  not  acknowledge 
that,  while  the  piesent  prescribed  mode  of  instruction  re- 
flects the  highest  honor  on  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of 
those  who  laid  the  plan,  it  has  placed  the  country  in  an  at- 
titude, in  relation  to  the  condition  of  its  armies,  which  com- 
mands not  only  the  respect  and  approbation  of  our  own  cit- 
izens, but  the  admiration  of  other  national  The  committee 
do  not  say  too  much,  when  they  assert  that  this  institution 
has  produced  the  most  salutary  effects  upon  the  military  de« 
partment,  in  point  of  intelligence,  morality,  gentlemanly 
and  orderly  conduct,  as  well  as  upon  the  skill  and  disci- 
pline, connected  wiUi  the  art  o/war,  which  ought  with  all, 
and  is  with  every  patriot  and  lover  of  his  country,  a  sub- 
ject-matter of  national  pride  and  a  source  of  the  purest 
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gratification;  for  in  this  way  it  has  been  the  lot  of  our  Gov- 
ernment to  prove  to  the  world  that  it  is  >  practicable;  with 
perfect  safety  to  all  our  political  institUtioilSy  to  dstabji^ 
and  carry  into  successful  operatipn  plans  of  education  and 
improvement  by  which  the  physical  and  intellectual  and 
moral  strength  of  our  Government  is  at  the  same  time  in- 
creased. From  these  facts^  the  committee,  before  they 
close,  must  express  their  regret  at  the  apparent  deficiency 
that  exists  in  tnis  institution  on  subjects  properly  included 
under  the  head  of  rhetoric,  which  is  professed  to  be  taught. 
The  committee  refer  to  the  subjecta  of  English  grammar, 
and  more  especially  accuracy  in  pronouncing  and  distinct- 
ness in  enunciation.  These  defects  pervade  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree  every  class  and  every  section  of  the  different 
classes.  Under  the  head  of  rhetoric,  as  given  in  detail  by 
the  professors,  these  distinct  parts  are  specified;  yet  when 
the  committee  examine  the  authors  or  text-books  used  for 
the  purpose  of  teaching  and  explaining  all  the  parts  of  what 
is  generally  known  and  included  under  the  head  of  English 
grammar,  they  find  that  Dr.  Blair's  Lectures  stand  (ilone, 
and  alone  are  used  as  a  text-book.  The  committee  feel 
very  confident  that  from  the  mode  of  teaching  rhetoric  as 
systematized  by  Dr.  Blair,  and  adopted  b^  all  who  follow 
his  footsteps,  but  little  information  can  be  given  or  received, 
without  more  than  common  labor,  as  to  those  subjects  in 
relation  to  which  they  complain  ofapparent  deficiency.  In 
examining  into  the  cause  of  this  state  of  things,  the  com- 
mittee discovered  that  only  a  principal  and  dne  assistant, 
owing  to  the  state  of  the  funds,  were  employed  in  teaching 
rhetoric,  moral  philosophy,  and  political  science,  while  at 
the  same  time  the  duties  of  chaplain  devolved  upon  and 
were  discharged  by  the  principal.  This  explains  satisfac- 
torily to  the  committee  the  existing  cause  of  the  defidencies 
complained  bf,  and  entirely  exempts  the  professors  in  this 
department  from  the  charge  of  delinquency.  These,  how- 
ever, are  deficiencies  which  must  be  removed.  Their  ex- 
istence, more  than  any  others,  must  tend  to  affect  the  lite- 
rary character  of  the  institution  as  well  as  that  of  the  cadet. 
The  reason  is  obvious.  The  English  language  is,  and 
probably  will  continue  to  be,  the  language  employed  In  all 
the  various  spheres  and  departments  of  life ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  the  knowledge  of  its  grammatical  construction 
is  more  widely  diffused;  consequently  an  error  in  giving 
to  a  syllable  its  proper  accent  or  to  a  vowel  its  proper 
sound,  strikes  the'car,  awakens  the  attention,  and  even  in- 
curs the  censure  of  the  tyro  himself,  whose  organs  of 
senses  as  a  guide  generally  supersede  the  reasoning  faculty, 
but  in  these  cases  are  a  sure  and  safe  criterion.  The  com- 
mittee^ therefore,  recommend  that  a  distinct  professorship 
of  elocution  be  added  to  the  institution;  and  that,  if  prac- 
ticable, this  addition  be  made  at  an  early  period.  Should 
the  addition  of  such  a  professor  be  impracticable,  the  com- 
mittee would  suggest  the  propriety  of  separating  the  duties 
of  chaplain  firom  that  of  professor  of  moral  philosophy, 
and  that  the  time  thereby  acquired  be  employed  in  instruct- 
ing the  cadets  on  the  subject  of  elocution.  As  handmaids 
and  special  helps  to  the  progress  and  accuracy  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  institution- in  obtaining  an  understanding  of 
their  own  language,  the  committee  would  not  only  recom- 
mend but  urge  upon  the  professors  the  exercises  of  writing 
composition  at  least  once  in  two  weeks,  and  public  speak- 
ing as  often,  leavmg  the  delivery  of  the  speeches,  as  to 
their  publicity,  to  the  discretion  of  the  various  instructers, 
whether  they  shall  be  before  a  whole  class,  or  one  section 
of  said  class,  or  before  all  the  classes  collected.  This  will 
be  best  and  most  profitably  arranged  by  adopting  the  prog- 
ress and  perfection  of  the  student  as  &e  guide. 

The  committee  have  made  these  suggestions  in  relation 
to  the  English  language  in  the  mode  set  forth,  because 
they  believe  that  the  one  or  other  of  these  modes  would, 
with  greater  ihcility  than  any  other,  be  adopted,  and  more 
speedily  carried  into  operation.     The  plan  of  a  preparatory 


school  haril)een  ki^ge«(t^.  'Such  an  institution  the  com- 
.^itteeife6l  convinced  Would  aid  much  in  removing  existini^ 
diflficulties,-  so  £ir  as  the  time  and  labor  of  instructers,  con- 
sisting only  of  the  present  number,  are  objects  of  concern- 
tion,  and  in  point  of  economy  itself  would  ultimately  best 
comport  with  the  limited  state  of  th^  funds  set  apart  for  the 
benefit  of  the  institution.  Besides,  by  this  plan,  one  of  the 
purposes,  and  by  no  means  the  least  in  importance,  to  wit: 
to  bring  to  light  and  into  successful  afid' useful  exercise  the 
talents  of  young  men  which  othelkwise  poverty  would  conceal 
or  obstruct,  must  be  answered.  And  here  the  committee  take 
the  liberty,  and  embrace  this  opportunily,  to  denounce  the 
popular  prejudice  that  this  uistitutibii  is  fox  the  benefit  of  the 
rich,  and  in  its  operations  confers  its  favors  exclusively  on 
this  class.  The  philanthi opy  and  pa^otism  and  wisdom  of 
the  individuals  who  devised  the  plan  of  instruction,  and  have 
aided  in  raising  the  institution  16  its  present  state  of  per- 
fection, and  existing  &cts  themselves,  forbid,  and  with  all 
intelligent  and  impartial  men'^ill  effectually  prevent,  an 
opinion  so  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  our  institutions 
from  entering  the  mind.  But  to  return  to  our  subject:  grant- 
ing for  A  moment,  what  may  be  the  case,  that  any  or  all  of 
the  plans  suggested  by  the  cohimittee  would  necessarily  in- 
crease the  expenditures,  and  consequently  require  from  the 
Government  larger  appropriations,  at  no  time  will  this  ob- 
jection be  made  by  the  man  who  understands  the  nature  and 
properly  appreciates  the  principles  of  his  Government;  for 
he  knows  and  believes  that  '^intelligence  is  the  life  of  civil 
liberty,"  and  he,  too,  knows  and  believes  that  literature  and 
the  light  of  science  kre  necessary  to  give  a  proper  direction 
to  the  physical  strength  which  a  nation  possesses,  and  are 
equally  necessary  and  useful  in  appointing  and  fixing  the 
bounds  or  limits  Within  which  the  same  strengdi  ou^t  to 
be  restrained.  More  especially  ought  such  an  objection  at 
this  time,  whether  we  consider  the  situation  of  many  parts 
of  our  country,  or  the  state  of  the  treasury,  to  have  no 
weight.  The  truth  is,  that  the  objection  is  only  used  as  a 
cloak  for  a  principle  which,  in  its  operation,  must  subvert 
that  order  and  dissolve  those  relations  in  society  which  have 
long  existed,  and  which,  although  in  some  instances  they 
are  the  result  of  circumstances  in  which  the  individuals  have 
had  no  agency,  yet  will  generally  be  found,  upon  an  accu- 
rate investigation,  to  be  the  result  of  individual  merit  and 
enterprise.  In  the  days  of  Cromwell  it  was  appropriately 
called  the  levelling  system.  In  a  Gk>vemment  like  ours,  the 
great  object  ought  to  be  to  increase  its  physical  and  intel- 
lectual strength,  by  the  selection  of  objects  whose  talents, 
improved  by  education,  will  increase  the  physical  strength 
of  the  nation,  and  shed  more  extensively  the  tight  of  science, 
without  regard  to  the  condition  of  said  objects,  whether  no- 
ble or  ignoble,  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor.  That  such  is  the 
theory  and  practice  of  this  institution,  its  present  condition 
and  the  circumstances  of  its  members  most  conclusively 
prove.  If  these  things  then  be  so,  objections  on  the  score 
of  increased  expenditures  are  not  even  the  small  dust  of  the 
balance.  In  conclusion,  this  committee  do  therefore  not 
only  recommend  but  urge  the  importance  and  utility  of  pla- 
cing the  opportunities  of  literary  attainments  and  the  salaries 
of  the  teachers  and  professors  selected  to  assist  and  direct 
the  youth  to  this  object,  upon  an  equal  footing,  as  to  the 
branches  of  education  omitted  and  herein  recommended, 
with  the  first  literary  institutions'of  our  country.  Independ- 
ent of  the  consideration  that  such  a  plan  might  be  expect- 
ed to  allay  the  opposition,  and  diminish  the  ground  occupied 
by  the  enemies  of  the  institution,  the  committee  verily  be- 
lieve that  such  a  plan  is  the  best  calculated  to  promote  the 
prosperity  and  advance  the  true  interest  of  the  country, 
while  it  will  necessarily  shed  an  additional  lustre  on  our  na- 
tional character. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  MUSHAT,  Chairman. 

June  17,  1836. 
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Religioue  Instruction. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  course  of 
religious  instruction  at  the  United  States  Military  Academy, 
have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  ask  leave  to 
rq>ort^ 

That  they  are  impressed  with  the  paramount  importance 
of  morality  and  religion  to  the  young  men  of  this  institu* 
tion.  They  should  go  forth  to  the  active  duties  to  which 
their  country  may  call  them,  with  minds  not  only  stored  with 
useful  knowledge,  but  deeply  imbued  with  Christian^  piyici- 
pies,  to  be  their  shield  from  the  fiery  darts  bC  teipptation, 
their  friehdly  aid  through  all  the  warfare  of  Jiife,".and  their 
final  pofisport  at  the  gates  of  heaven. 

The  utility  of  such  instruction  is  recognised  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  by  the  appointment  of  a  chaplain — an 
appointment  which  the  friends  of  these  intelligent  and  inter- 
es^pg  youth  (now  removed  from  the  immediate  beneficial 
inflaenoM  of  parental  restraint  and  counsel,  and  from  the 
Christian  privileges  of  their  childhood])  must,  with  your 
committee,  regard  as  a  salutary  and  desirable  provision. 

It  must,  however,  be  apparent  to  every  reflecting  mind, 
(hat  the  benevolent  design  of  the  Government,  and  the 
wisheft^f  the  friends  of  the  Academy,  cannot  be  fully  real- 
ized without  the  frequent  inculcation  of  Divine  truth. 

But  the  committee  find  that  there  are  no  daily  praijers  at 
the  Academy,  and  that  the  whole  cofurse  of  religious  in- 
struction is  confined  in  one  service  on  the  Sabbath.  Besides 
the  pulpit  exercises,  there  are  other  duties  which  the  chap- 
lain might  profitably  perform,  if  time'  and  his  other 
duties  would  permit.  But  the  chaplain  is  also  j^rofessor  of 
ethics,  and,  in  this  department,  isieq^red  to  teach  ^nglish 
grammar,  rhetoric,  moral  philosophy,  and  the  elements  of 
political  science,  including  the  law  of  nations,  and  .the  con- 
stitutbnal  law  of  the  United  States,  and  his  time  muist  ne- 
cessarily be  much  ■  engrossed  with  these  various  subjects: 
the  committee  would  therefore  unanimously  recommend  that 
a  resp^tful. suggestion  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
separate  the  dhaplaincy  from  the  profeasors^p,  or,  if  this 
cannot  conveniently  be  done,  to  appoint  an  additional  as- 
sistaiit  in  the  department  of  ethics,  under  thip  general  super- 
intendence of  the  chaplain,  that  the  time  of  the  latter  may 
not  be  occupied  daily  with  the  sections,  but  more  exclusive- 
ly devoted  to  the  refigious  welfare  of  the  cadets. 

The  committee  would  not  omit,  in  conclusion,  the  fact 
thati  die. conveniences  of  public  worship  are  increased  by 
the  completion  of  a  neat  chapel,  which  has  been  opened 
during  the  session  of  the  board  of  visiters. 

Re^ctfully  submitted. 

G.  F.  DAVISv  Chairnn^n, 

y.  S.  MiLiTAKT  AcADEMT,  Junc  14,  1836. 

Military  Educatitm  and  Discipline. 
The  committee  on  military  aflairs,  after  giving  the  va- 
rious Kubjects  under  consideration  all  the  attention  which 
the  short  time  given  them,  arising  from  the  new  organiza- 
tion, of  the  committee  on  the  16tli,  would  permit,  have 
deemed  it  their  duty  ,to  confine  themselves  to  the  subjects 
most  closely  allied  to  the  military  departments  in  the  Acad- 
emy, and  have  therefore  selected  from  the  various  military 
branches  which  are  or  should  be  taught,  the  following  ma- 
terial on  which  to  found  their  report,  viz:  civil  and  military 
engineering,  cavaliy,  artillery,  and  infantry  tactics,  together 
with  some  suggestions  ai  to  improvements  in  the  ordnance 
and  fixtures.  The  vast  importance  of  the  first^named  science, 
whether  as  applicable  to  the  "art  of  war*'  for  permanent  de- 
fence on  our  extended  frontier  and  ^a\>oard,  or  in  extend- 
ing the  incalculable  benefits  of  civil  engineering  to  every 
section  of  our  infant  yet  boundless  country,  renders  this 
science,  iii  the  estimation  of  your  committee,  one  of  para-i 
mount  consideration.  It-will  add  permanency  and  architep- 
tnral  beauty  to  our  public  works  and  buildings.  It  will 
facilitate  the  constractioi^' of  railroads  and  canals,  the  forma- 


tion and  improvement  of  harbors  and  roadsteads,  and  removal 
of  obstacles  in  our  otherwise  navigable  rivers,  and  in  every 
point  in  which  those  branches  of  science  are  here  taught 
and  di^minated  through  each  State  and  to  every  section  of 
our  extended  and  rapidly  improving  country  can  he  viewed, 
must,  in  the  opinioa  of  your  committee,  satisfy  even  the 
most  sceptical,  that  the  benefits  of  this  institution,  in  these 
points  of  view  alone,  are  incalculably  great.  Much  credit 
is  due  Professor -Mahan  for  the  standing  those  branches 
maintain,  and  for  accomplishing  so  much  with  but  one  assist- 
ant professor,  and  a  great  deficiency  of  models. 

Your  committee  would  strenuously  recommend  that  a 
permanent  additional  professor  be  added  to  this  department; 
and  for  -the  purpose  of  completing  a  set  of  models,  which 
are  so  indispensable  in  studying  this  seierice,  (a«  they  speak 
direct  to  the  eye,)  recommend  the  annual  appropriation  of 
$600  for  five  years. 

One  of  the  '^threearmsof  service,"your  committee  deep? 
ly  regret  to  pero^ve,'is  not  taught  in  ike  Academy.  In  any 
light  in  which  this  subject  can  be  reflected,  cavalry  must  be 
deemed  of  the  highest  importance.  Our  present  Indian  war 
tells  this  in  language  that  cannot  be  misunderstood.  Celerity 
of  movement  against  such  enemies  on  our  almost  boundless 
prairies  is  so  obviously  important,  that  your  committee  canf 
not  restrain  an  expression  of  astonishment  that  instruction 
in  thia  important  branch  of  the  "art  of  wip-'-  shoi)!^  have 
been  so  long  withheld' from-  this  institution.  Can  the  grad- 
uate stand  before  the  world,  and  have  the  proud  conscious* 
ness  that  he  is,  in  fact,  a  "soldier,"  while  he  is  a  stranger 
to  an  important  arm  of  the  service  to  which  he  is  attached, 
and  which  iaan  indispensable  to  a  staflfor  dragoon  officer, 
to  which  place  in  the  service  he  may  be  at  any  ^ioment  called? 
And  should  the  introduction  ofxavairy  tactics  in  this  insti- 
tution b<i  the  incipient  step  to  an  entire  precedence  of  the 
graduate  over  civilians,  (except  in  very  extraordinary  cases, ) 
for  app9intments  in-  the  new  cavalry  regiments,  your  comr 
mittee  will  have  accomplished  an  object  which  is  founded  in 
common  justice  to  the  *Hhorough-bred  soldiery**  and  which 
will  immediately  tend  to  render  the  service  more  permanent 
and  respectable. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  strongly  recommend  that  forty 
horses  be  purchased,  and  kept  at  this  post,  for  practising 
cavalry  evolutions,  as  well  as  for  manoeuvring  the  field  bat- 
tery, which  is  now  performed  by  the  cadets,  and  which  is 
an  extremely  tafduobs  duty.  ,  ...  i 

Tiie.  depai^tmcint  of  artillery  received  from  yqur  committee 
the  speciaf ,  comilderation  which  its  importance  demands. 
The  graduating  class  evinced  great  proficiency,  not  only  in 
the  examination-hall,  hut  alsoin  the  laboratory,  as  well  as 
the  ipanocuvrps  of  the  l>attery  in  the  field,  mortar-prlctic^, 
and  target-firing.  Great  credit  is  due  to  Lieutehant  Ander- 
son, the  instructer  in  this  department,  for  conducting  the 
graduates  so  .creditably  through  this  complicated  science, 
and  in  the  absolute  want  of  several  fixtures  essentially  re- 
quisite to.  the  successful' prosecution  of  it.  To  put  this  de- 
piulm^nt  on  a  proper  footing,  your  committee  .unite  ii^.rec- 
ommendiug  the  appointment  of  a  permAhient  assistant 
instructer.  The  aid  now  given  Lieutenant  Anderson  is  tliat 
of  a  temporary  det^l  from  the  army.  Such  aid  is  deemed 
by  your  committee  wholly  inadequate  in  this  important 
branch  of  instruction.  « 

The  following  munitions  and  fixtures  are  deemed  abso- 
lutely necessary  in  this  department,  and  are  strongly  urged 
by  your  committee  for  immediate  adoption,  viz: 

1 .  A  light  field  battery  of  four  or  six  pound  brass  gunS| 
and  two  howitzers. 

2.  A  light  battery  of  twelve-pound  iron  guns  and  a  twen- 
ty  four  pound  howitzer.  .      '         '        ' 

d.  Four  siege  mortars,  mounted  on  iron  beds. 

4.  One  new  eprouvette. 

5.  Two  barbette  twenty^our  pound  guns. 

.  6.  A  quantity  of  good  projectiles,  soUd  and  hollow. 
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7.  A  ballistic  pendulum. 

8.  Models  of  congrcve  rockets,  tools,  &c. 

9.  The  erection  of  a  target  at  the  foot  of  the  "Crow's- 
nest,"  or  elsewhere,  for  target-firing. 

10.  A  casemate  defence. 

1 1 .  Barbette  and  mortar  batteries  and  platform. 

The  whole  will  cost  an  inconsiderable  sum  in  comparison 
with  the  advantages  to  be  derived. 

Your  committee  do  not  feel  themselves  competent  to 
make  a  correct  estimate  of  the  cost,  and  leave,  with  great 
confidence, « this  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  superintendent. 

In  infantry  tactics,  the  most  deeirable  result  was  devel- 
oped, both  in  the  examination-hall  and  in  the  field.  Each 
cadet  of  the  first  class  was  thoroughly  examined  in  evolu- 
tions of  the  line  and  battaUon  in  the  hall;  and  with  a  view 
to  ascertain  correctly  whether  a  corresponding  field  prac- 
tice had  been  given  to  the  students,  a  battalion  drill  was 
ordered,  the  direction  of  which  was  promptly  tendered  to 
your  committee,  who  proceeded  to  call  from  the  lines  to 
take  command  of  the  battalion  as  instructers.  A  number 
of  the  cadet  officers,  of  various  rank,  (without  previous  no- 
tice) received  directions  from  your  committee  as  to  the  evo- 
lutions to  be  performed.  The  result  gave  the  most  un- 
qualified satisfaction.  Your  committee  would  here  take 
occasion  to  recommend  to  the  instructer  of  infantry  tactics 
to  throw  each  cadet  of  the  first  class  occasionally  in  com- 
mand, with  a  view  to  qualify  him  for  that  station  which 
each  graduate  must  assume  on  entering  the  army.  This 
department  is  successfully  conducted  by  Major  Fowle,  who 
requires  an  additional  assistant  instructer  of  tactics,  for  the 
■  following  important  reason:  The  necessary  division  of  the 
battalion  into  four  companies  renders  four  instructers  (one 
to  each  company)  necessary.  There  being  but  three,  your 
committee  strongly  recommend  such  an  appointment  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible,  as  his  services  will  be  immediate- 
ly required,  and  are  very  important  during  the  encamp- 
ment. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  would  do  injustice  to 
themselves,  the  superintendent,  professors,  and  instructers 
generally,  did  they  not  express  their  unqualified  satisfaction 
at  the  manner  in  which  each  department  which  came  under 
their  supervision  ia  managed.  From  the  superintendent 
down,  all  vie  with  each  other  to  surmount  obstacles,  and 
to  maintain  that  high  standing  for  the  institution  which  it 
truly  merits.  Some  of  the  obstacles  would  be  removed  if 
the  recommendations  and  improvements  suggested  by  your 
committee  are  carried  into  effect;  and  in  submitting  this  re- 
port, they  are  bound  to  say  they  have  been  cautious  to  rec- 
ommend nothing  not  absolutely  necessary  to  a  perfectly 
successful  prosecution  of  the  various  branches  of  science 
submitted  to  their  consideration. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MORGAN  L.  SMITH,  Chairman, 

Letter  of  the  President  of  t/ie  United  States  in  relation  to 
Cadet  Hammond's  restoration  to  the  Military  Academy. 
WjisHJHGTox,  December  8,  1835. 

Cadet  Hammond  will  be  restored  to  the  Military  Acade- 
my after  the  1st  day  of  January  next,  if  he  shall  then  be 
found  competent  to  enter  the  class  he  left. 

In  directing  this  restoration,  however,  I  am  influenced 
more  by  a  regard  to  the  remission  of  punishments  which 
has  recently  taken  place  at  the  Military  Academy,  and 
which  may  have  induced  Cadet  Hammond  to  think  lightly 
of  the  offence  he  committed,  than  to  any  extenuating  cir- 
cumstances in  his  case.  He  has  been  guilty  of  a  serious 
military  oftcnce.  A  proper  subordiiwtion  is  essential  in 
all  the  department*?  of  the  army.  As  it  is  the  duty,  so 
should  it  be  the  pride,  of  the  young  gentlemen  at  the  Mili- 
tary Academy,  to  obey  the  laws,  regulations,  and  orders  j 
for  the  government  of  that  institution.  | 

The  very  improper  proceedings  which  took  place,  and  • 


which  led  to  the  conviction  of  Cadet  Hammond,  are  highly- 
censurable.  If  the  cadets  experience  injuries  from  any 
person  at  the  Military  Academy,  whether  in  authority  or 
not,  the  regulations  point  out  die  mode  in  which  redress 
shall  be  obtained.  This  must  be  pursued,  and  it  will  al- 
ways be  found  effectual.  But,  if  Uiey  undertake  to  decide 
in  their  own  cases,  and  tumultuously  to  seek  their  own  rem- 
edy, it  is  obvious  that  the  discipline  of  the  Academy,  and 
the  institution  itself,  would  be  destroyed.  This  will  never 
be  suffered.  In  this  case,  the  proceedings  were  marked 
with  another  extraordinary  feature.  A  claim  seems  to  have 
been  interposed,  and  in  fact  practically  asserted,  to  carry 
from  the  commons  certain  victuals,  which,  if  not  consumed 
at  the  table,  belonged  to  the  contractor,  and  the  resolutions 
passed  in  support  of  this  claim  appear  to  be  as  grave  as  if 
some  unalienated  principle  of  human  nature  were  to  be 
wrested  from  these  young  gentlemen.  All  this  is  in  very 
bad  taste,  and,  what  is  still  worse,  it  is  wrong  in  itself.  I 
need  not  point  out  the  error  of  the  pretensions  set  up  by 
these  young  gentlemen.  I  am  sure  they  will  perceive  it  at 
once  in  their  moments  of  reflection. 

I  had  hoped  that  a  lenient  system  of  administration 
would  be  found  sufficient  for  the  government  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academy.  But  I  have  been  disappointed,  and  it  is 
now  time  to  be  more  rigorous  in  enforcing  its  discipline.  If 
the  young  gentlemen  who  are  sent  and  educated  there  by 
their  country  will  not  demean  themselves  as  they  are  re- 
quired to  do  by  the  regulations,  they  must  suffer  the  pre- 
scribed punishments.  Hereafter,  therefore,  the  sentences 
of  courts  martial  will,  when  legal  and  regular,  be  confirm- 
ed; and  the  punishment  will  be  remitted  only  in  cases  rec- 
ommended by  them,  or  where  the  circumstances  may  ap- 
pear so  very  favorable  as  to  justify  such  a  measure. 

But  the  members  of  the  institution  must  make  no  calcu- 
lations on  a  favorable  result.  Let  them  look  to  their  obli- 
gations and  fulfil  them  faithfully.  Unless  they  do,  they 
must  expect  to  be  visited  by  adequate  punishments. 

That  these  views  may  be  known,  the  Secretary  of  War 
will  communicate  this  order  to  the  superintendent  of  the 
Military  Academy,  who  will  cause  the  same  to  be  promul- 
gated there. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


REPOKT  FROM  THE  TOPOGRAPHICAL  BU- 
REAU. 

Topographical  Bureau, 

Washington,  November  15,  1886. 
The  Hon.  B.  F.  Butleh,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  9th  of  Septem- 
ber last,  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you  the  follow- 
ing statements  and  report: 

1 .  Statement  A,  exhibiting  the  amount  required  for  the 
current  expenses  of  the  topographical  engineer  sen.'ice  for 
surveys  for  the  year  1837. 

This  statement  embraces  estimates  for  two  objects— one 
for  military  surveys  on  the  coast  and  frontier,  $15,000;  the 
other  for  surveys  under  the  act  passed  30th  of  April,  1 824, 
5^30,000. 

2.  Statement  B,  exhibiting  the  amount  required  for  the 
Topographical  bureau  for  the  same  period. 

This  statement  embraces  the  pay  for  clerks,  the  pay  for 
a  messenger,  and  the  sum  required  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  office,  amounting  to  $4,335. 

With  tlus  statement  are  two  submitted  items— one  in 
reference  to  the  compen$(ation  to  be  paid  to  the  first  clerk. 
At  present  his  compensation  is  fixed  at  $1,000,  but  it  in 
entirely  disproportioned  to  the  intelligence  required,  the  la- 
bor which  l\as  to  be  performed,  or  to  the  amount  paid  to 
other  clerks  similarly  situated  in  other  offices.  From  these 
considerations,  an  increase  in  his  salary  of  $400  per  year 
is  respectfully  recommended.     The  other  is  in  reference  to 
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the  mesienger.  His  compensation,  at  preaent,  is  $500 
per  year.  The  general  compenflation  to  menengers  in  the 
various  offices,  b  $700.  Now,  in  this  office  there  is  but  one 
messenger,  who,  in  addition  to  his  general  out-door  duties, 
has  to  attend  to  three  rooms.  Viewing  his  situation,  then, 
in  reference  to  his  labors,  the  estimate  of  similar  services 
in  the  public  offices  generally,  and  the  great  increase  in  the 
prices  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  his  present  compensa- 
tion is  entirely  inadequate;  and  it  is  respectfully  recommend- 
ed that  the  same  should  be  raised  to  $700. 

3.  Statement  G  is  an  exhibit  of  the  amount  transmitted 
to  the  disbursing  officers  of  this  bureau  from  the  1st  day  of 
October,  1835,  to  the  30th  day  of  September,  1836,  and 
of  the  amount  for  which  accounts  hove  been  received  for 
the  same  period. 

4.  Statement  D  is  an  exhibit  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
contingent  fund. 

6.  I  am  also  directed  by  your  letter  to  exhibit  statements 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  appropriations  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress  for  objects  under  the  direction  of  this  bu- 
reau have  b^n  applied,  the  present  condition  of  these  ob- 
jects, and  also  to  exhibit  a  general  view  of  the  operations 
of  the  bureau  since  the  last  annual  report. 

6.  That  part  of  this  direction  which  relates  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  appropriations  have  been  applied,  will  be 
found  exhibited  in  the  statement  C;  and  that  which  relates 
to  the  present  condition  of  those  objects,  and  to  a  general 
view  of  the  operations  of  this  bureau,  will  be  found  in  the 
subsequent  remarks. 

7.  I%e  duties  of  the  bureau  consist  in  all  surveys  re- 
quired to  be  made  for  the  Government,  or  by  its  orders; 
and  also  in  the  superintending  of  such  constructions  as  the 
War  Department  shall  assign  to  it. 

8.  Surveys.^'Theae  have  been  somewhat  limited  during 
the  last  year,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  corps,  the  lateness  of  the  period  at  which  the 
appropriation  bills  were  passed,  and  the  great  want  of  offi- 
cers with  the  troops  in  the  field  on  the  frontiers.  Early 
in  the  season,  the  necessities  of  the  iimy  were  such,  that 
it  was  found  proper  to  withdraw  from  topographical  duty 
the  greater  part  uf  the  officers  of  the  army  who  were  then 
assigned  to  that  duty;  and  lately,  from  the  same  cause,  all 
those  who  had  been  previously  left,  have  been  withdrawn 
and  ordered  to  join  their  respective  companies. 

In  addition  to  this,  eight  of  the  officers  of  the  corps  of 
topographical  engineers  (the  whole  corps  consisto  of  but 
ten)  have  been  ordered  to  join  the  troops  in  the  South  and 
Northwestern  frontier.  From  which  it  will  be  readily  per- 
ceived that  the  means  of  this  bureau,  for  the  execution  of 
■te  duties,  have  been  greatly  limited,  and,  of  consequence, 
its  operations. 

9.  These  operations  have  been  as  follows: 

10.  A  partial  survey  of  a  line  for  a  railroad  on  the  East- 
ern Shore  of  Maryland,  on  an  application  and  at  the  ex- 
pense of  that  State.— The  officer  in  charge  of  this  duty 
being  ordered  to  the  frontier,  it  is  doubtful  if  he  can  be  ready 
with  his  report,  plan,  and  estimate,  before  he  will  have  to 
leave.  Every  exertion  will,  however,  be  made  to  accom- 
plish the  work  in  time  to  prevent  the  disappointment  which 
would  otherwise  result. 

11.  The  survey,  plan,  and  estimate  of  a  route  for  a  rail- 
road from  Belfast,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  to  unite  with  a 
railroad  from  the  Canada  line  to  Quebec. 

12.  The  survey  of  the  Androscoggin  river  from  the  falls 
at  Brunswick  to  the  Kennebec. 

13.  The  survey  of  the  ledge  of  rocks  at  OwlVhcad  bar-  I 
bor.  I 

14.  The  survey  of  the  passage  into  Cobscook  bay.  j 
Nos.  11,  12,  13,  and  14,  are  under  the  superintendence 

of  the  same  officer.     The  first  two  are  made  on  the  appli-  ; 

cation  and  at  the  expense  of  Uie  authorities  of  the  State  of ! 
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Maine;  the  l^t  two  in  pursuance  of  laws  of  the  last  i 
of  Congress.  The  whole  are  incomplote.  The  service  re- 
quired of  the  officer  superintending  these  surveys,  as  well 
as  of  his  assistants,  with  the  troops  on  the  frontier,  rendered 
it  necessary  that  they  should  be  ordered  there. 

15.  The  survey  of  Crow  shoal,  Delaware  bay,  with  a 
view  to  the  construction  of  a  breakwater  and  artificial  har- 
bor, in  pursuance  of  a  law  of  the  hist  session  of  Congress.— 
This  survey  is  incomplete.  The  officer  in  charge  of  the 
same,  with  his  assistents,  being  required  with  £e  troops 
on  the  frontier. 

1 6.  The  survey,  plans,  and  estimates,  and  the  construction 
of  various  routes  for  raibroads  in  the  States  of  New  York, 
Connecticut,  Massachusette,  Rhode  Island,  and  North  Car- 
olina.— ^These  duties  are  on  the  application  and  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  authorities  and  parties  interested,  and  are  un.- 
der  the  superintendence  of  one  officer;  but  his  services  b&. 
ing  required  with  the  troops  on  the  frontier,  he  has  been 
ordered  to  join  them.  \ 

17.  The  survey,  plan,  and  estimate  of  a  route  for  a  rail- 
road from  Pensacola,  Florida,  to  Columbus,  Georgia,  on 
the  i^pUcation  and  at  the  expense  of  the  authorities  of  Flor- 
ida and  of  parties  interested. 

18.  The  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  State  of  Mississippi^ 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate. 

These  two  surveys  were  under  the  same  officer,  but  hii 
services  being  required  with  the  troops  in  the  field  in 
Florida,  he  has  been  ordered  to  join  them. 

19.  The  survey  of  the  coast— The  officer  of  the  corps 
heretofore  on  that  duty  is  still  retained  upon  it 

20.  The  survey,  plan,  and  estimate  of  the  route  for  a 
railroad  from  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.— This  survey  has  been  partially  made,  and  is  on  the 
application  and  at  the  expense  of  the  authorities  and  par- 
ties interested,  but,  as  the  services  of  the  officer  superin- 
tending the  same,  and  his  militery  assistants,  were  requi- 
red with  the  troops  on  the  frontier,  he  and  his  assistanto 
have  been  ordered  to  join  them. 

21.  The  survey  of  a  part  of  Lake  Champlain,  with  a 
view  to  ite  military  defences,  in  consequence  of  aresolutbn 
of  the  Senate. — ^I'his  survey  is  partially  made,  but  as  the 
officer  and  his  assistanto  were  required  with  the  troops  on 
the  frontier,  they  have  been  ordered  to  join  them. 

22.  The  survey  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  with  a 
view  to  an  improvement  of  the  entrance  of  that  river,  by 
direction  of  a  law  of  the  last  session  of  Congress. — No  or- 
der has  yet  been  taken  on  this  subject  As  the  season  ap- 
proached in  which  field  operations  in  that  quarter  became 
practicable,  the  wante  of  the  troops  in  the  field  left  this  bu- 
reau without  an  officer  to  assign  to  that  duty. 

By  reference  to  the  reporte  on  plans  for  improving  the 
entrance  of  this  river,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  a  subject  re- 
plete with  difficulties,  and  which  could  be  intrusted  only  to 
an  experienced  and  highly-informed  engineer. 

23.  The  survey  of  ^e  bar  and  harbor  of  Georgetown, 
S.  C,  by  virtue  of  the  law  of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 
— ^No  order  has  yet  been  taken  on  this  8ur>'ey;  the  reason, 
there  is  no  officer  whatever  to  assign  to  it  This  perhaps 
may  not  be  considered  so  much  a  matter  of  regret,  as  the 
amount  appropriated  for  the  survey  is  entirely  inadequate 
to  ite  execution,  or  even  to  a  judicious  commencement 

The  amount  appropriated  in  the  law  is  one  thousand 
dollars.  This  bureau  is  not  aware  by  whom  or  on  what 
authority  the  estimate  for  this  amount  was  made;  but  being 
well  satisfied  of  ite  inadequacy  to  the  object  contemplated, 
and  with  a  view  of  determining  this  point,  the  question  of 
an  estimate  was  referred,  in  September  last,  to  an  officer  of 
great  experience  in  hydrographic  surveys,  as  well  as  in  the 
particular  locality  of  this  survey,  having  some  years  since 
been  employed  on,  and  partially  completed,  a  survey  of 
Georgetown  harbor. 
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His  estimate  for  the  survey  of  the  bar,  and  for  as  much 
as  is  yet  requisite  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  harbor, 
amounts  to  the  sum.  of  $4,884. 

24.  The  survey  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Connecticut 
with  a  view  to  its  improvement. — The  officer  of  this  corps 
who  is  on  a  survey  of  the  coast,  has  also  had  this  survey 
assigned  to  him;  and  the  plan,  report,  and  estimate,  are  ex- 
pected to  be  completed  in  time  to  be  laid  before  Congress  at 
an  early  period. 

26.  The  survey,  plan,  estimate,  and  location  of  the  route 
of  a  canal  from  Georgetown,  D.  C. ,  to  Annapolis,  in  Mary- 
land, on  the  application  and  at  the  expense  of  the  authori- 
ties of  that  State. — ^This  will  be  completed  during  the  pres- 
ent season. 

26.  The  survey  of  the  head-waters  of  Chesapeake  bay, 
directed  by  a  law  of  the  last  session  of  Congress. — ^This 
survey  will  be  completed  in  time  to  be  laid  before  Congress 
at  an  eariy  period  during  the  ensuing  session. 

27.  The  survey,  plan,  and  estimate  of  the  route  for  a 
railroad  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  on  the  application  and  at 
the  expense  of  the  parties  interested  in  the  same. — ^Thls 
•urvey  will  be  completed  this  season. 

28.  The  survey  of  the  St  Frands,  Black,  and  White 
nvers,  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  by  virtue  of  a  law  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  and  with  a  view  to  the  removal  of 
the  rafts  on  said  rivers.— This  duty  is  now  in  execution, 
but  it  is  doubted  If  the  appropriation  will  prove  adequate  to 
the  survey  of  the  three  rivers. 

29.  The  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Richmond,  Virginia, 
with  a  view  to  its  improvement. — The  plan,  report,  and 
estimate  of  this  survey  will  be  done  in  time  to  be  laid  be- 
fore Congress  at  an  early  period. 

30.  The  geological  investigations  authorized  in  the  Ter- 
ritories, public  lands,  and  in  the  Indian  country,  are  being 
made  wiUi  the  vigor  and  intelligence  which  have  always 
characterized  the  labors  of  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh;  and  in- 
teresting reports  are  anticipated  from  bun  during  the  course 
of  the  ensuing  winter,  in  reference  to  the  country  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  Cherokees. 

The  report  of  the  investigations  of  the  past  year  has  been 
received  since  the  last  annual  report,  and  duly  submitted  to 
-Congress.  It  has  been  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate,  and 
will  show  the  advantages  and  extent  of  such  examinations. 

Its  value  is  much  enhanced  by  interesting  maps  of  apart 
of  the  country  which  had  been  hitherto  but  little  explored. 

3 1 .  Constructums.^-The  various  works  of  construction 
assigned  to  this  bureau  being  placed,  (with  two  exceptions, ) 
in  consequence  of  the  want  of  officers,  under  civil  agents, 
they  will  not,  on  that  account,  be  exposed  to  the  interrup- 
tions consequent  upon  the  necessity  of  sending  the  officers 
to  the  troops  in  the  field. 

These  works  are — 

82.  The  opening  of  a  road  from  the  State  line  of  Ala- 
bama, through  Marianna,  to  Appalachicola. — ^This  road 
was  authorized  by  a  law  of  Congress  of  30th  of  June,  1834; 
but  as  the  survey  and  plan  had  first  to  be  made  and  appro- 
ved, some  time  had  to  be  necessarily  occupied  in  these  pre- 
liminary operations.  It  is,  however,  in  a  state  of  active 
progress.  The  officer  in  charge  of  tMs  work  has  been  late- 
ly ordered  to  join  the  troops  in  Florida,  but  as  he  will  be  at 
times  in  the  vicinity  of  the  work,  he  can  still  bestow  his  at- 
tention upon  it;  it  will  not  therefore  be  suspended.  The 
amount  required  to  complete  this  road  is  estimated  at 
$20,813. 

38.  All  the  constructions  under  this  bureau,  except  No. 
31,  are  the  result  of  laws  of  the  last  session.  But  the  late- 
ness of  the  period  when  the  appropriation  bills  were  passed, 
and  the  Ume  lost  before  civil  agents  having  some  knowledge 
of  these  matters  could  be  obtained,  have  of  necessity  limited 
the  operations  to  the  mere  beginning  of  the  works  and  to  the 
procuring  of  materials. 

34.  The  building  of  a  breakwater  or  pier  at  the  harbor  of 


Kuriington,  Vermont.— Arrangements  for  the  ooUecting  of 
materials  have  been  made;  and  it  has  been  already  aaoertain- 
ed  that  the  increase  in  the  prices  of  materials  and  labor, 
over  those  which  were  relied  upon  when  the  estimate  w«a 
made  upon  which  the  appropriation  was  founded,  will  oq- 
casion  a  proportional  and  considerable  increase  in  the  cost 
of  the  work.  The  origmal  estimate  was  made  upon  the 
prices  of  1833,  and  amounts  to  #28,727. 

The  estimate  of  the  present  year  has  not  yet  been  leoolv- 
ed  from  the  agent;  but,  on  consulting  with  the  officw  who 
had  been  placed  in  the  position  of  inspector  of  the^woriu 
on  that  lake,  reasoning  from  analogy  in  reference  to  the  in- 
crease in  the  prices  of  labor  and  materials  and  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  making  a  stronger  work  than  appears  to  haw 
been  contemplated  in  the  first  instance,  it  is  doubted  if  the 
improvement  can  be  accomplished  at  a  less  cost  than  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  The  amount  appropriated  was  $10,000: 
leaving  yet  to  be  provided  the  sum  of  $40,000. 

35.  The  deepening  of  the  channel  between  the  North 
and  Soudi  Hero  islands,  Lake  Champlain,  State  qf  Vesr- 
mont.— Several  large  isolated  rocks  have  bead  removed  from 
this  channel,  but  the  general  operations  lequiring  the  uee 
of  a  dredging-machine,  of  whidi  there  is  none  on  the  lake, 
it  became  necessary  to  have  one  constructed.  It  is  now  be- 
ing made,  uid  wiU  be  ready  for  use  early  the  next  spring. 

The  appropriation  for  this  work  was  founded  uponan  es- 
timate of  prices  collected  in  1834.  It  is  not  improbable  th«t 
it  will  also  be  afiected  by  the  late  and  general  increase  in 
the  prices  of  labor  and  materials.  The  e^mate  was  for 
$25,669;  the  amount  appropriated  was  $15,000,  leaving  a 
balance  required  for  the  next  season  of  $10,669,  which  is 
probably  as  much  as  can  be  judiciously  expended  during  the 
next  season. 

36.  The  building  of  a  breakwater  or  pier  at  the  harbor  of 
Plattsburg,  Lake  Champlain,  Sute  of  New  York.— Mate- 
rials for  tibiis  work  are  now  being  collected.  The  estimate 
upon  which  the  appropriation  is  founded  was  made  in  1833, 
and  amounted  to  $24,D03.  That  upon  present  prices  of 
labor  and  materials  has  not  yet  been  received;  but,  from  rea- 
sons similar  to  those  stated  in  No.  34,  it  is  doubted  if  the 
ultimate  cost  of  the  woric  for  this  harbor  can  be  placed  at  a 
less  sum  than  $45,000.  The  appropriation  was  for  $10,000, 
leaving  a  deficiency  to  be  provided  amounting  to  $35,000. 

37.  The  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  White  Hall,  Lake 
Champlain,  State  of  New  Yoik.— There  was  no  plan  for 
this  imi»ovement,  and  no  previous  survey  having  been 
made,  it  was  difficult  to  asoertam.  the  precise  object  of  the 
law.  Eig^t  thousand  dollars  was  approjpriated. 

Having  had  a  survey  made,  and  it  being  ascertained  that 
a  dredging-machine  would  be  necessary  whatever  jrfan  for 
the  improvement  might  ultimately  be  adopted,  the  construc- 
tion of  one  has  been  directed,  and  will  be  ready  for  use  by 
the  spring.  This  machine  will  also  be  used  at  the  cfaann^ 
between  Uietwo  Heroes;  that  is,  but  one  is  to  be  ocmstruct- 
ed  for  both  places.  Its  operation  at  White  Hall  will  be  to 
deepen  and  widen  the  present  channel  of  the  harbor.  But 
one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  experienced  at  this  harbor  is  a 
want  of  space.  It  is  not  sufficiently  large  for  its  commerce, 
and  the  improvement  most  desired  is  an  enlargement  of  the 
present  harbor.  The  best  plan  which  has  been  presented 
for  this  object  is  to  cut  an  additional  passage  through  the 
flat  lands,  on  the  side  opposite  the  present  site  of  the  town. 
Should  this  be  adopted,  it  will  require  an  additional  appr<»- 
priation  of  $22,000. 

38.  The  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Black  river,  Jef- 
ferson county.  State  of  New  York. — ^As  there  was  neither 
regular  survey  of  this  harbor,  or  plan  for  its  improvement, 
the  first  action  under  the  appropriation  has  been  to  have  a 
survey  made  and  a  plan  and  estimate  for  the  improvement; 
but  being  without  any  officer  for  the  dut^,  and  it  being  veiy 
difficult  to  obtain  a  civil  agent  suitably  qualified,  it  wasnpt 
till  8th  September  that  orders  for  the  duty  could  be  given. 
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The  ranrey  has  been  made  and  the  eatimaie  for  the  im- 
provement amounts  to  $26,908  71;  the  appropriation  was 
for  $6,000,  leaving  a  deficiency  to  be  suf^Ued  amounting 
to  $21,998  77. 

39.  The  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Sal- 
mon river.  Lake  Ontario,  State  of  New  York. — The  oper- 
ations for  this  work  have  as  yet  been  limited  to  the  collect- 
ing of  materials,  and  to  the  constructing  of  the  requisite 
macJiineiy.     ^ 

Five  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  this  improve- 
ment. I  am  not  aware  by  whom  the  estimate  was  made, 
and  although  the  plan  appears  to  have  been  obtained  from 
the  War  I^partment,  yet  no  survey,  plan,  estimate,  or  re- 
port, was  ever  made  under  its  direction.  But  being  well 
satisfied  that  the  appropriation  wsm  entirely  inadequate  to 
the  object,  and  that  the  plan  which  appears  to  have  been 
under  the  consideration  of  the  committee  was  not  the  most 
judicious  or  the  most  economical,  an  officer  of  much  intelli- 
gence and  much  experience  in  these  kinds  of  improvements 
was  directed  to  repair  to  the  locali^,  and  after  a  careful 

S arsenal  examination,  to  revise  both  the  plan  and  estimate, 
is  examination  has  resulted  in  a  modification  of  the  plan, 
and  in  an  estimate  amounting  to  $72,061.  The  improve- 
ment is  highly  important  to  the  navigation  of  that  lake. 

40.  The  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Cat- 
taraugus creek,  Lake  Erie,  State  of  New  York.— The  work 
has  been  commenced  and  materials  for  its  continuation  du- 
ring the  next  season  are  being  collected. 

The  amount  estimated  for  the  whole  work  is  $102,000; 
the  appropriation  was  for  $15,000,  leaving  a  balance  to  be 
provided  for  of  $87,000. 

41.  The  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Portland,  Lake 
Erie,  State  of  New  York.— The  work  has  been  commenced, 
and  materials  are  being  collected  for  its  continuation. 

The  estimate  for  completing  this  work  amounts  to 
$60,000;  the  appropriation  was  for  $10,000,  leaving  a  bal- 
ance to  be  provided  of  $50,000. 

Should  it  be  found  necessary  hereafter  to  add  an  eastern 
breakwater  for  the  more  complete  security  of  the  harbor,  it 
will  require  an  additional  appropriation  of  $28,500. 

42.  The  constructing  of  two  piers  and  the  improving  of 
the  harbor  of  Vermilion,  Huron  county.  Lake  Erie,  State 
of  Ohio.--<A  suitable  agent  for  this  work  could  not  be  ob- 
tained before  the  4th  day  of  August ;  he  was  immediately 
ordered  there,  has  commenced  the  work,  and  is  collecting 
materials  for  its  continuation. 

The  original  estimate  was  made  in  1882,  and  b  affected 
by  the  late  general  increase  in  the  prices  of  materials  and 
labor.  The  plan  is  also  somewhat  modified,  the  piers  be- 
ing made  larger  than  at  first  contemplated,  experience  hav- 
ing proved  that  the  smaller  pier,  being  insufficient  to  with- 
stand the  shock  from  the  surf  of  the  lake,  was  soon  de- 
stroyed. 

The  estimate  for  the  work  amounts  to  $61,563;  the 
ai^propriation  was  for  $10,000,  leaving  a  deficiency  to  be 
provided  of  $51,563. 

43.  The  constructing  of  a  pier  or  breakwater  at  the  mouth 
of  the  St.  Joseph's,  Michigan. — Later  surveys,  and  a  more 
elaborate  investigation  have  occasioned  a  modification  in 
the  plan  at  first  proposed,  but  not  involving  any  increase  of 
cost.  The  estimate  made  upon  prices  of  September,  1836, 
amounts  to  $67,559;  the  appropriation  was  for  $20,000, 
leaving  a  deficiency  to  be  provided  of  $47,559.  The  least 
amount  estimated  for  the  next  year  is  $44,617. 

44.  The  constructing  a  bresiwater  and  harbor  at  Michi- 
gan city.  State  of  Illinois. — In  this,  as  well  as  in  No;  42, 
tiie  requisite  machinery  is  being  made,  and  arrangements 
have  been  entered  into  for  the  delivery  of  materials  prepar- 
atory to  the  active  operation  anticipated  for  the  next  season. 

The  original  estimate  for  this  work  has  likewise  felt  the 
effect  of  the  increased  value  of  materials  and  labor.  It  was 
made  in  February,  1835,  and  amounted  to  $84,240;  the 


revised  estimate  upon  prices  of  September,  1836,  amounts 
to  $95,609;  the  appropriation  for  the  last  year  was  for 
$20,000;  and  the  least  amount  which  will  be  required  for 
the  next  year  is  estimated  at  $58,217. 

Statement  £  is  a  connected  exhibit  of  the  estimates  for 
the  various  harbor  improvements  under  the  direction  of  tins 
bureau,  and  herein  referred  to. 

45.  In  conclusion,  allow  me  again  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  organization  and  increase  of  the  corps  of  topographi- 
cal engineers. 

The  subject  has  so  firequentiy  been  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Department  and  of  Congress,  and  explanations  of  its 
advantage  and  necessity  are  stated  in  so  much  detail  in 
communications  from  this  bureau,  as  well  as  in  a  report 
from  the  MiHtary  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, that  they  leave  nothing  further  to  be  said,  or  only  in 
addition  to  refer  to  the'  facts  detailed  in  this  report,  which 
prove  the  utter  inability  of  the  bureau  to  execute  the  duties 
assigned  to  it  under  the  various  laws  of  Congress  without 
further  aid.  It  may  also  be  well  to  add,  that  the  aid  heie- 
tofore  received  from  tiie  army  is  now  no  longer  to  be  ob- 
tained. 

The  extreme  inconvenience  to  which  the  army  has  been 
exposed  from  the  system  of  military  details  for  duties  out 
of  the  line,  not  only  during  the  Indian  disturbances  oh  our 
frontier,  but  for  years  before — a  system,  the  parent  of  ex- 
travagance, confusion,  and  discontent,  and  which,  even  in 
its  partial  action,  has  (as  events  have  proved)  to  be  aban- 
doned on  every  slight  emergency — has  induced  the  Presi- 
dent to  check  it  by  a  positive  limitation  of  the  number  which 
can  in  any  event  be  detailed  for  detached  duty. 

Under  the  foregoing  circumstances  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  is  no  remedy  but  in  a  better  organization  of  the  corps. 

In  relation  to  that  organization,  I  will  merely  submit  a , 
copy  of  the  bill  which  met  with  the  approbation  of  Con- 
gress in  its  last  session,  having  passed  the  Senate  twice, 
and  having  been  three  times  reported  to  the  House,  and 
passed  through  a  second  reading  there — once  as  a  bill  firom 
its  own  Military  Committee,  and  twice  in  bills  from  the 
Senate. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Lieut  Col.  Top.  Eng. 

A  bill  for  Uie  better  organization  of  the  corps  of  Topograph- 
ical Engineers, 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  ofRep- 
resentatives  of  the  Vhit^  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers  shall 
be  organi2ed  and  increased  by  regular  promotions  in  the 
same,  so  that  the  said  corps  shall  consist  of  one  colonel,  one 
lieutenant  colonel,  four  majors,  ten  captains,  ten  first  lieu- 
tenants, and  ten  second  lieutenants. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  vacancies  cre- 
ated by  said  organization,  over  and  above  those  which  can 
be  filled  by  the  present  corps,  shall  be  taken  from  the  army, 
and  from  such  as  it  may  be  deemed  advisaUie  of  the  civil 
engineers  employed  under  the  act  of  the  30th  April,  1824; 
and  that  the  pay  and  emoluments  to  the  officers  of  the  said 
corps  shall  be  the  same  as  are  allowed  to  officers  of  simila 
rank  in  the  cavalry  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  authority 
to  employ  civil  engineers  in  the  act  of  the  30th  April,  1824, 
and  the  authority  by  law  for  the  present  corps  of  topograph- 
ical engineers  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed,  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  and  that  all  letters  and  packages  on 
public  business  to  and  from  the  chief  of  the  corps  now  au- 
thorized, be  free  from  postage. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  officers  of 
said  coi^s  shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war, 
and  to  such  regulations  in  relation  to  their  duties,  as  the 
President  may  think  proper  to  adopt. 
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REPORT  FROM  THE  ORDNANCE  DEPART- 
MENT. 

Obdnancb  Defabtxkkt, 
Washington^  November  12,  1836. 
•  Sib:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  9th  of  September 
lut,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  of  the  general 
result  of  the  proceedings  and  operations  of  this  department 
between  the  1st  October,  1835,  and  the  30th  September, 
1836. 

The  papers  marked  A  and  B  present  a  general  view  of 
these  concerns  during  the  last-mentioned  period,  as  well  in 
regard  to  the  amounts  of  expenditures  under  the  several 
heads  of  appropriations,  as  in  reference  to  their  objects  and 
to  the  various  ordnance  stations  where  they  have  been 
made. 

The  first  of  theae  (A)  shows  the  whole  amount  of  funds 
remitted  from  the  Treasury  to  disbursing  officers  and  con- 
tractors in  this  department  during  the  year  1835,  to  have 
been  .....  $934,588  73 
That  the  portion  of  that  sum  which  was  ex- 
pended and  accounted  for  during  the  same 
period  amounted  to        -  -  -     840,550  69 

And  thaty  at  the  close  of  the  year,  there  re- 
mained unexpended,  and  in  the  hands  of 
disbursing  officers,  the  sum  of    -  -       94,038  04 


Statement  B  exhibits  the  total  amount  of  funds  remain- 
ing in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers  at  the  close  of  the 
year  1835,  and  which  have  been  remitted  to  them  and  to 
I        contractors  during  the  first,  second,  and  third  quarters  of 
ttie  year  1836.     Tliis  amount  will  be  seen  to  have  been — 

$1,053^824  67 
And  the  portion  of  this  sum  expended,  and 
•  for  which  accounts  have  been  rendered, 
during  the  same  period,  will  be  seen  in 
the  same  statement  to  have  amounted  to     857,570  45 
The  unexpended  balance  exhibited  in  the 
same  statement  as  being  in  the  hands  of 
the  disbursing  officers  at  the  close  of  the 
third  quarter  of  1835  having  been  -     195,754  22 


Statement  C  presents  a  view  of  the  general  result  of  the 
operations  at  the  several  arsenals  and  armories  of  the  Uni- 
t^  States  in  the  manufacture,  repair,  and  purchase  of  the 
principal  articles  of  ordnance,  ordnance  stores,  and  building 
Biaterials.  It  exhibits  the  result  of  these  operations  to  the 
extent  to  which  they  have  been  completed  during  the  year 
between  the  Ist  October,  1835,  and  30th  September,  1836, 
indicating,  among  other  articles  of  ordnance  and  ordnance 
■tores  which  have  been  fabricated  or  procured,  the  follow  • 
ing,  vix:  Of  artillery,  33  42-pounder,  57  32-pounder,  50 
24-pounder,  and  77  6-pounder  iron  cannon;  1 10  32-pound- 
•r  casemate  carriages,  86  32-pounder  casemate  chassis,  21 
84-pounder  casemate  carriages,  65  24-pounder  casemate 
chassis,  37  32-pounder  barbette  carriages,  123  24-pounder 
barbette  carriages,  92  field-carriages,  68  caissons,  and  three 
travelling  forges. 

Of  small-arms  manufactured  and  procured,  viz:  22,650 
muskets  complete,  3,039  Hall's  rifles,  made  at  the  national 
armories;  and  at  the  private  factories,  8,600  muskets  com- 
plete, 701  Hall's  rifles,  301  carbines,  801  artillery  swords, 
and  3,260  cavalry  sabres. 

Of  accoutrements  for  small-arms,  20, 168  sets  for  infant- 
ry, 7,100  sets  rifle  accoutrements,  1,607  sets  for  cavalry, 
and  2,699  sabre  belts. 

Statement  D  shows  the  extent  of  the  operations  during 
the  year  between  the  Ist  of  October,  1835,  and  the  30th  of 
September,  1836,  which  have  occurred  in  procuring  ord- 
nance and  ordnance  stores  under  the  act  of  1808,  for  arm- 
ing and  equipjling  the  militia  of  the  States  and  Territories. 
This  statement  presents  also  a  view  of  the  expenditures 


under  the  act  which  have  resulted  during  the  same  period 
in  procuring  the  stores,  amounting,  for  all  object%  to 
$221,813  38.  It  exhibits,  among  other  articles  of  ord- 
nance stores  procured,  2  12-poundcr  brass  howitzers^  vHth 
their  carriages  and  equipments  complete;  77  6-pounder  iron 
cannon;  51  6-pounder  field  and  31  24-poimder  howitzer 
carriages  and  equipments  complete;  67  caissons,  -8,800 
muskets,  701  Hall's  rifles,  301  carl»nes,  801  artilkry 
swords,  3,260  cavalry  sabres,  and  4,250  sets  of  in£uitryy 
rifle,  and  cavalry  accoutrements. 

Statement  E  exhibits  the  amount  of  ordnance  and  ord- 
nance stores  which  have  been  apportioned  for  the  year  1885 
to  the  several  States  and  Territories,  under  the  act  of  1808, 
for  arming  and  eijuipping  the  militia;  this  apportionment 
being  founded  on  the  recent  returns  of  the  strength  of  the 
militia,  as  made  by  the  Adjutant  Generals  of  the  militia  of 
the  several  States  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  army. 

Statement  F  shows  the  several  articles  of  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores  which  have  been  distributed  to  the  militia 
of  the  States  and  Territories  during  the  year  between  the 
1st  of  October,  1835,  and  the  30th  of  September,  1886. 

Statement  G  presents  a  view  of  the  munitions  of  war  is- 
sued by  this  department  during  the  year  between  the  1st  of 
October,  1835,  and  the  30th  of  September,  1836,  to  the 
army.  In  this  it  will  appear  that  158  82-pounder,  153 
24-pounder,  and  35  6-pounder  iron  cannon;  2  4-pannder 
brass  cannon;  2  24-pounder  brass  howitzers;  86  32-pound- 
er and  10  24-pounder  casemate  carriages;  26  32-pounder, 
and  102  24-pounder  barbette  carriages;  1  12-pOttnder  and 
35  6-pounder  carriages;  10  24-pounder  howitzer  carriages; 
8  caissons;  21,279  muskets;  3,281  rifles;  380  pistols;  303 
cavaliy  sabres;  19,908  sets  in&ntry  and  1,303  sets  of  rifle 
accoutrements^  are  among  t^e  principal  articles  issued. 

Statement  H  exhibits  the  amount  of  lead  made  at  ihe 
United  States  lead  mines  from  the  year  1821,  when  their 
superintendence  was  transferred  from  the  Treasury  to  ibc 
War  Department,  to  SOth  of  September,  1835,  and  the 
amount  accruing  to  the  United  States  for  rents  for  that  pe- 
riod, viz: 
Total  amount  of  lead  made  firom  1821   to 

30th  September,  1835  -  75,571,609  lbs. 

Total  amount  of  rent  lead  accruing  for  the 

above  period  -  -  -  5,909,216  do. 

Amount  of  rent  lead  due  the  United  States 

and  yet  to  be  collected,  as  far  as  returns 

have  been  made  to  the  superintendent    -    493,813  do. 

No  returns  of  lead  have  been  made  to  the  superintend- 
ent during  the  year  ending  SOth  September,  1836. 

In  the  annual  communication  from  this  to  the  War  De- 
partment, dated  20th  November,  1835,  the  difficulty  which 
existed  respecting  the  collection  of  rents  was  particularly 
stated. 

A  considerable  number  of  the  persons  engaged  in  smelt- 
ing under  licenses  obtained  for  that  purpose  from  the^  Grov- 
ernment,  had  refused  to  make  returns  of  the  lead  made  by 
them,  or  to  pay  their  stipulated  rents.  The  delinquency 
has  since  become  general.  The  smelters  contend  that  the 
act  of  March  3,  1807,  « contains  no  authority  for  collect- 
ing rent  lead,  under  a  license  for  smelting  lead  ore;  and 
that  any  law  authorizing  the  leasing  of  pubUc  lands,  wi^- 
in  the  limits  of  a  State,  is  unconstitutional." 

Suits  have  been  ordered  against  several  of  the  delin- 
quents, to  test  the  validity  of  the  foregoing  objections;  the 
result  of  which  is  not  yet  known  at  this  department. 

The  licenses  for  smelting  will  all  shortiy  expire,  and  no 
more  will  be  issued,  unless  the  most  confident  assurance  be 
given  that  no  further  objections  will  be  made  to  a  compli- 
ance with  the  conditions  of  the  license  bonds. 

From  the  great  extent  of  the  mineral  lands,  and  the  con- 
flicting interests  which  have  arisen  between  the  purchasers 
and  occupants,  as  well  as  the  probability  that  tiie  United 
States  may  derive  no  benefit,  for  a  long  time,  by  a  contiii* 
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nance  of  the  present  system^  the  expediency  of  selling  the 
mineral  lands  in  that  region  is  forcibly  presented. 

Bach  a  measure  has  been  repeatedly  urged  by  this  de- 
partment, and  is  again  recommended  as  the  most  effectual 
mode  of  reconciling  all  difficulties  and  securing  the  interests 
of  the  United  States  in  that  quarter. 
*  Dilil^t  and  strenuous  efforts  have  been  made  to  accom- 
plish tiie  various  objects  set  forth  in  the  laws  of  appropria- 
tion, passed  during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  for  the 
service  of  this  department;  but,  for  want  of  officers  to  aid 
in  conducting  its  operations,  the  works  at  Liberty,  Missou- 
li;  Memphis,  Tennessee;  Little  Ro<^,  Arkansas;  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana;  FayetteviUe,  North  Carolina;  Charles- 
tcm.  South  Carolina;  the  magazine  at  the  arsenal  in  Wash- 
ington city;  and  the  erection  of  the  shot-furnaces  along  the 
■eacoast,  have  all  been  unavoidably  delayed,  and  some  of 
them  suspended.  A  like  inconvenience  has  been  felt  at 
the  principal  omnals  of  Watervliet,  Pittsbuig,  Washing- 
ton dty,  and  Watertown,  where  extensive  operations  are 
progressing,  and  unavoidably  impeded  by  the  want  of  the 
necessary  and  usual  assistance  of  officers.  The  depart- 
ments for  the  inspection  of  cannon  and  small-arms  and  ac- 
Gontrements  are  subject  to  the  same  inconvenience;  the  for- 
mer being  entirely  suspended,  and  the  latter  progressing 
with  difficulty,  for  the  want  of  additional  force. 

There  is  another  and  very  serious  inconvenience,  which 
extends  to  every  post  of  the  department  where  there  is  but 
one  officer;  and  more  especially  to  those  commanded  by  the 
chiefs  of  inspections.  These  officers,  widi  other  command- 
ers of  posts  who  are  unaided  by  assistant  officers,  are  fre- 
quently and  unavoidably  absent  on  business  connected  with 
the  posts,  or  the  inspection  of  cannon  or  small-arms;  and 
during  these  absences  are  obliged  to  leave  their  posts  some- 
times for  many  days  without  an  officer,  and  in  diarge  of  ir- 
ZBsponsible  persons,  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  various 
points  (many  of  them  matters  of  military  science)  connected 
with  the  business  of  the  posts,  and  which  require  daily  and 
hourly  decision.  Such  inexperienced  persons,  from  want 
of  the  proper  authority  under  the  laws  and  regulations,  are, 
in  many  case%  wholly  incapable  of  acting;  and  where  their 
delegated  authority  from  the  officer  is  sufficioit,  they  must 
either  decide  as  the  cases  arise,  and  most  probably  erro- 
neously, or  postpone  action  to  the  arrival  of  an  officer;  and 
in  this  manner  the  public  business  is  either  encumbered 
with  inconvenient  and  expensive  delays,  or  perhaps  with  the 
still  greater  expense  of  a  wrong  decision,  which  cannot  be 
temedied. 

It  cannot  be  disguised  that,  unless  the  service  of  this  de- 
partment be  relieved  by  the  proper  authority  firom  these  dis- 
advantages, its  immense  materiel  of  war  and  extensive 
buildings  and  machinery  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  are  lia^ 
ble  to  sustain  the  most  serious  losses,  from  fire,  defective 
preservation,  and  other  causes,  while  its  system  of  service 
may  be  deranged  by  irregularity  in  the  current  business  of 
the  arsenals,  and  by  complexity  and  confusion  in  its  busi- 
ness transactions  with  the  chief  of  the  department. 

I  had  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  decision  on  the  28th 
ultimo,  a  communication  from  the  lieutenant  colonel  of 
ordnance,  inspector  of  armories  and  arsenals,  urging  the 
difficulty  of  his  proceeding  with  the  inspections  in  his  de- 
partment, with  Uie  present  inadequate  allowance  of  trans- 
portation, and  requesting  to  be  reUeved  from  the  more  dis- 
tant inspections,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  expenses  in 
which  they  mvolve  him.  It  is  proper  here  to  remark,  that 
the  same  complaints  have  been  repeatedly  made  by  the  other 
officers  employed  in  the  inspections  of  this  department 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

G.  BOMFORD, 
CoL  of  Ordnance, 

Hon.  B.  F.  BvTLSB, 

Secretary  of  War  ad  interim* 


REPORT  FROM   THE   OFFICE  OF  INDIAN  AF- 
FAIRS. 

WaH   PXPABTXIITT, 

Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  December  1,  18S6. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you,  in  compliance 
with  the  direction  of  the  Department  of  the  9th  of  Septem- 
ber, the  following  report: 

1.  "0/  the  amount  of  funds  remitted,  a?id  of  those  for 
which  accounts  have  been  rendered  for  settlement  by  the 
disbursing  officers,  during  the  three  first  quarters  of  the 
present  year," 

This  information  is  imbodiedin  the  accompanying 'state- 
ment marked  A.  It  is  necessarily  incomplete.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  causes  that  usually  prevent  the  transmission  of 
accounts  within  the  period  required  by  law,  the  state  of  the 
military  branch  of  the  service  has  been  such  during  the  past 
year,  as  to  call  disbursing  officers  from  the  stations  at  which 
the  expenditures  were  to  be  made,  and  in  other  instances^ 
to  render  frequent  changes  of  them  necessaiy. 

2.  "Ofthe  number  of  Indians  removed  since  the  date  of 
the  iast  report  of  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsist- 
ence, the  number  who  have  entered  into  treaty  stipula- 
tions to  remove,  and  the  general  circumstances  connect- 
ed  with  the  emigration  and  settlement  of  the  Lidians.'^ 
This  branch  of  the  Indian  business  having  been  trans- 
ferred from  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence  to  this 
office  by  your  direction,  the  information  respecting  it  prop- 
erly' makes  a  part  ef  this  communication.     Respectfully 
referring  you  to  the  appended  tabuhir  statement,  marked  B, 
I  proceed  to  submit  a  general  view  of  the  operations  of  the 
past  year.     This  will  be  disconnected,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, from  the  military  movements,  the  report  of  which  will 
more  appropriately  be  made  from  another  bureau. 

The  message  of  the  President  of  the  9th  of  Februaiy, 
]  886,  transmitting  a  report  from  this  department,  in  an- 
swer to  a  resolution  of  Uie  Senate  of  the  8d  of  February, 
respecting  the  causes  of  the  hostilities  in  Florida,  and  the 
measures  taken  to  suppress  them,  communicated  a  succinct 
narrative  of  the  events  in  that  quarter  up  to  that  date. 
From  that  time  the  removal  of  the  Seminole  Indians  was 
committed  to  the  military  authorities,  as  a  military  meas- 
ure, and  its  completion  depends  upon  the  success  of  the 
military  movements.  The  friendly  Indians  who,  as  stated 
in  (hat  report,  had  fled  to  Tampa  bay  for  protection, 
amounted  to  aibout  450  in  number.  While  preparations 
were  making  for  their  removal,  they  gave  the  most  con- 
vincing proofs  of  their  fidelity  and  attachment  to  the  United 
States.  It  is  represented  by  Lieutenant  Harris,  in  a  com- 
munication dated  February  16, 1836,  that,  upon  their  learn- 
ing that  the  foe  was  in  force  in  the  neighborhood,  commit- 
ting depredations,  <<of  their  own  accord  they  sallied  out 
from  their  camp,  with  a  few  citizen  settlers,  and  maintain- 
ed an  obstinate  combat  with  the  enemy  for  several  hours; 
retreating  only  before  vastly  superior  numbers,  and  g^ning 
the  fort  not  until  night  was  setting  in  J'  On  another  occa- 
sion, when  General  Gaines  was  ready  to  take  the  field, 
*'  they  urged  that  they  might  be  permitted  to  go  out  also, 
and  were  permitted  to  do  so,  after  having  been  repeatedly 
told  that  this  proof  of  their  friendship  was  not  required  of 
them."  These  warriors,  to  the  number  of  68,  were  absent 
on  this  expedition  until  the  beginning  of  April.  On  the 
10th  of  that  month  the  whole  party  was  mustered,  pre- 
paratory to  their  going  on  board  the  transports,  and  their 
number  was  ascertained  to  be  407,  which  was  reduced  by 
deaths  to  382.  These  arrived  at  Little  Rock  on  the  6th  of 
May,  and  settled  upon  the  reservation  provided  for  them  in 
the  treaty  of  the  28th  of  March,  1833. 

The  removal  of  those  now  in  Florida,  has  been  intrust- 
ed to  General  Jesup,  under  instructions  similar  to  those 
given  for  the  removal  of  the  hostile  Creeks. 

By  the  tenns  of  the  treaty  with  the  Seminoles  of  Mp*  ~ 
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1832,  the  annuity  granted  ia  1823  will  be  increaBed  to 
$7,000,  which  is  to  be  added  to  the  annuities  oi  the  Qreeks, 
amounting  to  $36,900,  and  the  aggregate  sum  Is  to  be  so 
divided  that  thoy  will  receive  their  equitable  proportion  as 
members  of  the  Creek  confederation.  Under  th€  authority 
given  to  the  President  in  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  July 
2,  1836,  «'  making  further  appropHaiions  to  carry  into 
effect  certain  Indian  treatiea,**  tne  whole  of  the  annuity  for 
this  year  has  been  paid  to  these  emigrants.  And  to  re- 
move all  doubt,  I  would  suggest  that  this  authority  be  ex- 
tended, by  legislative  enactment,  to  the  payment  of  the  sum 
of  $16,400,  which,  it  is  stipulated  in  the  2d  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1832,  « shall  be  divided  among  the  chiefs  and 
warriors  of  the  several  towns,  on  account  of  their  abandon- 
ed improvements,  in  a  ratio  proportioned  to  their  population; 
the  respective  proportions  of  each  to  be  paid  upon  theur  ar- 
rival in  the  country  they  consent  to  remove  to."  In  addi- 
tion to  the  considerations,  that  they  have  been  unwavering 
in  their  fidth,  and  have  periled  their  lives  for  the  defence  of 
our  country,  a  strong  reason  is  presented  for  the  course 
suggested,  in  the  fact  that  they  have  sustained  the  loss  of 
their  ponies,  cattle,  hogs,  and  provisions,  amounting,  ac- 
cording to  the  estimate  of  the  disbursing  agent  to  $3,000. 
They  would  then  be  relieved  from  their  present  state  of 
want,  and  being  furnished  with  suitable  means,  might  in- 
crease their  knowledge  of  agriculture,  for  which  some  of 
them  have  shown  an  inclination,  and  gradually  acquire  the 
power  of  maintaining  themselves. 

The  removal  of  the  Creek  Indians,  like  that  of  the  8emi- 
noles,  was  made  a  military  operation,  on  the  commission 
by  them  of  hostile  acts.  The  causes  of  these,  and  the  meas- 
ures adopted  to  repress  and  prevent  them,  as  far  as  they 
were  then  ascertained,  were  communicated  to  Congress  in 
the  answer  from  this  department  to  the  rosolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  8d  of  June,  1836.  The 
operations  of  the  army  since  that  time  have  effected  the  sub- 
jugation of  the  Creeks.  Under  a  contract,  a  copy  of  which 
is  submitted,  marked  C,  all  of  them  have  been  removed, 
with  the  exception  of  the  &milies  of  a  band  of  700  warriors, 
who  have  been  mustered  into  service,  to  act  in  concert  with 
the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  Florida  against  the  Semi- 
noles.  The  first  party  that  was  removed,  consisting  of 
2,300,  encamped  on  the  Verdigris  on  the  7th  of  Septem- 
ber. Theur  approach  was  viewed  by  the  resident  Creeks 
with  jealousy  and  distrust,  and  the  commanding  officer  at 
Port  Gibson,  thinking  it  probable  that  serious  difficulties 
might  take  place  in  consequence,  if  not  prevented  by  the 
presence  of  a  suitable  military  force,  made  a  requisition  upon 
the  Grovemor  of  Arkansas  for  ten  companies  of  volunteers. 
This  unfriendly  feeling  was  ascribed  by  the  acting  superin- 
tendent of  the  Western  territory  to  an  apprehension,  on  the 
port  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Western  Creeks,  that  they  might 
be  superseded,  or  their  authority  be  abridged.  They  alle- 
ged, that  having,  after  encountering  privations  and  dangers, 
established  themselves  in  comfort,  and  framed  a  system  of 
government  and  laws  for  themselves,  their  situation  ought 
not  to  be  rendered  worse  by  the  coming  in  among  them  of 
those  who,  by  their  hostile  acts,  had  reduced  themselves  to 
beggary  and  want.  At  a  council  held  at  Fort  Gibson,  at 
which  the  commanding  officer  and  the  acting  superintend- 
ent were  present,  these  views  were  freely  expressed;  and  in 
behalf  of  the  Wertem  Creeks,  it  was  added,  by  direction  of 
Roley  Mcintosh,  "that  they  were  willing  to  meet  the  new 
emigrants  as  friends,  provided  they  would  submit  to  the 
laws  now  in  force."  To  this  proposition  Ne  a-MatUa,  the 
principal  chief  of  the  other  party,  replied,  "that  the  laws 
they  (the  Western  Creeks)  had  passed,  were  made  for  their 
good,  and  as  they  had  prospered  under  them,  they  (the 
emigrants)  were  willing  to  unite  under  them,  and  try  to 
live  together  peaceably."  It  is  the  impression  of  the  act- 
ing superintendent,  that  if  a  similar  policy  be  pursued  by* 
the  chief  Mcintosh  towards  other  emigrating  partios  as  they 


arrive,  no  hostilities  or  difficulties  are  to  be  apprehended. 
Whether  this  impression  be  correct  will  be  soon  known,  as 
advi(!es  have  been  received  of  the  arrival  at  Port  Gibson  of 
another  band,  amounting  to  165  in  number;  of  a  third, 
amounting  to  1,300,  at  Little  Rock,  and  of  the  remaining 
parties  at  Memphis.  It  is  certainly  to  be  desired  that  pesos 
among  these  people  should  be  preserved.  A  different  ststs 
of  things  would  subvert  the  present  prosperity  of  the  Mdn- 
tosh  party,  effectually  preclude  the  improvement  of  the 
other,  and  put  in  peril  the  lives  of  all.  With  their  large 
annuity,  amounting  to  $36,900,  with  liberal  provision  for 
education  and  agricultural  assistance,  the  opportunity  and 
the  means  for  advancement  are  theirs,  and  nothing  baton- 
friendly  relations  among  themselves  can  prevent  their 
onward  progress. 

The  number  of  Cherokees  residing  in  the  States  of  Geor* 
gia.  North  Carolina,  Alabama,  and  Tennessee,  aoeordmg 
to  ibe  census  taken  in  1835,  was  16,542.  For  the  remo- 
val of  these,  as  stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  Deeember  29, 
1836,  a  superintendent  of  enugratton  and  assistant  con- 
ductors and  agents  have  been  appointed;  but  active  (^ra- 
tions have  been  delayed  for  the  execution  of  other  provis- 
ions of  that  treaty,  Uie  measures  taken  in  regard  to  which 
are  stated  in  anoUier  part  of  this  report. 

The  sum  of  $40,000  was  appropriated  at  the  last  sesuon 
of  Congress  "  to  defray  the  expense  of  removing  the  Win- 
nebago Indians,  who  reside  south  of  the  Wisconsin,  to  the 
*  Neutral  ground,'  or  such  other  place  as  may  be  assigned 
by  treaty."  The  «  Neutral  ground"  is  a  tract  of  conntiy  on 
the  vrest  side  of  the  Mississippi,  a  part  of  which  was  granted 
to  the  Winnebagoesby  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  with 
them  of  September  16,  1832.  The  Sioux  Indians,  residing 
upon  the  borders  of  this  tract,  asserted  that,  by  the  terms  of 
the  treaty  of  July  15,  1830,  with  themselves  and  other  In- 
dians, as  explained  to  them  by  one  of  the  commissioners, 
it  was  to  be  held  in  trust  for  each  of  the  tribes  parties  to  that 
treaty,  and  could  not,  therefore,  be  granted  to  another.  But 
the  right  to  make  such  disposition  of  it  was  clearly  given  in 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty,  which  authorized  the  President 
to  locate  upon  it  any  other  tribe,  *'  for  hunting  and  other 
purposes. "  If  any  declaration  of  a  contrary  import  was 
made  to  the  Indians,  it  was  never  communicated  by  the 
commissioners  to  this  department.  The  opposition  of  the 
Sioux,  which  they  signified  by  prohibiting  the  entry  of  the 
Winnebagoes  upon  it,  although  unfounded,  excited  the  ap- 
prehensions of  the  latter,  and  they  have  hitherto  been  nductant 
to  remove  to  this  tract,  notwithstanding  its  greaX  fertility 
and  value.  It  was  for  these  reasons,  it  is  presumed,  that 
the  clause  in  the  appropriation  act  was  so  framed  as  to  au- 
thorize an  expenditure  for  their  removal  to  this  land,  or  to 
the  country  south  of  Ihe  Missouri.  The  duty  of  negotia- 
ting with  them  to  effect  the  latter  object,  and  of  directing  th« 
arrangements  for  their  emigration,  should  it  not  be  accom- 
plished, has  been  committed  to  the  Governor  of  the  Wiscon- 
sin Territory,  from  whom  no  report  has  been  received.  It 
is  understood,  however,  that  his  efforts  have  been  cmsnc- 
cessful. 

General  Jesup  was  instructed,  on  the  20th  of  July,  1836, 
to  select  an  officer  to  conduct  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws 
remaining  in  Mississippi,  for  which  an  appropriation  was 
made  at  the  last  session  of  $30,000,  which,  with  a  balance 
of  a  former  appropriation  of  $26,800,  made  a  fund  applica- 
ble to  this  object  of  $56,800.  When  it  is  accomplished, 
the  whole  number  of  the  Choctaws  west  of  the  Mississippi 
will  be  18,300. 

This  large  augmentation  of  their  numbers,  and  the  con- 
sequent changes  in  their  condition  and  circumstances,  ap- 
pear to  me  to  give  new  importance  to  the  establishment  (^a 
government  for  the  Indian  tribes  west  of  the  Mississippi 
river.  I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  invite  your  attention  to  • 
narration  of  former  proceedings  in  relation  to  this  object. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  May  28lh,  1630,  provided  for  an 
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exchange  of  lands  with  the  Indiana  leaiding  in  any  of  the 
8tatea  or  Territories  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  for  their 
^remoTai  beyond  that  river.  It  authorized  the  President 
**  solemnly  to  assure  the  tribe  or  nation  with  which  the  ex- 
change is  made,  that  the  United  States  will  forever  secure 
and  guaranty  to  them,  their  heirs  or  successors,  the  country 
■o  exchanged  with  them."  It  further  authorized  him  **  to 
cause  such  tribe  or  nation  to  be  protected  at  their  new  resi- 
dence, against  all  interruption  or  disturbance  from  any  other 
tribe  or  nation  of  Indians,  or  from  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons whatever."  It  also  empowered  him  to  exercise  over 
them  <*the  same  superintendence  and  care"  that  he  had 
extended  to  them  before  their  removal. 

Anterior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  which  devolved  upon 
the  executive  these  high  duties  to  the  Indian  tribes,  the 
neoessity  of  some  form  of  government  had  been  distinctly 
recognised.  Stipulations  were  made  in  treaties  with  the 
Cherokees  and  Choctaws,  for  their  removal  and  settlement 
west  of  the  Misdssippi,  in  1817  and  1820.  In  1824,  Mr. 
Monroe,  in  his  message  at  the  opening  of  the  session, 
pointed  to  the  vast  extent  of  country  «  between  the  limits  of 
our  present  States  and  Territories,  and  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains and  Mexico^"  as  a  region  to  which  the  Indians  *  <  might 
be  invited,  with  inducements  which  might  be  successful.  It 
is  thought,"  he  obsarve<^  *'  if  that  territory  should  be  divi- 
ded into  districts,  by  previous  agreement  with  the  tribes  now 
residing  there,  and  civil  governments  be  established  in  each, 
^th  schools  for  eveiy  branch  of  instruction  in  literature  and 
in  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  that  all  the  tribes  now  within  our 
limits  might  gradually  be  drawn  there."  On  the  16th  of 
December,  1824,  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflairs  was  in- 
structed, by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  organizing  all  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  lying  west  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri and  Territories  of  Arkansas  and  Michigan,  into  a  sep- 
erate  Territory,  to  be  occupied  exclusively  by  the  Indiaiis; 
and  of  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  think  best,  to  colonize  all 
the  Indians  of  the  present  States  and  Territories  permanent- 
ly within  the  same."  On  the  27th  of  January,  1825,  Mr. 
Monroe  again  presented  this  subject  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  a  special  message.  «  The  great  object  to  be 
accompliiriied,"  he  said,  « is  the  removal  of  these  tribes  to 
the  territory  designated,  on  conditions  which  shall  be  satis- 
factory to  themselves  and  honorable  to  the  United  States. 
This  can  be  done  only  by  conveying  to  each  tribe  a  good 
title  to  an  adequate  portion  of  land,  to  whicii  it  may  consent 
to  remove,  and  by  providing  for  it  there  a  system  of  internal 
.government,  which  shall  protect  their  property  from  invasion, 
and  by  the  regular  progress  of  improvement  and  civilization, 
prevent  that  degeneracy  which  has  generally  marked  the 
transition  from  the  one  to  the  other  state. "  "  The  digest  of 
such  a  government,  with  the  consent  of  the  Indians,  which 
should  be  endowed  with  sufEcient  powers  to  meet  all  the 
objects  contemplated:  to  connect  the  several  tribes  together 
in  a  bond  of  amity,  and  preserve  order  in  each;  to  prevent 
intrusions  on  their  property;  to  teach  them,  by  regular  in- 
struction, the  arts  of  civilized  life,  and  make  them  a  civil- 
iied  people,  is  an  object  of  veiy  high  importance.  It  is  the 
powerful  consideration  which  we  have  to  offer  to  these  tribes, 
as  an  inducement  to  relinquish  the  lands  on  which  they  now 
reside,  and  to  remove  to  those  which  are  designated."  <*To 
the  United  States,  the  proposed  arrangement  offers  many 
important  advantages,  in  addition  to  those  which  have  been 
already  enumerated.  By  the  establishment  Xif  such  a  gov- 
ernment over  these  tribes^  with  their  consent,  we  become 
in  reality  their  bene&ctors.  The  relation  of  conflicting  in- 
tefests,  which  has  heretofore  existed  between  them  and  our 
frontier  settlements,  will  cease.  There  will  be  no  more  wars 
between  them  and  the  United  States.  Adopting  such  a 
government,  their  movement  will  be  in  harmony  with  us, 
and  its  good  efieots  be  felt  through  the  whole  extent  of  oar 


territory  to  the  Pacific,  tt  may  fairly  be  presumed  that, 
throught  the  agency  of  such  a  government,  the  condition  of 
all  the  tribes  inhabiting  that  vast  region  may  be  essentially 
improved;  that  permanent  peace  may  be  preserved  with  them, 
and  our  commerce  be  much  extended." 

Accompany  this  message  was  a  report  of  Mr.  Calhoun, 
then  Secretary  of  War,  in  which  he  stated  the  obligation  of 
the  United  States  to  protect  the  Indians  who  should  em^ 
grate;  to  continue  to  &em  the  means  of  education  and  im- 
provement, and  to  give  them  **  the  strongest  and  mpst  solemn 
assurance"  that  the  country  assigned  them  should  be  theirs, 
<*  as  a  permanent  home  for  themselves  and  their  posterity." 
"  To  such  assurance,"  he  proceeded  to  observe,  "if  there 
should  be  added  a  system  by  which  the  Government,  without 
destroying  their  independence,  would  gradually  unite  the 
several  tribes  under  a  simple  but  enlightened  system  of 
government  and  laws,  formed  on  the  principles  of  our  own, 
and  for  which,  as  their  own  people  would  partake  in  it, 
they  would,  under  the  influence  of  the  contemplated  im- 
provement, at  no  distant  day,  become  prepared,  the  ar« 
rangements  which  have  been  proprosed  would  prove  to  the 
Indians  and  their  posterity  a  permanent  blessing." 

On  the  Ist  of  February,  1825,  <<abill  for  the  preser- 
vation and  civilization  of  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  was  reported  to  the  Senate  by  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  which  finally  passed  that  body,  but  did 
not  receive  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. On  the  27th  of  December,  1825,  a  resolution  was 
agreed  to  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  some  mode  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians; 
for  allotting  to  each  tribe  a  sufliciency  of  land,  "with  the 
sovereignty  or  right  of  soil,  in  the  same  manner  that  the 
right  of  domain  is  secured  to  the  respective  States  of  the 
Union;"  and  for  establishing  there  a  tenitorial  government 
over  them  of  the  same  kind,  and  regulated,  by  the  same 
rules  that  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  are  now 
governed." 

In  January,  1826,  the  bill,  which  passed  the  Senate  at 
the  preceding  session,  was  amended  by  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affiurs  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  request  that  he 
would  "afford  the  committee  all  such  information  as  is  con- 
sistent, and  in  the  manner  you  think  proper."  In  compli- 
ance with  this  request,  Governor  Barbour  transmitted  to 
the  committee,  on  the  3d  of  February,  a  bill,  accompanied 
by  an  elaborate  report,  explanatory  of  its  principles. 

"  The  third  object  of  Uie  bill,"  it  is  stated,  "  is  tiie  es- 
tablishment of  a  territorial  government  by  the  United  States, 
for  their  protection  and  their  civilization.  The  bill  propo- 
ses a  governor,  three  judges,  and  a  secretary,  to  be  ap- 
pointed l^  the  President,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  and  such  modifications,  in  detail,  as  the  Pres- 
ident shall  ordain,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  Congress." 
<*I  have  already  intimated,  in  a  former  part  of  this  report, 
the  consequences  of  sending  the  Indians  to  the  country 
destined  for  their  final  abode,  without  some  controlling  au- 
thority. Without  this,  they  will  be  disposed  to  endless 
mischiefs.  It  is  not  necessary  to  prescribe  particularly  in 
the  bill  their  government  Its  organization  may  safely  bo 
deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  Congress.  I  will,  nevertheless,  suggest,  that  as  soon 
as  the  civilization  of  the  Indians  would  admit  of  it,  I  would 
give  them  a  legislative  body,  composed  of  Indians,  to  be  se- 
lected in  the  early  stages  by  the  President,  and  eventually  to 
be  elected  by  themselves,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  enact- 
ing such  laws  as  would  be  agreeable  to  themselves,  as  for 
the  purpose  of  exd ting  their  ambition." 

All  these  ofiicial  papers  agree  in  their  main  features. 
They  look  to  the  ramoval,  permanent  settlement  and  pro- 
tection of  the  Indians,  and  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial 
I  Govenuaent,  as  measures  of  vital  importance  to  them,  and 
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demanded  by  a  just  regard  to  the  obligations  of  the  United 
States.  The  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  of  May  6,  1828, 
may  be  considered  as  the  first  formal  recognition  of,  and 
action  apon  these  pinciples,  as  it  secured  to  them  a  perma- 
nent home,  under  the  most  solemn  guaranty  of  the  United 
States  that  it  should  remain  theirs  forever,  and  stipulated 
that  the  United  States  would  give  them  a  set  of  plain  laws, 
and  cause  their  lands  to  be  laid  ofT,  whenever  they  wished 
to  own  them  individually. 

In  the  message  at  the  opening  of  the  1st  session  of  the 
21  St  Congress,  President  Jackson  suggested  "the  propri- 
ety of  setting  apart  an  ample  district  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  vnthout  the  limits  of  any  State  or  Territory  now 
formed,  to  be  guarantied  to  the  Indian  tribes,  as  long  as  they 
shall  occupy  it;  each  tribe  having  a  distinct  control  over 
the  portion  designated  for  its  use.**  "There,"  he  observ- 
ed, "they  may  be  secured  in  the  enjoyment  of  govern- 
ments of  their  own  choice,  subject  to  no  other  control  from 
the  United  States  than  such  as  may  be  necessary  to  pre- 
serve peace  on  the  frontier  and  between  the  several  tribes." 
In  the  report  of  the  Department  of  War,  which  accompa- 
nied this  message,  Mr.  Eaton  remarked:  "No  better  plan 
can  be  thought  of,  than  that  the  United  States  shall  put  in 
operation  such  a  system  of  Indian  protection  and  govern- 
ment, west  of  the  Mississippi,  as  that  a  confidence  may  be 
reposed  that  they  are  indeed  our  fostered  children,  and  the 
Government  not  only  so  disposed  to  consider,  but  practi- 
cally to  evince  their  good  feelings  towards  them.  At  pres- 
ent an  objection  arises  with  the  weaker  tribes.  They  are 
indisposed  to  emigrate,  from  an  apprehension  that  powerful 
and  stronger  neighbors  may  oppress  them,  and  that  no 
surer  protection  can  be  obtained  from  the  United  States  in 
the  West,  than  is  posessed  already  where  they  reside.  To 
remove  such  apprehenmon  will  be  of  importance. 

"I  beg  leave  to  suggest  for  your  consideration,  if  an  In- 
dian territory,  without  the  range  of  Western  States  and 
Territories,  might  not  be  advantageously  created;  and  to 
give  efiiciency  and  to  inspire  confidence,  military  posts, 
under  some  able  and  discreet  officer  of  the  army,  to  be  des- 
ignated at  some  central  and  convenient  point.  Intrusions 
from  the  whites  might  thus  be  restrained,  and  the  Indians 
maintained  in  quiet  with  each  other.  Laws  for  their  gen- 
eral government  and  to  preserve  peace  amongst  the  tribes, 
to  be  the  act  of  the  United  States,  with  a  right  to  the  In- 
dians in  council  to  make  their  own  municipal  regulations.** 

The  act  of  Congress  of  May  28,  1830,  was  the  author- 
itative sanction  of  both  branches  of  the  National  legisla- 
ture to  the  suggestion  of  the  President.  Numerous  treaties 
for  the  cession  and  exchange  of  lands  have  since  been  made 
with  Indian  tribes;  and  the  entire  number  of  many  of  them, 
and  portions  of  others,  have  been  removed.  From  a  vrant 
of  exact  knowledge  of  the  topography  of  the  country,  er- 
rors were  made  in  defining  the  boundaries  of  the  lands  in- 
tended to  be  assigned  to  them,  and  questions  arose  which 
remained  long  unsettled,  and  proved  to  be  of  difficult  ad- 
justment. The  relations  between  the  indigenous  and  emi- 
grated tribes  were  of  novel  character,  and  the  establishment 
of  them  upon  an  amicable  basis  was  evidently  of  great  im- 
portance to  them  and  to  our  own  citizens.  These  consid- 
erations were  presented  to  Congress  in  a  report  from  this 
department  to  the  President,  dated  February  16,  1832, 
which  was  transmitted  to  that  body  on  the  same  day.  Ap- 
proving the  measure  recommended  at  the  close  of  that  re- 
port, CongresH  passed  the  act  of  July  14,  1832,  providing 
"for  the  appointment  of  three  commissioners  to  treat  with 
the  Indians,  and  for  other  purposes.*'  In  addition  to  the 
subjects  above  refened  to,  with  which  these  commissioners 
were  charged,  was  the  formatibn  of  some  plan  <*  for  the  en- 
couragement, security,  and  government  of  the  Indian  tribes 
we9t  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas.'* They  were  accordingly  instructed  to  report  in  detail 
all  the  information  they  could  procure  concernuig  their 


present  and  probable  future  condition,  with  their  own  view* 
upon  the  whole  subject  "Its  importance,**  they  werto 
told,  "is  apparent,  as  on  its  decision  may  rest  the  future 
fate  of  all  these  tribes.  And  in  the  great  change  we  are 
now  urging  them  to  make,  it  is  desirable  that  all  their  p6- 
litical  relations,  as  well  among  themselves  as  with  u«, 
should  be  established  upon  a  permanent  basis,  beyond  the 
necessity  of  any  future  alteration.**  The  resnlt  of  the  in- 
vestigations of  these  gentlemen  was  imbodied  in  a  comma* 
nication  addressed  to  this  department,  dated  Fort  Gibeon, 
February  10,  1884,  which  was  appended  to  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  20th  of  May,  1834,  in  which  it  was  mentioned 
in  terms  of  commendation.  The  two  leading  measures  rec- 
ommended by  the  commissioners,  were  the  estabUshment 
of  two  lines  of  military  postal,  and  the  organization  of  an  In- 
dian territory:  the  first  line  of  posts  to  be  on  the  border  of 
the  Indian  country,  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  the  Territo- 
ry of  Arkansas;  the  other  in  the  interior,  on  Che  western 
line  of  the  agricultural  district,  extending  from  Red  river  to 
the  Upper  Missouri.  Assuming  that  the  proposed  tenitoiy 
would  include  all  the  tribes  west  of  the  Mississippi,  the 
commissioners  suggested,  as  the  basis  of  its  organization, 
the  appointment  of  "  a  governor,  a  secretary,  a  marshal,  a 
prosecuting  attorney,  and  a  judiciary,  with  the-,  adequate 
clerks,  and  an  annual  council  of  the  Indians,  the  number  <tf 
the  delegation  from  each  tribe  to  be  designated  by  the  Pres- 
ident** They  appear  to  have  considered  that  the  proper 
enforcement  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  as  frr  as  they 
are  applicable  to  the  Indian  country,  was  a  sufficient  motive 
for  this  organization.  It  should  be  observed  that  they  did 
not  propose  to  confer  upon  Uie  annual  council  any  legisla- 
tive power,  the  objects  to  be  attained  by  it  being  the  estab- 
lishment of  friendly  relations,  and  the  advancement  of  civ- 
ilization. It  was,  however,  considered  by  them  "  not  im- 
probable that  the  tribes  may  ere  long  adopt  some  general 
articles  of  confederation  for  their  oven  republic,  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  wishes  of  Government**  The  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  already  referred  to,  after  re- 
citing the  provisions  in  the  laws  and  treaties  bearing  npon 
this  subject,  deduced  from  them  "  the  rights,  the  duties, 
and  the  powers  of  the  parties.  The  rights  of  the  Indians 
are,  to  hd  secured  in  the  possession  of  their  lands,  and  in 
the  exercise  of  self-government  The  obligations  of  the 
United  States  arc  correlative:  to  secure  them  in  the  title 
and  possession  of  their  lands,  in  the  exercise  of  self-gov- 
ernment, and  to  defend  them  from  domestic  strife  and  for- 
eign enemies;  and  powers  adequate  to  the  fulfilment  of  theoe 
obligations  are  necessarily  reserved.*'  "  Under  the  power 
to  dispose  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  the  West- 
ern territory  is  now  to  be  dedicated  to  the  use  of  the  In- 
dians, and  right  of  self-government  secured  to  the  tribes." 

The  bill  (attached  to  this  report)  designated  the  south 
banks  of  the  Missouri  and  the  Platte  rivers  as  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  proposed  territory,  which,  it  was  estimated, 
would  contain  an  area  of  182,295,680  acres.  It  pledged 
the  faith  of  the  country  to  the  Indians  for  its  perpetual  pos- 
session; it  gave  to  each  of  the  tribes  the  right  to  maintain  a 
government  for  the  regulation  of  its  own  internal  concerns; 
it  provided  for  the  appointment  by  the  President,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate,  of  a  governor  and  secretary;  it 
directed  that  a  council  should  be  assembled  by  the  govern- 
or, of  the  chiefs  of  the  various  tribes,  to  which  should  be 
submitted  a  proposition,  to  assent  "  to  such  of  the  pro  vis- 
iouH  of  this  act  as  require  the  co-operation  of  the  authorities 
of  the  respective  tribes;**  and  that  the  contemplated  confed- 
eration should  not  take  effect  until  the  Choctaw,  Creek, 
and  Cherokee  tribes  gave  their  assent  thereto. 

According  to  its  provisions,  a  general  council  of  the  tribes 
joining  the  confederacy,  elected  by  the  tribes,  or  selected  by 
the  chiefs,  as  the  governor  might  determine,  was  to  be  held 
annually,  whose  duty  it  shoold  be  to  nudie  all  oeoMmty  leg - 
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ulations  respecting  th«  intercourse  among  the  various  tribes; 
to  preserve  peace;  to  put  a  stop  to  hostilities;  to  settle  any 
questions  of  dispute  respecting  boundaries;  to  arrest  and 
punish  all  Indians  who  may  commit  ofiences  within  the 
district  of  one  tribe,  and  who  may  flee  to  another,  and  gen- 
erally, to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  give 
effect  to  the  provisions  of  this  act."  But  no  laws  or  reg- 
ulations made  by  the  council  were  to  have  any  force  unless 
approved  by  the  governor.  It  was  made  <*  competent  for 
the  general  council  to  furnish  such  force  as  from  time  to 
time  may  be  necessary  towards  ti)c  support  of  such  govern- 
ment; and  tlie  troops  of  the  United  States  may,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President,  be  employed  on  the  same  duty," 
and  to  give  ei&ct  to  the  regulations  of  the  council.  The 
House  of  Representatives  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
this  bill  on  the  26th  of  June,  I8d4.  It  mot  with  opposi- 
tion, and  was  eventually  postponed  to  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  at  which  the  consideration  of  it  was  resumed, 
but  no  definite  action  was  had  upon  it. 

In  February,  1^36,  a  new  bill  was  introduced,  **  to  pro- 
vide for  the  security  and  protection  of  the  emigrant  and 
other  Indians  west  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas."  This  \nl\  reserved  the  lands  described 
in  the  preceding  one,  for  the  use  of  the  various  tribes  who 
have  or  Qnay  have  a  right  to  the  same.  It  was  to  be  called 
*'  the  Indian  Territory,"  and  to  be  secured  to  the  tribes  for- 
ever. A  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  and  a  secretary 
were  to  be  appointed  by  the  President,  .with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate.  Each  tribe  might  establish  such 
government  and  laws  for  the  regulation  of  its  internal  con- 
cerns, as  it  thought  proper.  Any  three  or  more  tribes 
might  form  a  confederation  with  each  other,  for  the  purpose 
of  regulating  the  intercourse  and  preserving  peace  among 
such  tribes^  and  of  defending  themselves  from  the  aggres- 
sions of  oUier  tribes. 

It  provide  further,  that  Uie  Choctaw,  Creek,  and  Cher- 
okee tribes  should  be  Invited  by  the  superintendent  to  unite 
in  a  general  council  to  form  such  confederation;  and  that 
any  other  of  the  tribes  might  become  parties  to  it.  After 
its  formation  a  general  council  should  be  held  annually, 
the  members  to  be  chosen  in  the  manner  that  might  be 
pointed  out  in  the  articles  of  confederation.  The  powers 
of  this  council  were  to  be  the  same  with  those  indicated  in 
the  former  bill,  with  the  important  exceptions  that  it  was 
not  authorized  itself  to  raise  a  force  to  support  the  govern- 
ment, nor  could  the  troops  of  the  United  States  be  employ- 
ed to  give  effect  to  its  regulations  and  laws.  Only  in  the 
event  of  «  an  aggression  having  been  or  being  about  to  be 
committed  by  a  foreign  tribe,  or  by  one  of  the  tribeji  in  said 
territory  on  a  tribe  therein,"  might  the  superintendent  call 
upon  the  other  tribes  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States  for 
military  aid.     This  bill  likewise  failed  to  become  a  law. 

By  tho  bill  of  1831  it  was  <*made  competent  for  the 
council  of  confederated  tribes  to  elect,  in  such  manner  as 
the  general  council  may  prescribe,  a  delegate  to  Congress, 
who  shall  have  the  same  power,  privileges,  and  compensa- 
tion as  are  possessed  by  the  delegates  of  the  respective  Terri- 
tories." In  the  bill  of  1836,  the  phraseology  in  reference 
to  this  subject  was  changed,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  resi- 
dence of  a  delegate  «at  the  seat  of  Government  during  the 
session  of  Congress,  who  shall  entitled  to  the  same  com- 
pensation as  thatofa  delegate  from  a  Territory."  The  terms 
of  the  first  bill  conform  most  nearly  to  the  views  of  the  In-  | 
dians  themselves,  so  far  as  they  have  at  any  time  been  made  ; 
known.  The  Choctaws,  in  the  22d  article  of  the  treaty  of 
September  27,  1830,  and  the  Cherokecs,  in  the  -Tth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  December  29,  1835,  expressed  a  solicitude  | 
that  they  might  have  the  privilege  of  a  delegate  on  the  floor 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.  These  treaties  having 
been  ratified  without  any  exception  being  taken  to  these  ar- 
ticles, may  it  not  be  assumed  that  Congress  intended,  when- 
ever it  was  determined  that  this  measure  was  proper,  to  ac- 
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ce4e  to  the  requests  of  these  tribes,  to  the  extent  and  in  the 
manner  they  themselves  desired. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  proposition  to  admit  a 
delegate  from  the  Indians  to  a  seat  in  the  national  council 
was  first  made  to  them  by  the  United  States  during  the  war 
of  the  Revolution.  In  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Delawaresof  September  17,  1778,  "it  is  further  agreed 
on  between  the  contracting  parties,  (should  it  for  the  future 
be  found  conducive  for  the  mutual  interest  of  both  parties, ) 
to  invite  any  other  tribes,  who  have  been  fxiends  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  United  States,  to  join  the  present  confederation, 
and  to  form  a  State,  whereof  the  Delaware  nation  shall  be 
the  head,  and  have  a  representation  in  Congress."  It  is  ap- 
parent from  the  preceding  part  of  the  section,  that  the  ob- 
ject was  to  obviate  the  false  suggestions  of  the  enemies  of 
the  United  States,  who  had  *<  endeavored,  by  every  artifice 
in  their  power,  to  possess  the  Indians  in  general  with  an 
opinion  that  it  was  the  design  of  the  States  to  extirpate 
the  Indians,  and  take  possession  of  their  country."  In  ad- 
dition to  the  conciliatory  influence  of  the  measure,^  it  has,  at 
the  present  day,  additional  iixqioil4&ce  from  the  increased 
extent  of  our  Indian  relations,  and  the  increased  capacity 
of  the  Indians  themselves  to  afford  information  that  will 
be  useful- in  the  preparation  of  the  laws  affecting  them. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1836,  a  bill  was^  introduced  into 
the  Senate  by  a  Senator  from  Indiana,  purporting  to  be  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  of  May  28,  1830,  providing  for  an 
exchange  of  lands.  This  bill  designated  the  Puncah  and 
Missouri  rivers  as  the  northern  and  eastern  boundary  lines; 
the  other  lines,  described  in  the  bills  before  the  House  of 
Representatives,  were  not  changed.  By  tlue  extension  of 
the  northern  boundary,  the  Pawnees  and  On^ahas  were  in- 
cluded in  the  country  to  be  set  apart  for  the  Indians.  It 
provided  for  the  conveyance  to  the  respective,  tribes  of  the 
lands  held  by  them,  by  patent;  and  for  the  i^ppinlanent  of  a 
superintendent,  *  *  to  execute  such  duties  as  shall  be  enjoined 
by  the  President."  It  required  him  to  convene  a  sufficient 
nimiber  of  the  chie&  of  the  various  tribes,  and  endesvor  to 
procure  their  assent  to  articles  of  agreement  and  firiendship. 
These  articles  were  to  contain  a  stipulation  for  the  assem- 
bling, annually  or  oflener,  of  a  council  of  delegates,  each 
member  of  which  should  have  equal  privileges;  the  number 
of  members  and  the  manner  of  their  election  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  President.  This  council,  it  was  provided, 
should  be  competent  *<to  enact  such  laws  and  make  such 
regulations  as  shall  be  designed  for  general  utility,  without 
infringing  the  rights  of  the  tribes  severally  to  manage  their 
own  internal  concerns;"  but  that  no  laws  and  regulations 
should  take  effect  until  approved  by  the  President.  If  the 
superintendent  should  disagree  with  the  council  in  regard 
to  any  particular  law  or  regulation,  a  full  report  should  be 
made  to  the  President  for  his  decision.  Upon  this  bill  it  is 
not  known  that  any  proceedings  were  had. 

Having  completed  a  review  of  the  action  of  the  execu- 
tive and  legislative  branches  of  the  Government  upon  this 
subject,  noticing  only  the  prominent  provisions  in  the  bills 
that  have  been  before  Congress,  I  beg  leave  to  observe  that 
the  aspects  under  which  it  now  presents  itself,  differ  mate- 
rially from  those  in  which  it  was  submitted  to  Congress  in 
1825  and  1826.  The  plan  of  removing  the  Indian  tribes 
from  the  States  and  Territories  was  then,  comparatively,  in 
its  infancy.  Districts  of  country,  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
had  been  assigned  by  treaties  to  the  Choctaws  and  Chero- 
kecs, but  only  a  small  number  of  either  tribe  had  emigrated; 
and  the  views  of  the  Executive  seem  to  have  been  directed 
to  the  subject  of  a  government  for  those  who  had  gone  or 
might  go,  more  as  an  inducement  to  them  to  remove,  than 
as  a  measure  immediately  -demanded  for  their  protection, 
peace,  and  prosperity,  by  any  existing  relations.  But  the 
act  of  May  28,  1830,  gave  to  this  matter  a  new  character. 
It  distinctly  authorized  treaties  for  the  exchange  and  cession 
of  lands,  the  conveyance  in  fee  of  equivalent  tracts  to  the  In- 
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cUans,  and  the  extension  to  them,  at  all  times,  of  adequate 
protection.  Since  its  passage,  the  current  of  emigration  has 
been  constantly  flowing,  with  diilerent  degrees  of  rapidity  at 
different  times.  More  liberal  arrangements  have  been  made, 
in  treaties,  for  the  supply  of  the  wants  of  the  Indians,  and 
the  promotion  of  their  comfort  The  stipulations  made  with 
the  Choctawsin  1830,  provided  reservations  of  lands,  large 
annuities,  means  for  education,  churches,  agricultural  and 
mechanical  establishments,  and  ample  donations  of  blankets, 
rifles,  and  agricultural  implements.  The  stipulations  in  sub- 
sequent treaties  with  other  tribes  have  conformed  to  these, 
the  amounts  and  quantities  being,  of  course,  proportioned 
to  the  number  of  the  Indums  with  whom  they  were  made. 
As  a  natural  result,  the  emigrated  tribes,  having  these  ad- 
Tantages  and  facilities,  have  acquired  property,  and  with 
property  a  feeling  of  independence  and  self-respect,  and  a 
desire  to  advance  in  civilization.  This  has  been  especially 
the  case  with  the  Choctaws,  Creeks,  and  Cherokees,  the 
three  lax^gest  tribes  within  the  limits  of  the  proposed  territo- 
xy,  as  these  were  described  in  the  two  bills  reported  to  the 
House  of  Representatives.  The  acting  superintendent  of 
Indian  affidrs,  in  compliance  with  a  circular  from  this  o£fice, 
has  made  a  very  valuable  and  sensible  report,  abounding  in 
fBudta  illustrative  of  the  prosperous  condition  of  these  people. 
I  have  collated  some  of  them,  as  the  haj^y  condition  of 
things  which  they  exhibit  forms  one  of  the  aigumeuts  up- 
on which  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  government  com- 
petent to  afford  security  and  protection  may  be  rested. 

'*  It  is  a  source  of  serious  gratitude,"  he  observes,  (speak- 
ing of  the  Choctaws,)  *'  to  witness  their  gradual  improve- 
ment" They  are  governed  by  a  written  constitution,  and 
have  an  annual  general  council,  to  which  twenty-seven 
members  are  elected,  who  are  paid  out  of  the  annuity,  and 
who  pass  such  laws  as  they  think  proper.  The  three  chiefs 
of  the  nation  meet  with  the  council,  any  two  of  whom  can 
exercise  the  veto  power;  but  if  a  bill  be  again  passed  by 
two-thirds  of  the  council,  it  becomes  a  law.  Their  laws 
%re  reduced  to  writing,  and  copies  of  them  and  of  the  con- 
stitution are  left  with  the  agent  A  new  council-house  and 
houses  for  the  chiefii  are  in  process  of  construction.  The 
middle  ootmtiy,  between  the  Arkansas  and  the  Red  rivers, 
Blue  Boggy  and  the  Canadian,  is  particularly  fitted  for  rais- 
ing stock.  The  Red -river  part  is  destined  soon  to  be  a  fine 
cotton-growing  country;  the  native  traders  have  erected 
cotton-gins,  and  they  purchase  all  the  cotton  that  is  raised 
by  the  common  Indians  and  half-breeds.  It  is  estimated 
that  about  five  hundred  bales  will  ^o  down  Red  river,  from 
the  Choctaws,  this  year.  There  is  one  good  grist  and  saw- 
mill near  Red  river,  tnd  another  is  building  on  the  Poteau, 
from  which  large  quantities  of  lumber  will  go  down  the  Ar- 
kansas. To  a  great  extent  the  trade  with  these  Indians  is 
carried  on  by  the  natives.  '*  I  can  state,  from  my  own 
knowledge,  that  two  native  Choctaws  on  Red  river  have 
this  year  brought  into  the  country  $20,000  worth  of  goods; 
and  there  are  others  engaged  in  smaller  trade  of  from  ^,000 
to  1 1 0,000.  They  faike  their  purchases  in  New  Orleans, 
and,  I  understand,  are  in  good  credit"  The  assistants  in 
the  three  public  smith-shops  are  natives,  who,  in  a  year  or 
two,  will  be  able  to  take  charge  of  them.  Besides  these 
■hops,  they  have  five  othf  rs  of  their  own,  that  are  used  in 
the  farming  season.  «  Thf  chase,  for  a  living,  is  now  nearly 
abandoned;  many  take  a  fhll  hunt,  but  it  is  more  an  excur- 
sion of  pleasure  Uian  a  pursuit  of  gain." 

Of  the  Cherokees,  he  says:  «  They  are  gradually  pro- 
gressing in  civilization  and  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and 
amongst  them  are  many  intelligent  men.  They  raise  com, 
beef,  pork,  sheep,  dec,  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  in 
travelling  through  their  country  you  arc  quite  comfortably 
entertained.  Many  of  them  are  engaged  in  trade  with  their 
own  people;  they  are,  however,  not  located  advantageously 
for  the  cultivation  of  cotton.  They  have  some  mills  erect- 
ed amongst  them;  and  with  a  wide  extent  of  country,  a  I 


portion  of  it  finely  watered,  they  bid  fair,  with  fiug^ty 
and  temperauce,  to  become  a  leading  tribe."  A  similar  ac- 
count of  these  Indians  was  given  by  the  commisnoneis  in 
1834,  and  they  stated,  besides,  that  a  government  had  been 
organized  by  them,  laws  ordained,  and  enforced  by  a  body 
of  sherif&  termed  light-horse. 

<<The  Creeks,"  continues  the  acting  superintendent, 
<*  have  a  rich  country,  and  those  of  them  that  emigrated 
with  Mcintosh  have  been  engaged  busily  in  making  com; 
they  usually  have  a  large  surplus,  as  high  ifome  years  as 
thirty  thousand  bushels,  besides  stock  of  every  description. 
As  there  is  now  a  large  emigration  coming  to  the  coimbj, 
they  will  find  a  sale  for  all  they  may  have  to  sell.  They 
have  not  yet  engaged  in  trade." 

In  anodier  communication,  he  mentions  that  there  are 
seventeen  churches  within  the  limits  of  Uiese  three  tribes- 
ten  in  the  Choctaw,  four  in  the  Cherokee,  and  three  in  the 
Creek  country. 

The  other  tribes  in  this  superintendeney  are  the  6emi- 
noles,  Osages,  Quapaws,  Senecas,  and  Senecas  and  8haw- 
nees.  Of  these,  he  thus  speaks:  « It  Is  but  lately  the  Sem- 
inoles  have  come  on;  they  have  been  much  afWirift^  by 
disease,  and  have  lost  a  great  many  of  their  small  party; 
they  have  one  of  the  finest  sections  of  the  Indian  country, 
and  with  their  advantages  could  soon  prosper. 

<(  The  Osages  are  engaged,  in  the  chase,  and  they  gene- 
rally hunt  for  subsistence,  and  lay  up  buffido  meat  for  a 
support;  they  raise  no  com  except  what  their  women  cul- 
tivate, and  have  no  stock  of  any  consequence;  they  may, 
therefore,  be  fairly  considered  as  living  upon  their  annuity 
and  the  chase. 

*'The  Quapaws,  Senecas,  and  the  united  bands  of  Sen- 
ecas and  Shavimees,  are  situated  adjoining  the  bands  of 
Osages  and  Cherokees;  their  lands  have  been  surveyed,  and 
separately  marked  out — one  hundred  and  fif^  sections  for  the 
Quapaws,  sixty  thousand  acres  for  the  Senecas  and  Shaw- 
nees,  and  sixty-seven  thousand  acres  for  the  Senecas  of 
Sandusky.  These  lands  are  good  and  well  watered.  The 
Senecas  are  cultivating  the  soil,  and  signs  of  improvement 
are  manifested;  their  mill  is  in  full  operation,  and  great 
benefit  is  derived  from  it  The  Quapaws  were  not  pn^eily 
located,  and  will  probably  have  to  remove  some  two  or  three 
miles." 

There  are  eight  other  tribes,  which  are  located  within 
the  limits  of  the  proposed  territory,  but  which  are  not  under 
the  charge  of  the  acting  superintendent,  whose  jurisdiction, 
as  prescribed  by  the  President  in  1884,  does  not  extend 
beyond  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Osage  reservation. 
The  eight  tribes  referred  to  are  attached  to  the  nordiem 
agency  of  the  Western  territory,  under  the  care  of  Major 
Cummins,  whose  report,  though  less  minute  than  Ci^ptain 
Armstrong's,  is  hardly  less  favorable,  when  the  difference 
in  the  means  of  the  several  tribes  is  considered.  They  are 
the  Shawnees,  Delawares,  Kickapoos,  Kansas,  Weas^  Pi- 
ankeshaws,  Peorias,  Kaskaskias,  and  Ottawas,  having  an 
aggregate  population  of  4,467.  The  Shawnees  and  Dels- 
wares  are  an  agricultural  people;  they  have  a  fertile  coun- 
try, schools,  churches,  and  smiths*  shops.  The  Kickapoos, 
in  1835,  began  to  turn  their  attention  to  agriculture,  <*the 
men  as  well  as  the  women  laboring  astonishingly."  The 
Kanzas  live  by  the  chase,  and  are  the  only  one  of  these 
bands  of  whom  it  can  be  said  '<  they  are  poor."  The  re- 
maining small  bands  above  named  cultivate  the  soil,  which 
is  generally  of  good  quality,  with  sufficient  water-power 
for  their  purposes,  and  they  all  have  the  means  of  education 
and  the  aid  of  mechanics. 

The  great  increase  in  the  number  of  Indians  west  of  the 
Mississippi  is  another  element  connected  with  the  question 
of  government,  entitled  to  serious  consideration.  The  In- 
dian population  in  the  territory  on  the  1st  of  October  last, 
was  estimated  at  37,748.  To  this  number  is  to  be  added 
the  Creeks,  amounting  to  16,600,  who  have  removed  this 
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year,  and  aboat  4,000  who  are  yet  to  gq^  and  the  Chero- 
keet,  amoanting  to  16,000,  who  are  under  treaty  stipula- 
tions  to  emigrate.  There  will  be  a  further  addition  to  be 
made  of  5,400,  should  the  Chickaaawe  procure  a  residence 
in  that  region.  And  if  the  Ottawaa,  Chippewas,  and  Pot- 
tawatamies  of  lUinoia,  ahall  assent  to  take  land  south  of  the 
Missouri  for  that  assigned  to  them  north  by  the  treaty  of 
Chicago  of  1833,  and  the  PottawaUmies  of  Indiana  shall 
settle  there  with  them,  there  will  be  another  increase  of 
numbers,  amounting  to  9,400.  The  entire  Indian  popula- 
tion in  the  territory  will  then  be  00, 148;  and  upon  the  bor- 
ders of  it  th«pe  will  be  the  Sioux  and  lowas,  with  the  Ca- 
manchea,  Kiowas,  and  other  wild  tribes,  whose  numbers 
are  estimated  at  143,750. 

The  annexed  table,  marked  D,  shows  the  number  of 
every  tribe,  east  and  west  of  the  Mississippi,  concerning 
whom  we  have  any  information. 

The  obligations  which  the  United  States  have  assumed 
in  their  negotiations  with  some  of  these  Indians,  and  in  their 
legidation  in  regard  to  them,  have  no  inconsiderable  bear- 
ing upon  this  matter  of  protection  and  govemment.  With 
the  largest  of  the  emigated  tribes,  the  Choctaws,  Creeks, 
and  Cherokees,  the  United  States  have  made  treaties  con- 
taining stipulations  which  bind  them  to  secure  to  these  In- 
dians « the  jurisdiction  and  government  of  all  the  persons 
and  property  that  may  be  within  their  limits  west."  This 
language  is  quoted  from  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
the  Choctaws  of  September  27,  1830.  The  fourteenth  ar- 
tide  of  the  treaty  with  the  Creeks  of  March  24,  1832,  and 
the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  of  Decem- 
ber 29,  1835,  secure  to  those  tribes  similar  powers.  By 
the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  intercourse  act  of  1834,  it  is 
prescribed,  <<  that  so  much  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
as  provides  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  committed  within 
any  place  within  the  sole  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  in  force  in  the  Indian  country:  Pro- 
videdy  The  same  shall  not  extend  ^  crimes  committed  by 
one  Indian  against  the  person  and  property  of  another  In- 
dian." Thus  the  right  to  form  and  administer  all  laws  is 
solemnly  guarantied  to  these  Indians.  And  it  is  stated  by 
General  Stokes,  the  agent  for  the  Cherokees,  that  they  *<are 
in  the  habit  of  making  written  wills,  deeds  of  gift,  bills  of 
sale,  written  judgments  of  their  courts,  written  judgmente 
of  arbttration,  and  written  settlements  of  the  estetes  of  de- 
ceased persons."  The  relations  of  debtor  and  creditor  be- 
tween die  native  and  the  native  trader,  and  between  the  latter 
and  our  own  citizens,  now  becoming  important  in  extent 
and  amount,  are  also  to  be  regulated  and  guarded  by  them. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  whether,  in  their  present  stete 
of  civilization,  advanced  as  it  is  represented  and  admitted 
to  be,  it  is  not  expedient  for  them,  and  especially  for  our 
own  citizens,  that  a  supervisory  power  over  this  extensive 
legblation  should  be  lodged  in  some  person  or  persons,  act- 
ing under  the  authority  of  the  United  States.  Our  own  citi- 
zens will  hereafter  be  more  intimately  connected  with  the 
Indians  in  commerce,  and  their  rights  will  of  course  be  ma- 
terially affected  by  this  legislation.  But  under  the  treaties 
and  the  law  which  have  been  referred  to,  no  supervision 
can  be  exercised  over  the  laws  of  a  separate  tribe.  This 
riew  of  the  subject  seems  to  me  to  present  a  strong  argument 
in /favor  of  the  confederation  and  government  contemplated 
in  the  bills  that  havelieen  submitted  to  Congress.  All  laws 
and  regulations  of  an  international  character,  opeiating  on 
the  rights  of  property  as  well  as  of  person,  of  our  own  citi- 
zens, adopted  by  a  single  tribe,  might  then  be  properly  sub- 
jected to  the  action  of  the  general  council  and  tlie  governor. 
A  yet  stronger  argument  may  be  found  in  the  importance 
of  establishing,  upon  just  principles,  the  relations  between 
the  several  tribes  within  the  new  territory,  with  particular 
reference  to  the  security  of  the  rights  and  property  of  the 
weaker  tribes.  Whether  in  or  out  of  the  confederation, 
these  might  be  injuriously  afGscted  by  tha  legislation  of  the 


general  oouncU,  unless  it  were  restricted  by  an  independ- 
ent branch  of  the  government. 

With  this  exposition  of  the  views  entertained  of  this  sub- 
ject, I  would  request  your  feivorable  attention  to  it,  and 
that,  if  you  think  proper,  it  may  be  recommended  to  that  of 
Congress. 

The  preservation  of  peace  among  these  tribes,  and  between 
them  and  those  who  live  upon  their  borders,  is  another  sub- 
ject of  great  moment,  and  which  may  properly  be  consider- 
ed in  this  connexion.  It  is  true,  that  a  treaty  was  made  be- 
tween the  Camanche  and  Witchetaw  nations  and  their  as- 
sociated bands,  tlie  principal  of  the  wild  tribes,  and  the 
Cherokees,  Creeks,  Choctaws,  Osages,  and  Quapaws,  in 
August,  1835,  and  the  amicable  relations,  then  formed, 
have  not  since  been  materially  disturbed.  But  there  are 
other  lawless  bands,  and  there  is  great  force  in  the  caution- 
ary remarks  in  the  report  of  the  commissionen  which  has 
been  frequently  referred  to. 

«  The  commissioners  would  be  wanting  in  justice  to  the 
Government,  to  allow  it  to  anticipate  security  to  our  own 
tribes  from  any  pacific  arrangement  that  can  be  made  with 
the  Indians  of  Mexico.  Presente  may  soothe  for  a  moment 
the  savage  disposition;  but  while  the  principal  residence  of 
the  wild  tribes  is  within  a  foreign  state,  and  subject  of  course 
to  foreign  influence,  we  cannot  limit  our  guaranty  of  soil 
and  personal  protection,  (upon  which  the  emigrant  has 
chosen  his  new  home,)  by  depending  on  stipulations  vrith 
the  Indians  beyond  our  control.  Nor  will  our  occasional 
show  of  force  remove  the  fear  of  invasion.  Savages  may  be 
temporarily  driven  from  the  buffalo  trail,  but  like  water  dis- 
placed by  a  fording  army,  they  will  seek  immediate  return 
when  the  force  is  removed.  A  few  outposto  to  endose  the 
agricultural  districto  can  alone  ensure  personal  safety,  and 
give  that  security  to  property,  without  which  man,  either 
white  or  red,  cannot  be  stimulated  to  ite  possession." 

The  establishment  of  some  military  posta  was  authorized 
by  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  2,  1836,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  the  better  protection  of  the  Weetem  fron* 
tier.**  Instructions  were  given  soon  after  ite  passage,  to  pro- 
cure the  assent  of  the  tribes  through  whose  territory  the  mil- 
itary road,  authorized  by  the  same  act,  and  upon  the  line  of 
which  these  posta  are  to  be  constructed,  must  pass,  to  the  umb/- 
sure.  This  has  been  accomplished  with  the  Shawnees,  Del- 
awares,  Weas,  Piankeshaws,  Kaskaskias,  and  Peorias,  and 
instructions  given  to  effect  it  with  the  other  tribes.  The 
proposition  of  the  commissionen  is,  that  other  posta  be  erect- 
ed in  the  interior,  and  it  is  explained  in  another  part  of  their 
report,  which  has  been  alluded  to  in  this  communication. 
The  importance  of  these  works  to  the  tranquillity  of  our  In- 
dian relations,  and  even  to  the  rig^t  fulfilment  of  the  obli- 
gations of  the  country  to  the  Indians,  cannot  easily  be  over- 
estimated, and  I  therefore  commend  the  measure  to  your 
favorable  notice.  The  number  of  Indians  of  indigenous 
tribes,  who  will  be  within  striking  distance  of  the  frontier, 
amounts,  as  stated  in  the  table  before  referred  to,  to  143,000. 
The  names  of  many  of  many  of  them  will  suggest  at  once 
the  reasons  for  the  fears  that  may  be  entertained,  and  for 
the  precautions  that  should  be  employed.  When  the  road 
is  completed,  and  the  posta  upon  the  line  of  it,  and  in  the 
interior,  are  garrison^  by  a  competent  force  of  infentry 
and  mounted  men,  the  causes  for  apprehending  any  inter- 
ruption of  the  general  peace  will  be  greatly  diminished. 

3.  **Ofthe  operations  of  the  commieaionere  appointed 
to  hold  Indian  treaties  under  acts  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress.** 

Of  these  I  am  able  to  present  only  a  brief  statement;  but 
few  communications  have  been  received  from  the  gentlemen 
to  whom  they  have  been  intrusted. 

The  sum  of  $22,000  was  appropriated,  (by  the  act  of 
Congress  of  June  14,  1836,  providing  **/or  the  payment 
of  Indian  annuities  and  other  purposes,'*  )  "to  affray 
the  expenses  of  holding  treaties  with  Indians  in  thevtcini' 
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tv  of  Green  Bay;  Indiaru  within  the  State  of  New  York; 
the  Winnebagoea  north  and  south  of  the  WUeonsin,  and 
with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  north  of  the  Missouri,"  These 
negotiaiions,  with_  the  exception  of  that  with  the  tribes  in 
New  Yoxky  were'  confided  to  Governor  Dodge,  but  no 
official  report  of  his  proceedings  has  been  received.  I  have 
learned  from  other  sources,  that  he  has  made  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  for  a  cession  of  the  reserva- 
tion on  the  Iowa  river,  asfiigned  to  them  by  the  treaty  of 
September  31,  1832. 

The  duty  of  negotiating  with  the  Indians  in  New  York 
was  committed  to  Mr.  Schermerhom.  He  has  concluded 
a  treaty  with  the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee  tribes,  for  the  re- 
linqui^ment  of  their  lands  on  the  Winnebago  lake;  and 
another  with  the  New  York  Indians,  for  the  lands  granted 
them  in  the  treaty  with  the  Menomonies  of  February  8, 
1831.  To  the  last  those  who  emigrated  from  New  York 
to  Green  Bay  have  assented,  and  he  has  appointed  a  time 
to  hold  a  council  with  those  residing  in  that  State,  at  which 
it  will  be  submitted  to  them  with  a  view  to  procure  their 
concurrence. 

An  iq[^Topriation  was  made  in  the  act  above  referred  to 
of  $3,000,  «  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  the  Indian 
title  between  the  State  of  Missouri  and  the  Missouri  river." 
The  general  direction  of  this  matter  was  given  to  General 
Clark.  The  tract  of  country  referred  to,  was  ceded  by  the 
tribes  who  were  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Prairie  du  Chien  of 
the  15th  of  July,  1830,  and  it  was  stipulated  in  the  first 
article,  that  it  should  be  assigned  to  the  tribes  then  living 
upon  it,  or  to  such  others  as  the  President  might  locate 
thereon  <<foT  hunting,  and  other  purposes."  It  is  a  long, 
narrow  belt  of  land,  separated  from  the  Indian  countiy  west 
of  it  by  the  Missouri  river.  Its  annexation  to  the  Stale  of 
Missouri  was  suggested  by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  Indian  Affairs,  in  their  report  dated  May 
20,  1834,  as  a  measure  of  obvious  convenience  and  neces- 
sity, and  it  was  deemed,  by  the  citizens  of  that  State  im- 
portant to  its  interests.  Early  in  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress a  representation  was  made  to  the  Department,  of  the 
willingness  of  some  of  the  tribes  to  relinquish  their  rights 
to  it;  and  a  negotiation  with  them  to  effect  that  object  was 
strongly  urged.  To  this  the  President  was  unwilling  to 
assent,  as  it  would  have  been  in  disregard  of  the  guaranty 
given  to  the  Indians  in  the  treaty  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  and 
might  be  considered  by  them  as  the  first  step  in  a  series  of 
efforts  to  obtain  possession  of  their  new  country.  Appre- 
ciating, however,  the  force  of  the  considerations  that  prompt- 
ed t(ie  application,  he  consented  that  the  subject  of  a  cession 
should  be  submitted  to  the  Indians,  with  an  explanation  of 
the  reasons  that  rendered  it  a  question  of  interest  to  the 
State  of  Missouri;  but  no  change  was  to  be  urged  upon,  or 
required  of  them;  if  they  preferred  to  retain  the  land,  their 
possession  of  R  would  not  be  disturbed.  In  accordance 
with  these  views,  a  negotiation  was  opened  by  General  Clark 
with  the  lowas  and  the  Sacs  of  Missouri,  who,  sensible,  as 
they  stated,  that  "  from  the  local  position  of  the  lands  in 
question,  they  cftn  never  be  made  available  for  Indian  pur- 
poses," relinquished  their  rights  therein.  Advices  have 
also  been  received,  that  the  respective  agents  for  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes,  the  Yancton  and  Santie  Sioux,  Omahas,  Ottoes, 
and  Missourias,  have  obtained  the  assent  of  those  Indians 
to  this  measure.  The  agent  for  the  Sioux  of  tlie  Missis- 
sippi has  not  yet  reported. 

The  treaty  made  with  the  Chippewas  of  Saginaw  du- 
•  ring  the  last  winter  not  having  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Senate,  the  acting  superintendent  of  Indian  afiairs  in 
Michigan,  who  reported  that  there  was  a  prospect  of  a 
favorable  result,  has  been  authorized  tQ  effect  a  new  ar- 
rangement with  them,  upon  principles  that  will  obviate  the 
objectiona  to  the  former  one. 

A  treaty  has  been  concluded  with  four  bands  of  the  Potta- 
watamies  residing  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  extinguishing 


their  title  to  twenty-two  sections  of  land,  reserved  for  them 
in  the  treaties  of  October,  1833,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  re- 
ceived. The  agent  has  reported  that  similar  purchases  from 
other  bands  will  probably  be  effected. 

Measures  have  been  taken,  with  a  view  to  opening  a  ne- 
gotiation with  the  Miamies  for  the  relinquishment  <^  their 
lands  in  Indiana^  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  at  its  last  session. 

Another  resolution  of  the  Senate  requested  the  President 
to  propose  to  the  Indians,  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Chicago 
of  1833,  an  exchange  of  the  lands  north  of  the  Misaooii  riv- 
er, assigned  to  them  by  that  treaty,  for  lands  aonth  of  it.  As 
no  appropriation  was  made  £»r  this  object,  and  a  part  of 
the  Indians  had  emigrated,  a  part  were  removing  and  a  part 
were  in  Illinois,  the  instructions  to  the  sub-agent  merely 
directed  him  to  seek  interviews  with  them,  and  to  ascer- 
tain their  dispositions  in  respect  to  it,  and  to  report  them 
in  season  for  the  action  of  Congress,  should  it  become  ne- 
cessary. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  July 
1st,  1836,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States 
<<to  cause  such  measures  to  be  taken  for  investigBtiiig 
alleged  frauds  in  the  purchase  of  the  reservations  of  the 
Creek  Indians,  and  the  causes  of  their  present  hostiUtieB^'* 
received  his  immediate  attention.  The  honorable  Thomas 
H.  Crawford,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Alfred  Balch,  Esq.,  of 
Tennessee,  were  selected  for  the  performance  of  this  duty, 
and  they  were  authorized  to  call  for  the  professiona]  ser- 
vices of  the  United  States  district  attorneys  in  Georgia  and 
Alabama,  whenever  they  required  them.  They  were  fur- 
nished with  copies  of  the  papers  on  file  or  on  record  in  this 
office  connected  with  the  subject,  and  with  ample  instruc- 
tions and  discretionary  power.  They  met  at  Columbus 
in  September,  and  have  since  been  engaged  in  the  active 
prosecution  of  their  labors.  From  advices  receivedfinom  them, 
dated  October  14th,  it  is  presumed  that  their  report  on  the 
causes  of  the  hostilities  will  be  transmitted  at  an  early  day 
in  the  approaching  session.  It  will  be  immediately  laid  be- 
fore you,  upon  its  reception.  The  other  subjects  commit- 
ted to  them  will  necessarily  occupy  more  time.  The  high 
characters  of  these  gentlemen  will  ensure  to  their  reports 
the  confidence  of  the  country. 

The  reservations  provided  for  the  Creek  Indians  in  the 
treaty  with  them  of  March  24,  1832,  have  all  been  located. 
Contracts  for  the  sale  of  a  number  of  them,  equal  in  quan- 
tity to  1,231  sections,  have  been  approved  by  the  President. 
The  approval  of  these  conveyances  was  suspended  by  his 
direction  in  April,  1835,  when  allegations  of  firaud  were 
made,  and  it  will  not  be  resumed  until  the  present  inves- 
tigation of  these  charges  and  the  causes  of  the  hostilities, 
is  terminated.  The  number  of  contracts  certified  and  trans- 
mitted to  this  office,  upon  which  he  has  not  acted,  is  2,627. 
Subsequent  to  the  above  date,  the  certifying  agents  were 
authorized  to  proceed  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Gen- 
eral Jesup  was  also  empowered  to  appoint  agents  for  this 
purpose,  and  to  permit  an  arrangement  to  be  made  with 
the  chiefs,  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  that  had  not  been 
sold,  or  the  sale  of  which  had  been  contested,  provided, 
that  in  the  latter  case,  no  title  previously  acquired  by  pur- 
chase, and  which  should  not  be  impeached,  should  be  in- 
juriously affected.  Under  this  authority,  an  agreement 
has  been  entered  into  for  the  sale  of  a  large  number  of  sec- 
tions, the  previous  contracts  for  which  had  been  disputed. 
Upon  this  agreement  the  President  has  not  yet  acted,  fur- 
ther information  being  deemed  necessary  preparatory  to  his 
decision.  The  commissioneTS,  now  in  the  Creek  country, 
have  likewise  been  authorized  to  employ  certifying  agents. 
The  object  of  all  these  measures  has  been  to  obviate,  by 
ovQry  practicable  means,  the  objections  of  the  Creeks  to 
remove,  founded  upon  their  wish  to  dispose  .first  of  their 
lands.  The  hostihties  that  commenced  in  May  last,  result- 
ed in  the  removal^of  nearly  the  whole  nation  before  thta 
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object  coald  be  aixiompUshed,  and  it  \b  now  more  difficult 
to  effect  it  in  any  satisfactoiy  manner.  But  the  efforts  of 
the  commissioners  and  of  the  Executive  will  be  directed  to 
ity  with  an  earnest  solicitude  to  adopt  that  course  which 
will  most  certainly  secure  to  the  Indians  who  have  remain- 
ed peaceable,  the  full  value  of  their  lands,  and  the  advanta- 
ges of  every  beneficial  stipulation  of  the  treaty.  Twelve 
of  the  sections  reserved  for  the  orphans  have  been  sold, 
and  the  remainder  of  them  will  be  disposed  of  under  the 
direction  of  the  commissioners,  and  the  proceeds  of  the 
whole  invested  in  public  stocks. 

A  special  commissioner  has  been  appointed  to  certify 
contracts  for  the  sale  of  reservations  under  the  treaty  with 
the  Choctaw  Indians  of  September  27th,  1830,  and  to  re- 
ceive the  proof  of  residence  for  five  years,  which,  by  the 
terms  of  Uie  14th  article  of  the  treaty,  is  necessary  to  en- 
title the  reservees  to  patents.  This  subject  has  become  of 
a  difficult  and  complex  character,  in  consequence  of  cir* 
cumstances  to  which  I  will  briefly  advert. 

Immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  the  Choc- 
taws  who  were  desirous  to  emigrate,  were  anxious  to  dis- 
pose of  their  lands.  As  the  reserves  provided  for  them  had 
not  been  located,  they  sold  their  rights.  A  few  of  the  con- 
veyances made  by  them  were  certified  by  the  Indian  agent; 
but  when  he  declined  continuing  the  practice,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  want  of  authority  from  the  proper  depart- 
ment, they  were  certified  by  citizens.  The  Indians  remo- 
ved, and  Uieir  reservations  were,  subsequently  located  upon 
the  applications  of  the  purchasers.  The  existence  of  these 
instruments  was  not  known  here  until  the  last  session  of 
Congress^  No  certain  evidence  could  then  be  discovered 
that  conveyances  hod  ever  been  directed,  or  the  mode  of 
executing  them  prescribed  by  the  Executive.  Some  of 
them  were  at  that  time  presented,  and  the  department  was 
called  upon  to  adopt  some  measures  by  which  the  title  of 
the  purchaser  could  be  perfected.  It  was  obvious  that  the 
subject  could  be  acted  upon  properly  only  in  the  Indian 
country.  There  only  could  the  identity  of  the  vendor,  his 
right  to  the  land  sold,  the  adequacy  of  the  consideration, 
its  payment  in  good  faith,  and  the  fjetirness  of  the  transac- 
tion, be  ascertained.  The  commissioner  who  has  been  ap- 
pointed (A.  y.  Brown,  Esq.,  of  Tennessee)  has  been  fully 
instructed  upon  all  points  connected  with  his  duties,  and 
requested  to  execute  them  with  all  the  despatch  cousistent 
with  correctness,  as  their  esurly  completion  was  important 
to  the  holders  of  these  Indian  conveyances,  who,  meantime, 
would  not  be  able  to  obtain  patents,  and  might  be  disturb- 
ed in  their  possession  by  legal  process. 

The  location  of  reservations  under  this  treaty  has  not 
been  completed,  principally  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty 
the  agents  experienced  in  procuring  plats  of  the  surveys, 
the  dilatory  manner  in  which  the  Indians  or  their  assignees 
iq>pHed  to  have  them  made,  and  the  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  identiiying  the  tracts  to  which  the  Indian  had  entitled 
himself  under  the  nineteenth  article,  by  cultivating  them. 
Instructions  have  been  griven  for  the  vigorous  prosecution 
of  this  business,  which  it  is  hoped  will  ensure  its  early  ful- 
filment. 

The  execution  of  those  provisions  of  the  treaties  of  Octo- 
ber 20,  1832,  and  May  24,  1834,  with  the  Cliickaaaws, 
which  are  to  be  carried  into  effect  prior  to  their  removal,  is 
neariy  completed.  Two  efforts  have  been  made,  unsuccess- 
fully, by  these  Indians,  to  procure  a  part  of  the  Choctaw 
country  west  of  the  Mississippi  for  their  permanent  resi- 
dence; a  third  has  recently  been  sanctioned  by  the  Presi- 
dent, from  which  a  more  favorable  result  is  anticipated. 
The  lands  ceded  by  them  have  been  surveyed,  and  the  res- 
ervations provided  for  the  different  classes  of  Indians  have 
been  located.  At  the  date  of  the  latest  advicesthe  sales  of 
the  lands  amounted  to  #1,080,118  61,  and  of  the  reserva- 
tions, to  $2,919,608  60.  Of  the  first  amount,  #316,000 
have  been  mvested  in  Alabama  State  bonds,  and  #216,000  I 


in  Tennessee  State  bonds,  the  interest  upon  which,  at  five 
per  cent,  is  payable  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia  semi- 
annually .  Of  the  second  amount,  anangements  have4)een 
made  for  the  investment  of  $386,000  at  the  same  rate.  It 
may  be  safely  estimated  tliat  the  whole  proceeds  of  the 
lands  will  give  the  Chickasaws  a  national  fund,  not  much 
less  than  three  millions  of  dollars,  the  income  from  which 
will  enable  them  to  place  themselves  in  a  state  of  enviable 
prosperity.  And  in  addition,  there  will  be  a  large  amount 
of  individual  wealth,  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  reserva- 
tions. 

Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  measures  were  taken  to  carry  into  effect  the  trea- 
ty with  the  Cherokees  residing  east  of  the  Mississippi,  of 
December  29,  1836.  Major  Benjamin  F.  Currey,  super- 
intendent of  emigration,  was  authorized  to  select  as  many 
persons  to  appraise  the  improvements  of  the  Indians  as 
might  be  necessary,  and  to  direct  their  operations.  He  has 
divided  the  ceded  country  into  seven  districts,  and  has  ap- 
pointed the  requisite  number  of  agents  and  interpreters. 
Many  of  the  gentlemen  selected  by  him  as  agents,  have  been 
heretofore  placed  in  stations  of  responsibility  by  the  suffra- 
ges of  their  fellow-citizens;  they  are  now  actively  engaged 
in  bringing  to  a  close  the  business  confided  to  them.  Gov- 
ernor Lumpkin,  of  Georgia,  and  General  Carroll,  of  Ten- 
nessee, were,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  commission- 
ed to  examine  the  various  classes  of  claims  for  which  pro- 
vision was  made  in  the  treaty.  General  Carroll  having  dt- 
clined  this  appointment,  in  consequent  of  the  duty  devolved 
upon  him  under  the  treaty  with  the  Chickasaws  of  1834, 
and  of  ill  health,  John  Kennedy,  Esq.,  of  Tennessee,  has 
been  commissioned  in  his  place.  In  the  absence  of  Gen- 
eral Carroll,  Governor  Lumpkin  proceeded  to  make  all 
practicable  arrangements  for  commencing  and  completing  the 
duties  intrusted  to  them;  and  he  has  reported  that  he  had 
made  such  progress  that  the  execution  of  them  can  be 
promptly  completed  after  the  arrival  of  his  associate.  In- 
dications of  a  disposition,  on  the  part  of  a  portion  of  the 
Cherokees,  to  prevail  upon  a  majority  of  the  nation  to  con- 
sider the  trea^  as  not  binding  upon  them,  induced  the 
President,  at  an  early  day,  to  direct  that  a  requisition  should 
be  made  upon  the  State  of  Tennessee,  under  the  volun- 
teer act  of  the  last  session,  for  a  military  force,  to  he  em- 
ployed in  the  Cherokee  country,  and  Bt.  Brig.  Gen.  Wool 
was  assigned  to  the  cx>mmand.  A  general  supervisory  au- 
thority over  the  execution  of  all  the  provisions  of  the  treaty, 
and  all  agents  employed  therein,  as  ample  as  was  consistent 
with  the  constitutional  duty  of  the  President,  was  confided 
to  the  commissioners.  General  Wool  was  instructed  to  pro- 
cure, and  cause  to  be  issued,  the  provisions  and  clothing 
stipulated  in  the  eighteenth  article  to  be  delivered  to  the  In- 
dians, as  an  advance  of  the  annuity  of  the  nation  for  two 
years.  In  the  execution  of  their  several  duties,  the  com- 
missioners and  the  commanding  general  were  directed  to 
invite  the  co-operation  of  the  twelve  persons  designated  in 
the  twelfth  article  of  the  treaty  to  act  as  the  agents  of  the 
Cherokees,  in  relation  to  every  measure  connected  with  its 
fulfilment.  Of  these,  a  part  only  have  accepted  this  trust; 
the  others,  who  are  represented  to  be  personally  attached  to 
Mr.  John  Ross,  and  subject  to  his  influence,  have  declined. 
The  conduct  of  Mr.  Ross,  in  other  respects,  has  been  equally 
calculated,  if  not  desigrned,  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the 
treaty.  A  council  has  been  called  by  him,  at  which(it  has  been 
made  known  to  this  department)  resolutions  were  offered 
and  adopted,  declaring  the  treaty  to  be  a  fraud  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Chero- 
kees themselves;  an  instrument,  concluded  by  persons  not 
possessed  of  competent  authority,  and  null  and  void  from 
its  inception.  To  give  effect  to  these  resolutions,  a  depu- 
tation was  appointed,  with  Mr.  Ross  at  its  head,  to  visit  this 
city  during  the  approaching  session  of  Congress,  with  a  view 
to  obtain  some  modification  of  the  existing  treaty,  or  a  new 
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ty  of  Green  Bay;  Indians  within  the  State  of  New  York; 
the  Wtnnebagoes  north  and  south  of  the  Wisconsin,  and 
with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  north  of  the  Missouri"  These 
negotiations,  with^  the  exception  of  that  with  the  tribes  in 
New  Yoik,  were*  confided  to  Governor  Dodge,  but  no 
official  report  of  his  proceedings  has  been  received.  I  have 
learned  from  other  sources,  that  he  has  made  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  for  a  cetwion  of  the  reserva- 
tion on  the  Iowa  river,  asftigned  to  them  by  the  treaty  of 
September  21,  1832. 

The  duty  of  negotiating  with  the  Indians  in  New  York 
was  committed  to  Mr.  Schermerhom.  He  has  concluded 
a  treaty  with  the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee  tribes,  for  the  re- 
linquishment of  their  lands  on  the  Winnebago  lake;  and 
another  with  the  New  York  Indians,  for  the  lands  granted 
them  in  the  treaty  with  the  Menomonies  of  February  8, 
1631.  To  the  last  those  who  emigrated  from  New  York 
to  Green  Bay  have  assented,  and  he  has  appointed  a  time 
to  hold  a  council  with  those  residing  in  that  State,  at  which 
it  will  be  submitted  to  them  with  a  view  to  procure  their 
concurrence. 

An  appropriation  was  made  in  the  act  above  referred  to 
of  #2,000,  "for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  the  Indian 
title  between  the  State  of  Missouri  and  the  Missouri  river." 
The  general  direction  of  this  matter  was  given  to  General 
Clark.  The  tract  of  country  referred  to,  was  ceded  by  the 
tribes  who  were  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Prairie  du  Chien  of 
the  15th  of  July,  1830,  and  it  was  stipulated  in  the  first 
article,  that  it  should  be  assigned  to  the  tribes  then  living 
upon  it,  or  to  such  others  as  the  President  might  locate 
thereon  "  for  hunting,  and  other  purposes."  It  is  a  long, 
narrow  belt  of  land,  separated  from  the  Indian  country  west 
of  it  by  the  Missouri  river.  Its  annexation  to  the  State  of 
Missouri  was  'suggested  by  the  Committee  of  the  Houso  of 
Representatives  on  Indian  Affairs,  in  their  report  dated  May 
20,  1834,  as  a  measure  of  obvious  convenience  and  neces- 
sity, and  it  was  deemed,  by  the  citizens  of  that  State  im- 
portant to  its  interests.  Early  in  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress a  representation  was  made  to  the  Department,  of  the 
willingness  of  some  of  the  tribes  to  relinquish  their  rights 
to  it;  and  a  negotiation  with  them  to  effect  that  object  was 
strongly  urged.  To  this  the  President  was  unwilling  to 
assent,  as  it  would  have  been  in  disregard  of  the  guaranty 
given  to  the  Indians  in  the  treaty  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  and 
might  be  considered  by  them  as  the  first  step  in  a  series  of 
efforts  to  obtain  possession  of  their  new  country.  Appre- 
ciating, however,  the  force  of  the  considerations  that  prompt- 
ed t^ie  application,  he  consented  that  the  subject  of  a  cession 
should  be  submitted  to  the  Indians,  with  an  explanation  of 
the  reasons  that  rendered  it  a  question  of  interest  to  the 
State  of  Missouri;  but  no  change  was  to  be  urged  upon,  or 
required  of  them;  if  they  preferred  to  retain  the  land,  their 
possession  of  H  would  not  be  disturbed.  In  accordance 
with  these  views,  a  negotiation  was  opened  by  General  Clark 
with  the  lowas  and  the  Sacs  of  Missouri,  who,  sensible,  as 
they  stated,  that  *<  from  the  local  position  of  the  lands  in 
question,  they  cfin  never  be  made  available  for  Indian  pur- 
poses," relinquished  their  rights  therein.  Advices  have 
also  been  received,  that  the  respective  agrents  for  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes,  the  Yancton  and  Santie  Sioux,  Omahas,  Ottoes, 
and  Missourias,  have  obtained  the  assent  of  those  Indians 
to  this  measure.  The  agent  for  the  Sioux  of  the  Missis- 
sippi has  not  yet  reported. 

The  treaty  made  with  the  Chippewas  of  Sagiliaw  du- 
•  ring  the  last  winter  not  having  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Senate,  the  acting  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in 
Michigan,  who  reported  that  there  'was  a  prospect  of  a 
favorable  result,  haa  been  authorized  tg  effect  a  new  ar- 
rangement with  them,  upon  principles  that  will  obviate  the 
objections  to  the  former  one. 

A  treaty  has  been  concluded  with  four  bands  of  the  Potta- 
watamies  residing  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  extinguishing 


their  title  to  twenty-two  sections  of  land,  reserved  for  them 
in  the  treaties  of  October,  1832,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  re- 
ceived. The  agent  has  reported  that  similar  purchaaes  from 
other  bands  will  probably  be  effected. 

Measures  have  been  taken,  with  a  view  to  opening  a  ne- 
gotiation with  the  Miamies  for  the  relinquishment  of  their 
lands  in  Indiana,  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  at  its  last  session. 

Another  resolution  of  the  Senate  requested  the  President 
to  propose  to  the  Indians,  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Chicago 
of  1833,  an  exchange  of  the  lands  north  of  the  Miaeouri  riv- 
er, assigned  to  them  by  that  treaty,  for  lands  south  of  it.  As 
no  appropriation  was  made  for  this  object,  and  a  part  of 
the  Indians  had  emigrated,  a  part  were  removing  and  a  part 
were  in  Illinois,  the  instructions  to  the  sub-agent  merely 
directed  him  to  seek  interviews  with  them,  and  to  ascer- 
tain their  dispositions  in  respect  to  it,  and  to  report  them 
in  season  for  the  action  of  Congress,  should  it  became  ne- 
cessary. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  July 
1st,  1836,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States 
<<to  cause  such  measures  to  be  taken  for  investigadng 
alleged  frauds  in  the  purchase  of  the  reservations  afihe 
Creek  Indians,  and  the  causes  of  their  present  hostilities,'* 
received  his  immediate  attention.  The  honorable  Thomas 
H.  Crawford,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Alfred  Balch,  Esq.,  of 
Tennessee,  were  selected  for  the  performance  of  this  daty, 
and  they  were  authorized  to  call  for  the  professional  ser- 
vices of  the  United  States  district  attorneys  in  Georgia  and 
Alabama,  whenever  they  required  them.  They  were  fur- 
nished vrith  copies  of  the  papers  on  file  or  on  record  in  this 
oJ9ice  connected  with  the  subject,  and  with  ample  instruc- 
tions and  discretionary  power.  They  met  at  Columbus 
in  September,  and  have  since  been  engaged  in  the  active 
prosecution  of  their  labors.  From  advices  received  firom  them, 
dated  October  14th,  it  is  presumed  that  their  report  on  the 
causes  of  the  hostilities  will  be  transmitted  at  an  early  day 
in  the  approaching  session.  It  will  be  immediately  laid  be- 
fore you,  upon  its  reception.  The  other  subjects  commit- 
ted to  them  will  necessarily  occupy  more  time.  The  high 
characters  of  these  gentlemen  wUl  ensure  to  their  reports 
the  confidence  of  the  country. 

The  reservations  provided  for  the  Creek  Indians  in  the 
treaty  with  them  of  March  24,  1832,  have  all  been  located. 
Contracts  for  the  sale  of  a  number  of  them,  equal  in  quan- 
tity to  1,231  sections,  have' been  approved  by  the  Prendent. 
The  approval  of  these  conveyances  was  suspended  by  his 
direction  in  April,  1835,  when  allegations  of  fraud  were 
made,  and  it  will  not  be  resumed  until  the  present  inves- 
tigation of  these  charges  and  the  causes  of  the  hostihtiess, 
is  terminated.  The  number  of  contracts  certified  and  trans- 
mitted to  this  office,  upon  which  he  has  not  acted,  is  2,627. 
Subsequent  to  the  above  date,  the  certifying  agents  were 
authorized  to  proceed  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Gen- 
eral Jesap  was  also  empowered  to  appoint  agents  for  this 
purpose,  and  to  permit  an  arrangement  to  be  made  with 
the  chiefs,  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  that  had  not  been 
sold,  or  the  sale  of  which  had  been  contested,  provided, 
that  in  the  latter  case,  no  title  previously  acquired  by  pur- 
chase, and  which  should  not  be  impeached,  should  be  in- 
juriously affected.  Under  this  authority,  an  agreement 
has  been  entered  info  for  the  sale  of  a  large  number  of  sec- 
tions, the  previous  contracts  for  which  had  been  disputed. 
Upon  this  agreement  the  President  has  not  yet  acted,  fur- 
ther information  being  deemed  necessary  preparatoiy  to  his 
decision.  The  commiBsionera,  now  in  the  Creek  country, 
have  likewise  been  authorized  to  employ  certifying  agents. 
The  object  of  all  these  measures  has  been  to  obviate,  by 
every  practicable  means,  the  objections  of  the  Creeks  to 
remove,  founded  upon  their  wish  to  dispose  .first  of  th^r 
lands.  The  hostilities  that  commenced  in  May  last,  result- 
ed in  the  removal^of  nearly  the  whole  nation  before  this 
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object  could  be  accomplished,  and  it  is  now  more  difficult 
to  effect  it  in  any  satisifactory  manner.  But  the  efforts  of 
the  commiasioners  and  of  the  Executive  will  be  directed  to 
it,  with  an  earnest  solicitude  to  adopt  that  course  which 
will  most  certainly  secure  to  the  Indians  who  have  remain- 
ed peaceable,  the  full  value  of  their  lands,  and  the  advanta- 
ges of  eveiy  beneficial  stipulation  of  the  treaty.  Twelve 
of  the  sections  reserved  for  the  orphans  have  been  sold, 
and  the  remainder  of  them  will  be  disposed  of  under  the 
direction  of  the  commissionerB,  and  the  proceeds  of  the 
whole  invested  in  public  stocks. 

A  special  commissioner  has  been  appointed  to  certify 
contracts  for  the  sale  of  reservations  under  the  treaty  with 
the  Choctaw  Indians  of  September  27th,  1830,  and  to  re- 
ceive the  proof  of  residence  for  five  years,  which,  by  the 
terms  of  the  14th  article  of  the  treaty,  is  necessary  to  en- 
title the  reservees  to  patents.  This  subject  has  become  of 
a  difilcult  and  complex  character,  in  consequence  of  cir- 
cumstances to  which  I  will  briefly  advert. 

Immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  the  Choc- 
taws  who  were  desirous  to  emigrate,  were  anxious  to  dis- 
pose of  their  lands.  As  the  reserves  provided  for  them  had 
not  been  located,  they  sold  their  rights.  A  few  of  the  con- 
veyances mode  by  them  were  certified  by  the  Indian  agent; 
but  when  he  declined  continuing  the  practice,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  want  of  authority  from  the  proper  depart- 
ment, they  were  certified  by  citizens.  The  Indians  remo- 
ved, and  Uieir  reservations  wera  subsequently  located  upon 
the  applications  of  the  purchasers.  The  existence  of  these 
instruments  was  not  known  here  until  the  last  session  of 
Congressj  No  certain  evidence  could  then  be  discovered 
that  conveyances  had  ever  been  directed,  or  the  mode  of 
executing  them  prescribed  by  the  Executive.  Some  of 
them  were  at  that  time  presented,  and  the  department  was 
called  upon  to  adc^t  some  measures  by  which  the  title  of 
the  purchaser  could  be  perfected.  It  was  obvious  that  the 
subject  could  be  acted  upon  properly  only  in  the  Indian 
country.  There  only  could  the  identity  of  the  vendor,  his 
right  to  the  land  sold,  the  adequacy  of  the  consideration, 
its  payment  in  good  faith,  and  the  fjetirness  of  the  transac- 
tion, be  ascertained.  The  commissioner  who  has  been  ap- 
pointed (A.  y.  Brown,  Esq.,  of  Tennessee)  has  been  fully 
instructed  upon  all  points  connected  with  his  duties,  and 
requested  to  execute  them  with  all  the  despatch  consistent 
with  correctness,  as  their  early  completion  was  important 
to  the  holders  of  these  Indian  conveyances,  who,  meantime, 
would  not  be  able  to  obtain  patents,  and  might  be  disturb- 
ed in  their  possession  by  legal  process. 

The  location  of  reservations  under  this  treaty  has  not 
been  completed,  principally  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty 
the  agents  experienced  in  procuring  plats  of  the  surveys, 
the  dilatory  manner  in  which  the  Indians  or  their  assignees 
iqpplied  to  have  them  made,  and  the  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  identifying  the  tracts  to  which  the  Indian  had  entitled 
liimself  under  the  nineteenth  article,  by  cultivating  them. 
Instructions  have  been  given  for  the  vigorous  prosecution 
of  this  business,  which  it  is  hoped  will  ensure  its  early  ful- 
filment. 

The  execution  of  those  provisions  of  the  treaties  of  Octo- 
ber 20,  1832,  and  May  24,  1834,  with  the  Chickasaws, 
which  are  to  be  carried  into  effect  prior  to  their  removal,  is 
nearly  completed.  Two  efforts  have  been  made,  unsuccess- 
fully, by  these  Indians,  to  procure  a  part  of  the  Choctaw 
country  west  of  the  Mississippi  for  their  permanent  resi- 
dence; a  third  has  recently  been  sanctioned  by  the  Presi- 
dent, from  which  a  more  favorable  result  is  anticipated. 
The  lands  ceded  by  them  have  been  surveyed,  and  the  res- 
ervations provided  for  the  different  classes  of  Indians  have 
been  located.  At  the  date  of  the  latest  advice^the  sales  of 
the  lands  amounted  to  $1,080,118  61,  and  of  the  reserva- 
tions, to  $2,919,608  50.  Of  the  first  amount,  $316,000 
have  been  invested  in  Alabama  State  bonds,  and  $216,000 


in  Tennessee  State  bonds,  the  interest  upon  which,  at  five 
per  cent,  is  payable  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia  semi- 
annually. Of  the  second  amount,  anangements  have4)een 
made  for  the  investment  of  $386,000  at  the  same  rate.  It  . 
may  be  safely  estimated  that  the  whole  proceeds  of  the 
lands  will  give  the  Chickasaws  a  national  fund,  not  much 
less  than  tluree  millions  of  dollars,  the  income  from  which 
will  enable  them  to  place  themselves,  in  a  state  of  enviable 
prosperity.  And  in  addition,  there  will  be  a  large  amount 
of  individual  wealth,  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  reserva- 
tions. 

Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  measures  were  taken  to  carry  into  effect  the  trea- 
ty with  the  Cherokees  residing  east  of  the  Mississippi,  of 
December  29,  1836.  Major  Benjamin  F.  Currey,  super- 
intendent of  emigration,  was  authorized  to  select  as  many 
persons  to  appraise  the  improvements  of  the  Indians  aa 
might  be  necessary,  and  to  direct  their  operations.  He  has 
divided  the  ceded  country  into  seven  districts,  and  has  ap- 
pointed the  requisite  number  of  agents  and  interpreters. 
Many  of  the  gentlemen  selected  by  him  as  agents,  have  been 
heretofore  placed  in  stations  of  responsibility  by  the  suffra- 
ges of  their  fellow-citizens;  they  are  now  actively  engaged 
in  bringing  to  a  close  the  business  confided  to  them.  Gov- 
ernor Lumpkin,  of  Georgia,  and  General  Carroll,  of  Ten- 
nessee, were,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  commission- 
ed to  examine  the  various  classes  of  claims  for  which  pro- 
vision was  made  in  the  treaty.  General  Carroll  having  dt- 
clined  this  appointment,  in  consequent  of  the  duty  devolved 
upon  him  under  the  treaty  with  the  Chickasaws  of  1884, 
and  of  ill  health,  John  Kennedy,  Esq.,  of  Tennessee,  has 
been  commissioned  in  his  place.  In  the  absence  of  Gen- 
eral Carroll,  Governor  Lumpkin  proceeded  to  make  all 
practicable  arrangements  for  commencing  and  completing  the 
duties  intrusted  to  them;  and  he  has  reported  that  he  had 
made  such  progress  that  the  execution  of  them  can  be 
promptly  completed  after  the  arrival  of  his  associate.  In- 
dications of  a  disposition,  on  the  part  of  a  portion  of  the 
Cherokees,  to  prevail  upon  a  majority  of  the  nation  to  con- 
sider the  treaty  as  not  binding  upon  them,  induced  the 
President,  at  an  early  day,  to  direct  that  a  requisition  should 
be  made  upon  the  State  of  Tennessee,  under  the  volun- 
teer act  of  the  last  session,  for  a  military  force,  to  1^  em- 
ployed in  the  Cherokee  country,  and  Bt.  Brig.  Gen.  Wool 
was  assigned  to  the  command.  A  general  supervisory  au- 
thority over  the  execution  of  all  the  provisions  of  the  treaty, 
and  all  agents  employed  therein,  as  ample  as  was  consistent 
with  the  constitutional  duty  of  the  President,  was  confided 
to  the  commissioners.  General  Wool  was  instructed  to  pro- 
cure, and  cause  to  be  issued,  the  provisions  and  clothing 
stipulated  in  the  eighteenth  article  to  be  delivered  to  the  In- 
dians, as  an  advance  of  the  annuity  of  the  nation  for  two 
years.  In  the  execution  of  their  several  duties,  the  com- 
missioners and  the  commanding  general  were  directed  to 
invite  the  co-operation  of  the  twelve  persons  designated  in 
the  twelfth  article  of  the  treaty  to  act  as  the  agents  of  the 
Cherokees,  in  relation  to  every  measure  connected  with  its 
fulfilment.  Of  these,  a  put  only  have  accepted  this  trust; 
the  others,  who  are  represented  to  be  personally  attached  to 
Mr.  John  Rosd,  and  subject  to  his  influence,  have  declined. 
The  conduct  of  Mr.  Ross,  in  other  respects,  has  been  equally 
calculated,  if  not  designed,  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the 
treaty.  A  council  has  been  called  by  him,  at  which  (it  has  been 
made  known  to  this  department)  resolutions  were  offered 
and  adopted,  declaring  the  treaty  to  be  a  fraud  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Chero- 
kees themselves;  an  instrument,  concluded  by  persons  not 
possessed  of  competent  authority,  and  null  and  void  froni 
its  inception.  To  give  effect  to  these  resolutions,  a  depu- 
tation was  appointed,  with  Mr.  Ross  at  its  head,  to  visit  this 
city  during  the  approaching  session  of  Congress,  with  a  view 
to  obtain  some  modification  of  the  existing  treaty,  or  a  new 
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one.  The  same  deputation  was  empowered  to  proceed  to 
the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  to  invite  a  co-operation 
of  the  western  Cherokees  in  accomplishing  these  objects. 
Recognising  the  treaty  as  binding  upon  both  parties,  and  its 
execution,  after  its  ratification  by  the  Senate,  as  imperative 
upon  himself,  the  President  directed  that  his  determination 
to  cany  into  cifect  all  its  provisions  promptly,  and  to  the 
fullest  extent,  should  be  made  known  to  the  Cherokees  in 
the  strongest  and  most  explicit  terms.  He  also  directed 
them  to  be  informed  that  no  communication  would  be  held, 
either  orally  or  in  writing,  with  any  deputation  that  might 
come  to  this  place  with  a  view  to  delay  or  prevent  its  ful- 
filment; that  if  such  deputation  should  go  to  the  West, 
to  obtain  the  assistance  of  the  western  Cherokees,  they 
would  be  arrested  and  tried  under  that  article  of  the  act  reg- 
ulating trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  which 
imposes  a  penalty  upon  <<any  person  who  shall  deliver  any 
speech,  message,  or  letter  to  any  Indian  nation,  tribe,  chief, 
or  individual,  with  an  intent  to  produce  a  contravention  or 
infraction  of  any  treaty  or  law  of  the  United  States,  or  to 
disturb  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  United  States."  Re- 
garding the  discussion  of  the  validity  of  the  treaty  as  pre- 
cluded by  the  signatures  of  the  representatives  of  the  Cher- 
okees, the  ratification  of  the  Senate,  and  his  own  proclama- 
tion, he  further  directed  that  no  council  of  the  Indians 
should  be  permitted  to  assemble,  or  continue  in  session  for 
the  purpose  of  such  discussion.  Earnestly  solicitous  that 
all^e  beneficial  provisions  of  the  treaty  should  be  enjoyed 
by  the  Cherokees,  without  any  interruption  of  harmony  and 
peace,  he  directed  the  most  vigorous  movements  on  the  pait 
of  the  several  agents;  and  that,  in  no  event,  should  force  be 
employed,  unless  the  measures  of  the  Cherokees  should  in- 
dicate a  (Hspoaition  to  prevent  its  execution,  even  at  the 
hazard  of  actual  hostilities. 

The  assent,  in  writing,  of  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewas 
to  the  modifications  in  the  treaty  with  them  of  March  28th, 
1836,  required  by  the  terms  of  the  ratification  of  the  Sen- 
ate, has  been  received  and  transmitted  to  the  Department 
of  State.  Accompanying  this  paper  was  a  memorial  of  the 
chiefs,  explanatory  of  their  views  respecting  the  amendment 
in  the  8th  article,  and  expressing  their  desire  that  an  ar- 
rangement might  be  made  for  their  permanent  settlement 
on  the  head-waters  of  the  Mississippi.  To  accomplish  this 
object,  they  request  that  a  negotiation  may  be  opened  with 
the  Chippewas  west  of  Lake  Superior  and  north  of  Rum 
river. 

Before  information  of  the  assent  having  been  given  was 
received,  measures  were  taken  to  procure  the  goods  and  pro- 
visions stipulated  to  be  furnished  these  Indians  in  the  4th 
article  of  the  treaty.  Proposals  to  deliver  them  upon  con- 
tracts at  Michilimackinac  were  invited,  in  the  event  of  the 
amendment  in  the  ratification  being  agreed  to.  One  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine  thousand  dollars  were  invested  in  goods 
in  New  ITork,  which  were  distributed  to  the  Indians  under 
the  supervision  of  the  agent,  the  quartermaster  at  Detroit, 
and  the  commissioner  appointed  to  investigate  claims.  The 
most  satisfactory  assurances  have  been  received  that  -in 
quantity,  quality,and  adaptation  to  the  wants  and  tastes  of  the 
Indians,  they  were  such  as  the  Government  ought  to  have 
purchased,  and  that  the  Indians  were  well  pleased  with 
them.  Provisions,  to  the  amount  of  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars, were  procured  in  Detroit,  and  issued  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  same  gentlemen. 

The  examination  of  the  claims  of  the  half-breeds  was 
committed  to  John  W.  Edmonds,  Esq.,  of  New  York;  that 
of  the  debts  of  the  Indians  to  the  agent,  in  conformity  with 
the  treaty,  and  Mr.  Edmonds  and  Major  Whiting  were  re- 
quested to  co-operate  with  him.  This  duty  was  completed 
on  the  29th  September,  but  the  official  reports  have  not 
been  received.  Most  of  the  payments,  in  Ucu  of  reserva- 
tions, provided  for  in  the  9th  article,  have  been  made  here, 
upon  the  draf)»  of  the  individuals  designated.  Arrangements 


will  be  made  for  giving  effect  to  the  beneficial  stipnlalions 
in  the  treaty  relating  to  education,  missions^  agrioaltural  as- 
sistance, and  mechanical  establishments^  as  soon  as  the  re- 
quisite information  can  be  procured. 

The  execution  of  those  provisions  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Swan-creek  and  Black-river  bands  of  Chippewas^  of  the  9di 
of  May,  1836,  which  relate  to  the  survey  and  sale  of  the 
lands  ceded,  and  the  investment  of  the  proceeds,  has  been 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  by  direction  of  the 
President. 

A  similar  course  has  been  adopted  in  regard  to  the  sur- 
vey  and  sale  of  the  land  ceded  by  the  treaty  with  the  Wy- 
andots  of  April  28,  1836.  The  survey  has  been  com^ 
ted,  and  a  proclamation  will  soon  be  issued  for  the  sale. 
4th.  **Ofthe  number  of  schools  established  in  the  IruUan 
country." 

This  information,  which  is  embraced  in  the  statement 
marked  E,  together  with  that  in  statements  F  and  G,  re- 
specting kindred  subjects,  is  necessarily  veiy  imperfect. 
This  arises,  in  part,  from  the  remissness  of  the  societies  and 
persons  in  charge  of  these  institutions,  in  transmitting  tiie 
statements  annually  required  of  them;  a  lenussness  which 
measures  will  be  taken  to  check,  and  as  far  as  practicable, 
to  prevent.  The  communic^iona  that  have  been  received 
upon  this  subject  show  the  existence  of  a  strong  deaiie 
among  the  tribes  generally  for  the  education  of  their  diil- 
dren.  The  Chippewas  and  Ottawas  in  the  Northwest  de- 
sired that  a  very  liberal  provision  should  be  made  for  this 
object,  in  the  last  treaty  concluded  with  them.  The  united 
nation  of  Chippewas,  Ottawas,  and  Pottawatamies,  who 
are  emigrating  from  Illinois,  have  preferred  an  earnest  re- 
quest, that  the  interest  of  seventy  thousand  dollars,  appro- 
priated for  education  under  tiie  treaty  with  them  of  Septem- 
ber 26,  1833,  may  be  applied  to  the  support  of  schools  in 
the  country  to  which  they  are  removing.  ^  Even  more  am- 
ple means  were  set  apart  for  this  purpose  in  the  treaty  with 
the  Cherokees  of  December  29,  1835.  The  schools  among 
the  Choctews  are  favorite  institutions  with  them;  and,  Un- 
der the  teaching  of  competent  men,  and  the  supervision  of 
a  vigilant  agent,  have  produced  and  are  producing  essential 
benefito.  The  Shawnees  and  Delawares  have  been  impro- 
ved by  the  labors  of  the  instructers  who  for  many  years 
have  lived  with  them.  The  western  Creeks  have  recently 
manifested  a  disinclination  to  the  residence  of  missionaries 
among  them;  and  the  acting  superintendent  having  eon- 
firmed  the  facte  alleged  as  tiie  cause  of  this  feeling,  they 
have  been  desired  to  leave  the  nation.  Minor  institutions 
exist  among  the  Ottoes,  Omahas,  and  Sioux,  which  axe  yet 
in  their  infancy,  but  are  &vorably  regarded  by  those  trilMS. 
l^he  civiUzation  fund  is  distributed  principally  with  a  view 
to  the  improvement  of  those  Indians  residing  upon  the  re- 
mote frontier,  and  those  for  whom  no  provision  has  been 
made  by  treaty.  The  sums  allowed  have  been  expended 
under  (he  direction  of  the  various  societies  by  whom  teach- 
ers have  been  employed.  » 

In  all  these  establishmente,  instruction  in  mechanical 
arte  and  in  agriculture  is  combined  with  intellectual  culti- 
vation. There  is  an  increasing  disposition  among  the  In- 
dians to  have  them  located  in  their  own  country,  where 
they  become  objecte  of  common  feeling  and  interest,  and  the 
ties  of  family  and  kindred  are  not  separated  or  weakened. 

My  recent  connexion  with  this  office  has  not  permitted 
me  to  make  myself  acquainted  with  the  operation  of  all  the 
provisions  of  die  laws  relating  to  Indian  affairs;  but  some 
changes  that  are  desirable,  and  some  evils  for  which  a  rem- 
edy is  required,  are  of  so  obvious  a  character  that  I  beg 
leave  to  present  them. 

The  2d  section  of  the  act  of  30th  June,  1834,  for  the  or-  Ij 
ganization  of  Ihe  department  of  Indian  affairs,  provides  that  l| 
there  shall  be  a  superintendency  for  all  the  Indian  country  « 
not  within  tlie  bounds  of  any  State  or  Territory  west  of  the  tjl 
river  Mississippi,  and  that  the  superintendent  shall  reside  at  ^' 
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8t  Louis.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  for  your  consid- 
eration the  expediency  of  removing  Uie  site  of  this  superin- 
tendency  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  or  some  other  point  on  the 
Missouri  river.  One  principal  reason  for  its  continuance 
at  St.  Louis  has  heen  the  necessity  of  having  a  competent 
officer  at  the  point  to  which  most  of  the  tribes  emigrating 
to  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  would  proceed  and  at 
which  means  for  their  transportation  and  subsistence  could 
be  conveniently  procured.  This  reason  now  hardly  exists, 
a  majority  of  those  tribes  having  removed,  and  the  system 
of  removal  being  so  organized,  that  each  party  of  those  who 
are  yet  to  emigrate  will  be  attended  by  persons  able  to  make 
every  necessary  arrangement  for  it.  The  employment  of 
the  quartermaster  at  8t  Louis,  as  the  disbursing  officer  in 
that  section  of  the  Indian  department,  has  relieved  the  su- 
perintendency  of  one  considerable  branch  of  its  business; 
and  the  creation  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  has  greatly 
reduced  its  limits.  This  arrangement  would  enable  the  su- 
perintendent to  inform  himself  of  the  conduct  of  the  agents, 
the  condition  of  the  agencies  and  of  the  Indians,  and  when 
necessary,  to  visit  them  in  person.  The  department  would 
then  have  the  benefit  of  his  opinions,  founded  upon  liis  own 
observation  and  knowledge,  upon  all  measures  recommend- 
ed by  the  agents  or  sub-agents,  and  upon  all  requests  prefer- 
red by  the  Indians. 

The  4th  section  of  the  same  act  designated  the  tribes  for 
which  full  agents  should  be  appointed.  The  western 
Creeks,  western  Cherokees,  and  Osages  were  not  included, 
and  sub-agents  were  appointed  for  them,  under  the  author- 
ity given  to  the  President  in  the  6th  section;  and  sul>se- 
qnently  the  Senecas  and  the  Senecas  and  Shawnees  were 
placed  under  General  Stokes,  the  sub-agent  for  the  Chero- 
kees. He  has  transmitted  a  strong  statement,  which  is  con- 
curred in  by  General  Arbuckle,  of  the  inconveniences  of 
this  arrangement  and  of  the  onerous  nature  of  his  duties. 
Upon  further  examination  it  may  be  found  expedient  to  es- 
tablish a  new  sub-agency,  to  include  the  Senecas,  the  uni- 
ted bands  of  Senecas  and  Shawnees,  and  the  Quapaws,  who 
are  at  present  attached  to  the  sub-agency  for  the  Osages. 
These  bands  have  an  aggre^te  population  of  about  1,000 
persons;  they  occupy  adjoining  reservations  upon  the  Ar- 
kansas river,  and  are  about  ninety  miles  from  the  site  of  the 
sub-agency.  They  have  millers  and  smiths  and  stock, 
which  require  the  personal  care  and  inspection  of  somQ.offi- 
cer  of  the  Government.  This  measure  seems  to  be  called 
for  also  by  the  approaching  emigration  of  the  Cherokees  re- 
siding ^east  of  the  Mississippi.  There  are  6,800  Cherokees 
now  west  of  that  river,  and  preparations  have  been  made,  as 
abated  in  a  preceding  part  of  this  report,  for  the  removal  of 
those  east  of  it.  The  duties  connected  with  the  settlement 
of  these  emigrants,  the  execution  of  the  provisions  of  the 
late  and  former  treaties,  involving  the  examination  of  a  vast 
amount  of  claims  for  spoliations,  removal,  dec,  will  be  suffi- 
ciently arduous  for  one  person.  The  difficult  character  of 
these  duties,  and  the  responsibilities  they  impose,  seem,  in 
my  judgment,  to  render  it  proper  to  appoint  a  full  agent  for 
this  tribe.  I  respectfully  submit  this  proposition  for  your 
consideration. 

I  would  make  a  similar  recommendation  in  regard  to  the 
Creeks.  The  considerations  in  this  case  are  even  stronger 
than  in  the  preceding.  The  Creeks,  like  the  Cherokees, 
have  claims  to  a  large  amount  to  be  adjusted,  and  large 
establishments  to  be  inspected  and  maintained  in  operation. 
But  the  conclusive  reason  for  the  measure  is  the  vast  acces- 
sion to  their  numbers  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  the 
friendly  Seminoles  and  of  the  eastern  Creeks.  It  will  be  a 
laborious  work  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaties  with  those 
tribes.  It  will  be  a  task  of  greater  delicacy  and  difficulty 
to  allay  the  irritated  feelings  of  those  so  recently  engaged  in 
active  hostilities,  and  to  establish  and  preserve  amicable  re- 
lations between  them  and  the  Creeks  who  emigrated  in  for- 
mer years. 


The  duties  of  the  sub-agent  for  the  Osages,  even  if  the 
Quapaws  shall  be  withdrawn  from  his  charge,  will  be  suffi- 
ciently arduous  to  warrant  the  substitution  of  a  full  agency. 
This  tribe,  unlike  the  others  in  the  Western  superintenden- 
cy,  live  by  the  chase;  they  commit  depredations  to  supply  the 
wants  attendant  upon  this  uncertain  mode  of  existence,  and 
hostilities  between  themselves  and  other  Indians  are  the 
consequence.  These  collisions  require  constant  vigilance 
on  the  part  of  the  agent,  and  impose  upon  him  no  ordinary 
responsibility.  I  therefore  ask  your  favorable  consideration 
of  this  suggestion. 

The  agent  for  the  Choctaws  is  the  acting  superintendent 
for  all  the  Indians  residing  south  of  the  northern  line  of  the 
Osage  reservation.  He  has  been  assigned  te  this  duty  un- 
der the  authority  given  to  the  President  in  the  thirtieth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  June  80,  1834,  for  regulating  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes.  The  business  thus 
devolved  upon  him  is  extensive  and  complicated.  The  full 
extracts  made  from  his  reports  for  this  year  in  this  commu- 
nication, prove  that  it  is  ably  and  faithfully  executed.  It 
will  be  greatly  augmented  by  the  settlement  vrithin  his 
limits  of  the  Creeks  who  have  emigrated,  and  of  the  Cher- 
kees,  who  are  under  treaty  stipulations  to  emigrate.  If  no 
territorial  government  be  created,  this  increase  of  duties 
will  render  proper,  in  my  judgment,  an  increase  of  com  • 
pensation,  and  I  respectfully  request  your  approval  of  this 
measure. 

The  proviso  to  the  act  ^'making  additionai appropna- 
turns  for  the  Delaware  breakwater,"  dec,  approved  March 
8,  1836,  operates  harshly  upon  the  military  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  Indian  department,  and  will  continue  so  to 
operate,  so  long  as  it  shall  be  determined  to  adhere  to  the 
present  system  of  disbursement.  Under  the  regulations 
prescribed  by  the  President  in  the  summer  of  1832,  for  the 
removal  of  Indians,  and  those  for  the  payment  of  annui- 
ties, of^fuly,  1834,  all  disbursements  have  been  made  by 
military  men.  The  amount  of  these  may  be  gathered  from 
the  amount  of  the  appropriations,  which,  for  the  last  five 
years,  has  averi^;ed  more  than  three  millions  of  dollars. 
Those  for  the  present  year  amounted  to  $8,431,000. 

There  are  three  principal  points  to  which  remittances  are 
made:  Detroit,  St.  Louis,  and  Little  Rock. 

To  the  first  are  sent  the  funds  for  the  agencies  in  Michi- 
gan, Illinois,  and  part  of  those  in  the  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin. From  that  place  they  are  forwarded  by  the  quarter- 
master stationed  there  to  the  several  points  of  disbursement 
The  duties  required  of  this  officer,  since  the  close  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  have  been  peculiarly  laborious. 
In  addition  to  the  charge  of  the  usual  annual  appropriations, 
he  has  purchased  and  issued  the  provisions,  and  assisted  in  . 
the  distribution  of  the  goods  stipulated  to  be  furnished  to 
the  Ottawa  and  Chippewa  Indians,  under  the  treaty  with 
them  of  March  28,  1836;  been  associated  with  the  Indian 
agent  and  the  special  commissioner  in  the  adjustment  of 
claims  and  debts,  and  made  most  of  the  payments  called  for 
by  the  treaty,  the  remittances  on  account  of  which  amount- 
ed to  $482,000. 

The  remittances  at  St.  Louis  include  the  funds  for  the 
agencies  in  that  superintendency,  and  those  in  that  of  Wis- 
consin, located  east  of  the  Missouri  and  upon  the  line  of  the 
Mississippi  rivers.  These  funds  are  forwarded  to  the  quar- 
termaster at  that  place,  and  transmitted  by  him  to  the 
assistant  quartermasters  at  the  several  military  posts.  To 
these  he  gives  instructions,  and  from  them  he  receives  their 
accounts,  which  he  examines  before  transmitting  them  to 
this  office.  The  amount  sent  to  him  in  1836  and  1 836 
was  $322,000. 

The  remittances  to  Little  Rock  include  the  funds  for  the 
agencies  in  the  Western  territory.  These  are  procured  by 
the  principal  disbursing  agent  upon  Treasury  warrants, 
payable  at  New  Orleans.  A  large  amount  of  specie  is  an  - 
nually  required  to  pay  the  annuities  of  the  Indians.     Two 
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journeya  in  each  year  arc  always  necessary,  and  in  some 
instances  a  greater  number.  These  must  sometimes  be  made 
through  a  country  unexplored  and  but  thinly  settled,  and 
the  money  constantly  guarded.  When  it  reaches  Little 
Rock,  there  is  no  bank  in  which  it  can  be  deposited,  and 
the  officer  must  secure  it  in  the  best  way  he  can,  until  the 
period  of  di^^bursing  it.  This  disbursement  is  made  to  the 
Indians  by  military  officers,  acting  under  his  direction,  for 
whose  doings  he  is  responsible,  and  whose  accounts  are  ren- 
dered through,  and  examined  by  him.  Besides  the  ordi- 
nary Indian  expenditures,  he  is  charged  with  a  large  part 
of  those  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  emigrating  In- 
dians, and  for  the  purchase  of  various  articles  stipulated  to 
be  furnished  them.  The  amount  sent  to  this  point,  in  the 
last  and  present  years,  for  these  objects,  was  more  than 
$600,000.'  A  reference  to  document  512,  of  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  twenty-third  Congress,  printed  by  order  of  the 
Senate,  which  embraces  the  correspondence  with  him  be- 
tween the  30th  November,  1831,  and  the  27th  December, 
1 833,  will  give  some  idea  of  the  laborious  and  responsible 
character  of  his  duties,  and  of  the  ability  with  which  they 
have  been  performed. 

The  attention  of  the  department  was  called  to  this  sub- 
ject by  the  Qommissary  General  of  Subsistence,  in  his  report 
dated  November  12,  1835,  with  more  especial  reference  to 
the  compensation  of  officers  engaged  in  the  removal  of  In- 
dians. It  is  therein  stated,  that  prior  to  the  passage  of  tlie 
proviso,  there  had  been  allowed  to  a  principal  disbursing 
agent  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  quartermaster,  and  to 
disbursing  agents  those  of  an  assistant  quartermaster.  Cap- 
tain Brown,  the  disbursing  officer  at  Little  Rock,  was  the 
only  principal  disbursing  agent  to  whom  this  compensation 
had  been  paid.  These  allowances  had  all  been  cut  ofif  by 
the  proviso,  and  the  officers  selected  to  accompany  large  par- 
ties of  Indians  through  a  difficult  country,  and  to  provide 
for  their  wants,  had  not  since  received  any  remuneration  for 
these  arduous  services,  beyond  their  ordinary  emoluments. 
I'he  case  is  the  same  with  the  assistant  quartermasters  at 
military  posts  who  are  required  to  pay  annuities,  &lc.  to  the 
Indians;  to  do  which,  they  are  often  obliged  to  take  with 
them  into  the  Indian  country  large  amounts  in  specie,  for 
the  safety  of  which  they  arc  accountable. 

There  is  a  strong  analogy  between  the  duties  required  of 
military  officers  in  this  branch  of  the  service  (particularly 
of  the  one  at  Little  Rock^  and  those  of  some  of  the  persons 
employed  in  the  sale  of  the  public  domaiu,  which,  it  seems 
to  me,  ^ould  ensure  to  this  subject  a  favorable  action. 
The  receivers  of  public  moneys  arc  allowed  by  the  law  of 
May  20,  1828,  a  salary  of  |500,  and  one  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  received — the  whole  not  to  excx^ed  $3,000  per  an- 
num. The  act  of  May  22,  1836,  provided  •*  that  a  rea- 
sonable compensation  might  be  made  for  transporting  and 
depositing  the  money  received  by  them,  to  be  regulated 
according  to  the  actual  labor,  expense,  and  risk  of  such 
transportation  and  dejiosite."  Under  this  law,  one-tenth 
of  one  per  cent,  is  paid  them  for  every  ten  miles*  travel.  In 
a  large  majority  of  instances,  the  positions  of  the  receivers  ; 
are  attended  with  fewer  risks  and  liabilities  than  that  of  the  j 
disbursing  agent  at  Little  Rock;  and  their  duties  (being 
homogeneous  in  their  character)  arc  less  difficult  to  be  per- 
lormed.  Yet,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  the 
pay  and  emoluments  of  this  agent  cannot  exceed  $1,600. 
AAcr  a  careful  examination  of  the  matter,  in  all  its  aspects, 
I  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  a  cojumission  be  allowed  to 
all  military  officers  making  disbursements  in  the  Indian  de- 
partment, and  that  the  requisite  change  of  tlie  law  be  re- 
quested. 

The  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  the  re- , 
port  of  May,  183i,  say  they  **  have  reason  to  believe  abuses  | 
have  existed,  in  relation  to  the  supply  of  goods  for  presents  , 
at  the  making  of  treaties*,  or  to  fulfil  treaty  stipulations."  j 
In  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  th-3  1 3th  section  of  the  act 


of  1834,  which  was  framed  to  prevent  theae  abosesi,  the 
general  appropriations  for  presents  and  provisioiia  are  in- 
vested, whenever  it  is  practicable,  in  the  mode  therein  pre- 
scribed, and  the  articles  themselves,  instead  of  money,  are 
transported  to  the  several  agencies,  to  be  distributed  to  the 
Indians. 

The  4th  section  of  the  act  of  June  30,  1834,  **to  regu- 
late trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indum  tribes"  provides 
that  any  person  who  shall  introduce  goods  into  the  Indian 
country,  without  a  license,  «  shall  forfeit  all  merchandise 
offered  for  sale  to  the  Indians,  or  found  in  his  possession." 
A  seizure  was  made  under  this  law  in  1835,  and  prooeco- 
tion  commenced  in  the  United  States  district  court  in  the 
State  of  Missouri.  The  department  was  advised  by  the 
district  attorney  in  December  last,  that  <<  on  argument,  the 
court  decided  ihsX  the  4th  section  gave  no  authority  to  the 
agent  to  seize  the  goods  taken  within  his  boundary  in  viola- 
tion of  law;  that  the  words  <  shall  forfeit,'  did  not,  by  im- 
plication, empower  him  *  to  take  possession  thereof;"  and 
and  ordered  the  goods  to  be  returned  to  the  owner.  Whe- 
ther this  decision  be  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  2dd  and 
28th  sections  of  the  same  act,  and  the  general  authority 
given  in  the  7th  and  17th  sections  of  the  act  organizing  the 
Indian  department,  or  not,  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that, 
to  avoid  litigation,  it  may  be  expedient  to  procure  the  pas 
sage  of  an  amendatory  clause.  If  the  decision  of  the  court 
be  correct,  the  provisions  of  the  law  are  nugatory. 

It  has  been  found  that  the  legal  proceedings  under  the 
the  20tli  section  of  the  intercourse  act,  providing  penalties 
for  the  introduction  and  sale  of  ardent  spirits  and  wine  in 
the  Indian  country,  are  diUtory  and  expensive.  The  desir- 
ableness of  a  process  susceptible  of  more  prompt  and  less 
costly  application  and  enforcement,  is  presented  for  your 
consideration.  The  establishment  of  a  tribunal  in  the  In- 
dian country,  a  measure  recommended  by  the  late  acting 
superintendent  in  1835,  might  obviate  the  necessity,  with 
the  attendant  inconvenience  and  expense  of  having  recourse 
to  the  court  at  Little  Rock,  and  the  delay  occasioned  by  the 
intervals  of  its  sessions.  The  latter  clause  of  this  section 
makes  it  lawful  «<  for  any  person  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  for  any  Indian,  to  take  and  destroy  any  ar- 
dent spirit  or  wine  found  in  the  Indian  country."  This 
provision  appears  to  have  been  considered  by  the  commit- 
tee of  tlie  House  of  Representatives,  in  their  report  of  May, 
1834,  to  be  sufficient.  In  practice,  however,  it  has  been* 
in  a  great  degree,  useless.  Reluctance  to  incur  the  odium 
or  revenge  of  individuals  has  probably  deterred  white  per- 
sons from  exerting  this  power.  And  the  authority,  in  the 
hands  of  the  Indian,  is  dangerous  to  him  and  to  others.  To 
him,  if  exercised,  because  it  would  jeopardise  his  life;  and 
to  others,  because  it  exposes  all  their  property  to  any  at- 
tacks his  ignorance  or  passion  may  prompt.  Besides,  legal 
process,  if  it  could  be  effectual,  would  be  more  in  conso- 
nance with  the  general  spirit  of  our  legislation. 

An  application  was  made  to  this  department  during  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  to  direct  the  agents  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  apprehend  and  deliver  to  the  owner  certain  slaves 
which  had  fled  from  him  and  taken  refuge  in  the  Indian 
country.  The  authority  of  the  department  to  give  such 
direction,  it  was  determined  upon  full  conaderation,  could 
not  be  maintained  under  the  existing  intercourse  law.  The 
case  seems  to  me  to  call  for  some  legislative  provision. 

The  7th  section  of  that  law  imposes  a  penalty  upon  any 
person  who  shall,  within  the  Indian  country,  purchase  or 
receive  of  any  Indian  •*  a  g^o,  trap,  or  other  article  com- 
monly used  in  hunting,  any  instrument  of  husbandry,  or 
cooking  utensils."  I  would  suggest  the  expediency  of  ex- 
tending this  provision,  so  as  to  prohibit  the  purchase  of 
other  species  of  property.  Among  those  Indians  who  own 
slaves,  there  is  a  jealous  feeling  upon  this  subject. 

The  attention  of  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  was  requested,  on  the  4th  of 
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June,  1836,  to  the  stipulation  in  the  14th  article  of  the 
treaty  withUie  Cherokecs  of  December  29th,  1836,  for  the 
payment  of  pensions  to  *'8uch  waniora  of  the  Cherokee 
nation  as  were  engaged  in  the  late  war  with  6ri«at  Britain 
and  the  Southern  tribes  of  Indians,  and  who  were  wounded 
in  such  service;''  but  no  law  was  passed.  It  is  desirable 
that  the  subject  should  be  acted  upon  at  an  early  day. 

The  2d  section  of  the  act  of  May  Ist,  1820,  entitled  <<  An 
act  in  relation  to  the  several  acts  for  ike  establishment  and 
regulation  of  the  Treasury  ^  War,  and  Navy  Departments,*' 
provides  that  any  money  appropriated  for  this  department, 
which  ^*  shall  remain  unexpended  for  more  than  two  years 
after  the  expiration  of  the  calender  year  in  which  the  act 
of  appropriation  shall  have  been  passed,"  "shall  be  carried 
to  the  surplus  fund."  This  provision  operates  with  great 
inconvenience,  in  the  flixecution.of  the  branch  of  public  bu- 
siness committed  to  this  office.  From  the  character  of  the 
objects  for  which  appropriations  are  obtained,  the  neoessary 
preliminary  investigations,  the  habits  of  the  Indians,  aiTd 
the  remoteness  of  the  points  at  which  the  expenditures  are 
to  be  made,  it  is  frequently  embarrassing  to  comply  with 
this  requisition  of  the  law.  For  these  reasons  an  extension 
of  the  term  at  the  end  of  which  balances  shall  be  carried  to 
the  surplus  fund,  is  desirable. 

During  the  last  session  of  Congress  this  department  was 
called  upon  to  state  the  quantity  of  land  acquired  by  treaties 
with  Indian  tribes,  and  the  amount  stipulated  to  be  paid 
for  it,  since  the  4th  of  March,  1829.  With  the  data  in  iU 
possession,  neither  branch  of  this  inquiry  could  be  answered 
correctly.  The  information  which  has  been  subsequently 
procured,  is  imbodicd  in  tabular  statement  H,  appended  to 
this  report.  From  the  nature  of  the  case  perfect  accuracy 
cannot  be  ensured,  in  estimating  the  amount  of  the  consid- 
eration for  which  the  lands  were  ceded.  It  is  made  up  of 
permanent  annuities,  lands,  reservations  for  individuals,  ex- 
penses of  removal  and  subsistence,  merchandise,  mechani- 
cal and  agricultural  establishments  and  implements.  The 
permanent  annuities  have  been  commuted  at  five  per  cent.; 
lands  and  reservations,  valued  at  one  dollar  and  a  quarter 
per  ^acre;  expenses  of  removal  and  subsistence,  and  mer- 
chandise, put  down  at  the  amounts  appropriated  for  them, 
and  the  mechanical  and  agricultural  establishments,  at  the 
rates  fixed  in  the  act  of  June  30th,  1834,  organizing  the 
Indian  department;  where  the  provision  for  these  last  is  per- 
manent, they  have  been  commuted  in  the  same  way  with 
the  annuities. 

The  general  result  is,  that  within  the  last  eight  years, 
93,401,637  acres  of  land  have  been  ceded  by  the  I|idians, 
for  which  the  United  States  have  stipulated  to  give  them 
26,982,068  dollars  and*  32,381,000  acres  of  land,  valued 
at  40,476,250  dollars,  making  the  whole  consideration 
67,458,318  dollars. 

The  obvious  reflection  suggested  by  these  facts,  is  the 
increased  liberality  and  kindness  of  the  United  States  in  its 
intercourse  with  (tie  aboriginal  people.  In  1789,  General 
Knox,  in  a  communication  addressed  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  remarked,  that  as  the  settlements  shall 
approach  near  to  the  Indian  boundaries  established  by  trea- 
ties, "they  will  be  willing  to  sell  further  tracts  for  small 
considerations. "  An  examination  of  the  earlier  treaties  will 
show  how  little  proportion  the  sums  paid  bore  to  the  quan- 
tity and  value  of  the  land  acquired.  Ten,  twenty,  or  thirty 
cents  per  acre  were  seldom  exceeded.  The  average  sum, 
paid  in  the  period  embraced  in  the  annexed  statement,  is 
seventy-two  cents  per  acre.  In  the  late  treaties  with  the 
Chickasaws  and  some  other  tribes,  the  provisions  have  been 
even  munificent,  the  United  States  having  given  to  them 
the  whole  nett  proceeds  of  their  lands. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS, 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Hon.  B.  F.  BiTTLSB,  Secretary  of  "War  ad  interim. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

NaTT  DSPARTME2TT, 

December  3,  1836. 
To  the  Presidsst  of  the  United  States: 

Sir:  In  presenting  for  your  consideration  at  this  time, 
the  condition  of  our  navy  for  the  past  year,  I  am  enabled 
to  assure  you  that,  since  my  report  of  the  5th  of  December 
last,  there  has  been  an  increased  activity  in  the  construc- 
tion an^  equipment  of  vessels  at  our  navy  yards,  and  in  the 
movements  of  our  ships  and  squadrons  at  sea  and  on  for- 
eign stations. 

ThQ  Columbia,  a  frigate  of  the  first  class,  has  been  finish- 
ed, launched,  and  nearly  completed  for  sea. 

The  brigs  Dolphin  and  Porpoise  have  been  built,  launch- 
ed, and  fitted  for  sea. 

The  frigate  Macedonian,  of  the  second  class,  has  been 
finished,  launched,  and  equipped  for  sea,  and  she  is  now 
receiving  her  crew  as  the  ship  of  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  SouUi-sea  exploring  expedition. 

The  two  barks  Pioneer  and  Consort,  and  schooner  Pilot, 
have  been  built,  launched,  and  so  far  equipped  as  to  be 
ready  for  receiving  their  crews. 

The  store-ship  Relief  has  been  finished,  launched,  and 
equipped,  and  is  now  receiving  her  stores. 

The  repairs  of  the  ship  of  the  line  North  Carolina  have 
been  completed,  and  she  is  equipped  and  fitted  for  sea,  and 
is  now  under  sailing  orders  for  the  Pacific;  station. 

The  repairs  of  the  razee  Independence  have  been  com- 
pleted, and  she  is  now  nearly  equipped  for  sea. 

The  sliip  of  the  line  Delaware  has  been  placed  in  dry- 
dock,  and  her  repairs  commenced. 

The  ship  of  the  line  Columbus  has  also  been  put  into* 
dry-dock,  and  her  repairs  commenced. 

The  repairs  of  the  ship  of  the  line  Ohio  have  been  com- 
menced and  considerably  advanced. 

The  repairing  of  the  sloops  of  war  Falmouth  and  Fair- 
field has  been  completed. 

'ITie  sloop  of  war  Natchez  and  schooner  Grampus  have 
been  repaired  and  equipped  for  sea. 

The  labor  upon  the  ship  of  the  line  Pennsylvana  has 
been  resumed  with  a  view  to  her  completion,  and  she  will 
probably  be  ready  for  launching  in  the  early  part  of  next 
summer. 

The  steam  vessel  building  at  New  York  is  so  far  com- 
pleted as  to  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  her  engines  and 
machinery;  in  procuring  which  there  has  been  some  un- 
avoidable delay.  It  was  desirable  to  secure  the  services  of 
the  most  able  engineer  in  the  United  States  to  superintend 
the  construction  of  the  engines  and  machinery  of  this  as 
well  as  other  steam  vessels  proposed  to  be  built  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States.  Efforts  have  been  made  to  secure 
the  services  of  such  an  engineer,  but  without  success.  The 
first  attempt  to  procure  the  requisite  engines  and  machinery 
by  contract,  by  advertising  for  proposals,  proved  abortive, 
as  the  lowest  offers  for  boilers  and  for  the  engines  were 
made  by  difierent  persons,  and  the  person  offering  for  the 
engines  declined  the  contract  because  he  could  not  also  have 
the  contract  for  the  boilers.  Arrangements,  however,  have 
been  since  made  for  procuring  the  engines  and  boilers  want- 
ed; and  the  vessel  will  probab!y  be  ready  for  service  in  the 
course  of  next  summer. 

For  a  de'tailed  statement  of  the  condition  of  our  vessels 
on  the  stocks,  as  well  as  those  afloat  at  our  navy  yards,  and 
the  means  of  completion  as  well  as  repair,  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  the  reports  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board, 
herewith  submitted,  marked  H  and  I;  and  for  the  amount 
of  timber,  iron,  and  other  materials  procured  for  the  gradual 
improvement  of  the  navy,  I  refer  to  their  repon  marked  L. 

Much  has  been  done  in  advancing  the  works  and  im- 
provements hitherto  authorized  at  the  diflerent  navy  yards, 
except  at  that  of  Pensacola.  The  works  and  improvemenU 
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for  which  appropriations  have  been  made  at  that  yard,  have 
been  delayed  until  a  permanent  plan  for  the  same,  after  a 
due  examination  of  a  board  appointed  for  that  purpose,  could 
be  adopted. 

Since  my  last  annual  report  the  following  vessels  have 
been  employed  in  the  Mediterranean:  the  frigates  Constitu- 
tion, United  States,  and  Potomac,  the  sloop  of  war  John 
Adams,  and  schooner  Shark;  the  ship  of  the  line  Delaware 
having  been  withdrawn  from  that  squadron  and  the  frigate 
United  States  added  to  it  within  the  present  year. 

The  frigate  Potomac  having  been  employed  on  tliat  sta- 
tion for  upwards  of  two  years,  has  been  ordered  home,  with 
instructions  to  run  down  the  coast  of  Africa  and  visit  the 
settlements  at  Cape  Mcsurado,  Cape  Palmas,  and  Bassa 
Cove,  thence  proceed  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  after  commu- 
nicating with  the  commander  of  our  squadron  there,  to  re- 
turn to  Norfolk. 

In  the  West  Indies,  the  frigate  Constellation,  the  sloops 
of  war  Vandalia,  St.  Louis,  Concord,  Warren,  Boston,  and 
Natchez,  and  "the  schooner  Grampus,  have  been  actively 
employed.  The  Warren  sailed  for  that  station  the  latter 
part  of  December  last,  and  has  returned  within  a  few  days 
to  Norfolk  for  repairs,  and  when  these  shall  be  completed 
she  will  rejoin  the  squadron. 

The  Concord  sailed  from  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire, 
the  27th  of  February  laj)t;  the  Boston  on  the  10th  of  July 
last,  from  Boston;  the  Natchez  from  New  York  on  the  4th 
of  August,  and  the  schooner  Grrampus  on  the  10th  of  April 
last.  All  these  vessels,  except  the  Warren,  are  now  on 
that  station. 

The  brig  Porpoise  has  been  employed  in  conveying  the 
commissioners  appointed  under  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
directing  an  examination  of  the  harbors  south  of  the  Chesa- 
peake bay,  with  a  view  to  their  fitness  for  the  purposes  of  a 
navy  yard.  She  is  daily  expected  at  Norfolk,  after  which 
it  is  intended  that  she  shall  sail  as  soon  as  conveniently  may 
be,  to  join  the  West  India  squadron. 

On  the  coast  of  Brazil,  the  sloops  of  war  Erie  and  Onta- 
rio have  been  employed.  The  Ontario  returned  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  June  last,  has  been  undergoing^repairs  at  Nor- 
folk, and  she  is  reported  to  be  in  readiness  for  a  crew. 

The  brig  Dolphin  sailed  in  September  last  from  New 
York,  with  instructions  to  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
and  visit  the  settlements  at  Gambia,  Bissau,  Nunez,  Cape 
Mesurado,  Bassa  Cove,  and  Cape  Palmas,  thence  to  pro- 
ceed to  Rio  dc  Janeiro,  to  form  a  part  of  the  Brazilian 
squadron. 

In  the  Pacific,  the  frigate  Brandywine,  the  sloop  Vin- 
cennes,  and  the  schooner  Boxer  liave  been  employed.  The 
sloop  Vincennes,  which  previously  to  my  last  report  was 
ordered  to  return  to  the  United  States  by  the  way  of  the 
East  Indies,  arrived  at  Norfolk  on  the  6th  of  June  last. 

The  frigate  Brandywine  has  been  ordered  home,  and  she 
is  probably  on  her  way  at  this  time:  her  place  will  be  sup- 
plied by  the  ship  of  the  line  North  Carolina,  now  under 
sailing  orders. 

In  the  East  Indies,  the  sloop  Peacock  and  schooner  En- 
terprise have  been  engaged  in  protecting  as  well  as  extend- 
ing our  commerce.  They  are  now  on  their  return  to  the 
United  States,  with  orders  to  visit  the  settlements  of  the 
American  C!olonization  Society  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  near 
Cape  Palmas,  Bassa  Cove,  and  Monrovia. 

Our  squadrons  at  sea  and  on  foreign  stations  have  afford- 
ed to  our  commerce  all  the  aid  and  protection  that  their 
means  would  permit 

It  was  believed  that  our  commerce  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
and  in  the  West  Indies  would  be  more  exposed  than  in  any 
other  quarter.  To  meet  the  apprehended  danger  an  unu- 
sually large  force  has  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Com- 
modore Dallas,  the  commander  of  the  West  India  station. 
In  addition  to  the  vessels  already  stated  as  fqnning  his  squad- 
ron, three  revenue  cutters  and  three  steamboats  have  been 


placed  under  his  command;  and  he  has  been  charged  w^itli 
the  complicated  duties  of  protecting  our  commerce,  of  pre- 
venting the  importation  of  slaves  into  Texas  or  the  United 
States,  and  of  co-operating  with  the  officers  of  the  army 
and  militia  in  prosecuting  the  war  against  the  Creek  and 
Seminole  Indians;  in  the  performance  of  all  which  duties 
his  squadron  has  rendered  the  most  essential  services  to  the 
country. 

In  maintaining  so  large  a  force  on  the  West  India  station, 
which  ought  to  be  still  increased,  it  has  not  been  in  the 
power  of  this  Department  to  send  to  other  stations  the  num- 
ber of  vessels  which  the  safety  of  our  commerce  required; 
and  serious  apprehensions  have  been  justly  entertained  that 
our  merchants  might  sustain  heavy  losses  from  the  want  of 
an  adequate  force  in  the  Pacific  and. on  the  Brazilian  sta- 
tion, especially  on  the  latter.  Although  these  apprehen- 
sions have  not  been  realized,  yet  a  due  regard  to  Uie  inter- 
ests of  commerce  and  the  honor  of  our  country  requires  that 
a  more  respectable  force  should  be  sent  to  those  stations  as 
soon  as  practicable.  There  is  no  serious  difficulty  in  send- 
ing out  such  a  force  but  that  arising  from  the  want  of  sea- 
men, and  this  difficulty  will  be  in  some  degree  obviated  on 
the  arrival  of  the  vessels  now  on  their  return  to  the  United 
States. 

When,  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  and  preceding^ 
sessions  of  Congress,  it  was  recommended  that  a  consider- 
able addition  should  be  made  to  the  number  of  our  ships -in 
commission,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  rapidly -increasing 
commerce  of  our  country,  it  was  perceived  that,  should  the 
measure  be  adopted,  as  it  has  been  by  the  liberal  appropria- 
tions of  Congress,  it  would  be  necessary  to  adopt,  at  the 
same  time,  measures  for  increasing  the  number  of  our  sea- 
men. The  most  obvious  means  of  accomplishing  this  ob- 
ject was  the  one  recommended  of  enUsting  into  the  ser\ice 
of  our  navy  boys  over  the  age  of  thirteen  and  under  the  age 
of  eighteen,  untU  they  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years.  A  bill  for  this  purpose  has  been  before  the  Senate 
for  the  last  two  sessions,  which  it  is  confidently  hoped  will 
become  a  law  during  the  approaching  session  of  Congress. 
In  the  mean  time,  as  a  larger  number  of  seamen  is  requited 
for  the  merchant  service  than  usual,  and  as  there  is  at  pres- 
ent actually  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States  one- 
fifth  more  seamen  than  were  employed  three  years  ago,  and 
a  greater  number  than  has  been  employed  at  any  time  with- 
in the  last  fifteen  years,  some  difficulty  must  necessarily 
exist  in  recruiting  seamen  required  for  immediate  service. 

The  terms  of  service  of  the  seamen  on  the  Pacific  and 
Brazilian  stations  are  about  to  expire.  Those  on  the  Pa- 
cific station  have  been  ordered  home,  but  will  not  probably 
arrive  before  the  middle  of  January  next.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  North  Carolina  is  ordered  to  that  station,  requir- 
ing immediately  a  large  number  of  seamen;  and  Captain 
John  B.  Nicolson  has  been  selected  to  sail  in  the  razee  In- 
dependence, to  relieve  the  commander  on  the  coast  of  Bra- 
zil, who,  when  relieved,  will  return  with  the  seamen  belong- 
ing to  his  station.  The  Independence  will  require  a  large 
number  of  seamen  to  complete  her  crew;  besides,  it  is  im- 
portant that  each  of  these  ships  should  be  attended  with  one 
or  two  smaller  vessels;  but  this  is  impracticable  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  service. 

It  will  be  easily  perceived,  therefore,  that  the  force  want- 
ed for  the  protection  of  commerce  exceeds  the  means  of  sup- 
ply which  this  Department  can  immediately  bring  into  op- 
eration. When,  Uierefore,  on  the  18th  of  May  last,  it  was 
provided  by  an  amendment  to  the  general  naval  appropriation 
bill  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  should  be  authori- 
zed to  send  out  a  surveying  and  exploring  expedition  to  the 
Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas,  I  considered  it  impracticable 
to  fit  out  this  expedition  in  a  manner  to  meet  the  views  of 
Congress,  under  eight  or  nine  months,  without  a  serious  in- 
jury to  other  branches  of  the  naval  service. 

The  only  insurmountable  difficulty,  however,  in  my  opin- 
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ion,  was,  the  recruiting  the  requisite  number  of  seamen  in 
throe  or  four  months,  without  interfering  with  arrangements 
already  made  for  sending  ships  to  the  Pacific  and  Brazilian 
stations,  and  for  sending  an  additional  force  to  the  West 
Indies. 

As,  however,  it  was  your  earnest  wish  that  the  intentions 
of  Congress  in  authorizing  this  measure  should  be  carried 
into  effect  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  that  the  expe- 
dition should  be  fitted  out  upon  the  extensive  and  liberal 
scale  which  the  indications  of  public  opinion  seemed  to  re- 
quire, and  as  the  officer  (Captain  Thomas  Ap  Catesby 
Jones)  selected  for  the  command  of  the  expedition  gave  as- 
surances that  the  difficlilty  of  obtaining  seamen  could  be 
obviated  by  giving  him  power  to  have  them  recruited  un- 
der his  immediate  superintendence,  and  for  this  particular 
service,  it  was  determined  to  make  an  extraordinary  effort  to 
accomplish  these  objects. 

Every  facility  consistent  with  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  navy  was  afforded  Captain  Jones  for  recruiting  sea- 
men in  the  manner  he  proposed;  and  measures  were  imme- 
diately adopted  to  have  one  frigate  of  the  second  class,  one 
store-ship,  two  barks,  and  one  schooner,  all  which  he  con- 
sidered as  indispensably  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  en- 
terprise, prepared  without  delay.  The  frigate  and  store- 
ship,  which  were  on  the  stocks  when  this  measure  was 
adopted,  have  been  finished  and  equipped,  and  are  now  re- 
ceiving their  crews;  and  the  other  three  vessels  have  been 
entirely  built  and  equipped  for  sea.  The  whole  have  been 
finiijhed  in  the  most  substantial  manner,  and  adapted  to  the 
particular  service  for  which  they  are  destined.  These  ves- 
sels will  sail  to  Norfolk  to  complete  their  crews,  take  in 
their  stores,  and  to  await  further  orders. 

To  prevent  any  delay  tliat  might  arise  from  the  want  of 
mathematical,  astronomical,  and  philosophical  instruments, 
books,  maps,  charts,  &c.  required  for  the  expedition.  Lieu- 
tenant Wilkes  of  the  navy  was  sent  to  Europe,  and  sailed 
from  New  York  on  the  8di  of  August  last,  to  make  tlie  ne- 
cessary purchases;  in  which  he  has  been  successful  as  to  the 
greater  part  of  the  articles  wanted.  For  some  instruments, 
however,  he  has  been  under  the  necessity  of  waiting  until 
they  can  be  manufactured.  Hits  return  is  expected  about 
the  middle  of  this  month. 

It  is  believed  that  every  proper  exertion  has  been  made  to 
recruit  men  for  this  service,  but  without  the  anticipated  suc- 
cess; no  more  than  about  two  hundred,  according  to  the  re- 
turns received,  being  as  yet  recruited;  and  as  Captain  Jones 
requires  five  hundred  and  eighteen  petty  officers,  seamen, 
ordinary  seamen,  boys,  and  marines,  together  with  eighty- 
five  commissioned  and  warrant  officers,  for  his  squadron,  it 
is  evident  that  a  considerable  time  must  yet  elapse  before  the 
expedition  can  l)e  ready  for  sea. 

Recruiting  seamen  for  a  particular  service  may  be  attend- 
ed with  great  inconvenience,  and  should  not  be  adopted  but 
upon  tlie  most  urgent  occasion,  such  as  that  of  the  explo- 
ring expedition  was  conceived  to  be.  If  the  exigencies  of 
the  Government  should  require  of  such  recruits  services  dif- 
ferent from  that  for  which  they  were  enlisted,  discontent, 
and  even  mutiny,  may  be  apprehended.  Besides,  this 
mode  of  recruiting  cannot  but  interfere  with  the  recruiting 
for  the  general  serv\ce,  and  in  the  present  case,  the  order  to 
recruit  for  the  exploring  expedition  has  made  it  necessary 
to  adopt  the  same  mode  of  recruiting  for  the  crews  of  the 
vessels  about  to  sail  for  the  Pacific  and  Brazilian  stations. 

Recruiting  for  three  distinct  objects  of  service  at  the  same 
lime,  while  the  usual  recruiting  for  the  general  service  is" 
continued,  cannot  but  retard  the  whole,  and  compel  us  to 
keep  in  receiving  vessels  a  much  larger  number  of  recruits, 
constantly  disposed  to  desert,  than  would  be  required  if  re- 
cruited for  the  general  service  alone. 

Although  the  number  of  recruits  is  small  for  any  one  of 
these  objects,  yet,  in  the  aggregate,  the  number  is  quite  as 
great  as  should  be  expected  when  we  consider  the  unusual- 


ly great  number  of  seamen  now  in  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  great  demand  for  them  in  the  mer- 
chant service. 

Although  the  return  of  the  public  vessels  now  ordered  to 
the  United  States  will,  to  a  considerable  extent,  furnish 
men  for  future  service,  yet,  sending  out  so  large  a  force  as 
that  required  for  the  exploring  expedition,  to  be  detained 
for  the  term  of  three  years,  cemnot  but  be  felt  as  a  serious 
inconvenience  in  fitting  out  the  number  of  vessels  wanted 
for  the  immediate  protection  of  commerce. 

As  it  has  been  evident  for  the  last  three  months  that  this 
exploring  squadron  could  not  be  ready  for  sea  before  the 
commencement  of  the  approaching  session  of  Congress,  nor 
indeed  until  a  late  period  of  the  session,  I  have  not  yet  at- 
tempted to  organize  a  scientific  corps  for  the  expedition. 
But,  from  inquiries  made,  I  am  happy  to  say  that,  in  most 
of  the  departments  of  science,  we  have  gentlemen  ready  and 
willing  to  embaiic  in  this  enterprise,  whose  labors  will  re- 
flect honor  upon  themselves  and  upon  the  country. 

From  several  learned  and  philosophical  societies,  as  well 
as  from  distinguished  individuals,  I  have  received  the  most 
ample  and  satisfactory  communications,  embracing  all  the 
various  subjects  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  in  charge 
to  the  gentlemen  who  are  to  conduct  the  scientific  research- 
es, which  form  the  most  important  objects  of  the  expe- 
dition. 

These  communications,  so  promptly  and  liberally  fur- 
nished, are  in  the  highest  degree  creditable  to  their  authors. 

The  scientific  corps  may  be  organized  as  soon  as  accom- 
modations can  be  afforded  them  in  the  vessels  of  the  explo- 
ring squadron;  and  those  vessels  may  leave  their  place  of 
rendezvous  at  any  season  of  the  year,  when  prepared 
for  sea. 

Under  die  acts  concerning  naval  pensions,  and  the  navy 
pension  fund,  there  are — 

Of  widow  pensioners,     -  -  -  168 

Of  invalid  pensioners,     -  -  i  308 


Total, 

The  annual  amount  to  pay  widows  is 
Do.  do.  do.         invalids  is 

Total, 


466 

$34,185  00 
•    23,824  00 

58,009  00 


The  nominal  value  of  stocks  of  every  description  belong- 
ing to  the  fund  is  §1,143,638  84;  of  which,  515641,600  is, 
by  direction  of  Congress,  vested  in  the  stock  of  the  United 
States  Bank;  and  until  the  law  which  directs  such  invest- 
ment shall  be  repealed  or  altered,  this  Department  will  have 
no  authority  to  witlidraw  the  money  or  make  any  different 
investment  of  it.  If  permitted  to  continue  in  United  States 
Bank  stock,  it  is  very  probable  that  many  months  will 
elapse  before  any  income  can  be  derived  from  this  part  of 
the  capital;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  pension  fund  may 
sustain  a  loss,  by  the  necessity  of  selling  other  stocks  to 
meet  the  necessary  disbursements. 

Of  widows  on  the  pension-list,  eighty-nine  have  been 
paid  from  the  day  of  their  husbands*  deaths,  respectively ; 
and  sixty-nine  have  been  paid  only  from  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1834,  as  required  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  that 
date. 

Under  the  privateer  pension  fund,  the  number  of  pen- 
sioners is  35. 

The  annual  amount  to  be  paid  them  is  $2,766.  The 
amount  of  stock  (Maryland  five  per  cent.)  belonging  to  the 
fund  is  $4,067  05. 

From  this  statement  it  is  evident  that  legislative  provision 
must  be  made  for  the  payment  of  these  pensioners  when  (he 
fund  shall  be  exhausted,  which  will  probably  occur  before 
the  1  st  of  January,  1838. 

I  would,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of 
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making  a  permanent  provision  for  the  payment  of  these  pen- 
tioners,  which,  bylaw,  are  granted  «  during  disability  or 
during  life.** 

Of  the  navy  hospital  fund,  the  balance  on  the  Ist  of  Oc- 
tober, 1835,  was  -  -  -  -    $53,878  79 
Payments  to  the  fund  from  the  1  at  of  Octo- 
ber, 1835,  to  the  Ist  of  October,  1836    -       25,340  73 


$78,219  52 
2,502  16 


$75,717  36 


Diabarsements  during  the  same  period. 

Balance  on  the  1st  of  October,  1836,  

The  necessaiy  disbursements  of  the  fund,  it  will  be  seen, 
bear  but  a  small  proportion  to  the  amount  of  its  receipts; 
and  I  therefore  repeat  a  recommendation  heretofore  offer- 
ed, that  provision  be  made  by  law  for  investing  this  surplus 
in  some  safe  stock  for  the  benefit  of  the  fund.  The  docu- 
ments hereunto  annexed,  marked  and  numbered  0  No.  1 
to  O  No.  5,  P  No.  1  to  P.  No.  4,  and  Q,  furnish  aU  the 
information  respecting  those  funds  required  by  the  third 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  June,  1832. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  repeat  what  I  have  heretofore  staled, 
fhat,  under  the  act  of  June  30,  1834,  the  widows  of  offi- 
cers, seamen,  and  marines,  who  have  died  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice since  the  1st  of  January,  1824,  or  who  may  die  in  ihe 
■aid  service  by  reason  of  disease  contracted,  or  by  casualties 
by  drowning  or  otherwise,  or  of  injuries  received  while  in 
the  line  of  duty,  are  entitled  to  pensions  equal  to  half  the 
amount  of  the  pay  to  which  their  husbands  respectively 
were  entitled  at  the  time  of  their  deaths. 

The  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1 835,  "  to  regulate  the  pay 
of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,"  and  which  increased  the 
pay  of  many  of  the  officers,  is  silent  as  to  pensions.  A  dif- 
ficulty arises  in  ascertaining  the  proper  amount  of  pension 
to  be  dlowed  to  the  widows  of  naval  officers  whose  pay  has 
been  increased  by  this  act 

The  pay  of  a  captain  in  command  of  a  squadron  on  a 
foreign  station  was  increased  to  four  thousand  dollars  a 
year;  when  on  other  duty,  to  three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  a  year,  and  when  off  duty,  to  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars.  A  corresponding  increase  of  pay  is  made 
to  other  officers. 

In  the  case,  for  instance,  of  a  captain  dying  when  in  com- 
mand of  a  foreign  station,  a  question  arises  whether  his 
widow  shall  receive  a  pension  to  the  amount  of  six  hundred 
dollars  a  year,  to  which  she  would  be  entitled  if  the  act  in- 
creasing tlie  pay  had  not  passed,  or  whether  she  shall  re- 
ceive the  half  of  the  amount  to  which  her  husband  was 
entitled  as  commander  on  a  foreign  station,  as  a  captain  on 
other  duty,  or  as  a  captain  off  duty.  Like  difficulties  occur 
with  respect  to  the  widows  of  other  officers.  The  necessity 
of  an  explanatory  act  to  obviate  these  difficulties  was  re- 
spectfully suggested.  The  subject  received  the  attention  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  but  no  final  action  was  had  upon 
it.  The  question  remaining  unsettled,  creates  much  em- 
barrassment in  this  Department. 

That  the  widow  of  a  captain  who  for  years  has  command- 
ed on  foreign  stations  but  has  returned  to  his  country,  and 
not  on  duty  at  Uie  time  of  his  death,  ^hall  receive  but  little 
more  than  hnlf  the  pension  she  would  be  entitled  to  had  her 
husband  died  a  few  weeks  or  days  sooner,  is  evidently 
unjust  Nor  is  it  just  that  the  widows  of  captains  who  died 
of  wounds  received  in  battle  or  otherwise,  in  the  late  war, 
should  receive  pensions  of  but  a  little  more  than  half  what 
might  be  awarded  to  the  widows  of  captains  dying  since  the 
8d  of  March,  1835. 

The  rank  of  the  officer,  it  is  respectfully  suggested,  should 

regulate  the  amount  of  p^Rsion  to  the  wicl^w,   rather  than 

the  accidental  circumstance  of  service  at  tht^time  of  his 

death. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  stated  that,  previously  to  the 


parsing  of  the  act  of  the  SOth  June,  1834,  for  the  better  or- 
ganization of  the  United  States  marine  corps,  double  rations 
had  been  allowed  to  the  commandant  of  die  corps,  and  to 
the  officers  of  the  same  commanding  at  the  navy  yaids  at 
Portsmouth,  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Washing- 
ton, Norfolk,  and  Pensacola,  and  to  the  senior  marine  offi- 
cers in  the  squadrons  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  West  In- 
dies, the  Brazilian  coast,  and  the  Pacific  ocean,  all  receiving 
the  sanction  of  Congress  by  their  appropriations.  By  this 
act  the  officers  of  the  marine  corps  are  to  receive  the 
same  pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances  as  are  given  to  offi- 
cers  of  similar  grades  in  the  infantry  of  the  army. 

The  act  of  the  16th  of  March,  1802,  fixuig  the  military 
peace  establishment  of  the  United  States,  authorizes  allow- 
ances to  the  commanding  officers  of  each  separate  post,  of 
such  additional  number  of  rations  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  from  time  to  time  direct.  These  pro- 
visions of  this  last  act  were  there  continued  by  an  act  of  the 
8d  of  March,  1815,  fixing  the  military  peace  establishment. 

The  paymaster  of  the  marine  corps  made  payments  for 
double  rations  to  officers  heretofore  receiving  the  same,  from 
the  1st  of  July  to  the  80th  of  September,  1834;  but  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury  did  not  think  proper  to 
allow  the  same,  inasmuch  as  the  commands  of  these  cfficers 
had  never  been  designated  as  separate  stations,  agreeably  to 
the  rule  prescribed  for  the  army. 

This  is  a  case  of  difficulty  which,  it  is  respectfully  sug- 
gested, requires  legislative  interposition.  This  subject  re- 
ceived the  favorable  consideration,  but  not  the  final  action, 
of  Congress,  at  their  last  session.  It  is  confidently  hoped 
that  the  claims  of  this  corps  will  receive  the  early  attention 
which  their  necessities  require,  and  to  which  they  are  enti- 
tled by  their  merits:  merits  which  are  much  strengthened  by 
their  patriotic  conduct  in  volunteering  their  services  in  a 
campaign  against  the  Creek  Indians,  in  which  they  have  dis- 
tinguished themselves  by  their  zeal  and  perseverance  in  the 
duties  assigned  to  them.  As,  however,  they  have  been  at- 
tached to  8ie  army  while  on  this  campaign,  their  merits 
will  more  appropriately  receive  the  notice  of  the  War  than 
of  the 'Navy  Department. 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  3d  of  March  last,  requiring  a  course  of  experi- 
ments to  be  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
efficiency,  and  testing  the  safety,  of  the  medium  or  light 
guns  of  the  navy,  and  of  comparing  their  effects  with  the 
gims  for  which  they  were  proposed  to  be  substituted,  a 
board  of  commissioners  has  been  appointed,  consisting  of 
Commodore  Charles  Morris,  Commodore  Daniel  T.  Patter- 
son, Commodore  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones,  Captain  Wil- 
liam Shubrick,  and  Captain  Lawrence  Kearney,  to  make 
the  course  of  experiments  required.  Several  officers  have 
been  detailed  to  co-operate  with  them,  and  very  extensive 
preparations  have  been  made  near  Old  Point  Comfort  to 
have  the  experiments  made  in  the  most  complete  and  satis- 
factory manner.  As  soon  as  the  proper  experiments  can 
be  made,  the  results  will  be  reported  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

By  your  directions,  given  under  a  resolution  of  the  8en« 
ate  of  the  United  Sutes  of  the  24th  of  May  last,  that  the 
Executive  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  made  the  necessary  ex- 
aminations and  surveys  of  the  several  harbors  south  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Chesapeake  bay,  and  a  report  of  the  compara- 
tive facilities  and  advantages  of  the  same  for  the  eetalish- 
ment  of  a  navy  yard,  a  board  has  been  constituted,  consisting 
of  Commodore  M.  T.  Woolsey,  Captain  Alexander  Clax- 
ton,  and  Master  Commandant  E.  R.  Shubrick,  who  were 
sent  out  in  the  brig  Porpoise,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant William  Ramsay,  to  make  the  required  examinations 
and  surveys.  After  having  made  those  examinations  and 
surveys,  the  commissioners  have  returned  to  New  York. 
Their  report,  as  soon  as  received,  will  be  communicated,  as 
required  by  the  resolution.  By  your  directions,  also,  a  board 
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htti  been  constituted,  consisting  of  Commodore  Charles 
6tewBi1>  Commodore  Alexander  J.  Dallas,  and  Captain  W. 
C.  Beaton,  aided  by  a  competent  engineer,  to  examine  the 
navy  yard  at  PenaacOla,  and  to  prepare  plans  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  same.  These  comroissioners  have  completed  their 
examinations  and  plans,  the  result  of  which  will  be  submit- 
ted to  you  in  a  separate  report,  for  your  consideration  and 
approval. 

Under  the  act  of  the  30th  of  June,  1834,  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  make  experiments  for  the  safety 
of  the  steam  engine,  and  appropriating  five  thousand  dol- 
lars for  that  purpose,  the  memorial  of  John  C.  F.  Salomons, 
presenting  a  plui  of  a  steam  boiler  composed  of  inverted 
arches,  which  he  has  invented,  and  which  he  considers  as 
superior  to  the  eommon  cylindrical  boiler,  was  referred  to 
me  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

On  the  assurance  of  Mr.  Salomons  that  the  sum  of  four 
handled  dollars  would  be  amply  sufficient  for  making  all 
the  experiments  necessaiy  for  testing  the  value  of  his  alleged 
iminovement,  I  directed  that  sum  to  be'expended  in  making 
and  preparing  two  boilers  under  his  immediate  superinten- 
dence: one  a  common  cylindrical  boiler,  the  other  upon 
bis  plan  of  inverted  arches.  Experi&ents  were  made  upon 
these  boilers  in  February  last,  near  the  eastern  front  of  the 
Capitol,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  the  members 
of  Congress  and  others;  but  without  any  satisfactory  result. 

Mr.  Salomons  requested  me  to  make  further  experiments 
upon  these  boilers,  which  I  declined,  but  permitted  him  to 
have  the  use  of  the  boilers  for  making  such  experiments  as 
he  might  think  proper,  so  that  if  there  is  any  value  in  his 
alleged  improvement,  he  has  the  means  of  showing  it  at  the 
public  expense. 

The  sum  of  $519  75  was  heretofore  expended  under  this 
act  in  testing  Mr.  Phillips's  supposed  improvement  in  steam 
boilers,  as  stated  in  my  last  report,  which,  added  to  the 
sum  expended  on  Mr.  Salomons's  supposed  improvement, 
amounts  to  $919  75,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  the 
appropriation  of  $4,080  25. 

By  the  statement  marked  U,  hereto  annexed,  it  will  ap- 
pear that  of  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade  there  remains  in  the  Treasury  a 
balance  of  $11,413  58. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MAHLON  DICKERSON. 


REPORT  OF  THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

Post  OrricB  Dbfabtmkjtt, 

December  5,  1836. 

To  the  Presidbwt  of  the  United  States.- 

Sir:  In  his  report  of  last  year,  the  undersigned  stated 
the  post  roads  of  the  United  States  to  be  about  112,774 
miles  in  extent,  and  the  annual  transportation  of  the  mails 
upon  them  equal  to  about  25,869,486  miles. 

On  the  1st  July  last,  the  post  roads  were  about  1 18,264 
miles  in  extent,  and  the  annual  transportation  of  the  mails 
was  at  the  rate  of  27,578,620  miles,  viz: 

On  horses  and  in  sulkies,  -        8, 29 1 ,  504 

In  stages,  -  -  -       17,408,820 

In  steamboats  and  railroad  cars,         1,878,296 

Within  the  quarter  ending  30th  September  last,  improve- 
ments were  ordered  on  old  mail  routes,  increasing  the  rate 
of  annual  transportation  375,824  miles — 306,592  miles  of 
which  was  in  stages.  Of  the  routes  established  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  912  miles  have  been  put  under  con- 
tract, adding  140,000  miles  of  annual  transportation. 

An  express  mail  has  been  started  within  the  last  month 
from  Philadelphia  to  Mobile,  a  distance  of  1,230  miles,  add- 
ing to  the  rate  of  annual  transportation  895,440. 

The  rate  of  annual  transportation  at  this  time  is  little 
short  of  29,000,000  miles. 


Of  the  new  routes,  80,557  miles  remain  to  be  put  in  op- 
eration, which  will  add  to  the  annual  service  8,487,788 
miles. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  First  Assistant  Post- 
master General,  marked  (1,)  will  give  this  information 
more  in  detail. 

The  number  of  post  offices  in  the  United  States  on  the 
1st  July,  1835,  was  10,770;  on  the  Ist  July,  1636,  it  was 
11,091;  and  on  the  1st  instant,  11,100. 

During  the  year  ending  30th  June  last,  666  post  offices 
were  established,  345  discontinued,  and  diere  were  1,844 
changes  of  postmasters. 

The  number  of  post  offices  will  be  greatly  increased  in 
the  coming  year,  in  consequence  of  the  great  extension  of 
mail  routes. 

The  accruing  revenue  of  the  Department,  for  the  year 
ending  30th  June  last,  according  to  statements  from  the 
Auditor's  office,  was  as  follows,  viz: 
From  letter  postages,       -  -  -$3,010,249  43 

From  newspapers  and  pamphlets,  -       376,217  13 

From  fines,         .  .  -  -  8,064  63 

Estimated  for  deficient  returns,  -  -  8,934  00 


Totel 


The  engagements  and  liabilities  of  the . 
Department  for  the  same  year,  were  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 
For  transportation  of  the 

mails,      -            -  $1,688,051  76 
Compensation  of  post 

masters,  -            -  812,802  67 
Ship,  steamboat,  and 

way  letters,          -  26,470  76 

Wrapping-paper,    -  16,013  82 

Office  furniture,      -  3,508  35 

Advertising,            -  22,596  43 

Mail  bags,  -             -  24,837  44 

Blanks,      -            -  27,029  06 
Mail  locks  and  keys 

and  stamps,  5,887  07 
Mail      depredations 

and  special  agents  5,113  13 

Clerks  for  offices,    -  122,933  85 

Miscellaneous,        -  81,389  93 
Estimated  for  claims 

not  presented,     -  20,000  00 


-  $3,898,455  19 


2,756,623  76 


Excess  of  revenue  over  engagements  and 


liabilities. 


-      $642,831  43 


In  the  report  of  last  year  the  excess  was  estimated  at 
$476,227;  but  the  revenue  was  $105,763  19  more  than 
the  estimate,  and  the  expenditure  $60,841  24  less,  which 
accounts  for  the  difference. 

The  revenue  of  the  last  exceeds  that  of  the  preceding 
year,  $404,878  53,  equal  to  13}  per  cent  increase. 

The  general  condition  of  the  Department  on  the   Ist 
July  last,  is  shown  by  statements  from  the  Auditor's  office, 
to  have  been  as  follows,  viz: 
Due    to    the    Department 

prior  to  Ist  July,  1835,  -  $602,482  40 
Deduct  for  bad  and  doubt- 
ful debts,  -         -  -     131,327  38 

■     $471,155  04 

Due  to  the  Department  for  the  year  ending 

June  30,    1836,  -  -  -       590,111  61 

Cash  in  bank  1st  July,  1836,  -  .       192,005  46 

Due  from  the  Treasury  for  extra  clerk-hire,         22,419  81 
Estimated  for  deficient  returns',       -  -  8,934  00 


Total  available  means,    - 


-    1,284,625  82 
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Total  available  means,  $1,284,625  82 
Due  firom  the  Department — 
accruing  prior  to  let  July, 
1835,     -  -  -     $76,642  93 

Accruing   'within   the   year 

ending  30th  June  last,    -     546,240  88 
Estimate  of  claims  not  pre- 
sented, say         -  -      20,000  00 

642,783  81 


Balance  in  favor  of  Department, 


$641,842  01 


The  suspended  claims,  a  part  of  which  has  been  paid,  are 
not  included  in  these  statements. 

Of  the  old  debts,  there  was  paid  out  of  the  revenue  of  the 
year  ending  30th  June  last,  the  sum  of  $466,376. 

As  anticipated  in  the  last  report,  the  bank  debt  was  paid 
off  in  April  last.  The  cash  in  bank  has  since  rapidly  ac- 
cumulated, and  on  the  1st  of  November  last  was  $550,000. 
Deducting  all  outstanding  warrants  it  was  $503,721  11. 
The  sum  of  $83,278  has  since  been  paid  to  Messrs.  Stock- 
ton and  Stokes,  on  the  award  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury; but  notwithstanding  this  payment,  and  a  great  exten- 
sion of  mail  service,  it  is  estimated  that  the  cash  in  bank 
wrill  exceed  $600,000  before  the  1st  day  of  May  next. 

The  accounts  of  postmasters  are  rendered,  and  the  quar- 
terly balances  paid  by  them  with  admirable  promptitude. 
There  are  1,010  post  offices,  yielding  about  $382,000,  after 
deducting  the  compensation  of  postmasters  and  otlier  char- 
ges paid  by  them,  which  deposite  their  nett  income  in  bank 
weekly  or  monthly  during  each  quarter  or  within  iifteen 
days  after  its  close.  There  are  9,888  offices,  yielding  a 
nett  revenue  of  $222,000  quarterly,  which  are  directed  to 
pay  their  proceeds  to  contractors  immediately  after  the  close 
of  each  quarter.  The  number  of  offices  directed  to  retain 
their  funds  until  drawn  upon  is  141,  yielding  about  $8, 600 
quarterly.  The  balances  of  the  offices  are  special,  and  pay 
directly  to  those  who  carry  the  mails  to  them  for  the  pro- 
ceeds, except  a  few  new  offices  and  others  which  are  not 
yet  arranged  under  cither  denomination.  From  an  exami- 
nation of  actual  results,  the  undersigned  is  warranted  in 
saying  that  more  than  ninety-Jive  per  cent,  of  the  revenue 
of  this  Department  is  collected  within  thirty  days  after  the 
close  of  the  quarters  in  which  it  accrues,  without  any  ex- 
pense therefor  whatsoever. 

By  an  examination  of  a  portion  of  the  quarterly  accounts, 
it  appears  that  the  increase  of  revenue  for  the  quarter  end- 
ing on  tbe  30th  September  last,  over  the  conesponding 
quarter  of  last  year,  was  about  sixteen  per  cent.  The  ratio 
will  probably  be  as  large  during  the  whole  year,  especially 
as  the  improvements,  the  express  mail,  and  the  new  routes, 
will  produce  a  considerable  augmentation.  For  safety, 
however,  it  may  be  estimated  at  fifteen  per  cent.;  yielding 
a  revenue  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1837,  amounting 
to  $3,908,222. 

During  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1 838,  the  new  routes 
and  other  improvements  in  the  mail  service  will  doubtless 
produce  a  decided  effect  on  the  income  of  the  Department, 
and  it  may  be  reasonably  anticipated  that  there  will  be  an 
advance  of  at  least  fifteen  per  cent,  over  that  of  the  current 
year.  If  this  anticipation  be  realized,  the  revenue  of  that 
year,  at  the  present  rates  of  postage,  will  be  about  $4,4  94,- 
000,  exceeding  the  estimated  curreftt  rate  of  expenditure  at 
its  commencement,  about  $688,000;  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  Department  will  have  a  surplus  of  cash  in  bank  before 
the  Ist  of  August  next,  exceeding  $700,000. 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  estimates,  the  undersigned 
does  not  hesitate  to  recommend  a  revision  of  the  present 
rates  of  postage,  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  of  July  next,  with 
a  view  to  a  reduction  of  about  twenty  per  cent.  To  this 
end  he  suggests  the  following  scale  of  letter  posta<;es,  in 
lieu  of  the  present,  viz: 


75  miles  and  under, 
150  miles  and  over  75, 
300  miles  and  over  150,    - 
600  miles  and  over  300,    - 
Over  600  miles. 


5  cents, 
10  do. 
15  do. 
20  do. 
25  do. 


No  better  plan  than  the  present  suggests  itself  in  relation 
to  charges  of  double,  triple,  and  quadruple  postage,  end 
postage  by  weight. 

From  its  simplicity  this  scale  will  be  easily  remembi^ed. 
It  proposes  to  introduce  the  Federal  currency,  renders  cop- 
per coins  unnecessary  in  making  change,  and  saves  the  kids 
to  the  people  arising  from  fractions.  It  will  reduce  the  labor 
now  required  in  msddng  up  and  examining  postmasters*  ac- 
counts about  one-fourth. 

If  the  proposed  scale  of  letter  postages  shall  be  adopted, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  raise  the  lowest  rate  of  commission^ 
to  enable  the  postmasters  at  the  large  offices  to  carry  on 
their  business. 

The  propriety  of  placing  gold  coins  sent  by  mail  on  the 
same  footing  as  bank  notes,  is  suggested. 

Great  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  newspaper  busi- 
ness of  the  country  since  the  present  rates  of  postage  were 
established.  Newspapers  have  not  only  increased  in  num- 
ber, but  many  of  them  have  grown  to  an  inordinate  size. 
Postage,  however,  is  the  same,  whether  the  newspaper  be 
great  or  small.  If  not  carried  over  100  miles  and  out  of  the 
State  where  printed,  it  is  one  cent;  if  out  of  the  Stale  and 
over  100  miles,  1^  cent.  The  policy  of  reducing  the  rate^ 
of  newspapers,  generally,  is  doubted.  They  constitute  in 
weight  probably  two- thirds  of  the  mails,  are  in  many  parts 
of  the  country  difficult  of  transportation,  and  produce  num- 
berless failures.  These  considerations  would  be  of  no  mo- 
ment, if  it  were  really  necessary  that  large  quantities  of 
newspapers  should  be  transported  from  one  end  of  the  Union 
to  the  other,  as  means  of  instructing  and  enlightening  the 
public  mind;  but  that  office  can  be  as  well  performed  by  the 
local  presses  as  by  newspapers  from  a  distance.  To  reduce 
the  postage  on  newspapers  below  the  actual  cost  of  carrying 
them,  would  be  to  tax  the  correspondence  of  the  country 
generally,  for  the  benefit  of  the  large  newspaper  establish- 
ments in  the  principal  cities,  to  the  injury  of  all  the  distant 
and  country  presses.  Such  a  measure  is  not  believed  to  be 
consistent  with  sound  principle  or  good  policy.  It  is  not 
sound  principle  to  tax  the  business  of  one  portion  of  the 
people  for  the  benefit  of  another  portion.  It  is  not  good 
policy  to  aid  the  large  city  establishments  in  monopolizing 
the  newspaper  circulation,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  local  and 
country  presses.  But  there  is  justice  and  good  policy  io 
graduating  the  postage  on  newspapers  according  to  the  size 
and  weight  of  the  matter  to  be  conveyed.  The  following 
scale  of  newspaper  postages  is,  therefore,  suggested  in  lieu 
of  the  present,  viz: 

Size  of  newspaper.  Rates  of  postage, 

rCarried  not  ovcr*^  Carried  over  200 

Containing  550  sq.  /      200  miles,  nor  (      miles,  and  out 

inches  or  under,  i      out  of  the  State,  j      of  the  State, 

\_  i  cent.  J  1  cent, 

980  sq.  inches  and  C     j  jj      ?     j„         ,^^„ 

over  550  (_  > 

Over  920  sq.  inches       do.  IJdo.  do.         2   do. 

If  these  rates  were  reduced  one-half  it  would  not  materi- 
ally diminish  the  means  of  the  Department,  provided  the 
entire  newspaper  postage  were  paid  in  advance.  So  great 
an  innovation  would  probably  be  inexpedient;  but  when  edi- 
tors will  pay  in  advance  the  postage  of  their  whole  impres- 
sion sent  by  mail,  the  Postmaster  General  might  be  safely 
authorized  to  accept  one- half  of  the  foregoing  rates. 

Single  newspapers  are  now  extensively  used,  through 
various  devices  and  conventional  signs,  to  answer  the  pur- 
pose of  letters,  and  evade  the  payment  of  postage.  It  would 
check  this  abuse  if  they  were  in  all  Cciscs  subject  to  double 
postage,  to  be  paid  in  advance. 
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The  postage  on  periodical  pamphlets  may  be  advantage- 
ously regulated  upon  the  same  principles  as  tliose  suggested 
for  newspapers,  and  reduced  to  the  lowest  rates  which  will 
pay  for  their  transportation.  If  a  preference  be  given  to  any 
thing  it  should  be  to  works  on  agriculture,  science,  and  the 
mechanic  arts;  but  the  principle  is  believed  to  be  a  good 
one  in  relation  to  the  mails,  that  every  thing  shall  pay  its 
own  way. 

Fugitive  pamphlets  may  with  propriety  be  subjected  to 
double  postage,  always  paid  in  advance. 

The  proposed  revision  of  postages,  if  taken  as  a  whole, 
would  reduce  the  income  of  the  Department  from  two  to 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  below  its  estimated  expen- 
ditures; but  the  surplus  on  hand  will  sustain  it  until  the 
regular  increase  of  revenue  will  cover  the  difference. 

The  franking  piivilege  has  been  so  far  extended,  and  is 
by  many  so  tmscrupulously  used,  as  to  constitute  an  abuse 
which  requires  coirection.  Some  who  possess  it  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  cover  the  correspondence  of  their  friends  and  neigh- 
bors with  their  franks,  in  direct  contravention  of  the  laws. 
A  wilful  violation  by  postmasters,  when  made  known  to  the 
Department,  is  punished  by  instant  removal  from  office; 
but  public  officers  of  higher  dignity,  though  more  criminal, 
cannot  be  reached  by  the  same  authority.  Violations  of  law 
in  this  respect  by  tho^e  who  are  under  pre-eminent  obliga- 
tions to  set  examples  of  obedience  to  its  precepts,  are  believed 
to  be  diminishing,  and  there  is  ground  to  hope  that  they 
will  soon  measurably  cease.  The  justiceN)r  policy  of  the 
privilege  in  the  extent  now  legally  authorized,  perhaps  it 
does  not  become  the  undersigned  officially  to  discuss. 

An  amendment  of  the  law  is  necessary  in  reference  to 
the  mode  of  making  contracts  with  railroad  companies. 
The  law  prescribing  the  manner  of  making  mail  contracts 
generally,  presupposes  the  existence  of  competition  in  bid- 
ding, and  is  adapted  to  the  existing  state  of  things  on  all 
routes  where  the  mails  are  carried  on  horseback  or  in  stages. 
But  the  reason  of  the  law  is  not  applicable  to  most  cases 
where  railroad  service  is  required,  because  there  is  no  com- 
petition. To  advertise  for  service  on  such  lines  is  a  mock- 
ery. Either  the  Department  must  give  what  the  companies 
choose  to  demand,  or  the  compensation  must  be  adjusted  by 
negotiation  before  advertisement  or  afterwards.  Practically^ 
the  power  of  the  Postmaster  General  as  to  the  amount  to  be 
paid,  is  unlimited,  because  he  is  authorized  to  accept  the 
lowest  offer,  however  enormous.  It  is  desirable  that  this 
power  shall  be  limited  by  a  law  prescribing  some  fixed  basis 
upon  which  all  such  contracts  shall  be  made.  None  presents 
itself  so  equitable  as  the  weight  of  the  mails  to  be  convey- 
ed. An  act  fixing  a  reasenable  rate  per  pound  for  carrying 
the  mails  a  given  distance  would  operate  as  a  restriction 
upon  the  power  of  the  Postmaster  General,  whilst  it  Would 
undoubtedly  facilitate  the  making  of  arrangements  with  the 
railroad  companies.  At  present  the  views  of  the  Department 
and  those  of  most  of  the  companies  differ  so  widely  as  to  the 
amount  which  ought  to  be  paid,  as  to  render  hopeless  any 
present  propect  of  to  adjustment.  If  the  price  were  limited 
by  law  the  companies  would  expect  no  more,  and  the  De- 
partment would  not  refuse  to  pay  it.  To  secure  the  advan- 
tages of  competition  where  it  exists,  the  pratice  of  adverti- 
sing might  be  continued,  and  the  contracts  assigned,  as  in 
other  cases,  to  the  lowest  bidder. 

A  few  of  the  railroad  companies  have  exhibited  a  dispo- 
sition to  carry  the  mails  at  prices  deemed  reasonable.  The 
most  important  of  these  is  the  Camden  and  Amboy  com- 
pany. The  managers  of  that  road,  justly  considering  their 
interests  as  best  secured  by  accommodating  the  public  and 
the  Government  on  liberal  terms,  have  undertaken  to  con- 
vey the  mails  in  a  manner  and  at  a  price  which  are  highly 
satisfactory.  The  Petersburg  and  Roanoke  company  have 
evinced  a  like  disposition,  as  have  some  others. 

To  render  the  Department  measurably  independent  of  the 
railroads  and  accomplish  other  important  results,  an  express 


mail  has  been  started  on  the  great  mail  line  between  New 
York  and  New  Orleans.  From  New  York  to  Philadelphia, 
and  from  Mobile  to  New  Orleans,  it  is  merged  in  the  great 
mail  carried  in  railroad  cars  and  steamboats.  The  great  mail 
is  12  days  and  17  hours,  according  to  contract,  in  going 
from  New  York  to  Mobile,  and  12  days  12.  hours  return- 
ing. The  express  mail  is  5  days  1 7  hours  going  from 
New  York  to  Mobile,  and  5  days  23  hours  returning.  One 
day  is  occupied  in  transporting  the  mails  between  Mobile 
and  New  Orleans. 

The  success  of  this  experiment  is  not  doubted,  and  the 
size  of  the  mail  already  affords  an  assurance  that  it'  will 
produce  an  income  more  than  sufficient  to  support  it 

This  mail  leaves  far  behind  all  news  conveyed  upon  rail- 
roads, or  by  any  other  means. 

It  will  give  unprecedented  activity  to  commercial  trans- 
actions between  the  North  and  the  South.  New  York  com- 
municates with  New  Orleans  in  half  the  usual  time;  all  en- 
terprises are  expedited;  the  whole  intervening  country,  and 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  will  feel  the  impulse. 

The  editors  and  people  of  New  Orleans  will  receive  the 
news  from  New  York  in  less  than  half  the  time  it  has  here- 
tofore  occupied  in  the  transit.  The  editors  will  have  the 
advantage  of  being  the  original  dispensers  of  the  news  to 
their  subscribers:  and  the  people  will  obtain  it  through  their 
own  papers,  without  postage,  five  or  six  days  sooner  than 
it  can  reach  them  in  the  New  York  pllpers,  with  postage. 
The  editors  and  people  along  the  whole  route,  and  to  the 
right  and  left,  will  participate  in  the  same  advantages  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree.  On  the  other  hand,  ttie  circulation 
in  the  South  of  newspapers  from  the  principal  cities  of  the 
North  will  undoubtedly  be  diminished.  This  injury  is 
more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  benefits  secured  to  the 
local  establishments;  and  if  it  were  not,  it  is  not  to  be  brought 
in  competition  with  the  advantages  of  an  earlier  transmis- 
sion and  dissemination  of  commercial  and  other  intelligence. 
No  measures  should  be  taken  with  a  view  to  injure  the  great 
city  establishments;  but  it  would  be  unreasonable  and  unjust 
in  the  Department  to  withhold  information  from  the  people 
of  the  South  because  it  cannot  carry  with  equal  expedition 
the  cumbrous  sheets  of  the  Northern  newspaper  presses.  It 
is,  and  doubtless  will  continue  to  be,  the  poUcy  of  the  De- 
partment not  to  send  the  news  vrith  less  expedition,  but  to 
bring  the  whole  mail  to  the  speed  of  the  express  as  fast  as 
it  can  secure  continuous  railroccd  or  steamboat  transport- 
ation. 

The  undersigned  confidently  believes  it  will  be  found 
expedient  within  the  coming  year  to  start  express  mails 
from  Washington  city,  along  the  route  of  the  national  road, 
to  St.  Louis;  from  New  Orleans,  through  Nashville,  Lou* 
isville,  and  Cincinnati,  to  connect  above  with  the  great 
Eastern  and  Western  route;  and  from  Boston,  through 
Albany,  to  Buf&lo,  New  York.  Such  mails  on  these 
routes  he  believes  would  immediately  support  themselves, 
and  give  an  activity  to  business  and  correspondence  in 
every  direction,  which  would  much  enhance  the  general 
revenues  of  the  Department,  and  promote  public  intelli- 
gence and  prosperity.  But  should  experience  or  reflection 
lead  to  the  conviction  that  these  enterprises  will  not  pro- 
duce an  increase  of  revenue  sufficient  to  support  them,  they 
will  not  be  undertaken. 

The  attention  of  the  undersigned  has  been  urgently  call- 
ed, by  the  Deputy  Postmaster  General  of  the  British  North 
American  Provinces,  to  the  insecurity  of  correspondence 
carried  on  through  the  packet-ships  between  Canada  and 
the  United  States  on  the  one  side,  and  the  British  isles  on 
the  other.  Valuable  letters  and  packets  sent  from  Canada 
through  the  port  of  New  York,  and  from  various  parts  of 
the  United  States,  never  reach  their  destination.  The  only 
effectual  remedy  which  suggests  itself  is  a  regular  mail 
across  the  ocean,  and  a  connexion  between  the  post  offices 
of  the  two  countries.     By  a  reciprocal  arrangement^  mails 


72 


APPENDIX— To  Gale$  Sf  Seaton's  Register. 


34th  Cosre.  2d  Sbsi.]    Documents  aecompanying  the  Presidents  Message, — Treasury  Report. 


might  be  interchanged  between  the  poet  offices  in  New 
York  and  Liverpool,  or  any  other  foreign  port,  to  be  con- 
veyed by  the  packets  or  other  vessels  vmder  contract.  The 
number  of  letters  now  crossing  the,  ocean  is  so-  great  that 
a  moderate  postage  on  them  would  pay  the  cost  of  their 
transportation.  There  is  scarcely  a  doubt  that  such  an  ar- 
rangement may  be  effected,  if  Congress  shall  think  it  expe- 
dient to  grant  the  necessary  power. 

The  object  of  authorizing  printers'  exchange-papers  to 
pass  in  the  mails  free  of  postage  would  be  further  promoted 
by  extending  the  privilege  to  exchanges  with  printers  in  for- 
eign countries — an  extension  which  is  desired  by  the  print- 
ers in  the  foreign  provinces  bordering  on  the  United  States, 
and  will  be  the  more  useful  if  the  proposed  interchange  of 
mails  with  post  offices  in  Europe  shall  be  authorized. 

The  building  in  which  the  Greneral  Post  Office  is  kept  is 
not  fire-proof,  and  its  valuable  books  and  papers  are  daily 
exposed  to  destruction.  With  such  ample  means  as  the 
Government  now  has  at  command,  the  undersigned  per- 
ceives no  good  reason  why  the  greatest  possible  security 
should  not  be  given  to  its  archives.  The  other  Executive 
departments  suffer  inconvenience  from  the  distance  of  the 
General  and  City  Post  Office;  and  since  the  passage  of  the 
late  law  which  connects  the  Post  Office  with  the  Treasury, 
and  makes  frequent  references  to  the  President  necessary, 
that  inconvenience  is  seriously  felt  by  the  Department 
itself. 

Annexed  will  b^  found  an  outline  of  the  organization  of 
the  Department  under  the  late  act  of  Congress. 

The  contract  office  is  overwhelmed  with  the  increase  of 
business  brought  upon  it  by  extensions  of  mail  service  and. 
the  new  routes.  lu  force  is  found  to  be  inadequate  to  the 
performance  of  its  duties,  and  it  requires  two  additional 
clerks— one  of  the  first  and  the  other  of  the  second  grade. 

The  appointment  office  has  a  sufficient  force  for  the  per- 
formance of  its  duties  with  accuracy  and  promptitude. 

The  duties  of  the  inspection  office  are  rapidly  extending, 
and  its  present  force  will  not  long  be  equal  to  their  per- 
formance. Its  chief  object  is  a  rigid  supervision  over  the 
rendition  of  postmasters'  accounts  and  the  performance  of 
contractors.  Conducted  with  system  and  energy,  it  will 
soon  be  felt  on  our  thousands  of  mail  routes  whenever  a 
delinquency  occurs.  Most  of  the  contractors  perform  their 
service  widi  great  fidelity  and  precision;  but  there  are  a 
few  (some  of  them  on  important  routes)  who  evade  their 
contract  obligations  whenever  they  have  a  temptation  to  do 
so,  relying  for  impunity  on  their  adroitness  in  making  ex- 
cuses, and  the  indulgence  of  the  Department.  They  will 
find  it  their  interest  to  fulfil  their  engagements  or  quit  the 
service.  In  some  parts  of  the  country  where  complaints  of 
irregular  mails  are  loudest,  the  fault  is  not  in  the  Depart- 
ment or  the  contractors,  but  in  the  roads.  The  Depart- 
ment is  obliged  to  use  such  roads  as  it  finds;  and  it  is  un- 
reasonable in  the  people  to  expect  regular  mails  unless  they 
will  make  good  roads. 

My  three  assistants  are  assiduouu  in  their  duties,  often 
by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  and,  in  relation  to  their  com- 
pensation, deserve  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

The  Auditor's  office  is  proceeding  with  vigor  to  accom- 
plish the  objects  of  its  creation.  The  disbursement  of  the 
post  office  funds  through  the  Treasury  (formerly  deemed 
impracticable)  is  effected  with  the  utmost  facility.  Post 
office  warrants  are  reduced  to  the  size  of  ordinary  bank 
checks,  and,  with  the  check  of  the  Treasurer  endorsed,  are 
remitted  with  the  same  ease,  and  answer  the  same  purpose. 
Without  the  inconvenience  of  specific  appropriations,  the 
accounts  of  the  Department  are  more  specific,  more  easily 
understood,  and  more  readily  examined,  than  those  of  any 
other  department  of  the  Government.  It  is  the  desire  of 
the  undersigned  (which  the  Auditor  has  shown  every  dis- 
position to  promote)  to  render  them  intelligible  to  any  one 
who  may  examine  ue  books. 


Difficulty  has  in  some  cases  been  experienced  in  renewing 
for  six  months  the  mail  contracts  which  will  expire  on  the 
Slst  instant,  under  the  authority  vested  in  the  Postmaster 
General  by  resolution  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  The 
object  of  the  resolution  was  to  facilitate  a  change  in  the 
commencement  of  the  contract  year.  To  promote  the  same 
object,  and  avoid  a  like  difficulty  in  relation  to  the  remain- 
ing contracts,  power  is  asked  to  let  them  in  the  usual  mode 
for  four  years  and  a  half,  which  will  lead  to  the  same 
result. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 


REPORT  PROM  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE 
TREASURY,  ON  THE  FINANCES. 

^    TnsisuBT  DepabtxeVt, 

December  6,  1836. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  <<  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Department,"  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasuiy  respectfully  submits  to  Congress  the 
following  report: 

I. — Of  the  Public  Revenue  and  Eacpenditures. 

It  is  believed  that  the  whole  amount  of  money  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  applicable  to  public 
purposes,  will  be  about  $41,723,959. 

This  conclusion  rests  in  part  on  what  has  been  actually 
ascertained,  and  in  part  on  estimates. 
Thus,  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the 

Istof  January,  1835,  wa3        -  -  |8, 892,856  42 

The  receipts  from  all  sources  during  that 

year  were         -  -  ...  35,430,087 10 

Viz: 
From  customs   -  -  $19,391,310  59 

From  lands        -  -     14,767,600  75 

From  dividends  and  sales 

of  bank  stock  -  569,280  82 

From  incidental  items    -  195,56198 

From  Neapolitan  indemnity       516,332  96 


Those,  with  the  above  balance,  make  an 

aggregate  of    -  -  -  $44,322,945  62 

The  expenditures  on  all  objects  during  the  • 

year  1 835  were  -  -  -  1 7, 573, 14 1  58 

Viz: 

On  civil  list, foreign  intercourse,  and  miscel- 
laneous objecU  -  -  -     3,721,261  60 

Neapolitan  awards  ...        508,436  93 

Military  senice, including  fortifications,  dec.    9,420,312  69 

Naval  service,  including  gradual  improve- 
ment -----    3,864,939  06 

Public  debt  -  -  -  -  58,19128 

For  the  details  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  in  the 

year  1835,  reference  is  made  to  the  annual  account  there- 
of, which  is  this  day  submitted  to  Congress  in  a  separate 

communication. 

The  balance  left  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st 

of  January,  1836,  was,  therefore      -    $26,749,803  96 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  1 836, 

as  ascertained  and  estimated,  will  be  about  47, 69 1, 898  00 

Of  these,  the  receipts  during  the  first  three 
quarters  are  ascertained  to  have  been     -  38,141,898  04 
Viz: 

From  customs    -  -$17,523,15179 

From  lands.       -  -    20,048,929  88 

Dividends  and  sales  of  U. 


8.  Bank  stock 
Incidental  items,  includ- 
ing excess  of  repayments 
on  account  of  public  debt, 
as  hereafter  stated 


292,676  67 


247,139  70 
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This  does  not  embrace  the  receipts  in  trust  on  account  of 
the  Chickasaw  Indians. 

Of  those  receipts  and  their  investment,  besides  the  expen- 
ditares  from  them,  a  report  wiJl  forthwith  be  laid  before 
Congress,  in  conformity  to  treaties  and  acts  of  Congress 
carrying  those  treaties  into  eAect. 

Neither  does  it  embrace  the  receipts  on  account  of  the 
Post  Office  and  Patent  Office,  of  which,  as  well  as  the  ex- 
penditures on  the  same  accounts,  separate  statements  are 
kept,  in  conformity  to  the  late  laws,  and  will  bo  rendered 
by  the  proper  officers. 

Nor  does  it  includ(»  what  has  been  received  in  trust  the 
present  year  for  the  claimants  under  the  French,  Neapoli- 
tan, and  Spanish  treaties. 

A  separate  account  will  be  exhibited  in  this  report,  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  from  those  sources,  in  order  to 
avoid  complexity  and  ambiguity  in  the  statement  of  the 
general  receipts  and  expenditures  in  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment alone. 
The  receipts  during  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  present  year, 

it  is  computed,  will  be  about    -  -  ^9,650,000  00 

These,  with  the  balance  on  the  Ist  of  Jan- 
uary, 1836,  form  an  aggregate  of  -  74,441,702  00 
The  expenditures  during  the  year  1838  are 

ascertained  and  estimated  to  be  -  31,435,032  00 

Of  these,  the  amount  during  the  first  three 

quarters  is  ascertained  to  have  been      -  20,791,372  16 
Viz: 
On  civil  list,  foreign  intercourse,  and  mis- 
cellaneous       ....     3,850,101  55 
Military  service,  including  fortifications,  &c.  1 3,0 1 0, 06 1  69 
Naval  service,  ^c.  ...     3,9Sl,2p9  02 

Public  debt,  less  than  the  repayments  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  as  n^eafter  explained. 

For  the  details  of  all  these  and  the  incidental  receipts 
during  those  three  quarters,  reference  is  made  to  the  exhib- 
it annexed,  A  1  and  2. 

The  expenditures  for  the  fourth  quarter,  as  computed  by 
the  proper  Departments,  will  be  $10,643,660;  but  which, 
it  is  thought  by  me,  will  probably  fall  short  of  that  amount. 
This  will  leave  on  hand,  the  Ist  of  January,  1837,  an  esti- 
mated balance  of  $43,005,669.  From  this,  if  the  dimin- 
ished sum  of  $1,080, 000  for  unavailable  funds  bo  deducted, 
the  available  balance  of  money  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1837, 
would  be  $41,925,669. 

But,  beside  the  charges  already  imposed  on  this  balance 
by  appropriations  for  public  purposes  still  unpaid,  and  which 
will  soon  be  adverted  to,  there  is  in  fact  included  in  it  about 
$201,710,  which  was  paid  into  the  Treasury,  chiefly  in 
former  years,  from  private  sources  alone,  and  for  private  or 
specific  purposes,  and  which  neither  accrued  from  the  usual 
sources  of  public  revenue,  nor  ever  belonged  to  the  General 
Government,  except  to  fulfil  the  particular  trusts  under 
which  it  was  received  in  behalf  of  others. 

A  schedule  of  those  items  and  sums,  on  the  1st  of  De 
comber,  1836,  is  annexed,  (B.)   Deduct  their  amount  from 
the  available  balance  of  $41,925,669,  and  only  about 
$41,723,959  would  remain  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  ap- 
plicable to  the  general  purposes  of  the  Government. 

To  this  deduction  would  be  subjoined  another,  had  not 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  connected  with  certain  sub- 
jects during  the  present  year,  or  portions  of  it,  been  kept 
distinct,  for  reasons  Wore  indicated. 

Thus,  the  roceipta  on  account  of  the  Post  Ofilce,  which, 
under  the  new  organization,  are  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and 
kept  distinct,  have,  isince  it  took  efiiect,  being  the  last  half 
of  the  year,  been  ascertained  and  computed  to  be  about 
$1,076,872,  including  near  $410,472  that  had  been  col- 
lected previously;  and  the  expenditures  have  been  about 
$562,952,  leaving  a  balance  on  hand  at  tlieend  of  the  year 
of  about  $513,920,  as  will  be  more  particularly  exhibited 
by  the  head  of  that  Department 
Vot.  XIII— iC 


The  receipts  on  account  of  the  Patent  OfHce  since  its  new 
organization,  for  the  present  year,  have  also  been  ascer- 
tained and  computed  to  be  about  $16, 828,  the  expenditures 
chargeable  to  them  about  $7,241,  and  the  balance  about 
$9,587,  as  will  be  more  particularly  shown  by  the  report  of 
the  proper  officer. 

Besides  these  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  in  trust  from 
the  treaties  of  indemnity  with  France,  Naples,  and  Spain, 
have  been  about  $3, 765, 994,  and  the  payments  to  the  claim  • 
ants  about  $3, 663,988,  leaving  a  balance  of  about  $102,026 
still  uncalled  for  or  unadjusted. 

The  particulars  of  these  will  more  fully  appear  in  the  gen- 
eral annual  exhibit  of  all  the  receipts  and  expenditures. 

Lastly,  the  receipts  into  the  Treasiu'y  on  account  of  the 
Chickasaw  Indians,  have  been  about  $639, 252,  the  expen- 
ditures by  investment  and  otherwise,  about  $577,675,  and 
the  balance  on  hand  is  about  $9l,li74. 

I'he  detailed  accoimt  of  these  and  the  other  transactions 
\n  their  behalf,  will  be,  as  remarked  in  a  former  portion  of 
this  report,  immediately  presented  iii  a  separate  communi- 
cation to  Congress. 

The  charges  already  imposed  on  the  general  balance  of 
$41,723,959,  by  means  of  current  and  permanent  appro- 
priations, which  it  is  expected  will  not  be  expended  till  after 
the  1st  of  January  next,  amount  to  $14,636,062. 

Of  this  sum  it  is  computed  that  $3,013,389  can  be  ap- 
plied in  aid  of  the  appropriations  for  the  ensuing  year,  with- 
out reapproprlation,  and  that  $195,183  will  be  carried  to 
the  surplus  fund,  leaving  $1 1,427,490,  which  will  probably 
be  required  to  accomplish  the  objects  contemplated  in  the 
acts  of  Congress. 

Deduct  this  remaining  cliarge  of  $14,440,879  from  the 
balance  estimated  to  be  on  hand  on  the  1st  of  January,  1837, 
and  the  sum  of  $27,283,080  would  be  left  to  be  appropriated 
by  Congress  towards  new  or  former  objects. 
II. — Of  the  Expenditures  fur  the  Public  Debt,  and  its 
present  condition. 
Before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congretis,  at  the  last 
session,  on  the  subject  of  the  public  debt,  the  money  which 
had  previously  been  deposited  by  the  Commissioners  of  the' 
Sinking  Fund  in  the  United  States  Bank  for  the  payment 
of  the  residue  of  it  was,  under  their  direction,  repaid  intq 
the  Treasury,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $136,773  01. 

Since  that  event,  and  the  suspension  of  the  duties  of  the 
Commissioners,  this  Department,  by  virtue  of  the  above  act, 
has  caused  all  those  portions  of  the  public  debt  outstanding 
and  presented  for  payment  to  be  promptly  discharged. 

The  payments  made  since  the  Ist  of  January  last,  have 
been  as  follows,  viz: 

On  the  funded  debt,  towards  principal  -   $46,405  72 

Towards  interest     -  -  -  -       3, 139  09 


Making,  in  all,  the  sum  of  -  -   $49,544  81 

There  still  remains  of  the  fmidcd  debt  unclaim- 
ed and  undisdiarged — ^principal  about       -   $90,367  00 
An  interest,  vrith  dividends,  about  -  -    250,416  00 

A  small  unfunded  debt  of  $37,440  55  also  re- 
mains, which  may  hereafter  be  claimed,  on 
which  has  been  paid  during  the  past  year, 
including  $16  07  for  interest  on  Treasury 
notes,  the  sum  of  -  -  -  88  67 

It  consists  of  claims  registered  prior  to  1798, 
for  services  and  supplies  during  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  equal  to       -  -  -      27,835  46 
Treasuiy  notes  isaued  during  the  war  of  1812       5,735  00 
And  Misnasippi  stock          ...       4,320  09 

III. — Of  the  Estimates  of  the  Public  Revenue  andExpen^ 
dUuresfor  the  year  1887. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  all  sources  during  1837 
are  estimated  at  $24,000,000,  viz: 
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From  cuBtomi    -  -  $16,500,000  00 

From  lands        -  -       6,000,000  00 

From  bank  stock  -      2,000,000  00 

Miscellaneous,   including 
.     interest  from  dep. banks,         500,000  00 


To  these  add  the  balance  of  available  funds 
in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1837,  estimated,  as  computed,  for  pub- 


24,000,000  00 


-  41,723,959  00 


$65,728,959  00 


lie  purposes,  at 

And  they  make  an  aggregate  of  - 

The  expenditures  for  all  objects,  ordinary  and  extraordi- 
naiy,  in  1837,  including  the  contingent  of  only  $1,000,000 
for  usual  excesses  in  appropriations  beyond  the  estimates, 
are  computed  at  $26, 755, 83 1 ,  provided  the  unexpended  ap  • 
propriation  at  the  end  of  this  and  the  next  year  remain 
about  equal. 

Thus,  the  new  and  permanent  appropriations  chargeable 
to  1837,  for  specified  purposes,  whether  ordinary  or  ex- 
traordinary, and  including  what  can  be  used  without  reap- 
propriation,  are  computed  at        -              $25,755,831 00 
Of  these,  the  permanent  appropriations  al- 
ready made  are  estimated  at     -            -    2,347,000  00 
The  existing  appropriations,  which  will  not 
be  required  for  the  service  of  1836,  and 
which  it  is  proposed  to  apply  in  aid  of 
1887,  amount  to          -            -            -     3,013,889  00 
The  new  appropriations  that  will  be  need- 
ed for  1837  are  estimated  to  amount,  in 
all,  to              -            -            -            -  20,354,442  00 
The  latter  are  divided  among  the  different  branches  of 
the  public  service  as  follows,  vu: 
CivU,  foreign  intercourse,  and  miscellane- 
ous      $2,925,671  00 

Military  service,  &c.       -  -  -  10,758,431  00 

Naval  service,  &c.  -  -  -    6,670,341  00 

The  details  of  the  above  estimates  are  exhibited  in  a  docu- 
ment from  the  Register's  office,  which  this  Department  has 
the  honor  to  lay  before  the  House  of  Representatives  to-day 
in  a  separate  communication. 

To  these  have  been  added,  for  the  ensuing  year,  on  ac- 
count of  the  usual  contingent  exceseee  of  appropriations 
beyond  the  estimates,  $l,000,000«  making,  in  all,  as  before 
mentioned,  the  aggregate  of  $26,755,831. 

From  these  calculations  it  will  be  seen  that,  if  the  out- 
standing appropriations  unexpended  at  the  close  of  1 887  be 
as  large  as  at  the  close  of  1836,  and  the  other  expenditures 
should  agree  with  the  above  estimates,  they  would  exceed 
the  computed  revenue  accruing  from  all  sources  nearly 
$3,000,000,  or  sufficient  to  absorb  more  than  half  of  that 
.  part  of  the  present  surplus  which  is  not  to  be  deposited  with 
the  several  States.  But  if  these  outstanding  appropriations 
at  tiie  close  of  1387  should  be  much  less  than  those  m  1836, 
as  is  probable;  or,  should  the  accruing  receipts  be  much  less, 
or  the  appropriations  made  for  1837  be  much  larger  than 
the  estimates,  a  call  will  become  necessary  for  a  portion  of 
the  surplus  deposited  with  the  States,  though  it  will  not 
probably  become  necessary  except  in  one  of  those  events. 
W.'^Some  explanations  of  the  Estimates  for  1837. 
The  unusual  receipts  during  the  last  two  years  have  chiefly 
accrued  from  the  unprecedented  sales  of  public  lands. 

It  is  remarkable  that  those  sales  assumed  their  extraordi- 
nary character  chiefly  between  July,  1835,  and  October, 
1836,  a  period  of  little  more  than  fourteen  months. 

Arising,  as  they  have,  principally  from  private  entries, 
and  not  from  any  unusual  quantities  of  land  offered  for  pub- 
lic sale,  and  marked,  as  they  have  been,  by  sudden  and 
gr^t  vibrations,  it  has  not  been  deemed  judicious  to  con- 
sider them  as  a  proper  basis  for  permanent  estimates  of  a 
public  character. 


Accordingly,  the  sum  adopted  for  the  estimates  of  the 
sales  the  past  year,  as  well  as  that  for  the  ensuing  year, 
though  larger  than  usual,  has  been  grounded  on  general 
considerations  of  a  less  fluctuating  character,  leaving  acci- 
dental and  occasional  excesses  or  deficiencies  to  happen,  as 
they  often  will,  without  either  the  attempt  or  ability  in  this 
Department  to  predict  the  extent  of  them  with  much  cer- 
tainty. 

The  receipts  from  customs  the  present  year  will  be  some- 
what augmented  by  the  great  speculations  which  have 
characterized  the  business  of  the  country  genertJly,  and  the 
destruction  by  fire  of  an  extraordinaiy  amount  of  foreign 
goods  near  the  close  of  the  last  year.  This  calamity,  fol- 
lowed  by  credits  more  liberal,  and  competition  increased  to 
supply  tiie  sudden  and  large  deficiencies  in  the  market,  led 
to  an  excess  in  the  importations  of  merchandise  during  the 
present  year,  even  greater  than  the  amoimt  destroyed,  and 
thus  essentially  contributed  to  swell  the  revenue  from  cus- 
toms beyond  die  estimates.  But  overtrading,  from  what^ 
ever  inducements  it  may  arise,  usually  produces  a  reaction, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  no  accident  of  a  similar  and  deprecated 
character  will  occur  which  may  enlarge  our  importations 
the  ensuing  year.  The  receipts  from  customs  for  1837 
have,  therefore,  from  those  and  other  circumstances  which 
it  might  be  tedious  to  detail,  been  estimated  at  not  more 
than  $16yo00,000. 

Only  about  $50,000  of  the  amount  secured  by  special 
bonds  from  the  sufierers  by  fire  last  December,  under  the 
authority  of  an  act  of  Congress  on  that  subject,  has  been 
postponed,  so  as  to  fall  due  within  the  ensuing  year,  while 
a  reduction  on  account  of  the  diminished  rate  of  duty  im- 
posed on  wines  since  July  last,  has  been  made  in  the  esti- 
mates for  1837,  equalling  quite  three  times  that  sum.  Be- 
sides usual  speculations  and  overtrading,  whidi  are  tem- 
porary in  their  operation,  the  last  two  years  have  exhibited 
an  extraordinary  degree  af  prosperity  throughout  the  whole 
country,  and  which  it  is  presumed  will  continue  to  exer- 
cise a  considerable  direct  influence  on  the  whole  amount  of 
our  exports  and  imi^orts;  and,  consequenUy,  an.  indirect  in- 
fluence on  our  receipts  from  customs.  Much  of  this  flat- 
tering condition  of  things  may  have  arisen  from  the  great 
reductions  already  made  in  the  tariff  and  duties  on  ton- 
nage; from  having  cast  off  the  burdens  of  the  national  debt^ 
from  our  increasing  expenditures  on  works  &vorable  to 
commerce  and  public  security;  from  permanent  additions  to 
the  moneyed  capital  of  the  nation  by  the  many  millions  ob- 
tained abroad  for  foreign  indemnities;  from  the  immense 
fertile  tracts  of  land  redeemed  from  Indian  claims  and 
opened  to  the  profitable  entarprise  and  industry  of  our  citi- 
zens at  very  low  prices,  by  the  humane  policy  of  removing 
'the  aboriginals  west  of  the  Mississippi;  from  the  unprece- 
dented improvements  in  the  facilities,  the  rapidity  and 
cheapness  of  communication  and  of  transportation  by  steam- 
boats and  railroads;  from  the  greater  safety  of  our  foreign 
commerce,  and  its  extension  to  new  and  distant  regions; 
from  abundant  crops  and  high  prices;  from  the  increasing 
numbers,  intelligence,  and  enterprise  of  our  people  gen- 
erally; or  frt>m  these  and  various  other  causes  combined. 
But  though  some  of  these  causes  may  have  spent  mo^^t  of 
their  influence,  others  are  acting  in  full  vigor,  and  our 
national  prosperity  does  not  appear  likely  to  be  soon  essen- 
tially checked,  except  so  far  as  the  excesses  before  mention- 
ed, or  war,  or  unavoidable  physical  calamities,  like  those  of 
pestilence  and  bad  crops,  may  from  time  to  time  produce 
temporary  reactions. 

The  receipts  from  customs,  therefore,  though  not  estima- 
ted so  high  as  they  proved  to  be  during  the  past  or  prece- 
ding year,  have  still  been  computed  at  a  larger  sum  than 
it  was  formerly  anticipated  they  would,  on  an  average, 
equal,  under  the  existing  tariff. 

The  imports  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1836, 
are  ascertained  and  estimated  at    •  ^  $173,540^000 
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They  show,   compared  with  the  prece- 
ding year,  an  increase  of  -  -     $23,644,268 

The  imports  daring  the  three  past  years 
have,  on  an  average,  heen  about   -  -     149,985,691 

The  exports  during  the  past  year  are  as- 
certained and  estimated  at  -  -121, 789, 000 

Of  these,  $101,105,000  were  in  domestic,  and  $20,- 
684,000  were  in  foreign  products. 

Compared  with  the  preceding  year  they  exhibit  an  in- 
crease of  $35,428,  and  are  $5,829,150  more  than  the  av- 
erage  for  the  last  three  years. 

The  crop  of  cotton  grown  the  present  year,  which  will 
constitute  the  chief  exports  of  that  article  for  1837,  is  be- 
lieved to  be  large;  but  from  present  appearances  wiU  proba- 
bly be  less  valuable  than  during  the  two  past  years.  At  the 
same  time  the  exports  of  flour  and  grain  are  likely  to  be 
smaller  in  both  quantity  and  value;  and  those  of  tobacco 
and  rice,  which,  with  the  articles  before  named,  form  oux 
principal  subjects  of  domestic  produce  for  exportation,  are 
not  believed  to  be  materially  greater,  and  have  seldom,  du- 
ring the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  in  any  series  of  years, 
much  exceedeii  their  previous  amount.  However  enlar- 
ged by  our  rapid  increase  of  population,  has  been  the  de- 
mand at  home  for  those  and  oUier  articles  of  our  own  growth 
and  manufacture,  the  most  tempting  and  augmenting  prod- 
uct for  exportation  seems  to  be  cotton. 

During  near  forty  years  it  has  attracted  and  engprossed  a 
large  portion  of  the  spare  capital  and  labor  of  nearly  half 
the  territory  of  the  Union.  And  by  the  gpreat  demand  for 
it  abroad,  independent  of  its  increased  consumption  at 
home,  it  will  probably  long  continue  to  constitute,  not  only 
our  chief  and  most  profitable  product  for  exportation,  but 
be  the  regulator,  in  some  degree,  of  our  ability  to  import, 
and  of  the  balance  of  trade  between  this  countiy  and  Eu- 
rope. 

The  receipts  from  incidental  and  miscellaneous  sources 
have  been  estimated  on  the  following  data.  Nothing  very 
definite  could  be  presented  as  arising  from  an  arrangement 
which,  under  the  recent  act  of  Congress,  is  contemplated 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  respect  to  the  stock 
owned  by  the  Government  in  that  ^institution,  until  further 
progress  shall  be  made,  and  the  bank  may  indicate  when 
it  is  willing  to  pay  some  specified  amount. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  documents  annexed,  (C  1,  2,  8,) 
that  this  Department  took  early  steps  to  procure  suitable 
information  for  a  settlement  with -the  bank,  and  payment 
in  the  course  of  the  present  year  of  the  due  share  of  the 
United  States  in  the  nett  collections  from  the  assets  exists 
ing  on  the  third  of  March  last,  as  well  as  to  obtain  specific 
proposals  for  an  early  adjustment  of  the  whole  concern. 

It  has  been  a  cause  of  some  surprise  that  the  information 
desired  has  not  yet  been  communicated,  nor  any  payment 
been  yet  made.  On  the  contrary,  the  president  of  the  State 
corporation  'to  which  the  assets  of  the  United  States  Bank 
have  been  assigned,  forwarded,  in  September  last,  a  report 
of  a  committee  appointed  under  authority  of  only  those  two 
bodies,  estimating  the  value  of  the  stock  on  the  3d  of  March; 
but  it  was  accompanied  by  no  offer  to  pay  that  value,  or 
any  other  particular  amount,  then,  or  at  any  future  specified 
period,  though  professing  a  willingness  that  the  United 
States  should  receive  a  just  proportion  out  of  the  assets  of 
the  bank. 

Commissioners  were  therefore  appointed,  and  an  in- 
vitation given  to  have  them  joined  by  others  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  Bank,  to  revise  the  estimate  of 
the  value  put  on  the  stock  by  the  above  committee;  and, 
after  urging  early  payments  as  practicable  towards  what 
might  in  the  end  be  found  due  to  the  United  States,  if  fail- 
ing to  obtain  any,  to  recommend  such  arrangement  as 
might  seem  just  for  securing  and  paying  hereafter  what 
they  considered  to  be  the  true  worth  of  the  share  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  capital  stock.     Copies  of  the  letters,  report. 


and  instructions  before  named  are  annexed,  (D  1,  2,  3, 
4,6.; 

It  IS  clearly  to  be  inferred  from  the  correspondence  since 
had  by  the  commissioners  above  mentioned  with  a  commit- 
tee of  the  bank,  that  no  payment  whatever  is  intended  to  be 
made  during  the  present  year,  and  that  long  credits  are  ex- 
pected and  considered  by  the  bank  proper  for  portions  of 
what  may  be  due.  That  correspondence,  and  all  the  steps 
which  have  been  taken  under  the  particular  instructions 
given  to  those  commissioners,  will  more  fully  appear  in  the 
further  documents  which  will  be  submitted  to  Congress 
after  the  commissioners  make  their  final  report.  No  rea- 
sonable efforts  will  be  spared  by  me  to  conclude  some  ap- 
propriate arrangement  of  this  embarrassing  and  trouble- 
some subject  before  the  adjournment  of  the  present  Con- 
gress. Trusting  that  a  proper  sense  of  its  obligations  to 
the  Government,  as  a  large  stockholder,  will  i^uce  the 
bank  to  refund  at  least  one-fourth  of  our  original  capital, 
with  the  profits  thereon,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year, 
two  millions  of  dollars  have  on  that  account  been  inserted 
in  the  estimates.  To  this  are  to  be  added  the  dividends 
anticipated  on  the  stock  owned  in  the  Louisville  and  Port- 
land canal,  interest  from  the  dcposite  banks,  and  some  small 
receipts  from  other  miscellaneous  sources. 
V. — Of  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury  and  disposition  of  it. 
Various  objects  of  a  national  and  constitutional  charac- 
ter were  recommended  in  the  last  annual  report  from  this 
Department,  as  suitable  for  the  application,  by  way  of  ex- 
traordinary appropriation,  of 'any  surplus  funds  for  which 
the  General  Government  should  happen  to  have  no  other 
immediate  use. 

Liberal  and  useful  appropriations  were  fortunately  made 
to  many  of  them,  which  wUl  save  expense  in  the  end,  and 
prove  to  be  the  soundest  economy.  The  reasons  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  same  wise  policy,  while  our  resources  re- 
main so  ample,  have  lost  none  of  their  original  force. 

As  the  present  surplus  had  chiefly  arisen  from  an  earlier 
sale  of.  large  portions  of  the  public  lands  than  had  been 
expected,  it  seemed  to  this  Department  judicious  to  suggest 
completing  with  it  sooner  than  had  been  contemplated,  the 
projected  fortifications  and  naval  establishments  of  the  coun- 
try; improving  more  rapidly  the  navigation  and  security  of 
its  commercial  bays  and  rivers;  and,  while  its  imports  and 
exports  were  prosperous  beyond  example,  erecting,  where 
needed,  appropriate  custom  and  warehouses,  as  well  as 
suitable  marine  hospitals,  court-houses,  and  poet  offices.  In 
fine,  the  whole  state  of  our  finances  appeared  to  justity  and 
reqube  that  all  those  gpneat  works  heretofore  deemed  useful 
and  constitutional,  and  which  are  intimately  connected 
with  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  General  Government, 
should  be  more  hastened,  with  our  means  so  much  increa- 
sed and  so  prematurely  available,  than  would  have  been 
proper  or  practicable,  had  the  revenue  continued  at  only 
the  reduced  amount  which  was  generally  anticipated.  By 
pursuing  such  a  provident  course,  it  was  supposed  that 
much  less  would  remain  to  be  accomplished,  and  hence, 
that  our  expenditures  would  be  much  diminished,  when 
our  revenue  shall  become  less  by  the  reductions  which,  un- 
der the  existing  laws,  are  to  take  efiedt  in  the  customs  be- 
fore and  in  1842,  and  which  will  probably  happen  in  the 
receipts  from  public  lands  during  that  period. 

The  necessary  expenditures  of  the  Government  would 
thus,  by  that  time,  become  naturally  as  well  as  safely  lessen- 
ed, so  as  to  bear  a  near  proportion  to  our  diminished  receipts; 
while  otherwise,  if  the  expenditures  for  these  works  are  not 
previously  increased  or  expedited,  the  probabilities  would 
seem  to  be,  that  the  ordinary  charges  for  them  and  other 
usual  claims  on  the  General  Government,  with  the  extra- 
ordinary charges  incident  to  war  and  similar  calamities, 
from  which  no  people  can  be  wholly  exempt,  might  then 
so  far  exceed  the  receipts  as  to  require  new  taxation  or  an 
'increased  taiifiT. 
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In  respect  to  another  branch  of  the  subject,  which  relates 
to  a  reduction  of  the  present  large  surplus  in  the  Treasury, 
either  by  an  immediate  diminution  of  the  existing  tariif,  or 
some  new  regulation  calculated  to  limit  and  lessen  the 
lamount  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  by  confining  them 
to  actual  settlers,  or  otherwise,  this  Department  felt  bound, 
in  the  discharge  of  its  public  duties,  to  submit  to  Congress, 
last  year,  a  few  considerations  which  are  still  equally  appli- 
cable. It  is  believed  that  when  the  balance  on  hand,  with  the 
accruing  receipts,  are  likely  for  some  time  to  come  to  ex- 
ceed the  real  wants  and  just  objects  of  the  Government  for 
expenditure,  a  reduction  in  those  receipts,  and  especially 
«uch  as  are  derived  from  taxation,  is  the  true  remedy. 

Beside  the  considerations  relating  to  this  reduction  which 
■were  formerly  submitted  by  this  Department,  it  would  now 
respectfully  suggest  that  all  the  duties  under  20  per  cent., 
and  which  amount  to  near  three  millbns  annually,  could, 
with  about  half  a  million  more  on  the  articles  paying  a 
higher  duty  and  specified  in  a  report  to  the  Senate  at  the 
last  session,  be  at  once  repealed  by  Congress,  without  any 
encroachment  on  the  principle  of  the  act  of  3d  of  March, 
1833.  Nor  has  this  Department  any  doubt  that  if  all  the 
present  and  anticipated  receipts  from  customs  are  consid- 
ered by  Congress  not  to  be  wanted  for  any  public  appropria- 
tion or  other  legitimate  object,  a  reduction  could  be  made 
in  many  other  duties  more  rapidly  than  is  now  provided 
for,  without  any  essential  injury  to  aity  great  interest  in- 
tended to  be  fostered  by  the  provisions  of  Uiat  act.  At  the 
ftame  time,  such  a  step  as  the  last,  unless  found  indispen- 
sable from  high  public  considerations,  and  hence  generally 
concurred  in,  does  not  appear  to  this  Department  consist- 
ent with  the  expectations  of  most  of  those  who  united  in 
the  passage  of  that  law,  and  has  not  therefore  been  urged. 
But,  if  found  indispensable,  the  next  articles  which,  in 
my  opinion,  could  be  most  appropriately  selected  for  greater 
and  quicker  reduction,  are  the  raw  materials  of  foreign  ori- 
gin used  in  some  of  our  impo.tant  manufactures,  and 
though  certain  rival  articles  produced  here  might  suffer  by 
such  a  change,  yet  in  this  way  the  whole  manufacturing 
industry  of  the  country  would  probably  be  benefited.  If 
sufficient  reduction  cannot  be  obtained  on  that  class,  the 
next  kind  of  articles  selected  should  be  such  as  are  largely 
consumed  in  promoting  the  comforts  and  satisfying  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  people  generally,  and  at  the  same  time  do 
not  materially  compete  with  important  manufactures,  n6r 
conflict  with  great  agricultural  interests.  And  the  next, 
if  more  be  deemed  necessary,  might  l>e  such  as  have  now 
a  much  higher  duty  or  protection  on  them  than  others  of 
greater  national  consequence. 

Certain  it  is  that  a  much  more  just  and  useful  discrimi- 
nation could  be  introduced  into  the  whole  present  system, 
by  reducing  more  quickly  the  duties  which  are  found  to  be 
least  beneficial  by  way  of  protection,  and  by  reducing  more 
slowly  those  deemed  most  indispensable. 

Equally  feasible  would  it  be,  in  the  exercise  of  a  proper 
■pint  of  comity  and  justice,  to  make  some  legal  enact- 
ments which  should  prevent  the  further  sale  of  the  public 
domain  to  any  persons  who  do  not  want  it  for  immediate 
cultivation.  This  seems  peculiariy  proper  at  a  time  when 
the  Grovemment  neither  needs  the  proceeds  of  such  sales 
for  any  public  use,  nor  considers  the  money  received  ade- 
quate to  the  real  value  of  the  land  sold;  and  when  the  set- 
-Uement  of  the  new  States  is  retarded,  by  permitting  the 
public  domain  to  pass  in  large  quantities  into  the  hands  of 
others  than  actual  settlers.  By  a  wise  revision  of  our 
present  laws,  the  enterprising,  industrious,  and  needy, 
might,  for  a  fair  compensation,  be  liberally  secured  in  the 
purchase  and  enjoyment  of  a  due  portion  of  land  for  im- 
mediate cultivation,  and,  at  the  same  time,  all  be  effectu- 
ally prevented  from  seizing  and  securing,  as  a  matter  of 
speculation,  in  any  case,  on  the  best  tracts,  without  pre- 
vious purchase  or  any  pretence  of  title,  and  from  procuring. 


through  floats  or  otherwise,  for  wealthy  persons,  whether 
residents  or  non-residents,  the  most  vsiuable  situations  at 
the  minimum  prices. 

It  must  be  obvious  that  nothing  beyond  a  very  genersly 
and  in  some  degree  imcertain  exhibit,  could,  at  this  time, 
be  presented  of  the  probable  amount  of  the  surplus  in  the 
Treasury  deposited  with  the  banks  and  the  States  during 
a  few  subsequent  years,  and  more  especially  of  the  various 
sums  connected  with  the  different  hypotheses  for  th^  future 
disposition  of  it  by  appropriations  for  public  objects,  or  by 
a  diminution  of  it  through  a  large  reduction  in  our  future 
revenue  from  either  customs  or  lands.  The  uncertainty  as 
to  these  sums  is  greatly  increased,  not  only  by  the  fluctua- 
ting character  of  our  receipts  from  both  of  these  sources 
during  the  last  four  years,  and  as  is  anticipated  for  the  future, 
but  from  the  doubtful  amount  of  our  annual  expenditures 
hereafter,  and  the  absence  of  any  determination  yet  eipiwiB 
ed  by  Congress,  whether  to  retain,  unexpended,  all  or 
any  portion  of  the  present  surplus,  till  after  1841,  with  a 
particular  view  to  supply  the  place  of  the  gnat  reduction 
which  is  then  to  be  made  in  our  receipts  from  customs  un- 
der the  existing  laws.  Minute  details,  therefore,  on  these 
points,  would  be  only  hypothetical,  and  might,  without 
further  data  on  which  to  found  them,  mislead  instead  of 
proving  useful. 

But  it  is  probable  that  Congress  may  deem  it  expedient 
to  pursue  one  of  the  following  general  courses  in  relation  , 
to  the  present  large  surplus,  and  any  which  might  hereaf- 
ter accrue  under  our  existing  laws — either  to  appropriate 
more  liberally  to  great  objects  of  national  consequence, 
while  the  Treasury  is  sq  full,  and  in  that  way  gradually 
call  for  and  employ  the  surplus  till  those  objects  are  accom- 
plished, and  then  to  reserve  only  the  residue,  if  any,  in 
deposite  with  the  States,  to  meet  future  contingencies  and 
the  anticipated  deficiencies  in  the  revenue  after  1842;  or  to 
make  a  more-rapid  reduction  of  the  balance  of  public  mon- 
ey now  on  hand,  by  legislation,  which  will  largely  dimin- 
ish our  revenue  cither  from  customs  or  lands,  and  thus  re- 
quire more  of  the  current  expenditures  to  be  paid  from  the 
present  surplus,  until  the  whole  shall  be  exhausted;  or  to 
pcnnit  the  most  of  it  to  remain  longer  in  deposite  with  the 
States,  and  so  shape  future  appropriations  as  never  to  ren- 
der it  necessary  to  call  for  the  surplus,  except  to  meet  un- 
expected and  extraordinary  wants. 

In  respect  to  this  last  measure,  so  far  as  already  adopted 
by  Congress,  and  the  operation  of  it  upon  our  fiscal  con- 
cerns to  this  time  and  hereafter,  a  few  further  obsen'ations 
may  be  expected. 

Before  the  two  sessions  of  Congress  just  passed,  it  was 
considered  doubtful  whether  that  body  would  deem  it  expe- 
dient to  adopt  the  recommendations  of  this  Department,  to 
expend  early,  on  proper  objects,  all  the  nett  balance  in  the 
Treasury,  after  defraying  existing  charges;  or,  if  unwilling 
to  do  that,  to  reduce  at  once  the  revenue  fVom  customs  and 
lands,  and  leave  with  the  people  the  excess  which  would 
otherwise  be  collected,  so  as  gradually  to  absorb  the  pres- 
ent surplus,  and  ere  long  to  collect  none  of  any  considera- 
ble magnitude,  whether  for  extraordinary  expenditures, 
distribution,  or  other  purposes.  Consequently,  a  sugges- 
tion was  made  in  the  annual  reports  of  1834  and  1635, 
for  the  temporary  investment  of  the  surplus  while  either  of 
those  operations  might  be  going  on,  and,  if  neither  of  them 
was  adopted,  then  to  remain  safe  and  productive  until  it 
should  hereafter  be  needed  for  public  purposes.  The  pro- 
posed disposal  of  it  for  these  periods,  which  it  was  expect- 
ed would  not  be  very  protracted,  was  in  a  form  which  wa« 
considered  secure  and  profitable  by  the  purchase  of  safe 
stocks.  Thus,  easily  and  gradually,  as  well  as  most  pru- 
dently, it  was  sup]^osed  the  inconveniences  of  so  uncTtpect- 
ed  and  embarrassing  an  event  as  a  large  surplus  would  be 
obviated,  and  at  the  same  time,  a  provident  fund  created 
which  would  be  yielding  interest,  and  which  eouM  after- 
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wards  be  resorted  to  -when  the  corrent  expendittties  might, 
from  any  eaase,  either  before  or  after  1841,  exceed  the 
current  revenue.  In  relation  to  that  subject,  though  a  top- 
ic still  intimately  and  deeply  connected  with  our  finances, 
few  additional  remarks  at  this  time  seemed  called  for,  since 
Congress,  at  the  last  session,  by  a  clause  in  the  deposite 
lawr  provided  for  what  this  Department  considers,  and  has 
taken  all  the  proper  preliminary  steps  to  make,  a  temporary 
disposition  of  the  whole  money  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
first  of  January  next,  except  five  millions  of  dollars. 
Looking  at  that  as  a  financial  measure,  which  is  the  only 
view  now  under  consideration,  the  granting  tlie  use  of  the 
money  without  any  interest,  constitutes  a  difference  from 
the  mode  proposed  by  this  Department,  which  was  doubtless 
designed  as  a  benefit  to  the  several  States,  and  in  that  view 
was  also  very  properly  proffered  to  all  if  to  any  of  the  States, 
whether  now  in  debt  or  not,  and  whether  needing  the  mon- 
ey for  any  great  public  purpose  or  not.  While  treated  in 
the  nature  of  a  mere  temporary  deposite  or  investment  on 
the  credit  of  each  State  respectively,  without  interest,  the 
profits  or  income  of  it  alone  to  be  expended,  and  the  prin- 
cipal to  be  ever  held  sacred  and  ready  for  repayment  whenever 
needed,  like  a  fund  that  is  providently  designed  to  meet  any 
future  public  contingencies,  this  kind  of  deposite  may  not 
embarrass  our  finances,  and  is  likely  to  prove  useful  and 
convenient  to  the  Treasury.  But,  should  considerable  por- 
tions of  it  be  soon  wanted  by  the  Greneral  Government,  the 
deposite  will  probably  occasion  to  many  of  the  States  in- 
convenience and  difficulties,  if  not  losses,  in  the  manage- 
ment and  repayment  of  it,  more  than  equivalent  to  the  in- 
terest received.  On  the  contrary,  if  much  of  it  be  not  want- 
ed for  some  years,  or  till  after  1841,  the  result  may  be  other- 
wise to  such  States  as  either  need  the  money  or  are  able  to 
employ  it  beneficially. 

The  experience  of  this  Department  has  been  too  brief, 
under  the  constant  and  laborious  preparation  to  carry  into 
effect  in  due  time,  all  provisions  in  the  late  deposite  act,  to 
-warrant,  on  the  present  occasion,  any  recommendations  of 
modifications  in  this  particular  portion  of  it;  but  it  is  respect- 
fully suggested,  that  although  a  gradual  investment  of  the 
-surplus  in  existing  State  stocks  would,  it  is  believed,  have 
-produced  no  pressure  in  the  money  market,  yet  the  embar- 
rassments incident  to  the  transfers  of  such  large  sums  of 
money  as  became  necessary  in  order  to  divide  it  seasonably 
among  a  greater  number  of  banks  as  well  as  among  the 
different  States,  and  the  consequent  temporary  withdrawal 
of  considerable  portions  of  it  from  immediate  use,  are  em- 
barrassments inseparable  from  the  provisions  and  faithful 
execution  of  the  law  in  its  present  form.  Though  they  con- 
stitute only  a  portion  of  those  evils  which  now  afflict  the 
commercial  community,  and  have  been  mitigated  in  their 
operation  by  this  Department,  where  practicable,  they  could 
not  be  wholly  obviated  without  departing  entirely  from  the 
duties  imposed  by  the  law.  Immediately  after  its  passage, 
steps  were  taken,  as  required  by  Cong^ss,  to  commence  a 
reduction  of  the  deposites,  which  had  then  accumulated  in 
certain  banks  beyond  three-fourths  the  amount  of  their  capi- 
tal, and  at  the  same  time  to  have  some  portion  of  the  anti- 
cipated surplus  taken  from  States  where-  its  accumulation 
had  been  large  or  inconvenient,  and  placed,  before  the  first 
of  January  next,  in  States  where  enough  had  not  before 
been  deposited,  and  where  suitable  banks  existed  willing  to 
receive  it.  These  steps  will  be  more  fully  detailed  in  a 
subsequent  part  of  this  report  All  the  .payments  to  the 
several  States,  for  the  whole  year,  are  expected  to  be  made 
punctually  at  the  times  required;  but  it  vnll  be  necessary, 
from  the  mode  of  keeping  public  accounts,  to  take  the  cur- 
Tent  statement  of  the  Treasurer  on  the  first  day  of  January 
next,  as  the  g^ide  for  the  supposed  amount  in  the  Treasury 
required  to  be  apportioned  among  the  States,  and  one-quar- 
ter of  it  to  deposited  on  that  day.  By  pursuing  any  other 
coarse  an  unavoidable  delay  of  weeks,  if  not  months,  would 


be  necessary  in  making  the  preliniinary  arrangements  for  the 
first  payment.  But  that  statement  seldom  differs  more  than  a 
few  hundred  dollars  from  the  result  as  ascertained  on  sub- 
sequent settlement,  and  hence  its  amount,  independent  of 
unavailable  funds,  and  what  is  held  for  the  Post  Ofifice  and 
Patent  Office,  and  in  various  special  trusts,  will  be  deemed 
the  true  sum  intended  by  Congress  as  subject  to  apportion- 
ment, after  deducting  five  millions,  unless,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  Department  shall  be  otherwise  directed  by  that 
body. 

The  whole  sum  to  be  deposited  with  the  States  will,  on 
these  principles,  and  according  to  the  present  appearances, 
range  between  #35,000,000  and  $38,000,000,  and  exceed 
somewhat  $120,000  to  each  electoral  vote  in  each  of  the 
twenty-five  States  now  in  the  Union — Michigan,  from  the 
language  of  the  act,  not  being  considered  as  yet  entitled  to 
an  apportionment  under  it.  Three  States  have  already  sig^ 
nified  their  willingness  to  receive  the  money  on  the  terms 
proposed,  and  it  is  expected  that  several  more  will  do  the 
same  before  the  first  of  January,  and  probably  most  of  them 
in  the  course  of  the  present  winter. 

Leaving  further  suggestions  on  'those  and  various  other 
considerations  which  bear  on  this  interesting  subject,  but 
which  need  not  be  repeated,  the  Department  will  next  pro- 
ceed to  an  exhibit  of  the  manner  in  which  this  surplus,  as 
well  as  the  rest  of  the  public  money,  has  been  kept  during 
the  past  year,  and  of  the  detailed  preparations  which  have 
been  made  for  the  future  custody  and  preservation  of  it,  in 
conformity  to  the  act  of  Congress  to  regulate  the  deposites 
of  the  public  money,  passed  June  23,  1 836,  and  the  sup- 
plementary act  on  die  same  subject,  passed  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1836. 

YL—Ofthe  keeping  of  the  Public  Monet/ and  state  of  the 
Deposite  Banks. 
The  money  in  the  Treasuiy  has  been  safely  kept  during 
the  year  1836.  Until  July  last,  as  during  the  two  previous 
years,  it  was  placed  in  State  banks,  selected  according  to 
the  discretion  of  this  Department,  on  account  of  their 
high  standing  and  &vorable  position  for  fiscal  purposes,  and 
regulated  in  a  manner  considered  most  secure  to  the  Treas- 
ury and  convenient  to  the  community,  as  well  as  useful  to 
all  concerned. 

It  is  a  source  of  high  gratification  to  be  able  to  add  that, 
while  so  selected  and  employed,  not  a  single  dollar  was  lost 
to  the  Government  by  any  of  them,  or  a  single  failure  oc^ 
cured  to  transfer  promptly  and  pay  out  satisfactorily  the 
public  money  intrusted  to  their  custody;  nor  is  it  beUeved 
that  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country  were  ever  lower 
or  more  regular  than  during  that  period;  and  the  large 
amount  of  them  performed  by  those  deposite  banks  ,in  ordi- 
nary purchases  or  discounts,  equalling  from  one  hundred  and 
fifty  to  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  yearly,  or  near  a 
third  more  than  those  of  the  same  kind  by  the  United  States 
Bank  while  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government,  evinced  the 
great  ability  and  usefulness  of  those  banks  on  this  important 
subject. 

But  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress,  June  23, 
1836,  <«  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  public  money,"  most 
of  the  discretionary  power  before  exercised  by  this  Depart- 
ment on  this  subject,  under  previous  laws  and  long  usages, 
has  been  considered  as  no  longer  posessed,  and  various  so- 
licitations to  use  it,  though  some  of  them  were  in  cases  of 
extreme  hardship,  could  not  therefore  be  complied  with. 
Relieved  from  great  responsibility,  and  in  many  cases  from 
much  delicacy  in  the  exercise  of  it  by  the  passage  of  that 
act,  a  new  system,  in  conformity  with  its  provisions,  and 
in  place  of  the  former  one,  was  at  once  commenced  by  this 
Department,  and  has  since  been  pursued  with  all  the  strict- 
ness and  regularity  which  the  nature  of  business  so  exten- 
sive and  complicated  would  permit;  and  at  the  same  time, 
with  every  indulgence  and  forbearance  in  cases  of  embar- 
rassment or  suffering,  which  were  permissible  without  a 
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violation  of  law.  It  was  neceisaiy  by  the  act  to  appoint 
anew  all  the  former  deposite  banks,  if  thej  were  to  be  re- 
tained in  the  sexvice  of  the  Grovemment.  Accordingly,  the 
preliminary  inqniriea  rendered  proper  by  the  new  law 
before  any  selection  was  authorizeid  to  be  made,  were  im- 
mediately instituted  in  e^eiy  case  of  the  former  deposite 
banks;  and  having  been  satisfiictorily  answered,  all  of  them 
have  been  reappointed  except  three,  where  some  fermali- 
ties  in  their  papers  are  not  yet  completed.  The  provision 
of  that  act  which  prohibits  more  public  money  to  be  left  in 
any  one  bank  than  three-fourths  the  amount  of  its  capital, 
rendered  the  selection  of  numerous  new  banks,  to  receive 
the  sums  which  the  old  ones  were  not  allowed  to  retain, 
indispensable  in  the  present  overflowing  condition  of  the 
Treasury,  and  especially  at  places  in  which  the  capitals  of 
the  old  banks  were  small. 

The  transfer  of  all  the  money  in  the  Treasury,  except 
five  millions,  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  to  be  deposited 
in  the  treasuries  of  the  several  States  quarterly  during  1837, 
in  ratable  proportions,  made  it  proper  to  select  also  a  few 
other  new  banks  in  some  of  the  States,  to  receive  those 
proportions  or  sufficient  parts  of  them,  when  they  happen- 
ed to  be  either  collected  there,  or  to  be  incidentally  and 
easily  transferable  there. 

Thus  the  trouble  and  embarrassment  of  a  second  and  sud-  • 
den  transfer  in  January  next,  and  quarterly  thereafter  du- 
ring the  year,  were  often  saved  by  combining,  in  several 
appropriate  cases,  the  transfers  oidered  by  Congress  to  bd 
soon  made  from  banks  having  an  excess,  with  the  transfers 
Of  that  excess  to  other  banks  in  the  States  where  it  was  to 
be  paid  during  the  present  year  on  appropriations,  or  the 
ensuing  year  on  the  apportionment,  and  in  which  last-de- 
scribed banks  and  States  a  deficiency  existed.  In  this  way, 
on  several  occasions,  the  opportunity  has  been  improved  of 
beginning  to  perfect^  gradually,  and  in  some  degree  contem- 
poraneously, between  places  near,  suitable,  and  of  easy  in- 
tercommunication, the  great  and  difficult  apportionment  of 
the  depositee  of  the  public  money  among  several  'different 
States,  as  well  as  among  different  banks.  The  whole 
amount  of  transfers  order^  since  the  1st  of  July  last,  have 
of  necessity  been  at  times  very  large;  but  many  of  them 
have  not  yet  taken  effect;  many  more  are  still  to  be  order- 
ed, and  th^whole  amount  necessary  to  accomplish  both  ob- 
jects will  be  less,  and  their  operation  easier,  than  if  a  dif- 
ferent course  had  been  pursued,  and  the  two  apportionments 
between  the  banks  and  the  States  had  not  been  united,  in 
cases  where  practicable  and  convenient,  and  where  large 
accumulations  existed  on  the  one  hand  to  be  reduced,  and 
deficiencies  on  the  other  to  be  supplied.  Their  union, 
in  such  cases,  b  supposed  to  have  been  specially  contem- 
plated by  Congress,  as  explained  in  the  second  and  supple- 
mentary deposite  act,  passed  in  July,  and  as  seemed  just  to 
the  several  States  which  had  not  before  enjoyed  much,  if 
any,  benefit  from  the  deposite  and  use  of  the  public  money 
within  their  limits.  Hence,  while  many  transfers  have 
been  forborne,  when  feasible  under  the  law,  and  desired 
from  public  considerations  connected  with  the  great  pres- 
sure in  the  money  market,  and  which  pressure  they  would, 
though  authorized  by  the  acts,  have  severely  aggravated, 
yet  great  care  has  been  employed  not  to  make  a  single  trans- 
fer, except  in  the  language  of  the  first  deposite  act,  « to 
facilitate  the  public  disbursement?,  and  to  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act;*'  or,  as  described  more  fully  in  the 
second  act,  either  <<to  prevent  laige  and  inconvenient  accu- 
mulations in  particular  places,  or  in  order  to  produce  a  due 
equality  and  just  proportion,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
said  act.''  All  the  transfers  ordered  have  likewise  been  so 
modified  in  respect  to  time,  place,  and  business,  as  to  pro- 
duce the  least  inconvenience  and  expense  possible  to  the 
banks  or  the  community  consistent  with  faithful  endeavors 
to  execute  the  law  on  both  subjects  seasonably  and  effici- 
ently.    They  have  been  so  conducted  as  also  to  relieve  the 


Treasury  from  any  expense  whatever  in  a  financial  opera- 
tion so  large  and  unusual;  but,  in  canying  out  so  large  m 
moneyed  operation  as  the  new  law  demanded,  and  one 
neither  comporting  with  our  usual  fiscal  proceedings,  nor 
following  the  ordinary  channels  of  trade,  it  has  required 
great  caution  not  to  create  more  embarrassment  than  has 
really  occurred  from  this  pource,  and  a  greater  derangement 
in  exchanges  than  actually  exists. 

In  complying  with  the  deposite  act,  it  has  already  been 
found  necessary  to  appoint  forty-eight  more  banks,  making, 
on  the  1st  instant,  with  the  former  ones,  without  their 
branches,  the  whole  number  of  eighty-one.  The  Depart- 
ment has  endeavored,  in  these  selections,  to  conform  to  the 
spirit  of  the  act  of  Congress  as  regards  their  convenient  lo- 
cation for  accommodating  either  the  collections  or  the  dia- 
bursements  of  the  public  money.  It  has  in  all  cases  required 
the  preliminaty  information  made  necessary  by  the  acL  It 
has,  as  enjoined,  chosen  at  least  one  bank  in  eveiy  State 
which  had  banking  institutions,  and  which  included  all 
except  Missouri  and  Arkansas.  It  has  obtained  from  each 
bank  a  written  agreement  to  comply  with  the  duties  pre- 
scribed  by  law,  and  in  every  case  except  four  or  five  not 
deemed  suitable,  from  peculiar  circumstances,  has  re- 
ceived  collateral  security  for  the  faithful  fulfilment  of  these 
agreements,  and  has  endeavored  from  time  to  time  to  make 
such  requests  on  the  subject  of  specie  and  other  topics  con- 
nected with  their  condition  and  with  theii  mode  of  trana- 
acting  business  as  seemed  conducive  to  safety  and  public 
convenience.  The  names  of  each  deposite  buik,  with  the 
amount  of  public  money  in  each,  and  its  detailed  condition 
in  all  respects,  near  the  1st  of  November,  1836,  are  exhib- 
ited^in  the  document  annexed,  (£  1  and  2.) 

In  another  document  (F)  is  presented  more  fully  and  re- 
cently the  condition  of  those  banks  with  this  Department; 
as  it  shows,  by  their  last  returns  to  the  Treasurer  on  the 
1st  instant,  the  amount  of  public  money  then  on  hand,  the 
outstanding  drafts  then  against  them,  and  the  existing 
transfers  to  and  from  each  bank.  A  number  of  the  States 
now  have  depositee  sufficient,  with  the  accruing  revenue, 
so  meet  all  the  probable  demands  within  their  limits  the 
next  year.  But  it  b  otherwise  with  several  of  them,  and 
where  money  has  not  yet  been  placed  in  each  State  sufficient 
to  meet  the  probable  amount  of  depoeites  required  there  du- 
ring the  first  quarter  of  the  next  year,  for  e^mupditure  as 
well  as  apportionment,  it  has  been  or  will  be  put  under  or- 
ders of  transfer,  so  as  to  reach  there  seasonably. 

Numerous  difficult  and  embarrassing  questions  have  aris- 
en in  the  execution  of  the  new  deposite  act,  in  consequence 
of  the  novelty  of  many  of  its  provisions,  and  the  unequal 
operation  of  others  on  some  of  the  depositories;  but,  where 
great  doubts  exiFted  as  to  the  true  intention  of  the  law,  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  has  been  taken.  When 
that  opinion  has  been  unfavorable  to  the  views  entertained 
under  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  the  parties  have  been  left 
(as  they  must  always  be  in  such  cases  of  supposed  inequality 
and  haindship)  to  resort  to  Congress  for  appropriate  relief. 
It  is,  therefore,  respectfully  suggested  that  relief  for  the  past 
may  be  proper  in  several  cases,  which  it  is  anticipated  the 
parties  interested  will  present  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress. For  the  convenience  of  this  Department,  it  is  desi- 
rable that  a  provision  be  made  for  the  future,  that  any 
agency  fumidiing  ample  security  bo  regarded,  under  the 
law,  as  having  the  same  separate  capital  where  established 
as  the  bank  to  which  it  belongs. 

It  is  further  recommended  that  authority  be  given  to  dis- 
continue such  of  the  newly-selected  banks  as  may,  from 
time  to  time,  be  no  longer  needed  for  fiscal  or  other  pur- 
poses. A  large  portion  of  them,  after  the  contemplated 
deposites  are  made  with  the  several  States,  will  probably 
become  entirely  useless  to  the  Treasury,  whUe  their  returns 
and  correspondence  will  continue  to  be  burdensome  to  all 
concerned. 
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Immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  law,  it  became  the 
duty  of  this  Department,  among  other  things,  to  select  a 
sufficient  number  of  banks  to  hold  the  public  money,  with- 
out exceeding  three-fourths  of  the  amount  of  their  capitals, 
and  one,  at  least,  in  each  State  having  banks. 

As  it  seemed  impossible  to  carry  these  provisions  into 
execution  in  several  of  the'States,  unless  banks  should  be 
selected  which  might  possibly  have  issued  or  paid  out  some 
small  bills  after  the  4th  of  July,  and  before  they  had  com- 
pleted the  agreement,  and  assumed  the  duties  imposed  by 
the  act,  it  was  thought  that  a  natural  construction,  given  | 
to  the  limitation  in  that  respect,  would  make  it  ^applicable  ' 
only  to  such  banks  as  were  selected  and  subject  to  the  law  ' 
previous  to  that  date,  and  that  the  others  must  not,  on  a  { 
like  principle,  make  any  such  issues  after  their  selection. 
This  would  impart  a  reasonable  and  practical  effect  to  the 
clause,  and,  at  the  same  time,  not  tend  entirely  to  defeat 
the  operation  of  other  provisions  in  the  act.  Accordingly, 
minute  inquiries  were  not  instituted,  whether  the  banks  ap- 
plying to  be  selected  had,  previous  to  their  application, 
issued  such  bills  or  not,  but  all  were  required,  at  the  time 
of  their  selection,  to  enter  into  an  express  written  agi  ce- 
ment to  conform  to  all  the  provisions  of  the  act,  and,  conse- 
quently, not  to  issue  any  while  they  were  public  deposito- 
ries. On  more  mature  reflection,  doubts  having  arisen 
whether  this  was  going  far  enough,  and  whether  any  banks 
which  may  have  issued  small  bills  between  the  4th  of  July 
and  their  selection,  could  in  strict  law  be  retained,  or  could 
have  been  legally  appointed,  it  was  deemed  proper  to  take 
the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  on  that  point  He 
confirmed  these  doubts,  but  recommended  the  submission 
of  the  subject  to  Congress,  before  discontinuing  any  of  the 
banks,  which,  upon  investigation,  might  appear  to  have 
made  such  issues  before  entering  into  the  agreement.  The 
Department  would,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  that 
an  act  be  passed  sanctioning  the  selection  and  continuance 
of  deposite  banks  which  may  be  so  situated,  provided  such 
banks  have  not  issued  or  paid  out  small  bills  after  their  ap- 
pointment as  public  depositories. 

VIL—O/  the  Mint  and  the  Currency. 
On  the  subject  of  the  Mint  and  the  new  coinage,  the 
Department  is  gratified  to  state  that,  by  means  of  additional 
appropriations,  of  improvements  in  machinery,  and  of  an 
ample  supply  of  metal  for  coining,  through  the  fortunate 
remittances  to  this  country  of  the  French,  Spanish,  and 
Neapolitan  indemnities  in  gold,  more  money  has  been,  and 
will  be  coined  during  the  present,  than  in  any  previous 
year  since  the  foundation  of  the  Government.  The  whole 
amount,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1836,  to  the  Ist  of  No- 
vember, 1836,  has  been,  in  gold,  $3,610,440;  in  silver, 
$2,877,000;  and  in  copper,  122,634.  The  sums  trans- 
ferred to  the  Mint  in  aid  of  the  coinage,  under  a  clause  in 
the  late  deposite  act,  have  amounted  to  $700,000.  When 
the  annufli  report  of  the  Director  is  made,  on  the  1st  of 
January  next,  a  more  minute  account  of  all  his  operations, 
with  his  views  on  these  transfers,  will  be  presented,  ac- 
companied with  such  suggestions  for  further  legislation  on 
the  subject  as  his  experience  may  lead  him  to  consider  use- 
ful. The  Mint  and  its  branches  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 
more  efficiently  assisted  by  means  of  appropriations,  rather 
than  mere  transfers,  to  supply  fully  and  promptly  the  ad- 
ditional coinage  which  the  additional  wants  of  the  commu- 
nity may  from  time  to  time  require.  The  Department  is 
still  convinced,  for  reasons  formerly  urged,  on  the  consid- 
eration of  Congress,  that  a  gold  coin  of  one  dollar  in  value 
might  be  very  convenient  and  useful  to  the  public  in  many 
of  the  ordinary  transactions  of  society.  The  branch  mints 
are  all  in  progress,  and  will  probably  be  completed  by  June 
next,  and  their  machinery  at  a  still  earlier  day.  The  coin- 
age in  them  can  commence  immediately  after  their  com- 
pletion, if  the  proper  appropriations  are  in  the  mean  time 
made,  and  the  proper  officers  appointed.     The  greatly  in- 


creased quantity,  of  gold  now  existing  in  the  country 
amounts,  probably,  to  upwards  of  $16,000,000.  For  this 
we  are  chiefly  indebted  to  the  new  valuation  of  our  coin, 
though  some  influence  must  be  ascribed  to  the  efforts  made 
by  the  General  Government  and  most  of  the  States  to  sup- 
press the  circulation  of  small  bills,  as  well  as  to  the  &- 
vorable  condition  of  our  foreign  exchanges  since  1834,  and 
the  policy  of  ordering  home  the  foreign  indemnities  in 
gold,  and  encouraging  public  payments  to  be  in  part  made 
with  this  kind  of  coin.  At  this  time,  the  abundance  of 
gold  here  is  such  as  to  have  produced  increased  facility  in 
distant  specie  operations,  and  it  is  becoming  more  widely 
and  beneficially  diffused  over  the  different  sections  of  the 
Union,  to  the  greater  accommodation  of  most  classes  of  peo- 
ple, particularly  in  travelling  and  exchanges,  and  to 
the  permanent  improvement  of  our  circulating  medium. 
The  amount  of  gold  coined  since  the  new  valuation  in 
1834,  has  been  near  $10,000,000,  and  has  exceeded,  by 
one  or  two  millions,  the  whole  amount  coined  in  the  thirty- 
one  previous  years  which  had  elapsed  after  the  Mint  went  into 
operation.  The  amount  coined  during  the  past  twelve 
months  alone  is  greater  than  that  during  the  whole  of  the 
first  sixteen  years  after  its  establishment. 

Another  important  and  gratifying  consequence,  which 
has  resulted  principally  from  the  present  policy  and  system 
as  to  the  currency,  has  been,  that  of  all  the  gold  coined 
before  August,  1834,  amounting  to  about  $12,000,000, 
probably  not  $1,000,000  then  remained  in  the  country,  and 
of  that  small  amount  only  a  very  diminutive  portion  was 
in  active  circulation.  Indeed,  before  1834,  our  coinage 
of  gold  was  of  little  benefit,  except  to  purify  and  prepare 
the  bullion  for  exportation,  and  for  tiie  use  of  foreign 
mints.  But  the  great  mass  of  near  $10,000^000,  siuce 
coined,  undoubtedly  remains  in  the  country,  and  an  in- 
creased and  increasing  portion  of  it  is  in  active  and  conve^ 
nient  circulation.  To  promote  this  desirable  end,  a  larger 
proportion  than  usual  of  quarter  eagles  has  been  recently 
struck;  and  the  whole  number  of  gold  pieces,  of  every 
kind,  made  since  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  is  about 
$1,000,000,  and  almost  equals  the  entire  number  coined 
during  the,  whole  forty  years  previous  to  the  new  coinage. 
The  change  in  the  amount  of  specie,  of  all  kinds,  ii)  the 
country,  during  the  last  three  years,  is  highly  gratifying, 
as  an  earnest  of  a  more  solid  basis  to  a  paper  circulation 
already  too  large  in  proportion,  and  as  a  security,  not  only 
to  those  classes  who  are  most  safe  in  the  employment  of  a 
metallic  currency  for  all  common  purposes,  but  to  the  bank- 
ing institutions  themselvea  in  periods  of  panic  and  unfavor- 
able balances  in  foreign  trade. 

The  whole  specie  in  the  country  in  October,  1833,  when 
the  public  depositee  were  removed  from  the  United  States 
Bank,  did  not  probably  exceed  thirty  millions,  and  the  por- 
tion of  this  in  banks  is  not  supposed  to  have  exceeded 
twenty-six  millions;  while  now  the  whole  specie  in  the 
country  pjtobably  exceeds  seventy-three  millions,  and  of  that 
the  portion  in  banks  is^believed  to  be  over  forty-five  mil- 
lions, leaving  twenty-eight  millions  in  active  circulation. 

The  paper  circulation  vrithin  the  above  period  has  also 
been  greatly  and  unfortunately  enlarged. 

From  about  eighty  millions,  which  was  then  the  suppo- 
sed aggregate,  after  deducting  the  large  amount  of  twenty 
millions  for  notes  held  in  different  banks,  it  has  probably 
risen,  and  chiefly  within  eighteen  months  past,  to  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  millions. 

But  this  increase,  though  great,  it  will  be  seen  is  not 
half  so  great  a  relative  increase  as  has  taken  place  in  the 
whole  specie  in  the  country,  nor  quite  as  great  as  has  hap- 
pened in  the  specie  of  the  banks  alone. 

Computing  that  the  paper  in  active  circulation  in  the 
United  States  has  generally  averaged  about  two  to  one  of 
specie  on  hand  in  the  baidu,  and  was  in  October,  1833, 
about  three  to  one,  or-  near  fifty  per  cent,  over  the  usual 
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proportion,  the  comparative  amounts  of  specie  at  the  several 
returns  from  1833  to  1836  presented  a  very  favorable 
change;  had  become  greater  than  the  usual  proportion,  and 
even  how,  in  all  the  banks,  taken  as  a  whole,  are  some- 
what improved  since  1833.  But  they  have  much  deterio- 
rated the  last  year  and  a  half.  Again,  while  the  whole 
amount,  as  well  as  proportion  of  specie  in  the  country,  is 
much  greater  than  it  was  two  years  ago,  and  the  propor- 
tion is  ample  for  the  paper  circulation  in  several  of  the  banks 
and  States,  yet  it  is  manifest  that  many  institutions  in  other 
States  have  of  late  departed  more  widely  from  the  proper 
and  safe  proportions  than  their  peculiar  location  or  advan- 
tages for  business,  however  favorable,  might  warrant  on 
sound  banking  principles. 

As  some  illustration  of  the  general  changes  on  those 
points  since  1833,  the  following  brief  exhibit,  in  round 
numbers,  and  in  a  tabular  form,  prepared  partly  from  actual 
returns  and  partly  from  estimates,  may  be  useful: 


Dates. 

Paper  in  ac- 
tive circula- 
tion. 

Specie  m  ac- 
tive circula- 
tion. 

Specie  in 
banks. 

Near  Oct.  1833 
1  Jan.   1834 
1  Jan.   1835 
1  Jan.   1836 
1  Dec.  1836 

180,000,000 

76,000,000 

82,000,000 

108,000,000 

120,000,000 

$4,000,000 
12,000,000 
18,000,000 
23,000,000 
28,000,000 

$25,000,000 
27,000,000 
43,000,000 
40,000,000 
45,000,000 

At  all  these  periods,  except  the  1st  of  January  la.st, 
twenty  millions  of  paper  have  been  cohiputed  as  issued,  but 
not  in  actual  circulation  among  the  people,  being  held  by 
other  banks,  and  so  far  considered  as  equivalent  to  a  deduc- 
tion of  a  like  amount  from  their  own  circulation,  liable  to 
be  redeemed  in  specie.  On  the  1st  of  January  last,  the 
amount  so  held  was  about  thirty-Jtwo  millions,  and  in  July 
last  the  active  paper  circulation  was  also  probably  some  mil- 
lions larger  than  it  n^w  is.  This  exhibit  makes  the  whole 
active  circulation,  of  both  paper  and  specie,  about  $6  50 
per  head  of  our  whole  estimated  population  in  October, 
1833j  about  $6  50  in  January,  1834;  about  $7  in  Janua- 
ry, 1835;  about  $8  50  in  January,  1836;  and  near  $10  at 
the  present  time.  Though  this  is  a  less  proportion  of  cir- 
culating medium  than  is  now  usual  in  the  countries  of  Eu- 
rope which  are  most  commercial,  and  where  specie  is  more 
used  than  bills,  yet  it  is  a  larger  ratio  than  has  ever  been 
supposed  to  be  necessary  in  the  United  States,  considering 
the  character  of  two  or  three  millions  of  our  Southern  pop- 
ulation. 

The  average  here  has  usually  been  about  $6  per  head; 
nor  has  the  amount  ever,  before  1811,  been  supposed  much 
to  exceed  $5;  and,  at  no  time  since,  has  exceeded  about  $7 
per  head,  except  under  the  excessive  paper  issues  towards 
the  close  of  the  late  war,  by  which,  in  1816,  it  was  esti- 
mated to  have  reached  $1 1  per  head. 

While  our  country  has,  of  late  years,  become  more  com- 
mercial and  wealthy,  and  has  a  larger  portion  of  specie  in 
use,  which  circumstances  would  somewhat  increase  the  ne- 
cessary and  proper  amount  of  circulation  per  head,  it  has, 
as  counteracting  causes  to  these,  greatly  increased  in  the 
ease  and  quickness  of  communication,  whether  by  mail  or 
otherwise,  and  in  the  use  of  bills  of  exchange  and  drafts 
instead  of  money,  for  distant  operations. 

Hence  our  circulation,  during  the  past  twelve  months, 
at  $8  50  and  $10  per  head,  is  deemed  excessive,  and,  as  in 
1816,  one  great  cause  of  the  exorbitant  prices  which  have 
prevailed  in  relation  to  almost  every  article,  as  well  as  of  the 
extraordinary  propensity  to  overtrading  and  speculation 
which  has  pervaded  almost  every  section  of  the  country. 
It  is  true  that,  during  a  few  months  past,  the  paper  propor- 
tion of  our  circulation  has,  as  before  suggested,  been  con- 


siderably reduced;  but  till  that,  with  our  present  laijge 
amount  of  specie  in  circulation  added,  falls  as  low  as  about 
$7  per  head,  or  the  bank  notes  to  about  $80,000,000,  in- 
stead of  $120,000,000,  the  currency  may  be  considered  as 
too  redundant,  and  in  an  unnatural  and  inflated  condition. 
The  credit  system  has  not  only  undergone  an  unusual  ex- 
pansion among  individuals  and  States,  but  it  has,  by  means 
of  the«e  inordinate  paper  issues,  penetrated  more  deeply 
than  is  safe  into  the  whole  currency  of  the  country,  and 
rendered  that  which,  as  money,  is  and  should  be  deemed 
the  substitute  or  antagonist  of  credit,  dependent  too  much 
on  credit  itself,  and  subject  to  many  of  the  dangers  and 
fluctuations  in  value  inseparable  from  mere  credit,  rather 
than  possessing  the  intrinsic  and  uniform  value  attached  to 
specie. 

This  condition  is  believed  to  have  been  produced  chiefly 
by  numerous  incorporations  of  new  banks,  without  suitable 
legal  restrictions,  in  many  States,  on  either  the  amount  of 
discounts  or  of  the  paper  issued,  in  proportion  to  the  specie 
on  hand,  and  by  the  excessive  demands  for  money  thus 
tempted  and  stimulated  to  aid  an  unusualnumber  of  extra v- 
agant  adventurers  in  lands,  stocks,  and  trade. 

These  acting  together,  and  in  some  degree  influencing 
and  exciting  each  other,  have  induced  many  banks  to  haz- 
ard unreasonable  and  indiscreet  issues,  as  well  as  loans,  to 
supply  the  wants  of  such  an  extraordinary  crisis,  and  which 
there  is  good  reason  to  believe  (however  large  a  proportion 
of  specie  fortunately  exists  in  the  country,  and  which  may 
tend  sooner  to  avert  the  usual  evil  consequences  from  the 
above  state  of  things)  will  produce  much  distress,  embar- 
rassment, and  ruin,  before  this  specie  can  be  duly  equalized,, 
the  excesses  of  paper  sufllciently  curtailed,  and  the  exor^ 
bitant  discounts  gradually  lessened  to  their  safe  and  proper 
limits. 

This  increaicse  of  about  forty  millions,  or  one-third  of  the 
paper  circulation,  in  a  year  and  a  half,  is  a  sudden  and 
great  fluctuation,  which  never  could  occur  in  a  currency  en- 
tirely metallic,  and  which  would  probably  during  the  pa^ 
year,  as  in  1811,  have  been  much  greater,  had  not  ther 
larger  proportion  of  specie  now  in  the  country,  and  the  in-  . 
creasing  disuse  of  small  bills,  operated  strongly  as  prevent- 
ive checks. 

But  even  now,  the  excess  has  been  suflicient  to  consti- 
tute the  chief  cause  for  the  artificial  augmentation  in  prices 
— an  unnatural  stimulus  to  speculation,  and  a  rapid  vacilla* 
tion  in  the  regular  modes  of  doing  business,  which  cannot, 
under  sound  views  of  pohtical  economy,  be  too  greatly  dep< 
recated  or  their  recurrence  too  carefully  guarded  against. 

These  sudden  and  great  vibrations  in  the  value  of  prop- 
erty,  labor,  and  debts,  however  produced,  or  however  flatter- 
ing to  many  at  first,  are  in  the  end  dangerous  to  all  classes, 
as  well  as  ruinous  to  commerce  and  every  species  of  regular 
industry. 

But  should  paper  issues,  according  to  anticipation,  con- 
tinue to  be  reduced  as  during  the  four  months  past,  by  the 
natural  and  conservative  reaction  of  commercial  causes,  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  by  the  general  wise  and  increasing 
discontinuance  of  the  use  of  small  bank  notes,  through  State 
legislation,  and  provisions  of  a  similar  character  and  tenden- 
cy by  Congress,  as  at  the  last  session,  in  the  general  appro- 
priation act,  and  in  the  deposite  law,  and  by  the  diminish- 
ed receipt  of  all  bank  notes,  the  last  few  months,  at  the  dif- 
ferent land  offices  for  the  sales  of  the  pubUc  domain,  a 
sounder  and  a  less  artificial  state,  of  things  will  ere  long  re- 
turn. 

The  prospect  on  the  subject  of  the  currency  is  therefore 
on  the  whole  becoming  more  satisfactory,  even  without  fur- 
ther l^-gislation.  But  if  all  the  States  would  unite  in  re- 
pressing entirely  the  circulation  of  small  notes  and  in  rigid- 
ly restricting  all  paper  issues,  so  as  not  in  any  case  to  ex- 
ceed three  to  one  of  specie  on  hand,  which  would  be  about 
two  of  paper  in  active  circulation  to  one  of  specie  oa  hand. 
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and  would  add  a  few  judicious  limitations  on  the  amount 
of  discounts,  as  compared  with  the  capital  and  deposites, 
and  on  the  safe  kind  of  security  to  be  taken  for  them,  with 
the  requirement  of  frequent  publicity  of  their  condition  in 
detail,  and  of  rigid  accountability  to  periodical  examinations 
by  legislative  authority,  the  time  is  not  distant  when  our 
currency  would  become  quite  stable.  Indeed,  it  deserves 
consideration  whether,  under  such  drcumstanoes,  the  whole 
monopolies  of  banking  might  not,  with  public  advantage, 
be  entirely  abolished,  and  Uie  banking  privilege,  under  the 
above  general  restraints,  securities,  limitations,  and  require- 
ments, might  not,  particularly  if  the  personal  liability  of 
the  stockholders  is  superaddi&d,  st^Iy  be  thrown  open  to 
all. 

A  larger  amount  of  tax  or  bonus  to  the  States  would 
probably  be  thus  collected,  without  any  increase  in  the  usual 
rate  ;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  interest  now  paid  by  bor- 
rowers would,  by  these  changes,  become,  at  an  early  day, 
sensibly  reduced.  But,  without  the  most  careful  and  rigid 
restrictions,  such  a  measure  in  this  country,  whatever  may 
have  been  its  operations  elsewhere,  would,  under  our  differ- 
ent institutions  and  habits,  probably  increase  -rather  than 
dimini^  any  existing  evils  in  the  currency. 

It  is  conceded  that  these  disproportionate  issues  by  bank- 
ing institutions  are  in  fact^much  more  frequent  in  regions 
where  the  nun^r  of  banks  is  small  than  wher6  it  is  large, 
provided  their  charters  be  similar  in  omitting  prudent  limi- 
tations :  because,  in  the  former  case,  there  is  less  vigilance, 
caution,  and  correction,  produced  by  the  jealousies  and  in- 
terests x>f  rival  institutions,  to  prevent  excessive  issues  and 
irregular  and  dangerous  discounts. 

But  the  tendency  to  excessive  trading,  excessive  credits, 
and  rash  enterprises,  is  so  strong,  and  sometimes  ungov- 
ernable in  individuals,  and  in  some  respects  equally  or 
more  so  in  corporations,  as  to  endanger  the  stability  of  both 
banks  and  business,  unless  the  power  to  manufacture  paper 
money  is  carefully  restricted  and  wisely  regulated.  The 
present  amount  of  bank  capital,  as  well  as  its  increase  for 
some  years  past,  is  another  kindred  topic  of  some  interest. 
But  space  does  not  exist  on  this  occasion  for  its  full  ex- 
position, and  at  the  same  time  it  is  not  very  alarming,  ex- 
cept where  it  has  been  authorized  without  proper  limitation 
on  paper  issues,  and  without  other  prudent  bank  restric- 
tions. 

The  whole  bank  capital  in  active  operation  is  computed 
to  have  been  over  $200,000,000  in  1833-*4;  $231,000,000 
in  1834-'5;  $250,000,000  in  1835-'6;andnear$50,000,000 
more  has  been  authorized,  most  of  which  is  supposed  not 
yet  to  be  in  full  operation. 

More  facts  will  be  exhibited  on  these  points,  and  par- 
ticularly on  the  amount  of  bank  capital  in  each  State, 
in  a  special  report  soon  to  be  present  from  this  Depart- 
ment to  Congress,  concerning  the  detailed  condition  of  the 
State  banks  near  the  1st  of  January,  1836. 

Had  it  not  been  for  large  sales  of  American  stocks  abroad, 
and  the  very  high  prices  given  there  for  our  principal  sta- 
ples, a  demand  for  specie  for  export  would  doubtless  have 
arisen  ere  this  from  our  over-trading,  and  have  greatly 
enhanced  the  present  difficulties  which  some  of  the  banks 
now  experience,  chiefly  from  the  great  excess  of  paper  in 
circulation.  The  comparative  value  of  specie  being  redu- 
ced by  such  excesses,  die  evil  would  have  been  still  more 
aggravated  if  those  excesses  had  not  become  somewhat 
diminished,  and  specie  had  not  become  in  greater  demand 
here,  in  consequence  of  the  circular  as  to  the  kind  of  money 
receivable  for  the  public  lands,  issued  by  direction  of  the 
President  in  July  last.  This  demand  has  contributed  to  re- 
tain and  diffuse  it  wider,  and  to  make  its  great  and  early  ex- 
port less  probable  than  it  otherwise  would  have  been.  The 
other  objects  of  that  circular  were  gpradually  to  bring  back  the 
practice,  in  those  payments,  to  what  was  deemed  to  be  the 
true  spirit  as  well  as  tetter  of  our  existing  laws,  and  to 
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what  the  safety  of  the  public  money  in  the  deposite  banks 
and  tlie  desirable  improvement  of  our  currency  seemed  at 
that  time  to  unite  in  rendering  judicious.  The  reasons 
more  in  detail  for  the  measure  are  contained  in  the  docu- 
ment itself,  of  whic^  a  copy  is  annexed.  Our  moneyed 
operations  have  also  been  somewhat  affected  by  a  few  diffi- 
culties abroad  in  the  nation  with  which  our  commercial 
intercourse  is  greatest,  and  whose  monetary  system  of  late 
years,  often  beating  with  a  pulse  like  our  own,  is  under 
influences  nearly  corresponding. 

Since  1833,  the  paper  circulation  in  England  is  suppo- 
sed to  have  increased  over  sixteen  millions  of  dollars,  while 
the  specie  possessed  by  the  banks  has  diminished  over  twen- 
ty-three millions.  The  whole  circulation  of  private  banks, 
joint-stock  banks,  and  th&  Bank  of  England,  is  now  prob- 
ably about  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  millions  of  paper  to 
less  than  twenty-six  millions  of  specie  on  hand ;  whereas, 
in  1833,  it  was  only  about  one  hundred  and  thirty -seven 
millions  to  fifly  millions  of  specie,  or  now  from  five  and 
six  to  one,  but  then  only  two  and  tiireeto  one :  consequent- 
ly, an  alarm  and  pressure  have  arisen  there,  which  are  op- 
erating unfavorably  here,  though  they  have  arisen  not  so 
much  from  an  excessive  amount  of  both  the  paper  and  spe- 
cie currency  united,  as  from  the  greatly  increased  dispro- 
portion, being  quite  double,  between  the  paper  issues  and 
the  specie  on  hand  by  all  the  banks. 

What  portion  of  Uieir  paper  was  or  is  now  held  by  each 
other  is  not  known ;  but,  as  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land are  a  tender  by  all  the  private  and  joint-stock  banks, 
the  amount  is  probably  large. 

Their  banking  system,  as  a  whole,  with  every  supposed 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  a  national  bank,  is  believed  to  be 
under  much  more  defective  regulations,  as  to  excessive  is- 
sues, excessive  discounts,  and  secrecy  of  condition  and  pro- 
ceedings, than  is  our  own  in  most  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 
Indeed,  so  unsatisfactory  has  been  its  operations,  that  they 
have  recently  become  the  subject  of  parliamentary  inquiry, 
which  it  is  proposed  to  resume  and  push  much  further  at  a 
subsequent  session. 

VIII.— ianc?  Office, 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  law  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, reorganizing  the  General  Land  Office,  some  doubts 
arose  whether  it  still  remained  attached  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  was 
taken  on  the  question.  In  consequence  of  his  opinion, 
that  the  supervision  over  its  concerns  remained  here,  and 
of  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  under 
whose  control  that  law  now  places  all  the  afiairs  of  the  Gen- 
eral Lan4  Office,  steps  were  taken  by  me  to  cany  it  into  im- 
mediate effect.  I'he  result,  thus  far,  has  been  a  sensible  dimi- 
nution in  the  pressure  of  the  business  of  that  office,  a  bet- 
ter system  of  supervision  and  despatch  for  most  of  it,  and 
much  less  delay  in  completing  titles  to  the  public  domain. 
Should  the  sales  not  continue  very  large  during  a  few  on- 
suing  years,  it  is  believed  that  the  whole  arrearages  of  busi- 
ness can  be  disposed  of,  and  the  promptitude  in  all  its  fu- 
ture operations  secured,  which  is  so  immediately  impor- 
tant to  the  great  Western  and  Southwestern  sections  of 
the  country,  and  more  or  less  beneficial  to  ally  as  well  as 
creditable  to  the  administration  of  the  Government 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  will  speedily  be  laid 
before  Congress  in  a  separate  communication,  and  con- 
tains many  suggestions  which  seem  to  deserve  careful  at- 
tention. 

IX. — MiacellaneotM, 

Great  inconveniences  have  been  sustained,  in  many  parts 
of  the  country,  by  an  omission  to  repeal  or  modify  the  [nx>- 
visoes  in  the  tariff  act  of  1833.  A  detailed  report  on  this 
subject  has  once  been  submitted  by  this  Department ;  and 
the  interests  of  the  community  connected  with  the  articles 
of  hardware  afiected  by  these  provisoes,  and  convenience 
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in  the  execution  of  the  revenue  lawp,  appear  to  lequire  the 
earliest  attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject. 

The  revision  of  the  present  system  of  compensation  to 
custom-house  officers,  with  the  various  changes  in  our  col- 
lection laws,  heretofore  recommended  in  connexion  with 
that  revision,  is  deemed  very  important  to  the  mercantile 
community  as  well  as  to  the  Treasury;  and  at  the  same  time 
to  the  just  and  ratable  compensation  for  arduous  and  re- 
*  sponsible  duties  to  many  collectors  and*  other  officers  who 
are  now  inadequately  paid,  while  some  receive  an  amount 
disproportioned  to  their  situation  and  labors. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  and  in  addition  to  former 
recommendations  to  Congress,  as  well  as  the  valuable  re- 
port on  the  safety  of  steam-boilers,  submitted  at  the 
last  session  from  the  Franklin  Institute,  it  seems  proper  to 
urge  earnestly  for  consideration  the  necessity  of  some  pro- 
vision for  the  more  careful  management  of  steamboats  nav- 
igated under  papers  from  the  custom-houses — subjecting 
their  commanders,  and  in  suitable  cases  their  owners,  to 
the  forfeiture  of  their  papers,  and  other  severe  penalties,  in 
cases  of  carelessness  or  neglect,  destructive  to  property  or 
life. 

The  security  of  the  public  money  would  be  promoted  in 
many  cases  by  requiring  bonds  from  district  attorneys, 
through  the  hands  of  some  of  whom  large  sums  pass  in 
collections,  without  any  collateral  obligation  being  given  for 
the  indemnity  of  the  United  States,  as  required  in  most 
analagous  cases  of  public  officers. 

The  act  in  respect  to  insolvent  debtors,  the  execution  of 
which  is  placed  in  the  charge  of  this  Department,  expires 
in  June  next,  and  the  propriety  of  the  further  continuance 
of  its  provisions  is  suggested  to  Congress. 

The  first  four  instaUnents  due  under  the  French  trea- 
ty have  been  paid  in  Paris  since  my  last  annual  re- 
port. The  sum  claimed  by  our  agent  and  by  this  De- 
partment exceeds  that  paid  by  the  French  Government 
in  the  amount  of  more  than  a  million  of  francs,  and  the 
difference  is  now  the  subject  of  correspondence  and  nego- 
tiation. 

What  was  actually  paid  has  been  remitted  to  this  coun- 
try in  gold,  and  divided  among  the  claimants.  From  the 
rates  of  exchange  and  price  of  gold,  it  was  deemed  most 
advantageous  to  the  claimants  to  have  it  sent  home  in  that 
form^  though  a  direction  was  subsequently  given  to  sub- 
stitute bills  of  exchange  or  other  modes  of  remittance,  if 
nij>re  profitable,  but  which  the  agent  did  not  find  it  expe- 
di^ni  or  beneficial  to  do. 

The  third  instalment  of  the  Neapolitan  indemnity,  and 
the  first  payments  due  on  the  inscriptions  under  the  treaty 
of  indemnity  with  Spain,  have  also  been  since  discharged 
witti  punctuality,  and  remitted  here  in  a  similar  manner 
and  upder  similar  instructions. 

Various  other  topics  suggested  in  the  last  two  annual  re- 
ports to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  and  not  yet  finally 
legislated  on,  the  Department  would  earnestly  but  respectful- 
ly present  again  to  its  attention.  Among  them  may  be  more 
particularly  mentioned  the  reorganization  of  this  Depart- 
ment, and  the  change  in  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal 
year  and  of  the  annual  appropriations. 

Several  other  subjects  have  received  proper  attention, 
which  are  connected  with  the  official  duties  of  the  Treas- 
ury, or  have  been  specially 'devolved  on  its  charge :  such  as 
the  repairs  of  the  bridge  across  the  Potomac ;  the  survey  of 
the  coast;  and  the  manufacture  of  weights  and  measures, 
not  only  for  the  different  custom-houses,  but  for  each  State 
in  the  Union ;  the  appropriate  sites  for  new  marine  hospitals ; 
the  practices  pursued  in  other  countries  as  to  the  transport- 
ation of  their  poor  citizens  hither,  who  have  been  burden- 
some for  their  maintenance ;  a  digest  of  the  returns  and 
condition  of  State  banks,  near  January  Ist,  1 836 ;  the  sums 
disbursed  under  each  appropriation  made  the  present  year, 
and  more  detailed  exhibits  of  all  the  contingent  expendi- 


tures of  the  Department.  The  most  important  of  these 
will,  at  an  early  day,  be  made  the  subject  of  separate  com- 
munications. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Hon.  Martin  Vaji  Bubkn, 

President  of  the  Senate  of  the  Untied  States. 

DOCUMENTS   RELATIVE  TO  TEXAS. 

Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  Siath,  relative 

to    the  ^'political,   military,  and   civil  condition    of 

Texas." 
To  Uie  Senate  and  House  of  RepnhientaLivcfl : 

During  the  last  session,  information  was  given  to  Con- 
gress, by  the  Executive,  that  measures  had  been  taken  to 
ascertain  *' the  political,  military,  and  civil  condition  of 
Texas."  I  now  submit,  for  your  consideratioti,  extracts 
from  the  report  of  the  agent,  who  had  been  appointed  to 
collect  it,  relative  to  the  condition  of  that  country. 

No  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Executive  towards  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  Texas ;  and  the 
whole  subject  would  have  been  left  without  further  remark, 
on  the  information  now  given  to  Congress,  were  it  not 
that  the  two  Houses,  at  their  last  session,  acting  separately, 
passed  resolutions  « that  the  independence  of  Texas  ought 
to  be  acknowledged  by  the  United  States,  whenever  satis- 
factory information  should  be  received  that  it  had  in  suc- 
cessful operation  a  civil  Government,  capable  of  perform- 
ing the  duties  and  fulfilling  the  obligations  of  an  independ- 
ent Power.''  This  mark  of  interest  in  the  question  of  the 
independence  of  Tejcas,  and  indication  of  the  views  of  Con- 
gress, make  it  proper  that  I  should,  somewhat  in  detail,  pre- 
sent the  considerations  that  have  governed  the  Executive 
in  contUiuing  to  occupy  the  ground  previously  taken  in  the 
contest  between  Mexico  and  Texas. 

The  acknowledgment  of  a  new  State  as  independent, 
and  entitled  to  a  place  in  the  family  of  nations,  is  at  all 
times  an  act  of  great  delicacy  and  responsibili^ ;  but  more 
especially  so,  when  such  State  has  forcibly  separated  itself 
from  another,  of  which  it  had  formed  an  integral  part,  and 
which  still  claims  dominion  over  it.  A  premature  recog- 
nition, under  these  circumstances,  if  not  looked  upon  as 
justifiable  cause  of  war,  is  always  liable  to  be  regarded  as  a 
proof  of  an  unfriendly  spirit  to  one  of  the  contending  par- 
ties. All  questions  relative  to  the  government  of  foreign 
nations,  whether  of  the  old  or  the  new  world,  have  been 
treated  by  the  United  States  as  questions  of  fact  only  ;  and  our 
predecessors  have  cautiously  abstained  firom  deciding  upon 
them  until  the  clearest  evidence  was  in  their  possession, 
to  enable  them  not  only  to  decide  correctly,  but  to  shield 
their  decisions  from  every  unworthy  imputation.  In  all 
the  contests  that  have  arisen  out  of  the  revolutions  of 
France,  out  of  the  disputes  relating  to  the  crowns  of  Por- 
tugal and  Spain,  out  of  the  revolutionary  movements  of 
those  kingdoms,  out  of  the  separation  of  the  American 
possessions  of  both  from  the  European  Governments,  and 
out  of  the  numerous  and  constantly  occurring  struggles  for 
dominion  in  Spanish  America,  so  wisely  consistent  with 
our  just  principles  has  been  the  action  of  our  Government, 
that  we  have,  under  the  most  critical  circumstances,  avoid- 
ed all  censure,  and  encountered  no  other  evil  than  that 
produced  by  a  transient  estrangement  of  good  will  in  those 
against  whom  we  have  been,  by  force  of  evidence,  com- 
pelled to  decide. 

It  has  thus  been  made  known  to  the  world  that  the  uni* 
form  policy  and  practice  of  the  United  States  is,  to  avoid 
all  interference  in  disputes  which  merely  relate  to  the  in- 
ternal government  of  other  nations,  and  eventually  to  rec- 
ognise the  authority  of  the  prevailing  party,  without 
reference  to  our  particular  interests  and  views,  or  to  the 
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merit  of  the  original  oontroversy.  Public  opinion  here  is 
80  firmly  established  and  well  understood  in  favor  of  this 
policy,  that  no  serious  disagreement  has  ever  arisen  among 
ourselves  in  relation  to  it,  although  brought  under  review 
in  a  variety  of  forms,  and  at  periods  when  the  minds  of 
the  people  were  greatly  excited  by  the  agitation  of  topics 
purely  domestic  in  their  character.  Nor  has  any  deliber- 
ate inquiry  ever  been  instituted  in  Congress,  or  in  any  of 
our  legiskttive  bodies,  as  to  whom  belonged  the  power  of 
originally  recognising  a  new  State ;  a  power  the  exercise 
of  which  is  equivalent,  under  some  circumstances,  to  a  dec- 
laration of  war ;  a  power  nowhere  expressly  delegated,  and 
only  granted  in  the  constitution  as  it  is  necessarily  involved 
in  some  of  the  great  powers  given  to  Congress ;  in  that 
given  to  the  President  and  Senate  to  form  treaties  with 
foreign  Powers  and  to  appoint  ambassadors  and  other  pub- 
lic ministers ;  and  in  that  conferred  upon  the  President  to 
receive  ministers  from  foreign  nations. 

In  the  preamble  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, it  is  distinctly  intimated  that  the  expediency  of 
recognising  the  independence  of  Texas  should  be  left  to  the 
decision  of  Congress.  In  this  view,  on  the  ground  of  ex- 
pediency, I  am  disposed  to  concur  ;  and  do  not,  therefore, 
consider  it  necessary  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  strict 
constitutional  right  of  the  Executive,  either  apart  from  or 
in  conjunction  with  the  Senate,  over  the  subject.  It  is  to 
be  presumed  that  on  no  future  occasion  will  a  dispute  arise, 
as  none  has  heretofore  occurred,  between  the  Executive  and 
Legislature,  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  recognition .  It 
will  always  be  considered  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  and  most  safe,  that  it  should  be  exercised, 
when  probably  leading  to  war,  with  a  previous  understand- 
ing with  that  body  by  whom  war  can  alone  be  declared, 
and  by  whom  all  the  provisions  for  sustaibing  its  perils 
must  be  furnished.  Its  submission  to  Congress,  which 
represents  in  one  of  its  branches  the  States  of  this  Union, 
and  in  the  other  the  people  of  the  United  States,  where 
there  may  be  reasonable  ground  to  apprehend  so  grave  a 
consequence,  would  certainly  afford  the  fullest  satisfaction 
to  our  own  country,  and  a  perfect  guarantee  to  all  other 
nations  of  the  justice  and  prudence  of  the  measures  which 
might  be  adopted. 

In  making  these  suggestions,  it  is  net  my  purpose  to 
relieve  myself  from  the  responsibility  of  expressing  my  own 
opinions  of  the  course  the  interests  of  our  country  prescribe, 
and  its  honor  permits  us  to  follow. 

It  is  scarcely  to  be  imagined  that  a  question  of  this  char- 
acter could  be  presented,  in  relation  to  which  it  would  be 
more  difficult  for  the  United  States  to  avoid  exciting  the 
suspicion  and  jealousy  of  other  Powers,  and  maintain  their 
established  character  for  fair  and  impartial  dealing ;  but  on 
this,  as  on  every  trying  occasion,  safety  is  to  bo  found  in  a 
rigid  adherence  to  principle. 

In  the  contest  between  Spain  and  her  revolted  colonies, 
we  stood  aloof,  and  waited  not  only  until  the  ability  of  the 
new  States  to  protect  themselves  was  fully  established, 
but  until  the  danger  of  their  being  again  subjugated  had 
entirely  passed  away.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  were  they 
recognised.  Such  was  our  course  in  regard  to  Mexico 
herself.  The  same  policy  was  observed  in  all  the  disputes 
growing  out  of  the  separation  into  distinct  Governments 
of  those  Spanish  American  States  who  began  or  carried  on 
the  contest  with  the  parent  country,  united  under  one  form 
of  government  We  acknowledged  the  separate  independ- 
ence of  New  Granada,  of  Venezuela,  and  of  Ecuador,  only^ 
af\er  their  independent  existence  was  no  longer  a  subject 
of  dispute,  or  was  actually  acquiesced  in  by  those  with  whom 
they  had  been  previously  united.  It  is  true  that,  with  re- 
gard to  Texas,  the  civil  authority  of  Mexico  has  been  ex- 
pelled, its  invading  army  defeat^,  the  chief  of  the  repub- 
lic himself  captured,  and  all  present  power  to  control  the 
newly  organized  Government  of  Texas  annihilated  within 


its  confines.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is,  in  appear- 
ance at  least,  an  immense  disparity  of  physical  force  on 
tlie  side  of  Mexico.  The  Mexican  jepublic,  under  anoth- 
er Executive,  is  rallying  its  forces  under  a  new  leader,  and 
menacing  a  fresh  invasion  to  recover  its  lost  dominion.  - 
Upon  the  issue  of  this  threatened  invasion  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas  may  be  considered  as  suspended ;  and  were 
there  nothing  peculiar  in  the  relative  situation  of  the  United  « 
States  and  Texas,  our  acknowledgment  of  its  independ- 
ence at  such  a  crisis  could  scarcely  be  regarded  as  con- 
sistent with  that  prudent  reserve  with  which  we  have  here- 
tofore held  ourselves  bound  to  treat  all  similar  questions. 
But  there  are  circumstances  in  the  relations  of  the  two 
countries  which  require  us  to  act,  on  this  occasion,  with 
even  more  than  our  wonted  caution.  Texas  was  once 
claimed  as  a  part  of  our  property ;  and  there  are  those 
among  our  citizens  who,  always  reluctant  to  abandon  that 
claim,  cannot  but  regard  with  solicitude  the  prospect  of 
the  reunion  of  the  territory  to  this  country.  A  large 
proportion  of  its  civilized  inhabitants  are  emigrants  from 
the  United  States,  speak  the  same  language  wi^  ourselves, 
cherish  the  same  principles,  political  and  religious,  and 
are  bound  to  many  of  our  citizens  by  ties  of  friendship 
and  kindred  blood ;  and,  more  than  all,  it  is  known  that 
the  people  of  that  country  have  instituted  the  same  form 
of  government  with  our  own,  and  have,  since  the  close  of 
your  last  session,  openly  resolved,  on  the  acknowledgment 
by  us  of  their  independence,  to  seek  admission  into  the 
Union  as  one  of  the  Federal  States.  This  last  circum- 
stance is  a  matter  of  peculiar  delicacy,  and  forces  upon  us 
considerations  of  the  gravest  character.  The  title  of  Texas 
to  the  territory  she  claims  is  identified  with  her  independ- 
ence. She  asks  us  to  acknowledge  that  title  to  the  terri- 
tory, with  an  avowed  design  to  treat  immediately  of  its 
transfer  to  the  United  States.  It  becomes  us  to  beware  of 
a  too  early  movement,  as  it  might  subject  us,  however  un- 
justly, to  the  imputation  of  seeking  to  establish  the  claim 
of  our  neighbors  to  a  territory,  with  a  view  to  its  subse- 
quent acquisition  by  ourselves.  Prudence,  therefore, 
seems  to  dictate  that  we  should  still  stand  aloof,  and  main- 
tain our  present  attitude,  if  not  until  Mexico  itself,  or 
one  of  the  great  foreign  Powers,  shall  recognise  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  new  Government,  at  least  until  the  lapse 
of  time  or  the  course  of  events  shall  have  proved,  beyond 
cavil  or  dispute,  the  ability  of  the  people  of  that  country  to 
maintain  their  separate  sovereignty  and  to  uphold  the  Gov- 
ernment constituted  by  them.  Neither  of  the  contending 
parties  can  complain  of  this  course.  By  pursuing  it,  we 
are  but  carrying  out  the  long-established  policy  of  our  Gov- 
emment — a  policy  which  has  secured  to  us  respect  and  in- 
fluence abroad,  and  inspired  confidence  at  home. 

Having  thus  discharged  my  duty,  by  presenting  with 
simplicity  and  directness  the  views  which,  after  much  re- 
flection, I  have  been  led  to  take  of  this  important  subject,  I 
have  only  to  add  the  expression  of  my  confidence,  tJiat  if 
Congress  shall  differ  with  me  upon  it,  their  judgment  will 
be  the  result  of  dispassionate,  prudent,  and  wise  delibera- 
tion ;  with  the  assurance  that,  during  the  short  time  I  shall 
continue  connected  with  the  Government,  I  shall  promptly 
and  cordially  unite  with  you  in  such  measures  as  may  be 
deemed  best  fitted  to  increase  the  prosperity  and  perpetu- 
ate^ the  peace  of  our  favored  country. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Washiwgtow,  December  21,  1836. 


Extraeisfrom  the  Report  of  the  Agent  appointed  to  collect 
information  relative  to  Texas, 

Vblasco,  Texas,  August  13,  1836. 

Sra :  As  far  as  opportuniUes  have  permitted  since  my 
arrival  in  Texas,  I  have  made  inquiries  upon  the  various 
subjects  referred  to  in  your  letter  of  instructions,  but  am 
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only  able  at  this  time  to  furnish  the  following  information. 
The  present  Government  is  in  operation  by  virtue  of  an  or- 
dinance organizing  an  Executive  Government  ad  interim, 
to  consist  of  a  President,  Vice  President,  Secretary  of 
State,  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy,  passed  by  a  conven- 
tion of  delegates  in  March  last,  immediately  after  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution  of  the  17th  of  that  month. 
^  The  administration  is  to  continue  .until  a  new  arrangement 
shall  be  made  by  the  approaching  Congress  in  September, 
as  provided  under  the  constitution.  I  have  not  seen  the 
ordinance  referred  to,  as  the  original  is  at  Columbia,  and 
no  publication  of  it  has  yet  been  made.  My  next  despatch 
will  probably  contain  a  copy  of  it. 

The  attention  of  the  Government  seems  to  be  directed 
at  this  moment  almost  exclusively  to  the  increase  and  di»- 
'  cipline  of  the  army.  I  am  informed  that  the  troops  now 
in  the  field  amount  to  two  thousand  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  T.  J.  Rusk ;  five  hundred  men  of  this 
force  are  cavulry,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Briga- 
dier General  Houston,  who  occupies  a  position  on  the  river 
Nueces,  at  or  near  San  Patricio,  en  the  Matamoras  road. 
Two  companies  of  mounted  men  are  at  San  Antonio  de 
Bexar,  to  cover  that  place  from  the  incursions  of  the  In- 
dians ;  the  balance  of  the  army  is  encamped  on  the  Coleto 
creek,  between  the  Guadaloupe  de  Victoria  and  Goliad, 
about  fifteen  miles  east  of  the  latter  place.  The  old  in- 
habitants, it  is  said,  are  at  home,  attending  to  their  crops^ 
but  are  organized  so  as  to  be  ready  for  the  field  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning.  Besides  this  number,  the  authorities 
here  state  that  there  are  about  six  hundred  men,  composed 
of  variou*  corps  of  volunteers,  encamped  at  diflerent  points 
or  on  the  march  between  this  place  and  the  headquarters 
of  the  army,  all  of  whom  can  be  incorporated  into  it  at  any 
time,  if  necessary.  Finding  that  these  forces  were  collect- 
ing in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Rio  del  Norte,  and  know- 
ing that  our  merchants  had  a  large  interest  in  the  commerce 
in  that  direction,  which  might  be  put  in  jeopardy  by  a  suc- 
cessful investment  of  Matamoras,  I  waived  for  the  present 
any  further  inquiry  into  the  political  condition  of  the  coun- 
try, and  directed  my  attention  to  the  latter  subject. 

During  the  absence  of  Major  General  Samuel  Houston, 
tlie  command  of  the  army  devolves  upon  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Rusk,  who  is  now  in  command.  Brigadier  General 
T.  .1.  Green  and  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Felix  Houston 
are  the  principal  field  oflicers  under  General  Rusk. 

The  vessels  to  be  employed  will  consist  of  the  Invinci- 
ble, carrying  eight  port  guns  and  one  pivot  nine  pounder ; 
the  Brutus,  of  the  same  force;  the  Independence,  carrying 
eight  guns;  and  the  Liberty,  of  three,  the  latter  being 
now  under  repair. 

Within  the  last  month,  the  emigrants  have  increased  by 
several  hundreds;  many  having  arrived  in  the  schooners 
Flora,  Passaic,  and  Julius  Cesar,  and  the  brig  Good 
Hope,  besides  settlers  over  land  by  the  Nacogdoches  road. 

General  Santa  Anna  is  now  at  Orazimbo,  opposite 
Bolivia,  on  the  Brazos  river,  and  about  forty-five  miles 
above  this  place;  he  was  removed  there  from  Columbia 
about  two  weeks  since,  and  is  guarded  by  a  company  of 
troops  under  the  command  of  Captain  Patten. 

So  fiir  as  an  opinion  can  be  formed,  from  the  present  in- 
dications of  public  sentiment,  as  to  what  disposition  will  be 
made  of  that  officer,  it  is  probable  he  will  be  finally  dis- 
posed of  in  some  way  by  the  next  Congress  of  Texas. 
Some  of  the  candidates  for  Congress  have  pledged  them- 
selves, if  elected,  to  advocate  the  trying  him  as  a  mur- 
derer. 

Colonels  Almonte  and  Numez,  and  Mr.  Carro,  the 
latter  his  private  secretary,  are  with  General  Santa  Anna. 

There  are  forty-eight  Mexican  officers,  and  near  six  hun- 
dred men,  prisoners  at  and  near  Galveston,  besides  a  few 
in  this  place.  I  examined  in  Quintana  many  of  the  arms 
taken  at  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  and  am  not  surprised 


that  the  Mexicans  were  defeated,  as  the  muskets  are  of 
Spanish  make,  and  appear  to  have  been  worthless  many 
years  ago.  If  the  weapons  to  be  used  by  those  in  any  fu- 
ture hattle  should  be  such  as  these,  the  prediction  of  the 
Texians  that  they  will  succeed  in  the  same  proportion  as 
their  last  victory,  may  be  readily  fulfilled,  without  any  re- 
proach upon  the  patriotism  or  bravery  of  tiieii  enemy. 

In  a  few  days  I  shall  proceed  to  tiie  interior,  to  collect, 
from  personal  observation,  the  materials  for  a  more  sya- 
tematic  despatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  MORFIT. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Fobsttr, 

Secretary  of  State. 

VsLABco,  Seat  or  GovEiixMEirT  of  Texas, 

August  22,  1836. 

Sib  :  The  present  political  condition  of  Texas  has  been 
produced  by  a  series  of  alleged  aggressions  upon  the  laws 
of  colonization;  a  refusal,  upon  the  part  of  Mexico,  to  pro- 
tect the  colonial  settlements  from  the  depredations  of  the 
Indian  tribes ;  by  laws  excluding  citizens  of  the  United 
States  of  the  North  from  admission  into  the  country ;  by  a 
refusal  to  incorporate  this  provmce  into  the  fiederal  system, 
as  provided  by  the  constitution ;  and,  finally,  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  central  or  consolidated  Government,  and  the 
destruction  of  the  constitution  itself.  Such  are  the  rea- 
sons assigned  by  the  old  inhabitants  with  whom  I  have  con- 
versed for  the  separation  of  this  State  from  Mexico. 

The  history  of  the  events  leading  to  the  revolution,  as  I 
find  it  in  the  public  documents,  is  this :  In  1824,  a  conven- 
tion was  held  by  representatives  from  all  the  provinces,  and 
a  federal  system  and  constitution  adopted,  by  whidi  all 
Mexico  became  a  republic.  Texas,  at  that  time,  did  not 
contain  the  required  population  to  become  a  State,  but  was 
provisionally  united  with  the  neighboring  province  of 
Coahuila,  to  form  the  State  of  Coahuila  and  Texas,  until 
the  latter  should  possess  the  necessary  elements  to  form  a 
separate  State  for  herself.  ThiB  law  was  understood  and 
intended  to  guaranty  to  the  latter  a  specific  political  exiist- 
ence,  as  soon  as  she  should  be  in  a  condition  to  exercise  it. 

In  1833,  the  inhabitants  having  ascertained  that  their 
numbers  were  equal  to  most  and  exceeded  several  of  the 
old  States,  and  that  the  resources  of  the  country  were  such 
as  to  constitute  the  required  elements  for  a  State,  they  held 
a  convention,  and  formed  a  constitution  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  that  of  the  Mexican  republic.  This  was  presented 
to  the  general  Congress,  with  a  petition  to  be  admitted  in- 
to the  Union.  The  application  was  rejected,  and  the  del- 
egate imprisoned. 

In  1834,  the  constitutional  Congress  was  dissolved  by  a 
military  order  of  the  President,  Santa  Aima,  before  the 
expiration  of  its  appointed  term ;  and  in  the  following  year 
a  new  Congress  was  assembled,  by  virtue  of  another  mili- 
tary order,  which  is  said  to  have  been  "aristocratical,  ec- 
clesiastical, and  central,  in  its  politics."  Numerous  appli- 
cations were  made,  by  meetings  of  the  citizens,  and  by 
some  of  the  State  Legislatures,  to  restore  the  constitution 
and  Federal  Government,  and  protests  were  presented 
against  the  subversion  of  the  laws ;  but  they  were  disre- 
garded, and  in  many  instances  the  authors  were  persecuted 
and  imprisoned. 

The  central  Government  deposed  the  constitutional 
Vice  President  without  trial,  elected  another  in  his  place, 
united  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  one 
chamber,  and,  thus  constituted,  declared  itself  invested 
with  all  the  powers  of  a  legitimate  convention.  Under 
this  assumption,  it  abolished  the  federal  constitution  and 
established  a  consolidated  Government. 

In  September,  1 835,  General  Cos  invaded  the  province 
of  Texas  by  land,  with  orders  to  disarm  the  citizens  and  to 
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require  an  unconditional  BubmiBsion  to  the  central  military 
GoTemment,  under  penalty  of  expulsion  from  the  country. 
At  the  same  time  all  the  ports  were  declared  to  be  in  a 
state  of  blockade  ;  and  a  military  force  having  been  sent  to 
Gonzales  to  require  from  the  citizens  a  surrender  of  their 
arms,  a  battle  ensued,  which  terminated  in  the  retreat  of 
the  Mexicans. 

The  Texians  assert  that  this  resistance  was  not  because 
they  then  wished  to  separate  from  the  confederacy,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  because  they  were  desirous  to  bring 
back  the  Government  to  the  terms  of  the  constitution  of 
1824. 

They  therefore  held  a  convention  at  San  Felipe,  in 
November,  1835,  composed  of  fifty-six  representatives 
from  all  the  municipalities,  in  which  they  declared  that,  as 
Santa  Anna  and  other  military  chieflains  had,  by  force  of 
arms,  overthrown  the  federal  institutions  of  Mexico,  and 
dissolved  the  social  compact  which  existed  between  Texas 
and  the  other  members  of  the  confederacy,  they  had  taken 
up  arms  against  the  encroachments  of  mUitary  despots  and 
in  defence  of  the  constitution. 

This  was  considered  as  an  absolute  separation  from 
Mexico;  and  on  the  2d  of  March,  1836,  delegates  of  the 
people  from  all  the  districts  declared  Texas  a  <*  free,  sov- 
ereign, and  independent  State.'* 

A  provisional  Government  had  already  lieen  formed  un- 
der the  convention  of  November,  1835,  which  continued 
until  a  general  Congress  met  at  Washington,  on  the  Rio 
Brazos,  on  the  day  previous  to  the  declaration  of  independ- 
ence. 

-  This  convention  took  place  by  writs  of  election  issued 
by  the  provisional  Government ;  and  it  is  said  that  all  parts 
of  Texas  were  represented  in  it,  from  the  extreme  western 
settlement  at  San  Patricio,  on  the  Nueces,  to  the  Sabine 
and  Red  rivers. 

On  the  17  til  of  March,  1836,  that  convention  unani- 
mously adopted  the  present  constitution,  which,  in  the 
greater  part,  very  nearly  resembles  that  of  the  United-States, 
and  seems  to  have  received  the  general  approbation  of  the 
citizens. 

The  powers  of  the  Government,  under  that  instrument, 
are  divided  into  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  depart- 
ments; the  representatives  to  be  chosen  annually,  until 
Congress  shall  otherwise  provide  by  law,  and  the  Senators 
for  the  term  of  three  years. 

The  House  of  Representatives  to  consist  of  not  less  than 
twenty-four  nor  more  than  forty  members,  until  the  popu- 
lation shall  amount  to  one  hundred  thousand  souls ;  after 
which)  the  whole  number  shall  not  be  less  than  forty  nor 
more  than  one  hundred. 

The  Senate  to  be  never  less  than  one  third  nor  more 
than  one  half  the  number  of  representatives. 

The  executive  authority  is  vested  in  a  Chief  Magistrate, 
styled  the  President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas ;  the  first  to 
hold  his  ofiSce  for  two  years,  and  all  succeeding  Presidents 
to  be  elected  for  three  years,  and  be  ineligible  during  the 
following  terms. 

The  judicial  powers  are  confided  to  one  superior  and 
such  other  courts  as  Congress  may  establish ;  the  judges 
to  hold  their  offices  for  four  years,  and  be  eligible  to  re- 
election. 

Some  of  the  peculiarities  of  this  constitution  are :  that 
ministers  of  the  gospel  shall  not  be  elected  to  the  executive 
office  nor  to  a  seat  in  either  branch  of  Congress ; 

That  no  holder  of  public  money  or  col%tor  thereof  shall 
bo  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Legislature  until  he  shall  have 
acquitted  himself  of  all  responsibility  ; 

That  the  supreme  court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction 
only,  and  no  judge  shall  sit  in  a  cause  in  the  supreme 
court  virhich  shall  have  been  tried  by  him  in  a  court  below ; 
.  That  the  judges  are  to  be  elected,  by  joint  ballot  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  for  four  years ; 


That  the  Executive  shall  not  command  the  army  or  navy 
in  person,  without  the  authority  of  a  resolution  of  Congress ; 

That  all  officers  shall  remain  in  office  during  the  term 
of  the  President,  unless  sooner  removed  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate ; 

That  Congress  shall  not  have  the  power  to  emancipate 
slaves ;  nor  shSll  any  slaveholder  be  allowed  to  manumit 
without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature,  unless  he  shall 
send  the  slave  without  tho  limits  of  the  republic ; 

That  no  free  person  of  African  descent,  either  in  whole 
or  in  part,  shall  be  permitted  to  reside  permanently  in  the 
republic,  without  the  consent  of  Congress ; 

That  the  admission  of  negroes,  except  from  the  United 
States,  is  forever  prohibited,  and  the  importation  of  them 
declared  to  be  piracy ; 

That  no  alien  shall  hold  land  except  by  title  direct  from 
the  Government,  though  their  heirs  may  take  by  descent ; 

That  perpetuites  or  monopolies  are  contrary  to  the  ge- 
nius of  a  free  Government,  and  shall  not  be  allowed ; 

That  no  appropriation  shall  be  made  for  private  or  local 
purposes,  unless  two  thirds  of  each  House  shall  concur ; 

That  the  President  shall  not  renominate  the  same  indi- 
vidual to  office,  after  rejection  of  the  Senate. 

It  also  protects  the  public  domain  from  donations  made 
by  the  Legislature  of  Coahuila  and- Texas,  to  persons  not 
citizens  of  the  republic,  and  declares  sudi  grants  to  be 
fraudulent 

Although  the  constitution  has  been  approved  in  its  gene- 
ral features,  it  is  probable  an  early  attempt  will  be  made  to 
change  it  in  several  particulars  not  involving  the  stability 
of  the  republic. 

The  period  of  service  of  the  President  is  thought  by  some 
to  be  injudiciously  limited  to  three  years,  as  Uie  frequen 
recurrence  to  election  will  too  oflen  divert  the  people  from 
the  pursuits  of  industry  to  political  contests.  The  term  of 
six  years,  and  to  be  ineligible  after,  has  been  proposed  as 
most  likely  to  allay  the  feeling  of  party,  secure  stability  to 
the  Government,  and  repress  the  influence  of  the  ambitious. 

The  independence  of  the  Judiciary  has  been  discussed, 
and  the  propriety  of  changing  both  the  election  of  the 
judges  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  their  contin- 
uance from  four  years  to  a  tenure  for  life,  it  is  supposed 
may  be  readily  understood,  when  one  of  those  intricate 
cases  of  empru^ano  grants  is  contested,  which  will  involve 
the  term  of  service  of  half  a  dozen  judges,  and  require  all 
the  integrity  which  a  permanence  in  office  and  personal 
disinterestedness  can  inspire.  That  part  which  declares 
the  grants  by  the  State,  when  annexed  to  Coahuila,  void, 
will  perhaps  at  some  day  be  rescinded,  without  prejudice 
either  to  the  Government  or  the  demandants,  as  it  prejudges 
questions  purely  of  a  legal  nature,  which  should  necessari- 
ly be  left  to  the  judicial  forms.  That  restriction  upon  ap- 
propriations for  local  or  private  purposes,  without  the  con- 
currence of  two  thirds  of  each  House  of  Congress,  will  be 
either  changed,  to  avoid  sectional  and  personal  prejudices, 
or  the  constitutional  eflect  will  be  destroyed  by  a  reciprocal 
interchange  of  influence  and  votes. 

I  have  brought  those  points  to  your  view,  as  they  have 
been  commented  uiK)n  by  intelligent  citizens,  honorably  in- 
terested in  the  cause  of  the  country,  and  because  they  are 
questions  coming  strictly  within  the  letter  of  my  instructions. 

The  Government  is  now  administered  ad  int€ri7n,  by 
virtue  of  an  ordinance  of  the  convention  of  the  17th 
March,  1836,  which  followed  immediately  after  the  adop* 
tion  of  the  constitution.  There  is  an  anachronism  ae  to 
that  paper,  which  would  make  it  seem  to  have  been  passed 
before  the  constitution ;  but  that  error  arises  from  the  cir- 
cumstance that  the  date  on  which  it  was  reported  has  been 
mistaken  for  that  of  its  adoption,  which  followed  that  of 
the  constitution,  and  on  the  same  day. 

This  ordinance  provides  that  the  administration  shall 
have  ample  powers  to  do  whatever  was  contemplated  to  be 
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done  by  the  general  Congress,  excepting  judicial  acts,  and 
makes  the  Government  to  consist  of  a  President,  Vice  Pres- 
ident, Secretary  of  State,  Secretary  of  War,  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, to  be  elected  by  the  convention,  and  to  continue  until 
their  successors  shall  be  chosen  and  qualified. 

The  officers  to  constitute  the  Government  eu/  interim 
were  elected  immediately  by  the  convention,  and,  except 
where  vacancies  have  bc«n  filled  in  the  cabinet  upon  resig- 
nations or  appointments  to  other  offices,  the  administration 
still  continues  as  it  was  then  created. 

The  legislative  part  of  the  Government,  at  this  moment, 
may  be  said  to  be  in  abeyance,  as  no  provision  is  made  for 
that  branch  of  it  by  the  convention  previous  to  the  meeting 
of  Congress ;  but  that  will  soon  be  in  session,  and  its  pow- 
ers and  the  mode  of  its  administration  are  defined  by  the 
constitution. 

The  executive  department  ad  interim  is  administered 
by  a  President,  as  pointed  out  in  the  organic  law  of  the 
17th  March,  1836.  The  President  and  cabinet  form  an 
executive  council,  and,  among  other  powers,  have  that  to 
create  a  loan  not  exceeding  one  milhon  of  dollars,  and  to 
pledge  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  republic,  and  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  for  the  repayment 
of  the  same,  with  interest ;  to  appoint  commissioners  to 
any  foreign  Power,  and  to  issue  writs  of  election  for  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  at  an  earlier  day  than  that  fixed 
by  the  constitution,  and  to  convene  them  as  soon  after  the 
election  as  may  be  convenient. 

The  judicial  department,  as  now  partially  exercised,  con- 
si«its  of  the  municipal  judges,  alcaldes,  and  ayuntamientos, 
of  the  old  provisional  Government,  and  the  appointment  of 
a  judge,  under  the  present  administration,  for  admiralty 
causes,  in  the  district  of  Brazoria. 

The  judges  arc,  however,  restricted,  by  a  law  of  the  pro- 
visional Government,  from  aH  civil  jurisdiction,  except  in 
claims  against  absconding  debtors,  where  process  of  seques- 
tration under  the  civil  law,  similar  to  writs  of  attachment 
with  us,  may  issue  against  the  property  ;  but  no  process  of 
ne  exeat,  nor  any  other  proceeding  in  personam^  is  admit- 
teil,  except  in  criminal  matters,  of  which  the  courts  take 
cognizance,  as  under  the  laws  anterior  to  the  revolution. 

The  alcaldes  are  merely  nominal  conservators  of  the  peace, 
and  have  only  authority  in  litigated  actions  to  call  the  par- 
ties before  them  for  imparlance  or  arbitration.  The  ayun- 
tamientos were  small  corporations  of  the  respective  munici- 
palities into  which  the  province  was  formerly  divided,  and 
had  the  regulation  of  the  police.  The  jurisdiction  of  the 
alcaldes  and  that  of  the  ayuntamientos  is  now  scarcely  or 
never  invoked,  and  the  whole  system  of  jurisprudence  un- 
der the  old  forms  has  gone  entirely  out  of  use. 

The  appointment  of  the  district  judge  for  Brasoria  was 
by  virtue  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  the  Executive  under 
the  organic  law,  and  in  conformity  with  the  4th  article  of 
the  constitution;  it  was  made  more  especially  for  prize 
cases,  several  of  which  have  already  been  adjudicated. 
With  the  exception  of  the  patriotic  excitement  occasioned 
by  the  .iresent  movements  of  the  army,  and  the  interest 
manif>^  ed  in  the  cause  of  independence,  the  country  is 
tranquil,  and  her  citizens  zealous  in  sustaining  the  Govern- 
ment, good  order,  and  the  laws. 

In  pursuance  of  the  authority  given  in  the  executive  or- 
dinance, **the  President,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  cabinet,  has  issued  his  proclamation  for  the  election  of 
a  President,  Vice  President,  Senators  and  Representatives 
to  Congress. 

The  election  is  to  take  place  on  the  first  Monday  in  Sep- 
tember next,  and  will  comprise  fourteen  Senators  and  thir- 
ty-two Representatives,  who  are  required  to  convene  on 
the  first  Monday  of  October  ensuing,  at  Columbia ;  so  that 
the  presumption  is,  the  Government,  as  contemplated  by 
the  constitution,  will  be  in  full  operation  within  a  few  days 
•  nftpr  that  time. 


I  am  obliged  to  leave  this  subject  for  the  present,  to  ad- 
dress you  another  letter  by  the  same  conveyance  apon  mat- 
ters of  a  more  incidental  nature. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  MORFIT. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Forstth, 

Secretary  of  State. 


VzLAsco,  August  23,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  returned  a  few  days  ago  from  Galvestop  and  that 
neighborhood.  The  easternmost  end  of  that  island  is 
garrisoned  by  the  Texians,  who  have  hastily  thrown  up  a 
mud  fort  and  erected  a  few  cannon.  General  Cos,  with 
forty-seven  other  Mexican  officers,  and  about  foor  hundred 
men,  have  been  confined  to  that  poet  since  the  battle  of 
San  Jacinto ;  the  rest  of  the  prisoners,  with  the  exception 
of  General  Santa  Anna,  are  dispersed  among  stations  in 
this  vfcinity.  On  the  1 6th  instant  I  was  present  at  the  em- 
barcation  of  the  officers  for  Anahuac,  a  small  town  on  the 
north  side  of  the  bay,  about  twenty  miles  from  GaWeston, 
whither  they  have  been  ordered  by  the  President,  so  as  to 
diminish  the  risk  of  the  garrison  in  the  event  of  a  naval 
attack  by  the  Mexicans.  This  place  is  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Morgan,  with  two  companies  of  regulars  and 
some  volunteers,  the  whole  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
men,  who  nevertheless  manifest  great  confidence  in  being 
able  not  only  to  control  the  prisoners  but  to  defiend  the 
place  against  any  approach  of  the  enemy.  The  whole 
place  has  the  appearance  of  a  military  encampment  ready 
for  action,  as  the  officers,  soldiers,  and  prisoners,  are  dis- 
persed among  a  hundred  tents  and  huts. 

The  course  to  be  pursued  towards  Santa  Anna  is  be- 
coming a  subject  of  much  interest,  and  will  probably  di- 
vide the  country  into  two  warm  parties ;  the  moderate  of 
which  will  contend  that  the  honor  of  the  country  is  worth 
mere  than  the  li'e  of  the  prisoner  ;'and  the  other,  that  crime 
is  more  justly  punished  under  the  law  of  retaliation  than  by 
that  of  humanity. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  addressed  a  letter  to  his  asso- 
ciates, in  which  he  expresses  himself  as  "  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  an  early  determination  of  the  question*' 
that  **  Santa  Anna  has  forfeited  his  life  by  the  highest  of 
all  crimes,  and  is  not  a  suitable  object  for  the  exercise  of  the 
pardoning  power."  He  proposes,  however,  as  the  next 
best  course  after  the  rejection  of  that  for  execution,  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  and  to  detain  Santa  Anna,  and  ike 
most  influential,  until  Mexico  shall  recognise  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas.  He  repudiates  the  idea  of  retaliation,  and 
asks  only  for  even-handed  justice.  The  rest  of  the  cabinet 
are  opposed  to  taking  the  Ufe  of  their  prisoner,  but,  I  be- 
lieve, agree  in  the  expediency  of  detaining  him  until  Mexi- 
co shall  establish  a  permanent  treaty  of  peace.  The  argu- 
ment of  the  President  is,  that  Santa  Anna  vras  brought  to 
camp  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  treated  as  such ;  and  that,  un- 
der military  usages  in  relation  to  one  surrendered  and  re- 
ceived as  a  prisoner,  the  pre-servation  of  his  life  ■*  is  the 
first  and  unequivocal  axiom  of  those  customs  ;'*  that  *<it  is 
the  untutored  savage  only  who  immolates  his  captives  to 
the  disembodied  manes  of  his  slaughtered  friends :  to  his 
benighted  fancy  the  spirits  of  the  slain  in  battle  rejoice  in 
the  sufferings  and  gambol  amidst  the  agonies  of  dying 
captives.'*  The  adJress  of  the  Secretary  of  War  has  been 
published,  a  copy  of  which  I  now  send.  "The  views  of  the 
Executive  havejiot  been  printed,  but  I  have  heard  them 
expressed  in  tlie  language  just  quoted. 

Notwithstanding  the  general  indignation  against  the 
prisoner,  for  the  perpetration  of  so  many  crimes  alleged 
against  him,  it  is  probable  that,  after  the  next  victory,  the 
chivalrous  feelings  of  the  brave  men  of  the  country  will 
prevail,  and  that  clemency  will  take  the  place  even  of 
justice. 
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On  Sunday  morning  last,  a  company  of  citizen  soldieni 
came  down  from  Marion,  on  the  river  Brazos,  bringing  in- 
formation that  a  plan  for  the  liberation  of  Santa  Anna  had 
been  detected,  and  the  conspirators  taken  ;  and  that  some 
volunteers  from  New  Orleans,  and  who  were  then  here, 
were  supposetLto  he  implicated.  The  President  forthwith 
gave  the  necessary  orders  for  surrendering  those  volunteers, 
and  they  were  escorted  by  the  company  from  Marion  up 
to  that  plQce  for  examination. 

While  I  am  writing,  a  vessel  has  arrived  from  Mata- 
gorda, giving  a  flattering  account  of  the  Texian  army,  and 
of  tlie  means  they  have  to  sustain  them  in  their  present 
campaign. 

I'hese  are  the  desultory  points  to  which  I  alluded  in  the 
conclusion  of  my  letter  of  yesterdsy,  and  which  I  thought 
it  might  be  advisable  to  communicate. 

At  the  very  earliest  opportunity  I  shall  write  again ; 

And  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  MORFIT. 

To  the  Hon.  JjhitFoiistth, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Near  thb  Rio  Bbazos, 

August  27,  1836. 

Sir  :  The  boundaries  claimed  by  Texas,  since  the  repu- 
diation of  the  treaty  with  Santa  Anna,  will  extend  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  on  the  east  side,  up  to  its 
headwaters ;  thence,  on  a  line  due  north,  until  it  intersects 
that  of  the  United  States ;  and  with  that  line  to  the  Red 
river,  or  the  southern  boundary  of  the  United  States ;  thence 
to  the  Sabine,  and  along  that  river  to  its  mouth ;  and  from 
that  point,  westwardly,  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  the  Rio 
Grande. 

It  was  the  intention  of  this  Government,  immediately 
after  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  to  have  claimed  from  the  Rio 
Grande,  along  the  river,  to  the  30th  degree  of  latitude,  apd 
thence  due  west  to  the  Pacific.  It  was  found,  however, 
that  this  would  not  strike  a  convenient  point  on  the  Cali- 
fornia, that  it  would  be  difficult  to  control  a  wandering 
population  so  distant,  and  that  the  territory  now  determined' 
upon  would  be  sufficient  for  a  young  republic. 

Some  speculative  plans  were  laid  for  extending  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  when  those  limits  were  first 
proposed.  In  New  Orleans  it  was  said  that,  as  steamboats 
could  go  to  Natchitoches,  a  railroad  should  be  constructed 
from  that  place  through  a  gorge  in  the  southern  Rocky 
mountains,  and  thence  to  the  Gulf  of  California,  so  as  to 
give  the  Western  States  access  to  the  East  Indian,  Pe- 
ruvian, and  Chilian  trade,  which  would  set  competition, 
by  all  other  countries,  at  defiance.  The  merchants  at  the 
North  argued  that  the  Rio  del  Norte  could  be  ascended  by 
steamboats  nearly  seven  hundred  miles,  which  would  be 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  Colorado  of  the  West,  a  river 
^  that  empties  into  the  Gulf  of  California ;  and  that  thus,  in 
a  short  period  oi  time,  a  communication  would  be  opened 
to  India,  and  the  route  there  and  to  the  western  coast  of 
South  America  would  be  shortened  more  than  one  half. 
All  these  calculations  were  of  course  made  in  good  faith 
with  regard  to  the  territorial  rights  of  Mexico,  as  they  were 
only  upon  the  hypothesis  that  she  would  aduiowledge  the 
independence  of  Texas,  and  give  the  Americans  a  right  of 
transit  through  her  limits. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Executive,  that  when  the  treaty 
,  witli  Santa  Anna  was  under  consideration,  he  stated  that 
it  would  be  better  to  leave  that  question  open  for  adjust- 
ment in  the  pity  of  Mexico,  as  the  influence  of  his  party, 
and  his  own  representations  about  the  Texian  force,  would 
enable  him  to  meet  the  wishes  of  this  Government  on  the 
subject  with  more  certainty  and  ease  than  if  the  boundaries 
were  abruptly  fixed  without  such  previous  arrangement 
The  Rio  Grande  was  nevertheless  made  the  western  line 


by  implication,  as  tlie  third  article  of  the  agreement  stipu- 
lates that  the  Mexican  troops  should  evacuate  the  territory 
of  Texas,  passing  to  the  other  side  of  the  Rib  Grande  del 
Norte. 

The  boundaries,  as  I  have  first  described  them,  seem  to 
be  those  which  will  be  insisted  upon  in  any  future  nego- 
tiation. 

The  political  limits  of  Texas  proper,  previous  to  the  last 
revolution,  were,  the  Nueces  river  on  the  west,  along  the 
Red  river  on  the  north,  the  Sabine  on  the  east,  and  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  on  the  south. 

The  population  within  that  territory  is  said  to  have  been 
seventy  thousand ;  but,  from  all  that  I  can  learn,  it  should 
be  estimated  at  about  fifty  thousand,  or  less.  The  races 
consist  of  Anglo-Americans,  Mexican  natives,  aborigines, 
and  negroes.  Of  these,  there  are  perhaps  thirty  thousand 
Anglo-Amer.can  settlers,  distributed  principally  between 
the  Nueces  river  and  the  Sabine,  and  on  the  Trinidad, 
Colorado,  and  Brazos  rivers.  About  four  or  five  thousand 
of  the  men  of  this  population  still  remain  at  home,  attend- 
ing to  their  &rms.  There  are  three  thousand  five  hundred 
native  Mexicans,  of  Spanish  descent,  all  interested  in  the 
cause  of  Texas.  Of  these,  there  are  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of 

Nacogdoches,        .  *.  .        800  souls. 

In  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  -     2,000 

In  Victoria,  -  -  -         120 

San  Patricio,         -  -  -  50 

LaBahia,  ...        500 

The  aborigines  amount  to  about  twelve  thousand ;  of 
whom  there  are  four  hundred  souls,  or  one  hundred  and 
fifty  warriors,  of  the  Whaco  tribe,  who  have  a  village  near 
the  headwaters  of  the  Brazos ;  fifty  warriors,  or  two  hun- 
dred soulsi,  of  the  Towackanies,  who  are  a  branch  of  this 
tribe ;  two  hundred  warriors,  or  eight  hundred  souls,  of  the 
Tonkawas,  between  the  Colorado  and  La  Baca;  eighty 
warriors,  or  three  hundred  and  fifty  souls,  of  the  Conshat- 
tees,  near  the  Trinidada ;  sixty  warriors,  or  two  hundred 
and  fifly  souls,  of  Che  Alabamaa,  on  the  Neches ;  two  thou- 
sand warriors,  or  eight  thousand  souls,  of  the  Camanches, 
ranging  from  the  Guadaloupe  mountains,  across  the  head- 
waters of  the  Colorado,  Rio  Brazos,  and  Trinidad,  up  to 
the  Red  river ;  one  hundred  and  twenty  warriors,  or  five 
hundred  souls,  of  Caddoes,  who  have  lately  migrated  from 
the  borders  of  the  United  States  towards  the  Trinidad,  and 
who,  a  few  weeks  ago,  destroyed  the  village  of  Bastross ; 
two  hundred  and  fifty  warriors,  or  nine  hundred  souls,  of 
the  Lepons,  principally  above  the  Colorado  and  San  Anto- 
nio. Besides  these,  there  are  small  portions  of  several 
wandering  tribes,  amounting  to  two  hundred  warriors. 

This  enumeration  does  not  include  the  northern  Indians 
from  the  United  States,  consisting  of  the  Cherokees,  Kick- 
apoos,  Choctaws,  Chickasaws,  Pottawatamies,  Delawares, 
and  Shawnees,  amounting  to  about  two  thousand  warriors, 
who  are  restrained  from  taking  part  with  either  side,  in 
consequence  of  the  position  of  General  Gaines. 

It  is  said  that  General  Urrea  has  already  proposed  a 
treaty  of  alliance  with  those  tribes ;  the  consideration  for 
which,  in  the  event  of  success,  is,  that  the  Indians  shall 
possess  Texas.  This  fact  has  been  communicated  to  the 
commander-in-chief,  at  Camp  Sabine,  who  will,  no  doubt, 
take  care  to  enforce  the  neutrality  of  all  parties,  according 
to  the  treaty  of  1828. 

The  Towackanies  and  Tonkawas  are  merely  predatory, 
making  occasional  incursions  upon  settlements,  and  carry- 
ing off  cattle.  The  W^hacos  are  inimical,  but  their  acts 
are  chiefly  confined  to  inroads  upon  the  stock.  The  Lepans 
are  entirely  neutral.  The  Camanches,  who  are  the  largest 
tribe  in  the  country,  are  more  numerous  than  all  the  rest 
together,  having  about  two  thousand  warriors,  or  eight 
thousand  souls ;  are  friendly  to  Texas,  as  are  also  the  Con- 
sbattees  and  Alabamaa. 


88 


APPENDIX— To  Galei  Sf  SeatorCs  Register. 


24th  Cos0.  2d  Skbs.] 


Texa8, 


From  thii  it  will  be  seen  that,  of  the  Indian  tribes  be- 
longing to  the  State,  the  proportion  of  those  friendly  is  as 
four  to  one  of  those  who  are  inimical.  The  negroes  are 
about  five  thousand  in  number»  The  additional  territory 
claimed  by  Texas,  since  the  declaration  of  independence 
on  the  2d  March^  1836,  will  increase  her  population  at 
least  fifteen  thousand,  so  that  the  State  may  be  said  at  this 
time  to  contain  six^-five  thousand  souls.  Of  this  aug- 
mentation, there  wHl  be  in  the  village  of  Taos  about  one 
thousand  five  hundred,  in  Santa  Fe  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred, in  San  Miguel  one  thousand,  and  two  thousand  in 
the  other  settlements.  There  are  also  eight  thousand  souls 
belonging  to  the  families  of  Rancheros,  or  herdsmen,  who 
will  add  to  the  products,  but  not  to  the  physical  force  of 
^  the  countiy.  Two  tribes  of  Ganancahuas,  the  one  of 
which  is  friendly  and  the  other  opposed,  are  in  the  vicinity 
of  Espirito  Santo,  and  have  seventy  or  eighty  warriors,  or 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  souls,  each  tribe.  The  rest 
will  consist  of  the  several  little  bands  of  Apaches  between 
the  Paso  del  Norte  and  the  mountains  of  Anahuaca.  They 
were  originally  branches  of  the  Camanches,  and,  like  all 
the  rest  of  the  Indians  in  the  country,  are  nomadic.  The 
Rancheros  are  several,  and  in  some  instances  numer- 
ous herdsmen,  congregated  upon  a  large  estate,  called  a 
hacienda,  generally  belonging  to  one  proprietor.  Some  of 
the  Rancheros  are  feudal,  where  Uie  land  and  greater 
profits,  with  certain  services,  are  claimed  by  the  haciendado 
or  proprietary ;  others  are  allodial,  where  Uie  herdsmen  are 
either  owners  in  fee,  or  are  lessees  at  a  rent  in  money  or 
in  kind,  without  the  rendition  of  any  personal  duties.  The 
feudal  tenures  are  confined  to  the  district  of  Santa  Fe  and 
Coahuila,  and  not  many  even  there.  Some  of  the  hacien- 
dos  have  herds  of  one  hundred  thousand  homed  cattle,  and 
very  few  less  than  ten  thousand,  exclusive  of  mules  and 
horses.  The  Rancheros  thomseWes,  of  the  poorest  grade, 
have  never  less  than  two  hundred  head.  This  information 
is  derived  by  inquiry  of  intelligent  men,  who  have  traversed 
all  that  region  of  country ;  and  I  advert  to  it  in  order  to 
show  the  resources  which  the  newly  acquired  portion  of 
territory  will  bring  in  aid  of  the  future  operations  of  the 
State,  if  her  independence  b  acknowledged. 

As  regards  the  population  of  emigrants  from  the  United 
States,  they  are  said  to  be  not  less  than  50,000,  being  all 
those  whom  I  have  denominated  Anglo-Americans.  They 
have  been  coming  to  this  country  from  the  first  grant  to 
Moses  Austin,  in  1820,  down  to  the  present  moment. 
Those  who  were  here  before  the  revolution  were  called  set- 
tlers, because  their  objects  were  agriculture,  trade,  and 
commercial  enterprises.  Those  who  have  come  since  the 
declaration  of  independence  are  termed  emigrants,  and  de- 
vote themselves  in  the  first  instance  as  volunteers,  to  secure 
the  soil  upen  which  they  afterwards  intend  to  fix  their 
homes. 

The  inducements  to  this  change  of  country  proceed  from 
various  causes,  some  coming  to  avenge  the  blood  of  their 
relations,  who  were  slaughtered  in  violation  of  all  faith  by 
the  Mexicans,  some  from  the  salubrity  of  climate  and  the 
prospects  which  a  new  country  holds  out  for  future  wealth, 
and  some  on  account  of  the  great  productiveness  of  the  land, 
and  the  ease  with  which  it  can  be  cultivated. 

The  bounties  to  volunteers  have '  also  created  a  separate 
motive  for  emigration,  as  the  convention  which  sat  at 
Washington  on  the  17th  March  last  granted  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land  to  all  then  in  service, 
and  who  shall  continue  to  the  end  of  the  war.  To  those 
who  served  for  a  period  not  less  than  six  months,  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres ;  to  those  who  had  served  not  less  than 
three  months,  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres ;  to  such  as 
entered  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1836,  and  shall  continue 
during  the  war,  nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres ;  and  to  those 
who  shall  enter  after  that  time,  a  quantity  proportionate  to 
their  services,  to  be  hereafter  determined  by  law ;  in  ad- 


dition to  which,  the  troops  received  the  same  pay  and  ration* 
as  those  in  the  army  of  the  United  States.  The  popula- 
tion has  been  temporarily  diminished  to  a  great  extent  by 
the  removal  of  the  women,  children,  and  infirm,  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  since  the  war  has  approached  the  eastern  part  of 
the  State  ;  and  my  observations  are  made  ufv»n  the  suppo- 
sition that  they  were  still  in  the  country,  imd  that  the  in- 
formation given  me  upon  the  subject  is  correct 

If  I  were  to  take  my  own  judgment  exclusively  on  this 
matter,  and  were  to  reason  as  to  what  I  have  not  seen  by 
that  which  I  haoe,  I  should  say  the  population,  exclusive 
of  Mexicans,  Indians,  and  negroes,  has  never  exceeded 
thirty  thousand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  MORFIT. 

To  the  Hon.  Johv  FoRSfra, 

Secretary  of  Statt,  Waafungton . 

Columbia,  nr  trb  tkteriov, 

SeptemherA,  1836. 

Sill :  The  views  of  this  Government  and  of  the  leading 
individuals,  as  to  the  true  line  of  boundary  between  the 
United  States  and  Texas,  are  the  same  as  those  assumed 
by  Mexico  upon  that  question,  and  invariably  I  have  been 
referred  to  the  treaty  of  limits  as  defining  precisely  the  ad- 
joining territory  of  either  party.  The  only  point  admitted  to 
be  doubtful  is  that  relating  to  the  source  of  the  Arkansas, 
which  some  old  hunters  suppose  may  go  beyond  the  forty - 
second  degree  of  north  latitude,  so  as  to  extend  the  norUi- 
western  boundaries  beyond  those  described  in  the  maps. 
The  idea  prevailed  in  the  neighborhood  of  Natchitoches, 
previous  to  the  treaty  with  Spain  in  1819,  and  I  am  told  is 
still  e&tertained  by  some  of  the  settlers,  that  the  river  des- 
ignated as  the  Neches  was  traditionally  known  as  the  west- 
em  Sabine.  Doctor  Sibley,  of  the  former  place,  ia  said  to 
have  supported  that  belief  as  early  as  1816 ;  and  the  &ct 
that  the  Neches  has  its  source  in  about  the  thirty-second 
degree  of  North  latitude,  and  is  the  western  river  that  emp- 
ties into  Lake  Sabine,  would  seem  to  countenance  that  po- 
sition, and  to  account  for  the  language  used  in  the  second 
article  of  the  renewed  treaty  of  18 1 9.  I  had  a  conversation 
recently  with  Colonel  Almonte,  who  informed  me  that  he 
had  been  appointed  the  commissioner,  upon  behalf  of  Mex- 
ico, to  run  the  boundary  line  between  ^e  two  countries ; 
and  that,  before  the  events  of  the  last  campaign,  he  had  ex- 
pected to  have  joined  the  commissioner  from  the  United 
States  upon  the  frontier,  for  the  fulfilment  of  their  duties ; 
but  that,  as  an  unfortunate  turn  had  taken  place  in  the  af- 
fiiirs  of  Mexico  since  that  time,  he  was  unable  to  say  what 
would  be  the  result  of  that  appointment,  or  even  of  the 
treaty.  The  intended  expedition  against  Matamoras,  of 
which  I  advised  you  some  weeks  ago,  seems  to  be  for  the 
present  suspended,  as  the  array  has  retired  from  its  advanced 
position  on  the  Colito  to  the  La  Baca,  which  is  thirty-five 
miles  nearer  to  the  Gulf,  and  more  convenient  for  the  trana- 
portation  of  supplies. 

A  majority  of  the  three-months  volunteers,  who  are  now 
returning  from  the  army,  are  desirous  to  re-enlist  for  this 
special  service ;  and  the  cabinet  are  disposed  to  press  the  at- 
tack by  sea,  provided  there  is  a  hearty  co-operation  upon  the 
part  of  the  military.  The  intention  now  is  neither  spolia- 
tion nor  to  levy  contribution  on  that  place,  but  to  efect  a 
neutral  feeling,  as  far  as  possible,  in  that  city,  and  to  de- 
monstrate the  ability  of  the.  Texians  to  destroy  it  if  necessa- 
ry. The  Camauche  Indians,  who  are  very  numerous  and 
friendly,  have  intimated  a  wish  to  take  part  in  the  present 
contest ;  and  yesterday  it  was  proposed  by  one  of  the  cabi- 
net to  unite  the  warriors  of  that  tribe  with  a  portion  of  the 
army,  and  carry  the  war  into  the  interior,  beyond  the  Rio 
Grande,  against  Chihuahua,  while  the  naval  expedition 
against  Matamoras  should  1^  advanced  at  the  same  time. 
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Nothing  has  yet  been  decided  as  to  this  matter,  and  I  think 
it  probftble  the  army  will  remain  at  their  present  encamp- 
ipent  until  some  plan  of  operation  shall  b^  determined  upon 
by  the  approaching  Congress.  The  present  resources  of 
Texas  are  principally  derived  from  the  sympathies  of  their 
neighbors  snd^  friends  in  the  United  States  and  by  loans 
upon  the  credit  of  «he  State.  The  donations  from  the  for- 
mer quarter  have  been,  and  will  no  doubt  continue  to  be, 
▼ery  liberal,  and  indeed  munificent.  Several  individuals, 
not  interested  in  the  success  of  the  country  further  than 
their  general  attachment  to  the  cause  of  independence  and 
thit  of  their  old  compatriots,  have  unostentatiously  present- 
ed #5,000^  while  numbers  have  contributed  ^1,000  each, 
and  small  associations  in  the  different  States  have  thrown 
in  their  aid,  until  the  aggregate  has  swelled  to  a  large 
amount  I  have  been  surprised  to  find  that  Texas  has  car- 
ried an  a  successful  war,  thus  far,  vnth  so  little  embarrass- 
ment to  her  own  citiiens  or  her  Treasury ;  and  perhaps  it  is 
the  first  instance  in  the  history  of  nations  where  a  State  has 
sustained  itself  by  men  and  means  drawn  wholly  from  a 
distance. 

AH  the  loans  which  have  been  created  were  by  authori- 
ty of  the  late  provisional  Government,  and  do  not  exceed 
$100,000.  One  of  these  was  conditional,  to  be  extended 
to  $200,000  if  necessary;  of  which,  however,  only 
$20,000  have  been  drawn ;  another  was  for  $50,000,  and 
the  third  for  $10,000  ;  the  first  two  in  New  Orleans,  and 
the  latter  in  New  York.  I  have  had  access  to  the  Treas- 
ury exhibits,  and  find  that  the  amount  due  for  supplies,  as 
near  as  may  be,  is  -  -        -        $450,000  00 

Amount  due  the  navy,  and 

unpaid,  including  supposed 

liabilities  for  six  months  to 

come        .  -  -  $112,000  00 

Estimated  expenses  for  six 

months    ...      65,000  00 

177,000  00 

Amount  due  the  army  for  pay 

and  clothing        -  -  $412,000  00 

Expenses  for  six  months  to 

come,  for  pay  and  clothing    210,000  00 

022,000  00 

$1,249,000  00 

The  probable  outstanding  debts  on  all  accounts  are  thus : 
Amount  of  debts  audited,  for  which  the 

Treasury  orders  have  been  issued,  and 

debts  under  consideration  in  the  auditor's 

office  .....  $309,280  00 
Estimate    for    supplies,   exclusive    of  the 

amount  audited  ...    250,000  00 

Loans  .....  100,000  00 
Amount  due  the  navy,   exclusive  of  the 

amount  audited  ...       60,000  00 

Amount  due  the  army,  exclusive  of  the 

amount  audited  ...     412,000  00 

Amount  of  civil  and  contingent  expenses, 

exclusive  of  amount  audited        .   .         -     118,720  4)0 


$1,250,000  00 


Whole  amount  to  this  date,  one  million  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  As  this  estimate  is  made  so  as 
to  comprehend  a  period  in  advance,  and  supplies  are  still 
coming  in  from  neighboring  friends,  the  presumption  is- 
that  the  public  debt  will  not  be  increased  for  six  months, 
except  in  those  particulars  which  arise  from  the  estaMiFh- 
ment  of  the  several  branches  of  a  complete  Government 
under  a  new  constitution.  The  prospective  resources  for 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt  and  the  future  support  of 
the  Government,  are  the  public  domain,  imposts  and  ton- 
VOL.  XIII.— 3f 


nage  duties,  and-jnoneys  due  from  settlers  on  lands  here 
tofore  granted  under  the  colonization  laws  of  Coahuila  and 
Texas.* 

The  public  domain  will  Ise  the  most  available  tmd  fruit- 
ful source  of  means  to  the  State.  The  <<  head  rights"  yet 
due  to  settlers,  together  with  all  other  claims  for  land,  are 
estimated  at  fifty  millions  of  acres,  and  the  quantity  which 
will  remain,  after  all  deductions  for  costs  of  the  war  and  sol- 
diers* grantii,  is  one  hundred  millions  of  acres. 

The  present  army  is  about  2,200  strong,  not  including 
the  settlers  or  farmers,  who  can  be  drawn  upon  any  emer- 
gency so  as  to  augment  the  number  to  at  least  6,000  efiS^ 
cient  men ;  and  the  supplies  for  the  winter  campaign  are 
now  in  the  country  and  at  the  command  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Besides  this,  emigrants  are  coming  in  weekly,  who 
enrol  themselves  first  in  the  military  service,  so  that  the 
army  in  fact  is  never  diminished  by  the  lapse  of  terms  of 
enlistment. 

The  answer,  therefore,  to  Uie  inquiry  as  to  the  present 
condition  of  Texas  and  her  future  means,  is,  that  she  owes 
one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  that 
her  grants  in  lands  to  citizens  and  others,  for  «  head  rights'' 
and  military  services,  are  about  fifty  millions  of  acres ;  and 
that  she  will  have  one  hundred  millions  of  acres  left,  after 
all  deductions,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  war ;  that  she 
has  a  standing  army  of  2,200,  .which  will  be  increased  to 
4,000  before  the  close  of  the  year,  besides  'a  reserve  of 
3,000  yeoman  soldiers  at  home  ;  and  that  her  citizens  say 
she  relies  for  success  upon  the  merits  of  her  cause,  the  aid 
of  her  friends,  and  the  weakness  of  the  enemy. 

I  am  upon  the  point  of  starting  for  the  Colorado,  further 
into  the  interior,  whence  I  shall  write  you  in  a  few  days. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  MORPIT. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Fomstth 

Secretary  of  State. 

NsAK  Orazixbo, 

September  6,  1886. 

Sir  :  The  zeal  of  the  citizens  of  the  district  of  Brazos 
has  induced  many  of  the  richest  of  them  to  propose  to  the 
Government  to  raise  half  a  million  of  dollara  for  the  war, 
upon  their  own  several  bonds.  Forms  have  been  printed 
this  day,  by  which  they  individually  promise  to  p«^  various 
sums  at  the  Bank  of  New  Orleans  on  the*  1st  of  March, 
1842,  with  interest  annually,  and  the  whole  secured  by  the 
<<  present  and  future  real  estateV  of  each  obligor.  The 
Executive,  with  the  consent  of  his  cabinet,  has  accepted 
the  offer,  and  will  issue  scrip,  pledging  the  faith  and  credit 
of  the  Government  for  the  repayment  of  the  money ;  so 
that  the  citizens  and  their  property  are  first  bound  to  the 
'State,  and  then  the  republic  bound  to  those  who  may  ad- 
vance the  money. 

The  general  election  for  President,  Vice  President,  ai:d 
membere  of  Congress,  took  place  last  Monday,  and  it  is 
supposed  that  General  Samuel  Houston  is  elected,  by  a 
very  large  majority,  to  the  firet  office,  and  Mirabeau  B. 
Lamar  to  the  second ;  the  latter  had  no  competitor.  I  en- 
close a  copy  of  each  of  the  papers  prepared  for  the  new 
loan; 

And  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M,  MORFIT. 

To  the  Hon.  Jonir  Forsttr, 

Secretary  of  State. . 

Copy  of  papers  prepared  for  the  new  loan. 

Know*  all  men  that  I,  — — ,  for  value  received,  am 
firmly  bounden,  and  by  these  presents  do  bind  myself, 
unto  David  G.  Burnet,  President  of  the  republic  of  Texas, 
and  his  successors  in  office,  and  his  or  their  assigns,  in 
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Texas, 


the  sum  of thousand  dollars,  payable  on  the  first 

day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two,  with  — 
per  centum  per  annum  interest  from  the  first  day  ©f  Octo- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six ;  the  interest  to  be 
payable  on  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  and  thereafter  annually  until  the  extinction  of 
this  bond,  both  principal  and  interest,  payable  at  the  Bank 
oT  Orleans,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  Nevertheless,  this 
bond  to  be  cancelled,  acquitted,  and  made  void,  whenever, 
:at  any  time  after  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred 

•and  thirty-eight,  I,  the  above  bounden ,  shall  pay, 

or  cause  to  be  paid,  to  the  said  David  G.  Burnet,  President 
'as  aforesaid,  or  his  successors  in  office,  or  his  assigns,  the 

aforesaid  sum  of thousand  dollars,  with per 

centum  per  annum  interest  from  the  first  day  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  for  the  security  of 
the  same  I  specially  pledge  my  real  estate,  present  and  fu- 
ture. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  scfal, this day  of 

■     ,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

^  [L.  S.] 

By  this  act,  be  it  known  that  I,  David  G.  Burnet,  Pres- 
ident of  the  republic  of  Texas,    acknowledge  to   have 

received  of  ,   for  the  benefit  of  said  republic,   a 

bond  for  the  sum  of thousand  dollars,  payable  at 

the  Bank  of  Orleans,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen 

hundred   and  forty-two,   with  per  centum  interest 

from  the  first  day  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  which  said  bond,  thus  signed  and  delivered  by  the  said 

,  is  dated day  of  — — ,  eighteen  hundred 

and  thirty-nx,  and  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Government 
of  Texas  is  hereby  pledged  for  the  payment  of  said  bond 
and  the  interest  thereon. 

Done  at  —  the  -^— —  day  of  — — ,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-six. 


Velaico,  Txxas,  Sept.  9,  1836. 

Shi:  The  military  force  of  Texas,  as  now  imbodied, 
consists  of  regulars  and  volunteers.  The  first  comprise 
two  regiments  of  infantry,  one  of  cavalry,  and  one  incom- 
plete regiment  of  artillery,  so  that  the  regular  army  will  be 
about  1,700  strong.  Of  volunteers,  there  are  now  in  the 
field,  for  the  war,  four  full  companies,  and  about  six  hundred 
men  who  were  engaged  for  six  months,  besides  several 
companies  enlisted  for  three  months,  whose  period  of  ser- 
vice is  near  expiring.  The  whole  army  may  therefore  be 
put  down  at  2,500 ;  and  the  Secretary  of  War  reports  that 
<<  volunteers  continue  to  arrive  by  every  vessel,  without 
scarcely  an  exception." 

*  The  army  will  be  6,000  strong  before  December.  In 
this  estimate  the  old  colonists  and  farmers  are  not  inclu- 
ded. They  are  prudently  left  to  their  usual  pursuits,  and 
will  be  called  only  upon  the  greatest'  emergency.  This 
class  of  citizens  amounts,  it  is  said,  to  at  least  8,000,  so 
that  the  whole  force  of  the  country  in  the  last  resort  will 
•be  8,000  men. 

The  plan  of  receiving  volunteers  for  three  months  has 
been  found  to  be  injurious  to  the  cause  as  well  as  to  the 
economy  of  the  State,  and  hereafter  enlistments  will  be  re- 
ceived principally  for  the  duration  of  the  war,  and  none  for 
less  than  six  months. 

As  regards  an  exact  detail  of  the  military  condition  of 
Texas,  it  is  impossible,  as  the  department  which  should 
furnish  the  information  is  not  itself  in  possession  of  regu- 
lar returns.  The  acting  Secretary  of  War  estimates  the 
army  at  near  8,000 ;  and  ofiScers  with  whom  I  have  con- 
versisd,  and  who  were  immediately  from  camp  tmd  the  sev- 
eral garrisons,  suppose  the  whole  force  at  the  vanous  points 
to  be  much  less.  I  have,  therefore,  in  presenting  the  pre- 
ceding estimate,  taken  the  mean  number  as  the  most  prob- 


able, upon  their  own  statements,  and  have  put  it  at  2,500 
men. 

Notwithstanding  these  representations  from  the  officers 
of  Government,  and  the  reports  which  are  circulated  by 
individuals  interested  to  corroborate  them,  I  am  induced  to 
believe,  from  persona]  observation,  that  all  the  troope  now 
in  Texas  do  not  exceed  2,000,  and  that  the  expectation  of 
her  citizens,  as  regards  either  new  vohinteers  or  the  nnm- 
her  that  can  be  drawn  to  the  field  from  her  own  cotonisti^ 
will  not  be  realized. 

In  my  despatch  No.  6  I  supposed  that  the  army  Diiglit 
be  increased  before  the  close  of  the  year  to  4,000 ;  and,  in 
reviewing  the  data  upon  which  that  opinion  was  formed,  i 
am  induced  to  reiterate  it  as  expressing  the  maximum  ex- 
tent of  the  ordinary  force.  With  respect  to  the  augment- 
ation of  this  number  by  the  old  settlers,  it  will  at  once  be 
seen  that,  although  they  would  take  part  in  the  content,  it 
could  only  be  for  a  short  time,  and  to  prevent  or  determine 
a  crisis,  as  during  tlieir  absence  the  fiunilies  would  be  un- 
protected, and  the  provisions  and  crops  abandoned.  Out 
of  these  3,000  men,  there  could  never  be  spared  more  than 
one  third ;  so  that,  admitting  all  the  contingencies  to  hap- 
pen out  of  which  the  army  is  to  be  composed,  it  will  not  ex- 
ceed at  any  time  5,000  men.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  pres- 
ent army  is  composed  of  citizens  recently  ft'om  the  United 
States ;  and,  supposing  the  number  to  be  2,000,  the  pro- 
portion of  Texians  proper  will  not  exceed  800.  Heretofore 
the  conflicts  have  been  sustained  mainly  by  the  colonists 
themselves,  as  in  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  there  were  only 
200  volunteers  out  of  an  aggregate  of  783,  the  rest  being 
settlers,  and  a  small  detachment  of  Mexicans  under  a  na- 
tive chief. 

The  equipment  of  the  army  is  such  as  might  be  expect- 
ed in  a  new  country,  whore  the  operations  of  an  establish- 
ed Government  are  just  beginning  to  assume  a  system. 

Commissariat  and  quartermaster's  departments  have  been 
established,  with  the  necessary  assistants,  and  supplies  of 
rations  and  clothing  are  furnished  according  to  the  wants 
of  the  soldiers  and  the  quantity  on  hand.  In  the  subsist- 
ence department  there  have  been  occasionally  some  delin- 
quencies, in  consequence  of  delay  in  receiving  supplies,  and 
the  want  of  opportunity  to  transport  them  to  the  army 
speedily  by  water.  Provisions  frequently  arrive  as  dona- 
tions. In  the  other  department  there  is  more  irregularity, 
as  clothing  can  only  be  purchased  for  cash,  and  the  meana 
of  Government  are  not  sdways  available  in  that  form. 

The  munitions  of  war  appear  to  be  abundant  for  the 
present,  and  perhaps  for  a  much  larger  number  of  troops. 
Every  emigrant  brings  with  him  some  military  weapon, 
and  diere  is  scarcely  a  cabin  in  the  country  that  cannot  at 
a  moment's  warning  arm  several  men.  Besides  these, 
there  are  frequent  shipments  of  muskets,  sabres,  and  pow- 
der ;  and  there  is  a  small  extra  supply  of  each  at  the  several 
posts.  In  the  last  battle,  the  official  return  shows  a  gain  of 
600  muskets,  300  sabres,  and  200  pistols.  The  embamus- 
ment  to  the  ordnance  department  is,  that  the  arms  for  the 
same  class  of  troops  are  not  always  of  the  same  kind,  and 
that  soldiers,  who  retire  after  the  stipulated  tour  of  duty, 
frequently  take  them  home,  to  be  ready  on  any  emergency. 
From  this  cause,  no  certain  calculation  can  be  made  as  to 
the  number,  description,  or  depot  of  the  arms ;  and  hence 
there  must  be  an  it  regularity,  as  well  in  the  general  arma- 
ment as  in  the  description  of  the  troops.  The  pay  and  sub- 
sistence of  the  army  and  navy  are  the  same  as  in  the  eor- 
responding  service  in  the  United  States,  and  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  each  have  been  adopted  here. 

The  soldiers  appear,  for  the  most  part,  to  be  satisfied, 
upon  the  settlement  of  their  accounts,  in  receiving  audi- 
tor's certificates  for  the  amounts  due,  as  fhey  expect  to  de- 
rive from  the  bounty  in  land  a  speculative  profit  beyond  the 
present  depreciation  of  their  scrip.  The  latter  is  made 
payable  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
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appropriated ;  bat  as  all  the  present  funds  are  applied  to 
the  subsistence  and  equipment  of  the  army  and  navy,  the 
payment  of  those  certificates  will  be  postponed  until  the 
State  shall  be  able  to  perform  the  obligations  of  an  inde- 
pendent nation. 

It  is  said,  that  upon  any  future  invasion,  the  citizens  will 
not  again  remove  their  families  beyond  the  Sabine,  as  ex- 
perience has  proved  that,  with  the  present  foe,  a  brave  de- 
fence by  any  numbers  is  better  than  a  hasty  retreat.  This 
determination  will  keep  tbe  whole  of  the  settlers  together, 
and  inspire  general  confidence. 

The  Gamanche  Indians  are  looked  to  by  the  Texians  as 
i>eady. auxiliaries,  as  they  have  immemorially  been  opposed 
to  the  Guachupin8(GtMicAm<mgioa)  or  Spaniards,  and  are 
not  less  so  to  their  successors — the  Mexicans.  If  those  war- 
riors ore  enlisted  in  the  cause,  the  pretensions  of  Texas  may 
assume  a  stronger  form. 

•  The  fortifications  consist  of  the  Alamo,  near  San  Anto- 
nio de  Bexar,  and  the  fort  at  La  Bahia,  now  nearly  de- 
stroyed. They  were  both  built  by  the  Spaniards  in  the 
early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  were  fortresses  of 
great  strength.  Colonel  Travis  defended  himself  in  the 
former  with  184  men  against  1,600;  and  Colonel  Fanning 
suppeeed  that  with  400  at  La  Bahia  he  could  have  with- 
stood 1,600  men.  Besides  these,  there  are  several  small 
stations  between  La  Baca  and  the  Rio  Grande,  called  refu- 
goisj  or  places  of  retreat  for  the  early  Spanish  settlers  from 
tbe  approaches  of  the  Indians.  They  are  chapels,  sur- 
Toundied  by  walls  of  masonry,  now  dilapidated,  and  were 
capable  of  holding  200  men  each. 

The  naval  force  of  Texas  has  already  been  described  in 
a  former  communication.  It  consists  of  the  Invincible,  of 
nine  guns ;  the  Brutus,  of  the  same  force ;  the  Independence, 
of  eight  guns ;  and  the  Liberty,  of  three :  the  whole  man- 
ned by  200  men. 

The  ability  to  repel  further  invasion  from  Mexico  is  fully 
believed  here,  as  the  strength  of  the  army  is  greater  than  it 
has  been  at  an^  former  period,  and  the  operations  of  the 
Government  will  be  more  systematic  than  heretofore,  as 
the  approaching  Congress  will  no  doubt  combine  the  wis- 
dom and  direct  the  energies  of  the  people.  There  is  not, 
at  this  time,  nor  has  there  been  since  the  retreat  of  Gener- 
al Filisola,  a  single  Mexican  enemy  on  this  side  of  the 
Bio  Grande. 

What  Texas  may  be  able  to  do  hereafter  in  her  conflict, 
it  would  be  merely  supposititious  to  say ;  but  to  compare  the 
probability  of  coming  events  vnth  the  success  of  those  that 
have  passed,  tha  result  would  be  highly  favorable  to  the  es- 
tablishment and  maintenance  of  her  independence. 

In  order  that  you  may  determine  whether  her  history, 
thus  far,  may  be  considered  as  experience  that  will  teach 
successfully  by  example,  I  submit  the  following  simimary : 

In  the  year  1827,  when  the  Texians  near  Nacogdoches 
had  been  aggrieved  by  the  military  at  that  poet,  and  had 
inefifectually  endeavored  to  procure  their  removal,  they  took 
up  arms  for  the  purpose,  and,  with  250  undisciplined  men, 
defeated  875  regulars  under  General -Las  Piedras. 

In  1832,  during  the  administration  of  Bustaroent^,  and 
after  the  violation  of  the  federal  constitution,  a  detachment 
of  132  Texian  settlers,  under  Captain  John  Austin,  be- 
sieged and  reduced  the  fort  at  Velasco,  garrisoned  by  173 
Mexicans,  under  Colonel  Ugarticha,  with  great  loss  to  the 


In  1835,  the  Mexican  garrison  at  Anahuac,  under  Cap- 
tain Tenoria,  surrendered  to  Colonel  Travis,  commanding 
a  smaller  force.  In  October  of  the  same  year,  the  Mexi- 
can cavalry  from  the  fortress  at  Bexar  were  completely 
routed  at  Gonzales. 

»  A  few  weeks  after,  92  Texians,  under  Colonels  Bowie 
and  Fanning,  fought  the  battle  of  Conception,  and  defeat- 
ed 450  Mexicans.  In  November,  Sepantillan,  on  the 
Nueces,  was  captured  by  Adjutant  Westovor.     The  battle 


near  Bexar  was  fought  in  the  same  month,  and  400  Mexi- 
cans were  obliged  to  retire  under  cover  of  the  artillery  of  the 
town  before  200  Texians ;  and  in  December,  the  city  of 
San  Antonio  and  the  Alamo,  defended  by  1,300  Mexicans, 
under  General  Cos,  surrendered  to  400  Texians,  comand- 
ed  by  Colonel  Milam.  This  terminated  the  first  campaign 
in  the  cause  of  civil  liberty  in  Texas.  The  second  com- 
menced with  a  small  ejtpedition  against  Matamoras,  which 
failed,  and  was  succeeded  in  March,  1836,  by  the  assault 
of  Santa  Anna  upon  the  Alamo,  iu  surrender,  and  tha 
massacre  of  the  Texians. 

Then  followed  the  defeat  of  the  Mexicans  at  the  Mission 
del  Refugio,  by  Captain  King,  and  the  destruction  of  Gon- 
zales, on  the  retreat  of  General  Houston. 

The  second  fight  at  Refugio  terminated  favorably  to  the 
Texians,  under  Colonel  Ward.  But  Colonel  Fanning,  a 
few  days  after,  submitted  to  General  Urrea,  and  400  men 
were  shot. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  1836,  the  decisive  battle  of  San 
Jacinto  was  fought,  in  which  General  Santa  Anna,  with 
1,300  men,  were  defeated  by  General  Houston,  command- 
ing 783;  and  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month,  all  the  Mex- 
ican forces  retreated  beyond  the  frontiers  of  Texas.  This 
concluded  the  second  campaign,  and  thence,  it  is  said,  a 
new  epoch  in  her  history  was  dated. 

If  we  recur  to  the  military  incidents  of  Mexico  in  which 
persons  from  the  United  States  took  part,  even  while  that 
country  was  under  the  dominion  of  Spain,  it  will  be  seen 
that  nearly  all  the  conflicts  were  disastrous  to  her  subjects, 
and  that  there  seems  to  be  a  fatality  against  her  that  is 
tikely  to  keep  pace  with  all  her  pretensions  on  this  side  of 
her  natural  boundary,  the  Rio  Grande.  As  early  as  1810, 
the  military  post  at  Baton  Rouge,  whose  commandant  had 
committed  many  wrongs  against  Colonel  Kemper,  was  at- 
tacked by  40  Americans  under  General  Thomas,  and  the 
garrison,  with  Colonel  Lassus  and  120,  subdued.  The 
Mexicans,  abont  that  time,  had  commenced  a  revolution 
against  Spain,  and  Colonel  Ross,  with  500  men,  proceed- 
ed into  Texas  to  aid  the  patriots ;  he  attacked  and  took  the 
strong  fortress  of  Goliad,  without  any  loss,  and  soon. after 
defeated  and  captured  1,500  Mexicans.  This  army  de- 
termined upon  the  conquest  of  Mexico,  and  routed  and  cut 
to  pieces  3,000  men,  near  San  Antonio.  A  reinforcement 
of  4,000  Mexicans  assaulted  Bexar,  in  the  absence  of  the 
American  generals ;  but  the  troops  resolved  to  act  them- 
selves, and  defeated  the  assailants,  with  the  loss  of  only 
three  men. 

In  1812,  Greneral  Toledo,  who  had  revolted  from  the 
Spanish  Gfovemment,  took  command  of  San  Antonio,  and 
with  Ross's  force  of  400,  and  300  Indians,  routed  another 
Mexican  army  of  4,000  men.  These  events  led  to  the 
general  revolution  which  separated  Mexico  from  Spain ;  and 
ever  since  then,  whenever  ihe  Texians  have  been  engaged, 
either  with  the  Mexicans  to  establish  a  republic,  or  against 
them  to  defend  it,  they  have  almost  invariably  prevailed. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  examples  of  success,  and  the 
improved  condition  of  Texas,  wluch  seem  to  justify  her 
declaration  of  ability  to  establish  and  maintain  her  inde« 
pendence,  there  are  many  circumstances  in  the  mind  of  an 
impartial  observer  which  would  authorize  the  suspension 
of  that  belief  until  after  the  issue  of  the  next  campaign. 
The  independence  of  a  nation  may  be  considered,  filrst,  in 
relation  to  her  ability  to  defend  herself  against  the  Govern- 
ment from  which  she  has  withdrawn ;  secondly,  in  regard 
to  the  performance  of  those  obligations  which,  as  a  separate 
nation,  she  has  undertaken ;  thirdly,  with  respect  to  her 
means  of  complying  with  such  parts  of  treaties  made  by 
the  mother  country  with  foreign  Powers  as  would  be 
sought  tOkbe  enforced  against  her ;  and,  fourthly,  as  to  her 
ability  to  defend  herself  against  such  demands,  upon  the 
plea  that  a  separate  sovereignty  repudiates  all  Uabtlity  not 
undertaken  by  the  State  in  its  independent  character. 
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The  first  and  fourth  yiews  embraee  the  physical  or  mill-  [ 
tary  condition  of  the  country,  and  the  second  and  third 
only  the  civil  obligations. 

If  we  judge  the  prospective  affairs  of  Texas  by  those 
which  have  already  occurred,  and  can  count  upon  a  continu- 
ance of  the  sympathies  and  migration  of  her  brethren  from 
the  United  States  of  the  North,  she  will  accomplish  the 
first  category  of  those  inquiries,  and  be  able  to  defend  her- 
self against  any  further  invasion  by  Mexico.  She  will 
teacape  the  penalty  of  the  fourth  condition,  because  none  of 
the  treaties  of  Mexico  with  foreign  Powers  contain  obliga- 
tions that  would  operate  against  her  interest,  and  no  pro- 
hibitory stipulations,  except  in  relation  to  the  slave  trade, 
and  that  is  already  provided  against  by  the  9th  section  of 
the  "  general  provisions"  of  the  constitution,  which  de- 
clares the  importation  of  Africans  or  negroes,  except  from 
the  United  States  of  America,  to  be  forever  prohibited,  and 
to  be  piracy. 

The  second  view,  as  to  her  undertakings  since  she  baa 
separated  from  Mexico,  is  confined  at  present  exclusively 
to  liabilities  to  her  citizens,  and  Government  loans  made 
upon  the  pledge  of  public  £Uth  and  the  public  domain  ;  all 
of  which  will  no  doubt  be  complied  with  if  she  succeeds  in 
her  independence ;  and  the  third  position  is  not  applfca- 
ble  to  her,  because,  even  admitting  i(  to  be  one  which  could 
be  insbted  on  by  the  law  of  nations,  it  is  explained  away 
by  the  reasons  that  prevail  in  relation  to  the  fourth  in- 
quiry. 

Under  this  aspect,  and  seeing  that  the  constitution  of 
the  17th  of  March,  1886,  has  been  finally  adopted  by  the 
voters  at  the  elections  on  the  first  Monday  of  this  month, 
and  that  the  present  administration  is  continued  under  the 
provisions  of  that  instrument  until  the  second  Monday  in 
December,  it  may  be  said  that  Texas  now  has  in  successful 
operation  a  civil  Government,  capable  of  performing  the 
duties  and  fulfilling  the  obligations  of  an  independent  Power. 

The  reasons  I  should  UTge  against  the  present  declaration 
of  this  opinion  are  these: 

First.  The  Mexicans,  it  is  said,  are  preparing  to  invade 
Texas  during  the  winter,  and  already  there  are  4,000  at 
Matamoras. 

Secondly.  The  increase  of  emigrants  from  the  United 
States  is  contingent,  and  may  be  prevented  by  various 
causes,  some  of  which  have  already  operated. 

Thirdly.  The  ordinance  of  the  1 6th  of  March  diminishes 
the  quantity  of  bounty  lands  to  soldiers  who  shall  enter  be- 
tween that  time  and  the  Ist  of  July,  and  leaves  the  quan- 
tity for  those  after  that  period  und^ed  and  to  be  deter- 
ipined  by  Congress.  This  has  lessened  the  seal  of  many 
already  in  the  service,  and  has  taken  away  a  strong  motive 
for  the  services  of  others. 

Fourthly.  Enlistments  are  expiring  every  week,  and 
there  may  not  be  one  thousand  in  the  main  army  in  one 
jnonth. 

Fifthly.  The  troops  expected  in  a  body  from  the  South 
are  to  be  furnished  by  contract ;  so  that,  without  any  impu- 
tation against  the  motives  or  chivalry  of  the  individuals, 
the  obligation  may  foil  when  the  hope  of  profit  is  de- 
stroyed. 

Sixthly.  The  great  majority  of  the  emigrants,  no  mat- 
ter by  what  good  feelings  actuated  in  the  commencement  of 
service,  always  manifest  a  reversionary  desire  for  home, 
and  return  to  the  United  States  as  soon  as  their  duty  is 
over,  so  that  the  population  of  the  country  is  never  actually 
augmented. 

Seventhly.  The  old  colonists  would  not  by  themselves 
be  able  to  sustain  an  invasion,  and,  at  the  same  time,  sup- 
ply the  means  for  the  war. 

And,  finally,  independent  of  any  other  objection,  the  ar- 
dor of  volunteers  and  the  interest  which  the  fate  of  the 
brave  in  the  late  battles  produced  have  greatly  abated  by 
the  suggestions  and  arguments  that  this  whole  enterprise  of 


independence  is  a  mere  speculative  scheme,  concocted  and 
encouraged  for  the  aggrandizement  of  a  fow. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  MORFIT. 
To  the  Hon.  Johk  Fobsttb, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Vklasco,  September  10,  1836. 

Sill :  Upon  the  inquiiy  as  to  whether  any  negotiation 
has  been  commenced  or  is  intended  with  Mexico  for  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  Texas,  I  have 
ascertained  that  no  attempt  of  that  kind  has  been  mad* 
since  the  foilure  of  the  treaty  with  General  Santa  Anna. 

It  waa  hoped  that  the  commiasionerB,  Lorenzo  de  Zavalla, 
the  Vice  President  of  this  State,  and  the  honorable  Baity 
Hardiman,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  would  have  been 
enabled,  in  conjunction  with  the  President  of  Mexico,  to 
have  effected  a  full  recognition,  according  to  the  under- 
standing previously  had  on  that  subject ;  but  the  detention 
of  Santa  Anna  by  the  popular  voice,  after  he  had  embarked 
with  those  two  gentlemen,  and  his  continued  captivt^,  to- 
gether with  the  political  changes  in  Mexico  since  thao, 
have  put  an  end  to  all  favorable  expectationa  from  that 
quarter. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  by  the  authorities  here  to  open 
any  negotiation  with  any  foreign  Power  other  than  the 
United  States,  and  I  believe  all  their  wishes  and  applications 
on  this  subject  are  directed  exclusively  to  that  Govern- 
ment. 

After  the  Mexican  President  was  compelled  to  disein- 
bark  from  the  vessel  in  which  he  was  about  to  retum,  in 
pursuance  of  the  public  treaty,  he  presented,  on  the  9th 
June,  1836,  a  solemn  protest  against  this  alleged  breach  of 
good  faith,  averring,  at  the  same  time,  his  intention  and 
ability  to  perform  all  that  had  been  promised  upon  the  part  of 
Mexico.  The  public  will,  however,  prevailed  over  the  judg- 
ment of  the  cabinet,  and  General  Santa  Anna  still  remains 
subject  to  the  dsipositionof  the  ensuing  Congpress. 

The  constitutional  term  of  service  of  that  President  will 
expire  in  April ;  but,  from  intelligence  daily  arriving,  wo 
are  apprized  that  his  popularity  and  power  are  already  ex- 
tinct. Indeed,  Mexico  appears  to  be  divided  by  various 
factions,  some  following  or  aiding  the  fortunes  of  individ- 
uals, while  others  are  formed  into  political  classes,  in  fovor 
or  against  the  consolidated  form  of  government. 

General  Urrea  is  for  re-establis^g  the  federal  oonati- 
tution,  and  in  ccMisequence  has  been  replied  ftom  tlieainiy» 
to  give  place  to  General  Brtvoa. 

The  CoimopoUta,  a  newspaper  published  in  Mexico, 
states  that  sucn  is  tfie  distressed  condition  of  public  af- 
fairs, that  **  Government  cannot  in  any  way  procure  mon- 
ey for  a  single  campaign."  It  refers  to  several  executioiis 
that  have  recently  taken  place  for  political  reasons,  and  com- 
pares the  acts  of  the  party  in  power  to  the  tyranny  of  Bua- 
taroent^. 

The  Congress  whiah  is  now  in  session  seems  to  hare 
exhausted  all  ordinary  modes  of  raising  revenue,  and  ad- 
verts to  the  necessity  of  levying  new  contributions.  Thtf 
national  power  and  integrity  of  Mexico  seem  to  be  lost  in 
these  domestic  difficulties,  and  hence  Texas  argues  that  no 
other  army  will  be  raised  to  cross  the  Rio  Grande  against 
her. 

There  is  much  reason  in  this  assertion ;  and  besides  the 
feebleness  of  the  Grovemment,  the  people  in  the  provinces 
adjoining  Texas  are  opposed  to  the  war,  as  they  have  al- 
ready sufiered  severely  in  the  progress  and  return  of  their 
own  army  through  their  country.  Zacatecas  and  Chihu- 
ahua ha\e  manifested  great  desire  for  peace ;  and  if  the 
ambition  of  a  few  men  contending  for  power  could  be  al- 
layed, Mexico  would  be  quiet  and  Texas  free. 

The  population  of  Mexico  is  about  eight  millions,  and 
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that  of  this  country  between  forty  and  fifty  thonsand ;  so 
that  it  cannot  be  rappoBed  that»  under  ordinary  circum- 
itanoes,  the  issue  of  this  war  would  remain  long  undecided. 

It  is  owing  to  the  confused  state  of  parties,  Uie  exhaust- 
ed Treasury,  the  division  of  the  troops  into  opposite  com- 
mandancies,  the  contest  between  those  who  are  for  a  con- 
solidated Government  and  those  who  desire  a  republic,  that 
the  fate  of  Texas  is  thus  protracted ;  and,  after  all  that  can 
be  said  in  regard  to  her  ability  to  sustain  her  independence, 
it  resolves  itself  into  the  single  fiu;t  that,  without  foreign 
aid,  her  future  security  must  depend  more  upon  the  weak- 
ness and  imbecility  of  her  enemy  than  upon  her  own 
strength. 

I  luive  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  MORFIT. 

Honorable  Johf  Foksttb, 

Secretary  of  State. 

y  ^LAsco,  ^September  12  f  1836. 

8iK :  The  disposition  of  the  Government  and  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  towards  the  United  States  is  the  same 
as  that  in  any  of  the  States  of  the  Union ;  though  geo- 
grsphically  separated,  they  have  all  the  attachment  which 
transient  emig^nts  may  be  supposed  to  retain  for  their  otvn 
country,  and  universally  desire  a  political  annexation  of 
Texas  with  the  United  States. 

It  was  intended  originally  to  have  submitted  the  consti- 
tution of  the  16th  March  to  a  convention  of  the  people, 
after  its  approval  or  amendment  by  Congress ;  but,  as  much 
delay  would  have  been  caused  by  this  mode,  and  it  was 
eTgued  that,  with  whatever  defects,  it  were  better  to  adopt 
and  confirm  it  at  once,  so  as  to  put  the  Government  in 
complete  operation  at  the  earliest  moment,  the  President, 
in  his  proclamation  for  the  elections,  proposed  this  as  a 
question  to  the  voters,  and  the  returns  show  that  almost 
unanimously  the  people  have  approved  and  accepted  that 
constitution  without  amendment.  Every  precaution  was 
taken  in  the  general  writ  of  election  to  preserve  the  election 
rights  of  the  citizens,  so  that  those  who  were  absent  from 
their  respective  precincts  upon  public  duty,  or  had  been 
obliged  to  retire  temporarily  upon  invasion  of  the  enemy, 
should  still  exercise  a  voice  in  tbe  formation  of  the  new 
Government;  and  in  this  way,  whatever  has  been  done  may 
be  considered  as  an  unequivocal  expression  of  public  senti- 
ment. The  voters  at  the  different  poll%  were  required  to 
state  "  whether  they  were  in  favor  of  annexing  Texas  to 
the  United  States,"  snd  the  response  through  every  mu- 
nicipality has  been  wholly  in  the  affirmative. 

I  attended  one  of  those  elections,  and  found  it  conduct- 
ed with  much  moderation  as  to  the  respective  candidates 
for  office,  and  great  unanimity  as  reguds  the  important 
points  of  confirming  their  present  magna  charta,  and  seek- 
ing admiasion  into  the  Union  of  the  United  States  of  the 
Nortii. 

The  terms  upon  which  they  desire  to  become  an  inte- 
grant of  that  Union  have  been  discussed  in  the  cabinet,  and 
have  already  been  or  will  be  made  the  heads  of  instructions 
for  the  conduct  of  their  representative  near  the  Govern- 
ment at  Washington.     They  are  somewhat  as  follows : 

That  all  the  laws^  acts,  and  obligations,  of  the  present 
as  well  as  the  provisional  Government  of  November,  1835, 
shall  be  respected  and  held  valid ; 

That  bonafide  settiers  shall  be  protected  in  their  rights 
to  to  much  land  as  they  can  rightfully  claim  by  virtue  of 
laws  under  which  they  emigrated ; 

That  locations  of  land  shall  not  be  deemed  defective  for 
any  failure  to  comply  with  formal  requiaitions-^uch  as  cul- 
tivation in  toio,  erecting  landmarks,  paying  annual  fees 
or  dues  to  the  Government ;  and  that  grants  good  in  the 
beginning  ^hall  continue  so  upon  a  compliance  With  the  neg- 
lected requisites,  whenever  they  may  be  legally  insisted  on ; 


That  slavery  shall  be  allowed  in  Texas  of  persons  of 
African  descent,  and  that  all  persons  of  that  description 
now  in  Texas,  and  held  as  slaves,  shall  be  respected  as  the 
property  of  their  respective  owners ; 

That  citizens  of  this  who  may  be  bound  to  those  of  for- 
eign countries,  for  debts  contracted  previous  to  their  com- 
ing hiUier,  shall,  in  respect  to  such  debts,  be  protected 
from  suits  during  a  certain  number  of  years ; 

That  liberal  appropriations  of  public  land  shall  be  made 
for  the  endowment  of  seminaries  of  learning  and  *<  other 
institutions  of  public  utility ;"  and  that  all  ordinances  or 
laws,  declaring  as  subject  of  confiscation  or  forfeiture  prop- 
erty of  any  description,  shall  be  duly  respected,  and  al- 
lowed to  be  carried  out  by  the  authorities  of  Texas. 

The  first  provision  of  those  instructions  would  affect  the 
interest  of  tiie  United  States,  upon  her  adopting  Texas, 
only  so  far  as  concerns  the  public  debts  and  grants  of 
lands  to  settlers  and  soldiers,  as  the  other  laws  referred  to 
are  of  a  municipal  character,  and  relate  principally  to  the 
internal  policy  of  the  State.' 

I  discussed  the  mode  in  which  these  obligations  should 
be  compUed  with,  as  it  is  easy  to  see  that  all  the  liabilities 
of  the  Government,  for  its  administration  and  the  support 
of  the  war,  must  be  paid  entirely  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
lands.  There  were  two  ways  proposed :  first,  to  let  tbe 
State  satisfy  all  the  demands  of  her  own  tribunals  or  audi- 
tors, and  then  turn  the  residuum  of  the  public  domain  over 
to  the  United  States ;  or,  secondly,  to  let  the  latter  take  the 
whole  encumbrances  of  the  war,  with  all  the  land,  and  pay 
the  claimants  as  our  Government  may  direct 

The  objection  to  the  latter  plan,  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  would  be,  that  those  expenses  and  the  extent 
of  the  liabilities  are  unknown,  and  cannot  be  ascertained  ; 
that  a  greater  liberality  would  be  claimed  from  her  in  the 
interpretation  of  g^nts  and  other  demands  than  would  be 
expected  from  the  State,  whose  citizens,  for  their  own  in- 
terest, would  be  obliged  to  adjust  them  upon  more  cautious 
and  rigid  rules ;  and,  finally,  that  if  the  war  is  continued 
much  longer,  the  sacrifices  of  the  public  land  for  the  means 
of  defence  will  leave  no  surplus  beyond  her  debts. 

The  part  which  provides  that  locations  of  land  shall  not 
be  deemed  defective  for  any  failure  to  comply  with  formal 
requisites,  is,  I  believe,  not  consistent  with  public  opinion, 
as  great  complaint  is  made  against  the  tenurre  of  lands  by 
persons  who  have  merely  complied  with  some  of  the  unim- 
portant conditions  of  the  grants,  such  as  erecting  a  tempo- 
rary cabin  and  marking  boundaries,  and  then  have  left  the 
premises. 

The  very  object  of  the  grants,  which  was  to  induce  ac- 
tual settlement,  and  provide  security  by  the  increase  of  pop- 
ulation, has  iii  this  way  been  of^n  defeated ;  and  the  colo- 
nists, who  have  borne  the  burden  of  the  troubles,  have 
built  up  a  society,  and  have  made  the  country  what  it  is  by 
their  labor,  will  be' likely  to  insist  that  the  lands  of  others, 
who  have  not  acted  in  this  good  faith,  shall  be  retained  by 
tbe  State,  to  increase  her  abihty  and  resources. 

The  section  which  requires  slavery  to  be  allowed  of  per- 
sons of  African  derivation  refers  to  a  limited  toleration  of 
it  as  it  exists  in  the  United  States.  The  constitution  pro- 
hibits the  importation  of  slaves  except  from  that  country, 
and  the  President  has  already,  on  the  3d  of  April  last,  is- 
sued his  proclamation  declaring  that  trade  to  be  <<  destruc- 
tive of  national  morals  and  to  individual  humanity,"  and 
requiring  the  public  functionaries  of  the  Government  to  be 
vigilant  and  active  in  arresting  all  persons  and  vessels  at- 
tempting to  contravene  that  article  of  the  constitution. 
The  proviso  exempting  the  citizens  of  Texas  for  a  limited 
time  from  suits  for  debts  contracted  previous  to  their  com- 
ing here,  is  one  of  poUry,  and  will  rather  be  favorable  to 
foreign  creditors  than  otherwise,  for  the  condition  of  emi- 
grants must  improve  with  their  continuance  in  the  coun- 
try ;  and  the  stipulation  that  all  ordinances  of  confiscations 


94 


APPENDIX— ro  Gales  8f  Seaton's  Reghter. 


34th  Coiro.  3d  Sbss.] 


Texa». 


shall  be  respected,  is  profitable  to  whatever  GovernmentB 
may  exist,  as  the  quantity  of  public  laud  will  be  augment- 
ed by  the  escheats  from  private  hands. 

But  the  desire  of  the  people  to  be  admitted  into  our  con- 
federacy is  so  prevailing,  that  any  conditions  will  be  ac- 
ceptable which  will  include  the  guarantee  of  a  republican 
form  of  government,  and  will  not  impair  the  obligations  of 
contracts. 

The  old  settlers  are  composed  for  the  most  part  of  in- 
dustrious farmers,  who  are  tired  of  the  toils  of  war,  and 
are  anxious  to  raise  up  their  families  under  the  auspices  of 
good  laws,  and  leave  them  the  inheritance  of  a  safe  and 
free  Government. 

If  we  were  permitted  to  view  the  future  condition  of  this 
country,  under  a  continuance  of  present  circumstances,  or 
under  those  which  must  attend  it  as  a  part  of  Mexico, 
where  it  viould  remain  subject  to  military  despotism,  and 
be  kept  back,  like  her  own  subjects,  in  the  scale  of  civiliza- 
tion for  ages,  and  then  compare  it  with  the  high  station  it 
would  reach,  in  industry,  commerce,  and  the  arts  and  so- 
cial relations,  under  the  annexation  to  our  country,  hu- 
manity would  speedily  dictate  her  redemption,  and  the 
philanthropy  of  nations  give  a  sanction  to  the  act. 

The  constitution  has  been  very  liberal  in  the  appropria- 
tion of  lands,  and  has  placed  the  citizens  who  were  living 
in  the  country  at  tlic  date  of  the  declaration  of  independ^ 
ence  upon  a  footing  wiih  the  old  colonists,  giving  to  every 
head  of  a  family  one  league  and  labor,  and  to  every  singte 
man,  of  the  age  of  seventeen  and  upwards,  one  third  of  a 
league.  The  same  instrument  has  been  careful  in  pro- 
tecting the  State  from  large  g^nts  made  to  various  indi- 
viduals, some  of  whom  were  non-residents  and  aliens. 

The  public  sentiment  seems  to  be  in  accordance  with 
those  provisions,  as  they  exclude  large  monopolies,  which 
it  is  said  have  been  illegally  acquired,  without  considera- 
tion and  against  the  laws  of  colonization.  The  Legisla- 
ture of  Coahuila  and  Texa?  passed  acts  in  1834-'6,  grant- 
ing away  to  a  few  persons  eleven  hundred  leagues  of  land, 
all  of  which,  and  every  survey  under  them,  are  declared  to 
be  null  and  void. 

The  fourth  article  of  the  laws  of  colonization  forbids  the 
settlement  of  the  « ten  lateral  leagues"  on  the  coasU,  and 
of  the  twenty  leagues  on  the  frontiers  adjoining  a  foreign 
nation,  and  yet  grants  were  also  made  by  the  Legislature 
in  parcels  of  eleven  leagues  each.  They  are  likewise  de- 
nounoed  as  illegal,  and  the  authority  over  them  will  be 
resumed  by  the  Government.  This  will  affect  m»ny  of 
our  citizens  in  the  United  States,  who  have  been  led  to 
purchase  lands  from  supposed  proprietors,  claiming  und?r 
irregular  or  conditional  public  grants. 

The  constitution  precludes  foreigners  from  holding  lands 
except  by  title  direct  from  the  Government,  so  t^t  our 
countrymen  at  home  should  understand  that  the  acquisition 
of  such  property  liere  carries  with  it  the  penalty  of  expa- 
Iriation^ 

I  have  now  given  you,  in  my  several  letters,  information 
upon  all  the  subjects  that  concern  the  present  condition  of 
this  country,  in  its  several  relations,  and  shall  in  a  few 
days  leave  it,  to  return  to  Washington.  I  have  taken  co- 
pious notes,  from  conversations  with  the  officers  of  Gov- 
ernment and  intelligent  settlers,  the  substance  of  which  T 
shall  communicate  in  person,  or  as  the  matter  of  a  future 
despatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  MORFIT. 

Hon.  John  Forbtth, 

Sccretan/ of  Slate,  Wasfdnglon  city. 


Tjjxas,  S.ptember  U,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  intended  any  further  communication  about  the 
country  to  have  been  left  for  a  personal  interview ;  but  as 

it 


theft  were  several  points  which,  though  not  strictly  withia 
my  inquiries,  were  blended  in  my  notes,  as  exhibiting  the 
views  of  citizens  here  upon  interestiAg  questions,  I  have 
thought  it  best  to  transcribe  the  whole,  in  the  form  in  which 
they  stand. 

The  revolutionary  history  of  Texas,  as  far  as  it  has  been 
published,  is  erroneous  in  the  ascription  of  important  meas- 
ures to  wrong  periods  of  time,  and  in  misstating  the  order 
of  its  progress. 

From  an  original  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  dele- 
gates in  my  possession,  being  the  only  one  in  the  country, 
it  appears  that  after  the  destruction  of  the  constitution  by 
General  Santa  Aima,  the  repeal  of  the  colonization  laws, 
and  when  the  news  reached  Colwnbia  that  their  citizens 
had  been  illegally  imprisoned,  the  people  of  that  jurisdic- 
tion held  a  meeting,  in  August,  1835,  and  various  resolu- 
tions were  adopted,  declaring  that  they  would  resist,  with 
force  and  arms,  any  attempt  to  deliver  their  fellow-dtizens 
into  the  hands  of  the  military,  and  inviting  the  inhabitants 
of  the  different  municipalities  to  elect  delegates  to  devise 
measures  for  the  relief  of  Texas.  This  was  the  first  public 
act  towards  a  separation  from  Mexico.  The  delegates 
were  appointed,  and  on  the  16th  October,  1835,  met  at 
San  Felipe  de  Austin.  The  convention  was  termed  the 
**  Consultation  of  Texas,"  which,  on  the  7th  of  Noveia- 
ber,  unanimously  adopted  a  declaration  of  rights,  set- 
ting forth  the  causes  that  induced  the  people  to  take  up 
arms. 

On  the  10th  of  the  same-montb,  the  plan  of  a  prong- 
ional  Government,  to  consist  of  a  Governor,  Lieutenant 
Governor,  and  Council,  was  adopted,  and  on  the  12tk  the 
several  officers  were  elected,  and  the  oaths  of  ofiice  admin- 
istered in  presence  of  the  Consultation.  The  proceedings 
have  been  neither  published  nor  fully  copied,  but  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  is  supervising  the  arrangement 
of  them  in  proper  form. 

As  all  the  steps  of  a  new  nation,  from  its  poUtical  birth 
to  the  maturity  of  its  being,  are  interesting  to  those  who 
look  upon  history  as  an  instructive  species  of  philosophy,  I 
have  copied  the  captions  of  the  most  important  of  the  man- 
uscript ordinances,  which  I  now  present,  and,  though  prin- 
cipally of  a  fiscal  nature,  they  are  so  many  presages  of 
future  system. 

The  first  acts  of  legislation  by  the  provisional  Govern- 
ment were  to  create  a  loan  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  the  next  to  ^se  a  regular  army  and  create  a  navy ; 
one  to  regulate  the  militia ;  to  purchase  munitions  of  war ; 
grant  registers  to  vessels ;  organize  auxiiiaiy  corps  of  vol- 
unteers ;  and  one  requiring  the  Governor  to  instruct  com- 
missioners to  the  United  Sutes  of  the  North.  On  the  12th 
December,  1835,  a  Genera!  Post  Ofiice  Department  was 
created.  The  law  was  carried  into  efi|ct  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Postmaster  General,  and  various  routes  were 
established,  which  had  got  into  partial  operatitm,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Brazos  to  the  difierent  frontier  settlements. 
The  system  was  interrupted  by  the  incursion  of  the  army, 
and  is  now  only  beginning  to  be  renewed.  The  aggregate 
distance  proposed  in  the  courses  was  one  thousand  five 
hundred  and  thirty-six  miles  in  direct  lines. 

Duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  were  laid  by  several  or- 
dinances, and  an  act  passed  prohibiting  the  migration  of 
free  nogroes  and  mulattoes  into  Texast 

It  is  remarkable  that  this  State  attended  to  the  regulation 
of  its  commercial  revenue  within  a  month  after  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  provisional  Government,  while  that  of  the 
United  States  did  not  create  a  tariff  for  thirteen  years  after 
the  declaration  of  its  independence. 

The  **  provisional  Government,'*  which  contained  the 
three  separated  ingredients  of  good  policy-*^n  executive, 
legislative,  and  judicial  department — continued"  until  the 
2d  March,  1836,  when  a  convention  of  delegates  at  Wash- 
ington proclaimed  the  independence  of  Texas,  and  deda* 
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red  her  fally  inveBied  with  all  the  rights  and  attributes 
which  properly  belong  to  independent  nations. - 

The  same  convention,  on  the  17d&  March,  adopted  a 
constitution,  and  provided  for  a  Government  ad  interim, 
which  took  the  place  of  the  provisional  Government.  This 
constitution  was  confirmed  by  the  voice  of  the  people  in  their 
elections  on  the  first  Monday  in  this  month,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment ad  interim  continues  until  the  second  Monday  in 
December,  when  the  President  and  Vice  Presidentelect  will 
assume  their  constitutional  duties,  and  thus  perfect,  to  that 
extent,  the  intentions  of  the  people. 

The  authority  of  sovereignty,  even  as  to  foreign  nations, 
was  very  soon  exercised  by  Texas  after  her  provisional 
Government  went  into  operation,  and  that  too  at  the  ex- 
pense of  some  of  our  own  citizens.- 

On  the  2d  of  June  last,  the  American  schooner  Watch- 
man was  captured  in  Goparo  bay,  with  a  cargo  of  bread, 
rice,  and  beans. 

On  the  1 9th  of  the  same  month,  the  schooners  Comanche 
and  Fanny  Butler,  similarly  laden,  were  taken  in  the  same 
neighborhood,  and  the  cargoes  of  all  condemned  by  the 
Rus(6  court  for  <<  consisting  of  articles  for  the  comfort  and 
subsistence  of  the  Mexican  army." 
The  value  of  the  Watchman's  invoice  was  about  #4,000  00 
That  of  the  Comanche's    -  -  -       7,528  14 

Of  the  Fanny  Butler's        .  -  -        8,664  56 


Making  in  all 


$20,192  70 


On  the  21  St  of  July,  the  President  proclaimed  the  block- 
ade of  Matamoras,  the  Brazos,  Santiago,  and  all  the  neigh- 
boring estuaries.  This  included  American  vessels,  and  the 
trade,  which  is  very  considerable  from  our  porti  to  the  Rio 
Grande,  particulariy  from  New  Orleans,  was  thus  inter- 
rupted, and  indeed  cut  off,  until  the  13th  of  August,  when, 
upon  my  representations,  the  decree  was  rescinded.  These 
proceedings  would  give  rise  to  three  propositions :  First. 
Whether  Mexico,  so  far  from  maintaining  her  ability  to 
protect  her  own  territory,  as  required  by  the  law  of  nations, 
has  not  fiuled  in  that  duty,  and  extended  the  injury  to  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States.  Secondly.  Whether,  if 
Texas  is  not  an  integrant  of  Mexico,  but  a  separate  Gov- 
ernment, Mexico  has  not  directly  violated  her  treaty  of 
"1831,  by  allowing  the  subjects  of  an  adjoining  State  to 
blockade  her  ports.  And,  third.  If  Texas  is  not  a  distinct 
Government,  but  still  part  of  Mexico,  whether  the  latter 
has  not  permitted  her  own  subjects  to  commit  acts  in  rela- 
tion to  the  United  States  which,  strictly  speaking,  amount 
to  a  state  of  imperfect  war. 

Though  eariy  plans  were  laid  to  support  the  Government, 
in  part,  by  imposts,  they  were  never  carried  into  effect 
Tvhe  whole  community  were  engaged  in  one  occupation, 
which  was  war,  and  therefore  it  would  have  been  only 
crippling  the  cause  of  the  country  to  have  taxed  the  neces- 
saries that  were  introduced. 

Custom  districts  were  established,  and  collectors  appoint- 
ed ;  but,  by  general  consent,  the  Government  acquiesced  in 
the  suspension  of  the  law,  and  to  this  day  every  thing  is 
practically  free  of  duty.  The  consumption  of  bread-stufis, 
provisions,  and  clothing,  is  very  great,  and  they  are  nearly 
all  drawn  from  the  United  States. 

The  products  of  Texas  are  principally  cotton  and  com ; 
the  former  is  the  most  cultivated,  on  account  of  its  supe- 
rior value.  This  year  there  will  be  less  than  10,000  bales 
but  if  the  country  had  been  quiet  there  would  have  been 
50,000.  Abundance  of  fine  cattle  is  raised  with  very  little 
difficulty,  and  the  climate  and  soil  are  adaptad  to  the  usual 
grain  of  our  own  country. 

It  is  said  that  the  sugar  cane  would  thrive  well  here,  but 
I  should  doubt  it,  though  I  believe,  from  personal  observa- 
tion, that  the  soil  would  yield  abundant  cropk  of  indigo, 
'  and  with  but  little  trouble. 


The  tonnage  of  Texas  is,  as  might  bo  expected  for  a 
country  so  new,  very  small.  Heretofore  part  of  the  trade 
was  carried  on  in  Mexican  shipping,  and  then  the  amount 
was  much  greater.  At  present  they  have  not  more  than 
a  dozen  commercial  vessels,  including  two  or  three  steam- 
boats. 

I  should  say  that  if  this  country  were  in  a  tranquil  con- 
dition, with  an  industrious  population  peaceably  engaged 
in  the  cultivation  of  their  rich  lands,  the  raising' of  cattle, 
which  are  so  abundant,  and  the  associated  pursuits  of  a 
settled  people,  properly  organized  by  the  restraints  and  pro- 
tection of  good  laws,  it  would  become,  in  a  few  years,  a 
market  for  as  much  English,  French,  and  other  foreign  pro^ 
ductions,  as  any  State  in  our  Union.  The  rationale  of  this 
would  easily  appear,  by  carrying  the  mind  through  the  vast 
region  comprised  within  the  limits  of  this  country,  looking 
to  the  population  that  must  necessarily  be  drawn  to  it  un- 
der a  proper  system,  the  proximity  of  our  Western  and 
Northwestern  territory,  and  to  the  interior  of  Mexico  it- 
self, which  at  no  very  distant  day  may  be  furnished  through 
this  medium.  But,  as  things  now  are,  I  doubt  whether 
any  of  those  fruits  of  good  order  will  ever  be  matured. 

The  present  Government  is  as  well  administered  as  its 
resources  and  the  appliances  of  the  country  will  admit ;  but 
as  it  is  just  in  its  pupilage,  with  no  strength  but  confidence 
in  the  cause,  no  help  but  that  which  sympathy  gives,  and 
is  not  yet  harmoniously  ailjusted  in  the  motions  of  its  re- 
spective branches,  it  may  still  be  considered  a  mere  experi- 
ment upon  independence,  which  the  loss  of  friends  or  of  a 
single  battle  may  disperse  to  the  vrinds. 

In  a  former  letter  it  was  said  that  the  residuum  of  public 
domain,  after  all  deductions  for  military  services  and 
*<head  rights,"  would  be  one  hundred  millions  of  acres. 
That  statement  was  made  upon  the  views  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  Since  then  T  have  obtained  an  original 
estimate,  addressed  to  the  auditor  by  a  scientific  gentleman 
who  has  officiated  as  a  surveyor,  in  which  he  reports  that 
Texas  possesses  249,900  square  miles,  or  160  millions  of 
square  acres,  and  allows  80  millions  to  be  taken  up  and 
covered  with  claims ;  which  amount,  he  says,  «is  too  large, 
no  doubt,  by  one  half."  This  would  leave  80  millions  of 
acres  unencumbered  for  the  State ;  and,  supposing  only  one 
fourth  of  it  to  be  available,  would  yield,  at  fifly  cents  per 
acre,  ten  millions  of  dollars.  I  should  presume  this  calcu- 
lation as  to  quantity  is  incorrect,  as  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment supposed  Texas  proper  to  contain,  in  1835,  only 
104,0^,000  acres,  and  the  territory  between  the  Nueces 
and  the  Rio  Grande,  claimed  by  this  country  since  then, 
will  hardly  augment  the  quantity  by  60  millions. 

Texas,  within  the  present  limits,  is  nearly  four  times 
larger  than  the  largest  State  in  our  Union,  (Virginia,)  and 
two  hundred  times  larger  than  Rhode  Inland,  the  smallest. 

Tile  separation  of  Texas,  as  an  independent  State, 
from  Mexico,  it  is  said,  will  awaken  the  attention  of  some 
of  the  European  Powers  against  the  slave  trade,  which  her 
citizens  vrill  carry  on ;  but  it  is  contended  that  this  assertion 
must  fail,  when  it  is  seen  that  the  constitution  prohibits 
that  commerce. 

Even  if  it  did  no^  it  is  argued  that  it  has  been  judi- 
cially settled,  in  the  highest  tribunal  in  the  United  States  and 
in  England,  that  whatever  may  be  said  against  that  traffic 
upon  the  score  of  moral  consequences,  it  has  nevertheless 
been  protected  by  the  laws  of  all  commercial  countries,  has 
been  claimed  by  each  and  allowed  by  each,  and  cannot, 
therefore,  be  considered  as  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations. 
Those  States  whose  municipal  enactments  make  that  kind 
of  commerce  unlawful  can  of  course  punish  their  own  sub- 
jects who  may  be  en^ged  in  it,  but  they  cannot  interfere 
with  the  subjects  of  other.  Powers  found  in  that  trade,  al- 
though those  nations  have  also  prohibited  it,  because  the 
civil  tribunals  of  one  country  will  not  enforce  the  penal 
laws  of  another. 
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But,  apart  from  all  international  rights  or  jealousieB  on 
this  question,  the  vindicatory  sanctions  of  the  law  here 
against  the  slave  trade  are  sufficient  to  suppress  itwit,  hout 
the  aid  of  distant  Powers. 

The  administration  and  people  entertain  no  spprehen- 
sion  that  any  foreign  nation  will  interfere  in  their  contest 
with  Mexico,  as  they  rely  upon  the  policy  and  example 
heretofore  set  by  the  United  Sutes  and  Great  Britain  in  the 
struggle  between  Spain  and  her  revolted  colonies,  in  which 
both  the  former  Governments  protested  against  the  right  of 
the  allied  Powers  to  interpose  by  forcible  means. 

Our  Government  went  further,  and  held  that  any  attempt 
to  extend  the  peculiar  political  system  of  Europe  to  this 
continent  would  be  considered  dangerous  to  the  peace  of 
its  own  States.  The  Texians  hold  that  the  only  exception 
to  the  rule  against  the  rights  of  interfering  by  neutral  na- 
tions, is,  when  it  is  in  aid  of  ths  oppressed,  and  where  Uie 
general  interests  of  humanity  are  infringed  by  the  outrages 
or  evils  of  despotism ;  and  that  Texas,  having  for  years  suf- 
fered under  that  condition,  is  entitled,  like  the  Greeks,  to 
the  commiseration  of  all  civilized  nations.  They  say  that 
the  revolutionary  state  of  Mexico,  since  her  separation  from 
Spain,  has  been  so  boisterous  in  action  and  so  contradic- 
tory in  policy,  that  in  examining  how  fiir  this  province  has 
the  right  to  a  separate  national  existence,  it  necessarily  in- 
volves the  inquiry  of  whether  Mexico  herself  has  not  ceased 
to  possess  a  distinct  sovereignty ;  that  the  material  attributes 
of  a  nation  are  ability  to  enforce  the  laws  and  protect  her 
own  institutions ;  that  even  in  cases  of  a  neutrality,  where 
an  abuse  of  the  neutral  territory  proceeds  from  Uie  weak- 
ness of  the  sovereign,  and  her  inability  to  defend  it,  the 
party  injured  acquires  authority  and  may  extend  his  juris- 
diction over  it;  that  much  more  so  may  that  distinct  por- 
tion of  a  large  State  which  is  found  adhering  to  a  vnitten 
constitution,  while  the  rest  are  separated  into  revolting  fac- 
tions, be  entitled  to  an  exclusive  control  over  her  own 
limits  and  people,  because  the  State  has  not  only  failed  to 
protect  that  particular  portion  of  the  country,  but  has  taken 
part  in  a  revolution  to  overthrow  the  veiy  principles  she 
was  pledged  to  support  ^Texas,  instead  of  rismg  in  arms 
against  Mexico,  is  said  to*  have  remained  adhering  to  the 
republican  system,  while  Mexico  deserted  it. 

Arguments  are  used,  based  upon  the  history'  of  Mexico, 
to  show  that  her  citizetM  proper  were  never  capable  of  ap- 
preciating liberty  in  its  political  American  sense,  and  that 
her  pretended  institutions  of  liberal  government  and  laws, 
from  the  time  of  her  separation  from  Spain  to  the^resent 
day,  have  existed  only  in  the  forms  of  delusive  promises 
that  were  always  broken  to  the  hope.  The  first  important 
act  of  the  first  President,  after  the .  separation  from  Spain, 
was  to  bring  the  Government  back  to  an  order  of  things 
more  oppressive  than  that  of  its  ancient  rulers ;  and  Itur- 
bide,  instead  of  continuing  as  President  of  a  republic,  re- 
generated a  monarchy,  and  proclaimed  himself  an  Emperor. 
Either  from  an  imagined  love  for  freedom  vaguely  under- 
stood, a  belief  that  a  constitutional  government  conld  be 
adapted  to  the  habito  and  notions  of  the  people,  or  from 
restless  ambition,  it  seems  that  General  Santa  Anna  was 
the  first  to  overtlirow  the  imperial  government,  the  first  to 
aid  in  the  establishment  of  a  republic,  and,  finally,  the 
first  in  ita  destruction. 

The  only  President  who  has  been  permitted  to  exercise 
his  functions  for  the  appointed  time,  and  who  has  retired 
to  the  shades,  if  not  to  the  enjoyment  of  private  life,  un- 
scathed by  revoIutions,was  Victoria,  the  successor  of  Iturbide. 

Manu^  Gomez  Pedrazo  was  elected  by-  a  small  majority 
over  General  Guerrero ;  but  Santa  Anna,  at  the  head  of  the 
military,  declared  the  election  void,  and  proclaimed  Guer- 
rero President.  Pedrazo  fled,  and  Guerrero  was  confirmed 
by  Congress.  He  was  invested  with  the  powers  of  a  dic- 
tator, and  refusing  to  lay  them  down,  Anastasio  Busta- 
ment6  assumed  the  presidency,  and  Guerrero  was  shot 


Bustamebt^  was  in  favor  of  a  consolidated  form  of  gov- 
ernment, and  General  Santa  Anna  for  a  complete  pepubtic  ; 
the  latter  declared  for  the  constitution  of  Vera  Cru»— 4n 
1832  deposed  Bustamente,  as  well  as  the  Vice  President 
Farias^^lected  General  Barrazan  in  his  place— 4iecame 
himself  President  of  the  republic,  and,  in  1835,  repealed 
the  constitution  by  military  orders,  which  re-established  the 
very  systam,  under  new  rules,  that  had  caused  the  rev<rfu- 
tionof  1823. 

The  question  is  then  asked  by  the  Texians,  is  a  nation 
which  is  incapable  of  protecting  any  form  of  government 
from  overthrow,  by  a  few  military  leaders,  entitled  to  hold 
the  peaceable  citizens  of  a  distant  part  of  her  coontiy  for- 
ever subject  to  all  the  evils  of  anarchy  1 

Other  argumento  are«dvanced  to  show  that,  besides  all 
this,  the  incongruity  between  their  citizens,  who  have 
been  practically  accustomed  to  the  protection  of  the  laws  as 
well  as  to  liberty  in  ita  true  meaning,  and  those  untutored 
subjecta  of  Mexico  who,  combining  a  \ariety  of  races  in 
one  blood,  lose  the  indentity  of  all,  and  si^mit,  in  the 
ignorance  of  their  righta  and  their  power,  to  the  authority 
of  a  few  who  are  bold,  is  another  reason  why  the  people 
have  a  moral  right  to  establish  a  separate  State.  Politically 
considered,  they  contend  that,  as  allegiance  and  protection 
are  reciprocal,  and  Mexico  has  failed  to  aid  them  against 
the  inroads  and  murders  of  the  Indiansi,  has  overturiMd  the 
republican  constitution,  tiie  establishment  and  promised 
continuance  of  which  were  the  first  inducemento  to  emi- 
gration, has  for  years  exhibited  a  determination  to  annihi- 
late the  colonial  settiements,  and  has,  by  a  law  of  1830, 
excluded  the  admission  of  Americans  of  the  North  into 
Texas,  Mexico  has  forfeited  her  claim  to  allegiance,  which 
ceased  when  her  protection  failed,  lost  her  right  of  sover- 
eignty over  Texas  when  she  violated  her  compact,  and  be- 
came an  enemy  to  her  own  citizens  when  she  excluded 
their  brethren  from  the  country. 

The  only  resource  left  to  these  citizens  in  the  periods  of 
partial  calm  when  they  were  oppressed  by  the  laws,  or  in 
those  boisterous  times  when  the  ambition  of  opposing  lead- 
ers kept  the  country  in  revolution,  was  to  adhere  qoiedy  to 
the  principles  of  a  firee  government,  which  they  had  been 
invited  to  join,  and  to  wait  patiently  in  the  hope  of  their 
re-establishment. 

Long  after  the  federal  system  was  destroyed,  the  Texians 
continued  to  petition  Mexico  to  restore  it,  and  only  took 
up  arms  when  she  was  obliged  to  defend  herself  against 
those  who  made  war  upon  republicanism,  so  that  her  pres- 
ent position  proceeds  not  from  her  own  revolutions^  but 
from  those  of  Mexico.  In  this  state  of  things,  the  fieelings 
and  hopes  of  the  citizens  revert  to  the  United  States  for 
sympathy,  not  only  because  of  consanguinity,  but  because 
they  are  pioneers  in  the  new  country,  carrying  with  them, 
in  the  common  cause  of  humanity,  Uie  light  of  free  govern- 
ment, borrowed  from  their  ancient  homes.  If  we  view  the 
condition  of  Texas  by  comparison  with  other  Govemmenta 
that  are  established,  it  will  be  found  greatiy  defident  in 
many  of  the  materials  of  a  nation ;  but  as  the  independence  of 
States  is  considered  equal  in  the  eye  of  international  law, 
whatever  may  be  their  relative  power,  and  Texas  has  not 
only  maintained  herself  within  her  own  boundary,  but  man- 
ifested an  ability  to  invade  that  of  her  enemy,  it  would  result 
that  she  has  thus  far  accomplished,  though  in  a  limited 
degree,  the  criterion  of  sovereignty,  in  being  a  ''nation 
which  governs  itself,  independent  of  foreign  Powers." 

The  United  States  have,  in  common  with  every  other 
nation,  a  right  to  enlarge  their  resources  in  the  proper  ac- 
quirement of  territory,  the  extension  of  their  commerce,  the 
increase  of  revenue,  and  the  promotion  of  alliances ;  but,  as 
an  ofiset  to  this,  in  reference  to  the  present  question,  msy 
be  considered  the  doubtful  policy  in  the  application  of  the 
rule,  from  the  infancy  of  Texas,  the  uncertainty  of  her  abil- 
ity to  continue  her  efforta  to  the  lull  fruition  of  freedom,  the 
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custom  of  netttrals  not  to  interfere  with  belligeranta,  and 
the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico, 
which  Inculcates  the  establishment  of  friendly  relations  up- 
on a  firm  basis. 

These,  and  other  considerations  referred  to  in  my  former 
communications,  constitute  the  reason  for  pausing  in  ex- 
pressing the  opinion  that  Texas  is  now  capable  of  perform- 
ing the  ebiigations  of  an  independent  nation. 

The  rigid  course  of  duty,  which  requires  a  candid  state- 
ment from  facts,  prevails  over  partialities  that  prompt  a  dif- 
icrent  picture ;  and  though  a  regard  for  truth,  a  sense  of  na- 
tional integrity,  and  a  desire  to  manifest  their  strict  exer- 
cise by  the  United  States,  may  justly  delay  the  period  for 
enrolling  Texas  in  the  list  of  nations,  her  citizens,  and 
those  who  participate  in  the  principles  of  her  cause,  may 
be  consoled  by  the  certainty  that,  without  the  aid  of  any 
Government,  the  career  of  political  freedom  which  is  ex- 
tending throughout  the  world  will  of  its  own  speed  accom- 
plish what  caution  now  withholds. 

Foreign  policy,  the  conventional  faith  of  nations,  or  tlie 
efforts  of  Mexico,  may  detain  Texas  lingering  in  her  em- 
bryo state  for  many  years ;  but  the  fertility  of  her  soil,  the 
remoteness  of  her  situation,  which  affords  an  asylum  from 
the  angiy  subjects  that  often  agitate  the  Northern  and 
Southern  parts  of  our  country,  and,  above  all,  the  current 
of  emigration,  which,  through  the  whole  West,  looks  like 
the  advent  of  the  oppressed  of  all  nations  seeking  to  build 
up  free  altars  in  a  new  hemisphere,  must  disenthral  her  by  a 
moral  force  which  no  power  nor  potentates  can  resist. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  MORFIT. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Fobstth, 

Secretary  ojf  State, 

MR.  MADISON  AND  HIS  WORKS. 

Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  Congress 

on  the  subject. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Krprcsentaiives : 

I  transmit  herewith,  to  Congress,  copies  of  my  corre- 
spondence with  Mrs.  Madison,  produced  by  the  resolution 
adopted  at  the  last  session  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  on  the  decease  of  her  venerated  husband. 
The  occasion  ^eems  to  be  appropriate  to  present  a  letter 
from  her  on  the  subject  of  the  publication  of  a  work  of  great 
political  interest  and  ability,  carefully  prepared  by  JAr. 
Madison's  own  hand,  under  circumstances  that  give  it 
claims  to  he  considered  as  little  less  than  official. 

Congress  has  already,  at  considerable  expense,  published, 
in  a  variety  of  forms,  the  naked  journals  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary Congress,  and  of  the  Convention  that  formed  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States.  I  am  persuaded  that 
the  work  of  Mr.  Madison,  considering  the  author,  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  it,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
prepared,  long  withheld  from  the  public  as  it  has  been  by 
those  motives  of  personal  kindness  and  delicacy  that  gave 
tone  to  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men,  until  he  and 
all  who  had  been  participators  with  him  in  the  scenes  he 
describes  have  passed  away,  well  deserves  to  become  the 
j>roperty  of  the  nation,  and  cannot  fail,  if  published  and 
disseminated  at  the  public  charge,  to  confer  tlie  most  im- 
portant of  all  benefits  on  the  present  and  every  succeeding 
generation — accurate  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  their 
Govepment,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  they 
were  recommended,  imbodied  in  the  constitution  for  adop- 
tion. ANDREW  JACKSON. 

D£CEMB£ii  6,  1836. 


Department  op  State,  July  9,  183(3. 
The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  report  to  the 
PrceiJcnt  that  there  is  no  resolution  of  Congress  on  the 
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death  of  Mr.  Madison  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State. 
By  application  at  the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  enclosed 
certified  copy  of  a  set  of  resolutions  has  been  procured. 
These  resolutions,  being  joint,  should  bave  been  enrolled, 
signed  by  the  presiding  officers  of  the  two  Houses,  and 
submitted  for  the  executive  approbation.  By  referring  to 
the  proceedings  on  the  death  of  General  Washington, 
such  a  course  appears  to  have  been  thought  requisite ;  but 
in  thb  case  it  has  been  deemed  unnecessary,  or  has  been 
omitted  acoidentally.  'i'he  value  of  the  public  expression 
of  sympathy  woiUd  bo  so  much  diminished  by  postpone- 
ment to  the  next  session,  that  the  Secretary  has  thought  it 
best  to  present  the  papers,  incomplete  as  they  are,  as  the 
basis  of  such  a  letter  as  the  President  may  think  proper  to 
direct  to  Mrs.  Madison.  JOHN  FORSYTH, 

Secretary  of  State. 

WisnrK&Toir,  July  9,  1836. 

Map  AM :  It  appearing  to  have  been  the  intention  of 
Congress  to  make  me  the  organ  of  assuring  you  of  the  pro- 
found respect  entertained  by  both  its  branches  for  your 
person  and  character,  and  of  their  sincere  condolence  in  the 
late  afflicting  dispensation  of  Providence,  which  has  at 
once  deprived  you  of  a  beloved  companion,  and  your  coun- 
try of  one  of  its  most  valued  citizens,  I  perform  that  duly 
by  transmitting  the  documents  herewith  enclosed. 

No  expression  of  my  own  sensibility  at  the  loss  sustain- 
ed by  yourself  and  the  nation  could  add  to  the  consolation 
tp  bo  derived  from  these  high  evidences  of  the  public  sym- 
pathy. Be  assured,  madam,  that  there  is  not  one  of  your 
countrymen  who  feels  more  poignantly  the  stroke  which 
has  fallen  upon  you,  or  who  will  cherish  with  a  more  en- 
dearing constancy  the  memory  of  the  virtues,  the  services, 
and  the  purity,  of  the  illustrious  man  whose  glorious  and 
patriotic  life  has  been  just  terminated  by  a  tranquil  death. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  madam,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Mrs.  Dolly  P.  Madison, 

Montpeller,  Virginia. 

MoiTTFELiEn,  August  20^  1836. 

I  received,  sir,  in  -due  time,  your  letter  conveying  to  me 
the  resolutions  Congress  were  pleased  to  adopt  on  th^  oc- 
casion of  the  death  of  my  beloved  husband — a  communica-- 
tion  made  the  more  grateful  by  the  kind  expression  of  your 
sympathy  which  it  contained. 

The  high  and  just  estimation  of  my  husband  by  my 
countrymen  and  'friends,  and  their  generous  participation 
in  the  sorrow  occasioned  by  our  irrctrievsible  loss,  (express- 
ed through  their  supreme  authorities  and  otherwise,)  are 
the  only  solace  of  which  my  heart  is  susceptible  on  the  de- 
parture of  him  who  had  ndver  lost  sight  of  that  consisten- 
cy, symmetry,  and  beauty  of  character,  in  all  its  parts, 
which  secured  to  him  the  love  and  admiration  of  his  coun- 
try,  and  which  must  ever  be  the  subject  of  peculiar  and 
tender  reverence  to  one  whose  happiness  was  derived  from 
their  daily  and  constant  cxerdse. 

The  best  return  I  can  make  for  the  sympathy  of  my 
country  is  to  fulfil  the  sacred  trust  his  confidence  reposed 
in  me — that  of  placing  before  it  and  the  world  what  his 
pen  prepared  for  their  use — a  legacy  the  importance  of 
which  is  deeply  impressed  on  my  mind. 

With  great  respect, 

D.  P.  MADISON. 

To  the  Pbesidxjtt  op  the  United  States. 


MoxTPELiEn,  November  15,  183C. 
Sin:  The  will  of  my  late  husband,  James  Madison, 
contains  the  following  provision  : 

**  Considering  the  peculiarity  and  magnitude  of  the  oc- 
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casion  which  produced  the  convention  at  Philadelphia,  in 
1787,  iho  cliaracters  who  composed  it,  the  constitution 
which  resulted  from  their  deliberatione,  its  effects  during  a 
trial  of  so  many  years  on  the  prosperity  of  the  people  liv- 
ing under  it,  and  the  interest  it  has  inspired  among  the 
friends  of .  free  government,  it  is  not  an  unreasonable  infer- 
ence that  a  careful  and  extended  report  of  the  proceedings 
anJ  discussions  of  that  body,  which  were  with  closed 
doors,  by  a  member  who  was  constant  in  his  attendance, 
will  be  particularly  gratifying  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  all  who  take  an  interest  in  the  progress  of 
political  science  and  the  cause  of  true  liberty." 
.  This  provision  bears  evidence  of  the  value  he  set  on  his 
report  of  the  debates  in  the  convention ;  and  he  has 
charged  legacies  on  them  alone,  to  the  amount  of  $12,000, 
for  the  benefit  of  Hterary  institutions  and  for  benevolent 
purposes,  leaving  the  residuary  nett  proceeds  for  the  use  of 
his  widow. 

[n  a  paper  written  by  him,  and  which  it  is  proposed  to 
annex  as  a  preface  to  the  debater,  he  traces  the  formation 
of  confederacies  and  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  its  de- 
fects which  caused  and  the  steps  which  led  to  the  conven- 
tion, his  reasons  for  taking  the  debates,  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  executed  the  task,  and  his  opinion  of  the  fra- 
mcrs  of  the  constitution.  From  this  I  extract  his  descrip- 
tion of  the  manner  in  which  they  were  taken,  as  it  guar- 
anties their  fulness  and  accuracy : 

••  In  pursuance  of  the  task  I  had  assumed,  I  chose  a 
scat  in  front  of  the  presiding  member,  with  the  other  mem- 
bers on  my  right  and  left  hands.  In  this  favorable  posi- 
tion fur  hearing  nil  that  passed,  I  noted  down  in  terms  legi- 
ble, and  in  abbreviations  and  marks  intelligible  to  myself, 
what  was  read  from  the  chair  or  spoken  by  the  members  ; 
and,  losing  not  a  moment  Unne-cessarily  between  the  ad- 
journment and  reassembling  of  the  convention,  I  was  en- 
abled to  write  out  my  daily  notes  during  the  session,  or 
within  a  few  finishing  days  after  its  close,  in  the  extent 
and  form  preserved  in  my  own  hand,  on  my  files. 

"  In  the  labor  and  correctness  of  this  I  was  not  a  little 
aided  by  practice,  and  by  &miliarity  with  the  .style  and  the 
train  of  observation  and  reasoning  which  characterized  the 
principal  speakers.  It  happened,  also,  t}iat  I  was  not  ab- 
sent a  single  day,  nor  more  than  the  casual  fraction  of  an 
hour  in  any  day,  so  that  I  could  not  have  lost  a  single 
speech,  unless  a  very  short  one." 

However  prevailing  the  restraint  which  veiled,  during 
the  life  of  Mr.  Madison,  this  record  of  the  creation  of  our 
constitution,  the  grave,  which  has  closed  over  ail  those  who 
participated  in  its  formation,  has  separated  their  acts  from 
ail  that  is  personal  to  him  or  to  them.  His  anxiety  for 
their  early  publicity,  afler  this  was  removed,  may  be  infer- 
red from  his  having  them  transcribed  and  revised  by  him- 
fiell ;  and,  it  may  be  added,  the  known  wishes  of  his  illus- 
trious friend,  Thomas  Jcflerson,  and  other  distinguished 
patriots,  the  important  light  they  would  shed  for  present 
as  well  as  future  usefulness,  besides  my  desire  to  fulfil  the 
pecuniary  obligations  imposed  by  hisi  will,  urged  their  ap- 
pearance, without  awaiting  tlic  preparation  of  his  other 
works ;  and  early  measures  were  accordingly  adopted  by 
me  to  ascertain  from  publishers  in  various  parts  of  the 
Union  the  terms  on  which  their  publication  could  be  ef- 
fected. 

It  was  also  intended  to  publish  with  these  debates  those 
taken  by  him  in  the  Congress  of  the  confederation  in 
1782-'3--*7,  of  which  he  was  then  a  member,  and  selec- 
tions ipade  by  himself,  and  prepared  under  his  eye,  from  his 
letters  narrating  the  procccdingfi  of  that  body  during  the 
periods  of  his  service  in  it,  prefixing  Uie  debates  in  1776 
on  the  declaration  of  independence,  by  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son, so  as  to  imbody  all  the  memorials  in  that  shape 
known  to  exist.  'J'his  expose  of  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
ry  under  the  confederation,  and  the  defects  of  the  old 


system  of  government,  evinced  in  the  proceedings  under  it, 
eteem  to  convey  such  preceding  information  as  should  ac- 
company the  debates  on  the  formation  of  the  con»tttution 
by  which  it  was  superseded. 

The  proposals  which  have  been  received,  so  far  from 
corresponding  with  the  expectations  of  Mr.  Madison  when 
he  charged  the  first  of  these  works  with  those  legacies, 
have  evidenced  that  their  publication  could  not  be  engaiged 
in  by  me  without  advances  of  funds  and  involving  of 
risks  which  I  am  not  in  a  situation  to  make  or  incur. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  been  induced  to  sub' 
rait  for  your  consideration  whether  the  publication  of  these 
debates  be  a  matter  of  sufficient  interest  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  to  deserve' to  he  brought  to  the  notice  of 
Congress.  And  should  such  be  the  estimation  of  the  util- 
ity of  these  works  by  the  representatives  of  the  nation,  as 
to  induce  them  to  relieve  me  individually  from  the  obstacles 
which  impede  it,  their  general  circulation  will  be  insured, 
and  the  people  be  remunerated  by  its  more  economical  dis- 
tribution among  them. 

With  high  respect  and  consideration, 

D.  P.  MADISON. 

To  the  PnEsisBNT  of  the  United  States. 


TRANSFERS  OF  PUBLIC  MONEYS. 

Report  from  i lie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
statements  of  Transfers  of  Public  Moneys,  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th  instant, 

Tkeasubt  Department, 

December  26,  1836. 

SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report, 
in  further  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
passed  the  20th  instant,  directing  "that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  detailed  state- 
ment  of  all  transfers  of  public  moneys  ordered  since  tbe 
2:)d  of  June  last,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  act  of 
that  date  for  regulating  the  deposites  of  the  public  money ; 
showing  the  dates  and  amounts  of  such  transfers ;  from 
what  place  to  what  place ;  from  what  bank  to  what  bank  ; 
and  the  times  allowed  for  such  transfers,  respectively  ;  also, 
a  similar  statement  of  all  transfers  other  tl)^n  such  as  were 
made  in  execution  of  the  aforesiud  act." 

From  the  manner  of  making  transfers  which  has  long 
prevailed  in  this  Department,  the  cause  for  making  them 
does  not  appear  on  the  face,  of  the  transfer  draft,  nor,  in 
general,  on  any  record. 

I'hc  cause  of  any  particular  transfer  ir,  therefore,  usually 
known  to  no  person -except  the  Secretary  who  orders  it; 
and  hence,  such  transfers  as  have  been  issued  <*  since  the 
23d  of  June  last,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  act  of 
that  date  for  regulating  the  deposites  of  the  public  money," 
Hjid  which  are  called  for  in  the  first  part  of  the  resolution, 
cannot  be  discriminated  from  any  others  called  for  in  the 
last  part  of  the  resolution,  and  which  may  not  have  lK.*cn 
made  in  execution  of  the  aforesaid  act,  unless  the  Secre- 
tary is  able  to  do  it,  and  from  memory  rather  than  the  rec- 
ords. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  avoid  any  mistakes  as  to  the  whole 
amount  of  transfers  directed,  from  all  causes  whatever,  with- 
in the  period  mentioned,  the  Treasurer  was,  on  the  day 
the  resolution  reached  mo,  required  to  prepare  an  exhibit 
of  the  whole  since  the  23d  of  June  last,  and  to  accompany 
it  by  the  details  desired  in  the  resolution,  as  to  the  tinKs 
of  payment  and  the  names  of  the  banks  to  and  from  which 
they  have  been  respectively  ordered. 

The  whole  amount  of  these  transfers  which  have  taken 
cflect,  or  been  paid,  appears  to  be  $25,129,385. 

Those  which  have  not  taken  effect,  and  are  not  payable, 
many  of  them  till  Januar\',  February,  March,  and  April,  of 
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next  year,  equal  $12,910,000,  making  the  whole  amount 
ordered  $38,039,385. 

To  be  able  to  decide,  nearly  as  practicable,  what  portion 
of  those  have  been  directed  **  for  the  purpose  of  executing 
the  deposite  act,*'  and  what. portion,  if  any,  for  other  ob- 
jects, it  will  be  necessary  to  advert  to  the  following  &cts 
and  explanations;  The  Department  supposes  that  they 
may  all  be  construed  by  some  as  having  been  erdered  far 
that  purpose,  because  they  were  all  issued  under  the  author- 
ity of  tliat  act,  and  the  supplement  to  it,  passed  July  4, 
1836.  But  a  portion  of  them  having  been  issued  with  a 
view  to  facilitate  disbursements  and  make  payments,  at 
convenient  points,  of  the  appropriations  by  Congress,  may 
not,  in  rtrictness,  perhaps,  be  considered  by  others  as  or- 
dered for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  act,  and  hence  will, 
as  far  as  practicable,  be  estimated  by  themselves.  The 
amount  of  them,  though  not  attainable  with  exactness,  can, 
by  a  few  considerations,  probably  be  separated  and  com- 
puted distinctly  from  the  rest,  with  sufficient  certainly  for 
any  general  object  contemplated  by  the  resolution. 

Thus,  the  sum  in  the  Treasury  subject  to  draft  on  the 
23d  of  June,  1836,  was  about  $34,000,000.  Of  this 
amount,  about  $6,200,.000  were  then  under  transfer  to  dif- 
ferent places,  and  to  take  effect  at  future  periods,  for  pur- 
poses of  safety,  and  aflbrding  facility  to  future  disburse- 
ments. 

On  the  passage  of  the  deposite  law,  however,  and  in  ex- 
ecution of  the  first  section  of  it,  prohibiting  any  amount 
over  three  fourths  of  the  capital  of  any  hank  to  bo  left  in  it 
longer  than  was  necessary  to  select  new  banks,  and  to  con»- 
piete  the  transfers  proper  for  removing  the  excess,  it  be- 
came indispensable  to  transfer,  for  that  purpose  alone,  about 
$18,300,000.  New  transfers  for  tliis  whole  amount  be- 
came necessary,  except  in  a  few  cases  where  tlie  transfers 
outstanding  tended  to  accomplish  that  object,  though  in 
other  cases  they  quite  a»  much  retarded  it.  The  Depart- 
ment, therefore,  took  immediate  stops,  even  before  the  ad- 
journment of  Congress,  to  comply  with  this  direction  of 
the  law.  But  it  was  at  once  perceived  that,  by  the  peculiar 
phraseology  adopted  in  the  deposite  act,  it  was  very  doubt- 
ful whether  any  of  these  new  transfers  could  be  made  to 
banks  in  other  States  than  tliose  where  the  money  then 
was,  unless  done  to  facilitate  the  public  disbursements,  or 
unless  suitable  and  sufficient  banks  to  hold  the  excess  could 
not  be  obtained  in  the  latter  States ;  and,  hence,  that  tlie 
transfers  of  any  of  it,  for  the  purpose  of  beginning  the  equal- 
isation of  the  surplus  among  the  different  States,  could  not 
probably,  iu  any  case,  however  convenient,  be  carried  on 
at  the  same  time,  or  be  commenced  before  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary next.  These  impressions  were  communicated  by  me 
in  reply  to  several  members  of  Congress  who  inquired  at 
the  Department  on  the  subject,  and  wished  new  banks  se- 
lected, and  transfers  made  under  the  new  act,  immediately 
from  States  where  the  public  money  had  greatly  accumula- 
ted beyond  their  proportion,  to  other  States  where  large  de- 
ficiencies existed . 

Accordingly,  the  form  of  a  bill  was,  at  their  request,  pre- 
pared, which  might,  if  Congress  deemed  it  proper  to  legis- 
late further  on  the  subject,  remove  the  supposed  difficulty, 
and  which,  with  some  modifications,  afterwards  passed  in- 
to a  supplemental  law,  on  the  4th  of  July  last.  Conse- 
quently, in  any  subsequent  proceedings  to  accomplish  those 
first  transfers  of  about  $18,300,000,  with  a  view  to  equal- 
ise the  amount  among  different  banks,  in  conformity  to  the 
first  section  of  the  deposite  act^  it  was  considered  that  Con- 
gress, by  the  svpplemental  act,  expressly  intended  to  re- 
move the  doubts  and  objections  before  entertained  to  the 
course  previously  proposed,  of  combining  with*  the  division 
of  tlie  excesses  among  new  banks  the  commencement  of 
the  apportionment  of  the  deposites  among  ttie  different  de- 
ficient States,  preparatory  to  a  gradual  and  easy  payment 
to  the  States  themselves  the  ensuing  year. 


In  several  cases,  therefore,  both  objects  or  purposes, 
when  convenient,  were  seasonably  united,  and  with  a  mit- 
igated and  more  beneficial  effect,  it  is  believed,  on  the 
whole  administration  of  the  law,  and  the  condition  of  the 
money  market  generally,  than  if  all  the  transfers  to  all 
the  different  Stales  had  been  delayed  till  next  year,  and 
at  that  time  have  been  ordered  in  much  larger  sums. 

But,  as  the  payments  were  not  required  to  be  made  into 
the  State  treaburics  till  the  Isitof  January  next,  and  quar- 
terly thereafter  during  the  year,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  ex- 
hibit that  few  or  no  separate  transfers  have  yet  been  order- 
ed for  equalisation  among  the  Stales,  disunited  with  the 
other  purpose  of  equalisation  among  the  banks,  except  such 
as  were  to  take  cflect  the  n«xt  year,  near  the  dates  when 
the  several  payments  arc  duo  to  the  States  themselves,  and 
none  whatever  have  been  ordered  to  remain  permanently, 
except  in  cases  where  great  excesses  existed  in  some  States, 
to  be  reduced,  and  deficiencies  in  others  to  be  supplied,  and 
where,  if  desired  on  account  of  greater  convenience,  merely 
in  point  of  time,  they  have  not  been  postponed  to  1837. 
The  distinction  between  permanent  and  temporary  transfers 
is  adverted  to  in  the  above  remarks  because,  though  that 
distinction  does  not,  any  more  than  the  cause  of  the  trans- 
fer, appear  on  its  face,  yet  it  often  happens  that  transfers 
are  made  from  one  place  to  another  on  account  of  its  being 
more  easy  in  the  course  of  trade  and  exchange  to  have  the 
money  go  to  that  other  place,  in  the  first  instance,  tempo- 
rarily, and  afler%vard8  be  forwarded  further  by  new  trans- 
fers, and  with  greater  public  convenience,  to  tlie  place  where 
it  is  permanently  to  remain  till  expended. 

If  this  be  done  sometimes,  in  the  first  step  of  its  progress, 
without  a  rigid  regard  to  deficiencies  or  excesses  in  the 
bank  or  State  receiving  the  money,  yet,  in  tlie  next  and 
final  step  of  transferring  it  to  its  ultimate  destination,  tho^e 
are  always  strictly  adhered  to. 

In  several  casett,  also,  where  the  t/ansfers  arc  at  first,  for 
the  convenience  of  commerce,  or  other  proper  cause,  order- 
ed to  banks  in  an  amount  beyond  three  fourths  of  their  cap- 
ital, it  will  be  seen  that,  before  all  the  transfers  take  effect 
or  become  paid,  other  transfers  ^re  ordered  from  the  receiv- 
ing banks,  so  as  to  prevent  them  from  holding  permanently 
more  than  the  amount  prescribed  in  the  law.  But,  besides 
the  transfers  of  the  $18,300,000,  rendered  imperative  to 
equalise  the  money  among  the  banks,  there  has  been  an  ac- 
cruing revenue  since  the  deposite  act  passed,  amounting  to 
nearly  $22,500,000,  and  most  of  which,  being  at  first  paid 
into  the  banks  where  an  excess  already  existed,  and  hence 
not  by  law  retainable  there,  has  also  been,  necessarily, 
placed  under  transfer  to  some  other  banks,  in  compliance 
with  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  except  so  tar 
as  while  accumulating ;  the  revenue,  whether  new  or  old, 
has  in  part  been  used  to  meet  current  expenditures  at  the 
places  where  collected.  ♦ 

In  addition  to  all  these  removals  of  money,  rendered  in- 
dispensable under  the  12th  section  of  the  act,  amounting  in 
'all  to  over  forty  millions  of  dollars,  except  the  jdeduction  of 
the  current  expenditures  at  those  points,  equalling  perhaps 
one  third  of  the  whole  $17,500,000  which  have  been  paid 
out  on  appropriations  since  last  June,  other  transfers,  to 
the  amount  of  $700,000,  authorized  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
plying the  mint  with  metal  for  coining,  as  explained  in  my 
annual  report,  have,  under  the  direction  of  the  President 
and  advice  of  the  director,  been  made  to  promote  the  exe- 
cution of  that  desirable  object.  * 

The  result  of  the  whole  is,  that  the  amount  of  transfers 
ordered  to  execute  only  these  purposes  would  be  about 
$30,666,666,  or  but  seven  to  eight  millions  less  than  all 
the  transfers  ordered  since  the  deposite  act  passed. 

This  residue  is  near  the  whole  amount  which  has  prob- 
ably been  required  to  be  transferred  for  facilitating  the  pub- 
lic disbursements  at  other  points,  amounting,  since  .fune 
last,  at  those  other  points  it  is  presumed,  to  about  twelve 
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millions  of  dollars  out  of  the  wholft.  This  *fium  is  only 
from  one  to  two  millions  larger  than  the  transfers  outstand- 
ing for  this  and  a  similar  purpose  when  the  dcposite  act 
passed,  and  is  less  than  the  average  amount  required  during 
the  two  years  before  the  act  passed,  as  well  as  while  the 
United  States  Bank  was  employed  as  the  depository  of  the 
public  money  in  the  expenditure  of  a  similar  sum.  This 
is  the  nearest  approjcimation  which  can  Iw  made  to  the 
amount  which  has  been  transferred  since  June  last,  not 
etriclly,  perhaps,  **  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  act," 
provided  that  the  clause  in  it  by  which  they  are  authori- 
zed be  not  so  understood,  in  connexion  with  the  resolution, 
as  that  these  transfers  may  be  properly  considered  as  made 
•*  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  act." 

The  dates  of  the  particular  transfers  which  were  made 
exclusively  to  aid  disbursements,  and  the  names  of  the 
banks  from  and  to  which  they  were  made,  cannot  now  be 
distinguished  from  the  others,  except  by  some  general  cir- 
cumstances which  may  be  briefly  indicated.  They  embrace 
a  portion  of  all  those  transfers  which  have  been  made  to 
places  where  the  public  money  is  disbursed  to  a  large 
amount  for  any  legitimate  purpose,  and  especially  in  the 
deOcient  States.  Besides,  some  of  these  t^an^fe^8  required 
in  over  one  half  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  the  largest 
amounts  rendered  necessary  to  meet  appropriations,  since 
the  23d  of  June  last,  have  been  to  New  Hampshire,  chiefly 
for  the  navy  yard  and  pensions ;  to  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, for  various  great  public  expenditures,  of  almost  every 
description ;  to  NorfoIK,  Virginia,  very  large  sums  for  the 
navy  yard  and  fort  near  that  place ;  to  Charleston,  South 
("arolina,  and  Savannah  and  Augusta,  Georgia,  as  well  as 
to  New  Orleans,  for  the  prosecution  of  Indian  hostilities, 
and  disbursements  anticipated  on  our  Southwestern  fron- 
tier ;  and  to  Tennessee,  as  well  as  the  other  places  last 
named,  a  sufficiency  to  meet  heavy  payments  connected 
with  the  removal  of  the  Cherokees,  Creeks,  and  Seminoles, 
beyond  the  Mississippi. 

The  explanations  of  both  branches  of  the  last  resolution, 
and  of  the  tabular  statements  'referred  to,  in  answer  to  the 
call  of  the  Senate,  might  here  be  closed,  had  not  the  Treas- 
urer prepared  the  schedule  of  transfers  in  a  form  only 
chronological,  when  itunight  be  desirable  to  some  members 
to  have  the  results  presented  in  their  connexion  with  the 
situation  of  the  different  States,  as  bearing  on  the  amount 
of  deposites  of  public  money  within  each  as  well  before 
these  transfers  began,  in  June  last,  as  at  the  date  of  this 
iru]uiry,  and  both  of  these  as  compared  with  the  proportion 
of  deposites  which  the  States  will  respectively  be  entitled 
to  receive  under  the  act.  An  exhibit  has  therefore  been 
added,  which  gives,  in  rourid  numbers,  the  proportion  each 
State  would  be  entitled  to  receive  from  a  distribution  of 
deposites  amounting  to  thirty-tevcn  millions  of  dollars ;  and 
in  other  columns  the  amount  on  dcposite  in  each  State 
subject  to  draft  about  the  time  the  act  passed,  and  also  at 
the  present  time. 

By  this  document,  and  those  on  the  subject  of  the  dc- 
posite banks  submitted  to  the  Senate  with  my  last  annual 
report,  and  connected  with  the  present  call,  it  will  be  seen 
that  sufficient  transfers  have  already  been  issued,  though 
all  have  not  yet  become  payaljo,  to  execute  the  Isl  section 
of  ihe  act  prohibiting  more  Bioney  to  remain  in  any  bank 
than  three  fourths  the  amoutit  of  its  capital.  It  deserves 
notice,  however,  that  the  revenue  has  increased  over  our 
expenditures  during  the  last  six  months  fo  constantly,  and 
in  such  large  amounts,  as  to  keep  up  to  the  present  moment, 
and  imperatively  require,  almost  weekly  transfers  and  week- 
ly selections  of  new  banks,  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
above  direction  of  the  dcposite  law.  But  the  utmost  care 
has  been  exercised,  while  endeavoring  to  enforce  the  spirit 
of  the  law  on  this  point,  to  take  every  precaution  to  pre- 
vent, as  far  as  practicable,  aiiy  unnecessary  derangement 
«»ssiire  in  the  money  market,  by  affording  reasonable 


time  for  all  those  transfers  to  be  effected,  varying  the  notice 
given  by  this  Department  to  all  the  parties  concerned,  gen- 
erally according  to  the  amount  and  distance,  from  thirty  fo 
one  hundred  and  twenty  days,  and  in  several  cases  to  a 
longer  period,  so  as  to  enable  the  banks  easily  to  remove 
the  money,  by  bills  of  exchange,  drafts,  bank  halancoii, 
and  other  satisfactory  remittances,  and  by  allowing  the 
payment  to  l>e  made,  as  has  always  been  usual,  at  the 
places  to  which  the  money  is  to  be  transferred,  unless  the 
bank  making  the  transfers  prefers  to  pay  them  at  its  own 
counter. 

But  it  will  be  seen,  at  the  same  time,  that  while  all  has* 
tJms  been  accomplished  which  was  deemed  neces-sary  to  ex- 
e<'Ute  the  purpose  of  the  l.st  section  of  the  deposite  act,  di- 
viding the  excesses  among  different  banks,  and  to  aid  the 
operations  of  the  mint  under  the  13th  section,  and  tofaciU 
itate  our  very  large  disbursements  the  last  half  year,  and  for 
a  few  months  to  come,  at  the  necessary  points,  yet  the 
other  and  last  process  of  transfers  for  the  apportionment  of 
the  deposites  among  the  States  in  the  prescribed  propor- 
tions, so  as  to  be  gradually  and  seasonably  ready  for  pay- 
ment to  each  State  the  next  month,  and  quarterly  thereaf- 
ter during  the  year,  has  made  but  little  progress  since  June, 
by  means  of  transfers  to  the  several  States  then  deficient, 
and  has  not  been  thus  completed  in  a  single  case,  unless 
the  State  of  Ohio  be  considered  an  exception.  Her  conti- 
guity to  other  States  which  had  not  banking  capital  suffi- 
cient to  hold  the  great  accumulation  in  ihem,  has  required 
the  Department,  under  the  act,  in  order  to  execute  die  1st 
i«<ction  alone,  to  place  enough  within  her  limits,  by  tran.-- 
fers  from  only  the  neighboring  States,  to  supply,  with  the 
aid  of  collections  there,  any  deficiency  before  existing,  and 
all  the  current  expenses  of  the  Government,  with  some  ex- 
cess for  transmission  elsewhere.  Very  unequal  sums  have 
been,  placed  in  some  other  States,  from  the  same  unequal 
cause ;  a  cause  not  within  the  control  of  this  Department, 
but  yielded  to  under  the  express  directions  of  the  deposite 
act.  It  deserves  notice  under  this  head,  that,  of  the  other 
States  which  were  deficient  last  June,  being  seventeen  in 
number,  all  except  Indiana  still  remain  deficient  in 
sums  ranging  from  $150,000  to  $1,600,000  each,  and  re- 
quiring in  the  whole,  to  produce  an  equality,  nearly 
$11,000,000  more  to  be  paid  from  other  State.«,  besides 
about  two  thirds  of  the  five  millions  to  be  reserved  next 
month  to  defray  current  expenditures.  Indiana  has  since 
been  filled  up,  and  now  has  an  excess  of  more  than  a  mil- 
tion,  derived  from  the  large  sales  of  land  within  her 
limits,  and  not  from  transfers. 

On  the  other  hand,  all  of  the  States  which  last  June 
had  an  excess,  still  retain  one,  except  Maryland,  which  has 
now  only  about  her  just  proportion.  In  all  of  them,  like- 
wise, with  a  single  exception,  those  excesses,  instead  of 
being  much  diminished  by  largo  transfers  to  a  distance,  or 
payments  at  home  beyond  the  accruing  revenue  within 
their  limits,  have  been  all  increased,  and  in  several  cases 
in  such  great  amounts  as  to  range  from  a  third  of  a  mil- 
lion to  two  millions  higher  than  tliey  did  in  June.  That 
exception  is  New  York;  but  which,  at  the  same  time, 
has  been  diminished  only  about  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  and  still  retains  an  <  Xvress  beyond  her  proportion,  and 
mostly  in  her  commercial  capital,  of  over  six  and  one 
fourth  ivillions  of  dollars. 

If,  looking  to  the  whole  amount  in  the  Treasury  when 
the  deposite  act  passed,  and  to  the  proportions  then  on  de- 
posite within  the  several  States,  and  to  the  proportions  of 
it  they  were  then  entitled  to  receive,  on  the  principles  of 
the  two  acts,  provided  all  excesses  had  then  af  once  been 
reduced  and  all  deficiencies  supplied,  it  will  be  seen  that 
they  did  not  then  vary  over  one  million  and  a  half  from 
what  is  still  to  be  accomplished  in  the  present  state  of 
things ;  and  consequently,  that,  during  the  six  months 
which  have  since  elapsed,  the  operation  of  equalisation 
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among  the  States  has  not  been  begun  or  consummated ;  be* 
cftuse  not  found  easy  and  convenient,  while  carrying  on  the 
other  imperative  operations  under  tlie  law,  beyond  the 
small  extent  of  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars. 

But  however  difficult  the  apportionment  among  the 
States  must  be  when  it  all  goes  into  finul  effect,  merely 
from  the  collection  and  paying  over  such  immense  sums 
into  new  hands,  and  however  widely  and  witli  what  embar- 
rassment some  of  the  money  must,  in  the  end,  depart  from 
the  usual  channels  of  commerce  and  of  our  fiscal  opera- 
tions, the  directions  of  the  act  in  this  respect,  as  stated  in 
rny  annual  report,  could  not,  with  propriety,  be  neglected 
by  the  Department,  and  are  in  the  course  of  completion  at 
the  proper  periods  within  the  ensuing  year. 

Thus,  among  the  transfers  already  ordered,'  but  not  to 
take  effect  till  1 637,  it  will  be  seen,  by  the  table  annexed, 
that  a  portion  of  them  will  in^  a  few  months  somewhat 
reduce  these  excossen,  and  a  portion  of  the  existing  defi- 
ciencies will,  by  the  same  transfers,  be  further  fifled  up  or 
supplied.  But  considerable  parts  of  the  excesses  in  several 
Slates,  af^^r  Leaving  a  due  proportion  of  the  five  millions 
continuing  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  current  expenditures 
there,  are  now  so  situated  that  they  will  not  be  actually  put 
under  transfer  till  the  beginning  of  each  quarter  in  1837, 
and  will  then,  in  general,  be  made  directly  te  the  agent  of 
the  State  to  which  they  are  to  be  paid,  as  the  banks  in 
which  they  now  are  can,  by  law,  hold  them  till  wanted  for 
the  several  State  treasuries.  Care,  however,  will  be  taken 
to  give  a  suitable  general  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of 
all  these  subsequent  transfers,  as  has  been  done  concerning 
the  preceding  ones.  Indeed,  as  long  ago  as  the  1st  of  last 
November,  the  Department  addressed  a  circular  to  almost 
every  deposite  bank,  notifying  it  of  the  probable  amounts, 
times,  and  places,  of  all  future  transfers  or  payments  which 
were  expected  to  be  made -from  it  to  the  several  States,  in 
the  course  of  the  ensuing  year. 

These  banks  will  thus  enjoy  a  longer  time  than  usual  to 
make  preparation  for  completing  most  of  these  last  trans- 
fers to  the  States  themselves,  by  having  sixty  days'  notice 
in  all  cases,  and  in  all  others  an  additional  time  of  three, 
six,  and  nine  months. 

The  necessity  for  furtlier  explanations  upon  this  subject 
is  not  perceived,  except  to  remark  that,  in  all  cases  where 
the  amount  transferred  was  not  required  for  expenditure, 
the  transfers  which  were  made  exclusively  for  division  of 
the  money  among  the  banks  have  been  arranged  to  the 
nearest  practicable  and  convenient  points  where  public 
money  was  either  collected  or  disbursed,  and  banks  could 
be  selected  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  under 
which  they  were  ordered.  The  practice,  which  had  here- 
tofore prevailed,  of  transferring  chiefly  from  one  great  sec- 
tion of  the  country  to  another,  according  to  the  course  of 
the  commercial  operations  between  them,  was  prohibited  by 
the  1 2th  section  of  that  law,  except  for  the  purpose  of  fa- 
cilitating expenditures,  or  except,  as  under  the  supplemen- 
tal act,  it  has  in  few  cases,  and  may  hereaHer  in  many, 
become  necessary  and  permissible  in  transfers  made  either 
principally  or  wholly  with  a  view  to  l)egin  to  execute  in 
some  cases,  and  in  others  to  complete  the  execution  of  that 
part  of  the  law  apportioning  the  deposites  in  ratable  propor- 
tions among  the  different  States.  When  attempting  either 
of  those  objects,  independent  of  the  others,  the  former  pmc- 
tice  has  been  strictly  adhered  to,  and  th6  whole  operations 
under  the  act  have  been  rendered  as  easy  as  possible  to 
the  banks  making  the  transfers,  and  as  little  inconvenient 
or  injurious  to  the  money  market  and  the  commercial  com- 
munity as  was  practicable,  without  departing  from  the  ex- 
press enactments  of  Congress. 

Respectfully,  yours,  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  tkt  Treasury. 

Hon.  Mabtiv  Vaw  BviiK!r, 

President  of  the  SencUe. 


REDUCTION  OF  THE  REVENUE. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  message  of  the  President  recommending  a  re- 
duction of  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  finan- 
ces, a  memorial  praying  for  a  distribution  of  the  surplus 
revenue,  and  many  memorials  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the 
duties  on  foreign  merchandise,  submit  the  following  re- 
jiort. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1  st  of  January  last, 
as  near  as  it  can  be  now  ascertained,  of  available  funds,  was 
$42,468,859  97.  There  was  probably  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  before  that  date,  of  which  no  ac- 
count had  been  received,  about  one  million  in  addition,  and 
the  Government  held  on  public  account  $6,244,600,  par 
value,  of  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which,  at 
114  per  cent.,  amounts  to  $.7,106,304.  The  aggregate 
amount  of  money  and  other  means  possessed  by  Govern- 
ment on  the  1st  of  January  was  upwards  of  fifty  millions 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  appropriations  unex- 
pended at  the  close  of  the  year,  and  required  to  complete 
the  service  of  1836,  amounted  to  $13,661,373  35.  Of 
tills  amount,  but  $6,000,000  can  be  prop|erly  charged 
against  the  surplus,  as  about  seven  to  eight  millions  remain 
unexpended  at  the  end  of  almost  every  year.  The  surplus 
of  means,  on  the  Ist  of  January,  may  therefore  be  estimated 
at  $44,500,000. 

The  revenue  of  the  past  year,  as  nearly  as  it  can  be  as- 
certained and  estimated  at  the  Treasury,  was  $23,000,000 
from  customs,  and  $24,500,000  from  public  lands,  and 
from  all  other  sources  $620,000,  making  an  aggregate  of 
$48,120,000. 

The  excess  of  revenue  beyond  the  proper  wants  of  Gov- 
ernment, though  now  assuming  greater  importance  than  it 
did  formerly,  has  existed  for  some  years  past,  and  origina- 
ted in  the  policy  of  revising  our  tariff  so  frequently  since 
our  war  with  Great  Britain,  without  regard  to  theconditien 
of  the  Treasury.  High  rates  of  duty  were  levied  to  protect 
particular  branches  of  industry,  and  a  very  large  revenue 
was  raised,  which  was  absorbed  in  oar  public  debt  till  that 
was  extinguished. 

Other  causes  have,  however,  combined  to  produce  our 
present  redundarjt  revenue,  and  to  give  an  impulse  to  trade 
generally.  The  sudden  and  rapid  increase  during  the  last 
five  years  may  be  ascribed,  in  a  measure,  to  British  and 
American  legislation.  The  former,  after  prohibiting  them 
for  a  century,  authorized  the  unlimited  creation  of  joint- 
stock  banks,  not  redeeming  their  notes  in  gold  or  silver, 
but  in  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England,  which  were 
made  a  lawful  tender.  On  our  side,  we  have  added,  since 
1829,  $45,093,207  to  our  metallic  currency;  and  since 
1830  we  have  increased  our  banking  capital  from 
$110,000,000  to  about  $330,000,000;  thus  extending  our 
paper  circulation  probably  $60,000,000.  The  currency  of 
no  country  can  be  so  suddenly  increased,  without  encour- 
^gv^e  general  specuUtion,  and  producing  a  very  consider- 
able expansion  of  commercial  credits.  Trade  and  revenue 
have  been  accordingly  affected  by  it.  Our  exports,  which 
were  at  fifty  millions  in  1828,  rose  in  1835  to  one  hun- 
dred and  one  millions;  and  those  of  1836  were  more  than 
one  hundred  and  twenty  millioiy.  Our  imports,  deducting  ' 
the  amount  exported,  and  excluding  coin  and  bullion, 
were  in  1829  $49,500,000,  and  in  1835  $123,000,000, 
and  in  the  past  year  probably  $150,000,000. 

The  annual  receipts  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in        j 
1830  were  less  than  two  millions  and  a  half,  and  in  1836 
$24,500,000 ;  and  a  much  larger  increase  would  have  oc- 
curred in  our  revenue  from  customs,  had  not  the  duty  on 
nearly  one  half  of  our  imports  been  repealed.   The  produce 
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of  our  agriculture,  and  one  half  in  value,  if  not  in  extent, 
of  the  whole  territory  of  the  country,  have  become  objects 
of  speculation,  contributing  to  enlarge  very  considerably  the 
mass  of  commercial  contracts  and  credits. 

The  revenue  of  forty-seven  millions  and  a  half  from  cus- 
toms and  public  lands  in  the  past  year  is  obviously  not  to 
be  relied  upon  as  our  permanent  income.  The  spirit  of 
speculation  is  already  checked,  and  the  probable  embarrass- 
ments of  the  winter  will  sensibly  affect  the  receipts  in  tlie 
present  and  the  next  year.  But  in  the  actual  condition  of 
our  country,  sustained  as  its  prosperity  is  by  powerful 
and  permanent  causes,  we  are  not  authorized  to  anticipate 
the  extraordinary  decline  in  our  revenue  which  occurred 
a(\er  the  disastrous  revulsion  in  1819 — ^tho  consequences 
of  a  sudden  transition  from  war  to  peace.  In  adjusting 
our  revenue  to  the  future  wants  of  Government,  we  should 
reflect  that  this  is  the  first  opportunity  we  have  had,  since 
the  adoption  of  our  constitution,  to  enlarge  our  foreign 
trade,  and  develop  the  resources  of  our  extensive  confede- 
racy. At  the  outset,  we  had  had  but  four  years  of  uninter- 
rupted commerce.  In  the  second  period  but  seven,  from 
1800  to  1807 ;  and  even  aAer  the  close  of  the  war  in  1815, 
the  trade  of  the  country  w.is  convulsed  foT  six  years  by  the 
change  from  war  to  peace,  the  sudden  increase  of  State 
banks,  and  the  fluctuating  operations  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  The  speculations  of  1825  were  very  much 
confined  in  this  country  to  one  branch  of  trade,  and  were 
of  British,  not  American  origin.  No  general  prostration  of 
our  trade,  internal  and  external,  has  occurred  for  sixteen 
years ;  and  to  this,  more  than  to  any  temporary  or  legislativ^e 
cause,  the  existing  prosperity  of  the  country  ought  to  be 
ascribed. 

Our  revenue  from  customs  is  sustained  by  permanent 
causes;  and  although  it  will  fall  off  during  the  present  and 
in  the  next  year,  it  must  increase  with  the  growing  foreign 
trade  of  the  counuy.  The  cotton  manufactures  of  Europe 
are  steadily  increaning.  In  Great  Britain,  the  average  in- 
crease from  1834  to  1836  was  twenty  per  cent.  In  this 
country,  the  crop  of  cotton  in  the  past  year  is  estimated  at 
1,570,000  bales;  being  2 10, 000  more  than  was  produced  in 
1835.  It  must  also  be  observed,  that  while  the  spirit  of 
speculation  has  raised  other  commodities  to  extravagant 
prices,  cotton,  other  articles  of  export,  and  foreign  mer- 
chandise generally,  the  sources  of  our  revenue,  have  not 
been  much  higher  than  usual.  A  crisis  in  commercial  af- 
fairs could  not,  therefore,  as  in  1819,  cause  any  very  con- 
siderable reduction,  and  any  decline  would  be  but  tempo- 
rary. The  rapid  growth,  too,  of  our  wealth  and  population, 
and  the  extension  of  our  settled  territory,  enlarge  the  demand 
for  foreign  supplies ;  and  in  any  prospective  adjustment  of 
the  tariff,  the  permanent  increase  of  our  foreign  commerce 
should  be  more  regarded  than  the  temporary  depression  re* 
suiting  from  over-trading. 

We  may  anticipate  a  great  decline  in  our  revenue  from 
public  lands,  though  not  to  the  extent  which  has  been  esti- 
mated. The  receipts  in  the  last  quarter,  notwithstanding 
the  extraordinary  demand  for  money,  were,  as  nearly  as 
they  can  be  ascertained,  four  millions  and  a  half.  The 
revenue  for  the  present  and  the  next  year  will  fall  far  below 
that  of  1836 ;  but,  in  estimating  our  future  income  from  our 
public  lands,  we  must  not  be  governed  by  the  annual  re- 
ceipts in  former  years.  Many  causes  exist  now,  which 
must  considerably  enlarge  tliis  source  of  revenue.  We 
have  within  six  years  purchased  of  the  Indians  ninety  mil- 
lions of  acres  within  our  settled  boundaries,  and  removed 
the  tribes  beyond  the  Mississippi.  This  must  accelerate 
the  sale  and  settlement  of  these  lands.  We  have,  too,  with- 
in a  few  years,  rapidly  multiplied  our  internal  improvements 
in  the  interior,  in  every  direction,  and  in  many  instances 
th rough  large  tracU  of  the  public  lands.  It  is  as  easy  for  the 
emigrant  to  reach  Illinois  at  this  time  as  it  was  to  go  to 
Utica,  in  New  York,  twenty  years  ago.     The  area  of  set- 


tlement is  thus  enlarged,  in  the  South  and  in  the  West,  to 
an  extent  very  far  beyond  its  former  boundaries.  The 
States  in  the  Northwest  are  growing  with  astonishing  rapid- 
ity, while  the  laboring  population  of  Maryland,  Virginia, 
and  North  Carolina,  is  rapidly  moving  off  to  the  South- 
western States. 

Should  the  sales  of  our  public  lands  be  limited  to  actual 
settlers,  as  is  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
some,  though  not  a  very  considerable,  reduction  in  the  rev- 
enue may  be  anticipated.  Nothing  short  of  suspending 
the  sales,  a  {)olicy  which  this  Government  never  would 
adopt,  can  prevent  us  from  receiving  a  large  income  from 
this  source. 

One  and  not  the  least  of  the  evils  resulting  from  a  sur- 
plus revenue,  is  an  extraordinary  increase  of  our  federal 
expanses.  A  part  of  this  increase  has  been  caused  by  ex- 
tinguishing Indian  titles  and  removing  the  tribes.  We 
have  appropriated  for  these  objects,  since  the  4th  of  March, 
1829,  $26,982,068  ;  and  our  Indian  wars  have  and  will 
cost  us  not  less  than  $13,000,000,  making  an  aggregate 
of  about  $4t),  000, 000.  Such  heavy  expenditui  ^^s,  for  sim- 
ilar objects,  cannot  be  anticipated  hereafter,  and  our  federal 
expenses  for  all  purposes  ought  not  to  be  estimated  at  ihore 
than  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  Even  that  amount  is 
much  more  than  we  have  hitherto  deemed  compatible  with 
the  necessary  wants  of  an  economical  Government;  and  a 
just  regard  ta  economy  should  prevent  us  at  least  from  ma- 
king provision,  in  anticipation,  for  a  larger  Government  ex- 
penditure. 

Unless,  however,  prompt  measures  are  taken  to  reduce 
our  revenue,  we  may  anticipate  a  rapid  increase  of  our  ex- 
penses, and  the  recurrence,  in  a  few  years,  of  another  sur- 
plus for  deposite  or^distribution.  To  avoid  these  evils,  the 
only  safe  and  prudent  course  is  to  diminish  the  income  of 
the  Government,  llie  committee  are  of  opinion  that  some 
unnecessary  taxes,  not  yielding  much  revenue,  may  be  re- 
pealed, and  that  a  general  reduction  should  be  made  in  one 
or  the  other  sources  of  our  income,  to  the  extent  of  seven 
millions  of  dollars.  The  actual  condition  of  our  finances 
does  not  warrant  a  less  reduction. 

Without  arresting  the  progress  of  the  settlement  of  the 
country,  this  reduction  cannot  be  made  in  our  receipts  from 
public  lands.  But  even  if  such  an  unwise  and  unjust 
proposition  were  made,  and  the  question  should  be  present- 
ed, whether  we  should  relinquish  our  income  from  this 
source,  or  reduce  our  revenue  from  customs,  there  are 
great  considerations,  involving  even  the  stability  of  our 
confederacy,  why  the  latter  should  be  preferred  to  the 
former. 

Our  public  lands  are  the  common  property  of  the  Union 
in  the  ratio  to  representation.  No  tax  can  ever  be  impo- 
setl,  the  burden  of  which  will,  in  the  spirit  of  our  federal 
constitution,  fall  in  the  like  ratio  among  the  States.  On 
the  contrary,  the  revenue  from  customs  is  the  most  unequal 
and  unjust  plan  of  taxation  that  could  have  been  devificd  ; 
and  the  design  of  our  constitution  will  never  be  fulfilled 
until  it  is  wholly  reformed.  The  agricultural  Slates 
should  never  permit  a  common  fund  to  be  destroyed,  or 
permanently  distributed,  in  order  that,  by  perpetuating  our 
taxes  upon  manufactures,  the  chief  burden  of  supporting 
the  Federal  Government  should  be  thrown  upon  them. 

Sn  justice  to  the  new  as  well  as  to  the  old  States,  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  ought  not  to  be  suspended,  nor 
should  they  be  converted  into  a  fund  for  annual  distribution 
among  the  States.  Whatever  reduction  is  made  should 
fall  upon  our  revenue  from  customs.  In  examining  the 
various  articles  upon  which  duties  are  now  levied,  the 
committee  find  very  few  remaining  that  do  not  directly  or 
indirectly  come  in  competition  with  some  branches  of  our 
own  indusUy.  Those  which  are  exclusively  foreign  do 
not  yield  an  aggregate  amount  of  duty  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.      Many  others,  which  have  been 
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heretofore  clasBed  among  the  non-protected  articles,  might 
be  included  in  the  favored  list,  with  quite  as  much  justice 
as  those  which  have  been  so  considered  ever  since  it  has  been 
the  policy  of  the  Government  to  make  any  such  distinction. 
But  if  the  duties  on  all  that  are  classed  with  tlie  non-pro- 
tected were  repealed,  it  would  not  reduce  the  revenue  one 
million  of  dollars.  An  adequate  reduction  cannot  be  made 
without  diminishing  or  repealing  the  duties  on  what  are 
denominated  protected  articles;  in  other  words,  without 
modifying  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1833,  commonly 
called  the  compromise  act. 

In  approaching  this  question,  the  committee  are  fully 
aware  of  the  importance  of  the  interests  involved,  and  of 
the  anxiety  of  capitalists  who  are  extensively  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  or  production  of  commodities  which  may 
be  affected  by  any  reduction  of  our  taxes.  But  the  ques- 
tion whether  we  shall  continue  to  sustain  thoir  income  by 
our  laws,  must  yield  to  the  indispensable  necessity  of  re- 
ducing our  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Government.  The 
actual  condition  of  our  finances  demands  this,  and  makes  it 
our  duty  to  examine  thoroughly  the  foundation  upon  which 
the  claims  of  our  capitalists  to  exclusive  and  perpetual  pro- 
tection rest,  and  to  exhibit  the  very  unjust  operation  of  the 
compromise  act  upon  the  people  and  States  of  the  confed- 
eracy. 

Prior  to  1816,  the  primary  object  of  every  duty  was  to 
support  Government  and  pay  the  public  debt ;  every  tariff 
and  every  tax  originated  in  a  want  of  money.  The  du- 
ties-were levied  on  imports  generally,  and  the  encourage- 
ment of  manufactures  was  wholly  incidental  to  the  power 
of  collecting  a  revenue  from  customs.  There  was  no  dis- 
tinction, then,  between  protected  and  non-protocted  arti- 
cles ;  for  the  latter  were  geserally  taxed  at  the  highest 
rates.  When  a  duty  was  proposed  as  a  tax,  and  defended 
as  an  incidental  encouragement  to  some  branch  of  industry 
at  home,  it  was  uniformly  advocated  as  a  temporary  bur- 
den upon  the  consumer,  for  which  he  would  be  indemni- 
fied ill  a  few  years  by  a  cheaper  domestic  supply.  The 
Government  wanted  money,  the  taxes  were  moderate,  and 
the  consumers  seldom  troubled  themselves  to  inquire  into 
the  wisdom  of  the  discriminations  or  the  soundness  of  the 
principles  of  Congress. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  manu- 
factures of  the  country  had  been  protected  for  eight  years 
by  an  almost  total  prohibition  of  foreign  merchandise,  and 
by  the  sacrifices  of  agriculture  and  commerce.  When 
peace  returned,  the  latter  interests  were  destined  again  to 
prosper,  and  there  was  danger  that  the  sudden  renewal  of 
our  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  with  whom  we  ex- 
changed productions,  would  give  a  blow  to  manufactures 
from  whid)  they  would  not  recover  in  many  years.  There 
was  a  general  desire  to  moderate  the  shock,  and  the  duties 
levied  by  the  tariff  of  1816  were  in  some  instances  higher 
than  would  have  been  otherwise  adopted,  and  necessarily 
much  higher  than  they  were  before  the  war,  owing  to  its 
heavy  expenses.  From  that  time  a  struggle  occurred  at 
almost  every  session,  for  more  protection,  and  the  duties 
were  continually  raised,  till  they  reached  their  maximum 
in  1828.  Various  expedients  were  resorted  to,  to  sustain 
tlicm.  Our  expenditures  were  rapidly  increased,  without 
the  least  regard  to  economy,  to  create  a  necessity  for  reve- 
nue. The  duties  on  merchandise  exclusively  of  foreigfn 
origin  were  repealed,  to  preserve  our  protecting  duties ; 
and  now,  when  all  these  expedients  have  failed,  an  attempt 
is  made  not  only  to  perpetuate  but  to  increase  them,  by 
annually  distributing  the  proceeds  of  our  public  lands. 

The  system  was  modified  by  the  acts  of  the  14th  July, 
lb32,  and  the  2d  of  March,  1833.  This  last  act,  though 
proposing  a  reduction  of  duty,  contains  some  provisions  to 
take  effe(*.t  in  1842,  which  will  probably  bo  repealed.  To 
exact  cash  duties,  and  to  deny  to  our  foreign  trade  the 
privilege  of  deposite,  is  a  policy  which  has  never  yet  been 


introduced  into  any  other  civilized  commercial  country; 
and  to  assess  the  duty  on  the  market  value  of  foreign 
merchandise,  at  every  port  in  the  United  States,  would 
give  us  as  many  rates  of  duty  as  we  have  ports,  in  direct 
violation  of  the  constitution.  ^But  the  committee  do  not 
propose  to  anticipate  the  discussion  of  these  questions,  or 
any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  oC  1833,  which  do  not  in- 
terfere with  the  proposed  reduction  of  the  revenue.  They 
deem  it,  however,  important  to  examine  the  principle  of 
the  compromise  act,  and  to  expose  its  unjust  operation,  at 
this  time. 

The  modern  innovation  upon  our  ancient  plan  of  levy- 
ing duties  on  foreign  merchandise  generally,  by  collecting 
our  revenue  exclusively  from  that  portion  which  comes  in 
competition  with  our  own  industry,  reverses  the  whole  de- 
sign of  the  constitution,  which  certainly  contemplated  that 
our  taxes  for  federal  purposes  should  be  levied  in  a  ratio  to 
representation  as  nearly  as  it  was  practicable. 

The  previous  acts,  repealing  duties  on  non-protected  ar- 
ticles, and  the  act  of  March,  1833,  are  calculated  to  make 
our  taxes  as  unequal  as  possible.  There  is  a  wide  differ- 
ence between  the  operation  of  a  tariff  on  merchandise  sim- 
ilar to  our  own  and  on  that  which  is  exclumvely  foreign. 
When  we  collect  twenty  millions  on  the  latter,  the  duties 
are  general  through  the  Union,  and  the  price  of  no  corre- 
sponding commodity  at  home  is  raised  by  it.  The  tariff 
operates  as  a  tax  to -that  extent,  and  no  further  ;  and  the 
whole  amount  goes  into  the  Treasury,  for  the  support  of 
Government  No  man  gains  any  advantage  over  another, 
and  no  State  'ik  made  tributary  to  any  capitalist  or  corpora- 
tion. But  when  twenty  millions  are  collected  on  protected 
articles,  the  tax  indirectly  extends  to  the  whole  mass  of  our 
own  productions  and  manufactures,  which  are  raised  in 
price,  and  a  much  greater  amount  is  levied  upon  the  con- 
sumers of  the  country,  in  addition  to  tlie  twenty  millions 
for  the  support  of  Government.  In  1835,  the  merchandise 
imported  for  consumption,  liable  to  duty,  deducting  the 
value  exported,  amounted  to  about  sixty-six  millions,  and 
yielded  a  duty  of  twenty  millions.  The  value  of  similar 
merchandise  of  domestic  origin,  in  that  year,  may  be  esti- 
mated at  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions.  Some  of 
these  branches,  especially  those  beyond  the  mountains,  are 
not  so  much  affected  by  our  duties ;  but  the  prices  of  far 
the  largest  proportion  are  regulated  in  a  great  measure  by 
the  tax  we  impose.  Assuming  that  articles  of  the  value  of 
only  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  were  so  affected,  and 
to  the  extent  of  twenty -five  per  cent,  which  is  lees 
than  the  actual  duty  on  imported  merchandise,  the  internal 
tax  on  the  consumers  in  1835  amounted  to  thirty-seven 
millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the 
twenty  millions  which  went  into  the  Treasury.  It  is  im- 
possible to  ascertain  what  amount  of  tax  these  protected 
branches  of  industry  have  for  their  own  profit,  and  to  pay 
the  difference  between  American  and  European  labor,  thus 
indirectly  collected  from  the  consumers  since  1789.  But 
we  know  that  the  latter  have  paid  on  foreign  merchandise, 
from  1789  to  1836,  inclusive,  (A)  more  than  six  hundred  and 
eighty-two  millions  of  dollars,  besides  probably  thirty  mil- 
lions for  the  expenses  of  collection.  More  than  one  half  of 
this  aggregate  has  been  levied  on  protected  articles.  Al- 
though we  cannot  ascertain  the  amount  of  this  internal  tax 
upon  the  consumers  for  the  last  forty-eight  years,  we  can 
form  some  estimate  of  it  in  late  years.  At  the  manufac- 
turers' convention  in  New  York,  in  1831,  they  estimated 
the  annual  product  of  that  industry,  omitting  some  branches, 
at  more  than  two  hundred  millions.  From  their  great  and 
uninterrupted  prosperity  since  then,  the  annual  value  of 
their  products  at  the  present  time  ought  probably  to  be 
estimated  at  three  hundred  millions.  If  the  larger  propor- 
tion of  this  amount  is  not  raised  in  value  by  duties  on  for- 
eign merchandise,  then  arc  they,  as  protecting  duties, 
wholly  inoperative  and   unnecessary.     This  indirect  tax 
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upon  the  consumption  of  our  own  productions  cannot  be 
estimated  at  less  than  twice  the  amount  of  duty  collected 
on  similar  foreign  merchandise,  or  forty  millions  annu- 
ally. 

The  prices  of  protected  produce  and  manufactures,  at 
home  and  abroad,  are  regulated  by  the  industry  of  those 
countries  where  labor  is  uniformly  cheaper  than  it  is  in  the 
United  States.  Until  our  population  resembles  that  of 
Europe,  and  our  climate  is  as  genial  as  that  of  the  sugar 
islands,  our  consumers  must  pay,  for  both  foreign  and  do- 
mestic merchandise,  a  price  equal  to  the  cost  abroad,  the 
charges  of  importation,  the  duty,  and  the  merchants*  profit 
upon  all.  How  much  the  aggregate  of  all  these  amount  to, 
in  the  progress  of  near  half  a  century,  it  is  impossible  to 
calculate.  We  know,  however,  that  one  of  the  items 
amounts  to  more  than  three  hundred  and  fifly  millions  of 
dollars ;  and  the  princely  eslablishments  scattered  over  the 
United  States,  and  the  fact  that  the  annual  produce  of  their 
industry  may  be  estimated  at  three  hundred  millions  of 
dollars,  afford  ample  evidence  that  other  treasuries  than 
that  of  the  Government  have  drawn  a  much  larger  amount 
from  the  labor  of  the  consumers. 

i^uch  is  the  operation  of  those  protecting  duties,  which 
it  is  proposed  to  continue,  for  the  purpose  of  dividing  our 
surplus  revenue  hereafter.  Such  the  system  of  taxation 
which  the  compromise  act,  as  it  is  called,  makes  perpetual 
in  a  confederacy  of  iStates,  three  fourths  of  which  are  not 
engaged  to  any  extent  in  these  protected  branches  of  in- 
dustry. According  to  the  provisions  and  indirect  operation 
of  that  act,  we  must  levy  sixty  millions  annually  upon  the 
consumption  of  the  country,  in  order  to  collect  twenty  for 
the  use  of  Government.  The  entire  population  of  most, 
and  a  large  majority  of  all  the  States,  must  he  forever  com- 
pelled, by  our  laws,  to  sustain  immense  and  powerful  es- 
tablishments, which  are  overshadowing  all  other  branches 
of  iodustry,  while  our  privileged  capitalists  and  corporations 
are  alone  to  be,  in  elTect,  exempt  from  taxation,  well  satis- 
fied with  a  reciprocity  of  duties,  so  long  as  they  are  ulti- 
mately indemnified  by  an  indirect  tax  upon  the  other 
interests  of  the  country. 

In  other  countHes,  with  a  crowded  population  and  a 
consolidated  Government,  this  system  is  less  expensive, 
though  manifestly  unjust  and  ijnpolitic,  wherever  it  is 
adopted.  But  whatever  may  be  its  operation  elsewhere,  it 
is  wholly  inconsistent. with  the  equal,  just,  and  free  baas 
of  our  institutions,  and  can  never  be  perpetuated  in  a  ccin- 
ftnleracy  of  States,  spread  over  a  vast  continent,  difiering 
in  employments.  Interests,  soil,  and  climate. 

It  is  impossible  to  make  a  protecting  tax  equal  among 
tlic  States.  It  is,  as  such,  wholly  inconsistent  with  the 
constitutional  and  political  rights  of  the  members  of  our 
confederacy.  We  cannot  permanently  make  twenty  of 
the  States  oi  the  Union  tributary,  not  to  the  other  six,  but 
to  a  small  portion  of  their  population.  The  produce  of 
the  labor  of  one  State  should,  by  law,  enjoy  no  advania- 
crc3  over  the  produce  of  labor  in  another,  whatever  may  be 
the  character  of  its  industry ;  nor  should  the  foreign  trade 
of  any  one  State  in  the  Union  he  restricted,  except  from 
political  necessity. 

The  commerce  of  a  confedcracj',  internal  and  external, 
should  be  wholly  free.  The  manufactures  of  Europe, 
n.s  well  as  of  the  Unitc<l  States,  require  the  produce  of  our 
aijriculturc,  and  we  have  no  constitutional  right  to  restrict 
the  mutual  exchange  of  our  commodities  exclusively  for 
the  purpose  of  increasing  the  profits  of  individuals  in  other 
States.  The  planter  of  the  South  and  the  farmer  of  the 
interior  or  of  the  West  cannot  be  cffcctnally  and  perpet- 
ually comi»Hled  by  our  laws  to  purchase  his  supplies  from 
the  manufacturer  or  producer  in  some  distant  State,  on 
terms  which  give  the  latter  an  advantage  of  thirty,  forty, 
or  fifty  per  cent.,  and  in  some  instances  more.  This  plan 
of  taxation  is  unjust  in  any  form  and  to  any  extent ;  but  to 


collect,  as  is  proposed,  millions  beyond  the  wants  of  Gov- 
ernment, merely  for  the  purpose  of  distribution,  would  ren- 
der its  inequality  and  oppression  intolerable. 

These  protecting  duties  can  be  no  longer  defended  as 
temporary  taxes  upon  consumption,  for  which  the  country 
will  be  indemnified  by  a  cheap  and  abundant  supply  of  do- 
mestic produce  and  manufactures.  It  will  be  seen,  by 
examining  tlie  statement  B,  how  utterly  fallacious  have 
been  all  such  predictions  and  speculations,  from  the  date 
of  the  report  of  our  first  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
1790,  down  to  the  present  day.  That  statement  exhibits 
the  quantity  and  value  of  the  most  important  protected 
merchandise  imported  in  fifteen  years,  to  Scptemlier,  1835, 
and  some  for  the  year  ending  30th  June  last 

Previous  to  1821,  our  laws  did  not  require  regular  re- 
turns, and  little  reliance  can  be  placed  on  estimates.  So 
far  from  redeeming  the  pledges,  so  repeatedly  given  to  the 
country,  that  foreign  merchandise  would  be  excluded,  our 
importations  have  always  been  and  are  now  steadily  in- 
creasing, and  almost  uniformly  in  a  ratio  even  greater  than 
our  rapid  increase  of  population.  Our  manufactures, 
however  prosperous,  cannot  more  than  keep  pace  with  the 
growth  of  the  country,  so  long  as  our  boundaries  of  settle- 
ment continue  to  be  enlarged,  and  our  agricultural  popula- 
tion spreads  in  the  South  and  West.  We  have  never  had 
an  adequate  supply  of  labor,  and  even  that  is  comparatively 
diminishing,  as  the  spirit  and  facility  of  emigration  in- 
crease and  the  theatre  of  settlement  enlarges,  tiuch  is  the 
existing  demand  for  labor  for  our  modern  improvements 
and  enlarged  industry — for  our  mines,  factories,  railroads, 
and  canals — ^that  we  can  scarce  procure  sufficient  to  culti- 
vate the  soil.  Besides,  so  long  as  we  supply  all  Europe 
with  raw  materials,  and  our  exports  continue  to  increase, 
as  they  will  do,  we  must  take  her  manufactures  in  return. 
While  peace  continues,  nations  will  exchange  their  surplus 
productions ;  and  that  commerce  will  constantly  increase, 
in  defiance  of  all  our  revenue  'laws.  The  consumers  of 
this  country  can  expect  no  relief  from  the  protecting  sys- 
tem till  this  continent  shall  ha^e  become  settled,  and  a 
dense  and  impoverished  population  reduces  the  price  of  la- 
bor t«»  the  European  standard.  Till  then,  they  must  pay 
an  annual  tribute  of  millions,  to  add  to  the  number,  wealth, 
and  power,  of  our  capitalists  and  corporations. 

Statement  B  gives  the  importations  for  each  year  ending 
the  30th  September,  from  1821  to  1835.  The  returns 
are  not  complete  for  1836,  though  a  few  are  stated  lor  the 
year  ending  the  30th  June  last.  The  aggregate  imports  for 
that  year,  including  coin  and  bullion,  were  $185,631,410. 
Had  the  importations  for  1836  been  taken  into  the  com- 
parison, a  much  larger  increase  would  have  been  exhibited ; 
but  the  trade  of  that  year  was  augmented  by  extraordinary 
causes,  and  is  therefore  excluded.-  The  comparison  made 
is  between  the  seven  years  ending  in  1821  and  in  1835, 
the  first  and  the  last  seven  of  the  fifteen  years.  The  real 
increase  is  much  larger  than  the  apparent,  in  consequence 
of  constant  improvements  in  machinery  and  the  competi- 
tion among  nations.  The  value  of  imports  at  the  present 
day  represents,  in  many  instances,  more  than  double  the 
quantity  the  same  amount  would  have  represented  twen- 
ty years  ago. 

In  the  hst  seven  years,  to  1835,  tlio  average  increase 
over  the  first  seven — that  is,  in  seven  years — is,  on  tlie  fol- 
lowing articles,  viz : 

Brass  manufactures        -  -  -    26  per  cent. 

Glass  ware        -  -  -  -     60 

China  ware        -  -  -  -  160 

Earthern  and  stone  ware  -  -    25 

Steel      -  -  -  -  -     87 

Leather  manufactures,  the  last  five  over 
the  first  five  years,  from  1826  to  1835     62^ 

U'he  only  article  the  importation  of  which  has  not  in- 
creased is  hemp ;  and  for  the  very  unsatisfactory  rea£ou. 
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that  the  laws  of  other  countries  are  more  friendly  to  our 
navigation  than  our  own,  and  our  shipe  are  supplied  abroad. 

Woollen  manufaeiureB, — Stuff  goods  have  been  admit- 
ted free  of  duty  for  three  years  past.  Other  manufactures 
of  wool  have  been  protected  by  a  high  duty ;  and,  more  ef- 
fectually to  diminish  importations,  cash  duties  are  exacted, 
to  take  effect  from  the  date  of  ioiportation.  The  aggregate 
increase  of  worsted  and  woollens  is,  in  the  last,  over  the 
first  seven  years,  about  $1,700,000,  being  22  per  cent,  in 
seven  years.  The  greatest  amount  imported  in  any  one 
year  of  the  first  seven  was  $11,762,695,  and  in  the  last 
$16,831,667  ;  being  $4,000,000  more  than  had  been  un- 
ported  in  any  one  year  since  these  returns  were  ordered. 
If  the  quantities,  instead  of  the  values,  could  be  compared, 
it  would  exhibit  a  greater  increase.  The  worsted  goods 
imported  in  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1830, 
amounted  to  $7,099,370;  woollens,  $13,614,643 — ^ma- 
king an  aggregate  of  $20, 7 1 4, 0 1 3. 

Cotton  mamifaeturee.^Thh  branch  was  protected  by  a 
heavy  square-yard  duty  in  1816,  which  has  been  subse- 
quently increased.  The  average  increase  annually  in  the 
last  over  the  first  seven  years  is  more  than  a  million.  The 
highest  amount  imported  in  any  one  of  the  first  seven  years 
was  $12,509,616;  in  the  last,  $16,090,224.  The  first 
year  of  the  sixteen  was  $7,788,614,  and  the  last 
$  1 6, 367, 686 .  When  it  is  considered  how  much  the  price  of 
this  fabric  has  been  reduced  in  every  country  in  the  last 
twenty  years,  and  that  the  same  value  now  generally  rep- 
resents twice  the  quantity  it  did  formerly,  some  idea  may 
be  formed  of  the  immense  increase  in  this  branch  of  our 
importations.  The  amount  imported  in  the  year  ending 
the  30th  June  last  was  $18,927,260. 

Iron  and  steel  fl)antt/ac/ure«.^By  adopting  specific  rates 
of  duty  on  many  of  these  manufactures,  the  consamera  are 
taxed  much  more  heavily  than  they  are  aware  of;  besides 
which,  the  heavy  charges  of  transportation  give  our  own 
manufactures  a  great  advantage.  The  importations,  not- 
withstanding, have  increased  very  rapidly.  The  aggre- 
gate amount  imported  in  the  first  seven  years  was 
$19,141,183;  in  the  last,  $27,824,141 ;  being  an  increase  in 
seven  years  of  46  per  cent  The  highest  annual  importa- 
tion in  the  first  term  was  $3,626,433;  in  the  last, 
$4,827,461 ;  and  in  thefirstyear  of  the  sixteen,  $1,630, 129 ; 
in  the  last,  $4,827,461.  The  amount  imported  in  the  year 
ending  the  30th  June  last  was  $7, 7 1 7, 9 1 0. 

Bar  iron — ^The  aggregate  quantity  imported  in  the  first 
seven  years  was  3,998,021,  and  in  the  last  7,106,381 
hundredweight,  or  about  200,000  tons  in  the  former  period, 
and  356,000  tons  in  the  latter;  being  an  increase  of  77^ 
per  cent,  in  seven  years.  The  consumption  of  iron  was 
rapidly  increasing  in  every  country,  owing  to  the  applica- 
tion of  it  to  a  variety  of  new  purposes.  But  another  and 
much  more  important  source  of  consumption  has  recently 
grown  out  of  the  improvement  in  railroads,  which  promises 
to  give  ample  employment,  for  years  to  come,  to  iron  works 
at  home  and  abroad.  The  demand  for  this  new  use  can- 
not even  be  now  supplied,  and  the  price  of  railroad  iron  has 
consequently  risen  very  considerably.  By  devoting  labor 
to  this  new  and  increasing  branch  of  the  iron  manufacture, 
other  branches  have  advanced  in  price.  Although  our  iron- 
masters find  the  latter  more  profitable  than  railroad  iron, 
the  British,  by  going  largely  into  this  new  branch,  have 
given  an  impulse  to  all  others  in  every  country.  There 
will  undoubtedly  be  a  rapid  increase  of  railroads  in  Europe 
and  America,  which  must  very  much  enlarge  the  demand. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  motives,  heretofore,  for  im- 
posing a  protecting  duty,  none  is  now  required;  for  this 
modem  improvement  has  created  a  market  for  it  which 
affords  it  a  protection  far  more  permanent  and  effectual  than 
thrice  the  amount  of  our  existing  duty.  As  a  protection, 
our  duty  is  rendered  wholly  abortive ;  for  all  the  ironroaa- 
.  ters  of  Europe  and  America  cannot,  taking  a  series  of  years 
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together,  supply  the  demand  for  railroads  and  all  other  pur  • 
poses. 

Sugar, — This  is  also  charged  with  a  specific  duty  equal 
to  sixty  or  seventy  per  cent,  on  the  estimated  cost  of  pro* 
duction  abroad.  The  agnsregate  quantity  imported  in  the 
first  seven  years  of  the  statement  was  636,363,592  pounds, 
and  in  the  last  664,371,608  pounds,  being'  an  increase  of 
about  24  per  cent,  in  seven  years.  The  highest  imports* 
tion  in  the  first  term  was  94,378,814,  and  in  the  last 
126,039,239  pounds.  The  imporUtion  of  molasses  has 
also  increased  near  20  per  cent,  in  seven  years.  The 
greatest  quantity  imported  in  the  first  seven  years  was 
13,843,045,  and  in  the  last  18,071,603  gallons.  The 
culture  of  sugar  is  very  uncertain  in  our  climate.  If  the 
estimate  made  by  the  convention  in  New  York  be  correct, 
there  has  been  no  increase  in  this  branch  since  1831.  They 
estimated  the  crop  at  40,000  hogsheads  in  1623,  and  at 
100,000  in  1831.  The  crop  of  the  present  year  has  been 
estimated  at  90,000,  but,  in  consequence  of  an  early  frost, 
it  is  said,  will  not  produce  over  76,000  hogsheads.  Since 
the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  the  consumers  have  paid  about 
$76,000,000,  for  the  protecting  duty  on  sugar  and  molas- 
ses, besides  about  $30,000,000,  probably,  in  the  increased 
price  of  our  domestic  sugar.  The  quantity  imported  in  the 
year  ending  the  30th*of  June  last  was  174,607,606  pounds. 

Salt,-^The  duty  on  salt  was  first  laid  by  the  tariff  of 
1789,  was  afterwards  increased,  but  subsequently  repealed 
by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1807,  when  wo  had  an  over- 
flowing Treasury.  It  was  renewed  during  the  war,  as  a 
war  duty.  The  aggregate  quantity  imported  in  the  first 
seven  years  of  the  fifteen  was  32,019,676,  and  in  the  last, 
38,779,371  bushels;  being  an  increase  of  about  twenty- 
one  per  cent,  in  seven  years.  Salt  has  been  protected 
from  1 789  to  the  present  time ;  for  although  the  duty  was 
repealed  from  1808  to  1814,  our  embargo,  other  restrictions, 
and  war,  were  much  more  efficient  than  the  duty.  After 
near  half  a  century,  we  import  about  as  much  as  is  manu- 
factured in  the  United  States,  even  including  those  estab- 
lishments in  the  interior  with  which  foreign  salt  cannot 
interfere. 

Coo/.— The  duty  on  coal  commenced  with  the  tariff  of 
1789,  at  two  cents  a  bushel.  The  statement  referred  to 
exhibits  the  importation  of  coal  for  fifteen  years.  The  ag- 
gregate quantity  imported  in  the  first  seven  years  was 
0,038,027,  and  in  the  last,  12,261,642  bushels ;  being  an 
increase  of  more  than  one  hundred  per  cent,  injeven  years. 
It  is  not  practicable  to  obtain  a  statement  of  the  produce  of 
all  the  mines  in  the  United  States ;  but  it  will  be  sufficient 
to  show  the  immense  increase  in  the  consumption  of  coal, 
by  referring  to  the  progress  of  three  mines  of  anthracite 
coal.  The  annual  produce,  in  1820,  was  366,  and  in 
1836,  682,429  tons.  The  increase  of  all  the  mines  in  the 
same  neighborhood,  for  the  present  year,  is  estimated  at 
256,000  tons.  While  our  importations  of  foreign  coal  have 
increased  in  seven  years,  ending  in  September,  1835,  over 
the  seven  years  ending  in  1827,  more  than  one  hundred  per 
cent,  a  new  branch  of  the  coal  trade  has  grown  up  from 
nothing  to  682,429  tons.  The  whole  amount  of  coal  im* 
ported  in  1821  was  but  17,000  tons ;  and  in  1836  it  was 
about  60,000,  and  has  been  more.  The  increased  con- 
sumption in  these  branches  alone — ^but  a  small  proportion 
of  the  coal  trade  of  the  United  States — since  1820,  is  from 
about  17,000  to  750,000  tons  ;  and,  as  a  writer  in  defence 
of  the  coal  duty  informs  us,  we  are  in  the  present  year  to 
add  250,000,  making  a  million  of  tons.  Without  this, 
however,  the  consumption  in  these  branches  has  increased 
to  forty-four  times  the  quantity  consumed  sixteen  years  ago. 
It  is  very  evident  that  our  coal  companies  have  a  much 
more  powerful  protection  than  any  which  the  duty  affords 
them.  Causes  far  more  effectual  and  coDtrolIing  than  all 
our  revenue  laws  have,  within  a  few  years,  created  an  ex- 
traordinary demand  for  coal,  which  must  increase  perma- 
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nently.  The  destruction  of  our  forests,  the  increase  of  our 
population,  and  the  enlarged  application  of  coal  to  manu- 
facturing and  other  purposes,  must  enable  the  producers, 
taking  a  series  of  years  together,  not  only  to  regulate  the 
quantity,  but  the  price  of  this  commodity.  \^'ith  such  ev- 
idence of  the  rapid  and  permanent  increase  of  the  consump- 
tion of  coal,  the  continuance  of  the  duty  as  a  protection 
cannot  be  justified.  The  whole  duty  in  1835  was  but 
about  f  100,000 ;  and  although  that  imported  now  is  more 
than  three  times  the  quantity  in  1821,  the  whole  does  not 
«qual  twice  the  annual  consumption  of  the  town  of  Wheel- 
ing, in  Virginia.  The  statement  below,  though  relating 
to  other  countries,  will  show  the  immense  product  of  coal, 
and  its  ▼arious  uses,  and  proves  how  utterly  insignificant 
our  importation  of  60,000  tons  is,  when  compered  with  the 
aggregate  consumption  of  the  United  States.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  estimated  annual  produce  of  the  coal  mines  in 
England  and  Wales,  under  the  different  heads  of  consump- 
tion : 

By  the  population       ...    20,804,570  tons. 
Iron  furnaces        ...      8,000,000 
Manu&ctories       ...      4,550,000 
SteamboaU  -  -  -       3,000,000 

Exported  -  -  -  615,925 


Total 


31,970,495 


Wheat. -—K  duty  of  25  cents  a  bushel  was  imposed  on 
wheat  in  1824.  Notice  is  taken  of  this  item  in  this  re- 
port,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  proving  its  insignificance 
as  a  protecting  duty.  It  is  an  insult  to  the  agricultural 
interest  to  attach  any  importance  to  it  as  a  measure  of  pro- 
tection. Statement  D  shows  tliat  the  whole  quantity  of 
wheat  imported  into  all  our  Atlantic  ports,  from  the  time 
the  duty  was  laid,  in  1824,  to  the  30th  of  September,  1835, 
embracing  a  term  of  eleven  years,  was  but  4,832  bushels — 
about  440  bushels  a  year.  Notwithstanding  the  extraor- 
dinazy  state  of  trade,  and  the  display  ma<]e  about  Black 
sea,  Baltic,  and  German  wheat,  during  1836,  the  whole 
quantity  imported  in  the  year  ending  the  30th  September 
kst,  at  all  the  ports  on  the  seaboard,  (except  the  third 
quarter  of  the  year,  at  Boston,)  was  but  317,883  bushels, 
paying  less  than  $80,000  duty.  In  an  agricultural  coun- 
try like  this,  remote  as  it  is  from  other  grain-growing  coun- 
tries, our  farmers  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  import- 
ations. There  are  but  two  causes  that  can  bring  wheat 
from  abroad  :  a  failure  of  crops,  when  importations  would 
be  desired  by  all ;  and  the  occasional  recurrence  of  a  re- 
dundant currency. 

The  importations  of  wheat  in  1836  were  not  owing  to 
the  former  cause.  Although  our  crops  have  partially  foil- 
ed in  some  of  the  States,  there  is  no  famine,  and  the  de- 
ficiency is  not  the  sole  cause  of  the  present  high  price. 
We  have  had  a  redundant  currency,  which  encouraged 
speculation,  and  raised  the  prices  of  commodities  generally 
so  high  as  to  produce  importations  in  1836,  without  re- 
gard to  the  actual  wants  of  the  country.  A  sudden  and 
largo  addition  to  our  metallic  and  paper  currency  has  made 
us  importers  of  wheat ;  and  had  it  been  practicable,  the 
same  cause  might  have  made  us  importers  of  the  soil  which 
produced  it. 

The  duty  on  wheat  is  of  no  consequence  in  our  trade 
with  Europe,  or  any  other  branch  of  our  commerce  abroad. 
By  referring  to  the  Uble  D,  it  will  be  seen  that  iU  opera- 
tion is  almost  entirely  confined  to  our  Canadian  frontier. 
But  even  there,  the  importations  were  of  very  little  conse- 
quence till  1835;  then  the  duty  did  not  amount  to  sixty 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  imports  for  1836  were  not  half 
the  quantity.  The  duty'on  wheat  operates  very  injurious- 
ly on  our  trade  with  Upper  Canada.  When  it  was  laid,  in 
1 824,  we  were  the  millers  and  exporters  of  the  Canadians. 
By  imposing  a  duty  of  twenty-five  cents,  and  refusing  the 


drawback  on  exportation  on  that  frontier,  we  have  deetroy- 
ed  this  branch  of  trade,  as  far  as  the  law  could  be  executed. 
That,  however,  could  not  be  effected  on  the  St.  Lawrence 
and  the  Niagara.  The  most  serious  objection  to  this  duty 
is,  that  it  enables  the  British  Government  to  carry  out  a 
policy  which  it  wisely  adopted  some  years  ago.  The  pro- 
duce  of  the  United  States  is  not  only  admitted  into  Canada 
free  of  duty,  but  enjoys  all  the  advantages  of  Canadian 
produce  in  the  consumption  of  Great  Britain.  She  thus 
secures  the  carrying  of  our  produce,  while  we,  by  our  own 
laws,  deny  ourselves  the  profit  of  exporting  the  produce  of 
Upper  Canada,  and  of  furnishing  that  country  with  sup- 
plies. We  force  trade  through  the  St.  Lawrence,  instead 
of  encouraging  it  through  our  canals,  rivers,  and  lakes ; 
into  which  channels  it  would  have  long  since  flowed,  but 
for  oar  own  laws.  Such  is  the  whole  operation  of  our 
duty  on  wheat ;  it  affords  no  protection  whatever  to  sgri- 
culture,  while,  with  the  aid  of  other  laws  equally  unwise, 
it  almost  destroys  our  commerce  with  Upper  Canada^  and 
increases  the  navigation  of  Great  Britain. 

Such  is  the  present  condition  and  the  operation  of  pro- 
tecting duties  on  some  of  the  most  prominent  branches 
of  our  industry.  The  enlargement  and  the  prosperity  of 
our  manufactures,  and  the  existence  of  these  duties  fiwr 
near  half  a  century,  no  longer  warrant  a  continuance  of 
these  heavy  charges  upon  the  consumption  of  the  country, 
under  the  pretended  necessity  of  sustaining  against  foreign 
competition  capitalists  and  corporations,  the  annual  pro- 
duce of  whose  mines,  factories,  and  plantations,  is  estima- 
ted at  three  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  The  agricultural 
and  commercial  interests  might,  with  more  justice,  claim 
the  protection  of  Government ;  and,  as  an  indemnity  for 
the  sacrifices  of  half  a  century,  ask  for  a  tax  upon  that 
capital,  nineteen  twentieths  of  which  has  been  drawn  from 
their  labor.  With  a  surplus  of  fifty  millions  in  money  and 
stock,  and  an  income  from  customs  and  public  lands  be- 
yond the  wants  of  Government,  they  have  at  least  a  right 
to  demand  that  the  whole  burden  of  supporting'"  Govern- 
ment, and  sustaining  our  capitalists  and  corporations, 
should  not  be  thrown  upon  them.  If  our  protected  indus- 
try, great,  growing,  and  profitable  as  it  is,  cannot  now 
protect  itself,  it  never  will ;  and  it  is  time  for  every  con- 
sumer to  determine  whether  he  will  submit  to  perpetual 
taxation  for  any  such  purpose.  The  statements  appended 
to  this  report  prove  conclusively,  that  notwithstanding  the 
extraordinary  increase  of  our  own  manufactures,  our  sup- 
plies from  abroad,  through  natural  and  uncontrollable 
causes,  are  constantly  increasing.  We  cannot  apologise 
for  the  continuance  of  these  taxes,  by  holding  out  any 
prospect  of  relief  now  or  hereafter.  It  is  time,  therefore, 
that  the  system,  as  such,  should  be  gradually  reformed ; 
that  all  branches  of  our  industry  should  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing ;  and  that  our  taxes  should  give  no  advan- 
tage to  one  man  over  another.  No  State  nor  section  of 
this  confederacy  should  hereafter  be  made  permanratly 
tributary  to  another  by  the  operation  of  our  revenue  laws. 

Unequal  and  unjust  as  our  taxes  are,  it  is  not  proposed 
to  remove  them  in  a  mode  which  might  shock  any  branch 
of  industry.  The  immense  increase  of  the  consumption 
of  coal,  and  the  comparatively  insignificant  quantity  im- 
ported from  abroad,  clearly  show  that  the  prosperity  of 
this  branch  is  wholly  independent  of  the  duty.  It  is  re- 
quired neither  for  protection  nor  revenue,  and  the  commit- 
tee recommend  its  repeal.  They  also  propose  to  repeal 
the  duty  remaining  on  salt ;  one  half  was  repealed  by  the 
act  of  July  14,  1832,  without  destroying  our  saltworks, 
as  was  predicted ;  and  the  remainder  may  be  taken  o% 
with  little  injury  to  them  and  great  benefit  to  the  country. 
Such  a  tax  ought  not  to  be  continued  with  an  overflowing 
Treasury.  The  committee  further  recommend  a  general 
reduction  of  our  imposts,  to  the  extent  of  seven  millions. 
For  the  reasons  stated  in  this  report,  they  have  not  endear- 
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ored  to  select  articles  which  would  not  afTect  oar  industry ; 
the  duties  upon  all  these,  of  any  importance  whatever, 
have  already  been  repealed.  Nor  were  they  disposed  to 
repeal  the  duties  upon  articles  paying  a  less  duty  than 
twenty  per  cent.,  while  other  branches  of  industry,  with 
no  higher  claims,  were  protected  by  duties  of  30,  60,  and 
upwards  of  100  per  cent.  So  long  as  the  principle  of  pro- 
tection is  bontinued,  justice  requires  that  they  should  at 
least  be  equalised.  That  is  the  basis  of  the  adjustment  in 
the  act  of  the  2d  March,  1833.  By  that  act,  all  duties 
over  twenty  per  cent,  were  to  be  gxadually  abolished.  The 
committee  propose  the  same  measure,  but  recommend  a 
different  process  of  reduction.  By  the  tariff  of  1833,  the 
excess  of  duties  over  20  per  cent,  was  to  be  reduced  one 
tenth  on  the  31  st  of  December,  1833;  one  tenth  the  Slst 
of  December,  1835;  one  tenUi  the  31st  of  December, 
1837  ;  and  one  tenth  the  31st  of  December,  1839 ;  the  re- 
mainder of  the  excess  was  to  be  taken  off,  one  half  on  the 
31st  of  December,  1841,  and  the  other  on  the  30th  of 
June,  1842.  Of  these,  the  first  two  reductions  have  al- 
ready been  made.  In  estimating  the  excess  for  future 
years,  1834  is  considered  a  better  criterion  than  1835  or 
1830,  when  the  importetions  were  unusually  large.  The 
excess  of  duty  on  the  gross  revenue  accruing  in  the  year 
ending  the  SOth  September,  1834,  (see  statement  E,) 
was  ^9,400,000 ;  from  this  is  to  be  deducted  the  drawback 
on  the  quantity  exported,  which  would  probably  leave  the 
excess  of  duty  over  20  per  cent  on  the  quantity  remaining 
for  consumption  at  seven  millions.  Assuming  that  as  the 
nett  excess,  and  that  the  same  amount  of  importetions 
should  continue  till  1842,  the  following  would  be  the  pros- 
pective operation  of  the  act  of  the  2d  March,  18331 

Excess #7,000,000 

Deduct  one  tenth  3l8t  Dec.  1837  -  -  700,000 


Deduct  one  tenth  31st  Doc.  1839^ 


Deduct  one  half  31st  Dec.  1841 


Deduct  one  half  30th  June,  1842  - 


6,300,000 
630,000 


5,670,000 
2,839,000 


2,835,000 
2,835,000 


Thus  the  act  proposes  to  reduce  the  excess  1,330,000 
dollars  in  five  yean,  and  5,670,000  dollars  in  six  months. 
If  the  stete  of  our  finances  did  not  oblige  us  to  anticipate 
this  reduction  of  our  revenue,  motives  of  policy  shoiild  in- 
duce us  to  change  this  extraordinaiy  and  unequal  process 
of  redaction.  With  a  foreign  trade  constantly  and  perma- 
nently increasing,  our  manufactures  will  be  as  much  af- 
fected in  1842  as  they  will  be  in  1838.  If  they  can,  as  is 
proposed,  stand  a  reduction  of  near  six  millions  of  this  ex- 
cess in  six  months,  they  will  certainly  be  little  affected  by 
taking  off  the  third  of  seven  millions  every  six  for  eighteen 
months.  The  committee,  therefore,  propose  that  one  third 
of  the  excess  should  be  reduced  on  the  SOth  September 
next;  one  half  of  the  remainder  on  the  31st  of  March, 
1838 ;  and  the  other  half  on  the  30th  September,  1838. 
Assuming  an  excess  of  seven  millions,  the  reduction  would 
be,  viz: 

$7,000,000 
Que  third,  September  30,  1837     -  -         2,333,333 


4,666,667 

2,333,333 
2,333,3.33 


One  half,  March  31,  1838  - 
One  half,  September  30  1838      - 

Such  a  reduction  would  increase  and  diminish  with  the 
rise  and  fall  of  importations,  and  could  not  materially  af- 
fect these  branches  of  industry,  producing  annually,  as  is 


estimated,  three  hundred  millions,  and  distributed,  as  this 
reduction  would  be,  among  them  all.  Besides,  even  after 
these  high  duties  are  reduced  to  twenty  per  cent,  they  will 
still,  with  the  charges  of  importation,  cash  duties,  and  short 
credits^  enjoy  a  protection  of  forty  to  fifty  per  cent.,  and 
on  heavy  and  cheap  merchandise  much  more.  As  to  the 
proprietors  of  our  salt  works,  iron  works,  and  coal  mines 
beyond  the  mountains,  our  imposts  do  not  affect  them,  as 
they  enjoy  a  natural  monopoly,  and  regulate  both  the  price 
and  the  quantity  of  their  productions. 

It  is'the  vice  of  our  plan  of  levying  taxes  for  the  support 
of  Government,  that  we  can  make  no  change  in  our  reve- 
nue laws  without  affecting  some  interest.  In  the  progress 
of  our  legislation,  and  of  our  intercourse  with  foreign  na- 
tions for  the  last  half  century,  with  our  tari&,  embargoes, 
non-intercourse,  and  war,  the  burden  and  sacrifices  have 
fiUlen  on  the  non-protected,  the  profite  on  the  protected, 
branches  of  our  industry.  A  period  has  arrived  when  a 
measure  of  an  opposite  character  is  demanded  by  the  high- 
est considerations.  It  is  the  djuty  of  all  intereste  to  yield 
to  the  paramount  necessity  of  reducing  the  revenue  of  the 
United  States  to  the  wante  of  the  Government ;  and  the 
committee  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

A. 

Statement  of  the  revenue  annually  collected  from  the  con- 
sumera  of  the  United  States,  by  duties  on  foreign  mer' 
chcmdise. 


March  4, 
1791, 

In  1792, 
1793, 
1794, 
1795, 
1796, 
1797, 
1798, 
1799, 
1800, 
1801, 
1802, 
1803, 
1804, 
1805, 
'1806, 
1807, 
1808, 
1809, 
1810, 
1811, 
1812, 
1813, 
1814, 


1789,  to  Dec.  31, 

$4,399,473  09 

8,443,070  85 

4,255,306  56 

4,801,065  28 

5,588,461  26 

6,667,987  94 

7,549,649  65 

7,106,061  93 

6,610,449  31 

9,080,932  73 

10,750,778  93 

12,438,285  74 

10,479,417  61 

11,098,565  33 

12,936,487  04 

14,667,698  17 

15,845,521  61 

16,363,550  58 

7,296,020  68 

8,583,809  31 

13,313,222  73 

8,958,777  53 

13,224,623  25 

5,998,772  08 


In  1815, 
1816, 
1817, 
1818, 
1819, 
1820, 
1521, 
1822, 
1823, 
1824, 
1825, 
1826, 
1827, 
1828, 
1829, 
1830, 
1831, 
1832, 
1833, 
1834, 
1835, 
1836, 


$7,282,942  22 
36,306,874  88 
26,283,848  49 
17,176,385  00 
20,283,608  76 
15,005,612  15 
13,004,447  16 
17,589,761  94 
19,088,433  44 
17,878,325  71 
20,098,718  45 
23,341,331  77 
19,712,283  29 
28,205,523  64 
22,681,965  91 
21,922,391  39 
24,224,441  77 
28,465,237  24 
29,032,508  91 
16,214,967  15 
19,391,310  59 
28,000,000  00 

•682,547,842  84 


*  To  which  may  he  added  the  expenaes  of  collection  for  48  years. 


SPECIE  CIRCULAR. 


Circular  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Receivers 
of  Public  Money  and  to  the  Deposite  Banks. 

TaSASUKT  DKPAKTMSirTy 

July  11,  1836. 
In  consequence  of  complainta  which  have  been  made  of 
frauds,  speculations,  and  monopolies,  in  the  purchase  of  the 
public  lands,  and  the  aid  which  is  said  to  be  given  to  effect 
these  objecta  by  excessive  bank  credite,  and  dangerous  if 
not  partial  facilities,  through  bank  drafts  and  bank  depos- 
itee, and  the  general  evil  influence  likely  to  result  to  the 
public  interests,  and  especially  the  safe^  of  the  great 
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Apportionment  of  the  Surpku, 


amount  of  money  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  sound  condi- 
tion of  the  currency  of  the  country  from  the  further  ex- 
change of  the  national  domain  in  this  manner,  and  chiefly 
for  bank  credits  and  paper  money,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  given  directions,  and  you  are  hereby  in- 
structed, after  the  15th  day  of  August  next,  to  receive  in 
payment  of  the  public  lands  nothing  except  what  is  direct- 
ed by  the  existing  laws,  viz:  gold  and  silver,  and,  in  the 
proper  cases,  Virginia  land  scrip;  provided  that,  till  the 
16th- of  December  next,  the  same  indulgences  heretofore 
extended,  as  to  the  kind  of  money  received,  may  be  contin- 
ued for  any  quantity  of  land  not  exceeding  320  acres  to 
each  purchaser  who  is  an  actual  settler,  or  bonafide  resi- 
dent in  the  State  where  the  sales  are  made. 

In  order  to  insure  the  fiiiithful  execution  of  these  instruc- 
tions, all  receivers  are  strictly  prohibited  from  accepting,  for 
land  sold,  any  draft,  certificate,  or  other  evidence  of  money, 
or  deposite,  though  for  specie,  unless  signed  by  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States,  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  April 
24,  1820.  And  each  of  those  officers  is  required  to  annex 
to  his  monthly  returns  to  this  Department  the  amount  of 
gold  and  of  silver,  respectively,  as  well  as  the  bills,  received 
under  the  foregoing  exception ;  and  each  deposite  bank  is 
required  to  annex  to  every  certificate  given  upon  a  deposite 
of  money,  the  proportions  of  it  actually  paid  in  gold,  in 
silver,  and  in  bank  notes.  All  former  instructions  on  these 
subjects,  except  as  now  modified,  will  be  considered  as  re- 
maining in  full  force. 

The  principal  objects  of  the  President  in  adopting  this 
measure  being  to  repress  alleged  firauds,  and  to  withhold 
any  countenance  or  facilities  in  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  monopoly  of  the  public  lands  in  the  hands 
of  speculators  and  capitalists,  to  the  injury  of  the  actual 
settlers  in  t^e  new  States,  and  of  emigrants  in  search  of 
new  homes,  as  well  as  to  discourage  the  ruinous  extension 
of  bank  issues  and  bank  credits,  by  which  those  results 
are  generally  supposed  to  be  promoted,  your  utmost  vigi- 
lance is  required,  and  relied  on,  to  carry  this  order  into 
complete  execution.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


APPORTIONMENT  OF  THE  SURPLUS. 

Treasury  Department, 

January  3,  1837.  . 

Sir  :  I  seize  the  earliest  occasion  to  inform  Congress  of 
the  measures  adopted  by  this  Department  since  the  1st  in- 
stant, in  compliance  widi  the  13th  section  of  the  act  regu- 
lating *'  the  deposites  of  the  public  money.*' 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  that  day,  which  was  sub- 
ject to  be  apportioned  among  the  different  States,  has,  on 
the  principles  of  the  act,  as  construed  by  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, and  explained  in  my  last  annual  report,  been  ascer- 
tained to  be  $37,468,859  97. 

The  division  of  this  sum,  in  detail,  among  the  several 
States,  may  be  seen  in  the  document  annexed,  and,  inclu- 
ding Michigan,  equals  $127,445  10  to  each  electoral  vote. 

In  consequence  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  convention 
in  Michigan,  and  the  views  expressed  concerning  them  by 
the  President  of  -the  United  States,  in  his  recent  message 
communicating  those  proceedings  to  Congress,  together 
with  the  provisions  of  the  bill  now  pending  in  one  House 
on  this  question,  the  Department  has  supposed  her  situa- 
tion so  far  changed  since  November  as  to  justify  the  assign- 
ment to  her  of  a  share  of  the  public  deposites,  subject, 
however,  entirely  to  the  future  decision  of  Congress  upon 
the  propriety  of  this  step. 

The  payment  of  the  share  assigned  to  Michigan  will, 
therefore,  be  postponed  till  some  expression  of  opinion  shall 
be  given  by  Congress,  which  may  either  sanction  its  being 
made  to  her  in  the  same  manner  as  to  the  other  States,  or 


require  its  division  among  the  other  States  in  addition  to 
the  sums  which  have  already  been  apportioned  to  them. 

Twelve  of  the  States  have  communicated  their  accept- 
ance of  the  terms  of  the  act,  and  accordingly  transfers, 
equal  in  amount  to  the  first  quarterly  deposite  required 
under  the  law,  are  now  issuing  in  favor  of  their  respective 
agents.     Which  b  respectfully  submitted. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretory  of  the  TYeasury. 
To  the  Hon.  James  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatitfcs. 

Apportionment  among  the  several  States  of  the  Public 
Money  remaining  in  the  Treasury  on  the  \st  January^ 
1837,  excepting  five  miUions  ofaoUars. 


States. 

No.  electoral 

Amount  to  be  deposited 

voles. 

during  the  ytrar  4837. 

Maine 

10 

«1,274,451  02 

New  Hampshire  - 

. 

7 

892,115  71 

Massachusetts 

- 

14 

1,784,231  48 

Rhode  Island 

- 

4 

509,780  41 

Vermont      - 

. 

7 

892,115  71 

Connecticut 

. 

6 

1,019,560  81 

New  York  - 

. 

42 

5,362,694  28 

New  Jersey 

- 

8 

1,019,560  81 

Pennsylvania 

- 

30 

3,823,353  06 

Delaware^  - 

. 

3 

382,335  31 

Maryland     - 

. 

10 

1,274,451  03 

Virginia 

- 

23 

2,931,237  34 

North  Carolina    - 

. 

15 

1,911,676  53 

South  Carolina     - 

,. 

11 

1,401,896  12 

Georgia 

- 

11 

1,401,896  12 

Alabama      - 

- 

7 

892,115  71 

Mississippi  - 

- 

4 

509,780  41 

Louisiana    - 

- 

5 

637,225  51 

Missouri 

> 

4 

509,780  41 

Kentucky    - 

. 

16 

1,911,676  53 

Tennessee   - 

_ 

15 

1,911,676  53 

Ohio  - 

. 

21 

2,676,347  14 

Indiana 

. 

9 

1,147,005  92 

Illinois 

. 

6 

637,225  51 

Arkansas 

. 

3 

382,335  31 

Michigan     - 

3 

382,335  31 

$37,468,859  97 

Statement  of  the  payments  made  to  the  States  of  Ohio^  In- 
diana, Alabama,  Missouri,  Iliineis,  Mississippi,  Ixwisi" 
ana,  and  Arkansas,  out  of  the  5  per  cetit.  of  the  nett 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  land  wUhin  their  respective  Urn- 
its ;  prepared  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  ^Wi  December,  1836. 


States. 

Proportton  of 
Sp^rct.  pfud. 

Amount  paid. 

Ohio  -         -         -         - 

3  per  cent. 

$464,366  51 

Indiana        -         -         - 

Do. 

388,102  61 

Alabama      -        -        - 

Do. 

301,809  63 

Missouri      -        -        - 

Do. 

146,929  20 

Illinois         ... 

Do. 

260,328  W 

Missiijsippi  .        .         - 

Do. 

338,808  02 

Louisiana    ... 

5  per  cent. 

106,636  19 

Arkansas     .         .         - 

3  per  cent. 

4,790  00 

$2,011,670   12 

TrsABVET  DxPAnTMBXT, 

Rkoisteu's  Offics,  December  29,  1836. 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 
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Ckdm  of  United  States  on  U.  S,  Bank. 


[24th  Coire.  2d  Sxsi. 


CLAIM  OF  UNITED  STATES  ON  U.  8.  BANK. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaeury^  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  claim  of  the  United   States  against  the 
United  States  Bank,  ^c. 

Tkxibubt  Bbpa&tvent, 

January  30,  1837. 

8iE ;  In  conformity  with  the  suggestion  contained  in 
my  last  annaal  report,  I  proceed  to  submit  a  statement  of 
the  further  proceedings  which  have  been  had  for  a  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  Uie  United  States  against  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  chartered  by  Congress. 

At  that  time,  this  Department  flattered  itself  with  hopes 
that  ihe  gentlemen  engaged  in  this  business,  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  would  be  able  to  induce  the  commit- 
tee, acting  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  to  agree  with  them  as 
to  the  value  of  the  stock  owned  by  the  United  States  on 
the  3d  of  March  last,  as  well  as  the  proper  periods  for  pay- 
ing into  the  Treasury  what  was  then  due  the  United  States, 
on  account  of  its  large  share  in  the  capital  stock  of  the 
bank,  with  the  rate  of  interest  and  kind  of  security  proper 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

But  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  these  hopes  have 
been  disappointed. 

The  detailed  report  of  the  agents  or  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  this  Department,  with  the  documents  annexed, 
is  herewith  submitted  to  Congress.  It  presents  a  clear 
and  succinct  history  of  the  efforts  made  by  them,  first  to 
procure  a  payment  in  part  of  the  amount  due  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  before  the  Ist  of  January,  1837,  (the  just  ex- 
tent of  which  they  considered  to  have  been  about  four  mil- 
hons  of  dollars,)  and  afterwards  to  be  continued  by  pay- 
ments in  such  other  instalments,  at  subsequent  periods,  as 
the  collections  and  assets  of  the  bank  might  appear  to  justi- 
fy. But,  as  will  be  seen,  the  payment  of  any  sum  what- 
ever, in  1836,  was  declined  by  the  bank.  The  alleged 
grounds  on  which  the  refusal  rested,  with  the  opinions  of 
the  commissioners  as  to  their  insufficiency,  are  fully  ex- 
hibited in  the  documents  before  named. 

The  efforts  which  were  next  made  to  agree  with  the 
committee  of  the  bank,  as  to  the  actual  value  of  its  stock 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  with  a  view  to  a  settlement  on 
the  basis  of  that  value,  it  will  be  further  seen,  have  proved 
altogether  ineffectual. 

The  first  committee  appointed  by  the  bank  had  estimated 
the  value  at  only  $111  47,»AVo  P«r  »^^- 

But  errors  were  discovered  in  their  statements  and  esti- 
mates, which  induced  the  second  committee  of  the  bank  to 
agree  to  raise  the  valuation  to  {(111  87  per  share. 

The  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
however,  were  satisfied  that,  upon  the  materials  furnished 
by  th#  bank,  and  on  the  data  and  reasoning  which  they 
have  so  ably  presented  in  their  report,  the  true  valuation 
ought  to  be  at  least  $1 18  53  per  share. 

Taking  former  estimates,  as  exhibited  oh  other  occa- 
sions by  the  baok  itself,  with  the  subsequent  profits,  the 
value  would  now  be  computed  to  equal  $130  per  share. 

This  latter  sum  would  be  higher  than  the  views  of  the 
present  committee  of  the  bank,  by  an  amount  on  the  stock 
of  the  United  States  alone,  of  more  than  $1,000,000  ;  a^id 
exceeds  the  sum  which  the  commissioners  proposed  to  ac- 
cept, on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  quite  if  788, 585. 
The  commissioners  also  differ  from  the  present  committee 
as  to  the  whole  value  of  ^e  stock  of  the  United  States, 
nearly  $242,000,  independent  of  the  claim  about  the  divi- 
dends withheld  on  account  of  the  bill  of  exchange  drawn 
on  France. 

Under  such  a  disparity  of  opinions,  little  prospect  of  an 
amicable  arrangement  seemed  to  remain,  though  further 
efforts  were  made  to  effect  one,  by  propositions  to  extend 
the  time  of  payment  by  several  instalments ;  and  to  fix  the 


interest  at  a  lower  and  diffisrent  rate  from  that  which  had 
been  allowed  to  the  bank  itself,  in  computing  the  value  of 
its  own  securities,  and  much  lower  than  any  market  rate 
of  interest  in  this  country  at  the  present  period.  The 
bank  itself,  in  selling  out  its  branches  some  time  since,  had 
never  given  credit  at  so  low  a  rate ;  and  paid,  in  addition, 
commissions  for  collection  and  guaranty,  as  was  proposed 
to  be  done  in  the  present  instance  by  the  United  States. 
The  committee  of  Uxe  bank  evinced  a  willingness  to  allow 
a  larger  amount  upon  each  share,  approaching  the  sum 
fixed  by  the  commissioners,  if  the  payments  were  long^de- 
layed,  and  the  rate  of  interest  was  reduced  from  six  to  five 
per  cent. ;  while  the  commissioners  contended,  and  justly, 
that  if  the  rate  of  interest  was  reduced,  the  gross  value  of 
each  share  should  be  increased  still  further,  or  any  com- 
missions for  collection  and  guaranty  should  be  relinquished, 
as  had  been  required  by  the  bank  itself  to  be  done  in  the 
sales  of  its  branches. 

Being  unable  to  arrive  at  any  conclusion  mutually  satis- 
factory, in  which  the  value  of  the  shares  to  be  paid  by  in- 
stalments with  6  per  cent,  interest  did  not  differ  from  the 
offers  made  by  the  committee  of  the  bank  by  about 
$242,000  upon  the  amount  of  the  stock  held  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  besides  the  dividends  withheld,  and  not  being 
willing  to  recommend  so  large  a  sacrifice  as  that,  the  com- 
missioners have  reported  the  result  of  their  whole  proceed- 
ings to  this  Department. 

For  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  commissioners,  in  con- 
nexion with  their  high  character  and  capacity  for  forming 
a  correct  opinion  on  this  subject,  and  considering  the 
thorough  investigation  which  they  have  made  of  all  the 
facts  and  principles  of  the  case,  this  Department  feels  no 
hesitancy  in  approving  the  course  they  have  pursued  and 
the  opinions  they  have  expressed. 

Anxious  as  this  Department  has  been  to  obtain  early  pay- 
ments in  part  of  the  amount  due  from  the  bank,  and,  after 
failing  in  that,  to  obtain  specific  offers  for  an  arrangement 
which  might  be  just  to  the  United^  States,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  not  hard  or  embarrassing  towards  the  bank,  the  un- 
dersigned feels  much  disappointment  that  no  furlher  pros- 
pect appears  of  being  able  to  effect  dny  adjustment  with 
the  bank,  which  shall  not  require  the  relinquishment  of 
either  principal  or  interest,  amounting  to  'something  like 
$242,000,  besides  four  fifths  of  the  dividends  withhold  by 
the  bank  on  account  of  the  bill  of  exchange  on  the  French 
Government,  equal  to  about  $136,000  more. 

It  is  much  regretted  that  neither  the  bank  nor  its  trustee 
has  yet  communicated  the  information  which  this  Depart-  ' 
ment  has  twice  requested  under  the  act  of  Congress  passed 
at  the  last  session,  in  order  that  the  Government  might  bo 
better  enabled  to  decide  upon  the  true  value  of  the  stock, 
as  well  as  what  portion  ought,  before  this  time,  to  have 
been  paid  over  to  the  United  States,  and  to  know  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  trust  has  been  conducted  in  relation  to 
the  assets,  in  which  the  Government  is  so  deeply  interested. 
The  difficulties  in  making  a  satisfactory  estimate  have  been 
increased  by  the  course  adopted  by  the  bank,  in  not  closing 
its  concerns  on  the  3d  of  March  last,  at  the  expiration  of 
its  charter,  in  the  customary  manner ;  or,  at  least,  in  not 
requiring  new  books  and  accounts  to  he  opened  by  its 
trustee,  and  in  not  retaining  or  cancelling  its  redeemed  cir- 
culation, instead  of  reissuing  it  after  the  transactions  of  the 
bank  chartered  by  Congress  had  ceased,  and  those  owning 
one  fifth  part  of  its  whole  stock  had  been  expressly  exclu- 
ded from  any  participation  in  the  new  corporation,  to  which 
its  assets  had  been  transferred. 

Under  these  circumstances,  without  going  into  further 
details,  this  Department  would  respectfully  represent  to 
Congress,  that,  under  the  act  of  the  28d  June  last,  relating 
to  tliis  subject,  every  step  has  been  promptly  taken  which 
seemed  to  bid  fair  to  obtain  offers  and  estimates,  as  well  as 
the  necessary  information  for  acting  on  them,  which  might 
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lead  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  all  the  claiou  of  the 
United  States.  But  the  probabilities  of  effecting  any  such 
adjustment,  without  the  loss  or  sacrifice  of  nearly  $378,000, 
have  ce-ased  ;  and,  without  the  express  direction  of  Con- 
gress, after  the  consideration  of  the  facts  and  inferences  con- 
tained in  the  report  of  the  commissioners  and  the  accompa- 
nying documents,  it  does  not  feel  justified  in  acceding 
hereafter  to  any  adjustment  materially  difierent  in  principle 
or  amount  from  that  recommended  by  them. 

Unless,  therefore,  Congress  shall  think  proper  to  give 
some  direction,  or  the  bank  at  an  early  day  make  some 
such  offer,  this  Department  can  perceive  no  other  course  to 
be  pursued,  with  justice  to  the  United  States,  or  consistent 
with  its  public  duty,  except  to  place  the  whole  subject  in 
charge  of  the  proper  officers  of  the  Government,  for  prose* 
cuting  the  public  rights  before  the  proper  legal  tribunals, 
with  respect  to  the  matters  in  controversy  and  tha  several 
claims  existing  against  the  bank. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  Javxs  K.  Polx, 

Speaker  of  the  House  ofRepresefUalives, 


Report  on  the  debts  and  effects  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 

States,  and  the  value  of  its  capital  stoat  on  tlte  Zd 

March,  1836. 

,  Washiitotok,  January  25,  1837. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  your  letter  of  the  21st  September, 
1836,  (see  Appendix,  No.  8,)  enclosing  the  report  of  the 
joint  committees  of  the  late  and  present  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  relative  to  the  debts  and  effects  of  the  bank  on  the 
3d  March,  1836,  and  requesting  us  to  examine  the  ma- 
terials  on  which  that  report  is  founded,  and  to  make  in- 
quiry on  the  additional  topics  pointed  out  by  you,  the  un- 
dersigned, apd  Mr.  Lawrence,  of  New  York,  assembled  in 
Philsulelphia  on  the  30th  of  Uiat  month.  Mr.  Lawrence 
continued  to  act  with  us  until  the  1st  November,  when  he 
conceived  it  expedient,  in  reference  to  his  nomination  as 
an  elector  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  relinquish  the  present  appointment. 

On  the  1st  October  we  were  met  by  Messrs.  Caleb 
Cope,  Richard  Price,  and  Robert  Toland,  a  committee  on 
behalf  of  the  bank.  We  informed  them  -that,  in  conform- 
ity with  the  suggestions  ot  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  his  letter  of  the  19th  September,  1836,  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank,  we  had  been  appointed  to  make  the  in- 
vestigation therein  referred  to,  so  as  to  arrive  at  the  proper 
basis  of  a  settlement  between  the  Government  and  the 
bank ;  and  that  we  we^e  desirous,  after  mutual  consulta- 
tion, to  agree,  if  practicable,  in  one  view  of  the  subject,  or 
of  any  important  parts  of  it^  and  report  to  the  Department 
accordingly.  This  letter,  and  the  correspondence  accom- 
panying it,  (Appendix,  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,)  were  read 
at  our  first  meeting,  in  order  that  the  view^  entertained  by 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  nature,  character,  and 
extent  of  the  inquiries  which  it  was  contemplated  mutually 
to  make,  might  be  fully  understood  at  the  outset. 

In  pursuing  this  object,  it  was  considered  proper,  in  the 
first  place,  to  examine  the  details  of  the  statement  furnish- 
ed of  the  debts  and  effects  of  the  bonk  on  the  3d  March, 
1836,  in  order  to  know,  as  far  as  could  be,  the  actual 
amount  of  its  property  and  its  liabilities  on  that  day ;  in 
the  second  place,  to  ascertain  how  much  of  that  property 
had  been  since  collected,  and  what  portion  of  those  liabili- 
ties had  been  since  paid ;  and,  in  the  third  place,  to  deter- 
mine whether  it  would  be  most  expedient  that  periodical 
payments  on  the  share  of  the  United  States  should  be 
made  to  the  Treasury,  to  the  extent  of  the  nelt  collections 
which  had  accrued  since  the  3d  March,  and  might  in 
future  accrue ;  or  that  a  specific  amount  should  be  fixed 


'  upon  as  the  estimated  value  of  the  whole  prc^rty  on  that 
day,  with  an  arrangement  for  the  payment  of  the  share  of 
the  United  States  in  such  proportions,  at  such  future  times, 
on  such  rates  of  interest,  and  with  such  security,  as  might 
be  agreed  on. 

In  this  course  the  committee  acquiesced ;  and,  for  the 
purpose  of  pursuing  it,  several  conferences  took  place  be- 
tween us  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  where  the  books 
and  papers  were  submitted  to  our  inspection,  and  the  aid 
of  the  officers  of  the  institution  was  afiforded.  Ob  those 
points  of  inquiry  about  which  information  could  not  be 
furnished  at  the  time,  a  memorandum  was  left  with  the 
committee,  and  replies  were  subsequently  communicated. 
(Appendix,  No.  13.) 

1 .  In  proceeding  to  examine  the  report,  we  compared  the 
state  of  tne  bank  on  which  that  report  had  been  founded, 
(Appendix,  No.  35,)  with  the  balances  of  the  accounts  on 
the  general  leger,  and  with  the  several  office  statements  wbidi 
had  been  selected  by  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  bank, 
in  forming  the  report,  on  account,  as  they  alleged,  of  their 
proximity  to  the  3d  March.  The  latest  semi-annual  es- 
timates of  losses  on  suspended  debt,  on  real  estate,  and  upon 
banking-houses,  made  up  at  the  bank  and  at  its  offices, 
were  submitted  to  our  inspection ;  and,  also,  some  of  the 
previous  periodical  returns,  for  the  satis&ction  of  a,  compar- 
ative view.  Afier  this  investigation,  we  found  ourselves 
under  the  necessity  of  applying  for  various  explanations  of 
matter  of  account,  which  were  furnished  to  us  by  the  com- 
mittee and  the  officers  of  the  bank.  They  form  part  of  the 
(|ocuments  annexed  to  this  report.  It  will  Ife  seen  that 
they  present  a  number  of  errors,  to  amounts  of  considerable 
magnitude,  in  the  accounts  of  suspended  debts,  real  estate, 
losses  chargeable  to  the  contingent  fund,  and  in  relation  to 
the  banking-houses.  (Appendix,  Nos.  27,  28,  43,  44, 
45. )  We  are  not,  however,  aware  that  these  errors  ma- 
terially affect  the  value  of  the  stock,  except  in  the  account 
of  banking-houses,  which  will  be  afterwards  adverted  to. 

2.  At  a  very  early  period  of  our  investigations,  it  became 
apparent  to  us  that  the  principal  object  of  our  inquiry  ought 
to  be  to  ascertain  accurately  how  much  of  the  effects  of  the 
bank,  on  the  3d  March,  1836,  had  been  since  that  time 
actually  realized,  and  how  much  of  its  liabilities  paid.  As 
a  period  of  seven  months  had  elapsed  since  that  day,  it 
was  evident  that  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  amount 
which  must  have  been,  and  had  been  actually,  collected 
out  of  personal  securities,  domestic  bills,  and  other  assets 
on  hand  at  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  and  immediately 
or  shortly  available;  of  the  d^fKMdtes  then  held  by  the 
bank,  which  had  been  since  paid ;  of  the  notes  then  in  cir- 
culation, which  had  been  since  redeemed ;  of  the  expenses 
that  had  been  since  incurred ;  and  of  any  other  claims 
which  had  been  since  actually  paid  by  Uie  institution, 
would  have  exhibited,  in  the  plainest  and  simplest  n^anner, 
the  proportional  share  of  the  funds  collected,  which  ought 
to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

Of  the  total  amount  of  assets  on  that  day,  being 
^76,670,393  08,  it  appears  that  $5,595,077  25  consisted 
of  specie  on  hand;  $7,188,181  80  of  notes  and  debts  of 
State  banks,  which  the  committee  considered  as  already 
paid ;  $5,353,469  43  of  notes  discounted  on  bank  stock 
and  other  securities,  which  were,  of  course,  immediately 
available,  and  about  the  value  of  which  there  could  be  no 
doubt;  of  the  residue  of  the  total  assets,  $33,572,966  46 
were  bills  di8counte«l  and  domestic  bills  of  exchange,  which 
were  considered  in  the  report  as  falling  due,  on  an  average, 
in  forty-four  days  and  a  half  after  the  3d  March.  To  these 
sums  we  added  $5,486,083  09  of  loans  drawing  interest, 
in  consequence  of  their  being  stated,  in  the  report,  to  bo 
either  "  payable  on  demand,''  or  «'when  due  immaterial.'* 
(Appendix,  Nos.  34,  40.)  Thus,  of  the  aggregate  assets 
of  the  bank,  a  sum  of  $57,145,778  03  we  consider  to  be 
actually  due,  according  to  the  report  of  the  bank,  and  a 
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very  large  proportion  of  it  was  evidently  of  a  nature  to  have 
been  easily  collected. 

In  forming,  therefore,  the  proper  basis  of  a  settlement 
between  the  Government  and  the  bank,  it  appeared  to  us 
most  proper,  as  a  first  step,  to  ascertain  the  portion  of  the 
funds,  actually  collected,  which  belonged  to  the  United 
States.  This  course,  too,  seemed  to  be  most  in  accordance 
with  the  views  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  in  his 
letter  to  the  president  of  the  bank  on  the  19th  September, 
as  well  as  in  the  instructions  to  ourselves,  in  which  he 
frequently  expresses  his  anxiety  for  an  early  payment  or 
dividend  on  account. 

It  was  our  first  desire  to  direct  our  examination  to  this 
obiect,  but  the  books  of  the  bank  did  not  furnish  us  with 
this  information.  It  appeared  that  the  bank  had,  on  the  2d 
March,  made  a  transfer  of  all  its  funds  to  the  Bank-  of  the 
United  States  chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
(Appendix,  No.  38.)  No  accounts  of  the  bank  were  sub- 
sequently kept ;  the  old  books  had  never  been  posted  up 
since  the  3d  March ;  the  usual  monthly  statements  of  its 
afiairs  were  not  made  out ;  and  no  existing  accounts  of  the 
institution  enabled  us  to  ascertain  what  amounts  of  notes 
and  bills  belonging  to  it  on  that  day  had  been  since  paid, 
renewed,  or  protested.  (Appendix,.  Nos.  18,  20.)  Nor 
was  this  all :  the  bank  was  not  in  fact  closed  when  its 
charter  terminated;  no  winding  up  of  its  business  took 
place  on  the  8d  March ;  its  accounts  were  carried  on,  with- 
out interruption,  previously  and  subsequently  to  that  day ; 
and  its  semi-annual  settlement  on  the  1st  July,  1836,  em- 
braced the  entire  transactions  from  the  1st  January  prece- 
ding, without  reference  to  the  change  that  had  occurred  in 
the  mean  time.  We  were  informed  by  the  committee  that 
it  would  be  possible  to  trace  the  business  of  the  bank 
through  the  books  of  the  new  corporation,  to  which  it  had 
been  transferred,  though  it  would  require  the  labor  of  some 
months ;  but  as  it  was  apparent  that  this  business  had  not 
been  wound  up,  but,  on  the  contrary,  had  been  blended 
with  the  affairs  of  the  new  institution,  such  a  course,  inde- 
pendent of  the  necessary  delay,  could  not  have  furnished 
the  requisite  information. 

Though  an  exact  ascertainment  of  the  sum  due  at  this 
time  was  thus  rendered  impossible,  yet  a  payment  of  the 
dividend  belonging  to  the  United  States,  after  deducting 
the  disbursements  from  the  receipts  of  the  last  seven 
months,  was  a  preliminary  step  in  our  proceedings,  so  ob- 
vious, as  well  as  so  much  in  accordance  with  the  views 
heretofore  communicated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  the  bank,  that  we  proposed  it  to  the  committee,  and 
asked  from  them  a  payment  into  the  Treasury,  to  that 
extent,  at  the  earliest  convenient  day.  It  appeared  to  us 
that  a  sum  little  short  of  four  millions  of  dollars  might 
have  been  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  the  Ist  of  January, 
1837.  *  We  have  already  seen  that,  of  the  aggregate  assets 
of  the  bank,  a  sum  of  $57, 145,778  03  appeared  to  be  due, 
according  to  its  own  report.  By  the  same  document,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  total  amount  of  its  liabilities  on  that 
day  amounted  to  only  $29,253,610  27.  Of  this,  the  sum 
of  $21,109,362  28  consisted  of  notes  in  circulation; 
$6,220,829  43  of  deposites  and  debts  to  State  banks  and 
foreign  bankers ;  $120,621  87  of  funds  for  the  redemption 
of  public  debt;  and  $253,937  43  of  dividends  unclaimed. 
These,  together,  make  au  aggregate  of  liabilities,  on  3d 
March,  of  $27,704,740  96 ;  which,  after  retaining  a  sum 
sufficient  to  cover  the  entire  amount  of  the  outstanding 
notes  in  circulation,  deposites,  and  debts  paid  or  unpaid, 
would  leave  a  surplus  of  $29,441,037  07  for  distribution. 
If  a  iiirther  deduction  be  made  of  the  sum  of  $1,548,869  31, 
stated  to  be  due  from  the  bank  and  its  offices  to  themselves, 
of  which  explanation  had  not  then  been  furnished,  and  it 
be  included  among  the  actual  debts  of  the  bank,  there 
would  still  be  loft  a  surplus  of  $27,892,167  76.  from 
this  surplus  we  struck  off  the  sum  of  $7,892,167  76,  in 


order  to  make  the  fullest  allowance  for  omissions  or  mis- 
calculations, and  alleged,  as  we  think  most  reasonably, 
that  twenty  millions  of  dollars  ought  to  be  estimated  to 
have  been  collected  from  the  assets  of  the  bank  in  the 
course  of  seven  months. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  thought  that  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  representing  about  one  fifth  of  the  capi- 
tal stock  of  the  late  bank,  was  entitled  to  have  received  a 
dividend  of  nearly  four  millions  of  dollars  before  the  1st 
January,  1837.  But  when  the  nature  of  the  allowances 
taken  into  this  calculation  is  considered,  when  the  actual 
payments  and  probable  collections  of  the  bank  since  the  8d 
March  are  examined,  such  an  expectation  is  seen  to  be 
still  more  reasonable.  In  estimating  that  the  surplus  on 
hand  should  have  been  $27,892,167  76,  the  bank  was  al- 
lowed to  retain  the  whole  amount  of  its  liabilities,  of  every 
kind,  although,  even  supposing  the  entins  amount  of  its 
deposites  and  other  debts  had  been  paid,  it  is  yet  admitted 
that  $10,573,737  of  its  circulation  and  dividends  remained 
unredeemed  and  unclaimed,  and  that,  therefore,  its  actual 
payments  since  the  3d  March  were  not,  by  one  third,  so 
much  as  we  allowed.  On  the  other  hand,  in  estimating 
the  surplus  as  we  did,  we  excluded  entirely  from  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  bank  all  its  collections  on  account  of  its  sus- 
pended debts,  real  estate,  and  banking-houses,  though 
these  had  been  considerable  during  the  intervening  period, 
and  confined  ourselves  to  those  sources  which  were  certain 
and  immediately  available.     (Appendix,  No.  19.) 

To  have  made  a  payment  of  four  millions,  then,  on  the 
1st  of  January,  out  of  assets  of  such  a  nature,  would  cer- 
tainly have  required  no  extraordinary  rapidity  of  collection 
during  Uie  interval  that  had  elapsed  since  the  termination 
of  the  charter.  Out  of  the  seventy-six  millions  of  assets, 
(estimated  by  the  bank  itself,  after  every  allowance  for 
loss,  guaranty,  and  expenses,  as  worth  sixty-eight  mil- 
lions,) it  was  necessary  to  collect  thirty-eight  millions,  or 
fifty  per  cent;  and,  of  this  thirty-eight  nrillions,  the 
bank  had  on  hand  cash,  consistiog  of  specie,  notes,  and 
debts  of  State  banks,  which  the  committee  consider  as 
paid,  to  the  amount  of  twelve  millions  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Our  impression  that  such  a  dividend  might  have  been 
made,  under  such  circumstances,  was  strengthened  by  the 
fact  that  the  former  Bank  of  the  United  States  paid  over 
to  its  stockholders  seventy  per  cent  of  its  capital  within 
fifteen  months  from  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  besides 
meeting  all  the  intermediate  claims  arising  from  its  out- 
standing liabilities.  The  case  of  that  institution,  too,  was 
one  of  actual  collection  and  dividend  to  the  whole  amount, 
while  in  this  instance  they  would  have  been  merely  nom- 
inal beyond  the  four  millions  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  since  all  the  funds,  debts,  securities,  and  business 
of  the  bank,  were  transferred  to  and  continued  by  the 
new  institution. 

To  our  proposal,  made  under  these  circumstances,  that 
the  bank  should  make  a  payment  into  the  Treasury  on  ac- 
count, the  committee  replied,  that  the  aggregate  collections 
since  the  3d  March  had  been  only  $22,727,579  60,  in- 
cluding the  specie  on  hand ;  and  as  their  liabilities,  for 
which  they  held  themselves  responsible  on  demand, 
amounted  to  $26,998,606  49,  they  had  only  to  say  that 
the  amount  collected  not  being  enough  to  pay  the  charges, 
they  had  no  surplus  to  divide.  (Appendix,  No.  20.) 
The  amount  stated  to  be  collected  did  not  appear,  howev- 
er, to  be  presented  by  the  committee  as  a  sum  actually  as- 
certained, but  as  a  matter  of  estimate  or  calculation.  The 
committee  entered  into  an  elaborate  argument  to  show  that 
it  would  have  been  impossible,  without  great  hazard,  to 
make  collections,  since  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  to  an 
amount  sufficient  to  pay  any  dividend  into  the  Treasury. 
Our  reasons  for  coming  to  a  different  conclusion  have  been 
stated :  they  are  founded  on  the  character  of  the  assets  and 
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liabilUiei  of  the  bank,  as  g^ven  in  its  own  report ;  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  be  enabled  to  judge  of  their 
force. 

3.  The  committee  having  finally  and  explicitly  informed 
us  that  not  enough  had  been  collected,  since  the  expiration 
of  the  charter,  to  pay  the  charges,  and  that  therefore,  as 
yet,  there  was  no  surplus  to  divide,  we  were  of  course 
obliged  to  forego  our  wibh  to  make  the  actual  receipts  the 
bases  of  settlement,  and  resort  to  what  alone  was  lefl — an 
examination  of  the  estimated  value  of  the  shares  of  the 
bank  on  the  3d  of  March,  1836.  (Appendix,  Nos.  21 
and  32.) 

This  value  i^as  estimated  by  the  committee,  according 
to  the  report  of  the  bank,  to  be  $1 1 1  47  per  share.  They 
estimated  the  nett  value  of  the  assets  on  the  3d  of  March 
at  $68,268,740  63,  and  the  debts  due  on  that  day  at 
$29,253,610  27,  leaving  a  diflerence  of  $39,016,130  36  ; 
which,  divided  among  the  350,000  shares  constituting  the 
capital  stock,  makes  the  value  of  each  share,  on  the  3d  of 
March,  $111  47.  The  whole  amount  due  on  the  68,752 
shares  belonging  to  the  United  States  was,  therefore,  esti- 
mated at  $7,663,909  26.  Of  this  sum,  $80,210  67  had 
already  been  passed  to  their  credit ;  leaving  to  be  still  paid, 
or  secured  to  the  Government,  the  further  sum  of 
$7,683,698  69. 

The  estimate  thus  made  on  behalf  of  the  bank  was 
founded  on  the  following  principles : 

The  total  amount  of  assets,  which  was  $76,570,393  08, 
consisted  of  the  following  items : 

1.  Specie  -  -  -  $6,595,077  26 

2.  Bonds  and  mortgages  -  56,037  67 

3.  Foreign  bills  of  exchange         -  1,303  95 

4.  Cash  notes  of  SUte  banks        -  2,229,947  05 
6.  Debts  of  State  banks  -            -              4,958,234  75 

6.  Domestic  bills  of  exchange      -  16,413,144  26 

7.  Notes  discounted  on  personal 

security         -  -  -  17,159,822  20 

8.  Notes  discounted  on  bank  stock  1,291,915  72 

9.  Notes  discounted  on  other  se- 
curities ...  4,061,653  71 

10.  Loans  on  bank  stock  -  -  1,761,100  00 

11.  Loans  on  other  securities         -  13,222,567  37 

12.  Debt  of  navy  agent  at  Norfolk  40,144  17 

13.  Cost  of  banking-houses  -  «  729,170  68 

14.  Suspended  debt  and  real  estate  4,413,338  80 
16.  Bad  debts,   disallowances,  and 

deficiencies     ...  4,470,187  44 

16.  Expenses        ...  166,803  16 


$76,570,393  08 


From  this  aggregate  sum,  it  was  propesed,  in  the  first 
place,  to  deduct  all  those  allowances  which  were  consider- 
ed necessary  in  order  to  ascertain  the  fair  and  actual  value 
of  each  of  these  items  on  the  8d  of  March. 

It  was  not  proposed  to  deduct  any  thing  from  the  specie, 
bonds  and  mortgages,  foreign  bills  of  exchange,  and  notes 
and  debts  of  State  banks.  From  the  domestic  bills  of  ex- 
change, and  the  notes  discounted,  the  committee  deducted 
the  discount  for  the  average  unexpired  time — ^namely,  for- 
ty-four days  and  a  half — ^making,  altogether,  a  sum  of 
$288,704  31.  As  all  the  loans  on  bank  stodc  and  other 
securities  drew  interest  at  different  rates,  and  were  payable 
at  different  times,  they  added  to  the  principal  $162,380  21, 
the  interest  which  had  accrued  and  was  unpaid  on  the  Sd 
of  March,  and  deducted  $296,110  01,  being  the  difference 
between  the  amount  and  the  par  value  of  those  bearing  an 
interest  less  than  6  per  cent. ;  so  as  to  make  the  whole 
equivalent  to  a  six  per  cent,  loan,  with  the  interest  paid 
up  to  the  3d  of  March.  The  sum  thus  deducted,  being 
the  difference  between  them,  amounted,  altogether,  to 
$148,729  80.     From  the  debt  of  the  navy  agent  at  Nor- 


folk they  deducted  50  per  cent,  as  the  estimated  loss 
thereon,  amounting  to  $20,072  09.  From  the  cost  of  the 
banking-houses  they  deducted,  as  the  estimated  loss, 
$254,513  51.  On  the  suspended  debt  and  other  real  es- 
tate an  average  deduction  has  been  made,  to  the  amount 
of  $1,389,479  12,  founded,  as  the  committee  state,  on  the 
estimates  of  the  last  semi-annual  periods,  namely,  of  June 
and  July,  1836,  which  apply  exclusively  to  debts  sus- 
pended and  real  estate  acquired  before  the  3d  March,  1836. 
For  the  bad  debts,  disallowances,  deficiencies,  and  ex- 
penses, amounting  to  $4,636,990  60,  they  claimed  a  de- 
duction to  their  whole  amount. 

It  thus  appeared  that,  in  order  to  reduce  the  assets  to 
what  was  estimated  to  be  their  fair  actual  value  on  the  3d 
of  March,  exclusive  of  guaranty  and  expenses  of  collection, 
they  proposed  a  reduction  of  $6,733,489  43,  vix  : 
Discount  for  unexpired  time    -  $288,704  31 
Less  interest  accrued  on  loans  -     152,380  21 

$136,324  10 

Difference  between  amount  and  par  value 

of  loans,  to  bring  them  to  6  per  ct.  interest  296, 1 10  0 1 
Loss  on  debt  of  navy  agent  -  -  20,072  09 

Loss  on  banking-houses  -  -  -        254,513  51 

Loss  on  suspended  debt  and  real  estate  -  1,389,479  12 
Loss  on  bad  debts,  dec.,  and  expenses       -    4,636,990  60 

$6,733,489  43 

This  would  leave  the  actual  value  of  the  assets  on  the  Sd 
of  March,  $69,836,903  65. 

The  total  amount  of  the  liabilities,  which  were 
$29,253,610  27,  consisted  of  the  following  items  : 

1.  Notes  in  circulation  -  -     $21,109,352  23 

2.  Dividends  unclaimed  -  -  253,937  43 

3.  Debt  to  foreign  bankers      -  -  371,777  40 

4.  Deposite  for  redemption  of  public  debt  1 20, 62 1  87 
6.  Depositee  of  public  ofiicers              -             203,629  91 

6.  Depositee  of  individuals      -  -         3,390,418  34 

7.  Debt  to  State  banks  -  -         2,255,003  78 

8.  Du^  to  the  Bank  United  States  and 

offices  in  account  -  -  1,548,869  31 


$29,253,610  27 


Deducting  these  liabilities  from  the  estimated  actual 
value  of  the  assets,  which  has  been  stated  above,  it  leaves 
the  estimated  value  of  the  capital  stock,  independent  of 
expenses  and  guaranty  for  the  risk  of  collection, 
$40,683,293  38. 

For  these  expenses  and  guaranty,  a  further  deduction 
has  been  made  in  the  report  of  the  bank.  On  the  specie, 
bonds  and  mortgages,  and  foreign  bills  of  exchange-,  no 
charge  was  made.  For  the  collection  of  the  cas\),  notes, 
and  debts  of  State  banks,  they  deducted  a  commission  <k 
one  per  cent,  on  the  whole  sum,  amounting  to  $71,881  81. 
For  the  collection  of  domestic  bills  of  exchange,  and  notes 
discounted  on  personal  security,  they  deducted  two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  on  the  total  actual  amount,  being  $839, 324  15. 
For  the  collection  of  the  notes  discounted,  and  loan^  on 
bank  stock  and  other  securities,  they  deducted  one  per 
cent,  on  the  total  actual  amount,  being  $203,371  36.  For 
the  collection  of  the  suspended  debts  and  real  estate,  they 
deducted  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  estimated  value  which  re- 
mained after  the  previous  deduction  of  the  estimated  loss, 
being  $453,585  70. 

It  thus  appeared  that,  as  an  allowance  for  collecting  the 
amount  of  assets  which  remained  after  all  estimated  losses 
were  deducted,  a  further  reduction  was  proposed  of 
$1,568,163  02,  viz: 

I  percent,  on  State  bank  debts  and  notes    -    $71,881  81 
2i  per  cent,  on  domestic  bills  and  notes  dis- 
counted on  personal  security        -  -    839,324  15 
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1  per  cent,  on  discounts  and  loans  on  bank 


stock  and  other  securities 


15  per  cent,  on  the  estimated  ▼alue  of  the  sus- 
pended debt  and  real  estate 


-   $203,371  86 


463,685  70 


$1,668,163  02 


.  This  sum,  claimed  for  expenses  and  risk  of  collection, 
being  deducted  from  the  value  of  the  capital  stock,  as  above 
slated,  vix :  $40,683,298  38,  leaves  the  nett  amount  for 
division  among  the  stockholders,  on' the  3d  of  March,  1836, 
$39,015,130  36— e<^al  to  $111  47  per  share. 

In  examining  the  various  items  which  we  have  detailed 
^  forming  the  basis  of  this  estimate,  the  great  disadvan- 
tage, alieady  alluded  to,  arising  from  the  manner  adopted 
in  the  collection  of  the  assets.  Incomes  still  more  apparent ; 
at  least  so  far  as  a  correct  ascertainment  of  their  value  is 
concerned.  Much  must  be  left  to  conjecture  which  ought 
to  be  matter  of  certainty,  and  would  have  been  so  if  the 
afiairs  of  the  institution  had  been  closed,  and  a  winding  up 
of  its  business  had  taken  place. 

.\  We  have  endeavored,  however,  by  means  of  the  exami- 
nations of  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  bank  which  were 
afforded  us  by  the  committee,  as  well  as  by  frequent  con- 
ference and  exchange  of  opinion  with  them,  to  arrive  at 
such  an  estimate  as  we  consider,  on  the  whole,  reasonable. 
We  have  also  obtained  a  variety  of  documents,  in  much 
detail,  which  not  only  present  the  views  of  the  committee 
on  various  points  connected  with  the  valuation,  but  also 
afford  information  useful,  and  indeed  necessary,  in  ma^ 
king  an  estimate  or  forming  an  opinion  as  to  the  proper 
mode  and  terms  of  settlement  These  we  annex  to  this 
report. 

Having  explained  the  grounds  of  deduction  and  allow- 
ance adopted  in  the  estimate  of  the  bank,  we  shall  proceed 
to  state  those  which  formed  the  basis  of  our  estimate,  so 
that  a  comparison  of  the  two  may  enable  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  decide  on  their  relative  correctness.  (Ap- 
pendix, No.  I.) 

Taking  the  total  amount  of  assets  at  the  sum  stated  in 
the  report  of  the  bank,  viz:  $76,570,393  08,  we  shall 
point  out  the  deductions  and  allowances  which  we  con- 
sider fair,  and  even  liberal.  From  this  aggregate  amount, 
we  think  there  should  be  deducted  a  sum  of  $6,468,608  91, 
which  consists  of  the  reductions  necessary  in  order  to  fix 
the  fiur  value  of  the  assets  on  the  8d  of  March,  1636. 

Under  this  class,  nothing  has  been  claimed,  nor  of  course 
is  it  necessary  to  make  any  deduction  from  the  specie,  for- 
eign  bills  of  exchange,  er  notes  and  debts  of  State  banks. 

From  the  domestic  bills  of  exchange  and  notes  discount- 
ed we  allowed,  as  the  committee  had  done,  the  discount 
for  the  unexpired  time,  amounting  to  $288, 704  81.  From 
this  sum  must  be  deducted  the  amount  of  interest  accrued 
on  loans  up  to  the  3d  of  March,  stated  by  the  committee  at 
$158,880  21,  but  found,  on  examination,  to  amount  to 
$159,649  62,  (Appendix,  No  42,)  leaving  the  sum  of 
$129,054  69  to  bededucted. 

From  the  loans  on  bank  stock  and  other  securities 
the  committee  proposed,  it  has  been  seen,  an  allowance  of 
$296, 110  01,  the  difference  between  the  amount  and  the 
par  value  of  all  loans  under  six  per  cent  interest 

We  approved  of  this  principle,  which  the  committee  (as 
is  seen  by  their  report)  had  been  directed  to  adopt,  of  fix- 
ing the  personal  eflects  and  real  estate  of  the  bank  at  a  cash 
valuation  on  the  3d  of  March,  1 836.  Though  it  appeared 
to  us  just  to  make  this  allowance  on  loans  due  at  no  very 
distant  period,  yet  we  did  not  think  it  ought  to  be  made  in 
one  case  included  amongst  the  loans  in  question ;  this  was 
an  investment  in  bonds  of  the  Ohio  Life  and  Trust  Com- 
pany, to  the  amount  of  $1,000,000,  at  five  per  cent,  re- 
deemable on  the  1st  of  December,  1855,  nearly  twenty 
years  subsequently.  This  investment  having  been  evident- 
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ly  made^  as  was  admitted  by  the  committee,  with  the  ex- 
pectation that  the  bonds  of  this  company  would  be  shortly 
saleable  at  par,  we  suggested  (although  this  expectation 
may  not  be  realized  for  some  years)  that  ninety-four  per 
cent,  in  place  of  eighty-eight  and  a  half  per  cent,  might 
be  a  more  equitable  valuation.  This  would  allow  a  deduc- 
tion of  $60,000,  instead  of  $114,790  44.  Nevertheless, 
being  desirous  to  make  our  general  valuation  on  the  most 
liberal  principles,  we  concluded  to  assent,  as  you  will  per- 
ceive, to  tl>e  entire  deduction  proposed  by  the  committee  on 
this  class  of  all  allowances  which  they  claim. 

We  had  no  means  of  judging  of  Uie  correctness  of  tho 
estimated  loss  on  the  debt  of  the  navy  agent  at  Norfolk  ; 
we  therefore  took  it,  as  stated  in  the  report,  at  $20,072  09. 

The  estimated  loss  on  the  banking-houses,  in  the  report 
of  the  committee,  is,  we  have  seen,  $264,613  51.  We 
have  already  stated  that  the  committee  were  guided,  in 
their  estimates  of  suspended  debu  and  other  real  estate,  by 
the  periodical  valuations ;  but,  in  this  case,  we  find  that 
they  departed  from  that  course,  and  increased  the  amount 
of  loss  beyond  these  semi-annual  statements  to  the  amount 
of  $67, 169  46.  We  also  discovered,  in  the  progress  of  our 
investigations,  that  there  were  material  errors  in  this  ac- 
count, as  will  be  seen  by  a  corrected  exhibit  of  it  among 
the  documents  annexed.  The  cost  of  the  banking-houses 
ought  to  have  been  sUted  at  $780,881  27,  instead  of 
$729,170  68.  Their  valuation  should  have  been 
$666,695  44,  instead  of  $474,667  07;  which,  it  wiU  be 
perceived,  reduces  the  committee^s  estimate  of  loss  from 
$264,513  61  to  $114,635  88,  the  amount  which  is  now- 
to  be  deducted.    (Appendix,  No.  48.) 

The  loss  on  the  suspended  debts  and  real  estate,  as  fixed 
in  the  report,  was  $1,389,479  12.  It  appears  from  the 
explanatory  and  corrected  statements  which  we  obtained  in 
the  progress  of  our  examinations,  and  which  are  among  the 
documents  annexed,  to  have  been  adjusted  subsequently  to 
the  semi-annual  setUement  of  July,  1836,  and  rendered  ap- 
plicable to  the  state  of  their  accounts  of  the  8d  of  March 
preceding,  in  the  following  manner :  The  report  of  the 
committee  states  the  suspended  debts  and  fi>reign  bills  pro- 
tested at  the  amount  of  $2,980, 164  59 ;  as  corrected,  it  is 
$2,881,286  80.  It  states  the  real  esUte  at  $1,488,2 19  21; 
as  corrected,  it  is  $1,480,987  81.  These  explanatoiy  ac- 
counts also  show  the  amount  of  loss  estimated  on  suspend- 
ded  debts  and  foreign  bills  protested  at 

$1,192,665  70 
No  loss  is  estimated  on  the 

real  estate,  but  on  the 

contrary  an  average  gain, 

which  is  deducted  from 

the  above  to  the  amount 

of        -             -            -        111,942  46 
Leaving  the  actual  aver- 
age loss  on  these $1,080,723  24 

To  this  the  committee  ap- 
pear to  have  added  the 

difference  on  account  of 

lorfses  chargeable  to  the 

contingent  fund,  which 

are  stated  in  the  report 

to  have  amounted  on 

the  8d  of  March  to      -  $4,315,128  18 
And  on  the  1st  of  July 

to       -  -  -     4,628,879  06 

Being  an  increased  loss 

to  the  large  amount  of  .^_        308,766  88 

Thus  arriving  at  their  estimate  of  $1,889,479  12 

Although  these  important  discrepancies  do  not,  so  far  as 
we  can  see,  make  any  differ^ce  in  the  final  result  of  esti- 
mated loss,  it  is  apparent  that  they  added  greatly  to  our 
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difficulty   in  forming  any  lattsfactory  valuation  of  these 
effectfl. 

Another  source  of  difficulty  arose  from  the  nature  of  the 
debto  themselves.  They  consisted  of  bills. discounted,  and 
domestic  and  foreign  bills  of  exchange  protested,  as  stated  in 
the  report,  and  of  real  estate  taken  by  the  bank  and  iU  of- 
.fices  in  payment  of  debts.  Of  these  debU  four  fifths,  and 
of  the  real  estate  three  fourths,  were  held  at  nineteen  re- 
mote departments  of  the  bank.  Thus  scattered  over  the 
whole  country,  they  were  utterly  insusceptible  of  any  thing 
like  a  regular  or  detailed  estimate  and  examination  by  us. 
To  ascertain,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  probable  means 
of  payment  possessed  by  numerous  debtors  residing  all 
over  the  Union ;  or  to  fix  the  value  of  innumerable  pieces 
'  of  real  estate,  large  and  small,  in  every  part  of  the  country 
where  the  institution  had  dealings,  viras  manifestly  impos- 
sible ;  nor,  if  the  delay  were  justifiable,  would  even  such  a 
personal  inspection  and  inquiry  as  it  was  alone  in  our 
power  to  make  have  proved  satisfactory.  We  could, 
therefore,  do  nothing  but  adopt  the  valuation  of  the 
bank.  It  appeared  that  examinations  had  been  regularly 
made,  at  the  bank  and  all  the  offices,  at  intervals  of 
six  months,  by  committees  appointed  for  the  purpose ;  that, 
in  these  examinations,  each  of  the  debt^,  and  also  portions 
of  the  real  estate,  were  separately  valued,  and  a  specific 
earn  affixed  to  each  ;  and  that  every  one  was  estimated  at 
the  amount  which  it  was  supposed  would  be  realized  from 
it,  ^er  an  ample  allowance  had  been  made  for  probable 
lOfs  and  expense.  These  periodical  reports,  therefore,  ap- 
peared to  furnish  the  best  attainable  information ;  and,  as 
they  formed  the  basb  of  the  report  of  the  bank,  no  other 
course  was  led  ns  than  to  adopt  the  same  estimate  of  the 
probable  loss.  We  assumed  it,  therefore,  at  the  sum 
stated  by  them,  $1,889,479  12.  From  this,  however,  we 
deducted  the  interest  on  debts  estimated  by  the  various 
.  committees  as  good ;  which  amounted  at  the  bank,  and  at 
the  offices  at  Baltimore,  Richmond,  and  Cincinnati,  and 
its  agency,  to  the  sum  of  $122,733  43.  (Appendix,  Nos. 
46,  47,  48,  49,  60.)  This  leaves  the  deduction  for  loss 
on  the  suspended  debts  and  real  esUte,  $1,263,745  69, 
instead  of  the  sum  stated  in  the  report 

In  regard  to  the  large  deduction  for  bad  debts,  deficien- 
cies, and  disallowances,  amounting  to  $4,636,990  60,  the 
Mune  obserrations  may  be  made  as  on  the  subject  of  the 
suspended  debt  and  real  estate.  The  bad  debts,  stated  to 
be  $4,315,123  18  of  this  sum,  are  in  general  of  the  same 
•or^  and  constitute  those  from  which  the  periodical  com- 
mittees have  supposed  nothing  will  ever  be  realised  ;  as  we 
have  no  means  of  confirming,  so  we  have  none  of  contra- 
dicting, their  opinions,  we  must  take  them,  at  their  esti- 
mate, as  altogether  worthless.  The  deficiencies,  amount- 
ing to  $149,796  94,  are  defalcations  and  losses,  mostly  of 
very  long  standing.  We  have  obtained  a  statement  of 
them,  from  which  their  character  may  be  seen,  and  their 
value  judged  of.  They  are,  like  the  bad  debts,  considered 
as  worthless.     (Appendix,  No.    30.)     The  disallowance 

I  being  a  debt  alleged  to  be  due  from  the  United  States, 

I  amounting  to  $5,267  32,  consists  of  interest  of  seven  per 

cent,  stock  redeemed,  and  a  charge  for  expenses  attending 

I  the  collection  of  the  special  deposite.     (Appendix,  No. 

!  320 

Of  the  expenses,  stated  to  be  $166,803  16,  we  have  not 
been  furnished  with  any  particular  account,  but  were  in- 
formed by  the  committee  that  they  consisted  of  the  salaries 
and  other  charges  and  expenditures  incident  to  the  business 
of  the  institution  and  its  offices.  (Appendix,  No.  32. ) 
It  will  thus  appear  that,  in  forming  our  estimate  of  the 

;  actual  value  of  the  assets  on  the  3d  of  March,  we  have 

'  made  a  deduction  of  $6,463,608  91,  viz  : 
Discount  for  unexpired  time,  less  interest 

I  due  on  loans  up  to  the  3d  March  -    $129,054  69 

!         Diilfercnce  between  amount  and  par  value 


of  loans,  to  bring  them  to  6  per  cent. 

interest          ....  $296,110  01 

Loss  on  debt  of  navy  agent  at  Norfolk     -  20,072  09 

Loss  on  banking-houses             -             -  114,635  88 

Loss  on  suspended  debt  and  real  Cbtaie    -  1,266,745  69 

Loss  on  ba'^  debts  and  expenses                -  4,636,090  60 

$6,463,608,  91 


ets,  on  the  3d 


This  leaves  tlie  actual  value  of  the 
March,  $70,106,784  17. 

Having  thus  stated  our  opinion  of  the  fair  actual  value 
of  the  assets  on  the  3d  March,  1836,  we  proceed  to  show 
what  we  consider  the  actual  liabilities  to  have  been  on  that 
day. 

The  total  amount  of  liabilities,  as  stated  by  the  bank 
committee  in  their  report,  was,  as  has  been  seen, 
$29,253,610  27 

With  regard  to  the  circulation  we  would  remark,  that 
in  this  statement  no  allowance  has  been  made  for  the  prob- 
able gain  on  the  destruction  of  its  notes.  The  amount  of 
nett  circulation  is,  of  course,  the  proper  basis  of  this  esti- 
mate. This  nett  amount  we  find  to  be  variously  given  by 
the  committee.  In  the  report,  it  will  be  perceived  it  is  set 
down  at  $21,109,352  ;  in  the  statement  handed  to  us  sub- 
sequently, it  is  alleged  to  be  $20, 680,485^.  In  order  to  as- 
certain more  satisfactorily  this  important  matter,  we  pro- 
cured from  the  commiitee^  a  statement  of  the  accounts  of 
tlie  bank,  as  they  actually  appeared  on  its  books  upon  the 
dd  March ;  a  view  of  its  affairs  which  would  have  presented, 
in  our  opinion,  a  more  desiraUe  basis  for  the  general  valu- 
ation of  the  assets. 

By  this  statement  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  circu!a- 
tion,  as  it  actually  stood  on  the  books,  was  $23,494, 799  56, 
from  which  wo  deduct  the  amount  of  notes  in  transitu^ 
$3,380,572  00;  which  shows  the  nett  amount  of  notes 
outstanding  and  unredeemed  on  the  3d  of  March,  at 
$20,114,227  66.     (Appendix,  Nos.  18,  34,  36,  and  37.) 

We  are  of  opinion  that  a  very  large  amount  of  profit 
will  finally  arise  from  the  destruction  at  notes,  vrhith.  com- 
pose this  immense  amount  of  circulation.  The  committee 
were  strongly  of  opinion  that  no  allowance  ought  to  be 
made,  on  the  grounds,  both  that  such  gain  would  not  prob- 
ably bo  very  considerable,  and  that  Uie  rate  at  which  it 
was  proposed  to  collect- the  assets  was  so  low  as  to  be  a  full 
equivalent  to  the  United  States  for  not  participating  in  such 
gain,  if  it  accrued.  We  dissented  from  the  committee  on 
both  grounds.  As  to  the  latter,  not  only  were  we  of  opin- 
ion that  the  charges  for  collection  were  far  more  than  ade- 
quate ;  but,  had  they  not  been  so,  it  would  still  have  been 
proper,  in  a  valuation  of  the  assets,  to  assign  to  each  item 
its  real  value,  rather  than  make  the  increase  of  one  an 
equivalent  for  the  deficiency  of  the  other.  That  the  gain 
from  the  destruction  of  the  notes  and  drafts  will  be  very 
considerable  appears  to  us  too  plain  to  be  argued.  The 
immense  extent  of  country  through  which  they  have  been 
diffiised,  the  great  number  that  has  been  issued,  and  the 
vast  proportion  of  those  of  smaller  denominations,  are  cir- 
cumstances which  render  it  certain.  We  endeavored  to  as- 
certain the  denomination  of  the  notes  and  drafts  compristog 
the  circulation,  but  were  unable  to  do  so.  The  committee 
informed  us  that  the  manner  in  which  the  books  of  ths 
banks  were  originally  opened,  and  the  forms  of  the  returns 
required  from  the  officers,  made  it  impossible  to  furnish  us 
with  that  information.  The  fact  that  $10,142,038  had 
been  redeemed,  in  the  interval  which  elapsed  between  the 
termination  of  the  charter  and  the  12th  of  October,  afford- 
ed us  no  guide  by  which  to  form  an  opinion ;  because  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  chartered  by  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  charged  with  the  redemption  of  the  circula- 
tion, continued,  during  that  time,  to  pay  out  the  notes  ori- 
ginally issued  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  chartered 
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bj  CongroM.  (Ajppendix,  No.  26.)  The  only  evidence 
on  the  subject,  derived  from  the  bank,  was  the  allowance 
made  by  the  committee  of  six  directors  appointed  to  make 
the  valuation  of  the  debts  and  effects  of  the  institution. 
They  fixed  the  probable  gain  from  this  cause  at  $300,000, 
about  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  nett  circulation^n 
the  3d  March.  This  voluntary  admission,  on  the  part  of 
the  bank,  so  clearly  establishes  the  justice  and  propriety  of 
a  large  allowance  on  the  outstanding  circulation,  that  no 
difierenoe  of  opinion  can  exist,  except  in  reference  to  the 
amount  at  which  this  gain  ought  to  be  estimated. 

We  consider  the  sum  of  #300,000,  proposed  at  first  by 
the  committee,  so  entirely  inadequate,  that  we  thought  it 
expedient  to  procure  for  our  better  guidance  the  experience 
of  the  first  national  bank.  Through  the  politeness  of  its 
agent,  we  ascertained  that,  exclusive  of  post  notes  used  as 
bills  of  exchange,  the  notes  of  that  institution,  in  circular 
tion  at  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  amounted  to 
$0,562,791 ;  and  that,  on  the  close  of  its  concerns  by  or- 
der of  a  court  of  chancery,  in  the  year  1822,  there  still  re- 
mained outstanding  and  unredeemed  $203,691,  equal  to  a 
nett  gain  of  three  and  one  tenth  per  cent.  (Appendiit, 
No.  64.)  The  much  smaller  circulation  of  that  institu- 
tion ;  the  fact  that  it  refrained  from  issuing  any  notes  of  a 
leas  denomination  than  ten  dollars,  except  for  a  very  short 
period  ;  and  the  greatly  less  extensive  range  of  country  over 
which  they  were  diffused,  would  make  a  similar  allowance 
for  the  bank  less  liberal,  perhaps,  than  it  ought  to  be.  We 
should,  upon  this  point,  as  well  as  upon  oSien,  have  aba- 
ted to  some  extent  our  valuations,  in  order  to  have  arrived 
at  a  mutual  agreement ;  but  we  should  have  consented 
most  reluctantly  to  estimate  the  gain  on  the  circulation  at 
less  than  $600,000.  We  accordingly  deduct  this  amount 
from  the  liabilities. 

The  unclaimed  dividends  also  form  a  probable  source  of 
gain,  which,  though  small  in  comparison  as  to  amount,  is 
equally  probable,  according  to  experience,  with  that  on  the 
loss  of  bank  notes.  On  the  3d  March,  1836,  the  amount 
on  hand  was  $253,037  43.  We  were  unable  to  obtain  a 
statement  of  the  payments  that  had  been  since  made  on  ac- 
count of  these  dividends.  The  returns  from  the  offices  ap- 
peared not  to  distinguish  between  those  and  the  subsequent 
dividends.  Accordbg  to  an  estimate  furnished  to  us  by 
the  committee,  about  $218,597  43  have  been  paid  since 
the  3d  March.  (Appendix,  No.  18.)  We  therefore  take 
their  statements,  and  make  a  deduction  of  $36,000  from 
the  liabilities  for  gain  from  this  source. 

It  will  thus  appear  that,  in  forming  an  estimate  of  the 
actual  liabilities  on  the  3d  March,  we  have  made  a  deduc- 
tion for  gain  from  the  destruction  of  bank  notes  $600,000 
(Hon  frem  dividends  remaining  unclaimed        -      86,000 


In  all 


$686,X)00 


This  leaves  the  actual  amount  of  the  liabilities  on  the  3d 
March,  1836,  $28,618,610  27.  Deducting  these  liabili- 
ties from  the  estimated  actual  value  of  the  assets,  which 
has  been  stated  above,  viz :  $70,106,784  17,  it  leaves  the 
estimated  value  of  the  capital  stock  $41,488,173  90,  equal 
to  $118  63  per  share  on  the  3d  March,  1836. 

The  only  point  that  remained  was,  what  allowance  was 
to  be  considered  as  proper  for  the  risk  and  expense  of  the 
bank  in  making  the  collections. 

It  has  already  been  seen  that  such  deductions  have  been 
made  from  the 'amount  of  the  assets,  which  bear  different 
rates  of  interest,  and  are  payable  at  different  times,  as  make 
them  equal  to  cash  on  the  3d  March,  1836 ;  and,  of  course, 
the  amount  to  be  collected  ought  to  bear  six  per  cent,  in- 
terest from  that  day,  after  allowing  to  the  institution  a  fair 
commission  for  the  risk  and  expenses  of  collection.  It  has 
also  been  seen  that  deductions  have  been  made  to  the  full 
amount  of  the  probable  loss,  where  it  could  be  estimated 


upon  any  reasonable  grounds ;  of  course,  the  commissions 
for  risk  and  expenses  of  collection  ought  to  be  regulated  ac- 
cordingly. 

There  are  two  modes  of  making  thi&  allowance,  both  of 
which  we  suggested  to  the  committee,  and  either  may  be 
adopted.  A  specific  estimate  may  be  made  of  such  com- 
mission, on  the  several  items  to  be  collected,  as  will  afford' 
a  reasonable  compensaiioil  for  risk  and  expense ;  whichf 
we  have  seen,  is  the  course  adopted  in  the  report  of  the 
bank ;  or  an  extension  of  the  time  of  paying  over  the  as- 
sets to  the  United  States,  with  a  reduction  of  the  rate  of  in- 
terest below  six  per  cent,  equivalent  to  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation, may  be  allowed. 

If  the  first  course  be  adopted,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
bank  ought  to  allowed  a  sum  of  $1,034,005  40,  for  the  risk 
and  expenses  of  collection. 

It  has  been  seen  that  it  claimed  nothing  on  the  specie, 
bonds  and  mortgages,  foreign  bills  of  exchange,  and  debt 
due  from  the  navy  agent  at  Norfolk. 

For  the  collection  of  the  cash  notes  and  debts  of  the  State 
banks,  a  charge  was  made  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  whole 
amount  held  by  the  bank,  viz:  $7,188,181  80;  although 
it  was,  at  the  same  time,  indebted  to  the  State  banks  in  the 
sum  of  $2,266,003  78,  which  reduced  the  amount  to  be 
actually  collected  to  $4,933,178  02. 

We  cannot  see  the  propriety  of  any  allowance  for  the 
colleclion  of  debts  of  this  sort  They  were  equal  to  cash ; 
and,  indeed,  the  committee  stated  to  us,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  documents  annexed,  (Appendix,  No.  18,)  that  they 
had  been  all  assumed  by  the  new  bank,  and  were  to  be  con- 
sidered as  collected  and  paid. 

The  charges  made  by  the  bank  for  the  guaranty  and  ex- 
penses of  collecting  loans  and  bills  discounted  on  personal 
security,  and  on  stocks  and  domestic  bills  of  exchange, 
were,  as  has  been  stated,  $1,042,696  61.  On  examinuig 
and  classifying  these  debts,  the  following  arrangement 
seems  to  us  more  correct  than  that  stated  in  the  report  of 
the  committee : 

1.  Loans  on  stocks  and  other  securities,  and  bank  obliga- 
tions, (Appendix,  Nos.  20  and  29 :) 
On  bank  stock   -  -  $3,063,015  7^ 

On  other  securities  and 

bank  obligations  -  17,210,667  90 

Add  this  part  of  Ohio  Life 
and  Trust  bonds,  subse- 
quently received  -        600,000  00 


Deduct  amount  of  contin- 
gent interest,  (Appen- 
dix, No.  61  ;)  account 
alleged  to  be  included 
in  the  above   - 


20,863,683  62 


626,446  82 


Amount  stated  in  the  report        -  -  $20,387, 186  80 

Deduct  this  amount,  which  we  find  to  be 

on  personal  security,  taken  in  sale  of 

debto  at  the  office        ...        768,468  68 


19,568,668  17 
To  this  amount  we  add  the  sales  of  the 
active  debts  at  New  Orleans  and  Mobile, 
not  completed  on  3d  March,  1836         -    4,516^332  60 


Which  makes  these  loans  amount  to        -  $24,086,000  77 

2.  Bills  discounted  on  personal  security 

are  stated  at    -  -  -  -$17,169,822  20 

To  this  amount  we  add  the  personal  secu- 
rity, deducted  as  above     .       -  -         768,468  63 


Which  makes 


-    17,928,290  88 
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And  from  this  we  deduct  the  hank  securi- 
ties subsequently  received,  for  sales  of 
the  active  debt  at  New  Orleans  and 
Mobile,  as  above,  (Appendix,  No.  20)   $4,516,832  60 

Which  makes  the  amount  of  bills  discoun- 
^     ted  on  personal  security  -  -$13,411,958  23 


3.  Bills  of  exchan^,  as  stated,  amount  to  $16,413,144  26 

Our  views  as  to  an  allowance  for  risk  and  expenses  of 
collecting  these  sums  we  now  proceed  to  state  : 

1.  Loans  on  stock  and  other  securities,  and  hank  obli- 
gntiont,  $24,086,000  77.  With  every  disposition  to  make 
a  suitable  idlowance  for  any  responsibility  incurred  or 
agency  rendered  in  collecting  the  assets  of  the  bank,  we 
cannot  perceive  that  any  demand  exists,  worth  apprecia- 
ting, in  the  case,  of  these  loans. 

More  than  three  millions  of  this  amount  are  secured  hy 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and,  additionally, 
by  the  responsibili^  of  the  borrowers.  Twelve  millions  of 
these  loans  are  debts  of  respectable  banking  institutions, 
equally  secure  as  their  notes  in  circulation.  For  the  resi- 
due tike  bank  holds  personal  liabilities,  with  collateral 
pledges  of  stock  and  other  securities ;  of  these,  four  millions 
were  payable  in  forty-four  days  and  a  half  from  the  3d  of 
March,  1836;  and  the  solidity  of  the-  remainder  may  be 
inferred  Irom  the  fact  that  nearly  two  millions  of  it  are 
loaned  at  the  low  rate  of  five  per  cent,  interest.  (Appendix, 
Nos.  20,  88,  89.) 

If  any  loans  can  be  characterized  as  secure,  these  must 
be  of  that  description  ;  and,  in  regard  to  the  trouble  of  col- 
lecting such  debts,  it  is  well  known  to  be  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  banking  business,  and  always  cheerfully  rendered 
gratuitously.  We  therefore  cannot  think  that  any  claim 
Sot  guaranty  and  collection  exists ;  but  if  it  could  be  rea- 
sonably alleged,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  allowances 
which  we  consider  justly  due  amount  to  $1,034,005  40, 
while  the  abatement  in  interest  to  which  we  were  wilUng 
to  assent  was  equal  to  $1,244,645  81 ;  leaving  an  excess 
of  allowance,  to  cover  this  and  all  ether  claims,  of 
$210,689  91. 

2.  Discounts  on  personal  security,  $13,411,968  23. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  of  these  debts,  for  guaranty  and  collection,  ought 
to  be  allowed,  in  the  manner  adopted  by  the  bank  in  its 
sales  of  similar  debts  at  its  offices ;  that  is  to  say,  by  an 
equivalent  deduction  in  the  rate  of  interest.  This  allow- 
ance will  amount  to  $336,298  96.   (Appendix,  No.  41.) 

3.  Domestic  bills  of  exchange,  $16,413,144  26.  It  is 
believed  that  inland  bills  are  estimated  by  banks  to  involve 
less  risk  than  any  other  business  paper ;  we  therefore  think 
that  the  guaranty  should  be  much  lower  than  on  discounted 
notes ;  but,  as  a  small  portion  of  these  bills  may  have  been 
paid  at  inconvenient  places,  we  suggest  an  allowance  of 
two  per  cent,  for  guaranty  and  collection,  to  be  adjusted 
on  the  principle  already  mentioned  in  the  case  of  discount- 
ed notes.     This  allowance  will  amount  to  $328,262  88. 

The  charge  made  by  the  committee,  of  $453,585  70, 
for  the  collection  of  suspended  debt  and  real  estate,  we 
consider  too  high.  We  have,  however,  already  stated  the 
difficulties  in  which  these  subjects  are  involved,  and  we  are 
therefore  disposed,  under  such  peculiar  circumstances,  to 
accede  to  the  rate  of  commission  proposed  by  the  commit- 
tee, and  to  allow  fifteen  per  cent,  fur  guaranty  and  expen- 
ses of  collection  on  the  amount  of  suspended  debt  and  real 
estate,  the  value  of  which  yet  depends  upon  estimates. 
These  assets  are  estimated  by  the  committee  at  $3,023,904  68, 
which  valuation  has  been  reduced,  as  already  noticed, 
by  the  transfer  of  $51,160  69  to  banking-houses,  to  the 
sum  of  $2,972,743  99.  We  have  ascertained  that,  of  the 
amount  of  real  estate  estimated,  there  has  been  realized  by 


sales  the  sum  of  $628,290  85,  which  is  of  course  to  be 
deducted,  and  reduces  the  value  of  the  amount  to  be  col- 
lected to  $2,344,453  14.  Upon  this  sum  it  is  proposed  to 
allow  fifteen  per  cent,  or  $351,667  96;  on  the  amount 
sold,  though  partly  for  cash,  as  well  as  on  the  interest  on 
gc%a  debts,  heretofore  noticed,  amounting  to  $122,783  43, 
it  is  proposed  to  allow  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  or 
$18,775  60 ;  making  the  allowance  under  this  head  amount 
to  the  sum  of  $370,448  56. 

The  liberality  of  these  allowances  will  be  made  more 
manifest,  if  reference  be  had  to  the  view  taken  by  the 
committee  in  their  report  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  sev- 
eral classes  of  doubtful  and  desperate  debts.  These  amount, 
in  the  aggregate,  to  $8,882,410  55,  which  the  commit' 
tee  bring  down  to  the  comparatively  small  value  of 
$2,570,318  98.  Although,  for  the  reasons  already  as- 
signed, we  are  unable  to  form  an  opinion  on  satisfttctoij 
grounds,  yet  we  cannot  avoid  thinking  that  debts  of  audi 
variety  and  magnitude  must  eventually  realize  a  larger  pro- 
portion. 

It  thus  appears  that,  as  an  allowance  for  collecting  the 
amount  of  assets  remaining,  after  all  estimated  losses  were 
deducted,  we  propose  the  sum  of  $1,084,005  40,  viz: 
2  per  cent,  on  domestic  bills         -  -     $328,262  88 

2}  per  cent  on  discounts  on  personal  se- 
curity ....       335,298  96 
15  per  cent,  on  suspended  debt  and  real  es- 
tate on  hand    -  -  -         .-       351,667  96 
2|  per  cent  on  sales  of  real  estate  and  in- 
terest on  good  debts     -  -  -  18,775  60 

$1,034,005  40 


If,  therefore,  a  full  allowance  be  made  to  the  bank  to 
this  amount,  for  all  charges  and  expenses  of  collection,  and 
the  same  is  deducted  from  the  ascertained  nett  value  of  tiie 
asseU,  viz:  $41,488,173  90,  or  $118  53  per  share,  it  wiU 
fix  the  cash  value  of  the  assets  of  the  bank,  on  the  Sd  of 
March,  1836,  at  $40,454,168  50,  equal  to  $1 15  58  pershars^ 
subject  to  six  per  cent  interest  from  that  time  until  paid. 

Should  the  other  mode  of  making  the  allowance  be 
adopted,  (that  is,  the  time  of  payment  extended,  and  the 
rate  of  interest  diminished,)  this  deduction  proposed,  of 
$1,034,006  40,  would  not  be  made  from  the  assets,  but  its 
equivalent  given  on  the  cash  valuation  of  $118  53,  in  a 
credit  of  one,  two,  three,  and  four  years  from  the  3d  of 
March  last,  at  the  reduced  rate  of  interest  of  five  per  cent 

4.  Having  thus  given  our  views  on  the  subject  of  valu- 
ation, we  proceed  to  the  only  remaining  point,  the  terms 
and  mode  of  payment  We  remarked  to  the  committee, 
that  their  report  fixed  the  cash  value  of  the  share,  on  the 
8d  of  March,  1836,  at  $111  47  each,  but  it  did  not  state 
the  terms  of  settlement ;  and  we  wished  to  know  the  period 
of  payment  contemplated,  the  rate  of  interest,  and  the  se- 
curity which  it  was  their  intention  to  propose.  They  were 
desirous  that  no  payment  should  be  required  eariier  than 
the  year  1838 ;  but,  on  our  objecti)ig  to  this  long  poet^ 
ponement,  they  finally  stated  that  it  would  not  be  con- 
venient fur  the  bank  to  commence  payments  till  September 
next;  and  that  they  would  give  $111  47,  with  forty  cents 
additional,  per  share,  for  the  error  in  the  valuation  of  bank- 
ing-houses, in  all  $111  87,  in  four  equal  payments:  in 
September,  1837,  1838,  1889,  and  1840,  with  ^ye  per 
cent,  interest,  to  be  secured  by  the  bonds  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  chartered  by  Pennsylvania.  They  did, 
indeed,  subsequently  inform  us  that  the  bank  would  be 
willing  (if  preferred)  te  transfer  portions  of  its  property  in 
actual  payment,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent;  as,  for  in- 
stance, the  bonds  of  the  Ohio  Life  and  Trust  Company, 
already  referred  to,  and  the  suspended  debts  and  real  estate, 
at  their  respective  valuations,  as  given  in  the  report.  In 
regard  to  these  proposals  we  stat^ : 
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lit.  As  to  the  security,  it  was  a  matter  which  most  be 
left  entirely  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

2d.  As  to '  the  credit,  it  was  unusually  long,  being  equa 
to  three  years ;  yet,  in  consideration  of  its  convenience  to 
the  bank  and  the  commercial  community,  it  might  be 
agreed  to. 

3d.  As  to  the  interest  of  five  per  cent,  proposed,  it 
was  under  the  lowest  market  rate,  and,  if  acceded  to,  it 
must,  of  course,  to  that  extent  influence  the  valuation  of 
the  stock.  In  the  present  state  of  money  matters,  the  use 
of  money,  at  the  established  and  usually  current  rate  of  six 
per  cent.,  could  not  fail  to  be  profitable.  In  bringing  all 
the  loans  of  the  bank,  on  the  3d  of  March,  to  six  per  cent, 
by  a  deduction  of  $296,110,  01,  the  inference  was  obvious 
and  reasonable  that  the  Treasury  was  justly  entitled  to  the 
like  interest. 

The  principle  and  practice  of  the  bank,  as  evinced  in  the 
sale  of  its  important  branches,  had  been  to  make  no  other 
allowance  for  guaranty  and  collection  than  the  advantage 
found  in  the  credit  and  rate  of  interest.  (See  Appendix, 
No.  41.)  The  debts  at  these  ofiices,  amounting  to  more 
than  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  had  been  sold  by  the  bank 
at  their  par  vahie,  without  any  actual  deduction  for  the  risk 
and  expense  of  collection.  Nearly  six  milHons  had  been 
dispoeed  of  to  respectable  banks,  on  a  credit  of  one,  two, 
three,  and  four  years,  at  six  per  cent,  interest;  five  millions 
had  been  disposed  of  on  the  like  security  and  credit,  at  five 
per  cent  interest,  equal  to  an  allowance  of  two  and  a  half 
per  cent ;  and  it  will  be  seen  diat  the  average  of  these  en- 
tire sales  did  not  exceed  an  abatement  of  one  and  two  fifths 
per  cent.,  equal  to  a  credit  of  one  year  and  two  fifths  at 
five  per  cent. 

It  will  not  be  pretended  that  the  active  debts  remaining, 
ttid  which  chiefly  depend  at  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and 
Boston,  are  of  an  inferior  character  to  ihe  debts  adverted 
to  at  the  various  offices,  which  rested  exclusively  on  person- 
al security.  It  may,  therefore,  be  presumed  that  the  debts 
on  which  we  have  consented  to  make  such  liberal  allow- 
ance for  the  risk  and  expense  of  collection  might  have 
been  sold  on  equally  favorable  conditions  at  that  period. 
Is  it  not  reasonable  that  their  adjustment  now  should  con- 
form to  the  course  pursued  at  those  numerous  sales  ?  It 
therefore  results  in  this  case,  which  is  strictly  analogous, 
that  no  abatement  below  the  lowest  current  rate  of  six  per 
cent  interest  ought  to  be  granted,  unless  it  be  applied  to 
liquidate  the  various  allowances  proposed  for  the  collection 
of  the  assets. 

The  deductions  recommended  amount,  as  has  been  sta- 
ted, to  $1,034,  006  40,  which  is  about  two  and  a  half  per 
cent  on  $41,488, 173  90,  the  estimated  value  of  the  assets. 
This  is  equivalent,  in  the  mode  suggested,  to  a  credit  of 
two  and  a  half  years,  or  $118  53  per  share,  (Appendix, 
Nos.  1,  53,)  payable  in  one,  two,  three,  and  four  years 
from  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  with  five  per  cent  interest. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  terms  proposed  by  the  committee, 
of  eighteen,  thirty,  forty- two,  and  fifty-four  months,  be- 
ing an  average  credit  of  three  years  at  five  per  cent,  are 
equal  to  three  per  cent  abatement,  instead  of  two  and  a 
half.  This  would  authorize  an  increase  of  one  half  of  one 
per  cent.,  or  fifty -nine  cents,  making  the  shares  worth 
$119  13 ;  but  it  was  so  desurable  to  produce  a  mi\tual  agree- 
ment as  to  price  and  terms,  that  this  addition  would  not 
have  been  insisted  upon. 

The  committee  .would  not  consent  that  this  abatement 
from  the  current  rate  of  interest  should  be  thus  estimated 
and  appropriated.  They  were,  however,  unable  to  suggest 
the  slightest  objection  to  our  views,  other  than  by  alleging 
that  the  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  chartered 
by  Pennsylvania,  bearing  five  per  cent,  interest,  could  be 
easily  disposed  of  at  par;  an  opinion  in  which  we  could  not 
concur,  and  which  was  strikingly  at  variance  with  the  es- 
timate of  the  committee  themselves,  of  eighty-eight  and  a 


half  per  cent  as  the  value  of  the  bonds  of  the  Ohio  Life 
and  Trust  Company,  vrith  the  like  interest  of  five  per  cent 

Our  b^gt  efforts  were  used,  ineffectually,  to  induce  the 
committee  to  assent  to  this  equitable  anangement,  which 
was  conceived  to  be  liberal  in  reference  to  the  existing  state 
and  prospects  of  the  money  market,  and  just  and  reasona- 
ble from  its  conformity  to  the  practice  of  the  bank.  Their 
acquiescence  on  this  point  would,  in  all  probability,  have  ^ 
produced  an  agnreement  as  to  a  fixed  price  and  terms  for 
the  shares  belonging  to  the  Government.  The  only  other 
important  difference,  the  gain  on  the  notes  in  circulation, 
might  have  been  settled  in  the  equitable  mode  suggested- by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  that  is,  to  estimate  all  notes 
not  redeemed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1 888,  as  lost,  and  settle 
accordingly,  vrith  an  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  contribute  proportionally  to  subsequent  demands. 

Having  thus,  in  the  progress  of  our  various  conferences, 
submitted  to  the  committee  the  views  on  the  whole  subject 
which  have  been  herein  so  fully  explained,  we  regretted  to 
find  them  immoveable,  and  apparently  resolved  not  to  de- 
part in  any  degree  from  the  deductions,  charges,  and  valua- 
tions, set  forth  in  their  report,  in  regard  to  matters  where- 
in accuracy  was,  according  to  our  conception,  evidently  un- 
attainable ;  and,  consequently,  that  it  was  not  praeticable 
for  us  to  agree  with  them  in  one  detailed  view  of  the  sub- 
ject. It  is  proper,  however,  to  add,  that  the  committee^ 
at  our  last  interview,  offered  the  arbitrary  sum  of  $1 13  44 
per  share,  and  gave  such  intimations  as  induced  us  to  think 
that  they  would  have  advanced  to  $115  per  share,  on  an 
average  credit  of  three  years,  with  ^ve  per  cent  interest 
from  the  8d  of  March,  1836,  if  such  a  proposition  would 
have  induced  our  concurrence.  We  could  not  feel  our- 
selves justified  in  this  great  concession,  though  disposed  to 
have  yielded  much,  even  against  our  own  judgment,  firom 
an  earnest  desire  to  be  instrumental  in  effecting  a  satisfac- 
tory arrangement,  and  in  adjusting  all  unsettled  accounts  be- 
tween the  Government  and  dbe  late  Bank  of  the  United  Statea. 

The  committee  were  informed,  at  our  first  interview,  and 
also  at  our  last  meeting,  that,  preliminary  to  a  final  adjust- 
ment of  this  interest,  the  Treasury  Department  would  re- 
quire that  the  bank  should  pay  that  portion  of  the  dividend 
on  the  stock  of  the  United  States  which  bad  been  with- 
held for  damages  on  the  draft  drawn  upon  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, retaining  only  the  actual  expenses  incurred.  The 
feet  that  we  had  been  unsuccessful  in  arranging  the  impor- 
tant object  of  our  conferences  precluded  us  from  ascertain- 
ing very  distinctly  the  views  of  the  committee,  which,  as 
&r  as  communicated,  were,  in  substance,  that  the  sum  had 
already  been  passed  into  the  profit  and  loss  account  of  the 
bank,  and  must  there  remain. 

It  was  understood  that  the  interest  of  the  Government 
in  the  late  Bank  of  Columbia,  and  in  the  special  depositee 
held  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  ^  which  an  ac- 
count is  among  the  documents  annexed,  might  be  easily 
adjusted.     (Appendix,  No.  55.) 

The  circumstances  under  which  the  aflairs  of  the  late 
bank  have  been  presented  to  our  consideration ;  the  varie- 
ty, extent,  and  dispersed  nature  of  many  of  its  concerns ; 
the  necessity  of  conjectural  estimates  of  effects,  great  in 
magnitude  and  value,  in  place  of  their  simple  and  easy  as- 
certainment firom  actual  results,  involved  difficulties  which 
would  seem  to  render  material  errors  in  valuations  altogeth- 
er inevitable. 

It  is  obvious,  if  the  report  of  the  committee  (transmitted 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  10th  September, 
1836)  had  been  accompanied  with  a  statement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  late  bank,  brought  up  to  the  |ame  period, 
that  the  valuations  and  various  allowances  might  have 
been  adopted  and  regulated  with  comparative  ease,  satis- 
faction, and  accuracy.  Adjusted  accounts  of  the  transac- 
tions of  the  bank,  for  six  months  subsequent  to  the  8d 
March,  would  have  corrected  many  errors,  and  precluded 
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the  oeceanty  of  the  explanatory  statements  xequired.  The 
immense  balances  existing  under  the  title  of  « debts  due 
to  and  from  the  bank  and  offices  to  each  other/'  and  con- 
stituting a  liability  to  a  large  amount  to  be  deducted  from 
the  assets,  would  have  entirely  disappeared,*or  have  been 
so  materially  reduced  as  to  be  susceptible  of  convenient  ex- 
planation. The  amount  of  dividends  likely  to  remain  un- 
claimed might  have  been  more  satisfactorily  ascertained ; 
and  the  chief  part  of  the  entire  efifecto  of  the  bank  having 
been  sold  or  matured,  no  difficulty  or  discordance  would 
have  been  experienced  in  fixing  their  true  value.  The 
amounts  of  real  estate  and  of  suspended  debts  since  real- 
ized would  have  been  a  useful  guide  whereby  to  test  the 
correctness  of  the  periodical  estiauttes ;  and  the  expenses 
thereon  would  have  indicated  the  amount  of  commissions 
suitable  for  collecting  the  residue.  The  notes  discounted 
on  personal  seenrity,  the  domestic  bills  of  ei  change,  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  the  loans  at  interest,  having  reach- 
ed maturity,  regular  accounts  would  have  shown  the  por- 
tion of  these  debts  which  it  was  impracticable  to  collect, 
the  conditions  of  renewal,  and  the  prospects  of  final  pay- 
ment ;  thereby  exhibiting  clearly  the  value  of  the  risk  in- 
volved, and  the  deductions  consequently  appropriate  for  the 
collection  of  these  obligations. 

It  is  also  evident,  that  if  the  books  of  the  late  bank  had 
been  posted  up  since  the  3d  March,  the  debts  to  it  settled 
as  they  became  due,  the  claims  upon  it  paid,  and  the  busi- 
ness wound  up,  without  being  mixed  with  that  of  the  new 
institution,  its  accounts  would  have  clearly  shoiyn  what 
portion  of  the  property  outstanding  on  the  8d  March,  of 
which  the  United  States  own  nearly  one  fifth,  had  been 
since  received,  and  what  portion  of  the  liabilities  then  ex- 
isting had  been  since  paid;  an  adjustment  of  the  sum 
vrhidi  the  Government  ought  to  receive  by  way  of  divi- 
dend, and  an  arrangement,  relative  to  future  payments, 
might  have  been  made  with  acarcely  any  difficulty ;  and 
there  would,  in  such  case,  have  been  no  necessity  either 
for  the  committee  or  ourselves  to  make  that  matter  of  argu- 
ment, which  should  have  been  simply  matter  of  examiner 
tion  and  fact. 

We  have  not  £uled  to  advert  to  the  valuations  of  the 
stock  of  the  bank  made  on  other  occasions,  and  to  which 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  particularly  invited  our  aV 
tention;  (Appendix,  No.  13;^  and  we  also  submitted 
these  estimates  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  of  the 
bank.  It  appears,  by  the  report  of  the  special  agent  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  3d  November,  1883,  that  the  value  of 
the  stock  of  the  bank  was  more  than  30  per  cent,  above 
par ;  (Appendix,  No.  66  ;}  and  according  to  the  estimate 
of  a  committee  of  the  bank,  on  the  3d  January,  1833,  its 
value  was  33  per  cent.  (Appendix,  No.  57.)  The  sur- 
plus profits  realized  since  January,  1833,  appear  to  exceed 
two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  or  7  per  cent.,  (Appen- 
dix, No.  58,)  which  would  increase  the  first  estimate  to 
37  per  cent,  and  make  the  valuation  of  the  committee  of 
the  bank,  in  1833,  equal,  at  this  time,  to  30  per  cent.,  or 
$130  per  shue. 

Very  respectfully,  Ac.  H.  D.  GILPIN. 

JOHN  WHITE. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Appendix  to  the  report  of  the  eommitaionere  appointed  to 
settle  the  daima  of  the  United  States  against  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States. 

1.  Statement  of  the  value  of  the  bank  stock  on  tlie  3d 
March^  1836,  by  the  commissioners. 

COKBBSPOHDBXCX. 

3.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  president  of  the 

bank,  35th  June,  183U. 
3.  The  president  of  the  bank  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  35th  July,  1836. 


4.  Resolution  of  the  directors  of  the  bank,endoeed  in  No.  3. 

5.  The  president  of  the  bank  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  10th  September,  1836. 

6.  The  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  to  the  president  of  the 

bank,  19th  September,  1886. 

7.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  president  of  the 

bank,  30th  September,  1835. 

8.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  commissioners, 

31st  September,  1836. 
t.  The  commissioners  to  the  president  of  the  bank,  39th 
September,  1836. 

10.  The  cashier  of  the  bank  to  the  commiasionerB,  30th 

September,  1836. 

11.  The  commissioners  to  the  committee  of  the  bank,  30th 

September,  1836. 

13.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  commiBsumers, 

6th  October,  1836. 
18.  Points  of  inquiry  suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  proposed  accordingly. 

14.  The  commissioners  to  the  committee  of  the  bank,  1 1th 

October,  1836. 

15.  The  conunittee  of  the  bank  to  the  comnissbners^  13th 

October,  1836. 

16.  The  commissioners  to  the  committee  of  the  bank,  18th 

October,  1836. 

17.  The  committee  of  the  bank  to  the  commissioners,  19th 

October,  1836. 

18.  Reply  of  the  committee  of  the  bank  to  the  points  of 

inquiry  proposed  by  the  commissioners. 

19.  The  commissioners  to  the  committee  of  the  bank,  re- 

questing  a  dividend  of  the  assets,  30th  October,  1 836. 

30.  The  committee  of  the  bank  to  the  commissioners,  38th 

October,  1836. 

31.  The  commissioners  to  the  committee  of  the  bank,  4th 

November,  1836. 
38.  Additional  points  of  inquiry  proposed  by  the  commis- 
sioners. 

33.  The  committee  of  the  bank  to  the  commissioners,  16th 

November,  1836. 

34.  The  commissioners  to  the  committee  of  the  bank,  19th 

December,  1836. 

35.  The  committee  of  the  bank  to  the  commissioners,  30th 

December,  1836. 

36.  Reply  of  the  committee  of  the  bank  to  the  additional 

points  of  inquiry  proposed  by  the  commissionerB. 

37.  Reconcilement  of  apparent  deficienciea  in  loes  in  sus- 

pended debt  and  real  estate. 

38.  Statement  of  loss  chargeable  to  the  contingent  fund, 

in  March  and  July,  1886. 

39.  Reconcilement  of  the  New  Orleans  office  account. 
80.  Account  of  deficiencies. 

31.  Final  points  of  inquiry  proposed  by  the  commissioners 

to  the  committee  of  the  bank. 
33.  Reply  of  the  committee  of  the  bank  to  the  final  points 

of  inquiry  proposed  by  the  commissioners. 

noCUKSHTS. 

33.  Resolutions  of  the  bank,  transferring  its  property,  on 

the  2d  March,  1836,  (transmitted  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.) 

34.  Report  of  the  committee  of  the  bank,  on  the  value  of 

ito  capital  stock  on  the  3d  March,  1836. 

35.  State  of  the  bank,  as  compiled  by  the  committee  from 

office  returns,  near  the  3d  March,  1836,  and  made 
the  basis  of  their  report. 

36.  State  of  the  bank,  as  it  actually  stood  on  the  books  oi 

the  bank  on  the  8d  March,  1 836. 

37.  Comparative  view  of  the  state  of  the  bank,  as  given  in 

statements  No.  35  and  No.  36,  (furnished  by  com- 
missioners. ) 

38.  Loans  at  interest  on  stocks  and  other  securities. 

89.  Loans  at  interest  on  bank  obligations  received  for  debts 
at  offices. 
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40.  Loans  at  intereit,  and  periods  when  payable,  (furnish- 

ed by  oommiasionerB.) 

41.  Sales  of  active  debts  at  the  offices,  (fnnushed  by  com- 

misaioneis.) 

42.  Corrected  account  of  interest  accrued  on  loans  up  to 

3d  March,  1836,  (fumishod  by  commissioners.) 

43.  Costs  and  sales  of  banking-houses. 

44.  Corrected  account^f  cost  ioid  sales  of  banking-houses. 

45.  Suspended  debts  and  real  estate,  with  the  estimated 

probable  loss  adopted  in  July,  1836,  and  applied  to 
3d  March,  1836. 

Losses  on  suspended  debt  in  July,  1884,  1836,  and 
1836,  and  statement  of  interest  on  good  debts,  (fur- 
nished by  the  commissioners.) 

Comparative  view  of  probable  loss  at  the  bank  in  July, 

1884,  and  January,  1836. 

Similar  view  for  January  and  July,  1885. 

Similar  view  for  July,  1836,  and  January,  1886. 


46 


47. 

48. 
48. 


50. 
61. 
62. 

58. 

64. 
65. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 


Similar  view  for  January  and  July,  1836. 
Statement  of  contingent  interest  account. 
Domestic  bills  of  exchange,  near  to  3d  March,  1836, 

and  whoB  jpayable,  (furnished  by  commissioners.) 
Statement  q(  nett  surplus  profits,  (furnished  by  CMa- 

missioners.) 
Statement  of*^  profit  on  circulation  realized  by  the  first 

Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Statement  of  special  depositee  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 

United  Sutes. 
Valuation,  by  the  agent  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  capital 

stock  on  the  2d  November,  1882. 
Valuation,  by  the  bank,  of  its  capital  stodL  on  the  2d 

Januaiy,  1833. 
Statement  of  surplus  profits  since  2d  January,  1633, 

(fur]>ished  by  commissioners.'^ 
Statement  of  the  nett  profits  ot  the  late  Bank  of  the 

United  States. 


No.   1. 


Statement  of  the  value  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
'  miesioners  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  investigate  its  affairs* 


Amount  of 


Bills  discouDtsd  on  peraonal  sacurttjr, 
DomesUc  bills  of  ezchan^  - 
Loans  on  ■Uiclcs,  on  other  MCuriUes,  and  \ 
bank  oblintions,    ...  5 

Suspended  debt  and  real  Mtaie, 


•638^86 
8,344,463  14 

#2,972,743  99 


69, 


Amount  since  sold, 
Amount  on  hand. 

Total  value, 

Interest  on  "  good 

Banking-houses  sold. «« 

NavT  agent  at  Norfolk, 

Bonos  and  mortgages, 

Foreign  bills  of  exchange,    • 

Due  by  State  banks,  .  •  .  ■ 

State  bank  notes,       .  -  .  . 

Specie,  .  .  .  .  . 

Losses  cbaigeable  to  the  contingent  fund,  • 

Deficiencies, 

United  Statss,  disallow^,    - 

Expenses,       .  .  .  .  . 


•13,411,968  23 
16,413,144  26 

a4,066/XX)77 

4,363,233  11 


Dollars, 
Nett 


CapiUl  stock, 

UABIUTIES  OF  THE  BANK. 


Amount  of  notes  in  circulation, 

Amount  of  dividends  tmclalmed, 

Due  to  Barings,  and  Hope  Jt  Hoiiinguer, 

Due  to  bank  and  offices, 

Due  to  State  banks,    • 

Doe  for  redemption  of  public  debt,  - 

Due  to  depositorB, 


780,331  V 

40,144  17 

66/)37  67 

1,303  96 

4,966,234  75 

2,229,947  06 

6,696,077  85 

4,316423  18 

149,796  94 

5,867  38 

166,808  16 


Intemt,444 
days. «  de- 
duction on 
loans  under 
6  per  cent. 


127;28863 
121,73081 
:  39,70487  < 
189641001 J 


t76/;70,393  06 


Deduct  estimated  gain  on  circulation. 
Deduct  estimated  gain  on  dividends  un- 
claimed, -  .  .  -  - 


Interest  ac* 
crued  till 
March  3. 


•159,649  62 


Amount  of  es- 
timated los- 


•1,389,479  12 


•13,284,689  60 
16,291,413  46 

23,90S.836  51 

2,972,743  99 


114.636  88 
80,072  09 


Value  of  8 


31,109,368  83 


600,000  00 
36,000  00 


371,777  40 
1,648,869  31 
2,956/W3  78 

180,681  87 
3,694,048  36 


Nett  value  of 


Per  cent      Amount. 


122,733  43 

€66,695  44 

<    80/178  08 

66/)37  67 

1,303  96 

4,958,234  76 

2,229,947  06 

5,596,077  26 


Jl^ct. 
8   da 


2i  da 
15    da 


21  da 


•70,106,734  17 


Allowance  proposed. 


Allow, 
ances, 


89,263,610  87 


635,000  00 


Deductions, 

Deduct  estimated  amount  of  liabilities. 

The  commissioners*  valuation  of  the  capital  stock  of  Uie  late  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  March  3, 1836, 
■•*  ...    -.  .    .   .*    _         ...  Id  be  an  abatement  of  Interest  more 

•l,034/)0&  40 


which,  on  a  crcudit  of  two  and  a  half  years  with  5  per  cent,  would  I 
than  equal  to  the  allowancrs, 


three  years  credit 


The  terms  of  payment  proposed  by  the  committee  of  the  bank  were^thre< 
at  6  per  cent,  which  is  equal  to  3  per  cent,  deduction  on  •11,488,173  90, 

Add  the  difference  between  3  per  cent  abatement  and  tlie  allowance  proposed, 

The  capital  stock  would  be  worth,      ....... 


1,844,645  31 


83,618,610  27 


•a,4»8473  90 


810,639  91 


•U,698,813dit 


oralis 


16,707  27 
351,667  96 


3,068  33 


1,OS4/)Q6  40 
41,488,173  90 


•40,464,168  60» 


53  per  share. 


<»  Or  •US  68  per  share,  cash,  on  the  3a  of  Rlarch.  1836,  with  6  per  cent,  interest  until  paid. 

t  Or  •119 13  per  share,  if  sold  at  18, 30, 4:2,  and  54  months'  credit,  from  the  4Lh  of  March,  1836,  with 


6  per  cent  Interest,  payable  half  yearly. 
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Statsxxxt  No.  1 — Continued. 

68,732  shares  represented  by  the  Treasury  DeparlineDt, 


at  «I19 13.  amount  to     -'         -  -  -  «8,190,425  76 

Deduct  dividend  credited  to  the  Treasury  in  March,    -  801210  67 

YalQeoftheOovemment  Interest,  -     8^10,215  09 


68,752  shares,  at  sua  63, «8,149474  &6 

Deduct  March  diviieod,    -  ...  -         aVKOCr 


Value, 


-• 8,068,963  99 


Valuation  of  til  is  su>ck  by  the  report  of  the  bank's  committee— 68^52  shares,  at  till  47  ^f^^^  each,  amount  to 
-Deduct  dividend  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  ....... 

fcjum  yet  due  to  the  Government,       •....'..-•• 


•7,668,909  96 

80,210  67 

74883,698  59 


No.  2. 
TbXASURT  DSPAHTMEITT, 

June  36,  1836. 

Sm :  I  enclose,  herewith,  a  copy  of  an  act  of  Congresa, 
approved  on  the  3.3d  instant,  entitled  <<  An  act  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  act  as  agent  of  the  United 
States  in  all  matters  relating  to  their  stock  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,"  and  will  thank  you  to  furnish  me  now, 
and  monthly  hereafter,  the  information  on  all  the  points 
required  to  be  given  by  the  second  section  of  the  said  act. 
If  any  of  the  effects  of  the  bank  have  been  assigned  in 
trust,  you  are  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  assign- 
ments. If  any  of  the  information  required  by  the  section 
above  named  be  not  in  your  possession,  but  in  that  of  your 
trustees,  I  desire  you  to  procure  and  communicate  it  to  me, 
as  the  agent  authorized  by  the  act  to  receive  the  same. 
You  will  confer  a  favor,  also,  by  informing  me  when  it  is 
expected  that  the  capital  stock  in  said  bank,  or  any  part 
thereof  owned  by  the  Government,  will  be  paid  over ;  what 
advance  will  probably  be  paid  on  the  par  value  of  the  same 
account  of  surplus,  profit,  interest,  dtc;  and  what  mode 
is  contemplated  by  the  bank  to  ascertain  the  just  amount 
payable  to  the  United  States,  in  order  that  the  Department 
may  be  enabled  to  test  the  accuracy  of  the  calculation,  and 
the  true  sum  to  which  the  Government  may  be  entitled. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treatury, 

M.  L.  BsTiir,  Esq., 

President  Bank  United  States. 

No.  3. 
Bank  of  the  United  States, 

July  35,  1836. 
SiB  :  Your  favor  of  the  35th  ultimo,  with  its  enclosure, 
was  submitted  to  the  board  of  directors  at  their  meeting 
this  day,  being  the  first  meeting  held  since  the  receipt  of 
your  letter.  In  reply  thereto,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  en- 
closing to  you  a  certified  copy  of  the  resolution  adopted  by 
the  board,  which  is  so  explicit  as  to  leave  nothing  to  add, 
except  the  assurance  of  respect  of  your  obedient  servant, 

MATTHEW  L.  BEY  AN,  President, 
Hon.  Leti  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ^  Washington,  D.  C, 

No.  4. 
Bahk  op  the  United  States, 

July  25,  1836. 

At  a  meeting  of  (he  board  of  directors,  held  this  day, 
the  following  resolution  was,  on  motion,  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  bank  is  hereby  re- 
quested to  inform  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that,  on 
the  3d  day  of  March  last,  a  transfer  was  made  of  all  the 
funds  of  the  institution  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  which  bank  at  the 
same  time  assumed  all  the  obligations  of  this  institution, 
and  especially  the  settlement  of  the  share  of  the  assets  due 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States ;  that,  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  value  of  said  share,  a  joint  committee  of  both 
boards  is  now  engaged  in  making  an  investigation,  which,  I 


it  is  understood,  will  reKult  in  an  early  communication  to 
the  Secretary  *,  and  that  his  letter  will  be  transmitted  to  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  chartered 
by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  it  will  doubtless 
receive  a  prompt  and  respectful  consideration. 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

J.  COWPERTHWAIT, 

Acting  CaMer. 
No.   5. 
Baitk.  of  the  U^riTED  States, 

September  10,  1836. 
SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  report  of 
the  joint  committee  composed  of  directors  of  the  late  and 
present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  of  all  the  arbitrators 
selected  by  them  in  conformity  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
which  have  been  already  communicated  to  you. 

The  report  will  sufiiciently  show  the  course  and  the  re- 
sult of  the  inquiry. 

All  the  materials  on  which  it  is  founded  will,  of  coaree, 
be  submitted  to  any  examination  which  you  may  desire  to 
make,  either  in  person  or  in  any  other  mode  more  accept- 
able to  you ;  and  I  shall  have  great  satisfaction  in  aflbrdmg 
every  facility  for  the  most  detidled  investigation. 

I  shall  be  equally  ready  to  adopt  any  mode  which  may 
be  deemed  expedient  for  making  such  a  division  of  the 
assets  of  the  bank  as  may  assure  to  the  Government  its  just 
and  ample  proportion  of  them. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respect- 
fully, 

N.  BIDDLE,  President. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbvbt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washit^on,  D.  C. 

No.  6. 
Tbeabubt  Departmbitt, 

September  19,  1836. 
SiB :  Since  your  communication  of  the  SSth  of  July 
last,  I  have  not  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  the  bank 
over  which  you  preside  any  further  information  on  4be 
sQbject-matter  of  my  inquiries,  made  the  month  previaus  ; 
nor  has  any  such  information  been  received  from  any  other 
quarter,  except  what  is  contained  in  a  letter  that  reached 
me  the  13th  instant,  from  the  president  of  the  institution, 
officiating  as  your  trusteee,  and  in  an  accompanying  report, 
which  he  enclosed.  A  copy  of  that  report,  it  is  presumed, 
has  already  been  placed  in  your  possession  by  the  commit- 
tee who  prepared  it,  as  they  appear  to  have  been  acting 
partly  in  your  behalf.  It  is  not,  therefore,  deemed  neces- 
sary to  forward  it ;  but  from  its  contents,  and  from  the  let- 
ter before  named,  (a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmit- 
ted,} you  will  perceive  that  most  of  my  former  inquiries 
still  remain  unanswered  ;  though,  according  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  your  board,  enclosed  to  me  in  your  fonner'commu- 
nication,  I  was  led  to  suppose  that  they  all  had  been  refer- 
red to  your  trustee,  with  a  view  of  having  the  desired  in* 
formation  speedily  communicated  to  me.  At  the  time  of 
those  inquiries,  I  particularly  wished,  and  am  still  solici- 
tous, to  obtain  "  monthly  statements,''  since  March  last, 
of  ''information  on  all  the  points  required  to  be  given  by 
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the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,"  a  copy  of  which 
was  forwarded  to  you  as  a  guide  on  those  points.  All  that 
information  would  probably  be  useful  to  me  in  the  discharge 
of  my  agency  for  the  United  States,  and  some  of  it  is  now 
very  material  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  progress 
made  since  March  last  in  the  collection  of  the  demands  in 
favor  of  the  bank  chartered  by  the  United  States ;  and  also 
the  prospect  of  an  early  dividend  being  paid  to  the  United 
States  on  its  stock,  as  well  as  the  prol»bie  amount  of  such 
dividend.  «  Copies  of  the  assignment  were  likewise  de- 
sired," if  any  of  the  effects  of  the  bank  had  been  transfer- 
red in  trust ;  these  have  not  been  received;  but  the  omis- 
sion to  forward  them  has  been  less  material,  as  the  Treas- 
ury Department  has  been  apprized,  by  you,  of  the  fact  of 
an  assignment  having  been  made,  and  has  been  advised  of 
its  contento  by  one  of  the  United  Stotes  directors,  so  that 
its  character  is  supposed  to  be  correctly  understood.  I  am 
unable,  however,  td  use  his  communications  as  official  docu- 
ments, and  copies  of  such  assignments  are,  therefore,  still 
desired  from  the  bank.  You  were  further  requested  to  in- 
form me  when  it  wa»  "  expected  that  the  capital  stock  in 
said  bank,  or  in  any  part  thereof,  owned  by  the  Govern- 
ment, will  be  paid  over."  Nothing  definitive  has  yet  been 
communicated  by  you  or  your  trustee  on  this  point,  so  very 
interesting,  if  we  look  to  the  large  sum  probably  due  to  the 
United  States,  or  to  the  financial  estimates  for  the  ensuing 
year,  which  must  soon  be  prepared  by  this  Department  for 
Congress ;  and  to  the  important  apportionment  of  a  large 
part  of  the  receipts  of  the  present  year,  which  is  to  be  made 
on  the  1st  of  January  n«st,  and  afterwards  placed  in  de- 
posite  with  the  dif^rent  States.  The  before-mentioned 
report  of  the  committee,  just  forwarded  to  me,  removes 
none  of  the  difficulties  on  this  point,  though  the  question 
as  to  the  time  of  payment  seems  to  have  been  a  material 
part  of  the  subject  refened  to  them.  The  report  merely 
recommends  that  it  be  settled  by  subsequent  negotiation 
between  the  parties ;  and  Mr.  Biddle,  in  forwarding  that 
report  so  recently,  though  purporting  to  be  made  as  long 
ago  as  last  July,  speaks  only  of  his  readiness  to  <*  adopt 
any  mode  which  may  be  deemed  expedient  for  making  such 
a  division  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  as  may  assure  to  the 
Government  its  just  and  ample  proportion  of  them,"  with- 
out saying  any  thing  as  to  the  time  contempUted  by  him 
for  making  that  division,  or  paying  over  that  proportion ; 
nor  does  he  propose  any  time  fur  such  division  or  pay- 
ment which  he  wishes  to  be  negotiated  about.  I  am,  ac- 
cordingly, without  any  intimation,  from  any  quarur,  as  to 
the  time  when  any  payment  to  the  United  States  is  either 
contemplated  or  desired  by  the  bank.  The  disappointment 
in  relation  to  this  particular  is  greater,  because,  independ- 
ently  of  the  fact  before  mentioned,  that  information  on  this 
subject  was  specially  requested  by  tliis  Department  some 
months  ago,  and  is  very  material  to  a  correct  performance 
of  some  of  its  duties,  it  was  presumed  to  have  been  the 
corporate  obligation  of  the  bank  (when  the  United  States 
had  entered  into  no  different  arrangement,  nor  had  been 
desired  to^  unite  in  making  one)  to  proceed  immediately 
after  the  3d  of  March  last,  and  cause  its  various  claims  to 
be  diligently  collected,  and  the  nett  proceeds,  to  any  con- 
siderable amount,  either  to  be  divided  as  fast  as  practicable 
among  those  entitled  to  re^^ive  them,  or  at  least  a  due 
share  of  them  to  be  paid  to  the  Government,  which  had 
been  excluded  from  any  participation  in  any  new  business 
or  partnership  contemplated  by  the  rest  of  the  stockholders. 
The  adoption  and  continuance  of  the  above  course  was 
therefore  expected,  until  a  different  one  should  be  agreed 
on  by  all  the  parties  in  interest. 

In  the  absence  of  the  information  desired,  concerning  the 
present  state  of  the  funds  of  the  bank,  i\  is  obviously  not 
possible  for  me  to  decide,  with  certainty,  whether  suitable 
means  have  yet  been  obtained  for  making  any  dividends ; 
but  it  was  supposed  that  ere  this  most  of  the  assets  in  pos- 
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session  of  the  bank  on  the  3d  of  March  last,  which  did  not 
consist  of  money,  or  mere  real  estate,  or  obligations  for 
the  sales  of  some  branches,  on  long  credit,  had  been  col- 
lected. The  usual  length  of  bank  credit  must  have  ex- 
pired two  or  three  months  ago ;  and  the  money  received , 
with  what  was  before  on  hand,  it  was  hoped  (though  on 
conjectural  grounds,  without  the  information  asked)  would 
greatly  exceed  any  intervening  disbursements  proper  and 
necessary  on  account  of  the  bank  chartered  by  the  United 
States.  In  this  condition  of  things,  it  therefore  was  an- 
ticipated either  that  notice  would  have  been  received  be- 
fore this  period  of  the  actual  making  of  a  dividend  to  the 
United  States,  to  some  extent,  on  the  capital  stock,  (wheth- 
er the  residue  was  left  to  be  paid  upon  subsequent  ar- 
rangements as  to  its  full  value,  or  otherwise,)  or  at  least 
that  some  intimation  would  have  been  given  of  the  time 
when  it  was  intended  or  expected  to  make  some  payment 
to  the  United  States  towards  .its  share,  leaving  the  entire 
value  of  that  share  to  be  hereafter  ascertained  by  mutual 
agreement,  or  by  the  final  result  of  the  whole  collections 
and  sales  of  the  assets.  For  these  reasons,  and  others  be- 
fore mentioned,  as  to  the  estimates  for  1 837,  and  the  ap- 
portionment of  the  public  depositee  to  be  made  next  Jan- 
uary, you  will  perceive  that  I  must  still  bo  exceedingly 
anxious  to  have  an  early  reply  to  my  former  inquiries  on 
this  part  of  the  subject.  At  the  same  time,  I  feel  happy  to 
acknowledge  that  the  report  furnishes  Home  valuable  infor- 
mation in  answer  to  another  portion  of  my  inquiries,  con- 
cerning <<what  mode  is  contemplated  by  the  bank  to  as- 
certain the  just  amount  payable  to  the  United  States," 
and  what  **  advance  will  probably  be  paid  on  the  stocks  on 
account  of  surplus  profits,  interest,"  dtc. 

From  the  report  and  some  of  the  stipulations  cited  from 
the  assignment,  I  infer  that    tlie  mode  preferred  by  the 
bank  has  not  been  tho  usual  mede  when  the  charter  of  a 
bank  expires.     The  last  I  understand  to  be,  for  the  bank 
itself  to  proceed  seasonably  to  collect  the  debts  due  to  it ; 
sell  its  real  estate;    arrange  all  its  outstanding  concerns 
within  the  period  allowed  by  law ;  and,  from  time  to  time, 
though  as  early  as  possible,  make  dividends  to  its  stock- 
holders of  what  it  realizes,  after  deducting  all  necessary 
expenses ;  and,  at  the  expiration  of  tho  period  permitted 
for  closing  its  affairs,  to  place  whatever  may  be  unfinished 
in  the  hands  of  trustees,  for  the  benefit  of  the  stockholders, 
or  divide  among  them  the  assets  remaining.     This  ordi- 
nary and  natural  mode  appears  to  be  that  best  calculated  to 
do  exact  justice  to  all  parties,  both  with  regard  to  the  times 
and  the  amounts  of  the  respective  dividends ;  and  also  ob> 
viates  the  numerous  and  embarrassing  questions  concern- 
ing guaranties,  deductions,  depreciations,  securities,  &c., 
which  seem  inseparably  connected  with    the  course  thus 
far  pursued  by  the  bank  in  preparation  to  extinguish  the 
interest  of  the  United  States   in  ite  capital  stodc.     The 
usual  mode  appears  likewise  to  have  been  that  contempla- 
ted by  Congress  in  g^nting  in  the  charter  two  years  after 
its  expiration  to  collect  and  pay  over  the  corporate  funds  to 
the  stockholders.     With  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  other 
stockholders,  the  reasons    may  have    been   sufficient  for 
adopting  a  difierent  and  novel  mode,  and  that  without  pre- 
viously consulting  the  United    Sutes,  the   only  retiring 
partner  from  the  concern.     I  understand,  from  the  report, 
that  the  actual  course  of  the  bank  has  been  to  resort  to  an 
immediate  assignment  of  all  personal  property  to  a  trustee  ; 
to  appoint  committees  on  the    part  of  tlie  principal  and 
trustee  alone,  though   their    interest,  independent  of  the 
United  States,  were  identical ;  to  estimate  the  value  of  the 
personal  property  and  real  estate  on  the  3d  of  March  last, 
and  to  obtain  this   estimate,  not    for  the   adjustment  of 
claims  between  the  only  parties  to  it,  but  to  be  used,  as 
tho  committee  say,  to  show  *•  what  ought  to  l»e  paid  or  se- 
cured to  the  United  States ; '  or,  as  you  say  in  your  reso- 
lution of  July  26,  to  ascertoin  the  value  of  said  shares  of 
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the  United  Sutes^  or  to  be  used  like  the  doinge  of  « ar- 
Ivitraton"  on  that  aubject,  aa  Mr.  Biddle  ■eema  to  conaider 
the  committee,  or  a  portion  of  them.     But  it  is  to  be  re- 
membered, that  no  members  of  that  committee,  however 
rtap«ctable  and  intelligent,  were  aelected  hj  the  Govern- 
ment, the  valne  of  whose  large  claim  of  seven  or  eight  mil- 
Uona  of  dollars  was  thus  to  be  fixed.     Nor  were  any  of 
them  chosen  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  by  any 
persona  deputed  by  either  the  United  Btatca  or  him  for  that 
vurpose.     Nor  is  it  known  that  any  body  on  behalf  of  the 
Dank  has  ever,  in  any  way  or  at  any  time,  consulted  the 
United  8tates,  or  their  agent,  as  to  joining  this  committee 
with  an  equal  number  on  their  part,  or  as  to  their  willing- 
neas  to  approve  any  exclusive  mode  of  proceeding  by  one 
party  alone  for  settling  the  value  of  their  share  in  the  fundy 
which  belong<M]  to  them  in  common,  or  in  a  certain  ratio, 
as  fully  aa  to  the  otber  stockhoUen ;  or  aa  to  their  views, 
during  the  progress  of  the  sulvject  since  last  March,  on  any 
of  the  priaciples  adopted  in  valuing  the  property  of  the 
bank  in  which  the  Government  was  jointly  and  so  largely 
interested.     But  the  reasons   for  this  unusual  course,  k 
supposed  sufficient,  not  having  been  communicated  to  me, 
cannot  properly  be  weighed.     In  their  absence,  the  course 
pursued  appears  to  me  objectionable  in  behalf  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.     It  looks  unequal,  and  has  en  apparent  ten- 
dency to  produce  not  only  delay,  but  a  valuation  too  low, 
and  altogether  imfavorable  to  the  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment.    But  the  materials  on  which  that  report  purports  to 
be  based  having  been  since  offered  by  the  trustee  to  be 
submitted  to  any  examination  I  may  desire,  removes,  in 
some  degree,  a  portion  of  these  objections,  and  renders  it  a 
duty,  in  the  exercise  of  proper  vigilance  and  care  over  the 
interests  of  the  United  States,  to  avail  myself  of  the  offer, 
as  well  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  any  possible  inaccuracy 
of  figures,  as  of  testing  the  principles  assumed  in  the  re- 
"port,  and  which  migbt  otherwise  be  considered  as  acquies- 
ced in  by  the  agent  of  the  United  States.     But  the  effect 
jof  appointing  committees,  however  reputable,  by  only  one 
party,  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  ex  parte  statement,  in- 
tended in  any  way  to  operate  on  the  interests  of  others, 
though  the  materials  be  afterwards  offered  for  re-examina* 
tion,  still  seems  to  be  to  procrastinate  a  final  adjustment, 
to  produce  dissatisfaction,  and  to  forestall  opinion  upon 
tnch  points  as  may  have  been  decided.     Hence,  I  feel  sensi- 
bly, and  regret,  the  awkward  and  unfavorable  attitude  in 
which  the  Government  is  thus  placed,  but  shall,  notwith- 
standing, endeavor  as  soon  as*  practicable  to  procure  three 
gentlemen  of  high  respectability  and  competent  qualifica- 
tions to  investigate  those  materials,  and  report  to  me  their 
views  upon  them,  and  also  upon  the  proper  basis  of  a  settle 
ment.     Whether  any  essential  error  in  computationa,  or 
in  the  principles  assumed  by  the  committee,  has  occurred 
or  not,  and  whether  the  amount  estimated  in  the  report  be 
or  be  not  too  small,  if  seasonably  paid,  with  proper  in- 
terest, it  is  importent  for  the  Government,  representing  the 
intereste  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  this  cUim,  to 
have  as  full,  fair,  and  satiif&ctory  evidenco  in  relation  to 
ite  true  condition  as  is  practicable.     It  is  highly  proper, 
also,  that  a  thorough  scrutiny  of  its'  value  be  made  by  some 
agent  on  their  part,  before  any  consent  is  given  to  a  course 
of  settlement  different  from  the  usual  one  in  similar  cases, 
and  before  a  decision  is  made  on  any  offer  of*  payment  in 
full  by  the  bank,  provided  it  should  hereafter  propose  to 
make  one  at  any  time  of  the  amount  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, or  of  any  other  amount  supposed  to  correspond 
nearer  to  the  real  value  of  the  share  of  the  United  Stotes. 
But  as  no  spacific  sum  has  yet  been  offered  by  the  bank,  to 
be  paid  either  in  full  or  in  part,   at  an  early  or  remote  day, 
no  occasion  has  yet  arisen  for  any  such  decision.     Due 
efforts,  however,  will  be  continued  to  procure  the  proper 
information  to  act  on,  whenever  the  bank  is  ready  to  make 
or  propose  paymente  of  any  kind,  so  that  nothing  may  be 


wanting  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  inaure  due  dca- 
patoh  in  disposing  of  this  embarrassing  subject  in  the  usual 
mode,  or  by  a  final  arrangement,  aa  bood  aa  the  bank  ie 
prepared  for  either  course. 

The  great  prassura  of  other  official  dutiea  at  the  aeat  of 
Government  will  prevent  my  personal  attenticm  so  l«Uy  aa  ta 
desirable  to  many  branchea  of  thia  laborioua  inquiry,  and  I 
shall  therefore  request  those  gentlemen  to  report,  among 
other  things,  besides  the  state  of  the  belbie-nsaned  aoatcri- 
als,  their  views  on  the  correctness  of  the  principlea  adopted 
by  the  former  committee  in  coming  to  some  of  their  conchi- 
sions,  as  well  as  their  views  about  the  beat  mode  of  now 
adjusting  the  amount  to  which  Uie  United  Sutea  nay  be 
entitled  in  the  aseete  of  the  bank;  what  in  their  judgment 
that  amount  is  likely  to  be,  if  ascertained  in  the  usual  mode^ 
and  the  proper  amount,  times  of  payment,  rstca  of  interest^ 
and  security  to  be  now  given,  in  the  event  that  the  bank 
shall  be  unwilling  to  proooed ;  and  have  dividendaand  pay- 
mente promptly  made  to  the  United  Stetea,  from  time  to 
time,  aa  collections  msy  warrant,  tmtil  the  whole  ctnietra 
be  closed  hi  the  manner  befoie  mentioned,  aa  mo^t  custom- 
ary and  moat  agreeable  to  this  Department  Allow  me  to 
suggest,  also,  as  a  cotirse  which  seems  fair  and  eligible^ 
both  to  produce  a  more  rapid  progreas  in  closing  this  busi- 
ness, and  to  give  fuller  satiafaction  as  well  to  the  bank  as 
the  Government,  that  an  equal  number  of  disinterested 
gentlemen  be  designated  by  the  bank,  to  unite  in  the  ra^x- 
amination  of  the  materials,  and  in  an  inquiry  on  the  addi- 
tional topics  which  will  be  suggested  by  me  to  the  gentlemen 
selected  by  this  Department,  and,  after  mutual  consulta- 
tion, that  they  agree,  if  practicable,  in  one  view  of  the 
subject,  or  of  any  important  parts  of  it,  and  report  acconl- 
ingly.  Such  union  of  opinion  would  doubUeas  be  calcula- 
ted to  have  much  weight  with  all  parties,  and,  though  not 
binding  on  either,  would  probably  be  dedaive  where  tba 
strongest  reasons  did  not  hsppen  to  exist  to  overrule  it  la 
the  mean  time,  as  the  agent  of  the  United  Stetea,  I  b^ 
leave  to  asaure  the  bank  of  my  readineaa  at  all  Umes^  and 
indeed  my  anxiety,  to  receive,  early  aa  practicable^  on  ac- 
count of  the  stock  owned  by  the  Government,  any  divi* 
dend  or  payment  the  bank  or  ite  truatee  may  be  prepared  to 
make  towa^rds  the  portion  to  which  tiie  Government  shall 
in  the  end  in  any  mode  appear  to  be  justly  entitled.  And 
if  no  other  course  can,  during  the  two  yeara  allowed  by  the 
charter,  be  agreed  on  for  settlement,  except  prompt  period- 
ical paymente  to  the  extent  of  the  nett  collections,  tiia 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  time  being  will  doubtless 
bo  willing,  as  to  all  which  shall  remain  uncollected  and 
unpaid  at  the  end*  of  that  period,  to  enter  into  a  still  further 
arrangement  to  divide  ratably  the  assete  remaining,  or  i«- 
ceive  afterwards,  as  collected,  a  due  portion  of  what  ahaU 
be  then  outstanding.  It  may  be  proper  to  explain  that 
this  letter  is  addressed  to  yourself  rather  than  your  trustee^ 
in  consequence  of  the  fiiilure  to  obtain  from' you  or  any 
otber  peraon  most  of  the  material  information  requested  last 
June,  under  the  act  of  Congress  passed  in  that  month,  and 
in  conaequence  of  the  claim  of  the  United  States  being  in 
the  first  instance  wholly  on  the  bank  over  which  you  pre- 
side. The  United  States,  as  a  stockholder,  is  likewise  ex- 
cluded from  all  interest  in  the  institution  which  has  been 
selected  as  your  trustee,  and,  as  a  stockholder,  is  no  p«rty 
to  either  that  selection  or  the  assignment  Under  the  above 
act  of  Congress,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  alao  ap- 
pointed agent  to  represent  the  United  States  aa  a  atockholder 
only,  and  in  that  capacity  commenced  the  correspondence 
with  you  of  which  this  constitutes  a  part.  But  a  copy  of 
this  letter  will,  for  convenience  and  comity  to  all  concern- 
ed on  the  pan  of  the  bank,  be  forwarded  to  the  president 
of  the  institution  to  which  your  assete  have  been  conveyed. 
I  am,  dtc.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  TVtaswy. 
Matthxw  L.  Bxtak,  Esq., 

President  Bank  U,  S,  Philad. 
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[24th  Covo.  8d  8m«. 


N«.  7. 
Tbxasubt  Dbyahtmbkt> 

September  20,  1836. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  enclosing  a  report  upon  the 
afiairs  of  the  bank  charter*id  by  the  United  States,  as  those 
afiairs  existed  on  or  near  the  3d  of  March  last. 

I  have  cheerfully  accepted  your  offer,  as  trustee  of  that 
bank,  and  in  actual  possession  of  its  assets  and  books,  to 
permit  an  examination  to  be  made  of  the  materials  upon 
which  that  report  is  founded,  in  any  mode  most  agreeable 
Co  me.  For  the  manner  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  conduct 
that  examination,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed 
copy  of  my  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  addressed  to  the 
president  of  that  bank,  the  principal  in  this  case,  and  con- 
taining also  some  views  in  continuation  of  the  correspond- 
ence  heretofore  commenced  between  him  and  myself  in 
rdation  to  the  condition  of  the  bank,  to  the  information  de- 
sired as  to  some  of  its  concerns,  tod  the  time  as  well  as  the 
mode  and  amount  contemplated  for  payment  to  the  United 
States  on  account  of  their  share  in  its  capital  stock,  and  in 
the  surplus  profits  which  have  accrued  thereon. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

NicnoLAS  BiDSLX,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 

No.  8. 
TaxASirnT  Dxpabtjcxitt, 

September  21,  1836. 

QBHTLBmv :  As  yon  have  been  selected  to  act  on  the 
part  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose, 
among  otiier  things,  of  examining  the  materials  on  whidi 
the  endoaed  report  (A)  is  founded,  I  wish  that  your  in* 
quirias  may  be  eommeflced  at  the  earliest  convenient  day. 

Independent  of  the  rights  conferred  on  me  by  the  2d  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  June  23,  1836,  in  cer- 
tain cases  to  <<  inspect  and  examine,  or  cause  to  be  inspect- 
ed and  examined,'*  certain  accounts  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  or  <'  any  trust"  relating  to  them,  the  proffer  has 
been  voluntaiiiy  made  to  me  to  allow  the  examination  of 
all  those  materials  before  mentioned,  in  any  way  most 
agreeable  to  this  Department.  This  proffer  is  contained  in 
a  letter  ftom  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
ehaitwed  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  a  copy  of  which  is 
enclosed.  (B.)  Copies  of  my  reply  thereto,  and  of  an- 
other communication  from  me  to  the  president  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank  chartered  by  Congress,  and  relating  to  this 
and  other  topics,  are  herewith  forwarded  for  your  perusal 
and  use.     (C  and  D.) 

In  order  tlyit  you  inay  be  acquainted  with  the  whole  cor- 
respondence since  the  passage  of  the  above  act  of  Congress, 
I  also  annex  copies  of  my  letter  to  the  president  of  the 
bank  in  June  last,  and  of  his  only  reply  thereto,  dated  in 
July  following.  (E  and  F. )  In  making  that  examina- 
tion, and  a  report  on  the  result,  as  well  as  on  certain  other 
mattMB  hereafter  enumerated,  there  may  be  associated  with 
you  another  committee,  selected  by  the  old  bank.  It  has 
been  invited  to  do  this,  and,  if  acceding  to  the  suggestion, 
it  is  hoped  that  you  may  be  able  to  agree  in  a  report  on 
some  if  not  all  the  points  submitted  to  your  consideration ; 
otherwise  it  is  desired  that  you  will  proNceed  alone,  and  pre- 
sent a  separate  report  of  your  own  views. 

1.  I  wish,  first,  in  the  examination  of  those  materials 
which  form  the  basis  of  the  enclosed  report,  to  invite  your 
attention  to  the  foUowing  particulars,  without  intending  to 
exclude  thereby  youi  researches,  so  far  as  may  appear  prop- 
er, into  the  whole  of  them.  What  portion  of  the  asseu  of 
^  bank  on  the  8d  of  March  last  consisted  of  obligations  for 


the  sales  of  its  branches,  and  what  was  the  length  of  credit 
given  on  them  1  What  amounts  of  the  personal  securities 
and  domestic  bills  on  hand  on  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  have 
since  been  collected,  and  what  have  since  been  received  for 
the  sales  of  real  estate  and  banking-houses  1  Whether  all 
the  sums  since  received,  with  the  money  then  on  hand  idT- 
bills  of  the  other  banks,  specie,  and  balances  due  from  other 
bsnks,  have  not  exceeded  the  payments  since  made  of  bal- 
ances due  to  other  banks  on  the  3d  of  March,  the  amount 
of  notes  then  outstanding  and  since  redeemed,  the  depositea 
since  paid,  and  the  actual  expenses  incurred  in  transacting 
this  portion  of  the  business  1  If  the  receipts  have  exceed- 
ed the  payments,  I  wish  you  to  report  the  amount,  and  the 
reasons,  if  any,  why  a  due  portion  of  the  balance  should 
not  immediately  be  paid  over  to  the  United  States,  towards 
its  share  in  the  capital  stock.  You  are  further  destred  to 
examine,  as  carefully  as  may  be,  the  character  of  the  de- 
mands returned  as  loans  and  bills  on  the  3d  of  March,  to 
see  if  any  guarantee,  or  commissions  for  guarantee,  at 
recommended  by  the  report,  are  necessary  and  proper ;  and 
if  so,  on  how  many  of  them,  and  at  what  rate  on  any  of 
them ;  and  whether  all  doubtful  debts  had  not  been  previ* 
ously  withdrawn  and  arranged  under  some  different  head, 
so  as  to  render  unnecessary  any  guarantee  whatever.  If 
any  guarantee  were  ever  proper  on  a  part  of  them,  you  are 
requested  to  report  if  that  part  has  not  since  been  chiefly 
converted  into  money,  so  as  to  render  a  subsequent  agree- 
ment to  pay  it  improper  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
The  value  of  the  real  estate  and  banking-houses  is  an  item 
on  which  a  large  deduction  has  been  made  in  the  report ; 
and  the  ground  for  it,  if  any,  considering  that  real  estate  has 
generally  risen  of  late  so  much  in  value,  I  wish  specially  in- 
vestigated. Some  inquiry  may  be  found  expedient  to  as- 
certain if  this  property  will  not  probably  produee  more  than 
the  cost ;  and,  in  connexion  with  this,  an  item  for  a  fund 
to  extinguish  the  cost  of  banking-houses  requires  fuller  ex- 
planation. All  these  particulars  might  be  satisfoctortly  ar- 
ranged in  any  recommendatiott  for  settlement,  by  agree- 
jnents  to  sell  within  two  years,  and  pay  over  our  rightful 
portion  of  the  nett  proceeds.  The  suspended  or  doubtful 
debts,  under  whatever  heads^  need  a  close  scrutiny ;  and  I 
would  suggest  whether  any  feir  test  of  their  true  value  can 
be  fixed,  except  prompt  and  diligent  collections,  in  full  or 
in  part,  were  practicable ;  and,  in  case  of  any  arrangement 
hereafter,  a  covenant  to  pay  to  the  United  States  its  just 
ratio  of  what  is  afterwards  actually  obtained  on  them.  From 
the  item  of  outstanding  notes  or  circulation  on  the  3d  of 
Mardi,  only  a  small  deduction  has  been  proposed  by  any 
of  the  committee  for  such  as  may  have  been  lost  or  destroy- 
ed during  the  past  twenty  years.  Any  materials  to  Justify 
this  ought  to  be  specified,  as  the  amount  in  circulation  has 
generally  been  large,  a  long  time  has  elapsed  since  they 
have  been  circulating,  and  the  range  of  circulation  has  been 
very  wide  and  unusually  exposed  to  losses.  A  great  d»* 
duction  for  losses  would  therefore  seem  to  be  proper,  un- 
less fBLcts  exist  on  this  point  now  unknown  to  me. 

In  case  of  no  immediate  arrangement,  except  to  pay  over 
to  the  United  States  its  share  of  the  nett  coUectiona  from 
time  to  time,  during  the  two  years  allowed  by  the  charter 
to  close  up  the  concerns  of  toe  institution,  the  most  safo 
and  just  rule  en  this  subject  of  the  outotanding  circulation 
which  has  occurred  to  me  is,  that  the  parties,  at  the  end  of 
the  two  years,  should  presume  all  the  old  notes  unpresrn^ 
ed  to  be  lost,  and  settle  accordingly,  with  an  obligation  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  contribute  proportionally  to- 
wards the  reimbursement  for  the  redemption  of  any  bills 
subsequently  presented.  The  unclaimed  dividends  can 
then  be  equitably  adjusted  in  the  same  manner;  or,  if  an 
estimate  be  now  made  of  their  character,  it  is  probable  that. 
on  a  careful  inquiry  into  their  lange  amount  and  sitiiation, 
it  will  appear  that  a  considerable  dedootion  oufbt  to  bo 
made  for  such  as  may  never  be  claimed.     The  huqge  iten 
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of  profit  and  lose  will  require  a  close  analysis  as  well  as 
that  of  the  contingent  fund,  contingent  interest,  and  de- 
ficiencies. 

Though  the  former  committee  may  have  dissected  and 
placed  a  proper  estimate  en  all  of  these,  and  the  materials 
%n  which  they  rest,  yet  the  details  do  not  appear  in  so  full 
and  satisfactory  a  manner  as  is  desirable.  On  the  item  of 
the  contingent  fund,  it  may  further  be  proper  so  far  to 
examine  retrospectively  into  the  materials  as  to  ascertain 
that  no  mistake  has  been  inadvertently  made  in  the  appli- 
cation of  any  part  of  it  to  subjects  connected  in  any  way 
with  the  new  institution  chartered  by  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  in  which,  as  the  United  States  have  no  in- 
terest, they  should  of  course,  on  account  of  it,  suffer  no 
charge  or  loss.  A  careful  inquiry  of  the  same  kind,  and 
with  the  same  and  other  legitimate  views,  might  properly 
bo  carried  into  some  other  items,  such  as  profit  and  loss, 
and  discount,  exchange,  and  interest  Tn  the  next  place, 
the  nett  balance  due  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and 
offices  from  its  branches,  amounting  to  about  one  million 
and  a  half,  is  charged  by  the  committee  among  the  sums  to 
be  deducted.  The  propriety  of  this  seems  to  be  very 
questionable,  without  further  explanation.  The  apparent 
value  of  the  stock,  on  the  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
bank  in  March  last,  is  so  much  greater  than  the  estimate 
made  by  the  committee,  the'sales  in  the  market  have  often 
been  so  much  higher,  and  the  opportunities  enjoyed  to 
dispose  advantageously  of  most  of  (he  branches  and  to  col- 
lect the  debts  due  to  the  others  have  been  so  unusual  and 
great,  that  particular  vigilance  seems  necessary  to  ascertain 
if  some  essential  error  does  not  exist  in  a  number  of  the 
data  which  constitute  the  basis  of  that  report,  ind  which 
reduce  so  low  the  estimated  value  of  the  stock. 

8.  Afler  a  proper  scrutiny  of  all  the  materials  and  items 
relating  to  this  subject,  whether  before  enumerated  or  not, 
you  are  requested  to  inquire  into  the  principles  applied  to 
them  by  the  committee,  and  especially  those  of  charging  a 
large  sum  for  a  guarantee  on  all  or  any  of  the  demands, 
whether  since  collected  or  not,  and  whether  clearly  good 
or  doubtful,  and  other  large  sums  also  for  commissions.  It 
seems  questionable  whether  either  of  them,  under  the  cir- 
cttmstances  of  this  case,  be  proper :  the  first,  for  reasons 
before  named ;  and  the  last,  because  the  actual  expense  of 
collecting  these  demands,  during  two  yean,  would  seem  to 
have  been  intended  by  the  charter  to  be  incurred  by  the 
old  bank,  and  to  be  performed  by  its  officeiB  for  tlieir  usual 
compensations  or  salaries,  and  who  are  now  supposed  to 
be  left  almost  destitute  of  employment  of  any  kind. 
Whether  performed  by  the  old  bank  or  its  trustee^  the  sum 
actually  expended  on  this  business,  or  a  fair  portion  of  the 
whole  actual  expenses  of  the  institution  while  engaged  in 
it,  seem  to  be  the  proper  ones,  and  appear  to  me  not  likely 
to  amount,  with  demands  so  peculiarly  situated  and  secured 
as  most  of  them  are,  to  more  than  a  small  fraction  of  the 
gross  amount  of  from  one  to  two  millions,  proposed  in  the 
report 

After  the  two  years,  any  bank  acting  as  trustee  would 
really  incur  but  a  small  trouble  or  expense  in  aiding  to 
collect  what  might  then  be  outstanding,  and,  it  is  presu- 
med, would  be  willing  to  make  only  a  moderate  charge 
therefor. 

8.  You  aro  next  desired  to  report  on  what,  in  your 
opinion,  is  the  best  mode  of  adjusting  the  proper  amount 
•due  to  the  United  States — whether  by  immediate  payment 
of  our  share  of  the  nett  actual  collections,  and  by  subse- 
quent dividends  as  collections  accumulate,  from  time  to 
time,  till  the  charter  expires,  and  then  by  an  equitable 
division  of  the  remaining  assets,  or  a  sale  of  them  with 
'covenants  as  to  certain  items  before  named  ;  or  by  an  esti- 
mate made  now  of  the  value  of  the  whole  assets  on  the  3d 
'  March  last,  and  an  agreement  to  receive  payment  of  our 
Mhwe  of  that  estimated  value  at  such  times  and  on  such 


interest  since  the  3d  March,  and  in  such  inslalmants  and 
with  such  security  as  may  seem  to  you  reasonable.  On 
these  points  I  have  nothing  more  to  suggest  for  your  con- 
sideration than  what  has  before,  been  expressed  in  this  let- 
ter, and  more  in  detail  in  that  to  the  president  of  the  bank 
on  the  1 9th  instant. 

Should  you  recommend  the  last  course,  or  not,  it  is  still 
desirable  that  your  views,  and  the  reasons  on  which  they 
are  founded,  should  appear  in  your  report,  so  fiir  as  regards 
the  whole  proper  amount,  the  times  of  payment,  rates  of 
interest,  and  the  security  to  be  given,  in  case  that  course 
be  eventually  adopted. 

4.  It  is  further  wished  that,  in  forming  an  opinion  of  the 
value  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  on  the  3d  of  March,  you 
should  take  into  consideration  the  amount  of  dividends  due 
to  the  United  States  wliich  has  been  withheld  and  applied 
by  the  bank  in  payment  of  a  claim  for  damages  on  the  draft 
or  order  drawn  by  the  Department  on  the  French  Govern- 
ment Under  all  the  circumstances  of  that  case,  this  De- 
partment cannot  recognise  the  right  of  the  bank  to  any 
thing  except  the  actual  expenses  incurred  by  it  in  conse- 
quence of  the  failure  by  the  French  Government  to  pay  the 
draft,  with  the  usual  interest  thereon,  while  the  bank  had 
not  ihe  use  of  the  money,  provided  it  did  not  have  the  use 
of  it  during  the  whole  period  till  its  formal  repayment  For 
further  particulars  on  this  question,  reference  can  be  had  to 
the  printed  opinions  of  ihe  Attorney  General,  and  Che 
views  of  this  Department  in  the  annual  reports  to  Con- 
gress, December,  1834.  It  would  tlierefore  seem  proper, 
and  it  is  submitted  to  your  consideration,  and  that  of  any 
committee  uniting  with  you  on  the  part  of  the  bank, 
whether  the  claim  for  constructive  dsmages  had  not  better 
be  relinquished  by  the  bank,  and  only  a  full  indemnity  for 
any  actual  loss  be  received,  and  the  value  of  the  stock  be 
estimated  on  that  basis,  the  bank  in  the  mean  time  paying 
over  the  dividends  to  the  United  States  which  were  with- 
held in  1834. 

5.  Ail  the  special  deposites  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  supposed,  will  of  course  be  understood  (in  any 
detailed  arrangement  proposed)  as  proper  to  be  returned  or 
accounted  for,  independent  of  the  share  to  which  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  entitled  in  tho  capital  stock  and  the  profits; 
made  thereon.  So  of  all  funds  or  demands  held  under 
special  contract  with  the  United  States,  as  in  case  of  the 
Columbia  Bank  of  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia.  1 
make  suggestions  on  these  topics  of  the  dividends  with- 
held, and  the  special  deposites  and  special  contracts,  in 
order  to  prevent,  if  possible,  any  future  misapprehension  oi 
litigation  concerning  them,  should  they  not  be  expressly 
provided  for  in  any  arrangement  proposed.  I  take  the  lilh- 
erty  to  designate  the  30th  instant  as  the  day  of  your  meet- 
ing at  Philadelphia,  and  forward  this  to  Mr.  Gilpin,  the 
re8ident  in  that  city,  for  your  joint  use,  witli  a  request  that 
he  will  apprize  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  time  and  place 
designated,  as  well  as  the  two  banks;  and,  if  not  con- 
venient to  all,  that  he  make  arrangements,  mutually  agree- 
able, as  to  some  other  early  day  on  which  to  commence 
your  inquiries. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  icr- 
vant,  LEVI  WOODBURY. 

Secretart/  of  the  Treasurif, 

To  C.   C.   CiMBRELXTTG, '^ 

H.  D.  GiLPiw,  and     C  Esquires, 
JoHx  White,  j 

No.  9. 
PuiLADELPHiA,  September  29,  1836. 
Gentlemen  :  Having  l»een  selected  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  conjunction  with  Messrs.  C.  W.  Lawrence, 
of  New  York,  and  John  White,  of  Baltimore,  to  examine 
the  materials  on  which  was  founded  the  report  of  the  joint 
committee  of  directors  of  the  late  and  present  Banks  of  the 
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United  States,  tranimitted  to  him  on  the  10th  initant,  I 
am  requested  by  him  to  inform  you  of  the  time  and  place 
dengnated  for  our  meeting,  in  order  that,  if  not  conve- 
nient to  all,  such  aa  are  80  may  be  fixe^  upon.  We  pro- 
pose to  meet  at  10  o'clock,  on  Saturday  morning  next,  the 
Ist  October,  at  the  North  American  Hotel. 

The  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  19th 
instant,  communicated  to  the  president  of  both  banks,  ex- 
plains his  views  of  the  course  he  deems  most  eligible.  It 
is  therefore  only  necessary  to  add,  that  we  are  desirous  to 
make,  with  arlittle  delay  as  possible,  arrangements  mutu- 
ally suitable  to  all  parties. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

H.  D.  GILPIN. 

To  the  Prxsidknt  aitd  Dibbctobs 
of  the  Qank  of  the  U.  S,  eharUred  by  Congress. 

A  duplicate  of  the  above  was  addressed  **  To  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  char- 
tered by  Pennsylvania." 

No.  10. 
Bank  of  tub  Unitbd  Statx^, 

September  30,  1836. 
Sir:  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you,  in  reply  to  your 
letter  of  the  29th  instant,  that  Messrs.  Caleb  Cope, 
Richard  Price,  and  Robert  Toland,  have  been  appointed  a 
committee,  on  behalf  of  the  two  banks,  to  meet  the  commit- 
tee appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  re-ex- 
amine the  report  referred  to  in  his  letter  of  the  19th 
instant. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  JAUDON,  Cashier, 
H.  D.  GxLriN,  Esq.,  Walnut  street. 

No.  11. 
Philadxlfhia,  September  30,  1836. 
GETTTLEHB^r:  I  rcceivcd  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jaudon  of  this 
date,  mentioning  that  you  were  appointed  a  committee,  on 
behalf  of  the  two  banks,  to  meet  Messrs.  Lawrence,  White, 
and  myself.  Those  gentlemen  have  arrived  in  town,  aiid, 
if  convenient,  we  shall  be  obliged  by  your  meeting  us  at 
my  office,  to-morruw  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

H.  D.  GILPIN. 
To  Messrs.  Caleb  Cope, 

RicnAR'D  Price,  and 
Robert  Toland. 

No.   12. 
TaxAsuBT  Department, 

October  6,  1836. 
Gentlemen  :  In  my  letter  tu  you  of  the  21st  ultimo 
allusion  was  made  to  the  sales  and  valuation  of  the 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  a  price  much 
greater  than  the  estimate  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  bank,  fixing  its  value  per  share  at  only  $1 11  47.  This 
topic  was  alluded  to  as  furnishing  a  circumstance  which  in- 
dicated that  the  estimate  made  in  the  report  was  much  too 
low.  In  addition  to  that  circumstance,  and  what  was  be- 
fore suggested  in  connexion  with  it,  I  would  now  invite 
your  attention  to  the  report  of  the  special  agent  of  this  De- 
partment, as  to  the  actual  value  of  the  stock  of  the  bank 
in  1832,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  of  the  House  of  RepresenUtives,  founded  upon  that 
report,  and  upon  the  oaths  of  the  directors  of  the  bank,  as 
to  the  true  value  of  the  stock  in  January,  1832.  The  first 
of  these  reports,  as  understood  by  me,  made  the  real  value 
of  the  stock  of  the  bank  to  be  at  that  time  more  than  20 
per  cent,  above  par,  and  the  latter  report  more  than  23 
per  cent,  above  par.     For  the  particular  grounds  upon 


which  these  valuations  were  made,  you  are  respectfully  re- 
ferred to  the  reports  themselves. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  JVeasury.    ^ 
To  C.  W.  Lawbbnce,         "f 

Hbnbt  D.  Gilpin,  and  ^  Committee,  Uc.  < 
John  White,  Esqrs.,     j 

No.  13. 

Points  of  inquiry  particularly  suggested  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  proposed  accordingly. 

Sbptbmbxr  30,  1836. 

1 .  What  portions  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1836,  consisted  of  obligations  for  the  sale  of  its 
branches,  and  what  was  the  length  of  credit  given  on 
them! 

2.  What  amount  of  the  personal  securities  and  domes* 
tic  bills  on  huid  on  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  has  been  col- 
lected 1 

3.  What  was  the  amount  of  sales  and  receipts  of  the 
real  estate  and  banking-houses  since  the  3d  of  March, 
18361 

4.  What  has  been  received,  since  the  3d  of  March,  1886, 
of  the  amount  in  bills  of  other  banks  then  on  hand,  and  of 
balances  then  due  from  other  banks  1 

6.  What  amount  has  been  paid,  since  the  3d  of  March, 
1836,  for  the  liquidation  of  balances  then  due  to  other 
banks ;  for  the  redemption  of  notes  then  outstanding ;  for 
the  depositee  since  paid ;  and  for  the  actual  expenses  of 
conducting  the  business  of  the  institution  since  that  time  1 

6.  What  has  been  the  amount  lost  or  destroyed  of  notes 
issudd  by  the  bank  since  its  first  establishment,  according 
to  the  best  information  in  its  possession  1 

7.  What  amount  of  dividends  unclaimed  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1836,  has  been  since  paid  1 

No.  14. 
Philaoelphia,  October  11,  1836. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  promised  Messrs.  Lawrence  and  White  to 
inform  them  when  the  residue  of  the  information  and  state- 
ments, requested  in  the  memorandum  we  gave  you,  will 
probably  be  furnished.     If  the  committee  are  yet  able  to 
fix  a  time,  I  shall  be  obliged  by  your  letting  me  know. 
Very  respectfully,  A'c. 

H.  D.  GILPIN. 
To  Caleb  Cope,  Esq. 

No.  15. 
Philadelphia,  October  13,  1836. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  note  of  the  11th  is  received.  On  ap- 
plication at  the  bank,  I  learn  that  the  officers  have  not  as 
yet  been  able  to  make  out  all  the  required  statements,  ou 
account  of  the  pressure  of  other  duties.  The  cashier  as- 
sures me,  however,  that  they  will  be  ready  on  Monday 
morning  next. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

CALEB  COPE. 
HfiNRT  D.  Gilpin,  Esq. 

No.  16. 
Philadelphia,  October  18,  1836. 
Gentlemen:  From  the  note  of  Mr.  Cope  to  Mr.  Gil- 
pin, we  were  under  the  expectation  that  the  information 
therein  referred  to  would  have  been  furnished  to  us  yester- 
day. Not  having  received  it,  we  take  the  liberty  of  asking 
it  at  your  earliest  convenience,  and  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  you  will  let  us  have  such  of  it  as  is  prepared  at  as  early 
an  hour  to-morrow  as  you  can,  it  being  our  desire  to 
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nroootd  with  the  nocMMiy  kiTwtigations  as  soon  as  poc- 
rible. 

Very  rMpectfuIly,  Ac. 

'      H.  D.  GILPIN. 

C.  W.  LAWRENCE- 
JOHN  WHITE. 
To  Menn.  Calsb  Cofb, 

RicBAKB  P&icx,  and 

ROBBBT  ToLAFD. 

No.  17. 
Philadxlphia,  October  19,  1836. 
GzBTiBXBB :  I  am  duly  in  the  leoeipt  of  your  commu- 
nication addressed  to  the  committee  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  appointed  to  meet  you  in  the  existing  exam- 
inattpn  of  the  sufagect-matter  of  their  late  report 

T  regret  that  an  indisposition  in  Mr.  Cowperthwait*a 
ihnily  (who  promised  to  give  his  personal  attention  to  the 
natter)  has  prevented  an  earlier  compliance  with  your  re- 
quest I  did  not  suppose,  however,  that  the  tenor  of  my 
note  to  Mr.  Gilpin  conveyed  on  impression  that  the  answers 
to  your  inquiries  would  be  furnished  at  any  other  place  than 
at  the  bank. 

It  is  only  within  the  last  few  minutes  that  I  have  receiv- 
ed the  enclosed  document ;  and,  anxious  that  you  should 
have  it  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  I  have  concluded  to 
send  it  to  you  without  eonfereno^  with  my  colleagues. 
Yours,  very  leoBacl^j^ 

CALEB  COPE. 
To  H.  D.  GiLPiir,  "^ 

C.  W.  LAWBKircE,  and  >E»^ir€9. 

JOHB  WaiTBy  3 

No.  18. 

I.  The  amount  of  the  sales  of  the  debts,  dec.  at  the  of- 
fices, was  $14,839,034  71.  Some  of  the  sales  were  not 
finally  closed  until  after  the  8d  of  March,  although  the  ne- 
gotiations had  commenced,  and  in  some  cases  agreements 
had  been  concluded,  before  that  time.  The  credit  may  be 
stated,  generally,  at  one,  two^  threes  and  four  years,  with 
five  per  cent  interest  In  -ime  case,  fimr,  five»  six,  and 
seven  years  were  given  on  #:t50,Q00,  and  in  anothor, 
twenty  v®*'*  on  $1,000,000.  Besides  the.  long  paper 
arising  uom  these  sales,  loans  for  one  or  more  years  were 
made  both  at  the  bank  and  its  offices,  principally  with  a 
▼iew  to  the  employment  of  the  funds  during  the  process  of 
winding  up.  These  loans  amounted  at  Uie  parent  bank 
(including  those  transferred  from  Baltimore  and  Charleston, 
and  other  offices  which  had  closed  their  active  business) 
to  $13,111,774  62.  At  the  office  at  New  York,  the 
amount  of  such  loans  is  $1,673,480  08.  The  total 
amount  of  long  loans  is  therefore  $28,624,389  81,  and 
there  are  others  at  some  of  the  other  offices  which  it  would 
take  time  to  ascertain. 

II.  The  old  books  have  not  been  posted  up  since  the  8d 
of  March,  and  therefore  it  would  take  some  time  to  ascer- 
tain what  amount  of  notes  and  bills  have  been  paid  since 
that  date  i  but  the  materials  for  so  doing  are,  of  course,  all 
in  our  hands,  and  this  information  can  be  furnished,  if  ne- 
cesaaiy.  It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that,  of  the  active  debt 
on*  the  3d  of  March,  at  one  office  only,  $406,380  37  have 
been  protested  for  non-payment,  and  still  remain  in  the 
suspended  debt — ^being  upwards  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the 
whole  debt. 

III.  The  sales  of  real  estate,  (other  than  banki  ng-houees, ) 
since  March  3d,  amount  to  $628,290  86.  The  usual 
terms  of  sale  are,  one  fifth  cash,  and  the  balance  in  notes 
at  one,  two,  three,  and  four  years;  but,  in  some  cases, 
one,  two,  three,  and  four  years  are  given,  without  any  cash 
payment  Of  the  banking-houses  which  were  in  the  state- 
ment of  the  3d  of  March,  sales  have  been  completed  to  the 
gross  amount  of  $450,600.     To  this  must  be  added  the 


baJiking-house  at  New  York,  (entmeoualy  placed  in  the 
eolumn  of  raal'esUte^)  which  aold  for  $189,600. 

IV.  The  State  bank  notes  and  balances  may  be  cooaid- 
erad  as  pai<f.  If  all  the  balances  had  been  required  to  ba 
remifted  to  Philadelphia,  at  the  current  rates  of  exchange, 
there  would  have  been  a  large  deduction  from  the  ameunt, 
paiticularly  of  the  Western  balancce— in  some  < 
much  as  2^  per  cent 

V.  The  balances  due  to  State  banks  wars  all  1 
by  the  new  hank,  and  are  or  may  be  con«idered  aa  paid 
Th»  same  is  the  case  as  to  all  deposites,  excepting  the  sum 
of  $2,442  18,  which  remains  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasam 
ofthe  United  States. 

The  nett  circulation  of  the  notes  of  the 

bankwas,  ontheSdof  March    -  -    $20,680,435 

And  on  the  12ih  of  October  -  -     .  ]0,6S8»897 


Showing  the  redempUon  of  -  -    $10,142,038 

The  expenses  paid  from  the  3d  March  to  the  1st  Octo- 
ber amount  to  $225,471  59.  The  precise  portion  whidi 
belongs  to  the  business  of  the  old  bank  it  would  take  some 
time  to  asoertaiu ;  but  we  presume  that  the  expenaea  of 
merely  winding  up  the  business  of  the  old  bank  would  have 
been  four  fifths  of  this  amount 

YI.  There  are  very  few  data  in  the  bank  on  which  to 
found  an  estimate  of  the  notes  that  have  been  loat  or  de- 
stntyed.  The  nearest  approach  to  any  accurate  atatement 
is  what  is  given  by  the  circulation  of  the  old  offices  at 
Cincinnati  and  ChUlicothe.  The  total  issues  of  notes  at 
these  offices  was  $1,050,000;  of  which  $1,048,085  have 
been  paid  and  cancelled ;  leaving  still  outstanding  $1,915. 
What  part  of  these  will  be  presented  for  payment  it  is  im- 
possible to  say ;  but  if  even  one  half  ehould  be  anppoeed 
to  be  destroyed,  the  per  oentage  of  ices  on  the  issues  would 
be  about  one  tenth  of  one  per  cent 

YII.  Ofthe  unclaimed  dividends,  amounting,  on  the  Sd 
of  March,  to  $253,937  43,  the  exact  sum  paid  cannot  be 
accurately  stated,  as  the  returns  from  the  officea  do  not  dit- 
tinguirii  between  those  and  the  subsequent  dividend ;  but 
the  best  estimate  which  we  can  make  is,  that  $318,597  43 
have  been  paid. 

No.  19. 
PniLADXLPBii,  October  20,  1836. 

Gbxtlxxxx:  We  received  yesterday  afternoon  Mr. 
Cope*s  letter,  enclosing  a  statement  in  reply  to  several  m- 
quiries  suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which 
we  left  with  you  at  our  last  interview  on  the  3d  instant 
It  will  be  perceived  that  a  principal  object  of  those  inquiries 
was  to  ascertain  accurately  what  amount  of  personal  secu- 
rities and  domestic  biUs  on  hand,  when  the  charter  expired, 
has  since  been  collected ;  what  amount  ef  depositea  then 
held  by  the  bank  has  since  been  paid ;  and  what  amount  of 
the  notes  then  in  circulation  has  been  since  redeemed.  As 
this  period  now  exceeds  seven  months,  it  is  evident  that  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  these  facts  would  have  enabled  us 
not  only  completely  to  verify  a  very  large  proportion  of 
what  is  matter  of  estimate  in  the  report  transmitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  of  the  value  of  the  property  of 
the  bank  on  the  Sd  of  March  last,  but  would  have  exhibit- 
ed, in  the  plainest  manner,  what  sum  the  United  States  are 
now  entitled  to  receive  as  their  share  of  the  ftinds  collected. 

We  regret  extremely  that  it  has  not  been  in  your  power 
to  furnish  this  information,  and  that  (as  you  state)  the 
books  of  the  bank  have  not  been  posted  up  during  the  last 
seven  months.  Had  its  accounts  been  so  kept  as  to  show 
what  portion  of  its  property  outstanding  on  the  3d  of  March 
last  has  since  been  received,  and  what  portion  of  its  Uabili- 
ties  has  since  been  paid,  an  adjustment  of  the  sum  which 
the  United  States  ought  now  to  receive,  and  an  arrange- 
ment relative  to  future  paymento  to  them,  might  ha^e  been 
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made  with  scarcely  eny  difficulty.  Tou  anp  aware,  from 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  to  Mr.  Bevan, 
the  president  of  the  bank,  on  the  19th  September,  that  he 
has  been  anxious  that  payments  should  have  ^n  made, 
from  time  to  time,  towards  the  entire  portion  which  belongs 
to  the  United  States,  and  that  he  is  particulafly  desirous 
now  to  receive  their  share  of  the  collections,  with  a  view  to 
the  approaching  deposite  of  a  large  part  of  the  /eceipts  of 
the  year  with  the  different  States.  Besides,  a  payment  of 
the  dividend  belonging  to  the  United  States,  after  deducting 
from  the  sums  received  during  the  last  seven  months  the 
actual  disbursements,  seems  to  be  the  first  step,  and  one 
equally  usual,  obvious,  and  correct. 

In  doing  this,  it  would  have  undoubtedly  been  preferable 
to  take  the  exact  amount  of  such  dividend  from  the  books 
and  accounts  of  the  banks  since  the  3d  of  March,  had  it 
been  in  your  power  to  furnish  it.  However,  after  the  in- 
vestigation w£  made  with  you,  and  an  examination  of  such 
documents  as  we  did  receive,  we  believe  this  can  be  so  as- 
certained that  you  will  see  the  propriety  of  making  a  con- 
siderable payment  on  account. 

Taking,  as  the  basis  of  our  calculations,  the  report  made 
by  the  buik  itself  of  the  value  of  its  property  on  the  3d  of 
March  last,  we  arrive  at  the  following  result  as  to  its  col- 
lections and  disbursements  since  that  day : 

1.  The  active  debt,  estimated,  in  the  report,  to  be  due 
in  44i  days  after  the  3d  March,  1836,  is  as  follows : 
Bills  discounted  on  per- 
sonal security  -^17,159,822  20 

Domestic    bills   of  ex- 
change       -  -     16,413,144  26 

Notes    discounted     on 

bank  stock        -        -     1,291,915  72 

Notes  discounted  on  oth- 
er securities    -        -      4,061,653  71 

$88,926,436  89 

2.  Locms  drawing  interest,  as  follows : 
At  6  per  cent  due  8th 

February,  1836  -  $466,800,  00 
At  6  per  cent,  due  8th 

November,  1835  -  1,296,678  00 
At  6  per  cent  due  8th 

December,  1835  -  3,317,605  09 
At  6  per  cent,  due  20th 

December,  1835        -         355,500  00 


8.  Available  fimds. 
Due  by  State  banks         -     4,958,234  75 
Notes  of  State  banks        -     2,229,947  05 


6,436,083  09 


7,188,181  80 
Deduct  due  to  State  banks    2,255,003  78 

Balance  of  available  funds 4,933, 178  02 

4.  Specie        -  .  -  -    5,695,077  26 


Making  a  total  of  assets  due  shortly  after 
the  dd  of  March        ... 

The  liabilities  of  the  bank  on  the  3d  of 
March  were  as  follows  : 

1.  Notes  in  circulation  $21,109,352  23 

2.  Dividends  unclaimed        253,937  43 

3.  Due  Barings,  &c.    -        871,777  40 

4.  PubUcdebt  -        120,621   87 

5.  Deposites    -  -    3,694,048  25 


54,890,774  25 


Making  a  total  amount  of  liabilities  on 

the  3d  March,  1836  -  -     25,449,737  18 

Deducting,  therefore,  the  total  liabilities    — — — 

of  the  bank  from  the  above  assets,  it 

leaves  a  surplus  of    -  -  -  $29,441,037  07 


It  thus  appeara  that  the  sum  which  has  become  due,  af- 


ter an  allowance  for  the  payment  of  the  entire  amount  of 
deposites  and  tKb  whole  circulation  outatandlng  on  the  3d  of 
March  Ihst,  has  been  about  tiyenty-nine  millions  of  doUan^ 
of  which  the  United  Stattoi  aire  entitled  to  reoeire  for 
their  share  upwards  of 'five  millions  eeven  hundred  thousflod 
doilare. 

Should  even  so  large  a  portion  as  ten  millions  of  the  sum 
estimated  in  your  report  as  due  before  the  1st  of  May  laft» 
be  yet  uncollected,  it  will  still  leave  a  sum  little  short  i 
four  millions  of  doUara  that  may  be  at  once  paid  over  toth* 
United  States. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is,  as  we  have  remarked, 
particularly  desirous  that  whatever  dividend  is  due  should 
be  immediately  ascertained  and  paid  over,  so  as  to  be  de« 
posited  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  Congress ;  ahd  we 
may  add,  that  it  appean  to  ns  to  be  the  most  equitable^and 
simple  mode  of  proceeding. 

In  conclusion,  therefore,  we  have  to  ask,  through  you* 
the  payment  by  the  bank,  into  the  Treasury,  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  funds  collected  since  the  3d  March  last,  whidb 
belongs  to  the  United  States.  If  it  cannot  be  done  forth- 
with, we  shall  be  obliged  by  yoiv  naming  the  earliest  day- 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 
H.  D.  GILPIN. 
C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 
JOHN  WHITE. 

To  Messrs.  Calsb  OoFft,  ^ 

RicHABD  Pmios,  mtti'^ Bnqmres, 

No!  20. 
PhiXuIvsIiPRia,  October  28,  1836. 

GsKTLivxir :  We  are  an  receipt  of  your  letter  of  th* 
20th  instant.  The  views  it  presento  are  so  new  and  unez* 
peeled,  that  it  becomes  necessary  to  recall  your  attention 
to  the  pecnltar  relations  in  which  we  stand  to  each  other. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  anxious  to  settle 
with  the  Government,  and  for  that  purpose  to  adjust  and 
pay  ita  pioportional  shave.  But  as  the  institution  was  not 
dosed,  but  continued,  mi  'the  retirement  of  a  single  part- 
MTt  no  winding «p^  technically  speaking,  could  take  place ; 
and  Uie^bwious  course- of  fMlmneiit  was,  to  estimate  the 
value  of  the  ehares  at  the  time  of  separation,  and  let  the 
bank  pay  it ;  collecting  the  debto  afterwards,  so  as  to  preis 
lightly  on  the  community.  This  was  accordingly  done. 
A  committee  of  the  late  and  present  bank,  with  the  aid  of 
another  committee  acting  as  arbitrators,  made  an  estimate 
of  the  value  of  the  stock,  which  they  decided  to  be  worth 
$111  47  per  share.  This  estimate  was  forwarded  on  the 
10th  of  September,  by  the  president  of  the  bank,  to  the- 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  a  declaration  that  **  all  the 
materials  on  which  it  is  founded  will  of  course  be  submit* 
ted  to  any  examination  which  you  may  desire  to  make.'* 
The  Secretary  answered,  on  the  20th  of  September,  '<  I 
have  cheerfully  accepted  your  offer  as  trustee  of  that  bank, 
and  in  actual  possession  of  ita  asseto  and  books,  to  permit 
an  examination  to  be  made  of  the  materials  upon  wliidi 
that  report  is  founded  in  any  mode  most  agreeable  to  me." 
And  in  the  letter  lirom  the  Secretary  to  the  president  of  die 
late  bank,  dated  the  19th  of  September,  he  says  that  he 
would  appoint  three  gentlemen  <*to  investigate  tkose  n»« 
terials,  and  report  to  me  their  views  upon  them,  and  also 
the  proper  basis  of  a  settlement ;"  and  accordingly,  in  the 
letter  to  the  bank  of  the  29th  of  September,  announcing 
your  appointment,  you  say  that  yon  had  been  selected  **  to 
examine  the  materials  on  which  was  founded  the  report  of 
the  joint  committee  of  directora  of  the  late  and  pretent 
Banks  of  the  United  States^ 

From  courtesy,  and  a  desire  to  fieicilitate  that  investiga- 
tion, we  were  named  to  meet  you.  We  did  so  ;  and  have 
endeavored  to  explain  to  you  our  views  in  making  oar 
estimate.     After  a  number  of  conferences,  occupied  exclu- 
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sively  with  that  subject,  you  withdrew,  end,  after  an  inter- 
val of  iome  days,  returned  and  addressed  to  us  the  letter 
we  are  now  answering ;  in  which,  without  any  allusion  to 
the  subject  of  our  past  interviews,  or  any  invitation  to  re- 
sume them,  and  without  apprizing  us  whether  your  esti- 
mates difieied  from  ours,  so  that  we  might  discuss  and 
perhaps  reconcile  them,  you  start  an  entirely  new  topic, 
and  say  that  the  bank  hwi  collected  fiAy-four  millions  of 
debt  within  the  last  seven  monthly  and  insist  upon  the  im- 
mediate payment  into  the  Tfeas«7  of  $6,700,000. 

Now,  supposing  all  this  to  be  exactly  as  you  state ;  the 
obvious  answer  to  it,  on  our  part,  is,  that  this  is  not  our 
afiair ;  and  that,  if  you  wish  to  moke  any  such  claim  upon 
the  bank,  we  are  not  the  proper  channel  for  presenting  it. 
We  understood  that  you  came  here  to  examine  our  state- 
ment. We  met  you  for  that  purpose,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose only  ;  and  if  you  do  not  wish  to  pursue  the  inquiry, 
we  are  quite  willing  to  drop  it.  Lest,  however,  our  si- 
lence should  be  misconstrued  into  an  acquiescence  in  your 
statements,  we  think  it  right  to  make  a  few  remarks  on 
them: 

First.  The  books  of  the  late  bank  were  not  posted  up  to 
the  present  time,  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  was  wholly 
unnecessary  to  do  so.  The  new  bank  was  mainly  interest- 
ed in  the  old  debts,  and  intended  to  collect  them  at  the 
same  time  that  it  continued  its  own  business.  It  saw  no 
use  in  keeping  up  double  accounts  for  the  same  debt ;  nev- 
ertheless, we  apprized  you  that,  if  you  wished,  it  should 
be  done.  You  now  express  only  regret  that  it  was  not 
done,  but  no  wish  to  have  it  done. 

8econd.  In  our  various  conferences  you  distinctly  inti- 
mated the  belief  that  the  Treasury  Department  did  not  wish 
for  an  immediate  payment  from  the  bank;  that,  on  the.  con- 
trary, the  Secretary,  looking  forward  to  the  probaUe  wants 
of  the  Treasury,  would  prefer  to  postpone  the  payments 
till  the  years  1839,  1840,  and  1841.  Wa  are  surprised, 
therefore,  now  to  learn  from  you  the  **  particular  desire'' 
of  the  Secretary  to  receive  immediate  payments  before  the 
1st  of  January  next.  This  question  not  being  within  our 
competence,  we  offer  no  opinion  of  fhe  pvobaUe  conse- 
quences of  withdrawing  nearly  six  miirions  from  the  com- 
mercial business  of  the  country  at  Uiis  moment ;  and  we 
advert  to  it  now  merely  to  express  our  surprise  tft  the 
change  in  your  views. 

Third.  But  the  part  of  your  letter  which  appears  to  us 
the  most  singular,  is  that  in  which  you  state  the  amount  of 
the  collections  of  the  bank,  and  y6ur  plans  for  distributing 
them.  Your  letter,  for  instance,  presents  the  following 
view: 
The  active  debt  of  the  bank  on  the  3d  of 

March  last  was        -  -  -  $54,890,774  26 

The  total  liabilities  of  the  bank  on  that 

day  were  .        -  .  .     26,449,737  18 


Leaving  a  balance  of     -  -  $29,441,037  07 

which,  you  say,  *<  has  become  due,."  and  you  request  that 
$5,700,000  be  at  once  paid  to  the  United  States. 

Now,  this  calculation  is  founded  on  the  presumption  that 
within  the  last  seven  months  the  whole  of  these  fifty-four 
millions  have  been  paid  by  the  debtors  to  the  bank.  That 
such  an  event  could  occur  during  a  period  of  pecuniary 
pressure  almost  unexampled  in  the  history  of  the  country, 
IS  not  only  improbable,  but  wholly  incredible.  The  error 
seems  to  arise  from  this :  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  to  their 
cash  value  the  thirty  eight  millions  in  the  first  class,  they 
were  assumed  in  the  report  to  be  due  in  44^  days.  But 
you  make  these  debts  not  only  due  at  that  time,  but  as  ac- 
tually paid  within  that  time ;  a  difference  on  which  it  is  su- 
perfluous to  insist,  with  regard  to  the  payment  of  such  an 
amount  in  so  short  a  time.  This  will  be  evident  from  an 
analysis  of  the  very  items  on  which  your  statement  is 
founded : 


Ist.  Thuii  the  first  dass  amounU  to  $38,926,435  89. 
Now,  the  whole  collections  from  this  class  amount  to  only 
$13,299,324  33,  as  will  be  seen  by  Uking  up  the  items 
in  the  order  in  which  you  have  presented  them.  The 
first  item  is  *<  bills  discounted  on  personal  security, 
$  1 7, 1 59, 823  20. "  Now,  it  has  already  been  explained  to 
you,  that,  of  this  sum,  thete  were  sales  of  some  of  the 
branches  on  crcditi  of  several  years  agreed  to ;  but,  owing 
to  their  distance,  not  finally  completed  until  after  the  3d  of 
March.  The  sales  of  the  branches  at  New  Orleans  and 
Mobile  embraced,  as  you  will  see  by  the  general  statement, 
the  sum  of         -  -  -  -  $4,516,332  CO 

And  there  were  also,  as  has  been  already 

explained  to  you,  <Mong  loans'*  at  New 

York  amounting  to     -  -  -     1,673,480  08 

Making    ^       -  -  -    $6,189,812  68 

besides  other  **  long  loans,"  which  require  more  time  than 
we  have  at  this  moment  at  our  command  to  particularize, 
and  which  arc  therefore  omitted.  Deducting  these  two 
sums,  there  will  remain  of  Current  debt  $10,970,009  53. 
Looking  to  the  long  credits  which  it  was  deemed  necessaiy 
to  give  on  the  sales  of  the  branches,  and  to  the  ordinary 
course  of  the  re{|uctions  in  banking  business,  especially  in 
the  troubled  state  of  the  moneyed  concerns  and  the  remo- 
vals of  a  considerable  part  of  the  loans,  with  a  reduction 
of  ten  ppr  cent  or  less,  it  will  be  an  ample  allowance  to 
place  one  fourth  of  this  sum  as  actually  paid,  say 

$2,742,50233 
The  receipts  from  sales  of  the  branches  must 

be  added  to  this  sum;   tlicy  amount  to     2,350,249  83 

$5,092,752  30 


The  second  item  consists  of  domestic  bills,  amounting 
to  $16,413,144  26. 

Of  these,  you  were  already  informed  that  $405,280  87 
were  under  protest  at  a  single  branch.  At  other  ofiices, 
bills  at  long  dates  were  taken  in  payment  of  doubtful  debts 
and  are  not  yet  at  maturity.  Taking  into  view  these  cir- 
cumstances, in  connexion  with  the  course  of  business  in  di- 
rect renewals  of  bills,  or  in  the  discount  of  new  bills  to 
enable  the  parties  to  take  them  up,  it  is  a  moderate  estimate 
to  suppose  that  one  half  the  amount  remains  still  unpaid. 
This  would  leave,  as  actual  payments,  $8,206,572  13. 
The  third  and  fourth  items,  consisting  of 

loans  on  bank  stock    -  -  •    $1,291,915  72 

And   on  other  securities  -  -      4,061,553  71 


Amounting  to      -  -    $5,353,469  43 

have  been,  in  fact,  all  renewed,  with  recently  a  small  re- 
duction. These,  therefore,  must  of  course  be  omitted. 
The  whole  actual  collections  from  this  clsss,  then,  are  only 
$13,299,324  33. 

2.  Your  second  class  is  of  loans  drawing  interest, 
amounting  to  $5,486,083  09. 

In  this  you  have  mistaken  the  column  of  the  report  gi? - 
ing  the  date  to  which  <*  interest  has  been  paid,"  for  the  date 
of  the  maturity  of  the  loans.  These  are,  in  fact,  all 
« long  loans,'*  made  in  order  to  invest  the  funds  during 
the  two  years  of  winding  up ;  and  they  remain  just  as  they 
were  on  the  4th  of  March.  Of  course,  these  must  be 
stricken  from  your  list. 

3.  The  third  class  is  of  Stste  bank  debts,  amounting  to 
$4,933,178  02. 

Of  this  sum,  the  general  statement  submitted  to  you 
shows  that  $  1, 093, 1 8 1  62  was  due  to  Louisville.  It  arose 
from  the  collections  of  the  discounted  notes  of  the  branch 
at  Louisville,  which  were  deposited  with  the  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky until  the  4th  of  March ;  when  this  debt,  now  amount- 
ing to  $1,100,000,  was  convened  into  the  notes  of  that 
bank,  at  one,  two,  three,  and  four  years.     This,  therefore, 
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must   be  struck  from  your  list  of  coUec^ons,   leaviug 
$3,833,178  02. 

The  whole  of  the  GollecUons,  theiefore,  will  be — 
From  billB  discounted  -$3,742,502  38 
From  sales  of  branches  -  2,350,249  82 
From  domestic  bills  of 

exchange  -  -  8,206,572  13 

$13,299,324  33 

From  State  banks        ...        3,833,17802 


Add  specie  used  in  paying  debts 
Making  an  aggregate  of 


17,132,602  35 
5,695,077  25 


$22,727,579  60 


Against  these  collections  you  have  placed  as  debts,  for 
which  the  bank  has  to  hold  itself  responsible  on  demand, 
the  sum  of  -  -  -  -    $35,449,737  18 

But  you  have  omitted  one  item  in  the 
general  statement,  namely,  the  bal- 
ance due  by  Banks  United  States  and 
offices  in  general  account,  amount- 
ing to  -  -  -  -        1,648,869  31 


Making  an  aggregate  of 


$26,998,606  49 


From  the  view  thus  presented,  it  results  that  the  bank  has 

paid  and  is  bound  to  pay      -  -    $26,998,606  49 

It  has  collected  for  tliat  purpose  -      22,737,579  60 

It  has  not,  therefore,  collected  the  amount 

of  its  liabilities  by  the  sum  of  -      $4,271,026  89 

This  will  not  surprise  any  one  familiar  with  the  great 
hazard  of  hastening  oollections  from  an  embarrassed  com- 
munity. 

The  first  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  expired  in 
1811,  made  no  dividend  for  fifteen  months.  More  than 
four  years  elapsed  before  it  divided  its  nominal  capital ;  and 
the  subsequent  dividends  were  made  at  six,  nine,  and 
twelve  or  more  years  after  the  termination  of  its  charter ; 
so  that  the  proposition  to  settle  at  the  rate  of  $111  47  per 
share,  (adding,  of  course,  about  forty  cents  per  share  to 
correct  the  error  in  the  estimate  of  banking-houses,)  should 
be  regarded  as  highly  reasonable  and  liberal ;  and  if  this 
were  pc^d  on  the  terms  upon  which  the  bank  has  sold  its 
branches — say  one,  two,  three,  and  four  years — so  as  to 
collect  it  gently  from  the  community,  all  parties  would  be 
benefited. 

In  conciusion,  we  repeat  what  we^bave  already  stated. 
We  have  formed  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  shares  of 
the  bank  on  the  4th  of  March.  If  you  incline  to  form  your 
own  estimate,  we  are  quite  ready  to  resume  the  inquiry 
that  has  been  interrupted.  If  you  wish  to  make  the  actual 
receipts  the  basis  of  the  settlement,  we  can  only  say  that 
not  enough  has  been  collected  to  pay  the  charges ;  and 
that  therefore,  as  yet,  there  is  no  surplus  to  divide. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  CALEB  COPE. 

RICHAKD  PRICE. 
ROBERT  TOLAND. 

To  H.  D.  GiLPix,  ^ 

C.  W.  Lawrence,  tmd^  Esquires. 

J.   WuiTE,  J 

No.  21. 
Philadelphia,  November  4,  1836. 

GsifTLEiiiEN:  We  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  of 
October.  It  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  your  views  of  the 
peculiar  relations  we  stand  in  to  each  other.  Being  au- 
thorized, as  you  admit,  **  to  investigate  and  report  on  the 
proper  basis  of  a  settlement"  between  the  United  States 
and  the  bank,  our  inquiry,  whether  the  bank  would  pay 
Vol.  XIII.— i? 


into  the  Tieasury  that  portion  of  the  funds  collected  since 
the  3d  of  March  last  which  belongs  to  the  United  States, 
was  not  merely  usual  and  correct  as  a  first  step,  but  clearly 
within  the  scope  of  our  mutual  relations. 

Your  letter  has  two  assertions  which  we  must  correct  in 
the  outset: 

1st.  YfiVL  say  our  conferences  were  occupied  exclusively 
in  examining  your  estimate  of  the  3d  of  March  last ;  that 
we  then  withdrew,  and  that  on  our  return  we  started,  an 
entirely  new  topic.  .  Oil  the  contrary,  the  transactions  of 
the  bank,  and  the  result,  of  its  business  sinc^  the  3d  of 
March,  were  the  first  and  principal  subjects  of  our  inquiry, 
and  our  adjournment  was  to  give  your  officers  the  oppor- 
tunity necessary  for  them  to  prepare  the  requisite  informa- 
tion,  which  they  could  not  furnish  at  the  time.  All  this 
appears  by  your  own  letters  of  the  Idth  and  19th  of  Octo- 
ber, and  the  paper  enclosed  in  the  latter.  These  allude 
explicitly  to  the  causes  of  adjournment,  and  communicate, 
in  reply  to  our  inquiries,  information  which  scarcely  re- 
lates at  all  to  your  estimate,  but  almost  entirely  to  the 
subsequent  collections  and  disbursements  of  the  bank. 

2d.  You  say  we  intimated  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  preferred  postponing  the  payments  by  the  bank. 
On  the  contrary,  not  only  did  we  tell  you  repeatedly  that 
our  recommendation  of  the  mode  of  settlement  (whether  by 
prompt  payment  of  the  amount  collected,  or  by  an  estimate 
of  the  value  of  the  assets)  would  depend  on  the  investiga- 
tion we  were  then  making ;  but  besides,  at  our  first  inter- 
view, we  read  you  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  1 9th  of  September,  as  the  basis  of  our  action  ; 
and  it  was  on  the  table  and  constantly  referred  to  at  all  our 
conferences.  In  that  letter  he  expressly  and  repeatedly 
states  that  anxiety  for  an  early  payment  which  you  now 
inform  us  you  are  so  surprised  to  learn. 

We  correct  these  erroneous  assertions  made  by  you,  lest 
our  silence  should  be  misconstrued  into  an  acquiescence  in 
your  statements. 

We  do  not  agree  in  your  calculation  of  the  assets  that 
have  become  due  since  the  8d  of  March  last,  ner  accede  to 
your  views  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  bank  in  regard  to 
them.  As,  however,  you  say,  finally  and  explicitly,  that 
not  enough  has  been  collected  to  pay  the  charges,  and  that 
therefore,  as  yet,  there  is  no  surplus  to  divide,  we  must,  of 
course,  forego  our  wish  to  make  the  actual  receipts  the 
basis  of  settlement,  and  resort  to  what  alone  is  left^ — an  ex- 
amination of  the  estimated  value  of  the  shares  of  the  bank 
on  the  3d  of  March  last.  This  we  desire  to  do.  The  in- 
vestigations already  made,  and  documents  furnished,  lead 
us  to  the  opinion  that  the  valuation  ought  to  be  higher  than 
that  in  the  report  of  the  bank.  There  are  some  points, 
however,  on  which  our  information  may  be  more  perfect. 
If  you  will  furnish  it,  we  will  complete  our  valuation,  and 
pursue  with  you,  at  an  early  day,  such  further  examina- 
tions as  will  enable  us  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  estimate. 

We  enclose  a  memorandum  of  the  points  to  which  we  refer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

H.  D.  GILPIN. 
JOHN  WHITE. 

I  consider  the  above  statement,  made  by  Messrs.  Gilpin 
and  White,  in  regard  to  the  proceedings  and  intercourse  of 
the  committee  on  behalf  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
witli  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  to  be  perfectly 
correct.  C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 

To  Caleb  Cope,  "^ 

Richard  Price,  and  >  Esquires. 
Robert  Tolani»,       j 

Memorandum  of  points  on  which  information  is  desired? 

November  4,  183*6. 

1.   CossKs. 

In  the  report  on  suspended  debt  and  real  estate,  you  say 

that  you  have  been  guided  by  the    estimates  of  the  last 
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semUannual  period,  vix :  of  June  and  July  of  this  year. 
That  estimate  of  total  loss  is  $5,867,282  16;  the  estimate 
of  the  3d  of  March  is  $5,968,735  07 ;  making  an 
over-estimate  in  March  of  $101,452  01.  We  desire  an 
explanation  of  this  difference,  and  of  the  particulars  com- 
posing the  $308,755  88  charged  to  losses  chargeable  be- 
tween March  and  July. 

2.  Bakk  ^roTEs. 

What  was  the  amount  of  notes  of  the  bank  and  oflfices 
in  trannlu  on  the  3d  of  March,  1836 1 

What  was  the  amount  of  State  bank  notes  in  tranaitu 
at  that  time  1  What  denomination  of  notes  composed  the 
nett  circulation  of  the  bank  at  that  time  1 

Have  any  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  been  reissued  since 
the  3d  of  March,  1836 ;  and  if  so,  to  what  amount  1 

Have  the  $13,324,917  of  notes  on  hand  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1836,  and  the  $10,142,038  since  redeemed,  been 
cancelled  ? 

3.  Bastk  axd  oypicb  balances. 

We  are  yet  without  a  statement  of  the  items  which  con- 
stituted the  balance  of  this  account,  viz. :  $1,548,869  01, 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1836.  We  will  thank  you  to  fur- 
nish it 

4.    DlSCOUlTTS,  BXCBAireX,  AVO  IITTEBXST. 

We  wish  to  know  the  amount  of  profits  reported  by  the 
dividend  committee  at  each  semi-annual  period  since  July, 
1834,  and  the  various  appropriations  thereof. 

5.    DZYICIE5CIES. 

We  with  a  statement  of  this  account,  and  estimate  of  its 
value. 

6.  General  statement  of  the  bank  avu  oitices. 

We  wish  a  copy  of  this  account,  as  it  stood  on  the  books 
of  the  bank  on  the  3d  of  March  last. 

No.  23. 
Philadelphia,  November  16,  1886. 
Gentlemen  :  We  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  4th 
instant,  and  as  we  find  that  it  will  be  some  time  before  re- 
plies can  be  furnished  to  the  queries  which  you  have  pro- 
posed, we  deem  it  proper  at  once  to  reafilinn  the  contents 
of  our  letter  of  the  28th  October,  especially  in  reference  to 
the  "  two  assertions''  which  you  have  undertaken  to  <<  cor- 
rect." 

1.  We  must  repeat  most  distinctly  our  understanding 
**  that  you  came  here  to  examine  our  statement ;"  and  that 
**  we  metyou  for  that  purpose,  and  for  that  purpose  only.'* 
It  was  stated  in  the  plainest  manner  by  the  officers  of  the 
bank,  before  we  commenced  the  examination,  that  if  a 
settlement  on  the  basis  of  winding  up  the  affairs  of  the 
bank  were  insisted  on,  the  examination  most  be  postponed 
until  the  old  books  could  be  posted  up ;  but  that  if  you 
were  disposed  to  settle  upon  the  basis  of  a  valuation,  wc 
could  at  once  proceed.  We  concurred  in  this  statement, 
and  you  acquiesced  in  it,  and  accordingly  proceeded  with 
the  examination  of  the  tatimaie  of  the  value  of  the  stock, 
and  the  documents  upon  which  it  was  founded.  The  ob- 
ject, therefore,  we  must  believe,  was  to  make  a  valuation, 
and  not  to  ascertain  whether  the  affairs  of  the  bank  had  so 
far  been  wound  up  as  to  entitle  the  stockholders  to  a  divi- 
dend. 

2.  We  must  repeat,  also,  that  you  distinctly  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  <*  looking 
forwaird  to  the  probable  wants  of  the  l^reasury,  would  pre- 
fer to  postpone  the  payments  till  the  years  1839,  1840, 
and  1841,"  on  the  ground  that  a  serious  decrease  in  the 
revenue  might  be  apprehended  from  the  operations  of  the 
tariff  laws  in  the  first  and  last  named  of  those  years,  which 
the  payments  from  the  bank  would  serve  to  make  up. 

Having  Uius  stated,  as  concisely  as  possible,  what  wc 
consider  necessary  to  vindicate  ourselves  from  the  charge 


of  having  made  "erroneous  assertions,"  we  have  only  to 
add,  that  it  will  give  us  great  pleasure  to  resume  with  you 
*<  such  further  examination  as  will  enable  us  [you]  to  ar- 
rive at  a  satisfactory  estimate." 

The  answers  to  your  queries  will  he  transmitted  to  you 
as  soon  as  they  can  be  prepared. 

We  are,  very  respectfully, 

CALEB  COPE. 
RICHARD  PRICE. 
«  ROBT,  TOLAND, 

To  Henbt  D.  Gilfin,  ^ 

John  White,  and  S-Eequiree, 
C.  W.  Lawbxnce,  3 

No.  24. 
PfliLADSLrBiA,  December  19,  1836. 
Gentlemen:  Being  desirous  to  complete,  with  you, 
the  examination  of  the  estimated  value  of  the  shares  of  the 
bank,  referred  to  in  our  last  correspondence,  and  towards 
which  we  asked  for  the  information  promised  in  your  letter 
of  the  16th  November,  we  shall  be  glad  to  be  furnished 
with  it,  and  to  pursue  with  you  such  further  examination 
as  may  be  necessary.  It  will  be  a  great  convenience  to  us 
if  this  can  be  done  to-morrow ;  if  not,  we  must  ask  you  to 
name  the  earliest  day. 

Very  respectfully,  dec. 

H.  D.  GILPIN. 
JOHN  WHITE. 
To  Messrs.  Caleb  Cofb, 

Richard  Price,  and 
Robert  Toland. 

No.  25. 
Philabblphia,  December  20,  1836. 
Gentlemen  :  We  are  this  day  in  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  19th  instant,  and  have  now  the  pleB»- 
ure  to  enclose  you  the  information  which  you  requested 
might  be  furnished  per  your  letter  of  the  4th  ultimo. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  pursue  with  you  <*such  fur&er  ex- 
amination as  may  be  necessary,"  in  regard  to  the  *' esti- 
mated value  of  the  shares  of  the  bank,"  whenever  it  may 
be  most  agreeable  or  convenient  to  you  to  do  so. 
We  arc,  very  respectfully, 

CALEB  COPE. 
RICHARD  PRICE. 
ROBERT  TOUAND. 
To  H.  D.  Gilpin,        ^ 

John  WhiteJ  and  ^Esquiree. 
C.  W.  LahM^ence,  j 

No.  26. 

Answer  to  the  **  memorandum  of  point*  oti  which  infor- 
motion  is  desired^*  by  Messrs,  Gilpin,  While,  and  Law- 
rence, which  **  memoratidum"  was  enclosed  in  their  Id- 
ler of  November  4,  1836. 

1.  The  difference  of  $101,652  91,  between  the  esti- 
mated losses  in  March  and  July,  is  explained  in  the  ac- 
companying statement,  (marked  A,)  by  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  this  sum  lb  made  up  of  increased  estimates  of 
loss  on  sundry  banking-houses,  of  deficiencies,  counter- 
feits, dec.  The  statement  marked  B  explains  the  charge 
of  $308,755  88  to  the  account  of  'Mosses  chargeable, 
dec,"  the  principal  item  being  the  losses  at  Charleston, 
which  were  accidentally  omittc«l  in  the  March  statement, 
amounting  to  $205,129  10 ;  anotlier  large  item  is  the  Iocs 
on  sale  of  the  suspended  debt  of  the  office  at  Cincinnati, 
amounting  to  $140,846;  and  a  third  is  the  loss  of 
$85,657  34  on  the  banking-house  at  Baltimore. 

2.  The  amount  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  and  offices  in 
transitu,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  as  shown  by  the  general 
statement,  was  $8,380,572. 
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The  amount  of  the  State  bank  notee  in  transitu,  at  that 
date,  cannot  be  ascertained  without  writing  to  all  the  of- 
fices. Such  information  was  of  no  importance  for  the  gen- 
eral purposes  of  the  bank,  and  such  statements  were, 
therefore,  never  made  or  required.  The  denomination  of 
the  notes  composing  the  nett  circulation  of  the  bank  can- 
not bo  ascertained  ;  the  manner  in  which  the  books  of  the 
bank  were  originally  opened,  and  the  forms  of  the  returns 
required  from  the  offices,  render  it  impossible  to  make  such 
a  statement  No  notes  of  the  bank  have  been  reissued 
since  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  because  none  have  been  paid 
in  to  the  bank.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  chartered 
by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  has,  it  is  understood,  done  as 
other  banks  have  done — ^paid  out  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States ;  but  of  this,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  has  no  official  knowledge ;  nor  has  it  any  concern 
in  the  matter,  as  the  new  bank  is  bound  to  redeem  all  the 
notes  of  the  old  bank. 

Since  the  3d  of  March,  $4,475,403  26  of  the  old  issues 
have  been  burnt ;  and  $3,076,690  have  been  cancelled, 
and  will  be  burnt  shortly ;  making  a  total  of  $7,652,083  26 
destroyed  and  cancelled. 

3.  To  make  a  statement  of  the  items  which  compose  the 
$1,648,869  01,  it  would  be  necessary  to  get  a  copy  of  all 
the  accounts  of  each  office  with  every  other,  with  a  copy 
of  the  *<  reconcilement"  of  all  these  accounts,  amounting 
to  some  400  or  500  copies  of  accounts;  and  all  these 
would  have  to  be  examined  and  compared,  so  as  to  ex- 
tract from  the  aggregate  debit  balances  of  $30,894,499  99, 
and  the  aggregate  credit  balances  of  $29,346,630  68,  the 
resulting  balance  of  $1,648, 869  31.  It  would  seem  to  be 
sufficient  to  state,  what  must  be-well  known  to  at  least  one 
member  of  your  committee,  that  the  items  composing  this 
balance  are  of  precisely  the  same  sort  as  those  which  com- 
pose the  balance  due  by  State  banks,  viz :  bills  of  exchange, 
notes,  and  checks.  The  accounts  of  the  parent  bank  with 
its  offices,  showing  the  general  nature  of  all  the  accounts, 
may  be  seen  by  an  examination  of  the  general  leger  of  the 


bank  at  any  time ;  and  as  a  specimen  of  the  «  reconcile- 
ments" of  the  accounts  of  the  bank  and  offices  with  eacJi 
other,  showing  the  outstandmg  items  charged  or  credited 
at  each,  but  not  received  and  entered  at  the  other,  we 
transmit  the  document  marked  C,  which  is  a  copy  of  the 
«  reconcilement"  of  the  account  of  the  parent  bank  with 
its  office  at  New  Orleans,  on  the  1st  of  Februaiy,  1836. 

4.  The  amount  of  profits,  and  the  appropriations  there- 
of, since  July,  1834,  have  been  as  follows  : 


Jan.,  1835 
July,  1836 
Jan.,  1836 


Neu  profits. 


•1,368,110  86 
1,743,366  51 
1,466,066  45 


4,567,622  82 


Appropriations. 


Dividend. 


Contin- 
gent fund. 


•1,226,00000116^7 
1,226,000  00     tm 


1,226,000  00 
1,225,000  00 


3,675,000  00 
6M18  16 
242,375  81 
698,728  83 


4,667,822  82 


^092  66 
.27,978  40 


6M18  16 


Banking- 
house 
itind. 


•242,37684 


242,375  84 


Profit  and 
Ion. 


•126^63  67 
268,868  11 
208^  06 


698,728  83 


This  is  also  shown  by  the  copies  of  the  profit  and  loss 
accounts,  which  have  been  regularly  transmitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

6.  The  statement  herewith,  marked  D,  contains  a  list 
of  the  <<  deficiencies,"  which  are  mostly  of  very  long 
standing,  and  are  considered  a  total  loes. 

6.  A  copy  of  the  general  statement  of  the  bank  and  of- 
fices, as  made  out  at  the  bank  on  the  3d  of  March,  and 
sent  to  the  Treasury  Department,  is  also  furnished.  The 
dates  of  the  returns  from  several  of  the  offices  vary  accord- 
ing to  the  time  of  the  mail ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  bringing 
all  the  accounts  up  as  near  as  possible  to  the  3d  of  Much, 
the  general  statement,  which  formed  the  basis  of  the  report 
of  the  joint  committee  of  valuation,  was  subsequently  made ; 
the  latter  statement  has  already  been  handed  to  you. 


No.  27— (A.) 

Statement  of  losses  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  its  offices  and  agencies,  on  the  Sd  of  March  and  on  the  Ist 

of  July,  1836. 

The  losses  on  *'  suspended  debt  and  real  estate,"  per  semi-annual  returns  of  July  last,  were  as  follows : 
<*  Ascertained"  losses,  say  •<  losses  chargeable  to  the  contingent  fund"  -  $4,623,879  06 

"Estimated"  losses,  exclusive  of  «  cash  deficiencies"  -  -  $1,080,723  24 

"  Cash  deficiendes"  ....        106,313  48 

1,186,036  72 


Total  on  the  1st  of  July        -  .  -  - 

In  the  general  sutement  of  the  26th  of  July,  adapted  to  the  dd  of  March  last,  they  stood  thus: 
<' AscerUined"  losses,  say  «  losses  chargeable  to  contingent  fund"    -  -   $4,316,123  18 

<«  Estimated"  losses,  exclusive  of  **  cash  deficiencies"  -  $1,389,479  12 

<«  Cash  deficiencies,"  included  in  « deficiencies"        -  -        106,197  48 

1,494,676  60 


$6,809,915  78 


Total  on  the  3d  of  March  - 


-      6,809,799  78 


The  amount  in  March  being  less  than  that  in  July,  by  - 

which  is  composed  of  $16  counterfeit  at  Nashville,  reported  after  March  3d,  and  $101  at  Hart- 
ford, reported  as  '<  cash  deficiencies"  in  the  semi-annual  returns  of  July,  but  not  as  such  in  the  weekly 
statement  containing  the  materials  for  the  monthly  statement  of  March  3d. 

Withthis  unimportant  difference :  the  estimates  for  March  3d  and  for  July  let,  of  the  losses  on  «  sus- 
pended debt  and  real  estate,"  are  identical,  as  intimated  in  the  report  of  the  26th  of  July. 

But  the  general  statement  of  that  date  contains  other  matters  on  which  losses  arise,  and  which  are 
not  included  in  «  suspended  debt  and  real  estate." 

The  explanation  desired  by  the  Secretary's  committee  is  given  as  follows: 

1st  Banking-houses. — These  have  always  been  treated,  in  the  statements  of  the  bank,  distinct 
from  other  real  estate ;  and  as  the  valuations  affixed  to  them  at  the  offices  were  known  not  to  have 
been  periodically  revised  with  the  care  bestowed  on  the  valuations  of  other  real  estate,  the  joint  com- 
mittee, therefore,  in  the  report  made  by  them  on  the  25th  of  July,  availed  themselves  of  the  personal 
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Claim  of  United  States  on  U,  S.  Bank, 


knowledge  possessed  by  some  of  their  own  number,  and  by  the  officers  of  the  bank,  to  affix  such  esti- 
mates as  they  believed  would  indicate  their  fair  ralue. 

The  result  was  as  follows: 
The  estimated  loss,  per  the  semi-annual  returns,  was  -  .  -    #57,366  38 

The  loss  estimated  by  the  joint  committee  was  ...     114,535  83 

Showing  an  addition,  by  the  committee,  of  ...  -        #57,16945 

2d.  "Deficiendes." — Under  this  caption,  in  the  weekly  and  monthly  statements,  arc  embraced  cash 
deficiencies,  counterfeits,  over-drafts,  &c.,  of  which,  from  want  of  uniformity  in  the  practice  of  the 
offices,  a  part  only  are  reported  in  the  semi-annual  returns  of  suspended  debt. 

Thus,  the  <*  deficiencies,"  per  monthly  statement,  March  3d,  amount  to  -  -  #149,796  94 

While  the  "cash  deficiencies,"  per  semi-annual  returns,  July  1st,  amount  to  -     105,313  48 

Showing  a  difierence  of  -  -  -  -  -      44,483  46 

not  reported  in  the  semi  annual  returns,  and  therefore  not  estimated  in  the  losses  of  the  1st  of  July ; 
and  as  the  whole  amount  of  "  deficiencies"  is  considered  totally  lost^  iiwas  necessary  to  add  this  dif- 
ference to  the  estimated  losses,  per  the  July  returns  -  -  '     -  -  44,483  46 

Making,  together,  an  addition,  in  the  estimated  losses,  for  March  3d,  of  -  -  -      #101,652  91 

RECAPITULATION. 


July  1.  "  Losses  chargeable  to  the  contingent  fund" 

<*  Estimateiil"  losses,  exclusive  of  *<  cash  deficiencies" 
"Cash  deficiencies"        ... 

Estimated  loss  on  banking-houses    - 
July  25, 
for  Mar.  3.  «  Losses  chargeable  to  .contingent  fimd" 

'<  Estimated"  losses,  exclusive  of  *<  deficiencies"  - 
« Deficiencies*'  ... 

Estimated  loss  on  banking-houses  - 

Difiference     -  -  - 


#1,080,723  24 
105,313  48 


#4,623,879  06 


1,389,479  12 
149,796  94 


1,186,036  72 
57,366  38 

-  4,315,123  18 


#5,867,282  16 


1,539,276  06 
114,585  83 


6,968,935  07 
#101,652  91 


No.  28— (B.) 

Loans  chargeable  to  the  contingent  fund  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  its  offices  and  agencies,  on  the  ZdofMardk 

and  1st  of  July,  1836. 


Bsnk  United  StatesAc. 

Msrcha 

Between  March  3&  July  1. 

Julyl. 

Chained. 

Credited. 

Bank  United  States 

Office,  Portland     - 
Portsmouth* 
Boston 
Providence  - 
Hartford*    - 
New  York  - 
Baltimore   - 

Washington 

Richmond  * 
Norfolk      - 

Fayetteville 
Charleston  - 
Savannah   - 
Mobile       - 

#511,428  57 

20,087  87 

109,282  07 

38,494  56 

925  65 

85,887  57 

78,064  12 

1,734,970  80 

257,426  63 

34,550  45 
239,147  75 

112,734  23 

159,401  61 
456  52 

#16  52 
976  00 

2,854  60 

#6,525  33 

85,657  84 

423  25 

4,560  74 
474  32 

#504,919  76 

20,087  87 

109,282  07 

38,494  56 

1,901  65 

35,887  57 

78,064  12 

1,649,313  46 

259,857  98 

29,989  71 
238,673  43 

112,734  23 

205,129  10 

159,401  61 

456  52 

The  charges  arise  from  losses  and  gains  on 
sales  of  real  estate. 

Desperate  debt  charged. 

The  loss  on  banking-house  at  Baltimore  was 
charged  at  4he  office,  before  May  last,  to 

ter-entered  and  transferred  to  the  U.  States 

Bank,   where  it  is  charged  to -banking- 

house  iund ;  the  amount  of  said  Iom  bemg 

#85,657  34. 
Debits :  losses  on  compromised  debts  and  sales 

of  real  estate.     Credits :  gains  on  sales  of 

real  estate. 
Credits :  gains  on  sales  of  real  estate. 
Credits:  gains  on  sales  of  real  estate ;  amount 

recovered  out  of  an  old  *<  desperate"  debt. 
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No.  28— -(B)— Continued. 


United  Slates  Bank  Ac. 


March  3. 


Between  March  3  &  July  1. 


Charged. 


Credited. 


July  1. 


Remarks. 


Office,  N.Orleans • 
Natchez 
St.  Louis    • 
Nashville    ■ 
Louisville   • 


Lexington* 

Cincinnati  - 
Pittsburg*  - 


fl9,209  98 


1,991  28 
203,423  57 


423,481  17 


;  72,900  19 
^38,050  99 


$49,209  98 


$33,081  10 

192  78 

140,846  00 


$1,500  00 


1,991  28 
235,004  67 


371  00 


423,673  96 

140,846  00 
110,580  18 


Buffalo*      - 
Utica 
Burlington  - 

Agency,  Cincinnati 


Agen.  Chillicothe* 


Charleston  omitted 
in  monthly  state- 
ment, March  3   - 

Correct  amount  for 

March  3     - 
Charges     between 

March  3  A  July  1 


Credited  between 
March  3  dt  July  1 

Amount,  per  semi- 
annual returns,  1st 
July 


7,345  31 

200  00 

47,379  70 

138,282  59 


24,093  32 
83,554  00 


82,475  56 


7,345  31 
24,293  32 
48,458  14 

138,282  59 


Debits  :  losses  on  compromised  debts  and  sales 
of  real  estate.  Credits :  gains  en  sales  of 
real  estate. 

Debits :  sundry  costs,  legal  fees,  &c.,  in  old 
cases;  account  rendered  and  paid  after 
March  3. 

Debit :  loss  on  sale  of  all  the  suspended  debt 
of  the  office. 

Credit :  gain  on  sales  of  real  estate. 

$38,050  99  is  the  loss  on  the  sale  of  the  res- 
idue of  suspended  debt  at  the  office  at  Pitts- 
burg, and  was  charged  at  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Sates  before  3d  March.  $72,900  19 
was  the  previous  balance  of  <  <  losses  charge- 
able, dtc."  at  the  office,  and  this  latter  sum 
was  not  transferred  to  ihe  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  until  after  3d  March. 


Debit :  loss  on  sale  of  suspended  de^t  and 

real  estate  of  the  office. 
Debits  and  credits :  losses  and  gains  on  sales 

of  real  estate,  except  $100  recovered  from 

old  debt. 


4,315,123  18 
205,129  10 


285,614  32 


181,987  54 


4,623,879  06 


4,520,252  28 
285,614  32 


4,805,866  60 
181,987  54 


4,623,879  06 


•  Office  accounts  of  '*  losses  chargeable^  ^c.**  transferred  to 
Bank  United  States,  as  per  monthly  statement  af  March 
3,  tnz  : 

Office,  Portsmouth  -  -            -            -  $109,282  07 

Hartford  -             -             -  35,887  57 

Lexington  ...  423,481   17 

Pittsburg  ...  38,050  99 

Buffalo  -  -             -            -  7,345  31 

Agency,  Chillicothe  ...  138,282  59 


Amount  arising  on  business  of  parent  bank, 
as  above         .  .  .  - 

Bank  United  Sutes,  as  per  monthly  state- 
ment of  March  3        -  -  - 


752,329  70 
511,428  57 


1,268,758  27 


Differences, 


Charged,  as  above 
Credited,  as  above 


Excess  of  charges 
Charleston  omitted,  March  3 

Resulting  difference 


$285,614  32 
181,987  54 

103,626  78 
205,129  10 

308,755  88 
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No.  29— (0.) 

JUeondkment  of  office  at  New  Orleans  account  with  Bank 
of  the  United  States  to  1st  February,  1836. 

Bank  U.  Statef :  balance  due  by  office  to 

Bank  U.S.      -  -  -  -$3,684,565  69 

Deduct  items  charged  by  Bank  U.   States 

not  entered  in  office  account,  viz  : 
Diffiirenoe  in  remittance  -    $1,300  00 

C.  Abercrombie's  check  -  76  00 
Sandford's  check  on  office  -  5,153  72 
Sandford's  check  on  office        -    10,000  00 

D.  Snrigg'a  check  on  office  -  4,700  00 
W.  W.  Fraaier,  cashier,  check 

on  office     ...  100,000  00 
Remittance  of  notes  to  the  office  961,940  00 

1,083,169  72 


Deduct  items  charged  by  office  at  New  Or- 
leans not  entered  by  Bank  U.  8.,  viz : 

Difference  in  French  bill  -  01 

Subscription  to  the  N.  Orleans 

Price  Current  -  -  6  00 

French  bills  purchased  at  the  of  > 
lice  for  account  Bank  U.  S.      31,185  18 


2,601,395  97 


Add  items  credited  by  Bank  United  States 
not  entered  by  office  at  N.  Orleans,  viz  : 

Check  of  Bank  U.  S.  on  office. 

No.  108        -  -  -     #298  00 

Do.  do.         No.    6         87  36 

Do.  do.         No.  59       150  00 

Remittance  of  notes      -  -10,000  00 

Office  Savannah  balance  assum- 
ed by  Bank  United  States      -  35,665  35 

Draft  on  8.  Comly       -  -  25,060  00 

J.  Hand  -  -    8,933  48 

J.  L.  Hodge  -    5,000  00 

Black  -  -    5,076  14 

R.  dc  J.  PhiUipa  -  40,000  00 

Edmonson      -  -    5,076  14 

Morton  -  -    2,300  00 

Mudlove  -  -    1,000  00 

Chapin  -  -    7,400  00 

Brown  A  Co.  -  30,000  00 

Comly  -  -    5,364  39 

Budd  -  -    5,000  00 

Morton  -  -    4,000  00 

Comly  -  -66,000  00 

Brown  dc  Co.  •  25,000  00 

Hobson  -  -  20,000  00 

Hodge  -  -    6,000  00 

Jackson  dt  Co.  -    7,500  00 

Hodge  -  -    5,000  00 

Bainbridge      -  -    1,607  60 

Biddle  dc  Co.  -  19,000  00 


31,191  19 
2,470,204  78 


Add  items  credited  by  office  at  N.  Orleans 

not  charged  by  Bank  United  States,  viz : 

Chillicothe  check.  No.  66        -  75  71 

N.  Orl'ns  office  check.  No.  1654         600  00 

No.  1080      1,000  00 

No.  2427  88  09 

No.  1046         500  00 

No.      80         150  00 

No.  1071         750  00 

No.    998         248  13 


824,303  36 
2,794,608  14 


N.  Orl'nsoffice  check, No.  1244  $664  19 

No.   472  500  00 

No.  1275  4,000  00 

No.    474  600  00 

No.  1276  939  90 

No.    818  1,278  62 

No.  1348  6,000  00 

No.    595  600  00 

No.    709  600  00 

No.    711  608  14 

No.    710  500  00 

No.    694  196  04 

No.    783  238  10 

No.    811  1,000  00 

No.    812  1,000  00 

No.    813  1,000  00 

No.    814  1,000  00 

No.    815  1,000  00 

No.    816  1,000  00 

No.    934  2,000  00 

No.    970  600  00 

No.    982  500  00 

No.  1027  1,000  00 

Ne.  1028  1,000  00 

No.  1029  1,000  00 

No.  1362  1,000  00 

No.  1475  1,000  00 

No.  1476  1,000  00 

No.  1477  1,000  00 

No.  1489  872  62 

No.  1492  215  23 

.   No.  1494  820  08 

No.  1498  8,395  00 

No.  1547  676  61 

No.  1596  79  28 

No.  1605  1,122  93 

No.  1607  173  80 

Collection  account  of  office  at 

Charleston    ...  1,24661 

Draft  on  W.  L.  Page  -            -  50  00 

Notes  of  office  at  St  Louis  re- 
mitted        ...  15,400  00 

Notes  and  drafts  for  cancellation  1 05  00 


$57,783  68 


Balance  due  by  the  office  at  New  Orleans 

to  Bank  U.  S.,  as  per  their  account  to  

1st  February,  1836     ...      2,852,291  72 

No.  30— (D.) 
"  Deficiencies'*  Bmik  of  the  United  States  and  offices^ 

March  Sd,  1836. 
Providence — Cash  deficiency  -  -      $976  00 

Baltimore— Default  of  J.  W.McCulIoch,cash'r  84,075  65 
Washington — Cash  deficiency  -  -        2  5  60 

Richmond — ^Default  of  Julius  B.  Dandridge, 
cashier  ...  $2,886  74 

Default  of  James  C. 
Allen, "first  teller    .  66,490  09 


Mobile — Cash  deficiency  -  -    2,189  52 

Individual  over-drafts     -  24,500  00 


-69,376  83 


New  Orleans— Cash  deficiency    - 
St.  Louis — ^Individual  over-drafts  - 
Nashville-^Counterfelt  notes  and  dollars  - 
Cincinnati — Cash  deficiency       -        395  40 
Individual  over-^rafts  790  88 


26,689  5S 
16,003  53 

-  618  64 

-  745  00 


Pittsburg^Abstracted  firom  a  package  between 
Pittsburg  and  Natchez,  or  New  Orleans 

Total  of  deficiencies 


1,186  28 

1,000  00 

149,796  94 
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,  [24th  Cove.  8d  Ssss. 


No.  31. 

Memorandum  of  final  points  of  inquiry  proposed  to  the 
committee, 

I.  Why  is  not  the  amount  of  $8,380,572,  stated  to  be 
in  transitu  on  the  3d  March,  1836,  deducted  from  the 
amount  of  $21,109,353  23,  stated  to  be  the  circulation  on 
that  day  in  your  report  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  as  in  the  previous  mode  of  estimating  the  cir- 
culation 1 

II.  The  «  fund  to  extinguish  the  cost  of  banking-houses*' 
is  stated  to  be  $1,104,223  09.  It  was  in  July,  1834, 
$976,019  69,  to  which  it  is  stated  there  has  been  since 
added  $242,375  84,  and  the  loss  on  the  Baltimore  banking- 
house  deducted,  $85,657  34 ;  leaving  the  iund  of 
$1,132,738  09.  What  is  the  cause  of  this  diHerence  of 
$28,5151 

m.  What  are  the  items  that  compose  the  expense  ac- 
count, stated  to  amount  to  $166,803  161 

IV.  Of  what  does  the  sum  stated  to  be  «due  from  the 
United  States*'  (disallowed)  consist  1 

No.  32. 

I.  *<  Notes  in  transitu^*  are  notes  taken  out  of  the  cash 
of  one  office,  immediately  charged  to  the  office  which 
originally  issued  them,  and  sent  to  that  office.  Owing  to 
distances,  and  the  want  of  suitable  opportunities  of  for- 
warding these  notes,  they  frequently  remain  in  transitu 
for  months ;  and  as  the  office  to  which  they  are  sent  can 
take  no  account  of  them  until  they  axp  received,  the  debit 
which  has  been  made  at  the  first  office  has  no  correspond- 
ing credit  at  the  other  office,  while  these  notes  remain  in 
transitu;  but  as  soon  as  they  are  received,  the  proper 
credit  is  given. 

Suppose,  therefore,  that  three  millions  of  notes  were 
in  transitu  at  the  dates  specified  in  the  general  stafement 
upon  which  the  report  was  founded,  and  that  they  were  all 
received  the  next  day,  regularly  entered,  and  a  new  state- 
ment made  outr—what  would  be  the  result  1  Simply  this : 
the  cash  (t.  e.  the  notes  on  hand)  would  have  been  charged, 
and  the  remitting  offices  would  have  been  erediied,  with 
this  amount.  In  other  words,  the  notes  on  hand  would 
have  been  increased  three  millions,  and  the  apparent  cir- 
culation would  have  been  reduced  to  $18, 109,352  23;  and 
the  debt  due  by  the  offices  would  of  course  have  been  aug- 
mented by  the  same  sum  to  $4,548,869  31.  The  actual 
mtuation  of  the  bank  remains  unchanged ;  it  stands  pre- 
cisely where  and  as  it  did  before.  What  was  apparent  cir- 
culation yesterday  is  an  office  debit  to-day.  The  amount 
of  notes  in  transitu  has  always  been  estimated  from  mem- 
oranda furnished  by  the  offices ,  and  it  has  been  copied  for 
some  years  upon  the  monthly  statements  sent  to  the  Treas- 
ury, merely  for  the  purpose  of  showing  what  we  consider- 
ed the  nett  circulation  of  our  notes. 

Such  estimates  and  memoranda  formed  no  part  of  the 
accounts  of  the  bank,  and  could  not  have  the  slightest  in- 
fluence upon  any  valuation  of  its  property.  It  was  totally 
.  unnecessary,  therefore,  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  notes 
in  transitu,  at  the  rates  of  the  returns  from  which  the 
general  statement,  forming  the  basis  of  the  <<  report,"  was 
made ;  and  none  such  has  ever  been  made  or  thought  of. 
It  would  be  perfectly  useless  for  any  purposes  of  valuation. 
II.  The  "fund  for  extinguishing  the  cost  of  banking-houses" 

amounted  in  July,  1834,  to  -         -    $976,019  59 

By  an  appropriation  in  July,  1835,  of        -      242,375  84 


It  was  increased  to        -         -  -    1,218,395  43 

This  being  the  amount  of  the  cost  at  that 
period  of  all  the  banking-houses. 
From  this  has  been  deducted  the  loss  on 

the  sale  of  the  banking-house  at  Baltimore        85,657  34 


Leaving  (as  stated  by  Mr.  White)  a  bal- 
ance of  -  .        -  .      $1,132,738  09 
But  there  were  other  banking-houses  sold 
before  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  wiih  the  fol- 
lowing results,  viz : 
Banking-house  at  Charleston— 

loss  on  sale  -  -$37,727  78 

Banking-house  at  Lexington- 
loss  on  sale  -  -      12,180  23 


Banking-house  at  Bufi&lo — gain 
on  sale  -  $12,412  85 

Banking-house  at 
Cincinnati— gain 
on  sale  -  -      8,981  16 


49,908  01 


21,393  01 


Balance  of  loss  deducted  from  the  fund, 
(being  the  amount  of  ««the  difference" 
noticed  by  Mr.  White)  -  -  - 

Leaving  the  balance  of  the  '*  fund"  on  the 


28,515  00 


4th  March,  1836 


1,104,223  09 


Bakk  or  United  Sta^tm,  January,  7,  1837. 

III.  The  expense  account  consists  of  the  salaries  and 
other  expenses  incident  to  the  business  of  the  institution, 
at  the  parent  bank  and  its  offices. 

IV.  Of  the  following  items,  viz : 

1.  The  charge  of  interest  on  Uie  7  per  cent, 
stock,  redeemed  on  the  3d  of  November, 

1817  -  -  -  .        $2,1.'53  52 

2.  The  charge  for  expenses  attending  the 

collection  of  the  special  deposits  -  3, 1 13  80 


Januari  13,  1837. 


Together 


No.  33. 


$5,267  32 


At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, March  2,  1836: 

Resolutions  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  adopted  this  day,  were  laid  be- 
fore the  board,  of  which  the  following  is  a  true  copy,  to 
Wit: 

Whereas  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  at  a  general  meeting  duly  convened  on  the  nineteenth 
day  of  February  last,  did,  among  other  things,  adopt  the 
following  resolutions,  that  is  to  say:  «WAere£»  the  Le- 
gislature of  Pennsylvania,  by  an  act  entitled  <  An  act  to 
repeal  the  State  tax  on  real  and  personal  property,  and  to 
continue  and  extend  the  improvements  of  rhe  State  by  rail- 
roads and  canals,  and  to  charter  a  t^tate  Bank,  to  be  called 
the  United  States  Bank,'  have  incorporated  the  present 
stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  (excepting 
the  United  States  and  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,) 
and  such  other  persona  as  may  become  stockholders,  agree- 
ably to  the  by-laws  made  for  that  purpose,  upon  the  terms 
and  conditions  in  the  said  act  set  forth  and  contained,  a 
copy  whereof  has  been  exhibited  to  this  meeting :  And 
whereas  it  is  provided  in  the  said  act,  that  notliing  therein 
contained  shall  take  effect  until  the  several  sections  and 
provisions  relating  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ehall 
have  been  accepted  by  the  stockholders  thereof,  at  a  gene- 
ral meeting :  And  whereas  it  is  deemed  expedient  by  the 
stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  duly  con- 
vened in  general  meeting,  to  accept  the  said  charter,  and 
the  several  sections  and  provisions  of  the  said  act  relating 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States : 
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«<  Therefore,  he  it  resolved,  and  it  is  hereby  resolved ,^by 
the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  mtdes,  conven- 
ed in  general  meeting  according  to  law.  That  they  do 
hereby  accept  the  several  sections  and  provisions  relating 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  contained  and  set  forth 
in  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  <An 
act  to  repeal  the  State  tax  on  real  and  ^rsonal  property, 
and  to  continue  and  extend  the  improvements  of  the  State 
by  railroads  and  canals,  and  to  charter  a  State  bank,  to  be 
called  the  United  States  Bank ;'  and  that  the  president  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  requested  to  make  known 
this  acceptance  to  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act. 

**  And  be  it  further  resolved,  by  the  stockholders  afore^ 
said.  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  incorporated  by  the  United  States  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  pay,  transfer,  and  deliver, 
to  Uie  Bank  of  the  United  States  incorporated  by  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  all  and  singular  the  shares,  parts,  pur- 
parts, interest,  and  property  whatsoever,  of  the  stockholders 
so  incorporated  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  of  and  in 
the  good^,  chattels,  moneys,  effects,  and  estate,  real  and 
pergonal,  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States :" 
And  whereas  the  said  Bank  of  the  United  States  incor- 
porated by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is  now  organized  and 
ready  to  commence  operations,  and  is  capable  of  receiving 
and  acting  in  conformity  with  the  said  resolutions :  therefore, 

1 .  Resolved,  That  all  and  singular  the  shares,  parts,  pur- 
parts, interest,  and  property  whatsoever,  of  the  stockholders 
so  incorporated  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  of  and  in 
the  goods,  chattels,  moneys,  effects,  and  estate,  real  and 
personal,  of  this  bank,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  paid,  trans- 
ferred, and  delivered,  to  the  president,  directors,  and  compa- 
ny of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  incorporated  by  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

2.  Resolved,  That  all  and  singular  the  money,  goods, 
chattels,  rights,  credits,  and  personal  estate  whatsoever, 
owned  by  or  belonging  to,  or  in  the  custody  and  possession 
of  this  bank,  wheresoever  the  same  may  be,  together  with 
all  evidences  and  securities  for  the  same,  be,  and  the  same 
hprcby  are,  assigned,  transferred,  and  conveyed,  to  the  pres- 
ident, directors,  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  incorporated  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the 
following  considerations  and  upon  the  following  trusts  and 
conditions  :  that  is  to  say,  1  st  That  the  president,  direct- 
ors, and  company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  incor- 
porated by  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania  will,  with  and  out  of 
the  same,  pay,  satisfy,  and  discharge,  all  debts,  contracts, 
and  engagements  owing,  entered  into,  or  made  by  this 
bank,  as  the  same  shall  become  due  and  payable ;  and  ful- 
fil and  execute  all  trusts  and  obligations  whatsoever,  arising 
from  its  transactions,  or  from  any  of  them,  so  that  every 
creditor  or  other  rightful  claimant  shall  be  fully  satisfied. 

2d.  That  they  will  pay  and  discharge,  or  furnish  the 
means  of  paying  and  discharging,  the  necessary  expenses 
of  conducting  and  winding  up  the  businesr.  of  this  bank 
during  the  remaining  term  of  its  charter,  in  such  sums  and 
at  such  times  as  shall  be  called  for  by  the  president  and 
directors. 

3d.  That  they  will  pay  and  satisfy  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  for  their  share,  aiid  the  share  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  which  they  may  be  entitled 
to  have  and  receive,  or  which  they,  by  mutual  arrangement, 
may  agree  to  accept  in  satisfaction  and  discharge  of  their 
part  or  portion  of  and  in  the  capital  stock  of  this  bank,  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  shares  in  the  said  capital  stock 
holden  by  them  on  the  day  when  the  charter  from  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  was  accepted  by  the  stockholders. 

4th.  That  they  will  hold  all  the  residue  for  the  benefit 
of  the  president,  directors,  and  company  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  incori)orated  by  the  Slate  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  the  stockholders  therein. 


3.  Resolved,  That  upon  authentic  evidence  being  fur- 
nished of  the  assent  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  incorporated  by  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  to  the  next  preceding  resolution,  and  of  their 
engagement  to  fulfil  the  trusts  and  comply  with  the  terms 
and  conditions  thereof,  a  transfer  and  delivery  shall  forth- 
with be  made  of  all  money,  goods,  chattels,  rights,  credits, 
and  personal  estate,  as  aforesaid,  and  of  all  evidences  and 
securities  for  the  same,  together  with  an  agreement  or  cove- 
nant on  the  part  of  this  bank  that  they  will,  from  time  to 
time,  whenever  thereto  required,  make  and  execute  all  such 
assignments,  conveyances,  and  assurances,  as  may  be  devi- 
sed and  deemed  necessary  to  carry  the  same  resolution 
into  effect. 

4.  Resolved,  That,  as  soon  as  it  is  reasonably  practica- 
ble, a  general  statement  shall  be  made  by  a  committee  of 
three  of  this  board,  in  conjunction  with  a  committee  of 
equal  number  ef  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  incorporated  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  (if  the 
president  and  directors  of  that  bank  should  agree  to  appoint 
one, )  taking  to  their  aid  three  or  more  judicious  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  (not  being  stockholders  of  either  of  the 
said  banks,)  of  the  money,  goods,  chattels,  rights,  credits, 
and  personal  efiects,  so  transferred  and  delivered,  and  a  just 
estimate  shall  be  made  also  of  the  value  thereof^  and  of  the 
time  or  times  when  the  same  ought  to  be  considered  as  cash, 
and  a  like  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  real  estate  belonging 
to  this  bank,  and  of  the  time  or  times  when  the  same  ought 
to  be  considered  as  cash,  so  as  to  fix  the  nett  value  or  price  of 
the  whole  of  the  effects  of  the  bank,  after  all  debts  and 
charges  shall  be  paid,  (including  the  expenses  hereailcr  to 
be  incurred, )  and  also  to  fix  the  credit  which  ought  to  be 
allowed,  and  the  instalments  in  which  the  said  nett  price 
or  value  ought  to  be  paid ;  and  especially  to  fix  and  ascer- 
tain the  amount  or  sum  which  ought  to  be  secured  or  paid 
to  tne  United  States,  and  the  time  or  times  when  the  same 
ought  to  be  paid ;  which  said  statement  and  estimates  shsU 
be  mutually  reported. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  real  estate  belonging  to  this  bank 
be  sold,  and  dis(>osed  of  as  soon  as  may  be  reasonably 
practicable,  and  the  proceeds  of  sale  and  securities  there* 
for  be,  as  the  same  shall  be  received,  paid  over,  transfer- 
red, and  delivered,  to  the  president,  directors,  and  company 
of  the  Bank  of  tlie  United  States  incorporated  by  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

6.  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  and  .foregoing 
resolutions,  duly  certified  under  the  common  seal  of  this 
bank,  signed  by  the  president  and  attested  by  the  cashier, 
by  sent  to  the  president,  directors,  and  company  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  incorporated  by  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  it  was 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  bank  does  hereby  assent  and 
agree  to  the  said  resolutions,  and  to  each  and  every  part 
thereof,  and  to  all  and  singular  the  im^is,  terms,  and  con- 
ditions, in  the  said  resolutions,  and  each  and  every  of  them, 
contained  ;  and  does  hereby  engage  and  bind  ifself  to  do, 
perform,  and  execute,  the  several  duties  and  engagements 
therein  stipulated  to  be  performed  and  executed,  and  will, 
when  thereunto  required,  make  and  execute  any  other  as- 
surance that  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

2.  Resolved,  that  a  committee  of  three  members  be  ap- 
pointed, who,  in  conjunction  with  the  president  and  cash- 
ier, shall  be  authorized  to  receive  all  moneys,  goods,  chat- 
tels, credits,  and  personal  effects,  evidences  and  securitir^s 
and  other  things  that  may  be  transferred  and  delivered  to 
this  bank,  by  or  in  l)chalf  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates 
incorporated  by  the  United  States. 

3.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  be  ap- 
pointed, on  behalf  of  this  bank,  to  do  and  execute  the 
several  matters  and  things  to  be  done  under  the  fourth  of 
the  said  recited  resolutions. 
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4.  Resoivedf  That  certificates  of  stock  be  issaed,  in  the 
form  stated  below,  to  each  and  every  of  the  stockholders  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  incorporated  by  the  United 
States,  (except  the  United  States  and  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,)  for  the  same  number  of  shares  which  are 
standing  in  their  names  on  the  books  of  the  said  bank  : 
Provided^  That,  before  any  such  certificate  shall  be  issued, 
the  certificate  or  certificates  of  said  bank,  for  such  share  or 
shares,  shall  first  be  deposited  in  this  bank,  there  to  remain 
until  the  final  end  and  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  said 
bank  incorporated  by  the  United  States,  and  then  to  be 
cancelled. 

6.  JUsohed,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  and  foregoing 
resolutions,  duly  certified,  signed  by  the  president  and 
attested  by  the  cashier,  be  sent  to  the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  BaidL  of  the  United  States  incorporated 
by  the  United  States. 

The  president  appointed  the  following  members  to  serve 
on  the  committee,  under  the  second  resolution,  to  receive 
the  cash  and  eflfects,  dec.  : 

Messrs.  Eyre,  Lippincott,  and  Brown. 

And  the  following  members  to  serve  on  the  committee, 
under  the  third  resolution,  to  make  a  valuation  of  the  prop- 
erty transferred  to  this  bank : 

Messrs.  White,  Newkirk,  and  Price. 

No.  34, 

Repori  of  a  joint  commiUte  of  the  hoards  of  directors  of 

the  late  and  present  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  submit  to  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  chartered  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, the  following  report : 

On  the  2d  of  March  last,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted  by  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  chartered  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
(being  one  of  a  series  of  reetlutions  providing  for  the 
transfer  of  the  effects  of  that  bank  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  chartered  by  Pennsylvania  Q 

Resolved,  That,  as  soon  as  reasonably  practicable,  a  gen- 
eral statement  shall  be  made  by  a  committee  of  three  of  this 
board,  in  conjunction  with  a  committee  of  equal  number  of 
the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  (bartered  by 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  (if  the  president  and  directors 
of  that  bank  should  agreo  to  appoint  one,)  taking  to  their 
aid  three  or  more  judicious  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
(not  being  stockholders  of  either  of  the  said  banks,)  of  the 
money,  goods,  chattels,  rights,  credits,  and  persond  effects, 
•o  transferred  and  delivered ;  and  a  just  estimate  shall  be 
made,  also,  of  the  value  thereof,  and  of  the  time  or  times 
when  the  same  ought  to  be  considered  as  cash ;  and  a  like 
estimate  of  the  value  of  the  real  estate  belonging'  to  the 
bank,  and  of  the  time  or  times  when  the  same  ought  to  be 
considered  as  cash ;  so  as  to  fix  the  nett  value  or  price  of 
the  whole  of  the  effects  of  the  bank,  after  all  debts  and 
charges  shall  be  paid,  (including  the  expenses  hereafter  to 
be  incurred,)  and,  also,  to  fix  the  credit  whieh  ought  to 
be  allowed,  and  the  instalments  in  which  the  said  nett 
price  or  value  ought  to  be  paid,  and  especially  to  fix  and 
ascertain  the  amount  or  sura  which  ought  to  be  secured  or 
paid  to  the  United  States,  and  the  time  or  times  when  the 
same  ought  to  be  paid ;  which  said  statement  and  estimates 
shall  be  mutually  reported. 

And,  on  the  same  day,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
appointed  the  committee  under  the  resolution :  John  Boh- 
len,  Caleb  Cope,  and  Robert  Ralston,  jr. 

On  the  same  day,  the  said  resolution  was  adopted  by 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  following 
gentlemen  appointed  the  committee  under  it:  Ambrose 
White,  Richard  Price,  and  Matthew  Newkirk. 
Vol.  Xin.— « 


The^e  gentlemen,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution, 
called  to  their, aid  the  following  gentlemen:  John  Moss, 
Benjamin  W.  Richards,  and  Robert  Toland. 

The  board  of  nine  members,  thus  organizedj  proceeded 
to  the  execution  of  their  duties.  They  began  bf  taking  as 
the  basis  of  their  operations  the  monthly  statement  of  the 
bank  on  the  Sd  of  March  last,  which  is  herewith  submitted. 
That  statement  being  made  from  reports  firom  the  several 
offices,  which  require  various  periods  for  transmission  to 
the  bank,  of  course  does  not  represent  the  actual  condition 
of  the  offices  at  the  precise  period  of  the  3d  of  March. 
The  committee,  therefore,  caused  another  statement  to  be 
made  from  the  subsequent  reports  of  the  offices  of  the  dates 
nearest  to  the  3d  of  March,  so  as  to  present  the  exact  state 
of  the  bank,  as  near  as  possible,  on  that  day.  This  state- 
ment is  also  submitted  herewith.  They  then  proceeded  to 
an  investigation,  in  detail,  of  all  the  assets  of  the  bank» 
beginning  with — 

1.  TTie  active  debts. — ^The  greater  part  of  the  active 
debt  of  the  bank  consists  of  bills  and  notes,  on  which  the 
discount  has  been  paid  in  advance,  and  included  in  the 
amount  of  "discount,  exchange,  and  interest,"  which 
forms  a  part  of  the  surplus  funds  of  the  bank.  So  much 
of  the  discount  so  paid  in  advance  as  is  applicable  to  timo 
elapsing  after  the  3d  of  March  last  should  therefore  be 
deducted  from  the  amount  of  the  bills  and  notes,  in  esti- 
mating their  value  on  that  day.  By  comparing  the 
amount  of  the  "  discounts  received"  with  the  amount  of 
"bills  discounted*'  at  the  parent  bank  in  the  six  months 
next  preceding  the  Sd  of  March,  it  is  ascertained  that  the 
averc^e  running  time  from  the  date  of  discount,  of  all  the 
notes  discounted  in  that  interval,  is  eighty-nine  days.  It 
may  therefore  be  assumed  that,  on  any  given  day,  (say 
the  dd  of  March,)  the  average  time  of  maturity  of  all  the 
notes  then  on  hand  was  44  ^  days  (or  half  the  original 
running  time)  after  such  given  day.  I'hese  averages  of 
the  running  time  and  time  of  maturity  have  been  ap- 
plied by  the  committee  to  all  notes  and  bills  discount^ 
edj  on  whatever  security,  both  at  the  bank  and  at  the  of- 
fices. 

Another  portion  of  the  active  debt  consists  of  loans 
drawing  interest  at  rates  varying  from  four  to  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  payable  at  the  expiration  of  the  times 
on  which  it  accrues.  In  computing  the  value  of  these 
loans,  the  interest  accrued  and  unpaid  on  the  3d  of  March 
should  be  added  to  the  principal,  and  a  deduction  should 
be  made  of  the  difiSerence  between  the  amount  and  the  par 
value  of  those  which  bear  inferior  rates  of  interest.  To  ef- 
fect these  objects,  it  was  found  necessary  to  divide  the 
gross  amount  of  loans  into  distinct  portions,  with  reference 
to  their  several  rates  of  interest,  dec,  'and  then,  by  a  pro- 
cess with  which  accountants  are  familiar,  the  average  ma- 
turity of  the  items  composing  each  of  these  distinct  por- 
tions was  carefully  ascertained,  together  with  the  aver- 
age time  to  which  interest  had  been  paid.  The  man- 
ner in  which  these  elements  have  been  used  in  bringing 
out  the  results  is  shown  in  the  statement  imbodied  in  this 
report. 

Of  the  residue  of  the  active  debt,  the  only  important 
items  are  the  notes  and  balances  due  by  State  banks ;  in 
regard  to  which  no  remark  is  at  present  necessary. 

2.  ITie  suspended  debt  and  re<U  estate. — ^The  value  of 
these  having  been  the  subject  of  periodical  examination  by 
committees  appointed  for  the  purpose,  at  the  parent  bank 
and  at  the  offices,  their  reports  furnish,  of  course,  the  best 
attainable  information.  The  committee  have,  therefore, 
been  guided  by  the  estimates  of  the  last  semi-annual  peri« 
od,  namely,  of  Juno  and  July  of  this  year,  which  apply 
exclusively  to  debts  suspended  and  real  estate  acquired  be- 
fore the  Sd  of  March  last. 

After  several  conferences,  involving  a  full  and  free  dis* 
cussion  of  all  the  subjects  referred  to  them,  they  have  com 
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pressed  the  result  of  their  investigations  into  the  following 
statement : 

[Here  follow  sundry  tabular  statements  of  the  debu  and 
effects  of  the  bank,  numbered  from  34  to  59.] 


Memorial  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of 

the  United  States,  praying  a  settlement  of  the  accounts 

of  the  said  bank  with  the  United  States. 

[  February  24, 1837.— Referred  to  ihe  Ck)mmiitee  on  Finance. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress 

assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  president,  directors,  and  company 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  respectfully  repre- 
sents: 

That  having  recently  seen  among  the  documents  print- 
ed by  Congress  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  which  he  laments  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  settle 
with  the  bank,  and  invokes  the  aid  of  Congress,  they  deem 
it  proper  to  state  that  they  are  now,  as*  they  ailways  have 
been,  ready  and  anxious  to  settle ;  and  that  not  the  slight- 
est delay  nor  the  least  obstacle  of  any  kind  can  jastly  be 
ascribed  to  them.  This  they  propose  to  render  obvious  in 
a  few  words. 

In  a  settlement  between  the  Government  and  the  bank, 
one  of  two  courses  was  necessary.  The  first  was  (o  wind 
up  the  whole  business  of  the  institution,  and  divide  the  pro- 
ceeds ;  a  mode  inevitable,  had  the  bank  ceased  its  operations 
.on  the  4th  of  March.  But  as  the  institution  continued, 
with  no  change  except  the  retirement  of  a  single  paitnei,  it 
was  deemed  a  process  equally  harsh  and  useless  to  force 
the  country  to  pay  sixty  millions  of  debts  at  a  moment  of 
general  embarrassment,  merely  to  balance  the  books  of  the 
bank ;  and  the  second  mode  was  therefore  preferred — that 
of  estimating  the  value  of  the  stock  on  the  4th  of  March, 
and  paying  the  Government  iu  proportion.  This  was  the 
easiest,  and  simplest,  and  fairest  mode  of  adjustment  It 
was  obviously  the  mode  contemplated  by  Congress,  who, 
on  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  authorized  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  receive  payment  **  in  sitch  instalments,  and 
payable  at  such  times,  and  with  such  rates  of  interest,  as  he 
shall  see  fit  to  agree  to."  To  estimate  the  value  of  the 
stock  was,  therefore,  the  first  step  towards  the  settlement 
Accordingly,  soon  after  the  Secretary  received  his  authority 
from  Congress,  a  report  was  made  by  a  joint  committee  of 
three  members  of  the  late  bank,  three  of  the  new,  and  three 
impartial  umpires,  connected  with  Xieither,  stating  the  value 
of  the  stock.  This  valuation  on  the  part  of  the  bank  was 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  wiUi  an  ofier  <<that  all  the 
materials  upon  which  it  is  founded  will,  of  course,  be  sub- 
mitted to  any  examination  which  you  may  desire  to  make ;" 
and  that  the  bank  <' would  be  equally  ready  to  adopt  any 
mode  which  may  be  deemed  expedient  for  making  such  a 
division  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  as  may  assure  to  the  Gov- 
ernment its  just  and  ample  proportion."  To  this  commu- 
nication the  Secretary  answered,  on  the  19th  and  20th  of 
September,  as  follows:  ««I  have  cheerfully  accepted  your 
of!er  to  permit  an  examination  to  be  made  ot  the  materials 
upon  which  that  report  is  founded ;"  and  will  appoint  three 
gentlemen  **to  investigate  those  materiak,  and  report  to 
me  their  mews  upon  them,  and  also  the  proper  basis  of  a 
settlement."  These  commissioners  accordingly  visited  the 
bank,  and,  after  nearly  four  months,  reported.  It  was 
naturally  presumed  that,  when  they  made  their  report,  the 
Secretary  would  inform  the  board  of  directors  whether 
their  valuation  accorded  with  that  of  the  bank,  or  in  what 
respect  it  dif&red,  so  as  to  enable  the  board  to  accept  the 
terms,  or  to  offer  others,  or  in  some  mode  advance  the  set- 
tlement. It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  such  a  course  was 
not  pursued.  But,  since  the  month  of  September,  when 
the  Secretary  apprized  the  board  of  the  coming  of  th4  com- 


missioners who  were  to  report  their  estimate  to  him,  no 
communication  of  any  kind  whatsoever  was  made  to  them 
by  the  Secretary  ;  but  while  they  were  waiting  to  know 
whether  their  valuation  was  acceptable  to  him,  or  in  what 
it  was  deemed  deficient,  they  were  surprised  by  a  commu- 
nication, not  to  them,  but  to  Congress,  stating  the  failure 
of  his  negotiation.  They  regret  this,  because,  if  the  board 
had  been  made  acquainted  with  the  wishes  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  explained  in  the  report  now  made  to  Congress^ 
they  would  have  instantly  and  cheerfully  acceded  to  them. 
That  regret  is  deepened  by  another  measure  of  the  Secretary, 
which  seems  alike  unaathorized  and  unfortunate. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  directed 
the  Secretary  to  « receive  the  capital  stock  belonging  to 
the  United  States  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  in 
such  instalments,  and  payable  at  such  times,  and  withiMich 
rates  of  interest,  as  he  shall  see  fit  to  agree  to,  and  also  te 
settle  and  adjust  the  claim  for  surplus  promts,  accruing 
on  said  capital  stock,  on  such  terms  as  he  may  think 
proper." 

When  this  act  passed,  it  was  perfectly  well  known  to 
every  member  of  Congress  that,  for  nearly  four  years  pre- 
ceding, there  had  been  a  disputed  question  of  law  between 
the  Government  and  the  bank,  in  regard  to  damages  on  a 
bill  of  exchange,  which  the  bank  had  in  vain  urged  the 
Executive  to  pursue  before  the  judicial  tribunals.  The 
subject  had  been  often  before  Congress — ^before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  in  1833,  who  proposed  no 
measure  in  regard  to  it — before  the  Committee  of  Finance 
of  the  Senate,  who,  in  their  report  of  the  18th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1834,  declared  that  the  right  of  the  bank  was  **  found- 
ed in  strict  law" — that  <*the  retainer  was  avowedly  made 
to  procure  a  submission  to  the  courts  and  juries  of  the 
country" — and  that  "if  the  Government  thinks  itself 
wronged  by  such  proceedings,  the  law  prescribes  the  man- 
ner  in  which  it  shall  seek  redress."  With  the  full  knowl- 
edge of  these  facts  when  Congress  authorized  the  Secretary 
to  settle  with  the  bank  for  the  capital  stock  and  the  surplui» 
profits,  they  certainly  could  not  have  intended  to  refuse  the 
receipt  of  this  capital  stock  and  surplus  profits,  unless  the 
bank  should  surrender,  unconditionally,  its  right  to  a  judi- 
cial trial  of  a  question  which  one  of  their  own  standing 
committees  had  decided  in  favor  of  the  bank.  Yet,  with- 
out any  the  slightest  authority  from  Congress,  the  Secre- 
tary, as  appears  by  the  public  documents,  has  determined 
that  he  will  never  settle  with  the  bank  without  a  previous 
surrender  of  its  rights — declaring  that,  ** preliminary  to  a 
final  adjustment  of  this  interest,  the  Treasury  Department 
would  require  that  the  bank  should  pay  that  portion  of  the 
dividend  on  the  stock  of  the  United  States  which  had  been 
withheld  for  damages  on  the  draft  upon  the  French  Gov- 
ernment" Now,  it  is  manifest  that  this  is  a  proceeding 
which  Congress  did  not  authorize,  and  can  scarcely  sanction. 
It  cannot  be  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  after 
passing  a  law  declaring  tlie  mode  in  which  questions  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  citizens  are  to  be  adjudi- 
cated, and  after  seeing  the  bank  pursue  exactly  that  mode, 
will  now  endeavor  to  force  the  institution  out  of  the  path 
of  law,  by  refusing  to  adjust  other  interests,  which  have  no 
connexion  whatever  with  that  controversy. 

The  original  claim  of  damages  was  a  necessary  art  of 
duty  by  the  bank  in  favor  of  the  Government,  who,  if  there 
was  any  right  to  draw  the  bill,  had  an  equal  right  to  the 
damages.  The  pecuniary  interest  involved  was  and  is  a 
matter  of  indifierence.  It  was  only  the  tone  assumed 
in  regard  to  it,  and  the  evident  design  of  forcing  the 
bank  to  abandon  its  rights,  which  gave  importance  to 
the  claim,  and  forbade  the  surrender  of  it  The  board  of 
directors  would  deem  themselves  faithless,  not  merely  to 
the  institution,  but  to  the  cause  of  constitutional  firredom, 
if  they  could  be  thus  driven  frAi  the  courts  of  justice  by 
any  menace  from  an  executive  officer.     They  have  ac- 
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cordingly  decided  the  question  deliberately  and  irrevocably. 
If  the  proffer  of  a  judicial  decision  is  accepted  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  bank  will  cheerfully  abide  the  result.  But 
until  then,  there  should  not  be,  and  there  cannot  be,  any 
surrender,  or  concession,  or  compromitse. 

The  board  of  directors  will  now  make  one  final  offer  to 
settle,  and  they  make  it  directly  to  your  honorable  bodies, 
BO  as  to  avert  the  hazard  of  any  further  mediation.  They 
learn,  from  the  printed  report  of  the  Secretary,  that  the  com- 
tfiissioners  would  have  recommended  the  following  terms  of 
settlement  ; 

To  value  each  share  of  the  stock  at  $1 15  58,  and  receive 
payment  for  it  by  equal  instalments,  payable  in  September, 
1837,  1838,  1839,  and  1840,  with  six  percent,  interest 
until  paid. 

The  board  of  directors  agree,  at  once,  to  those  terms, 
and  are  ready  to  carry  them  into  execution. 

They  do  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  this  be  not  too  much. 
They  prefer  that  it  should  be  too  much.  They  will  never 
differ  with  Congress  about  mere  sums  of  money,  and  are 
specially  anxious  to  terminate  their  connexion  with  the 
Government  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  all  parties. 
By  order  of  the  board. 

N.  BIDDLE,  Presidtnt. 


Doeum&nta  in  relation  to  the  joint  retolution  (S.  11) 
"authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  receipe, 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  under  the  Penn- 
sylvania charter,  payment  for  the  stock  of  the  United 
States  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  Untied  States." 

Sknatx  Crambeb, 
Washington,  February  26,  1837. 
Deau  Sir  :  I  find  this  moment,  upon  my  table,  a  print- 
ed copy  of  the  memorial  of  the  bank,  presented  to  the  Sen- 
ate on  yesterday,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance.    As  Monday  is  the  regular  day  of  meeting  of  the 
committee,  and  the  period  of  the  session  admonishes  us  to 
avoid  delay,  I  enclose  to  you  herein  the  copy  of  the  memo- 
rial, and  request  from  you  any  facts,  within  the  possession 
of  yourself  or  of  the  Department,  touching  the  complaints 
put  forth  in  the  memorial  of  want  of  frankness  and  courtesy 
on  the  part  of  the  agents  of  the  Government ;  and  also  your 
views  as  to  any  and  what  action  the  memorial  may  call  for 
from  the  committee  or  from  Congress.     In*great  haste. 
I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jujt. 
The  Hon.  Lkvi  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury. 

TrKASUBiT  DfiYABTMJtlTT, 

February  27,  1837. 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  the  26th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
the  memorial  to  the  Senate  concerning  the  claim  of  the 
United  Stat«s  against  the  bank,  and  which  had  &en  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  has  been  received.  At 
this  late  period  of  the  session  of  Congress,  I  refrain  from 
delaying  its  action  on  this  subject,  which  is  so  very  desira- 
ble-before  an  adjournment,  and  shall,  therefore,  not  con- 
sume time  by  entering  into  any  very  detailed  views  con- 
cerning certain  topics  connected  with  the  memorial. 

The  documents  relating  to  this  claim,  and  to  the  efforts 
made  for  its  settlement  by  this  Department,  which  were  an- 
nexed to  the  last  annual  report,  and  to  the  special  report 
made  by  it  to  both  Houses  on  the  30th  of  January  last, 
contain  suflicient  explanations  on  many  of  those  topics. 
They  will  fully  show  whether  most  of  the  complaints  stated 
in  the  memorial  are  not,  as  is  there  averred  in  respect  to 
some  of  the  measures  of  this  Department,  •'alike  unau- 
thorized and  unfortunate." 

The  memorialists  seem  dissatisfied  at  the  course  of  the 


Department  in  referring  the  whole  subject  to  Congress, 
though  it  was  not  done  till  after  all  the  attempts  for  a  set^ 
tlement  had  failed,  which  are  explamedin  those  documents. 
They  furthpr  assert  that,  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  subject,  there  has  not  been  **  the  slightest  de- 
lay,"^ or  "the  least  obstacle  of  any  kind." 

But  the  facts  enumerated  in  the  reports  and  papers  be- 
fore mentioned  show  that,  during  the  last  summer,  no  re- 
ply whatever  could  be  obtained  from  the  bank  concerning  a 
settlement,  till'  a  second  letter  was  addressed  to  it  by  this 
Department.  They  show,  likewise,  that,  on  the  25th  of 
July,  when  a  resolution  of  that  date  was  enclosed  to  me  by 
the  bank,  holding  out  the  expectation  of  making  an  early 
communication  as  to  a  settlement,  in  consequence  of  the 
expected  report  of  their  committee,  the  report  was  made  on 
the  same  day,  but  was  not  forwarded  to  this  Deparbnent 
till  the  10th  of  the  ensuing  September;  and  that  certain  in- 
formation, depircd  in  my  first  letter  in  June,  to  aid  me  in 
making  an  arrangement,  and  the  request  repeated  again  in 
September,  has  not,  after  the  lapse  of  so  many  months,  been 
yet  communicated.  Witliout  going  further  into  any  details 
as  to  any  delays  or  obstacles  on  the  part  of  the  bank  in  the 
preliminary  correspondence,  it  appears,  further,  that  the 
Department,  in  ite  letter  of  September  last,  as  well  as 
through  its  agents  or  commissioners  in  their  subsequent  let- 
ter, urged  the  bank  to  pay  over,  soon  as  practicable,  any 
portion -of  the  sum  to  which  the  United  States  might  in 
the  end  be  found  entitled ;  and  that  the  bank  has  notwith- 
standing delayed  to  make  any  such  payment,  though  the 
agents  of  the  Department  considered  that  a  large  sum, 
amounting  to  some  millions  of  dollars,  was  both  just  and 
proper  to  be  paid  before  the  1st  of  January  last. 

Another  ground  of  regret  expressed  in  the  memorial, 
and  of  apparent  complaint,  is,  that  a  copy  of  the  report  of 
the  agents  of  this  Department  was  not  furnished  to  the 
bank  chartered  by  Pennsylvania  before  it  was  submitted  to 
Congress  ;  intimating  that,  in  such  event,  that  bank  would 
have  "instantly  and  cheerfully  acceded"  to  the  wishes  of 
the  Government,  as  explained  by  this  Department. 

How  well-founded  any  complaint  may  be  on  that  ground 
can  with  case  be  ascertained,  since  it  appears,  by  the  docu- 
ments annexed  to  the  above-named  report,  that,  on  the  re- 
quest of  this  Department  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  Congress,  to  appoint  a  committee  to  unite  with 
ours  for  the  purpose  of  endeavoring  to  bring  about  an  ar- 
rangement of  the  claim  in  question,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed by  that  bank,  in  conjunction  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  This 
last  committee,  it  seems,  conferred  and  corresponded  with 
ours  freely  and  firequently  during  the  whole  inquiry.  The 
grounds  of  difference  were  fully  discussed  and  explained ; 
and,  after  all  reasonable  efforts  had  failed  to  bring  about  an 
agreement  upon  terms  mutually  acceptable,  then,  and  not 
till  then,  did  onr  agents  make  a  separate  report.  A  full 
statement  of  all  these  proceedings  appears  in  that  report 
and  the  accompanying  correspondence.  Yet  now  it  would 
seem  that  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  regrets  a  copy  of 
the  report  was  not  transmitted  to  that  bank,  to  show  the 
views  of  the  committee,  before  it  was  sent  to  Congress ; 
though  thpse  views  had  been  fully  and  explicitly  developed 
while  at  Philadelphia  to  the.  joint  committee  of  that  bank 
and  the  bank  chartered  by  Congress.  He  further  asserts 
that,  if  the  views  of  our  committee  had  been  made  known 
to  his  bank,  the  terms  expressed  by  them  to  be  proper 
would  have  been  "  instantly  and  cheerfully  acceded  to," 
though  his  own  committee  distinctly  refused  to  accede  to 
them ;  and  his  bank,  to  which  they  probably  reported  in  fiill, 
has  never  signified,  until  this  memorial,  any  inclination  to 
differ  from  the  grounds  before  assumed  by  its  committee,  or 
to  accede  to  what  they,  acting  in  its  behalf,  had  deliberate- 
ly and  distinctly  declined. 
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But  it  is  a  source  of  much  ratiafiiction  to  this  Depart- 
ment DOW  to  learn  that,  after  more  mature  deliberation, 
one  of  the  banks  in  behalf  of  which  that  committee  acted 
has  determined  to  accept  the  terms  recommended  bj  our 
agents  as  to  the  valuation  of  the  shares,  apd  has  thus  giv- 
en a  sanction  to  the  correctness  of  their  course  in  making 
and  insisting  on  a  much  higher  estimate  of  the  value  of  the 
shares  of  the  United  States  than  the  first  or  the  second 
committee  of  the  bank  were  willing  to  adopt. 

The  other  subject  referred  to  in  the  memorial,  viz :  the 
damages  upon  the  bill  of  exchange  drawn  on  the  French 
Qovemment,  and  the  dividends  sequestered  and  withheld 
upon  that  pretension,  has  been  heretofore  so  fully  discuss- 
ed that  I  forbear  now  to  enter  at  all  into  the  consideration 
of  its  merits.  But  it  is  a  matter  of  some  surprise  that  the 
authority  or  course  adopted  by  this  Department  in  attempt- 
ing to  make  an  adjustment  on  that  subject,  under  the  act 
of  June  last,  should  appear  to  be  impugned  by  the  memo- 
rial, on  the  ground  that  the  power  conferred  by  the  act  did 
not  warrant  its  proceedings.  The  power  extends  to  the 
settlement  and  adjustment  of  the  <*  capital  stock"  and 
«( surplus  profiu."  But  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  divi- 
dends withheld  on  account  of  the  damages  claimed  by  the 
bank  chartered  by  Congress  had  been  carried  to  the  profit 
and  lou  account,  as  was  stated  by  the  committee  of  the 
banks,  or  in  effect  had  been  added  to  the  amount  of  surplus 
profits,  and  now  cdnetitute  i^  part  of  those  surplus  profits. 
Is  It  not,  therefore,  obvious,  that  before  the  whole  amount 
of  surplus  profits  realized  by  the  bank  chartered  by  Con- 
gress can  be  correctly  ascertained,  and  the  value  of  the 
share  of  the  United  States  in  those  profits  settled,  it  should 
first  be  determined,  if  possible,  whether  the  bank  shall  re- 
tain the  whole  of  those  dividends  or  noti 

It  therefore  became  proper  to  attempt  the  arrangement 
of  that  question  in  the  first  instance.  Hence,  in  the  in- 
structions to  the  agents  of  this  Department,  they  were  re- 
quested to  urge  the  bank  to  pay  over  the  dividends  with- 
held, except  file  sum  equitably  due  to  the  bank  for  interest 
and  any  actual  expenses  incurred.  But  they  were  not  di- 
rected, as  represented  in  the  memorial,  to  insist  on  that  as 
a  «pz^iminary'*  indispensable  to  the  receipt  of  any  por- 
tion of  what  was  due,  or  indispensable  to  an  agreement  as 
to  the  value  of  the  shares.  Had  the  bank  acceded  to  tliis 
request,  the  profits,  now  forming  a  part  of  the  basis  of  a 
proposed  anangement,  would  then  have  been  reduced  to 
the  extent  of  the  difference,  or  probably  about  $160,000, 
and  the  share  of  the  United  States  to  about  one  fifth  of 
those  profits  would  have  been  estimated  proportionably 
less.  But,  instead  of  receiving  only  one  fifth  of  it  as  prof- 
its, they  would  have  obtained,  as  dividends  due,  the  whole 
of  the  other  four  fifths,  being  over  $130,000  more,  and 
which  have  so  long  been  withheld  from  them  by  the  bank. 

Hence  the  agents  very  properly  deemed  it  a  "  prelimi- 
nary" question  to  settle,  if  practicable,  how  much  of  those 
dividends  should  be  included  among  the  profits,  and  ac- 
cordingly used  the  language  in  their  report,  which  is  in- 
correctly attributed  in  the  memorial  to  this  Department 
But  though  the  committee  of  the  bank  declined  paying 
over  any  of  those  dividends,  and  insisted  on  holding  the 
whole  as  profits,  this  circumstance  did  not,  as  my  interac- 
tions show,  or  as  the  course  of  the  agents  of  the  Treasury 
proves,  prevent  the  agents  from  proceeding  to  make  an  ex- 
amination, and  to  attempt  an  agreement  as  to  what  ought 
to  be  considered  the  true  value  of  the  shares.  Neither  of 
the  committee4  regarded  the  failure  to  agree  to  pay  any  of 
the  dividends  as  a  preventive  to  an  arrangement  of  the 
rest  of  the  subject.  They  proceeded,  therefore,  to  estimate 
that  value  on  the  basis  assumed  by  the  bank,  that  the 
whole  of  the  dividends  withheld  were  to  be  regarded  as 
among  the  surplus  profits,  and  the  agents  of  the  Department 
tried  in  vain  to  bring  the  committee  of  the  bank,  even  on 
their  own  basis,  to  place  an  estimate  on  that  value  equal 


to  what  the  bank  now  oflfers.  So  far,  therefore,  from  any 
**  menace,'*  or  any  thing  which  common  fairness  could  tor- 
ture into  an  attack  on  **  constitutional  freedom,*'  having,  u 
the  memorial  intimates,  been  used  in  any  of  the  commanicar 
tions  from  this  Department  connected  with  this  attempt  at 
an  adjustment  of  any  part  of  our  claims,  not  the  slightest 
pretence  exists  for  Uie  charge  in  the  instractions  on  this 
point,  the  whole  of  which  were  as  follows : 

**4.  It  is  further  wished  that,  in  forming  an  opiuon  of 
the  value  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  on  the  8d  of  March,  yon 
should  take  into  consideration  the  amount  of  dividends  due 
to  the  United  States  which  has  been  withheld  and  applied 
by  the  bank  in  payment  of  a  claim  for  damages  on  the 
draft  or  order  drawn  by  the  Department  on  the  French 
Government.  Under  all  the  circumstances  of  that  case, 
(his  Department  cannot  recognise  the  right  of  the  bank  to 
any  thing  except  the  actual  expenses  incurred  by  it  in 
consequence  of  the  failure  by  the  French  Government  to 
pay  the  draft,  with  the  usual  interest  thereon,  while  the 
bank  had  not  the  use  of  the  money,  provided  it  did  not 
have  tiie  use  of  it  during  the  whole  period  till  its  formsl 
repayment. '  For  further  particulars  on  this  question,  ref- 
erence can  be  had  %o  the  printed  opinions  of  the  Attorney 
General,  and  the  views  of  this  Department  in  the  annual 
reports  to  Congress,  December,  1834.  It  wonld  there- 
fore seem  proper,  and  it  is  submitted  to  your  ccmaidera- 
tion,  and  that  of  any  committee  uniting  with  yon  on  the 
part  of  the  bank,  whether  the  claim  for  constructive  dama- 
ges had  not  better  be  relinquished  by  the  bank,  and  only  a 
full  indemnity  for  any  actual  loss  be  received,  and  the  val- 
ue of  the  stock  be  estimated  on  that  basis — the  bank,  ia 
the  mean  time,  paying  over  the  dividends  to  the  United 
States  which  were  withheld  in  1834." 

But  though  the  agents  of  this  Department  properly  pro- 
ceeded to  effect  a  future  amicable  adjustment,  if  possible, 
in  full  or  in  part,  notwithstanding  the  refusal  to  pay  the 
dividends  withheld,  yet  they  did  this,  not  with  a  view  of 
abandoning  the  claim  of  the  Grovemment  for  the  whole  of 
those  dividends,  after  deducting  any  intereet  or  aetoal  ex- 
penses due;  because  it  was  a  claim  always  insisted  on  1^ 
this  Department  as  just,  a  claim  so  w^ll  sustained  by  equi- 
table and  legal  principles,  and  a  claim  which  had  been  so 
ably  supported  by  the  official  opinions  of  the  highest  law 
ofiSceis  of  the  Government.  Nor  can  the  Department  now 
recommend  to  Congress  any  relinquishment  or  compro- 
mise of  it.  In  respect  to  the  right  or  propriety  cf  the  bank 
chartered  by  Pennsylvania  to  arraign  the*  course  of  this 
Department  on  the  present  subject,  even  had  it  been  so 
"  unauthorised  and  unfortunate"  as  the  memorial  suppo- 
ses, I  shall  not  now  stop  to  inquise,  because  Congress  must 
be  well  aware  that  the  signer  of  that  memorial  is  not,  and  for 
near  a  year  has  not  been,  president  of  the  United  States 
Bank  chartered  by  the  General  Government ;  that  this  De- 
partment has  opened  no  correspondence  with  him  or  the 
State  bank  in  respect  to  this  claim  and  its  settlement,  but 
merely  replied  with  courtesy  to  any  communication  he 
might  choose  to  volunteer  on  the  subject.  '  The  efforts  of 
this  Department  have  rather  been  directed  to  induce  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  chartered  by  Congress,  and  its 
ofificers,  to  make  a  seasonable  and  just  arrangement  upon 
this  embarrassing  affair. 

The  United  States  own  no  stock  in  the  bank  in  behalf 
of  which  this  memorial  has  been  presented  to  Congress ; 
indeed,  they  are  expressly  excluded  by  the  terms  of  its  char- 
ter from  any  direct  interest  in  it.  Unless  Congress  may 
choose  to  release  its  claim  upon  the  bank  chartered  by  it- 
self, and  accept  the  bank  chartered  by  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania as  its  debtor,  either  in  the  capacity  of  trustee  or 
substitute,  the  United  States  have  no  immediate  claim 
whatever  upon  the  latter  institution.  The  bank  chartered 
by  Congress  is  still  in  existence  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
its  affairs  and  paying  over  what  is  due  to  its  stocjLholdcrs. 
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It  hu  m  prarident  and  all  other  necesaary  officers,  and  it  is 
for  Congress  to  decide  whether  a  new  debtor — a  new  cor- 
poration, over  which  it  possesses  less  legal  control— shall 
be  sabstituted  for  the  bank  originally  chartered  by  its  own 
authority,  and  which  has  not  heretofore  made,  and  do«a 
not  now  make,  directly,  any  specific  offer  of  payment  or 
compromise. 

But  the  corporation  created  by  the  State  of  PennsyWa- 
nia  is  represented  to  have  become  the  trustee  of  that  one 
chartered  by  Congress,  and  may  be  now  acting  in  its  be- 
half, though  it  never  has  become  its  trustee  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  United  States  or  of  this  Department  If  regard- 
ed as  amply  able  and  safe  for  the  fulfilment  of  any  obliga- 
tion it  may  enter  into  with  regard  to  this  claim,  whe^er 
with  or  without  collateral  security,  it  would  seem  to  be 
proper  tlut  authority  should  be  given,  by  some  law  or  joint 
resolution,  to  accept  its  oUigations,  under  such  limitations 
as  sound  prudence  may  dictate,  considering  the  character 
of  Ae  institution  and  the  great  amount  of  the  debt. 

Without  such  authority,  the  Treasury  Department 
would  not  of  course  feel  justified  in  making  any  arrange- 
ment whatever  with  the  State  bank  in  question,  or  with  its 
officers,  in  respect  to  this  important  claim,  and  by  such 
**  unauthorized"  course  to  change  the  debtor  of  the  Oovein- 
ment,  and  perhaps  lessen  what  Congress  might  consider 
its  present  legal  socurity  for  eventual  payment. 

Whether  the  bank  will  or  «  will  never  differ  with  Con- 
gress about  mere  sums  of  money,*'  and  whether  in  respect 
to  the  French  bill  *<  the  pecuniary  interest  involved  was 
and  is  a  matter  of  indifference*'  or  not,  after  its  two  com- 
mittees differed  so  much  from  the  views  of  ours,  and  <*  the 
pecuniary  interest  involved"  has  been  insisted  on  till  now, 
and  after  its  large  contested  claim  to  withhold  the  dividends 
was  and  is  yet  persisted  in,  though  so  manifestly  inequita- 
ble, might  have  been  deemed  questionable  but  for  the  dec- 
larations in  the  memorial,  which,  it  is  hoped,  may  be  hap- 
pily successful  in  removing  all  future  doubt  or  difficulty  on 
those  points.  But  should  any  misfortune,  so  much  to  be 
deprecated,  prevent  that  desirable  result,  certain  it  is  that 
the  bank  cannot  be  more  anxious  than  this  Department  <<  to 
avert  the  hazard  of  any  further  mediation"  connected  with 
it,  and  to  enable  the  president  and  directors  of  the  institu- 
tion chartered  by  Congress,  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment, «to  terminate  their  connexion  with  the  Govern- 
ment." 

Respectfully,  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Hon.  Silas  WaieBT, 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  Senate, 

NOTES  OF  THE  BANK  OF  THE  U.  STATES. 

House  07  RSPBSSZ^TTATIVSS,  FSBBUABT  22,  1637.' 

Mr,  Gaibraith,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  the 
subject  had  been  referred,  made  the  following  report  .• 
The  select  committee,  to  which  were  referred  certain 
memorials  relative  to  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  in  relation  to  banking  corporations  in  tbe 
States,  and  in  relation  to  the  reissues  of  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  beg  leave  to  report  in  part, 
viz ;  on  that  portion  of  the  said  memorials  in  relation  to  the 
reissues  of  the  notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  committee,  the  propriety  of 
addressing  a  communication  to  the  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  chartered  by  Congress,  with  a  view 
of  ascertaining  whether  the  notes  of  that  institution,  re- 
turned and  redeemed  since  the  8d  of  March,  had  been  re- 
issued, and  if  so,  to  what  extent,  and  of  what  donomina- 
tion  of  notes,  was  suggested.     The    committee  decided, 


with  great  unanimity,  that  such  a  course  would  be  entirely 
useless  and  unavailable  as  to  obtaining  any  information  of 
the  fact ;  that  no  information  would  be  obtained  of  service 
in  their  investigation,  or  leading  to  any  satisfactory  result. 
That  the  committee  should  so  unanimously  come  to  this 
conclusion  will  not  be  matter  of  surprise,  on  a  recurrence 
to  the  history  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  that  institu- 
tion for  the  last  few  years.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  re^ 
fer  to  a  few  of  these  instances,  furnishing  a  justification  of 
such  inference. 

Passing  over  the  concealment  of  matters  from  the  com- 
mittees of  both  Houses  of  Congress  in  1832,  and  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  directors  appointed  on  the  pert  of  the  Gov- 
ernment  from  any  participation  in  its  transactions  or 
knowledge  of  its  af&irs  in  1 833,  a  reference  will  be  here 
made  to  other  acts  of  a  more  recent  date.  In  January, 
1834,  the  officers  of  that  institution  refused  to  deliver  over, 
on  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  books,  papers, 
and  funds,  connected  wilh  the  disbursements  to  be  made 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  war,  under 
the  pension  law  of  the  7th  June,  1832.  (See  vol.  2.  of 
Reports  of  Committees  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
1833-'4,  No.  263,  and  particularly  the  letter  of  its  presi- 
dent, Mr.  Biddle,  of  the  28d  January,  1834,  in  which  he 
reports  the  decision  of  the  directors,  distinctly  refusing  to 
comply  with  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. )  On  the 
4th  of  April,  1834,  a  resolution,  ^reported  by  thf  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
was  adopted  by  the  House,  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  investigato  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  under 
the  23d  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  incorporating  it,  of 
the  10th  April,  1816,  which  provides  that  «it  shall,  at 
all  times,  be  lawful  for  a  committee  of  either  House  of  Con- 
gress, appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  (he  books  and 
to  exanune  into  the  proceedings  of  the  corporation  hereby 
created,  and  to  report  whether  the  provisions  of  this  charter 
have  been  violated  or  not,'*  &c.  This  committee  was 
clothed  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and 
proceeded  to  the  banking-house  in  the  city  of  PhiladeK 
phia,  and  resorted  to  every  fair  means  to  obtain  the  neces- 
sary information  for  the  action  of  Congress ;  but  the  offi- 
cers of  the  bank  refused  permission  to  the  committee  to  in- 
spect the  books  or  examine  its  proceedings,  and  even  re- 
fused to  be  sworn  to  give  evidence  on  the  subject,  or  fur- 
nish any  information  whatever,  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  not  bound  to  criminate  themselves  i  and  entered  into 
a  system  of  special  pleading  in  excuse,  and  boldly  set  at  de- 
fiance the  power  and  the  rights  of  the  people,  through  their 
representatives  in  Congress.  (Vol.  4,  Rep.  of  Com.  H. 
Reps.  1833-'4,  No.  481.)  On  the  Idth  July,  1834,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  addressed  a  letter  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank,  relative  to  the  seizure  and  detention,  by 
its  officers,  of  the  money  in  its  possession  belonging  to  the 
United  States.  To  this  letter  no  reply  was  given  until  the 
28th  of  November,  a  period  so  late  as  to  defeat  an  oppor- 
tunity of  that  reply  being  submitted  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  time  for  his  remarks  upon  it,  and  the  law- 
less and  indefensible  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  bank  in 
that  act,  in  his  annual  message  of  that  year.  Tbe  high 
and  aristocratic  tone  of  that  communication,  made  after 
four  months'  delay,  manifests  any  thing  else  than  a  dis- 
position to  furnish  any  satisfactory  information,  whenever 
it  may  not  be  the  interest  of  the  bank  that  it  should  be 
afforded.  (Vol.  2,  Ex.  Doc.  of  1834-'6,  No.  21.)  A  simi- 
lar tone  plainly  marks  the  conduct  of  the  bank  and  its  offi- 
cers in  the  correspondence  between  its  president  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  branch  drafts 
which  had  been  illegally  and  unlawfully  imposed  upon  the 
publicby  the  bank.  (Vol.  2,  Ex.  Doc.  of  1834-'5,  No.  42.) 
Again,  on  the  14th  October,  1834,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  addressed  a  communication  to  the  Government 
directors  of  the  bank,  requesting  them  <<  to  report  to  him, 
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wilh  as  little  delay  ai  poeaible,  the  gross  profits  made  by 
the  bank,  of  every  description  whatever,  for  each  half  year 
since  the  Ist  January,  1832 — the  deductions  in  detail  made 
from  those  profits,"  &c. — in  order  that  <*he  might  be  able 
to  take  a  proper  view  of  the  subject  of  the  public  revenues 
in  his  communication  to  Congress."  After  various  fniit- 
less  efforts  to  examine  the  books  of  tlie  bank,  the  Govern- 
ment directors  were  informed  by  the  second  assistant 
cashier  (the  cashier  himself  having  kept  out  of  the  way)  that 
the  book  they  particularly  desired  was  locked  up  in  the 
vault,  the  key  of  which  he  then  had  in  his  pocket,  but  re- 
fused to  deliver  to  them.  (Vol.  2d,  Ex.  Doc.  of  1834-'5, 
No.  45.) 

The  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  23d  June  last,  to  examine  the  affairs  of  the 
bank,  on  the  4th  November,  gave  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  bank  a  memorandum  of  points 
on  which  they  desired  information,  embracing,  among 
other  things,  the  only  matter  of  which  it  would  have  been 
proper  for  your  committee  to  seek  information  from  the  offi- 
cers of  the  bank.  The  same  evasive,  technical,  and  un- 
satifactory  course  was  adopted  by  these  officers  which  had 
heretofore  distinctly  characterized  them.  The  points  of 
that  memorandum  referred  to  are  these:  "What  de- 
nomination of  notes  composed  the  nett  circulation  of  the 
bank  at  that  timel"  (3d  March,  1836.)  "  Have  any  of 
the  notes  of  the  bank  been  reissued  since  the  3d  of  March, 
1836 ;  and  if  so,  to  what  amount  V*  To  these  poinU  the 
committee  on  ^e  part  of  the  bank  replied:  *<The  de- 
nomination of  the  notes  composing  the  nett  circulation  of 
the  bank  cannot  be  ascertained."  *  *  "The  Bank  of  the 
United  States  chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  has, 
it  is  understood,  done  as  other  banks  have  done,  paid  out 
the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  but  of  this  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  has  no  official  knowledge ;  nor 
has  it  any  concern  in  the  matter,  as  the  new  bank  is  bound 
to  redeem  all  the  notes  of  the  old  bank." 

With  this  continued  history  of  systematic  concealment, 
on  the  part  of  the  bank,  of  all  information  from  the  Gov- 
ernment and  its  officers,  agents,  and  committees  of  Con- 
gress before  them,  your  committee  have  deemed  it  vain  and 
useless  to  seek  for  any  satisfactory  information  on  the  sub- 
ject to  which  their  inquiry  would  necessarily  lead,  by  open- 
ing a  correspondence  with  the  officers  of  the  bank,  if  even 
they  should  ask  and  obtain  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers.  Your  committee  have  therefore  entered  upon  the 
consideration  of  that  branch  of  the  subject  relatiqg  to  the 
reissue  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  since 
the  expiration  of  its  charter  on  the  3d  of  March  last,  to 
which  their  attention  has  been  called  by  the  memorials, 
with  the  best  lights  before  them. 

Although  your  committee  cannot  speak  with  official  cer- 
tainty in  relation  to  the  fact  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  which  had  been  returned  to  the  bank  and 
redeemed  since  the  3d  of  March  last,  having  been  reissued, 
and  again  thrown  upon  the  community,  or  to  what  amount 
such  reissues  have  taken  place,  yet  it  is  believed  there  can 
exist  no  doubt  of  such  having  been  the  ca$«e,  to  the  extent 
of  almost  the  entire  issues  of  the  State  bank  of  the  same 
name  since  that  period,  and  that  no  new  issues  have  been 
made  excepting  a  single  emission  of  the  denomination  of 
ten  dollars.  The  whole  concurring  testimony  inevitably 
leads  to  thot  conclusion.  It  has  been  asserted  over  and 
over  again,  in  the  public  prints,  for  more  than  nine  months 
past ;  it  was  asserted  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  as  early  as  May  or  June  last,  on  the  authority  of 
letters  from  a*  respectable  source ;  gentlemen  of  the  first 
respectability  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  location  of 
the  bank,  have  spoken  of  it  as  a  matter  generally  known 
and  conceded ;  and  it  has  never,  as  the  committee  have 


seen,  been  denied.  It  is  also  stated,  by  the  comminionert 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  21st 
September  last,  to  investigate  the  claim  of  the  Government 
upon  the  bank,  ailer  their  investigation  as  far  as  permitted, 
in  their  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  the  26th  Janu- 
ary last.  (See  Doc.  No.  1 18,  Ho.  of  Reps.,  of  the  present 
session.)  They  say  at  page  6  of  that  document  *<the 
bank  was  not  in  fact  closed  when  its  charter  terminated ; 
no  winding  up  of  its  business  took  place  on  the  Sd  of 
March ;  its  accounts  were  carried  on  without  interruption, 
previously  and  subsequently  to  that  day ;  and  its  semi- 
annual settlement  on  the  1st  of  July,  1886,  embraced  the 
entire  transactions  from  the  Ist  of  January  preceding, 
without  reference  to  the  change  that  had  occurred  in  the 
mean  time ;"  and  they  speak  of  the  business  of  the  bank 
being  <<bfended  with  the  affairs  of  the  new  institotion," 
"  to  which  the  books  had  been  transferred,"  &c  At  page 
)4>  speaking  of  the  denomination  of  notes  comprising  the 
circuktion,  they  say:  <*The  fact  that  ^10,142,038  had 
been  redeemed  in  the  interval  which  elapsed  between 
the  termination  of  the  charter  and  the  12th  of  October 
afforded  us  no  guide  by  which  to  form  an  opinion ;  because 
the  9ank  of  the  United  States  chartered  by  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  charged  with  the  redemption  of  the 
circulation,  continued  during  thai  time  to  pay  out  the 
notes  origindUy  issued  by  the  Bank  of  the  Anted  States 
chartered  by  Congress."  From  this  testimony  yoar  com- 
mittee believe,  as  before  observed,  there  is  no  doubt  of  the 
existence  of  the  fsd  of  the  reissues  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  as  suggested  in  the  memorials;  but  it 
is  .claimed  as  a  matter  of  right  to  reissue  such  notes  since 
the  expiration  of  the  charter. 

Your  committee  distinctly  and  unhesitatingly  deny  the 
existence  of  any  such  right,  and  proceed  to  examine  the 
grounds  on  which  it  is  claimed. 

This  claim  of  right  is  sought  through  an  alleged  charter, 
obtained  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
by  an  act  passed  by  that  body  on  the  18th  Febraary,  1836, 
entitled  <*  An  act  to  repeal  the  State  tax  on  real  and  per- 
sonal properly,"  dtc.  The  second  section  of  that  act  pro- 
vides that  *<  the  present  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  excepting  the  United  States  and  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States,  and  such  other  persons  as  may 
become  stockholders,  agreeably  to  the  by-laws  made  for 
that  purpose,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the 
present  capital  of  the  said  bank,  their  successors  and  assigns, 
be,  and  are  hereby,  created  a  corporation  and  body  politic, 
by  the  name  and  style  of  <  the  president,  directors,  and 
company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,'  and  shall  so 
continue  until  the  third  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eix,"  Jcc.  The  stock  of 
the  United  States,  about  ^7,000,000,  was  thus  excluded, 
by  the  terms  of  this  State  act,  and  the  institution  authorised 
to  take  in,  by  ita  by-laws,  other  stockholders  instead  of  it, 
not  to  exceed  the  original  amount  of  capital,  $36,000,000. 
Shortly  after  this  alleged  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania passed,  an  election  was  held  by  the  individual  stock- 
holders, for  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  Congress ;  and  another  election,  by  the  same 
stockholders,  for  directors  of  the  same  institution,  as  alleged 
to  be  continued  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  On  the  2d 
day  of  March,  1836,  the  day  previous  to  the  expiration  of 
the  charter  granted  by  Congress,  the  directors  of  tliat  insti- 
tution, thus  elected  by  the  individual  stockholders — ^the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  although  owning  one 
fifth  of  the  stock,  having  no  participation  in  the  election — 
transferred  to  the  directors  of  the  new  or  continued  bank, 
a  majority  of  them  being  the  same  men,  all  the  funds  of  the 
institution,  of  every  description,  including,  of  course,  all 
its  notes,  bills,  property,  dtc.,  and  the  latter  directors,  for 
the  new  bank,  assumed  all  the  obligations  of  the  bank 
chartered  by  Congress;  in   other  words,  the  individual 
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directors  of  the  bank  chartered  by  Congress,  by  the  formal 
ceremony  of  a  resolation  of  one  board  of  directors  elected 
by  them,  transferred  to  themselves^  throngh  another  board, 
of  nearly  the  same  men,  elected  by  them,  adopting  another 
resolution  accepting  the  transfer,  all  the  fands,  shares, 
estate,  property,  &e.,  of  the  institution,  assuming,^  by  the 
latter  resolution,  all  the  obligations  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  chartered  by  Congress;  thus  virtually  be- 
coming its  trustee,  or  assignee,  yoluntarily  charged  with 
all  the  obligations  and  duties  incumbent  upon  the  expiring 
institution. 

The  funds  and  property  of  the  bank  chartered  by  Con- 
gress, including  its  notes,  its  Government  stock,  moneys, 
sfiects,  and  estate,  being  thus  transferred  to  the  alleged  new 
institution,  constituting  its  entire  stock  and  funds,  on  the 
accepted  condition  and  voluntary  assumption  of  discharging 
ail  the  obligations  and  performing  all  the  duties  of  the  ex- 
piring bank,  the  whole  matter  is  resolved  to  the  single 
point  of  inquiry :  What  are  the  obligations  and  duties  of 
the  bank  chartered  by  Congress,  under  its  act  of  incorpo- 
ration, ailer  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  the  day  on  which  it  ex- 
pired for  all  active  business  purposes,  as  clearly  provided  in 
the  7th  section  of  the  act  of  the  lOth  April,  1816  1  The 
7th  section  fixes  the  termination  of  its  active  existence 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1836  ;  the  2 1st  section  provides  that, 

*  <  notwithstanding  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  the 
said  corporation  is  created,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  use  the 
corporate  name,  style,  and  capacity,  for  th£ purpose  ofsuits^ 
far  the  final  settlement  and  liquidation  of  the  affairs  and 
accounts  of  the  corporation,  and  for  the  sale  and  disposition 
of  their  estate,  real,  personal,  and  mixed ;  but  not  for  any 
other  purpose^  or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever,  nor  for 
a  period  exceeding  two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the 
said  term  of  incorporation."  From  the  terms  of  this  sec- 
tion, taken  in  connexion  with  those  of  the  7th,  the  in- 
tention of  the  act  of  Congress  chartering  the  bank  is  too 
clearly  expressed  to  be  mistaken  by  any  body ;  that,  up  to 
the  3d  of  March,  1836,  it  was  enabled  to  perform  all  the 
functions  for  which  it  was  created — such  as  discounting 
notes  and  bills  of  exchange,  issuing  and  reissuing  its 
notes,  dec. ;  that  after  that  period  it  could  perform  no  act 
but  such,  and  such  alone,  as  should  be  necessary  to  the 
**  liquidation  of  Ifie  affairs  and  accounts  of  the  eorpo- 
ration,"  and  the  sale  and  disposition  of  its  property  ;  the 
winding  up  of  its  concerns — such  as  calling  in  its  bills  in  cir- 
culation, redeeming  and  cancelling  tbem,  collecting  its 
debts,  and  settling  with  its  creditors  and  stockholders.  The 
reissuing  of  its  notes  is  the  came  thing  as  the  original  is- 
suing, and  requires  the  exercise  of  precisely  the  same  func- 
tion—*the  performance  of  an  active  business  duty — either 

•  empbys  the  **name,  style,  and  capacity,**  for  another 
purpose,  and  in  another  manner,  than  that  for  the  .*' final 
settlement  and  liquidation  of  the  affairs,**  dtc,  and 
therefore  clearly  forbidden  by  the  terms  of  the  21st 
section  of  the  act.  It  is  also  indicated  that  this  busi- 
ness of  ^A«  liquidation  of  the  affairs  and  accounts  of 
the  eorporation^  shall  be  performed  within  the  limited 
period  of  two  years— «  period  supposed  to  be  sufficient  to  re- 
deem all  the  paper  in  circulation,  and  collect  all  the  debts 
due,  and  settle  with  all  creditors.  This  could  never  be  done 
if  the  redeemed  notes  of  the  bank  should  continue  to  be 
reissued  as  before  the  expiration  of  the  charter.  Indeed,  it 
is  contended  by  many,  that  those  who  happen  to  be  the 
holders  of  the  notes  of  that  bank,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
two  years,  (3d  March,  1838,)  could  not  recover  the  amount 
from  the  bank,  construing  the  limiUtion  of  *<  suits'*''  to  a^ 
ply  to  the  capacity  of  being  sued  as  well  as  suing.  Yeur 
committee  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  decide  that  ques- 
tion ;  but  the  position  is  not  without  plausibility,  inasmuch 
as  the  provision  in  the  2l8t  section  may  be  viewed  as 
giving  notice  to  the  community,  holding  the  notes,  to  re- 
turn them  within  that  period  {(Redemption,  or  suffer  the 


loss.  If  the  constructipn  be  correct,  it  imposes  the  obliga- 
tion so  much  the  more  strongly  upon  the  institution,  and 
indirectly  upon  Congress,  to  relieve  the  community  from  a 
description  of  circulation  which  may  become  dead  and 
valueless  in  their  hands.  If  it  be  a  duty  incumbent  upon 
the  bank  chartered  by  Congress  to  redeem  and  cancel  the 
notes  returned  since  the  expiration  of  the  charter  on  the  8d 
March  last,  it  is  equally  obligatory  upon  any  individual  or 
corporation.  State  or  national,  charged  with  the  perform- 
ance of  ite  duties,  to  do  the  same  thing.  The  position, 
therefore,  that  there  is  or  can  be  a  right  any  where  to  re- 
issue the  note-s  of  the  bank  chartered  by  Congress,  returned 
since  the  3d  of  March  last,  and  redeemed  with  the  funds  of 
that  institution,  either  by  its  own  officers  directly  or 
through  the  instrumentality  of  a  trustee  or  assignee,  your 
committee  cannot  but  regard  as  both  false  and  dishonest. 
That,  on  the  contrary,  such  reissues  are  a  cheat  upon  the 
community,  a  fraud  upon  the  Government,  and  in  direct 
contravention  of  the  plain  and  undoubted  intention  of  the 
act  of  Congress  granting  the  charter. 

To  illustrate  and  simplify  this,  let  us  suppose  a  similar 
case  of  individuals.     A*  and  B  enter  into  a  partnership  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  any  particular  business,  say 
merdiandising,  for  a  certain  period,  and  to  terminate  on  a 
given  day  prescribed  by  their  agreement.     A  vests  in  the 
concern  $7,000,  and  B  four  times  that  sum,  $28,000 ;  and 
B  assumes  the  management  and  control  of  the  entire  con- 
cern.   It  is  agreed  that,  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  stipula- 
ted, the  name  and  style  of  the  firm  shall  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  suits  for  the  final  settlement  and  liquidation  of 
the  affairs  and  accounts  of  the  pcoinership,  but  for  no 
other  purpose,  nor  in  any  other  manner.     B  appointe  as 
many  clerks  or  agente  as  are  necessary  to  conduct  the  af- 
fairs of  the  concern — ^they  issue  promissory  notes,  dec,  in 
the  name  of  the  firm   •*  A  and  B."     The  day  previous  to 
the  expiration  of  tlie  partnersliip,  one  of  the  clerks  appoint- 
ed by  B,  for  the  firmt  transfers  all  the  effects  and  funds  of 
the  firm  to  another  of  the  clerks,  for  the  use  of  B,  he  en- 
gaging to  dischargre  all  the  obligations  and  duties,  and  pay 
all  the  debte  due  by  the  firm  of  A  and  B,  and  particularly 
the  original  stock  due  to  A.     After  the  expiration  of  the 
partnership,  the  business  is  continued  by  B.     The  notes 
of  the  firm  are  presented,  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  part- 
nership, and  reissued  by  the  clerks  of  B,  under  his  direc- 
tion, thus  rendering  the  funds  of  the  partnership  again  liable 
for  their  payment ;  and  besides,  B  refuses  to  settle  or  pay 
over  to  A  the  amount  of  his  stock  invested.     Who  would 
have  the  hardihood  to  defend  this  as  an  honest  transaction, 
either  towards  the  other  partner  or  the  community,  upon 
whom  the  notes  of  the  firm  were  thus  thrown,  after  being 
redeemed  out  of  the  funds  of  the  partnership  1     The  indi- 
vidual who  would  attempt  such  a  transacdon  could  not  sus- 
tain  a  character  in  any  commercial  community  where  char- 
acter is  regarded.     If  it  did  not  constitute  a  forgery,  so  that 
he  might  be  indicted  for  that  crime,  yet  it  would  approach 
near  to  it,  and  probably  constitute  the  crime  of  **  cheating 
with  false  pretences. "     It  would,  at  all  ovente,  justly  stemp 
such  individual  with  infamy  in  any  correct  community,  as 
entirely  unworthy  of  alt  trust  or  confidence.     Is  the  same 
thmg  less  unjust  or  fraudulent  because  committed  by  a  cor- 
poration 1     The  right  to  reissue  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  returned  since  the  3d  March,  is  just  the 
right,  and  no  other,  that  any  one  has  for  the  commission 
of  a  glaring  and  palpable  fraud.     It  cannot  be  derived 
through  the  transfer  from  the  directors  of  the  old  bank, 
made  on  the  2d  March,  1 836,  to  the  directors  of  the  alleged 
new  bank,  representing  precisely  the  flame  stockholders,  as 
its  last  will  and  testament,  because  they  possessed  no  such 
right  to  transfer ;  but,  on  the  contraiy,  were  bound  by  the 
terms  of  the  charter  to  settle  and  wind  up  the  affairs  after 
the  3d  of  March,  or,  in  other  words,  were  forbidden  to  is- 
sue or  reissue  their  notes  after  that  period.     The  directors 
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of  the  old  bank,  not  having  any  right  to  issue  notes,  could 
transfer  no  right  to  their  assignee.  It  cannot  be  derived 
through  the  charter  granted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  because,  first,  the  act  of  Assembly  of  that 
State  does  not  profess  to  vest  any  power  in  the  bank  to  re- 
issue the  notes  of  the  old  bank ;  and  because,  secondly,  if 
it  did,  it  would,  so  far,  be  absolutely  null  and  void,  being 
in  express  contravention  of  the  act  of  Congress.  It  is  not 
the  purpose  or  within  the  duty  of  the  coihmittee  to  inquire 
into  the  manner  and  means  by  which  the  charter  was  ob- 
tained from  the  State,  or  into  its  provisions ;  but  it  may  not 
be  out  of  the  wpiy  here  to  remark  that,  so  far  from  the  Penn- 
sylvania act  authorizing  the  bank  to  reissue  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  chartered  by  Congress,  it  inter- 
dicts a  large  portion  of  such  reissues  as  have  taken  place 
since  the  3d  of  March  last.  The  6th  article  of  the  4th  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  provides : 
*' And  the  notes  and  bills  which  shall  be  issued  by  order  of 
said  corporation,  or  under  its  authority,  shall  be  binding 
upon  it,  and  those  made  payable  to  order  shall  bo  assigna- 
ble by  endorsement,  but  none  shall  be  issued  of  a  less  de- 
nomination  than  ten  dollars."  Now,  inasmuch  as  the 
notes  of  the  old  bank  constituted  nearly  the  entire  issues  of 
the  bank  professed  to  be  chartered  by  the  State,  and  a  large 
portion  of  those  issues  consisted  of  notes  of  a  less  denomi- 
nation than  ten  dollars,  such  issues  were  not  only  in  con- 
travention of  the  act  of  Congress,  but  in  direct  and  gross 
violation  of  the  very  act  of  the  State  Lcgrislature  through 
which  the  right  of  reissuing  those  notes  is  claimed  for  it. 
In  the  reply  of  the  committee  of  the  bank,  before  quoted, 
they  say :  *<The  Bank  of  the  United  States  chartered  by 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  has,  it  is  understood,  done  as 
other  banks  have  done— paid  out  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States ;"  placing  that  bank  on  the  same  footing 
with  others  receiving  the  notes  of  the  old  bank  in  the  course 
of  their  own  regular,  business.  The  error  committed  hero 
is  too  glaring  and  manifest  to  be  attributed  U>  mere  miscon* 
cepiion  or  misapprehension  of  the  relation  in  which  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  chartered  by  the  State,  stands 
both  with  regard  to  the  old  bank  and  the  Government. 
That  a  bank  or  an  individual,  receiving  the  notes  of  the 
bank  whidi  had  expired  on  the  3d  of  March,  in  the  ordi- 
.  nary  course  of  their  own  business,  might  pay  them  out 
again  in  tlie  same  way,  no  one  would  pretend  to  deny  ; 
but  what  cbild  does  not  at  once  perceive  the  different  po- 
sition occupied  by  that  institution,  and  that  occupied  by  all 
other  institutions  and  individuals,  both  with  tegard  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  chartered  by  Congress,  in  this  particular  1  If 
they  receive  such  notes,  they  receive  them  as  their  own, 
and  on  their  own  account ;  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  receiving  the  Gov- 
ernment stock  and  moneys  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
and  all  the  funds  of  the  bank  chartered  by  Congress,  is 
placed  in  possession  of  its  notes,  under  a  special  trust  to 
discharge  all  the  obligations  of  the  old  bank,  one  of  which 
is  to  wind  up  is  affairs,  or,  in  other  words,  not  to  reissue 
its  notes  /  and  it  cannot  reissue  them  but  in  violation  of 
that  trust. 

The  committee  having,  as  they  believe,  satisfactorily 
shown  that  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  Congress,  returned  and  redeemed  from  the 
funds  of  that  institution  since  the  expiration  of  its  charter, 
have  been,  since  reissued  and  put  again  into  circulation, 
and  that  such  reissuing  is  without  right,  fully  sustaining 
the  views  of  the  memorialists,  it  remains  to  inquire  into  the 
mischief,  and  the  power  of  Congress  to  provide  a  remedy, 
and  what  remedy  is  most  proper  and  appropriate. 

One  of  the  mischiefs  arising  from  this  reissuing  of  notes, 
once  redeemed  from  the  source  upon  the  responsibility  of  ; 
which  they  were  originally  issued,  is  the  deception  practised  j 
upon  an  unwary  community.     It  is  true  they  are  not  strict-  j 


ly  counterfeit  notes,  being  genuine  in  point  of  form,  signed 
by  the  persons  whose  signatures  they  bear,  and  originally 
what  they  purport  on  their  face,  but  spurioas  in  subciaoce, 
having  been  once  redeemed  from  the  basis  originally  liable 
for  their  redemption,  and  that  basis  removed  and  transfer- 
red to  another  corporation,  created  by  State  legislation, 
which  may  or  may  not  redeem  them,  at  the  pleasure  of 
its  officers,  or  as  their  interests  may  determine ;  and  after 
the  3d  of  March,  1838,  beyond  which  tfaey  will  of  course 
continue  to  circulate,  if  continued  to  be  reissued,  atiU  ren- 
dered more  doubtful  of  payment  by  the  additional  legal  ob- 
stacle interposed  to  their  recovery,  should  paymont  be  re- 
fused. It  may  be  said,  howler,  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
which  the  funds  and  property  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  have  been  entirely  transferred,  has  undertaken  to 
pay  all  debts  due  from  it,  and  to  discharge  all  its  oUi- 
gations.  But  to  whom  is  that  undertaking  made  1  Not 
to  the  holders  of  the  notes.  There  is  no  priviQr  between 
them  and  the  new  corporation ;  and,  on  the  presentation  of 
such  notes  to  its  officers,  they  might  reply,  without  a  great- 
er violation  of  obligation  than  they  have  often  before  com- 
mitted :  **  It  is  true  we  had  undertaken  to  diachaige  the 
debts  of  the  bank  chartered  by  Congress,  but  that  was  only 
an  arrangement  for  our  dwn  convenience  among  oorselves, 
and  we  have  already  redeemed  more  of  its  notes  than  the 
amount  of  funds  received  from  that  source,  and  we  cannot 
redeem  any  more '"  and,  in  the  complicated  state  of  its 
affairs,  it  would  be  hopeless  for  any  one  to  show  to  the  con- 
trary ;  and  if  he  could,  the  cost  might  overrun  the  recov- 
ery, to  say  nothing  of  the  delay  and  disappointment.  A 
new  and  a  different  responsibility  from  that  expressed  oi 
the  face  of  the  notes  is  substituted,  without  the  holder^ 
consent,  and  not  necessarily  within  his  knowledge,  which 
may  or  may  not  turn  out  insolvent,  which  is  unjust  to  the 
country. 

The  example  is  calculated  to  have  a  pernicious  efieot 
upon  the  commercial  community.     If  a  trick  of  this  kind, 
practised  by  the  officers  of  the  bank,  should  pass  unnoticed  ^ 
and  unpunished,  others,  even  less  honest,  may  be  tempted  ' 
to  even  greater  outrages  upon  commercial  fairness  and  in- 
tegrity, until  all  commercial  confidence  be  destroyed. 

The  stock  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  m 
the  bank,  estimated  by  a  committee  of  the  individual  stock- 
I  holders  themselves  at  $7,583,698  59,  and  by  (be  oommis- 
I  sioners  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at 
j  $8, 1 1 0, 2 1 5  09— the  money  of  the  people  of  this  country— 
!  is  withheld  from  them,  and  placed,  without  their  consent, 
at  the  disposal  of  a  few  bank  directors,  in  whose  selection 
they  have  no  participation— to  be  wasted  or  speculatBd  up- 
on, at  the  pleasure  of  bank  officers,  of  whom  the  people 
know  nothing.  The  people's  m<mey  is  thus  aicttd  upon 
and  detained  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  notes  over  and 
over  again,  reissued  in  violation  of  law  and  obligations  vol- 
untarily assumed.  Had  this  sum  been  paid  over  to  the 
United  States,  or  even  half  of  it,  a  large  increase  wouU 
have  been  made  to  the  amount  deposited  with  the  difierent 
States,  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  country,  under 
the  deposite  act  of  June  last.  Without  expressing  any 
opinion  here  of  the  policy  of  that  act,  your  committee  deem 
it  their  duty  to  assert  the  right  of  the  Government,  under 
the  control  of  the  people,  to  tlie  possession  of  what  is  due 
to  it,  to  make  such  disposition  of  it  as  the  people  may  di- 
rect, without  the  hinderance  or  obstruction  of  any  board  of 
bank  directors.  It  may  be  said  that  the  Government  have 
a  security,  in  the  obligation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  its  shares  in  the  «tock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  chartered  by  Congress.  Your  committee  reply,  that 
this  undertaking  is  not  given  directly  to  the  Government ; 
and  if  it  were,  there  is  a  difference  between  obligation  and 
payment ;  and  in  the  instance  under  coDsiderBtion,  that 
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dilTerence  may  be  very  important.  It  appears  by  the  re- 
port of  the  commissioDers  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  already  referred  to,  that  on  the  3d  of  March 
last  the  bank  stood  as  follows:  Notes  in  circulation, 
$12,109,352  23;  specie,  $5,595,077  25:  and  by  the 
return  made  to  the  Auditor  General  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, by  the  bank  chartered  by  that  State,  in  November 
following,  it  stood  thus :  notes  in  circulation,  $9, 7  33, 032  28 ; 
specie,  $3,275,292  36 :  being  reduced  nearly  one  half  in 
specie  and  more  in  circulation,  although  it  had  in  the  mean 
time  contracted  a  loan  in  Europe  of  $6,788,194  44,  and 
itH  Ibbilities  equal  to  its  entire  resQuroes.  Since  that  time 
it  has  still  further  dwindled  down  in  specie  and  in  business ; 
and  should  the  redeemed  notes  of  the  expired  corporation 
continue  to  be  reissued,  as  they  have  been,  in  a  few  months 
the  whole  resources  out  of  whioh  the  claim  of  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  have  been  paid  must  be  abstracted,  and  an 
entirely  different  responsibility  substituted,  and  one  of  a 
very  doubtful  charaater. 

In  proposing  remedies  against  the  mischiefs  here  advert- 
ed to,  we  are  met  with  the  objection  that  the  reissues  have 
been  made  by  the  bank  chartmd  by  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, which,  being  a  State  institution,  is  beyond  any  con- 
trol or  legislative  action  by  Congress.  Your  committee 
concede,  to  the  full  extent,  that  Congress  possesses  no  pow- 
er to  legislate  directly  over  institutions  purely  of  a  State 
character,  and  unconnected  with  the  Grovemment  of  the 
United  States.  The  answer,  however,  is,  that  a  remedy 
may  be  provided  without  interfering  with  the  relations  be- 
tween the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  the  State 
institutions,  further  than  has  been  done  heretofore  without 
objections.  Congress  has  heretofore  directed  the  descrip- 
tion of  circulation  which  should  be  received  in  payment  of 
public  dues,  regulated  the  deposite  of  the  public  money  in 
State  banks,  and  passed  other  acts  which,  in  their  opera- 
tion, affected  indirectly  more  or  less  the  institutions  incor- 
porated by  the  States.  But  again,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  as  already 
seen,  has  connected  itself  with  this  Government  more  in- 
timately than  any  other  institution  of  the  kind,  having, 
without  the  request  or  consent  of  the  Government,  taken 
possession  of  more  than  $8,000,000  belonging  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  and  added  it  to  its  own  stock,  and 
voluntarily  assumed  the  payment  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  but  has  refused  to  pay  it  or  to  settle  the 
amount,  and  continues  to  reissue  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  in  which  the  Government  was  a  stock- 
holder, and  for  the  redemption  of  which  notes  the  money  of 
the  Government  in  its  hands  is  liable.  Its  relation  to  the 
Government,  therefore,  is  peculiar,  and  of  its  own  seeking; 
being  a  voluntary  and  unsought  depository  of  the  public  * 
money,  and  placed  in  possession  of  the  funds  in  which  the 
Government  have  an  interest,  and  thus  by  its  own  act 
brought  within  the  legitimate  control  of  Congress. 

Your  committee  believe  it  to  be  not  only  the  right  but 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  protect  the  community  from  the 
deception  of  a  circulation  spurious  in  its  character,  bearing 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  being  the  same,  in 
effect,  as  counterfeit  paper.  By  directing  that  such  circu- 
lation shall  not  enter  into  the  collection  of  the  public  reve- 
nues, it  is  believed  a  large  portion  of  it  will  be  thrown  out 
of  the  circulation  of  the  country,  and  its  true  character 
made  generally  known.  By  this  means,  the  intention  of 
the  act  of  Congress,  that  all  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  should  be  called  in  and  redeemed  within  the 
two  years  after  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  may  be  at  least 
in  part  carried  into  effect. 

With  this  view,  they  propose  a  joint  resolution  for  the 
adoption  of  the  House,  excluding  such  notes  from  circula- 
tion, so  far  as  regards  the  collection  of  the  public  revenues. 
Your  committee  are  also  fully  satisfied  of  the  power  of 
Congress  to  render  penal  any  future  act  violating  the  pro-  I 
Vol.  Xm.— T 


visions  of  an  act  of  Congress,  and  having  a  mischievous 
tendency  upon  the  currency  of  the  country,  calculated  to 
destroy  or  lessen  the  funds  of  the  Government,  or  weaken 
the  securities  for  the  collection  of  the  public  revenues,  or  to 
deceive  and  impose  upon  the  people  of  the  United  States ; 
and,  under  this  view  of  the  matter,  beg  leave  to  report  a 
bill  providing  for  the  punishment  of  the  reissuing  the  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  once  redeemed,  by  those 
in  whose  possession  they  are  after  redemption,  and  who 
are  charged,  by  their  own  assumption,  with  their  payment. 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales. 
Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That 
until  the  notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  which 
may  have  been  returned  since  the  third  day  of  March  last, 
and  redeemed  out  of  the  funds  of  the  said  bank,  shall  have 
ceased  to  be  reissued  by  its  officers,  directors,  trustee  or 
trustees,  and  until  the  amount  due  to  the  Government  from 
said  bank  shall  be  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  the  notes  of  said 
bank,  and  the  notes  of  any  bank  to  which  its  funds  and 
estate  may  have  been. transferred  in  trust  for  the  payment 
of  its  debts  and  the  discharge  of  its  duties  and  obligations, 
shall  not  be  received  in  payment  of  any  debts  due  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  or  taken  in  exchange  or 
on  deposite  in  any  of  the  banks  selected  as  depositories  of 
the  public  money ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
hereby  directed  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  deem 
necessary  to  carry  this  provision  into  effect 

A  bill  providing  for  the  panishment  of  reissuing  the  notes  of  the  lata 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Unitea  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, That  if  any  officer  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
shall  reissue,  or  cause  or  permit  to  be  reissued,  any  note  or 
notes  of  the  said  bank  which  had  been  redeemed  at  the 
said  bank,  or  the  trustee  or  assignee  of  said  bank,  out  of 
the  funds  belonging  thereto,  since  the  third  of  March  last, 
it  shfdl  be  deemed  a  misdemeanor;  and,  on  conviction 
thereof  in  any  district  or  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
the  offender  shall  pay  a  fine  of  one  thousand  dollars ;  the 
one  half  thereof  to  the  use  of  any  person  who  shall  prose- 
cute the  same,  and  the  other  half  to  be  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States. 


BANKING   COMPANIES. 


Housft  OP  Rbprxsehtativss,  March  3,  1837. 
Mr.  Galbraith,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  the 
subject  had  been  referred,  made  the  following  report  .- 
The  select  committee  to  which  were  referred  certain  me- 
morials suggesting  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  in  relation  to  banking  companies,  and  against 
the  reissuing  of  the  notes  of  the  United  States  Bank,  beg 
leave  to  make  their  final  report : 

At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  there  were  but  three  banks  in  all  the  States, 
with  a  capital,  in  all,  of  $4,650,000 :  the  Bank  of  North 
America,  in  Philadelphia,  with  a  capital  of  $2,000,000, 
first  chartered  by  the  old  Congress  in  1781,  and  afterwards 
by  the  Legislatures  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York ;  the 
Massachusetts  Bank,  at  Boston,  chartered  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts  in  1784,  with  a  capital  of  $1,600,000 ; 
and  the  Bank  of  New  York,  chartered  the  same  year,  with 
a  capital  of  $950,000.  This  constituted  the  whole  bank- 
ing capital  of  the  United  States  at  that  time.  The  framers 
of  the  constitution,  therefore,  had  but  little  knowledge  of  a 
banking  system,  such  as  it  now  is  in  this  country.  It 
could  scarcely  be  expected  that  they  could  have  anticipated 
that,  within  half  a  century,  there  could  be  eight  hundred 
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and  twenty-three  banks,  with  a  capital  of  $378,421,168. 
Such  an  anticipation  would  have  required  a  revival  of  the 
spirit  of  prophecy.  They  had  experienced  the  fatal  effects 
of  the  provincial  paper  money,  and  the  no  less  pernicious 
results  of  the  continental  paper,  and  provided,  as  they  sup- 
posed, in  the  constitution,  against  both :  against  the  for- 
mer, by  providing  in  the  1 0th  section  of  the  Ist  article  that 
**no  State  shall  emit  hills  of  credit,  make  any  thing  but 
gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts;''  against 
the  latter,  by  nowhere  giving  to  Congress  the  power  of 
creating  a  paper  circulation.  It  is  matter  of  history,  that 
the  old  Congress  of  1776  had  emitted  continental  paper  to 
carry  on  the  war,  by  a  majority  of  its  members,  until  the 
adoption  of  the  articles  of  confederation  in  1778,  in  which 
it  was  provided,  among  other  things,  that  Congress  should 
not  <<emit  bills,  nor  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States,  &c.,  unless  nine  States  should  assent  to  the 
same."  It  is  very  probable  that  the  small  amount  of  bank 
issues  at  that  time  attracted  very  little  attention,  particu- 
larly as  specie  was  very  abundant  for  some  time  after  the 
revolutionary  struggle :  the  French  and  English  armies  at 
New  York  and  other  places,  the  foreign  loans,  and  the 
Havana  trade,  having  introduced  great  quantities  of  the 
precious  metals  into  this  country.  With  the  provisions, 
therefore,  that  <'no  State  should  emit  bills  of  credit,  make 
any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of 
debts;*'  and  that  Congress  should  have  the  power  «to 
coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof  and  of  foreign  coin, 
and  6x  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures;'*  and  the 
silent  negation  of  power  to  Congress  to  emit  bills  of  credit, 
)he  framers  of  the  constitution,  no  doubt,  supposed  they 
,  had  thrown  an  ample  guard  around  the  currency  of  the 
country,  and  secured  the  poor  and  industrious  from  the 
pestilential  effects  of  a  paper-money  system,  and  the  curses 
of  the  speculations  and  frauds  which  follow  it.  Such  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  sentiment  of  political  writers  of  that 
day.  We  shall  content  ourselves  here  with  one  quotation 
from  Mr.  Madison,  than  whom  no  one  was  better  qualified 
to  expound  the  intention  of  that  invaluable  instrument.  In 
the  forty- fourth  number  of  the  Federalist,  speaking  of  the 
clause  of  the  constitution  providing  that  "  no  State  shall 
emit  bills  of  credit,"  6sc.,  he  says : 

"  The  extension  of  the  proposition  to  bills  of  credit  must 
give  pleasure  to  every  citizen,  in  proportion  to  his  love  of 
justice,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  true  springs  of  public 
prosperity.  The  loss  which  America  has  sustained  since 
the  peace,  from  the  pestilential  effects  of  paper  money  on 
the  necessary  confidence  between  man  and  man ;  on  the 
necessary  confidence  in  the  public  councils ;  on  the  indus- 
try and  morals  of  the  people ;  and  on  the  character  of  re- 
publican government,  constitutes  an  enormous  debt  against 
the  States  chargeable  with  this  unadvised  measure,  which 
must  long  remain  unsatisfied ;  or,  rather,  an  accumulation 
of  guilt  which  can  be  expiated  no  otherwise  than  by  a  vol- 
untary sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  justice  of  the  power  which 
has  been  the  instrument  of  it  In  addition  to  these  per- 
suasive considerations,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  same  rea- 
sons which  show  the  necessity  of  denying  to  the  States  the 
power  of  regulating  coin^  prove  with  equal  force  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  at  liberty  to  substitute  a  paper  medium  in 
the  place  of  coin.  Had  every  State  a  right  to  regulate  the 
value  of  its  coin,  there  might  be  as  many  different  curren- 
cies as  States,  and  thus  the  intercourse  between  them  would 
be  impeded  ;  retrospective  alterations  in  its  value  might  be 
made,  and  tbus  the  citizens  of  other  States  be  injured,  and 
animosities  be  kindled  among  the  States  themselves.  I'he 
subjects  of  foreign  Powers  might  suffer  from  the  same 
course,  and  hence  the  Union  be  discredited  and  embroiled 
by  the  indiscretion  of  a  single  member.  No  one  of  these 
mischiefs  is  less  incident  to  a  power  in  the  States  to  emit 
paper  money  than  to  coin  gold  and  silver.  The  power  to 
make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a  telfider  in  payment  of 


debts,  is  withdrawn  from  the  States  on  the  same  principles 
with  that  oi  issuing  a  paper  currency.** 

But  whatever  may  have  been  the  intention  of  our  politi- 
cal patriarchs  in  framing  the  constitution^  or  their  deep-felt 
regrets  in  seeing  what  they  supposed  its  spirit  departed 
from,  in  the  muUipUcation  of  banks,  and  the  unexpected 
deluge  of  nominal  paper  money ;  a  paper  system  has  be- 
come too  firmly  settied  in  almost  all  the  States  of  the  Union 
to  have  the  most  remote  prospect  of  relief  from  it,  but  in  a 
radical  change  of  the  fundamental  instrument  of  compact 
by  which  the  States  are  bound  together.  However  ardent 
they  may  have  been  in«  their  efforts  to  fix  the  impression 
upon  their  posterity,  and  those  who  came  to  administer  the 
Government  afler  them,  that  the  precious  metals  should 
constitute  the  only  constitutional  currency  of  this  highly 
favored  country,  which  should  preserve  the  sound  princi- 
ples of  equality  to  all  its  citizens,  by  establishing  a  "hard- 
money  Government;"  yet,  through  a  variety  of  brilliant 
schemes  and  projects,  apparently  for  the  promotion  of  fa- 
vorite objects  of  improvement,  and  the  untiring  activity  of 
those  who  found  it  easier  to  live  upon  the  industiy  of  othera 
than  to  labor  themselves,  we  have  found  a  paper  system 
grown  by  progressive  steps  to  its  present  enormoA  and 
appalling  extent  of  nearly  ^00,000,000  of  banking  capi- 
tal authorized  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States.  Id 
the  various  stages  of  its  progressive  increase,  we  have  oc- 
casionally heard  the  voice  of  some  disinterested  and  patri- 
otic statesman,  in  the  simple  eloquence  of  political  truth, 
exclaim  against  it  as  an  encroachment  upon  the  equal 
rights  of  man ;  as  rapidly  building  up  a  muriiroom  aristoc- 
racy in  the  country,  of  a  most  dangerous  and  destmctive 
character,  and  bearing  down  the  most  dear  and  sacred  prin- 
ciples of  our  republican  fabric ;  but  it  has  as  often  been 
hushed  and  stifled  by  the  more  noisy  and  zealous  clamors 
of  interested  projectors  and  speculators,  who  could  see  their 
own  immediate  and  pecuniary  interests  involved,  and  like- 
ly to  be  swept  away  by  the  destruction  of  their  darling 
monopolies.  The  paper  system,  through  the  instrument- 
ality of  soulless  and  irresponsible  coTporationa,  notwith- 
standing repeated  fluctuations,  panics,  bankruptcies,  and 
ruin,  clearly  traceable  to  it  as  the  prime  cause,  has  stiH 
grown  up  and  extended,  until  we  find  it  what  it  now  is. 
What  the  States  were  bound,  or  ratiier  what  they  had  sol- 
emnly agreed,  not  to  do  directly,  has  been  done  iiidirectiy, 
by  the  surrender  of  a  high  sovereign  power  to  jncorporated 
companies,  by  vesting  them  with  exclusive  privileges  of 
banking. 

'i*he  system  of  banking  by  companies  incorporated  by  the 
State  Legislatures,  as  they  now  exist  in  this  country,  blend- 
ed as  it  has  become,  and  interwoven  with  all  the  business 
'and  transactions  of  society,  and  reaching  the  persona)  in- 
terests of  every  individual  in  community,  from  the  humble 
day-laborer  to  the  most  extensive  wholesale  merchant,  is 
extremely  complicated  and  difficult  to  understand  in  all  its 
various  ramifications.  Its  intricacy  and  complexity  is  such 
as  to  call  in  requisition  the  closest  scrutiny  and  investiga- 
tion of  the  skilful  political  economi&t ;  and  its  general  and 
universal  operation  upon  all  branches  of  industry  demands 
from  every  citizen  who  regards  his  own  interests,  the  equal- 
ity of  rights,  and  the  spirit  of  our  republican  institutions,  or 
the  liberties  of  this  country,  his  undivided  attention  and 
coolest  and  most  serious  reflection. 

Your  committee  do  not  profess  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  all  the  minute  intricacies  of  the  banking  system,  or 
the  complicated  machinery  of  corporate  privileges,  or  the 
usurpations,  assumption,  and  arrogance,  the  corruptions 
and  oppressions  of  incorporated  companies.  They  pro- 
pose,  however,  with  what  lights  they  possess,  and  with  as 
much  reflection  as  they  have  been  able  to  liestow  upon  it, 
consistent  with  their  other  duties,  entering  briefly  into  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  submitted  to  them  in  the  me- 
morials, under  the  following  heads  of  inquiry : 
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First.  What  is  money ^  its  use,  and  essenticU  proper- 
ties? 

Second.  What  is  the  banking  system  as  U  now  exists 
in  the  several  Slates  of  this  Union?  What  its  nature,  his- 
tory, and  effects  upon  the  various  transactions  of  society  ? 

Third.  What  remedy  may  be  provided  against  its  evil 
consequences  ? 

As  preliminafy  to  and.  closely  connected  with  the  subject 
more  immediately  submitted  in  the  memorials^  we  take  up 
the  fi»t  inquiry  proposed,  viz : 

What  is  money,  its  use,  and  essential  properties  ? 

Money  is  the  standard  of  value  established  by  law ;  the 
sign  or  medium  of  price  by  which  labor  and  products  are 
estimated,  products  and  commodities  exchanged,  and  con- 
tracts fulfilled.  It  is  an  essential  part  of  the  machinery  of 
civilized  society  ;  without  which,  commodities  in  their  com- 
plicated varieties  could  not  be  compared  with  each  other 
as  to  value.  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  in  his  Wealth  of  Nations, 
vol.  1,  book  1,  page  44,  says:  «In  all  civilized  nations, 
money  has  become  the  universal  instrument  of  commerce ; 
by  the  intervention  of  which,  goods  of  all  kinds  are  bought 
and  sold,  or  exchanged  for  one  another. ''  Hume,  in  his 
Essays  on  Money,  vol.  1,  page  299,  (Edinburgh  edition,) 
says  :  **  Money  is  not,  properly  speaking,  one  of  the  sub- 
jects of  commerce,  but  only  die  instrument  which  men 
Jiave  agreed  upon  to  facilitate  the  exchange  of  one  com- 
modity for  another.  It  is  not  oile  of  the  wheels  of  trade : 
it  is  the  oil  which  renders  the  motion  of  the  wheels  more 
smooth  and  easy." 

It  would  be  a  tedious  labor,  and  answer  no  valuable  prac- 
tical purpose,  to  inquire  into  the  origin  of  money,  or  what 
led  mankind  first  to  adopt  a  common  instrument  of  value ; 
and  perhaps  the  result  of  such  an  investigation  would  be 
extremeW  uncertain.  We  may  imagine  a  state  of  barba- 
rism, a^  probably  might  trace  it,  when  the  transactions 
$^;^  of  men  were  so  rude  and  simple  as  to  be  purely  subjects  of 
first  occupancy  and  barter.  Such  an  inquiry  might  be  in- 
teresting to  ihe  curious,  and  arrest  the  attention  of  the 
philosophic  antiquarian,  but  could  serve  little  purpose  to 
the  practical  statesman  of  the  present  age  in  our  country. 
That  different  commodities  have  been  employed  by  dif- 
ferent nations,  as  media  of  exchange,  at  difierent  periods, 
we  have  from  authentic  history.  Oxen  were  used  among 
the  Greeks ;  bulls  in  India ;  salt  in  Abyssinia  ;  tobacco  in 
Virginia ;  sugar  in  some  of  the  West  India  islands ;  iron  in 
Sparta ;  and  copper  among  the  Romans.  Com,  leather, 
and  cocoa,  have  each,  in  their  turn,  served  as  the  selected 
commodity  to  determine  the  value  of  all  others.  Silver  and 
gold  have  been  adopted  by  most  civilized  commercial 
nations  as  the  most  convenient  commodities  to  serve  as 
money,  or  the  measure  of  value.  They  were  first  used  in 
bars  or  bullion,  and  required  weighing  or  assaying,  which 
interposed  an  inconvenience.  To  avoid  this,  and  to  ac^ 
commodate  it  to  the  exchanges,  in  process  of  improve- 
ment, civilized  Governments  directed  the  coinage  of  the 
precious  metals  by  dividing  them  into  convenient  fraction- 
al parts  or  quantities,  and  stamping  it  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  denote  the  quantity  or  denomination  of  such  parts. 
Until  public  authority,  by  its  stamp,  confers  upon  the  pre- 
cious metals  the  character  of  coin,  it  is  not  legal  money, 
however  valuable  they  may  be  intrinsically  as  an  article  of 
merchandise.  Nor  can  public  authority  add  to  or  dimin- 
ish their  value ;  it  only  fits  them  better  as  a  medium  of  ex- 
change. As  Mr.  Ganible  says,  *'the  monetary  law  is 
simply  declaratory  of  the  fact,"  (the  value.)  Silver  has 
been  more  generidly  adopted  as  money  than  gold,  owing  to 
the  too  great  scarcity  of  the  latter  metaJ  to  serve  the  purpose. 
Gold  was  not  used  but  as  an  article  of  merchandise  in  Eng- 
land, until  1 728.  The  United  States  have  adopted  both  as 
standards  of  value. 

The  reasons  why  improved  and  civilized  Governments 
have  adopted  gold  and  silver  as  the  preferred  commodities, 


to  measure  the  value  of  all  others,  are  very  obvious.  They 
are  more  appropriate  and  suitable  than  any  other  articles. 
They  are  easily  divisible  into  small  fractions,  and  as  easily 
united  without  loss.  Their  quantity  is  the  least  susceptible 
of  increase  or  diminution,  and,  therefore,  the  least  liable  to 
fluctuation — a  most  important  property  for  money,  as  we 
shall  explain  more  fully  hereafter.  They  are  of  the  same 
quality  in  all  countries  and  under  all  circumstances,  which 
is  not  the  case  with  any  other  metals.  Iron,  for  example, 
is  of  very  different  quality,  even  in  the  same  neighborhood ; 
and  copper  is  much  finer  and  heavier  in  some  countries 
than  in  others.  They  are  both  fusible  and  malleable,  so 
as  to  be  capable  of  being  united  with  sufficient  convenience, 
and  receive  the  stamp  or  certificate  of  the  Government  de- 
signating the  weight  and  purity  of  the  particular  piece ; 
and,  at  Sie  same  time,  sufinciently  hard  to  prevent  the  ob- 
literation of  the  sign  that  is  stamped  upon  them,  though 
freely  circulated. 

The  material  of  which  money  is  formed  must  possess 
intrinsic  value.  The  stamp,  or  certificate  that  such  a 
piece  contains  a  certain  quantity  of  that  material,  of  such  a 
quality,  so  that  the  people  may  confide  in  it  without  the 
inconvenience  of  weighing  or  assaying  it,  is  the  attribute 
of  sovereignty  alone.  It  is  most  appropriately  so  when 
the  Government  is  republican,  framed  and  controlled  by 
the  people  themselves,  and  those  who  administer  it  are 
immediately  responsible  to  them.  The  power  to  impress 
this  stamp,  or  certificate  of  quantity  or  quality  of  the  ma- 
terial, designating  its  value,  can  never  be  lodged  safely  any 
where,  so  as  to  secure  the  confidence  of  the  people  as  an 
instrument  of  value,  but  in  the  Government ;  and  least  of 
all  can  it  be  safely  intrusted  to  corporations  not  created 
by,  nor  under  the  control  of,  the  peoplei  and  whose  offi- 
cers are  placed  under  no  responsibility  to  the  people,  either 
moral,  political,  or  pecuniary.  Although  it  is  necessary 
Uiat  Government  should  stamp  some  device  upon  the  metaC 
in  order  to  designate  the  quantity  and  purity  of  the  coin, 
and  thus  fit  it  as  an  instrument  of  exchange,  no  absolute 
value  is  thus  imparted  to  it.  That  it  possessed  before,  else 
it  could  not  serve  as  a  measure  of  value.  Mr.  Raymond,  in 
his  Elements  of  Political  Economy,  volume  1,  page  234,  adds 
his  own  opinion  in  support  of  Mr.  Reed,  whom  he  quotes, 
thus :  *•  Money  has  two  distinct  functions  to  perform;  the 
one  is  that  of  a  measure  of  value,  the  other  an  instrument 
.of  exchange.  Those  different  functions,  though  intimately 
and  inseparably  connected  and  blended  together  in  practice, 
are  perfectly  separate  and  distinct  in  their  own  nature ;  and 
the  qualities  likewise  requisite  in  the  material  substance  of 
which  money  is  composed,  necessary  to  fit  it  for  the  proper 
performance  of  each  of  those  functions,  are  distinct  and 
different. 

<<  To  be  capable  of  performing  the  function  of  a  measure 
of  value,  money  must  have  value  in  itself,  and  inseparable 
from  it,  to  the  full  amount  of  that  for  which  it  passes  cur- 
rent. To  be  adequate  to  ofiidate  as  an  instrument  of  ex- 
change, it  is  sufficient  that  it  be  the  representative  of  that 
which  has  value.  For  the  former  purpose,  gold  or  silver, 
or  some  substance  possessing  similar  qualities,  is  indispen- 
sable. For  the  latter,  paper,  or  any  article  conveniently 
portable,  on  which  can  be  marked  an  engagement  or  obli- 
gation, rendering  it  the  representative  of  that  which  has 
value,  may  be  sufficient.  But  paper  never  measures  value. 
It  acts  merely  as  an  instrument  of  exchange.  It  is  merely 
the  representative  of  that  which  measures.  Its  own  value 
must  be  measured  and  defined.  It  depends  for  the  defini- 
tion, or  measure  of  its  own  value,  totally  on  that  of  which 
it  is  no  more  than  the  representative  or  sign.  Nor  can  it 
be  dependent  upon,  when  separated  and  disconnected  from 
that  which  it  represents,  to  continue  the  same  for  the  short- 
eat  period. 

"It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to  have  a  money  of  quite  a 
dififeront  description  from  paper,  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  a 
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measure  of  value,  and  to  fix,  determine,  and  define,  the 
value  of  paper,  and  every  other  money  ivhich  circulates  at  a 
greater  value  than  it  is  intrinsically  worth. 

*<  A  measure  having  neither  length,  nor  breadth,  nor 
thickness,  could  not  measure  those  qualities  of  matter.  A 
measure  having  no  weight  could  never  measure  the  weight 
of  bodies ;  neither  can  a  measure  having  no  value  measure 
their  value.  Money,  as  a  measure,  is  not  different  from 
measures  of  other  kinds.  A  measure  of  length  must  have 
length ;  a  measure  of  weight  must  have  weight ;  and  a 
measure  of  value  must  have  value. 

<*  If  it  be  necessary  to  define  and  fix  precisely  the  meas- 
ure of  length — as  an  inch,  a  foot,  a  yard ;  and  the  measure 
of  weight,  as  a  grain,  a  pennyweight,  an  ounce,  a  pound — 
60  it  is  equally  necessary  to  define  and  fix  precisely  the 
measure  of  value,  as  a  shilling,  a  guinea,  a  pound  sterling." 
Mr.  Raymond,  at  page  236  of  the  same  book,  proceeds: 
*'  The  value  of  a  piece  of  coin  depends  on  the  quantity  of 
metal  it  contains,  and  not  on  the  device  with  which  it  is 
stamped.*'  Mr.  Gouge,  in  his  excellent  treatise  on  the 
rrindvUd  of  the  American  Banking  System,  at  page  9, 
holds  tne  same  sentiment :  **  The  precious  metals  do  not 
differ  essentially  from  other  items  of  wealth.  This  is  dis- 
tinctly seen  when  they  are  in  the  form  of  bullion.  Con- 
verting them  into  coin  does  not  change  their  nature.  It 
only  adapts  them  to  a  particular  use ;  fiu  them  for  passing 
from  hand  to  hand,  without  the  trouble  of  weighing  or  as- 
saying each  piece  at  each  transfer."  Again  he  says: 
*'8ome  fancy  that  it  is  the  authority  of  Government  that 
gives  money  its  value.  But  the  true  value  of  money,  as 
measured  by  the  amount  of  goods  for  which  it  will  honest- 
ly exchange,  cannot  be  affected  by  edicts  of  princes  or  acts 
of  Parliament.  Monarchs  and  ministers  may  alter  the 
weight  of  coins,  or  lessen  their  purity ;  but  they  cannot 
make  a  coin  containing  one  half  of  an  ounce  of  pure  silver 
worth  as  much  as  a  coin  containing  an  ounce.  The  stamp 
of  the  State  is  a  mere  certificate  of  the  weight  and  fineness 
of  the  piece." 

It  follows  from  those  premises,  that  money  being  neces- 
sarily a  measure  of  vaixu,  as  well  as  an  instruiAent  of  ex- 
change, without  increasing  the  quantity  of  value,  its  real 
and  actual  quantity  cannot  be  increased.  It  is  true  that  it  may 
be  numerically  or  nominally  increased  ;  the  volume  of  the 
circulating  medium  may  be  enlarged  by  adulteration  of  the 
metals  themselves,  or  the  emission  of  something  else  in 
their  place ;  yet  the  quantity  of  real  pure  money  remains  the 
same ;  and  just  as  much  as  it  has  increased  in  quantity  it 
has  diminished  in  quality,  and  will  measure  no  more  value 
than  it  did  before  die  infusion  of  alloy,  or  other  valueless 
matter,  into  its  mass. 

It  is  also  true  that  a  measure  of  value  is,  in  its  very  na- 
ture, somewhat  more  imperfect  than  that  of  either  weight 
or  measure,  and  even  gold  and  silver  are  not  entirely  free 
from  this  imperfection ;  but  the  variations  to  which  they 
are  subject  are  so  trifling  and  inconsiderable  as  not  to  be 
perceptible  in  the  practical  af&irs  of  life ;  at  least,  they  are 
infinitely  the  nearest  perfection  of  any  commodity  that  has 
yet  been  discovered. 

Any  change  in  the  relative  proportion  between  money 
and  other  commodities,  by  an  artificial  increase  of  quantity 
without  an  increase  of  value,  will  necessarily  produce  a 
change  of  price.  If  the  quantity  of  money  be  nominally 
increased,  the  price  of  property  to  be  measured  by  it  rises ; 
the  depreciation  of  money  and  the  rise  of  price  being  pre- 
cisely the  same  thing.  If  the  value  of  what  is  called  a  dol- 
lar be  lessened  by  the  infusion  of  alloy,  or  the  enlargement 
of  the  mass  of  which  it  is  a  fractional  part,  it  will  require  a 
greater  number  of  dollars  to  measure  the  value  of  a  horse, 
or  other  commodity,  just  as  it  will  require  a  greater  number 
of  the  measure  of  length  called  a  foot,  when  shortened,  to 
measure  the  length  of  a  piece  of  cloth.  All  attempts,  there- 
fore, on  the  part  of  Government,  to  tamper  with  the  mon- 


etary system,  by  increasing  its  quantity  without  increasing 
the  value,  are  not  only  useless,  but  unjust  and  pernicious, 
and  have  always  been  found  so,  whenever  the  experiment 
has  been  tried. 

Mr.  Raymond  says,  at  page  237  of  the  volunae  before 
quoted,  <<  It  seems  to  have  been  a  prevailing  opinion,  even 
down  to  the  present  time,  that  the  quantity  of  money  could 
be  increased  by  various  expedients,  without  increasing  the 
actual  quantity  of  value.  Hence,  in  the  earlier  periods  of 
civilization,  the  denomination  of  the  coin  was  frequently 
changed,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  quantity  and 
plentiness  of  money.  In  some  cases  the  coin  has  been 
adulterated  with  a  baser  metal,  while  its  nominal  value  was 
retained,  for  the  same  purpose.  In  modem  times,  a  more 
refined  method  of  adulteration  and  deception  has  been  prac^ 
Used,  with  better  success  as  to  accomplishing  a  fraud  on 
the  public,  but  with  no  better  success  as  to  increasing  the 
quantity  of  actual  value.  Instead  of  using  a  baser  metal 
for  alloy,  and  incorporating  it  with  the  precious  metals  by 
a  coinage,  a  quantity  of  pa|)er,  purporting  to  be  money, 
has  been  infused  into  the  volume  or  mass  of  circulating 
medium ;  and  in  that  way  the  nominal  quantity  of  money 
has  been  increased,  without  any  increase  of  the  quantity  of 
value." 

When  $100,000  of  specie  or  coin  constitutes  the  circu- 
lating medium  of  a  community,  that  $100,000  measuies 
the  value  of  all  the  property  in  that  community.  If  the 
Legislature  then  resort  to  the  expedient  of  increasing  the 
quantity  of  the  circulating  medium,  by  directing  twice  the 
quantity  of  alloy  to  be  infused  into  th»  medium,  and  the 
mixed  mass  to  be  coined  in  the  same  way,  still  calling  it 
so  many  dollars,  or  by  emitting  200,000  nominal  p^«r 
dollars,  to  pass  into  the  circulation  with  the  specie,  and 
obliging  the  citizens  to  take  it  in  all  contracts  and  exchanges^ 
three  dollars  then  will  measure  just  as  much  piUperty  as 
one  did  before  the  resort  to  this  unskilful  expedient ;  and 
the  man  who  had  sold  his  land  or  other  property  for  the 
price  of  $100,  is  paid  in  the  depreciated  medium,  and  cheat- 
ed out  of  two  thiids  of  his  honest  debt.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  man  who  buys  when  the  mass  of  circulation  is  thus  en- 
larged, and  before  pay-day  the  Legislature  withdraws  the 
alloy  or  abolishes  the  paper  dollars,  pays  just  three  times 
as  much  as  he  had  agreed  to  pay. 

-  Your  committee  have,  perhaps,  been  somewhat  tedious 
on  this  branch  of  the  subject  involved  in  the  inquiry  pro- 
posed ;  yet,  as  they  have  regarded  the  first  and  fundamen- 
tal distinction  in  the  properties  of  money,  between  the 
quantity  of  the  medium  and  the  quantity  of  value,  of  great 
importance — a  distinction  between  money  and  its  supposed 
representative,  oden  very  imperfectly  understood,  and  the 
confounding  or  overlooking  of  which  has,  perhaps,  pro- 
duced more  mischiefs  upon  communities  than  all  other  er- 
rors in  political  economy  besides — they  have  thought  prop« 
er  to  be  thus  minute  in  relation  to  it. 

It  is  bad  enough  when  Government  undertakes  directly, 
by  its  own  legislation,  to  destroy  the  distinction  between 
money  and  its  essential  properties  as  a  mea5ure  of  the  val- 
ue of  other  commodities ;  still,  while  legislators,  amenable 
to  the  people,  choose  to  exercise  such  power,  their  proceed- 
ings are  public,  and  must  be  known,  and  are  the  subject  of 
animadversion  and  discussion,  and  the  citizens  have  some 
opportunity  of  anticipating  the  result,  and  preparing  for  it ; 
but  when  that  power  is  surrendered  to  corporations^  whose 
proceedings  are  secret,  and  whose  officers  are  no  way 
answerable  to  the  people,  it  becomes  infinitely  more  per- 
nicious and  unjust. 

This  leads  to  the  second  head  of  inqufty  :  What  is  the 
banking  system,  as  it  now  exists  in  the  several  Stales  of 
this  Union  ?  What  its  nature,  history,  and  effects  upon 
the  various  transactions  of  society  ? 

The  banking  system,  as  it  now  exists  in  this  country,  is 
a  machinery  of  no    ordinary  complexity  and  magnitude. 
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Few  subjects  are  less  generally  understood;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  few,  if  any,  in  the  scale  of  political  existence, 
affect  more  closely  the  interests  of  every  man  in  society. 

The  banking  basiness  in  America  is  performed  almost 
entirely  by  companies  incorporated  for  the  purpose  by  the 
Leg^islatures  of  the  several  States.  These  banking  com- 
panies are  not  merely  offices  of  kxm  and  deposite ;  they 
are  also  offices  of  dUcount  and  banks  of  circulationy  or 
manufacturers  of  paper  money;  that  is,  they  are  not 
merely  authorized  to  loan  what  money  they  actually  have, 
at  the  legal  rate  of  interest,  and  to  undertake  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  money  for  a  reasonable  per  centage  for  their  risk  and 
trouble,  but  they  are  also  authorized  to  discount  notes  of 
those  who  wish  to  borrow,  and  manufacture  paper  money 
to  the  amount  of  twice  or  thrice  the  amount  of  money  they 
really  possess.  They  are  permitted,  in  fact,  to  supply 
with  their  own  paper  the  circulating  medium  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  drive  the  constitutional  currency  out  of  cir- 
culation ;  and  thus  swell  the  volume  of  nominal  money, 
and,  just  in  the  same  proportion  as  they  enlarge  the  mass, 
decrease  the  value  of  the  whole. 

The  banking  institutions  of  this  country  are  thus  seen 
to  possess  a  combination  of  four  several  functions,  viz :  to 
loan  money,  to  receive  money  on  deposite,  to  discount 
notes  and  bills  of  exchange,  and  to  manufacture  paper 
money  for  circulation,  stamping  upon  it  the  signs  of  vsJue 
corresponding  in  denomination  with  the  legal  coins  of  the 
country ;  and,  for  the  exercise  of  all  these  functions  com- 
bined, they  enjoy  exclusive  cliartered  privileges,  without 
individual  responsibility.  As  a  loan  office,  or  a  depository, 
a  bank,  well  conducted  upon  substantial  capital,  may  be 
not  only  harmless,  but  even  useful  and  convenient ;  and,  as 
an  office  of  discount  merely,  it  can  do  but  little  mischief. 
Many,  indeed,  have  confounded  the  function  of  a  loan  of- 
fice with  that  of  an  office  of  discount.  There  is  a  slight 
difference.  In  the  former  case,  the  bank  is  the  direct 
creditor ;  in  the  latter,  it  acts  rather  in  the  capacity  of  a 
collector.  A  merchant  who  holds  the  promissory  note  or 
bill  of  exchange  of  a  third  person,  payable  at  a  certain  day, 
throws  it  into  bank  for  collection,  endorses  it,  and  the 
bank  discounts  it,  according  to  the  time  the  note  or  bill 
has  to  run,  and  gives  the  merchant  the  amount,  deducting 
the  discount.  In  this  case  it  performs  the  functions  of  an 
office  of  discount,  and  acts  as  a  collector.  If  a  merchant 
wishes  to  obtain  a  loan,  he  mskes  his  own  note,  with  an 
endorser,  and  puts  it  into  bank,  and  the  bank  pays  him 
the  amount,  deducting  the  discount.  The  bank  then  be- 
comes the  (Jnrect  creditor,  and  in  this  case  acts  as  a  loan 
office.  In  the  exercise  of  neither  of  those  three  functions 
do  the  banking  institutions  affisct  materially  the  transac- 
tions of  the  society,  or  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  others.* 
It  is  mainly  in  the  capacity  of  paper-money  manufacturers, 
combined  with  their  functions  of  loan  offices,  with  incor- 
porated privileges,  that  they  will  be  hereafter  considered 
and  treated.      • 

As  the  object  of  the  inquiry  here  is  intended  more  to  be 
addressed  to  those  who  are  not  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  affairs  of  banking  than  for  those  who  are  well  versed 
in  all  its  details,  in  order  to  simplify  the  nature  of  such  in- 
stitutions, we  will  represent  the  principle  on  a  small  scale, 
and  separated  from  the  great  variety  of  combined  circum- 
stances with  which  they  are  now  surrounded,  which  con- 
ceal their  effects.  Suppose  that  a  certain  community  con- 
tains a  population  of  one  hundred  citizens,  each  producing 
his  equal  share  of  wealth  and  property  by  his  industry, 
and  eadi  enjoying  the  benefits  of  what  he  produces,  and 
no  more ;  and  there  are  no  artificial  laws  or  regulations  by 

*  Most  if  not  all  banking  institutions  in  Europe,  ex- 
cepting in  Great  Britain,  are  merely  loan  offices,  and  offi- 
ces of  discount  and  deposite ;  such  as  Hamburg,  Amster- 
dam, &.C. 


which  one  citizen  is  enabled  to  acquire,  or  have  transferred 
to  him,  the  property  or  acquisition  of  another,  without  an 
equivalent  in  what  he  had  produced  himself.  Suppose 
there  is  in  this  little  community  a  capital  of  real  money  T>f 
ten  thousand  dollars,  which  measures  all  the  property  with- 
in it,  and  serves  as  the  common  medium  of  exchange  in 
the  transfer  and  exchange  of  commodities,  the  payment  of 
labor,  &.C. ;  and  that  its  circulation  is  limited,  as  the  busi- 
ness is  within  the  community  itself;  no  increase  of  the 
quantity  of  this  circulating  medium  takes  place  without  a 
corresponding  change  in  the  quantity  of  value ;  consequent- 
ly, prices  will  be  uniform,  and  always  the  same.  In  this 
state  of  society,  every  one  acquires  just  in  proportion  to 
his  industry  and  economy,  whether  farmer,  mechanic, 
laborer,  or  whatever  his  profession  may  be ;  all  is  happi- 
ness and  tranquillity ;  no  extravagant  or  wild  schemes  are 
projected  of  making  a  splendid  fortune  in  a  short  time, 
without  labor  or  substantial  enterprise ;  and  every  one 
knows  what  price  he  is  to  recei^  for  what  he  has  or  what 
he  does,  and  can  calculate  accordingly  in  confidence. 
But  a  few  of  those  individuals — we  will  suppose  ten — 
conceive  the  project  of  establishing  a  bank  of  circulation, 
urging,  as  an  argument,  that  it  would  make  money  plen- 
tier,  adfford  great  facilities  to  trade  and  business,  furnish  a 
cheaper  money,  and  more  convenient,  portable,  &c.,  and 
such  other  arguments  as  we  have  ofLen  heard  in  favor  of 
those  institutions.  They  apply  to  their  Legislature,  and 
obtain  a  charter  for  a  bank  with  a  capital  of  ten  thousand 
dollars,  with  the  privilege  of  issuing  notes  for  circulation 
to  the  amount  of  twice  their  capital ;  and  all  the  rest  of  the 
individuals  who  do  not  become  stockholders  are  prohibited, 
under  penalties,  from  issuing  their  own  paper.  These 
ten  subscribe  the  stock,  and  pay  in  the  instalment  re* 
quired,  say  one  hundred  dollars  each;  they  elect  their  offi- 
cers ;  and  the  machine,  thus  fitted  up,  is  ready  to  com- 
mence operations.  Five  of  the  stockholders  themselves 
put  in  their  notes  to  the  bank  for  two  thousand  dollars 
each,  making  ten  thousand  dollars;  and,  aware  of  the 
effect  they  are  about  to  produce  throughout  the  society 
upon  prices,  go  into  the  country  and  purchase  up  all  the 
produce  that  is  to  spare  at  the  then  and  heretofore  steady 
and  uniform  prices ;  say  wheat,  at  one  dollar  per  bushel, 
paying  for  it  in  the  notes  of  the  new  bank.  In  a  very 
short  time,  it  is  seen  and  felt  that  money  is  becoming 
plenty  ;  business  becomes  brisk  and  lively,  and  a  new  as- 
pect is  presented.  Others  begin  to  lay  plans  of  specula- 
tion ;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  them  out, 
go  to  the  bank  to  borrow.  Forty  of  the  remaining 
individuals  put  in  their  notes  for  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  each,  (ten  thousand  dollars,)  which  are  shaved 
by  the  bank  at  the  rate  of  bank  interest,  six  dollars  and 
forty  cents  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  receive  the  notes  of 
the  bank,  paying  no  interest  for  circulation.  Some  go  into 
speculation,  and  others  to  building  houses  or  making  other 
improvements ;  and  each,  feeling  that  he  had  obtained  tliis 
money  with  so  much  more  ease,  by  simply  throwing  a 
note  into  bank,  and  calculating  that  money,  as  they  call 
it,  was  going  to  be  still  plentier  than  it  had  been ;  that  the 
same  bank  which  had  made  it  so  much  plentier  now  could 
just  as  easily  make  it  still  more  so ;  and  its  directors  were 
very  excellent  men,  and  would  certainly  direct  its  energies 
for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  regard  it  very  differently  than 
they  did  when  obtaining  it  only  as  they  earned  it ;  spend 
it  more  freely,  and  indulge  in  the  purchase  of  articles  they 
would  not  have  purchased  before,  and  venture  to  make  im- 
provements they  did  not  before.  Every  thing  assumes  a 
new  appearance ;  every  description  of  business  is  active ; 
prosperity  seems  to  glisten  in  every  sunbeam ;  every  body 
praises  the  bank,  and  its  projectors  and  managers  are  bless- 
ed as  the  greatest  and  wisest  men  of  the  age ;  the  president, 
or  the  man  who  can  be  traced  as  the  first  inventor  of  this 
happy  scheme  of  making  money  plenty  out  of  paper,  is 
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treatiKl  to  dinners,  presented  with  the  richest  offerings  that 
can  be  bestowed  upon  him,  and  he  is  looked  up  to  with  as 
much  reverence  as  the  feudal  lords  were  formerly  by  their 
enslaved  vassals.  A  feverish  excitement  seizes  upon  the 
whole  community  ;  a  spirit  of  speculation  is  engendered  ; 
and  many  look  upon  the  industrious  pursuit  of  any  me- 
chanical business  as  too  dull  and  slow  to  occupy  their  time 
and  attention.  It  is  time  now,  however,  to  trace  the  ac- 
tion  of  the  stockholders  who  have  purchased  up  the  pro- 
ducts. In  the  course  of  a  short  time  after  they  are  through 
with  their  purchases,  the  products  must  be  in  demand, 
there  being  none  to  be  bought ;  and,  as  the  volume  of  cir- 
culating medium  has  increased  from  ten  to  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  by  the  infusion  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  of  the 
issues  of  the  bank,  and  no  increase  of  the  quantity  of  val- 
ue, as  certainly  as  water  will  flow  down  hill,  or  as  any 
cause  will  produce  its  plainest  and  most  obvious  eflect, 
(the  money  having  depreciated  in  real  value,  though  nom- 
inally the  same,^  property  must  appreciate  or  rise  in  price, 
compared  with  that  money.  At  this  stage  they  sell,  which 
they  are  enabled  to  do  at  two  or  three  dollars,  what  they 
purchased  at  one  dollar,  until  they  have  disposed  of  all  on 
hand,  having  made  a  splendid  profit  by  tlie  operation ;  and 
whatever  they  have  cleared  in  profit,  the  loss  to  the  same 
amount  is  a  tax  upon  the  rest  of  the  society.  They  are 
now  ready  to  commence  the  operation  of  ** contraction," 
The  borrowers  are  called  upon  for  a  per  centage,  perhaps 
twenty-five  per  cent,  at  every  sixty  days ;  and,  as  the  cir- 
culation is  decreased  at  every  payment,  being  withdrawn 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  bank,  every  instalment  be- 
comes the  more  diiScult  to  obtain.  If  only  one  borrow- 
er were  called  upon,  it  would  not  make  any  material  differ- 
ence, as  his  payments  would  have  but  little  effect  upon  the 
general,  mass  of  circulation ;  but  os  all  are  called  upon  at 
the  same  time,  the  volume  of  circulating  medium  is  rapid- 
ly decreasing,  money  becoming  more  scarce,  and  the 
means  of  obtaining  it  lessening.  A  great  change  takes 
place  in  the  appearance  and  prospects  of  this  little  commu- 
nity ;  a  general  gloom  has  spread  over  the  whole  face  of 
the  country.  Those  who  have  borrowed  direct  all  their 
energies  in  seeking  for  means  to  make  payment ;  those 
who  have  kept  their  money  during  the  season  of  apparent 
prosperity  now  hold  it  more  closely,  expecting  to  wring 
the  most  they  can  from  their  more  improvident  though 
perhaps  not  less  worthy  and  industrious  neighbors.  In- 
stead of  being  engaged  in  producing  something  by  useful 
employment,  many  feel  obliged  to  spend  their  time  in 
seeking  to  relieve  themselves  from  threatening  distress. 
The  president  and  officers  of  the  bank  appear  now  in  a 
very  different  character  than  before,  in  the  prosperous  sea- 
son. Instead  of  the  great  bestowers  of  smiles  and  favors, 
thoy  are  now  looked  upon  as  having  the  power  to  admin- 
ister destruction,  and  they  are  cringed  to  for  mercy. 
Some  foreign  war,  or  other  distant  calamity,  is  sagely  as- 
signed as  the  direful  cause,  in  order  to  appease  the  minds 
of  the  people,  and  divert  thom  from  the  inquiry  into  tlic 
real  cause  of  this  unsuspected  course.  In  the  general  con- 
fusion and  distress,  reaching  even  those  who  had  nothing 
to  do  in  producing  it,  some  arc  insolvent,  and  others  real- 
ize out  of  their  losses  a  handsome  profit.  Those  who 
have  thus  transferred  to  them  the  products  of  the  labors  of 
others  indulge  in  extravagance,  luxury,  and  idleness; 
and  those  who  have  lost  their  property  by  its  sacrifice 
probably  seek  relief  from  the  sting  of  their  misfortunes  in 
the  indulgence  of  other  vices,  and  society  thus  loses  the 
benefit  of  the  industry  of  both  classes.  If  the  forty  bor- 
rowers and  the  ten  stockholders  be  thus  withdrawn  from 
useful  industry  and  productive  employment,  one  half  of  the 
society  have  the  other  half  thrown  upon  their  support, 
either  as  lords  and  noblemen,  or  as  paupers  and  convicts. 
This  shaving  operation  may  require  a  year  for  its  perform- 
ance. At  the  end  of  that  time,  when  the  managers  and  fa- 


vorites of  the  bonk  have  so  contrived  to  have  half  the  prop- 
erty of  the  rest  of  the  community  transferred  to  them,  it 
becomes  a  matter  of  inquiry  whether  it  be  most  to  their  in- 
terest to  commence  another  operation  by  "expanding*' 
again,  or  to  stop  payment  and  blow  up,  leaving  their  cred- 
itors to  seek  their  remedy  out  of  an  empty  corporation.  If 
they  commence  business  again,  new  life  is  infused  into  the 
community;  business  again  becomes  brisk,  in  the  same 
way,  until  the  proper  time  for  any  other  curtailment  ar- 
rives, when  the  same  scenes  of  distress  and  panic,  sacrifice 
of  property,  and  ruin,  are  acted  over  again.  Thus,  by  al- 
ternate contractions  and  expansions  which  this  bank  is  en- 
abled to  make,  and  from  which  its  officers  and  stockholders 
derive  their  profits,  this  little  community  is  kept  in  a  con- 
tinual fever,  first  of  speculation,  then  the  dubious  and 
restless  state  between  hope  and  despair,  and^  finally,  the 
ruin  of  many ;  and  the  few  who  manage  its  concerns  are 
daily  growing  rich,  and  become  the  lords  and  disposers  of 
the  property  of  others,  while  their  more  industrious  neigh- 
bors are  their  slaves.  This  epitome  may  be  somewhat 
overdrawn  in  its  details ;  but  let  him  who  doubts  the  truth 
of  the  representation,  in  the  general  outlines,  as  contain- 
ing a  fair  picture  of  our  banking  systems,  read  the  history 
of  this  country  during  the  years  1818,  1819,  and  1820. 
Let  him  trace  the  wild  schemes  of  speculation  and  cxtrav- 
agance  which  prevailed  for  the  few  years  previousi,  imme- 
diately on  the  heels  of  the  litters  of  banks  chartered  by  the 
Middle  States  from  1814  till  1817,  the  charter  of  the 
United  States  Bank  in  1816,  and  the  extension  of  the 
same  mania  for  bank  facilities  that  extended  shortly  af- 
terwards to  the  West;  let  him  look  at  the  scenes  of 
distress,  failures,  bankruptcies,  which  followed  in  1819 
and  1820;  the^stop  laws,  stay  laws,  replevin  laws,  and  a 
host  of  legislative  expedienta  to  which  the  Legislatures 
were  driven  to  save  the  people  from  absolute  and  immedi- 
ate ruin,  while  bank  directors  and  stockholders  were  riot- 
ing in  luxury  and  rolling  in  wealth,  and  the  laboring  class- 
es driven  to  poor-houses,  or  sentenced  to  penitentiaries; 
the  similar  scenes  that  were  acted  over  again  in  1826,  and 
again  in  1833-*34,  when  the  United  States  Bank  songht  to 
obtain  a  continuance  of  ite  lordly  power  through  the  ruins 
of  the  people,  and  curtailed  ita  discounta  at  the  rate  of 
$2,000,000  per  month  for  that  purpose;  then  say  if  the 
representation  is  much  overdrawn. 

The  objections  to  the  banking  institutions  of  the  United 
States  arise  chiefly  from  their  being  corporations  without  in- 
dividual responsibility,  and  their  being  clothed  with  the 
power  of  making  a  paper  money  circulating  medium — in 
other  words,  of  controlling  and  regulating  the~currency. 

Corporations  of  any  sort  are.  opposed  to  the  general  lib- 
erties and  equal  righta  of  the  citizens.  They  are  protected, 
generally,  by  express  prohibitions  to  individuals  engaging  in 
the  same  objecto  for  which  they  are  created.  In  England  they 
are  regarded  as  favorable  to  liberty,  because  their  charters 
are  so  much  power  withdrawn  from  the  sovereignty,  which, 
according  to  the  theory  of  that  Government,  is  vested  in 
the  Crown.  In  this  country,  whose  theory  places  the  sov- 
ereign power  in  the  people,  they  are  unfavorable  to  liberty, 
for  file  same  reason  that  they  withdraw  a  porticm  of  the 
sovereign  power  from  the  people.  They  are  only  liable  in 
their  corporate  capacity,  being  subject  to  nothing  but  a  cor- 
porate responsibility,  which  may  very  often  be  no  responsi- 
bility at  all.  What  is  still  worse,  however,  there  is  little 
or  no  moral  responsibility,  particularly  where  there  is  a 
powerful  motive  of  interest  involved.  It  is  well  known 
that  men  will  do  many  things,  when  associated  ih  a  cor- 
poration, at  which  they  would  shudder  even  to  think  of  as 
individuals;  and  no  description  of  corporations  has  been  so 
conspicuous  for  the  manifestation  of  moral  defections  as 
banking  companies.  The  whole  history  of  corporations  is 
full  of  examples,  proving  triumphantly  the  truth  of  this 
position.     We  select  one,  as  given  by  Mr.  Gouge,  extract- 
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ed  from  a  report  made  to  tHe  Senate  of  the  State  of  Majssa- 
chuaetts,  in  January,  1830,  as  follows:  <<  The 'Sutton 
Bank  was  incorporated  the  11  th  March,  1828.  The  act 
of  incorporation  provides  <that  the  capital  stock  of  said  cor- 
poration shall  consist  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in 
gold  and  silver,  to  he  divided  into  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  the  manner  following, 
viz  :  one  half  part  thereof  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  Octo- 
ber [then]  next,  and  the  remaining  part  thereof  on  or  be- 
fore the  1st  day  of  March,  in  the  year^of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine!*  And  it  further 
provides  that  no  moneys  shall  be  loaned  or  discounts 
made,  nor  shall  any  bills  or  promissory  notes  be  made  or 
issued  from  the  said  bank,  until  the  capital  subscribed  and 
actually  paid  in,  and  existing  in  gold  and  silver  in  said 
vaults,  shall  amount  to  fifly  thousand  dollars ;  nor  until 
the  said  capital  stock  actually  in  said  vaults  shall  have 
been  inspected  and  examined  by  three  commissioners,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Governor  for  that  purpose,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be,  at  the  expense  of  the  said  corporation,  to  ex- 
amine the  money  actually  existing  in  said  vaults ;  and  to 
ascertain,  by  the  oaths  of  the  directors  of  the  said  bank,  or 
a  majority  of  them,  that  the  said  capital  stock  hath  been 
bona  fide  paid  in  by  the  stockholders  of  said  bank,  and  to- 
wards the  payment  of  their  respective  shares,  and  not  in- 
tended for  any  other  purpose ;  and  that  it  is  intended  there 
to  remain  as  a  part  of  said  capital. 

"  On  the  26th  day  of  September,  1828,  the  Governor, 
in  compliance  with  an  application  for  that  purpose,  made 
by  a  committee  of  the  subscribers  for  stock  in  said  Sutton 
Bank,  appointed  commissioners  to  examine  the  moneys  ac- 
tually existing  in  the  vaults  of  said  bank,  as  is  provided  in 
the  second  section  of  their  act  of  incorporation.  On  the 
27th  day  of  September,  1828,  the  Sutton  Bank  borrowed, 
on  a  depofiite  of  fifty-one  thousand  dollars  in  the  bills  of 
the  City  Bank,  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  specie 
for  one  day  only.  This  same  specie  was  examined  by  the 
commissioners,  and  the  following  certificates  made  out,  viz : 

<*  *  We,  the  subscribers,  commissioners  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  have  this  day  been  shown,  and  have  examined, 
fifty  thousand  dollars  in  specie  in  the  vaults  of  the  Sutton 
Bank,  which  was  paid  in  by  the  stockholders  at  their  first 
instalment,  agreeably  to  their  act  of  incorporation,  passed 
the  11th  day  of  March,  1828. 

JONATHAN  LELAND. 
AMASA  ROBERTS. 
SAMUEL  WOOD. 

Septembeb,  27,  1828.* 

"  *Bo8Toir,  September  27,  1828. 
*•  •  Suffolk,  ss  : 

**  Then  personally  appeared  Hezekiah  Howe,  Jonas  L. 
Sihby,  Joshua  W.  Leland,  and  Thomas  Harbacb,  being  a . 
majority  of  directors  of  Sutton  Bank,  and  made  oath  that 
fifty  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  by  them  shown  in  their 
vaults,  was  the  first  instalment  pnid  by  the  stockholders 
of  their  bank  towards  the  payment  of  their  respective  shares, 
and  not  for  any  other  purpose,  and  that  it  is  intended  tliere- 
in  to  remain  a  part  of  said  capital. 

Before  me,  ELIPHaLET  WILLL\MS,  J.  P.* 

•*  The  bills  and  specie  were  then  re-exchanged,  this 
whole  business  accomplished  within  an  hour,  and  all  of  it 
done  within  the  wails  of  the  City  Bank  in  the  city  of 
Boston:' 

We  have  no  doubt  those  were  all  men  who  claimed  a  fair 
standing  in  society,  and  any  one  of  whom  would  have  trem- 
bled to  commit  so  shameful  an  act  in  their  individual  capacity, 
and  without  the  shield  of  corporate  investiture.  What  would 
produce  a  horrible  compunction  and  terror  on  the  mind  of 
one  man  sits  easy  when  it  is  divided  among  all  the  mem- 
bers of  a  corporation ;  but,  becoming  familiar  to  corruption 
in  a  corporate  capacity,  men  may,  and  very  probably  do, 


sin  more  easily  in  their  individual  character.  How  many 
instances  have  come  within  our  knowledge  of  mobs,  upon 
the  failure  of  a  bank,  whose  officers  were  the  occupants 
of  spacious  houses,  living  in  the  height  of  splendor  and 
luxury,  while  their  creditors  were  beggared  for  the  want  of 
their  honest  dues,  in  which  it  was  difficult  to  determine 
which  to  condemn  most — the  charter-protected  villany  of 
the  one,  or  the  misdirected  violence  of  the  other !  Scenes 
of  that  kind  have  been  very  frequent,  and  furnish  strong 
evidence  of  the  corrupting  and  pernicious  tendency  of  money 
corporations.  Incorporated  companies  vnll  set  up  claims 
of  which  most  individuals  would  be  ashamed,  and  often, 
through  the  influence  they  can  bring  to  their  aid,  bear  down 
the  rights  of  an  honest  individual  who  cannot  compete 
with  them  for  power.  They  often  set  themselves  boldly  in 
array  against  the  Government  which  gave  them  birth,  and 
sometimes  have  gone  so  far  as  even  to  claim  their  privileges 
as  vested  rights,  that  the  power  which  gave  them  could  not 
4ake  away.  The  only  sort  of  justification  for  the  creation 
of  such  institutions  is  the  accomplishment  of  some  great 
purpose  of  general  utility,  beyond  the  reach  of  individual 
means  and  enterprise.  Lord  Coke  sayH,  <<  the  granting  of 
exclusive  privileges  cannot  be  justified,  except  on  a  case 
being  made  out  of  urgens  necessitas  et  evidens  utilitas." 
A  corporation  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  bridge,  a  turn- 
pike, a  railroad,  or  a  canal,  which  may  produce  a  work 
highly  beneficial  to  the  public,  may  be  regarded  of  that 
description ;  and  it  is  only  on  the  principle  of  necessity, 
being  beyond  the  power  of  individual  enterprise,  and  not 
furnishing  sufficient  interest  for  the  investment  of  private 
capital,  and  the  benefits  they  confer  on  the  community  at 
large,  that  they  can  be  justified.  But  what  justification 
can  be  found  for  the  incorporation  of  banking-  companies 
in  necessity  arising  from  the  object  being  beyond  the  ac- 
complishment of  individual  means  1  What  is  more  simple 
and  easy  than  the  loaning  of  money  1  Ten  men,  each 
owning  $1,000,  can  as  easily  loan  it  as  ten  men  united 
in  a  corporation  owning  $10,000  can  loan  that  sum.  In 
the  loan  of  money  there  is  no  great  undivided  purpose  to 
be  accomplished,  as  in  the  construction  of  a  bridge  or  a 
canal ;  nor  is  there  the  production  of  any  thing  by  labor. 
It  is  a  single,  plain,  simple  operation,  which  can  be  ex- 
tended by  every  single  capitalist  just  to  the  amount  of 
money  he  has  to  spare ;  and  neitlier  necessity  nor  public 
policy  requires  the  incorporation  of  a  company  for  the 
purpose. 

Banking  incorporations,  therefore,  not  efTecting  any 
great  public  purpose,  which  may  not  be  accomplished  by 
individual  energy,  are  inimical  to  the  principles  of  republi- 
can government ;  but,  further,  as  manufacturers  of  paper 
money,  authorized  to  denominate  as  worth  so  much,  and 
representing  so  much  value,  that  which  intrinsically  is 
worth  nothing,  they  invade  one  of  the  high  and  most  im- 
portant prerogatives  of  sovereignty,  which,  as  we  have  al- 
ready seen,  cannot  be  exercised,  even  by  the  supreme  power 
of  any  Government,  without  inflicting  a  deep  injury  upon 
its  citizei^  and  perpetrating  great  injustice.  If  the  Gov- 
ernment Itself,  administered  by  those  who  are  immediately 
responsible  to  the  people,  whose  interests  are  identified 
wlth^he  people,  cannot  exert  the  power  of  increasing  and 
decreasing  the  quantity  of  the  circulating  medium,  tlius  de- 
preciating its  value,  without  inflicting  mischief  upon  the 
community,  how  incomparably  more  mischievous  and  de- 
structive to  the  principles  of  justice  and  equality  of  rights! 
what  madness !  to  surrender  this  power  into  the  hands  of 
corporations,  whose  interests  are  directly  at  war  with  those 
of  the  rest  of  the  citizens !  It  is  the  advantage  of  stock- 
holders in  those  institutions  to  obtain  twice,  tlirice,  or 
quadruple  interest  on  their  capital,  whether  real  or  ficti- 
tious. Is  it  not  opposed  to  the  interest  of  the  community  to 
pay  it  1  Are  not  their  interests  then  set  in  direct  conflict? 
An  individual  who  owns  money  can  only  obtain  interest. 
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generally  six  per  cent.,  on  what  he  actually  has.  Banks, 
however,  are  enabled  to  obtain  usurious  interest  on  their 
actual  capital,  whether  it  congists  of  specie,  the  notes  of 
other  banks — two  or  three  dollars  of  which  are  really  worth 
but  one  in  specie — or  the  stock  notes  of  subscribers,  which 
are  worth  nothing  at  all.  A  bank  with  a  capital  of  $  1 00, 000 
is  authorized  to  issue  its  notes  to  twice  the  amount  of  its 
capital.  It  issues  its  notes  to  the  amount  of  $200,000,  and 
receives  interest,  or  rather  discount,  on  that  sum.  Its  cap- 
ital and  credit,  or  faith,  that  it  can  redeem  and  pay  two 
dollars  with  one,  are  thus  combined  together  in  a  tangible 
form  in  the  shape  of  bank  notes,  and  it  receives  at  the  rate 
of  6  4-10  per  cent  on  the  whole.  Now,  what  is  the  dif- 
ference between  receiving  $12  60  per  hundred,  or  calling 
one  hundred  dollars  two— one  capital,  the  other  faith — and 
leceiving  $8  40  on  each  1  The  usury  on  the  part  of  the 
bank  is  the  same  in  both  cases.  It  is  true  there  is  this  dif- 
ference in  the  operation  :  in  paying  double  interest  on  the 
real  sum,  the  borrower  pays  the  whole  of  it ;  in  the  other 
case,  calling  it  $200,  although  it  really  represents  but  one, 
it  falls  upon  the  whole  community,  and  operates  as  a  tax 
upon  all ;  and  is,  therefore,  not  only  usurious  but  unjust, 
affecting  those  who  have  no  participation  in  the  transac- 
tion. 

The  banks  take  the  promissory  notes  of  individuals  at 
$6  40  per  hundred  per  annum  interest,  paid  in  advance, 
and  give  their  own  promissory  notes  in  exchange,  each 
hundred  of  which  only  represents  fifty  dollars  of  their  own 
capital,  the  other  fifty  being  credit,  without  interest;  in 
effect  receiving  interest  on  the  debts  which  they  owe.  Mr. 
Jefferson,  in  a  letter  to  John  N.  Eppes,  in  1813,  says: 
"At  the  time  we  were  funding  our  national  debt,  we  heard 
much  about  <  a  public  debt  being  a  public  blessing ;'  that 
the  stock  representing  it  was  a  creation  of  active  capital  for 
the  aliment  of  commerce,  manufactures,  and  agriculture. 
This  paradox  was  well  adapted  to  the  minds  of  believers 
in  dreams,  and  the  gulls  of  that  age  entered  bonnjidt  into 
it.  But  the  art  and  mystery  of  banks  is  a  wonderful  im- 
,  provemeut  on  that.  It  is  established  on  the  principle  that 
*  private  debts  are  a  public  blessing.'  •  •  •  And  to 
fill  up  the  measure  of  blessing,  instead  of  paying,  they  re- 
ceive an  interest  on  what  they  owe  from  those  to  whom 
they  owe;  for  all  the  notes  or  evidences  of  what  they  owe, 
which  we  see  in  circulation,  have  been  lent  to  somebody 
on  an  interest,  which  is  levied  again  on  us  through  the 
medium  of  commerce." 

The  tax  levied  upon  the  people  for  the  support  of  banks:, 
by  their  privilege  of  taking  bank  interest  on  twice  or  three 
times  the  amount  of  capital  they  have,  is  very  clearly  and 
handsomely  exemplified  by  Mr.  Gouge,  in  his  valuable 
Treatise  on  the  American  Banking  System,  at  page  24, 
pamphlet  edition.  He  says,  <Mhe  thirty-one  chartered 
banks  of  Pennsylvania  had,  in  1829,  according  to  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  a  nominal  capital  of  $12,032,000. 
$1,310,000  of  this  amount  were  invested  in  real  estate, 
and  $4,620,000  in  stocks  of  various  descriptions,  leaving 
the  banks  $6,102,000  to  employ  in  discoundng  notes. 
From  the  $5,930,000  invested  in  stocks  and  real  estate,  it 
is  to  be  presumed  they  derive  as  much  advantage  as  private 
persons  derive  from  similar  investments.  With  the  re- 
maining $6,102,000  they  discount  notes  to  the  amount  of 
$17,526,000.  On  this  amount  they  draw  interest  at  6 
4-10  per  cent. ;  for  the  usage  of  the  banks  is  to  charge 
sixty-four  days'  interest  for  sixty -three  days,  and  to  take 
the  interest  in  advance. 

<*  The  revenue  which  private  capitalists  would  derive 
from  lending  $6,102,000,  at  the  legal  rate  of  6  per  cent., 
would  be  $366,120  per  annum.  The  revenue  which  the 
banks  derive  from  the  management  of  this  amount  is 
$1,121,664.  If  the  banks  cannot,  by  the  use  of  a  nomi- 
nal capital  of  $6,102,000,  draw  interest  from  the  people 
on  the  sum  of  $17,526,000,  their  returns  to  the  Legisla- 


ture are  deceptive.  If  tbey  acJlually  draw  interest  on  this 
amount,  they  draw  from  the  people  $755,544  per  annum 
more  than  would  be  drawn  by  private  persons  lending  bona 
fidt  capital  of  the  same  amount  as  the  nominal  capital  of 
the  banks. 

**  Supposing  the  sums  paid  in  each  year,  since  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bank  act  in  1814,  to  equal  that  paid  in  1829, 
the  total  amount  paid  by  the  people  in  sixteen  years,  over 
and  above  6  per  cent,  on  the  loanable  capital  of  the  iianks, 
is  $12,088,704.  A  direct  tax  of  half  the  amount  for  the 
support  of  Government  would  have  produced  a  rebellion." 

<<The  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  on  the  1st  of  No- 
vember, 1829,  a  nominal  capital  of  $34,996,270.  Of  this 
amount,  $11,717,071  were  invested  in  public  stocks,  and 
$3,876,404  in  real  estate,  leaving  it  $19,402,795  of  nom- 
inal capital  for  its  proper  business  of  accommodating  bor- 
rowers and  dealers  in  bills  of  exchange.  On  this  amount 
of  bona  fide  eapital,  lent  at  six  per  cent.,  private  persona 
would  draw  a  revenue  of  $1,164,167.  But  the  bank, 
with  this  amount  of  nominal  capital,  discounts  notes  and 
bills  of  exchange  to  the  amount  of  $40,017,445,  from 
which  it  derives  an  annual  revenue  of  $2,561,114,  or 
$1,396,947  more  per  annum  than  would  be  received  by 
private  capiUlists  ;'*  nearly  $40,000,000  in  thirty  years. 
They  may  well  afford  to  pay  a  bonus  of  two,  three,  or  four 
millions,  for  the  privilege  of  taxing  the  people  nearly  forty 
millions.  In  this  estimate  Mr.  Gouge  does  not  include 
<<  what  is  paid  to  the  bank  on  the  rate  of  exchange,'^ 
though  he  supposes  this  must  amount  to  hundreds  of 
thousands.    . 

But  this  is  far  from  being  all  the  tax  drawn  from  the  peo- 
ple hy  the  banks.  It  has  already  been  shown  that,  by  in- 
fusing their  nominal  paper  money  into  the  mass  of  circula- 
tion, they  depreciate  the  value  of  the  whole  mass,  just  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  paper  issued,  compared  with 
the  specie.  Though  the  delusion  which  is  ingeniously  kept 
up  of  its  **  convertibility"  into  specie,  (convertible,  truly, 
if  not  more  than  one  third  be  demanded,)  and  being  called 
by  the  same  name,  it  is  palmed  off  as  the  representative  of 
specie,  although,  in  reality,  three  dollars  only  truly  repre- 
sent one ;  the  whole  volume,  including  the  ^pecie,  is  depre- 
ciated, and  the  prices  of  all  commodities  raised.  Foreign 
products  and  manufactured  articles  flow  into  the  country, 
and  are  sold  at  the  high  artificial  prices,  which  must  be  paid 
for  in  specie.  There  is  then  a  double  operation :  the  specie 
is  driven  out  of  the  country  to  pay  for  foreign  producU 
and  manufactures;  foreign  producers  and  manu&cturers 
come  in  competition  with  those  of  our  own  country ;  and, 
to  counteract  the  effect  of  this,  the  manufacturers  here 
claim  a  protection  firom  foreign  manufacturers  by  the  impo- 
sition of  duties  on  foreign  imports.  These  duties  are  paid 
by  the  consumers  here ;  that  is,  the  people  pay  one  tax  for 
the  benefit  of  manufacturers,  for  the  privilege  of  paying 
another  tax  to  the  banks.  Both  taxes  would  be  avoided, 
if  the  currency  of  the  country  were  not  depreciated  by  the 
infusion  of  bank  paper. 

We  have  the  authority  of  Adam  Smith,  (who  has  been 
oflen  quoted  as  favorable  to  banks,  as  he  was,  hut  not  to 
the  extent  for  which  he  is  generally  claimed  as  an  advocate,) 
that  bank  paper  drives  the  precious  metals  from  the  coun- 
try. He  says,  in  book  2,  chapter  2,  "Let  us  suppose, 
for  example,  that  the  whole  circulating  medium  of  some 
particular  country  amounted,  at  a  particular  time,  to  one 
million  sterling,  that  sum  being  then  sufficient  for  circula- 
ting the  whole  annual  produce  of  their  land  and  labor. 
Let  us  suppose,  too,  that,  some  time  thereafter,  different 
banks,  or  bankers,  issue  promissory  notes,  payable  to  the 
bearer,  to  the  extent  of  one  million,  reserving  in  their  dif- 
ferent coffers  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  to  answer  oc- 
casional demands.  There  would  remain,  therefore,  in  cir- 
culation, eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  gold  and  silver, 
and  a  million  of  bank  notes,  or  eighteen  hundred  thousand 
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ponndfl  of  paper  and  money  together.  But  the  annual 
produce  of  the  land  and  labor  of  the  country  had  before  re- 
quired one  million  to  circulate  and  distribute  it  to  its  proper 
consumers,  and  that  annual  produce  cannot  be  immediate- 
ly augm^ited  by  those  operations  of  banking.  One  mil- 
lion, therefore,  will  be  student  to  circulate  it  after  them. 
The  goods  to  be  bought  and  sold  being  precisely  the  same 
as  before,  the  same  quantity  of  money  will  be  sufficient  for 
buying  and  selling  them.  The  channel  of  circulation,  if  I 
may  be  allowed  such  an  expression,  will  remain  precisely 
the  same  as  before.  One  million  we  have  supposed  suffi- 
cient to  fill  that  channel.  Whatever,  therefore,  is  poured 
into  it  beyond  this  sum,  cannot  run  in  it,  but  must  over- 
flow. One  million  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  are 
poured  into  it  Bight  hundred  thousand  pounds,  therefore, 
must  overflow ;  that  sum  being  over  and  above  what  can  be 
employed  in  the  circulation  of  the  country.  Fut  although 
this  sum  cannot  be  employed  at  home,  it  is  too  valuable  to 
be  allowed  to  lie  idle.  It  will  therefore  he  sent  abroad, 
in  order  to  eeek  thai  profitable  employment  which  it  can- 
not find  at  home.  But  the  paper  cannot  go  abroad,  be- 
cause at  a  distance  from  the  banks  which  issue  it,  and  from 
the  country  in  which  payment  of  it  can  be  exacted  by  law, 
it  will  not  be  received  in  cMnmon  payments.  Gold  and 
sibfer,  therefore,  to  the  amount  of  eight  hundred  thousand 
pounde,  will  be  sent  abroad,  and  the  channel  of  home  dr- 
eulation  will  renunn  filled  with  a  million  of  paper,  in- 
stead of  the  million  of  those  metab  whieh  filkd  it  before,*^ 
That  the  issues  of  bank  paper  produce  the  necessity,  or  the 
supposed  necessity,  for  imposing  duties  upon  foreign  im- 
ports, by  raising  the  nominal  prices,  and  turning  the  bal- 
ance of  trade  against  us,  is  equally  susceptible  of  demon- 
stration. » 

Among  the  numerous  evil  tendencies  of  bank  issues,  that 
of  promoting  extravagant  gambling  speculations  is  not  the 
least.  Mr.  Raymond,  in  his  Elements  of  Political  Econo- 
my, vol.  2,  page  146,  says,  with  much  truth :  "  None  of 
the  great  and  substantial  departments  of  industry  can  be 
prosecuted  with  money  borrowed  at  bank  interest."  Agam, 
at  page  147:  «  Speculation  is  the  only  business  that  can 
be  followed  with  money  loaned  of  banks ;  and  hence  we 
always  find  that  speculation  is  most  rife  when  banks  are 
most  abundant,  and  when  they  deal  out  their  notes  the  most 
profusely.''  Again,  speaking  of  bank  loans,  and  speaking 
of  a  borrower  at  bank,  he  says :  <<  He  must  employ  it  in 
some  adventurous  speculation,  which,  if  successful,  will 
enable  him  to  pay  the  interest  and  leave  him  a  profit ;  but 
which,  if  unsuccessful,  may  bring  him  to  ruin.  Hence, 
wherever  banks  have  been  established  in  the  interior  of  the 
country,  and  the  farmers  and  planters  have  become  the 
principal  customers  of  the  bank,  they  have  generally  been 
ruined.  This  ever  has  and  ever  will  be  the  case,  so  long 
as  the  rate  of  rent  is  lower  than  the  rate  of  interest ;  and 
rent  in  all  countries  is  always  two  or  three  per  cent.  lower 
than  interest."  When  prices  rise,  which,  as  we  have  al- 
ready attempted  to  show,  is  inevitable  on  the  increase  of 
the  quantity  of  money,  without  an  increase  at  the  same 
time  of  value,  a  spirit,  a  fever  for  speculation^  is  created. 
Men  become  dissatisfied  with  the  gains  arising  from  regular 
and  steady  habits  of  industry,  and  indulge  in  dreams  of 
splendid  fortunes  to  be  amassed  in  an  easier  way,  by  draw- 
ing from  the  industxy  of  others,  in  speculation. 

Simon  Snyder,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  his  message  of  March,  1813,  returning  to  the  Senate  of 
that  State  a  bill,  with  his  objections,  very  justly  observes : 
•*The  establishment  of  twenty- five  new  banks,  dispersed 
all  over  the  State,  with  a  capital  of  $9,525,000,  would,  by 
the  readiness  to  give  credit,  invite  to  visionary  speculations, 
divert  men  from  useful  pursuits,  damp  the  ardor  of  indus- 
trious enterprise,  and  consequently  demoralize  the  commu- 
nity.*' In  his  message  the  next  year,  accompanied  with 
his  objections  to  another  bill  of  the  same  nature,  which  he 
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returned  to  the  Senate,  he  says:  *<I  cannot  divest  mysetf 
of  the  fear  that,  if  it  should  become  a  law,  it  would  tend 
only  to  enrich  the  wealthy  and  the  speculator,  while  it 
would,  in  various  forms,  heap  burdens  on  the  poor  and 
industrious.""  In  the  same  message  he  says:  «0n  the 
ground  of  principle,  generally,  I  may  confidently  say  that 
industry  is  the  only  permanent  source  of  wealth.  Ji  se- 
cures subsistence,  and  advances  our  interests  by  slow  yet 
sure  and  regular  gains,  and  is  the  best  preservative  of 
morals.  Not  so  speculation,  (which  this  bill  seems  to  in« 
vite;)  it  has  the  direct  contrary  effect:  depending  on  no 
fixed  principles,  it  opens  a  field  for  the  exercise  of  ingenu- 
ity, ever  on  Uie  alert  to  take  advantage  of  the  unwary  in 
accidental  variations  of  the  times.  The  success  of  the 
speculator  by  profession  tempts  the  farmer  or  mechanic  to 
forsake  his  accustomed  honest  pursuits.  Launched  on  the 
wild  ^a  of  speculation,  ever  exposed  to  deviations  from 
rectitude,  his  moral  principles  become  weakened,  and 
eventually  all  sense  of  commutative  justice  is  destroyed." 
The  last  bill  passed  by  two  thirds  of  both  Houses,  and 
became  a  law  against  the  veto  of  the  Governor ;  and  it  was 
found  that  it  led  to  all  the  extravagant  speculations  and 
pernicious  consequences  which  he  had  predicted.  It  wa« 
in  view,  no  doubt,  of  their  tendency  to  luxury,  extrava- 
gance and  inequalities,  that  Mr.  Jefierson,  in  his  letter  to 
the  publisher  of  Destutt  Tracy's  Treatise  on  Political 
Economy,  returning  thd  translation  to  him,  and  spring 
of  the  merits  of  the  work,  says :  «  By  diffusing  sound  prin- 
ciples of  political  economy,  it  will  protect  the  public  indus- 
try from  the  parasite  institutions  now  consuming  it,  and 
lead  us  to  that  just  and  regular  distribution  of  the  public 
burdens  from  which  we  have  sometimes  strayed." 

The  wealth  of  a  country  consists  in  its  industry  and 
means  of  promoting  and  stimulating  individual  enterprise. 
Speculators  produce  nothing;  they  are  the  drones  of  the 
bee-hive,  which  live  and  fatten  upon  the  labor  of  others. 
Every  citizen,  therefore,  who* is  invited  by  artificial  laws  to 
withdraw  from  the  walks  of  industry,  is  one  member  lost 
to  the  great  wealth  goid  happiness  producing  family,  and 
imposes  an  additional  burden  upon  those  who  remain,  be- 
sides lessening  their  motive  to  active  industry.  When  a 
large  portion  of  society  are  induced  into  speculation  instead 
of  working,  their  aid  is  not  only  lost  in  the  support  of  the 
Government,  so  as  to  increase  the  burden  upon  others  by 
that  loss,  but  the  rest  of  the  community  are  obliged  to 
support  them,  and  make  fortunes  for  them  besides.  They 
are  thus  a  charge  upon  community,  instead  of  contributing 
their  proportion  to  sustain  the  burden. 

One  of  the  most  extensive  evila  arising  from  the  banking 
system  is  the  fluctuation  in  all  branches  of  business  conse- 
quent upon  the  expansions  and  contractions  of  bank  issues. 
The  manufacture  of  paper  money  being  regulated  entirely 
by  those  whose  sole  object  is  their  owu  interest,  and  who 
are  under  no  political  responsibility,  and,  as  we  have  seen, 
very  little,  if  any,  moral  control,  is  liable  to  enlarge  or 
contract,  just  as  that  interest,  opposed  to  the  genersd  in* 
terest,  may  dictate.  The  banking  institutions  ef  tiiis  coun- 
try are  peculiarly  unfortunate  to  the  public  in  their  power 
to  produce  fluctuations  fi^m  their  expansions  and  contrac- 
tions of  issues.  They  have  no  individual  responsibility. 
A  bank  here  may  be  incorporated  of  ^e  most  wealthy 
citizens  as  stockholders,  and  yet  there  is  nothing  liable  but 
their  stock,  which  is  oflen  a  very  doubtful  security.  In 
this  respect  they  differ  from  the  baxiks  in  Scotiand,  the 
stockholders  of  which  are  under  an  unlimited  responsibility ; 
that  is,  each  stockholder  is  liable  in  his  whole  estate  for  the 
redemption  of  their  paper,  just  as  the  several  members  of  a 
partnership  firm.  The  stockholders,  under  such  responsi- 
bility, will,  of  course,  be  cautious  not  to  permit  a  greater 
amount  of  paper  to  be  issued  than  can  certainly  be  redeem** 
ed  without  risk  of  their  private  fortunes.  This  is  a  great 
security,  and  operates  as  a  powerful  check— «  check  act- 


154 


APPENDIX— aro  GoUb  Sf  SeatcrCs  Regiitcr. 


34th  CoKo.  2d  Skss.] 


Banking  Compames, 


ing  upon  moUves  of  private  interest  against  excessive  is- 
sues. 

The  banks  in  this  country  are  permitted  to  manufacture 
p^>er  for  the  small  circulation.  There  are  none  ef  the 
States  which  limit  the  banks  in  their  issue^to  a  larger 
minimum  than  $5,  and  many  of  them  authorize  those  of  as 
low  %denomination  as  $1.  In  some  of  the  States,  then, 
the  banks  are  permitted  to  furnish  the  entire  circulation 
above  the  denomination  of  $1,  which  is  nearly  the  same, 
in  effect,  as  supplying  the  entire  circulation.  Supplying 
of  the  small  circulation  has  a  most  powerful  influence  upon 
the  business  of  the  mass  of  community.  If  our  banking 
institutions  were  lijnited,  in  all  the  Stales,  to  the  issues 
of  notes  of  $100,  or  $60,  or  even  $20,  we  should  soon  see  a 
great  change  in  the  health  of  the  currency.  A  large  por- 
tion of  the  dealings  of  our  society  is  below  either  of  those 
sums;  and,  although  we  should  have  bank  notes  above 
them,  specie  would  of  course  flow  in  to  supply  the  place 
of  the  small  notes  below.  It  is  believed  that  half  the  deal- 
ings of  the  community  are  below  $50.  The  Bank  of 
England,  although  incorporated  in  1694,  had  never  issued 
any  notes  of  less  denomination  than  £20  (nearly  $100) 
until  1759;  and  its  whole  issues  up.  until  1780,  at  any 
one  time,  were  no  more  th^n  six  or  seven  millions  of 
pounds.  Until  after  that  time,  no  great  fluctuations  or 
consequent  bankruptcies  were  experienced.  Soon  after- 
wards, when  it  began  the  issues  of  £1  notes,  and  extend- 
ed its  issues,  embarrassment  and  fluctuations  took  place. 
The  first  which  we  have  seen  noticed  by  political  writers 
is  that  in  1783;  then  foUowed  by  that  of  1793,  1797, 
1816,  1819,  and  1825;  all  which  have  become  cele- 
brated in  the  history  of  the  politics  of  that  country ;  and, 
in  every  instance,  as  proved  by  Tooke,  Mushet,  Par- 
nell,  and  others,  it  was  preceded  first  by  an  extravagant 
expansion,  and  next  by  a  contraction  of  the  issues  of  the 
bank.  In  1797;  the  Bank  of  England  suspended  specie 
payments,  and  so  continued  to  refuse  the  redemption  of  its 
notes  with  specie  until  1822,  when  it  resumed  them  under 
an  act  of  Parliament  of  1819.  In  1829,  it  ceased  to  issue 
notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  £5,  (about  $24,)  and 
has  ao  continued  since.  In  this  respect,  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land is  not  so  objectionable  as  our  banking  institutions, 
and  its  issues  are  not  so  subject  to  fluctuations  as  ours,  nor 
so  injurious  to  small  dealers,  constituting  the  great  mass  of 
society.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  too,  that,  owing  to  the 
state  of  society  there,  $24  is  a  much  larger  sum,  compared 
with  other  commodities  and  labor,  than  here.  The  Bank 
of  England  is  the  .only  banking  institution  within  sixty- 
five  miles  of  London.  Beyond  that  distance  firom  London, 
there  are  a  great  number  of  joint  stock  companies,  which 
issue  notes  and  are  controlled  by  the  Bank  of  England. 

Your  committee  had  intended,  under  this  branch  of  in- 
quiry, to  present  in  some  detail  a  history  of  banking  in  the 
several  States,  with  a  view  of  showing  that,  in  proportion 
to  the  extent  of  the  issues  of  bank  paper  beyond  their  spe- 
cie capital  was  the  rise  in  prices ;  that  this  was  necessarily 
followed  by  a  contraction  of  issues,  and  in  that  proportion 
was  the  fall  of  the  prices  of  all  other  commodities.  We 
are  not  without  abundant  historical  facts  on  this  subject,  to 
be  derived  firom  our  periodicals  and  public  journals.  The 
history  of  our  political  economy  will  show,  very  conclusive- 
ly, that  every  instance  of  great  rise  in  prices  followed  ex- 
cessive bank  issues  and  speculation,  and  over-trading  the 
consequence ;  that  in  proportion  to  the  suddenness  and  ra- 
pidity of  the  rise  from  the  expansions  of  bank  issues  was 
the  consequent  contraction  of  discounts  and  the  fall  of  pri- 
ces. But  they  feared  that  their  remarks  had  already  ex- 
tended in  length  beyond  any  interest  they  could  give  to  tlie 
subject,  and  therefore  have  omitted  it,  believing  it  to  be 
more  important  to  present  principles  in  a  brief  form  than  to 
burden  their  report  with  details  of  facts  and  figures,  which 
might  weary  rather  than  elicit  any  interest. 


From  w|iat  has  preceded,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  object 
of  your  committee  has  been  to  prove  that  the  baiddng  sys- 
tem in  this  country  is  subject  to  many  and  grave  obje^onsi, 
arising  mainly  firom  the  banking  institutions  being  incor- 
porated bodies,  with  exclusive  privileges,  and  under  a  lim- 
ited responsibility — little  better  than  none ;  and  their  being 
authorized  to  issue  bank  paper  to  supply  even  the  small  cir- 
culation, to  the  amount  of  twice,  thrice,  or  quadrui^e,  their 
speciew^apital ;  thus  invading  the  high  sovereign  power  of 
regulating  the  measure  of  value,  which  is  only  safely  in> 
trusted  to  the  Government,  administered  by  those  who  arc 
responsible  to  the  people.  Who  would  be  willing  to  in- 
trust in  the  hands  of  an  irresponsible  corporation  the  pow- 
er of  adulterating  the  coin  with  alloy,  as  might  beat  soil 
their  interests,  and  withdrawing  that  alloy  in  the  same  way  1 
And  what  difference  is  there  between  adulterating  the  coin 
at  their  pleasure,  and  decreasing  and  enhancing  the  value 
of  the  mass  of  circulation,  by  withdrawing  and  iacoing  bank 
notes  as  they  please  I  What  fanner  would  not  be  startled 
at  a  proposition  to  intrust  corporations  with  tho  power  of 
regulating  the  weights  and  measures  of  commodities  ia 
which  he  dealt,  so  as  to  measure  -his  wheat  with  a  large 
bushel  measure  when  the;  wished  to  buy,  and  a  email  one 
when  they  wished  to  sell ;  .to  measure  his  butter  wUh  a 
large  pound  weight  when  they  wished  to  purchsuse,  and  a 
small  one  when  they  wished  to  dispose  of  the  same  artide  1 
And  what  difference  is  there  between  controlling  the  meas- 
ure of  value  and  that  of  weight  or  measure?  Who 
would  be  willing  that  the  potrer  of  levying  taxes  lor  the 
support  of  Government  should  be  delegated  to  corporations^ 
whose  proceedings  were  only  known  to  a  few  who  managed 
them  1  And  yet  we  submit  to  their  power  of  imposing 
taxes  much  heavier,  to  support  theni'^tves,  and  grow  ri^ 
at  the  expense  of  the  people.  The  regulating  and  control- 
ling the  currency  is  as  necessarily  an  act  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  any  other  act  of  sovereignty,  and  should  be  exer- 
cised by  the  same  authority. 

Mr.  Tookc,  in  his  Treatise  on  Currency,  page  125,  jasfe- 
ly  remarks :  *<  Next  to  the  administration  of  the  State,  there 
is  no  administration  of  any  ofiicer  so  inunediately  and  ex* 
tonsively  affecting  the  interests  of  the  community  as  that 
which  is  intrusted  to  the  persons  [the  bank  directors]  who 
are  invested  with  the  privilege  of  issuing  paper  money  ;  and 
who,  by  the  manner  in  which  they  exercise  that  privilege, 
have  it  in  their  power  to  produce  great  changes  in  the  prop- 
erty and  condition  of  every  individual  in  the  kingdom. 
No  man,  or  set  of  men,  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  in- 
trusted with  that  privilege.'*  It  was  in  view,  no  doubt,  of 
the  exercise  of  this  high  prerogative  of  sovereign  power  bv 
the  banks  here,  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  other  enlightened 
patriots,  spoke  in  such  strong  terms  against  the  system,  as 
being  an  aristocracy  of  a  dangerous  tendency  and  charac- 
ter. Mr.  Jefferson,  in  a  letter  to  John  N.  Eppes,  (4th  vol. 
Mem.  201,)  says:  <<  Private  fortunes,  in  the  present  state 
of  our  circulation,  are  at  the  mercy  of  those  sctf-created 
money-lenders,  and  are  prostrated  by  the  floods  of  nominal 
money  with  which  their  avarice  delugea  us."  Again,  on 
another  occasion,  he  says :  **  The  hank  mama  is  one  of 
the  most  threatening  of  these  imitetions  [of  England ;]  it 
is  raising  up  a  moneyed  aristocracy  in  our  country,  which 
has  already  set  the  Government  at  defiance ;  and  although 
/breed  to  yield  a  little  on  the  first  essay  of  their  strength, 
their  principles  are  unyielded  and  unyielding.  They  have 
taken  deep  root  in  that  class  from  which  our  legislators  are 
drawn ;  and  the  sop  of  Cerberus,  from  fable,  has  become 
history.  Their  principles  take  hold  of  the  good,  their  pdf 
of  the  bad ;  and  thus  those  whom  the  constitution  has  placed 
as  guards  to  its  portals  are  sophisticated  or  suborned  from 
their  duties.  That  paper  money  has  some  advantages  must 
be  admitted,  but  its  abuses  are  also  inveterate ;  and  that  it, 
by  breaking  up  the  measure  of  value,  makes  a  lottery  uf  all 
private  property,  cannot  be  denied.*' 
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John  Taylor,  in  his  Inquiry  into  the  Principles  and  Pol- 
icy of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  page  291, 
compares  the  hanking  system  to  the  feudal  system  of  Great 
Britain,  and  says :  <*  Had  banking  been  called  a  *  paper 
feudal  system,'  and  had  the  barons  proposed  to  take  it  by 
that  denomination  as  a  reimbursement  for  their  abolished 
tenures,  it  might  have  been  ftirly  weighed  against  the  land- 
ed feudal  system,  to  estimate  the  effects  of  the  exchange." 
Mirabeau  once  forcibly  remarked,  '<  All  paper  mot^  is  a 
phrenty  of  despotism  run  mad,** 

Your  committee  come  now  to  the  third  inquiry  proposed, 
which  was, 

What  remedy  can  be  provided  against  the  evils  arising 
from  our  banking  system  ? 

It  is  generally  much  easier  to  point  out  evils  ^lan  it  is 
to  provide  remedies ;  and  so  it  is,  perhaps,  in  the  subject 
under  consideration.  It  would  not  be  difScult  to  point  to 
a  remedy  if  all  would  agree  to  it,  so  as  to  carry  it  into  ef- 
fect ;  but  pn  a  subject  so  complicated,  and  of  so  deep  im- 
portance, it  could  hardly  be  expected  that  there  would  not 
be  some  conflict  of  opinion. 

It  would  be  premature,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
to  undertake  at  present  the  passage  of  any  specific  pro- 
vision until  the  subject  shall  be  discussed  and  fully  delib- 
erated upon  by  the  people.  It  would  be  particularly  un- 
advised to  propose  and  discuss  any^  constitutional  provision 
of  so  much  importance  at  a  short  session  of  Congress. 

Your  committee  have,  therefore,  thought  proper  to  con- 
tent themselves  with  presenting  some  of  the  various  sug- 
gestions which  have  been  occasionally  made  by  men  whose 
ojHnions  are  entitled  to  consideration,  and  submitting  a 
proposition,  not  with  a  view  of  any  legislative  action  at  the 
present  time,  but  that  it  may  go  before  the  people,  to  delib- 
erate upon  it,  discuss  its  merits,  and  suggest  such  modifi- 
cations as  they  may  think  best.  They  do  not  pretend  to 
decide  that  the  proposition  they  submit  is  perfect,  or  that 
it  is  the  best  that  could  be  proposed ;  but  in  order  that  some- 
thing tangible  may  be  thrown  out,  they  have  chosen  to  pre- 
sent the  broadest  proposition  of  which  the  subject  is  sus- 
ceptible. 

Mr.  Jefferson  seemed  to  entertain  the  opinion  that  an 
easier  way  of  effecting  a  remedy  should  be  sought  than  the 
formality  required  in  the  constitution  for  its  amendment. 
He  did  not  raise  any  other  objection  to  a  constitutional 
amendment  than  the  difficulty  of  succeeding  in  obtaining 
it.  In  the  4th  vol.  of  Mem.,  page  220,  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Eppes,  already  quoted,  after  commenting  upon  the  evils 
arising  out  of  our  banking  system,  he  says :  «  But  no  rem- 
edy is  ever  lo  be  expected  while  it  rests  with  the  State  Le- 
gislatures. Personal  motives  can  be  excited  through  so 
many  avenues  to  their  will,  that  in  their  hands  it  will  go 
on  from  bad  to  worse,  until  the  catastrophe  overwhelms  us. 
I  still  believe,  however,  that,  on  proper  representations  of 
the  subject,  a  great  proportion  of  these  Legislatures  would 
cede  to  Congress  their  power  of  establishing  banks,  saving 
the  charter  rights  already  granted.  And  this  should  be 
asked,  not  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  constitution,  be- 
cause until  three  fourths  should  consent  nothing  could  be 
done ;  but  accepted  from  them,  one  by  one,  singly,  as  their 
consent  might  be  obtained."  The  principle  he  advances 
if  predicated  on  the  ground  that  the  incorporation  of  bank- 
ing companies  for  the  circulation  of  notes  is  pernicious,  but 
doubts  whether  three  fourths  of  the  States  would  surrender  ; 
and  therefore,  and  for  that  reason  only,  suggests  that  the 
proposition  should  be  made  to  the  States  singly,  to  cede 
their  power  of  authorizing  companies  to  issue  notes  of  cir- 
cntaiion.  It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  who 
was  always  well  known  to  be  opposed  to  a  United  States 
Bank,  intended  to  convey  the  idea,  by  the  State  Legisla- 
ture ceding  to  Congress  their  power  of  establishing  banks, 
which  he  speaks  of,  that  it  should  be  done  in  such  a  man- 
ner and  to  such  extent  as  to  enable  Congress  to  establish 


similar  institutions,  with  the  same  power  of  circulating  theh* 
paper,  and  controlling  and  depreciating  the  currency,  as  the 
Sute  banks  or  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes. 

Mr.  Raymond,  in  his  first  volume  of  Political  Economy, 
page  252,  proposes  that  <*  Government  manufacture  a  paper 
currency  in  the  form  of  our  present  bank  notes,  payable  in 
specie  on  demand  at  the  Treasury,  or  at  such  other  ^aces 
as  the  convenience  of  the  Government  and  the  public  may 
justify."  In  his  second  volume  of  the  same  work,  he  says; 
<<  Let  it  [the  Government]  take  into  its  own  hands  the  en- 
graving and  manufacturing  of  bank  notes,  all  except  the 
signatures,  and  establish  a  mint,  and  appoint  officers,  under 
proper  responsibilities,  for  that  purpose."  He  is  not  expli- 
cit in  his  proposition  as  to  the  power  of  the  Government  to 
take  into  its  bands  either  the  issuing  the  notes  or  manu« 
facturing  the  paper  under  its  control,  to  be  issued  by  such 
officers  as  he  speaks  of.  It  may  well  be  doubted  if  the 
National  Government  possesses  any  such  power  under  the 
present  provisions  of  the  constitution.  If  it  does  not,  it 
could  not  obtain  it  in  any  way  but  by  an  amendment  in 
the  mode  provided  in  the  constitution  itself;  and  it  may 
well  be  questioned  if  it  would  be  sound  policy  to  provide 
an  amendment  conferring  such  power  on  the  Nation^ 
Government.  Some  have  proposed  such  an  amendment 
of  the  national  constitution,  providing  that  the  banking 
incorporations  in  the  States  shall  be  gnraded,  so  that  those 
of  large  capital  may  be  liinited  to  notes  above  one  hundred 
or  five  hundred  doUars,  and  those  of  smaller  capital  to  the 
issue  of  notes  of  still  smaller  denomination,  but  that  none 
should  issue  notes  of  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars. 
If  such  a  constitutional  amendment  were  agreed  to  by  the 
States,  your  committee  entertain  no  doubt  whatever  that 
that  it  would  tend  much  to  purify  the  currency,  if  it  could 
be  enforced ;  but  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  provide 
against  its  evasion,  and  the  corrective  of  its  violation  must 
necessarily  be  left  with  the  State  Legislatures.  -  Others, 
again,  have  suggested  the  propriety  of  amending  the  con- 
stitution in  such  manner  as  that  no  State  incorporate 
banking  institutions  with  power  to  issue  notes  beyond  the 
amount  of  specie  capital  in  their  vaults.  If  such  a  proviso 
ion  could  be  carried  into  effect,  it  is  believed  the  work  of 
reform  in  the  banking  system  would  be  accomplished.  But 
little  mischief,  and  much  good,  might  flow  from  a  system 
carried  out  on  that  principle.  The  great  evils  arising 
from  the  present  systems  spring  from  the  power  which  the 
banks  eitlier  possess  or  usurp,  of  extending  their  issues  hx 
beyond  the  amount  of  specie  they  have,  and  thus  deprecia- 
ting the  whole  circulating  medium.  The  difficulty,  how- 
ever, would  be  to  prevent  evasion  of  such  a  provision. 
We  have  seen  in  the  case  of  the  Sutton  Bank,  pieced  un- 
der the  immediate  control  of  the  law  of  its  creation  and  ex- 
istence, a  glaring  evasion  of  its  clear  and  undoubted  pro- 
visions, by  the  commission  of  a  base  fraud  and  falsehood. 
The  more  remote  restraint  of  the  federal  constitution  would 
be  much  more  liable  to  evasion  in  the  same  way,  and 
much  more  difficult  to  be  applied  as  a  corrective,  than  an 
act  of  the  State  Legislature. 

Gabriel  Slaughter,  Governor  of  Kentucky,  in  his  mes- 
sage to  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  in  1818,  holds  the 
following  language :  <*  I  am  indeed  ready  to  confess,  be- 
fore my  countrymen,  that  my  sentiments,  or  perhaps  pre- 
judices, ever  hffve  been,  and  still  are,  strongly  against  the 
banking  system.  I  have  ever  viewed  these  moneyed  cor- 
porations with  jealousy.  I  consider  the  corporate  powers 
and  privileges  conferred  on  them  as  so  much  taken  from 
the  power  of  the  people,  and  a  contrivance  to  rear  up  in 
the  country  a  moneyed  aristocracy.  Money  is  power,  in 
whatever  hands  it  Is  placed ;  butnt  is  less  dangerous  when 
divided  among  individuals,  than  when  combined  and  or- 
ganized in  the  form  of  banks.  In  veun  did  the  American 
people,  during  their  struggles  for  liberty  and  independence, 
destroy  the  landed  aristocracy  then  existing  under  the  law 
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authorizing  estates  to  be  entailed,  if  a  moneyed  aristocracy 
is  to  be  substituted.  Instead  of  havii^  our  National  and 
State  Legislatures  filled  with  men  representing  the  feelings 
and  interests  of  the  great  agricultural  class  of  the  commu- 
nity, I  fear  we  shall  see  these  banking  aristocracies  greatly 
preponderate  on  the  legislative  floor.  I  must  ever  be  op- 
posed to  any  system  of  policy  which,  independent  of  its 
pernicioua  and  corrupting  influence  in  other  respects, 
tends  to  diminish,  if  not  to  destroy,  the  weight  and  influ- 
ence of  the  farming  interest,  upon  whose  virtue  and  inde- 
pendence the  duration  of  our  free  institutions  so  essentially 
depends. 

**  While  this  system  exists  in  other  States,  Kentucky 
can  do  little  to  rescue  the  country  from  the  evil  and  anti- 
republican  tendencies  of  these  moneyed  corporations.  Let 
us,  therefore,  invite  a  co-operation  in  some  plan,  coexten- 
sive with  the  Union,  to  redeem  this  young  and  rising  re- 
public from  the  misdiief  and  dangers  of  this  paper  system, 
before  it  is  too  late.  If  permitted  to  progress  and  inter- 
weave itself  with  sll  the  interests  and  concerns  of  society, 
it  may,  in  a  more  advanced  and  dense  state  of  our  popula- 
tion, explode  in  a  convulsion  of  the  Government.  The 
4iM>*e»  it  is  true,  has  taken  deep  root ;  but  the  American 
republic  is  young,  and,  by  a  vigorous  and  determined  ef- 
fort, may,  in  a  &w  years,  exterminate  it.  Some  time  may 
be  necessary  to  enable  these  institutions  to  wind  up.  To 
e£fect  so  desirable  an  object,  I  would  recommend  to  the 
Legislature  to  propose  an  amendment  to  the  federal  con- 
stitution, providing  that,  after  a  certain  period,  no  incor- 
porated bank  should  Bxist  in  the  United  States ;  or  if  this 
ahould  be  thought  going  too  far,  and  banks  in  any  shape, 
or  to  any  extent,  are  useful  and  necessary,  let  the  banking 
powers  be  limited,  and  the  system  so  regulated  and  restrict- 
ed, aa  to  secure  the  community  against  the  wide-spread 
ruin  and  mischief  with  which  we  are  threatened."  Reso- 
lutions were  offered  in  the  Legislature  of  that  State  on  the 
4tli  of  January,  1819,  in  accordance  with  the  sentiments 
of  Governor  Slaughter,  but  never  carried  out  any  further. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  evils  arising  from  a  vicious  bank- 
ing system,  grown  up  under  the  legisfation  of  States  con- 
federated as  Uie  United  States  are,  cannot  be  remedied  but 
through  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  itself.  No  one 
single  State  ean  act  efficiently,  without  the  co-operation 
of  others.  However  fallacious  the  argument  may  be,  the 
excessive  issues  of  bank  paper  in  one  State  are  used  to  in- 
duce others  to  either  engage  or  continue  in  the  same  error. 
One  will  not  seek  to  correct  it,  lest  another  may  not ;  and 
thus,  what  perhaps  all  would  cordially  and  cheerfully 
agree  to,  acting  together,  no  one  will  commence  alone. 
While  the  banks  of  one  State  issue  notes  to  the  amount  of 
$3  or  $A  for  one  of  specie,  those  of  others  issue  $S  ox  $9. 
While  some  banks  in  the  same  State  issue  $2  or  $3  in  pa- 
per for  one  of  specie,  others  issue  $5,  $6,  or  $8  for  one ; 
BO  that  we  have  not  only,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Madison, 
quoted,  **  as  many  currencies  as  States,"  but  nearly  as 
many  currencies  as  banks.  Let  not  this  be  used  as  an  ar- 
gument for  a  national  bank.  Such  an  institution,  based 
on  the  principle  of  manufacturing  paper  money,  is  calcula- 
ted rather  to  augment  than  remedy  the  evil. 

Your  committee  respectfully  suggest  whether  it  be  not 
more  appropriate,  as  well  as  more  practicable,  in  adopting 
an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  to  provide  against  the 
kind  or  nature  of  institution,  rather  than  the  extent  or  inode 
of  operations  of  any  particular  kind  of  institution  ;  whether, 
for  example,  it  would  not  more  comport  with  the  nature  of 
a  constitutional  provision,  that  no  State  shall  incorporate  a 
bank  of  circulation,  than  that  it  shall  incorporate  no  bank 
Authorized  to  issue  notes  beyond  a  certain  amount  propor- 
tionate to  its  capital,  or  notes  below  a  certain  denomina- 
tion. They  have,  therefore,  thought  proper,  on  full  and 
deliberate  consideration  of  the  whole  subject,  as  far  as  they 
have  been  able  to  investigate  it,  to  submit  the  broadest 


I  proposition  of  an  amendment  to  the  conttitQtion,  that  no 
State  shall  authorize  any  company  or  individuals  to  issue 
notes  for  circulation  as  bank  notes.  They  do  this,  not 
with  a  view  to  the  immediate  action  of  Congrass,  whidi 
they  deem  at  present  as  inexpedient  and  prcmaiure ;  but 
that  some  proposition  may  be  thrown  out  in  a  tangibie 
shape  before  the  people,  for  their  diseuasion  and  delibe- 
ration, shouki  they  feel  that  the  subject  is  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance ifi  enlist  their  attention. 

Is  there  any  thing  unreasonable  in  the  proposition  1  It 
is  calculated  to  meet  precisely  the  evils  now,  which  were 
met  by  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  then,  aa  it  waf 
then  adopted  and  now  stands.  Are  the  States  leas  patri- 
otic, less  disposed  to  yield  to  each  other  for  the  good  of 
the  wh(4e,  than  they  were  fifty  years  ago  1  WouM  not 
such  a  mutual  concession  of  all  promote  the  advantage  and 
interest  of  each  1  If  money  would  be  scarcer,  it  would  be 
proportionately  better,  and  uniformly  and  permanently  the 
same.  We  have  now  in  the  United  States  #140,301,088 
of  paper  money  in  circulation,  and  about  #30,000,000  of 
specie,  or  five  and  a  half  paper  dollars  for  one  of  specie,  ia 
circulation;  and  about  #40,000,000  specie  in  the  banks, 
making  about  one  specie  doUar,  in  all,  for  three  of  paper.  On 
the  adoption  of  such  an  amendment  as  suggested,  the  banks 
would  gradually  cease  as  their  charters  exjnred,  and  the 
transition  from  a  paper  manufactured  cuxTency»  subject  to 
constant  fluctuations  and  panics,  to  a  steady  and  unifona 
standard  of  value,  would  be  so  slow  and  gradual,  that  it 
would  not  be  felt  to  the  same  extent  as  has  often  been  done 
by  a  sudden  contraction  of  bank  issues,  after  an  excessive 
stimulus  given  by  an  expansion. 

Your  committee  cannot  close  this  report  without  dis- 
charging a  further  duty  to  the  memorialists.  They  have 
been  assailed,  both  in  Congress  and  out  of  it,  as  aiming  to 
place  the  States  under  the  control  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment, as  though  it  were  a  great  advantage  to  the  Stales  to 
have  their  citizens  taxed  for  the  support  of  bankers  and 
speculators.  They  have  been  charged  as  a  deacripUoa  of 
dieorganizers,  seeking  to  overturn  the  Stale  Government^ 
and  concentrating  all  power  in  the  Federal  Govenunent. 
This  charge  has  been  made,  too,  by  advocates  of  the  doc- 
trine that  Congress  have  a  right  to  establish  a  national 
bank.  Your  committee  see  no  foundation  for  the  bittemess 
that  has  been  manifested  towards  them.  They  have,  as 
they  had  an  undoubted  right,  sent  their  memorials,  sug- 
gesting tf  Congress  the  consideration  of  a  grave  and  im- 
portant question  of  general  concern,  couched^  in  appropri- 
ate and  respectful  language,  and  under  circumstances 
which  exclude  all  possible  idea  of  selfish  or  sinister  mo- 
tives. They  are  respectable  and  intelligent  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  suggest  the  consideration  of  their  views 
precisely  in  the  way  pointed  out  by  the  conatitution  under 
which  we  all  live.  If  a  citizen  of  this  Union  con- 
ceives he  has  a  claim  upon  the  Government,  and  prefers  his 
petition,  it  is  respectfully  received  and  considered,  whether 
his  claim  is  founded  in  error  or  not,  although  he  has  a 
direct  and  personal  interest.  How  much  more  is  the  me* 
morial  of  citizens,  on  a  subject  of  general  interest,  entitled 
to  respect !  The  suggestion  they  make  is  not  new.  It 
has  been  made  by  as  wise  and  as  good  men  as  any  by  whom 
they  have  been  assailed  here  and  elsewhere. 

The  spirit  of  inquiry  is  the  life  of  republican  Govern- 
ments, and  should  be  rather  promoted  than  discouraged, 
even  if  the  sentiments  advanced  at  the  start  are  mistaken  or 
erroneous.  Whenever  that  is  attempted  to  be  stifled  or 
hushed  to  silence  by  misrepresentation,  persecution,  or 
other  weapons  than  those  of  reason  and  argument,  it  is  a 
sure  indication  of  some  lurking  tyranny  that  fears  the  light, 
suspicious  or  self-conscious  of  the  defective  tcaaure  by  which 
it  rules. 

With  these  remarks,  and  with  the  purpose  before  indica- 
ted, your  committee  submit  the  following  joint  resohuion : 
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Agent  of  Deponie  Banks, 


[24th  Goiro.  3d  8sn. 


Rttohtd  hy  thfi  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repreeeniatives  of 
the  United  Staiee  of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 
That  the  following  ameadment  to  the  conetitntion  of  the 
United  States  be  submitted  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States^  fi>r  their  ratification,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of 
the  fifth  article  of  the  constitution : 

<<  No  State  shall  authorize  any  incorporated  company  to 
issue  any  bank  note,  or  other  paper,  for  circulation." 


AGENT  OF   BEPOSITB  BANKS. 

House  of  Kspkbssvtatitxs,  Mabcd  I,  1837. 
Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  from  the  select  committee  to 

which  the  subject  Jiad  been  referred,  made  the  following 

report  : 

The  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  directing  them  to 
inquire  <<  whether  the  several  banks  employed  for  the  de- 
posits of  the  public  money  have  ail  or  any  of  them,  by 
joint  or  several  contract,  employed  an  agent  to  reside  at 
the  sent  of  Government,  to  transact  their  business  at  the 
Treasury  Department ;  what  is  the  character  of  the  busi- 
ness which  he  is  so  employed  to  transact,  and  what  com- 
pensation he  receives ;  whether  such  agent,  if  there  be  one, 
has  been  employed  at  the  request  or  through  the  procure- 
ment of  the  Treasury  Department ;  whether  the  business 
of  the  Treasury  Department  with  said  banks  is  conducted 
through  said  agent ;  and  whether,  in  the  transaction  of  any 
business  confided  to  said  agent,  he  receives  any  compen- 
sation frem  the  Treasuiy  Department,"  has  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  respectfully  report : 

That,  in  making  the  inquiries  committed  to  its  charge, 
the  committee  has  been  compelled  to  encounter  many 
questions  of  power  and  discretion  of  a  most  delicate  and 
embarrassing  nature;  delicate,  as  sometimes  encroaching 
upon  the  precincts  of  private  reputation  and  private  trans- 
actions ;  embarrassing  as  to  the  line  of  privacy  and  confi- 
dence beyond  which  the  committee  could  not  pass  without 
violating  private  rights  and  private  confidence.  The  first 
of  these  grew  out  of  the  protest  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney, 
a  witness  summoned  before  the  committee  to  testify,  (see 
journal,  p.  67,)  against  the  requirement  of  the  committee 
in  the  resolution  of  the  7th  of  January  last,  found  in  the 
4th  page  of  the  journal,  and  the  powers  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  make  the  examination,  as  directed  in 
the  resolution  organizing  the  committee,  and  directing  its 
inquiries.  It  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  committee  to  enter 
into  a  long  or  detailed  answer  to  said  protest ;  they  have 
not  time,  if  ihey  were  disposed,  nor  is  it  necessary  to  do  so. 
A9  relates  to  the  resolution  of  the  committee,  the  whole 
argument  of  the  protest  is  based  upon  the  idea  that  the 
committee  has  asserted  a  claim  of  power,  in  compelling 
the  prodoetion  of  private  papers,  and  in  examining  into 
private  transactions,  which  it  has  not  done ;  the  resolution 
is  general,  and  calls  for  no  specific  paper ;  it  calls  generally 
for  such  papers,  6cc,  as  may  refer  to,  and  shed  light  upon, 
the  inquiries  directed  by  the  House.  The  committee,  j'n 
adopting  this  resolution,  made  it  general,  because  they  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  particular  character  of  the  papers  held 
by  the  witness,  whether  they  were  of  a  purely  private  or 
public  character,  and  could  not,  therefore,  designate  any 
particular  paper  for  which  to  make  a  call;  and  because 
they  thought  it  due  to  the  witness  himself  that  he  might 
have  the  opportunity  of  producing  such  papers  of  a  private 
character  as  he  might  deem  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
explanation,  if  such  explanation  should  be  deemed  neces- 
aary  by  him.  Immediately  following  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  referred  to,,  the  committee  made  an  express  res- 
ervation of  the  question,  what  papers  they  would  or 
would  not  compel  the  production  of,  until  the  witness 
had  determined,  for  himself,  which  he  would  or  would 


not  produce,  having  reference  to  the  necessity  of  explana- 
tion as  affecting  himself.  The  reservation  is  in  these 
words:  «To  tl^  adoption  of  the  foregoing  resolution 
Mr.  Martin  objected,  upon  the  ground  that  he  doubted  the 
power  of  the  committee,  upon  the  showing  then  before 
them,  to  require  the  production  of  all  the  pap^s  therein 
required  ;  and  moved  for  a  division  of  the  resolution,  so  as 
to*  take  the  question  upon  ordering  the  subpceua  fer  Mr. 
R.  M.  Whitney,  and  the  subpoena  duces  tecum  to  him 
separately ;  which  motion  was  withdrawn,  upon  the  under- 
standing with  the  committee,  generally,  that  the  question 
of  power  to  enforce  the  command,  i^  objected  to  by  Mr. 
Whitnev,  to  whom  the  subpoena  duces  is  directed,  is  re- 
served.' The  committee  has  not,  in  a  single  instance, 
attempted  to  enforce  the  production  of  any  paper  objected 
to  by  the  witness.  As  to  the  question  whether  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  ^the  power  to  direct  the  inquiries 
contained  in  the  resolution  organizing  the  committee,  it  is 
not  deemed  necessary  to  make  any  remark.  In  adopting 
the  resolution,  it  is  to  be  presumed  the  House  well  under- 
stood its  power  and  its  duty,  and  did  not  hastily  institute 
inquiries  beyond  the  reach  of  one  or  the  other.  The  com- 
mittee does  not  claim  for  the  House,  or  itself,  the  power 
to  compel  the  depoeite  banks  to  expose  their  private  con* 
eems  or  private  transactions  to  the  scrutiny  of  the  com- 
mittee, nor  has  the  committee,  in  any  instance,  demanded 
such  exposure.  Yet,  while  the  committee  ^does  not  as- 
sert any  such  claim  of  power,  it  holds  it  decidedly  within 
the  power  of  Congress  to  ascertain,  by  other  competent 
and  legal  testimony,  any  of  the  transactions  of  the  deposite 
banks  which  are  calculated  to  affect  the  safety  of  the  pub- 
lic funds,  and  to  render  some  action,  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress, necessary  for  their  security. 

The  second  grew  out  of  the  propriety  and  effect  of  many 
interrogatories  which  the  committee  did  not  object  to,  ur 
permitted  to  be  propounded  to  various  witnesses,  afieeting, 
as  they  might  do,  purely  private  transactions  and  private 
reputation.  In  this  state  of  difiliculty,  it  was  thought  best^ 
and  most  comporting  with  justice  to  the  witnesses  them- 
selves, to  permit  the  inquiries  to  be  made,  and  in  every 
case  leave  the  witness  to  determine  for  himself  whether  he 
would  answer  or  not,  as  the  committee  could  not  upon  all 
occasions  determine  how  far  the  witness  might  desire  to 
answer  for  the  purpose  of  explanation,  as  before  remarked. 
The  committee  doefi'not  deem  it  proper  to  conclude  that^ 
because  a  witness  might  refuse  to  answer  what  would  in 
his  estimation  be  a  breach  of  confidence,  the  refusal  ought 
to  involve  even  a  suspicion  of  guilt ;  if  this  were  the  case, 
the  rule  of  legal  and  social  propriety,  which  protects  from 
scrutiny,  by  any  tribunal,  a  man's  private  and  confidential 
transactions,  would  be  but  a  snare  to  deceive  ignorant  and 
entrap  the  unwary.  The  committee  could  not  upon  all 
occasions,  when  questions  were  proposed  seemingly  irrele- 
vant, determine  to  what  relevancy  a  train  of  interrogatory 
based  upon  it  might  lead  ;  and  could  not,  therefore,  with 
propriety,  withhold  many  interrogatories  of  that  character 
which  were  propounded.  The  committee  attempted  to 
shape  its  course,  under  these  delicate  and  embarrassing 
circumstances,  by  a  just  regard  to  the  public  interest  and 
the  private  rights  and  reputation  of  individuals ;  if,  in  doing 
so,  they  have  erred,  th^  did  so  from  motives  any  other 
than  a  disposition  to  become  inquisitors  of  private  character 
or  private  business. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  directs  the  committee  to 
make  several  inquiries,  to  which  they  will  proceed  to  re- 
spond in  the  order  of  the  resolution. 

The  first  inquiry  directed  to  be  made  is,  *'  W/iether  the 
several  banks  employed  for  the  deposite  of  the  public  mon^ 
ey  have  aU,  or  any  of  tnem,  by  joint  or  several  contract, 
employed  an  agent  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Government, 
to  transact  their  business  at  the  Treasury  Department  J* 
The  evidence  before  the  committee,  of  the  Hon.  Levi 
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Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  many  of  the 
officers  of  several  of  the  deposite  banks,  proves  that  several 
'  of  the  deposite  banks  have,  by  separate  contract,  appointed 
an  agent  to  reside,  and  who  does  reside,  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
eminent,  charged  with  the  duties  of  a  corresponding  agent 
of  the  banks  by  which  he  is  employed ;  but  it  docs  not 
appear  that  he  is  clothed  by  these  banks  with  any  authority 
whatever  to  transact  their  busuiess  with  or  at  the  Treasu- 
ry Department;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  proved,  by  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Woodbury,  Mr.  Whitney,  several  clerks  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  officers  of  the  various 
deposite  banks,  that  iSie  agent  has  no  such  authority.  For 
the  correctness  of  this  conclusion,  the  committee  refers  to 
the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  11th 
January  last,  to  their  resolution  of  the  7th  of  the  same 
month,  on  the  4th  page  of  the  journal,  and  his  parole  ex- 
amination ;  to  the  testimony  of  McCIintock  Young,  page 
96,  8d  paragraph  of  his  answer  to  the  Ist  interrogatory  ;  of 
James  Howard,  president,  and  James  L.  Hawkins,  cashier, 
of  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Baltimore,  page  130,  in  which 
they  say :  <<  Tfte  entire  business  of  the  bank  with  thai 
Department  has  uniformly  been  transacted  by  its  presi- 
dent or  cashier,  directly  with  the  Secretary  at  the  head  of 
the  Department,  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  or 
one  of  the  legally  constituted  officers  of  that  Department.*^ 
The  testimony  of  Hugh  W.  Evans,  president,  and  Robert 
Mickle,  cashier,  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Maryland  ;  in  their 
1st  and  36th  answers,  page  132  and  133,  they  say :  «  The 
Union  Bank  of  Maryland  has  never  employed  any  agents 
to  transact  business  with  the  Treasury  Department,  having 
always  corresponded  directly  with  it,  touching  its  employ- 
ment as  a  deposite  bank. "  The  testimony  of  James  Schott, 
president  of  the  Girard  Bank,  of  Philadelphia ;  on  journal, 
page  150,  he  says :  <<  He  is  vested  with  no  authority  what- 
ever to  act  on  any  subject,  or  on  any  occasion,  on  behalf 
of  the  bank,  in  relation  to  its  business."  The  testimony 
of  WilUam  D.  Lewis,  cashier  of  said  bank ;  on  journal, 
page  162,  he  says :  «  So  far  as  the  Girard  Bank  is  con- 
cerned, it  has  no  agent  at  the  seat  of  Government,  with  the 
powers  alluded  to.  The  whole  of  the  business  of  the  bank 
with  the  Treasury  Department,  since  it  has  been  a  deposi- 
tory of  the  public  money,  has  been  transacted  directly  by 
the  president  of  the  bank  and  myself. "  Again,  page  154, 
8th  answer,  he  says :  *•  The  business  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment with  the  Girard  Bank  is  not  conducted  through 
the  agent  at  Washington."  The  testimony  of  George 
Newbold,  president  of  the  Bank  of  America ;  on  journal, 
page  160,  he  says:  «To  the  Ist,  2d,  3d,  4th,  and  5th 
requisitions,  he  says  that  the  Bank  of  America  has  not,  at 
any  time,  employed  an  agent  at  the  seat  of  Government  to 
transact  its  business  with  the  Treasury  Department ;  it  has 
been  uniformly  and  wholly  transacted  by  the  bank,  directly 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  other  proper  and 
official  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department"  The  testi- 
mony of  Thomas  W.  Olcott,  president  of  the  Albany 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank;  journal,  page  242,  he 
says :  '*  AH  business  transactions  between  that  Department 
and  this  bank  are  direct ;  and  there  is  no  intermediate  organ 
'  or  agent  of  communication,  other  than  the  duly  acknowl- 
edged and  properly  constituted  officers  of  that  Department." 
Again,  on  page  243,  No  12 :  •*  Our  corresponding  agent 
may  cidvise  us,  and  suggest  matters  for  our  consideration, 
but  he  has  no  authority  for  our  instructions ;"  and  to  the 
concurring  testimony  of  William  Neil  and  J.'  Delafield, 
president  and  cashier  of  the  Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus. 
The  force  of  this  positive  testimony  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  many  of  the  deposite  banks  who  have 
employed  a  resident  agent  at  the  seat  of  Government,  is 
not  broken  by  the  adverse  testimony  of  a  single  deposite 
bank,  or  a  single  witness  speaking  from  his  knowledge. 
The  committee,  therefore,  feel  themselves  fully  warranted 
in  the  conclusion  that  the  deposite  banks,  or  any  of  them. 


have  not,  by  joint  or  several  contract,  employed  an  agent, 
to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Government,  to  transact  their  buti" 
ness  at  the  Treasury  Department.' 

In  coming  to  this  conclusion,  the  committee  are  well  ap- 
prized, from  the  evidence  before  them,  that  there  are  some 
occasions  upon  which  some  of  the  deposite  bank*,  through . 
their  agent,  have  presented  -some  suggestions  to  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  in  relation  to  the  public  deposites,  and 
that  these  suggestions  have  received  a  respectful  considera- 
tion, and  perhaps  may  have  induced  some  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  reference  to  them, 
such  as  the  business  referred  to  in  the  following  extract 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  wit : 

«  8.  The  names  of  the  banks  employing  said  agent  are, 
with  the  few  exceptions  before  alluded  to,  unknown  to  me 
except  by  rumor. 

«  Besides  the  Planters'  Bank  at  Natchez,,  and  the  dm- 
mercial  Bank  at  Cincinnati,  copies  of  whose  correspondence 
have  already  been  furnished,  I  think  that  in  one  or  two 
cases  of  difference  of  opinion  as  to  claims  made  by  the 
banks  through  their  agent,  and  in  those  alone,  a  written 
communication  was  shown  to  me  by  him,  concerning  the 
authority  confided  by  them."     [p.  13  of  joumaL] 

And  the  evidence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  con- 
tained in  his  answer  to  the  44th  question : 

'*  Question  44.  In  the  cases  alluded  to  in  your  report  of 
the  nth  instant,  where  the  Planters'  Bank,  Natchez,  and 
the  Commercial  Bank,  Cindnnati,  confided  authority  upon 
said  Whitney,  as  shown  to  you  in  a  written  communica- 
tion, what  was  that  authority ;  what  were  the  claims  or 
requests  made  by  him ;  what  was  the  case  of  the  Commer- 
cial Bank  at  New  Orleans  1 

"  Answer.  I'he  cases  referred  to  in  my  report  of  the 
nth  instant,  where  differences  of  opinion  occurred,  and  an 
authority  was  produced,  but  not  found  necessary  to  be 
filed,  were  those  of  the  Commereial  Bank  at  Cincinnati  and 
the  Commercial  Bank  at  New  Orleans.  I  mentioned  the 
Planters'  Bank  only  as  one  to  which  a  general  notice  had 
been  given,  and  was  on  file,  as  to  his  agency,  and  a  copy 
of  which  was  annexed.  The  particular  case  of  the  Com- 
mercial Bank  at  Cincinnati  was,  so  far  as  I  recollect,  a  let- 
ter which  he  held  in  his  hand  and  read,  wishing  him  to 
request  the  Department  to  change  the  place  to  which  some 
of  the  transfers  outstanding  against  it  were  to  be  made, 
such  as  from  other  parts  of  Ohio  or  Kentucky  to  New  Or- 
leans or  Philadelphia,  and  stating  the  reasons  for  the  request 
to  be,  that  the  banks  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky  would  proba- 
bly demand  specie,  or  be  less  accommodating  as  to  payments 
than  those  at  a  distance.  I  think  it  stated,  further,  that  an 
extension  of  some  of  the  transfers  was  desirable,  if  the  De- 
partment could  conveniently  grant  it;  and  complained  that 
the  time  already  allowed  was  too  short.  The  agent,  also, 
urged  both  these  requests,  assigning  similar  reasons ;  and 
that  the  time  granted,  in  several  cases,  was  less  than  that 
formerly  allowed,  under  like  cireumstances,  to  the  United 
States  Bank  to  make  transfers.  I  declined  to  change  the 
places  from  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  as  requested,  because, 
under  the  late  deposite  law,  I  felt  bound  to  confine  to  the 
neighborhood  those  particular  transfers  till  about  money 
enough  was  placed  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky  to  meet  their 
share  of  the  anticipated  division  of  the  surplus  and  the 
current  expenditures,  rather  than  send  it  to  a  distance ;  but 
the  time  for  some  of  the  transfers,  which  seemed  too  shorty 
I  proposed  to  extend  as  long  as  seemed  to  be  proper.  He, 
however,  declined  taking  such  extension  in  behalf  of  the 
bank,  unless  I  could  make  it  longer,  thinking  it  would  not 
be  useful  so  little  extended ;  and,  therefore,  I  wrote  to  the 
bank  itself  what  had  been  proposed  to  him,  and  his  decli- 
ning it ;  and  that  I  should,  notwithstanding,  give  the  ex- 
tension which  to  me  seemed  suitable ;  and  the  bank,  if  not 
accepting  it,  might  pay  the  money  over  at  the  time  origi- 
nally fixed.     In  respect  to  the  Commercial  Bank  at  New 
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Orleans,  the  application  by  the  agent  was,  acconling  to 
my  leoollection,  with  a  letter,  setting  ont  that  the  Depart- 
ment had,  by  transfers  and  warrants,  drawn  oat,  or  propo- 
sed to  draw  out,  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  public  money  in  its 
possession,  and  wishing  him  to  request  it  to  revoke  some 
of  the  transfers,  and  possibly  to  postpone  some  to  a  much 
later  day,  if  none  could  be  revoked.  I  informed  him  that 
the  bank  must  be  in  error,  ju,  before  signing  a  transfer,  or 
sending  one,  I  was  always  careful  to  see  tlut  it  would  not 
reduce  a  bank  too  low.  I  sent  for  the  clerk  who  had  charge 
of  the  subject,  and  examined  into  it  critically ;  and  decli- 
ned to  revoke  any  of  them,  as  I  felt  satisfied  that  the  bank 
and  its  agent  considered  the  money  the  bank  had  been  no- 
tified it  would  probably  be  called  on  to  pay  the  State  of 
Louisiana  during  1837,  but  for  which  no  transfers  had 
then  been  issued ;  and  which,  I  told  him,  would  not  be 
issued  when  the  time  of  payment  arrived,  provided  the 
bank  should^  before  that  time,  be  drawn  down  too  low.  I 
informed  htm,  also,  that  the  bank  had,  by  mistake,  inclu- 
ded one  transfer^  in  order  to  make  out  its  case,  which  had 
never  been  issued,  according  to  our  records ;  and,  hence, 
I  could  not  revoke  any  that  had  been  issued.  He  seemed 
to  be  satisfied  that  the  bank  was  right  Whether  any  ex- 
tension of  time  were  given  in  this  case,  I  do  not  remember, 
but  know  that  none  were  given  beyond  the  period  of  the 
quarterly  payments  to  the  States,  for  which  purpose  these 
transfers  had  been  seasonably  ordered."  [Pages  59  and  60 
of  journal.] 

But  these  occasions,  so  far  as  disclosed  by  the  evidence, 
have  been  rare,  and  not  incompatible  with  the  general  con- 
clusion to  which  the  committee  has  arrived. 

In  instituting  this  agency,  the  committee  cannot  perceive 
that  the  banks  have  violated  any  principle,  either  legal  or 
moral,  or  violated  their  compact  with  the  Government  con- 
stituting them  depositories  of  the  public  money.  The  sev. 
eral  deposite  banks,  with  the  exception  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Metropolis,  in  this  District,  received  their  charters  from 
the  sevend  State  Governments  in  which  they  are  located, 
and  are  responsible  to  their  several  State  authorities  only  ; 
they  have  the  undoubted  right  to  institute  agencies  at  their 
own  expense,  at  any  place,  to  transact  any  lawful  business, 
without  restriction  on  the  part  of  this  Government  [f  they, 
or  any  of  them,  have  instituted  an  agency  incompatible 
with  the  interests  of  the  Government,  or  in  violation  of 
their  compact,  the  only  remedy  in  the  hands  of  this  Gov- 
ernment is,  in  the  first  case,  to  discontinue  the  offensive 
banks  as  public  depositories,  and,  in  the  second,  to  seek 
redress,  through  the  proper  judicial  tribunals,  for  any  injury 
sustained.  The  committee  does  not  perceive  that  any  part 
of  the  compact  between  the  Treasury  Department  and  the 
several  deposite  banks  prohibits  the  institution  of  such  an 
agency,  and  consequently  that  said  agency  is  not  in  viola- 
tion of  it  If  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  the 
power  to  restrict  the  institution  of  lawful  agencies  on  the 
part  of  banks  deriving  their  powers  from  State  authorities, 
they  would  have  the  same  power  to  restriiH  individuid 
agencies,  and  extend  its  powers  into  all  the  ramificatbns  of 
social  intercourse,  however  private  and  confidential,  and 
mould  them  to  its  own  views  of  propriety  or  purposes  of 
power — a  claim  so  startling,  from  its  enormity,  as  to  ex- 
clude even  a  moment's  consideration  as  to  its  existence. 

It  will  be  here  proper  to  remark  that  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney is  the  agent  of  most  of  the  deposite  banks  which 
employ  one;  but  that  one  or  two  of  them  have  other 
agents,  whose  names  the  committee  deems  it  unnecessary 
to  mention. 

The  second  subject  of  inquiry  directed  to  the  committee 
is.  What  is  the  character  of  the  business  said  agent  is  em- 
ployed to  transact,  and  what  compensation  he  receives  ? 

The  committee,  in  responding  to  this  inquiry,  cannot  do 
it  more  intelligibly  or  more  accurately  than  by  employing 
the  language  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  the 


various  officers  of  the  deposite  banks  employing  said  agent, 
who  have  testified  upon  this  occasion,  and  who  describe 
the  character  of  the  agency  referred  to.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  his  response  to  the  resolution  of  the  com- 
mittee,  before  referred  to,  says : 

<  <  I  know  nothing  with  accuracy,  beyond  what  has  aheady 
been  stated,  as  to  the  duties  he  is  to  discharge  for  thoee 
banks  which  employ  him.  But  I  presume,  as  just  inti- 
mated, it  is  to  communicate  the  earliest  information  on  all 
subjects  he  may  suppose  to  affect  their  interests,  whether 
as  public  depositories  or  private  banking  institutions ;  to 
give  his  advice  and  aid  when  called  for,  or  deemed  useful 
in  the  transaction  of  their  business  of  either  character ;  to 
be  the  organ,  at  times,  of  presenting  their  wishes  to  the 
Department,  in  respect  to  subjects  connected  with  their 
public  obligations;  and  to  procure  here  and  communi- 
cate the  be^t  intelligence  in  his  power  on  the  state  of  the 
money  market  at  home  or  abroad ;  on  the  condition  of  the 
currency  and  of  the  exchanges;  and  on  the  supposed 
legislation  likely  to  happen  in  Congress,  either  as  to  the 
banks  themselves  or  as  to  heavy  appropriations  to  be  paid 
by  them ;  and,  in  fine,  on  any  other  topic  which  he  may 
consider  interesting  or  beneficial  to  his  employers." 

In  the  same  report,  and  in  the  testimony  of  the  Secre* 
tary,  the  same  description  of  the  business  of  said  agency  is 
substantially  given,  perhaps  in  a  mere  minute  and  expand- 
ed form,  to  which  the  House  is  respectfully  referred. 

The  testimony  of  James  Schott,  president  of  the  Girard 
Bank,  states :  '*  That  the  Girard  Bank  has  ha4  and  still 
has,  an  agent,  who  resides  at  Washington,  whose  duty  it 
is  to  communicate  to  his  principal  whatever  information  he 
may  obtain  touching  the  interest  of  the  bank,  and  having  a 
bearing  upon  its  safe,  useful,  and  profitable  management." 
The  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  Bank  of  America,  on 
page  161,  are  also  descriptive  of  said  agency  : 

'<  Whereas  the  opinion  has  been  entertained  and  ex- 
pressed that  the  interests  of  this  bank,  and  the  other  banks 
in  this  city,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  commercial  com- 
munity, may  be  promoted  by  the  employment  of  a  suitable 
person,  resident  at  Washington,  to  act  as  agent  for  the  three 
deposite  banks  in  this  city,  to  obtain  and  communicate  to 
them,  with  the  full  consent  and  approbation  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  seasonable  information  from  time  to 
time,  on  the  follovring  points,  as  well  as  other  general  or 
particular  information,  which  may  be  useful  and  proper  to 
communicate,  viz : 

<<  The  amount  of  revenue  receivable  at  New  York  for  a 
period  of  two  or  three  months  to  come. 

«The  amount,  or  probable  amount,  of  public  money  to 
be  disbursed  here,  or  the  amount  that  the  three  deposite 
banks  in  New  York  may  be  called  upon  to  pay- for  that 
purpose,  and  for  a  like  period. 

<*The  amount  of  public  money  that  they  may  probably 
be  required  to  transfer,  and  the  time  when  and  the  place 
or  places  where  the  transfers  are  to  be  made. 

«  Therefore^  resolved.  That  the  president  and  cashier 
of  this  bank  be,  and  they  areliereby,  authorized,  in  co- 
operation  and  conjunction  with  the  two  other  deposite  ^ 
banks  of  this  city,  or  with  the  presidents  and  cashiers  there- 
of, to  appoint  such  person  as  they  may  deem  suitable  and 
proper  to  act  as  agent  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  to 
agree  to  make  tbe  said  agent  suitable  compensation  for  his 
services :  P.*nrided,  That  the  amount  to  be  paid  him  by  this 
bank  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars  per 
annum." 

In  the  testimony  of  James  Dodd  and  William  T.  Hook- 
er, presij^nt  and  cashier  of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics' 
Bank  of  Connecticut,  this  agency  is  thus  described  :  '<  To 
the  2.3d  we  answer,  that  K.  M.  Whitney,  Esq.  was  the 
agent  of  this  institution  at  Washington,  as  will  appear  by 
the  documents  hereto  annexed,  and  on  the  terms  therein 
specified,  from  whom  we  expected,  and  occasionally  re- 
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^▼ed,  printed  atatemenU  ahowing  the  conditioD  of  the 
depoaite  banka,  and  aid  (in  case  we  ahould  derive  it  through 
him)  in  obtaining  from  the  Treasury  Department  further 
sums  on  depoeite,  with  a  view  to  a  full  remuneration  for  the 
buaineas  done  by  this  institution  for  the  Government/'  They 
further  state,  page  242:  "To  the  30th  interrogatosy  we 
answer,  ihdX  no  particuiar  powers  or  duties  werey  hy  this 
institution^  ampded  to  Mr.  Whitney.  It  was  eipected 
that  the  institution  might  be  be  benefited  by  the  commu- 
nication of  such  information  as  he  might  from  time  to  time 
possess." 

The  testimony  of  Thomas  W.  Olcott,  president  of  the 
Albany  Fanners  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  page  243,  states : 
«<Our  corresponding  agent  may  advise  us,  and  suggest 
matters  for  our  consideration,  but  he  has  no  authority  to 
issue  instructions  for  our  government. 

With  the  testimony  referred  to,  the  testimony  of  the  of- 
ficers of  ail  the  deposite  banks  employing  said  agent,  which 
has  been  taken,  accords  in  their  statements  of  the  business 
which  said  agent  is  employed  to  transact.  Taking  the 
whole  of  the  testimony  referred  to  in  reference  to  this 
branch  of  the  inquiry,  in  connexion  with  that  in  reference 
to  the  previous,  it  is  obvious  that  said  agent  is  not  only  not 
dothed  with  authority  to  transact  the  business  of  the  depos- 
ite banks  with  the  Treasury  Department,  but  that  he  has 
no  authority  whatever  but  tiiat  of  collecting  and  communi- 
cating such  information  as  he  may  deem  important  to  the 
advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  banks  employing  him. 
The  comigittee  would  in  vain  look  into  the  testimony  for 
any  authority  imparted  to  this  agent,  by  the  banks  for  which 
he  acts  as  agent,  to  bind  them  in  any  business  transaction 
with  the  Treasury  Department  whatever,  of  however  ini 
significant  a  character.  No  such  authority  can  be  found 
in  the  correspondence  between  the  said  banks  and  the  De- 
partment ;  nor  can  it  be  found  in  any  paper  delivered  to 
the  agent,  so  far  as  has  been  disclosed  to  the  committee ; 
nor  can  it  be  found  in  the  correspondence  between  the 
banks  and  the  agent.  All  deny  it.  The  authority  to  make 
or  unmake  contracts  between  the  banks  and  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  to  regulate  their  fiscal  transactions,  would 
not  be  incautiously  or  inconsiderately  delegated,  because  it 
involves  consequences  of  too  great  importance  to  be  care- 
lessly made ;  and  if  such  important  authority  had  been 
delegated  upon  the  present  occasion,  it  seems  to  the  com- 
mittee that  some  authentic  evidence  of  it  could  be  found, 
and  that  such  an  important  matter  would  not  be  left  to 
mere  inference  or  conjecture. 

The  deposite  banks,  having  the  uncontrollable  right  to 
institute  such  an  agency  as  thu,  had  an  equally  uncontrol- 
lable right  to  select  such  agent  as  they  deemed  proper  and 
best  suited  to  promote  the  objects  they  had  in  view.  The 
committee,  therefore^  deem  it  unnecemaiy  and  improper, 
in  responding  to  this  inquiry,  to  say  any  thing  as  to  the 
character  or  qualifications  of  the  agent. 

The  great  advantages  which  would  accrue  to  the  deposite 
banks  in  the  existence  of  such  an  agency  at  the  seat  of 
Government,  conducted  by  a  dbmpetent  agent,  must  be 
obvious  to  every  mind.     The  Treasury  Department  is  in  | 
the  weekly  receipt  of  statements  of  the  condition  of  the  de- 
posite banks,  of  commercial  information  from  every  quar- 
ter, and  is  daily  drawing  drafts  on  the  various  deposite 
banks,  to  meet  the  obligations  of  the  Government.    It  can- 
not be  doubted  that  certain  and  early  infonuation  upon  i 
these  subjects,  afiectiiig  as  they  do  almost  every  branch  of  ' 
business  in  the  community,  must  be  of  very  great  impor-  | 
tance  to  these  institutions,  enabling  them,  as  it  will  do,  to  ; 
make  suitable  preparations  for  such  demands  as  may  be 
made  upon  them. 

The  committee  has  not  been  able,  from  the  testimony 
before  them,  to  detect  a  single  instance  in  which  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  has  imparted  to  the  agent  informa- 
tion incompatible  with  the  strictest  propriety  or  the  public 


interest ;  the  same  means  of  inlbrmation  have  beeii  afford^ 
ed  him- which  are  aecessibla  to  all  agents  of  any  diaraeter, 
of  whom  there  are  many,  or  any  cilixen  who  may  desire  it. 

The  committee  does  not  doubt  that  the  institution  of  the 
Agency  referred  to  was  the  result  of  the  selection  of  the  de- 
posite banks  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government; 
nearly  if  not  all  the  inducements  to  establish  each  sv 
agency  would  not  have  existed,  had  it  not  been  ibr  this 
fiKt.  Washington  city,  in  a  mere  commercial  point  of 
view,  would,  perhaps,  have  been  the  very  last  city  in  the 
Union  in  which  such  an  agency  would  have  beoi  estab- 
lished, but  for  the  connexion  which  the  selection  of  these 
banks,  as  public  depositories,  produced  one  among  another, 
and  with  the  Treasury  Department ;  hence,  the  commitea 
feel  no  hesitation  in  asserting  the  opinion  that  this  agency 
was  produced  by  the  fiscal  relations  between  the  deposite 
banks  and  the  Government 

The  compensation  which  the  agent  receives  depeads  en- 
tirely upon  the  discretion  of  the  banks  which  em^oy  him; 
it  has  hitherto  varied  from  ^,000  to  $7,000,  as  frir  as  can 
be  ascertained  from  the  evidence  before  the  committee.  As 
no  part  of  the  compensation  paid  by  the  banks  is  chargea- 
ble upon  or  reimbursed  by  the  Government,  the  commit- 
tee  has  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  make  every  aocunrte  es* 
timate.  The  banks  having  the  undoubted  right  to  dispose 
of  their  own  money  in  their  own  way,  and  upon  such  ob- 
jects as  they  choose,  the  committee  deems  any  frnther  re- 
sponse to  this  branch  of  the  inquiry  unnecessary. 

The  third  inquiry  is,  Whether  such  agent  has  leen  em- 
ployed at  the  request  or  through  the,  procurement  of  the 
Treasury  Department  ? 

In  re^nding  to  this  inquiry,  it  will  be  proper  to  remark 
that  the  original  scheme,  after  the  removal  of  the  publie 
deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  was,  to  en- 
ate  a  bureau  in  the  Treasury  Department,  having  special 
charge  of  the  correspondence  and  transactions  between  ths 
deposite  banks  and  the  Treasury  Department. 

The  character  of  the  proposed  scheme  is  contained  in  a 
letter  addressed  by  the  Girard  Bank,  the  Manhattan  Com- 
pany, the  Mechanics'  Bank,  the  Bank  of  America,  ths 
Commonwealth  and  Merchants'  Banks,  Bostcm,  to  Roger 
B.  Taney,  the  predecessor  of  the  present  incumbent  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  to  which  reference  may  be  had; 
and  it  is  in  these  words : 

To  the  Hon.  R.  B.  Tah et. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington,' 

Sir:  The  contract  between  the  State  banks  and  ths 
Department  over  which  you  preside,  in  relation  to  the  ool- 
lection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,  contem* 
plates  the  appointment,  and  stipulates  for  the  payment,  by 
the  said  banks,  of  an  agent  or  agents,  as  well  as  the  pay* 
ment  of  all  the  expenses  inciirred  by  the  Department  ari- 
sing out  of  the  late  transfer  of  the  public  busineas  to  thoss 
institutions.  We  deem  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
permanent  success  of  the  measure,  that  a  uniform  system 
of  operations  should  be  adopted  by  all  the  banks  which 
may  be  selected  by  the  Government  as  its  fiscal  agents. 
In  proportion  as  this  system  shall  be  well  digested  and  ex- 
ecuted will  be  the  soundness  and  equality  of  value, 
throughout  the  Union,  of  the  circulating  medium,-  and 
uponit  will  depend  the  degree  of  convenience  or  incon- 
venience which  may  be  felt  by  the  publie  in  consequence 
of  the  secent  change. 

To  secure  these  important  objects,  great  vigilance  vrill  be 
required.  The  operations  of  the  selected  banks  must  be 
specially  and  carefully  observed,  particularly  in  reference 
to  their  dealings  in  inland  bills,  their  local  discounta,  their 
issues  of  paper,  and  their  provisions  for  redeeming  that  pa- 
per at  the  remote  points  to  which  it  will  be  cariKd  by  the 
natural  current  of  trade.  We  consider  that  there  is  a 
strong  analogy  between  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and 
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its  branches,  as  at  present  organized,  and  the  Treasury  and 
its  selected  bank  agents,  vben  the  selection  and  appoint- 
ment shall  be  finally  completed.  The  business  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  confided  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  board  of  diroctors,  called  "the  committee  on 
the  branches ;"  and  one  department,  in  the  mother  bank,  is 
exclusively  charged  with  the  business  of  those  offices.  In 
this  department,  their  returns  are  received  and  examined, 
their  operations  inspected,  and  the  generaf  correspondence 
-attended  to.  ^e  respectfoUy  soggest,  that  we  believe 
the  success  of  the  measure  now  in  progress  of  comple- 
tion will  be  much  promoted,  and  all  &e  banks  employed 
essentially  benefited,  by  the  creation  of  a  bureau  in  the 
Treasury  Department  for  the  discharge  of  duties  of  a  sim- 
ilar character.  The  benefits  which  would  result  to  the 
banks  employed,  we  believe,  would  far  outweigh  any  con- 
nderation  of  the  expense  which  it  might  occasion.  Prac- 
tical talent  .would  be  most  efiective,  and,  consequently, 
most  serviceable. 

With*  these  preliminary  observations,  we  most  respect- 
fully solicit  that  such  a  bureau  may  be  created  in  your  De- 
portment, and,  at  the  same  time,  we  take  the  liberty  to 
recommend,  as  a  proper  person  to  take  charge  of  the  same, 
Mr.  R.  M.  Whitney,  of  Philadelphia,  who,  iirom  his  great 
attention  to  the  subject,  and  his  practical  knowledge  of 
finance  and  banking,  we  believe  to  be  in  every  way  qualified 
satisfactorily  to  perform,  under  your  supervision,  the  du- 
ties of  the  statioh.  Should  you  think  proper  to  adopt  our 
suggestion,  and  appoint  Mr.  Whitney,  we  will  cheerfully 
contribute  our  portion  of  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars 
per  annum,  as  his  salary,  and  a  full  share  of  all  the  other 
expenses  which,  in  your  opinion,  may  be  necessary  to  give 
efiect  to  this  project,  aiising  either  from  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  agent  or  agents,  or  from  any  other  ar- 
rangements which  may  be  deemed  expedient  by  you. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  most  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servants— 

On  behalf  of  the  Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia,  October  3, 
1 833.     By  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 

W.  D.  LEWIS,  CoMfder, 

On  behalf  of  the  Manhattan  Company,  New  York,  Octo- 
ber 7,  1833.     By  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 

ROBERT  WHITE,  Cashier. 

On  behalf  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York.  By  onier 
of  the  board  of  directors. 

H.  BALDWIN,  Cashier, 

Without  the  expression  of  any  opinion  in  relation  to  the 
« preliminary  observations,"  on  behalf  of  the  Bank  of 
America,  New  York,  October  8,  1833.  By  order  of  the 
board  of  directors. 

J.  TAYLOR,  Ca^er. 

On  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  Bank,  Boston,  Octo- 
ber 10,  1833.     By  order  of  the  directors. 

CHARLES  HOOD,  Cashier, 

On  behalf  of  the  Merchants'  Bank,  Boston,  October  18, 
1 833.     By  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 

FRANKLIN  HAVEN,  Cashier. 

Mr.  Taney  did  not  feel  himself  authorized  to  establish 
such  a  bureau  in  the  Department.  On  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1834,  Reuben  M.  Whitney  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
present  Secretary,  in  the  following  terms : 

Washikotov,  November  4,  1834. 

SiH  :  The  enclosed  letter,  signed  by  the  deposite  banks 
in  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston,  addressed  to  the 
Hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was  com- 
municated to  him  in  October  of  last  year. 

At  that  time  it  was  deemed  best  to  defer  acting  upon  it 
until  after  the  meeting  of  Congress.  That  body  met  and 
adjourned,  without  any  definitive  legislation  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  deposite  banks.     The  same,  we  have  good  rea- 
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sons  to  suppose,  will  be  the  result  of  the  approaching  ses- 
sion, if  renewed  legislation  shall  be  proposed.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  many  well-informed  persons,  that  the  public  in- 
terests, as  well  as  those  of  the  deposite  banks,  will  be  great-  • 
ly  promoted  at  this  time  by  the  aid  and  action  of  a  central 
agency,  established  upon  some  principle,  particularly  in 
relation  to  organizing  and  permanently  establishing  a  sys- 
tem of  domestic  exchanges  throughout  the  country,  with 
which  its  general  interests  and  that  of  the  currency  are  so 
deeply  connected. 

In  many  other  respects,  it  is  believed  "^t  such  an  agen- 
cy will  be  equally  beneficial. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing,  herewith,  the  letter  con- 
taining the  suggestions  of  the  deposite  banks  before  alluded 
to,  for  your  consideration,  or  adoption  of  any  course  which 
you  may  think  proper  in  relation  to  the  same. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant,  -*> 

R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

Hon.  Lbvi  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeasury,   Washington. 

Enclosing  the  foregoing  letter  to  him  for  consideration ; 
to  this  letter  the  Secretary  addressed,  on  the  succeeding 
day,  a  reply  in  these  words : 

TsEASVaT  DSFARTXEKT, 

November  5,  1834. 

Sib  :  Your  communication,  addressed  to  my  predeces- 
sor, has  been  perused  by  me,  and,  in  reply,  I  would  observe 
that  my  own  views  in  relation  to  its  contents  correspond,  it 
is  believed,  substantially,  with  those  entertained  by  him. 
But  though  wc  both  have  been  satisfied  that,  under  the 
present  laws  and  appropriations  applicable  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  no  such  agency  as  that  proposed  can  be  estab- 
lished by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  yet  it  must  be  ob- 
vious that  the  selected  banks  themselves  might,  in  a  fiscal 
and  commercial  view,  derive  great  advantage  from  the  ser- 
vices and  correspondence  of  an  agent  of  their  own,  resident 
in  this  city,  and  devoting  special  attention  to  their  interests. 
I  hardly  need  assure  you  that,  in  respect  to  information  in 
the  possession  of  (his  Department,  which  might  be  deemed 
usefal,  and  which  could  be  furnished  without  detriment  to 
the  public  welfare,  it  would  at  all  times  be  cheerfully  given 
to  any  such  agent  of  any  of  the  selected  banks. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

R.  M.  Whitttet,  Esq.,  Washington. 

This  is  the  only  act  of  the  present  Secretary,  adduced 
in  evidence,  which  can  possibly  be  construed  into  a  recom- 
mendation or  procurement  of  said  agency  in  any  form. 
This  letter  is  a  reply  to  another  in  whidi  the  propriety  of 
a  bureau,  or  some  agency  charged  with  such  duties  as  are 
described  in  the  letter  from  the  banks,  is  recommended  for 
the  consideration  and  approbation  of  the  Secretary.  The 
Secretary,  in  this  reply,  expresses  the  same  opinion  which 
had  been  expressed  by  Mr.  Taney,  that  the  Department 
had  no  authority  to  establish  such  an  agency ;  but  that  ^e  '^ 
selected  banks  themselves  might,  at  their  own  expense,  es- 
tablish such  an  agency;  and  that,  in  a  fiscal  and  commer- 
cial point  of  view,  fhey  (not  the  Department)  would  evi- 
dently derive  great  advantages  from  it.  Tms  subject  of 
this  agency  did  not  originate  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  it  was  proposed  by  the  banks  themselves ;  the 
Secretary  merely  expressed  an  opinion  that,  in  a  fiscal  and 
commercial  point  of  view,  such  an  agency  would  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  banks,  without,  in  a  single  sentence,  recom- 
mending to  the  banks  the  establishment  of  the  agency,  but 
leaving  them  to  determine  upon  its  propriety,  according  to 
their  own  discretion.  It  is  true,  the  Secretaiy,  in  his  reply, 
assures  Mr.  Whitney  that  he  will  cheerfully  afibrd  any  in- 
formation within  his  power,  not  incompatible  with  the  pub- 
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lie  service,  to  any  agent  who  may  be  selected  by  the  banksy 
if  such  an  agency  be  established ;  bat  does  not,  in  a  single 
word,  urge  them  to  adopt  the  measure.  There  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  any  recommendation  or  procurement  of  such  an 
agency,  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  ;  for  the  most  impor- 
tant deposite  banks  were  already  aware  of  the  advantages 
of  such  an  agency,  and  were  actually  seeking  ila  establish- 
ment. How  far  this  letter  can  be  construed  into  a  recom- 
mendation of  R.  M.  Whitney,  the  committee  will  leave 
tho  public  to  judge ;  for,  although  the  very  letter  which 
was  enclosed  by  Mr.  Whitney  from  the  banks  contained  a 
strong  recommendation  of  him,  yet  the  Secretary  does  not 
employ  a  single  word  of  recommendation  in  the  reply.  It 
is  true,  Mr.  Whitney  used  this  letter  as  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation, and  it  is  true  some  of  the  deposite  banks  were 
induced  by  that  letter  to  appoint  Mr.  Whitney  their  agent, 
believing  it  compatible  with  the  views  of  the  Department ; 
but  the  Secretary  is  not  responsible  for  any  misconstruc- 
tion of  this  letter ;  his  motive  in  writing  the  letter  is  one 
thing,  and  the  construction  of  it  by  others  another.  It  was 
addressed  to  Mf.  Whitney,  and  not  to  the  banks.  The  let- 
ter must  speak  for  itself,  and  afford  its  own  true  construction. 

Apart  ^om  the  letter  referred  to,  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Woodbury  and  the  deposite  banks  all  proves  most  decided- 
ly that  there  was  neither  recommendation  nor  procurement 
of  the  agency  or  the  agent,  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury ;  all  concur  in  denying  it  in  the  most  une- 
quivocal terms.  If  any  fuilher  proof  of  the  justice  of  this 
conclusion  were  necessary,  it  will  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
in  the  new  contracts  with  the  deposite  banks,  under  the  act 
of  the  last  session,  and  all  the  correspondence  upon  the 
subject,  not  a  single  expression  is  to  be  found  in  icfercnce 
to  this  agency  or  this  agent ;  because,  as  is  stated  by  the 
Secretary,  it  is  of  no  advantage  to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, and  does  not,  in  the  slightest  degree,  lessen  its  la- 
bors growing  out  of  the  deposite  system. 

The  fourth  inquiry  is :  Whether  the  business  of  the 
Treasury  Departmenty  with  said  banks,  is  conducted 
through  the  said  agent  ?  The  committee  need  only  refer 
to  the  report  of  the  1 1  th  of  January,  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  the  evidence  already  adduced,  to  prove 
that  the  bushiess  of  the  Treasury  Department  with  the  de- 
posite banks  is  not  conducted  through  said  agent.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  the  committee  would  refer  to  the  evidence  of 
several  of  the  clerks  of  the  Department  who  have  been  ex- 
amined, and  testify  that  the  business  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment with  the  deposite  banks  is  conducted  directly  with 
the  banks  themselves.  All  the  correspondence  produced 
IS  directly  between  the  Department  and  the  banks,  without 
the  intervention  of  an  agent.  The  committee,  therefore, 
xespond  to  this  inquiry,  that  the  business  of  the  Treasury 
Department  with  the  deposite  banks  is  not  conducted 
through  said  agent 

The  fifth  inquiry  is :  Whether,  in  the  transaction  of  any 
husintss  confided  to  said  agent,  he  receives  any  compen- 
sation from  the  Treasury  Department  ?  The  testimony 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  agent  himself,  and 
of  all  the  banks  employing  the  agent,  concurs  in  proving 
that  the  said  agent  receives  not  a  cent  from  the  Treasury 
Department  for  any  services  whatever.  In  the  whole  mass 
of  the  immense  volume  of  testimony  which  has  been  taken, 
there  is  not  the  slightest  circumstance  to  create  even  a  sus- 
picion that  the  agent  receives  any  compensation  ft-om  the 
Treasury  Department.  It  may  be  argued,  but  your  com- 
mittee think  without  reasonable  propiiety,  that  but  for  the 
fiscal  relations  of  the  banks  and  the  Government,  growing 
out  of  their  selection  as  public  depositories,  the  agent  would 
not  have  been  appointed ;  and  although  the  agent  receives 
no  compensation  directly,  yet  the  salary  which  he  receives 
is  indirectly  from  the  Treasury  Department,  llie  commit- 
tee regard  this  argument  as  too  far  fetched.  The  selection 
of  the  principal  deposite  banks  as  public  depositories  ne- 


cessarily increased  their  business  and  enlarged  their  sphere 
of  operations.  One  of  the  increased  expenditures  which  they 
incur,  growing  out  of  their  increased  busineaa,  and  the 
profits  to  be  derived  from  it,  is  this  agency ;  the  expaoM  b 
incurred  from  their  own  means,  and  cannot  be  charged 
even  indirectly  to  the  Department  They  owed  it  to  them- 
selves to  turn  their  fiscal  relations  with  the  Government  to 
the  best  advantage,  and  must  necessarily  incur  the  increas- 
ed expenditure  growing  out  of  it  The  committee,  there- 
fore, confidently  respond  that  the  agent  receives  no  com- 
pensation whatever,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  from  the 
Treasury  Department. 

The  committee  might  here  dose  their  report,  and  confi- 
dently submit  the  truth  of  the  conclusions  to  which  they 
have  arrived  to  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the 
American  people,  but  they  do  not  feel  themselves  justified 
in  concluding  their  report  without  adverting  to  two  single 
sulijects,  about  which  the  public  mind  is  misinformed  and 
its  judgment  misled.  It  has  been  frequently  said  that  R. 
M.  Whitney,  the  agent  of  the  deposite  banks,  oocopies  a 
room  in  the  Treasury  building.  It  u  true  that  Mr.  Whit- 
ney occupies  a  room  in  the  same  block  of  buildings  with 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  under  the  same  roof;  and 
from  this  fact,  without  a  knowledge  of  the  whole  trudi,  the 
suspicions  of  many  have  been  excited  that  Mr.  Whitney 
was  in  the  employment  of  the  Treasury  Department.  The 
fact,  however,  is,  that  the  building  used  by  the  Treasoiy 
Department  is  individual  property,  and  hired  by  the  Gov- 
ernment The  room  occupied  by  Mr.  Whitney  is  hired 
by  him  directly  from  the  owner,  without  any  reference  to 
the  Treasury  Department  whatever. 

This  circumstance,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  fad 
that  two  or  three  series  of  circulars  of  Mr.  Whitney  to  eacb 
of  the  deposite  banks,  one  to  each  of  the  public  reoeiven, 
knd  tabular  statements  of  the  condition  of  the  banks,  which 
Mr.  W^hitney  had  occasionally  prepared,  had  been  franked 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was  calculated,  in  the 
views  of  many,  to  induce  the  suspicion  which  has  been  al- 
luded to.  The  committee,  without  any  further  remark, 
annex  the  following  explanation,  given  by  the  Secretaiy 
himself  during  his  examination  upon  this  subject 

**  I  have  never,  knowingly,  franked  any  written  letter  of 
Mr.  Whitney's,  or  allowed  him  to  use  my  firanking  privi- 
lege  for  any  purpose ;  but,  as  stated  in  one  of  my  former 
replies,  on  one  occasion,  I  assented  to  his  request  to  frank 
a  printed  communication  on  public  matters  connected  with 
the  arrangements  of  the  deposite  banks,  as  to  the  kind  of 
paper  money  they  had  agreed  to  accept  and  credit  as  cash 
from  the  public  receivers  who  deposited  with  them,  respect- 
ively, and  addressed  ot  enclosed  only  to  the  pablic  officen 
and  banks  employed  as  fiscal  and  public  agents  of  the  De- 
partment. It  may  be,  also,  that  in  some  instancea  a  printed 
tabular  statementlof  the  condition  of  the  public  depositories, 
extracted  by  him  from  our  returns,  and  addressed  to  them 
alone,  may  have  been  franked  by  me ;  but  I  have  no  par- 
ticular recollection  of  any  such  case.  My  instructions  to 
the  chief  clerk  are,  not  to  lay  before  me,  to  be  fr^^ed,  any 
thing  but  letters  from  the  Departments,  or  pmic  docu- 
ments ;  and  in  some  cases,  where  explained  and  thought  to 
be  proper,  communications  on  public  subjects,  addressed  to 
public  officers  connected  with  the  Department.  Perhaps  I 
ought  to  add,  to  prevent  mistakes,  that  I  sometimes  frsnk 
the  letters  of  the  bureaus,  and  occasionally  of  the  other 
Departments,  when  the  heads  of  them  happen  to  be  absent, 
and  take  it  for  granted  that  they  are  proper  communica- 
tions to  be  franked,  without  making  special  inqniiy ;  as  I 
also  presume  to  be  the  case  with  all  communications  laid 
before  me  by  my  own  clerks,  under  the  general  instructions 
and  usages  of  the  Department,  without  alwaya  opening 
them  or  reading  their  address.'*  [See  journal,  pp.  60,  61.] 

And  that  of  Mr.  Whitney,  given  on  page  87,  answer  to 
35th  interrogatory : 
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Agent  of  Depoaite  Banks, 


[24th  Cove.  2d  Ssst. 


<*The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  franked,  or  authorised 
to  be  frankedy  two  or  three  of  the  circulara  furnished  to  the 
committee,  marked  A,  one  of  each  of  which  was  forwarded 
to  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  depodte  banks ;  and  of  one  of 
them  a  copy  vras  sent  to  each  of  the  receivers,  also  franked 
by  him ;  also,  tables  showing  the  condition  of  the  deposite 
banks,  which  I  have  occasionally  prepared,  the  character  of 
which  was,  in  all  cases,  made  known  to  him,  on  the  papers 
themselves  being  first  shown  to  him.  Beyond  these  I  do 
not  recollect  that  he  has  ever  franked,  or  authorized  to  be 
franked,  any  communications  to  the  banks,  or  to  any  per- 
son whatever,  of  mine."     [See  journal,  pp.  87,  88.] 

The  committee  regards  this  explanation,  the  truth  of 
which  is  sustained  by  other  officers  of  the  Department,  as' 
entirely  satisfactory. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  operations  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, in  relation  to  the  public  deposites,  have  been  con- 
ducted with  a  view  to  political  party  considerations.  The 
evidence  before  the  committee  is,  that,  ui  the  propositions 
to  select  one  or  two  banks  as  deposite  banks,  political  con- 
siderations have  been  urged  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, but  that  the  Secretary,  in  all  cases,  either  reproved  the 
attempt  or  treated  it  with  silence.  There  cannot  be  found 
one  single  instance,  in  the  evidence,  in  which  the  Secretary 
has  attempted  to  exert  such  influence.  The  operations  of 
the  Department  in  relation  to  the  public  deposites  are  of  a 
very  difficult  and  delicate  character,  arising  from  the  im- 
mense amount  of  revenues,  the  various  and  distant  points 
at  which  it  is  collected,  the  number  of  banking  institutions 
in  which  it  is  deposited,  and  the  frequent  transfers  made 
necessary  by  the  depoBite  act  of  the  last  session.  It  is  not 
to  be  expected,  that  in  these  operations  entire  satisfaction 
will  be  given  to  ail ;  and  it  is  quite  probable  that  dissatis- 
faction, arising  from  other  causes,  has  been  ascribed  to  po- 
litical feelings.  The  committee  are  entirely  satisfied  that 
no  just  cause  for  the  imputatiou  exists.  The  committee 
here  subjoin  the  statement  of  the  Secretary  upon  this  point : 
*'In  the  mean  time,  the  inquiries  made  by  me  to  any 
persons  who  were  considered  by  me  capable  of  giving  cor- 
rect information,  were  directed  to  the  facts  and  conieddera- 
tions  connected  with  the  above  topics ;  and  the  information 
communicated  to  me  in  return,  and  that  communicated  vol- 
untarily, related  chiefly  to  the  above  topics.  But  I  have 
no  doubt  the  persons  making  those  communications  have, 
in  some  cases,  mentioned  political  circumstances  in  connex- 
ion with  this  subject,  ai)d  in  general  as  opposed  to  the  pro^ 
priely  of  the  selection.  A  majority  of  the  stockholders  and 
oflScers  have  usually  been  stated  to  be,  when  any  thing  was 
said  in  respect  to  their  politics,  opposed  to  the  views  of 
the  administration. 

*^  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  particular  remarks  of  a 
political  character  made  by  him  or  others  on  this  point, 
beyond  such  ones  as  are  above  described,  and  those  in  only 
a  very  few  cases. 

**  But,  always  deeming  it  my  duty  to  select  suitable 
banks,  and  enough  in  number,  at  the  proper  points,  for 
the  safe  keeping  and  disbursing  of  the  public  money,  I  pro- 
ceeded, after  proper  inquiries  as  to  their  condition  and 
character,  to  select  those  above  named  on  those  accounts, 
and  notwithstanding  any  objections  which  may  have  been 
urged  by  any  one,  of  a  political  character,  as  to  any  of 
them. 

.  <<In  the  cases  of  the  banks  in  North  Carolina  and 
South  Carolina,  as  well  as  Indiana,  Virginia,  and  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  three  banks  in  Pennsylvania,  the  selections 
were  made  because  we  had  no  banks  whatever  in  those 
States ;  and  the  others  were  selected  because,  in  two  in- 
stances, at  points  where  no  deposite  banks  existed,  and  in 
two  where  additional  ones  appeared  to  be  required  by  the 
importance  and  extent  of  the  public  business  to  be  trans- 
acted there,  and  after  full  investigation  of  their  ability  and 
fitness  to  transact  the  public  business. "  [See  journal,  p.  5 1 .  ] 


In  the  examination  of  the  evidence,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  there  is  a  large  amount  of  negative  evidence,  going  to 
strengthen  the  positive  evidence  which  has  induced  the 
conclusions  to  which  the  committee  have  arrived. 

The  committee,  having  thus  briefly  examined  the  evi- 
dence pertinent  to  the  inquiries  directed  to  it,  have  adopt- 
ed and  report  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved^  aa  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  the 
several  banks  employed  for  the  deposite  of  the  public 
money  have  not  all,  or  any  of  them,  by  joint  or  several 
contract,  employed  an  agent  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment to  transact  their  business  with  the  Treasury 
Department, 

8.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  no 
agent  for  the  transaction  of  business  between  the  deposite 
banks  and  the  Treasury  Department  has  been  employed  at 
the  request,  or  through  the  procurement,  of  said  Depart- 
ment. 

3.  Resolved,  as  the  (^pinion  of  this  committee.  That  the 
business  of  the  deposite  banks  with  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment is  not  conducted  through  any  agent,  but  is  transacted 
directly  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  some  oflfi- 
cer  of  the  Department 

4.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  no 
agent,  in  any  way  connected  with  the  public  depositee, 
since  the  removal  of  said  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  has  received  any  compensation  from  the 
Treasury  Department. 

5.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That 
several  of  the  deposite  banks  have  employed  an  agent  to 
reside  at  the  seat  of  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  receiv- 
ing and  transmitting  information  afiiecting  the  interests  of 
said  banks,  both  from  the  Treasury  Department  and  other 
sources,  and  transmitting  public  documents.  That  agent 
is  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  who  receives  such  salary  from 
said  banks  as  they  annually  deem  his  services  worth. 

The  undersigned,  one  of  the  members  of  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  whether  the  several  banks  em- 
ployed for  the  deposite  of  the  public  money  have  all,  or 
any  of  them,  employed  an  agent,  to  reside  at  the  seat  of 
Government,  to  transact  their  business  with  the  Treasuiy 
Department,  having  voted  against  two  of  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  committee,  on  which  their  report  is  based, 
and  believing  that  the  committee  have  drawn  erroneous 
conclusions  from  some  of  the  testimony  presented,  begs 
leave  briefly  to  submit  the  grounds  of  this  diflerence,  and 
his  reasons  for  not  concurring  in  the  report  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee.  He  would  first  remark,  however,  that, 
agreeing  with  the  views  of  the  committee  in  the  greater 
part  of  their  report,  he  regrets  the  diflerence  of  opinion  on 
the  points  to  which  he  has  alluded. 

One  of  the  resollitions  adopted  by  the  committee,  to 
which  he  dissented,  is  in  the  following  words,  to  wit : 

*' Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  no 
agent,  for  the  transaction  of  business  between  the  the  de- 
posite banks  and  the  Treasury  Department,  has  been  em- 
ployed at  the  request,  or  through  the  procurement,  of  said 
Department." 

The  undersigned  is  of  opinion  that  the  letter  addressed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Reuben  M.  Whitney, 
on  the  6th  of  November,  as  follows : 

Trsasurt  Department, 
^  November  5,  1834. 

Sir  :  Your  communication,  addressed  to  my  predeces- 
sor, has  been  perused  by  me,  and,  in  reply,  I  would  ob- 
serve, that  my  own  views  in  relation  to  its  contents  cor- 
respond, it  is  believed,  substantially,  with  those  entertained 
by  him.  But  though  we  both  have  been  satisfied  that, 
under  the  present  laws  and  appropriations  applicable  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  no  such  agency  as  that  proposed 
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can  be  established  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  yet 
it  most  be  obvious  that  the  selected  banks  themselves  might, 
in  a  fiscal  and  commercial  view,  derive  great  advantage 
from  the  services  and  correspondence  of  an  agent  of  their 
own,  resident  in  this  city,  and  devoting  special  attention  to 
their  interests.  T  hardly  need  assure  you  that,  in  respect 
to  information  in  the  possession  of  this  Department,  which 
might  be  deemed  useful,  and  which  could  be  furnished 
without  detriment  to  the  public  welfare,  it  would  at  all 
times  be  cheerfully  given  to  any  such  agent  of  any  of  the 
selected  banks. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Tretuntry, 

R.  M.  Whitwkt,  Esq.,  Waahington — 
and  which  was  used  by  the  said  Whitney  as  a  letter  of  rec- 
ommendation, did  procure  his  appointment  as  agent  to 
^ome  of  the  deposite  banks ;  and  that  the  said  banks  were 
induced  to  believe,  from  information  derived  from  the  said 
Whitney,  that  his  appointment  as  agent  to  the  said  banks 
was  desired  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  anonymous  letter  ad- 
dressed to  some  of  the  banks,  recommending  said  Whitney 
in  the  following  terms:  <*The  President  and  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  I  know,  view  the  subject  in  the  same  light 
that  I  do,  and  will  be  gratified  if  the  banks  will  establish 
such  as  agency;  and,  from  his  talents,  experience,  and 
fidelity,  no  appointment  would  be  more  acceptable  to  them 
than  that  of  Mr.  Whitney,  who  has  already  been  recom- 
mended to  the  Department;"  which  said  letter  was  en- 
closed in  several  communications  written  by  Whitney  him- 
self to  various  banks,  soliciting  the  appointment  of  agent, 
containing  the  following  paragraph:  "With  this,  I  for- 
ward you  the  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  a  person  high  in 
the  confidence  of  the  Executive,  to  some  friends  in  New 
York  and  Boston'^ — was,  in  itself>  suflScient  to  create  this 
impression.  But  other  testimony  going  to  establish  the 
fact  has  been  adduced.  Indeed,  the  officers  of  some  of  the 
banks  expressly  state  that,  in  appointing  the  said  Whit- 
ney, they  acted  under  this  impression.  Nor  is  it  to  be 
presumed,  from  the  objections  which  existed  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  R.  M.  Whitney  as  agent,  that  the  deposite 
banks  alluded  to  would  have  selected  him,  had  they  not 
been  induced  to  believe  that  his  appointment  was  desired 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

The  next  resolution  adopted  by  the  committee,  for 
which  he  did  not  vote,  is  as  follows : 

**JRetolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the 
several  hanks  employed  for  the  deposite  of  the  public 
money  have  not  all,  or  any  of  them,  by  joint  or  several 
contract,  employed  an  agent,  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, 'to  transact  their  business  with  the  Treasury 
Department.  ■•"  x 

The  undersigned  is  of  opinion  that,  although  the  great 
mass  of  the  business  of  the  deposite  banks  with  the  Treas- 
ury Department  is  transacted  by  the  banks  with  the  said 
Department,  it  is  clearly  shown,  by  the  evidence  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  himself,  that,  in  particular  instances, 
some  of  the  deposite  banks  have  transacted  business  of  an 
important  character  with  the  Treasury  Department, 
through  their  agent,  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 

H.  JOHNSON. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MINORITY. 

Mr.  Pettojt,  from  the  select  committee  appointed  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  3d  of  January,  1837, 
to  inquire  '*  whether  the  several  banks  employed  for  the  de- 
portite  of  the  public  money  have  all  or  any  of  them  em- 
ployed an  agent,  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Government,  to 
transact  their  basinest  with  the  Treasury  Department; 


what  is  the  character  of  the  business  which  he  is  so  em- 
ployed to  transact,  and  what  compensation  he  receives ; 
whether  such  agent,  if  there  be  one,  has  been  employed  at 
the  request  or  through  the  procurement  of  the  Treasury 
Department ;  whether  the  business  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, with  such  banks,  is  transacted  through  the  said 
agent ;  and  whether,  in  the  transaction  of  any  bosiness 
confided  to  said  agent,  he  receives  any  compensation  from 
the  Treasury  Department,"  submitted  the  following  as  the 
views  of  the  said  minority : 

The  resolution  of  the  House  resolves  itself  into  six  dis- 
tinct heads : 

^  1st.  Have  all  or  any  of  the  deposite  banks  em|Joyed  an 
agent,  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Government,  for  the  purpose 
of  transacting  their  business  with  the  Treapuy  Depart- 
ment 1 

2d.  What  is  the  character  of  the  bueiness  he  is  employed 
to  transact  ? 

dd.  What  compensation  does  he  receive  ? 

4th.  Was  such  agent  or  agents  employed  at  the  re- 
quest or  through  the  procurement  of  the  Treasniy  Depart- 
ment t 

6th.  Is  the  bueiness  ef  the  Treasury  Department  con- 
ducted through  the  said  agent  ? 

6th.  Does  he  receive  any  compensation  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department  1 

First.  Have  all  or  any  of  the  depocite  banks  employed 
such  an  agent  as  is  described  in  the  resolution  of  the 
House  ?  The  creation  and  object  of  the  agency,  th«  em- 
ployment of  the  agent,  and  character  of  his  business,  are  so 
inseparably  connected,  that  they  will  be  considered  to- 
gether. An  agency  of  some  kind  appeara  to  have  been 
contemplated,  from  the  earliest  inception  of  the  project  of 
substituting  the  State  banks  as  fiscal  agents  in  the  place  of 
the  Bank  of  tiie  United  States. 

In  the  instructions  communicated  by  the  PreaideDt, 
through  the  Secretary,  to  Amos  KendaU,  special  agent  of 
the  Department,  who  was  appointed  on  the  38d  day  of 
July,  1833,  to  visit  the  State  banks,  make  certain  ptop(h 
sitions  and  inquiries  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  upon 
what  terms  and  conditions  they  would  receive  the  public 
depositee  and  become  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government;  it  is 
stated  as  follows,  to  wit: 

**  That  the  said  bank  will  render,  or  cause  to  be  leode^ 
ed,  every  service,  without  charge,  which  can  now  be  law- 
fully required  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States." 

<*  That  the  primary  and  secondary  banks  shall  make  re- 
turns of  their  entire  condition  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury monthly,  or  oftener  if  he  shall  require  it,  and  report 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  the  state  of  his  de- 
positee with  them,  respectively ;  and  that  they  shall  also 
subject  themselves  to  a  critical  examination  of  their  hoeikB 
and  transactions  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  an 
authorized  agent,  whenever  the  Secretary  may  require  it." 

In  the  proposition  submitted  by  Mr.  Kendall  to  the 
banks,  it  is  stated  as  follows : 

"  That  your  bank  shall  submit  its  books  and  transsc* 
tions  to  a  critical  examination  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  or  any  agent  authotized  by  him,  whenever  he 
shall  require  it,  and  shall  pay  a  due  proportion  of  the  esr 
penses  attending  the  appointment  of  an  agent  from  time  to 
time,  either  temporary  or  permanent,  to  examine  and  re- 
port upon  the  accounts  of  the  bank  which  may  be  employ- 
ed by  the  Government."  ^ 

In  the  contracts  made  between  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment and  the  banks  who  become  depositories  of  the  public 
money  before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress  regulating 
the  depositee,  on  the  23d  day  of  June,  1886,  will  be  £7Uttd 
the  following  stipulations,  to  wit : 

'*  Articles  of  agreement  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  October  9,  1833. — 
If  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  think  proper  to  em- 
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ploy  an  agent  or  agents  to  examine  and  report  npon  the  ao 
counts  and  condition  of  the  banks  in  the  senrice  of  the 
Gbvemment,  or  any  of  them,  the  said  bank  agrees  to  pay 
an  equitable  proportion  of  his  or  their  expenses  and  com- 
pensation, according  to  such  apportionment  as  may  be  made 
by  the  said  Secretary." 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  necessity  for  an  agent  has  been 
admitted,  his  appointment  contemplated,  and  his  compen- 
sation provided  for,  to  be  paid  by  Uie  deposit's  banks,  from 
the  first  inception  to  the  final  consummation  of  the  present 
scheme  of  State  depositories.  Is  there  or  is  there  not,  in 
substance  if  not  in  form,  such  an  agency  as  is  contemplated 
by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ?  That 
there  is,  the  minority  of  the  committee  think  is  susceptible 
of  the  clearest  demonstration,  from  the  evidence  which  has 
been  taken  by  the  committee.  It  is  true  that  the  law  con- 
templates a  known  responsible  agent,  to  be  placed  as  a  guard 
over  the  public  money  in  the  deposits  banks ;  the  present  is 
a  secret,  illegitimaterirresponsible  agent,  placed  by  the  banks 
as  a  spy- over  the  Treasury  Department,^  with  an  interest 
-  adverse  to  that  of  the  public  That  there  is  now,  and  has 
been  since  a  short  time  afler  the  Hon.  R.  B.  Taney 
left  the  head  of  tlte  Treasury  Department,  resident  at  this 
city  an  agent  of  many  of  the  deposite  banks,  will  abun- 
dantly appear  from  the  testimony  taken  by  the  committee. 
It  is  equally  manifest,  from  the  evidence,  that  no  such 
agency  was  established  while  the  Hon.  William  J.  Duane 
or  the  Hon.  R.  B.  Taney  was  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury, 
notwithstanding  extraordinary  efforts  were  made  to  accom- 
plish that  object  during  their  administration  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

The  first  effort  which  appears  to  have  been  made  by 
Reuben  M.  Whitney,  who  is  the  principal  agent  of  the  de- 
posite banks  in  this  city,  is  shown  by  a  letter  from  the 
said  Whitney  to  William  J.  Duane,  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  bearing  date,  Washington,  June  15,  1833,  a  few 
months  after  the  said  Duane  went  into  ofiice»  and  several 
months  before  the  depositee  were  removed  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  This  letter  begins  with  the  follow- 
ing sentence : 

"Having  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  Prerident  to  a 
great  degree  upon  the  subject  of  the  bank,  and  that  which 
relates  to  it,  in  which  he  has  taken  an  interest,  and  knowing 
the  views  of  the  President  upon  the  subject  of  the  removal 
of  the  public  depositee,  and  that  he  does  not  now  look 
upon  that  to  a  mere  isolated  measure,  but  as  a  part  of, 
and  connected  with,  the  general  policy  of  his  administra- 
tion, therefore  I  look  upon  that  measure  as  definitively  re- 
solved upon,  so  far  as  his  views  and  lecommendation  have 
weight  and  influence."  He  adds :  *<  I  have  good  reason  to 
believe  that  the  President  will  forward  a  communication 
from  New  York  to  you,  expressive  of  his  views  and  wishes 
upon  the  subject "~ 

He  (Whitney)  suggests  the  importance  of  the  agency, 
and  makes  a  tender  of  his  services,  and  adds : 

**  I  have  never  spoken  to  the  President  upon  this  sub- 
ject, but  circumstances  lead  me  to  think  that  I  should  not 
be  otherwise  than  perfectly  acceptable  to  him.  The  only 
persons  to  whom  I  have  mentioned  the  subject,  connected 
with  the  Government,  are  Messrs.  Taney  and  KendsJl ;  to 
the  former  gentleman  a  week  since,  at  Baltimore,  who  re- 
plied in  these  words :  <  I  have  always  understood,  ond  ta- 
ken 4t  for  granted,  that  you  were  to  have  the  situation 
when  it  is  created.'" 

It  is  due  to  the  Chief  Justice  to  state  that  he  gives  to  the 
above  statement,  upon  his  oath,  an  unqualified  contradic- 
tion. But  with  this  imposing  array  of  high  officers,  inclu- 
ding the  President  himself,  when  said  Whitney  approached 
Mr.  Duane,  then  newly  installed  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, it  was  of  no  avail ;  he  received  no  encouragement,  as 
the  following  extracts  from  Mr.  Duane's  letter,  so  highly 
creditable  to  him,  will  show.  He  says,  in  reply  to  Mr, 
Whitney  : 


«  Whenever  the  President  shall  express  his  wishes  in  re- 
lation to  any  subject,  or  with  regard  to  yourself,  I  will  so 
act,  I  trust,  as  to  merit  tlie  respect  of  the  President,  and 
preserve  my  own." 

[See  the  letters  at  large,  on  the  printed  appendix  to  the 
journal.  ] 

The  efforts  of  said  Whitney  to  procure  the  agency  while 
the  Hon.  R.  B.  Taney  was  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury 
were  no  less  extraordinary,  and  attended  with  no  better 
success.  In  the  month  of  October,  1833,  the  said  Whitney 
draughted  a  letter,  and,  procuring  the  co-operation  of  six 
of  the  principal  banks  in  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and 
Boston,  caus^  himself  to  be  recommended  to  the  Hon.  R. 
B.  Taney,  then  Secretaiy,  as  a  person  every  way  qualified 
to  take  charge  of  a  bureau  to  be  created  in  th^  Treasuiy 
Department,  at  a  salary  of  five  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num. According  to  this  scheme,  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment was  to  be  assimilated  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  while  the  deposite  banks  were  to  be  viewed  in  the 
light  of  branches  of  the  mother  bank,  (the  Treasury,  j  and 
Mr.  Whitney,  at  the  head  of  his  bureau,  was  to  represent 
a  committee  of  the  board  of  directors,  called  the  •*•  commit- 
tee on  the  branches.  In  this  department  their  returns  are 
received  and  examined,  their  operations  inspected,  and  the 
general  correspondence  attended  to."  The  original  of  this 
letter,  of  which  a  copy  is  herewith  appended,  is  acknowl- 
edged by  said  Whitney,  in  his  examination  before  the 
committee,  to  have  been  written  by  himself. 

Whether  Mr.  Taney  made  a  written  reply  to  this  letter 
does  not  appear.  If  he  did,  however,  it  could  not  have 
been  favorable  to  its  objects,  or  that  reply  would  probably 
have  been  used,  as  the  reply  of  Mr.  Woodbury  to  the  same 
communication  has  since  been  used,  by  said  Whitney,  as  a 
recommendation  to  the  State  banks  to  employ  him  as  their 
agent.  There  are  two  distinct  propositions  contained  in 
the  letter  now  under  consideration  :  Ist,  to  create  a  bureau 
in  the  Treasury  Department ;  2d,  that  Mr.  Whitney  shall 
be  placed  at  the  head  of  that  bureau.  That  Mr.  Taney 
WBS  unequivocally  opposed  to  each  proposition,  is  manifest 
firom  his  letters  to  Thomas  Ellicott  and  Reverdy  Johnson, 
Esq'rs,  as  well  as  his  evidence,  reported  to  the  House. 
(For  letters,  see  appendix.) 

Afler  Messrs.  Duane  and  Taney  had  retired  from  the 
Treasury,  and  the  Hon.  Levi  Woodbury  was  placed  over 
that  Department,  Mr.  Whitney  reifewed  his  efforts  with 
better  success,  and  accomplished  his  object  in  an  indirect 
manner,  obtaining  a  better  salary  than  he  would  have  re- 
ceived at  the  head  of  the  proposed  bureau,  with  the  power 
to  increase  his  compensation  without  any  other  limit  or  re- 
straint than  what  the  banks  themselves  might  be  able  to  op- 
pose to  his  demands,  while  his  situation  opened  a  field  of 
speculation  difficult  to  resist  by  any  one  who  is  subject  to 
the  influence  of  great  pecuniary  temptation.  Mr.  Whit- 
ney enclosed  the  said  letter  from  the  six  deposite  banks  in 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston,  sent  by  them  to  Mr. 
Taney,  to  Mr.  Woodbury,  in  his  letter  of  the  4th  Novem- 
ber, 1834,  which  letter  is  as  follows : 

Washikotok,  November  4,  1834. 

SiH :  The  enclosed  lettei^  signed  by  the  deposite  banks 
in  SJiiiladelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston,  addressed  to  the 
Hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was  com- 
municated to  him  in  October  of  last  year. 

At  that  time  it  was  deemed  best  to  defer  acting  upon  it 
until  after  the  meeting  of  Congress.  That  body  met  and  ad« 
joumed,  vrithout  any  definitive  legislation  upon  the  subject 
of  the  deposite  banks.  The  same,  we  have  good  reasons 
to  suppose,  will  be  the  result  of  the  approaching  session, 
if  renewed  legislation  shall  be  proposed.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  many  well-informed  persons,  that  the  public  interests, 
as  well  as  those  of  the  deposite  banks,  will  be  greatly  pro- 
moted at  this  time  by  the  aid  and  action  of  a  central  agen- 
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ey,  established  upon  some  principle,  particularly  in  relation 
to  organizing  and  permanently  establishing  a  system  of  do- 
mestic exchanges  throughout  the  country,  with  which  its 
general  interests  and  that  of  the  currency  are  so  deeply 
connected. 

In  many  other  respects,  it  is  believed  that  such  an  agen- 
cy will  be  equally  beneficial. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing,  herewith,  the  letter  con- 
taining the  suggestions  of  the  deposite  banks  before  allu- 
ded to,  for  your  consideration,  or  adoption  of  any  course 
which  you  may  think  proper  in  relation  to  the  same. 
I  am,  with  respect,  yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbubt, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ,  Washington. 

[For  letter  enclosed  in  above,  see  pages  160,  161,  ante.] 

In  this  letter  of  Mr.  Whitney  he  appears  to  have  aban- 
doned nothing  of  his  original  puqpose,  except  in  the  mode 
and  manner  of  accomplishing  the  same.  He  adheres  to  the 
objects  of  the  agency,  but  appears  to  be  prepared  to  give 
up  the  Treasury  bureau  for  a  central  agency,  established 
upon  *<  some  principle,  particularly  in  relation  to  organizing 
and  permanently  establishing  a  system  of  domestic 'ex- 
changes throughout  the  country,  with  which  its  general  in- 
terests and  that  of  the  currency  are  so  deeply  connected. 
In  many  other  respects  (he  continues)  it  is  believed  that 
such  an  agency  will  be  equally  beneficial.  I  take  the  lib- 
erty of  enclosing,  herewith,  the  letter  containing  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  deposite  banks,  befere  alluded  to,  for  your 
consideration  or  adoption"  [not  of  the  bureau,  but]  <*of  any 
course  you  may  think  proper  in  relation  to  the  same."  To 
which  Mr.  Woodbury  returned  the  following  answer : 

Tbxasubt  Dkpabtxbnt, 

November  5f  1834. 

Sib  :  Your  communication,  addressed  to  my  predeces- 
sor, hss  been  perused  by  me,  and,  in  reply,  I  would  ol)- 
serve  that  my  own  views  in  relation  to  its  contents  corre- 
spond, it  is  believed,  substantially,  with  those  entertained 
by  him.  But  though  both  have  been  satisfied  that,  under 
the  present  laws  and  appropriations  applicable  to  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  no  such  agency  as  that  proposed  can  be 
established  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  yet  it  must  be 
obvious  that  the  select^  banks  themselves  might,  in  a  fis- 
cal and  commercial  view,  derive  g^reat  advantage  from  the 
services  and  correspondence  of  an  agent  of  their  own,  resi- 
dent in  this  city,  and  devoting  special  attention  to  their  in- 
terests. I  hardly  need  assure  you  that,  in  respect  to  in- 
formation in  the  possession  of  this  Department,  which  might 
be  deemed  useful,  and  which  could  be  furnished  without 
detriment  to  the  public  welfare,  it  would  at  aU  times  be 
cheerfully  given  to  any  such  agent  of  any  of  the  selected 
banks. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

R.  M.  Whitnet,  Esq.,  Washington. 

If  it  were  possible  to  misunderstand  the  eiSect  and  inten- 
tion of  Mr.  Woodbury *s  letter,  he  has  explained  both  in  his 
communication  to  the  committee.  (See  journal  of  comfit- 
tec,  page  12.)     He  says: 

**  To  that  application  I  made  answer  the  ensuing  day, 
stating  what  was  my  own  opinion  and  what  was  under- 
stood to  be  the  opinion  of  my  predecessor,  (corresponding 
with  my  own,)  that  the  Treasury  Department,  under  the 
existing  laws,  had  no  authority  to  constitute  any  such  of- 
fice or  agency,  and,  if  one  was  appointed,  it  must  be  done 
by  the  banks  themselves." 

It  is  manifest  that  the  same  object  was  to  be  accomplish- 
ed, the  same  agency  to  be  constituted,  the  same  ofiicer  to 
be  appointed  by  the  banks  themselves,  which  the  Secreta- 


ry of  the  Treasury  had  been  applied  to  to  constitute,  but 
which  he  declined,  alleging  as  a  reason  the  want  of  power 
<*  under  the  existing  laws."  About  the  same  time  that 
Mr.  Woodbury  made  those  suggestions,  on  the  6th  Novem- 
ber, 1834,  Mr.  Whitney  obtained  a  letter,  dated  Washing- 
ton, 8th  November,  1834,  of  which  he  speaks  as  follows, 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Bur- 
lington, Vermont: 

<*  With  this  I  forward  you  the  copy  of  a  letter,  written 
by  a  person  high  iu  the  confidence  of  the  Executive,  to  some 
friends  in  New  York  and  Boston." 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  anonymous  letter 
to  which  he  referred  for  a  more  particular  understanding  of 
the  objects  of  the  agency,  and  the  character  of  the  business 
which  was  to  be  committed  to  his  charge : 

'*  The  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  know, 
view  the  subject  in  the  same  light  that  I  do,  and  will  be 
gratified  if  the  banks  will  establish  such  an  agency ;  and, 
from  his  talents,  experience,  and  fidelity,  no  appointment 
•would  be  more  acceptable  to  them  than  that  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, who  has  already  been  recommended  to  the  Depart- 
ment." 

The  chief  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department,  McCIin- 
tock  Young,  Esq.,  states  as  follows,  (see  pi^o  96,  journal 
of  the  committee :) 

<*  Question  1.  State  all  you  know  upon  the  subject  of 
inquiry  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the  House,  which  is 
now  before  you. 

<<  Answer.  There  is  an  agent  of  some  of  the  deposite 
baiiks  residing  in  Washington,  R.  M.  Whitney.  My  in- 
formation on  the  subject  is  derived  partly  from  letters 
from  banks  on  file  in  the  Treasury  Department,  end  partly 
from  having  heard  Mr.  Whitney  say  he  was  employed  by 
some  of  the  banks  as  their  agent.  I  know  nothing  of  any 
agreement  or  contract  he  may  haye  with  any  of  those 
banks.  The  character  of  his  business  I  believe  to  be,  to 
attend  to  their  interest  so  far  as  it  relates  to  their  connexion 
with  the  Treasury  Department  s  that  is,  he  attends  gen- 
erally to  all  matters  in  which  their  operations  are  required, 
in  relation  to  the  keeping,  disbursing,  and  tranafening  of 
the  public  money.  -  Those  operations  sometimes  operate, 
as  the  banks  say,  injuriously  to  their  interests,  and  he  has 
frequently  called  oii  the  Secretary,  and  other  arrangements 
have  been  made,  I  presume  and  believe,  on  his  repreeenta- 
tions,"  dec. 

«  2d.  To  the  same.  Does  he  or  does  he  not  examine 
the  returns,  <&c.  of  the  deposite  banks,  and  prepare  the 
statement  of  their  condition  ? 

"  Answer.  He  is  allowed  to  have  access  to  the  returns 
made  to  the  Department  by  the  deposite  banks.  He  has 
prepared  tabular  statements  of  their  condition,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  several  banks. 

'<  3d.  Are  these  statements  substantially  communicated 
to  Congress  1  Have  you  any  recollection  of  such  an  in- 
stance? 

<*  Answer.  I  know  but  of  one  such  statement,  prepared 
by  him,  having  been  communicated  to  Congress,  and  that 
was  appended  to  the  Secretary's  annual  report,  I  believe  at 
the  session  of  1 835-'36 .  The  document  so  transmitted  was, 
I  believe,  revised  by  one  of  the  clerks  regularly  employed 
for  the  purpose."    (P.  96  and  97  of  journal.) 

Samuel  McKean,  Esq.,  a  clerk  in  the  Department,  says, 
in  answer  to  the  8th  interrogatory  : 

«  Mr.  Whitney  prepared  a  tabular  etatement  showing 
the  condition  of  the  depoute  banks  near  the  Ist  of  Janua- 
ry, 1835,  a  copy  of  which  was  appended  to  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  to  Congress,  in  December,  1835.  I 
cannot  state  positively  whether  that  table  was  examined  by 
any  person  in  the  ofilice.  There  was  annexed  to  that  table 
a  statement  showing  the  exchange  operations  of  some  of 
the  banks,  which  I  understood  was  prepared  by  one  of  the 
clerks  in  the  office,  from  information  furnished  by  Mr. 


APPENDIX— To  GaU»  8f  SeaUnCs  Regi$ter. 


167 


Agent  ofDeponte  Banks. 


[S4th  Oove.  2d  8zss. 


Whitney.  Mr.  Whitney  also  prepared  a  table  of  the  same 
description,  showing  the  condition  of  the  depoeite  banks, 
let  December,  1835.  This  table  was  very  carefully  ex- 
amined and  compared  by  myself  with  the  statements  re- 
ceived from  the  banks,  and  in  some  minor  points  corrected ; 
copies  were  made  and  annexed  to  the  same  report,  I 
thmk,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Congress.  All 
the  other  tables  of  the  same  description,  up  to  the  time  of 
the  passage  of  the  depoeite  act,  were  prepared  by  clerks  in 
the  Department,  principally  by  myself."  (See  journal  of 
the  committee,  p,  113.) 

Same  witness,  at  page  1 12,  in  reply  to  the  4th  interrog- 
atory, says : 

'<  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  selection  of  the  deposite 
banks  was  sometimes  a  subject  oi.  conversation  between 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Mr.  Whitney,  and  that 
the  Secretary  obtained  from  Mr.  Whitney  all  the  informa- 
tion he  could,  to  enable  him  to  decide  as  to  the  propriety 
and  expediency  of  selecting  particular  banks.  Whilst  the 
statements  of  the  condition  of  the  depoeite  banks  were  in 
my  possession,  Mr.  Whitney  had  access  to  them  occasion- 
ally, and  I  have  sometimes  called  on  Mr.  Whitney,  as 
being  familiar  with  the  subject,  to  explain  certain  items 
which  T  did  not  exactly  comprehend.  Mr.  Whitney  has 
.  frequently  had  access  to  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  with 
certain  banks.  How  far  he  may  have  influenced  the  Sec- 
retary in  making  transfers  I  cannot  say,  though  I  believe 
that  in  some  cases,  at  his  instance,  the  periods  for  transfers 
have  been  extended." 

Richard  Ela,  Esq.,  a  clerk  in  the  Department,  says,  in 
answer  to  the  2d  interrogatory,  at  page  108  of  the  journal, 
among  other  things : 

**  On  two  or  three  occasions  Mr.  Whitney  has  applied 
to  the  Secretary,  having  first  explained  his  business  to  me, 
for  extension  of  transfers ;  on  several,  indeed  I  may  say 
many  times,  be  has  applied  to  examine  the  returns  of  the 
banks." 

John  McGinnis,  Esq.,  a  clerk  in  the  Department,  charg- 
ed with  the  care  of  business  appertaining  to  the  public  lands, 
states,    (see  p.  95  :) 

«•  2d  Question.  At  what  time  did  R.  M.  Whitney  cpme 
into  the  Department,  and  what  has  been  the  nature  and 
character  of  his  business,  so  far  as  you  know  ?  ' 

•'Answer.  Mr.  Whitney's  business  with  the  Depart- 
ment commenced  soon  after  Mr.  Woodbury  took  charge  oi 
it,  as  well  as  the  witness  can  recollect.  The  precise  nature 
or  character  of  his  business  is  not  known  to  me,  but  it  is 
generally  understood  that  he  is  the  agent  of  several  of  the 
deposits  banks. 

"  3d  Question.  Has  R.  M.  Whitney  had  access  to  the 
files  of  papers  in  your  room  ?  If  yea,  state  whether  it  has 
been  a  common  habit  with  him  ;  if  nay,  give  the  particular 
instances  of  that  nature. 

<*  Answer.  Mr.  Whitney  has  on  two  or  three  occasions 
referred  to  papers  in  my  charge  relating  to  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,  and  on  such  occasions  witness  believes  it  was 
to  procure  infonnation  for  some  public  use.  In  one  in- 
stance, the  purpose  wss  stated  to  be  for  the  use  of  a  Senator. 

'^4th  Question.  Has  he  or  has  he  no*  taken  the  files 
of  original  papers  containing  returns  from  the  land  offices, 
or  some  other  papers,  to  his  own  loom,  to  be  examined  ? 

**  Answer.  Yes,  in  the  instance  referred  to  in  answer  to 
question  third,  Mr.  Whitney  applied  to  me  to  see  the  re- 
turns of  the  moneys  received  at  the  land  offices,  in  pay- 
ment for  public  lands.  They  were  shown  to  him ;  and,  afler 
looking  at  them,  he  desired  me  that  I  would  permit  him  to 
take  them  to  his  room,  stating,  at  the  same  time,  the  ob- 
ject  for  which  he  wanted  them ;  and  I  did  not  hesitate  to  let 
him  have  them.     They  were  returned  on  the  following  day. 

**  5th  Question.  For  what  object  did  he  state  he  want- 
ed them,  and  who  was  the  Senator  awaiting  in  his  room 
to  obtain  the  information  1     State  H^o  when  it  was. 


<<  Answer.  The  object  was  said  to  be  to  ascertain  the 
particular  kind  of  moneys  in  which  the  payments  for  pub- 
lic lands  were  made.  The  information  was  stated  to  be 
for  the  use  of  the  Hon.  T.  Benton,  and  the  occasion  re- 
ferred to  was  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  present 
sesfiion  of  Congress.  T  am  not  sure  whether  Mr.  Benton 
was  said  to  be  in  Mr.  Whitney's  room  at  the  time.  T  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  reason  of  his  taking  the  papers 
away  was,  that  they  might  be  examined  between  the  in- 
terval of  opening  and  closing  the  office." 

How  far  those  papers  were  taken  from  the  office  to  which 
they  belonged,  by  Mr.  Whitney,  will  appear  by  the  follow- 
ing question  and  answer,  a  part  of  which  relates  to  that 
subject.  (See  evidence  of  Samuel  McKean,  p.  1 13,  9th 
question  and  answer.) 

<<  Question.  State  how  far  the  room  that  he  [Mr.  Whit- 
ney] now  occupies  is  situated  from  the  room  of  Mr.  John 
McGinnis,  jun.,  [from  which  the  land-office  papers  were  ta- 
ken,] and  whether,  in  passing  from  one  to  the  otiier,  it  is 
necessary  to  go  out  of  doors,  or  up  or  down  stairs. 

"  Answer.  To  that  part  of  the  question,  the  room  now 
occupied  by  Mr.  Whitney  is  in  the  house  next  but  one  to 
that  in  which  is  the  room  occupied  by  John  McGinnis,  jun. 
Mr.  McGinnis's  room  is  in  the  third  story  of  the  build- 
ing, Mr.  Whitney's  on  the  first.  In  passing  from  one  to 
the  other,  it  is  necessary  to  go  out  of  doors,  and  up  or  down 
stairs.  If  there  be  any  communication  between  the  build- 
ings, without  going  out  of  doors,  I  have  never  noticed  it, 
or  known  of  its  being  used." 

He  adds,  in  conclusion,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury disapproved  his  conduct  in  permitting  the  papers  to  go 
out  of  his  room. 

The  evidence  contained  in  the  responses  of  the  clerks  in 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  letters  before  alluded  to, 
as  to  the  existence  of  the  agency,  and  the  character  of  the 
business  which  appertains  to  it,  is  not  in  any  degree  con- 
troverted  or  impugned  by  the  testimony  of  the  Secretary, 
[Mr.  Woodbury,]  as  far  as  the  same  is  understood  by  the 
minority  of  the  committee.  It  is  true  that  many  portions 
of  his  evidence  are  so  elaborate  and  argumentative  as  not 
to  be  intelligible  ^thout  taking  it  oil  together,  and  bestow- 
ing upon  it  some  considerable' consideration.  In  page  12 
of  the  journal  he  thus  describes  the  nature  of  the  agency 
and  the  character  of  its  duties  and  business : 

"But  in  several  other  cases  where  the  Department  has 
not  been  consulted  by  the  banks  in  any  way,  to  my  knowl- 
edge, except  in  the  letter  of  1833,  before  given,  but  where 
the  banks  had  been  selected,  some  before  and  some  since 
my  entering  on  the  duties  of  Secretaiy,.  I  have  no  doubt 
that:  they  appointed  an  agent  here  at  an  early  day  after  their 
selection,  and  that  they  did  it  from  a  conviction  that  he 
might  be  useful  to  them  in  both  their  public  and  private  du- 
ties as  banking  institutions.  Some  of  the  banks  are  so  situ- 
ated, as  to  their  extensive  capital  and  discounts,  their  heavy 
business  in  exchanges,  their  large  depositee,  payments, 
and  transfers,  that  it  is  manifest  to  all  acquainted  with  such 
operations,  as  stated  in  the  above  letter,  addressed  to  my  pred- 
ecessor, and  m  my  reply  of  November,  1834,  before  an- 
nexed, that  an  intelligent  agent  or  correspondent  here  might 
often  prove  very  useful- and  convenient,  both  in  respect  to 
their  business  In  behalf  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  business 
with  the  commercial  community,  as  well  as  with  each  other, 
while,  in  cases  differently  situated,  an  agent  here  would  be 
of  little  or  no  benefit  whatever. 

<<  In  answer  to  the  next  question,  I  know  nothing  with  ac- 
curacy beyond  what  has  already  been  stated,  as  to  the  du- 
ties he  is  to  discharge  for  those  banks  which  employ  him. 
But  I  presume,  as  just  intimated,  it  is  to  communicate  the 
earliest  information  on  all  subjects  he  may  suppose  to  afiect 
their  interests,  whether  as  public  depositories  or  private 
banking  institutions ;  to  give  his  advice  and  aid  when  call- 
ed for  or  deemed  useful  in  the  transaction  of  their  business 
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of  either  character ;  to  be  the  organ,  at  times,  of  presenting 
their  wishes  to  the  Department  in  respect  to  subjects  connect- 
ed with  their  public  obligations;  and  to  procure  here,  and 
communicate,  the  best  intelligence  in  his  power,  on  the  state 
of  the  money  market  at  home  or  abroad,  on  the  condition 
of  the  currency  and  of  the  exchanges,  and  on  the  suppo- 
sed legislation  likely  to  happen  in  Congress,  either  as  to  the 
banks  themselves,  or  as  to  heavy  appropriations  to  be  paid 
by  them ;  and,  in  fine,  on  any  other  topic  which  he  may 
considl&r  interesting  or  beneficial  to  his  employers." 

In  page  14,  Mr.  Woodbury,  in  answer  to  the  question, 
•<  What  official  or  unofficial  connexion  existed  between  said 
agent  and  the  Treasury  Department!"  replies,  at  great 
length,  in  his  eleventh  answer,  which  extends  through 
three  or  four  pages  of  the  journal,  from  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  Mr*  Whitney  is  recognised  as  the  agent  of  the 
deposite  banks,  and  business  is  transacted  with  him  in  the 
same  manner  that  it  is  with  agents  and  attorneys  in  ftict, 
who  have  full  power  from  their  principals  to  bind  them  in 
the  settlement  of  claims,  the  execution  of  acquittances,  re- 
ceipts, dec. 

Page  16. — <'  Of  the  present  resident  agents  who  occa- 
sionally transact  business  with  the  Department,  I  under- 
stand that  two  of  them,  Mr.  Causlen  and  Mr.  Law,  keep 
their  offices  in  their  houses,  and  two  of  them,  Mr.  F. 
Dickins  and  Mr.  Whitney,  keep  their  offices  in  the  same  row 
of  buildings  now  occupied  by  the  Treasury.  But  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  the  two  last  penons  hire  their  rooms  of  the  pri- 
vate owners  of  the  buildings,  as  the  Departioent  has  done 
since  the  fire  in  1833,  and  as  neither  of  these  agents  has 
hired  them  from  this  Department." 

**  With  al]  of  those  agents  liefore  named,  [he  having  be- 
fore given  a  list  of  agents,]  as  well  as  many  others,  when 
transacting  business  for  their  principals,  the  official  connex- 
ion of  the  Department  has,  in  all  other  respects  as  well  as 
these,  been  similar,  and  the  manner  of  transacting  business 
has  been  similar,  except  as  the  business  may  difler  in 
amount,  extent,  or  difficulty,  and  requires  in  some  cases 
much  more  frequent  and  constant  attendance  and  inquiries 
than  in  others. 

<<My  anxiety  has  always  been,  in  concerns  so  very  nu- 
merous, and  involving,  as  many  of  them  do,  not  only  such 
difficult  questions  for  decision,  but  such  large  amounts  of 
property,  to  furnish  every  proper  facility  to  each,  every 
species  of  public  information  connected  with  their  respective 
business,  and  every  access  to  papers  pertaining  to  their 
cases,  which  might  be  deemed  useful  to  the  principal  in 
interest,  and  at  the  same  time  not  injurious  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

«  But  in  the  case  of  the  agent  of  the  banks  no  indulgence 
of  any  kind  is  known  or  believed  to  have  been  granted, 
whicl^  if  requested,  hm  been  withheld  from  the  agents  on 
other  subjects,  and  especially  the  agents  of  corporations,  or 
persons  in  public  employment,  nor  any  withheld  which,  in 
other  like  cases,  has  on  request  been  granted. 

**  I  can  think  of  no  further  ex  plans  tion  desirable  as  to 
the  official  connexion  between  the  agent  for  some  of  the 
deposite  banks  and  this  Department,  unless,"  dtc. 

Pages  36  and  37  of  journal  of  committee. — '*  Question 
14.  Have  you  ever  consulted  or  advised  with  said  R.  M. 
W*hitney  upon  the  propriety  or  expediency  of  measures, 
or  informed  him  of  measures  respecting  the  public  money 
and  the  deposite  banks,  before  or  after  such  measures  were 
adopted  or  rejected  by  the  Treasury  Department  ?  if  so,  is 
the  practice  of  so  advising  and  consulting  with,  and  of  so 
^informing  him,  hsbitual  with  you,  and  upon  what  meas- 
ures have  you  consulted  and  advised  with  and  informed 
him? 

"Annwer.  I  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  consulting 
Mr.  Whitney  on  the  propriety  or  expediency  of  measures, 
or  informed  him  of  measures  respecting  the  public  money 
and  the  deposite  banks,  except  in  cases  where  he  first  ap- 


plied to  have  any  measure  adopted  or  changed,  which  he 
represented  to  have 'a  material  bearing  on  the  deposita 
bulks  he  repreaented,  and  in  which  cases  I  have,  of  coune, 
asked  him,  if  he  did  not  voluntarily  state  them,  his  raasons 
in  favor  of  his  request. 

'<  On  the  topics  of  the  public  money  and  the  banks  gen* 
enlly,  he  has  often,  of  his  own  accord,  ofiered  his  views, 
as  oUier  persons  have  who .  have  taken  a  particular  inter- 
est  in  those  subjects;  and  I  have  always,  when  they  have 
been  so  offered  by  him  or  others,  endeavored  to  weigh 
properly  the  facte  and  arguments  offered,  and  I  have  fre- 
quently felt  obliged  to  differ  in  opinion  from  him  aa  weU  as 
others  on  such  topics.  Sometimes,  also,  I  haive  inqairsd 
as  to  particular  facts  or  events  connected  with  the  exchanges 
or  banking,  both  of  Mr.  Whitney  and  others,  whether 
merchants,  bankers,  or  men  of  practical  inteUigence,  on 
such  subjects,  but  have  done  it  with  a  view,  in  all  cases, 
to  inform  myself  fully  and  accurately,  before  deciding  on 
any  pending  question  or  measure,  and,  in  several  instanesi^ 
have  written  to  a  distance  for  such  information,  when  not 
able  to  procure  what  was  satisfactory  here." 

Page  40  of  journal  of  committee. — *<  Question  19.  Have 
you  ever  authorized,  or  directed,  or  requested  R.  M.  Whit* 
ney,  or  other  agent  of  the  deposits  banks,  to  iaaue  or  give 
instructions,  directions,  requests,  or  infonnation  of  any 
kind,  by  circulars  or  otherwise,  to  land  or  other  reoeiveif  of 
the  public  money,  or  to  any  other  officer  or  officers,  ageol 
or  agents,  of  the  Government! 

*<  Answer.  That  it  [the  Treasury  Department]  urged 
on  the  banks,  their  officers  and  agents,  whenever  seen  or 
consulted  in  respect  to  the  topic,  a  general  correspondeaca 
and  agrreement  to  redeem  their  notes,  when  taken  for  pub* 
lie  lands,  at  the  places  most  desirablcto  give  tfaem  a  uni- 
form and  high  value  as  a  currency ;  and,  at  the  aame  time, 
promised  any  aid  or  facility  in  the  power  of  the  Depart- 
ment, consistent  with  its  duties  in  other  respects  to  the 
Government,  to  promote  so  desirable  an  object ;  and,  on 
one  occasion,  when  it  was  understood  that  a  circular  was 
preparing  and  printing  to  advance  this  object  by  the  agnt, 
and  the  Department  was  asked  for  its  approval  of  thb 
course  in  behalf  of  the  deposite  banks,  and  its  willingnesi 
to  frank  that  printed  communication  on  this  public  and  in- 
teresting subject,  when  addressed  to  the  public  offioen  and 
agents,  whose  duty  it  was,  according  to  long  iMige  and 
frequent  orders  from  the  Department,  to  confoim  to  the  ai • 
rangements  of  the  banks  as  to  the  matter,  I  have  a  stroDf 
impression  that  I  assented  to  both ;  certain  it  ia,  I  should 
feel  justified  in  doing  it,  under  the  practice  and  riews  kog 
existing  in  the  Department. 

« I  have  never  conferred  any  authority,  in  any  way,  on 
this  subject,  on  any  person  other  than  is  above  stated ;  I 
have  never  conferred  any  on  Mr.  Whitney,  exoept  the  as- 
sent above  mentioned,  when  he  proffisred  to  act  as  agent 
for  some  of  the  deposite  banks,  and  always  regaided  any 
power,  properly  exercised  by  him  in  req)ect  to  it,  as  one 
derived  merely  from  the  banks  themselves,  in  hie  capacity 
as  their  agent. 

Page  50,  journal  of  committee. — «  Question  23.  Have 
you  ever  consulted  or  advised  whh  Reuben  M.  Whitney 
upon  the  selection  of  banks  of  deposite  of  the  public 
money  1 

"  Answer.  I  remember  he  has  in  some  caaes  offered  his 
remarks  to  me  on  the  subject,  as  have  other  persons. 

**  Question  23.  What  was  the  character  of  the  remarks, 
reasons,  or  considerations,  submitted  to  you  by  said  Whit- 
ney, for  the  selection  of  banks  of  deposite,  in  the  instenrss 
he  offered  his  remarks  to  you  1  Were  such  remarks,  rea- 
sons, or  considerations,  of  ft  political  party  character  1  and 
if  so,  state  in  what  respect. 

<*  Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  the  persons  making  those 
communications  have,  in  some  cases,  mentioned  poUtical 
circumstances  in  connMon  with  thb  subject,  and  in  gen- 
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eral  as  oppoaed  to  the  propriety  of  the  solection.  A  ma- 
jority of  the  stockholders  and  officers  have  usually  been 
stated  to  be»  when  any  thing  was  said  in  respect  to  their 
politics,  opposed  to  the  view  of  the  administration.  I  have 
no  recollection  of  any  particular  remarks  of  a  political  char- 
acter made  by  him  or  others  on  this  point,  beyond  such 
ones  as  are  above  described,  and  those  in  only  a  very  few 
cases." 

Page  62,  journal  of  committee.-^"  Question  24.  Are 
there  any  communications  in  writing  from  any  agent  or 
agents  of  the  deposlte  banks,  or  others,  urging  directly  or 
indirectly  upon  the  Department  Uie  selection  of  particular 
banks  of  depoeite,  from  political  considerations;  if  so,* to 
whom,  and  by  what  agent  or  agents  addressed  t 

*<  Ajiswer.  There  are  none,  to  my  knowledge,  from  Mr. 
Whitney ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  due  to  Mr.  Whitney  to 
state,  as  before  intimated,  that,  when  speaking  of  the  po- 
litical views  of  the  stockholders  of  most  of  the  doposite 
banks,  he  has,  if  knowing  their  political  opinions,  and 
mentioning  them,  often  observed,  that  though  they  were 
opposed  in  genersd  to  the  opinions  of  the  administration, 
he  thought  the  present  system  of  State  depositories  should 
be  administered  on  principles  similar  to  what  I  have  before 
described,  as  to  fitness,  Incali^,  and  security  of  the  banks 
selected,  and  the  fiscal  wants  of  the  Department,  and  with- 
out any  reference  to  the  politics  of  their  ofiicers  and  pro- 
prietors." 

Mr.  Woodbury  disclaims  all  political  influence  in  the 
selection  of  depositories  of  the  public  money.  To  place 
this  part  of  the  case  in  its  true  light,  and  i^ow  whether 
Mr.  Wliitney  is  entitled  to  the  compliment  bestowed  upon 
him  by  the  Secretary,  the  minority  beg  leave  to  refer  partic- 
ularly td  a  letter,  written  by  said  Whitney  to  James  G. 
Wilkins,  Esq.,  of  Natchez,  Mississippi,  president  of  the 
Planters*  Bank,  a  depository  of  the  public  money,  for  which 
said  Whitney  is  agent,  commencing 

««  WASBiFOTOir,  Sept,  30,  1835. 

**  Deab  Sib  ;  When  I  wrote  you  last  I  did  not  inform 
you  that  it  had  been  represented  here  that  you  were,  or 
would  be,  the  candidate  for  the  Senate,  in  opposition  to 
Walker.  This  I  then  considered  was  a  tale  for  the  pur- 
pose of  operating  prejudicially  to  the  interest  of  the  Plant- 
ers' Banl^  got  up  by  some  one  who  was  striving  to  direct 
a  part  of  its  Government  agency  to  another  institution." 
*  (See  pages  99  and  100.  See,  also,  at  pages  101  and 
102,  the  correspondence  of  said  Whitney  with  John  D. 
Beers,  of  New  York,  and  also  the  correspondence  between 
John  Tillson,  one  of  the  directors  of  the  State  Bank  of  Il- 
linois, then  applying  to  become  a  deposits  bank,  and  said 
Whitney.) 

Mr.  Tillson  offers  Mr.  Whitney  a  salavy,  and  wishes  to 
be  informed  what  course  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
taken  in  reply  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Rldgley,  ike  cashier  of 
the  Illinois  Bank.  Mr.  Whitney,  in  reply,  says  he  will  be 
candid-^ays  strong  prejudices  exist,  and  serious  charge 
are  made  against  that  bank.  The  first  charge  is  as  to  the 
violation  of  its  charter,  dtc.,  and  that  the  ultimate  object  of 
those  who  control  the  bank  is  to  efiect  a  political  change 
in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri,  in 
opposition  to  the  principles  of  Uie  present  administration. 
He  refers  to  the  diarter  of  the  bank  to  sustain  the  charge 
of  violating  its  charter.  He  refers  to  the  list  of  stockhold- 
ers, shows  that  some  of  them  reside  in  Cincinnati,  and 
that  they  are  conneoled  with  the  Life  and  Trust  Company, 
dec.     He  further  adds : 

"  And  it  has  been  declared  that,  in  the  late  election  in 
Illinois,  the  bank  did  employ  its  influence  in  the  Sanga- 
mon district.  Of  the  result  of  this  election,  you  will  prob- 
ably have  noticed  an  extract  of  a  letter  of  Governor  Dun- 
can, which  has  gone  the  rounds  of  the  opposition  prem. 
With  such  charges  as  these,  and  such  grounds  for  their 
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belief,  I  must  say  that  I  shall  feci  it  a  duty  to  do  all  in  my 
power  to  discourage  the  selection  of  any  institution  as  a 
confidential  agent  of  the  Government,  at  any  personal  pe- 
cuniary sacrifice  whatever. 

**  I  hope  the  Illinois  Bank  will  be  able  to  show  the  whole 
to  be  founded  in  error,"  &c. 

This  appears  to  have  been  the  commencement  of  the 
correspondence  between  that  bank  snd  the  Treasury  De- 
partment,  which  resulted  in  the  failure  of  the  bank  to  ob- 
tain the  deposites.  An  abstract  of  said  correspondence  is 
herewith  submitted,  which  was  made  out  from  various  let- 
ters obtained  from  the  Department  by  a  member  of  a  sub- 
committee, Mr.  Wise,  which  was  appointed  at  his  instance 
to  visit  the  Department,  examine  the  correspondence  of  the 
same  with  the  deposite  banks,  and  cause  copies  of  any 
papers  to  be  sent,  which,  any  one  f»f  them  considered  im- 
portant. The  urgent  and  pressing  business  of  two  com- 
mittees, of  one  of  which  he  was  chairman,  prevented  Mr. 
Wise ;  and  the  constant  attendance  on  this  committee  of 
the  other  two  gentlemen,  Messrs.  Martin  and  Johnson, 
prevented  them  from  devoting  more  than  a  few  hours'  time 
to  the  examination  which  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  the 
above  correspondence  with  the  Illinois  Bank,  of  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  given  the  committee  no  par- 
ticular information.  Had  sufllcient  time  been  allowed, 
much  more  important  evidence  might  have  been  obtained 
by  a  strict  examination  into  the  Treasury  Department 
For  a  further  illustration  of  the  political  and  party  consid- 
erations which  have  been  relied  on  by  the  banks  in  obtain- 
ing the  public  money,  as  well  as  in  using  it  afler  it  has 
been  obtained,  the  minority  would  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the 
correspondence  with  the  Buriington  Bank,  State  of  Ver- 
mont, an  abstract  of  which  is  herewith  submitted. 

From  the  testimony  of  James  Schott,  president,  and 
William  D.  Lewis,  cashier,  of  the  Girard  Bank,  it  appears 
that  the  said  Whitney  gave  information  in  advance  of  the 
intended  issuance  of  the  Treasury  circular  of  July  II,  1836, 
requiring  specie  in  payment  for  public  lands,  or  at  least 
that  such  a  measure  was  under  consideration  before  the 
adjournment  of  Congress. — (See  the  president's  answer, 
at  p.  151,  to  13th  interrogatory;  see  the  answer  of  the 
cashier,  at  p.  155,  to  13th  iiiterrogatory.) 

Answer  by  the  cashier.  •*  I  was  apprized  by  Mr«  Whit- 
ney of  his  belief  that  such  a  measure  was  under  considera- 
tion, but  do  not  know  that  he  derived  his  knowledge  there- 
of fh>m  the  Treasury  Department,  or  any  such  persons  as 
are  mentioned  in  this  interrogatory  ;  and  being  at  Wash- 
ington about  the  beginning  of  July,  his  impressions  were 
confirmed  by  my  own  observations.  The  information  was 
given  as  a  matter  of  intelligence'  coming  within  the  sphere 
of  the  agent's  duty,  and  for  no  specific  purpose.  Nor  do 
I  know  that  any  specific  use  was  made  of  such  informa- 
tion, so  far  as  relates  to  any  written  correspondence  upon 
the  subject.  I  refer  to  my  answer  to  the  3d  interroga- 
tory." 

The  minority  of  this  committee  would  respectfully  call 
particular'  attention  to  this  fact,  that  during  the  session  of 
Congress  a  measure  involving  the  exercise  of  such  doubt- 
ful powers  on  the  part  of  the  Executive ;  a  measure  which 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  declioed  to  adopt,  until,  as 
he  informs  the  committee,  he  was  so  directed  by  the  Presi- 
dent; and  one  so  materially  affecting  the  currency,  the 
exchange,  the  whole  moneyed  concerns  of  the  country, 
and  consequently  the  trade,  commerce,  and  value  of  every 
species  of  property  of  the  people  of  the  United  States — 
that  this  measure,  which  had  been  rejected  by  the  Senate, 
should  be  decided  on  before  the  adjournment  of  Congress, 
which  was  left  in  profound  ignorance  of  its  existence, 
while  Mr.  R.  M.  Whitney  was  not  only  in  possession  of 
this  cabinet  secret,  but  was  actually  communicating  it  to 
his  distant  friends  '*  as  a  matter  of  intelligence  coming 
within  the  sphere  of  the  agent's  duty,"  cannot  but  arrest 
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die  atlention  of  the  most  carelesB  as  well  as  the  most  pre- 
judiced mind. 

As  to  the  third  subject  of  inquiry :  <<  What  compensar 
tion  does  said  agent  receive  1"  the  minority  cannot  report 
the  precise  amount  of  compensation  which  he  received  di- 
rectly^ from  the  banks,  according  to  express  stipulation ; 
moch  less  can  they  state  the  amount  of  his  indirect  emolu- 
ments and  profits,  which  he  receives  in  consequence  of  his 
agency. 

The  said  Whitney  stood  mute  before  the  committee,  and 
refused  to  answer  upon  this  as  well  as  upon  most  of  the 
other  subjects  of  inquiry. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  states  that  he  is  wholly 
igpnorant  as  to  the  amount  of  his  compensation,  and  adds 
that  <*eacli  bank  which  employs  him,  and  pays  him  anv 
thing,  pays  whatever  it  deems  reasonable  and  proper.  ' 
The  witness  (F.  P.  Blair)  says  at  page  1 19  of  journal: 

"  Witness  states  that  he  once  inquired  of  Mr.  Whitney 
what  compensation  he  received.  He  gave  him  an  answer 
which  satisfied  the  witness  that  he  did  not  choose  to 
let  him  know  the  amount  of  compensation.  He  said  the 
banks  made  him  such  return  as  they  thought  his  services 
deserved.  He  had  no  fixed  salary,  as  the  witness  under- 
stood. This  was  some  time  ago,  soon  after  his  agency  com- 
menced. 

Thus  it  will  appear  how  profound  is  the  secret  and  mys- 
tery which  covers  this  transaction,  when  the  agent,  R.  M. 
Whitney,  conceals  the  facts  from  his  friend,  F.  P.  Blair, 
who,  it  appears  from  his  own  evidence,  is  interested  in 
knowing  the  amount  of  said  Whitney's  compensation,  as 
he  is  the  special  bail  as  well  as  the  security  for  the  prison 
bounds  for  said  Whitney  for  a  large  amount,  he  (Whitney) 
being  notoriously  insolvent.  The  same  witness  (F.  P. 
Blair)  says,  in  same  page  of  the  journal : 

<<'He  thinks  he  has  learned  from  some  quarter  that  Mr. 
Whitney  is  agent  for  about  twenty  banks,  but  is  not  posi- 
tive as  to  the  source  of  his  information,  nor  does  he  know 
their  names." 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  that  several  banks  pay  him 
one  thousand  dollars  each  per  annum,  that  several  pay 
him  five  hundred  each  per  annum,  and  that  several  pay 
him  lesser  sums  each  per  annum,  besides  several  sums 
which  have  been  paid  to  him  at  diflerent  times  in  the  form 
of  a  bonus.  Some  of  the  deposite  banks,  for  which  he  is 
understood  to  be  agent,  have  not  made  their  returns  to  the 
interrogatories  of  the  committee.  Some  have  taken  the 
high  ground  assumed  by  their  agent,  and  refuse  to  com- 
municate any  information  whatever  upon  the  subject  But 
it  appears  from  the  evidence  that  he  has  received  from  three 
banks  in  New  York,  viz:  Mechanics*  Bank,  Bank  of 
America,  and  the  Manhattan  Company,  each  one  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum ;  from  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics' 
Bank,  Albany,  New  York,  seven  hundred  and  fifVy  dol- 
lars per  annum;  from  the  Union  Bank,  Baltimore,  five 
hundred  dollars  per  annum ;  from  the  Giiard  Bank,  Phila- 
delphia, five  hundred  dollars  per  annum ;  Moyamensing 
Bank,  Philadelphia,  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum; 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  at  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  annum ;  Buriing- 
ton  Bank,  Vermont,  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum :  Com- 
mercial Bank  at  Cincinnati,  including  its  branch  or  office 
of  discount  at  St.  Louis,  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum ; 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  in  Michigan,  two  hundred 
dollars  per  annum  ;  in  all,  six  thousand  five  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars  per  annum,  besides  a  bonus  of  one 
thousand  dollars  from  the  Girard  Bank,  and  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  paid  by  the  Franklin  Bank 
at  Baltimore,  which  bank  does  not  employ  him  as  agent.* 

*  The  annual  compensation  received  by  said  Whitney, 
from  all  or  most  of  the  old  deposite  banks,  commenced  on 
the  Ist  of  January,  1835. 


To  what  amount  his  direct  compensation  may  be  increased 
by  the  evidence  yet  to  be  received  from  Uiose  deposite 
banks  which  employ  him,  and  which  have  not  yet  forward- 
ed to  the  conmiiittee  their  testimony,  the  minority  will  not 
undertake  to  conjecture. 

The  minority  of  this  committee,  believing  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  ascertain  whether  such  agent  did  not  derive  the 
large  amount  of  his  profits  or  emoluments  by  and  through 
speculations  in  the  public  lands.  Treasury  certificates,  the 
stock  of  banks,  &c.,  supported  the  following  interrogatory, 
offered  by  Mr.  Peyton,  as  proper  to  be  propounded  to  all 
witnesses  examined  in  behalf  of  the  committee,  viz : 

**  7th.  State  whether  said  agent  or  agents,  in  connexion 
with  any  officer  or  officers  of  the  Government,  or  any  other 
person  or  persons,  company  or  companies,  have  or  have 
not  been  engaged,  either  directly,  or  indirectly,  in  specula- 
tions in  the  public  lands,  in  Treasury  certificates  of  depos- 
ite, since  the  issuance  of  the  Treasury  order  of  July  1  Itb, 
1836,  or  in  the  stocks  of  banks,  corporations,  &c,  and 
whether  such  speculations  have  or  have  not  constituted  a 
part  of  the  compensation  or  emolument  of  said  agent  or 
agents  of  the  deposite  banks. 

<  *  Mr.  Hamer  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  <  any  officer 
or  officers  of  the  Government,  or,'  which  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  by  the  following  vote : 

<*Atks — Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gilleft,  Hamer, 
Martin. 

<*Nox8 — Messrs.  Garland,  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton." 

The  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  refused  to  answer  the 
following  interrogatories  during  his  examination  before  the 
committee,  (page  88,  question  39 :) 

<*  39.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  communicate  intelligence, 
in  advance  of  the  issuance  of  the  said  order,  [circular  of 
July  11th,  1836,  requiring  specie  in  payment  for  public 
lands,]  to  any  person  or  persons  at  a  distance,  who  were 
engaged  in  speculation  in  the  public  lands,  stocks,  or  mon- 
ey  market  1 

«  Answer.  I  decline  giving  any  answer  to  this  inteTToga- 
toiy." 

**  41.  Have  you.  or  not,  become  a  stockholder  in  any  of 
the  deposite  or  other  banks,  since  you  have  been  acting  as 
agent  for  some  of  said  deposite  banks ;  and  did  you  ac- 
quire or  procure  said  stock  as  part  of  your  compensation,  or 
in  any  other  manner  by  or  through  your  agency  for  said 
banks] 

<*  Answer.  I  decline  giving  any  answer  to  the  interrogs- 
toiy." 

**  44.  Did  ortlid  not  one  or  both  of  the  deposite  banks  in 
Michigan  make  a  loan  or  loans  to  a  very  large  amount, 
say  fifty  or  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  more  or  less,  to 
a  company  or  companies  of  land  speculators,  since  you 
have  been  an  agent  for  some  of  the  deposits  banks  ?  If  yea, 
state  whether  you  used  your  influence  in  that  or  any  aiiDilar 
instance,  either  for  a  land  or  stock  company,  person,  or 
corporation,  to  procure  accommodations  at  any  deposite 
bank ;  and  state  whether  you  were  to  derive,  or  have  de- 
rived, in  any  such  case,  any  profit,  benefit,  or  emolument 
whatever. 

**  Answer.  I  decline  giving  any  answer  to  the  interrog- 
atory. 

**45.  What  compensation  do  you  now,  or  have  you 
heretofore,  and  are  you  hereafter  to  receive  from  each  one 
of  the  deposite  banks  for  which  you  are  agent  1 

,**  Answer.  I  dedine  giving  any  answer  to  the  interrog- 
atory." 

<*47.  State  whether  you,  in  connexion  with  any  other 
person  or  persons,  company  or  companies,  have  or  have  not 
been  engaged,  cither  directly  or  indirectly,  in  speculations 
in  the  public  lands,  in  Treasury  certificates  of  deposite-, 
since  the  issuance  of  the  Treasuiy  order  of  July  11th, 
1836,  or  in  the  stock  of  banks,  corporations,  dec,  and 
whether  such  speculations  have  or  have  not  constituted  a 
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part  of  yonr  comf^ensation  or  emolument  as  agent  of  the 
deposite  banks. 

"  Answer.  I  dectine  giving  any  answer  to  this  interrog- 
atory. 

<<48.  Have  you,  in  connexion  with  any  officer  or  offi- 
cers of  the  Government,  or  any  other  person,  since  July 
11,  1836,  drawn  specie  iirom  the  banks  of  deposite  of  the 
public  money,  under  the  pretext  of  its  being  necessary  for 
the  pabiic  use,  upon  Treasury  warrants  or  drafts,  which 
specie  was  used  for  your  or  their  profit  as  merchandise, 
and  not  applied  to  the  public  use,  but  the  notes  of  the 
banks,  or  their  equivalent,  used  instead  of  such  specie,  for 
the  public  use ;  or  in  any  manner  have  you  been  concerned 
in  speculations,  on,  by,  or  through  said  Treasury  certifi- 
cates, warrants,  or  drafts,  in  connexion  with  any  person, 
bank,  or  corporation  ? 

*•  Answer.  I  decline  giving  any  answer  to  this  interrog- 
atory. 

*'  49.  Have  you  been  concerned  in  speculations  in  the 
public  lands.  Or  the  stock  of  banks  or  corporations,  in  con- 
nexion with  any  officer  or  officers  of  the  Government,  or 
other  person  or  persons,  company  or  companies,  bank  or 
banks ;  or  have  you  used  your  influence  to  obtain  for  such 
officer  or  officers,  person  or  persons,  company  or  compa- 
nies, bank  or  banks,  facilities,  loans,  accommodations,  dec, 
at  any  of  said  depodte  banks,  for  which  exercise  of  in- 
fluence you  have  been  compensated,  either  by  gift,  present, 
reward,  or  participation  in  the  profits,  or  expected  profits, 
of  any  such  speculation  1 

"  Answer.  I  decline  giving  any  answer  to  the  interrog- 
atory." 

"51.  Look  upon  the  list  of  deposite  banks,  now  be- 
fore you,  say  whether  it  contains  the  names  of  the  whole 
number,  and  point  out  on  the  list  the  banks  for  which  you 
are  agent. 

'*  Answer.  I  decline  giving  any  answer  to  the  interrog- 
atory." 

When  the  said  Whitney  first  appeared  before  the  com- 
mittee, on  the  12th  day  of  January,  1837,  in  obedience  to 
its  summons,  he  requested  a  week's  delay  to  prepare,  as  it 
was  understood,  his  papers^  &c.,  called  for  in  the  subpcsna 
duces  tecum*  The  request  for  that  purpose  was  considered 
reasonable  by  all  the  committee ;  but  as  the  time  allowed 
for  the  correspondence  with  banks  remotely  situated  from 
the  seat  of  Government  was  quite  limited,  it  was  desirable 
that  he  shoald  communicate  to  the  committee  such  infor- 
mation as  was  necessary  to  enable  them,  without  delay, 
to  commence  a  correspondence  with  the  deposite  banks ; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Peyton,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  witness  be  again  called  before  the 
committee,  and  that  the  following  interrogatories  be  pro- 
pounded to  him,  to  wit :  the  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth, 
before  its  decision  on  the  application  of  said  witness  for  a 
week's  delay. 

*'  1st.  Have  all  or  any  of  the  deposite  banks,  to  your 
knowledge,  employed  an  agent  or  agents,  to  reside  at  the 
seat  of  Government,  to  transact  their  business  with  the 
Treasury  Department?  If  so,  who  is  the  said  agent  or 
agents? 

"  2d.  What  are  the  number,  names,  location,  dec,  of 
the  banks  for  which  he  or  they  is  or  are  agent  or  agents  ? 

**  3d.  Have  such  agents  in  all  instances  carried  on  their 
correspondence  directly  with  jthe  officrrs  of  said  banks,  as 
well  before  as  since  the  commencement  of  their  agency, 
BO  far  as  you  know  1 

"4th.  State  the  names  of  tho  officers,  as  well  as  the 
offices  which  they  respectively  hold,  with  whom  your  cor- 
respondence has  been  carried  on  with  said  banks  at  all 
times. 

"  Answer.  I  am  not  prepared,  at  this  time,  to  answer 
any  interrogatory  whatever,  touching  the  subject  the  com- 


mittee is  investigating,  excepting  such  as  are  clearly  and 
positively  of  a  public  nature,  and  in  no  way  connected 
with  private  affitirs. 

"Answer  to  Ist  interrogatory.  Considering  this  in- 
terrogatory as  concerning  my  prtvaie  affairs,  I  decline  at 
this  time  giving  any  further  answer. 

"Answer  to  2d  interrogatory.  Beyond  what  concerns 
me  personally,  I  have  no  knowledge. 

"Answer  to  3d  interrogatory.  The  same  as  to  the 
second. 

"Answer  to  4th  interrogatory.  The  same  as  to  the 
first." 

To  enable  the  committee  to  understand  the  facts,  and 
form  a  correct  judgment  whether  the  interrogatory  which 
related  to  the  employment  of  an  agent  by  the  deposite  banks, 
"to  transact  their  business  xmth  the  Treasury  Depart- 
menf,**  "  concerned  the  private  afifairs"  of  the  witness,  the 
following  interrogatory  was  propounded,  by  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  committee,  (p.  22 :) 

"  5th.  What  is  the  nature  and  character  of  the  busi- 
ness which  such  agent  as  has  be^n  referred  to  in  the  ques- 
tion to  witness  is  employed  to  transact  with  such  4>anks ; 
what  relation  has  it  to  the  public  money  in  the  Treasury 
or  deposite  banks;  and  was  he  or  they  employed  at  the  in- 
stance, by  the  request,  or  with  the  consent,  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  or  any  other  officer  of  that  Depart- 
ment ;  and  is  or  is  not  the  business  and  correspondence 
of  that  Department  with  the  deposite  banks  carried  on 
through  said  agent  or  agents  ?  And  let  witness  further  state 
whether  the  agent  derives  his  pay  or  emoluments  out  of  the 
deposite  banks  or  the  Treasury,  or  both. 

"  Answer  to  5th  interrogatory.  Considering  all  that  is 
contained  in  this  of  9,  private  nature,  but  that  part  as  to 
'  whether  the  agent  derives  his  pay  or  emoluments  out  of 
the  deposite  banks  or  Treasury,  or  both  ;' .  and  that  I  be- 
lieve the  whole  will  be  answered  in  the  documents  which 
I  have  been  called  upon  to  bring  before  the  committee, 
when  they  are  produced,  with  the  exception  of  that  part, 
I  decline  at  this  time  giving  any  further  answer ;  and  that 
so  far  as  regards  myself,  and  any  agency  of  mine  for  any 
of  the  deposite  banks,  the  only  compensation  or  emolument 
which  I  derive,  or  ever  have  derived,  has  been  paid  me  by 
those  banks ;  also,  that  I  never  have  received,  nor  do  I 
ever  expect  to  receive,  any  pay,  com]iensation,  or  emolu- 
ment whatever,  from  the  public  Treasury,  for  such  agency." 

Page  89  of  journal  of  committee. — "  Question  43.  Did 
you  or  did  you  not  write  one  or  more  letters  to  the  deposite 
bank  at  Philadelphia,  called  the  Moyamensing  Bank, 
giving  certain  information  of  a  public  nature,  and  making 
suggestions  of  a  general  and  pubjic  nature,  bearing  upon 
the  legislation  of  Congress,  among  other  things ;  and,  in 
conclusion,  did  you  not  mark  said  letter  as  confidential, 
and  intimate  heavy  penalties  in  case  of  a  disclosure  ?  State 
whether  you  have  ever  written  letters  of  that  character  to 
any  of  the  deposite  banks. 

"Answer.  I  decline  giving  an  answer  to  this  interroga- 
tory." 

To  W.  D.  Lewis,  cashier  of  the  Girard  Bank,  page 
228. — "  Question  6.  Does  or  does  not  the  correepoml- 
ence,  copies  of  which  you  have  heretofore,  in  your  testi- 
mony, and  still  decline  to  lay  before  the  committee,  be- 
tween yourself  as  cashier  of  the  Girard  Bank  and  R.  M. 
Whitney  as  agent  of  that  bank,  relate  to  the  public  money 
in  or  out  of  said  bank,  its  use,  the  expect^  use  of  the 
same  ?  And  state,  further,  whether  the  said  correspondence 
upon  the  side  of  said  Whitney  is  marked  confidential ;  and, 
further,  whether  you  have  reason  to  apprehend  injury  to 
the  pecuniary  interest  of  said  bank,  if  you  were  to  make 
a  disclosure  of  the  same. 

"  Mr.  Pierce  objected  to  the  same,  which  was  decided 
in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote : 

"At— Mr.  Peyton. 
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« Noxs—Mesers.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfidd,  Gillct, 
MjiTtin,  Hamcr." 

Page  238  of  the  journal  of  committee. — <<  Question  25. 
Does  or  does  not  the  correspondence  to  which  reference  has 
been  made  relate  to  the  public  money  1  State  whether 
R.  M.  Whitney  does  or  does  not,  in  that  correspondence, 
give  such  information,  or  make  such  suggestions,  as  would 
be  important  to  be  communicated  to  a  bank,  or  individual, 
who  wished  to  use  the  public  money  for  purposes  of  specu- 
lation. Do  you  know  any  bank,  person,  cr  body  corpo- 
xate,  which  has  engaged  in  speculation  in  consequence  there- 
of ?  In  answering  this  question  the  witness  is  required 
only  to  describe  the  correspondence,  without  going  into  its 
contents. 

**  Mr.  GiUet  objected  to  this  question  ;  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmatiye. 

« ATxs~-Me8trs.  Peyton,  Wise,  Garland. 
<*No«8 — Messrs.  Gillet,   Hamer. 
'*The  question  was  propounded  to  the  witness,  who 
replied  as  follows : 

*<  Answer.  To  the  lattei  part  of  this  interrogatory,  I  re- 
ply that  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  bank  or  persons  hav- 
ing engaged  in  speculation  in  consequence  of  information 
derived  from  Mr.  Whitney,  since  he  has  been  agent  for  the 
banks.  Having  declined  producing  my  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Whitney,  I  decline  stating  any  part  of  its  con- 
tents, or  the  nature  of  it,  believing  that  no  power  exists,  or 
can  exist,  in  a  committee  of  Congress,  to  require  it. 

Page  254,  journal  of  committee. — *<  Question  31.  Has 
or  has  not  Mr.  Whitney  expressed  to  you,  or  to  any  other 
person,  to  your  knowledge,  either  verbally  or  otherwise, 
his  views,  or  course,  or  his  wishes,  on  any  subject  connect- 
ed with  this  inquiry,  since  it  was  agitated,  and  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  investigate  it  at  the  present  cession  of 
Congress  ?     If  yea,  state  the  purport  of  the  same. 

*<Mr.  Pierce  objected  to  this  question,  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

"Ayes — Messrs.   Peyton,  Garland. 
««Nois — Messrs.  Pierce,  Martin,  Gillet,  Fairfield." 
Page  256,  journal  of  committee. — Mr.   Lewis  speaks  of 
the  letter  and  correspondence  which  has  passed  between 
said  Whitney,  as  agent,  and  himself,  as  cashier,  of  the  Gi- 
rard  Bank,  as  follows : 

**  They  are  not  my  property  for  any  such  purpose,  and  I 
have  therefore  no  privilege,  even  were  I  so  disposed,  to  per- 
mit them  to  go  out  of  my  possession,  or  to  be  made  public. 
Letters  of  this  character  belong  no  less  to  the  writer  than  to 
the  person  to  whom  they  are  addressed.  I  hold  this  position 
to  be  sound,  and  accordant  with  the  dictates  both  of  justice 
and  honor." 

The  House  will  see  the  insuperable  difficulties  which 
were  thrown  in  the  way  of  a  full  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject, by  the  strict  and  technical  construction  given  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House  by  the  majority  of  the  committee, 
by  the  obstinate  and  pertinacious  refusal,  on  the  part  of 
said  Whitney,  to  respond  before  the  committee,  and  the 
like  course  adopted  by  those  officers  of  the  deposite  banks 
who  were  supposed  to  be  in  possession  of  the  most  impor- 
tant information  on  the  subject,  while  acting,  as  it  may  not 
be  unjust  or  unreasonable  to  suppose,  under  the  apprehen- 
aion  of  injury  to  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  institutions 
of  which  they  were  officers,  if  they  should  make  full  dis- 
closure of  what  they  knew. 

Whether  the  inquiries  contained  in  the  above  interroga- 
tories were  of  that  private  and  personal  character  which  was 
contended  for  by  the  witness,  Whitney,  as  well  as  the  offi- 
cers of  some  of  the  principal  banks  for  which  he  is  agent, 
will  be  for  the  House  to  determine. 

The  4th  and  5th  branches  of  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  will  be  considered  together ;  this  method 
will  avoid  much  repetition  of  the  evidence,  as  well  as  con- 
tribute to  a  more  distinct  and  perfect  understanding  of  this 


part  of  the  subject  of  inquiry  before  the  committee.  They 
are  as  follows : 

*<4(h.  Was  such  agent  or  agents  employed  at  the  re- 
quest or  through  the  procurement  of  the  Treasuiy  De- 
partment 1 

«  5th.  Is  the  business  of  the  Treasury  Department  with 
the  said  banks  conducted  through  the  said  agent  V 

If  the  Treasury  Department  did  procure  the  employment 
of  said  agent,  it  would  be  an  encouragement  to  the  bsnks 
to  transact  their  business  with  the  Department  through 
him  as  their  organ ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  that  busi- 
ness had  been  conducted  through  said  agent,  and  that  too 
under  the  frank  of  the  Department,  there  could  not  be  de- 
vised a  better  method  than  this  to  procure  his  employmeat 
by  the  banks. 

How  &r  the  agent  has  transacted  the  busiiieas  of  the  de- 
posite banks  with  the  Treasury  Department,  and  whether 
such  agent  has  been  employed  at  the  request  or  through  the 
procurement  of  tiie  Treasury  Department,  the  minority  will 
proceed  to  show  by  the  evidence,  to  rely  uptm  the  testimo- 
ny of  any  other  witness  than  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, and  the  clerks  in  the  Department ;  but  inasmtidi  as  their 
testimony  has  been  stated,  it  will  not  be  recapitulated. 

First  Mr.  Woodbury  wrote,  and  placed  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Mr.  Whitney,  the  letter  of  the  5th  November,  1834, 
which  letter  is  a  recommendation  of  the  most  imposing  char- 
acter in  favor  of  Mr.  Whitney,  and  must  have  been  so  in- 
tended by  the  writer  of  the  same ;  it  was  so  used  by  Mr. 
Whitney,  and  so  viewed  by  the  banks  before  whom  it  wu 
laid.  It  should  be  borne  In  mind  that  about  the  time  Mr. 
Whitney  obtained  the  letter  in  question  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  he  was  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  for  the 
Northern  cities,  to  solicit  the  agency  which  he  obtained ; 
that  he  procured  another  recommendation  on  the  8th  No- 
vember, 1834,  three  daya  afler  the  date  of  the  Secretary's 
letter,  written  by  one  living  at  this  city,  high  in  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Executive,  as  he,  Whitney  himself  say«^ 
which  letter  is  not  only  a  strong  and  decided  recommenda- 
tion of  Whitney,  as  well  as  of  the  agency  to  be  created, 
but  the  writer  speaks  in  the  most  decided  terms  of  appro- 
bation of  both,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
These  two  letters,  written  so  near  to  each  other  in  point  of 
time,  upon  the  same  subject,  were  used  by  Whitney  as  let- 
ters of  recommendation  to  ttus  banks,  which  viewed  th«n 
in  the  same  light,  and  appointed  him  their  agent. 

Page  13,  journal  of  committee. — <'  9th.  In  auswer  to 
the  next  inquiry,  whether  said  agent  has  been  employed  at 
the  request  or  by  the  procurement  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, I  would  observe  that  no  such  request  has  been  msde 
since  I  entered  on  the  duties  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, nor  have  I  any  reason  to  believe  that  any  such  request 
emanated  from  my  predecessors.  Neither  has  any  thing 
occurred,  to  my  knowledge,  which  could  be  construed,  in 
any  degree,  as  contributing  to  procuro  his  employment, 
unless,  when  the  appointment  of  an  agent  was,  in  1833, 
voluntarily  propoaed  by  several  of  the  banks,  to  be  made  by 
the  Department,  it  declined  to  make  one,  though  coinciding 
in  the  opinion  which  they  expressed,  Uiat  one  might,  for 
some  of  the  purposes  mentioned,  in  their  letter,  be  at  times 
found  very  beneficial  and  convenient  to  them." 

It  will  be  perceived  that  Mr.  Woodbury  does  not  contro- 
vert the  facts  that  said  letter  did  contribute  to  procuring 
said  employment,  and  that  it  was  so  understood  and  intend- 
ed at  the  time.  As  to  the  effect  produced  upon  the  officers 
of  the  bank  before  whom  it  was  laid,  see  the  following 
question  from  Mr.  W.  D.  Lewis,  cashier  of  the  Gir&rd 
Bank: 

Page  239  of  journal  of  committee.— *<  &7.  Was  or  was 
not  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (Levi  Wood- 
bury,) bearing  date  5th  November,  1834,  to  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney, laid  before  the  board  of  the  Girard  Bank,  as  a  recora- 


APPENDIX— ro  Gales  ^  Seaton's  Regitter, 


173 


Agent  ofDeposite  Banks, 


[24th  CoHO.  2d  Sess. 


mendation,  at  the  time  he  applied  to  be  appointed  agent  of 
■aid  bank  1  Was  or  was  not  that  the  only  letter  of  recom- 
mendation which  he  laid  before  that  banki  ^nd  state 
whether  that  letter  did  or  did  not  satisfy  the  board  that  the 
■aid  Whitney  was  acceptable  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. 

**  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  the  question,  which  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

"  Ates — ^Messn.  Wise,  Peyton,  Garland. 

<<  Noes— Messrs.  Gillet,  Hamer." 

The  question  was  answered  as  follows : 

*Mn  my  replies  to  the  printed  interrogatories,  T  have 
detailed  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  Whitney's  appointment, 
and  submitted  a  copy  of  Mr.  Woodbary*a  letter  referred  to. 
Whether  that  was  considered  by  our  board  as  a  letter  of 
recommendation,  I  do  not  know.  As  to  the  Girard  Bank, 
no  recommendation  of  Mr.  Whitney  was  necessary,  nor 
was  his  appointment  caused  by  that  letter.  For  myself,  I 
have  no  hesitation  .in  saying  that  it  satisfied  me  that  Mr. 
Whitney  would  be4icceptable  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, or  at  least  not  disagreeable  to  him." 

See,  also,  the  resolution  of  the  Moyamensing  Bank, 
passed  on  the  Ist  September,  1835,  in  which  this  is  the 
only  letter  of  recommendation  before  the  bank.  The  res- 
olution speaks  of  Mr.  Whitney  as  one  who  has  been  high- 
ly recommended,  Ac.  In  the  resolution  of  the  Girard 
Bank,  passed  10th  November,  1834,  it  is  stated  substan- 
tially that  Mr.  Whitney  has  heretofore  communicated  in- 
formation which  could  not  have  been  obtained  from  any 
other  source,  in  consideration  of  which,  it  appears,  he  was 
paid  one  year's  salary  in  advance  of  his  employment — 
#600. 

Page  1 1 1  of  journal  of  committee.  Question  to  Richard 
Ela,  a  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department : 

*<  10.  Do  you  know  of  any  application  made  by  R.  M. 
Whitney  to  any  officer  of  the  Treasury  Department,  either 
for  a  recommendation  to  be  employed  as  agent  for  any  de- 
posite  bank,  or  for  any  agency  or  office  in  that  Department 
connected  with  the  deposite  banks  V 

'^Answer.  I  do  not,  further  than  is  contained  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  Secretary  to  him,  dated  in  November,  1834,  ap- 
pended to  the  Secretaiy's  answer,  which  I  have  seen." 

Page  243  of  journal  of  committee.  President  of  the 
Farmers  and  Mecbanics'  Bank,  Albany,  says : 

<<  The  services  rendered  by  our  conesponding  agent  are, 
in  giving  attention  to  our  interests  and  communications, 
furnishing  statements  concerning  the  condition  of  the  de- 
posite banks,  of  the  currency  and  exchanges,  with  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Treasury,  together  with  such  intelligence  as 
he  may  deem  to  be  of  public  importance  or  particular  in- 
terest to  us." 

Nos.  18  and  19,  he  says: 

'*  No  such  letter  or  circular  was  ever  received  by  us  from 
any  of  the  persons  referred  to,  nor  did  said  persons,  or  any 
of  them,  ever  intimate  a  wish,  or  make  a  request,  either  by 
letter,  circular,  or  otherwise,  touching  the  appointment  by 
us  of  an  agent.  I  beg  leave  to  slate  tiiat  I  presume  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  has  been  fully  aware  of  the  ex- 
istence and  character  of  the  agency  established  by  the 
banks ;  and  that,  appreciating  its  importance,  he  has  af- 
forded every  consistent  and  proper  facility  to  enable  the 
agent  to  serve  the  banks  usefully  and  faithfully." 

Page  247  of  journal  of  committee.  Witness,  John  Arm- 
strong, states: 

'*  Reuben  M.Whitney  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty,  which 
he  owed  to  those  banks  that  had  employed  him  as  their 
agent,  to  give  them  the  earliest  notice  of  the  course  that 
would  be  pursued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

Page  161  of  journal  of  committee.  The  following  is  a 
preamble  and  resolution  adopted  by  the  Bank  of  America, 
New  York,  November  21,  1834  : 

«  Whereas  the  opinion  has  been  entertained  and  ex- 


pressed that  the  interest  of  this  bank,  and  the  other  banks 
in  this  city,  as  well  as  the  interest  of  the  commercial  com- 
munity, may  be  promoted  by  the  employment  of  a  suitable 
person,  resident  at  W*^ashington,  to  act  as  agent  for  the 
three  deposite  banks  in  this  city,  to  obtain  and  communi- 
cate them,  with  the  full  consent  and  approbation  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ^  seasonable  information,  from 
time  to  time,  on  the  following  points,  as  well  as  other  gen- 
eral or  particular  information  which  may  be  useful  and 
proper  to  communicate,  viz : 

"The  amount  ofjrevenue  receivable  at  New  York  for  a 
period  of  two  or  three  months  tO'Come. 

'*  The  amount,  or  probable  amount,  of  public  money  to 
be  disbursed  here,  or  the  amount  that  the  three  deposite 
banks  in  New  York  may  be-  caHed  upon  to  pay  for  that 
purpose,  and  for  a  like  period. 

•«  The  amount  of  public  money  that  they  may  probably 
be  required  to  transfer,  and  the  time  when,  and  the  place 
or  places  where,  the  transfers  are  to  be  made. 

•*  Therefore^  resolved^  That  the  president  and  cashier  of 
this  bank  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized,  in  co-opera- 
tion and  conjunction  with  the  two  other  deposite  banks  of 
this  city,  or  with  the  presidents  and  cashiers  thereof,  to 
appoint  such  person  as  they  may  deem  suitable  and  proper 
to  act  as  agent  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  to  agree  to 
make  the  said  agent  suitable  compensation  for  his  services ; 
provided  that  the  amount  to  be  paid  him  by  this  bank  shall 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum." 

The  president  of  the  bank  states : 

<<  And  the  subscriber  further  says,  that,  soon  after  the 
preamble  and  resolution,  as  above  recited,  were  adopted  by 
the  board,  R  M.Whitney  was  appointed  the  agent  in  con- 
formity therewith,  with  the  exception  only  tlmt  the  com- 
pensation to  be  allowed  him  by  the  Bank  of  America  was 
agreed  to  be  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  as  was  un- 
derstood to  be  allowed  by  the  two  other  deposite  banks,  in- 
stead of  six  hundred  dollars,  as  stated  in  die  resolution." 

By  reference  tathe  correspondence  of  the  banks  at  Bur- 
lington, Vermont,  and  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  to  which  the 
particular  attention  of  the  House  is  solicited,  it  will  appear 
that  Mr.  Whitney's  employment  was  looked  upon  by  those 
banks  as  a  measure  desirable  to  the  Government,  and  one 
which  was  necessary  on  their  part,  to  enable  them  to  co- 
operate in  carrying  out  the  great  measures  of  the  adminis- 
tration. It  will  further  appear  that  the  business  of  those 
banks  with  the  Department,  the  correspondence  touching 
financial,  fiscal,  and  political  affiiirs,  was  carried  on  with 
Mr.  Whitney  ;  and  that  he  not  only  exercised  the  power  of 
procuring  for  them  the  use  of  the  public  money,  but  gives 
assurances  to  the  Burlington  Bank,  on  one  occasion,  that 
it  shall  have  as  much  money  as  it  can  hold,  (say  three 
fourths  of  its  capital  stock,)  from  some  time  in  the  summer 
of  1836  until  the  following  January.  It  will  further  appear 
that  the  Burlington  Bank  so  used  the  money  as  to  effect 
political  changes,  as  it  is  stated,  in  favor  of  the  administra- 
tion, and  urged  that  as  a  reason  why  that  bank  should  be 
liberally  supplied  with  the  public  depositee,  to  continue 
like  political  influence  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  183G. 

Page  12  of  journal  of  committee. — Mr.  Woodbury's  an- 
swer, part  of  5th.  « In  two  or  three  other  cases,  and  those 
only,  individual  stockholders  of  banks  have  inquired  of  me, 
verbally,  as  to  the  utility  of  employing  such  an  agent.  In 
those  cases  they  were  informed  that  the  situation  and  busi- 
ness of  the  banks  in  which  they  were  interested  appeared 
to  be  so  small,  and  of  such  a  local  character,  that  they  were 
not,  in  my  opinion,  likely  to  derive  any  very  essential  ben- 
efit from  the  employment  of  an  agent  resident  here ;  and  it 
is  believed  that  they  never  have  employed  one." 

Page  34  of  journal  of  committee. — *' Question  8.  Is 
Reuben  M.  Whitney  the  person  through  whom  all  or  any 
of  the  communications,  verbal  or  written,  which  are  or 
have  been  made  by  the  Treasury  Department,  or  by  you 
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personally,  to  the  banks  of  deposiie  of  the  public  money  of 
which  be  is  agent,  or  which  are  or  have  been  made  by  said 
banks  to  said  Department,  or  to  you  personally  1 

'*  Answer.  In  reply  to  this  question,  if  properly  under- 
stood by  me,  I  would  state  that  most  of  the  communications 
received  from  the  dcposite  banks,  or  made  to  them,  are 
direct  between  them  and  the  Department,  though  occasion- 
ally they  are  made  through  Mr.  Whitney,  in  behalf  of 
some  of  them.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  letter  on  record^ 
from  or  to  Mr.  Whitney,  as  their  agent,  except  as  named 
in  my  report  of  the  1 1th  instant;  though  in  some  instances, 
I  think,  when  making  some  request  for  information  in  their 
behalf,  he  has  shown  to  me  letters,  or  held  them  in  his 
hand,  which  he  said  were  from  them. 

<<  When  the  application  in  their  behalf  has  been  made 
by  him  verbally,  and  no  letter  has  been  written  by  them  to 
the  Department,  it  has  been  customary  to  make  to  him  a 
verbal  reply,  if  the  business  was  of  little  importance.  But 
if  it  was  considered  of  much  magnitude,  a  written  commu- 
nication has  generally  been  sent  by  the  Department  directly 
to  the  bank  concerned. 

*<  Other  persons,  as  remarked  in  my  report  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  1 1th  instant,  have  been  the  org^an  of  commu- 
nicating the  wishes  of  several  of  the  deposite  banks,  on 
several  occasions,  and  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  above 
described  as  to  Mr.  Whitney." 

Same  page,  in  answer  to  9th  interrogatory,  he  says : 

<*  All  the  communications  made  to  or  from  the  Depart- 
ment, whether  directly  or  through  Mr,  Whitney,  which 
have  been  found  on  record,  &c.,  are  believed  to  be  annexed 
to  my  report,"  &c. 

Page  226. — Wm.  D.  Lewis,  cashier  of  the  Girard  Bank : 

«  Question  1.  In  your  testimony  which  was  forwarded 
to  the  committee  heretofore  it  is  stated  as  follows,  to  wit : 
'  I  have  on  some  occasions,  in  my  personal  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Whitney,  availed  myself  of  his  presence  at  Wash- 
ington to  make  informal  inquiries  of  different  officers  of  the 
Government,  and  suggestions  relating  to  the  interest  of  the 
bank ;  but  the  business  communications  of  the  bank  with 
the  Treasury  Department  have  been  direct  in  all  cases.' 
Were  the  inquiries  and  suggestions  above  referred  to  of  a 
public  nature,  which  concerned  the  bank  as  a  fiscal  agent? 
And  state  what  aid  the  said  Whitney  rendered  in  and  about 
the  same  or  similar  business,  at  any  time. 

**  Answer.  They  related  no  further  to  the  bank,  as  a 
fiscal  agent  of  the  Government,  than  that,  if  the  bank  bad 
not  been  a  fiscal  agent,  the  inquiries  and  suggestions  would 
not  have  been  made,  and  could  not  have  arisen.  I  will  state 
a  case,"  dec. 

**  Since  the  Girard  Bank  has  been  a  depository  of  the 
public  money,  great  efforts  have  been  made,  at  different 
times,  by  various  banks  in  Philadelphia,  to  obtain  a  portion 
of  it.  I  have  on  one  or  more  of  these  occasions  informed 
Mr.  Whitney,  and  requested  him  to  make  it  known  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  that  if  other  depositoiies  were  ap- 
pointed in  Philadelphia,  the  amount  of  the  public  money 
left  with  us  might  not  remunerate  the  bank  for  the  labor 
and  responsibilities  of  the  duties  it  had  engaged  to  perform 
for  the  Government.  He  made  the  suggestions,  but  I  am 
not  aware  that  the  bank  received  any  aid  from  him,"  &c. 

Page  87,  journal  of  committee. — <<  Question  32.  Have 
you  ever  used  the  following  lang\iage  in  any  of  your  circu- 
lar letters  or  instructions  to  any  of  the  public  officers,  to 
wit :  *  I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  this  to  each  of  the  public 
receivers,  and  have  no  doubt  that  they  will  act  with  such 
fairness  that  no  injustice  will  be  done  to  any  one  of  the 
deposite  banks.  Should  it  ever  be  otherwise,  and  any  one 
of  the  banks  have  cause  to  feel  aggrieved,  I  am  authorized 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  say  that  he  will  take 
the  most  prompt  measures  to  remove  any  just  cause  of 
complaint  1*  If  yea,  state  whether  you  had  received  any 
such  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


<<  Answer.  I  refer  the  committee  to  my  printed  letter  of 
the  29th  of  August,  1836,  (see  appendix  12,)  in  which 
will  be  found  the  paragraph  quoted  in  this  interrogatory. 

<<  In  effecting  the  arrangements  informed  of  in  that  let- 
ter, a  fear  was.  expressed  by  some  of  the  banks  that  the 
banks  and  receivers  might  not  act  in  perfect  faimesa  with 
each  other,  and  that  some  of  the  banks  might  be  subject  to 
impositions  under  the  arrangements  they  entered  into.  I 
communicated  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
who,  viewing,  as  I  believed,  the  arrangement  an  important 
one  for  the  community,  and  for  the  purpose,  as  I  supposed, 
of  inspiring  the  banks  with  confidence  that  they  would  not 
be  imposed  upon,  told  me  I  might  communicate  to  them 
the  substance  of  what  is  contained  in  the  concloding  part 
of  the  quotation,  though  probably  in  other  words." 

**  Question  35.  In  forwarding  to  the  public  officers  and 
to  the  deposite  banks  the  before-mentioned  circulan,  or 
making  any  other  communications  to  them,  have  yon  at 
any  time  used  the  frank  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy, 
or  any  otjier  officer  of  that  Department  1  If  yea,  state  if  it 
has  been  your  habit  to  do  so. 

<<  Answer.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  firanked,  or  au- 
thorized to  be  franked,  two  or  three  of  the  circulars  furnished 
to  the  committee,  marked  A,  one  of  each  of  whi(^  was 
forwarded  to  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  deposite  banks,  and  of 
one  of  them  a  copy  was  sent  to  each  uf  the  receivers,  also 
franked  by  him.  Also,  tables  showing  the  condition  of 
the  deposite  banks,  which  I  have  occasionally  prepared,  ths 
character  of  which  was,  in  all  cases,  made  known  to  him, 
or  the  papers  themselves  beiiig  first  shown  to  him.  Beyond 
these,  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  has  ever  franked,  or  autho- 
rized to  be  franked,  any  communications  to  the  banks,  or 
to  any  other  person  whatever,  of  mine." 

The  minority  would  particularly  refer  to  the  following 
extracts  from  the  testimony  of  the  Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 
to  prove — 

Ist.  That  there  is  an  agent  employed  by  some  of  the 
deposite  banks  to  transact  tndr  busineM  with  the  Treasury 
Departmefit, 

2d.  What  the  description  of  that  business  is. 

8d.  That  correspondence,  containing  claims,  requests, 
and  complaints,  and  matters  of  strict  business,  has  been 
conducted  through  this  assent  from  some  of  the  deposite 
banks  with  the  Treasury  JDepartment;  that  argnmenuare 
made  by  him  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which 
caused  the  Secretary  to  examine  important  subjects  criti- 
cally ;  and  that  this  agent  has  had  authority  conferred  upon 
him  by  some  of  said  banks,  under  which  he  acted,  and  de- 
clined to  act,  which  authority  was  known  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury ;  and  that  the  Secretary  communicated  an- 
swers through  this  agent  to  the  banks. 

<<  8.  *  I'hc  names  of  the  banks  employing  said  agent' 
are,  with  the  few  exceptions  before  alluded  to,  unknown 
to  me,  except  by  rumor. 

<*  Besides  the  Planters'  Bank  at  Natchez,  and  the  Com- 
mercial Bank  at  Cincinnati,  copies  of  whose  correspondence 
have  already  been  furnished,  I  think  that  in  one  or  two 
cases  of  differcnco  of  opinion  as  to  claims  made  by  the 
banks  through  their  agent,  and  in  those  alone,  a  written 
communication  was  moum  to  me  by  him,  concerning  the 
authority  confided  by  them, 

<*  But  the  final  question  in  those  cases  not  having  been 
one  as  to  competent  authority  on  the  part  of  the  agent  to 
do  any  officitfl  act  in  their  behalf,  but  as  to  the  sufficiency 
of  the  reasons  in  favor  of  the  claims  or  requests  made  by 
him,  and  which  are  believed  not  to  have  been  acceded  to, 
it  did  not  become  necessary  to  ask  the  evidence  of  his  au- 
thority to  be  filed ;  and  no  names  are  recollected  beyond 
those  above  stated,  except  the  Commercial  Bank  at  New 
Orleans." 

**  44.  In  the  cases  alluded  to  in  your  report  of  the  1 1th 
instant,  where  the  Planters'  Bank,  Natchez,  and  the  Cem- 
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mercial  Bank,  CincmnaU,  confided  authority  npon  said 
Whitney,  as  shown  to  you  in  a  written  communication, 
what  was  that  authority,  what  were  the  claims  or  requests 
made  by  him,  what  was  the  case  of  the  Commercial  Bank 
at  New  Orleans  1 

« Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote : 

*•  Atm — Messrs.  Gariand,  Pierce,  Wise,  Johnson,  Ha- 
mer,  Martin,  Peyton,  Fairfield. 

"  No— Mr.  Giliet. 

**  Answer.  The  cases  referred  to  in  my  report  of  the  1  Ith 
instant,  where  difierences  of  opinion  occurred,  and  an  au- 
thority was  produced,  but  not  found  necessary  to  be  filed, 
were  those  of  the  Commercial  Bank  at  Cincinnati  and 
the  Commercial  Bank  at  New  Orleans.  I  mentioned  the 
Planters*  Bank  only  as  one  in  which  a  general  notice  had 
been  given,  and  was  on  file,  as  to  his  agency,  and  a  copy 
which  was  annexed.  The  particular  case  of  the  Commer- 
cial Bank  at  Cincinnati  was,  so  fiir  as  I  recollect,  a  letter 
which  he  held  in  his  hand  and  read,  unahing  him  to  re- 
quest the  Department  to  change  the  place  to  which  some 
of  the  transfers  outstanding  against  it  were  to  be  made, 
sadi  as  firom  other  parts  of  Ohio  or  Kentucky,  to  New 
Orleans  or  Philadelphia ;  and  stating  the  reasons  for  the 
request  to  be,  that  the  banks  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky  would 
probably  demand  specie,  or  be  less  accommodating  as  to 
the  payments  than  those  at  a  distance.  I  think  it  stated, 
further,  that  an  extension  of  some  of  the  transfers  was 
desirable,  if  the  Department  could  conveniently  grant  it, 
and  complained  thai  the  time  already  allowed  was  too 
short.  The  agent  also  urged  both  these  requests,  align- 
ing similar  reasons,  and  that  the  time  granted  in  several 
cases  was  less  than  that  formerly  allowed,  under  like  cir- 
cumstancesj  to  the  United  States  Bank,  to  make  transfers. 
I  declined  to  change  the  places  from  Ohio  and  Kentucky, 
as  requested,  because,  under  the  late  deposite  law,  I  felt 
bound  to  confine  to  the  neighborhood  those  particular 
transfers,  till  about  money  enough  was  placed  in  Ohio  and 
Kentucky  to  meet  their  share  of  the  anticipated  division  of 
the  surplus  and  the  current  expenditures,  rather  than  send 
it  to  a  distance ;  but  the  time  for  some  of  the  transfers, 
which  seemed  too  short,  /  proposed  to  extend  as  long  as 
seemed  to  me  proper.  He,  however,  declined  taking  such 
extension  in  behalf  of  the  bank,  unless  I  could  make  it 
longer,  thinking  it  would  not  be  useful  so  little  extended ; 
and,  tlierefore,  I  wrote  to  the  bank  itself  what  had  been 
proposed  to  him,  and  his  declining  it,  and  that  I  should, 
notwitlistanding,  give  the  extension  which  to  me  seemed 
soitable,  and  the  bank,  if  not  accepting  it,  might  pay  the 
money  over  at  the  time  originally  fixed.  In  respect  to  the 
Commercial  Bank  at  New  Orleans,  the  application  by  the 
agent  was,  according  to  my  recollection,  with  a  letter  set* 
ting  out  that  the  Department  had,  by  transfers  and  war- 
rants, drawn  out,  or  froposed  to  draw  6ut,  all  or  nearly 
all  the  public  money  %n  its  possession,  and  wishing  him 
to  request  it  to  revoke  soms  of  the  transfers,  mid  possibly 
to  postpone  some  to  a  much  later  day  if  none  could  be  re- 
voned^  I  informed  him  that  the  bank  must  be  in  an  error, 
as,  before  signing  a  transfer  or  sending  one,  I  was  always 
careful  to  see  that  it  would  not  reduce  a  bank  too  low.  I 
sent  for  the  clerk  who  had  charge  of  the  subject,  and  ex- 
amined into  it  critically,  and  declined  to  revoke  any  of 
them,  as  I  felt  satisfied  that  the  bank  and  its  agent  consid- 
ered the  money  the  bank  had  been  notified  it  would  proba- 
bly be  called  on  to  pay  the  State  of  Louisiana  during  1837, 
but  for  which  no  transfers  had  then  been  issued,  and  which 
I  told  him  would  not  be  issued  when  the  time  of  payment 
arrived,  provided  the  bank  should,  before  that  time,  be 
drawn  down  too  low.  I  informed  him,  also,  that  the  bank 
bad,  by  mistake,  included  one  transfer,  in  order  to  make  out 
itH  case,  which  had  never  been  issued,  according  to  our  rec- 
ords ;  and  hence  I  could  not  revoke  any  that  had  been  is- 


sued. He  seemed  to  be  satisfied  that  the  bank  was  right. 
Whether  any  extensions  of  tim^  were  given  in  this  case  I 
do  not  remember,  but  know  that  none  were  given  beyond 
the  period  of  the  quarterly  payments  to  the  States,  for 
which  purpose  these  transfers  had  been  seasonably  ordered." 

•*  8.  Is  Reuben  M.  Whitney  the  person  through  whom 
all  or  any  of  the  communications,  verbal  or  written,  wliich 
are  or  have  been  made  by  the  Treasury  Department,  or  by 
you  personally,  to  the  banks  of  deposite  of  the  public 
money  of  which  he  is  agent,  or  which  are  or  have  been 
made  by  said  banks  to  said  Department,  or  to  you  person- 
ally 1 

"Answer.  In  reply  to  this  question,  if  properly  under- 
stood by  me,  I  would  state  that  most  of  the  communications 
received  from  the  deposite  banks,  or  made  to  them,  are 
direct  between  them  and  the  Department,  though  occasion- 
ally they  are  made  through  Mr,  Whitney  in  behalf  of . 
some  Of  them.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  letter  on  record, 
from  or  to  Mr.  Whitney,  as  their  agent,  except  as  named 
in  my  report  of  the  11  th  instant ;  though  in  some  instances, 
I  think,  when  making  some  request, for  information  in 
their  behalf,  he  has  shown  to  me  letters,  or  held  them  in 
his  hand,  which  he  said  were  from  them. 

<<  When  the  application  in  their  behalf  has  been  made 
by  him  verbally,  and  no  letter  has  been  written  by  them  to 
the  Department,  it  has  been  customary  to  make  to  him  a 
verbal  reply,  if  the  business  was  of  little  importance.  But 
if  it  was  considered  of  much  magnitude,  a  written  com- 
munication has  generally  been  sent  by  the  Department 
directly  to  the  bank  concerned. 

**  Other  persons,  as  remarked  in  my  report  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  11th  instant,  have  been  the  or^anof  com- 
municating the  wishes  of  several  of  the  deposite  banks  on 
several  occasions,  and  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  above 
described  as  to  Mr.  Whitney." 

**  9.  Are  most  or  all  of  the  communications  received  by 
you  or  the  Department  from  the  deposite  banks,  or  made 
to  them  by  you  or  the  Department,  directly  or  through  Mr. 
Whitney,  contained  in  your  communication  of  the  lltli 
instant  to  this  committee  1  If  not,  where  and  what  are  they  1 

'<Mr.  Giilet  objected  to  its  being  propounded.  On  the 
question.  Shall  the  interrogatory  be  propounded  1  it  was 
decided  in  the  afiirmative,  as  follows : 

*<At£S — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Wise, 
Johnson,  Hamer,  Martin,  Peyton. 

"No— Mr.  Gillet. 

**  The  question  being  propounded  to  the  witness,  he  re- 
turned the  following  answer : 

"  All  the  communications  made  to  or  from  the  Depart- 
ment, whether  directly  or  through  Mr,  Whitney,  which 
have  been  found  on  record  or  on  file,  and  which  relate  to 
his  appointment  or  compensation  as  agent,  are  believed  to 
be  annexed  to  my  report  to  the  committee  on  the  1 1th  in- 
stant. 

"But  there  are  numerous  other  communications  on  other 
subjects  with  the  deposite  banks,  relating  to  their  duties 
and  requests,  &c.,  both  to  and  from  them,  and  which 
probably  fill  several  volumes^  and  are  now  at  the  Depart- 
ment." 

As  to  the  sixth  and  last  subject  of  inquiry  contained  in 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  viz :  "  Does 
said  agent  receive  any  compensation  from  the  Treasury 
•Department  ?"  the  minority  are  of  opinion,  from  the  evi- 
dence, that  although  he  does  not  receive  directly  any  pay 
or  emolument  from  the  Treasury  Department,  yet  it  ia 
manifest  that  the  banks,  who  are  depositories  of  the  public 
money,  and  wKich  have  thereby  become  practically  the 
Treasury  of  the  Government,  would  not  have  employed 
and  paid  said  agent,  if  they  were  not  depositories  of  the 
public  money. 

;      Page  238  of  the  journal  of  the  committee. — Question  to 
I  W.  D.  Lewis,  cashier  of  the  Girard  Bank : 
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<<  Question  22.  Would  the  Girard  Bank  have  any  use 
for  the  agency  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  such  as  said  agen* 
cy  is  now  constituted,  if  said  hank  were  not  a  dcposite 
bankl 

<*Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote  : 

"  Atks— Messrs.  Peyton,  Wise,  Garland. 

**NoR8 — Messrs.  Gillet,  Hamer. 

<*  The  question  was  propounded  to  the  witness,  who  re- 
plied as  follows : 

*«  Answer.  I  think  not." 

The  minority  of  the  committee  respectfully  suggest  for 
the  consideration  of  the  House  in  future,  if  it  should  think 
proper  to  resume  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  when 
more  time  can  be  granted  for  such  an  investigation,  which 
will  require  the  whole  of  a  long  session  of  Congress,  in- 
stead of  the  short  and  inadequate  period  which  has  been 
allowed  to  this  committee. 

It  was  not  until  the  20th  day  of  January  that  the  com- 
mittee adopted  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  officers  of  the 
doposite  banks,  and  receivers  of  the  public  money,  to  for- 
ward to  the  committee  such  evidence  as  might  be  in  their 
possession ;  and  it  was  determined  on  the  18th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary that  the  committee  would  take  no  additional  testi- 
mony after  that  day,  circumscribing  the  whole  investiga- 
tion within  the  time  of  twenty-mtu  days.  And  the  com- 
mittee are  hurried  on  to  make  their  report  before  any  an- 
swer or  communication  has  been  received  from  many 
sources,  from  whicli  important  evidence  was  expected  to 
be  received. 

That  there  is  much  important  evidence  which  the  com- 
mittee have  been  unable  to  obtain,  for  want  of  time,  will 
in  some  measure  appear  by  the  following  extracts  taken 
from  letters  received  by  a  member  of  the  committee  from 
gentlemen  of  the  first  intelligence  and  standing. 

First,  from  a  gentleman  in  Philadelphia,  stating  that 
Mr.  Van  Wyck,  cashier  of  the  Union  Bank,  which  is  a 
depository  of  the  public  money  at  Nashville  Tennessee, 
said  in  Philadelphia  that  when  he  visited  Washington,  on 
business  connected  with  the  deposite  bank  of  which  he  is 
an  officer,  he  called  upon  Mr.  Whitney,  laid  his  business 
before  him,  together  with  a  check  or  bill  for  one  thousand 
dollars,  and  on  the  next  day  he  was  informed  by  Mr. 
Whitney  that  the  favors  or  accommodations  which  he 
sought  were  granted. 

About  the  time  this  letter  was  received,  on  the  morning 
of  the  28th  of  January,  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  re- 
turned before  the  committee  to  file  certain  letters  to  which 
reference  had  been  made  by  him  at  a  previous  examination, 
and  the  following  questions  were  propounded  to  him  by 
Mr.  Peyton,  (see  page  103  of  the  journal  of  the  com- 
mittee :) 

<*  Question  2.  Did  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  intro- 
duce to  you  John  Tillson,  jr.,  when  he  came  to  Washing- 
ton on  the  business  of  obtaining  a  deposite  of  the  public 
money  in  the  Bank  of  Illinois,  called  the  State  Bank,  of 
which  he  was  a  director,  and  refer  him  to  you  on  that  sul)- 
Jcctl 

•'Answer.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  did  not  in- 
troduce Mr.  Tillson  to  me,  nor  to  my  knowledge  was  he 
ever  referred  to  me  by  that  officer.  As  well  as  I  now 
recollect,  Mr.  Tillson  was  introduced  to  me  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  Cincinnati,  at  the  time  he  presented  the  letter 
from  J.  D.  Beers. 

«  Question  3.  When  Mr.  Van  Wyck,  cashier  of  one 
of  the  deposite  banks  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  came  to  | 
this  city,  some  time  since,  on  business  connected  with  the  i 
said  deposite  bank,  did  he  lay  his  business  before  you,  to-  | 
gether  with  a  bill  or  check  for  one  thousand  dollars,  or  any  j 
other  sum  of  money  ?  State  fully  all  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances of  this  transaction.  I 

«« Answer.  I  decline  answering  this  interrogatory."         | 


The  witness  having  declined  answering  the  interrogato- 
ry, Mr.  Peyton,  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  proposed 
that  several  interrogatories  should  be  propounded  to  Mr. 
Van  Wyck,  and  forwarded  without  delay  to  the  commis- 
sioners at  Nashville,  Tennessee ;  and,  pending  this  motion, 
Mr.  Gillet  moved  that  the  committee  shonid  adjourn; 
which  being  negatived,  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  propo- 
sed interrogatories  to  Mr.  Van  Wyck,  as  follows : 

'*Ats8 — ^Messrs.  Garland,  Wise,  Johnson,  Hamer, 
Martin,  Peyton. 

«*  Noes— Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet" 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  letter  dated  Nash- 
ville, February  9,  1837,  to  a  member  of  the  committee, 
from  a  gentleman  in  that  city  : 

<*It  is  peculiarly  unfortunate  that  Van  Wyck  left  this 
for  New  Orleans  about  the  15th  of  January.  He  stated 
the  same  here  to ,  and  others,  that  he  did  in  Philadel- 
phia ;  and  were  it  pospible  to  get  his  testimony,  it  would 
be  a  clincher,"  &c. 

From  a  gentleman  in  Cincinnati : 

<<  I  am  under  subpoena  to  testify  in  the  Whitney  inqui- 
ries. My  information  is  hearsay  only.  The  questions, 
as  propounded,  are  not  -calculated  to  elicit  facts  and  mo- 
tives as  they  exist  in  the  deposite  banks  here.  Under  the 
present  questions,  nothing  will  be  obtained,^*  &c. 

On  the  protest  of  the  said  Whitney  the  minority  will 
forbear  to  make  any  further  comment  ^n  to  remsik  that 
the  learned  counsel  who  drew  up  that  protest,  in  which 
they  portray  and  dtfend  in  such  eloquent  terms  tiie  sancti- 
ty of  private  rtghte,  appear  to  have  overlooked  the  point 
upon  which  the  whole  argument  turns,  to  wit:  thatR. 
M.  Whitney's  agency,  in  transacting  the  business  between 
the  deposite  banks  and  the  Treasury,  and  which  gives  him 
the  control  of  the  public  money,  is  not  ti  private  and  mdi^ 
vidualf  but  a  public  and  official  employment. 

The  minority  would  earnestly  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  position  assumed  in  the  protest  of  said  Whit- 
ney, as  well  as  by  several  of  the  deposite  banks,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  TVeasury  alone  has  the  right  of  examin- 
ing, either  l^  himself  or  by  his  agent,  into  the  conditioa 
of  the  deposite  banks  and  safety  of  the  public  money,  bat 
that  Confress  has  no  right  whatever  to  exerciee  a  viaitorial 
or  supervising  power  over  the  banks  who  are  depositories 
of  the  public  money,  in  any  case  whatever. 

To  illustrate  the  absurdity  of  this  position,  it  is  only  ne- 
cessary to  suppose  a  case  in  which  a  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  either  from  want  of  capacity  or  integrity,  should 
give  up  bds  control,  and  permit  the  treasure  of  the  nation 
to  be  squandered  or  divided  out  as  legitimate  wpoHa  between 
the  fis<»l  agents  of  the  Government  and  their  secret  and 
confidential  agent.  In  such  a  case  as  this,  has  not  Con- 
gress the  power  to  interpose  and  rescue  the  treasuie  of  the 
country  t 

In  the  conclusion  of  the  protest  of  the  witneee,  (R.  M. 
Whitney,)  he  introduces  the  subject  of  his  character,  his 
conduct  during  the  late  war,  and  his  examination  before  a 
committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  afGurs  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank  in  1832.  (See  page  79  of  journal.)  He 
says : 

**  I  went  to  Canada  as  a  clerk ;  I  afterwards  became  en- 
gaged in  business  on  my  own  account.  When  the  war 
broke  out  I  had  a  great  deal  of  money  scattered  riiout  in 
that  country,  having  sold  much  on  credit,  all  of  which  I 
should  have  sacrificed  by  leaving  it,  when  war  was  de- 
clared. I  remained,  therefore,  having  the  permission  of 
the  British  Government  to  do  so.  I  took  an  oath  to  obey 
the  laws  of  the  country  while  I  remained  there." 

The  witness  having  thus  voluntarily  made  an  iasu^as  to 
his  character  and  conduct,  the  minority  will  submit  a  brief 
statement  of  the  facts,  without  comment 

In  the  minority  report  of  the  bank  committee,  at  pag» 
307,  it  is  stated  : 
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**  There  was  one  occurrence  during  the  transactions  of 
Thomas  Biddle  di  Co.  witli  tho  bank  which  merits  partic- 
ular notice. 

<*  An  informer  and  witness  by  the.  name  of  Whitney, 
who  had  formerly  been  a  director  of  the  bank»  was  pro- 
duced, who  declared,  upon  oath,  that  in  May,  1824,  two 
of  the  cashiers  of  the  bank  had  informed  him  that  Thomas 
Biddle  &.  Co.  had  been  in  the  habit  of  drawing  money  out 
of  the  bank  on  a  deposite  of  stock  in  the  teller's  drawer, 
without  pacing  xnterut^  and  Uiat  the  president  of  the 
bank  has  discounted  two  notes,  one  fur  Thomas  Biddle  «& 
Co.  and  one  for  Charles  Biddle,  without  the  authority  of 
the  directors.  This  witness  stated  that  he  went  with  these 
officers  of  the  bank,  and  examined  the  teller's  drawer  and 
the  discount  book,  and  found  the  facts  which  had  been 
stated  to  him  verified  by  the  examination.  He  also  stated, 
to  give  additional  certainty  to  his  averments,  that  he  made 
a  memorandum  at  the  time,  with  the  dates  of  the  traneao- 
tions,  which  memorandum  he  produced  to  the  committee. 
Having  thus  unalterably  fixed  the  date  of  the  transaction, 
as  if  by  some  fatality  he  went  on  to  say  that  he  immediate- 
ly proceeded  into  the  room  of  Mr.  Biddle,  the  president, 
and  remonstrated  with  him  against  the  irregular  proceed- 
ings, and  that  Mr.  Biddle  promised  him  that  they  should 
not  occur  again. 

<*In  the  interval  between  the  adjournment  of  the  com- 
mittee that  day,  fnd  its  meeting  the  next,  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  suggested  to  Mr.  Biddle  tliat  he  was, 
about  the  time  of  this  alleged  transaction,  in  the  city  of 
Washington.  On  examining  the  journal  of  the  board,  and 
the  letter-book,  it  was  found,  by  entries  and  letters,  that 
for  several  days  prevbus  to  the  alleged  interview  between 
the  president  and  Whitney,  and  for  several  days  after- 
wards, the  president  was  absent  on  a  visit  to  this  city,  on 
business  of  the  bank,  and  General  Cadwalader  was  acting 
as  president  in  his  place.  Thus  was  this  artfully  devised 
story,  which  was  intended  to  blast  the  reputation  of  a  high- 
minded  and  honorable  man,  through  one  of  those  extraor- 
dinary interpositions  by  which  Providence  sometimes  con- 
founds the  contrivances  of  the  wicked,  made  to  recoil  upon 
the  head  of  its  inventor,  who  must  forever  stand  forth  as  a 
blasted  monument  of  the  speedy  and  retributive  Justice  of 
Heaven." 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  by 
the  committee,  a  majority  of  whom  were  the  political  friends 
of  said  Whitney^  and  three  of  that  majority,  to  wit :  Messrs. 
F.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  C.  C.  Cambreleng,  of  New 
York,  and  Col.  R.  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  are  now 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

"  Ruohed,  That  the  barges  brought  against  the  presi- 
dent, of  lending  money  to  Mr.  Thomas  Biddle  &  Co.  with- 
out interest,  and  of  discounting  notes  for  that  house,  and 
for  Charles  Biddle,  without  the  sanction  of  the  directors, 
are  without  foundation ;  and  that  there  does  not  exist  any 
ground  for  charging  the  president  with  having  shown,  or 
manifested  any  disposition  to  show,  any  partidity  to  those 
individuals,  in  their  transactions  with  the  bank." 

The  following  questions  were  propounded  to  said  Whit- 
ney, when  examined  before  that  committee  in  1832 : 

"  Question  by  Mr.  Watmough.  How  long  have  you 
been  a  resident  of  this  country  1 

"  Answer.  I  was  born  in  this  country. 

«  Question  by  same.  Were  you  not  a  resident  of  Cana- 
da during  the  late  war  ] 

"Answer.  I  resided  there  from  1808  to  the  spring  of 
1816,  when  I  removed  to  this  city. 

''  Question  by  Mr.  Adams.  In  what  place  in  Canada  did 
you  reside  during  the  late  war  1 

"  Answer.  In  Montreal.     I  went  to  Canada  as  a  clerk. 
I  afterwards  became  engaged  in  business  on  my  own  ac- 
count.    When  the  war  broke  out,  I  had  a  great  deal  of 
money  scattered  about  in  that  country,  having  sold  much 
Vui.  XIIL— ^ 


on  credit,  all  of  which  I  should  havo  sacrificed  by  leaving 
it  when  war  was  declared.  I  remained,  therefore,  having 
the  permission  of  the  British  Government  to  do  »o. 

<<  Question  by  same.  Bid  you  ever  ask  permission  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  remain  there  1 

"Answer.  I  never  did. 

•"  Question  by  same.  On  what  conditions  did  the  British 
Government  permit  you  to  remain  in  Canada  during  the  warl 

'*  Answer.  I  took  an  oath  to  observe  the  laws  of  the 
country  while  I  remained  there. 

"  Question  by  same.  Did  you  understand  that  to  be  an 
oath  of  allegiance  ? 

**  Answer.  No ;  I  did  not,  permanently.^* 

The  committee  adupted  the  following  as  the  29th  inter- 
rogatory : 

**Atthe  time  he  [Whitney]  was  so  designated,  were 
you  acquainted  with  him  personally ;  and  was  he  favorably 
known  to  you,  either  for  capacity  or  integrity  1 

<*  To  this  interrogatory  some  of  the  officers  of  the  bank 
responded  favorably  to  said  Whitney.  And  one  of  them, 
(Philip'  Riley,)  a  director  in  the  Moyamensing  Bank  of 
Philadelphia,  responded  unfavorably  to  his  character." 

The  following  interrogatory  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Pey« 
ton,  to  be  put  to  Chief  Justice  Taney,  (page  146  :) 

<<  Question  5.  At  that  time,  was  Mr.  Whitney  known 
to  you  t  If  yea,  was  he  favorably  known  to  you  for  ca- 
pacity, aa  wdl  aa  inttffriiy  ? 

**  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question ;  which  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote  ; 
.**Ates — Messrs.  Garland,  Wise,  Peyton. 

«*  Noss—Mcssrs.  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Hamer,  Martin." 

And  the  question  was  not  propounded  to  Mr.  Taney, 
notwithstanding  it  had  been  to  other  witnesses. 

Page  61,  question  48 :  To  Mr.  Woodbury  : 

(( Do  you  know  Reuben  M.  Whitney's  general  charac- 
ter for  truth  and  veracity ;  and  would  you  believe  him  on 
oath,  when  strongly  tempted  to  swear  wisely  1 

**  Mr.  Hamer  objected  to  this  question  ;  and  it  was  re- 
jected." 

Questions  of  a  like  nature,  embracing  the  general  charac- 
ter for  honesty  and  veracity,  were  propounded  to  many 
other  witnesses,  and  rejected. 

The  following  questions  were  propounded  to  Wm.  D. 
Lewis,  cashier  of  die  Girard  Bank : 

Page  223,  Question  7. — "In  your  last  answer  you  say 
that,  so  far  as  your  persona]  knowledge  extends  of  Mr. 
Whitney,  it  is  favorable  to  his  character  for  capacity  and 
integrity.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  say  how  fiir  your 
personal  knowledge  does  extend  ?  Do  you  know  R.  M. 
Whitney's  general  character  as  an  honest,  truBtwwihy 
man  ?    If  yea,  is  that  general  character  good  or  bad  1 

"  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question ;  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote : 

"  Ax—Mr.  Peyton. 

'*  Noes— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Gillet,  Fairfield, 
Martin. 

«  Question  8.  Are  you  or  are  you  not  acquainted  with 
the  general  moral  character  of  R.  M.  Whitney  1 

'  *  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question ;  .which  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote  : 

*«Ar— Mr.  Peyton. 

**  Noes— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet, 
Martin. 

**  Question  9.  Do  you  or  do  you  not  know,  from  infor- 
mation of  a  general  nature,  that  said  Whitney  was  one  of 
the  British  commissaries  during  the  late  war  in  Canada  7 
Has  he  not  the  reputation  of  having  4)oen  the  keeper  of  a 
gambling-house  or  faro  bank  in  Philadelphia,  since  he  re- 
turned to  the  United  States  ?  Has  he  not  been  guilty  of 
many  dishonest  practices  to  defraud  his  creditors ;  and  is  he 
not  notoriously  a  bankrupt,  and  at  this  time  livinpc  in  Inj- 
ury and  splendor  in  tho  prison-bounds  of  this  rily  T 
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**  Mr.  GiUet  objected  to  this  question  ;  which  was  decided 
in  the  negfuiive,  by  the  following  vote  * 

'«At— Mr.  Peyton. 

'•Noes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  GiUet, 
Martin." 

For  further  evidence  of  the  character  of  said  Whitney 
for  veracity  and  integrity,  reference  is  made  to  tlie  evidence 
and  letters  of  Chief  Justice  Taney,  and  otiier  witnesses, 
and  papers  herewith  reported  to  the  House.  For  the  faet 
that  he  is  a  bankrupt,  now  in  the  prison-bounds  of  this 
city,  witli  judgments  against  him  for  damages  to  the 
amount  of  ninety-five  thousand  and  twenty- one  dollars, 
($95,021)  with  suits  now  pending  to  the  amount  of  |5,700 
in  the  court  of  this  District  against  him,  reference  is  made 
to  Uie  extracts  from  the  records  herewith  filed,  (exhibit  W. ) 
For  tlic  fact  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  dishonest  practices 
to  defraud  his  creditors,  reference  is  made  to  the  examina- 
tion of  R.  S.  Coxe,  Esq.,  the  attorney  who  has  had  the 
management  of  many  claims  against  him. 

The  minority  of  the  committee  cannot  conclude  their 
report  without  calling  particular  attention  to  the  fact  that, 
ailer  said  Whitney  was  discharged  from  his  examination 
before  the  committee,  the  anonymous  letter  of  the  8th 
November,  1834,  which  was  enclosed  by  him  as  a  recom- 
mendation of  himself  to  the  Bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  of 
which  he  says:  **I  herewith  enclose  you  a  letter  written 
by  one  living  here,  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Execu- 
iivtj'^  was  sent  to  the  committee  by  said  bank. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Peyton  that  the  said  Whit- 
ney be  re -summoned  to  appear,  and  state  on  oath  who 
was  the  author  of  that  letter.  The  proposition  was  nega- 
tived by  the  committee,  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Garland,  Johnson,   Wise,  Peyton. 

No£s — Messrs.  Gillet,  Fairfield,  Hamer,  Martin,  Pierce. 

Mr.  Peyton  presented  the  matter  to  the  House,  and  of- 
fered a  resolution  directing  that  the  Speaker  issue  a  sub- 
poena for  said  Whitney  to  appear  before  the  committee  of 
which  the  Hon.  James  Garland  is  chairman,  to  testify  in 
relation  to  the  autliorship  of  that  letter ;  which  resolution 
was  negatived  in  the  House,  by  the  following  vote  :  Yeas 
86,  nays  97. 

Mr.  Peyton  then  'offered  a  resolution  that  said  Whitney 
be  summoned  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  and  testi- 
fy as  to  the  authorship  of  said  letter ;  which  was  negatived  : 
Yeas  76,  nays  102. 

Thus  has  been  suppressed  the  author  of  a  letter  which  is 
calculated  to  throw  much  light  upon  the  most  important  in- 
quiry contained  in  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. But  the  committee  would  only  hope  thaC  so 
far  as  the  character  of  the  House  is  concerned,  there  was 
ne  necessity  that  the  witness  (Whitney)  should  stand 
mute,  and  refuse  to  answer  the  following  interrogatories: 

Page  81,  journal  of  committee. — <*  Question  4.  Have 
you  held  conversation,  consulted,  or  advised,  with  any 
member  of  this  committee,  or  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
ativesy  as  to  the  course  you  should  or  should  not  pursue  ? 

«*  Answer.  This,  like  the  last  interrogatory,  I  consider 
entirely  of  an  inquisitorial  character ;  yet  I  will  never- 
theless answer  it  so  far  as  to  say  that  I  have  never  held 
*  conversation,  consulted,  or  advised,  with  any  member  of 
this  committee,'  as  to  the  course  I  should  or  should  not 
pursue. 

<*  Question  5.  In  the  answer  just  given  you  refer  only 
to  members  of  this  committee.  State  if  you  have  ever 
held  such  conversation,  consultation,  or  been  advised,  by 
any  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  to  the 
course  which  you  should  or  should  not  pursue,  in  your  ex- 
amination before  this  committee. 

'<Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question;  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  by  the  following  vote : 

**Ate8 — Messrs.  Gafland,  Martin,  Peyton,  Johnson, 
Wide. 


«NoB8 — Messrs.  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Hamer. 

<<  The  question  being  propounded  to  the  witness,  he  re- 
replied  as  follows :  I  stated  Uiat  I  considered  the  last  inter- 
rogatory altogether  of  an  inquisitorial  character,  though  I 
subsequently  answered  a  part.  I  consider  this  interroga- 
tory, also,  altogether  of  an  inquisitorial  character,  and  de- 
cline answering  it 

<<  Question  6.  Did  any  member  of  this  committee,  or 
House,  give  any  advice,  assistance,  or  opinion,  in  relation 
to  tlie  drawing  up  the  protest,  as  filed  by  yon  to-day,  or  to 
the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  your  making  stich  protest ! 

<*  Answer.  This  interrogatoiy  I  view  as  altogether  of  au 
inquisitorial  character,  and  decline  giving  any  answer. 

<*  Question  7.  Has  any  member  of  this  committee,  or 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  read,  or  heard  read,  or 
been  informed  of,  the  contents  of  the  protest  which  you 
have  this  day  filed,  before  it  was  filed  ? 

'*  A  nswer.  This,  like  the  last  iuterrogatory,  I  consider  in- 
quisitorial, and  therefore  decline  answering  it" 

At  page  90  of  journal  of  committee,  said  witness  slates, 
in  answer  to  a  question  of  Mr.  Hamer : 

**  No  member  of  this  committee  has  given  any  advice, 
as£iistance,  or  opinion,  in  relation  to  drawing  npmy  protest, 
whatever.  Ever  since  the  committee  was  appointed,  1 
have,  from  motives  of  delicacy,  studiously  avoided  holding 
conversation  with  any  member  of  it'' 

In  accordance  with  the  foregoing  facts  and  views,  tiie 

minority  submit  to  the  House,  as  they  submiiied  to  the 

committee,  the  following  resolutions,  as  the  omcliuion  to 

which  they  have  been  bfought,  by  the  evidence  before  them. 

BALIE  PEYTON. 

HENRY  A.  WISE. 

Mahcu  1,  1837. 


We])>*£sdat,  Fbbruabt  23. 

Mr.  Wise  proposed  seven  resolutions,  and  moved  liw 
first  as  a  substitute  for  Mr.  Pierce's  first  resolution : 

Ist.  Resolved,  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  and 
it  finds  the  facts  to  be  so,  from  much  of  the  teaitiDiony  of 
several  witnesses,  that  several  of  the  deposite  banks,  how 
many  is  not  ascertained  in  evidence,  and  whether  by 
joint  or  several  contract  does  not  clearly  appear,  have  em- 
ployed an  agent,  to"  reside  at  the  seat  of  ^Government  to 
transact  certain  business  for  them  with  or  at  the  Treasury 
Department,  as  described  in  the  various  testimony  before 
the  committee ;  and  that  ui  most  of  the  esses  Reuben  M. 
Whitney  is  their  agent,  who  resides  htn,  permanentljf, 
and  who  has  his  ofi[ioe  in  the  same  block  of  buildings  oc- 
cupied by  the  Treasury  Department,  and  that  other  agents 
have,  in  the  like  manner,  in  some  instances,  been  tempo- 
rarily, if  not  permanently,  employed,  by  some  of  the  de- 
posite banks. 

This  was  put  to  the  vote«  and  decided  in  the  negative,  ss 
follows : 

Ates — Messrs.  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton. 

Noss— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Ha- 
mer, Martin. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Piercers 
first  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote : 

Ates — ^Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Ha- 
mer, Martin. 

Noes — Messrs.  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  the  2d,  3d,  4th,  6th,  6th,  and  7th  of 
his  resolutions,  as  substitutes  for  all  the  others  of  Mr. 
Pierce. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  : 

2d.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
the  character  of  the  business  which  such  agent  or  agents 
are  so  employed  to  transact  is  generally  described  in  the 
following  letter  from  officers  of  certain  deposite  banlo  to 
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Agent  of  D^ponte  Banks. 


[24th  Cono.  Sd  Sxsf . 


the  Hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (see 
exhibit  A,  page  17  of  the  printed  journal,  as  published  in 
the  former  part  of  this  report,)  and  in  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Woodbury,  as  contained  in  his  reply  to  this  committee  of 
January  11,  1837,  to  wit: 

<*  Some  of  the  banks  are  so  situated  as  to  their  extensive 
capital  and  discounts,  their  heavy  business  in  exchanges, 
their  large  deposites,  payments^  and  transfers,  that  it  is 
manifest  to  all  acquainted  with  such  operations  as  stated 
in  the  above  letter  addressed  to  my  predecessor,  and  in  my 
reply  of  5th  November,  1834,  before  annexed,  that  an  in- 
telligent agent  or  correspondent  here  might  often  prove 
very  useful  and  convenient,  both  in  respect  to  their  busi- 
ness in  behalf  of  the  Treasury,  and  their  business  with 
the  commercial  community,  as  well  as  with  each  other. " 

In  answer  to  the  next  question,  « I  know  nothing  with 
accuracy  beyond  what  hcu  already  been  stated,  as  to  the 
duties  he  is  to  discharge  for  those  banks  which  employ 
him.  But  I  presume,  as  just  intimated,  it  is  to  communi- 
cate the  earliest  information  on  all  subjects  he  may  sup- 
pose to  affect  their  interest,  whether  as  public  dbposito- 
B1ES  or  private  banking  institutions ;  to  give  his  advice  and 
aid  when  called  for  or  deemed  useful  in  the  transaction  of 
their  business  of  either  character ;  to  be  the  organ,  at 
times,  of  presenting  their  wishes  to  the  Department  in  re- 
spect to  subjects  connected  unth  their  public  obligations  / 
and  to  procure  here  and  communicate  the  best  intelligence 
in  his  power  on  the  staie  of  the  money  market  at  home 
and  abroad ;  on  the  condition  of  the  entrrency,  and  of  tlie 
exchanges,  and  on  the  supposed  legislation  tikdy  to  hap- 
pen in  Congress,  either  as  to  the  hanks  themselves,  or  as 
to  heavy  appropriations  to  be  paid  by  them ;  and,  in  fine, 
on  any  otner  topic  which  he  may  consider  interesting  or 
beneficial  to  his  employers."  And,  further,  that  the  char- 
acter of  the  business  which  such  agent  is  employed  to 
transact  is  shown  by  some  of  the  replies  of  the  deposite 
banks,  particularly  that  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont, and  of  Michigan,  Detroit. 

It  is  further  shown,^  by  circulars  franked  by  the  Depart- 
ment for  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  to  the  deposite  banks,  and 
by  those  sent  by  him  to  the  receivers  of  the  public  money, 
which  are  on  the  files  of  this  committee,  and  by  the  evi- 
dence of  McCIintock  Young,  Esq.,  chief  clerk  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  cannot  report  precise- 
ly the  iuU  amount  of  compensation  to  such  agent,  but  it 
has  ascertained  that  several  banks  pay  one  thousand  dol- 
lars each  per  annum,  that  several  pay  five  hundred  dollars 
each  per  annum,  and  that  several  pay  lesser  sums  each  per 
annum,  to  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  as  their  agent,  besides 
several  sums  which  have  been  paid  by  one  or  more  banks 
to  him,  at  different  limes,  in  the  form  of  a  bonus.  And  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  committee  that  each  bank  which  em- 
ploys said  Whitney  pays  him  whatever  it  deems  reasona- 
ble and  proper. 

4th.-  Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,)  That 
no  such  agent  was  employed  at  the  request  or  through  the 
procurement  of  the  Treasury  Department  whilst  the  Hon. 
Wm.  J.  Duane  or  the  Hon.  R.  B.  Taney  waa  at  the  head 
thereof,  as  appears  by  their  letters,  as  given  in  evidence  by 
them  and  the  witness,  Reverdy  Johnson,  Esq. 

That,  after  the  Hon.  Levi  Woodbur^^was  appointed 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1834,  R«*uben  M.  Whitney  addressed  to  him  the  following 
letter,  enclosing  the  said  letter  from  the  deposite  banks  in 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston,  to  wit: 

(See  exhibit  B,  page  19,  of  the  printed  journal,  publish- 
ed in  this  report.) 

That,  in  reply  thereto,  Mr.  Woodbury  addressed  to  him 
(Whitney)  the  following  letter,  to  wit: 

(See  exhibit  C,  page  19,  of  the  printed  journal,  pub- 
lished in  this  report.) 


That  Reuben  M.  Whitney  did  use  and  exhibit  the  said 
letter  from  Mr.  Woodbury  as  a  letter  of  recommendation 
to  several  of  the  deposite  banks,  as  shown  by  their  replies 
in  answer  to  the  interrogatories  of  this  committee ;  that 
said  banks  themselves  received  and  acted  upon  that  letter 
as  a  recommendation  to  appoint  such  an  agent,  and  as  a 
recommendation  of  said  Whitney  ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee  that  some  of  the  deposite  banks  would  not 
have  appointed  said  Whitney  their  agent  if  said  letter  had 
not  been  written  to  him  and  sent  to  them  as  a  letter  of  rec- 
ommendation from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

5th.  Resolved,  That,  as  to  <<  whether  the  business  of  the 
Treasury  Department  with  said  banks  is  conducted  through 
said  agent,''  this  committee  would  refer  to  the  entire  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Woodbury,  the  correspondence  of  said  Whit- 
ney with  the  Treasury  Department  and  the  banks,  so  far 
as  this  investigation  has  developed  the  same,  to  the  said 
circulars  of  R.  M.  Whitney  to  the  banks  and  the  receivers 
of  public  money,  and  to  the  cliaracter  of  his  business  gen- 
erally, as  described  by  the  testimony  before  mentioned. 
This  committee  is  clearly  of  opinion  that  much  of  the  in- 
formation as  to  the  business  of  the  deposite  banks  with  the 
Treasury  is  communicated  through  said  Whitney  to  and 
from  the  Department,  verbally  and  in  writing. 

6th.  Resolvedj  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,)  That 
the  several  deposite  banks  became,  by  contract,  before  and 
since  the  act  of  Congress  regulating  the  deposite  of  the 
public  money,  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government ;  that  those 
of  them  which  have  employed  an  agent  or  agents  to  trans- 
act their  business  with  the  Treasury  Department  would  not 
have  employed  or  paid  such  agent  or  agents  unless  their 
fiscal  relations  and  public  obligations  to  the  Government 
had  axisted ;  and  though  said  agent  does  not  directly  re- 
ceive any  compensation  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
yet  he  would  not  be  employed  and  paid  by  the  banks  which 
do  employ  and  pay  him  or  them,  if  they  were  not  public 
depositories,  and  which  have  the  keeping  and  the  use  of 
the  public  money  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  imposed 
by  act  of  Congress. 

7th.  Resolved,  That  this  committee  refers  to  the  entire 
testimony  before  it  upon  the  various  points  of  inquiry  re- 
ferred to  it,  and  that  the  same  be  reported  te  the  House. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  above  resolu- 
tions as  substitutes,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  the 
following  vote : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Wise,  Peyton,  Johnson. 

Noes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Ha- 
mer,  Martin. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  his  fourth  resolution,  with  the  addition, 
to  wit :  "  With  the  exception  of  said  letter,  there  is  no 
evidence  of  any  recommendation  of  said  Woodbury  for  the 
appointment  of  said  Whitney,  or  any  other  agent,''  as  a 
substitute  for  Mr.  Pierce's  second  ;  which  was  derided  in 
the  negative,  by  the  following  vote : 

Axes — Messrs.  Garlandj  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton. 

Nobs — Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Haraer,  Mar- 
tin. 

Mr.  Johnson  moved  to  amend  the  second  resolution  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Pierce,  by  adding  thereto  the  following 
words :  "  Unless  the  letter  of  Mr.  Woodbury  to  R.  M. 
Whitney,  dated  November  5,  1834,  in  reply  to  the  letter 
of  the  said  Whitney,  dated  November  4,  1834,  shall  be 
construed  as  a  recommendation  of  <  en  agent  of  the  depos- 
ite banks,  resident  in  Washington,  from  whose  services 
and  correspondence  great  advantage  might,  in  a  fiscal  and 
commercial  view,  be  derived  to  said  banks. ' "  The  amend- 
ment was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote : 

Ates — Messrs.  Garland,  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton. 

Noes — Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Hamer  Martin. 

The  question  then  being  on  tlie  adoption  of  Mr.  Pierce's 
second  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  the 
following  vote : 
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Ageni  of  Deposite  Banks, 


Atss — Messn.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Ha- 
mer,  MAtin. 

Noes— Mewrs.  Wise,  Peyton,  Johnson. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  his  fifth  resolution  as  a  substitute  for 
Mr.  Pierce's  third  resolution ;  which  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  the  following  vote : 

Atxs— Messrs.  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton. 

iS'oEH — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Ha- 
ner,  Martin. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Pierce's 
third  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  the 
following  vote : 

Atis — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Ha- 
'  mer,  Johnson,  Martin. 

Noes — Messrs.  Wise,  Peyton. 

Mr.  Wise  offered  his  sixth  resolution  as  a  substitute  to 
Mr.  Pierce's  fourth  resolution ;  which  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  the  following  vote : 

ATsa-^Messrs.  Wise,  Peyton,  Johnson. 

Noss — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Ha- 
mer,  Martin. 

The  question  ^en  being  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Piercers 


fourth  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  afiSrmative,  by  the 
following  vote : 

Atss — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  John- 
son, Hamer,  Martin. 

Noes — Messrs.  Wise,  Peyton. 

Mr.  Wise  offered  his  second  and  third  resolutions  as 
substitutes  for  Mr.  Pierce's  fifth ;  which  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  the  following  vote : 

Axes — Messrs.  Garland,  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton. 

Noes — Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Hamer,  Martin. 

Mr.  Wise  then  offered  his  first,  second,  and  thin]  resolu- 
tions, as  substitutes  for  Mr.  Pierce's  fifth ;  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote : 

Axes — Messrs.  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton, 

Noes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  GUlet,  Ha- 
mer, Martin. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Pierce's 
fiAh  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  afifirmative,  by  the 
following  vote : 

Atbs — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  John- 
son, Hamer,  Martin. 

Noes — Messrs.  Wise,  Peyton. 
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Names  of  deposite  banks  far  whioh  Reuben  M.  Wkliney  is 
not  agent,  and  noi  paid  a  salary. 


Amount  of  public 
money  deposited  in 
the  banks  which  do 
not  employ  R.  M. 
Whitney,  on  the  Ist 
October,  1834. 


Amount  of  public 
money  deposited  in 
the  twnlcs  which  do 
not  employ  R.  M. 
Whitney,  on  the  Ist 
October,  1835. 


^  Amount  of  public 
'money  deposited  in 

the  banks  which  do 

not  employ  R.  M. 

Whitney,  on  the  Isi 

October,  1836. 


Capital  of  thne 
banks. 


Maine  Bank,  Portland,  Maine, 
^  Bath  Bank,  do. 

Cumberland  Bank,  do. 

Granite  Bank,  do. 

Commercial  Bank,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
Portsmouth  Bank,  do. 

Merrimack  County  Bank,  do. 

Mechanics*  Bank,  do. 

Merchants'  Bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 

Franklin  Bank,  do. 

Fulton  Bank,  do. 

Hancock  Bank,  do. 

Phcenix  Bank,  Charlestown,      do. 
Merchants'  Bank,  Salem,  do. 

Bank  of  Windsor,  Vermont, 
Mechanics'  Bank,  New  Haven,  Connecticut,     - 
Arcade  Bank,  Providence,  Rhode  Island, 
Bank  of  Newport*  do. 

Bank  of  Bristol,  do. 

Union  Bank,  Newport,  do. 

Seventh  Ward  Bank»  city  of  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Lafayette  Bank,  do. 

Phcenix  Bank,  do. 

Leather  Manufacturers'  Bank,       do. 
Tradesmen's  Bank,  do. 

Dry  Dock  Company  Bank>  do. 

Merchants'  Bank,  do. 

Union  Bank,  do. 

Merchanu'  Exchange  Bank,  do. 

Brooklyn  Bank,  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
Troy  Bank,  Troy,  do. 

Trenton  Banking  Company,  New  Jersey, 
State  Bank,  Newark,  do. 

State  Bank,  Elizabeth,  do. 

Brandywine  Bank,  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
Bank  of  Delaware,  do. 

Farmers'  Bank,  Newcastle,  do. 

Bank  of  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,   - 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  District  of  Columbia,    - 


$44,958 
36,769 


27,106 


584,480 
546,207 


23,946 

11,049 

11,226 

4,731 

6,735 


$134,578 
35,769 


148,309 


386,635 
558,837 


13,896 

91,921 

8 


83 

26 

69a;897 


156,460 


$243,975 

35,769 

100,000 

37,600 

137,502 

105,000 

75,030 

30,000 

1,212,820. 

589,946 

100,000 

150,000 

375,653 

100,000 

60,000 
288,128 
242,071 


100,000 
875,000 
300,000 
600,000 
300,000 
200,000 
150,000 
300,000 
850,000 
200.000 
150,000 
15,500 
178,000 
200,000 
106,000 
90,000 
80,000 


150,261     . 


$305,000 

200,000 

102,000 
100,000 
100,000 
100,000 
750,000 
500,000 
150,000 
500,000 
500,000 
150,000 

75,000 
472,970 
200,000 
500,000 


600,000 
500,000 
1,500,000 
600,000 
400,000 
200,000 
1,490,000 
1,000,000 
750,000 
200.000 
300,000 
300,000 
400,000 
200,000 
120,000 
110,000 


500,000 
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Agent  ofDeponte  Banks. 

[24th  C 
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Amount  of  public 

Amount  of  public 
money  deposited  in 

Amoimt  of  public 

money  deposited  in 

money  deposited  In 

Namea  of  depooite  banks  for  which  Reuben  M.  Whitney  is 
not  ag<;nt,  and  not  paid  a  salary. 

the  banlcfl  which  do 
not  employ  R.  M. 

tiie  banks  which  do 
not  employ  R.  M. 

the  banlcs  which  do 
not  employ  R.  M. 

Capital  of  these 
banks. 

Whitney,  on  the  Isi 

Wlittney,  on  the  isi 

Whitney,  on  the  Ist 
October,  1836. 

October,  1834. 

October,  1835. 

. 

Bank  of  Alexandria,  District  of  Columbia, 

#27,500 

$27,518 

$27,618 

$400,000 

Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Virginia, 

63,591 

133,15? 

326,948 

3,240,000 

Branch,  Norfolk,                         do. 

62,786 

128,546 

423,888  , 

Da.     Fredericksburg,               do. 

18 

Do.     Lynchburg,                    do. 

83 

Do.     Petersburg,                     do. 

19,564 

11,064 

32,770 

Bank  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

- 

29,202 

587,732 

1,114,000 

Planters  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

- 

.     181,227 

737,147 

1,000,000 

Charleston  Bank,  South  Carolina*     - 

- 

- 

200,200 

2,000,000 

Planters'  Bank  of  Georgia,  Georgia,  - 

10,665 

59,052 

206,908 

685,400 

Bank  of  Augusu,                    do. 

15,000 

23,299 

278,024 

897,000 

Branch  Bank  of  Alabama,  Mobile,  Alabama,     - 

258,101 

942,427 

1,060,246 

2,000,000 

Agricultural  Bank,  Natchez,  Mississippi, 

- 

- 

385,469 

1,999,750 

Union  Bank,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 

373,191 

634,743 

2,518,023 

7,051,000 

I^ouisville  Savings  Bank,  Kentucky, 

22,013 

106,795 

429,993 

96,512 

Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky,  Lexington, 

- 

- 

293,850 

•1,000,000 

Branch  at  LouisTille,  do. 

- 

- 

654,777 

Bank  of  Louisville,      do. 

26,268 

Franklin  Bank,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,     - 

404,073 

136,776 

921,682 

1,000,000 

Franklin  Bank,  Columbus,     do. 

- 

- 

174,363 

434,425 

Branch  of  State  Bank,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,    - 

'  - 

261,247 

1,158,685^ 

Do.          do.          Lawrenceburg,  do. 

- 

- 

169,251 

Do.          do.          New  Albany,     do. 

•m. 

38,203 

467,919  y 

1,279,867 

Do.          do.          Madison,            do. 

- 

- 

71,808 

Do.          do.          Richmond,         do. 

- 

71,388 

200,000j 

Bank  of  Illinois,  Shawneetown,  Illinois, 

- 

- 

46,000 

•151,700 

, 

f  3, 133,684 

$4,212,952 

$16,899,887 

$37«974,614 

27,106 

3,160,790 

11,226 

8,172,016 

Note. — Capitals  of  banks  marked  *  have  been  ascertained  otherwise  than  from  letters  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasur}'. 


Names  of  deposite  hanks  for  which  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney is  ai;eni,  so  far  as  appeared  to  the  select  com> 

Amount  of  public  money  deposited  in  tliese  banks 
on  the 

Capital  stock  of 
these  banks. 

Salary  paid 
R.  M.  Whit- 
ney by  these 

miitee.  ' 

Ist  Oct.  1834. 

Ist  Oct.  1835. 

Itt  Oct.  1836. 

banks. 

Bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont,    - 
Fanners  and  Mechanic*'  Bank,  Hartford,  Ct. 
Bank  of  America,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Manhattan  Company,         do. 
Mechanics*  Bank,               do. 
Mechanics  and  Farmers' Bank,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
•  Girard  Bonk,  Philadelphia,  Penn. 
Moyamensing  Bank,         do. 
Merch'tsand  Manuf  V  B%  Pittsburg,  Penn. 
f  Franklin  Bank,  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
Union  Bank,  Baltimore,           do. 
Bank  of  Michigan,  Detroit,  Michigan, 
Farmers  and  Mechanics*  Bank  of  Michigan, 
Commercial  Bank,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Agency  of  this  bank  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
Clinton  Bank,  Columbus,  Ohio, 
Union  Bank,  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
Planters*  Bank,  Natchez,  Mississippi, 
Branch  Planters' B'k,  Columbus,  Mississippi, 
Commercial  Bank,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 

$33,385 

16,975 

1,498,934 

1,616,950 

1,463,042 

26 

486,094 

70,509 

530,849 

2«2,053 

36,481 

22,923 

73,080 
642,935 

63,084 
327,601 

$50,765 

73,188 

2,001,706 

1,617,865 

2,096,963 

101,455 

1,800,284 

241,881 

63,782 

797,609 
798,006 
728,730 

1,011,044 

674,237 

228,710 

86,^23 

1,820,951 

680,574 

$107,437 

226,810 

8,329,851 

3,253,321 

3,037,560 

462,242 

2,847,664 

237,677 

241,366 

468,801 

1,018,618 

1,237,974 

1,029,200 

1,631,757 

1,898,078 

423,i528 

665,867 

1,393,930 

1,817,273 

$123,352 
408,996 

2,001,200 

2,050,000 

2,000,000 
442,000 

1,500,000 
174,950 
600,000 
608,915 

1,845,487 
444,779 
160,000 

1,000,900 

289,225 
1,811,890 
4,139,140 

2,657,265 

$200 

126 

1,000 

1,000 

1.000 

750 

600 

.  300 

500 
Fail  to  tell. 
200 
600 
600 
Fail  to  tell. 

$6,996,920 

$13,672,862 

$24,227,444 

$22,160,189 

$6,575 

*  This  bank  has  paid  R.  M.  Whitney  $600.  on  each  of  two  occasions,  in  addition  to  his  annual  allowance, 
f  Thia  bank  has  paid  R.  M.  Whitney  $260  for  circulars,  &c.,  but  does  not  pay  an  annual  salary. 
NoTs.^n  the  construction  of  these  tables  cents  have  been  omitted. 
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Exhibit  W.— TVotwmp/  from  the  records  of  the  eircuii 

court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  Washington  county. 

WiiUam  Folwell,  jr.,  Burvivor  of  Richard  F.  Allen,  vs. 

Keuben  M.  Whitney. 
Coxe. 

March  term,  1834.  June  27.  Judgment  for  1 10,000. 
Damages  and  costs.  Damages  to  be  released  on  payment 
of  $4,997  82,  with  interest  from  16th  June,  1882,  until 
paid.    Costs  $9  63. 

Test:  W.  BRENT,  Cierk. 

Nathaniel  Jones,  surviving  partner  of  Gales  Sl  Barcroft, 

vs.  Reul^en  M.  Whitney. 
Coxe. 

March  term,  1835.  June  6.  Judgment  for  $30,000. 
Damages  and  costs.  Damages  to  be  released  on  payment 
of  $16,007  30,  with  interest  from  1 8th  March,  1826,  un- 
til paid.     Costs  $12  11. 

Ca.  sa.  issued  to  November  term,  1836,  and  delivered 
to  plaintiff's  attorney.     Not  returned. 

Test:  W.  BRENT,  C/crJt. 

Nathsniel  Jones,  surviving  partner  of  Gates  dc  Barcrofl, 

vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Coxe. 

March  term,  1835.  June  6.  Judgment  for  $30,000. 
Damages  and  costs.  Damages  to  be  released  on  payment 
of  $16,00d«  with  interest  from  17th  February,  1826,  until 
paid.     CosU$12  11. 

Ca.  sa.  issued  to  November  term,  1836;  delivered  to 
attorney,  and  not  returned. 

Test:  W.  BRENT,  Cib-^k. 

Nathaniel  Jones,  surviving  partner  of  Gates  dc  Barcroft, 

vs.  Reuben  M.  W^hitney. 
Coxe. 

March  term,  1835.  June  6.  Judgment  for  $12,000. 
Damages  and  costs.  Damages  to  be  released  on  payment 
of  $6, 159  31,  with  interest  from  3d  January,  1825,  until 
paid.    Costs  $12  01. 

Fi.  fa.  to  November  term,  1836;  delivered  toplaintifTs 
attorney,  and  not  returned. 

Test:  W. -BRENT,  Clerk. 

Nathaniel  Jones,  surviving  partner  of  Gates  6l  Barcroft, 

vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Coxe. 

March  term,  1835.  June  6.  Judgment  for  $12,000. 
Damages  and  costs.  Damages  to  be  released  on  payment 
of  $6,169  30,  with  interest  from  2d  February,  1826,  until 
paid.     Costs  $12  11. 

Ca.  sa.  issued  to  November  term,  1836,  and  returned. 
"  Cepi  released  on  prison  bounds  bond."  Francis  P. 
Blair  and  John  C.  Rives  sureties  in  bond. 

Test :  W.  BRENT,  Clerh. 

Charles  Vezin  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Coxe. 

November  term,  1836.  No.  334.  Imparlances*  suit 
brought  against  Mr.  Whitney,  as  endorser  on  Andrew 
Curcier's  note  for  $1,021  33,  dated  7th  July,  1834. 
Azariah  Fuller,  ppecial  bail. 

Test:  W.  BRENT,  Clerk. 

The  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Coxe. 

November  term,  1836.  431.  Appearances:  on  de- 
fendant's own  note  for  $600,  dated  25UiJuly,  1832,  paya- 
ble two  days  after  date.     Francis  P.  Blair,  special  bail. 

Test :  W.  BRENT,  Clerk. 

Bank  of  Pennsylvania  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Coxe. 

November  term,  \%2%.  432.  Appearances :  on  defend- 
ant's own  note  for  $1,800,  dated  July  G,  1832,  payable  in 
twenty  days.     Francis  P.  Blair,  special  bail. 

Test :  W.  BRENT,  Clerk. 


Bank  of  Pennsylvania  t».  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Coxe. 

November  term,  IBZQ.  438.  Appearances :  on  defend- 
ant's own  note  for  $3,300,  dated  July  18,  1832,  payable 
in  ten  days.     Francis  P.  Blair>  special  bail. 

Test:  W.  BRENT,  C/iyAr. 

Andrew  Curcier,  use  of  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 

Philadelphia,  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Mason. 

November  term,  \%Z^.  121.  Appearances :  suit  brought 
against  Mr.  Whitney,  as  endorser  on  Charles  Callaghan's 
note  for  $1,600,  dated  11th  August,  1832.  Thomas  L. 
Smith,  special  bail. 

Test :  W.  BRENT,  Clerk. 

Andrew  Curcier,  use  of  Farmers  and  Mechanics*  Bank  of 

Philadelphia,  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Mason. 

November  term,  1836.  122.  Appearances:  on  defend- 
ant's own  note  for  $900,  dated  7th  August,  1632,  payable 
in  twenty  days.     Thomas  L.  Smith,  special  bail. 

Test:  W.  BRENT,  Clerk. 

Andrew  Curcier,  use  of  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 

Philadelphia,  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Mason. 

November  term,  1836.  123.  Appearances:  on  defend- 
ant's own  note  for  $550,  dated  11th  August,  188S,  paya- 
ble in  twenty  days.     Thomas  L.  Smith,  special  bail. 

Test:  W.  BRENT,  Clerk. 

Deposition  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington, 
and  cashier. 
Answer  to  1st  interrogatory  :    J'hat  they  pay  Whitney 
at  the  rate  of  $200  per  annum,  commencing  with  the  1^ 
January,  1835. 

CORRSSPONDEXCE  WITH  THE  BaXK  OP  BrHLIKOTOlT. 

Naihan  B.  Haswell,  a  director  of  said  bank,  to  B.  M. 
Whitney,  dated 

BuRLiiTGTON^,  July  16,  1836. 
«  The  branch  bank  at  this  place  will  soon  cease  its  op- 
erations ;  and,  to  enable  us  to  meet  the  public  demand,  I 
need  not  repeat  that  a  deposite  of  a  permanent  character 
will  enable  us  to  continue  to  keep  our  bills  at  par,  as  above 
stated,  (in  New  York  and  Boston,)  and  meet  the  wants  of 
the  people  in  this  section  of  the  country. 

R.  M.  Whitney  to  N  B.  HasweU. 

Washington,  July  27,  1835. 

<<  This,  it  was  found,  could  not  be  done  under  the  ex- 
isting laws,  [Treasury  appoint  an  agent,]  but  it  was  sug- 
gested that  all  the  advantages  could  be  derived  by  each 
bank  appointing  its  own  agent,  provided  each  selected  the 
same  individual,  which  could  accrue  to  the  banks  them- 
selves, and  to  the  Treasury  Department,  in  case  the  agent 
was  appointed  by  that  Department.**    •  •  • 

**  A  central  agency,  for  the  purpose  of  intercommunica- 
tion, has  been  found,  tlius  far,  productive  of  great  bmeft 
to  the  public."' 

R.  M.  Whitney  to  N.  B.  Haswell. 

Washinoton,  August  8,  1835. 

« I  intend  to  see  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  and  rec- 
ommend to  him  to  place  the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  branch 
banks  only  about  as  fast  as  they  will  want  it  to  pay  out,  so 
as  to  give  the  use  of  it  to  you  as  long  as  possible,*'  &c. 

**l  want  to  see  the  Bank  of  Burlington  engage  more 
extensively  In  the  domestic  exchange  busiuess,"  Sec. 

R.  M.  Whitney  to  N.  B.  Haswell. 

Washinoton,  August  21,  1835. 
"  In  a  few  days  I  shall  prepare  a  circular,"  dec.     *      * 
**  The  same  will  be  forwarded  to  all  the  land  offices.    This 
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will  lead  to  the  receipt  of  your  notes  by  all  the  public  re- 
ceivers." 

*'I  am  particularly  anxious  that  the  deposite  banks 
should  turn  their  attention  to  that  branch  of  U>U8iness,*' 
[domestic  exchange.] 

R,  M,  Whitney  to  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington, 
WASiiiiroToy,  January  23,  1835. 
**  With  this  I  forward  you  the  copy  of  a  lettei  written 
by  a  person  residing  here,  high  in  the  confidence  of  the 
£xecutive,  to.  some  friends  in  New  York  and  Boston. 
This  will  explain  to  you  more  fully  the  object  of  the  agen- 
cy, and  the  duties  which  will  appertain  to  it." 

Extract  fr6m  the  letter  above  referred  to,  which  is  not 
signed, 
*•  The  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  know, 
view  the  subject  in  the  same  light  that  I  do,  and  will  be 
gratified  if  the  bank  will  establish  such  an  agency ;  and 
from  his  talents,  experience,  and  fidelity,  no  appointment 
would  be  mare  acceptable  to  them  than  that  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ncT/y  who  has  already  been  recommended  to  the  Depart- 
ment.*'    [Query.     Is  not  this  Amos  Kendall?] 

President  of  the  bank  to  B,  M.  Whitney, 

BuBLiNOTOK,  February  12,  1835. 

<*  Your  letter  dated  the  23d  ult.  is  received,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  an  agency  of  the  deposite  banks.  I  have  commu- 
nicated the  same  to  our  board  of  directors,  and  am  instruct- 
ed to  say  that  in  all  business  transactions  with  the  Gotf- 
emment  they  have  and  wish  to  meet  their  views,  and  do 
the  public  business  intrusted  to  them  to  their  satisfaction. 

*'  8o  fiur  as  this  institution  may  be  profited  by  an  agen- 
cy, as  it  respects  business,  public  or  private,  they  will 
cheerfully  pay  a  sum  commensurate  to  such  advantages," 

Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington  to  R,  M.  Whitney, 
BvRLiHGTOK,  March  10,  1836. 
(«  We  are  informed  that  the  Mechanics  and  Farmers' 
Bank,  located  in  this  place,  are  making  a  movement, 
through  various  channels,  to  obtain  the  payment  of  .pen- 
sions, and  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  deposite  bank."  * 
*  «  *  « It  was  chartered  to  take  the  place  of  the 
branch  here,  and  is  under  the  direction  of  those  who  were 
the  managers  of  the  branch — the  same  cashier — and  occupy 
the  same  house.  Those  gentlemen  have  not  yet  forgotten 
their  mortification  in  having  the  business  of  the  Govern- 
ment taken  from  them,  and  probably  feel  no  little  desire  to 
retrieve  their  characters,  if  possible."  •  •  •  • 
"The  information  which  I  received,  in  relation  to  the 
designs  of  the  Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank,  came  from 
Washington.  Nothing  of  the  kind  is  intimated  here.  I 
wish  yon,  therefore,  to  ascertain  if  it  is  correct,  and,  if  so, 
to  apprize  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  character  of  the 
applicants." 

Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington  to  R,  M.  Whitney, 
BcBLiKGToiv,  January  25,  1836. 
**  Being  located  in  the  same  place  where  a  branch  of  the 
United  States  Bank  was  established,  and  as  we  are  a  de- 
posite bank  where  the  branch  has  discontinued  its  opera- 
tions, the  public  seem  to  expect  that  we  would  at  once  af- 
ford the  same  facilities  and  accommodations  that  they  en- 
joyed when  the  branch  was  doing  business.  There  has 
been,  on  the  part  of  our  directors,  a  desire  to  meet  this  ex- 
pectation ;  and  the  consequence  has  been  that  a  very  sensi- 
ble change  has  taken  place,  politically,  in  favor  of  the 
Government/  and  as  it  is  our  desire  to  strengthen  these 
sentiments,  we  feel  that  it  is  important  to  anord  to  our 
farmers  and  merchants,  the  coming  spring,  a  pretty  exten- 
sive accommociation,  especially  about  the  time  of  the  wool 
clip."    *     ♦     ♦     (*  My  wish  is  that  you  would  have  an 


interview  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  sub- 
ject of  allowing  the  present  amount  to  remain,  or,  rather, 
that  the  warrants  in  favor  of  the  pension  agent  should  not 
be  made  upon  the  deposite  for  the  next  payment,"  &c. 

R..M,  Whitney  to  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington, 
WASHiBTGTOir,  MoTch  18,  1836. 

«'  I  called  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  went 
to  the  Commissioner  of  tensions,  and  can  assure  you  that 
you  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  efibrt  of  your  neighbors. 
No  other  bank  wiU  be  employed  by  either  department,  wn- 
less  compelled  to  do  so  by  the  legislation  of  Congress, 
Mr.  Everett,  a  member  from  your  State,  has  been  trying 
to  have  the  pensions  paid  in  another  quarter,  (Windsor,  I 
suppose.) 

"You  need  not  fear  but  I  will  look  after  and  protect 
your  interest." 

iJ.  M,  Whitney  to  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington, 
Wasuihgtox,  August  23,  1835. 
'*  As  it  may  be  important  for  you  to  know,  as  a  g^uide 
in  your  operations,  I  can  state  to  you  that,  until  January 
next,  I  feel  confident  you  may  safely  calculate  upon  the 
Treasury  depositee  being  kept  up  to  the  maximum  of  what 
your  bank  can  hold ;  say  three  fourths  of  the  amount  of 
capital." 

CoRB£8FOirDENC.£  WITH  THE  StATE  BaMK  OF  IlLIKOIS.. 

From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Treasurt  Departmsxt, 

December  14,  1836. 
"As  you  request  tliat  part  of  it  may  be  considered  as 
confidential,  and  other  parts  of  it  be  communicated  to  third 
persons  with  whom  this  Department  has  no  ofificial  connex- 
ion, and  as  much  of  it  relates  to  subjects  on  which  the  De- 
partment has  opened  no  correspondence,  or  asks  for  any 
explanation,"  &c. — all  returned. 

"  But  as  to  any  other,  whether  of  ti  political  and  party 
character,  or  otherwise,  as  they  have  haa  no  influence  with 
the  Department,  and  have  not  been  inquired  about  by  me, 
it  will  not  be  necessary  to  ofTer  to  me  any  remarks." 
To  Cashieb  State  Bank  of  Illinois. 

State  Ba>'k  oir  Illinois, 
SpRisrGFiELD,  January  7,  1836. 

"  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication 
of  the  14th  ult.  I  addressed  you  the  letter  to  which  it  is 
a  reply,  under  the  impression  that  Mr.  Whitney  held  an 
otficial  station  in  your  Department,  with  which  was  con- 
nected a  supervision,  under,  you,  of  the  interests  of  Gov- 
ernment, as  connected  with  the  deposite  banks.  Under 
this  erroneous  impression,  I  considered  his  letter  to  Mr.  Till- 
son  as  official  in  its  character ;  and  as  it  contained  charges 
against  this  bank  of  a  political  and  even  party  character,  I 
deemed  that,  the  subject  beiog  thus  opened,  there  could  be 
no  impropriety  in  my  referring  to  those  charges  in  a  com- 
munication to  yourself.  I  regret  the  misapprehension,  and 
I  hope  it  will  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  a  course  which  I 
certainly  would  never  have  taken,  had  I  known,  as  I  now 
do,  that  Mr.  Whitney  is  not  connected  with  the  Treasury 
Department" 

N.  H.  RIDGELY,  Cashier. 

To  L.  WooiftiuRY,  Secretary,  Ac. 

From  T.  W.  Smith  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Edwardstillk,  June  22,  1835. 

**  The  stock  has  fallen,  by  (what  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say) 
means  the  most  disreputable  and  dishonest,  into  the  hands 
of  a  combination  of  some  eight  or  ten  individuals  of  Cin- 
cinnati, St.  Louis,  and  this  State,  composed  of  the  friends 
of  the  United  States  Bank,  and  deadly  foes  to  the  present 
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administration,  who  will  uso  their  influence  and  that  of 
the  bank,  which  has  in  its  direction  but  one  friend  of  the 
atl ministration,  in  favdr  of  the  rechartcr  of  the  United 
8tates  Bank,  and  adverse  to  every  fair  measure  of  the 
Government." 

N,  Raney  to  tfit  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

St.  Louis,  June  24,  1835. 

'*  The  Bank  of  Illinois,  in  a  few  days,  will  go  into  ope- 
ration ;  and  as  an  agency  from  Cincinnati  has  been  estab- 
lished in  St.  Louis,  to  receive  the  public  funds,  Ace.,  I  deem 
it  a  duty  to  state  that  the  great  body  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  niinois  Bank  are  red-hut  opponents  to  the  administra- 
tion, and  have  elected  for  the  cashier  of  the  mother  bank 
the  chief  clerk  of  the  United  States  Bank  of  St.  Louis ; 
and  such  being  the  fact,  I  think  their  paper  should  not  be 
received  in  the  land  offices,  and,  consequently,  the  agency 
here  being  compelled  to  take  it  at  its  nominal  value. 

' '  It  has  been  very  much  the  case,  that  several  individ'- 
uals  who  oppose  the  administration  in  this  country  have 
received  the  public  patronage." 

Wtn,   L,   May,  Representative  in  Congress,  to  the  Secrc- 
tary  of  the  Treasury, 

SpRiNCFixLn,  (Illinois,) 

July  20,  1836. 

**  At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  the 
proposition  to  create  the  present  [State]  .bank  was  brought 
forward  by  the  friends  of  the  administration,  with  the  view 
to  aid  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  Its  fiscal  op- 
erations, and  to  sujpply  the  place  of  the  branch  of  the 
United  States  Bank. 

"  Your  annual  report  to  Congress  had  no  small  influence, 
and  to  it  may  be  ascribed,  in  a  great  measure,  the  triumph 
of  carrying  the  bank."  Adds :  « It  was  natural  that  the 
stockholders  should  wish  to  share,  to  some  extent,  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  the  custody  of  the  public 
money. 

**  This  favor,  it  is  thought,  our  State  has  some  reason  to 
expect ;  she  has  always  been  foremost  in  sustaining  the 
measures  of  the  administration ;  but  this,  it  is  conceded, 
would  not  constitute  a  claim  to  the  custody  of  the  public 
money.  When,  however,  to  this  is  added  an  ability  on 
the  part  of  the  bank  to  meet  all  its  liabilities,  and  when  the 
high  standing,  talents,  and  integrity  of  its  directors  are  con- 
Bid<^red,  it  is  thought  that  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  ought 
to  be  entitled  to  tlie  utmost  confidence. '^ 

John  Reynolds,  Representative  in  Congress,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury, 

Bkllktilis,  July  24,  1835. 
*<  The  bank  [Illinois  State]  has  now  commenced  its  op- 
erations under  favorable  auspices,  and  such  organization  as 
warrants  the  conclusion  that  the  confidence  of  the  United 
States  will  not  l)C  abused.  As  measures,  looking  at  tlio 
promotion  of  golden  opinions  in  favor  of  the  present  and 
future  administrations  of  the  United  States,  in  this  State, 
I  should  say  none  more  happy  in  its  influence  could  be  de- 
vised. The  officers  are,  many  of  them,  believed  to  be  for 
the  success  of  the  distinguished  c^indidate  for  the  presiden- 
cy. But  the  measures  alluded  to,  of  themselves,  independ- 
ent of  personal  predilections,  I  should  think,  would  do 
much  to  advance  the  views  of  the  administration.  Should 
your  Department  deem  it  expedient  to  dfrcct  the  reception 
of  the  issues  of  the  bank  at  the  land  offices  merely,  this 
alone  would  be  productive  of  great  advantages  to  the  friends 
of  the  administration,  as  a  measure  unequivocal  to  be  point- 
ed out,  indicating  the  most  friendly  relations."  •  •  • 
<<  Should  these  or  other  views  cause  the  adoption  of  these 
measures,  no  doubt  need  be  entertained  of  a  ntost  deci- 
ded and  beneficial  influence  in  behalf  of  the  administr.i- 
tion." 


William  Kinney  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Dreaaury. 
MocNT  Plsasaut,  October  14,  1835. 

**  I  have  no  doubt  of  that  institution  [State  Bank  of  Illi- 
nois] having  been  chartered,  by  the  influence  of  a  designing 
man,  for  tlie  sole  purpose  of  speculation,  both  in  pecuniary 
and  political  matters ;  and  if  the  public  deposites  are  placed 
therein  for  any  length  of  time,  I  should  not  be  surprised  if 
the  conduct  of  that  institution,  ere  long,  should  be  such  as 
to  throw  sand  into  the  eyes  of  the  present  administration 
and  itH  true  advocates. 

'*  All  that  I  would  wish  to  say  further  is,  to  advise  great 
precaution  in  relation  to  making  deposites  in  Western 
banks,  especially  those  which  ha\x  lately  sprung  up."  * 
*  *  "  I  am  the  friend  of  the  present  administration  in 
all  its  features." 

Samuel  Roberts,  receiver  of  public  money,  Danville,  Illi- 
nois, to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

LouisTiLLx,  November  ^9,  1635. 

**  III  regard  to  the  application  of  the  State  Bank,  I  think 
proper  to  inform  you  that  the  president  and  nearly  all  of 
the  directors  of  the  principal  bank,  all  the  cashiers  of  the 
branches,  and  an  iramenne  majority  of  the  branch  dii^ctors, 
have  been  the  most  decided  opposition  men  to  Gen.  Jack- 
son, to  his  measures,  and  his  friends  and  supporters.  The 
cashier  of  the  principal  bank  was  an  o&cer  of  the  United 
States  Branch  Bank  at  St.  Louis ;  and  I  believe  that  the 
Bank  of  Illinois  is,  at  this  time,  under  the  dominion  of  fed« 
eralism. 

*'  I  tliink  it  due  to  you  to  give  you  this  information,  be- 
cause I  have  recently  learned  that  a  different  representa- 
tion has  been  made  to  the  Department,  and  no  doabt  with  a 
view  to  produce  a  different  impression.  I  know  most  of 
the  directors  and  officers  personally,  and  have  made  inquiry 
as  to  the  politics  of  those  I  do  not  know.  While  the  bank 
continues  in  the  hands  and  under  the  control  of  the  federal 
party,  I  hope  it  may  not  receive  any  patronage  from  the 
Government." 

[No  answer  by  tlie  recordik] 

Secretary  says  the  principal  charges  are :  1.  That  the 
stock  was  not  properly  distributed.  2.  That  State  has 
no  interest,  and  therefore  charter  not  legal.  3.  The  bank 
has  issued  large  amounts  of  paper,  and  not  redeemed  at 
expected. 

Wm.  L.  May,  Representative  in  Congress,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury, 

WASHivGTOir,  January  29,  1836. 
**  The  safety  of  the  bank  is  only  matter  of  opinion ;  but 
I  cannot  in  justice  to  my  own  feelings,  omit  the  present 
opportunity  of  expressing  my  entire  confidence  in  the  in- 
tegrity and  ability  of  its  board  of  directors,  as  well  as  the 
capacity  of  the  bank  to  meet  all  its  liabilities.'* 

Juh7i  Reynolds,  member  of  Congress,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

Washinotost,  January  29,  1836. 
**  To  make  the  Bank  of  Illinois  a  depositoiy  of  the  pub- 
lic funds,  and  the  paper  of  the  bank  Iand-(^ce  money, 
would  !»  very  acceptable  to  the  people ;  and,  from  all  the 
information  I  can  procure  in  relation  to  its  solvency,  I 
conclude  it  would  be  a  safe  depository.  Therefore,  I  do 
earnestly  recommend  the  measure  to  make  the  State  Bank 
of  Illinois  a  depository  for  the  public  funds,  and  the  paper 
thereof  land-office  money." 

John  M.    Robinson,    Senator,   to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury, 
Warhixotox,  January  30,  1836. 

**To  your  communication  of  the  25th  instant,  asking 
my  opinion  whether  the  selection  of  the  Illinois  Bank  would 
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be  uteful  and  acceptable  to  oar  commuDity,  and  safe  to  the 
Government,  I  have  to  reply,  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  Would 
be  both  usefiil  and  acceptable  to  that  conununity .  As  to  the 
safety  of  the  Government  funds,  my  information  upon  that 
part  of  the  subject  is  very  limited,  the  bank  having  only 
been  in  operation  a  short  time,  and  its  location  being  in  a 
different  part  of  the  State  from  where  I  reside.  With  many 
of  the  directors  I  am  personally  acquainted,  and  have  the 
highest  opinion  of  their  integrity  and  financial  ability." 

W.  L.  D.  Ewing,  Senaiar  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

**  In  reply  to  your  inquiries,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  the  depoeite  of  the  public  funds  in  the  State  Bank 
of  Illinois  would  not  only  be  useful  and  acceptable  to  the 
people  of  Illinois,  but  is  confidently  expected  by  them."  * 
*  *  «  This  expectation  had  a  controlling  influence  with 
the  Legislature  in  the  establUhmeut  of  the  bank." 

**  I  believe  the  institution  is  ably  and  prudently  conduct- 
ed. I  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  integrity  and 
honor  of  the  officers  having  the  management  of  it.  I  be- 
lieve the  public  funds  would  be  as  safe  as  in  any  bank  west 
of  the  mountains.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  constitutionality 
of  the  charter." 

CORRESPOVDENCB  WITH    TRS   SsTXNTH    WaRD  BirTK  OF 

THB  Cixr  OF  New  York. 
Walter  Bowne,  president  of  the  Seventh  Ward  Bank, 

New  York,  to  R,  B.  Taney,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
New  York,  October  2,  1833. 

The  services  of  the  Seventh  Ward  Bank  are  respectful- 
ly offered  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  directory  feel  much  confidence  in  this  application, 
being,  (without  exception,)  as  well  as  the  stockholders, 
vrith  few  exceptions,  friends  of  the  administration. 

It  is  also  respectfally  recommended  to  your  notice  that, 
at  the  time  of  the  distribution  of  the  stock  of  this  institu- 
tion, the  commissioners  awarded  no  portion  to  the  brokers 
in  Wall  street.  This  excited  their  indignation  against  the 
bank,  and  engendered  a  resolution  (paiued  at  their  board) 
that  they  would  not  deal  in  the  stock,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly ;  and  the  members  of  their  board  bound  themselves 
to  abide  by  such  resolution,  on  pain  of  exclusion. 

The  directors  having  the  highest  personal  consideration 
for  General  Jackson,  respectfully  request  the  Secretary  to 
lay  this  letter  before  the  President. 

WALTER  BOWNB,  President, 

New  York,  December  16,  1833. 
We,  the  subscribers,  officers  and  directors  of  tlie  Seventh 
Ward  Bank,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration and  of  the  revered  chief  at  the  head  of  the  Grov- 
ernmont,  do  solicit  a  portion  of  the  fiscal  patronage  of  the 
United  Sutes  Treasury  for  the  Seventh  Ward  Bank ;  the 
terms  are  those  most  favorable  to  the  Government 

Walter  Bowne,  President,    Philip  Harmad. 

William  S.  Coe.  Luther  Halsey. 

Henry  Ogden.  Wm.  O'Connor,  CasAicr. 

Abraham  Daley.  Samuel  N.  Dodge. 

G.  Hopkins.  John  V.  Greenfield. 

William  Scott.  James  A.  Whiting. 

David  Brown.  H.  Erber. 

December  31,  1835. — The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
writes  to  George  Newbold  to  suggest  some  mode  of  dividing 
the  balances  in  the  deposite  banks  in  the  city  of  New  Y'ork, 
and  requests  him  to  consult  the  other  deposite  banks  in  the 
city  on  the  subject. 

The  presidents  of  the  deposite  banks  in  the  city  of  New 
York  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
<*  The  measure  suggested  in  your  communication,  that 
the  present  selected  banks  should  make  suitable  arrange- 
VoL.  XIIL— y 


menls  with  the  other  local  banks  here,  to  leave  balances 
with  them  for  a  limited  period,  or  until  Congress,  by  some 
act,  shall  render  it  necessary  or  proper  to  csil  for  the 
whole  or  part  of  those  balances,  meets  our  entire  and  cor- 
dial approbation,"  Ac.  »  *  #  •  • 

<<The  arrangements  with  the  other  banks,  that  we 
should  propose  and  desire,  would  be  such  as  are  liberal  and 
equitable,  having  a  due  regard  to  the  entire  safety  of  the 
funds,  and  to  a  prompt  repayment  thereof  when  required 
or  called  for ;  and  we  should  accordingly  deem  it  proper 
iksX^security  should  be  given  by  those  banks  that  would 
bo  ample  and  satisfactory."         *         •         •         ♦         ♦ 

«In  regard  to  the  question  of  security  to  be  given  by 
those  banks,  we  may  remark  that,  although  we  are  quite 
satisfied  that  most  of  them  are  perfectly  good,  and  their 
corporate  responsibility  abundantly  sufficient,  and  we  have 
no  reason  to  believe  but  that  9ll  of  them  are  so,  yet  there 
arc  many  considerations  that  seem  to  render  it  proper  that 
they  should  give  additional  suitable  security ;  and  if  you 
shall  be  of  that  opinion,  and  will  so  express  it  in  your  in- 
structions to  us,  it  would  evidently  facilitate  the  arrange- 
ment, and  render  them  the  more  ready  to  give  the  security, 
inasmuch  as  sensibilities  might  otherwise  be  awakened  by 
the  supposition  that  there  is  a  want  of  proper  confidence 
and  liberality  on  our  part." 

GEO.  NEWBOLD, 
President  of  the  Bank  of  America, 
M.  GELSTON, 
President  of  the  Manhattan  Company. 
JNO.  FLEMING, 
President  of  the  Mechanics*  Bank, 

CORRESFOVDENCE  WITH    THB  Fa&MSRS  AND  MeCHAVICs' 

Ba>-k  at  Detroit,  Michioait. 

Farmers  arb  Mechahics*  Bark, 

Detroit,  February  23, 1835. 

Sir:  The  temporary  absence  of  the  president  of  this 
bank  has  prevented  an  earlier  reply  to  your  communica- 
tion of  the  23d  ultimo. 

This  bank  desires  to  co- operate  with  the  Treasury  De- 
partment in  its  measures  for  the  general  good ;  and,  with 
that  view  solely,  the  proposition  received  from  you  wiU  be 
acceded  to  in  due  time,  or  so  soon  as,  by  the  terms  of  ita 
charter,  the  proper  step  can  be  taken.  In  the  mean  time, 
it  is  hoped  and  expected  that  you  will  act  as  if  the  arrange- 
ment had  been  concluded.  I  need  not  assure  you  that  the 
board  will  justly  estimate  and  reward  the  attention  which 
the  interests  of  the  public  and  of  the  institution  may  re- 
ceive at  your  hands.     Yours,  dec. 

JOHN  A.  WILLIS,  Cashier, 

R.  M.  Whitney,  Esq. 

FromR,M.  Whitney  to  John  A,  WilUs^March  IB,  1836. 

Sir:  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the 
23d  ultimo  a  few  days  since.  I  shall  communicate  to  you 
every  thing  whereby  I  thudi  the  interests  of  the  bank  will 
be  promoted,  with  the  same  readiness  as  if  final  action  had 
taken  place  upon  my  proposition. 

I  have  got  the  heads  of  the  various  Departments  to  fur> 
nish  an  estimate  of  the  probable  sums  and  periods  which 
they  will  call  for  money  from  the  Treasury,  as  well  as  the 
States  in  which  it  will  be  required.  This  will  enable  me 
to  lay  out  a  course  of  operations  for  the  next  six  months 
of  the  Treasury  with  the  deposite  banks,  whereby  I  can 
inform  each  the  sums  they  will  be  called  upon  to  pay  or 
transfer  during  that  period,  on  account  of  the  Government ; 
which  information  will  enable  them  to  proceed  with  se- 
curity in  the  employment  of  the  money  while  it  remains 
in  their  hands.  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

JoHW  A.   Willis,  Esq., 

Cashier  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Detroit, 
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From  same  to  same — April  20,  1835. 

Sir  :  I  understand  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
about  to  issue  a  circular  to  the  selected  banks,  making  the 
following  inquiries,  viz : 

1st  Whether  tlie  banks  now  issue  notes  of  a  lets  do- 
nomination  than  five  dollars. 

2d.  Whether  the  Jbank  (in  case  it  now  makes  such  is- 
sues) will  be  willing  to  discontinue  any  further  issues  of 
any  notes  of  a  denomination  less  tlian  five  dollars,  after 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1836. 

3d.  Whether  the  bank  will  also  be  willing  to  discon- 
tinue the  issue  of  any  note  of  a  denomination  less  than 
ten  dollars,  at  any  early  future  day. 

4th.  If  so,  the  terms  upon  which  the  bank  is  willing  to 
come  under  such  agreement. 

It  is,  in  my  opinion,  very  desirable  that  the  selected 
banks,  generally,  should  express  a  willingness  to  enter  in- 
to such  an  arrangement.  Besides  aiding  the  Government 
in  restoring  a  metallic  circulating  medium,  for  the  purposes 
of  all  the  small  transactions  of  society,  and  thus  producing 
great  good  to  the  community,  I  think  it  will  lead  to  caus- 
ing all  the  banks  which  unite  in  carrying  out  this  measure 
to  obtain  increased  and  extended  popularity,  dec       *       * 

The  considerations  which  the  selected  banks  ought  to  re- 
quire, in  case  they  consent  to  discontinue  the  issue  of  all 
notes  under  five,  and  then  under  ten  dollars,  I  think  ought 
to  be  something  like  the  following : 

1st.  That  the  Government  shall  not  receive  in  payment 
notes  of  a  denomination  less  than  five  dollars  after  the  30th 
day  of  September,  1835,  nor  any  note  of  a  denomination 
less  than  ten  dollars  after  the  1st  day  of  July,  1836. 

2d.  That  interest  shall  not  be  required  of  them  upon 
the  public  moneys  while  remaining  on  deposite  in  their 
hands ;  the  duties  which  are  now  performed  under  the  con- 
tract with  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  surrender 
of  the  advantages  growing  out  of  the  right  to  issue  and 
circulate  notes  for  sums  less  than  ten  dollars,  being  con- 
sidered a  full  equivalent  for  the  use  of  the  public  money. 

3d.  Provided  that  Congress  shall  not  impose,  through 
legislation,  onerous  conditions,  or  make  of  the  banks  in- 
jurious exactions. 

Tn  1816,  both  Messrs.  Webster  and  Sergeant  opposed 
all  legislation  touching  the  regulation  of  the  currency. 
They  contended,  then,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
had  command  of  the  currency  and  exchanges  of  the  coun- 
try, and  could  employ  it  more  beneficially  than  any  body 
or  every  body  else.  My  own  observation  satisfies  me  that 
they  were  right.  I  think  it  would  be  well  that  the  board 
of  directors  of  each  bank  should  give  an  expression  of  their 
opinions  touching  this  subject 

I  think  it  would  be  agreeable  that  the  banks  should  fix 
■the  1st  day  of  October,  1836,  for  the  period  of  discontinu- 
ing the  issue  of  all  notes  less  than  ten  dollars. 

K.  M.  WHITNEY. 

To  the  Cashier  of  the 

Farmers  and  Mechanics*  Bank,  Detroit. 

From  the  same  to  same — July  16,  1836. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  4th  instant  came  to  hand 
this  day,  with  your  draft  on  the  City  Bank  at  Albany  fur 
$100,  for  balance  of  my  salary  on  the  Ist  instant. 

I  notice  your  remarks  respecting  the  time  required  to 
convert  the  funds  received  for  land  sales  with  available 
funds  at  New  York,  and  have  spoken  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  upon  the  subject.  It  is  his  wish  to  do  noth- 
ing in  the  way  of  transfer  which  will  cause  you  the  least 
inconvenience.  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

Jxo.  A.  Willis,  Esq. 

From  the  same  to  name — July  17,  1835. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  notice  by  your  return  of  the  1st  instant,  that 
your  specie  was  reduced  to  $12,882  01.   This,  I  presume. 


was  caused  by  payments  made  to  disbursing  agents  of  the 
War  Department  I  would  remark  that  it  is  desirable  to 
avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  the  reduction  of  the  specie  fund  of 
the  deposite  banks  so  low.     * 

R.  M.  WHITNEY. 
Jwo.  A.  Willis,  Esq. 

From  same  to  same,  (extract) — May  30,  1836. 
«  These  considerations,  collectively,  induce  me  to  sug- 
gest, and  even  to  recommend,  to  aU  the  deposite  banks 
which  receive  deposites  of  the  public  money  from  the  land 
receivers,  to  forthwith  give  them  notice  that  they  will  not, 
after  the  receipt  of  that  notice,  receive  from  them,  and  place 
at  the  credit  of  the  Treasury,  any  thing  else  than,  silver 
and  gold,  and  the  notes  of  such  banks  as  will  redeem  sucb 
notes  as  are  received  in  payment  of  public  lands  in  the 

cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia.'* 

•  •••••• 

<*Any  steps  which  you  and  any  of  the  deposite  banks 
may  take  for  carrying  into  effect  the  suggestions  I  have 
made,  I  feel  confident  will  be  approved  by  all  sound  finan> 
tiers ;  and  I  am  fully  persuaded  Uiat  their  adoption  will  not 
only  prove  beneficial  to  the  deposite  banks,  by  relieving 
them,  in  part,  of  an  onerous  duty,  but  will  prove  most 
salutary  in  its  consequences  to  the  public  in  general,*'  &c. 

R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

JjTO.  A.  Willis,  Esq. 

From  same  to  same — July  7,  1836. 

Dear  Si  r  :  I  duly  received  your  &vor  of  the  22d  ultimo, 
covering  your  check  payable  at  the  Phoenix  Bank,  in  New 
York,  for  one  hundred  dollars,  due  me  the  Ist  instant ;  for 
which  please  accept  my  thanks. 

The  Indian  department,  I  have  just  learned,  have  issued 
requisitions  for  $65,000,  payable  in  Detroit,  in  specie. 
They  will,  between  this  and  the  1st  of  September  next,  re- 
quire from  six  to  seven  thousand  more,  of  which  two  hun- 
dred thousand  must  be  in  specie.  I  shall  know  more  about 
the  subject  to-morrow. 

Yours,  truly,  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

JoHir  A.  Willis,  Esq. 

From  the  same  to  same — July  8,  1836. 

Dear  Sir  :  You  will  be  informed  by  the  Treasury  De- 
partment that  the  Indian  department  will  have  occasion, 
between  this  and  the  Ist  of  October,  for  from  seven  to  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars  at  Detroit ;  and  Mr.  Harris  in- 
formed me  yesterday  that  he  should  want  from  two  hun- 
dred to  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the 
amount  in  specie.  To  meet  this,  it  has  occurred  to  mc 
that  you  will  have  to  send  abroad  for  specie.  I  have  thrit- 
fure  thought  proper  to  inform  you  that  gold  in  almost  any 
quantity  can  be  had  at  the  Bank  of  America,  at  New  York, 
which  has  been  received  from  France,  and  is  under  the  con- 
trol of  tlie  Treasury  Department ;  and  I  would  recommend 
that  the  two  deposite  bonks  at  Detroit  unite  together  and 
send  to  New  York,  and  obtain  two  or  three  'hundred 
thousand  dollars,  with  which  to  meet  the  wants  of  tbe 
Indian  department.  It  will  be  good  policy  for  the  banks  to 
do  so,  as  it  will  be  aiding  in  carrying  out  one  of  the  per- 
manent measures  of  the  administration — that  of  circula- 
ting gold. 

If  you  should  conclude  to  adopt  these  suggestions,  please 
inform  me,  and  I  will  obtain  such  instructions  as  will  en- 
able you  to  obtain  the  gold  without  difficulty. 

Yours,  truly,  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

JoHx  A.  Willis,  Esq. 

From  same  to  same — Extract  from  a  tetter  dated  July 

26,  1836. 

**Dbar  Sir  :  •  *  •  There  is  about  four  million  dollars 

arrived,  and  to  arrive,  of  the  French  indemnity  money, 

which  the  Government  wish  to  have  distributed  throughout 
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the  country  ;  and  it  is  expected  that  the  deposite  banks  will 
lend  their  aid  in  doing  it. 

R.  M.  WHITNEY. 
John  A.  Willis,  Esq. 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  BiNK, 

Detroit,  Juli/  8,  1835. 

Sir  :  Your  circular  letter  of  the  25th  uitimo  came  duly 
to  hand.  As  this  bank  now  furnishes  complete  lists  of  all 
banks  whose  notes  it  receives  in  deposite  for  sale  of  public 
lands,  embracing  all  in  credit  north  of  the  Potomac  and 
Ohio  rivers,  and  all  Southern  banks  redeeming  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  no  misapprehension  can  possibly 
exist  on  the  subject ;  nevertheless,  it  is  the  determination  of 
the  bank  to  lend  its  feeble  aid  to  perfect  the  great  plan 
adopted  by  the  Treasury  Department,  having  for  its  object 
the  equalisation  of  the  currency.  It  has  not,  at  present, 
an  emission  of  notes  of  the  denomination  of  $50,  or  over ; 
but  having  recently  ordered  one,  it  will  soon  be  able  to 
comply  with  the  terms  of  your  proposition.  Some  little 
time  will  be  necessary  to  make  the  arrangements  in  New 
York ;  until  which,  I  cannot  inform  you  at  what  bank  the 
notes  will  be  redeemed.  Permit  me  to  suggest  that  the  de- 
posite  banks  be  instructed  peremptorily  to  present  at  the 
office  redeeming  in  New  York  such  notes  only  as  are  ac- 
tually received  for  sales  of  land,  as  the  extension  of  the  rule 
to  all  receipts  at  their  respective  counters  would  be  produce 
tive  of  great  embarrassment  to  banks  remote  from  the  point 
in  question. 

JOHN  A.  WILLIS. 

R.  M.  Whitnkt,  Esq. 

From  same  to  same — Extract  from  a  letter  dated  July 
24,  1835. 

'*  Dear  Sir  :  I  hasten  to  reply,'*  &c.  "  Our  specie  shall 
be  increased  instantly ;  the  diminution  can  be  accounted 
for  in  a  manner,  doubtless,  satisfactory,"  &c. 

**  We  intend  to  be  well  protected  below,  and  to  prepare 
for  any  emergency  that  can  possibly  arise.  I  enclose  a  drafl 
for  $100  on  New  York,  for  your  salary  to  the  1st  instant." 
J.  A.  WILLIS,  Cashier. 

R.  M.  Whitney,  Esq. 

Extract  from  a  letter  dated  August  19,  1836,  from  Mr. 
Whitney  to  Mr.  Willis. 
**  Dear  Sir  :  I  am  this  day  favored  with  yours  of  the 
10th  instant,"  &c.  •  •  •  "He  [meaning  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury]  has  informed  you,  in  the  circular 
to  which  I  have  referred,  that  the  payments  may  be  made 
at  an  earlier  period  than  specified  in  the  transfer  warrant. 
If  you  should  at  any  time  wish  them  extended,  for  your 
own  convenience  or  that  of  the  public,  it  can  be  done." 

R.  M.  WHITNEY. 
.  J.  A.  Willis,  Cashier. 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank, 

Detroit,  January  A,  1836. . 
Dear  Sir:  I  annex  my  draft  for  $100,  to  pay  your 
salary  to  1st  of  January.  I  believe  this  is  right.  I  hardly 
need  say  to  you  that,  of  the  very  large  receipts  on  account 
of  land  sales,  more  than  nine  tenths  consist  of  uncurrent 
money,  which  it  requires  over  sixty  days  to  convert,  and 
at  great  risk  and  expense.  These  considerations,  undoubt- 
edly, have  great  weight  with  the  Department,  and  will 
cause  the  transfer  dra^  to  be  made  more  gradually  than  if 
the  deposites  were  available  at  once. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  truly  yours, 

JOHN.  A.  WILLIS, 
Cashier  Farmers  and  Mechanics^  Bank. 
B.  M.  Whitnst,  Esq. 


Copy  of  Mr.  Taney's  letter  to  Mr.  Thomas  ElHcott. 
[private.] 
Washington,  October  22,  1836. 

Mr  Dear  Sir:  I  have  only  a  moment  to  say  to  you 
that  Whitney's  proposition  is  entirely  unauthorized  by  me, 
and  that  I  have  no  concern  whatever  with  it :  and,  more- 
over, if  all  the  selected  banks  were  to  recommend  it,  I 
would  not  appoint  such  an  agent  at  this  time,  nor  until  I 
have  more  time  to  examine  into  its  propriety.  Certainly 
there  will  be  none  until  Congress  decide  what  measures 
are  to  follow  the  removal  of  the  deposites ;  and,  if  one 
should  ever  be  selected,  I  am  not  committed  to  appoint  Mr. 
Whitney.     I  am  perfectly  at  large  for  a  selection. 

Very  truly,  yours,  R.  B.  TANEY. 

Thomas  Ellicott,  Esq.,  Baltimore. 

Copy  of  Mr.  Taney's  letter  to  Reverdy  Johnson. 
[private.] 
W^ASHiNoTON,  October  24,  1833. 

Mr  Dear  Sir  :  Although  the  time  for  closing  the  mail 
is  almost  at  hand,  I  hope  I  yet  have  time  to  thank  you  for 
your  friendly  letter,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  perfectly  agncee 
with  you  in  the  opinions  you  express  about  the  reported 
appointment.  My  private  letter  to  Mr.  Ellicott  has,  I  hope, 
been  shown  to  you,  and  will  remove  any  suspicion  that  I 
could  have  countenanced  the  plan.  In  the  first  place,  there 
is  no  law  authorizing  the  establishment  of  such  a  bureau, 
and  it  would  be  the  grossest  and  most  indefensible  usurpa- 
tion of  power,  if  I  presumed  to  make  such  an  appointment. 
I  never,  for  a  moment,  have  dreamed  of  committing  such 
a  folly ;  yet  the  imposing  form  of  the  papers  given  to  Mr. 
Ellicott,  coupled  with  the  publication  in  the  Standard,  was 
well  calculated  to  create  the  apprehension  that  I  was  par- 
ticipating in  this  wild  scheme.  But  if  I  had  authority, 
even  by  act  of  Congress,  (and  nothing  short  of  an  act  of 
Congress  would  authorize  it,)  to  establish  such  a  bureau 
in  my  Department,  rest  assured  it  would  not  be  given  to 
the  person  you  name.  I  believe  he  has  been  much  wronged  ; 
but  it  is  one  of  my  fixed  theories  in  poUtics,  that  a  man 
must  not  only  be  qualified  for  the  office  he  fills,  but  the  pub- 
lic, who  must  have  an  interest  in  it,  must  be  satisfied  of 
his  fitness,  or  at  least  must  not  have  made  up  their  minds 
against  him.  And  whatever  may  be  the  qualities  of  the 
person  in  question,  his  appointment  to  that  office  would, 
under  existing  circumstances,  be  received,  I  am  sure,  with 
one  general,  universal  feeling  of  disapprobation,  by  friends 
and  foes ;  and,  rely  on  it,  I  wUl  never  mortify  my  friends  by 
such  a  usurpation  of  power,  nor  by  such  an  injudicious  ap- 
pointment, where  I  have  a  lawful  right  to  fill  an  office. 
The  whole  proceeding  has  been  the  indiscreet  act  of  the 
party  himself,  and  wholly  unauthorized  by  me. 

Again  thanking  you  for  your  kind  letter,  I  am,  very  tru- 
ly, your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  TANEY. 

Copy  of  Mr.  Whitney's  letter,  referred  to. 

Washington,  Augttst  29,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that,  since  my 
circular  to  you,  of  the  25th  June  laist,  I  have  received  com- 
munications from  the  greater  part  of  the  deposite  banks, 
upon  the  subject  of  redeeming  such  of  their  notes  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  as  may  be  received  on  deposite  from 
receivers  of  proceeds  of  public  lands,  as  well  as  receiving 
from  such  receivers  the  notes  of  such  of  the  deposite  and 
other  banks  as  redeem  the  same  either  in  New  York  or 
Philadelphia ;  and  I  am  now  enabled  to  communicate  to 
you  the  arrangements  made  with  the  following  banks,  viz  : 

Bank  of  Burlington,  Burlington,  Vermont. — This 
bank  redeems  its  notes  of  all  denominations  of  five  dollars 
and  upwards,  unlimitedly,  at  the  Merchants*  Bank  in 
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the  city  of  New  York.  It  also  receive*  on  deposite  the 
notes  of  such  banks  as  are  at  par,  either  in  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  or  Boston. 

.  Mechanics  and  Farmers^  Bank,  Albany. — Thie  bank 
redeems  all  its  notes  of  the  denomination  of  fifty  dollars  and 
upwards,  unlimHedly,  at  the  Merchants'  Bank  in  the  city 
of  New  York.  It  also  receives  the  notes  of  all  banks  which 
are  at  par  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

Bank  of  America^  New  York, — This  bank  will  receive 
the  notes  of  all  the  deposite  banks  situated  north  and  east 
of  that  city,  of  the  denomination  of  fifty  dollars  and  up- 
wards, on  deposite,  from  deposite  banks»  which  they  may 
have  received  from  the  receivers  of  sales  of  public  lands. 

Mechanics*  Bank,  New  York. — This  bank  will  receive 
the  notes  of  the  two  deposite  banks  in  Boston,  (the  Com- 
monwealth and  Merchants',)  they  bavin g^  arranged  with 
this  bank  to  redeem  the  same,  of  all  denominations  of  five 
dollars  and  upwards. 

Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia. — This  bank  will  receive 
from  all  the  deposite  banks  the  notes  of  any  and  all  the 
deposite  banks  north  and  east  of  Philadelphia,  which  they 
may  receive  from  the  public  land  receivers,  of  the  denomi- 
nation of  fifty  dollars  and  upwards. 

Union  Bank  of  Mary  land,  Baltimore. — This  bank  re- 
deems its  notes  unlimitedly,  in  New  York,  at  the  Mer- 
chants' Bank,  and  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  Philadelphia 
Bank ;  and  it  receives  on  deposite,  and  in  payment  of  all 
dues,  the  notes  of  all  good  banks  which  are  redeemed  in 
those  cities. 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Washington. — This  bank  re. 
deems  its  notes  unlimitedly,  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  Girard 
Bank,  and  in  New  York,  at  the  Bank  of  America,  Me- 
chanics* Bank,  and  the  Manhattan  Company.  It  receives 
on  deposite  the  notes  of  all  such  banks  as  are  at  par  in 
either  of  those  dtles. 

Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond. — This  bank  redeems  its 
notes  unitmiteSyt  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  Girard  Bank  and 
the  Farmen  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  and  in  New  York,  at 
the  Mechanics'  Bank  and  Manhattan  Company.  It  re- 
ceives the  notes  of  all  banks,  above  the  denomination  of 
ten  dollars,  which  redeem  their  notes  in  either  of  the  above 
cities. 

Bank  of  Augusta,  Augusta. — This  bank  redeems,  at 
the  Bank  of  America,  in  New  York,  such  of  its  notes  as 
may  be  received  by  the  receivers  of  proceeds  of  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands. 

Union  Bank  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans. — This  bank 
will  redeem,  at  the  Merchants'  Bank,  in  New  York,  all 
its  notes  which  may  be  received  by  the  deposite  banks,  in 
payments  on  account  of  the  Government.  It  will  receive 
on  deposite,  firom  the  receivers  of  public  lands,  the  notes  of 
all  such  deposite  banks  as  cause  them  to  be  redeemed  in 
New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

Commercial  Bank  of^  New  Orleans,  New  Orleans. — 
This  bank  will  redeem,  sit  the  Bank  of  America,  in  New 
York,  such  of  its  notes  as  may  be  received  by  deposite 
banks  for  all  payments  made  on  account  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  will  receive  on  deposite,  from  the  receivers  of 
public  lands,  the  notes  of  all  such  deposite  banks  as  re- 
deem the  same  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

Planters*  Bank,  Natchez. — This  bank  has,  in  no  in- 
stance since  it  became  a  selected  bank,  refused  to  receive 
from  a  public  receiver  a  note  of  any  one  of  the  deposite 
banks.  It  will  continue  to  receive  on  deposite,  from  the 
public  receivers,  the  notes  of  each  and  all  deposite  bank», 
without  fegard  to  their  location. 

Union  Bank,  Nashville. — This  bank  issues  but  few 
notes  which  are  not  made  payable,  upon  their  face,  either 
at  Philadelphia  or  New  Orleans.  It  will  receive,  in  pay- 
ment of  all  dues  to  the  Government,  the  notes  of  all  depos- 
ite and  other  banks,  which  redeem  the  same  either  in  New 
York  or  Philadelphia. 


Commercial  Bank,  Cincinnati. — ^This  bank  will  re- 
deem, at  the  Girard  Bank,  in  Philadelphia,  all  its  notes  of 
the  denomination  of  fifty  dollars  and  upwards,  which  may 
be  received  by  any  deposi'e  bank,  to  be  placed  to  the  credit 
of  the  United  States.  It  will  receive  on  deposite,  from 
public  receivers,  the  notes  of  all  such  deposite  and-olhei 
good  banks,  at  Cincinnati,  and  its  agency  at  8l  Louis,  as 
redeem  the  same  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

Clinton  Bank,  Columbus. — This  bank  will  redeem,  at 
the  Phoenix  Bank  in  New  York,  all  its  notes  of  the  de- 
nominations of  fifty  dollars  and  upwards,  as  may  be  re- 
ceived by  any  deposite  bank  from  the  public  receiven.  It 
will  receive  on  deposite,  from  the  public  receivers,  the 
notes  of  all  such  deposite  and  other  good  banks  as  redeem 
the  same  cither  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

State  Bank  of  Indiana,  Indianapoks. — ^This  bank  will 
redeem,  at  the  City  Bank  in  New  York,  any  of  its  notes 
of  the  denominations  of  fifty  dollars  and  upwards,  which 
may  be  received  by  any  deposite  bank,  from  the  public  re- 
ceivers. It  will  receive  on  deposite,  from  the  public  re- 
ceivers, the  notes  of  all  such  deposite  and  other  good  banks 
which  redeem  the  same  either  in  New  York  or  Philadel- 
phia. 

State  Bank  of  Indiana,  Richmond  Branch. — Thi^ 
bsnk  will  redeem,  at  the  Bank  of  North  America,  in  Phil- 
adelphia, and  the  MerchanU'  Bank,  in  New  York,  all  such 
notes,  of  the  denominations  of  fifty  dollars  and  upwards,  as 
may  be  received  by  any  deposite  bank  from  the  public  re- 
ceivers. It  will  receive  from  the  public  receivers  the  notes 
of  all  such  deposite  banks  as  redeem  the  same  either  in 
New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

Bank  of  Michigan,  Detroit. — This  bank  will  redeem, 
in  the  dty  of  New  York,  through  their  agents,  Messrs. 
John  Ward^dc  Company,  all  such  of  its  notes,  of  the  de- 
nominations of  fifty  dollars  and  upwards,  as  may  be  re- 
ceived by  any  deposite  bank  from  the  public  receivers.  It 
will  receive  fi'om  the  public  receivers  the  notes  of  all  such 
of  the  deposite  and  other  good  banks  as  redeem  the  same 
either  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

Farmers  and  Mechanics*  Bank,  Detroit. — ^This  bank 
will  redeem,  at  the  Bank  of  America,  in  New  York,  all 
such  of  Its  notes,  of  the  denomination  of  fifty  doUari  and 
upwards,  as  may  be  received  by  any  deposite  bank  from 
the  public  receivers.  It  will  receive  from  the  public  re- 
ceivers the  notes  of  a//  good  banks  north  of  the  Potomac 
and  Ohio  rivers,  and  of  such  Southern  banks  as  redeem 
the  same  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia,  of  the  denomina- 
tions of  twenty  dollars  and  upwards. 

Merchants  and  Manufacturer^^  Bank,  Pittsburg  — This 
bank  will  redeem,  unlimitedly,  such  of  its  notes  as  may 
be  received  by  any  deposite  bank,  from  the  pubUc  recci-'' 
vers,  at  the  Commercial  Bank  in  Philadelphia.  It  wUl 
receive  on  deposite,  on  public  account,  the  notes  of  all 
such  deposite  or  other  good  banks  as  redeem  the  same  in 
New  York  or  Philadelphia,  of  the  denominations  of 
twenty  dollars  and  upwaids. 

These  arrangements  have  been  entered  into  with  the 
understanding  and  full  reliance  that  each  bank  will  act  to- 
wards the  other  in  fairness,  and  with  the  most  sacred  fideli- 
ty ;  that  no  one  will  call  upon  any  other  to  redeem  their 
notes  which  have  not  been  received  from  the  public  re- 
ceivers, or  in  payment  of  public  dues,  in  cases  where  the 
banks  have  extended  the  limitation  that  far. 

I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  this  to  each  of  the  public  re- 
ceivers, and  I  have  no  doubt  but  they  will  act  with  such 
fairness  that  no  injustice  will  be  done  to  any  of  the  de- 
posite banks.  Should  it  ever  be  otherwise,  and  any  one 
of  the  banks  have  cause  to  feel  aggrieved,  I  am  authorized 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  say  that  he  will  take 
the  most  prompt  measures  to  remove  any  just  cause  of 
complaint. 
It  is  expected  by  all  the  Ininks  which  have  come  into 
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the  arrangement,  that  when  one  forwards  for  redemption, 
at  the  places  named,  the  notes  of  any  other  bank,  it  will, 
at  the  same  time,  inform  such  bank  the  amount  which  it 
has  thus  sent  forward. 

I  would  suggest  that,  in  case  any  one  of  the  deposite 
banks  which  have  not  entered  into  this  arrangement  shall 
hereafter  do  so,  they  communicate  the  terms,  &c.  to  me, 
that  the  same  may  be  communicated  to  the  others,  as  well 
as  to  the  public  receivers. 

As  it  will  greatly  increase  the  security  against  counter- 
feiu,  I  would  suggest  that  each  deposite  bank  which  has 
or  may  enter  into  this  arrangement  forward  to  each  of  the 
other  deposite  banks,  and  to  each  of  the  public  receivers, 
the  signatures  of  their  respective  presidents  and  cashiers. 
For  this  purpose,  I  forward  with  this  a  list  of  the  public 
receivers,  with  the  places  of  their  residence. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yon*  most  obedient  servant. 

[Here  follows  the  list  of  the  public  receivers  referred  to.] 


EXECUTIVE  ADMINISTRATION. 

Views  of  the  majority  of  tlie  Committee  on  the  Adminis- 
tration of  the  Exefiutive  Departments, 

House  or  Rbphessxtatiyks,  Mircr  3,  1837. 

Mr.  Wise,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the  17th  of 
January  last,  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  Execu- 
tive Departments,  dec,  made  the  following  report  : 
The  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  which,  on  the  1 7th  January,  was  referred  to  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  viz : 

**  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message 
as  relates  to  the  <  condition  of  the  various  executive  de- 
partments, the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  nave 
been  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of  the 
public  business  in  all  of  them,  and  the  causes  of  complaint, 
from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which  they  have  fulfil- 
led the  objects  of  their  creation,'  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  nine  members,  with  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  and  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the 
condition  of  the  various  executive  departments,  the  ability 
and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been  conducted,  into 
the  manner  in  which  thepabUc  business  has  been  discharg- 
ed in  all  of  them,  and  into  all  causes  of  complaint,  from 
^  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which  said  departments,  or 
'  their  bureaus  or  offices,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents,  of 
every  description  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  connected 
with  them  in  any  manner>  officially  or  unofficially,  in  du- 
ties pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled  or  failed  to 
accomplish  die  objects  of  their  creation,  or  have  violated 
their  duties,  or  have  injured  and  impaired  the  public  ser- 
vice and  interest ;  and  that  said  committee,  in  its  inquiries, 
may  refer  to  such  periods  of  time  as  to  them  may  seem  ex- 
pedient and  proper,*'  report: 

That  the  sessions  of  the  committee,  in  pursuance  of  this 
resolution,  commenced  on  the  2l8t  day  of  January,  and 
were  subsequently  continued,  with  leave  to  sit  during  the 
sessions  of  the  House,  until  the  close  of  the  examination 
of  witnesses,  on  the  25th  of  February,  there  having  been 
but  three  days,  i^iz  :  the  26th  of  January  and  8th  and  1 1th 
of  February,  on  which  the  committee  did  not  meet,  in  con- 
sequence of  imperative  business  recmiring  their  attendance 
in  the  House.  The  sittings  of  the  committee  commenced 
at  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  of  each  day,  and  were  generally  con- 
tinued until  four,  five,  and  six  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
Twenty-eight  witnesses  were  personally  examined. 

The  committee  state  these  facts  in  proof  of  the  assiduity 
with  which  they  have  devoted  themselves  to  the  duty  as- 
signed to  them  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  the  ex- 
clusion and  almost  entire  sacrifice  of  their  duties  in  the 
House ;  and,  also,  to  show  that,  from  the  time  occupied  in 


this  inquiry,  ample  opportunity  has  been  furnished  for  the 
full  development  of  decisive  and  unequivocal  acts  of  cor- 
ruption, abuse,  violation,  or  neglect  of  public  duty  in  the 
various  executive  departments,  if,  in  truth,  any  such  acts 
had  been  committed,  or  could  be  pointed  out,  through  any 
responsible  or  specific  source  of  "complaint,  from  any  quar- 
ter, at  the  manner  in  which  said  departments,  or  their  bu- 
reaus or  offices,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents,  of  every 
description  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  connected  with 
them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficially,  in  duties 
pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled  or  failed  to 
accomplish  the  objects  of  their  creation,  or  have  violated 
their  duties,  or  have  injured  and  impaired  the  public  ser- 
vice." 

The  committee,  in  the  outset,  confidently  submit  it  to 
the  judgment  of  the  House  and  the  country,  that  if,  in  the 
details  of  a  laborious  investigation  of  thirty  days,  given 
minutely  in  the  journal  of  their  proceedings,  with  no  re- 
striction whatever  to  any  inquiry  proposed,  by  any  member 
of  the  committee,  into  any  specific  act  of  abuse,  corrui^ion, 
violation,  or  evasion  of  law,  or  neglect  of  duty,  no  such 
act  is  proved,  implicating  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments, the  only  possible  inference  can  be,  that  it  is  not 
proved,  solely  because  it  does  not  exist. 

To  assume  as  the  basis  of  grave  charges,  which,  if  true, 
ought  to  lead  to  the  impeachment  of  the  President  and  the 
heads  of  the  executive  departments,  that  acts  of  corrup- 
tion, abuse,  and  violation  of  law  exist,  but  cannot  be /wov- 
ed,  and  thence  to  argue  that  the  administration  of  the  Gov- 
ernment must  be  corrupt,  from  the  very  fBiilure  to  prove 
vaguely  alleged  abuses,  by  any  species  of  evidence  known 
to  the  laws,  is  so  utterly  at  war  with  the  rights  of  the  citi--^ 
zeu,  the  genius  of  our  institutions,  and  the  safeguards  of 
the  constitution,  that  it  would  seem  to  the  committee  that 
no  justly  balanced  mind  can  for  a  moment  draw  such  an 
inference  firom  the  results  of  this  investigation.  The  rep- 
resentations made  in  the  House,  when  tliis  investigation 
was  called  for,  at  so  much  cost  of  time,  labor  and  expendi- 
ture, diverted  from  the  public  business,  and  the  allegations 
of  corrupt  violations  of  official  duty,  before  the  committee, 
must  be  regarded  in  the  nature  of  an  impeachment  of  the 
President  and  the  heads  of  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments. 

The  committee  can  view  this  form  of  inquiry,  instituted 
by  the  resolution  referred  to  them,  in  no  other  light  than  a 
preliminary  measure  to  ascertain  whether  there  were  s\iffi- 
cient  sounds  to  justify  a  process  of  impeachment. 

The  power  of  the  House  to  institute  an  inquiry  of  this 
kind  into  the  conduct  of  the  Executive,  directly  personal 
in  its  application,  can  nowhere  exist,  unless  it  be  an  inci- 
dent of  **the  sole  power  of  impeachment,"  which  is  given 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  by  the  constitution.  This 
power  extends  to  the  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the 
United  States,  on  charges  of  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors.  Such,  in  effect,  were  the  rep- 
resentations upon  which  the  resolution  creating  this  com- 
mittee was  founded,  and  the  necessity  of  its  adoption  urged 
before  the  House.  Such  is  the  nature  of  the  allegations 
formally  put  upon  the  journal  of  the  committee  by  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  in  the  House,  the  chairman,  viz  : 
<*  charges  of  violation  of  duty ;  of  corrupt  violation  of  duty ; 
in  abusing  legal  authority ;  in  corrupting  and  subsidizing 
the  public  press ;  in  retaining  corrupt  and  firaudulent  offi- 
cers in  place,  knowing  of  their  malfeasance  and  malversa- 
tion in  office ;  in  appointing  and  paying  agents  of  various 
descriptions ;  in  maldng  unjust  and  exorbitant  allowance 
for  services  to  political  favorites;  in  paying  a  Treasury 
warrant  which  was  gambled  away  by  a  disbursing  officer ; 
in  allowing  an  account  which  had  virtually  been  disallow- 
ed, and  then  paying  it  after  its  allowance  had  been  forged, 
without  causing  the  offender  to  be  prosecuted ;  in  specula- 
tions on  the  offices  of  the  Qovemment,  and  on  the  public 
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property  ;  in  interfering  witli  the  proceedings  of  CongreBs 
in  an  improper  mannen;  turning  a  deaf  ear  to  complaints 
against  dishonest  and  corrupt  subordinates,  and  permitting 
inferior  oiTicers  to  hold  their  offices  under  the  President, 
after  they  had  been  proved  to  be  guilty  of  dishonest  and 
conupt  practices." — (See  pages  14,  15,  and  42,  of  the 
journal  of  the  committee. ) 

These  are  the  general  allegations,  constituting,  if  prov- 
ed, matter  of  impeachment  for  **high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors ;"  and  that  the  committee  do  not  misapprehend 
the  import  of  these  allegations,  is  inferred  from  the  state- 
ment of  the  chairman,  when  under  oath  as  a  witness  be- 
fore the  committee,  (page  15  of  journal,)  viz:  <<  T  have 
been  informed  of,  and  believe,  much  more  matter  of  accu- 
sation and  complaint  against  most  af  the  heads  of  the  ex- 
ecutive departments ;  but  they  have  never  confided  to  jm 
any  of  their  secrets,  and,  therefore,  the  most  I  know  is  not 
of  my  own  knowledge.  If  half  of  what  I  have  been  in- 
formed was  or  had  been  knoum  to  mt  personally y  some  of 
the  heads  of  departments  would  have  been  impkacheu  be- 
fore this  moment.  If  I  did  not  apprehend  the  strength  of 
the  executive  departments  to  be  too  overpowering  for  in- 
quiry itself,  much  more  for  trial,  they  would  be  impeached 
at  all  events,**  This  appears  to  the  committee  to  be  a  di- 
rect affirmation  that  the  object  of  the  ** inquiry**  contem- 
plated in  the  resolution  moved  by  the  author  of  that  affirm- 
ation, and  referred  to  this  committee,  was  to  investigate 
matters  of  impeachment. 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  only  constitutional  power 
under  which  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  a  co-ordinate 
branch  of  the  Government^  could  constitute  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  alleged  "corruptviolationsof  duty"  by  another 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Government,  (the  Executive,)  is 
the  power  of  impeachment. 

By  the  terms  of  the  resolution  referred  to  the  committee, 
and  by  the  express  declaration  of  the  mover  of  that  resolu- 
tion, as  well  as  by  the  legal  construction  of  the  constitu- 
tional powers  of  the  House,  this  inquiry  cannot  be  brought 
within  the  only  other  clause  of  the  constitution  which,  by 
any  possible  implication,  can  be  made  appUcable  to  it,  viz : 
that  *<the  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  all  laws 
which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  exe- 
cutJon  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested 
by  this  constitution  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof." 

The  .allegation  is  nowhere  made  that  the  laws  are  defec- 
tive in  relation  to  the  "powers  vested  in  any  department 
or  officer"  of  the  Government,  and  that  this  inquiry  is  made 
to  enable  Congress  to  <<roake  laws;"  but  the  charges  are 
against  the  individual  officers  for  << corrupt  violation"  of 
existing  laws ;  and  the  ground  is  expressly  taken  by  the 
chairman,  in  his  declaration,  under  oath,  (page  15  of  jour- 
nal,) **  that  the  whole  Government  needs  reform,  and  more 
patriotic  and  honest  men  to  administer  it,** 

The  committee,  therefore,  conceive  that  they  were  fully 
warranted  and  imperatively  required  to  regard  this  investi- 
gation in  the  light  of  a  preliminary  inquiry  into  facts  and 
evidence,  to  show  whether  a  process  of  impeachment  ought 
not  to  be  instituted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  against 
the  Executive  and  the  heads  of  departments. 

Any  other  construction  of  the  resolution,  it  seems  to  the 
committee,  would  be  unjust  to  themselves  and  derogatory 
to  the  dignity  of  the  House,  as  a  legisUtive  body,  by  as- 
suming that  they  had  required  nine  of  its  members,  acting 
on  this  committee,  to  detach  themselves  from  the  proper 
business  of  legislation,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  at  great  inconvenience  to  citizens  summoned  before 
them,  and  at  a  great  waste  of  the  public  time  and  money, 
with  no  legal  object  whatever  in  view  within  the  constitu- 
tional powers  of  the  House. 

This  view  of  the  duties  of  the  committee,  and  the  nature 
of  the  inquiry  instituted  through  them,  will  explain  the 


grounds  of  their  general  course,  as  detailed  in  their  jour- 
nal, in  relation  to  the  class  of  questions  to  witnesses,  and 
the  calls  upon  public  officers,  which  they  felt  bound  to  ad- 
mit or  reject  in  the  progress  of  the  investigation. 

If,  then,  the  committee  are  well  founded  in  their  view  of 
the  constitutional  power  of  the  House  to  create  a  commit- 
tee in  matters  not  appertaining  to  the  law-making  power 
of  Congress,  to  inquire  into  alleged  corrupt  violations  of 
duty  by  a  co-ordinate  and  independent  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, it  follows  that  they  were  bound  to  give  a  strict 
construction  to  the  resolution  empowering  them  to  act,  and 
to  regard  it  not  as  a  piece  of  party  machinery  to  run  down 
this  administration  or  embarrass  and  discredit  the  next, 
but  as  a  direct  instruction  to  inquire  whether  proofs  of  cor- 
rupt violations  of  duty,  amounting  to  matter  of  impeach- 
ment, could  hb  produced  against  the  heads  of  the  execu- 
tive departments. 

The  bearing  of  the  resoTution,  from  its  reference  to  a 
particular  passage  in  the  annual  message  of  the  President, 
might  seem  to  have  been  to  get  up  an  issue  of  fact  between 
the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Executive,  as  to  the 
truth  of  a  paragraph  in  that  message.  Such  an  inquiry 
might,  with  propriety,  within  the  meaning  and  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  be  had,  in  relation  to  such  portions  of  a  mes- 
sage from  the  President  as  recommended  or  contemplated 
the  legislative  action  of  Congress  thereon.  But  can  it  be 
entertained  as  a  position  consistent  with  the  respect  and  de- 
corum due  from  one  branch  of  the  Government  to  another, 
that  in  matters  of  alleged  fact  in  a  message  of  the  Execu- 
tive, having  no  reference  to  any  act  of  legislation,  or  in 
the  mere  expression  of  an  intention  or  belief  a  formal  in- 
vestigation, through  the  intervention  of  sworn  witnesses, 
with  full  powers  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  may  be 
instituted  by  one  branch  of  the  Government,  to  test  the  ve- 
racity or  sincerity  of  another  branch  of  the  Government  ? 

Such  would  be  the  exti-aordinary  character  of  this  inves- 
tigation, if  the  question  of  veracity  and  sincerity  were  to 
be  put  at  issue  between  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
the  President,  upon  a  passage  in  the  annual  message — a 
passage  merely  complimentary,  on  the  retirement  of  the 
President  from  office,  to  the  heads  of  the  departments ; 
and  declaratory  of  the  intention  of  the  President,  during 
his  administration,  to  have  the  departments  conducted 
with  ability  and  integrity,  and  of  his  belief  that  they  have 
been  so  conducted.  Here,  then,  are  a  compliment,  an  in- 
tention, and  belief,  having  no  reference  whatever  to  the 
legislation  of  Congress,  which  (under  any  other  construe* 
tion  than  that  which  the  committee  have  given  to  the  reso- 
lution) would  have  been  made  the  subject  of  grave  inves- 
tigation by  witnesses  under  oath,  and  by  calls  upon  the 
executive  departments,  in  order  to  decide  and  report  to 
the  House  whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the 
President  had  improperly  flattered  his  cabinet  officers,  or 
had  insincerely  and  falsely  stated  his  own  intention  and 
belief  in  regard  to  them  ! 

The  committee  do  believe  that,  to  have  gone  into  such 
an  investigation  upon  such  a  construction  of  the  resolution 
referred  to  them,  and  of  the  constitutional  powers  of  the 
House,  would  have  been  to  trifle  with  the  House,  with  a 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Government,  and  with  the  coun- 
try. 

That  there  may  be  no  doubt  that  the  passage  in  the 
President's  message,  which  is  recited  as  the  basis  of  the 
resolution  proposing  investigation,  will  bear  no  other  con- 
struction than  the  one  here  put  upon  it,  as  a  mere  expres- 
sion of  belief  and  intention,  and  not  a  recommendation  of 
a  public  measure  to  Congress,  let  that  passage  be  examin- 
ed in  this  connexion,  viz : 

"Before  concluding  this  paper,  I  think  it  due  to  the 
various  executive  departments  to  bear  testimony  to  their 
prosperous  condition,  and  to  the  ability  and  integrity  with 
which  they  have  been  conducted.     It  has  been  my  aim  to 
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enforce,  in  all  of  them,  a  vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of 
the  public  business ;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  believe 
that  there  is  no  just  cause  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter, 
at  the  manner  in  which  they  have  falBlled  the  objects  of 
their  creation." 

This  investigation,  as  the  committee  think  they  have 
clearly  shown,  could  be  instituted  only  for  one  of  two  pu  r- 
poses — impeachment  or  legislation ;  they  have  shown  it 
was  not  for  legislation,  because  no  defect  in  the  laws  has 
been  any  where  alleged,  only  in  their  execution.  The 
very  charge,  **  corrupt  violation  of  duty,"  implies  that  the 
laws  are  well  enough,  but  are  corruptly  administered.  It 
was  not  the  laws,  therefore,  that  the  resolution  proposed 
to  reform,  but  the  administration  of  those  laws;  conse- 
quently, so  long  as  neither-  **  treason,  bribery,  or  other 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,"  were  proved,  or  even  in- 
dicated in  any  alleged  act  of  ^'corrapt  violation  of  duty," 
notwithstanding  the  earnest  call  of  the  President  and  heads 
of  departments  upon  the  committee  <*  to  point  to  any  case 
where  there  is  the  slightest  reason  to  suspect  corruption  or 
abuse  of  trust ;"  by  what  authority,  or  for  what  purpose, 
within  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  House,  could  this 
committee  go  into  an  inquiry  in  the  nature  of  an  impeach- 
ment, upon  any  other  than  specific  allegations,  to  be  proved 
by  extraneous  evidence,  and  not  by  calling  for  confessions 
from  the  parties  accused  ;  and  which  allegations,  if  proved, 
would  amount  to  matter  of  impeachment  1 

Is  it  not  apparent,  therefore,  that  the  only  constitutional 
and  legal  object  of  instituting  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  the  heads  of  the  executive  departments,  and  the  com- 
plaints of  neglect  or  violation  of  their  <<  duties  pertaining 
to  the  public  interest,"  must  be  to  ascertain  whether,  in- 
stead of  deserving  the  compliment  in  the  Presidents  mes- 
sage, they  have  not  violated  the  laws  so  as  to  deserve  im- 
peachment ? 

What,  then,  was  the  duty  of  the  committee  under  the 
resolution  1  Surely  not  to  make  an  issue  with  the  Presi- 
dent on  a  matter  of  compliment,  intention,  and  belief^ 
surely  not  to  imbody,  in  the  form  of  evidence,  the  asser- 
tions of  every  vindictive,  disaffected,  or  disappointed- man, 
who  should  hint  suspicion,  with  or  without  the  conceal- 
ment of  his  name,  or  with  a  pledge  of  secrecy  from  those 
of  the  committee  to  whom  he  might  communicate  his  vague 
aspersions;  surely  not  to.  give  the  impress  of  solemn  in- 
quiry, under  oath,  to  the  anonymous  rancor  and  malevo- 
lence of  the  party  press  in  its  assaults  upon  the  characters 
of  men  in  or  out  of  office  ;  but,  in  the  language  of  their 
instructions,  '*  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  various 
executive  departments,"  and  « into  the  manner  in  which 
the  public  business  has  been  dischaiged  in  all  of  them  ;" 
a  <<  condition"  and  <<  manner"  solely  relating  to  this  dis- 
charge of  *< duties  pertaining  to  the  public  interest,"  and 
growing  out  of  the  direct  personal  acts  of  the  heads  of  the 
departments  and  their  agents  :  not  in  their  private  relations; 
not  in  their  individual  transactions ;  not  in  any  matter 
whatever  that  does  not  appertain,  by  law,  to  the  discharge 
of  their  public  duties ;  but  such  a  "condition"  of  the  de- 
partments, and  such  a  <*  manner  of  discharging  the  public 
business  in  them,"  as,  if  proved,  would  amount  to  **  cor- 
rupt viols^tion  of  duty^"  and  justify  a  process  of  impeach- 
ment against  the  authors  of,  and  the  connivcrs  at,  such 
corruption. 

And,  further,  by  the  instructions  to  the  committee,  this 
•*  corrupt  violation  of  duty,"  this  "condition"  of  the  de- 
partments, and  the  "  manner"  of  conducting  the  public 
business  in  them,  are  to  be  proved  by  an  examination  "in- 
to all  causes  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter."  Complaint 
of  what  1  Of  private  acts  of  officers  or  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, not  pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  and  not  de- 
clared unlawful  1  Surely  not ;  but,  in  the  language  of  the 
resolution,  complaint  at  the  manner  in  which  said  depart- 
ments, or  their  officers  or  agents,  <*  in  dviilea  pertaining  to 


the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled  ur  failed  to  accomplish  the 
objects  of  their  creation,  or  have  violated  their  duties,  or 
have  injured  and  impaired  the  public  service  and  intetest ;" 
clearly  meaning  such  corrupt  neglect  and  violation  of  duty 
as  would  come  within  the  "  misdemeanors"  for  which  the 
constitution  provides  the  process  of  impeachment. 

One  of  the  powers  conferred  on  the  committee  by  the 
resolution  of  the  House  was,  the  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers ;  anothet  proof  that  the  investigation  was 
to  be  regarded  in  the  nature  of  an  inquiry  preliminary  to 
impeachment.  At  best,  this  is  a  vague  and  not  well-de- 
fined power ;  incidental,  and  not  derived  from  any  express 
provision  in  the  constitution.  In  its  exercise,  therefore, 
there  should  be  some  limitation ;  and  it  should  be  carefully 
used  ;  only  in  cases  where  the  direct  legislation  of  Con- 
gress, the  protection  and  enforcement  of  the  privileges  and 
rules  of  either  House,  or  manifest  public  interest,  impera- 
tively demand  it.  It  is  a  judicial  power,  which  Congress 
can  exercise  merely  as  a  power  incidental  to  the  power  "  to 
make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper." 

To  construe  it  into  an  unlimited  power  for  a  committee 
of  this  House  to  bring  before  them  the  persons  of  citizens 
from  any  part  of  the  Union,  at  their  own  arbitrary  will," 
without  just,  cause,  or  to  compel  the  surrender  of  all  papers 
which  a  committee  might  see  fit  to  send  for,  would  be  to 
set  up  an  incidental  power  of  the  House,  nowhere  express- 
ly recognised  in  the  constitution,  which  would  totally  an- 
nul one  of  the  express  provisions  of  the  constitution,  to 
secure  the  citizen  against  these  very  outrages,  viz  : 

"  The  right  of  the  p6ople  to  be  secure  in  their  person?, 
houses,  papers,  and  effects,  against  unreasonable  searches 
and  seizures." 

In  applying  this  principle  to  the  calls  whifch  were  pro- 
posed, in  this  investigation,  upon  the  President  and  heads 
of  departments,  for  statements  and  papers,  the  committee 
have  considered  that  a  public  officer  is  not  put  without  the 
pale  of  the  protection  afforded  to  other  citizens,  against 
being  required  to  furnish  statements  or  evidence  to  accuse 
himself;  and  against  unreasonable  demands  for  papers  not 
constituting  a  part  of  the  public  documents ;  and,  in  their 
opinion,  the  call  for  papers  ought  to  be  limited  to  such  as 
are  already  made  and  on  file  in  the  departments. 

To  every  call  for  statements  going  to  show  any  act  of  a 
public  officer  without  authority  of  law,  and  for  papers  com- 
ing within  the  above  description,  the  committee  have  uni- 
formly responded  in  the  affirmative;  while,  as  a  general  rule, 
they  have  felt  bound  t9  reject  all  calls  for  statements  touch- 
ing motives  and  acts  not  shown  to  be  unlawful,  if  proved ; 
and  for  all  real  or  supposed  papers,  private  in  their  charac- 
ter, and  not  coming  within  the  denomination  of  public  pa- 
pers on  file. 

If  it  be  contended  that  this  distinction  enables  a  public 
officer  to  exclude  from  the  files  of  his  department  whate<rcr 
he  chooses  to  consider  private,  and  which  ought  to  be 
placed  there,  the  answer  is,  that  this  cannot  alter  the  pow- 
ers of  a  committee  of  the  House  to  send  for  papers,  nor 
change  the  nature  of  the  call ;  and  if  any  paper,  shown  to 
be  of  a  public  character,  and  such  as  ought  to  be  placed 
on  file  or  record,  is  (Excluded,  there  is  just  ground  for  ac- 
cusation against  the  officer  for  violation  of  duty.  But  the 
bare  suspicion  that  papers  which  ought  to  be  on  file  arc  not 
there  cannot  warrant  a  call  for  alt  the  personal  and  private 
papers  of  such  officer,  in  order  that  the  committee  may  de- 
cide, by  inspection,  whether  there  are  any  which  ought  to 
go  into  the  public  files. 

Besides,  in  calls  made  by  Congress  upon  the  President 
or  heads  of  departments,  the  reservation  is  impliedly  esj- 
tablished,  by  usage,  of  such  papers  as,  in  their  opinion, 
cannot  be  communicated  without  injury  to  the  public  ser- 
vice. Consequently,  all  calls  for  papers  must  be  subject 
to  this  discretion  of  the  public  officer  of  whom  they  are  re- 
quired ;  and  if  he  abuses  that  discretion  he  must  be  held  re- 
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sponsible  for  it  in  some  other  form  of  investigation  into  his 
o/Hcial  conduct. 

The  committee  can  find  no  power  in  their  instructions 
to  inquire  into  motives  .*  illegal  acts,  or  omission  of  legal 
acts,  are  the  subjects  of  their  investigation.  With  this 
view,  too  plain  to  require  illustration,  the  committee  refu- 
sed to  go  into  any  investigation  touching  the  motives  with 
which  the  President  and  the  heada  of  departments,  or  other 
officers  under  them,  had  exercised  the  appointing  and  re- 
moving power,  or  their  lawful  official  patronage  ;  and  in 
this  course  they  are  sustained  by  the  uniform  refusal  of 
Congress  to  inquire  into  such  motives. 

Whenever  there  was  pointed  out  *'  any  case  where  there 
was  the  slightest  reason  to  suspect"  that  the  appointing  or 
removing  power,  or  the  employment  of  any  individual,  had 
been  exercised  *♦  without  authority  of  law,**  or  where, 
witbin  legal  authority,  a  fraudulent  officer  had  been  retain- 
ed in  office,  and  his  malversations  connived  at,  in  all  such 
matters  of  allegation  or  suspicion  the  committee  have  given 
the  broadest  latitude  to  inquiry. 

But  in  cases  where  an  act  had  been  done  by  due  author- 
ity of  law,  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  nomination  con- 
ferred on  the  President  by  the  constitution,  or  of  the  pow- 
er of  appointment  of  inferior  officers  vested  by  law,  under 
the  constitution,  <*  in  the  President  alone,  in  the  courts  of 
hw,  in  the  heads  of  departments,"  or  in  other  officers, 
the  committee  considered  that  they  had  no  authority  to  in- 
quire into  mere  motives,  or  matters  of  opinion,  touching 
either  the  power  appointing  or  the  persons  appointed ;  the 
act  itself  being  a  lawful  exercise  of  discretionary  power. 

Whatever  might  be  tlie,  result  of  such  an  inquiry  into 
motives,  had  it  been  gone  into,  it  would  not  have  been 
within  the  province  of  the  conunittee  to  recommend,  nor 
of  the  legislation  of  Congress  to  enact  a  law,  requiring  that 
the  President  and  other  officers  having  the  power  of  nomi- 


the  calls  on  the  executive  departments,  and  the  testimony 
offered  and  given  in  this  investigation,  applying  to  both 
the  analysis  they  have  endeavored  to  present  of  the  grounds 
of  their  proceedings. 

The  committee,  in  commencing  their  labors,  had  no  ac- 
cusations to  make,  either  of  their  own  knowledge  or  de- 
rived from  any  private  disclosures  to  them,  of  corrupt  vio- 
lations of  law,  or  neglect  or  abuse  of  official  duty.  But 
they  were  instructed  to  **  inquire,"  and  they  were  ready 
to  receive  any  information,  authorize  any  call,  or  admit 
any  testimony  coming  within  the  construction  which  they 
put  upon  the  resolution  defining  their  duty  and  jurisdiction. 

They  inferred  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  who 
had  moved  the  resolution  that  induced  the  Houae^  almost 
unanimously,  to  institute  inquiry,  would  be  ready  to  for- 
mally present  and  distinctly  point  out  such  specifications  ' 
and  evidence  as  would  come  within  the  constitutional  and 
legal  rigbts  of  the  parties  implicated,  and  the  powers  of  the 
committee. 

The  form  chosen  by  him,  in  the  inquiry,  was  a  series  of 
resolutions,  offered  by  the  chairman,  (page  4  of  journal,) 
calling  upon  the  President  and  heads  of  departments  for 
certain  information.' 

7'he  first  resolution,  in  that  call,  required  of  all  the  de- 
partments a  minute  exhibit  of  every  item  in  the  accounts 
of  every  printer  or  editor  of  a  newspaper,  who  had  been 
paid  a  dollar  within  the  last  year;  with  the  residence, 
name,  service,  consideration,  &c. 

This  was  a  call  devolving  immense  and,  in  fact,  wholly 
impracticable  labor  upon  the  departments.  It  had  no  con- 
nexion with  the  *<  condition  of  the  various  executive  de- 
partments." It  had  nothing  to  do  with  complaints  at  the 
<*  manner*'  in  which  the  public  officers  had  fulfilled  or 
failed  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  the  creation  of  the  ex- 
ecutive departments;  nor  did  it  involve  any  violation  ot' 


nation  or  of  appointment  should  select  their  political  oppo-  ,  duty,  or  any  act  injuring  and  impairing  the  public  seivicf 
nents  and  neglect  their  friends,  or  prescribing  what  sort  of  j  and  interest,  ft  was  a  call  for  information  of  legal  acts; 
qualifications  and  what  sort  of  political  opinions  Uie  per-  |  the  mover  of  the  call  admitting  that  <*  the  illegal  patronage 


sons  they  appoint  to  office  should  possess.     As  well  might  | 
a  committee  of  the  House,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
''condition"  and  the  •♦manner"^of  conducting  the  business  i 
in  the  judiciary  department,  on 'accusations  in  the  nature  | 
of  an  impeachment  of  the  judges,   undertake  to  call  in 
question  the  motives  of  the  Supreme  or  any  other  inferior  I 
court  of  law,  in  appointing  its  officers  and  clerks.     As  well  I 
might  a  committee  of  one  House  inquire  into  the  motives  , 
of  the  other  House  in  selecting  its  presiding  and  other  of-  ! 
ficers,  as  for  this  committee  to  investigate  tho  motives  of 
the  President,  the  heads  of  departments,  or  inferior  officers,  ' 
in  the  lawful  exercise  of  the  appointing  and  removing  pow-  ! 
er.     The  people  must  judge  for  themselves  of  the  motives,  j 
intentions,  and  opinions,  of  their  public  fervants,  in  the  ex- 


of  the  Government  to  the  press  would  not  subsidize  a  two- 
penny country  newspaper." 

At  the  same  time  the  charge  made  was,  abuse  of  the 
patronage  of  the  departments  to  subsidize  the  public  press, 
and  a  <<  corrupt  violation  of  duty,  in  abusing  legal  author- 
ity, in  corrupting  and  subsidizing  the  public  press.** 

Mow,  if  the  law  required  the  heads  of  departments  to 
employ  newspapers  for  certain  specific  acts,  at  stipulated 
or  reasonable  prices,  (and  it  is  not  alleged  that  they  have 
employed  any  more  newspapers  or  paid  any  more  com- 
pensation than  the  law  allows,)  where  is  the  violation  of 
duty]  Where  is  the  subsidizing  and  corrupting  the  pub- 
lic press  ? 

If  the  officers  of  the  Government,  in  compliance  with 


crcise  of  their  official  functions  ;  and  with  the  people,  in  all  I  acts  of  Congress  enjoining  this  duty,  employ  an  editor  or 


cases  where  they  elect,  and  with  those  who  appoint  or  re- 
move, in  all  cases  of  subordinate  or  inferior  officers  not 
elected  by  the  people,  rests  the  right  of  condemning  or  ap- 
proving any  act  of  a  public  officer  in  the  exercise  of  his 
constitutional  and  lawful  powerof  appointment  and  removal. 
If  the  will  and  tho  wishes  of  the  people  are  to  be  regard- 
ed as  the  only  legitimate  censors  of  the  motives  and  opin- 
ions of  an  administration,  in  generally  preferring  compe- 
tent political  friends  to  political  foes  in  appointments  to  of- 
fice, it  is  obvious  that  the  course  of  the  administration  for 
the  last  eight  years,  in  this  respect,  as  far  as  it  has  gone, 
has  been  most  signally  and  triumphantly  sustained.  In 
fact,  is  not  the  assumption  set  up^by  the  opponents  of  tlie 
administration,  that  it  ought  to  place  the  official  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  opposers  of  the  principles  and  measures 
which  that  administration  was  chosen  by  the  people  to 
maintain  and  enforce,  nothing  less  than  the  declaration  that 
the  majority  ought  to  let  the  minority  govern  1 


4)rinter  of  a  newspaper  to  publish  an  advertisement,  and 
pay  him  a  fair  compensation,  as  others  do  in  like  cases,  in 
I  matters  of  private  business,  is  it  a  fair  or  just  imputation 
i  upon  the  whole  community  of  editors  and  printers  through- 
out the  United  States,  to  represent  them  as  being  a  class 
'  of  citizens  so  mercenary  and  unprincipled  as  to  be  suscep- 
tible of  being  subsidized  and  bought  up  to  sustain  men  and 
measures  they  in  reality  condemn — bought,  too,  not  by  any 
'  gratuity  or  bounty,  but  by  the  mere  payment  of  a  fair  price 
for  the  same  services  which  they  are  constantly  receiving 
I  pay  for  from  private  individuals^     Is  the  doctrine  to  be 
j  maintained,  that  tbe  people  of  this  country  are  so  degraded 
and  corrupt,  tliat  every  citizen  who  sells  an  article  in  his 
trade  or  business  to  tho  Government,  or  performs  a  serv  ice 
for  it,  and  is  paid,  becomes  thereby  sub&idized  and  profli- 
gate, and  sells  his  conscience  along  with  liis  commodities 
and  labor  ? 

Can  the  head  of  a  department,  by  a  Government  advcr- 


The  committee  will  now  proceed  to  an  examination  of  •  ti^ement,  corrupt  or  subsidize  the  press,  any  more  than  a 
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bank,  a  corporation,  or  a  merchant  could,  by  giving  their  [ 
adTertiaeraents  to  a  newspaper;  especially  where  the  em-  ! 
ployment  from  the  latter  soarces  is  so  much  more  pro6t-  I 
able,  so  much  larger  in  amount,  and  so  much  more  widely  , 
distiibuted,  and  generally  upon  grounds  of  strict  party  pref-  I 
erencel 

The  committee  do  not  believe  that  the  employment  of  a 
newspaper  to  publish  what  the  law  requires  to  be  published, 
for  a  fair  equivalent,  is  to  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  favor 
or  patronage,  any  more  than  the  employment  of  any  other 
mechanical  labor  by  the  Government  or  by  private  citizens. 

Besides,  would  it  not  be  well  for  those  who  make  this 
charge  of  mercenary  corruption  against  editors  and  printers 
of  newspapers,  to  reflect  that  it  is  their  own  party  press 
they  censure ;  for  the  plain  reason,  that  the  administration 
need  not  buy  up  the  newspapers  that  already  support  its  • 
measures ;  and  that,  if  there  is  any  buying  or  corrupting, 
the  traffic  must  be  carried  on  with  those  editors  and  print- 
ers who  oppose  the  administration  1 

If,  then,  the  allegation  is  merely  that^he  officers  of  the 
Government,  who  are  required  by  law  to  employ  news- 
papers, exercise  their  own  discretion,  strictly  within  the 
law,  in  employing  such  as  they  think  proper,  does  it  not 
resolve  the  whole  question  into  an  inquiry  into  motives, 
(not  an  inquiry  into  violation  of  law,)  an  inquiry  which 
l^e  commitree  have  shown  is  not  within  their  jurisdiction 
under  the  resolution  referred  to  them  1 

And  if  this  call  upon  the  departments  had  lieen  adopt- 
ed, and  could  have  been  carried  into  effect,  of  what  avail 
would  have  been  a  detail  of  all  the  Items  of  newspaper  ad- 
vertising, embracing  every  letter  remaining  in  post  offices, 
every  proposal  for  mail  contracts,  for  work,  for  supplies, 
and  the  like,  within  the  provisions  of  law,  to  detect  abuser, 
or  to  discover  whether  the  press  of  the  country  was  <*  sub- 
sidized" and  <<  corrupted"  by  being  paid  for  its  mechanical 
labor  1  Had  such  returns  been  made  in  an  answer  to  the 
proposed  call,  this  committee,  instead  of  inquiring  into  the 
condition  of  ihe  executive  departments,  must  have  resolved 
itself  into  mere  auditors  of  newspaper  accounts. 

Again :  If  the  administration,  in  the  use  of  its  legal  em- 
ployment of  the  newspaper  press,  corrupts  and  subsidizes 
that  press,  and  if  the  press  of  the  country  is  susceptible  of 
such  corruption,  how  happens  it  that  the  opponents  of  tho 
administration,  though  in  a  minority,  sustain  so  many  more 
newspapers  than  are  sustained  by  the  party  in  power  1  Of 
the  daily  press,  for  instance,  in  the  city  of  New  York^ 
there  are  nine  opposition  to  tioo  administration  papers ;  in 
Philadelphia,  six  to  two  ;  in  Baltimore,  /or<r  to  (me  /  in 
Boston,  seven  to  two  /  in  New  Orleans,  six  to  two ;  in 
Albany,  two  to  one  ;  and  even  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
tv}0  to  one — ^making,  in  seven  of  the  principal  cities,  thir- 
ty-six  opposition  to  eleven  daily  administration  papers.  A 
Uke  comparison  extended  throughout  the  Union  would 
show  nearly  the  same  result. 

The  committee  have  dwelt  longer  on  this  topic  than  its 
real  importance  might  seem  to  demand.  They  have  done 
so,  because  it  appeared  to  be  one  of  the  most  vehemently 
urged  grounds  of  accusation  against  the  executive  officers, 
and  was  brought  before  the  committee  for  a  decision  seven 
distinct  times  by  the  mover  of  the  call,  in  the  form  of  re- 
solves, amendments,  and  questions  to  witnesses,  and  was 
each  time  rejected  by  the  committee,  for  the  reasons  here 
stated. 

Their  object  was  to  get  at  practical  results,  and  not,  by 
a  mass  of  papers,  encumber  aU  inquiry  or  examination  into 
the  condition  of  the  executive  departments,  and  the  dis- 
charge of  the  pu^/ec  duties  by  their  officers  and  agents. 
In  thb,  as  in  all  other  cases,  the  rule  the  committee  uni- 
formly adhered  io  was,  that  they  were  ready  to  inquire  into 
any  act  of  abuse  or  violation  of  law,  or  neglect  of  duty, 
complained  of  from  any  quarter,  and  presented  in  any 
specific  form  of  allegation  susceptible  of  investigation  by 
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any  known  principles  of  evidence.  They  believed  it  to 
be  neither  practicable,  nor  within  their  poweis,  to  call  up- 
on the  executive  departments  for  a  history  of  every  act  of 
those  departments  during  the  last  eight  years,  and  then  go 
into  an  examination  of  this  history,  to  detect  if  possible, 
some  act  that  might  be  construed  into  a  violation  of  law. 
As  well  might  a  citizen  be  arraigned  by  a  public  prosecu- 
tor, and  called  upon  to  relate  every  transaction  of  his  life, 
in  order  to  discover  whether  there  was  not  some  act  for 
which  an  indictment  would  lie  against  him. 

On  the  grounds  heretofore  explained,  the  committee  re- 
jected questions  to  witnesses  as  to  any  supposed  possible  con- 
nexion of  officers  of  the  Government  with  the  new8piq>er 
press,  except  in  cases  where  it  Speared  that  such  connex* 
ion,  if  proved,  was  a  violation  of  law,  or  of  some  rule  or 
requisition  of  the  department  with  which  such  officers  were 
connected. 

A  question  proposed  to  the  Postmaster  General,  (page 
121  of  journal,)  as  to  political  combinations  of  officers  of 
the  executive  departments  Ho  influence  the  public  press, 
was  permitted  to  be  put,  on  the  ground  that  the  combi' 
nation  charged  might  be  in  Ihe  nature  of  a  conspiracy,  and, 
therefore,  a  violation  of  law.  The  answer  of  Mr.  Kendall 
entirely  negatived  the  existence  of  any  such  combination 
within  his  knowledge.  Another  question  to  the  same  wit- 
ness, as  to  the  supposed  existence  of  a  club  or  association, 
and  whether  its  members  were  officers  and  agents  of  the 
executive  departments,  and  what  its  designs  and  means 
were,  and  a  similar  question  to  Mr.  Secretary  Woodbury, 
(page  81  of  journal,)  were  rejected,  because  the  questions 
involved  no  violation  of  law,  and  had  no  relation  to  the 
manner  of  discharging  the  public  duties  in  those  Depart- 
ments. The  committee  could  not  prescribe  what  political 
or  literary  or  social  associations  the  public  officers  should 
or  should  not  belong  to,  any  more  than  they  could  the  re- 
ligious denomination  to  which  they  should  or  should  not 
be  attached.  A  question,  also,  put  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  (page  80  of  journal,  question  13,)  was  rejected, 
because  it  went  into  the  motives  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments in  employing  editors  and  printers,  in  the  exercise  of 
a  discretion  authorized  by  law. 

This  review  embraces  all  the  material  matters  in  the 
course  of  the  investigation,  relating  to  the  newspaper 
press ;  and  the  committee,  in  disposing  of  this  branch  of  the 
grounds  of  complaint  against  the  executive  departments, 
feel  bound  to  say  that  no  evidence  whatever  was  produced, 
or  offered  to  be  produced,  by  any  specific  allegation,  of  the 
acts  of  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  various  executive  depart' 
ments,  which  goes,  in  the  least  degree,  to  sustain  the 
grave  charge  of  a  violation  of  public  duty  in  subsidizing 
and  corrupting  the  public  press. 

The  second  resolution  offered  by  the  chairman  (page  4 
of  the  journal)  proposed  a  call  on  the  President  and  heads 
of  departments  for  a  list  of  all  officers,  &c*  appointed  and 
paid  without  having  been  nominated  to  or  confirmed  by 
the  Senate. 

If  this  meant  inferior  officers,  the  appointment  of  whom 
is  vested  in  the  President  and  heads  of  departments  by 
Congress,  it  was  a  useless  call,  and  implied  no  vplation  of 
duty. 

If  it  meant  the  appointment,  and  not  merely  the  nomi- 
nation, of  officers  required  by  law  to  be  confirmed  by  the 
Senate,  it  could  only  apply  to  the  President ;  and  no  such 
8upp\>sed  caso  was  suggested  as  the  ground  of  the  call. 

l^e  third  resolution  proposed  calling  for  the  amounts  of 
moneys  paid  for  contingencies  by  the  departments,  (page 
5  of  the  journal,)  for  changes  in  specific  appropriations, 
and  for  irregular  expenditures. 

The  fourth  resolution  called  for  a  list  of  officers  and 
agents  who  had  received  salaries  or  pay  without  rendering . 
service  or  being  in  office,  whoee  commissions  had  been  an- 
[  tedated,  and  who  were  engaged  in  other  employment  or 
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held  other  offices,  whilst  receiving  pay  and  rendering  no 
flervioe. 

The  inqntry  proposed  by  the  third  and  fourth  resolutions 
above  described,  in  fact,  comes  within  the  provisions  of 
the  77th  and  78th  rules  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  which  the  President,  in  his  reply  to  the  call  on  him, 
vety  properly  referred  the  committee,  and  the  extent  of 
which  did  not  occur  to  them  when  the  resolutions  were  un- 
der consideration.  Those  rules  establish  a  standing  com- 
mittee foi  each  of  the  departments,  whose  duty  it  is  '*  to 
examine  the  state  of  accounts  and  expenditures,'*  and 
to  inquire  and  report  particularly  whether  the  expenditures 
of  the  respective  departments  are  justified  by  law  ;  wheth- 
er the  clairas  discharged  are  supported  by  sufficient  Touch- 
ers, establishing  their  justness  as  to  their  character  and 
amount,  and  have  bees  discharged  out  of  funds  appropri- 
ated therefor ;  whether  all  moneys  have  been  disbursed  in 
conformity  with  appropriation  laws ;  whether  any  retrench- 
ment can  be  made  in  the  expenditures  of  the  several  depart- 
ments ;  and  to  report  such  provisions  as  may  be  necessary 
to  add  to  the  economy  of  the  several  departments,  and  the 
accountability  of  their  officers. 

These  powem  and  duties  embrace  every  matter  of  inquiry 
propoaed  in  the  call  upon  the  heads  of  the  executive  de- 
partments, by  the  third  and  fourUi  resolutions.  It  there- 
fore was  not  the  province  of  a  select  committee  to  interfere 
with  the  preeeribed  duties  of  a  standing  committee. 

The  committee  were  satisfied  of  the  impropriety  and  in- 
oonsistency  of  all  the  calls  upon  the  President  and  heads 
of  departments  embraced  in  the  resolutions  offered  by  the 
chaimsan  ;  but  to  reject  them  entirely  in  the  beginning,  al- 
though, in  f^eetf  they  called  upon  the  accused  to  furnish 
evidence  against  themselves,  might  have  subjected  the  com- 
mittee to  the  charge  of  suppressing  inquiry,  from  apprehen- 
sion of  disclosures  injurious  to  the  departments.  They 
preferred,  therefore,  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  giving 
too  great  latitude  to  inquiry,  rather  than  to  seem  to  check 
it  in  the  beginning ;  but  they  were  bound  by  the  construe- 
tion  of  their  powers  to  limit  the  inquiry  to  violations  of  pub- 
lic duty.  With  this  view,  the  resolutions  w^re  amended, 
by  being  confined  to  acts  '<  without  authority  of  law  ;*' 
there  being,  otherwise,  no  definite  limits,  scope,  or  percep- 
tible object,  in  the  proposed  calls.  With  thb  limitation, 
they  permitted  the  calls  to  be  made ;  and  the  replies  to  them 
by  the  President  and  heads  of  departments  entirely  nega- 
tive any  presumption,  arising  from  this  source,  of  neglect 
or  violation  of  official  duty. 

The  committee,  therefore,  could  see  no  ground  for  adopt- 
ing the  resolution,  proposed  on  receipt  of  the  President's 
letter,  to  dissolve  Uie  committee,  on  the  ground  that  that 
letter  and  the  President's  instructions  to  the  heads  of  Uie 
departments  would  bar  all  inyestigation.  (See  page  19  of 
journal. )  Instead  of  barring,  the  letter  of  the  President 
invited  investigation. 

It  says :  **  If  you  are 'able  to  point  to  any  case,  where 
there  is  the  slightest  reason  to  suspect  corruption  or  abuse 
of  trust,  no  obstacle  which  I  can  remove  shall  be  interposed 
to  prevent  the  fullest  scrutiny  by  all  legal  means.  The  of- 
fices of  all  the  departments  will  be  open  to  you,  and  every 
proper  facility  furnished  for  this  purpose." 

The  replies  from  all  the  heads  of  departments  have  been 
to  the  same  effect,  pledging  the  whole  disposable  force  of 
their  offices  to  ferret  out  any  the  slightest  specified  act  of 
neglect  or  violation  of  public  duty  complained  of  from  any 
quarter ;  and  not  only  so,  but  affirming  that  they  knew  of 
no  employment  or  payment  of  printers,  officers,  or  agents, 
in  their  departments,  without  authority  of  law. 

Neither  did  the  committee  discover  in  the  letter  of  the 
President  any  attack  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
or  the  privileges  of  its  members;  for  the  plain  reason  that 
neither  the  House  nor  its  members  have  any  privilege  to 
call  upon  parties  accused  to  aininate  themselves.    Conse> 


quently,  they  could  not  sanction  the  resolurion  ofierad  by 
the  chairman,  (page  29  of  journal,)  to  censure  the  Presi- 
dent for  his  emphatic  repulsion  of  what  he  oonstmed  to 
mean  charges  of  personal  accusation,  and  calls  for  self-crim> 
ination ;  nor  could  they  consent,  to  put  a^top  to  the  public 
business  by  getting  up  a  debate  in  the  House  to  enforce 
any  pretendnl  <«  privilege"  of  the  House  or  its  comnuttees, 
to  compel  public  officere  to  furnish  evidence  against  them- 
selves. 

The  committee  would  suggest  one  other  reason  for  per- 
mitting these  calls  to  be  made  on  the  parties  implicated 
thereby,  for  acts  done  without  authority  of  law.  TLis 
might  be  construed  to  mean  palpable  violations  of  law,  or 
it  might  mean  a  mere  prescriptive  irregularity  in  the  biisi- 
ness  of  a  department,  not  provided  for  by  law,  but  suppo- 
sed to  be  incidental  to  some  general  provision,  or  sanction- 
ed by  long  usage. 

With  this  view,  the  committee  appended  to  the  calls  the 
5th  resolution,  requesting  explanations  as  to  any  inneva- 
tions  not  authorized  by  law,  if  such  existed ;  and  they  also 
considered  that  there  was  a  distinction,  aato  the  strict  rules 
of  evidence,  between  a  letter  of  inquiry  and  a  question  pot 
to  a  witness  under  oath.  In  cases  where  witneases  were 
called  before  them,  the  committee  felt  bound  to  adhere  to 
the  rule  by  which  self-accusing  questions  were  exdnded ; 
and  this  will  explain  the  reason  of  the  rejection  of  a  large 
class  of  the  Tery  numerous  questions  put  1^  the  chairman. 

That  too  much  latitude  has  sometimes  been  given  in  ad- 
mitting self-accusing  questions  to  be  put  to  witnesses,  is 
quite  probable.  The  committee  notice  one,  and  there  may 
be  otliers  in  the  journal,  viz:  the  question  pat  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Woodbury,  (page  80,^  as  to  his  being  engaged 
in  purchases  of  public  lands,  which,  in  his  case,  would  be 
a  violation  of  law.  The  witness,  however,  waived  his  ob- 
Tious  right  not  to  reply,  and  fully  answered  in  the  nega- 
tive. If  there  has  been  error  or  inconsistency,  thereiore , 
in  not  conducting  the  examination  of  witnesses  invariably 
on  the  known  rules  of  evidence,  it  has  beeen  on  the  side, 
not  of  exclusion,  but  of  admiasion  of  Questions.  It  has  also 
shown  that  the  several  members  of  the  committee  decided 
on  each  matter  as  it  came  up,  without  previous  concert— 
the  adoption  or  rejection  of  a  question  frequently  being  de- 
termined by  a  single  vote,  or  by  the  equal  division  of  the 
committee. 

During  the  thirty  days  of  the  actual  sittings  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  following-named  witnesses  vrere  examined,  viz: 

Hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  Hon.  Abijah  Mann,  jr.,  Hon. 
James  Parker,  Hon.  John  Bell,  Hon.  Hugh  L.  White, 
Hon.  Balie  Peyton,  Hon.  F.  W.  Pickena,  Hon.  I>atee  J. 
Pearce,  Hon.  A.  H.  Sevier,  and  Hon.  Ganret  D.  Wall,  aH 
memben  of  Gongreas ;  8.  R.  Hobbie,  of  the  Post  Oflfice 
Department ;  William  Van  Ho(^  of  New  Yortc ;  William 
D.  Lewis,  Philadelphia;  Levi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  John  Forsyth,  Secretaiy  of  State ;  Amoe  Ken- 
dall, Postmaster  General ;  William  Littlefiekl,  Newport, 
Rhode  Island ;  James  L.  Anthony,  Treasury  Department ; 
James  L.  Edwards  and  George  W.  Crump,  Pension  Of- 
fice; D.  A.  A.  Buck,  War  Department;  George  W.  B. 
Towns,  Georgia ;  Charles  Morris  and  Charles  W.  GoUs- 
borough.  Navy  Commissioners'  Office ;  N.  Towson,  Pay- 
master General ;  Samuel  D.  Langtree,  War  Department ; 
David  Henshaw,  Massachusetts ;  and  John  Roes,  a  Chero- 
kee chief-— 28. 

Hon.  Aaron  Vanderpoel,  Hon.  James  Standefer,  mem- 
ben of  Congress,  and  William  J.  Duane,  late  Secretaiyof 
the  Treasury,  attended  as  witnesses ;  but  the  questions  pro- 
pounded to  them  were  rejected,  on  grounds  fully  explained 
in  this  report,  and  obvious  from  the  nature  of  the  inquixics 
proposed.     (See  pages  of  journal  60,  77,  pnd  81.) 

Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  of  the  Senate,  was  summoned 
as  a  witness,  but  neither  attended  nor  replied  to  die  call. 

Hon.  Felix  Grundy,  of  the  Senate,  was  requested  to  at- 
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tend  08  a  witness,  on  motion  of  the  chairman  ;  and  though 
nol  acceiUng  to  the  right  of  the  committee  to  require  his  at- 
tendance, he  communicated  hia  readiness,  when  not  en- 
gaged in  public  business,  voluntarily  to  wait  upon  the  com- 
miteee  and  give  testimony,  if  notified.  No  such  notice 
was  given  to  Mr.  Grundy. 

Honorables  Cave  Johnson  and  James  J.  McKay,  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  were  also  summoned,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  chairman,  but  not  examined. 

The  witnesses  who  were  summoned  and  appeared,  but 
were  not  examined,  were  Jonathan  Seaver,  (office  of  Sec- 
ond Comptroller ;)  John  N.  Moulder,  Thomas  B.  Reilly, 
Robert  8.  Wharton,  David  Saunders,  and  John  J.  Abert, 
of  Washington;  Samuel  Kendall  and  Charles  Gooch, 
(Post  Office  Department ;)  Henry  L.  Ellsworth,  (Patent 
Office ;)  John  M.  Walker,  Richard  Harrison,  (First  Au- 
ditor's Office;}  John  Green,  (War  Department.) 

The  witnesses  summoned,  and  who  did  not  appear,  were 
J.  L.  Joseph,- New  York;  R.  J.Phillips,  James  Schott, 
Henry  Fry,  and  James  Reeside,  Philadelphia;  N.  S.  Rug- 
gies,  Newport,  R.  I. ;  Duncan  Clinch  and  Reuben  M. 
Whitney,  WasMngton ;  David  Williamson-  and  John  8. 
8hriver,  of  Baltimore.  Interrogatories  sent  to  James  Jack- 
son, of  Alabama,  were  not  returned.  Thirty  witnesses 
summoned  and  not  examined. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-two  questions  were  proposed  to 
witnesses  under  examination.  Of  these,  one  hundred  and 
thirty-one  were  proposed  by  the  chairman,  (Mr.  Wise,) 
except  five  or  six  put  by  the  member  from  Massachusettts, 
(Mr.  Lincoln.)  The  remaining  twenty-one  were  all  that 
were  suggested  by  other  membeiB  of  the  committee. 
Eighty -nine'of  the  questions  were  adopted,  and  sixty-three 
rejected. 

The  proposition  is  therefore  presented  from  these  facts  as 
a  conclusive  answer  to  all  pretence,  if  set  up,  that  no 
abuses  have  been  detected,  because  the  committee  suppressed 
investigation,  viz :  that  if  eighty-nine  questions  were  put 
to  some  thirty  witnesses,  without,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  drawing  out  a  single  material  fkct  calling  in 
question  the  ability,  integrity,  and  fidelity,  with  which  the 
executive  departments  have  been  conducted,  d^es  it  not 
follow,  either  that  the  interrogatories  were  unskUfully 
framed,  or  that  the  fifty-eight  rejected  questions  were  die 
only  ones  that  specified  any  act  of  abuse,  neglect,  or 
violation  of  duty  ?  An  examination  of  the  questions  reject- 
ed and  admitted  will  demonstrate  that  no  such  distinction 
exists  between  them. 

To  enable  them  to  get  at  alt  the  means  of  detecting  abuses, 
the  committee  called  upon  the  chairman,  who  was  the  mo- 
ver of  the  resolutioA  in  the  House,  to  state,  under  oath, 
whether  he,  of  his  own  knowledge,  knew  of  any  act  of  the 
heads  of  the  executive  departments  that  was  either  cor- 
rupt or  a  violation  of  duty.  Failing  in  this,  and  receiving 
no  answer,  except  a  dadaration  of  tiie  political  creed  of 
the  witnesS)  he  was  then  called  upon  for  the  names  of  those 
from  whom  he  had  received  the  information  on  which  he 
founded  his  belief  that  the  executive  departments  have  cor- 
ruptly violated  their  duties.  His  answer  was,  (page  16, 
journal:) 

"  T  do  positively  refuse  to  give  up  the  names  of  those 
who  have  informed  me  as  to  the  conduct  or  misconduct  of 
executive  officers.'* 

How,  then,  could  the  investigation  be  prosecuted  farther 
than  it  has  been,  if  the  mover  of  the  resolution,  who  affirms 
he  has  information  from  certain  peNcns,  on  which  he 
founds  a  belief  of  the  existence  of  corrupt  violatioti*  of  law, 
and  of  which  the  re^t  of  the  committee  are  entirely  ignorant, 
positively  refuses  to  give  up  the  names  of  his  informers, 
that  they  may  be  called  upon  to  disclose  these  alleged  acts 
of  corruption  and  violation  of  duty  ? 

Under  such  circumstances,  can  there  be  just  cause  for 
complaint  of  the  committee,  of  the  Executive,  or  of  the 


heads  of  departments,  that  they  have  restricted  or  with- 
held proofs  of  violation  of  duty,  when  he  himself,  by  his 
own  admission,  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  is  in  posses- 
sion of  the  names  of  witnesses  who  can  prove  the  charges, 
and  yet  refuses  to  name  or  to  cell  those  witnesses  1  Who 
is  responsible  for  restricting  inquiry,  if  he  is  not,  who,  hav- 
ing the  names  of  witnesses  within  his  knowledge,  refuses 
to  give  up  their  names,  or  call  upon  them  to  testify  1  If 
the  reason  assigned  for  withholding  the  names  of  the  al- 
leged witnesses,  viz:  that  they  are  ** dependent  upon  the 
will  of  arbitrary  power  for  the  stations  they  hold,"  is  a  jus- 
tification of  this  refusal,  does  it  not  amount  to  a-  useless 
waste  of  the  time  of  the  House,  and  the  labor  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  demand  an  investigation  in  order  to  prove  cor- 
rupt violations  of  public  duty  by  the  executive  ofiKcers, 
when  it  was  known  that  neither  to  the  House  nor  to  the 
committee  could  or  would  be  disclosed  the  names  of  the 
witnesses  who,  it  was  assumed,  could  prove  this  corrupt 
violation  of  official  duty  1 

The  committee  do  not  iinpugn  the  motives  or  call  in 
question  the  course  of  proceeding  adopted  by  any  member 
of  the  committee,  but  they  are  bound  to  state  all  the  alleged 
sources  of  information  ,which  have  been  withheld  in  the  in- 
vestigation. 

Here  the  committee  might  justly  have  declined  'all  fur- 
ther proceeding ;  but  they  deemed  it  more  satisfiictory  to 
use  dl  the  means  in  their  power  of  arriving  at  the  founda- 
tion of  the  charges  that  had  been  made  of  misconduct  and 
corruption  in  the  heads  of  the  executive  departments. 
With  this  view  they  called  upon  those  who,  they  had  rea- 
son to  believe,  were  best  acquainted  with  the  facts  and  the 
witnesses  in  the  case,  and  requested  the  attendance  before 
them  of  Messrs.  Bell,  Peyton,  and  Pickens,  of  the  House, 
and  Messts.  Wliite  and  Calhoun,  of  the  Senate.  The  first 
three  of  those  gentlemen  complained  of  this  proceeding  aa 
an  act  of  personal  injustice,  and  an  infringement  of  the 
freedom  of  debate ;  but  en  no  grounds  which  the  committee 
can  consider  just  or  reasonable.  They  were  called  upon 
as  the  best  sources  to  furnish  the  committee  with  proofs  or 
with  the  names  of  witnesses ;  and,  instead  of  doing  so,  they 
make  complaints  against  the  committee  and  the  President, 
as  if  iket/  were  the  authors  of  the  charges,  the  movers  of 
the  resolution  of  inquiry,  and  the  promoters  of  this  whole 
investigation !  They  testify  te  no  corrupt  act  that  they 
know,  but  to  much  that  they  «have  been  informed  of  and 
verily  believe,"  but  give  no  names  of  informers  or  witness- 
es, who  know  the  alleged  acts,  of  corruption  in  official 
duty. 

The  voluminous  statements  and  arguments  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, including  that  of  Judge  WUte,  oecupv  seventy- 
one  pages  of  the.  printed  journal,  setting  forth  weir  politi- 
cal creeds  and  belief,  in  the  form  of  testimony  under  oath. 
They  communicate  no  facts,  nor  allegations  of  forts,  that 
have  not  been  fully  discussed,  in  almost  eveiy  particular, 
in  the  public  press ;  been  tested  by  the  votes  of  the  people 
in  the  elections,  or  passed  upon  in  some  form  or  other  by 
one  or  both  Houses  of  Congress.  The  committee  permit- 
ed  them  to  form  a  part  of  their  journal,  though  they  are 
argumentative,  and  entirely  devoid  of  every  legal  charac- 
teristic of  testimony ;  but,  as  they  prove  nothing,  the  com 
mittee  do  not  regard  them  as  having  any  bearing  wb*tS7er 
upon  the  inquiry  they  were  instructed  to  Ihake  into  Ihe 
condition  of  the  executive  departments,  and  the  allega- 
tions of  corrupt  violation  of  duty.  The  statements  of  those 
gentlemen,  and  particularly  that  of  Judge  White,  who  was 
released  from  every  obligation  of  private  confidence  by  the 
President,  are  remarkable  proofs  of  the  purity  and  honesty 
with  which  the  iiJ.'Binistration  has  been  conducted.  These 
gentlemen  were  for  years  {he  political  friends  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  in  his  confidence.  They  sre  now  his  opponents, 
and  have  been  called  on  to  state  every  trsssaction  they 
^  knew,  implying  a  violation  of  public  duty ;  and  they  hs^ 
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not  dusdosed  .a  siAgte  fact  within  their  own  knowledge 
that  affects  the  character  or  condiust  of  the  President 
or  heads  of  departments  in  the  discharge  of  their  public 
duties.  Even  the  statements  they  %dopt  from  others, 
whether  true  or  false,  relate  to  private  opinions  and  acts 
having-  no  connexion  with  the  dischlirge  or  neglect  of 
public  duty.  One  of  their  opim^is  is,  that  there  was 
fovoritiam  and  oxtravagtoce  in  the  appointment  of,  and  al- 
lowance to,  the  three  commissioners  on  Indian  treaties, 
under  the  act  of  July  Id,  1832.  <*The  commission," 
*  says  Mr.  Bell,  (page  263  of  the  journal,)  « turned  out  to 
to  be  almost  an  entire  failure."  This  opinion,  unsupport- 
ed by  any  evidence,  is  singularly  at  variance  with  the  re- 
port made  by  a  melnber  Of  the  opposition,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
May  20,  1834.  That  committee,  in  reference  to  this 
same  commission,  say,  (page  23  of  their  report :}  *<  The 
labors  of  the  committee  have  been  much  assisted  by  the 
very  able  and  interesting  report  of  the  commissioners,  which 
is  annexed  to  this  report.  It  contains  much  valuable  in- 
formation, and  will  enable  the  public  to  appreciate  the 
zealj  industry^  and  ahiUty^  with  which  they  have  execu- 
ted tlie  duties  of  their  commission." 

The  opinion  of  Mr.  Bell  in  this  matter  would  also  seem 
to  bo  at  variance  with  the  fact  that  the  Senate  have  ap- 
proved and  ratified  important  treaties  made  by  these  same 
commissioners  with  the  Cherokee,  Creek,  Seneca,  Seneca 
and  Shawnee^  Quapaw,  Otto,  Missouri,  and  Pawnee  tribes 
of  Indians. 

The  compensation  allowed  the  commissioners  appears  to 
have  been  in  strict  conformity  with  the  usages  of  the  Gov- 
ernment  under  previous  administrations,  viz :  the  per  diem 
and  mileage  of  members  of  Congress. 

That  there  have  been  abuses  and  gross  injustice  towards 
the  Indians  practised  by*  speculators  and  unprincipled  men, 
is  undoubtedly  true ;  but  none  of  these  abuses  are  traced  to 
any  act,  authority,  neglect,  or  connivance  of  the  President 
and  heads  of  departments ;  and  in  every  instance,  where 
fraud  or  injustice  is  shown  to  have  been  alleged  against  any 
public  agent,  the  executive  officers  have  been  prompt  in 
investigating  and  correcting  the  evil.  This  fact  fully  ap- 
pears from  the  «  documents  relating  to  the  letter  of  R.  T. 
Archer' to  the  chairman,"  (pages  125  and  274  of  journal.) 
.  lu  that  matter,  (which  is  made  a  ground  of  complaint  after 
a  lapse  of  more  than  three  years,  coming  from  the  distance 
of  Columbus,  Mississippi,)  it  appears  that  the  complainant 
is  totally  mistaken  in  his  figicts — the  President  and  the  de- 
partment having  caused  a  full  investigation  of  the  charges, 
and  ''the  strictest  inquiry  into  this  matter,"  and  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  liand  Otfice  having  ordered  the  decision  of 
the  register  at  Chocchuma  to  be  corrected,  so  far  as  it  was 
erroneous. 

The  impropriety  of  witnesses  substituting  paity  opinions 
for  testimony,  under  oath,  is  shown  in  the  statement  of 
Hon.  F.  W.  Pickens,  (page  46  of  journal.)  He  appeared 
as  a  witness,  to  testify  whether  he  knew,  of  his  own  knowl- 
edge, of  any  act,  by  either  of  the  heads  of  the  executive 
departnaenU^  which  was  corrupt,  or  a  violation  of  their 
official  duties.  His  answer  is,  that  he  knows  of  majiy 
acts  in  violation  of  official  duty,  but  will  name  only  those 
that  are  most  prominent ;  and  then  he  places  at  tlie  head 
of  violations  of  official  duty  the  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  1882,  against  the  nullification  doctrines  of  South 
Carolina !  The  removal  of  the  deposites,  the  employment 
of  State  banks,  proscription,  and  the  specie  Treasury 
order,  make  up  the  catalogue  of  "gross  and  palpable  vio- 
lations of  official  duty,"  affirmed  by  the  witness.  Had  the 
testimony  of  numerous  honorable  Senators  and  Represent- 
atives of  the  opposition  party,  to  which  the  witness  be- 
longs, comprising  a  majority,  been  taken  in  this  matter, 
they  would  doubtless  have  pronounced  the  proclamation 
againit  nullification  the  purest  act  of  the  whole  administra- 


tion ;  and  had  a  vast  majority  of  the  people  testified  before 
the  committee  as  they  have  done  through  the  ballot-b«s, 
they  would  have  pronounced  all  the  other  acts  of  the  ad- 
ministration, referred  to  by  Mr.  Pickens,  the  highest  and 
most  faithful  discharge  of  official  duties. 

What,  then,  are  the/<zcto  touching  the  "condition"  of 
the  executive  departments,  the  ''manner"  in  which  the 
pubUc  business  has  been  discharged  in  them,  and  "  the 
causes  of  complaints  against  them,"  which  are  proved  in 
this  investigation  1 

The  charges  attempted  to  be  proved  are : 

First,  Speculations  in  the  public  lands.  The  commit- 
tee permitted  this  inquiry  to  h%  made,  touching  all  officsn 
who  were  by  law  prohibited  from  purdfaaing  or  specula- 
lating  in  the  public  lands.  The  acts  of  September  2, 
1789,  and  March  8,  1791,  prohibit  such  purchase  to  per- 
sons appointed  to  any  office  instituted  by  the  Act  to  estab- 
lish the  Treasury  Department,  and  to  all  the  clerks  em- 
ployed therein.  There  was  no  proof  before4he  committee 
that  any  officer  or  clerk,  prohibited  by  law  from  dealing  in 
the  public  lands,  had  violated  the  law. 

*  The  committee  did  not  feel  authorized  to  extend  this  in- 
quiry to  public  officers  who  were  not  prohibited  from 
makmg  such  purchases,  such  act  not  being  a  violation  of 
official  duty  any  more  than  the  purchase  of  any  article  of 
trade  or  commerce,  if  it  leads  to  abuses,  Cougreas  should 
apply  the  remedy. 

Second.  Disbursing  officers  drawing  specie,  and  selling 
the  same  as  merchandise  to  purchasers  of  public  lands  or 
others.  The  evidence  (pages  30,  32,  37)  negatives  this 
charge. 

Third,  "Paying  a  Treasury  warrant  which  was  gam- 
bled away  by  a  disbursing  officer."  This  charge  was  firtt 
suggested  as  an  allegation  that  drafts  to  the  amount  of 
#20,000  had  been  paid  by  the  late  Secretary  of  War,  Gov- 
ernor Cass,  to  the  assignee  of  a  disbursing  officer  named 
Johnston,  with  tiie  kn'bwledge  that  Uiey  had  been  gambled 
away,  and  after  they  had  been  protested  by  a  deposiu 
bank,  and  countermanded  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasn- 
ry.  The  facts  in  this  case  are  highly  creditable  to  the  vigil- 
ance of  the  executive  departments.  Instead  of  (20,000, 
the  amount  was  #2,600,  which  was  not  paid  to  the  bolder 
until  it  was  proved  tiiit  the  drafU  came  into  his  poasessioR 
with  no  knowledge  of  the  original  gambling  tnuksfier ;  nor 
dien,  until  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  had  been 
taken,  and  ample  indemnity  secured  to  the  Government, 
should  it  be  made  to  appear  that  the  holder  was  cognizant 
of  the  fraudulent  transfer.  This  case  is  fuUy  expl^ned  in 
the  testimony  of  Hon.  Ambrose  H.  Sevier,  (page  49  of 
journal,)  by  documents,  (pages  62  to  71,)  and  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Attorney  General,  (page  68  of  journal.)  It 
does  not  appear  that  Johnston,  the  disbursing  officer,  who 
died  soon  after  this  transaction,  was  employed  after  the 
fraud  by  the  Department. 

Fourth,  The  case  of  T.  B.  Waterman,  vix  :  Uie  allow- 
ance of  an  exorbitant  account  by  Mr.  Secretary  Cass,  af- 
ter it  had  been  virtually  disallowed ;  and  then  paying  it  af- 
ter its  allowance  had  been  forged,  without  causmg  the  of- 
fender to  be  prosecuted.  The  -facte  in  evidence  are,  that 
Waterman  was  temporarily  employed  to  copy  papen  in  the 
Pension  Office,  /or  which  he  presented  a  bill  of  $188.  It 
was  not  allowed.  Subsequently,  an  assignee  of  the  bill, 
Mr.  Caustcn,  of  Washington,  who  had  advanced  the 
amount  to  Waterman,  presented  it,  endorsed  with  the  ap- 
proval of  Mr.  Secretary  Cass,  whidi  proved  to  be  a  forge- 
ry, and  it  was  not  paid.  Some  monUis  after,  the  claim 
was  again  presented  by  the  assignee,  and,  being  reduced 
to  $144,  which  was  a  fair  compensation  for  the  work,  it 
was  allowed  and  paid.  (Sec  pages  51  and  57  of  journal.) 
This  transaction  was  entirely  proper  on  the  part  of  the  De- 
partment. The  forgery  on  tiie  first  account  did  not  dis- 
charge the  actual  debt  due ;  nor  was  the  Secretary  of  War, 


APPENDIX— To  Oaks  ^  SeatorCs  Register. 


197 


Executive  AdminUlretiion, 


[d4th  CoHo.  2d  8xs8. 


or  his  agents,  boand  to  prosecute  Waterman  ;  and  neither 
were  they  in  powesston  of  proof  that  he  committed  the  for- 
gery, except  from  the  etatement  of  Mr.  Caueten  to  Mr. 
Crump,  that  he  had  confeesed  it  to  the  former. 

Fifth,  The  case  of  David  MeWill,  a  weigher  and  gauger 
in  the  customs  at  Newport.  The  charge  is,  that  Melvill 
was  removed  from  office  for  opinion's  sake.  The  facts 
are,  that  when  Mr.  Eilery,  the  collector  who  appointed 
Melvill,  resigned,  and  Mr.  Littlefield  was  appointed  col- 
lector, the  latter,  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  the  law 
gave  him  in  BUtk  cases,  did  not  reappoint  Melvill,  whose 
office  was  at  an  end  by  the  resignation  of  his  principal. 
The  public  service  was  not  impaired,  but,  it  would  seem, 
promoted  by  this  act ;  and,  as  it  comes  under  the  class  of 
inquiries  into  motives,  it  was  not,  for  reasons  before  given, 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  committee.  In  fact,  a*  the 
very  time  it  was  pressed  upon  this  committee,  a  standing 
committee  of  the  House  (on  Commerce)  had  the  whole 
matter  in  charge,  on  a  petition  from  David  Melvill,  and 
made  their  report,  February  23d,  adverse  to  the  petitioner. 
The  same  subject  was  before  the  Senate  the  last  session, 
and  all  the  documents  connected  with  it  published  at  that 
time.  A  full  explanation  of  the  case  is  given  in  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Littlefield  and  Mr.  Secretary  Woodbury, 
(pages  189,  75,  and  80,  of  journal.) 

Sixth,  The  case  of  J.  W.  Reckless,  collector  at  Perth 
Amboy,  New  Jersey.  This  appears  to  be  a  charge  under 
the  head  of  **  retaining  corrupt  and  fraudulent  officers  in 
place,  knowing  of  their  malfeasan(^  in  office."  The  spe- 
cification is  wholly  unsupported  by  the  evidence  in  the 
case,  which  has  encumbered  the  journal  with  a  mass  of 
documents  occupying  fifty-eight  printed  pages.  The  Pres- 
ident, in  the  exercise  of  his  discretion,  and  with  all  tlie 
original  papers  before  him,  decided  that  irregular  incidental 
expenses  had  been  charged,  but  that  there  was  no  proof  of 
corruption  or  fraud,  and  the  collector  was  required  to  refui^d 
the  irregular  charges.  This  case  is  fully  and  satisfactorily 
explained  in  the  answers  of  Hon.  Garret  D.  Wall,  of  the 
8enate,  to  questions  put  to  him,  (page  809  of  Journal. ) 
This  is  the  only  specific  allegation  made  of  conupt  retain- 
ing in  office ;  and  the  facts  disclosed  warrant  no  suspicion 
of  improper  acts  or  motives  in  the  executive  officer. 

Seventh.  The  late  Secretaxy  of  War,  Governor  Cass, 
paying  for  services  never  performed.  The  evidence  on  this 
point  (pages  51  and  54)  is,  th^  D.  A.  A.  Buck,  a  citizen 
of  Vermont,  received  the  appointment  of  a  clerk  in  the 
Pension  Office  July  8,  1835 ;  that,  on  the  27th  of  that 
month,  he  commenced  his  journey  to  Washington,  which 
journey  was  suspended  and  interrupted  in  consequence  of 
severe  indisposition ;  that,  during  the  delay  of  his  journey, 
thus  caused,  he.  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Vermont 
Legislature  the  first  Tuesday  of  September  following,  and 
took  his  scat  the  second  Thursday  in  October,  and  con- 
tinued a  member  of  the  Legislature  five  weeks,  till  its  ad- 
journment ;  that  on  the  20th  November  he  proceeded  to 
Washington,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  De- 
cember 4th;  that  he  presented  his  account  to  Mr.  Secreta- 
ry Cass,  who  knew  the  facts  in  tlie  case,  for  salary,  at  the 
rate  of  $1,200  per  annum,  from  the  27th  July  to  the  4th 
of  December,  deducting  the  five  weeks  he  was  a  Qiembcr 
of  the  Legislature,  and  was  allowed  pay  for  four  months 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  This  was  a  matter 
for  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  usage  is 
stated  to  be,  that  the  pay  commences  from  the  time  of 
starting  for  the  seat  of  Government.  The  account,  and  all 
the  circumstances,  were  fairly  and  fully  stated  by  Mr. 
Buck,  with  no  attempt  at  concealment,  and,  as  he  believed, 
in  conformity  with  ueage.  The  committee,  in  so  incon- 
siderable a  matter,  cannot  call  in  question  the  upright  in- 
tention of  the  late  head  of  the  War  Department,  upon  this 
statement  of  facts. 

Eighth.  The  apparent  attempt  to  connect  the  Secretary 


of  State,  in  his  official  capacity,  with  his  private  interest 
as  counsel  in  the  Golphin  claim,  introduced  into  the  last 
treaty  with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  in  1835-^36,  but  ex- 
cluded firom  tbe  treaty  by  the  Senate.  The  answers  of 
Hon.  G.  W.  B.  Towns,  (page  88,)  and  of  Mr.  Forsyth, 
(page  105  of  journal))  need  only  be  examined  to  sho^  the 
high  sense  of  honor  and  official  responsibility  with  which 
the  Secretary  conducted  in'  relation  to  that  transaction. 
Even  John  Ross,  the  Cherokee  chief,  who  was  questioned 
by  the  chairman  on  this  point,,  disclaims  all  knowledge  of 
any  means  employed,  or  influence  exerted,  by  any  officers' 
or  agents  of  the  executive  departments,  to  have  the  stipu- 
lation  respecting  the  Golphin  claim  inserted  in  the  Chero- 
kee treaty,  (page  291  of  journal.)  It  is  proper  to  slate, 
the  answers  of  this  witness  were  handed  in  the  last  day  of 
receiving  testimony  ;  and  from  the  absence  of  members  of 
the  committee,  who  were  occupied  by  the  business  of  the 
House,  no  opportunity  was  had  for  a  cross-examination, 
touching  implied  charges  against  individuals,  having, 
however,  no  connexion  whatever  with  the  executive  de- 
partments. 

There  only  remain  unnoticed,  in  all  the  mass  of  testi- 
mony, five  or  six  minor  charges,  which  are  distinctly  dis- 
proved by  the  evidence,  viz :  the  anonymous  charge  from 
some  reckless  newspaper  against  Mr.  S.  R.  Hobble,  Assist- 
ant Postmaster  General,  of  holding  stock  in  a  New  York 
bank,  which  was  given  as  a  gratuity  by  mail  contractors. 
The  affidavits  produced  by  Mr.  Robbie  leave  not  a  vestige 
of  this  calumny,  (page  101  of  journal.^ 

The  charges  by  William  Hobby  agamst  Paymaster  Gen- 
eral Towson,  (page  107,)  which  are  shown  by  Col.  T.  to 
be  entire  fabrications. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  appendix  attached  to  the 
journal  of  the  committee  has  no  relation  to  any  of  the  acts 
of  the  executive  depaitments.  It  has  been  printed  at  the 
request  of  the  chairman ;  and  the  explanations  of  Commo- 
dore Morris,  and  Mr.  Goldsborough,  Secretary  to  the  Na\'y 
Commissioners,  the  latter  in  the  form  of  an  argument,  sp- 
pended. 

Much  space  in  the  journal  is  occupied  with  the  state- 
ment of  Hon.  Balte  Peyton,  relating  to  the  non-removal  of 
John  Spencer,  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana.  This  case  was  fully  explained  by  the  reply  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  a  call  made  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  the  30th  of  January,  the  present  session. 
That  document  is  appended  to  Mr.  Peyton's  statement, 
(page  234  of  journal.)  It  shows  the  vigilance  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  in  calling  upon  Uie  receiver  before 
any  complaint  had  been  made,  and  in  causing  a  thorough 
investigation  into  the  matter  by  a  special  agent.  So  satis- 
factory was  the  result  of  the  whole  matter,  that  the  commit- 
tee apprehend,  that  if  the  Secretary  had  lu-ged  the  removal 
of  Mr.  Spencer,  and  the  President  had  caus^  it  to  be  made, 
.  there  would  have  been,  from  the  same  source,  a  stronger 
complaint  for  **  proscription*'  than  there  now  is  for  retain- 
ing in  office. 

The  matter  of  the  Decatur  Bank,  in  Alabama,  v^as  in- 
troduced on  the  last  dsy  of  receiving  testimony  before  the 
committee,  (p.  289  of  journal. )  The  facts  in  the  case 
are,  that  last  March^  before  the  specie  circular  was  thought 
of,  a  contract  was  made  by  the  Treasury  Department  with 
the  branch  of  the  Alabama  State  Bank  at  Decatur,  \\'hich 
never  was  a  deponte  bank,  for  about  half  a  million  of  State 
bonds  purchased  in  behalf  of  the  Chickasaw  Indians.  A 
part  of  the  agreement  was,  that  the  branch  bank  should 
take  such  money  as  was  paid  in  at  Ponliloc,  fi-om  time  to 
time,  for  Indian  lands  sold  there  on  account  of  the  Chicka- 
saws,  and  send  to  Washington  bonds  for  the  amount. 
Enough  was  not  received  to  discharge  the  whole  contract, 
in  September  last,  when  the  bank  wrote  that  it  was  wiU 
ling  to  take  its  own  bilfs  in  payment,  instead  of  specie,  if 
the  Treasury  Department  would  acsent  to  it.     The  bank 
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was  accordingly  odvised  by  the  Department  that,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  contract,  and  no  further,  there  was  no  objection 
to  receiving  the  bills  of  the  bank  instead  of  specie,  if  the 
bank,  to  which  the  mon^  vnM  to  be  paid,  preferred  them. 
The  Department,  it  appears,  saw  no  reason  why  the  payee 
might  not  be  permitted  to  waive  specie  payment,  if  he 
pleased. 

In  this  transaction  the  committee  can  perceive  no  rela- 
tion to  a  total  or  partial  repeal  of  the  Treasury  order,  as  to 
public  lands  generally,  or  any  favor  conferred  on  the  bank 
or  the  State  of  Alabama.  It  was  merely  carrying  into  ef- 
fect a  contract  as  to  proceeds  of  Indian  lands,  which  was 
made  long  before  the  Treasury  order  issued,  and  merely 
assenting,  under  that  contract,  that  the  money  to  t)e  paid 
to  the  contracting  party,  and  not  into  the  Treasury,  might, 
to  the  extent  of  the  contract,  and  no  further^  be  paid  in 
bills,  instead  of  specie,  if  that  party  preferred  it. 

The  committee  have  now  disposed  of  all  the  material 
points  involved  in  this  long  and  laborious  investigation. 
They  regret  that  tlie  brief  space  allowed  for  preparing  their 
report  did  not  admit  of  more  condensation  of  the  mass  of 
matter  before  them;  but,  as  the  attention  of  the  whole 
country  has  been  called  to  this  investigation,  the  commit- 
tee have  deemed  it  an  indispensable  duty  to  present,  in  a 
full  and  distinct  form,  a  view  of  the  principles  on  which 
they  have  conducted  this  examination,  with  a  summary, 
from  the  voluminous  and  disconnected  testimony,  of  all  the 
allegations  and  specifications  of  violation  of  duty,  and  the 
evidence  produceid  to  sustain  them. 

The  result  of  the  whole  is  a  firm  conviction  that,  to  an 
extent  which  th^  warmest  friends  of  this  or  any  other  ad- 
minbtration  could  not  have  anticipated  in  passing  through 
such  an  ordeal,  to  which  no  other  administration  was  ever 
subjected,  is  demonstrated,  beyond  question  or  doubt,  the 
truth  of  the  testimony  borne  b^  the  President,  in  his  an- 
nual message,  to  the  *<  prosperous  condition  of  the  various 
executive  departments,  and  to  the  ability  and  integrity 
with  which  they  have  been  conducted." 

Equally  well  established,  by  undeniable  facts,  is  the  sin- 
cerity and  uprightness  of  the  untiring  «aim"  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  « to  enforce  in  all  of  them  a  vigilant  and  ftuth- 
ful  discharge  of  the  public  business ;"  and  it  seems  to  the 
committee  that,  after  this  long  and  laborious  investigation 
into  the  official  conduct  of  the  President  and  the  heads  of 
the  departments,  with  the  fearless  invitation  of  the  for- 
mer to  his  once  bosom  friends  to  disclose  every  matter  of 
confidence  that  ever  existed  between  them,  no  fair  mind 
can  resist  the  conviction  that  there  in  reality  exists  **  no 
just  cause  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner 
in  whidi  the  executive  departments  have  fulfilled  the  ob- 
jects of  their  creation." 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That,  so  far  as  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  committee,  from  the  results  of  this  investigation,  tlie 
condition  of  the  various  executive  departments  is  prosper- 
ous, and  that  they  have  been  conducted  with  ability  and 
integrity  ;  that  the  President  has  aimed  to  enforce,  in  all  of 
them,  a  vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public  busi- 
ness ;  and  that  there  is  no  just  cause  of  complaint,  from 
any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  the 
objects  of  their  creation. 

VIEWS  OF  THE  MINORITY. 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed under  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  1 7th  January  last,  disagreeing  to,  and  dissenting 
from,  the  report  adopted  by  a  majority  of  said  committee, 
beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  reasons  for  said  disagree- 
ment and  dissent,  and  request  that  the  same  may  be  enter- 
ed on  the  journal : 


1.  Because  the  construction  put,  by  a  majority  of  the 
committee,  upon  the  resolution  of  the  Houee,  has  so  nar- 
rowed and  restrained  the  scope  of  inquiry,  as,  by  neoeosaiy 
consequence,  to  preclude  and  suppress  the  investigation 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  was  most  mani- 
festly the  object*of  the  mover  and  advocates  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  must  have  been  the  intention  of  the  House  in  its 
adoption. 

3.  Because  the  committee  having,  by  various  resolutions, 
sought  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
heads  of  the  departments,  information  which  was  deemed 
material  to  the  investigation  of  the  condition  and  manage- 
ment of  those  departments,  and  into  the  manner  in  whidi 
the  executive  Government  has  been  administered  in  thoss 
departments,  respectively,  which  resolutions  were  answer- 
ed by  a  most  extraordinary  communication  addressed  by 
the  President  to  the  chairman,  now  entered  upon  the 
journal,  declining  to  furnish  the  information  askei  for  by 
the  committee,  and  deemed  indispensable  to  the  faithfol 
execution  of  the  duties  devolved  upon  them  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House,  the  undersigned  are  without  the  means 
of  justifying  to  their  own  minds  the  reasonings  and  con- 
clusions which  the  majority  of  the  committee  have  dAofked 
in  their  report 

3.  Because  many  documents  and  papers,  and  much 
evidence  sought  by  the  committee  in  tiie  resolutions  ad- 
dressed to  the  heads  of  departments,  have  not  been  ob- 
tained by  the  committee,  for  reasons  assigned  in  Uie  an- 
swers given  to  those  resolutions,  or  otherwise  apparent  on 
the  journal ;  and,  in  the  absence  of  such  documents,  papeis, 
and  evidence,  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  allegations  of 
numerous  abuses  or  neglects  of  duty  in  the  administration 
of  said  departments  cannot,  at  this  time,  be  arrived  at 

4.  Because,  by  the  decision  of  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee, expressed  in  numerous  votes,  in  Terence  to  va- 
rious subjects,  testimony  deemed  by  the  undersigned  alto- 
gether material  to  the  mvestigation  of  the  *'  ccMndition  of 
the  various  executive  departments,  the  ability  and  integrity 
with  which  they  have  been  conducted,  the  manner  in 
which  the  public  business  has  been  discharged  in  all  of 
them,  and  into  all  the  causes  of  complaint,  from  any  qoar- 
tor,  at  the  manner  in  which  said  departments^  or  their 
bureaus  or  offices,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents,  of  eveiy 
description  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  connected  with 
them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unoflldally,  in  dutLes 
pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled  or  finled  te 
accomplish  the  objects  of  their  creation,  or  have  violated 
their  duties,  or  have  injured  and  impaired  the  poblic  ser- 
vice and  interest ;''  has  been  determined  to  be  inadmissible, 
and  has  not  been  permitted  to  be  produced  before  said  com- 
mittee, BO  as  to  enable  the  committee  to  pronounce,  either 
affirmatively  or  negatively,  upon  the  truth  oi  the  various 
matters  referred  to  their  consideration  by  the  resohilion  un- 
der which  they  are  constituted. 

5.  Because  on  many,  if  not  most,  of  the  suhjecte  which 
were  referred  to  the  attention  of  the  committee,  as  wdl 
from  the  want  of  time  as  from  the  absence  of  aBeged  ex- 
isting testimony,  the  investigation  has  been  manifestly 
and  necessarily  incomplete  and  imperlect,  and  no  just, 
impartial,  and  satisfactory  judgment  can  be  pronounced 
thereon. 

6.  Because  the  report  of  the  majority  does  express  opin- 
ions and  conclusions  upon  partial  and  imperfect  investiga- 
tion, which  should  be  Uie  result  only  of  the  most  satis&c- 
tory  examination  of  the  various  and  complicated  subjects  to 
which  such  conclusions  and  opinions  relate. 

7.  Because  the  report  of  the  majority,  under  the  limited 
and  imperfect  examinations  which  have'  been  given  of  the 
matters  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  un- 
der the  broad  scope  of  the  resolution  of  the  House*  does  ex- 
press judgmente  and  opinions,  as  the  result  of  conviction 
upon  full  investigation,  instead  of  submitting  only  the  joor- 
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nal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  for  the  action  and 
judgment  of  the  Houae  thereon. 

Inaeraachy  theiefore,  as  the  undersigned  cannot,  con- 
sistently with  their  own  convictions  of  duty  to  themseWes, 
and  their  sense  of  obligation  toohe  House  and  to  the  conn- 
tiy,  unite  in  the  reasoning  and  conclusions  of  opinion 
adopted  by  the  majority,  and  have  no  opportunity  other- 
wise ta  express  their  disagreement  with,  and  dissent  there- 
to, they  respeetfoUy  resort  to  this  only  mode,  at  the  very 
moment  of  adopting  their  report,  to  declare  their  opinion 
that  the  committee  are  only  warranted,  by  the  progress  and 
present  state  of  the  investigation  with  which  they  are 
charged,  in  reporting  the  journal,  unaccompanied  by  any 
expression  of  opinions  or  judgment  of  the  matters  referred 
to  them. 

LEVI  LINCOLN. 
ROBERT  B.  CAMPBELL. 

I  concur  fully  in  the  foregoing,  except  in  the  opinion 
that  the  committee  should  have  reported  only  its  journal  of 
proceedings. 

HENRY  A.  WISE. 

REPORT  OF  MR.  WISE. 

The  undersigned,  of  the  committee  to  which  was  refer- 
red «  so  much  oC  the  President*s  message  as  relates  to  the 
condition  of  the  various  executive  departments,"  dtc,  begs 
leave  to  show  his  reasons  for  dissenting  from  the  majority. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  under 
which  this  committee  was  appointed,  was  passed  on  the 
17th  day  of  Januaiy.  On  the  20th  of  that  month,  the 
chsirman,  who  was  serving  during  the  session  of  the  House 
on  another  committee  of  investigation,  was  notified  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  the  appointment  of  this  committee, 
after  his  calling  at  the  Clerk's  office  and  requesting  to  be 
furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  resolution  and  of  the  list  of 
committee. 

On  the  2Ut  day  of  January  the  committee  was  organ- 
ized, and  proceeded  to  its  laboip.  The  resolution,  it  was 
thought,  embraced  every  species  of  legitimate  inquiry,  in 
the  fullest  extent,  into  the  condition  of  the  various  exec- 
utive depavtments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which 
they  have  been  conducted,  into  the  manner  in  which  the 
public  business  has  been  discharged  in  all  of  them,  and 
into  all  causes  of  eompktint,  from  any  quarter ^  at  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  departments,  or  their  bureaus  and  offices, 
or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents,  of  every  description  what- 
ever, directly  or  indirectly  cormeeted  with  them  in  any 
manner^  ojfieially  or  unoffieiallyy  in  dutiea  pertaining  to 
the  public  mterest,  have  fulfilled  or  fiadled  to  accomplish  the 
objects  of  their  creation,  or  have  violated  their  duUes,  or 
have  injured  and  impaired  the  public  service  and  interest. 
The  scope  of  inquiry  was  vast  and  unlimited ;  the  time 
in  which  to  institute  and  accomplish  investigation  was  very 
short  and  insufficient.  The  call  for  diis  investigation  had, 
in  fact,  been  made  early  during  the  past  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  was  not  granted  until  within  six  weeks  of  the 
close  of  this.  Many  subjects,  therefore,  of  the  highest  im- 
portance, which  required  the  strictest  scrutiny  and  the  long- 
est time,  the  testimony  as  to  which  was  to  be  obtain^ 
from  the  greatest  distance  of  the  extremes  of  the  Union, 
could  not  be  touched  in  the  short  period  lefl  for  the  execu- 
tion of  the  task  of  this  committee.  There  were  many  sub- 
jects, however,  of  deep  interest,  the  evidence  as  to  which 
was  known  to  be  near  at  hand,  which  could  be  inquired 
into  ;  and,  accordingly,  several  of  those  were  proposed  to 
be  examined. 

Among  these,  the  fint  in  importance,  and  the  first  pro- 
posed to  be  examined,  were  the  subjects  of  executive*  pat- 
ronage to  the  public  press,  of  executive  appointments  to 
office,  of  the  application  of  contingent  items  of  appropria- 
tion, of  inegular  expenditures,  allowaneef,  and  payments. 


and  of  sinecures.  Accordingly,  at  the  first  meeting,  four 
distinct  resolutions  were  offered  on  these  subjects,  respect- 
ively. They  were  submitted,  as  appears  by  die  journal,  in 
the  following  form : 

'<  1.  Resolved f  That  the  heads  of  the  several  depart- 
ments be  required  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a  state- 
ment showing  the  sums  of  money  paid  within  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  Ist  of  December  last,  by  such  departments,  re- 
spectively, their  agents  or  deputies,  to  printers  or  editors 
of  newspapers,  specifying  the  names  and  residences  of 
such  printers  and  editors,  and  also  the  names  and  places  of 
publication  of  the  newspapers  owned  or  published  by  them, 
and  showing  the  services  or  considerations  for  which  such 
sums  have  been  paid,  giving  each  item  as  stated  m  the  ac- 
counts of  such  printer  or  editor. 

«  2.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  the  heads  of  the  several  executive  departments  be  re- 
quired to  furnish  this  committee  with  a  list  or  lists  of  all  of- 
ficers, or  agents,  or  deputies,  who  have  been  appointed,  or 
employed  and  paid,  since  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  to  the 
Ut  of  December  last,  by  the  President  or  either  of  said 
heads  of  departments,  respectively,  without  nomination  to 
or  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States ; 
showing  the  names  of  such  officers,  agents,  or  deputies,  the 
sums  paid  to  each,  the  services  rendered,  and  by  what  au- 
thority appointed  and  paid. 

**  3.  Resohed,  That  the  heads  of  the  several  departments 
be  required  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a  statement 
showing  the  various  amounts  of  money  paid  within  the  last 
four  years,  ending  on  the  Tst  of  December  last,  for  contin- 
gencies, whether  appropriated  or  not  by  law,  to  whom  and 
for  what  paid ;  showing  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
appropriations  have  been  changed  from  specific  to  other  ob- 
jects of  expenditure  t£an  those  for  which  they  were  made, 
and  how  such  change  was  effected  ;  and  showing  the  amount 
of  irregular  expenditures,  allowances,  or  payments,  of  every 
description  whatever,  if  any,  made  by  said  departments, 
respectively,  since  the  4th  day  of  March,  1829,  to  the  1st 
of  December,  1836,  by  Treasuiy  warrant  or  drafl,  or  oth- 
erwise, to  whom  and  for  what  made,  and  the  authority  and 
reasons  for  such  expenditures,  dec. 

**  4.  Resohed,  That  the  heads  of  the  several  departments 
be  required  to  iiimi^  this  committee  vrith  a  list  of  all  of- 
ficers, agents,  or  deputies,  who  have,  since  the  4  th  of  March, 
1629,  to  the  1st  of  December  last,  within  the  departments, 
respectively,  received  salaries,  pay,  or  emoluments  of  any 
kind,  without  rendering  service  to  the  Government ;  who 
have  received  salaries,  &c.,  vrithout  being  in  office ;  whose 
commissions  have  been  antedated ;  who  held  other  stations 
or  appointments.  State  or  Federal,  when  receiving  pay  for 
particular  offices  or  agencies,  or  who  have  been  engaged  in 
private  employment  whilst  receiving  pay  from,  and  render- 
ing no  services  to,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ; 
with  the  names  of  such  officers,  or  agents,  or  deputies,  the 
sums  or  salaries  paid  to  each,  and  the  time  of  service  of 
each,  respectively." 

These  resolutions  were  severally  taken  up  in  turn,  and 
amended,  as  appears  by  the  journal  of  the  committee  : 

"The  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Wise,  at  the  previ- 
ous meeting,  were  taken  up:  and  the  first  resolution  being 
under  consideration,  Mr.  Mann  moved  to  amend  the  same 
by  striking  out  the  word  'required,'  and  inserting  the  word 
'  requested.' 

'*  Mr.  Pearce  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  stri- 
king out  'requested,'  and  inserting  *  directed  ;'  and  the  ques- 
tion being  taken  by  ayes  and  nays,  was  carried  in  the  af- 
firmative, as  follows : 

'<  Atxs — Messrs.  Pearse,  Hannegan,  Lincoln,  Wise-— 4. 

"  Nats — Messrs.  Parks,  Mann,  Chaney— 8. 

^*The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  as  amend- 
ed, to  strike  out  <  required'  and  insert  *  directed,'  it  was  car* 
riad  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 


200 


APPENDIX— To  Gales  8f  Seaton's  Register. 


24th  Coiro.  2d  Sssb.] 


Executive  Administration, 


«  Atks— Meaara.  Pearce,  Hannegan,  Lincoln,  Wise — i. 

<<Nat»— Mesan.  Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — 8. 

<*  Mr.  Mann  moved  further  to  amend  the  first  resolution, 
by  inserting  afler  the  words  *  agents  or  deputies'  the  words 
«  without  authority  of  law,  if  any.* 

"  Mr.  Wise  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  substi- 
tuting therefor  *  with  or  without  authority  of  law  ;*  and  the 
question  being  taken,  said  motion  was  lost,  as  follows : 

**  Atss — Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise — ^2. 

"  Natv — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan,  Parks, 
Chancy — 6, 

«The  question  recurring  on  inserting  Mr.  Mann*s 
amendment,  viz :  <  without  authority  of  law,  if  any,*  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

'<  Atss — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan,  Parks, 
Mann,  Chaney — 6. 

«*Nats — Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise — 2. 

<*Mr.  Mann  moved  further  to  amend  the  1st  resolution, 
by  adding,  at  the  end  of  the  same,  the  words  <  and  the  rea> 
sons  for  making  such  payments ;'  which  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  as  follows : 

**  Atbs — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan,  Parks, 
Mann,  Chancy — 6. 

«  Nats— Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise— 2. 

'*Mr.  Wise  submitted  the  following  amendment  to  the 
1st  resolution:  <and  showing  the  sums  of  money  legally 
paid  within  the  year  ending  on  the  1st  of  December  last, 
by  such  departments,  respectively,  their  agents  or  deputies, 
to  printers  or  editors  of  newspapers,  specifying  the  names 
and  residence  of  such  printers  and  editors,  and  also  the 
names  and  places  of  publication  of  the  newspapers  owned 
or  published  by  them,  and  showing  the  services  and  con- 
siderations for  which  such  sums  have  been  paid ;  giving 
each  item  as  stated  in  the  accounts  of  such  printer  or  ed- 
itor.' 

**  Which  amendment  was  rejected,  as  follows  : 

"  Atks — Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise— 2. 

"  Nats — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan,  Parks, 
Mann,  Chaney — 6. 

**The  question  recurring  on  adopting  the  1st  resolution, 
as  amend^,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

<<ArKS— Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan,  Parks, 
Mann,  Chaney — 6. 

**Nats — Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise — 2. 

*<Mr.  Mann  moved  to  amend  the  second  resolution,  by 
inserting  after  the  words  <  1st  of  December  last,'  the  words 
<  if  any,  without  authority  of  law.' 

'<  Mr.  Lincoln  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  add- 
ing thereto,  <  or  whose  names  are  not  contained  in  the  last 
register  of  public  officers,  commonly  called  the  Blue  Book ;' 
which  amendment  prevailed,  as  follows : 

"  Atks — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan,  Lincoln,  Cha- 
ney, Wise — 6. 

*<  Nats— Messrs.  Pearce,  Parks,  Mann — 3. 

"Mr.  Wise  moved  further  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
inserting  before  the  word  *  without'  the  words  <  with  or,'  so 
as  to  read  <  with  or  without  authority  of  law  ;'  which  motion 
was  lost,  as  follows : 

**  Atbs — Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise— 2. 
.  "Nats — Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Hannegan,  Parks, 
Mann,  Chaney— '6. 

"  Mr.  Mann  moved  further  to  amend  the  second  resolu- 
tion, by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  following:  <and 
what  reasons  for  such  appointments ;'  which  prevailed,  as 
follows : 

"  Atks — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan,  Parks, 
Mann,  Chaney — 6. 

"Nats — Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise— 2. 

"  Mr.  Hannegan  moved  the  following  additional  resolu- 
tion, viz : 

"  Resolved^  That  the  various  executive  officers,  in  reply- 
ing to  the  foregoing  resolutions,  be  requested,  at  the  same 


time,  to  furnish  a  statement  of  the  period  at  which  any  in- 
novations, not  authorized  by  law,  (if  such  exist,)  had  their 
origin,  their  causes,  and  the  necessity  which  has  required 
their  continuance. 

"And  the  question  being  taken,  said  resolution  was 
adopted,  as  follows : 

Atzs — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan, 
Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 6. 

"Nats— Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 2." 

The  obvious  and  proper  design  of  the  first  of  these  reso- 
lutions was  to  ascertain  the  amount  per  annum  of  execu- 
tive patronage  to  the  press.  That  amount,  judging  from 
the  evidence  contained  in  the  last  Blue  Book,  was  deemed 
to  be  great,  and  sufficient  to  influence,  to  a  dangerous  ex- 
tent, the  political  sentimenu  and  power  of  the  public  press, 
particitlarly  at  the  seat  oi  Government,  and  the  great  num- 
ber of  country  or  village  newspapers  througfaont  the 
United  States ;  especially  when  systematically  applied  to 
party  purposes,  in  conjunction  wiUi  the  patronage  ^f  the 
appointing  and  removing  power  to  and  from  office.  The 
resolution  contemplated  an  inquiry  into  the  abuser  of  the 
power  to  employ  and  pay  printers,  and  into  tlie  eorruptim 
of  applying  the  lawful  authority  to  do  so  to  the  sinister 
purposes  of  political  parties,  as  well  as  into  the  mere  itt^ai 
payments  which  may  have  been  made  to  public  prxntera. 
Though,  as  originally  presented,  it  embraced  the  latter  in- 
quiry, yet  it  regarded  it  as  of  minor  consequence,  when 
compared  with  the  first.  In  all  cases,  the  abuses  and  cor- 
ruptions which  are  perpetrated  and  committed  under  the 
color  of  law  are  more  aggravated,  inveterate,  and  danger- 
ous, than  those  which  grow  out  of  clear  violations  of  offi- 
cial duty.  Usurpations  are  rare;  they  are  generally  fla- 
grant, and  they  rarely  ever  are  the  cause,  butoftener  the  ef* 
feet,  of  corruption.  The  latter  first  steals  into  the  adminis- 
tration  of  the  laws,  and  then  prepares  the  pretext  for  tbs 
open  aggressions  of  the  former.  The  few  accounts  which 
may  have  been  paid  to  printers  beyond  what  the  law  al- 
lows were  nothing,  compared  to  the  corrupting  and  bri- 
bing abuse  of  legal  authority  to  discharge  a  long-established 
press,  with  extensive  circulation  and  numerous  aubacribers, 
from  the  printing  of  the  laws  and  public  advertisements, 
because  its  politics  happened  not  to  agree  with  the  powers 
that  be,  or  with  the  men  who  were  to  be  in  power ;  and 
to  establish,  with  pledges  of  the  Government  patronage,  a 
new  press,  without  subscribers  and  without  circulation,  ex- 
cept through  the  franking  privilege  of  privileged  paTttsan^ 
for  the  uses  of  party  ;  and  to  organize  these  penuoned 
presses,  thus  brought  into  existence  by  the  generating  pow- 
er of  corruption,  into  a  combined  phalanx  of  types  from 
one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other,  speaking  the  same  words, 
echoing  the  same  sentiments,  praising  or  denoundng  the 
same  men  or  measures,  dependent,  and  living,  and  moving, 
and  having  their  being,  in  the  same  fiat  of  executive  will  I 
Better  that  the  laws  should  never  be  published,  like  those 
of  Caligula,  so  that  the'  people  should  never  read  them, 
than  that  the  press,  which  has  been  called  the  palladium 
of  civil  liberty,  should  be  subsidized  and  corrupted.  It 
should  be  the  organ  of  information — the  fountain  of  intelli- 
gence ;  it  should  be  as  independent  as  truths  as  five  as 
knowledge.  "  The  freedom  of  the  press  is  one  of  the 
!  great  bulwarks  of  liberty,  and  can  never  be  restrained  but 
by  despotic  Governments."  The  most  hampering  re- 
straint upon  it  is  that  imposed  by  party  pains  and  penalties. 
These  view's  were  urged  and  pressed  upon  your  commit- 
tee. A  majority  replied  that  they  had  no  authority  to  ex- 
amine, and  there  was  no  necessity  to  inquire  into  the  legal 
acts  of  the  executive  officers ;  that  it  was  notorious  that 
the  present  executive  administration  did  distribute  its 
patronage  to  presses  favorable  to  its  party  purposes  *,  and 
more  than  one  of  the  committee  was  ready  to  enter  a  oag- 
fumit  to  the  charge  of  dismissing  one  press,  and  establish- 
ing or  employing  another,  for  reason  of  their  politics.    Ac- 
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cordingly,  the  amendment  to  the  first  resolution  was  offer- 
ed, to  insert  after  the  words  *<  agents  or  deputies"  the 
words  *«  without  authority  of  law,  tfany." 

Against  this  it  was  urged  that  the  amendment  changed 
and  restricted  the  inquiry  almost  totally  ;  that  it  would  call 
on  the  heads  of  departments  to  criminate  themselves,  when 
properly  they  should  be  called  on  for  information  only» 
and  not  for  guilt ;  and  that  the  committee  would  thereby 
make  them  the  judges  of  their  own  acts,  and  deprive  itself 
of  the  power  to  judge  for  itself,  if  thoy  chose  to  respond 
generally  «« not  guilty,"  without  reporting  simply  the 
facts.  The  amendment,  however,  was  carried  by  the  votes 
of  six  members,  friendly  to  the  administration.  Every 
form  of  amendment  was  offered  in  vain  to  counteract  the 
effect  of  this  amendment,  as  the  journal  shows.  (See 
pages  5,  6,  7,  8.) 

The  second  resolution  embraced  a  subject  of  the  most 
vital  importance.  An  officer  is  one  who  performs  public 
service  and  receives  pay  or  emolument  from  the  Govern- 
ment. The  constitution  prescribes  the  mode  in  which  of- 
ficers shall  be  appointed.  The  principle  is  sacred  and  vital 
to  a  republic,  that  the  public  officers,  their  pay  and  their 
duties,  shall  be  known  to  the  people  and  their  representa- 
tives, in  order  that  they  may  be  duly  responsible,  and  at' all 
times  amenable  to  them.  It  was  represented  to  the  com- 
mittee that  many  officers  or  agents  had  been  appointed, 
employed,  and  paid,  by  the  Executive,  who  were  not 
known  to  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  and  whose  emolu- 
ments were  not  appropriated  by  bills  before  they  were  em- 
ployed and  paid  by  the  President,  without  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  or  nomination,  and  without  the  ap- 
pointment of  such  officers  having  been  vested  in  the  Presi- 
dent alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments. '  There  is  said  and  believed  to  be  a  long  list  of  such 
officers  and  agents,  almost  as  numerous  as  those  legally 
appointed^such  as  commercial  agents,  special  commis- 
sioners of  various  kinds,  with  a  large  compensation,  as 
in  the  case  of  those  to  settle  the  controversy  of  the  Michi- 
gan and  Ohio  boundary  line,  and  innumerable  other  ageiits 
whose  pay  and  service  are  never  reported,  and  are  known 
only  to  the  Executive.  It  was  proposed  to  ascertain  the 
entire  list  of  such  appointments  since  the  4th  of  Afarch, 
1829,  when  the  President  became  responsible  for  the  faith- 
ful execution  of  the  laws,  with  a  view  of  then  examining 
the  authority  of  law,  for  appointing,  employing,  and  pay- 
ing, any  oi  all  of  them.  To  this  resolution,  also,  a  similar 
amendment  was  proposed,  by  inserting  the  words,  **  if  any, 
without  authority  of  law."  The  same  objections  were 
urged  again  to  this  amendment  of  the  2d,  as  to  the 
amendment  of  the  1st.  On  the  one  hand,  it  called  upon 
the  President  and  heads  of  departments  to  criminate  them- 
selves ;  or,  on  the  other,  it  made  them  their  own  judges  of 
their  own  acts,  and  gave  them  the  opportunity  of  acquit- 
ting themselves.  These  objections  were  again  unavail- 
ing, and  the  amendment  to  the  2d  resolution  also  was 
adopted. 

Afler  these  and  various  other  amendments,  and  after 
adopting  an  additional  or  fifth  resolution,  by  a  vote  of  6  to 
2,  w  hich  was  regarded  at  the  time  by  some  of  the  commit- 
tee as  intended  to  give  the  departments  an  opportunity, 
and  to  call  on  them  for  a  labored  defence  of  the  errors,  if 
any,  of  their  administration,  the  resolutions,  as  amended, 
were  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  communicated  according 
to  their  tenor. 

These  five  resolutions  were  adopted  oh  Monday,  the 
23d  January.  On  Tuesday,  the  24th  of  January,  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  addressed  to  the  Pre»:ident  the 
following  letter  and  resolutions  enclosed  therein  : 

'•WASHiireTox,  January  24,  1837. 
<<S]R  :  I  eun  ordered  by  the  select  committee  of  the 
HoUiie  ot  Representatives  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
Vol.  XIII.— aa 


condition  of  the  various  executive  departments,  &c.,   to 
communicate  to  you  the  enclosed  resolutions. 
Respectfully,  dec. 

HENRY  A.  WISE,  Chairman. 
To  AiTDUKw  Jacksov, 

President  of  the  United  States.'' 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  enclosed  as  above : 

<<  2d.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested,  and  the  heads  of  the  several  executive  de- 
partments be  directed,  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a  list 
or  lists  of  all  officers,  or  agents,  or  deputies,  who  have  been 
appointed,  or  employed  and  paid,  since  the  4th  of  March, 
1829,  to  the  1st  of  December  last,  (if  any,  without  au- 
thority of  law,  or  whose  names  are  not  contained  in  the 
last  printed  register  of  public  officers,  commonly  called  the 
'  Blue  Book,*)  by  the  President,  or  either  of  the  said  heads 
of  departments,  respectively^  and  without  nomination  to 
or  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States ;  showing  the  names  of  such  officers,  or  agents,  or 
deputies ;  the  sums  paid  to  each ;  the  services  rendered  ; 
.and  by  what  authority  appointed  and  paid ;  and  what  rea- 
sons for  such  appointments. 

«  Resolved,  That  the  various  executive  officers,  in  re- 
plying to  the  foregoing  resolution,  be  requested,  at  the 
same  time,  to  furnish  a  statement  of  the  period  at  which 
any  innovations,  not  authorized  by  law,  (if  such  exist,) 
had  their  origin,  their  causes,  and  the  necessity  which  has 
required  their  continuance." 

On  Friday,  the  27th  of  January,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  was  called  upon  by  Mr.  Mann  to  testify  as  a 
witness ;  and  the  following  question  was  propounded  to 
him,  to  wit : 

(<  Do  you,  of  your  own  knowledge,  know  of  any  act,  by 
either  of  the  heads  of  the  executive  departments,  which  is 
either  corrupt,  or  a  violation  of  their  official  duties  V* 

Another  member  of  the  House,  also,  the  honorable  John 
Bell,  had  been  called  on  as  a  witness  before  the  committee. 

The  chairman  was  proceeding  to  answer,  when  the  prpN^ 
vate  secretary  of  the  President  entered  Uie  committee-  ^ 
room,  and  presented  a  letter,  signed  by  the  President,  as  ' 
follows ; 

**  Washiwgtox  CiTT,  January  26,  1837. 

<*SiR :  I  received,  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  instant, 
your  letter,  covering  a  copy  of  certain  resolutions  purport- 
ing to  have  been  adopted  by  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  which  you  are  chairman,  and  request 
that  you  will  layhefore  that  committee  this,  my  reply, 
which  I  hasten  to  make. 

"  It  appears,  by  the  published  proceedings  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  that  the  committee  of  which  you  are 
chairman  was  appointed  on  your  motion.  The  resolution, 
offered  by  you,  and  finally  adopted  by  the  House,  raised  a 
direct  issue  with  that  part  of  my  annual  message  in  which. 
I  held  the  following  language :  '  Before  concluding  this 
paper,  I  think  it  due  to  the  various  executive  departments 
to  bear  testimony  of  their  prosperous  condition,  and  to  the 
ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been  conducted. 
It  has  been  my  aim  to  enforce,  in  all  of  them,  a  vigilant 
and  faithful  disdiarge  of  the  public  business  ;  and  it  is  grat- 
ifying to  me  to  believe  that  there  is  no  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint, from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
Tulfilled  the  object  of  their  creation.*  Your  resolution  is 
in  the  following  words  :  <  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the 
President's  message  as  relates  to  the  **  condition  of  the  va- 
rious executive  departments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with 
which  they  have  been  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  fiiithful 
discharge  of  the  public  business  in  all  of  them,  and  the  causes 
of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which 
they  Have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  creation,"  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee  to  consist  of  nine  members,  with  pow- 
er to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  with  instructions  to 
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inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  various  executive  depart- 
roeots,  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been 
conducted,  into  the  manner  in  which  the  public  buainess 
has  been  discharged  in  all  of  them,  and  into  all  causes  of 
complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which  said 
departments,  or  their  bureaus  or  offices,  or  any  of  their 
oflicers,  or  agents,  of  every  description  whatever,  directly 
or  indirectly  connected  with  them  in  any  manner,  officially 
or  unofficially,  in  duties  pertaining  to  the  public  interest, 
have  fulfilled  or  failed  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  their 
creation,  or  have  violated  their  duties,  or  have  injured  and 
impaired  the  public  service  and  interest ;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee, in  its  inquiries,  may  refer  to  such  periods  of  time 
as  to  them  may  seem  expedient  and  proper.*  It  also  ap- 
pears, from  the  published  proceedings  of  the  House,  that 
this  resolution  was  accompanied  and  supported  by  a  speech 
of  considerable  length,  in  which  you  preferred  many  severe 
but  vague  charges  of  corruption  and  abuse  in  the  executive 
departments,  llie  resolutions  adopted  by  the  committee, 
as  well  as  that  adopted  by  the  House  itself,  must  be  taken 
in  connexion  with  your  introductory  speech,  which  gives  a 
character  to  the  whole  proceeding.  When  thus  regarded, 
it  is  obvious  that,  by  the  resolution  of  the  House,  an  issue 
is  made  with  the  President  of  the  United  Slates ;  as  he  had 
alleged,  in  his  annual  message,  thut  the,  heads  of  the  exec- 
utive departments  had  performed  their  official  duties  with 
ability  and  integrity.  In  your  speech  you  denied  this; 
you  charged  them  with  manifold  corruptions  and  abuses  of 
trust,  as  you  had  done  in  former  speeches,  to  which  you 
referred ;  and  you  demanded  an  investigation  through  the 
medium  of  a  committee.  Certain  other  members  of  Con- 
gress, as  appears  by  the  published  debates,  united  with  you 
in  these  accusations ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
their  truth  or  falsehood,  the  committee  you  demanded  was 
ordered  to  be  raised,  and  you  were  placed  at  its  head. 
The  first  proceeding  of  the  investigating  committee  is  to 
pass  a  series  of  resolutions,  which,  though  amended  in  their 
passage,  were,  as  understood,  introduced  by  you,  calling 
on  the  President  and  the  heads  of  the  departments — not  to 
answer  to  any  specific  charge ;  not  to  explain  any  alleged 
abuse ;  not  to  give  information  as  to  any  particular  transac- 
tion ;  but,  assuming  that  they  have  been  guilty  of  the 
charges  alleged,  calls  upon  them  to  furnish  evidence  against 
themselves  ! 

**  After  the  reiterated  charges  you  have  made,  it  was  to 
have  been  expected  that  you  would  have  been  prepared  to 
reduce  them  to  specifications,  and  that  the  committee  would 
then  proceed  to  investigate  the  matters  alleged.  But,  in- 
st^d  of  this,  you  resort  to  generalities  .even  more  vague 
^~than  your  original  accusations ;  and,  in  open  violation  of 
the  constitution,  and  of  that  well-established  and  wise 
maxim,  <  that  all  men  are  presumed  to  be  innocent  until 
proven  guilty,*  according  to  the  established  rules  of  law, 
you  request  myself  and  the  heads  of  the  departments  to  be- 
come our  own  accusers,  and  to  furnish  the  evidence  to  con- 
vict ourselves ;  and  this  call  purports  to  be  founded  on  the 
authority  of  that  body  in  which  alone,  by  the  constitution, 
the  power  of  impeaching  us  is  vested  I  The  heads  of  de- 
'^  '"I^Ritments  may  answer  such  a  request  as  they  please,  pro- 
videtl  they  do  not  withdraw  their  own  time,  and  that  of 
the  officers  under  their  direction,  from  the  public  business, 
to  the  injury  thereof.  To  that  business  I  shall  direct  them 
to  devote  themselves,  in  preference  to  any  illegal  and  un- 
constitutional call  for  information,  no  matter  from  what 
source  it  may  come,  or  however  anxious  they  may  be  to 
meet  it.  For  myself,  I  shall  repel  all  such  attempts  as  an 
invasion  of  the  principles  of  justice,  as  well  as  of  the  con- 
stitution ;  and  I  shall  esteem  it  my  sacred  duty  to  the  peo- 
pie  of  the  United  States  to  resist  them  as  I  would  the  es- 
^tablishment  of  a  Spanish  inquisition. 
'  *<If,  after  all  the  severe  accusations  containe<I  in  the  va- 
rious speeches  of  yourself  and  your  associates,  you  are  un- 


willing of  your  own  accord  tu  bring  specific  charges,  then 
I  request  your  committee  to  call  yourself  and  your  asso- 
ciates, and  every  other  member  of  Congress  who  has  made 
the  general  charge  of  corruption,  to  testify,  before  God  and 
our  country,  whether  you  or  they  know  of  any  specific 
corruption  or  abuse  of  trust  in  the  executive  departments ; 
and,  if  so,  what  it  is.  If  you  are  able  to  point  to  any  case 
where  there  is  the  slightest  reason  to  suspect  conuption  or 
abuse  of  trust,  no  obstacle  which  I  can  remove  shaU  be  in- 
terposed to  prevent  the  fullest  scrutiny  by  all  legal  meani. 
The  offices  of  all  the  departments  will  be  opened  to  you, 
and  every  proper  facility  furnished  for  this  purpose. 

<*  I  hope,  sir,  we  shidl  at  last  have  your  charges,  and  that 
you  will  proceed  to  investigate  them,  not  like  an  inquiaiior, 
but  in  the  accustomed  mode.  If  you  either  will  not  make 
specific  accusations,  or  if,  when  made,  you  attempt  to  es- 
tablish them  by  making  freemen  their  own  accusers,  you 
will  not  expect  me  .to  countenance  your  proceedings.  In 
the  short  period  which  remains  of  my  official  duty,  I  shall 
endeavor,  as  I  have  heretofore  endeavored,  to  fulfil  the  ob- 
ligations of  that  oath  of  office  by  which  I  engaged,  '  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  to  preserve,  protect,  and  defend,  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  ;*  and  for  this  and  other  rea- 
sons of  the  most  solemn  character,  I  shall,  on  the  one  hand, 
cause  every  possible  facility  consistent  with  law  and  justice 
to  be  given  to  investigation  of  specific,  tangible  charges ; 
and,  on  the  other,  shall  repudiate  all  attempts  to  evade  the 
just  rights  of  the  executive  departments,  and  of  the  indi- 
viduals composing  the  same.  If,  after  all  your  clamor, 
you  will  make  no  specific  charges,  or  bring  no  proof  4^ 
such  as  shall  be  made,  you  and  your  associates  must  be  re- 
garded by  the  good  people  of  the  United  States  as  the  au- 
thors of  unfounded  calumnies ;  and  the  public  servants 
whom  you  have  assailed  will,  in  the  estimation  of  all  hon- 
orable men,  stand  fully  acquitted. 

<  *  In  the  mean  time,  I  cannot  but  express  my  astonishment 
that  members  of  Congress  should  call  for  information  as  to 
the  names  of  persons  to  whom  contingent  moneys  aie  paid, 
and  the  objects  of  those  payments,  when  there  are  six 
standing  committees,  under  the  seventy-seventh  rule  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  whose  special  duties  aie  to 
examine  annually  into  all  the  details  of  those  expenditures 
in  each  of  the  executive  departments.  The  like  remark  is 
applicable  to  some  other  bmnches  of  the  information  sought 
by  you,  ample  details  in  respect  to  which  are  to  be  found 
in  the  reports  laid  before  Congress,  and  now  on  your  files 
and  to  which  I  recommend  you  to  have  recourse. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c. 

ANDREW  JA<:KS0N. 
To  the  Hon.  Hxi^rt  A.  Wise, 
Chairman  of  the  Investigating  Committee  on  the  abuses 
and  frauds  of  the  ixeeutive  departments — charged/^'' 

By  this  letter,  it  appears  that  the  President  had  been  dis- 
tinctly infomocd  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commiitee.  The 
chairman  remarked  upon  the  fact,  and  inquired  whether 
any  member  of  the  committee  had  given  information  to  the 
President  of  its  proceedings.  The  Hon.  Abijah  Mann,  jr. 
confessed  immediately  that  he  had  conversed  with  the 
President  on  the  subject  of  its  proceedings,  and  was  im- 
mediately put  under  examination,  upon  oath,  in  relation 
thereto. 

*«  First  question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Mann  : 

<<  Will  you  please  to  state  to  this  committee  all  you 
know  respecting  conversations  held  with  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  either  by  yourself  or  any  other  member 
of  this  committee,  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  of  this 
committee,  the  resolution  communicated  to  bhn  by  the 
chairman,  and  the  letter  from  him  of  this  morning  t 

"  Answer  by  Mr.  Mann  : 

**  I  saw  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I  believe,  on 
Tuesday  evening  of  this  week,  at  bis  house ;  and,  in  a  gen- 
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eral  conversation,  he  inquired  from  me  what  progress  this 
committee  were  making  under  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  ;  and  I  informed  him  that  the  chairman 
had  submitted  a  series  of  four  resolutions  of  a  broad  char- 
acter, as  I  considei^d  them,  and  that  the  committee  had 
amended  them,  with  a  view,  as  I  believed,  of  limiting  them 
to  a  more  practical  and  definite  operation,  so  as  to  enable  those 
to  whom  they  were  addressed  to  give  answers  thereto  at  the 
present  session,  by  inserting  the  words  *  without  authority 
of  law*  in  some  of  said  resolutions,  as  words  of  limitation 
and  restriction. 

*  *  The  President  then  told  mo  that  he  would,  in  proper 
time,  send  his  answer  to  this  committee,  after  "he  should 
receive  a  copy  of  the  resolutions.  This,  I  believe,  is  fully 
the  substance  of  the  conversation  to  which  I  have  referred. 
F  cannot  reaiember  the  words  used,  either  by  myself  or 
the  Prctsident.  The  President  told  me  that  he  would 
desire  this  committee  to  examine,  upon  oath,  such  gentle- 
men as,  had  charged  corruptions  and  abuses  against  the 
heads  of  the  executive  departments." 

The  minority  of  your  committee  cannot  but  remark  ful- 
ly upon  the  extraordinary  character  of  this  letter  from  the 
iVesident,  and  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  in  obe- 
dience to  its  request,  and  to  his  will  as  indicated  therein, 
and  to  a  member  of  the  committee  in  conversation. 
Though  it  is  directed  to  Mr.  Wise,  as  chairman  of  the 
committee,  whose  organ  merely  he  was  in  communicating 
its  resolutions  calling  upon  the  President  officially  for  in- 
formation, yet  it  addresses  itself  to  him  in  every  relation  of 
diairman  of  a  committee,  of  representative  in  Congress, 
and  of  an  individwil  man.  Without  stopping  to  com- 
ment upon  the  utter  impropriety  of  his  not  discriminating 
at  all  between  these  relations,  so  essentially  different  and. 
distinct,  further  than  simply  to  remark  that  this  is  the  first 
time  a  Chief  Magistrate,  in  officially  addressing  a  public 
functionary,  has  ever  lost  sight  of  the  officer  in  regarding 
the  individual  person  whom  he  addressed,  the  undersigned 
prooeeds  at  once  to  show :  That  this  letter  is  an  official 
assumption  of  authority  hy  the  Executive  cher  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  House  of  Representatives^  and  over  the  proceed^ 
ings  of  one  of  its  committees  g  that  it  is  an  official  attack 
upon  the  privileges  of  members  of  both  Houses  of  Con^ 
gress  :  and  tliat  it  opposes  an  unauthorized  resistance  to 
tliejust  powers  of  the  House  and  its  committee,  in  direct 
hostility  to  inviolable  principles  necessary  to  the  adminis- 
t ration  of  a  free  Government. 

Your  committee  has  no  power  to  speak  of  its  personal  at-^ 
tack  upon  individual  members. 

The  letter  is  official.  It  is  the  •«heplt"  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  a  letter  of  a  chairman  of  a 
committee,  covering  a  copy  of  certain  resolutions  purport- 
ing to  have  been  adopted  by  that  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  The  letter  enclosing  the  resolutions  of 
the  committee  was  signed  by  the  writer,  as  chmrman. 
The  reply  of  the  President  is  signed  precisely  as  he  signed 
the  'Mast  annual  message,"  and  all  the  messages  sent  by 
him, to  Congress;  and  was  directed  on  the  envelope,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  letter  itself,  on  the  inside,  to  the  chairjnan 
of  the  committee  ;  as  the  latter  direction,  in  the  point  and 
punctuation  of  passion  itself,  will  emphatically  show.  It 
requests  the  chairman  to  lay  it  before  the  committee,  and 
the  committee  placed  it  upon  its  journal  as  an  official 
communication  from  the  Executive,  to  be  reported  to  the 
House. 

In  this  official  letter  the  President  assumes  authority 
over  the  proceedings  of  the  House.  In  the  first  place,  he 
therein  assumes  to  bupervise  those  proceedings  He  says 
this  committee  was  appointed  on  the  motion  of  its  chairman. 
What  authority  has  Uie  President  for  noticing,  what  ne- 
cessity has  he  for  inquiring,  on  whose  motion  a  committee 
of  tbe  House  is  appointed  ? 

That  the  House  had  the  power,  to  appoint  this  commit- 


!  tee,  no  one  will  deny ;  that  any  member  had  the  right  to 
move  for  its  appointment,  it  was  once  thought  no  one  would 
oppose ;  and  that  the  motion  for  its  appointment  by  one 
instead  of  another  member  constituted  any  part  of  its  ille- 
I  gality  or  impropriety,  was  never  imagined  before,  though 
I  now  wc  know  its  paternity  constitutes  its  odium  to  the 
I  President.  Now  we  have  evidence  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  has  not  confined  his  consideration  to  the 
results  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  or  of  either  House; 
but  he  assumes  to  look  behind  those  results,  and  to  super- 
vise and  consider  what  each  House,  for  itself  alone,  by  the 
constitution,  has  power  to  determine — the  proceedings  by 
which  it  arrived  at  those  results.  He  has  not  looked  at 
the  resolution  merely  of  the  House,  bnt  to  its  mover  and 
its  advocates,  and  their  speeches  on  the  floor.  He  has  in- 
terpreted it,  not  by  its  own  words,  its  own  declared  sense — 
has  expounded  it,  not  by  counter-propositions  which  fail- 
ed, by  substitutes  which  were  refused,  or  by  amendments 
which  were  rejected ;  but  by  speeches  made  at  the  time, 
and  other  speeches  at  different  times  referred  to,  and  those 
entirely  on  one  side  only  of  the  question  discussed.  How 
improper  it  is,  and  to  what  pernicious  consequences  it  may 
lead,  for  the  Executive  tlius  to  look  beyond  the  order,  the 
resolution,  or  the  vote  of  either  House,  or  both,  the  nation 
may  clearly  infer  from  how  uhfortunate  it  has  been  that  a 
particular  member  was  the  mover  for  the  appointment  of 
this  committee  in  this  instance,  and  that  the  resolution  from 
which  it  derived  its  duties  and  its  powers  was  advocated  by 
fUm  and  his  « associates." 

Again :  The  President  assumes  to  control  as  well  as  to 
supervise  the  proceedings  of  the  House. 

What  did  the  House  do,  and  what  did  it  refuse  to  do  1 
It  referred  a  part  of  the  "  last  annual  message"  to  a  select 
committee,  witb  power  to  send  for  pkbsokb  and  pa- 
PEBs,  and  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the 
condition  of  the  various  executive  departments,  &c. 
Whilst  the  resolution  proposing  this  inquiry  was  pending^ 
an  amendment  was  offered  by  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Rhode  Island, 
to  instruct  the  committee  to  inquire  only  into  such  speci- 
Fic  causes  of  complaint  as  might  bo  alleged  against  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  administration. 

The  conflicting  propositions — ^the  one  to  inquire  simply 
whether  the  condition  of  the  departments  was  good 
or  bad,  tbe  other  to  examine  into  the  truth  or  faisehood  of 
speeifie  charges  which  might  be  alleged — were  fiilly  dis- 
cussed in  the  House  of  Representatives.  On  the  one 
hand,  it  was  contended  by  the  mover  of  the  resolution 
which  finally  prevailed,  and  by  his  <*  associates"  who  ad- 
vocated its  passage,  that  there  was  reason  to  believe  the 
adminbtration  of  the  Government  was  corrt^t,  and  the  ex- 
ecutive departments  to  be  in  the  worst  condition.  But 
whether  corrupt  or  not,  and  whether  that  condition  was 
good  or  bad,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  at  all  times  when  called  on,  to  iNaviRE  into  the 

CONDITION  OF  THE  GOTERNXENT. 

*<  That  this  Government  was  instituted  for  the  common 
benefit,  protection,  and  security  of  the  people ;  that  its  form 
was  adopted  as  one  most  effectually  secvrsd  against  ths 
DANGER  OF  MALEADMISI8TRATI0N ;  that  all  power  is  vest- 
ed in,  and  consequently  derived  from,  the  people ;  that 

MAGISTRATES  ARE  THEIR  TRCSTSSS  AND  SERVANTS,  AND 
AT    ALL    TIVTES    AMENABLE    TO    THEK."      That   if  Ucither 

House  of  Congress  could  nor  would  inquire  into  the  official 
conduct  and  administration  of  executive  officers,  the  people^ 
who  could  not  inquire  in  their  aggregated  or  conventional 
capacity ;  and  the  States,  which  cannot,  from  their  own 
organization  and  that  of  die  Federal  Government,  institute 
inquiries  at  all  efficiently,  could  never  hg  informed  of  the 
official  conduct  of  their  federal  officers ;  and  these  officers 
would,  in  effect,  become  irresponsible,  from  their  acts,  ex- 
cept puch  as'they  might  of  themselves  disclose,  being  un- 
known. 
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In  addition  to  this  general  reason  founded  upon  the 
right  of  the  people  and  of  the  States  to  know'  the  true  con- 
dition of  their  Federal  Government,  and  the  actings  and 
doings  of  its  officers,  and  upon  the  duty  of  the  representa- 
tives of  both  the  people  and  the  States  to  report  to  them 
upon  that  condition  of  Government,  and  official  conduct  of 
public  officers,  the  constitution  expressly  and  imperatively 
declares  the  President  "  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to 
the  Congress  information  op  the-statz  or  the  Uniozi  ;" 
and  thence  it  is  clearly  implied  that  the  Congress  has  the 
BioHT  TO  call  upon  the  Chief  Magistrate  for  information 
of  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Not  only  so,  but  the  coostitution  makes  the  President, 
Vice  President  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States, 
remoyable  from  office  ox  ]MPEACU]tiE!VT  *,  and  it  de- 
clares that  the  Hovsb  of  Rsfreseittatiyss  shall  have  the 

SOLE  POWER    of    IMPEACHMENT.       HoW    COUld    the  HoUSC 

ever  know  whether  the  President,  Vice  President  or  any 
civil  officer  of  the  United  Slates,  deserved  to  be  impeach- 
ed, without  inquiring  into  their  conduct,  and  knowing  its 
merits  and  demerits  ?  How  could  the  House  ever  know 
whether  the  President  had  obeyed  the  solemn  injunction  of 
the  constitution,  <<to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faith- 
fully executed,''  that  clause  upon  which  the  President  has 
been  wont  to  rely  for  the  exercise  of  so  many  extraordina- 
ry powers,  WITHOUT  iNduiRiNO'uow  he  had  discharged 
that  important  duty  1 

Further:  "The  Congress  shall*  have  power  to 
dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  re- 

SPECrtRG,  THE  TBRRITORT  OR  OTHER  PROPERTY  BELOKG- 

iKG  TO  THE  United  States."  And  how  shall  it  know 
what  rules  and  regulations  are  necessary  to  protect 
the  public  lakds,  the  public  money,  unless  it  posses- 
ses the  means  of  acquiring  the  information  necessary,  it 
may  be,  to  protect  them  from  the  abuses  and  corruption  of 
executive  officers  to  whom  are  confided  their  sales  and  their 
safe-keeping  ?  How  shall  the  House  ever  know  without 
inquiry's 

In  reply  to  all  this,  it  was  urged  that  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  the  resolution,  because  the  standing  rules 
of  the  House  prescribing  the  jurisdiction  of  committees  al- 
ready required  the  very  inquiries  proposed  by  the  resolu- 
tion to  be  instituted ;  that  the  resolution  took  cognizance 
of  all  kinds  of  comjilaints  from  all  q,uarter8,  and  there 
would  be  no  end  to  the  investigation ;  that  there  was  no 
constitutiohal  power  in  the  House  to  institute  gen- 
eral inquiries ;  that  such  a  power  existed  alone  in  the  Ex- 
ecative  as  to  the  departments ;  that  it  was  unusual  to  insti- 
tute inquiries  uito  the  condition  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments just  as  a  President  was  about  to  retire  from  office ; 
and  that  the  resolution  impugned  the  veracity  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  the  integrity  of  him  and  his  subordinate  officws. 
Such  were  the  arguments  urged  against  the  resolution,  and 
in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

These  arguments  were  met  by  contending  that  the  reso- 
lution did  not  authorize  the  committee  appointed  under  it  to 
VRY  any  officer  of  any  department,  on  any  charge  what- 
ever. Impeachment  ia  the  House  rather  corresponded  with 
indictment  at  common  law  in  the  courts.  Impeachment 
must  be  apeeific.  But  a  resolution  of  inquiry  was  not  an 
impeachment ;  and,  so  far  from  implying  even  R  charge, 
it  imported,  **ex  vi  termini,"  a  wofU  of  knowledge  upon 
which  to  found  a  charge  or  specification.  Ft  did  not  even 
necessarily  imply  an  investigation /br  the  purpose  of  find- 
ing grounds  for  a  charge.  Inquiry  sought  properly  for  a 
good  condition,  and  a  faithfui  conduct  of  public  officers ; 
and  only  exposed  a  baa  condition  and  corrupt  conduct,  // 
huch  should  be  found  on  due  and  fair  investigation.  And 
in  this  consisted  the  distinction  between  inquiry  and  inqui- 
sition. Inquisition  seeks  for  the  criminal  motives  and  con- 
duct of  private  individuals  in  their  private  affairs,  and  of- 
ten extorts  oonfeasion  of  guilt  from  pain,  where  there  is  no 


crime.  Inquiry  into  the  condition  and  conduct  of  public 
affairs  is  a  right  of  legislators,  In^isition  into  the  condi- 
tion and  conduct  of  private  affiurs  is  no  right,  even  of 
the  sovereign  power.  Inquisition  would  violate  the  4th 
article  of  the  amendments  of  the  constitution.  The  reso- 
lution of  inquiry  did  not  invade  the  security  of  these  rights, 
as  was  urged  by  those  in  favor  of  the  amendment  proposed. 
That  article  reads :  "  The  rights  of  the  people  to  be  secure 
in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and  eiSiscts,  against  tm- 
reasonable  searches  and  seizures,  shall  not  be  violated." 

This  right  is  the  right  of  the  people.  Are  the  executive 
departments  and  their  officers  the  people  1  They  belong 
to  the  people  ;  though  the  history  of  Governments  proves 
too  sadly  tiiat,  without  constant  vigilance  and  strict  super- 
intendence over  them  by  the  people  or  by  their  representa- 
tives, the  people  soon  become  to  belong  tolhem  /  *'  To  be 
secure  in  their  persons  houses,  papers,  and  effects."  Are 
the  departments  the  private  houses,  papers,  and  effects,  of 
the  executive  officers? 

Had  these  officers  the  right  to  be  secure  in  them  from  all 
inquiry  ?  It  was  thought  that  they  were  mere  trustees  and 
servants,  who  might  be  called  on  at  any  time  to  give  an 
account  of  their  stewardship.  The  inquiry  proposed  by 
the  resolution  was  not  deemed  unreasonable. 

What  were  the  standing  rules  of  the  House  ?  The  57Ui 
rule  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
*<  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  several  executive  depart- 
ments, 4rC'9  and  to  report,  from  time  to  time,  such  provis- 
ions and  arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  to  add  to  the 
economy  of  the  departments  and  the  accountability  of  their 
officers."  The  65th  rule  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Expenditures  to  examine  into  the  state  of 
the  several  public  departments,  4rc,  The  77th  rule  makes 
it  the  duty  of  the  Committees  on  Public  Accounts,  re- 
spectively, to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  accounts,  Ac, 
submitted  to  them,  and  to  report  particularly — 

**  Whether  the  expenditures  of  the  respective  depart- 
ments are  justified  by  law.  Whether  the  daims  from  time 
to  time  satisfied  and  discharged  by  the  respective  depart- 
ments are  supported  by  sufficient  vouchers  establishing  theii 
justness  both  as  to  their  character  and  amount, 

«  Whether  such  claims  have  been  discharged  out  of  funds 
appropriated  therefor f  and  whether  all  moneys  have  been 
disbursed  in  conformity  with  a]^opriation  laws;  and 
whether  any,  and  what,  provisions  are  necessary  to  be 
adopted,  to  provide  more  perfectly  for  the  proper  applica- 
tion of  public  moneys,  and  to  secure  the  Government  from 
demands  unjust  in  their  character,  or  extravagant  in  their 
amount, 

'*  And  it  shall  be,  moreover,  the  duty  of  the  said  commit- 
tees to  report,  from  time  to  time,  whether  any,  and  what, 
retrenchment  can  be  made  in  the  expenditures  of  the  sev- 
eral depaitments,  without  detriment  to  the  public  service ; 
whether  etny,  and  what,  abuses  at  any  time  exist  in  the 
failure  to  enforce  the  payment  of  moneys  which  may  be  due 
to  the  United  States  from  public  defiiulters  or  others;  and 
to  report,  from  time  to  time,  such  provisions  and  arrange- 
ments as  may  be  necessary  to  add  to  the  economy  of  the 
sn?era/ departments,  and  the  accountability  of  their  offiers." 
Such  were  some  of  the  rules,  the  standing  lules  of  the 
House ;  and  they  are  quoted  to  show  the  necrbstty  and 
the  PRECEDENT  for  general  and  searching  inquiry.  The 
second  argument  was  inconsistent  with  the  first,  that  the 
resolution  of  inquiry  should  specify  charges.  In  these 
standing  rules  were  committees  of  inquiry  instituted  with- 
out oath  or  affirmation,  or  notice  or  specification  of  charges. 
If  the  resolution  of  the  House  was  inquisitorial,  these  rules 
were,  and  had  been,  from  the  earliest  period  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  House  itself,  standtno  iNauisiTioss !  There 
was  the  duty  enjoined  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the 
several  executive  departments.  There  was  a  search  for 
ANY  and  WHATXTER  abuscs  might  be  found  to  exist,  and  a 
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report  of  them  required.  Was  it  ever  dreamed  before  that  ■ 
these  standing  rules  were  inquisitorial  ?  No !  They  were  , 
the  institations  of  wise  and  jealous  patriots,  to  insure  that  \ 
**  eternal  vigilance"  which  is  the  price  of  liberty  !  | 

To  the  argument  that  there  was  no  necessity,  however,  | 
for  the  resolution  of  inquiry  whilst  these  rules  remained,  it  j 
was  urged  that,  though  these  rules  instituted  precisely  the 
same  kind  of  inquiry  as  did  the  resolution,  and  with  no 
morfe  specification  or  intimation,  even  of  charges,  yet  they 
were  not  so  comprehensive  or  ei  tensive.  They  related  to 
the  state  of  the  several  public  separtments  only.  The 
resoli^ion  proposed  to  reach  acts  and  proceedings  of  officers 
not  to  be  found  in  the  DKPABTxsn^Ts — such  acts  as  have 
been  kept  from  the  record.  The  resolution  was  intended 
to  reach  agents  in  fact  who  were  not  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  form — ^to  ascertain  the  public  duties  performed  by 
persons  not  known  to  the  laws,  and  not  responsible  at  all 
for  any  duty,  by  bond  or  otherwise — to  find  out  by  whom 
these  duties  had  been  performed,  by  whose  order,  how  per- 
formed)  for  what  compensation,  and  by  whom  paid. 

The  duties  of  these  committees  related  particularly  to 
apprapriatious  only,  to  the  conformity  of  disbursements 
with  &ie  laws,  and  to  subjects  of  economy  and  expenditure. 
They  did  not  embrace  fully  the  delicate  subject  of  com- 
mon honesty  ^nd  purity  in  the  administration  of  the  Gov- 
eniment. 

But  the  truth  was,  these  committees  never  had  perform- 
ed* the  duties  assigned  to  them.  Some  of  the  Committees 
on  Public  Accounts  had  failed  to  sit  or  act  at  all.  They 
had  generally  been  composed  of  very  good  friends  of  the 
President  and  the  administration,  and  generally  had  shown 
their  full  confidence  in  both,  by  holding  neither  account- 
able to  themselves  or  to  others.  It  was  true  one  member 
of  one  of  these  committees  had,  during  the  last  winter,  ex- 
posed some  astonishing  items,  in  the  accounts  of  the  De- 
partment of  State  particularly ;  but,  with  the  exception  of 
his  labors,  the  country  had  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  no  ef- 
ficient superintendence  over  public  expenditures  what- 
ever. 

In  answer  to  the  third  objection,  it  was  replied  that  the 
resolution  was  no  broader  than  the  President's  own  mes- 
sage, and  used  its  own  language  for  the  greater  part.  It 
was  shown  that,  though  more  extended,  it  was  quite  as  spe- 
cific as  any  resolutions  of  inquiry  which  had  ever  preceded 
it.  For  example,  what  was  the  resolution  under  which 
the  celebiuted  Post  Office  Committee,  which  exposed  such 
stupendous  fraud,  corruption,  and  maleadministration,  was 
appointed  7 

'*  Mr.  Connor,  by  leave,  submitted,  June  26,  1834,  the 
following  resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
the  condition  and  proceedings  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
menty  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,*'  dec. 

What  could  be  more  general  and  indefinite  1     Not  to 
quote  further  precedents  from  the  journals  of  Congress, 
which  in  some  sense  might  be  extended  ex  parte,  and  in 
favor  of  its  own  power,  an  executive  authority  on  the  point 
was  cited — an  authority  which,  with  the  President,  should 
have  had  the  greatest  possible  weight,  not  only  because  it 
was  his  own,  but  because  it  was  his  when  just  "fresh  from 
the  people,*'  who  had  just  triumphed  in  a  severe  struggle 
witli  officers  who  were  accused  in  their  places  with  being  1 
corrupt,  and  whose  abuses  the  President  was  elected  to  re-  I 
form,  and  pledged  himself  to  reform.     In  his^r«^  message  \ 
to  Congress,  in  December,  1829,  the  present  Chief  Magis-  | 
trate  himself  \iM  this  strong  republican  language  : 

♦*  In  connexion  with  this  subject,'*  [frauds  on  the  Treas- 
^^!/i]  "I  invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  sl  general  and  i 
minute  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  Government,  with  | 
a  view  to  ascertain  what  offices  could  be  dispensed  with,  | 
what  expenses  retrenched,  and  what  improvements  may  be  I 
made  in  the  organization  of  its  various  parts,  to  secure  the  I 


proper  responsibility  of  .puhHc  agents,  and  promote  effi- 
ciency and  justice  in  all  its  operations.'*^ 

If  this  iKviTATiox  was  meant  sincerely,  why  jrow 
the  President's  opposition  to  a  "  general  and  minute  inqui- 
ry," when  his  recommendation  has  never  been  pursued, 
without  a  specific  bill  of  impeachment  first  laid,  which  could 
not  possibly  be  found  without  a  previous  inquiry  for  facts  1 
Have  the  uses  and  abuses  of  power  changed  his  opinions, 
or  is  it  because  he  himself  is  now  implicated  ? 

One  of  the  very  objects  of  a  resolution  of  inquiry  may  be 
to  ascertain  and  establish  facts  upon  which  to  found  spe- 
cific charges.  If  members  knew  already,  there  would  be  no 
necessity  to  inquire.  A  member  might  know,  generally, 
that  particular  information  was  within  the  knowledge  of  a 
certain  witness ;  that  witness  might  be  an  executive  officer. 
What  authority  would  the  member  alone  have  to  compel 
that  witness  to  disclose  to  him  facts,  circumstances,  partic- 
ulars of  time,  place,  and  sums — every  article  of  narration 
necessary  to  constitute  a  specific  charge  ?  If  the  charge 
should  be  inaccurately  laid,  the  probata  would  not  ageee 
with  the  allegata,  and  the  evidence  would  be  excluded, 
though  it  might  show  the  deepest  guilt  in  some  other  crime 
or  misdemeanor  than  that  charged  in  the  specification. 
Such  mode  of  inquiry  upon  specific  complaints  only  would 
be  but  a  trap  for  honest  inquirers  for  the  truth  of  good  or 
bad  administration.  Who  best  know  the  facts  which  would 
constitute  the  guilt  of  executive  officers,  superior  or  inferior  ? 
The  best  witnesses  are  executive  officers  themselves^- 
witnesses  who  now  dare  not  speak — whose  mouths  are 
stopped  by  the  hard  necessity  for  bread — whose  lips  are 
hermetically  sealed  by  an  arbitrary  proscription ! 

The  amendment  proposed  to  the  resolution  of  the  House, 
so  far  from  inviting  or  challenging  any  one  to  bring  forward 
specific  charges  and  proof,  would,  under  all  the  pains  and 
penalties  of  removal  from  office,  and  of  persecution,  after 
removal,  in  the  sanctuary  of  private  life,  ever  have  forbid- 
den the  BssT-iNPORMEs  WITNESS  of  the  truth  to  speak. 
**  Speak  ip  tou  dare  !*'  ■  **  Accuse  if  tou  dare  !"  would 
have  been  its  language,  in  tones  not  to  be  misunderstood  by 
any  dependent  on  executive  patronage. 

The  resolution  referred  to  all  time.  True;  but  the 
amendment  proposed  gave  no  time.  A  long  session  might 
be  spent  in  threading  a  dark  labyrinth  for  facts  on  which 
to  found  a  specific  complaint,  when  "a  general  and  mi- 
nute inquiry*'  would  at  once  reveal  many  facts,  and  the 
witnesses  be  compelled  to  speak,  and  possibly  be  protected 
from  proscription  by  the  mandate  of  a  summons  and  the  so- 
lemnity of  an  oath.  They  might  not  then  be  excused,  even  in 
these  times,  for  telling  the  whole  truth  in  its  proper  garb. 

The  power  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  Government 
was  proved  to  be  in  Congress,  or  nowhere  under  the  con- 
stitution. The  power  to  inquire  into  crimes  of  private 
individuals,  even  against  the  laws  and  treaties  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  exists  in  every  branch  of  the  Government. 
Whence  derived  the  Executive  the  powers  to  ferret  out 
who  burnt  the  Treasury  buildings,  and  to  reward  the  ac- 
tivo,  energetic  citizen,  whose  sagacity  and  perseverance  ap« 
prehended  the  incendiary  ?  Whence  derived  the  Presi- 
dent the  authority  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  Semi- 
nole and  Creek  wars,  and  into  the  frauds  of  officers  andui- 
dividuals  in  purchasing  Indian  reservations  1  The  power 
and  the  duty  of  every  branch  nf  Government  to  inquire 
generally  and  minutely  was  never  before  doubted  or  denied 
in  the  history  of  this  Government.  If  half  the  zeal  and  ac- 
tivity to  prevent  and  detect  frauds,  to  ascertain  and  arrest 
the  causes  of  Indian  hostilities,  or  to  prosecute  Indian  \^ars, 
had  been  employed,  that  have  been  systematically  exerted 
to  iNaviRE  into  the  political  opinions  of  men,  the  frontiers 
would  not  now  be  ravaged  by  savage  massacres,  the  nation- 
al honor  would  not  have  been  tarnished,  the  national  arms 
not  disgraced,  and  the  Government  would  not  now  be  de- 
caying with  corruption  and  groaning  under  oppression. 


20G 


APPENDIX— 2'oGafc*  cV  Beaton's  Register. 


24th  Cons.  2d.S£ss.] 


Executive  Adniinistratian, 


The  objection  to  the  resolution,  that  it  had  not  been  in- 
troduced until  the  President  was  about  to  retire  from  of- 
fice, was  not  correct,  either  in  fact  or  princple ;  that  reso- 
hition,  in  substance,  had  not  been  delayed  until  he  was 
about  to  retire ;  an  attempt  had  been  repeatedly,  but  un- 
successfully, made  to  call  upon  him  and  his  subordinates  for 
due  accountability  tlie  session  before  the  present.  But  if 
not,  it  was  thought  that  the  very  time  to  settle  the  accounts 
with  the  public  servants  was  when  they  were  about  to  leave 
public  employment.  Was  it  forgotten  how  rigidly  and  un- 
sparingly tlie  administration  of  his  predecessor  had  been 
held  accountable  by  Congress  ?  An  able  examination  of 
laborious  search,  then  made,  found  nothing  compared  with 
the  stupendous  frauds,  the  magnificent  abuses,  the  foul 
corruption,  the  secret  guilt,  the  open  and  unblushing  prof- 
ligacy and  extravagnncc,  which  arc  alleged  now  to  despoil 
our  Government  and  t4)  disgrace  lU  administration. 

In  answer  to  the  objection,  that  the  resolution  would  im- 
pnqn  the  veracity  and  integrity  of  the  President  and  heads 
of  departments,  it  was  replied  that  such  might  be  its  ef- 
fect ;  but  such  was  the  argument  of  vassals  in  respect  to  an 
autocrat.  That  the  resolution  was  not  to  try  the  truth  of 
jknusiTioNB  on  the  one  hand,  or  of  KF.LF-Acq,t'iTTALs  bn 
tlie  other;  it  was  simply  to  i:vq.vinK.  Butif  it  did  thus 
impugn  the  Executive,  so  did  the  standing  rules  of  (he 
House,  and  so  did  every  guarantee  and  security  which  had 
ever  been  provided  against  the  danger  of  malcadministra- 
tion.  That  it  was  tlic  duty  of  freemen  not  to  trust,  impli- 
citly and  ignorantly,  every  thing  to  rulers.  And  were  the 
representatives  to  fail  or  falter  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty  because  the  President,  or  any  thing  that  was  his, 
Klood  in  the  way?  There  was  no  such  thing  as  "jca/i- 
dalum  mafffiatum"  in  this  Government.  True,  members 
were  warned  that  heavy  penalties  and  curses  of  public 
odium  would  be  heaped  on  them  in  conflict  with  a  popular 
(/hief  Magistrate,  whoso  frown  has  heretofore  withered 
and  blasted  most  men  who  have  dared  to  incur  his  displeas- 
ure ;  but  with  those  who  dared  to  do  their  duty,  without 
fear,  favor,  or  afTcction,  their  sense  of  duty  was  stronger 
than  their  fear  or  their  veneration  for  any  man  or  any 
nwmc ;  they  were  consoled  with  the  virtuous  reflection  that 
they  who  iiebervkd  ignominy  and  reproach  were  not 
THOSE  who  honestly  sought  for  purity  in  the  administration 
of  the  Government  which  cnnnot  live  without  it,  but  rath- 
er they  who  seek  to  conceal  the  corruption  which  is  gnaw- 
ing on  its  vitals. 

Upon  this  discussion,  the  House  of  Representatives  re- 
jected the  amendment  requiring  specific  charges,  and  there- 
by declared  that  such  should  xot  be  required  before  **  gen- 
eral and  minute  inquiry."  The  President  has  said,  in  direct 
contradiction  to  this,  that  he  will  rifel  all  inquiry  as  he 
would  the  establishment  of  a  8f4nish  rNduisinoN,  un- 
less charges  specific  and  tangible  arc  made. 

The  House  has  declared  that  a  member  shall  not  be  re- 
quired to  prefer  an  accusation  before  he  inquires  into  I 
the  couilition  of  Government ;  the  President  declares  he  | 
shall  1)6  so  required ;  and,  if  be  does  not  prefer  charges,  or  | 
prove  them  when  made,  be  denounces  him  and  his  asso- ; 
citites  as  the  authors  of  unfounded  calumnies.  ! 

The  House  declared  that  inquiry  should  not  be  convert- 
ed into  impeachment;  the    President    declares  that  the  I 
}{ouse  shall  not  inquire  unless  it  does  impeach.  | 

The  House  declared  this  committee  to  be  xecesmirt  and 
piiopLR  ;  the  President  has  denounced  it,  in  efToc^  to  be 

VNNECEHSART  and  IMPROPER.  { 

The  House  has  said  that  the  committee  shall  have  pow- 
er to  send  for  persons  and  pa])ers  ;  the  President  has  said 
that  the  heads  of  departments  shall  devote  themselves  to 
their  public  business  in   preference  to  any  calls  for  infor-  i 
mation,  which  he  was  pleased  to  denounce  as  illegal  and  j 
unconstitutional.  j 

But  the  Pre.«ideut  has  assumed  not  only  to  supervi^^c  and  j 


control  the  proceedings  of  the  House ;  he  has  directly  as- 
sumed to  supervise,  and  has'  actually  controlled,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  its  committee.  His  letter  clearly  discloses  that 
he  had  been  informed  by  some  one,  necessarily  a  member 
of  the  committee  too,,  thai  its  first  proceeding  was  to  pass 
a  series  of  resolutions  ;  that  they  were  introduced  Ity  the 
chairman  /  and  that  they  were  amended  in  a  particular 
manner  in  their  passage.  It  was  believed  that  a  syatem  of 
espionage  was  in  operation  in  this  metropolis,  and  b«igdn 
to  be  felt  throughout  every  precinct  of  power  in  the  land ; 
but  it  was  not  imagined  that  a  member  of  Congress  on  a 
committee  would  regularly  report  its  proceedings  to  the 
President  witliout  license  to  do  so.  That  member  of  this 
committee  was  immediately  put  upon  his  oath,  and  testi- 
fied that  the  President  inquired  of  him  for  information  re- 
specting the  proceedings  of  the  committee.  If  he  had  told 
the  Chief  Magistrate  ot  all  the  proceedings  as  particularly 
as  he  did  of  some  of  the  facts,  he  would  have  informed  him 
that  the  resolutions,  which  the  chairman  introduced  to  the 
committee,  were  in  nowise  obnoxious  to  the  President's 
objections ;  he  would  have  told  him  that  the  chairman  pro- 
posed not  to  inquire  whether  he  had  done  any  act  *•  with- 
out  authority  of  law ;"  that  he  asked  not  the  President  to 
furnish  evidence  against  himself,  and  imputed  to  him  no 
guilt.  The  resolution  sent  to  the  President,,  as  originally 
prepared,  called  for  the  evidence  only  of  the  public  record  ; 
that  of  itself,  it  was  known,  would  convict  him,  if  guilty. 
What  imputation  of  guilt  was  there  in  that  resolution  \ 
Did  it  not  call  for  information  as  to  "particular  transac- 
tions 1"  Did  it  ask.  the  President  to  convict  himself  more 
than  he  was  already  convicted  by  the  record  ? 

The  President's  oityn  friends,  he  should  hare  been  told, 
interpolated  the  odious  words  *<if  any,  without  authority 
of  law,"  against  the  consent  of  the  mover  and  his  **  asso- 
ciates." The  very  informer  who  rendered  these  resolutions 
odious  to  the  President,  by  telling  him  they  were  intro- 
duced by  the  chairman,  should  also  have  told  him  that  the 
words  which  impute  to  him  guilt,  and  wliich  ask  him  to 
furnish  evidence  against  himself,  were  iktroouced  si 

THE  informer  HIMSELF. 

The  resolution  merely  called  for  an  account  of  ofiicial 
acts,  as  evidenced  by  the  public  record,  which  every  offi- 
cer is  bound  to  exhibit  when  called  for  by  competent  au- 
thority ;  the  amendment  called  on  that  olBcer  himself  to 
pick  therefrom  the  evidence  alone  which  would  conTid  him 
of  violation  of  law.  The  object  of  this  amendment  may 
have  been  to  rekdeb  the  resolution  ixpropsb,  and 
the  mover  of  it  may  have  acted  under  instructions  to  do  so. 
The  undersigned  will  not  aflfirm  this  to  be  so.  Bot  if  the 
intention  was  not  to  put  the  committee  in  the  wrong,  in 
order  tliat  the  President  might  obtain  an  advantage  over  it, 
by  having  it  fully  in  his  power  to  denounce  its  proceed- 
ings, it  certainly  was  thought  to  be  the  intention  of  the 
President's  friends,  and  it  is  but  justice  to  their  kind  feel- 
ings towards  him  to  say  so,  to  limit  the  call  as  much  as 
possible,  to  make  the  executive  officers  alone  the  judges 
OF  THKiB  OWN  ACTS,  and  to  aflbrd  them  the  opportunity 
of  ACQ.VITTING  THEMSELVES   by  simply  replying,   "ws 

HAVE  MADE  NO  APP0IXT3IENTS,  EMPLOTBD  FO  OFFICERS 
OR    A0BNT8,    PAID    NONE      WITHOUT     AUTHORITY    OF 

LAW."  The  majority  of  the  committee  took  all  means 
of  forming  a  judgment  or  opinion  themselves,  and  afforded 
the  executive  officers  the  opportunity  of  saying  generally, 
according  to  their  own  good  opinion  of  their  own  act2», 
<' WE  ARE  NOTGL'iLTT."  With  this  decided  advantage, 
sought  and  obtained  for  them  through  thbir  own 
FRIENDS,  by  amendments  which,  though  they  do  impute 
guilt,  INSURE  ACduiTTAL  by  the  accused  parties'  own 
judgment,  what  are  we  to  infer  from  their  staxdixg  mute  ? 
Now  that  the  President  has  not  availed  himself  of  this 
opportunity  of  pleading  "not  guilty,"  or  findixo  hi?'- 
sKf.F  INNOCENT,  what  mupt  the  world  infer  from  his  com- 
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plaint  against  his  own  friends,  that  they  called  on  him  to 
furnish  evidence  to  convict  himself?  Might  they  not  dare 
to  suggest  that  he  has  not  been  over-cautious  in  admitting 
that  he  would  be  obliged  to  convict  himself,  he  himself  be- 
ing the  judge  of  the  evidence  1  The  very  object  of  their 
amendment  was  to  afford  him  the  chance  of  acquitting  him- 
self; and  yet  he  complains  that  uk  caxnut  do  so,  |ind  re- 
proaches his  friends  for  seeking  to  make  him  his  own  ac- 
cuser **on  the  authority  of  that  body  in  which  alone,  by 
the  constitution,  the  power  of  impeaching  him  and  his  ad- 
visers is  vested."  Sad  dilemma,  indeed,  in  which  such 
obliging  friends  have  placed  him — forcing  him  to  admit  he 
cmtnot  acquit  himselj  /  And  one  House  of  Congress  can- 
not pass  a  declaratory  resolution  upon  the  President's  ac^«, 
without  impugning  his  motives,  because  it  is  to  try ,-  the 
otlier  cannot  inquire  into  his  official  conduct,  though  both 
his  acts  and  motives  have,  as  he  alleges,  been  impugned,  be- 
cause it  is  to  impeach  /  To  what,  then,  has  he  resolved  the 
Executive  ?  To  an  inscrutable,  irresponsible,  unchecked, 
and  unbalanced  branch  of  the  Government,  which  has  all 
the  power  of  committing  every  abuse  of  law  and  violation 
of  duty  wilh  impunity,  and  all  the  power  of  concealment 
with  certainty. 

Here  it  might  well  be  solemnly  asked,  if  his  ambition 
had  not  lately  been  sufficiently  glutted  with  humbling  the 
Senate  to  the  desecration  of  its  own  inviolable  records  for 
his  sake,  not  to  have  been  insatiable  in  seeking  to  subdue 
also  the  other  House  of  Congress,  which  is  peculiarly  the 
House  of  the  people,  and  which  for  years  has,  in  too  many 
instances,  been  more  than  indulgent  to  his  will  1  In  the 
name  of  the  country,  he  might  have  spared  some  check 
upon  the  will,  and  not  left  all  a  wreck — a  sacrifioe  at  the 
ahrine  oione  man  P 

The  President  not  only  assumed  to  supervise  the  pro- 
ceedings  of  the  committee,  but  to  control  them  by  a  bold 
request y  which  every  one  at  all  acquainted  with  his  power- 
ful influence  well  knows  how  to  denominate  an  order. 

It  appears  that  the  resolutions  of  the  committee  were 
adopted  on. Monday,  the  23d;  that  Mr.  Mann  informed  the 
President  of  the  proceedings  on  Tuesday,  the  24th,  be- 
fore the  President  received  the  letter  of  the  chairman  on 
the  same  evening;  that  then  the  President  told  him  he 
wouidy  in  proper  time,  send  his  answer  to  the  committee, 
after  he  should  receive  a  copy  of  the  resolutions ;  and  that 
he  would  desire  tlie  committee  to  examine^  upon  oath, 
such  gentlemen  as  had  charged  corruption  and  abuses 
against  tlie  heads  of  executive  departments  ,%  that  on 
Friday,  the  27th,  less  than  three  days  thereafter,  Mr. 
Mann  called  on  the  chairman,  and  on  Mr.  Bell,  to  answer 
the  general  question  **  whether  they,  of  their  own  knowl- 
edge, knew  of  any  acts,  by  either  of  the  executive  de- 
partments, either  corrupt  or  a  violation  of  their  official 
duties  1"  On  that  very  day  the  letter  of  the  President  was 
handed  to  the  chairman,  whilst  he  was  in  the  act  of  testi- 
fy ing  ;  that  the  letter  of  the  President  itself  did  request  the 
committee  to  call  upon  the  chairman,  and  his  associates, 
and  every  other  member  of  Congress  who  had  made  the 
general  charge  of  corruption,  to  testify,  before  God  and  our 
country,  whether  they  knew  of  any  specific  corruption  or 
almse  of  trust  in  the  executive  departments ;  and  if  so, 
what  it  was;  and  that  on  Saturday,  the  28th,  the  Hon. 
John  Bell  was  sworn  ;  and  the  Hon.  B.  Peyton  and'F.  W. 
Pickens,  of  the  House,  and  the  Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun 
and  H.  L.  White,  of  the  Senate,  were  ordered  to  be  sum- 
moned, upon  the  motion  of  Mann.  From  this  statement 
of  facts  it  seems  impossible  to  doubt  tliat  the  President  of 
the  United  States  did  inquire  about  the  acts  of  the  com- 
mittee, was  informed  by  a  member  of  the  committee  con- 
cerning its  proceedings ;  did  indicate  to  that  member,  in 
conversation,  and  afterwards  to  the  committee  itself,  in 
writing,  his  desire  that  it  should  call  upon  members  of 
Congress  t«>  testify  to  the  truth  of  their  speeches  made  on 


the  floor  of  cither  House  in  debate ;  that  the  member  and 
the  committee  obeyed  his  desire  and  request,  and  did  cause 
those  members,  of  Congress  to  be  summoned  to  testify  in 
the  manner  the  President  had  indicated  in  conversation  and 
in  his  letter. 

Thus  the  President  first  repelled  the  inquiry  from  the 
BTecutive,  and  then  turned  it  upon  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress.  He  firsi  denounced  the  committee  as  worse 
than  a  Spanish  inquisition,  and  then  actually  made  his  de- 
nunciation true  by  converting  it  into  what  he  denounced. 
He  condemned  its  acts  as  unconstitutional,  and  then  made 
them  80.  He  gave  it  the  very  character  he  condemned, . 
and  made  its  proceedings  as  odious  as  he  would  have  them 
to  be,  in  attacking  the  privileges  of  the  representatives  of 
the  States  and  of  the  people.  He  has  invaded  these  privi- 
leges, and  violated  the  constitution,  by  holding  membersi 
OF  both  Houses  of  Congress  dibectlt  accountable 
TO  HIM  FUR  words  SPOKEN  IN  DEBATE.  He  has  Called 
upon  them  to  swear,  before  God  and  the  country,  to  the 
tiiith  of  their  speeches  on  the  floor ;  thus  holding  them  ac- 
countable, in  the  most  odious  and  insulting  manner,  in  the 
form  of  a  test  oath.  Ho  first  intimated  his  desire  to  a 
member  of  the  committee,  who  was  so  swift  to  obey  his 
merest  wish,  that  the  chairman  was  called  on  to  swear  to 
the  truth  of  what  he  had  spoken  before  even  the  official  re- 
quest by  letter  had  reached  the  committee.  Both  his 
verbal  and  written,  his  secret  and  open  order,  were  sum- 
marily obeyed  by  instantly  summoning  hoary  and  honor- 
ed Senators  and  young  and  inexperienced  Representatives, 
to  purge  themselves  on  oath  of  their  contempt  to  the  Kx- 
ecutive !  They  obeyed — not  the  mamlate  of  the  President, 
or  the  summons  of  the  committee,  but  asense  of  obligation 
to  the  connfry,  to  show  that  their  speeches  were  not  the 
declamation  of  demagogues,  not  ad  captandum  harangue.^, 
not  merely  *<sparoere  voces,"  to  excite  false  alarms  or 
to  raise  a  senseless  clamor,  but  that  thkt  ^olsmnlt  be- 
lieved  the  truths  thet  had   uttered,  and    were 

READT  TO  seal  THAT  BELIEF  WITH  THEIR    OATHS  ;  at  the 

same  time  protesting  against  the  abuse  and  outrage  upon 
their  privileges.  Happy  if  the  oaths  of  these  witnesses 
shall  not  produce  more  direful  effects  tlian  their  speeches  ,- 
and  happier  f>till,  for  the  nation,  if  there  shall  be  another 
foundation  stone  lefl  for  civil  liberty  to  rest  on,  when  the 
freedom  of  debate  shall  thus  be  destroyed  ! 

The  constitution  expressly  provides  that  **/w  any  speech 
or  debate,  in  either  House,  Uie  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place."  The 
object  of  this  constitutional  provision  was  to  provide  for 
such  cases  as  that  now  under  consideration  :  cases  where 
the  Senators  and  Representatives  might  deem  it  their  duty 
to  comment  and  speak  freely  upon  the  conduct  of  public 
officers  and  others.  Who  now  will  dare  thus  to  speak  in 
debate,  if  he  may  be  called  by  the  President  to  swear  on 
the  holy  evangelists  to  the  truth  of  every  suspicion  which 
he  may  feel  it  his  sacred  duty  to  utter,  under  the  pain  and 
penalty  of  being  branded,  by  the  highest  authority  in' the 
land,  with  the  infamy  of  falsehood  and  calumny?  If  this 
be  tolerated,  the  Representative's  mind  must  endure  the 
weightiest  convictions,  but  his  tongue  must  be  silent ;  the 
people  must  remain  ignorant  of  their  rulers,  unless  he  have 
the  hardihood  to  peril  every  thing  personal  for  their  sake 
and  the  public  good. 

After 'what  has  been  said,  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to 
show  that  the  President  has  opposed  a  violent  resistance 
to  the  just  powers  of  the  House  and  its  committee,  in  di- 
rect hostiUty  to  every  principle  of  liberty  and  law,  justice 
and  right.  So  far  as  his  attack  h^s  been  purely  personal 
upon  members  of  either  House,  it  becomes  them  to  remem- 
ber that  he  is  honored  by  office  and  by  age.  But  the  un- 
dersigned cannot  refrain  from  saying,  that  if  they  had 
spread  before  them  the  whole  catalogue  of  executive  of- 
fences against  law,  liberty,   right,  reason,  justice,  truth, 
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principle,  precedent,  the  constitution,  and  tlie  country,  how- 
ever numerous  uid  aggravated  they  may  be,  or  have  been, 
as  the  prison-hous6a  of  the  departments  might  disclose — 
they  would  scarcely  6x)>ect  t')  find  one  more  ruthless  than 
this  official  act  of  the  President,  characterized  aa  it  is  by 
the  worst  of  principles,  prejudices,  and  passions,  t n  viola- 
tion of  his  duty,  and    injurious  to  the  public  insti- 
tutions and  to  private  persons.     The  House,  the  Con- 
gress, the  nation,  should  rebuke  this  act  with  patriotic  I 
indignation — with  the  indignation  of  freemen,  of  jealous  | 
lovers  of  liberty,  and  of  the  law  by  which  it  is  secured.  ! 
They  should  defy  it  as  they  do  treason   and  tyranny.     If  \ 
this  executive  act  and  its  principles  be  siistained,  and-  go  ' 
unrebuked — if  it  be  settled  that  there  shall  no  inquiry  \ 
into   the  condition  of   the  Government,  without  specific  \ 
charges  against  its  officers — that  inquiry  is  trial  and  in-  \ 
q uisition^— ihfxt  public  officers  are  to  be  secure  in  THEIK  ' 
departments,  and  the  houses,  papers,  and  effects,  belong-  \ 
ing  to  tfie  people,  as  private  persons  are  in  theirs — that  j 
public  officers  are,  as  the  people,  free  from  scrutiny — that 
they  are  not  subject,  neither  indeed  can  be,  to  reasonable 
accountability — that  they  must  be  impeached  before  they 
can  be  called  on  to  report  to  the  people — that  select  com- 
mittees shall  not  be  appointed  to  ascertain  abuses — that 
agents  unknown  to  the  law  may  be  protected,  for  that  very 
reason,  from  all  search  into  their  conduct — that  there  shall 
be  no  general  and  minute  investigation — that  there  is  no 
constitutional  power  in  the  House  of  Representatives  to  in- 
quire into   the   conduct  of  executive  officers — that  there 
shall  be  no  inquiry,  because  it  may  impugn  the  veracity 
and  integrity  of  the  President,  when  that  is  the  best  of  all 
reasons  for  inquiry — that  inquiries  shall  tend  to  render  odi- 
ous those  who  institute  them — that  the  Pffesident  may 


**I  wish  every  conversation  liad  or  held  with  him,  on 
all  and  every  subject,  faithfully  disclosed,  with,  the  time 
when,  and  the  place  where ;  and  I  hope  the  committee 
will  interrogate  him  as  to  every  point  or  matter  of  confi- 
dence that  ever  existed  between  us. 

ANDREW  JACKSON." 

This  letter,  it  will  be  observed,  is  dated  the  3tst  of 
January,  the  day  after  the  Senator  read  his  reasons  for 
testifying  to  the  committee.  And,  again.  It  is  shown  on 
the  face,  and  by  the  first  words  of  the  letter,  that  he  was 
quickly  informed  of  what  was  done  in  the  committee;  and, 
again,  the  same  man  communicated  the  President's  wi^hes 
to  call  on  a  particular  witness  to  disclose,  and  to  have  that 
witness  particularly  interrogated. 

The  heads  of  the  executive  departments,  in  their  replies 
to  the  committee,  followed  the  courtly  example  of  the 
President.  In  reply  to  the  letter  enclosing  the  five  resolu- 
tions of  the  committee,  the  Secretary  of  Stale  addressed 
the  chairman  of  the  commhtee  the  following  communica- 
tion ; 

**  Depautmext  or  State, 

January  28,  1837, 
**Sin:  I  had  ihe  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
24th  inbt^nt,  enclosuig  five  resolutions  adopted  by  the  com- 
mittee of  which  you  are  chairman,  directing  me  to  answer, 
as  the  head  of  this  Department,  certain  inquiries  therein 
contained.  It  is  proper  that  I  should  remind  the  committee 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  is  not  and  cannot  be  put  oflkrial- 
ly  under  the  dire(^tion  of  any  committee  of  Congress.  As 
a  witness,  he  is,  like  any  other  citizen,  subject  to  be  called 
upon  questions  touching  the  actual  or  contemplated  im- 
peachment of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  or  other  officer  of  Gov- 


supervise  and  control  the  proceedings  of  both  Houses  of  i  emment,  for  violations  of  constitutional  obligations.  In 
Congress  and  of  their  committees — that  he  may  resist  their  I  calls  for  information  even,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  head  of  this 
just  powers — that  he  may  convert  their  committees  of  in-  l  Department  to  withhold  it,  if  any  should  be  asked  for 
quiry  into  inquisitions  upon  themselves — that  he  may  offi-  |  concerning  portions  of  its  business,  until  directed  to  fumtsfa 
cially  denounce  their  proceedings,  grossly  insult  their  mem-  Jit  by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Informatioa 
hers  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  violently  trample  , Which  is  within  the  power  of  the  Department,  with  the 
upon  their  most  sacred  privileges — then  is  utterly  gone  all  I  exception  of  that  which  is  confidential,  has  at  all  tiroes 
purity,  all  honesty  in  this  Government,  its  strength,  its 
dignity,  ito  glory,  iu  freedom  itself! 

Besides  th«  letter  of  the  26th  of  January,  the  President 
addressed  another,  dated  January  dlst,  (see  6Utpage  of 
printed  journal,)  equally  reprehensible  in  its  tone  and 
temper,  and  quite  as  high-handed  in- its  assumption  of  au- 
thority.    On  the  30th  of  January  the  Hon.  Hugh  Law 


been,  with  all  convenient  speed,  furnished  to  any  of  the 
committees  of  Congress,'  or  any  of  its  members,  whenever 
it  has  been  desired.  I  should  be  most  happy  to  consider 
the  resolutions  you  have  enclosed  to  me  of  this  character, 
and  to  answer  them  accordingly  ;  but  they  are  so  presented 
as  to  oblige  me  to  refuse  a  compliance  with  their  '  direc-l 

^    ._     „ tions.'     I  am  directed  to  communicate  what  has  been  done' 

son  White,  of  the  Senate,  read  a  paper  to  the  committee,  •  by  myself  or  my  predecessors  without  authority  of  law  in 


assigning  his  reasons  for  consenting  to  testify.  -  In  that 
paper  he  used  the  following  language  : 

**  For  many  years  I  have  been  on  the  most  intimate  and 
confidential  terms  with  the  Chief  Magistrate.  Wo  have 
conversed  with  and  written  to  each  other  perhaps  with  as 
much  freedom  as  if  we  had  been  brothers:  ouch  that 
has  passed  was,  of  course,  highly  confidential.  I  should 
hold  myself  disgraced  by  designedly  bringing  any  matters 
of  this  kind  before  the  public.*' 

On  the  4th  of  February,  Mr.  Mann  laid  the  following 
letter  before  the  committee,  as  communicated  to  him  by  the 
President : 

**  January  31,  1837. 
**  To  the  Committee  of  Investigation 

of  which  Mr.  H.  A.  Wise  is  chaCrman  : 
*' Being  casually  mformed  that  Judge  White,  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  before  the  said  committee  of 
investigation  into  abuses,  &c.,  charged  against  the  execu- 
tive departments,  has  stated  that  he  and  myself  have  had 
many  confidential  conversations,  and  intimating  that  there 
was  something  that  wouhl  be  prejudicial  to  me,  (the  Presi- 
dent,) if  disclosed,  I  therefore  absolve  him  from  all  obliga- 
tions of  confidence  in  regard  to  any  thing  that  has  passed 
between  us. 


the  expenditures  of  this  Department,  within  the  period  des- 
ignated in  them.  Self-respect  forbids  a  reply  rb  to  my- 
self; as  to  my  predecessors,  I  should  not  become  their  ac- 
cuser if  I  thought  they  had  committed  errors,  and  certainly 
shall  not  vindicate  them  while  following  their  example. 
That  the  committee  may  judge  for  itself  whether  any  of 
the  expenditures  made  in  this  Department  are  contrary 
to  law,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  known  to  them,  through 
you,  the  sources  where  information  is  to  be  obtained  of  all 
the  money  that  has  been  expended  under  its  direction. 
The  enclosed  documents  will  effect  that  puroose,  and  will, 
at  the  same  time,  I  trust,  protect  me  from  any  false  infer- 
ences for  refusing  to  be  put  under  question  as  to  the  legal- 
ity of  my  own  conduct. 

**If,  in  any  part  of  this  action  of  ^he  Department,  fur- 
ther explanation  should  be  wished  for,  or  any  facts  want- 
ed, deemed  important,  and  supposed  to  be  in  its  pQssession, 
I  hope  the  committee  will  apply  for  them,  and  they  will 
be  immediately  transmitted,  if  within  its  reach. 

**  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
«*JOHN  FORSYTH. 

•«  Hon.  Henrt  a.  Wise, 
Chairman  Committee  House  of  Reps,  to  inquire 
into  the  executive  departments,^^  ^c. 
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In  reply  to  a  ffimilar  letter,  the  Postmaster  General  ad- 
dressed the  following  answer : 

"  Post  Office  Dbpartm kitt, 

February  3,  1837. 

<<SiB  :  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  enclosing  sun- 
dry resolutions  adopted  by  the  Gommittce  of  which  you 
are  chairman,  has  been  received. 

«  The  contingent  appropriation  of  this  Department  is 
expended  by  an  agent  appointed  by  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral. The  moneys  are  placed  to  his  credit  in  bank,  by  a 
warrant  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  upon  the 
requisition  of  the  Postmaster  General.  All  contiugent  bills 
are  allowed  by  the  Postmaster  General;  and  all  checks  drawn 
for  their  payment  have  his  approval  written  on  their  face, 
the  bank  being'instructed  to  pay  none  others  drawn  by  the 
agent  on  that  fund.  The  contingent  accounts  of  the  De- 
partment have  been  settled  down  to  the  1st  January,  1887, 
and  the  accounts  and  vouchers  are  presumed  to  he  on  file 
in  the  Register's  office,  to  which  the  committee  b  respect- 
fully referred  for  the  details  which  they  ask.  There  is  no 
other  appropriation  controlled  by  the  Postmaster  General, 
except  tlie  general  one  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office 
Department;  and  no  transfers  have  been  made  from  the  one 
to  the  other. 

"  These  resolutions  further  require  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments to  communicate  information  to  the  committee  in  re- 
lation to  acts  and  appointments  which  may  have  been  done 
or  made  by  them  *  without  authority  of  law.' 

"  If  the  words  *  without  authority  of  law*  are  to  be  con- 
strued as  meaning  in  violation  of  law,  the  committee  will 
perceive  that  the  report  of  a  single  case  by  the  heads  of 
departments,  under  their  own  administration,  would,  ipgo 
faetOj  be  an  admission  that  they  had  violated  the  laws; 
and  the  report  of  any  case  of  an  earlier  date  would  be  to 
make  such  a  charge  against  their  predecessors.  It  is  pre- 
sumed the  committee  did  not  mean  to  compel  the  heads  of 
departments  to  become  the  accusers  of  themselves  or  their 
predecessors;  and  that  the  words  < without  authority  of 
law*  must  be  construed  as  meaning  merely  cases  not  pro- 
vided for  in  express  terms,  but  auUiorized,  or  supposed  to 
bvt  Kutborized,  by  genera]  provisions. 
^  *<  In  this  sense  no  objection  exists,  in  principle,  to  giv- 
ing the  most  ample  answers.  But  in  this  Department  an 
answer  cannot  be  given  without  a  minute  search  through 
the  books,  and  overhauling  probably  more  than  80,000  ac- 
counts. Nearly  the  whole  force  of  the  Department  and  of 
the  Auditor's  office  would  have  to  be  withdrawn  from  the 
current  business,  to  the  iucafculaUe  injury  of  the  public 
service,  and  employed  ia  searching  out  thousands  of  items 
which  cannot  be  of  the  least  practicable  utility  in  promo- 
ting  the  objects  of  the  committee,  when  obtained.  I  do 
'  not  feel  authorized,  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  to  the  pub- 
lic, to  suffer  the  clerks  furnished  me  for  other  purposes  to 
be  so  employed. 
^'  ««If,  nowever,  there  be  any  specific  case  or  cases  in 
which  abuse  or  corruption  in  the  expenditures  of  this  De- 
partment shall  be  charged,  I  shall  consider  it  my  duty, 
when  informed  thereof,  to  lay  before  the  rommittee,  as 
promptly  as  possible,  all  the  information  having  reference 
to  the  case  contained  in  its  books  and  files.  And  if  cleri- 
cal force  adequate  to  the  object  be  fiirnished  me  by  law, 
the  specific  application  of  every  dollar  of  the  funds  of  this 
Department  will,  in  due  time,  be  most  cheerfully  exhibited. 

*<  Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

«*  AMOS  KENDALL. 

••  Hon.  Henrt  a.  Wisb,  Chairman^  4-c.  " 

In  like  manner,  the  Secrctaiy  of  the  Treasury  answered 
as  follows : 

<*TBEASDBTDsPAaTMENTy  Jan.  30,  1837. 

'^  Sir  ?  I  had  the  honor,  on  the  28th  instant,  to  receive 
your  letter  dated  the  24th,  and  enclosing  certain  resolu- 
Vol.  Xin.-#l& 


tions  purporting  to  have  passed  *  in  select  committee  of  the 
House  to  inquire  into  the  executive  departments,'  dec.  A 
copy  of  them  is  annexed. 

*'In  reply  to  the  first  resolution,  I  would  observe  thst  I 
am  not  aware  of  any  money  having  been  paid  by  this  De- 
partment or  its  agents,  within  the  period  mentioned,  to 
any  printers  or  editors,  without  authority  of  law.  All 
which  has  been  paid  is  believed  to  be  regularly  reported 
and  adjusted  in  the  proper  office ;  and  tlie  results,  periodical- 
ly communicated  to  Congress,  are  to  be  found  in  the  print* 
ed  documents.  Nor  do  I  know,  under  the  inquiry  con- 
tained in  the  second  resolution,  of  any  officer,  agent,  or 
deputy,  appointed,  employed,  or  paid,  since  the  4th  of 
March,  1829,  to  the  1st  of  December  last,  without  author- 
ity of  law.  If  the  committee  intend  to  embrace,  under  this 
question,  a  list  of  all  officers,  agents,  or  deputies,  not  both 
nominated  to  the  Senate  and  included  in  the  Blue  Book, 
though  appointed  under  what  is  considered  due  authority 
of  law,  and  wish  an  account  of  their  respective  duties, 
compensation,  and  the  date  of  the  origin  of  their  authority, 
dec,  since  1829,  it  would  probably  require  all  the  spare 
force  in  this  office  for  many  months  to  comply  with  that 
wish  in  all  its  details,  as  it  would  embrace  all  the  revenue 
officers  in  twenty  to  thirty  cutters,  all  the  agents  to 
build  tight-houses,  custom-houses,  bridges,  branch  mints, 
dl(c.,  all  subordinate  custom-house  officers,  aild  too  many 
others  for  recital.  But  appointments,  payments,  and 
vouchers,  connected  with  all  these,  appear  in  the  proper 
offices. 

<<  In  answer  to  the  third  lesolution,  I  would  obsejpve  that 
the  yearly  reports  of  expenditures  made  to  Congress^  in- 
cluding that  presented  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session,  on  the  subject  of  contingencies,  contain,  it  is  be- 
lieved, all  requested  on  this  subject.  None  of  these  con- 
tingencies, so  far  as  known  to  me,  are  supposed  to  have 
been  not  appropriated  by  law,  or  to  have  been  charged 
from  specific  to  other  objects  of  expenditure,  or  to  have 
been  illegal  or  irregular. 

*<  As  to  the  fourth  resolution,  T  do  not  recollect  any  cases 
of  the  description  there  given  within  the  period  mention- 
ed. The  cases  of  illness  or  temporary  absences  in  public 
officers  are  not  supposed  to  be  embraced  in  the  inquiry ; 
and,  perhaps,  no  such  cases  as  those  where  temporary  du- 
ties, of  a  different  character,  have  been  performed  by  some 
person  in  office.  If  it  was  intended  to  embrace  either  of 
these  classes,  I  have  no  doubt  such  cases  have  occasionally 
happened,  in  the  instances  of  clerks  and  others ;  and  any 
particular  one  designated  by  the  committee,  on  which  any 
specific  information  may  be  desired  by  them,  will  be  ex- 
plained with  pleasure. 

"  In  respect  to  the  conduct  of  any  of  my  predecessors  in 
office  in  this  Department  on  any  of  these  subjects,  since 
the  8d  of  March,  1 829,  whether  legal  or  illegal,  my  re- 
marks must,  of  course,  be  deemed  general,  in  stating  an 
impression  in  their  favor.  In  any  special  case  which  may 
be  pointed  out  to  mc,  I  might  be  able  to  offer  a  detailed 
opinion,  were  it  supposed  to  be  proper  by  myself,  and  de- 
sirable by  the  committee ;  but  which,  from  motives  of  deli- 
cacy, if  not  correct  principles  of  law,  is  presumed  not 
to  be  now  wished.  Whether  such  an  opinion  ought  to  be 
asked  of  me  in  relation  to  any  of  my  own  acts,  under  any 
of  the  resolutions,  tending,  as  the  reply  must,  either  to 
exonerate  or  accuse  myself,  is  so  questionable  under  the 
constitution,  that  I  should  have  declined  answering  it,  un- 
less from  an  impression  that,  in  such  an  event,  an  inference 
not  warrantable  by  the  facts  might,  by  some  persons,  have 
been  drawn  from  my  silence  or  refusal. 
**  Respectfully,  yours, 

"  LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

**Hon.  Hf.nrt  A.  Wise, 

Chairman  of  Executive  Committee,"* 


210 


APPENDIX— ro  Gales  Sf  Seatan's  Register. 


24th  Covo.  2d  Sxss.] 


Executive  Adminitiraiion. 


80,  also,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  replied  as  followi : 

"  Navt  D£PABTXEirT,  February  10,  1887. 

**Si]i :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy  of  certain 
resolutions  adopted  hy  the  above  committee. 

<'  These  resolutions  direct  the  heads  of  departmenta  to 
furnish  the  committee  with  statements  of  acts  implying  of- 
ficial dereliction  of  duty  on  their  part,  or  on  the  part  of 
their  predecesMora  in  office,  for  different  terms  of  years ; 
extending,  in  some  cases,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  to 
the  1st  December,  1836 ;  and  these  statements  to  be  made 
upon  general  allegations,  without  direct  charges  or  specifi- 
cations. 

■  "  The  appointment  of  this  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
condition  of  the  executive  departments,  &c.,  does  not,  in 
my  opinion,  confer  upon  them  power  to  direct  the  heads  of 
those  departments  to  make  disclosures  of  the  money  paid 
by  them  without  authority  of  law ;  or  of  officers,  agents, 
or  deputies,  appointed  or  employed  by  them  without  au- 
thority of  law ;  or  of  any  other  official  acts  by  them  without 
'  authority  of  law ;  or  to  bear  testimony  aa  to  like  misdemean- 
ors on  Uie  part  of  their  predecessors  in  office,  or  others, 
upon  such  general  suggestions  as  are  contained  in  the  res- 
olutions. 

'<  No  such  power  is  shown,  and  I  do  not  feel  justified, 
'answering,  as  I  do,  for  the  Navy  Department,  tu  acknowl- 
^-.^ge  such  a  power. 

**  Yet  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating,  in  answer  to  the 
first  resolution,  that  no  sums  of  money  have  been  paid  by 
this  Department,  its  agents  or  deputies,  to  printers  or  edi- 
^tors  of  newspapers,  within  the  year  ending  on  the  Ist  of 
December  last,  to  my  knowledge  or  belief,  without  author- 
ity of  law. 

«  Should  the  committee  think  proper  to  designate  and 
specify  any  case  or  cases  in  which  they  may  think  such  il- 
legal payments  have  been  made,  such  case  or  cases,  with 
the  &ct8  attending  the  same,  will  be  communicated  without 
delay. 

'*To  the  second  resolution,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  no 
officers,  agents,  or  deputies,  have,  to  my  knowledge  or  be- 
lief, been  appointed,  employed,  or  paid,  by  this  Depart- 
ment, without  authority  of  law,  under  tlie  direction  of  my 
predecessors  or  myself,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  to  Ist 
December  last. 

"  In  the  various  duties  of  tliis  Department,  it  has  been 
found  neceraary  to  appoint  many  agents.  Many  of  the 
dtttiM  imposed  by  .laws  upon  the  heads  of  the  departments 
must  be  parfonsed  by  agenta  or  deputies,  the  right  of  ap- 
pointing whom  is  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  obligation 
to  perform  the  duty  imposed.  Such  appointments  are  not 
considered  as  made  without  authority  of  law. 

**  To  give  the  names  of  all  agents  and  deputies  Uius  ap- 
pointed, from  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  to  the  1st  December 
last,  with  the  sums  paid  to  each,  the  services  rendered  by 
each,  and  for  what  reasons  such  appointments  were  made, 
would  require  more  labor  than  could  be  performed  by  alt 
the  clerks  in  my  office  who  could  be  spared  for  the  purpose, 
without  seriously  interrupting  the  daily  and  necessary  rou- 
tine of  business  of  my  Department,  for  the  residue  of  the 
session  of  Congress. 

**  A  report  will  be  immcdiutely  made  upon  any  specified 
case  or  cases  under  this  resolution. 

**  To  the  third  resolution,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  va- 
rious amounts  of  money,  to  whom  and  for  what  paid,  at  this 
Department,  within  the  last  four  years,  ending  qn  the  30th 
of  September  last,  for  contingencies,  are  contained  in  re- 
ports from  this  Department,  printed  among -the**  documents 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  wit : 

"  For  the  year  1833  :  A  leport  of  the  1 3th  of  Pecembcr 
of  that  year,  document  No.  14,  1st  session,  23d  Con- 
gress. 


'*  For  the  year  1834  :  A  report  of  the  1st  of  January, 
1835 ;  document  52,  2d  session,  23d  Congress. 

«  For  the  year  1835 :  A  report  of  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber of  that  year,  document  No.  43,  Ist  session,  24th  Con- 
gress. 

"  For  1836  :  A  report  of  the  31st  of  December  of  thai 
year,  document  No.  60,  of  the  present  session. 

**This  last  document  brings  down  the  account  of  the 
contingent  expensss  of  this  Department  to  the  30th  of  8^ 
tember  last.  It  cannot  be  completed  to  the  1st  of  Decem- 
ber last  at  this  time,  as  will  appear  by  a  letter  of  the  Fourth 
Auditor,  hereto  annexed. 

<*  None  of  these  payments  have  been  made  without  ap- 
propriations. 

'*  The  letter  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  hereto  annexed, 
will  show  the  transfers  made  since  the  4th  of  March,  1829, 
from  various  naval  appropriations.  These  have  been  made 
under  the  authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States^ 
upon  evidenoe  that  the  public  service  required  the  same, 
and  under  the  provisions  c^  the  30th  of  June  1834,  autho- 
rizing the  same,  except  the  last,  which  was  made  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  authorizing  the  South  Sea  expbring 
expedition. 

<*  I  am  not  aware  that  any  illegal  or  irregular  expendi- 
tures^ allowances,  or  payments,  of  any  descriptioo,  have 
been  made  at  this  Department  since  the  4th  of  Marcfa^  1829. 

**If  any  case  or  cases  of  payments  or  allowances,  sup- 
posed to  be  illegal  or  inegular,  shall  be  specified,  a  repmt 
will  be  immediately  made  upon  the  same. 

«  To  the  4th  resolution,  I  beg  leave  to  state  thai  I  have 
no  knowledge  that  any  officers,  agents,  or  deputies,  of  this 
Department,  have,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  to  the  Ist 
of  December  last,  received  salarici^  pay,  or  cmolaments  of 
any  kind,  without  rendering  service  to  the  Govemment, 
or  without  being  in  office ;  unless  this  inquiry  extends  to 
cases  or  temporary  absence  on  leave,  or  to  cases  of  tb- 
sence  from  aicknesa,  which  it  is  not  presumed  to  do; 
and  except  what  may  be  contained  in  a  report  of  GcJierd 
'  Van  Ness  and  Mr.  Kendall,  now  in  possession  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

'*  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  commissions  to  officers  in 
this  Department,  within  the  same  period,  which  have  been 
antedated,  or  of  officers  who  held  other  stations  or  appoint- 
ments. State  or  Federal,  when  receiving  pay  for  paitknlar 
offices  or  agencies,  or  who  have  been  engaged  in  private 
employment,  whilst  receiving  pay  from,  and  rendering  no 
service  to,  the  United  States. 

<*To  the  fifth  resohition,  I  have  to  state  that  I  do  not 
know  that  any  innovations,  not  anthorixed  by  law,  have 
been  introduced  or  continued  in  this  Depaitment,  within  the 
period  specified. 

*'  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient,  humUe  servant, 
"  MAHLON  DICKERSON. 

**  To  the  Hon.  Hewet  A.  Wibs, 

Chairman,  4fc" 

On  Tuesday,  January  31,  the  committee  adopted  a  rceo- 
lution  calling  on  the  Postmaster  General  for  information  is 
to  the  removal  of  the  late  postmaster  at  Stanford,  Kentucky- 
The  next  day  this  resolution  was  communicated  to  the 

i  Postmaster  General,  and  on  the  4th  of  February  the  fol- 

,  lowing  letter  was  received  from  him : 

**  Post  Opfick  DKrAHTHtsKT, 
'  February  3,  1837. 

<*  Sin  :  I  have  received  your  note  of  the  Ist  instant,  en- 
,  closing  a  resolution  of  the  committee  of  which  you  are 
,  ehainnan,  requesting  me  to  furnish  you  with  the  following 
'  papers,  vii: 

*♦  1.  The  papers  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  late  post- 
master at  Stanford,  Kentucky. 
'      ••2.  The  papers  and  letters'  recommending  the  appt^int- 
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ment  of  any  person  or  persons  other  than  the  individual 
who  was  appointed,  and  who  now  holds  the  ofiice. 

*'3.  The  papers  and  recommendations  in  favor  of -the 
appointment  of  the  present  postmaster,  Alfred  Hooker. 

•*  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  power  of 
making  appointments  is  vested  by  the  constitution  and 
laws  in  the  President,  heads  of  departments,  and  courts  of 
law ;  checked,  in  relation  to  the  higher  appointments,  by 
the  Senate  of  the  United  Sutes.  ^ 

<  <  No  power  whatever,  in  relation  to  them,  except  the  pow-j 
efto  impeach  for  corrupt  or  illegal  appointments,  is  vestecf 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  Although  there  is  noth  j 
tog  in  this  case  (so  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned)  4 
ootUd  wish  to  conceal,  yet,  believing  it  to  be  one  of  the\ 
duties  of  my  stiktion  to  regard  the  constitutional  limitations' 
of  power,  and  that  a  complianee  with  the  request  of  your 
committee  would  be  a  precedent  tending  to  subvert  them,  t 
^  compelled  most  respectfully  to  decline  it.  ^ 

*'  In  justice  to  a  persecuted  fellow-citixen,  I  deem  it 
proper  to  add,  that  Alfred  Hocker's  private  character  is  be- 
lieyed  to  be  without  a  blemish,  and  hu  qualifications  un- 
doubted ;  and  that  to  hunt  him  through  life  for  an  error  of 
opinion,  in  a  particular  case,  as  to  his  legal  power,  appears 
to  me  as  unjust  as  it  would  be  inhuman. 

**  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

«AM08  KENDALL. 

"Hon.  Hehut  A.  Wise,  Chairman,  Sfc," 

There  aro  other  letters,  but  these,  it  is  presumed,  will 
clearly  show  with  what  frankness  and  disposition  to  aid  in- 
quiry the  President  and  heads  of  departmenU  have  re- 
sponded to  the  committee.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the 
last  letter  quoted,  from  the  head  of  the  Post  Office  Depart* 
ment,  tdLes  the  monstrous  position  thai  the  House  of  Rep' 
resentativee  is  vested  with  no  power  to  inquire  into  official 
misconduct  respecting  appointments  to  and  removals 
from  office.  He  not  only  refused  to  recognise  that  power 
by  responding  to  the  committee,  but  airogated  to  himself 
the  high  prerogative  of  re^a/nng  the  eommittee,  by  casting 
upon  it  the  unfounded  imputation  of  **  hunting,  in  an 
unjust  and  inhuman  manner,  a-fellow-eitizen  through  life, 
for  an  error  of  opinion'' — ^that  *•  fellow-citizen"  a  favorite 
of  his,  the  notorious  Alfred  Hocker,  who  was  sheriff  of 
Kentucky,  and,  in  violation  of  his  oeth  of  office,  had  with- 
held the  poll  of  Lincoln  county,  in  that  State,  in  the  cele- 
brated contested  election  between  Moore  and  Letcher,  and 
who  had  been  rewarded,  as  was  supposed,  by  an  appoints 
ment  given  him  by  the  Postmaster  General,  at  Stanford,  in 
consideration  of  an  infiunous  act  of  knavery  for  *'  the  par- 
ty,** since  made  felony  by  an  act  of  the  State,  passed  in 
consequence  of  his  very  conduct  in  that  case ! 

The  undersigned  regrets  to  add  that  the  majority  of  the 
eommitteCf  also,  showed  as  little  disposition  to  pursue  in- 
quiry, and  showed  every  disposition  to  sustain  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  departments  in  their  positions,  and  in  their 
course  of  obstructing  fair  and  full  investigation. 

The  journal  will  justify,  in  almost  every  instance,  this 
serious  charge  against  the  majority. 

On  January  27th,  when  the  letter  of  the  President  of  the 
26th  was  read,  Mr.  Campbell,  of  the  committee,  submitted 
the  following  resolution : 

<<  Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  this  committee  be  di- 
rected to  ask  leave  of  the  House  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  17th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1837,  which  was  referred  to  this  committee,  the  short 
period  remaining  of  the  session  making  it  difficult,  under 
any  circumstances,  to  do  even  partial  justice  to  the  subject 
referred  to  them ;  and  as  the  views  which  the  President  has 
expressed  in  his  communication  of  thid  morning,  and  the 
iostructions  he  promises  to  give  to  the  heads  of  Uie  differ- 
ent departments^  will  bar  all  investigation,  and  render  the 
best-directed  efibrts  of  this  committee  to  effect  the  objects 
of  its  organization  futile  and  useless. 


"Which  resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  was 
modified  by  adding,  with  the  consent  of  the  mover,  the 
following : 

**  And  that,  in  making  the  motion  for  the  dischaige  of 
the  committee,  the  chairman  report  to  the  House  a  copy  of 
the  journal  of  its  proceedings. 

"  Which  resolution,  thus  modified,  was  rejected,  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  Ates— Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  Mr.  Campbell— a. 

"  Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan, 
Mr.  Parks,  and  Mr.  Mann— 5." 

This  resolution  was  rejected,  but  reconsidered  and  laid 
upon  the  table. 

**  Mr.  Hannegan  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  rejecting 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Campbell,  asking  leave  for  the  com- 
mittee to  be  diachaiged ;  which  motion  was  sustained,  as 
follows:  « 

<*Ates— Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr. 
Campbell,  and  Mr.  Lincoln — 5. 

«  Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Mann — 3. 

<*Mr.  Hannegan  moved  that  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Campbell  do  lie  upon  the  table ;  which  motion  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

"  Atks — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan, 
Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann— ^. 

« Nats— Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincohi— a." 

On  Monday,  January  30,  Mr.  Wise  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

«  Resolved,  That  the  letter  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  dated  the  26th  instant,  addressed  to  the  chair- 
man of  ihis  committee,  and  handeid  to  him  by  the  private 
secretaiy  of  the  President,  in  presence  of  the  committee,  is 
an  official  attack  of  the  Executive  upon  the  proceedings  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  and  of  this  committee,  and 
upon  the  privileges  of  members  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  opposes  unlawful  axid  unconstitutional  resistance 
to  the  just  powers  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  of 
this  committee :  therefore, 

**  Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  this  committee  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  House  his  letter,  and  the  resolutions 
of  this  committee  enclosed,  addressed  to  the  President, 
and  the  letter  of  the  President  in  reply  thereto,  dated  the 
26th  instant ;  and  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  tho 
House  the  propriety  and  neoessaty  of  adopting  measures  to 
defend  iu  proceedings ;  to  protect  the  privileges  of  its 
members ;  and  to  enforce  its  just  powers,  and  &ose  of  its 
committees ;  to  enable  this  committee  to  dischaige  the  du- 
ties devolved  upon  it  by  the  resolution  of  the  17ai  instant, 
adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives." ' 

This  having  been  laid  on  the  table  also,  on  Tuesday, 
January  31,  Mr.  Wise  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

<'  Whereas  the  second  resolution,  heretofore  adopted  by 
this  committee,  calling  for  information  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  the  heads  of  the  sevemi  execu- 
tive departments,  as  amended,  by  inserting  the  "wofds  *if 
any,  without  authority  of  law,'  did  call  upon  the  President 
and  the  heads  of  departments  to  furnish  evidence  against 
themselves  of  their  having  appointed,  employed,  and  paid 
officers,  or  agents,  or  deputies,  *  without  authority  of  law :' 
Now,  therefore,  with  a  view  to  call  for  information  simply 
of  their  official  actings  and  doings  as  public  officers,  aa 
shown  by  the  public  records,  so  that  this  committee  may 
report  the  same  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  that 
it  may  judge  for  itself  whether  said  officers  have  ac^d 
without  authority  of  law,  without  calling  upon  them  to 
give  testimony,  or  to  judge  themselves  in  their  own  cases : 
be  it 

«  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes, 
and  the  heads  of  the  several  executive  departments^  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  committee  with  the  evidence  on  files 
of  the  executive  departments,  respectively,    of  the  ap- 
I  pointment,    employment,   and    payment,  of   all   officers. 
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agents,  deputies,  or  commisBioners,  who  have  heen  ap- 
pointed, or  employed  and  paid,  since  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1829,  to  the  Igt  December  last,  by  the  President 
or  either  of  said  heads  of  departments,  respectively,  with- 
out nomination  to  and  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States :  showing  the  names  of  such  offi- 
cers, agents,  deputies,  or  commissioners ;  the  sums  paid  to 
each,  the  services  rendered  by  each,  and^by  what  authority 
appointed  and  paid. 

'<  Mr.  Mann  movecHO  lay  the  foregoing  preamble  and 
resolution  on  the  table ;  and,  on  the  question  being  taken, 
the  votes  were— 

•*  Atks— Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Parks, 
Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 5. 

•«  Nats— Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 3." 

This  also  having  been  laid  on  the  table,  the  next  day, 
February  1st,  Mr.  Wise  moved  to  take  up  his  resolution 
relating  to  the  letter  of  the  President  to  this  committee, 
which  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  on  the  Monday  pre- 
vious, and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

**  Mr.  Campliell  moved  to  amend  said  resolution  as  fol- 
lows': Strike  out  all  after  the  word  *  Resolved^*  where  it 
first  occurs,  and  before  'therefore,'  and  insert:  'That the 
answer  of  the  President,  of  the  26th  of  January,  is  not  a 
compliance  with  the  request  of  the  committee,  but  a  re- 
fusal to  furnish  the  information  requested  in  the  resolutions 
communicated  to  him  :  and,  therefore  :*  so  that  it  would 
read  as  follows : 

*<  Ruolved,  That  the  answer  of  the  President,  of  the 
26th  of  January,  is  not  a  compliance  with  the  request  of 
the  committee,  but  a  refusal  to  furnish  the  information  re- 
quested in  the  resolutions  communicated  to  him;  and, 
therefore, 

*'  Resohfed^  That  the  chainnan  of  this  committee  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  House  his  letter,  and  the  resolutions 
of  this  committee  enclosed,  addressed  to  the  President,  and 
the  letter  of  the  President  in  reply  thereto,  dated  the  26 ih 
instant ;  and  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  House 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  adopting  measures  to  defend 
its  proceedings ;  to  protect  the  privileges  of  its  members  ; 
and  to  enforce  its  just  powers,  and  those  of  its  committees ; 
to  enable  this  committee  to  discharge  the  duties  devolved 
upon  it  by  the  resolution  of  the  1 7th  instant,  adopted  by 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

"  And  the  question  being  on  said  amendment,  it  was 
adopted,  as  follows : 

«  Ates— Meflsrs.  Campbell,  Hannegan,  Lincoln,  Cha- 
ney, Wise^-6. 

**  Nats — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Parks,  Mann— 4. 

*'  Mr.  Lincoln  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  as  amend- 
ed, by  inserting  before  the  word  'therefore'  the  following : 

**  Retohedf  That  the  letter  of  the  President,  in  reply  to 
the  resolutions  of  this  committee,  is  reproachful  to  the 
House  in  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the  1 7th  of  Jan- 
uary last ;  disrespectful  to  the  committee  acting  under  iU 
authority  ;  and  an  attack  upon  the  privileges  of  members, 
by  connecting  their  speeches  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
with  the  action  of  the  House  itself;  and  proposing  that 
they  should  be  examined  as  witnesses,  touching  matters  re- 
ferred to  by  them  in  debate.  • 

"  Which  motion  was  lost,  as  follows : 
."Ates — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincohi,  Wise — 3. 

"Nats— Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan, 
Bvrks,  Mann,  Chaney— 6. 

'<  l'*he  question  recurring  on  the  resolution,  as  amend- 
ed, the  same  was  rejected,  as  follows : 

**Ati8 — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise— 3. 

"Nats — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan, 
Parks,  Mann,  Chaney— 6." 

Thus,  in  every  form  in  which  the  question  could  be 
presented,  did  the  committee  refuse  to  act  upon  the  letter 
of  the  President. 


The  journal  of  the  committee  shows,  almost  pastire, 
the  course  ofdtlay  pursued  by  the  majority  in  laying  rts- 
olatlons  of  inquiry  upon  the  table,  and  their  actual  re- 
jection of  many  resolutions  involving  subjects  of  the  great- 
est importance  and  the  most  serious  charges  against  the 
executive  departments.  (See  pages  11,  12,  13,  14,  24, 
42,  78,  108,  109,  126,  189,  of  the  printed  journal  of  the 
committee.  ^  There  it  will  be  seen  that  resolutiofis,  about 
adopting  wnich  it  was  to  have  been  expected  there  could 
be  no  hesitation,  were  almost  invariably  laid  on  the  table 
before  they  were  passed ;  these,  as  they  were  finally  passed 
and  acted  on,  it  is  not  necessary  particularly  to  refer  to. 
But  there  were  a  number  of  a  similar  character  as  to  their 
neceftsity  and  propriety,  some  of  which  were  refused  to  be 
taken  up  at  all,  and  others  positively  rejected.  To  thonr 
their  character,  they  have  only  to  be  specified. 

On  the  24th  of  January,  Mr.  Wise  submitted  the  foUow- 
ing  resolution : 

"  Retoked,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  fiiccted  to 
furnish  this  commiuee  with  all  correspondence,  letters,  or 
papers,  on  the  files  of  the  War  Department,  or  in  his  poa- 
session  officially,  respecting  or  relating  to  the  war  in  Flori- 
da with  the  Seminole  Indians ;  and,  also,  respecring  or  re- 
lating to  the  raising  and  paying  volunteers  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Southwestern  frontier,  under  General  Gaines." 

This  was  laid  upon  the  table  until  February  3d,  when 
Mr.  Wise  moved  to  take  it  up.  The  motion  was  rejected 
by  the  following  vote  : 

"  Atbs — Messrs.  Hannegan,  Campbell,  JJneoln, 
Wise— 4. 

« '  Nats  -  -Messra.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Parks,  Maim-^. " 

Thus  a  subject  which  liad  caused  two  courts  of  inquity 
to  be  ordered  by  the  President  himself— which  had  called 
two  major  generals  of  the  army  from  their  posts,  for  th«r 
conduct  to  be  subjected  to  severe  scrutiny — ^before  one  of 
which  courts  a  gallant  officer.  General  Duncan  Clinch, 
who  had  borne  himself  like  a  patriot  soldier  in  the  caai- 
paign,  and  who  had,  as  all  admit,  done  his  duty  in  the 
war,  had  in  substance  declared,  on  oath,  that  the  failure  of 
the  campaigns  against  the  Creek  and  Seminole  Indians  irat 
to  he  aiiributed,  not  to  those  generals,  but  to  tbenegleeto/ 
the  War  Department,  This  subject  of  inquiry,  we  repeat, 
was  refused  to  be  taken  up  by  the  majority. 

Again  :  The  majority  having  perverted  the  first  of  the 
four  resolutions  sent  to  the  President  and  heads  of  depart- 
ments, by  inserting  therein  the  words  "  without  auihority 
of  law,**  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  direct  vote  of  the  oommit- 
tee  upon  the  subject  of  executive  patronsge  to  Ae  public 
press,  Mr.  Wise,  on  the  24th  January,  o&red  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  heads  of  the  several  departments  be 
directed  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a  statement  show- 
ing the  amount  of  patronage  per  annum  in  the  ezeeutive 
departments,  respectively,  to  the  press  of  the  oo«Btiy« 
taking  the  year  ending  the  30th  September,  1836 ;  show- 
ing the  sums  of  money  paid  within  that  year  by  aueh  de- 
partments, respectively,  their  agents  or  deputies^  to  print- 
ers or  editors  of  newspapers ;  specifying  the  names  end 
places  of  the  publication  of  the  newspapers  owned  or  pub- 
lished by  them,  and  showing  the  services  and  considera- 
tions for  which  such  sums  have  been  paid ;  giving  each 
item  as  stated  in  the  accounts  of  such  printer  or  editor.** 

This  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table,  upon  the  express 
ground  that  the  departments  were  not  accountable  fat  the 
use  or  the  abuse  of  their  patronage  to  the  press,  provided 
that  they  kept  within  the  letter  of  the  law. 

Again  :  On  the  25th  of  January,  Mr.  Campbell  submit- 
ted the  following  resolution : 

"  Resolved^  That  any  member  having  cause  for  believ- 
ing that  abuses  exist,  or  have  existed,  since  the  4th  of 
March,  1829,  in  any  department  of  the  Government ;  that 
fraud  or  peculation  is,  or  has  been,  pnictiaed  hy  any  ^ 


APPENDIX— 7V>  Gale9  Sf  Seaton'a  Register, 


213 


Exeatttve  Administration. 


[24th  CoHO.  2d  8ms. 


the  agents  of  the  Government,  since  the  4th  of  March, 
1829 ;  and  shall,  upon  such  cause  or  belief  make  a  mo- 
tion, or  move  a  resolution  of  inquiry,  this  committee  will 
adopt  the  motion  or  the  resolution  of  inquiry  ;  the  respon- 
sibility of  instituting  the  inquiry  resting  on  the  moTer  of 
the  resolution  or  motion. 

**  Mr.  Pearce  moved  to  amend  the  foregoing  resolution  by 
striking  out  the  words  <  the  responsibility  of  instituting  the 
inquiry  resting  on  the  mover  of  the  resolution  or  motion ;' 
which  motion  was  negatived,  as  follows  : 

««  At£s — Mr.  PearcP,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr. 
Chaney — 4. 

**Nats — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Lincoln, 
Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Wise — 5. 

**  Mr.  Muhlenberg  moved  to  insert  between  the  words 
'that*  and  'abuses,'  in  the  foregoing  resolution,  the  word 
'  particular,'  so  as  to  read  '  particular  abuses ;'  which  mo- 
tion was  negatived,  as  follows : 

**  Atss — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr. 
Chaney — 4. 

*<  Nats — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr. 
Wise,  Mr.  Hannegan — 5. 

<<Mr.  Pearce  moved  to  lay  the  sud  resolution  on  the 
table ;  which  was  affirmed,  as  follows : 

«*  Axis — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan, 
Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 6. 

"  Nats— Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 8." 

Again :  On  the  28th  of  January,  Mr.  Campbell  ofiered 
the  following  resolution,  which  necessarily  grew  out  of  dis* 
cussions  before  the  committee : 

<<  Resohtd^  That  in  future,  whenever  a  member  of  this 
committee,  upon  his  own  knowledge,  or  upon  information 
derived  from  others,  shall  give  information  of  any  spe- 
cific charge  of  abuse  or  corruption  in  any  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  and  name  a  witness  or  witnesses 
to  substantiate  such  charge  or  charges,  this  committee  will 
forthwith  proceed  to  the  investigation  of  such  charge  or 
charges,  and  to  the  examination  of  such  witness  or  wit- 
nesses as  may  be  named  by  the  member  giving  information 
of  such  charge  of  abuse  or  corruption. 

"  On  motion  of  Mr.  Mann,  the  foregoing  resolution  was 
laid  upon  the  table,  as  follows  : 

«  Ates — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan, 
Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann — 6. 

"Nats— Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln— 3." 

Thus  the  committee,  by  its  proceedings,  expressly  refu- 
sed to  declare  either  that  it  would  act  upon  motions  or  reso- 
lutions of  inquiry,  or  that  it  would  proceed  to  investigate 
specific  charges,  even  of  abase  or  corruption  in  any  execu- 
tive department  of  the  Government,  or  examine  witnesses 
touching  them. 

On  the  1st  of  February,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

'^Resohed^  That,  before  any  witness  or  witnesses  be 
sworn,  the  member  at  whose  instance  he  or  they  were  call- 
sed  shall  state,  in  writing,  the  purpose  for  which  he  or  they 
Were  severally  called  as  witnesses,  the  matters  to  which  he 
or  they  are  expected  to  testily,  and  the  charges  which  he 
or  they  are  expected  by  the  member  to  sustain  against  the 
executive  departments,  or  either  of  them,  or  against  any  of- 
ficer or  officers,  agent  or  agents,  or  either  of  them,  by  fact 
vvithin  his  or  her  personal  knowledge. 

*'  Which  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

•*Atbs — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr. 
liincoln,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campbell— 6. 

M  Nats— Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Wise— 2. 

«  Mr.  Wise  submitted  the  following : 

"Mr.  Wise,  in  compliance  with  the  conditions  of  the 
resolution  of  this  committee,  of  this  day,  requiring  the  mem- 
ber at  whose  instance  a  witness  is  called  to  state  the  rea- 
sons of  calling  upon  him  to  testify,  assigns  the  following 
reasons: 


"  Ist.  The  purpose  for  which  he  (the  member)  has  call- 
ed upon  the  witnesses  summoned  and  requested  to  attend 
at  his  instance  is,  that  said  witnesses  may  be  sworn  to  testify, 
and  the  truth  to  say,  touching  the  inquiries  of  this  commit- 
tee directed  by  the  resolution  of  the  House. 

"  2.  The  matters  to  which  they  are  expected  to  testify 
are  matters  within  their  knowledge,  severally,  concerning 
the  condition  of  the  various  executive  departments,  the 
ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been  conducted, 
and  concerning  all  matters  eiirtiiweud  in  said  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

"  3d.  The  charges  against  the  executive  departments, 
and  their  officers  or  agents,  which  they  are  expected  by  th^ 
member  to  sustain,  are  charges  of  violation  of  duty  ;  of  cor- 
rupt violation  of  duty,  in  abusing  legal  authoftty,  in  cor- 
rupting and  subsidizing  the  public  press ;  in  removing  faith- 
ful officers  for  opinion's  sake ;  in  retaining  corrupt  and  fraud- 
ulent officers  in  place,  knowing  of  their  malfeasance  and 
malversation  in  office ;  in  appointing  and  paying  agents  of 
various  descriptions ;  in  making  unjust  and  exorbitant  al- 
lowance for  services  to  political  favorites ;  in  paying  a  Treas- 
ury warrant  which  was  gambled  away  by  a  disbursihg  of- 
ficer ;  in  allowing  an  account  which  had  virtually  been  dis- 
allowed, and  then  paying  it,  after  iti  allowance  had  been 
forged,  without  causing  the  offender  to  be  prosecuted  ;  in 
allowing  Government  officers  to  organize  political  societies 
to  influence  elections ;  in  speculating  on  the  offices  of  the 
Government  and  on  the  public  property ;  in  interfering  with 
the  proceedings  of  Congress  in  an  improper  manner ;  and 
concerning  various  other  matters  upon  which  charges  of 
equal  weight  may  be  founded,  if  they  are  ascertained  by 
the  evidence. 

«  And  the  question  being  whether  tiie  foregoing  reasons, 
as  assigned  by  the  chairman,  are  a  compliance  with  the 
conditions  of  the  resolution,  it  was  carried  m  the  affirma- 
tive, as  follows : 

"  Atis — ^Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Wise 
—7. 

"Nat— Mr.  Park*— I." 

On  the  14  th  of  February,  Mr.  Pearce  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  this  committee,  in  discharging  their 
duties  under  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  January  17,  will  not,  in  the  absence  of  definite,  speci- 
fied charges  of  corruption  and  abuses,  inquire  into  the  rea- 
sons of  the  Executive,  or  the  heads  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments, fur  appointments  to  or  removals  from  office. 

"  Mr.  Wise  moved  an  amendment,  as  follows  : 

"  Resolved,  That  whenever  definite  and  specific  charges 
are  made  that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  either 
ofthe  heads  of  departments,  have  removed  efficient  and 
faithful  officers  without  just  cause  of  complaint,  and  ap- 
pointed others  iii  their  places,  for  opinion's  sake,  or  on  ac- 
count of  party  services,  this  committee  will  inquire  into  such 
definite  and  specific  charges,  to  ascertain  how  far  the  Pres- 
ident or  heads  of  departments  have  abused  their  authority 
to  appoint  and  remove  officers ;  and  to  what  extent  such 
appointments  and  removals  have  tended  to  restrain  and 
trammel  the  freedom  of  opinion ;  to  affect  the  freedom  and 
purity  of  elections  in  this  country ;  to  punish  individuals  for 
the  exercise  of  that  freedom  ;  and  to  corrupt  and  enslave 
public  officers  who  hold,  and  private  individuals  who  seek, 
places  under  this  Government 

"The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Wise's  amendment, 
it  was  rejected,  as  follows : 

"Ates — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 

"Nats — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Parks,  Mann, 
Chaney— 6. 

"  The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion offered  by  Mr.  Pearce,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, as  foflows : 
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"Atxs — Messrs.  Pearoe,  Muhlenberg,  Parks,  Mann, 
Chancy — 6. 

«*  Nats— Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise— 3." 

On  the  1 6th  of  February,  Mr.  Wise  oflered  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

**  Retolvedf  That  this  committee  will  inquire  whether 
the  executive  officers,  or  either  of  them,  have  established, 
or  assisted  in  establishing,  presses  or  newspapers,  for  party 
purposes,  and  given  pledges  to  the  proprietors  thereof  of 
the  Government  patronage,  and  have  performed  those 
pledges  by  giving  such  presses  or  papers  the  patronage  of 
the  Government ;  and  whether  the  public  printing  has  been 
taken  from  long  established  presses  or  papers,  with  numer- 
ous subscriben,  and  given  to  such  presses  and  papers  new- 
ly established,  with  pledges  of  the  Government  patronage, 
without  subscribers. 

<<  Which  resolution  was  rejected,  as  follows: 

•*Ayks — Messrs.  Campbell,  Wise— 2. 

•«  Nats — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Mann— 3." 

On  die  4th  of  February,  Mr.  Wise  offered  the  following 
resolution  : 

«  Resolved,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasuxy  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  committee  with  the  originals  or 
copies  of  all  letters,  papers,  reports,  or  correspondence,  on 
the  files  of  the  Treasury  Department,  or  in  his  possession, 
in  relation  to  the  official  acts  of  himself,  or  of  the  collector 
at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  in  removing  David  Melvill  from 
the  office  of  weigher  and  gauger  at  thst  place. 

'*  Mr.  Mann  offered  the  following  amendment :  Add  at 
the  end  of  the  resolution,  <  except  such  as  have  heretofore 
been  communicated  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States ;  and 
except  such,  also,  as  are  of  a  confidential  character.' 

*'  Which  amendment  was  rejected,  as  follows : 

"At— Mr.  Mann— 1. 

**Nats — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Campbell,  Parks,  Lin- 
coln, Chaney,  Wise— 6. 

*'  The  question  lecurring  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion, the  same  was  rejected,  as  follows : 

**  At«s — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 

**Nat8 — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Parks,  Mann,  Cha- 
ney—4." 

Thus  it  clearly  appears,  by  these  proceedings,  that  the 
committee  efficiently  seconded  the  views  of  the  President 
and  heads  of  departments,  and  practically  carried  them  out. 
Ist.  The  member  of  the  committee,  at  whose  instance  a  wit- 
ness was  called,  was  required  to  state  in  writing  the  charges 
witness  was  expected  to  sustain.  2d.  The  committee  posi- 
tively determined  that  it  would  not,  in  the  absence  of  defi- 
nite, specified  charges  of  eorrtiption  and  abuses,  inquire 
into  the  reasons  of  the  Executive,  or  heads  of  executive  de- 
partments, for  appointments  to  or  removals  from  office, 
in  direct  contradicUon  to  the  decision  of  the  House,  which 
rejected  the  amendment  requiring  specific  charges.  3d. 
It  decided  that  when  dsfistits  and  specific  charges  wxbx 
made  of  gorruptioit  and  abuses  in  appointments  to  and 
removals  from  office,  and  in  subsidizing  die  public  press,  it 
would  not  inquire  into  them ;  and  4lh.  When  such  speci- 
fic charges  were  made,  as  they  were  in  the  cases  of  ap- 
pointing Alfred  Hocker  to  and  removing  David  Melvill 
from  office,  and  as  in  establishing  newspapers  with  the 
public  money,  the  committee  refused  to  inquire  into  them, 
and  to  examine  witnesses  in  relation  to  them. 

Such  will  dearly  illustrate  the  principles  upon  which 
the  committee  proceeded  in  instituting  inquiries  into  the 
condition  of  the  various  executive  departments  by  bxso- 

I.UTI0X8. 

The  questions  which  the  majority  refused  to  propound  to 
witnesses^  when  called,  will  show  Uiat  they  went  even  still 
further  in  shielding  the  executive  departments  and  officers 
from  full  and  fair  investigation. 

Notwithstanding  the  principles  of  the  majority,  as  illus- 
trated by  the  foregoing  ^resolutions  and  votes,  as  to  ipx- 


ciric  and  definite  investigation,  the  very  first  question  pro- 
pounded by  them  in  committee  was  so  vsgue  and  indefinite, 
so  intangible  and  abstract,  that  one  of  the  most  intelligent 
and  respectable  witnesses  first  called,  the  Hon.  James  Par- 
ker,  of  New  Jersey,  who  did  know  of  a  specific  act  of  the 
worst  corruption  and  abuse  in  one  or  the  other,  or  both  the 
President  and  SecreUiy  of  the  Treasury,  could  not  answer 
it  on  account  of  its  general  form. 

« First  question  by  Mr.  Mann  to  Mr.  Parker: 

«  Do  you,  of  your  own  knowledge,  know  of  any  act,  by 
either  of  the  heads  of  the  executive  departments,  wbic^  it 
either  corrupt  or  a  violation  of  their  official  duties  ? 

**Mr.  Parker  presented  the  following  objections  to  an- 
swering : 

*<  I  do  not  understand  this  question  sufficiently  to  enable 
me  to  answer  it  in  this  general  form.  I  came  here  by  or- 
der of  the  committee,  neither  as  accuser  nor  to  accuse;  and 
I  consider  myself  bound  to  answer  questions  on  those  points 
only  to  which  my  attention  is  directed  by  the  committee. 

«  Mr.  Pearce  moved  that  the  objection  of  Mr.  Paiker  to 
answering  the  question  be  overruled,  and  that  he  be  re- 
quired to  answer  the  same. 

"Mr.  Mann,  upon  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Wise,  with- 
drew his  question,  to  enable  Mr.  Wise  to  examine  Mr. 
Parker  as  to  the  specific  acts ;  and  Mr.  Pearce  accordingly 
withdrew  his  motion." 

But  that  question  was  repeatedly  put  to  other  witnessej>, 
with  the  obnoxious  view  of  proving  KxeATiTSLT  a  general 
good  character  of  the  administration,  or  of  making  eeitain 
witnesses  purge  themselves  of  certain  charges  against  tlist 
diaracter.  Not  only  was  this  general  question  propound- 
ed, but  when  Messrs.  White,  Peyton,  and  Pickens,  were 
called,  Mr.  Mann  stated  the  reasons  in  writin^f  for  calling 
them — his  specifications  of  reasons  were : 

«  I.  That  the  purpose  for  which  he  has  desired  the  hon- 
orable witnesses  named  in  the  said  resolution  to  be  sworn 
is,  to  prosecute  the  inquiries  directed  by  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  1 7th  of  January  inatsnt. 

<*  2.  The  matters  to  which  they  are  expected  to  testify 
are,  facts,  if  any  they  know,  respectively,  of  their  own 
knowledge,  which  will  show  a  wilful  violation  of  the  duties 
of  the  heads  of  the  respective  executive  departments  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  or  the  subordinate  officers 
connected  with  such  departments,  or  either  of  them. 

«3.  l*he  <  charges  against  the  executive  departments,* 
which  it  Lb  expected  they  will  sustain  by  facts  within  their 
own  knowledge,  are  corrupt  violations  of  official  duties. 

**The  question  being  stated,  whether,  in  the  foregoing 
specificationi^  Mr.  Mann  has  complied  with  the  requisition 
of  the  resolution  calling  for  the  same,  and  whether  the  wit- 
nesses present  shall  be  sworn,  those  who  voted  in  the  affir- 
mative were : 

•*  Atks — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney— 3. 

<*  Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were : 

"Nats- Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Lincoln — 5. 

*<  So  it  was  decided  that  said  specification  does  not  com- 
ply with  the  requisition  of  the  resolution. 

<*  The  honorable  Francis  W.  Pickens,  a  member  of  the 
House,  summoned  as  a  witness,  read  to  the  committee  a 
paper,  which  he  denominated  a  protest  sgaiust  his  bemg 
examined  as  a  witness ;  and  which,  when  he  should  be  call- 
ed upon  to  be  sworn,  he  said  he  would  submit  to  be  placed 
upon  their  files. 

**  Mr.  Mann  submitted,  m  compliance  with  tlie  requisi- 
tion of  the  last  meeting,  for  specifications  as  to  the  grounds 
of  summoning  the  witnesses  in  attendance,  the  following, 
viz: 

*<  Second  specifiealions  by  Mr,  Mann. 

<<  Mr.  Mann,  in  compliance  with  the  conditions  of  the 
resolutions  of  this  committee  of  the  28th  instant,  states,  in 
writing,  again : 
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« 1.  That  the  specific  parpoMs  for  which  he  hat  deaired 
the  honorable  witneaaes  named  in  the  said  reaolultion  to  be 
summoned  are,  to  prosecute  the  inquiries  specified  and  di- 
rected by  the  resolation  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  of 
the  17th  January  instant. 

*<  2d.  The  matters  to  which  they  are  expected  to  testify 
are,  &cts  within  their  own  knowledge,  if  any  they  know, 
severally,  of  their  own  knowledge,  concerning  the  condition 
of  the  various  executive  departments ;  the  abiUty  and  in- 
tegrity with  which  they  have  been  conducted ;  the  manner 
in  wUch  the  public  business  has  been  conducted  in  all  of 
them ;  the  failure  of  such  departments  to  accomplish  the 
objects  of  their  creation ;  the  violation  of  the  official  duties 
of  the  said  departments,  respectively. 

"3.  The  charges  against  the  executive  departments, 
which  it  is  expected  they  will  sustain  by  Acts  within  their 
own  knowledge,  are  charges  of  corrupt  violations  of  official 
duties,  abuses  in  the  administration  of  the  public  affairs, 
with  which  such  departments  are  charged  by  law  and  the 
constitution. 

'*  And  the  question  being,  <  Is  the  assignment  of  reasons 
for  summoning  said  witnesses  sufficient,  and  in  compli- 
ance with  the  resolutions  of  the  committee  ?*  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows  : 

"Atss — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Mann, 
Mr.  Chaney,  and  Mr.  Wise — 5. 

«NAT8--Mr.  Muhlenbefg  and  Mr.  Parks~2." 

Such  is  a  specimen  of  the  specific  examination  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  and  members  of  the  House,  who  had 
been  called  at  the  request  of  the  President  to  purge  them- 
selves of  all  contempt  to  his  administration ! 

When  another  class  of  v^itnesses  was  called,  some  from 
the  departments,  others  from  a  great  distance,  to  testify  of 
acts  of  corruption  and  abuse,  as  notorious  in  this  metrojk)- 
lis  as  the  noon-tide  sun,  acts  named  and  specified  before 
the  committee  until  reiteration  became  tiresome,  the  ma- 
jority became  more  strict  aiid  contracted  in  the  investiga- 
tion. 

*'  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Buck  : 

*<  14.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  patronage  of  the  War 
Department  to  the  press,  and  the  principle  upon  which 
printers  are  selected  to  do  the  public  printing ;  whether 
they  are  selected  on  accoant  of  their  political  opinions  ? 

**  This  question  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks ;  and  on 
the  question  being  put.  Shall  the  question  be  propounded  ? 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

"Axxs^Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 3. 

«  Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan, 
Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Chanev— 6. 

«  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Buck  : 

"15.  Do  you  know,  or  are  you  informed,  whether  any 
of  the  heads  of  departments,  or  any  officer  or  agent  there- 
of, has  been,  or  is  now,  interested  iii  Indian  reservations  ! 

«  Answer  by  Mr.  Buck  :  I  do  not  know,  neither  have  I 
been  informed,  that  any  one  of  the  heads  of  departments  is 
now,  or  ever  has  been,  interested  in  Indian  reservations ; 
neither  do  I  know  that  any  officer  or  agent  of  either  de- 
partment has  ever  been,  or  is  now,  so  interested. 

«  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Buck: 

"16.  Do  you  know,  or  are  you  informed,  whether  any 
of  the  heads  of  the  executive  departments,  or  any  officer  or 
agent  thereof,  has  been  interested  iu  the  purchase  of  public 
lands? 

"This  question  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks;  and  the 
question  being  put,  Shall  the  interrogatory  be  propounded  ? 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

"Ayes— Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mi.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Hannegan — 5. 

"  Nats— Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Chaney,  Mr. 
Mann — 4. 

**  Answer  to  question  16  by  Mr.  Buck :  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  facts  mentioned  in  the  above  interroga- 


tory ;  neither  have  I  any  information  in  relation  to  the  same, 
except  such  as  is  derived  from  the  newspapers  of  the  day. 

"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Buck : 

«  Do  you  know  upon  what  principle  public  officers  are 
appointed  to  and  removed  from  office,  in  the  several  exec- 
utive departments ;  whether  appointments  or  removals  are 
not  made  in  regard  to  the  politit^  opinions  of  officers  t 

"  This  question  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Pearce ;  and  on 
the  question  bebg  taken.  Shall  the  interrogatory  be  pro- 
pounded 1  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

"Atxs — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincohi,  Mr.  Wise— 3. 

"  Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan, 
Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 6. 

"  W.  J.  Duane  (late  Secretery  of  the  Treasury)  appear- 
ed as  a  witness. 

"  Mr.  Wise  submitted  the  following  question,  to  be  pro- 
posed to  said  witness,  viz: 

"1.  Will  you  please  to  state  all  that  you  know  respect- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
removing  the  public  money  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  year  1833 1 

"The  question  being  objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  the 
question  stated.  Shall  said  interrogatory  be  propounded  ?  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows  ; 

"  At  as— Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln, 
Mr.  Wise— 4. 

"Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr. 
Mann — 4. 

"Mr.  Wise  then  submitted  tlie  following  question,  to  be 
propounded  to  the  witness,  viz : 

"2.  Do  you  know  whether  the  President  consulted  or  ad  - 
vised  with  Reuben  M.  Whitney  or  Amos  Kendall  as  to 
that  measure,  arid  what  influence  those  persons  had  upon 
the  President  in  taking  that  step  ? 

" Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann;  and  the  question  being 
stated.  Shall  said  interrogatory  be  propiiunded  ?  it  was  de- 
cided  in  the  negative^  as  follows : 

"  Atxs — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 3. 

"  Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan, 
Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann— 5. 

"  Mr.  Wise  also  submitted  the  following,  to  be  propound- 
ed to  the  witness :  . 

"  3.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  tliat  your  official  rela- 
tions to  the  Government  were  disturbed  by  the  active  in- 
terference of  said  Whitney  and  Kendall,  or  either  of  them, 
with  the  opinions  of  tlio  President  in  relation  to  that 
measure  1 

"  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Maim ;  and  the  question  being 
stated.  Shall  said  interrogatory  be  propounded  ?  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

"  Atbs — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 3. 

<*Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr. 
Mann,  Mr.  Muhlenberg — 5. 

"  Quesrion  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Woodbury  : 

"2.  Will  you  please  furnish  this  committee  with  a 
copy  or  copies  of  the  papers  in  tlie  Treasury  Department  or 
in  your  possession,  particularly  the  report  of  Mr.  Little- 
field,  the  collector,  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  David 
Melvill  from  the  office  of  weigher  and  ganger  at  New- 
port, Rhode  Island  1 

"Objected  to  By  Mr.  Mann ;  and  on  the  question  being 
stated.  Shall  said  interrogatory  be  propounded  ?  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  as  follows  : 

"  Atxs — Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln, 
Mr.  Wi^e— 4. 

«*  Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr. 
Parks,  Mr.  Chaney— 5. 

"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Woodbury  : 

**  3.  Please  state  all  that  you  know  in  relation  to  the 
removal  of  David  Melvill  from  the  office  of  weigher  and 
ganger  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  and  the  reasons  ibr  iiaid  - 
removal. 
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•*  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann ;  and  the  question  being 
stated.  Shall  the  interrogatory  be  propounded  ?  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

««  A  TBS— Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wiw— 3. 

"  Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan, 
Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Ghaney — 6. 

«  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Woodbury  : 

**  6.  Are  the  papers  which  you  did  not  communicate  to 
the  Senate,  because  they  are  confidential,  on  the  files  of 
the  Treasury  Department ;  and  was  the  report  of  the  col- 
lector, Littlefield,  included  in  the  number  of  papers  consider- 
ed  confidential  1 

«  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann  ;  and  on  the  question,  Shall 
said  interrogatory  be  propounded  ?  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  as  follows : 

«Atss — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise — 8. 

*'Nat9— Mr.  Pearce  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr. 
Chaney,  Mr.  Muhlenberg — 5. 

<*Mr.  Wise  proposed  the  following  question,  to  be  pro- 
pounded to  the  Hon.  Aaron  Vanderpoel,  of  the  House,  a 
witness  present,  viz : 

**  I,  Did  you  inform  any  member  or  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  President  desired  or  preferred  that 
the  resolution  which  was  adopted  on  the  17th  of  January, 
under  which  this  committee  is  apffointcd,  should  be  pass- 
ed ;  and  if  so,  by  what  authority  did  you  give  such  infor- 
mation 1 

«  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks ;  and  on  tlic  question  being 
stated.  Shall  said  interrogatory  be  propounded  1  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

««At— Mr.  Wise— I. 

**Nats — Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Han- 
negan, Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Cha- 
ney— 7. 

<<  Mr.  Wise  proposed  the  following  question,  to  be  pro- 
pounded to  Mr.  Vanderpoel,  vis  : 

*<  2.  Did  the  President  of  the  United  States  inform  you, 
or  intimate  to  you,  or  to  any  one  else  in  your  knowledge, 
that  he  desired  that  the  resolution  of  the  17th  of  January, 
under  which  this  committee  was  appointed,  should  be  pass- 
ed by  the  House  1 

**  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann ;  and  on  the  question  being 
stated,  Shall  said  interrogatory  be  propounded  ?  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

"  Ates— Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Wise — 2. 

•*Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hanne- 
gan, Mr.  Park*,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 7. 

'*  Honorable  James  Standefer,  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
ecntativos,  being  present,  Mr.  Wise  proposed  the  following  ' 
question  : 

**  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Standefer :  | 

'<  1.  Please  state  all  that  you  know  respecting  a  letter  > 
that  was  written,  sometime  during  the  year  1834,  to  Ben-  I 
jamin  F.  Curry,  then  acUngas  agent  of  the  Government,  in  I 
(rcBtiiig  with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  by  the  President  of  the  | 
United  States,  respecting  yourself ;  whether  said  letter  was  ! 
not  used  publicly,  by  said  Cuny,  against  your  election  I 
to  Congress ;  and  whether  he  was  not  influenced  by  the  | 
President  in  electioneering  against  you  as  a  candidate.  And  . 
(:*ate  tlie  purport  of  said  letter,  as  exhibited  to  you  and  to 
crowds  in  your  district. 

*•  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  rejected  by  the  follow-  ' 
ingvote:  | 

«*  Ates — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Wise— 2. 

**Nat8 — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Lincobi,  Mr.  j 
Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 6'.  | 

**  Question  by  Mr.  Lincoln  to  Mr.  Standefer  : 

**  2.  Did  Benjamin  F.  Curry,  an  Indian  agent,  in  the 
last  congressional  canvass  in  your  district,  publicly  exhibit 
a  letter  which  he  represented  to  be  addressed  to  him  by  tlie 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  prejudice  your  claims  to 
favorable  consideration  as  a  candidate  in  the  election  1 


**  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected,  as  fottowt : 

"ATBi— Mr.  Lincobi,  Mr.  Wise—S. 

«  Nats— Mr.  Peits,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney— 3. 

«  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Towns : 

**  2.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  from 
any  of  the  officers  or  agents  of  the  executive  branch  of  this 
Government,  whether  they,  or  either  of  them,  are  now,  or 
have  been,  interested  personally  in  purchanng  or  specula- 
ting in  the  reservations  of  Creek  or  other  Indiana ;  and,  if 
either  of  them,  whol 

*<  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  by  the  follow- 
ing vote : 

"At— Mr.  Wise— 1. 

«  Nats— Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr. 
Chaney— 4. 

«  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Towns : 

<*  3.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  been  informed  by  him, 
whether^  the  Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  Stats,  is 
now,  or* has  been,  personally  interested  in  purchasing  or 
speculating  in  the  reservations  of  the  Creek  or  other  In- 
dians? 

'*  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  by  the  follow- 
ing  vote  : 

*«ATB8~Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Wise— 2. 

"Nats— Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney— 3. 

"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Towns : 

<*  4.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  from  in- 
formation derived  from  either  of  them,  whether  John  J. 
Abert,  whilst  agent  of  the  Government  to  locate  the  reser- 
vations under  the  treaty  of  1832,  with  the  Creek  Indians, 
was  personally  interested  and  engaged  in  purchasing  and 
speculating  in  said  reservations ;  and,  if  eo^  whether  John 
Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State,  was  interested,  in  like  man- 
ner, with  said  Abert  or  others? 

'*  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  by  the  follow- 
ing vote,  the  committee  being  equally  divided  :  L 

«  Atbs— Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Wise— 3. 

"Nats— Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 3. 

**  Question  by  Mr.  Mann  to  Mr.  Towns : 

"5.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  by  in- 
formation derived  from  him,  whether  J.  J.  Abert,  whilst 
agent  of  the  Government  to  locate  the  reservations  under 
the  treaty  of  1832,  with  the  Creek  Indians,  was  perBOoally 
interested  and  engaged  in  purchasing  such  reservations  1 

**  Answer  by  Mr.  Towns : 

*<  I  do  not  know,  of  my  own  knowledge,  or  from  in- 
formation derived  from  J.  J.  Abert,  or  any  other  aouice, 
that  he  was  personally  interested  and  engaged  in  purchas- 
ing Indian  reservations  under  the  treaty  ci  1832,  with  the 
Creek  Indians. 

**  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Lewis : 

**  4.  Was  there  not  a  contract  entered  into  by  J.  &  L. 
Joseph  6l  Co.,  of  New  York,  and  R.  J.  Phillips  of  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  one  part,  and  William  D.  Lewis  and  others, 
on  the  other  part,  early  in  the  month  of  November,  1 83d, 
or  about  that  time,  to  operate  in  the  purchase  of  stock  in 
the  Morris  Canal  and  Banking  Company,  the  latter  parties 
agreeing  to  furnish  funds  to  a  large  amoilnt ;  and  were  not 
the  funds  drawn  from  the  Girard  Bank,  and  furnished 
monthly  from  November  to  April  succeeding,  inclusive; 
and  was  not  the  account  closed  in  June,  1836,  by  paying 
over  to  you  (William  D.  Lewis  and  others)  your  share  of 
the  profit  ?  If  so,  how  many  thousand  dollars ;  and  was  not 
Reuben  M.  Whitney,  agent  of  the  Girard  Bank  to  transact 
its  business  with  the  Treasury  Department,  omcerncd 
with  you  and  others  in  said  speculation  and  profits  1 

<<  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Pearce,  and  rejected  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote : 

"  Ates — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 3. 

<*  Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan. 
Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chancy — 6. 

•*  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Lewi^ : 
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*<5.  Uad  yoa  not  a  corrtepondenoe  with  Reuben  M. 
Whitney,  in  the  autumn  of  1835,  in  relation  to  a  specula- 
tion in  Morris  Canal  and  Banking  Company  stock,  and 
with  reference  to  his  procuring  a  portion  of  the  pnUic  rev- 
enue to  be  placed  in  said  bank  for  the  purpose  of  enhancing 
the  value  of  its  stock,  to  favor  your  profits  and  his ;  and  did 
not  Mr.  Whitney  give  you  reason  to  believe  that  he  could 
so  procure  a  portion  of  the  public  revenue  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid! 

"  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  by  the  follow- 
ing vote: 

*<Atbs — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 3. 

••NATs—Mr.  Pearoc,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr. 
Hannegan — 4. 

*'  No  other  question  was  propounded. 

<*  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Hobbie : 

'<Do  you  know,  of  your  knowledge,  or  from  the  infor- 
mation derived  from  them,  whether  any  officers  or  agents  of 
the  Treasury  Deportment,  or  of  any  other  executive  depart- 
ment, anoe  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  have  been  interested 
or  concerned  in  purchasiDg  or  speculating  in  the  public 
land;!  1  If  so,  state  all  that  you  know  or  are  informed  of 
by  the  officers  or  agents  themselves,  as  to  their  purchases 
and  speculations  aforesaid. 

*'  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Hannegan,  and  rejected  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote : 

*'Atks — ^Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, Mr.  Wise — 4. 

««  Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr. 
Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 6. 

«  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Hobbie: 

«  6.  Please  state  all  that  yon  know  respecting  the  re- 
moval of  B.  H.  Wheeler  from  the  office  of  postmaster  at 
Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

<<  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  by  the  follow- 
ing vote : 

**  Ans — Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise 
—3. 

«<  Nats— Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr. 
Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 5. 

*<  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Hobbie : 

*<  7.  Do  you  know  whether  a  postmaster  in  one  of  the 
N«w  England  States  did,  or  did  not,  write  to  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department  that  he  wished  to  remove  some  distance, 
say  twenty  or  thirty  miles,  from  his  office,  but  wished  to  re- 
tain his  office  as  postmaster,  saying  he  would  have  the  du- 
ties of  the  office  discharged  by  a  derfc,  and  that  he  could 
still  assist  to  reelect  General  Jackton ;  and  did  you  your- 
self noC  write  a  letter  in  reply,  that  he  was  «t  liberty  to  do 
as  he  rvqu^etad,  and  enoouriging  him  to  do  all  he  could  to 
electioneer  for  General  Jackson  1 

*'  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected,  as  follows: 

<<Atbs— Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise, 
Mr.  Campbell-»4. 

"Nats— Mr.  Pearee,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Cha- 
ney—4. 

**  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Forsytii : 

**  3.  Did  you*  or  not,  exert  your  infiuenoe,  perronal  or 
official,  with  any  Senator,  or  other  person,  to  have  the 
treaty  ratified  with  said  stipulation  as  to  the  Golphin  claim ; 
or  with  any  person,  an  officer  or  agent,  or  not,  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, to  have  said  stipulation  inserted  in  said  treaty  ? 

"Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  rejected  by  the  follow- 
ing vote : 

"Ates — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Chaney,  Mr. 
Wise— 4. 

"  Nats— Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr. 
Mann— 4. 

"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  ForsyUi : 

"4.  Did  you  not,  whilst  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  recommend  the  Grolphin  claim  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  Georgia  Legislature  ? 

Vol,  xm,— Cc 


**  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  rejected  by  the  follow- 
iog  vote : 

*«At— Mr.  Wise. 

"Nats— Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Parks,*  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 7. 
"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Forsyth: 
"6.  Have  you,  or  not,  been  directiy  or  indirecUy  inter- 
ested or  concerned  in  the  purchase  of,  and  in  speculating 
in,  the  reservations  of  Creek  or  other  Indians,  since  you 
have  been  in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  1 

"  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  by  the  follow- 
ing vote : 

"  Atss — Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise — 3. 
"Nats— Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr. 
Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 5. 

I*  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Pearce : 
**  Will  you  please  state  all  that  you  know  respecting  the 
causes,  reasons,  snd  influences,  which  were  brought  to 
bear  or  operated  on  the  collector,  Mr.  Littlefield,  at  New- 
port, Rhode  Island,  or  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, in  removing  David  Melvill,  a  weigher  and  gauger  un- 
ist  said  collector,  from  the  said  office  of  weigher  and 
gauger 1 

"  Objected  to  by  Mr.   Parks,  and  rejected,  as  follows, 
Mr.  Pearce  being  excused  from  voting: 

"  Atks — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 3. 
"  Nats — Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Msnn,  Mr, 
Chaney— 4. 

"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Kendall : 
"2.  Do  you  know  whether  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  did  or  did  not  communicate  to  you  and  to  Reu- 
ben M.  Whitney  his  intention  to  remove  the  depositee  be- 
fore he  advised  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  and 
whether  he  did  not  approve  of  R.  M.  Whitney  as  con- 
templated agent  of  the  deposite  banks  to  be  selected  before 
their  selection  ? 

"  ObjeclRd  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected,  as  follows : 
"  Atbs— Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Wise— S. 
"Nats— Mr.   Pearce,   Mr.    Muhlenberg,   Mr.   Parks, 
Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 5. 

"Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Kendall: 
"  4 .  Please  state  to  this  committee  all  you  know  reipect- 
ing  the  formation  of  a  club  called  the  Hickory  Club,  eom- 
poeed  of  officen  of  the  Government  in  this  city  ;  state  its 
organization,  its  design,  and  its  means  of  operation ;  whetii- 
er  its  members  were  officen  and  agents  of  the  executive 
departments ;  by  whom  it  was  organiied ;  whether  its  design 
was  to  influence  the  elections  of  the  people ;  and  whetMir 
its  means  were  derived,  or  not,  in  part,  from  tho  salari^ 
of  executive  officers. 

"  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  rejected,  as  follows: 
"  At«s— Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Wise— 2. 
"Nats — Mr.  Pearce, Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hann^gani 
Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 7. 
"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Kendall: 
"  Do  you  know  whether  any  officers  or  agients  of  the 
executive  departments  have  ever  formed  political  combina- 
tions to  control  the  elections  of  the  people,  and  to  influence 
the  public  press  1 

"  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  adopted,  m  follows : 
"  Atxs — ^Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 5. 

"NATs-*Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr. 
Chaney— 4. 

"  Answer  by  Mr.  Kendall : 

"  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  combinations  of  public  ot-   - 
ficen  for  the  objects  stated  in  the  question,  nor  of  any  combi* 
nations  of  which  public  officers  formed  a  part,  for  any  oth^r 
purpose  than  to  promote  objects  of  a  general  character,  by 
discussion  of  principles,  without  regard  to  men. 
"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Kendall : 
"  6.  Will  you  please  to  state  what  combinations  you 
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know  of  to  promote  objects  of  a  general  character,  of  which 
public  officers  formed  a  part ;  the  character  of  thoae  com- 
binations ;  whether  they  were  political  or  not ;  whether  fa- 
vorable or  not  to  this  administration,  and  to  the  election 
of  Martin  Van  Buren  to  the  presidency  ;  and  whether  they 
aimed  to  procure  the  Government  patronage  for  their  ob- 
jceUl 

**  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  rejected,  as  follows : 

•*Atm — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 3. 

•*Nats — Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Parks, 
Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 5. 

•«  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Kendall : 
.     *<  8.  Will  you  please  look  upon  the  paper  handed  you, 
and  state  what  you  know  respecting  the  fiicts  therein  spo- 
ken oft 

"l*he  paper  alluded  to  is  in  the  following  words,  viz  : 

*«  *  Story  of  the  Indian  reservations. 

"  *Some  years  ago,  certain  tracts  of  land,  situated,  princi- 
pally or  wholly,  in  Uie  State  of  Mississippi,  were  reserved 
by  Cong^ress  (or  by  Indian  treaty,  to  which  Congress  assent- 
ed) for  the  use  of  the  Indians,  and  to  be  disposed  of  by  them, 
and  for  their  benefit,  whenever  the  President  of  the  United 
States  should  give  his  assent  to  such  sale  and  transfer, 
(not  otherwise.)  These  lands  were  known  to  be  very 
valuable,  and  the  poor  Indians  could  be  easily  enough 
managed ;  perhaps  they  had  or  were  about  to  leave  the 
east  for  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  river  ;  but  how  to 
obtain  the  assent  of  the  President  to  so  large  a  sale  of  In- 
dian lands  to  a  company  of  speculators  seemed  a  more 
difficalt  matter.  A  company  was  formed  in  Boston  two  or 
three  years  ago,  with,  it  is  believed,  a  capiul  of  $300,000, 
to  try  to  effect  this  object.  Amos  Binney,  Esq.,  was  a 
leading  man  in  the  company ;  and  it  is  believed  that  Brod- 
bead,  navy  agent  in  Boston,  was  another;  and  various 
other  individusls  had  a  greater  or  less  interest  in  it ;  but 
what  did,  as  is  believed,  obtain  the  President's  assent  to 
the  sale  and  transfer,  -was  the  admission  of  Amos  Kendall, 
at  present  Postmaster  General,  into  the  concern  ;  be  to 
have  one  third  part  of  the  profits  of  the  {speculation  when 
it  shall  be  closed  up,  without,  in  fact,  paying  one  dollar  of 
the  consideration,  although  he  may  appear  to  have  paid 
hit  part  as  well  as  all  the  others.  Yet  the  agreement  of 
the  other  partners  with  Mr.  Kendall  was,  that  they  would 
famish  the  money  to  pay  his  one  third  part  of  the  consid- 
eration, free  from  interest,  provided  he  (Kendall)  would 
obtain  the  ossent  of  the  President  to  the  sale,  and  would, 
when  requested  so  to  do  by  the  other  partners,  go  to  the 
lands  and  tranaact  such  matters  and  things  relating  to  their 
common  interest  as  the  company  might  deem  expedient. 
The  lands  were  purchased  by  the  company ;  therefore,  we 
are  to  infer  that  Mr.  Kendall  did  obtain  the  President's 
assent  to  the  sale ;  but  Nf  r.  Kendall  was  not,  and  probably 
will  not  be,  called  on  for  any  further  serf  ices.  Those  in- 
terested in  the  purchase  speak  confidently  of  their  expect- 
ation of  realizing,  at  the  end  of  the  sales,  three  or  four 
'  dollars  for  every  one  invested.  The  people  of  the  United 
Btates,  by  this  transaction,  have  not  been  defrauded  or 
oveneached ;  but  the  interest  of  the  Indians  in  these  reser- 
ations  has  probably  been  obtained  by  this  company 
for  less  than  half  its  market  value.  How  far  the  Presi- 
dent should  guard  the  interest  of  the  Indians  is  for  him 
and  Congress  to  determine ;  possibly  it  may  have  some 
connexion  with  his  oath  of  office.  But  if  the  interests  of 
the  Indiana  must  or  may  be  sacrificed,  shall  it  be  done  for 
the  benefit  of  a  few  favorites,  and  at  the  sole  suggestion  of 
one  individaal,  himself  more  deeply  interested  than  any 
other  1     February  9,  1837.' 

**  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected,  ai  follows : 

«ATxs^Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 3. 

**  Nats— Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Pearce, 
Mr.  Parksi  Mr.  Mann^  Mr.  Chaney — 6. 


*•  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Kendall : 
**Have  you,  or  not,  since  you  have  been  Fourth  Audi- 
tor and  Postmaster  General,  or  since  you  have  been  an 
executive  officer  of  this  Government,  been  editor,  proprie- 
tor, or  part  owner,  or  publisher,  joint  or  sole,  of  a  newspa- 
per called  the  Globe,  or  other  newspaper  published  in  this 
District,  or  in  the  United  Sutesi  If  so,  state  v^hether 
you  have  or  have  not  written  editorial  articles  for  the  same ; 
and  whether  you  have  had  or  exercised  a  control  or  not 
over  its  general  course  in  politics. 

'*  Objected  toby  Mr.  Hannegan,  and  rejected,  as  follows: 
«  Atss— Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 3. 
<<Nat8 — Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Parks, 
Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 5. 

**  No  further  questions  were  propounded  to  the  witness. 
<'  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Littlefield: 
<<  1.  Please  state  to  this  committee  all  thatyoa  know 
respecting  the  conduct  of  David  Melvill,  whilst  in  the  of. 
fice  of  weigher  and  gauger,  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  and 
respecting  his  removal  from  that  office,  and  the  action  of 
the  Secreury  of  tlie  Treasury  thereon. 

« Objected  to  by  Mr.  Pearce,  and  rejected  by  the  f^- 
lowing  vote : 

««  Atss— Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Wise— 2. 
<*  Nats— Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann — 9. 
«  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw  : 
**  1 .  Is  Amos  Kendall  now,  or  has  he  been  since  he  has 
been  an  executive  officer,  a  member  of  any  company  fo  i 
the  purchase  of  the  public  lands  ?     If  so,  state  what  com- 
pany, and  the  extent  of  his  interest. 

«  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  : 
*<ATas — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  W*ise— 3. 
«•  Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney— 3. 
*' Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw: 
**2.  Did  the  said  Amos  Kendall  apply  to  become  s 
member  of  said  company,  or  was  he  applied  to  by  sud 
company,  or  any  of  its  members,  to  become  a  member ! 
**  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Pearce,  and  rejected : 
"Atks — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 3. 
**  Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 3. 
*'  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw : 
*<  3.  Did  the  said  Amos  Kendall  make  any  advance  to 
the  capital  stock  of  said  company  !     And,  if  so^  in  what 
manner  was  the  sum  procured  and  advanced  ? 
«  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected : 
**Atxs — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise — 3. 
««  Nats— Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney— 3. 
*'  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw : 
«  4.  What  advantage  or  benefit  was  contemplated  from 
the  said  Amos  Kendall  becoming  a  member  of  said  com- 
pany 1 

<*  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Pearce,  and  rejected : 
«Atks — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  AVise— 3. 
«  Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney^S. 
<•  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw  : 
*<5.  Did  said  Amos  Kendall  at  any  time,  and,  if  so, 
when,  apply  to  be  released  from  said  company  !     And,  if 
BO,  what  reasons  did  he  asngii  therefor  1 
<* Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected: 
**ATBS_Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wiae— 3. 
<' Nats— Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 3. 
<*  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw  : 
**9.  Have  you  any  information  of  persons  interested 
with  Mr.  Kendall  in  the  profits  of  buying  and  selling  pub- 
lic lands  1     If  BO,  state  what 
**  Answer  by  Mr.  Henshaw  : 

<*  I  have  no  information  of  any  persons  interested  at  tiiis 
time,  with  Mr.  Kendall,  in  the  profits  of  buying  and  selling 
public  lands. 

*<  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw : 
*<  10.  Have  you  any  information  of  persons  who  have 
been  interested  with  Mr.  Kendall,  since  he  has  been  an  ex- 
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eeutWe  officer,  in  the  profits  of  huying  and  Mlling  pablic 
landf  t     If  to,  state  what. 

**  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  rejected,  as  follows : 

«  Axes— Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Wise— 2. 

"Nats— Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Parka,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr. 
Chaney— 4." 

In  this  exhibit  of  catechism  we  see  neither  consistency, 
nor  propriety,  nor  liberality,  nor  fairness,  in  propounding 
or  rejecting  interrogatories.  Some  questions  are  propound- 
ed to  some  witnesses,  which,  in  substance  the  same,  are  re- 
jected as  to  others.  Subjects  of  inquiry  of  the  deepest  in- 
terest to  the  public  were  peremptorily  excluded  from  inves- 
tigation. Mr.  Woodbury,  for  example,  was  not  permitted 
to  respond  as  to  the  removal  of  David  Melvill,  or  to  ex- 
plain why  it  was  that  he  could  communicate  one  paper  and 
withhold  another  from  Congress,  touching  the  same  mat- 
ter, because  one  was  confidential,  the  other  not.  Mr.  Du- 
ane  had  been  called  before  one  committee  of  investigation, 
and  an  answer  had  been  returned  to  him  there,  because 
it  was  too  full  for  the  limited  resolution  under  which  that 
committee  was  appointed ;  he  was  called  before  this  com- 
mittee to  testify  as  to  the  grossest  abuses  on  the  part  of 
the  President  in  recognising  and  consulting  with  unknown 
and  irresponsible  private  persons,  of  doubtful  character,  to 
the  exclusion  of  those  who  were  his  regular  cabinet  coun- 
sellors and  constitutional  advisers ;  and  the  majority  would 
not  permit  him  to  testify  at  all,  because  he  had  been  called 
before  the  other  committee,  which  had  also  refused  to  aJ- 
hw  him  or  any  other  witness  to  testify  at  all  on  the  sub* 
jeet  of  abuses,  Mr.  Vanderpoel,  of  New  York,  was  call- 
ed to  testify  whether  he  had  not,  as  was  known  to  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  represented  thai  the  President  de- 
sired the  resolution  of  the  17 th  January,  under  which  this 
committee  was  appointed,  to  pass,  and  not  the  amendment 
requiring  spectre  charges,  which  was  ofiered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Island  ;  and  to  testify,  also,  as  to  what 
authority  he  had  for  making  this  representation  to  mem- 
bers ;  and  the  majority  refused  tohear  him.  Mr.  Stande- 
fer  was  called,  as  stated  to  the  committee,  to  prove  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  had  written  letters  to  Ben- 
jamin F.  Gurry,  an  Indian  agent,  which  letters  were 
used,  and  intended  to  be  used,  by  that  subordinate  execu- 
tive officer,  publicly,  against  the  election  to  Congress 
of  Mr.  Standefer;  that  these  letters  were  read  publicly,  by 
this  agent,  to  crowds  of  the  people  in  Mr.  Standefer's  dis- 
trict, in  Tennessee ;  that  there  was  strong  circumstantial 
evidence  to  prove  that  this  was  done  with  the  knowledge 
and  approbation  of  the  President ;  and  yet  the  majority 
would  not  examine  this  witness,  because  the  conduct  of  the 
President  was  not  involved  in  the  inquiry  under  the  reso- 
lution^ as  it  was  alleged  he  was  not  an  officer  or  agent  of 
the  executive  departments. 

And  the  witness,  Littlefield,  was  sent  for  hundreds  of 
miles,  for  the  known  object  of  telling  all  he  knew  in  rela- 
tion to  the  removal  of  David  Melvill,  at  considerable  ex- 
pense and  trouble ;  and  when  be  arrived  he  was  permitted 
to  testify  only  as  to  some  stale  charges  against  that  in- 
jared  man,  supported  only  by  ex  parte  proof,  taken  with- 
out notice  to  him,  and  trumped  up  long  since  his  removal, 
for  the  obvious  purpose  of  punishing  him  for  daring  to 
complain  of  wrongs  already  inflicted.  Although  there  are 
highly  penal  laws  of  the  United  States  against  any  class 
of  executive  officers  being  concerned  in  trade,  or  in  the 
purchase  of  public  lands,  or  other  public  property,  (see 
Gordon's  Digest,  page  80,)  and  although  the  charge  was 
made  that  officers  prohibited  by  law  from  thus  trading  and 
purchasing  public  lands,  and  other  public  property,  were, 
and  had  been,  constantly  speculating  on  their  official  influ- 
ence  ;  and  although  there  is  the  most  obvious  impropriety 
and  incompatibility  in  any  head  of  any  department  being 
thus  tempted  and  tempting  in  his  place,  yet  the  subjects  of 
dealing  and  speculating  in  Indian  reservations,  wherein 


there  is  much  foul  fraud  daily  practised  on  tribes  of  unpro- 
tected savages,  whom  the  United  States  are  bound  to  pro- 
tect, and  on  this  Government  itself,  and  whence  have,  no 
doubt,  spruTjg  such  disastrous  wars ;  and  of  dealing  and 
speculating  tn  public  lands,  whence,  it  is  supposed,  has 
been  generated  so  much  corruption  and  oribery  smong  the 
officers  of  the  Government  of  every  description,  and  private 
citizens  of  all  classes,  were  sealed  auffjects  in  this  committee. 

The  majority,  too,  it  is  proper  to  state,  showed  as  little 
industry  as  zeal  in  prosecuting  the  investigations  of  the 
committee.  They  generally  voted  to  adjourn  to  the  latest 
day ;  they  could  not  be  got  to  meet  more  than  once  a  day ; 
a  resolution  was  passed  to  meet  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.  and  7 
P.  M.  ;  one  night  session  was  held  on  the  1 6th  February, 
another  attempted  on  the  7th ;  but  two  members  (Mr. 
LiifcoLN  and  Mr.  Wise)  attended,  and  the  resolution  to 
meet  twice  in  twenty -four  hours  was  repealed  before  it 
operated  twice.  Such  has  been,  in  general,  the  course  of 
the  committee.  Such  was  to  have  been  expected  to  be  its 
course  from  the  moment  of  its  appointment.  Six  friends 
of  the  Executive  to  three  of  the  opposition  were  placed 
upon  it  by  the  Speaker,  who  is  supposed  to  owe  his  elec> 
tion  to  the  influence  of  the  President  over  a  Houso  where 
there  is  an  overwhelming  majority  in  favor  of  the  admin- 
istration; and  of  these  six,  several  were  known,  by  their 
speeches  on  the  floor,  to  be  utterly  opposed  to  the  resolu- 
tion under  which  the  committee  was  appointed,  and  to  the 
invesiigation  which  that  resolution  instituted. 

But  the  appointments  and  labors  of  the  committee  have 
not  been  in  vain.  Though  their  inquiry  has  had  to  con- 
tend with  the  power  and  popularity  of  the  President — with 
the  msjority  which  his  name  and  influence  held  in  the 
House — ^with  his  official  machinery  there — ^with  the  com- 
mittee created  to  smother  its  cfibrts — ^with  an  unprecedent- 
ed resistance  to  its  powers  by  the  departments — with  one 
of  the  worst  evils  of  the  times,  that  gag- law  with  which 
patronage  rules  the  silence  of  thchest  witnesses — with  the 
heaviest  masses  and  burdens  of  papers,  with  which  any 
bureau  usually  covers  up  calls  for  information,  and  baffles 
all  attempts  at  analysis  or  synopsis,  except  when  a  partial 
concealmenl  or  a  labored  self-acquittal  is  meant^-with 
shortness  of  time,  six  weeks,  in  which  to  examine  the 
moat  momentous  and  voluminous  subjects,  the  witnesses 
scattered  hundreds  and  thousands  of  miles  over  the  United 
States,  during  the  winter  season — and  though  the  House 
discharged  from  attendance  the  main  witness  of  ail,  as  to 
one  of  the  most  serious  charges  against  a  department,  and 
the  committee  has  since  refused  to  caune  him  (R.  M. 
Whitney)  to  be  summoned  under  a  resolution  stating  the 
strongest  special  reason  for  taking  his  testimony,  (sec 
jounial,  page—,)  yet,  in  spite  of  every  obstacle,  the  inves- 
tigation has  developed  many  and  important  facts  which  it 
becomes  every  man  in  the  nation  to  know. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  undersigned,  also,  to  present  the 
facts  of  another  transaction,  which  involves  the  conduct  of 
the  Secretary  of  State.  Reference  is  made  to  the  facta 
simply,  without  comment  or  the  expression  of  an  opinion. 
A  treaty,  or  pretended  treaty,  was  concluded  at  New  Echo- 
ta,  Georgia,  on  the  29th  day  of  December,  1635,  by  Gen. 
William  Carroll  and  John  F.  Schennerhom,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs,  headmen,  and  people, 
as  was  said,  of  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians.  Whilst  the 
commissioners  of  the  United  States  were  acting,  applica- 
tion was  made  to  them  to  insert  an  article  in  that  treaty 
binding  this  Government  to  pay  a  claim,  commonly  call- 
ed the  Golphin  claim.  A  synopsis  of  that  claim  is  here- 
with presented,  in  the  form  of  the  following  letter  to  the 
commissioners. 

"Hon.  Wm,  Carroll  and  the  Hon.  JohnF.  SeJiermerhom: 

**GKirTi.BXEir :  The    Cherokee   Indians  having,  in  a 

late  treaty  concluded  by  you  as  commissioners  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States  appointed  for  that  paipoae,  ezpreeeed  their  wiah 
that  certain  traders  might  be  paid  their  just  debts,  which 
were  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the  treaty  of  1 773,  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  laying  before  you  a  short  history  of 
them,  being  more  full  than  heretofore  comftianicated  to 
you. 

•<From  the  year  1761  till  the  date  of  the  treaty,  in 
1768,  these  traders  had  furnished  the  ordinary  supplies  to 
the  Indians,  on  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Creek  and  Chero- 
kee nations ;  that,  being  in  great  distress  and  poverty,  the 
Indians  implored  the  British  Crown  to  accept  of  a  cession 
of  their  land,  (now  Wilkes  county,  in  the  State  of  Georgia, ) 
to  the  end  that  their  traders  might  be  paid  their  debts,  and 
enabled  to  furniah  them  (the  Indians)  with  goods  as  usual. 
Accordingly,  in  December,  1772,  the  Colonial  Governor 
of  Georgia  was  instructed  to  hold  a  treaty,  in  (compliance 
with  the  wishes  of  the  Indians,  by  which  instructions  it 
appears  that  the  British  Crown  was  not  to  be  pledged,  on 
any  account,  for  the  payment  of  those  debts,  but  that  the 
lands  intended  to  be  coded  were  to  be  sold,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds applied,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  extinguishment  of 
those  debts,  and  the  surplus  appropriated  to  the  defence  of 
the  colony. 

**The  treaty  was  made  in  1773,  and  contains  but  a 
single  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government, 
which  was  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  to  the  Indian  tra- 
ders from  the  eale  of  the  ceded  lands. 

*'  At  the  date  of  the  treaty,  the  Indian  traders  not  only 
released  the  British  Government,  but  also  the  Indians, 
from  all  liability  on  account  of  the  debts  of  the  latter. 

«  The  Colonial  Government  of  Georgia,  acting  in  obedi- 
ence to  instructions,  appointed  a  commission  to  execute 
the  treaty,  by  selling  the  lands  comprehended  in  the  trea- 
ty, and  ascertaining  the  amount  that  was  respectively  due 
to  the  Indian  traders  when  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
broke  out. 

**  Before,  however,  this  event  happened,  on  the  2d 
May,  1775,  George  Golphin,  who  was  an  Indian  trader, 
and  held  by  assignment  the  claims  of  other  Indian  traders, 
obtained  a  liquidation  of  bis  claims  to  the  amount  of 
jC9,791  i5s.  bd.  of  the  cunenqy  of  the  then  province  of 
Georgia ;  which  sum  was  again  guarantied  to  be  paid,  ac<- 
oording  to  the  stipulation  of  the  Ueaty. 

**  The  effect  of  the  revolutionary  war  was  to  place  be- 
yond the  power  of  the  British  Government  the  performance 
of  the  treaty  by  the  means  therein  specified.  But  a  part 
of  these  traders,  who  were  loyal  to  the  Crown  during  that 
contest,  were  afterwards  paid  by  the  British  Government, 
notwithstanding  the  release  heretofore  referred  to. 

•'Pending  the  negotiation  at  Paris,  in  1788,  a  me- 
BDOrial  was  laid  before  the  American  commissioners,  in  be- 
half of  certain  merchants  Uading  to  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  asking  for  indemnification  for  debts  due  to  them 
from  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians,  for  the  payment  of 
which  a  tract  of  land  was  ceded  in  Georgia  in  1773. 

*'Asthe  American  commisaioners  had  no  authority  to 
admit  or  deny  tha  justice  of  the  claims,  they  were  trana- 
mitted  to  Congress. 

'Mt  is  believed  that  Congress  never  acted  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  or,  if  it  did,  such  action  was  adversely  to  the  claims 
of  the  memorialists ;  for  we  find  that,  in  July,  1788,  an 
act  of  the  British  Parliament  was  passed,  creating  a  com- 
mission to  inquire  into  the  claims  of  suf&rers  by  the  ces- 
sion of  Georgia  to  the  Americans. 

«  And,  in  1790,  the  sum  of  jS49,536,  with  interest  at 
the  rate  of  four  per  centum,  was  appropriated  for  the  pay- 
ment of  claima  on  lands  in  Georgia  ceded  to  the  Ameri- 
cans. 

*'  Under  the  expectation  of  being  indemnified  by  these 
acts  of  Parliament,  the  representative  of  George  Golphin 
employed  Charles  Goodwin,  Esq.,  a  distingubhed  lawyer 
of  South  CaioUna,  new  deceased,  to  go  to  London  and  re- 


ceive the  amount  of  bis  ancostor's  just  debt,  under  these 
acts  of  Parliament.  The  mission  of  Mr.  Goodwin  result* 
ed  in  a  failure,  not  on  aecount  of  the  justice  of  the  debts 
of  Golphin,  but  the  obnoxiouanesa  of  his  eeoduct  during 
the  revolutionary  struggle. 

**  On  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  the  exertions  of  those  in- 
terested in  these  claims  have  been  equally  unsuccessful. 
It  did  seem  equitable  that  when  Georgia  had  aequirtd 
jurisdiction  over  the  ceded  teiritory  in  question,  she  oog^t 
to  have  paid  theee  debts.  Acting,  probably,  wider  this 
conviction,  this  State,  in  1780,  paseed  an  act  nqniring 
such  Indian  tradeis  who  were  friendly  to  the  independ* 
ence  of  the  coloniea,  and  had  claims  on  the  Indian^  6r 
the  payment  of  which  the  county  of  Wilkes  waa  ceded, 
that  they  lay  them  before  the  then  or  some  future  Legiala* 
ture ;  and  whatever  was  ibund  to  be  due  wae  to  be  paid  in 
Treasury  certificatee,  payable  in  two,  three,  and  four yearsy 
bearing  interest  at  six  per  centum. 

"  Holding  forth,  as  this  act  did,  a  pledge  that  this  debt 
of  Golphin,  and  all  such  like,  would  be  paid,  his  repmaent- 
ativen  have  again  and  again  petitioned  the  Legiaiatiixe  of 
Georgia.  The  uniform  course  of  that  Legidature  baa 
been  to  receive  the  petitions,  raise  a  committee,  whore- 
port  favorably,  and  then  lay  it  on  the  table  for  the  balance 
of  the  session.  None  ever  questioned  the  justice  of  the 
debt,  or  the  firm  and  devoted  attachment  of  George  Gol- 
phin to  the  liberties  of  his  country. 

**  However  unfaithfully  the  State  of  Georgia  may  seem 
to  have  acted  on  this  subject,  her  conduct  will  be  probaUy 
justified  by  theee  considerationa ;  she  did  not,  by  her  own 
individual  act,  defeat  the  fulfiUnent  of  the  treaty  of  1778, 
but  that  it  was  defeated  by  the  act  of  the  United  Sutep, 
as  it  was  a  war  of  all  the  States  united. 

«  And  more  espedally  that,  as  the  State  of  Georgia,  as 
early  as  1783,  had  set  apart  for  the  soldiery  and  otho* 
troops  this  same  territory  of  Wilkee  county,  (being  then 
her  only  valuable  and  unlocated  lands  to  which  the  In- 
dian title  was  then  extinguished,)  for  the  purpoee  of  ful- 
filling her  engagements  to  the  continental  troops. 

"That  afterwarda,  in  1784,  when  her  territofy  was  en- 
larged by  the  addition  of  two  other  counties,  a  large  sec- 
tion of  her  fertile  lands  was  reserved,  for  the  spsce  of 
twelve  months,  '  for  the  officers,  seameiv  and  soldiera,  who 
were  entitled  to  lands  in  that  State  by  any  reeolve  of  Con- 
gress, or  act  or  reeolve  of  that  State.' 

"That,  still  finding  the  bounties  promised  to  the  con- 
tinental soldiers  could  not  be  located,  by  leason  of  the 
smallness  of  the  territory  above  referred  to,  Georgia  after- 
wards, in  1786,  declared  that  another  portion  of  her  aoil 
should  be  deemed  a  reeerve  for  the  space  of  twelve  moDthj^ 
*  to  make  good  her  engagements  to  the  continental  sol- 
diery, and  seamen,  and  officers  of  the  medical  deput- 
ment' 

*<  Thna  we  find  that,  before  the  termination  of  the  reve- 
lutionary  war,  the  State  of  Georgia  had  actually  bestowed, 
as  a  resource  of  carrying  on  that  war,  on  the  continental 
soldiery,  by  way  of  bounty,  this  same  territory,  which  had 
been  pledged,  by  the  Colonial  Government,  for  the  pay- 
,  ment  of  debts  due  to  the  Indian  traders ;  and,  still  finding 
her  engagements  to  that  soldiery  unfulfilled,  die  continued 
I  to  grant  bountiea  out  of  her  soil.  In  this  aspect  of  the 
case,  it  does  appear  that,  whatever  liability  appears  to  rest. 
in  the  first  place,  on  the  Sute  of  Georgia,  that  liability 
really  and  equitably  rests  upon  the  United  States. 

«  More  than  half  a  century  has  been  paased  in  earnest 
and  fruitless  negotiation  with  every  power  capable  of  do- 
ing justice  to  these  claims.  The  Indians,  in  the  last  re- 
sort, have  been  applied  to ;  they  have  only  heard  the 
simple  history  of  these  claims,  and  acknowledged  the 
moral  obligation  that  they  ought  to  be  paid ;  that,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  future  security,  and  to  avoid,  hencefbrth,  all  impor- 
tunity on  this  subject,  when  about  croaaing  the  MisaisMp* 
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pi,  and  abandoning  tha  landa  of  thair  &tharf»  th«y  daaire 
that  Ibair  lathara*  dabta  may  be  paid. 

«<MILLEDQ£  OOLPHIN^ 
One  of  the  heir$  of  George  Golphin,'' 

An  article  was  inserted  (the  20tb}  embracing  the  claim, 
to  wit : 

*'  Art.  20.  The  United  States  do  also  hereby  guaranty 
the  payment  of  all  unpaid  just  claims  upon  the  Indians, 
without  expense  to  them,  out  of  the  proper  funds  of  the 
United  Statea,  for  the  settlement  of  which  a  cession  or  ces- 
sions of  land  has  or  have  been  heretofore  made  by  the  In- 
dians in  Georgia :  Provided^  The  United  States,  or  the 
State  of  Georgia,  has  derived  benefit  from  the  said  ces- 
sion or  cessions  of  land,  without  having  made  payment  to 
the  Indians  therefor.  It  is  hereby,  however,  further 
agreed  and  understood,  that  if  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  disapprove  of  this  article,  it  may  be  rejected,  with- 
out impairing  any  other  provision  of  this  treaty,  or  afTect- 
ing  the  Indians  in  any  manner  whatever." 

The  treaty  was  sent  by  the  President  to  the  Senate, 
with  that  article  in  it.  The  Senate,  May  16,  1836,  re- 
fused to  advise  and  consent  to  the  ratification  of  that  ar- 
ticle, by  a  vote  of  26  to  12.  What  caused  the  Senate  to 
reject  it  thus  decidedly  is  not  known,  except  what  ap- 
peara  on  its  face,  that  it  singularly  enough  stipulated  with 
the  Indians  that  the  United  States  would  pay  its  own  or 
Georgia's  debts  out  of  the  proper  funds  of  the  United 
Sutes. 

February  13th,  the  Hon.  John  Forsyth  was  called  be- 
fore this  committee,  and  the  following  examination  of  him 
as  a  witness  took  place  : 

"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Forsyth : 

«*  I.  Were  you,  or  not,  personally  interested  in  a  cer- 
tain claim,  commonly  called  the  Golphin  claim,  as  to 
which  a  stipulation  was  inserted  in  the  last  Cherokee  trea- 
ty, as  sent  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  be  rati- 
fied 1 

"  Answer  by  Mr.  Forsyth: 

**  I  have  been  interested  in  the  Golphin  claim  since 
1827  or  1828,  as  counsel  for  the  representatives  of  Gol- 
phin, and  expect,  whenever  it  is  paid,  a  portion  of  the 
sums  recovered. 

••  Question  by  Mr.  "Wise  to  Mr.  Forsyth  : 

'*  2.  Do  you  know  whether  any  person  or  persons,  con- 
nected or  not  with  the  State  Department,  or  interested  or 
not  in  said  Golphin  claim,  offered  a  reward,  in  money, 
goods,  or  other  valuable  consideration,  to  a  Cherokee 
chief  named  John  Ross,  to  assent  to  the  stipulation  as  to 
eaid  claim  inserted  in  said  treaty  1 

••  Answer  by  Mr.  Forsyth  :  I  do  not 

"  Question  by  Mr.  Mann  to  Mr.  Forsyth  : 

"9.  Has  the  Golphin  claim,  in  any  manner,  been  offi- 
cially  before  your  Department  for  examination,  pending 
the  negotiation  of  the  late  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians 1 

**  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  adopted,  as  follows: 

"Atxs— .Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Wise — 6. 

««  Nats— Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Chaney— 2. 

**  Answer  by  Mr.  Forsyth : 

<*The  Department  of  State,  since  it  has  been  under  my 
care,  has  had  no  concern  with  the  Golphin  claim,  other 
than  in  certifying  some  documents  among  the  files  of  pa- 
pers relating  to  a  time  anterior  to  the  adoption  of  the  fed- 
eral constitution.  All  the  business  of  Indian  treaties  is 
transacted  in  the  War  Department,  to  which,  during  the 
administration  of  it  by  Major  Eaton,  I  delivered  a  state- 
ment of  the  Golphin  claim,  with  a  view  to  have  it  provi- 
ded for  by  some  subsequent  arrangement  with  the  Creek 
or  Cherokee  Indians.  That  statement  having  been  mis- 
laid, another  statement  was  substituted  for  it,  by  the  par- 


ties interested,  during  Governor  Case's  administration. 
While  ^e  treaty  was  negotiated  here,  the  representativea 
of  Golphin  had  an  agent  (Judge  Underwood)  in  this  city, 
who  applied  to  me  to  urge  the  President  to  admit  the  claim, 
which  Underwood  said  the  Indians  wished  to  see  paid.  I 
declined  any  conversation  with  the  President  on  the  sub* 
ject,  because  of  my  contingent  interest.  Governor  Cass  told 
me  he  thought  the  claim  just,  but  doubted  whether  it 
should  not  be  paid  by  Georgia,  and  not  tha  United  Statea. 
The  President,  as  Governor  Cass  informed  me,  refused, 
on  that  ground,  to  permit  an  article  respecting  it  to  be  put 
into  the  treaty.  And  when  the  treaty  was  considered  and 
decided  upon  in  the  Cherokee  country,  the  agents  of  GoU 
phin  procured  from  them  the  article  as  it  went  to  the  Sen- 
ate. The  claim  was  not  admitted  to  form  part  of  the  trea- 
ty, but  it  was  before  the  Senate  on  its  own  merits.  The 
original  demand  was  £9,000.  A  law  of  Georgia  promise* 
to  pay  6  per  cent,  interest.  I  had  no  further  connexion 
with  the  insertion  of  the  article  in  the  treaty,  otherwise 
than  advising  the  representatives  of  Golphin,  before  in- 
serting it,  to  procure  from  the  Indians  an  urgent  applica- 
tion for  Uie  payment  of  the  claim ;  and  all  the  conversa- 
tions I  had  on  that  subject,  prior  to  the  treaty,  were  with 
the  parties  intereated,  or  their  attorneys.  I  applied  to 
Major  Eaton  and  Governor  Cass  to  examine  the  claim, 
and  furnished  means  of  forming  a  just  opinion.  Both 
were  informed  of  my  personal  interest,  and  that  what  I 
said  to  them  proceeded  from  that  interest.  While  the 
treaty  was  before  the  Senate,  I  conversed  on  the  subject ' 
with  Mr.  Preston,  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Brown,  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Messrs.  King  and  Cuthbert,  of  Geor- 
gia, and  perhaps  with  others ;  but  to  no  one  without  a  dis- 
tinct warning  that  I  spoke  in  the  character  of  counsel  for 
the  parties,  having  a  contingent  interest.  My  appeals  to 
them  were  founded  solely  on  the  justice  of  the  daim,  and 
the  hardship  of  the  condition  of  the  claimants." 

<*The  following  eommunieation  waa  reeeived  and  read  : 

"  WASHiKttToir,  February  14,  1887. 
«  Sib  :  I  ask  leave  of  the  committee  to  eorrect  an  error 
in  my  statement  relative  to  the  amount  of  the  Golphin 
daim.  By  refiBrring  to  document  No.  83,  of  the  Senate, 
you  will  find  a  copy  of  the  certificate ;  and  the  amount  ia 
£9,791  16«.  6<^.,  and  not  £9,000,  as  I  had  supposed  yes- 
terday. 

'*I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"JOHN  FORSYTH. 
"  Hon.  HsKET  A.  Wisa, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee^  4'C." 

AAerwards,  John  Ross,  the  prindpal  chief  of  the  Chero- 
kee nation,  was  called,  and  testified  as  follows : 

<<Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Rosa: 

«  I.  Please  state  all  that  you  know  respecting  the  means 
which  were  employed,  or  the  influence  exerted,  by  any  of- 
ficer or  agent  of  the  executive  departments,  to  have  the 
stipulation  respecting  the  Golphin  daim,  commonly  so  call- 
ed, inserted  in  the  last  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  nation  ; 
and  to  obtain  your  assent  to  the  same,  after  it  was  inserted, 
as  a  chief  of  that  nation  or  tribe. 

**  2.  Were  you  ofifered  a  reward,  bribe,  or  vsluable  con- 
sideration of  any  kind — ^if  so,  whati — by  any  oflicer  or 
agent  of  dther  of  the  executive  departments,  or  by  any  per- 
son, for  any  officer  or  agent  thereof— if  by  any  one,  whom  ?— 
to  obtain  your  assent,  or  that  of  any  other  headman  or  chief 
of  your  nation,  to  said  Golphin  claim,  or  to  said  treaty,  in 
wMch  it  was  inserted  1 

*<  3.  Will  you  please  state  all  that  you  know  respecting  the 
conduct  of  the  various  officers,  agents,  superintendents,  or 
other  persons  employed  or  paid  by  the  Government  to  su- 
perintend and  negotiate  ita  affairs  with  the  Cherokees,  from 
tha  year  1828  up  to  the  present  period  1 
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**  Answer  of  Mr.  John  Rosa,  Indian  Chief. 
**  Washiwotoit  Citt,  February  26,  1837. 

('Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  first  question  propounded  to  me 
by  the  honorable  committee,  I  hrr*  the  honor  to  state  that 
I  know  of  none  of  the  means  which  were  employed,  or  of 
the  influence  exerted,  by  any  of  the  6flicers  or  agents  of 
the  executive  departments,  to  have  the  stipulation  respect- 
ing the  Oolphin  claim  (so  called)  inserted  in  the  (alleged) 
Cherokee  treaty.  That  instrument  was  ne^tiated  and  en- 
tered into  with  certain  unauthorized  individuals  of  the  Cher- 
okee nation,  at  a  time  when  I  was  in  this  city  with  a  dele- 
gation who  were  duly  authorized  and  empowered  by  said 
nation  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment After  the  arrival  of  John  F.  Schermerhorn,  the 
commissioner  of  the  United  States,  in  this  city,  andiof  sev- 
eral of  the  Cherokee  individuals  who  had  entered  into  the 
aforesaid  instrument,  and  who  had  come  on  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  their  proceedings  ratified  by  the  Grovemment, 
the  duly-authorized  delegation,  of  which  I  was  a  member, 
received  fiom  the  Cherokee  people,  through  the  hands  of 
certain  special  messengers,  their  protest  against  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  pretended  treaty  aforesaid,  and  which  was 
communicated  to  the  War  Department  for  the  information 
of  the  President  At  the  same  time,  the  delegation  stated 
their  readiness  to  negotiate  with  the  Government  for  a  trea- 
ty, by  which  the  Cherokee  difficulties  might  be  satisfacto- 
rily and  honorably  adjusted.  A  reply  was  returned,  through 
the  C/ommissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  saying  to  us,  (the  del- 
egation,) <  Yon  will  distinctly  understand  that  you  will  not 
be  recognised  by  the  Department  as  members  of  a  delega- 
tion, unless  you  will  unite  with  those  who  had  come  on 
with  the  treaty,  and  sign  the  same,  and  co-operate  with 
them  to  effect  its  ratification.' 

*'  To  the  second  question,  I  have  the  honor  U>  state  that 
no  reward,  bribe,  or  valuable  consideration  of  any  kind,  has 
been  offered  me,  by  any  officer  or  agent  of  cither  of  the  ex- 
ecutive departments,  or  by  any  person,  for  any  officer  or 
agent  thereof,  to  obtain  my  assent,  or  that  of  any  other 
headman  or  chief  of  my  nation,  to  said  Golphin  claim,  or 
to  said  instrument  in  which  it  was  inserted. 

**  From  the  nature  of  the  oath  which  has  been  adminis- 
tered to  me,  and  the  generality  of  the  questions  propound- 
ed, I  feel  bound  further  to  state,  as  concisely  and  substan- 
tially as  my  memory  will  permit,  such  facts  known  to  me 
as  I  believe  have  any  bearing  upon  those  questions.  Some 
time  during  the  session  of  the  Congress  of  1832-'33,  I  was 
called  upon  in  my  room  at  Brown's  hotel,  on  one  Sunday 
morning,  by  n  person  who  introduced  himself  as  a  Mr. 
Hunter,  doorkeeper  of  the  house  of  Representatives,  and 
who  inquired  if  I  was  acquainted  with  Mr.  Barney  McKin- 
ney,  of  Augusta,  Georgia.  I  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
He  then  asked  if  I  knew  any  thing  about  the  Golphin 
claim.  I  replied  that  Mr.  McKinney,  to  whom  he  had 
just  alluded,  had  once  been  at  my  house  in  the  Cherokee 
nation,  and  was  accompanied  by  Colonel  Andrew  Erwin  ; 
that  said  McKinney  had  laid  before  me  certain  papers  in 
reference  to  that  claim ;  that  he  considered  the  claim  to  be 
a  good  one  against  the  State  of  Georgia  ;  and  that  he  had 
proffered  to  lease  the  Cherokee  gold  mines,  and  to  pay  the 
nation  in  that  claim  ;  that  my  reply  was,  that  I  had  no  au- 
thority to  dispose  of  the  gold  mines  in  any  manner,  nor  did 
I  know  whether  the  general  council  of  the  nation  would  be 
disposed  to  rent  them  out ;  and  if  the  council  would  make 
a  lease  of  them,  I  was  sure  that  it  would  not  agree  to  ac- 
cept of  that  claim  in  payment,  however  good  it  may  be 
against  Georgia ;  because,  if  that  State  had  proved  herself 
faithless  towards  the  just  rights  of  her  own  citizens,  by  with- 
holding payment  to  that  claim,  the  Cherokees  could  have 
no  confidence  that  she  would  be  more  faithful  towards  them 
in  paying  it,  when  transferred  to  them.  Mr.  Hunter  re- 
marked that  he  had  acted  as  an  agent  for  the  proprietors  of 


that  claim,  in  trying  to  have  it  recognised  and  paid,  and  that 
he  had  spent  a  good  deal  of  money  on  that  business ;  so  he 
was  interested  in  said  claim.  That  he  had  heard  it  was  prob- 
able that  the  Cherokee  delegation,  then  in  the  city,  would 
enter  into  a  treaty  of  cession  with  the  Government;  and  if, 
in  case  a  treaty  be  negotiated,  and  I  would  get  an  article 
inserted  in  the  treaty  for  the  payment  of  that  claim,  he 
would  make  me  interested  in  it  to  the  amount  of  $40,000 
or  $50,000;  this  proposition  was  spumed,  and  the  inter- 
view broken  off.  Some  short  time  thereafter,  I  was  again 
visited  in  my  room  by  another  gentleman,  who  introduced 
himself  to  me  as  a  Mr.  Crawford,  of  Augusta,  Georgia, 
then  late  Attorney  General  of  that  State.  This  gentleman 
remarked  that  he  was  interested  in  the  Golphin  claim,  and, 
from  what  he  had  heard  of  Mr.  Hunter's  interview  with 
me  in  reference  to  that  claim,  he  was  sorry  to  believe  that 
Mr.  Hunter  had  presented  the  subject  before  me  in  a  man- 
ner that  was  offensive ;  and  he  hoped,  from  the  knowledge 
I  had  of  his  character,  and  the  respect  which  be  entertain- 
ed for  mine,  that  I  would  believe  him  incapable  of  propo- 
sing any  thing  that  would  be  dishonorable.  I  related  what 
had  passed  between  Mr.  Hunter  and  myself,  and  expressed 
my  regret  and  disapprobation  of  being  thus  tampered  with. 
He  expressed  his  disapprobation  also  of  the  manner  in 
which  Mr.  Hunter  had  presented  the  subject  before  me. 
Mr.  Crawford  then  proposed  to  surrender  into  my  bands 
the  documents  relating  to  the  Golphin  claim ;  and  said,  if  a 
treaty  be  entered  into  with  the  Government,  and  the  dele- 
gation would  get  an  article  inserted  to  bind  the  United 
States  to  pay  that  claim,  the  delegation  might  retain  sudi 
a  portion  of  the  amount  of  the  claim,  for  the  benefit  of  their 
nation,  as  they  thought  proper — even  the  one  half,  so  that 
the  residue  be  paid  over  to  the  proper  claimants.  I  refused 
having  any  thing  to  do  with  the  claim,  or  to  examine  the 
documents,  because  it  was  not  a  debt  against  the  Cherokee 
nation  ;  and  if  considered  as  a  claim  against  the  United 
States,  it  ought  to  be  presented  before  the  proper  officers  of 
the  Government,  for  settlement  Some  time  during  the 
session  of  the  Congress  of  1834-'35,  William  H.  Under- 
wood, Esq.,  of  Georgia,  who  had  been  employed  to  defend 
the  rights  of  the  Cherokees  before  the  couru  of  that  State, 
arrived  in  this  city,  unsolicited  by  the  Cherokee  AelegAiion^ 
and  whilst  the  delegation  were  in  correspondence  with  the 
Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject  of  negotiating  a  treaty. 
Mr.  Underwood  remarked  to  me  that  he  was  intrusted  with 
the  Golphin  claim,  and  was  promised  a  handsome  fee  for 
its  collection ;  that  he  was  poor,  and  if  the  delegation  ne- 
gotiated a  treaty  with  the  Government,  he  would  take  it 
as  a  great  favor  in  me  if  I  would  secure  the  insertion  of 
such  an  article  in  it,  which  he  would  draw  up,  couched  in 
such  language  as  would  nut,  in  the  slightest  manner,  afiect 
the  interests  or  rights  of  the  Cherokees,  but  which  would 
commit  the  United  States  to  pay  the  claim,  and  that  I  should 
be  no  loser.  I  replied  that  he  well  knew  I  had  every  dis- 
position to  render  him  any  favor,  without  remuneration, 
when  in  my  power  to  do  it  honorably,  and  without  injuiy 
to  the  nation.  A  short  period  thereafter,  when  I  was  pre- 
paring a  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  embra- 
cing certain  propositions  for  a  treaty,  Mr.  Underwood 
came  into  my  room,  and  showed  me  an  article  which  he 
had  drawn  up,  to  embrace  the  Golphin  claim,  and  asked  if 
I  would  not,  in  the  concluding  part  of  the  communication 
which  I  was  then  writing,  insert  it  as  a  part  of  the  propo- 
sitions of  the  delegation.  I  replied  no ;  and  he  retired  from 
the  room.  Soon  after  this,  Mr.  John  F.  Schermerhorn,  a 
commissioner  of  the  United  States,  negotiated  a  proposi- 
tion, m  treaty  form,  with  John  Ridge  and  other  individuals 
of  the  Cherokee  nation,  then  in  thb  city  ;  and  when  Mr. 
Underwood  lefl  the  city,  it  was  made  known  to  me  that 
the  Government  had  paid  his  expenses  in  coming,  staying 
here,  and  returning  home. 

<*  After  my  return  to  the  Cherokee  nation,  in  the  coone 
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of  the  ipriiig  of  1635,  it  was  communicated  to  rae  that  Mr. 
Underwood  and  John  Ridge  had  written  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  suggesting  that,  if  the  Cherokees  were 
assured  that  the  President  would  not  offer  them  any  other 
terms  for  a  treaty  than  were  contained  in  the  propositions 
negotiated  with  Ridge  and  others,  in  all  probability  they 
would  be  induced  to  adopt  them ;  that  a  letter,  in  reply  from 
the  Secretary,  was  returned,  making  such  declarations  as 
had  been  suggested,  extracts  of  which  were  then  transmit- 
ted by  Mr.  Underwood  to  certain  persons  in  the  nation,  for 
the  information  of  the  Cherokees.  After  this,  there  follow- 
ed a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  Gov- 
ernor Lumpkin,  authorizing  the  Governor  to  make  it  known, 
for  the  information  of  the  Cherokees,  that,  if  they  did  not 
accept  of  the  propositions  offered,  he  would  not,  during  his 
aJministration,  offer  them  any  other  terms,  but  give  them 
up  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  authorities,  to  be  dealt 
with  as  they  may  think  proper.  In  the  course  of  the  sum- 
mer of  that  year.  Major  William  Y.  Hansell,  who  had 
been  associatad  with  Mr.  Underwood  as  an  attorney  at  law, 
paid  me  a  visit  at  a  mineral  spring,  where  I  bad  taken  my 
family  for  their  health.  He  made  known  to  me  that  Mr. 
Forsyth,  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  was 
then  or  had  been  in  Georgia,  and  that  he  (Hansell)  had 
ascertained  from  an  unquestionable  source  that  Mr.  For- 
syth was  one  of  the  parties  interested  in  the  €volphin  claim  ; 
that  he  possessed  great  influence  over  the  President,  and, 
notwithstanding  the  declarations  made  by  the  President 
through  Governor  Lumpkin,  Mr/  Forsyth  could  and  would 
induce  the  President  to  grant  an  additional  sum  of  money, 
sufficient  to  cover  the  Golphin  claim,  over  and  above  what 
was  stipulated  in  the  propositions  submitted  to  the  nation, 
if  the  Cherokees  would  sanction  a  treaty  upon  such  terms. 

**  To  the  «Sd  question,  I  beg  leave  to  remark  that  a  state- 
ment to  this  question  would  necessarily  be  very  lengthy, 
which,  together  with  the  want  of  references  to  such  docu- 
mentary facta  as  are  not  at  present  within  my  reach,  ren- 
ders it  impossible  for  me  to  prepare  an  answer  during  the 
present  session  of  Congress.  The  honorable  committee 
vriU  therefore  please  to  excuse  me  for  simply  referring  them 
to  the  correspondence  between  myself  and  associates  and 
the  various  officers  of  the  Government,  and  to  the  memo- 
rials and  procesta  submitted  both  to  the  executive  depart- 
ments and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by  myself 
and  colleagues,  on  the  port  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  from 
1828  up  to  the  present  session  of  Congress;  and,  in  con- 
clusion, to  lay  before  them  an  official  general  order,  (No. 
74,)  dated  *  Headquarters,  Army,  E.  T.  and  C.  N., 
Fort  Cass,  November  3,  1836,'  andsigned  <John£.  Wool, 
Brigadier  General  commanding.' 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

••JOHN  ROSS. 

'<  To  the  Hon.  Hbnrt  A.  Wisx, 

Chair  man  of  the  Select  Committee  of  InvestigaiUm.^* 

"HsAuacARTBRs,  Armt,  E.  T.  ahd  C.  N., 

Fort  Cass,  November  3,  1836. 
'*  GENERAL  ORDER— No.  74. 
'<  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
tlirongh  the  War  Department,  to  make  known  to  Mr.  John 
Ross,  and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  that  it  is  his 
determination  to  have  the  late  treaty,  entered  into  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee  people,  and  ratified  by 
the  Senate  the  25th  May,  1836,  <  religiously  fulfilled,  in  all 
ite  parte,  terms,  and  conditions,  within  the  period  pre- 
scribed ;  *  and  that  '  no  delegation  which  may  be  sent'  to 
Washington,  '  with  a  view  to  obtain  new  terms,  or  a  mod- 
ification of  those  of  the  existing  treaty,  will  be  received  or 
recognised  ;  npr  will  any  intercoune  be  had  with  them,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  oraUy  or  in  writing ;'  and  that  the  Pres- 
ident regards  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Ross  and  his 


ciates,  in  the  late  council  held  at  Red  Clay,  <  as  in  direct 
contravention  of  the  plighted  faith  of  their  people ;  and  a 
repetition  of  them  will  be  considered  as  indicative  of  a  de- 
sign to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  even  at  the 
hazard  of  actual  hostilities ;  and  they  will  be  promptly  re- 
pressed.' 

*<  It  is  further  ibade  known,  by  instructions  from  the 
War  Department,  that  *  if  any  of  our  citizens  enter  the 
Cherokee  country,  and  incite  opposition  to  the  execution  of 
the  treaty,'  they  will  be  proceeded  against  according  to  the 
laws  of  Uie  State,  if  any  exist  on  the  subject,  in  which  they 
may  enter ;  and  if  there  should  be  *  no  law  of  the  State 
which  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  them,  and  under  which 
they  may  be  removed,'  *  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  President,' 
as  expressed  through  the  War  Department,  *  that  they 
may  be  removed'  out  of  the  country  <  under  the  6th  article 
of  the -treaty,'  in  which  the  United  States  guaranty  that 
the  Cherokees  shall  be  *  protected  against  interruption  and 
intrusion  from  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  may  at- 
tempt to  settle  in  the  country,'  unless  it  is  with  the  express 
consent  *  of  the  committee  who  are  acting  under  the  1 2th 
article  of  the  treaty ;  and,  by  the  terms  of  that  article,  they 
alone  are  authorized  to  give  it.' 

*'  All  officers  of  the  army,  whether  commanding  volun- 
teers or  regular  troops^  under  my  command,  are  required 
and  directed  to  make  known  to  all  persons  residing  or  who 
may  come  within  the  range  of  their  respective  commands 
the  contenta  of  this  order ;  and  to  make  diligent  search  and 
inquiry  in  regard  to  all  citizens  who  may  enter  the  Chero- 
kee country  and  incite  opposition,  or  interfere  with  the  due 
execution  of  the  treaty,  and  report  their  names  and  places 
of  residence,  without  delay,  to  general  headquarters,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  proceeded  against  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  country  and  the  instructions  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  They  are  also  required  and  directed  to 
prevent  oU  meetings  and  to  break  up  all  councils  coming 
to  their  knowledge,  assembled  in  the  Cherokee  country,  for 
the  purpose  of  opposing  the  treaty  or  discussing  ita  non- 
execution. 

'«JOHNE.  WOOL, 
Brigadier  General  commanding/* 

The  amount  of  this  Golphin  claim,  principal  and  inter- 
est, is  estimated  at  about  $150,000. 

The  undersigned  deems  it  to  be  his  duty  to  present  also 
another  subject  clearly  before  the  House  and  the  nation. 

On  the  1 1th  July,  1636,  the  Treasury  Department  issued 
a  circular  to  the  land  receiveis  and  deposite  banks,  Re- 
quiring specie  in  payment  for  the  public  lands.  This  cir- 
cular, it  is  believed,  was  dictated  by  the  President,  without 
the  concuirenee  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  it  is  be- 
lieved to  have  benefited  speculators  in  the  public  lands 
only,  many  of  whom  are  charged  to  be  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  the  circular  itself  was  thought  to  be,  if  not 
in  violation  of  law,, a  suspension  of  law — at  least  in  viola- 
tion of  a  sacred  orinciple  of  civil  liberty,  **that  all  power 
of  suspending JttWy  or  the  execution  of  laws,  by  any  au- 
thority without  the  consent  of  the  representatives  of  the 
peoplCy  is  injurious  to  their  rights,  and  ought  not  to  be 
exercised"  The  circular  was  an  abuse  in  itself,  but  it^ 
application,  or  rather  the  exception  in  ita  application,  was  a 
greater  abuse  still,  as  the  following  correspondence  between 
the  Branch  Bank  of  Alabama,  at  Decatur,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  will  show. 

The  cashier  of  the  Branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  at  Decatur,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  dated  July  38,  1836,  in  which  he  eaya  : 

**  Brjlhcu  of  TBS  Ba>'k  of  the  Stats  of  Alabama, 
Dbcatok,  July  ^8,  1836. 

<*  Sia :  In  consequence  of  your  letter  under  date  of  the 
11th  instant,  addressed  to  the  receivers  of  public  money," 
dec.  [meaning  the  circular  requiring  specie  for  the  public 
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landii,]  «  the  directon  of  this  institation'ha^e  oidered  me 
to  mftke  the  following  inquiry  : 

"  In  consequence  of  the  purchase  by  you  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  of  Alabama  State  bonds,  being  for 
the  Increase  of  the  capital  of  this  branch  bank,  the  pay- 
ment of  which  has  been  agreed  to  be  made,  from  time  to 
time,  by  the  receiver  of  moneys  at  PpiUUty^  for  the  lands 
sold,  or  to  be  sold,  for  the  benefit  of  th^  Chickasaw  nation, 
as  fully  expressed  in  the  terms  of  purchase  and  sale,  under 
date  31st  March,  1886, 1  would,  therefore,  very  respectfully 
beg  leave  to  inquire  whether  you  will  be  pleased  to  order 
the  said  receiver  at  Pontitoc  to  accept,  in  payment  for  said 
toublic  lands,  the  notes,  or  certificates  of  deposite,  of  this 
branch  bank,  to  the  amount  of  $500,000,  or  such  an 
amount  as  may  be  due  this  branch  bank  at  the  time  of  said 
payments  being  made.  This  bank,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
agreeing  to  redeem  its  own  notes  by  checks  at  sight — in 
this  instance,  payable  either  at  the  Union  Bank  of  Louisi- 
ana or  Citizens'  Bank,  New  Orleans ;  the  Mechanics' 
Bank,  Philadelphia,  or  the  Phoenix  bank,  New  York ;  for 
any  sum  or  sums  over  and  above  the  amount  due  to  it  from 
the  Treasury,  and  which  might  be  paid  to  the  receiver  at 
Pontitoc  for  Chickasaw  lands  during  the  present  year. 

*'  This  request  is  not  made  with  a  view  to  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  bank  so  much  as  for  the  convenience  of  the 
people,  particularly  the  citizens  of  tliis  valley,  a  number  of 
whom  have  already  made  settlements  in  the  Chickasaw 
country,  and  are  consequently  about  to  remove  there.  It 
is,  therefore,  at  their  suggestion  that  the  directory  rf  the 
institution  have  been  induced  to  request  such  an  applica- 
tion to  be  made ;  for  (permit  roe  to  say)  this  branch  bank 
is  fully  prepared  to  afford  its  ctistomers  the  necessary  facili- 
ties for  the  payment  of  their  lands  in  specie  dollars ;  but 
the  trouble  and  risk  in  the  transmission  of  such  being  on 
all  hands  acknowledged  to  be  great,  through  a  country  but 
thinly  peopled,  and  where  several  robberies  and  depreda- 
tions have  been  committed,  that  we  are  anxious  that  the 
same  facilities  which  have  heretofore  been  extended  to  them 
should  be  continued. 

<*  Under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  this 
branch  bank  having  to  receive  a  large  proportion  of  the 
whole  amount  of  money  which  will  have  to  be  paid  at 
Pontitoc  for  lands  sold  there  this  fall,  it  is  hoped  the  arrange- 
ment sought  for  will  not  be  considered  in  any  way  inju- 
rious to  the  public  interest,  while  it  would  bo  a  great  ac- 
commodation to  the  citizens  of  this  section  of  country,  as 
well  as  to  this  institution.  I  am  in  daily  expectation  of  re- 
ceiving the  bonds  referred  to  from  the  bank  of  the  Slate  at 
Tusealooea,  which,  when  received,  shall  be  executed  im- 
mediately, and  forwarded  for  the  amounts  as  received  from 
the  receiver  at  Pontitoc. 

<*  With  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be«  dec, 
"JAMBS  DURNO,  CwAwr. 

'•Hon.  Lbvi  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury.'* 
The  reply  of  the  Secretary  was  as  follows  : 

*<TRxisuaT  Departxent,  August  11,  1836. 

**Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  28th  ultimo,  re- 
specting the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  your  bank  by  the  re- 
ceiver at  Pontitoc,  to  the  amount  of  your  contract  with  this 
Department,  has  been  received. 

*<  I  am  willing  that  he  should  take  your  notes  to  the  ex- 
tent of  what  is  coming  to  your  bank,  under  the  contract, 
upon  your  agreeing  to  receive  them  from  him  as  money. 
He  is  authorized  to  do  this  in  that  way,  and  to  that  extent, 
on  your  showing  him  this  letter ;  but  I  cannot  alter  the 
regulations  as  to  notes  generally  and  for  general  purposes. 

*«I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"LEVI  WOODBURY,  See.  Treasury, 

*•  JiMKsDoRNO,  Esq., 

Cashier  Branch  Bank  of  Alabama,  Decatur." 


Thus,  by  this  circolar,  and  this  exeeption  under  it,  not 
only  were  the  law4  suspended,  but  their  uniformity  de- 
stroyed, by  the  authority  of  the  President  ahne,  immedi' 
atehf  qjfter  Congress  umls  %n  session.  One  portion  of  the 
people  was  accommodated,  in  being  allowed  to  pay  fot 
public  lands  in  convenient  bank  notes,  whilst  th^r  neigh- 
bors were  obliged  to  pay  in  specie,  at  every  cost,  and 
trouble,  and  risk  of  transportation.  One  ^mk's  notes 
were  received  to  any  amount  leas  than  $600,000  dolling 
whilst  the  banks  of  the  surrounding  States,  or  of  Tennes- 
see at  least,  were  nm  hard  for  every  dollar  or  coin  which 
could  be  had.  The  presidential  election  was  then  fiut 
approaching;  and  what  effect  this  indulgence,  and  that 
contained  in  the  circular  as  to  bank  notes  of  Miaassippi 
banks,  for  lands  in  Mississippi,  had  upon  the  people  «f  thft 
two  States,  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  it  is  not  difficult  to 
determine. 

There  are  a  number  of  other  casee  which  night  be  se- 
lected from  the  testimony,  the  whole  mass  of  whidi  is  sab- 
mitted,  but  the  committee  has  not  had  time  to  rcpon  par- 
ticularly upon  them.  The  undersigned,  however,  womld 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  particularly  to  a  report  of 
Amos  Kendall  and  John  P.  Van  Ness,  commissionerB  ap- 
pointed, by  authority  of  the  President,  to  receive  and  re- 
port testimony  touching  certain  charges  preferred  by  H. 
Gassaway  ;  and  alio  to  the  testimony  of  Commodore  Morris 
and  Charles  W.  Goldsborough,  in  relation  to  said  charges, 
in  the  appendix  to  the  journal  of  this  oommittte.  One 
thing  is  remarkable  about  this  notable  commiasion,  that 
the  commiasioDers,  it  seemed,  issued  suBroEKAS  for  witnes- 
ses in  the  form  of  **requestt*'  and  it  is  believed  that  one  or 
botii  of  them  adnunistered  corporal  oaths.  How  fax  the 
constitution  of  this  tribunal  was  in  the  competency  of  exec- 
utive authority,  the  undersigned  is  not  prepared  to  say. 
But  this  [they]  are  prepared  to  say :  that,  whilst  the  Piesi- 
dent  was  denouncing  this  eommittee  as  worse  than  a  Span- 
ish inquisition,  he  should  have  kicked  well  to  bis  own  aeH 
instituting  oommiasions  of  inquiry.  Certain  it  is;,  that 
though  these  commissioners  reported  very  strongly  against 
several  officers  in  the  Navy  Department,  net  one  of  fbtns 
as  fat  as  tiiis  committee  is  informed,  has  ever  been  re- 
moved from  office. 

It  had  been  represented  to  a  member  of  the  committiwi 
that  disbursing  officers  had  unnecessarily  drawn  specie 
from  the  deposite  banks,  after  the  issuing  of  the  Treasmy 
circular  requiring  specie  payments  for  public  hnday  and 
sold  the  same  as  merchandise^  for  their  pri^at*  piait,  to 
those  who  required  specie  at  the  land  offices.  This  subj^ 
was  left  unexamined,  except  by  a  call  on  the  DepartmSBti 
which  resulted  in  developing  nothing  of  the  abuis.  The 
subjects  of  frauds  in  Indian  reservations,  and  in  the  pur- 
chase and  sales  of  public  lands,  in  eonnezioii  with  the  le- 
gislation of  Congress,  as  well  as  the  executive  administra- 
tion, were  necessarily  left  nntouched,  although  tiie  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  was  called  to  them  in  varions.wajs. 

[See  anonymous  letters,  and  the  examinations  of  Amos 
Kendall  and  David  Henshaw ;  see,  also,  the  letter  of  R. 
T.  Archer,  and  the  answer  of  the  Department  to  the  call 
of  the  committee,  oh  its  subject-matter.] 

The  minority  cannot  do  less  than  jostioe  to  Colonel 
Towson,  the  paymastsr  general  of  the  army,  by  saying 
that  a  complaint  was  made  against  his  official  conduct  by  a 
person  named  Hobby,  and  he  promptiy  asked  for  inquiry 
and  investigation,  as  the  best  means  of  doing  justice  both 
to  the  Government  and  the  officer ;  the  committee  had  not 
time  to  examine  and  report  upon  his  case,  and  can  only  re- 
fer to  his  testimony  for  the  facts  of  his  defence.  For  other 
matters,  also  of  great  interest,  the  min<M>ity  must  refer  gen- 
erally to  the  testimony  of  the  Honorable  H.  L.  White, 
John  Bell,  Balie  Peyton,  Francis  W.  Pickens,  Henry  A. 
Wise,  Amos  Kendidl,  David  Henshaw,  John  Ross,  and 
others  who  were  examined.     Many  who  were  sommoned 
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and  sworn  could  not  be  examined  ;  some  for  the  want  of 
time,  and  others  because  they  would  not  have  been  per- 
mitted to  testify  as  to  the  matter  of  evidence  for  which  they 
were  called. 

There  is  not  time,  in  fact,  or  opportunity,  (part  of  the 
journal  of  the  committee  having  been  antU  the  present 
moment  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,)  to  digest  and  properly 
arrange  the  facts  which  have  been  proved.  But,  in  con- 
clusion, the  undersigned  would  humbly  hope  that  the  la- 
bors of  the  committee  may  be  fruitful  of  health  and  purity 
to  the  administration  of  the  Government.  Whether  in- 
quiry results  in  vindicating  public  officers,  and  demonstra- 
ting their  integrity  and  capacity,  or  in  detecting  and  expo- 
sing their  errors  of  maleadministf ation,  their  characters  on 
the  one  hand',  and  the  interests  of  the  Government  on  the 
other,  are  well  worth  the  trouble  and  the  cost  of  inquiry. 
The  wisest  system  of  laws  is  no  better  than  the  worst, 
when  corruptly  and  ignorantly  administered ;  and  the 
worst  system  as  wholesome  as  the  best,  when  administered 
by  pure,  patriotic,  capable,  and  independent  public  ser- 
vants, who  act  officially  with  a  single  eye  to  the  public 
good. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  as  a  substitute  for  the 
report  of  the  majority.  HENRY  A.  WISE. 

Febbuabt  27,  1837. 


TREATY  WITH  SPAIN. 

Documents  in  relation  to  the  bill  *' giving  ^ect  to  the  Bth 
arttele  of  the  treaty  o/  1819  with  Spain. 

Ijf  SxiTATS  or  TBI  UviTSD  StiTSS, 

January  4,  1837. 
Mr.  KiKe,  of  Georgia,  submitted  the  following  documents 
in  relation  to  the  bill  *<  giving  effect  to  the  8th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1819  with  Spain :" 

Liet  of  papers  translated  by  Robert  Greenhovf,  translator 
of  foreign  languages  to  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  honorable  J,  M,  White,  of 
Florida. 

A.  Letter  from  Don  A.  Calderon  de  la  Barea,  minister 
of  Spain  in  the  United  States^  to  the  honorable  J.  M. 
White,  dated  March  10,  1836. 

B.  Preliminary  convention  of  November  3,  1762,  be- 
tween France  and  Spain,  for  the  surrender  of  Louisiana  to 
the  latter. 

C.  Acceptance  of  the  cession  of  Louisiana  by  the  King 
of  Spain,  November  18,  1762. 

D.  DeBnitive  act  of  cession  of  Louisiana  by  France  to 
Spain,  November  23,  1768. 

E.  The  6th  article  of  the  preliminary  convention  of 
Fontainebleau,  of  November  3,  1762  ;  indentical  with — 

F.  The  7th  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  and  friendship 
between  Spain  and  France,  signed  at  Paris,  February  10, 
1763. 

G.  Note  from  the  Duke  de  Choiseul,  prime  minister  of 
France,  to  the  Spanish  ambassador  at  Paris,  accompany- 
ing— 

H.  Order  from  the  King  of  France  to  the  Governor  of 
Louisiana  to  deliver  that  province  to  Spain,  April  21, 
1764. 

I.  The  2d  article  of  the  treaty  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States,  signed  at  San  Loranio  el  Real,  October  27, 
1796. 

K.  Preliminary  and  secret  treaty  of  October  1,  1800, 
between' France  and  Spain,  for  the  enkugement  of  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  Duke  of  Parma  and  the  restoration  of  Louisi- 
ana to  France. 

If.  Treaty  of  Aranjuez,  for  the  enlargement  of  the  do- 
minions of  the  Duke  of  Parma,  or  rather  for  his  elevation 
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to  the  throne*  of  Tuscany,  and  the  restoration  of  Louisiana 
to  France,  signed  March  21,  1801. 

M.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Spain  to  Mr. 
C.  Pinckncy,  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid,  re- 
fusing to  sell  Florida  or  to  admit  an  American  commer- 
cial agent  at  New  Orieans^  April  7,  1802. 

N.  Letter  from^X^harles  Pinckney,  minister  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  8pain«  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Spain, 
respecting  the  conduct  x>f  the  intendant  of  New  Orleans^ 
and  proposing,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  to  pur- 
chase the  Floridas,  February  17,  1803. 

O.  Propositions  accompanying  the  above  letter  (N.) 
P.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Spain  to  Mr. 
C.   Pinckney,   complaining  of  the  sale  of  Louisiana  by 
France  to  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the  Floridas 
not  to  be  the  property  of  France,  July  19,  1803. 

Q.  Protest  of  the  Spanish  commissioner  at  New  Or- 
leans against  the  pretensions  of  the  United  States  as  to 
limits,  March  31,  1804. 

R.  Reply  of  the  French  Colonial  Prefect,  April  2, 
1804. 

A. 
From  Don  Angel  Calderon  de  la  Barea,  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Spain  in  the 
United  States  of  America. 

WASHiiroToir,  March  10,  1836. 
Sir  :  His  excellency  the  first  Secretaiy  of  State  and  Af- 
&irs  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  my  august  sovereign,  has  ad- 
dressed the  foUovring  communication,  under  date  of  the 
21st  of  November  last,  to  the  legation  under  my  charge : 

"A  citizen  of  that  republic  and  member  of  its  Con- 
gress, named  Mr.  White,  has  solicited  from  the  Queen  Gov- 
erness, in  virtue  of  powers  conferred  upon  him  by  various 
Spanish  inhabitants  of  the  Floridas,  legalized  copies  of  cer- 
tain public  documents,  now  in  the  archives  of  this  Depart- 
ment, relatmg  to  the  cession  of  the  Floridas,  to  be  used  in 
defending  the  rights  of  the  said  persons  to  the  possession 
of  lands  and  property,  in  a  suit  which  Is  to  be  decided  in 
January  next  in  die  Supreme  Court  of  those  States. 

"  Her  Msjesty  having  been  informed  on  the  subjeet,  has 
been  pleased  to  accede  to  this  request ;  in  consequence  of 
which,  and  by  royal  order,  I  transmit  to  yon  the  accom- 
panying copies  of  the  said  papers,  that  you  may  deliver 
them  to  Mr.  White,  to  be  used  by  him  as  he  may  judge 
proper  for  the  benefit  of  his  clients." 

I  have  therefore  the  honor  to  eommunicate  to  you  the 
above,  and  to  send  you  the  documents  referred  to.     Be 
pleased,  sir,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  them,  and  to  ac- 
cept the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 
A.  CALDERON  DE  LA  BARCA. 
To  JosiPH  M.  Whiti. 

Translated  from  the  original  in  the  Spanish  language, 
by  me,  Robert  Greenhow,  translator  of  foreign  languages 
to  the  Department  of  State  ol  the  United  States. 

WAsai^iOToy,  March  22,  1836. 

B. 

Preliminary  Convention  between  the  Kings  of  France 
and  Spain,  for  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  latter. 

Tranalated  from  a  certified  copy  of  the  original  in  the 
French  language,  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  De- 
partment of  State  at  Madrid. 

The  Most  Christian  King,  being  firmly  resolved  to 
strengthen  and  perpetuate  the  bonds  of  tender  amity  which 
unite  him  to  his  cousin  the  Catholic  King,  proposes  in  con- 
sequence to  act  with  his  Catholic  Majesty  at  all  times  and 
in  all  drcnmstancee  in  a  perfect  uniformity  of  principles, 
for  the  common  gloiy  of  their  house  and  the  reciprocal  in- 
teresta  of  their  kingdoms. 

With  this  view,  his  Most  Christian.  Majesty,  being  fully 
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lenuble  of  the  Bacrifice*  made  by  the  Catholic  King,  in 
generously  uniting  with  him  for  the  restoration  of  peace, 
deeirei,  on  thi«  occasion,  to  give  him  a  proof  of  the  strong 
interest  which  be  takes  in  satisf)  ing  him  and  affording  ad- 
vantages to  his  crown. 

The  Most  Christian  King  has  accordingly  authorized  his 
minister,  the  Duke  de  Cboiseul,  to  deliver  to  the  Marquis 
de  Grimaldi,  the  ambassador  of  the  Catholic  IC'uig,  in  the 
most  authentic  form,  an  act,  whereby  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty  cedes  in  entire  possession,  purely  and  simply, 
without  exception,  to  bis  Catholic  Maj^ty  and  his  succes- 
sors, in  perpetuity,  all  the  country  known'  under  the  name 
of  Louisiana,  as  well  as  New  Orleans  and  the  island  in 
which  that  place  stands. 

But  as  the  Marquis  de  Grimaldi  is  not  informed  with 
sufficient  precision  of  the  intentions  of  his  Catholic  Majes- 
ty, he  has  thought  proper  only  to  accept  the  said  cession 
conditionally,  and  Mub  apt  rati,  [under  expectation  thai  it 
will  be  ratified^  ]  until  he  receives  the  orders  expected  by 
him  from  the  King  his  master,  which,  if  conformable  with 
the  desites  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  as  he  hopes  they 
will  bo,  wilt  be  followed  by  the  authentic  act  of  cession  of 
the  said  country ;  stipulating  also  the  measures  and  the 
time,  to  be  fixed  by  common  accord,  for  the  evacuation  of 
Louisiana  and  New  Orleans,  by  the  subjects  of  his  Most 
Christian  Migesty,  and  for  the  possession  of  the  same  hy 
those  of  his  Catholic  Majesty. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we,  the  respective  ministers,  have 
signed  the  present  preliminary  convention,  and  have  affix- 
ed to  it  the  seals  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Fontainebleau,  on  the  third  of  November,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two. 

THE  DUKE  DE  CH0I8EUL. 
THE  MARQUIS  DE  GRIMALDI. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original. 

THE  DUKE  DE  CHOISEUL., 

To  the  copy  from  which  the  above  translation  was  made 
are  appended  the  certificates  of  Don  Ceferino  Cevallos, 
archivist  of  the  Department  of  State  of  Spain,  to  its  exact 
conformity  with  the  original ;  and  of  Don  Angel  Calderon 
de  la  Barca,  envoy  extraordinaiy  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  Spoia  in  the  United  States,  of  its  having  been  re- 
ceived by  him  from  the  first  Secretary  of  State  of  Spain, 
and  delivered  to  the  Hon.  J.  M.  White,  of  Florida. 

The  translation  was  faithfully  made  by  Robert  Green- 
how,  translator  of  foreign  languages  to  the  Department  of 
State  of  Uie  United  States. 

Wabhihgtov,  March  S4,  1836. 


Definitive  ad  of  cession  of  Louisiana  by  the  King  of 

France  to  the  King  of  Spain. 
Translated  by  Robert  Greenhow,  translator  of  foreign  lan- 
guages to  the  Department  of  State,  from  an  authentic 
copy  of  the  original  in  the  Department   of  State  of 
Spain,  to  which  copy  are  appended  the  certificate  of 
Don  Ceferino  Cevallos,  archivist  of  the  Department  of 
Sute  of  Spain,  that  it  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original, 
and  the  certificate  of  Don  A.  Calderon  de  la  Barca,  en- 
voy extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Spain 
in  the  United  States,  that  it  was  received  by  him  official- 
ly from  tiie  first  Secretary  of  State  of  Spain,  and  deliv- 
ered to  ihe  Hon.  J.  M.  White,  of  Florida. 
Louis,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  France  and  Na- 
varre, to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting : 
Whereas  our  very  dear  and  well-beloved  cousin,  the  Duke 
de  Choiseul,  peer  of  our  realm,  knight  of  our  orden  and  of 
the  golden  fleece,  lieutenant  general  of  our  armies,  governor 
ofTonraine,  colonel  general  of  the  Swiss  and  Grisons,  grand 
master  and  sup«rintendent  general  of  the  posts  and  relays  of 
France,  our  Miniatar  anil  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Depart- 


ments of  War  and  Marine  and  the  correspondence  with  the 
courts  of  Madrid  and  Lisbon,  did  sign,  in  our  name,  with 
the  Marquis  de  Grimaldi,  knight  of  our  orders^  gentleman 
of  the  chamber,  in  exercise  of  our  very  dear  and  well-be- 
loved brother  and  cousin  the  Catholic  King,  and  his  am- 
bassador extraordinary  near  us,  a  preliminary  convention, 
whereby,  in  order  to  give  to  our  said  brother  and  cousin  a 
new  testimonial  of  our  tender  Inendehip,  of  the  strong  in- 
terest which  we  take  in  satisfying  liim  and  promoting  the 
welare  of  his  crown,  and  of  our  sincere  desire  to  strengthen 
and  render  indissoluble  the  bonds  which  unite  the  French 
and  Spanish  nations,  we  ceded  to  him  entire  and  perpetual 
possession  of  all  the  country  known  under  the  name  of 
Louisiana,  together  with  New  Orleans  and  the  island  in 
which  that  city  stands,  which  convention  had  only  been 
signed  conditionally  and  sub  spe  rati  by  the  Marquis  de 
Gramaldi :  and  whereas  our  said  brother  and  cousin  the 
Catholic  King,  animated  by  the  same  sentiments  towards  us 
which  we  have  evinced  on  this  occasion,  has  acreed  to  the 
said  cession,  and  ratified  the  conditionflJ  acceptation  made 
by  his  said  ambassador  extraordinary,  which  convention 
and  ratification  are  here  inserted,  word  for  word,  as  follows  : 

Don  Carlos,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Castile,  of 
Leon,  of  Arragon,  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  of  Jerusalem,  of 
Navarre,  of  Granada,  of  Toledo,  of  Valencia,  of  Gallicia, 
of  Majorca,  of  Seville,  of  Sardinia,  of  Cordova,  of  Corsica, 
of  Murcia,  of  Jaen,  of  the  Algarves,  of  Algesiras,  of  Gib- 
raltar, of  the  Canaiy  Islands,  of  the  East  and  West  Indies, 
and  the  islands  and  main  land  of  the  ocean  ;  Archduke  df 
Austria ;  Duke  of  Burgundy,  of  Brabant  and  Milan ;  Count 
of  Hapsburg,  of  Flancktrs,  of  Tyrol,  and  of  BarceloDa ;  Loid 
of  Biscay  and  of  Molina,  dec. 

Whereas,  on  the  third  day  of  the  present  month,  the 
preliminaries  of  a  peace  were  sig^ued  between  the  crowns 
of  Spain  and  France  on  the  one  part,  and  ihoae  of  Eng- 
land and  Portugal  on  tha  other,  and  the  Most  Chriitian 
King,  my  very  dear  and  well-beloved  consiii,  piuely  from 
the  nobleness  of  his  heart,  and  the  love  and  friendship  in 
which  we  live,  thought  proper  to  dispose  that  the  Marquis 
de  Grimaldi,  my  ambassador  extraonlinary  near  his  royal 
person,  and  the  Duke  de  Choiseul,  his  Minister  of  State, 
should  on  (he  same  day  sign  a  convention,  by  which  the 
crown  of  France  ceded  immediately  to  that  of  Spain  the 
country  known  by  the  name  of  Louisiana,  toge&er  with 
New  Orleans  and  the  island  in  which  that  city  stands,  and 
by  which  my  said  ambassador  agrees  to  the  ceaaion  only 
conditionally  sub  spe  rati,  as  he  is  not  furnished  with  or- 
ders to  execute  it  absolutely  ;  the  tenor  of  which  conven- 
tion is  the  following : 

The  Most  Christian  King,  being  firmly  resolved  to 
strengthen  and  perpetuate  the  bonds  of  tender  amity  which 
unite  him  to  his  cousin  the  Catholic  King,  proposea  in  eon- 
sequence  to  act  with  his  Catiiolio  Majesty,  at  all  times  and 
in  all  circumstances,  in  a  perfect  uniformity  of  principle, 
for  the  common  glory  of  their  house  and  the  reciprocal  in- 
terests of  their  kingdoms. 

With  this  view,  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  bang  fally 
sensible  of  the  sacrifioe^  made  by  the  Catholic  King  in 
generously  uniting  with  him  for  the  restoration  of  pettce, 
desires,  on  this  occasion,  to  give  him  a  proof  of  the  strong 
interest  which  he  takes  in  satisfying  him  and  affiirding  ad- 
vantages to  his  crown. 

The  Most  Christian  King  has  accordingly  authorized  his 
minister,  the  Duke  de  Choiseul,  to  deliver  to  the  Marquis 
de  Grimaldi,  the  ambaaaador  of  the  Catholic  King,  in  the 
most  authentic  form,  an  act  whereby  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty  cedes,  in  entire  possession,  purely  and  simplj, 
without  exception,  to  his  Catholic  Majesty  and  his  sooeea- 
sors,  in  perpetuity,  all  the  countiy  known  under  the  nams 
of  Louisiana,  as  well  as  New  Orleans  and  the  island  in 
which  that  place  stands.  • 

But,  as  the  Marquis  de  Grimaldi  is  not  infoimed  with 
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saffieient  precii ion  of  the  intentions  of  hit  Catholic  Majes- 
ty,  he  has  thought  proper  only  to  accept  the  said  cession 
conditionally  and  aub  spe  rati,  until  he  receives  the  orders 
expected  by  him  from  Uie  King  his  master,  which,  if  con- 
formable with  the  desires  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  as 
he  hopes  they  will  be,  will  be  followed  by  the  authentic  act 
of  cession  of  the  said  country,  stipulating  also  the  measures 
and  the  time,  to  be  fixed  by  common  accord,  for  the  evac- 
uation of  Louisiana  and  New  Orleans,  by  the  subjects  of 
his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  and  for  the  possession  of  the 
same  by  those  of  his  Catholic  Majesty. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we,  the  respective  ministens  have 
signed  the  present  preliminary  convention,  and  have  affix- 
ed to  it  the  seals  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Fontainebleau,  on  Ae  third  of  November,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two. 

THE  DUKE  DE  CH0I8EUL. 
THE  MARQUIS  DE  GRIMALDI. 

Therefore,  in  order  to  establish  between  the  Spanish  and 
French  nations  the  same  spirit  of  union  and  friendship 
which  should  subsist  as  they  do  in  the  hearts  of  their  sov- 
ereigns^ f,  therefore,  take  pleasure  in  accepting,  as  I  do  ac- 
cept, in  proper  form,  the  mid  act  of  cession,  promising  also 
to  accept  those  which  may  hermfter  be  judged  necessary 
for  carrying  it  into  entire  and  formal  execution,  and  authori- 
zing the  said  Marquis  de  Grimaldi  to  treat,  conclude,  and 
sign  them. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  ordered  these  presents  to 
be  drawn  up,  signed  by  my  hand,  sealed  with  my  privy 
seal,  and  countersigned  by  my  Councillor  of  State  and 
chief  Secretary  of  State  and  War.  Given  at  San  Lorenzo 
el  Real,  on  the  thirteenth  of  November,  seventeen  hundred 
and  sixty-two. 

THE  KING. 

Countersigned :  Ricirdo  Wall. 

The  said  acceptation  and  ratification  having  been  ap- 
proved by  us,  and  regarded  as  a  strong  evidence  of  the 
friendship  and  good  will  of  our  very  dear  and  well-beloved 
cousin  the  Catholic  King,  we  renew  and  confirm  by  these 
presents  the  cession  of  Louisiana  and  of  New  Orleans, 
with  the  island  in  which  that  city  stands,  promising  imme- 
diately to  conclude  with  our  said  brother  and  cousin  a  con- 
vention, in  which  the  measures  to  be  tsken  in  concert  for 
executing  and  consummating  this  cession  to  our  mutual  sat- 
isfaction will  be  fixed  by  common  accord.  In  ftdth  where- 
of, we  have  caused  these  presents  to  be  drawn  up,  which 
we  have  signed  with  our  hands,  and  have  affixed  to  them 
our  secret  seal. 

Given  at  Versailles,  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  the  month 
of  November,  in  the  year  of  grace  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty -two,  and  of  our  reign  the  forty-eighth. 

LOUIS. 

By  the  King: 

Cboisbui.  Duks  sx  PmASLitr. 

E  andP. 

The  Mventh  article  of  the  deAnitive  treaty  of  peace  and 
amity  between  the  Kings  of  France,  Spam^  and  Eng- 
landt  eigned  at  Paris  on  the  lOth  of  February,  17U3  ; 
which  is  word  for  word  the  same  with  the  sixth  article 
of  the  preliminary  convention  beiiveen  the  same  Pow- 
ers, signed  at  Fontainebleau  on  the  3</  of  November, 
1762. 

Translated  from  auth«!ntic  copies  of  both  the  articles  in 
the  French  language,  which  have  been  found  to  be  iden- 
tical, by  Robert  Greenhow,  translator  of  foreign  lan- 
guages to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States; 
to  which  copies  are  appended  the  certificates  of  Don 
Ceferino  Cevallos,  keeper  of  the  archives  of  the  De- 
partment of  State  at  Madrid,  that  they  are  exact  tran- 
scripts from  the  originals,  and  of  Don  A.  Calderon  de 


la  Barca,  envoy  extraofdinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  Spain,  that  they  were  transmitted  to  him  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  Spain,  and  delivered  to  the  Hon. 
J.  M.  White,  of  Florida. 

AftTicLE  7  or  €.  In  order  to  re-establish  peace  on  solid 
and  durable  foundations,  and  to  remove  forever  all  motives 
for  dispute  respecting  the  limits  of  the  French  and  British 
territories  oirthe  Amerioan  continent,  it  has  been  agreed  that 
the  limits  between  the  States  of  his  Most  Christian  Majes- 
ty and  those  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  shalk  hereafter  be  irrevocably  fixed  by  a  line  drawn 
along  the  middle  of  the  river  Mississippi,  from  its  source, 
to  &e  river  Iberville ;  and  thence,  by  another  line,  through 
the  middle  of  that  river  and  of  the  lakes  Maurepas  and 
Pontchartrain,  to  the  sea ;  and,  for  this  purpose,  the  Moat 
Christian  King  cedes  to  his  Britannic  Msjeaty,  and  guaran- 
ties to  him,  the  entire  possession  of  the  river  and  port  of 
Mobile,  and  of  all  that  he  possesses  or  should  have  possesa- 
ed  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  New  Orleans,  and  of  the  island  whereon  that  ^tty 
stands,  which  are  to  remain  subject  to  France ;  it  being 
understood  that  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river  is 
to  be  equally  free  to  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  of 
France,  in  its  whole  breadth  and  extent,  from  its  source  to 
the  sea,  and  particularly  that  part  between  the  said  island 
of  New  Orleans  and  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  as  well  as 
the  entrance  and  departure  by  its  mouth.  It  is  moreover 
stipulated,  that  Teasels  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  either 
nation  are  not  to  be  detuned,  searched,  nor  obliged  to  pay 
any  duty  whatsoever.  The  stipulations  contained  in  the 
fourth  article,  in  finvor  of  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  are  to 
be  of  equal  efiect  with  regard  to  the  inhabitantB  of  the 
countries  ceded  by  this  artide. 

G. 

Note  from  the  Frtnch  Minister  to  the  Spanish  Ambassa- 
dor ,'  translated  from  a  copy  certified  like  that  from 
which  the  preceding  translation  was  made. 

VsRSAiLLzs,  April  21,  1764. 

Sir  :  The  King  has  caused  the  necessary  orders  to  be  is- 
sued for  the  surrender  of  the  country  of  Lotiisiana,  with 
New  Orleans  and  the  island  in  which  the  said  city  stands, 
into  the  hands  of  the  commissioner  whom  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty may  appoint  to  receive  them.  I  have  sent  the  same 
papers  to  the  Marquis  D'Ossam,  who  ^ill  have  the  honor 
to  present  them  to  his  Catholic  Majesty.  Your  excellency 
will  see  that  the  King's  orders  are  entirely  conformable 
with  the  acts  signed  in  1763,  and  that  his  Majesty  has 
caused  some  articles  to  be  inserted,  equally  conducive  to 
the  tranquillity  of  the  countnr  after  it  is  in  the  possession 
of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  to  the  happiness  of  its  in- 
habitants. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  your  excel- 
lency's most  humble  aiid  obedient  servant, 

THE  DUKE  DE  CHOISEUL. 

To  the  CoNss  Ds  Fvxktbs. 

H. 

Order  from  the  King  of  France  to  the  Governor  of  Lou- 
isiana to  deliver  up  thai  province  to  the  Spaniards. 

Translated  by  Robert  Greenhow,  translator  of  foreign  lan- 
guages to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
from  an  authentic  copy  of  the  original  in  the  archives  of 
the  Department  of  State  of  Madrid ;  to  which  copy  are 
appended  the  certificates  of  Don  Ceferino  Cevallos, 
keeper  of  the  archives  of  the  Department  of  State  at  Ma- 
drid, that  it  is  a  fiuthfhl  transcript  from  the  original,  and 
of  Don  A.  Calderon  de  la  Baroa,  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  Spain  in  the  United  Statea, 
that  it  was  tranamitted  to  him  officially  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  Spain,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Hon.  J.  M. 
White,  of  Florida. 
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MovsiBVR  DiBADxx :  hj  a  convention  made  at  Fon- 
tainebieau,  on  the  3d  of  November,  1768,  I  ceded,  of  my 
own  free  will,  to  my  very  dear  and  well -beloved  cousin  the 
King  of  Spain,  and  to  hia  succeMors  and  heirs  in  perpetu- 
ity»  panly,  simply,  and  without  exception,  all  the  coun- 
try known  by  the  name  of  Louisiana,  together  with  New 
Orleans  and  the  island  in  which  that  city  stands ;  and  by 
another  act,  made  at  the  Escurial,  and  signed  by  the  King 
of  Spain  on  the  18th  of  November  of  the  same  year,  his 
Catholic  Majesty  accepted  the  cession  of  the  said  country 
of  Louisiana,  and  of  the  city  and  island  of  New  Orleans, 
conformably  with  the  copies  of  the  said  ads  which  you 
will  receive  with  this.  1  now  write  to  inform  yon  of  my 
intention,  which  is,  that  as  soon  as  this  letter  and  the  an- 
nexed copies  reach  you,  whether  through  the  officers  of 
his  Catholic  Majesty  or  directly  by  the  French  ships 
charged  with  their  delivery,  you  are  to  surrender  into  the 
hands  of  the  Gbvernor  or  officer  appouled  for  the  purpose, 
by  the  King  of  Spain,  the  said  country  and  colony  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  the  posts  dependent  on  it,  together  with  the  city 
and  island  of  New  Orleana,  such  as  they  may  be  on  the 
day  of  the  said  surrender ;  as  it  is  my  wish  fthat  they 
ahould  belong  in  future  to  his  Catholic  Majesty,  to  be 
governed  and  administered  by  his  GoTemors  and  officers  as 
his  property,  entirely  and  without  exception. 

I  therefore  order  you,  as  soon  as  the  Governor  and 
troops  of  his  CathoUc  Majesty  arrive  in  the  said  coun- 
tres  and  colony,  to  put  them  in  possession,  and  to  with- 
draw all  the  officers,  soldiers,  and  persons,  employed 
in  my  service,  who  may  be  there  yet  in  garrison, 
sending  back  to  France,  or  my  other  American  colonies, 
those  who  may  not  chooee  to  remain  under  the  Spanish  do- 
minion. It  is,  moreover,  my  pleasure,  that,  after  the 
evacuation  of  the  said  posts  and  city  of  New  Orleans,  you 
should  collect  all  the  papers  and  documents  relative  to  the 
finances  and  administration  of  the  colony  of  Louisiana, 
and  bring  them  to  France,  for  the  regulation  of  the  accounts. 
It  is  nevertheless  my  wish  that  you  should  deliver  to  the 
said  Governor,  or  officer  appointed  for  the  purpose,  all 
papers  or  documents  which  may  specially  concern  the 
Government  of  the  colony,  either  as  relating  to  the  terri- 
tory and  iU  limits,  or  to  the  savages,  and  to  the  different 
posts,  after  having  taken  the  proper  receipts  for  your  dis- 
charge ;  and  that  you  should  give  to  the  said  Governor  all 
the  information  in  your  power  to  enable  him  to  govern  the 
said  colony  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  Catholic  Majesty. 
And  in  order  that  the  said  session  may  be  conducted  to  the 
mutual  satisfaction  of  both  nations,  it  is  my  will  that  an 
inventoiy  be  made  of  all  the  artillery,  arms,  ammunition, 
eflfocts,  stores,  hospiu1l^  ships,  dtc.,  belonging  to  me  in 
the  said  colony,  which  inventory  is  to  be  signed  in  dupli- 
cate, by  you  and  by  the  commissioner  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty.  Finally,  it  is  my  will  that,  after  having  placed 
the  Spanish  commissioner  in  possession  of  the  public 
buildings,  a  statement  be  made  of  the  value  of  the  said  ef- 
fects which  may  remain  in  the  country,  in  order  that  the 
amoimt  resulting  from  the  said  valuation  ibay  be  paid  by 
his  Catholic  Majesty.  At  the  same  time,  I  hope,  for  the 
advantage  and  tranquillity  of  the  inhabiunts  of  the  colony 
of  Louisiana,  and  I  promise  myself,  from  the  friendship 
and  afieotion  of  his  Catholic  Majeaty,  that  he  will  give 
orders  to  his  Governor,  and  to  all  other  officen  employed 
in  his  service  in  the  colony  and  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  that  the  ecclesiastics  and  the  religious  houses 
providing  for  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  people  and  for  the 
supply  of  the  missions,  may  continue  (heir  functions, 
and  enjoy  the  rights,  privileges,  and  exemptions,  allowed  to 
them  by  the  titles  of  their  establishments ;  that  the  ordinary 
judges  and  the  superior  council  may  continue  to  dispense 
justice  according  to  the  laws,  forms,  and  usages,  of  the 
colony ;  that  the  inhabitants  may  be  kept  and  maintained 
in  their  possessions ;  that  they  may  be  confirmed  in  the 


ownership  of  their  property,  according  to  the  granta  which 
may  have  been  paade  to  them  by  the  Governors  and  ordon- 
fuUntra  of  the  colony,  and  that  the  said  grants  be  conaidered. 
reputed,  and  confirmed,  by  his  Catholic  Majesty,  although 
they  might  not  have  been  confirmed  by  me.  I  hope, 
moreover,  that  his  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  give  to  his 
new  subjects  of  Louisiana  the  same  marks  of  protection 
and  kindhiess  which  they  have  received  under  my  authority, 
and  of  which  the  misfortunes  of  war  alone  have  pre- 
vented them  from  experiencing  the  meet  advantageoua  ef- 
fects, f  order  you  to  have  this  (my  letter]  regiatiOied  by 
the  superior  council  of  New  Orleans,  so  that  the  difieicnt 
estates  of  the  colony  may  be  informed  of  its  oontoDts^  and 
may  have  recourse  to  it  when  necessary.  And  theas  being 
the  sole  objects  of  the  present  letter,  I  pray  God,  M.  Da- 
badie,  that  he  will  keep  you  in  his  holy  charge. 

Given  at  Versailles,  on  the  2 let  of  April,  1764. 

LOUIS. 

Countersigned  :  Tux  Ddke  De  Choisxul. 

I. 

I,  Don  Ceferino  CevaUos,  commander  of  llie  roysl 
American  order  of  Isabel  the  Catholic,  one  of  the  Coond) 
of  Sute  of  her  Majesty,  her  Secretary  and  official  archivist 
of  the  Department  of  State,  do  certify,  that  among  the 
documents  in  the  archives  under  my  care,  is  the  tieaty  of 
friendship,  limits,  and  navigation,  concluded  between  the 
King  our  lord  and  the  United  States  of  America,  signed  at 
San  Lorenso  el  Real  on  die  27th  of  October,  1795,  and 
ratified  at  Aranjuez  on  the  36th  of  April,  1796  ;  of  which 
treaty  the  second  article  is  as  follows : 

**  Akticib  8.  In  order  to  avoid  all  dispute  respectiBg 
the  limits  between  the  territories  of  the  two  high  oonCratt- 
ing  parties,  it  has  been  agreed  and  declared  in  the  present 
article,  that  the  southern  boundary  of  the  United  States, 
which  divides  their  territory  from  the  Spanish  colonies  oif 
West  Florida  and  East  Florids,  shall  be  a  line  be- 
gimiing  at  the  Mississippi,  at  the  northernmost  part  of 
the  thirty-first  degree  of  latitude  north  of  the  equator, 
and  thence  proceeding  directly  to  the  east,  to  the  middle 
of  the  river  Appalachicola  or  Chattahoochie ;  thence,  along 
the  middle  of  that  river,  to  its  juncture  with  Flint  rher; 
thence,  in  a  straight  line,  to  the  source  of  the  river  Sl 
Mary ;  and  thence,  passing  down  through  the  middle  of 
that  river,  to  the  Atlantic  ocean.  And  the  two  Powex& 
have  agreed,  that  if  there  should  be  any  troops,  garrisons, 
or  establishments,  belonging  to  either  of  the  two  parties^  in 
the  territory  of  the  other,  according  to  the  limits  above 
mentioned,  they  shall  retire  from  the  said  territory  within 
six  months  after  the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  or  earhei  \i 
possible,  and  they  shall  have  permission  to  carry  with  them 
the  goods  and  effects  whidi  they  may  possess.*' 

In  fiuth  of  which,  by  order  of  his  excellency  the  first 
Secretary  of  State,  I  have  given  the  present  at  Madrid,  on 
the  10th  of  November,  1885. 

CEFERINO  DE  CEVAXLOS. 

Follows  the  certificate  of  Don  Angel  Calderon  de  la 
Barea,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiaiy  of 
Spain  in  the  United  States,  that  the  said  copy  waa  received 
by  him  under  the  seal  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Spsis, 
and  delivered  to  the  Hon.  J.  M.  White,  of  Florida. 

Translated  from  the  original  Spanish,  by  Robert  Green- 
how,  translator  of  foreign  languages  to  the  Department  of 
State  of  the  United  States. 


Preliminary  and  secret  treaty  between  Franu  and  S^ain, 
of  October  Ut,  1800, /or  the  enlargement  of  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Duke  of  Parma,  ana  the  restoration  of 
Louisiana  to  France, 

Translated  by  Robert  Greenhow,  translator  of  foraign  lan- 
guages to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
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Treaty  voUK  Spain. 


[84th  Coiro.  2d  Sxsb* 


fTom  an  aatbentic  copy  of  the  original,  to  which  were 
annexed  the  certificates  of  Don  Gefeiino  Cevalloe,  keep- 
er of  the  archives  of  the  Department  of  State  at  Madrid, 
that  it  was  faithfoUy  transcribed  from  Uie  original  in  hie 
care,  and  of  Don  Angel  Calderon  de  la  Barca,  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  SpAin  in 
the  United  (States  of  America,  that  it  was  received  by 
him  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Spain,  and  delivered 
to  the  Hon.  h  M.  White^  of  Florida. 
Bonaparte,  First  Consul,  in  the  name  of  the  French 
people": 

The  Consuls  of  the  republic  having  seen  and  examined 
the  preliminary  and  secret  treatv  concluded,  determined, 
and  signed,  on  the  ninth  Yendemiaire,  of  the  year  nine, 
rfirst  of  October,  eighteen  hundred,]  by  General  Alexandre 
Berthier,  minister  extraordinary  of  the  French  republic,  in 
virtue  of  full  powers  confided  in  him  to  that  effect,  with 
Don  Louis  d'Orquijo,  knight  of  the  order  of  Charles  the 
Third  and  that  of  Saint  John  of  Jerusalem,  first  Secretary 
of  State  to  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  who  was 
likewise  famished  with  full  powers,  of  which  treaty  and 
powers  the  following  is  the  tenor,  to  wit : 

[triitt.] 
Preliminary  and  secret  treaty  between  the  French  re- 
republic  and  his  Catholic  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain, 
respecting  the  enlargement  of  the  dominions  of  his  Royal 
Highness  the  infant  Duke  of  Parma  in  Italy,  and  the  res- 
Btoration  of  Louisiana. 

His  Catholic  Majesty  having  always  manifested  much 
solicitude  to  procure  an  enlargement  of  the  territories  of  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Parma,  so  as  to  place  his  States 
on  a  footing  conformable  with  his  dignity ;  and  the  French 
republic,  on  its  part,  having  long  since  signified  to  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  Spain  the  desire  to  be  again  put  in 
possession  of  the  colony  of  Louiuana ;  the  two  Govern- 
ments having  communicated  to  each  other  their  views  with 
regard  to  these  objects  of  common  interest,  and  circumstan- 
ces permitting  thorn  to  enter  into  engagements  calculated 
to  insure,  as  far  as  relates  to  themselves,  this  mutual  satis- 
faction ;  they  have  authorized  to  that  efibct,  namely,  the 
French  republic,  citizen  Alexandre  Berthier,  general-in- 
chie^  and  his  Catholic  Majesty,  Don  Mariano  Louis  d*Or- 
quijo,  knight  of  the  order  of  Charles  the  Third  and  of  that  of 
Baint  John  of  Jerusalem,  his  Councillor  of  State,  his  am- 
basaador  extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  near  the  Bate- 
vian  republic,  and  his  first  Secretary  of  State  ad  interim,' 
who,  having  exchanged  their  powers,  have  agreed  upon 
the  following  articles,  with  the  reserve  that  they  are  to  be 
rati£ed : 

Abticls  1.  The  French  republic  engages  to  procure  for 
bis  Royal  Highness  the  infiint  Duke  of  Parma  an  enlarge- 
ment of  his  territories  in  Italy,  sufiicient  to  give  to  his  States 
a  population  of  from  a  million  to  twelve  hundred  thousand 
inhabitants,  with  the  title  of  King,  and  all  the  rights,  pre* 
rogatives,  and  pre-eminences,  attached  to  the  royal  dignity ; 
and  the  French  republic  engages  to  obtain,  to  that  effect, 
the  assent  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  and  King,  and  of 
the  other  States  interested,  so  that  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Parma  may  be  placed  in  incontestable  possession 
of  the  said  territories,  on  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  between 
the  French  republic  and  his  Imperial  .Majesty. 

AmT.  2.  The  enlargement  of  the  dominions  of  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Parma  may  consist  of  Tuscany,  in 
case  the  negotiations  now  in  progress  between  the  French 
Government  and  his  Imperial  Majesty  should  place  that 
country  at  the  disposition  of  the  former  Government ;  it 
might  also  consist  of  the  three  Roman  legations,  or  of  any 
other  provinces  of  continental  Italy  forming  a  compact  State. 
A  ax.  3.  His  Catholic  Majesty  promises  and  engages,  on 
his  part,  six  months  after  the  full  and  entire  execution  of 
the  conations  and  stipulations  above  mentioned,  relative  to 


his  Royal  Highaes^^the  Duke  of  Parma,  to  restore  to  the 
French  republic  the  colony  and  province  of  Louisiana,  in 
the  same  exteift  which,  it  now  has  under  the  dominion  of 
Spain  and  of  other  Stat^. 

Art.  4.  His  Catholic  Majesty  will  give  the  necessary 
orders  for  the  occupation  of  Louisiana  by  France,  as  soon 
as  thi9  States  composing  the  enlargement  of  the  dominions 
of  the  Duke  of  Parma  are  placed  in  the  power  of  his  Royal 
Highness.  The  French  republic  may,  however,  defer  ta- 
king possession  of  it,  according  to  its  own  convenience. 
When  the  occupation  is  to  "be  effected,  the  States  directly 
or  indirectly  concerned  will  agree  upon  the  ulterior  condi- 
tions which  may  be  required  for  their  common  advantage, 
and  for  that  of  the  respective  inhabitants. 

Art.  5.  His  Catholic  Majesty  engages  to  deliver  to  the 
French  republic,  in  the  ports  of  Spain  in  Europe,  one 
month  after  tbo  execution  of  the  stipulation  relative  to  the 
Duke  of  Parma,  six  ships  of  war,  in  good  condition,  pierced 
for  seventy-four  guns  each,  armed,  equipped,  and  ready  to 
receive  French  crews  and  provisions. 

Art.  6.  As  the  stipulations  of  the  present  treaty  have 
no  injurious  tendency,  and  leave  the  rights  of  all  uuinsturb- 
ed,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  tbey  should  give  umbrage  to 
any  Power.  Nevertheless,  should  it  prove  otherwise,  and 
should  the  two  States  be  attacked  or  menaced  in  conse- 
quence of  their  execution,  the  two  Powers  engage  to  make 
common  cause,  in  order  to  repel  the  aggression ;  as,  also, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  conciliatory  measures  for  the 
preservation  of  peace  with  all  their  neighbors. 

Art.  7.  The  engagements  contained  in  the  present 
treaty  are  in  no  point  at  variance  with  those  set  forth  in  the 
treaty  of  alliance  signed  at  Saint  Ildefonso  on  the  2d  of  Fruc- 
tidor,  year  the  fourth,  (18th  August,  1796  ;)  on  the  con- 
trary, they  unite  the  interests  of  the  two  Powers  by  new 
linlbB,  and  they  strengthen  the  guarantees  stipulated  in  the 
treaty  of  alliance,  with  regard  to  all  cases  to  which  they 
should  apply. 

Art.  8.  The  ratification  of  the  present  preliminary  ar- 
ticles shall  be  drawn  up  and  exchanged  within  one  month 
from  the  date  of  the  present  treaty,  or  earlier  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  undersigned  ministers  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  French  republic  and  of  his  Catholic  Majesty, 
in  virtue  of  our  respective  powers,  have  signed  the  pres- 
ent preliminary  articles,  and  have  affixed  tothem  the  seals 
of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Saint  Ildefonso,  on  the  ninth  of  Yendemiaire, 
in  the  ninth  year  of  the  French  republic,  (the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, eighteen  hundred.) 

ALEXANDRE  BERTHIER. 
MARIANO  LOUIS  DE  ORQUIJO. 

[POWXB.] 

In  the  name  of  the  French  people,  Bonaparte,  First  . 
Consul  of  the  republic,  upon  the  report  of  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Relations,  decrees  as  follows : 

General  Alexandre  Berthier  is  authorized  to  conclude 
and  sign  a  convention  between  the  French  republic  and  his 
Catholic  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  relative  to  an  increase 
of  the  States  of  the  Duke  of  Parma  in  Italy  ;  he  is,  for  that 
purpose,  invested  with  full  powers  to  treat  with  the  person 
whom  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain  may  charge  to  nego- 
tiate with  him  upon  all  points  relative  to  that  object. 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  is  charged  with  the 
execution  of  the  present  decree. 

Done  at  Paris,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  Thermidor,  in 
the  eighth  year  of  the  French  republic 

BONAPARTE. 

Tas  MiRiBTBR  or  Foreiot  Rslatioks. 

CHAKLE8  MAURICE  TALLEYRAND. 


Bv  the  First  Consul : 


HUGUES  MARET, 

Seereiary  of  Siaie. 
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24th  Coso.  3d  Sisi.] 


Treaty  with  Spain. 


MoKsiBUR  BiBiDix :  bj  a  convention  made  at  Fon- 
tainebleaa,  on  the  3d  of  November,  1762,  I  ceded,  of  my 
own  free  will,  to  my  very  dear  anfl  well  Moved  cousin  the 
King  of  Spain,  and  to  his  successors  and  heirs  in  perpetu- 
ity, purely,  simply,  and  without  exception,  all  the  coun- 
try known  by  the  name  of  Louisiana,  together  with  New 
Orleans  and  the  island  in  which  that  city  stands ;  and  by 
another  act,  made  at  the  Escurial,  and  signed  by  the  King 
of  Spain  on  the  18th  of  November  of  the  same  year,  his 
Catholic  Majesty  accepted  the  cession  of  the  said  country 
of  Louisiana,  and  of  the  city  and  island  of  New  Orleans, 
conformably  with  the  copies  of  the  said  acts  which  you 
will  receive  with  this.  I  now  write  to  inform  you  of  my 
intention,  which  is,  that  as  soon  as  this  letter  and  the  an- 
nexed copies  reach  you,  whether  through  the  officers  of 
his  Catholic  Majesty  or  directly  by  the  French  ships 
charged  with  their  delivery,  you  are  ^  surrender  into  the 
hands  of  the  Governor  or  officer  appointed  for  the  purpose, 
by  the  King  of  Spain,  the  said  country  and  colony  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  the  posts  dependent  on  it,  together  with  the  city 
and  island  of  New  Orleans,  such  as  they  may  be  on  the 
day  of  the  said  surrender ;  as  it  is  my  wish  Tthat  they 
should  belong  in  future  to  his  Catholic  Majesty,  to  be 
governed  and  administered  by  his  Governors  and  officers  as 
his  property,  entirely  and  without  exception. 

I  therefore  order  you,  as  soon  as  the  Governor  and 
troops  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  arrive  in  the  said  coun- 
tres  and  colony,  to  put  them  in  possession,  and  to  with- 
draw all  the  officers,  soldiers,  and  persons,  employed 
in  my  service,  who  may  be  there  yet  in  garrison, 
sending  back  to  France,  or  my  other  American  colonies, 
those  who  may  not  choose  to  remain  under  the  Spanish  do- 
minion. It  is,  moreover,  my  pleasure,  that,  after  the 
evacuation  of  the  said  posts  and  city  of  New  Orleans,  you 
should  collect  all  the  papers  and  documents  relative  to  the 
finances  and  administration  of  the  colony  of  Louisiana, 
and  bring  them  to  France,  for  the  regulation  of  the  accounts. 
It  is  nevertheless  my  wish  that  you  should  deliver  to  the 
said  Governor,  or  officer  appointed  for  the  purpose,  all 
papers  or  documents  which  may  specially  concern  the 
Government  of  the  colony,  either  as  relating  to  the  terri- 
tory and  its  limits,  or  to  the  savages,  and  to  the  different 
posts,  after  having  taken  the  pn^r  receipts  for  your  dis- 
charge ;  and  that  you  should  give  to  the  said  Governor  all 
the  information  in  your  power  to  enable  him  to  govern  the 
said  colony  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  Catholic  Majesty. 
And  in  order  that  the  said  session  may  be  conducted  to  the 
mutual  satisfaction  of  both  nations^  it  is  my  will .  that  an 
inventory  be  made  of  all  the  artillery,  arms,  ammunition, 
efiects,  stores,  hospitals,  ships,  dtc.,  belonging  to  me  in 
the  said  colony,  which  inventory  is  to  be  signed  in  dupli- 
cate, by  you  and  by  the  commissioner  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty.  Finally,  it  is  my  will  that,  after  having  placed 
the  Spanish  commissioner  in  possession  of  the  public 
buildings,  a  statement  be  made  of  the  value  of  the  said  ef- 
feeta  which  may  remain  in  the  country,  in  order  that  the 
amount  resulting  from  the  said  valuation  ihay  be  paid  by 
his  Catholic  Majesty.  At  the  same  time,  I  hope,  for  the 
advantage  and  tranquillity  of  the  inhabitanta  of  the  colony 
of  Louisiana,  and  I  promise  myself,  from  the  friendship 
and  afifeotion  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  that  he  will  give 
orders  to  his  Governor,  and  to  all  other  officers  employed 
in  his  service  in  the  colony  and  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  that  the  ecclesiastics  and  the  religious  houses 
providing  for  the  spiritual  wanto  of  the  people  and  for  the 
supply  of  the  missions,  may  continue  their  functions, 
and  enjoy  the  rights,  privileges,  and  exemptions,  allowed  to 
diem  by  the  titles  of  their  establishmento ;  that  the  ordinary 
judges  and  the  superior  council  may  continue  to  dispense 
justice  according  to  the  laws,  forms,  and  usages,  of  the 
colony ;  that  the  inhabitanta  may  be  kept  and  maintained 
in  their  possessions ;  that  they  may  be  confirmed  in  the 


ownership  of  their  property,  according  to  the  granta  which 
may  have  been  jnade  to  them  by  the  Governors  and  ordon- 
fuUeurs  of  the  colony,  and  that  the  said  granta  be  considered, 
reputed,  and  confirmed,  by  his  Catholic  Majesty,  although 
they  might  not  have  been  confirmed  by  me.  I  hope, 
moreover,  that  his  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  give  to  his 
new  subjecta  of  Louisiana  the  same  marks  of  protection 
and  kindness  which  they  have  received  under  my  authority, 
and  of  which  the  misfortunes  of  war  alone  have  pre- 
vented them  from  experiencing  the  most  advantageous  ef- 
fecta.  I  order  you  to  have  this  (my  letter)  registered  by 
t|ie  superior  council  of  New  Orleans,  so  that  the  diflerent 
estates  of  the  colony  may  be  informed  of  ita  contents^  and 
may  have  recourse  to  it  when  necessary.  And  these  being 
the  sole  objecta  of  the  present  lettar,  I  pray  God,  M.  Da- 
badie,  that  he  will  keep  you  in  his  holy  charge. 

Given  at  Versailles,  on  the  21st  of  April,  1764. 

LOUIS. 

Countersigned :  Tux  Duke  De  Ckoisxul. 

I. 

I,  Don  Ceferino  Cevallos,  commander  of  the  lojal 
American  order  of  Isabel  the  Catholic,  one  of  the  Council 
of  State  of  her  Majesty,  her  Secretary  and  official  archivist 
of  the  Department  of  State,  do  certify,  that  among  the 
documento  in  the  archives  under  my  care,  is  the  treaty  of 
friendship,  limita,  and  navigation,  concluded  between  the 
King  our  lord  and  the  United  States  of  America,  signed  at 
San  Lorenzo  el  Real  on  die  27th  of  October,  1795,  and 
ratified  at  Aranjuez  on  the  26th  of  April,  1796  ;  of  which 
treaty  the  second  article  is  as  follows : 

**  AaTicLx  2.  In  order  to  avoid  all  dispute  respecting 
the  limita  lietween  the  territories  of  the  two  high  contiact- 
ing  parties,  it  has  been  agreed  and  declared  in  the  present 
article,  that  the  southern  boundary  of  the  United  States, 
which  divides  their  territory  from  the  Spenish  colonies  of 
West  Florida  and  East  Florida,  shall  be  a  line  be- 
ginning at  the  Mississippi,  at  the  northernmost  part  of 
the  thirty-first  degree  of  latitude  north  of  the  equator, 
and  thence  proceeding  directly  to  the  east,  to  the  middle 
of  the  river  AppalacMcola  or  Chaltahoochie ;  thence,  along 
the  middle  uf  that  river,  to  ita  juncture  with  Flint  river; 
thence,  in  a  straight  line,  to  uc  source  of  the  river  Sl 
Mary ;  and  thence,  passing  down  through  the  middle  of 
that  river,  to  the  Atlantic  ocean.  And  the  two  Fowci& 
have  agreed,  that  if  there  should  be  any  troops,  ganiaoui, 
or  establishmenta,  belonging  to  either  of  the  two  parties,  in 
the  territory  of  the  other,  according  to  the  limits  above 
mentioned,  they  shall  retire  from  the  said  territory  within 
six  months  after  the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  or  earlier  if 
possible,  and  they  shall  have  permission  to  carry  with  them 
the  goods  and  effecta  which  they  may  possess." 

In  faith  of  which,  by  order  of  his  excellency  the  firvt 
Secretary  of  State,  I  have  given  the  present  at  Madrid,  on 
the  10th  of  November,  1885. 

CEFERINO  DE  CEVALLOS. 

Follows  the  certificate  of  Don  Angel  CaJderon  de  la 
Barca,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
Spain  in  the  United  States,  that  the  said  copy  was  received 
by  him  under  the  seal  of  the  Seeretaiy  of  State  of  Spain, 
and  delivered  to  the  Hon.  J.  M.  White,  of  Florida. 

Translated  from  the  original  Spanish,  by  Robert  Green- 
how,  translator  of  foreign  languages  to  the  Department  of 
State  of  the  United  States. 

K. 

Preliminary  and  eecret  treaty  between  France  and  ^edn, 
of  October  IW,  1800, /or  the  tnlareement  of  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Duke  of  Parma^  ana  the  restoration  of 
Louisiana  to  France. 

Translated  by  Robert  Greenhow,  translator  of  fozeign  lan- 
guages to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
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from  an  authentic  copy  of  the  original,  to  which  wera 
annexed  the  certificates  of  Don  Ceferino  Cevalloe,  keep- 
er of  the  archives  of  the  Department  of  State  at  Madrid, 
that  it  was  faithfully  transcribed  from  the  original  in  his 
care,  and  of  Don  Angel  Calderon  de  la  Barca,  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  S^pim  in 
the  United  fixates  of  America,  that  it  was  received  by 
him  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Spain,  and  delivered 
to  the  Hon.  J.  M.  White^  of  Florida. 
Bonaparte,  First  Consul,  in  the  name  of  the  French 
people': 

The  Consols  of  the  republic  having  seen  and  examined 
the  preliminary  and  secret  treaW  concluded,  determined, 
and  signed,  on  the  ninth  Yend^miaire,  of  the  year  nine, 
[first of  October,  eighteen  hundred,]  by  General  Alexandre 
Berthier,  minister  extraordinary  of  the  French  republic,  in 
virtue  of  full  powers  confided  in  him  to  that  effect,  with 
Don  Louis  d'Orquijo,  knight  of  the  order  of  Charlee  the 
Third  and  that  of  Saint  John  of  Jerusalem,  first  Secretary 
of  State  to  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  who  was 
likewise  furnished  with  full  powers,  of  which  treaty  and 
powers  the  following  is  the  tenor,  to  wit : 

[triatt.] 
Preliminary  and  secret  treaty  between  the  French  re- 
republic  and  his  Catholic  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain, 
respecting  the  enlargement  of  the  dominions  of  his  Royal 
Highness  the  infant  Duke  of  Parma  in  Italy,  and  the  res- 
storation  of  Louisiana. 

His  Catholic  Majesty  having  always  manifested  much 
solicitude  to  procure  an  enlargement  of  the  territories  of  bis 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Parma,  so  as  to  place  his  States 
on  a  footing  conformable  with  his  dignity ;  and  the  French 
repablic»  on  its  part,  having  long  since  signified  to  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  Spain  the  desire  to  be  again  put  in 
possession  of  the  colony  of  Louisiana ;  the  two  Govern- 
ments having  communicated  to  each  other  their  views  with 
regard  to  these  objects  of  common  interest,  and  circumstan- 
ces permitting  them  to  enter  into  engagements  calculated 
to  insure,  as  far  as  relates  to  themselves,  this  mutual  satis- 
faction ;  they  have  authorized  to  that  eSect,  namely,  the 
French  republic,  citizen  Alexandre  Berthier,  gene'ral-in- 
chief,  and  his  Catholic  Majnty,  Don  Mariano  Louis  d'Or- 
quijo,  knight  of  the  order  of  Charles  the  Third  and  of  that  of 
Baint  John  of  Jerusalem,  his  Councillor  of  State,  his  am- 
basaador  extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  near  the  Bata- 
vian  republic,  and  his  first  Secretaiy  of  State  ad  interim,- 
who,  having  exchanged  their  powers,  have  agreed  upon 
the  following  articles,  with  the  reserve  that  they  are  to  be 
ratified: 

Akticli  1.  The  French  republic  engages  to  procure  for 
his  Royal  Highness  the  infant  Duke  of  Parma  an  enlarge- 
ment of  his  territories  in  Italy,  sufiicient  to  give  to  his  States 
a  population  of  from  a  million  to  twelve  hundred  thousand 
inhabitants,  with  the  title  of  King,  and  all  the  rights,  pre^ 
rogatives,  and  pre-eminences,  attached  to  the  royal  dignity ; 
and  the  French  republic  engages  to  obtain,  to  that  effect, 
the  assent  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  and  King,  and  of 
the  other  States  bterested,  so  that  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Parma  may  be  placed  in  incontestable  possession 
of  the  said  territories,  on  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  between 
the  French  republic  and  his  Imperial  Majesty. 

AaT.  2.  The  enlargement  of  the  dominions  of  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Parma  may  consist  of  Tuscany,  in 
case  the  negotiations  now  in  progress  between  the  French 
Government  and  his  Imperial  Majesty  should  place  that 
country  at  the  disposition  of  the  former  Government ;  it 
might  also  consist  of  the  three  Roman  legations,  or  of  any 
other  provinces  of  continental  Italy  forming  a  compact  State. 
AaT.  3.  His  Catholic  Majesty  promises  and  engages,  on 
his  part,  six  months  sfter  the  full  and  entire  execution  of 
the  conditions  and  stipulations  above  mentioned,  relative  to 


his  Royal  Highaes^^the  Duke  of  Parma,  to  restore  to  the 
French  republic  the  colony  and  province  of  Louisiana,  in 
the  same  exteift  which  it  now  has  under  the  dominion  of 
Spain  and  of  other  Stat^. 

Art.  4.  His  Catholic  Majesty  will  give  the  necessary 
orders  for  the  occupation  of  Louisiana  by  France,  as  soon 
as  the  States  composing  the  enlargement  of  the  dominions 
of  the  Duke  of  Parma  are  placed  in  the  power  of  his  Royal 
Highness.  The  French  republic  may,  however,  defer  ta- 
king possession  of  it,  according  to  its  own  convenience. 
When  the  occupation  is  to  'be  effected,  the  States  direcUy 
or  indirecUy  concerned  will  agree  upon  the  ulterior  condi- 
tions which  may  be  required  for  their  common  advantage, 
and  for  that  of  the  respective  inhabitants. 

Art.  6.  His  Catholic  Majesty  engages  to  deliver  to  the 
French  republic,  in  the  ports  of  Spain  in  Europe,  one 
month  after  tho  execution  of  the  stipulation  relative  to  the 
Duke  of  Paima,  six  ships  of  war,  in  good  condition,  pierced 
for  seventy-four  guns  each,  armed,  equipped,  and  ready  to 
receive  French  crews  and  provisions. 

Art.  6.  As  the  stipulations  of  the  present  treaty  have 
no  injurious  tendency,  and  leave  the  rights  of  all  undisturb- 
ed, it  cannot  be  expected  that  they  should  give  umbrage  to 
any  Power.  Nevertheless,  should  it  prove  otherwise,  and 
should  the  two  States  be  attacked  or  menaced  in  conse- 
quence of  their  execution,  the  two  Powers  engage  to  make 
common  cause,  in  order  to  repel  the  aggression ;  as,  also, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  conciliatory  measures  for  the 
preservation  of  peace  with  all  their  neighbors. 

Art.  7.  The  engagements  contained  in  the  present 
treaty  are  in  no  point  at  variance  with  those  set  forth  in  the 
treaty  of  alliance  signed  at  Saint  Ildefonso  on  the  2d  of  Fruc- 
tidor,  year  the  fouith,  (18th  August,  1796  ;)  on  the  con- 
trary, they  unite  the  interests  of  the  two  Powers  by  new 
linlu,  and  they  strengthen  the  guarantees  stipulated  in  the 
treaty  of  alliance,  with  regard  to  all  cases  to  which  they 
should  apply. 

Art.  8.  The  ratification  of  the  present  preliminary  ar- 
ticles shall  be  drawn  up  and  exchanged  within  one  month 
from  the  date  of  the  present  treaty,  or  eariier  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  undersigned  ministers  plenipo- 
tentiary of  tho  French  republic  and  of  his  Catholic  Majesty, 
in  virtue  of  our  respective  powers,  have  signed  the  pres- 
ent preliminary  articles,  and  have  aifixed  to'them  the  seals 
of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Saint  Ildefonso,  on  the  ninth  of  Vendemiaire, 
in  the  ninth  year  of  the  French  republic,  (the  Ist  of  Oc- 
tober, eighteen  hundred.) 

ALEXANDRE  BERTHIER. 
MARIANO  LOUIS  DE  ORQUIJO. 

[POWXR.] 

In  the  name  of  the  French  people,  Bonaparte,  First 
Consul  of  the  republic,  upon  the  report  of  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Relations,  decrees  as  follows : 

General  Alexandre  Berthier  is  authorized  to  conclude 
and  sign  a  convention  between  the  French  repuUie  and  his 
Catholic  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  relative  to  an  increase 
of  tiie  States  of  the  Duke  of  Parma  in  Italy  ;  he  is,  for  that 
purpose,  invested  with  full  powers  to  treat  with  the  person 
whom  bis  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain  may  charge  to  nego- 
tiate with  him  upon  all  points  relative  to  that  object. 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  is  charged  with  the 
execution  of  the  present  decree. 

Done  at  Paris,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  Thermidor,  in 
the  eighth  year  of  the  French  republic. 

BONAPARTE. 

ThI  MliriSTXR  OP  FORKIGT  RSLATIOVS. 

CHARLES  MAURICE  TALLEYRAND. 


By  the  First  Consul : 


HUGUE8  MARET, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[POWBB.> 

Don  Carlos,  by  the  grtce  of  God,*  King  of  Castite,  of 
Leon,  of  Arragon,  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  of  Jeiusalem,  of 
NaTBrre,  of  Granada,  of  Toledo,  of  Valencia,  of  Gallicia, 
of  Majorca,  of  Seville,  of  Sardinia,  of  Cordova,  of  Corsica, 
of  Murcia,  of  Jean,  of  Algarres,  of  Algesiras,  of  Gibraltar, 
of  the  Canary  Islands,  of  the  East  and  West  Indies,  the  is- 
lands and  main  land  of  the  ocean  ;  Archduke  of  Anstria ; 
Dake  of  Burgundy,  of  Brabant,  and  of  Milan  ;  Count  of 
Hapsburg,  of  Flanders,  of  Tyrol,  and  of  Barcelona ;  Lord 
of  Biscay  and  of  Molina,  &c.,  having  communicated  to 
the  First  Consul  of  the  French  republic  my  anxious  wishes 
to  procure  for  my  beloved  brother  and  cousin,  the  infant 
Duke  of  Parma,  some  augmentation  of  his  estates  in  Italy, 
in  order  to  indemnify  him  for  the  repeated  losses  which  he 
has  naturally  suffered,  in  consequence  of  existing  circum- 
stances, the  said  First  Consul  has  given  me  to  understand 
that  this  subject  might  be  discussed  and  settled  between 
himself  and  my  person ;  whereunto  he  declared  his  own 
willingness,  as  warranted  by  the  relations  of  amity  and  al- 
liance which  unite  us.  I  have  therefore  resolved  to  ap- 
point, for  the  execution  of  this  important  business,  a  person 
duly  quali6ed  for  entering  on,  prosecuting,  and  concluding 
the  afiair,  until  it  be  ready  for  my  ratification ;  and  being 
well  satisfied  with  you,  Don  Mariano  Louis  de  Orquijo, 
knight  pensioner  of  the  royal  and  distinguished  Spanish  or- 
der of  Charles  the  Third  and  of  that  of  Malta,  of  my  Coun- 
cil of  State,  my  ambassador  extraordinary  and  plenipoten- 
tiary near  the  Batavian  republic,  and  my  first  Secretary  of 
State  ad  interim,  on  account  of  your  capacity  and  tried 
zeal  in  my  service,  I  have  determined  to  confer  upon  you 
full  power,  in  the  most  ample  form,  to  treat  with  the  per- 
son or  persons  authorized  by  the  French  Government,  re- 
specting the  increase  and  enlargement  of  the  estates  of  my 
brother  and  cousin  the  infant  Duke  of  Parma,  and  all  points 
connected  with  that  subject,  and  to  regulate,  adjust,  and 
sign  all  articles,  agreements,  and  conventions,  which  may 
conduce  to  the  completion  of  the  said  afiair,  reserving  to 
myself,  however,  the  right  of  ratifying  them. 

In  fjith  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  present  to  be  issued, 
signed  by  my  hand,  ^  sealed  with  my  secret  seal,  and  coun- 
tersigned by  my  Secretary  of  State,  and  of  the  universal 
department  of  grace  and  justice  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  at 
Saint  ndefonso,  on  the  1st  of  October,  eighteen  hundred. 

THE  KING. 

Countersigned  :  Jose  As^tottio  Cayallxko. 

[ratificatiob.] 
In  virtue  of  the  49th  article  of  the  constitution,  I  ap- 
prove the  foregoing  treaty,  in  all  and  each  of  its  articles 
therein  contained,  declaring  that  it  is  accepted,  ratified,  and 
confirmed,  and  promising  that  it  shall  be  inviolably  ob- 
served. 

In  faith  whereof,  these  presents  have  been  issued,  sign- 
ed, countersigned,  and  seded  with  the  great  seal  of  the  re- 
public, at  Paris,  on  the  twenty -seventh  of  Vendemiaire,  in 
the  ninth  year  of  the  French  republic,  (19th  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred.) 

BONAPARTE. 
By  the  First  Consul : 

HUGUB8  MARET,  Secretary  of  State. 
CHARLES  MAURICE  TALLEYRAND,        | 
Minister  of  Foreign  Relations. 

L. 

Treaty  of  March  21,  1801,  between  the  French  republic 

and  Spain. 
Translated  from  a  certified  copy  of  the  original,  in  French 
and  Spanish,   depointed  in  the  archives  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  at  Madrid. 

The  First  Consul  of  the  French  republic  and  his  Catho- 
lic Majesty,  desh-ing  to  e?tablish  definitively  what  States 


are  to  be  given,  as  equivalents  for  thoee  of  Parma,  to  the 
SOD  of  the  present  Duke,  the  infant  Don  Ferdinand,  brother 
of  the  Queen  of  Spain,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  ar- 
ticles, and  have  aathorized  to  fonn  this  treaty,  to  wit :  the 
First  Consul,  citizen  Lncien  Bonaparte,  the  present  am- 
bassador of  the  republic  near  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and 
his  Catholic  Majesty  the  Prince  of  the  Peace,  who  have 
agreed  upon  the  following  articles ; 

Abticlb  1 .  The  reigning  Duke  of  Paima  renounces, 
fur  himself  and  his  heirs,  forever,  the  Dutchy  of  Parma, 
with  all  of  its  dependencies,  in  favor  of  the  French  repub- 
lic ;  and  his  Catholic  Majesty  guaranties  this  rennndation. 

Abt.  2.  The  Grand  Dutchy  of  Tusctoy,  which  has  been 
likewise  renounced  by  the  Grand  Duke,  and  ended  to  the 
French  republic,  under  the  guarantee  of  the  Emperor  of 
Germany,  shall  be  given  to  the  son  of  the  Duke  of  PaRoa, 
in  compensation  for  his  States  which  have  been  ceded  by 
his  father,  the  infbnt,  and  in  virtue  of  another  treaty  pre- 
viously made  between  his  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  First 
Consul  of  the  French  republic. 

Abt.  3.  The  Prince  of  Parma  will  proceed  to  Florence, 
where  he  will  be  recognised  as  sovereign  of  all  the  Stales 
belonging  to  the  Grand  Dutchy,  and  he  will  receive,  in  the 
most  solemn  form,  from  the  hands  of  the  constituted  author- 
ities of  the  country,  the  keys  and  the  oath  of  vassalage  due 
to  him  as  the  sovereign.  The  First  Consul  will  aid,  with 
all  his  forces,  in  the  peaceful  accomplbhment  of  this  con- 
vention. 

Abt.  4.  The  Prince  of  Parma  shall  be  recognised  as 
King  of  Tuscany,  with  all  the  honors  due  to  his  rank ;  and 
the  First  Consul  will  cause  him  to  be  acknowledged  and 
treated  as  such  King  by  all  the  other  Powers  whose  recog- 
nilions  should  precede  the  act  of  possession. 

Abt.  5.  The  dependent  portion  of  the  Isle  of  Elba,  be- 
longing to  Tuscany,  shall  remain  in  the  power  of  the  French 
republic ;  and  the  First  Consul  shall  give  as  an  equivalent 
to  the  King  of  Tuscany  the  country  of  Piombino,  which 
belonged  to  the  King  of  Naples. 

Abt.  6.  As  this  treaty  has  its  origin  in  that  concluded 
between  the  First  Consul  and  his  Catholic  Majesty,  by 
which  the  King  cedes  to  France  the  possesrion  of  Louisi- 
ana, the  contracting  parties  agree  to  cany  into  etket  the 
articles  of  that  treaty  ;  and  that,  while  the  difficulties  with 
regard  to  them  are  in  process  of  arrangement,  the  present 
treaty  shall  not  destroy  the  rights  of  either  party. 

Abt.  7.  And  as  the  new  house  which  is  to  be  estab- 
lished in  Tuscany  is  of  the  Spanish  &mily,  those  States 
shall  always  be  the  property  of  Spain,  and  an  infant  of  that 
family  shall  reign  there  in  case  of  a  failure  of  the  succes- 
sion of  the  King  now  placed  on  the  throne,  or  of  his  chil- 
dren, if  he  should  have  any^  in  which  event  the  children  of 
the  reigning  house  of  Spain  shall  succeed. 

Abt.  8.  The  First  Consul  and  his  Catholic  Majesty,  in 
consideration  of  the  renunciation  of  the  reigning  Duke  of 
Parma  in  favor  of  his  son,  will  determine  upon  some 
honorable  indemnification  for  him,  either  in  possessions 
or  in  an  annuity. 

Abt.  9.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified,  and  fte 
ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  within  three  weeks,  other- 
wise it  will,  after  that  period,  be  of  no  value. 

Done  at  Aranjuez,  on  this  thirtieth  of  Ventose,  in  the 
ninth  year  of  the  republic,  (March  21,  1801.) 
LUCIEN  BONAPARTE, 

T?ie  Prince  of  the  Peace. 


To  the  copy  from  which  the  above  trandation  wi 
are  appended  the  certificates  of  Don  Ceferino  Cevalloe, 
archivist  of  the  Department  of  State  of  Spain,  to  ito  exact 
conformity  with  the  original,  and  of  Don  Angel  Caldenm 
de  la  Barca,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pIenqM>ten- 
tiary  of  Spain,  in  Washington,  of  its  having  been  raoeived 
by  him  from  the  said  Cevallos  and  delivereid  to  the  Hon. 
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J.   M.  White,  of  Florida.     Faithfully  Uanslated  by  me, 
Robert   Greenhow,   translator    of   foreign    languages  to 
the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States. 
WASKiiroToif,  Mareh  23,  1836. 

M. 
Translation  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of 

Spain  fo   Charles  Pinekney,    Minister  of  the  United 

States  to  Madrid,  refusing  to  sell  the  Floridas  to  the 

United  States. 

Aeak ju&z,  April  7,  1 802. 

Sir  :  I  have  communicated  to  his  Majesty  the  proposi^ 
tion  which  your  excellency  made  in  the  name  of  your  Gov- 
ernment, in  your  official  letter  of  the  24th  of  March  last, 
respecting  the  cession  of  the  two  Floridas  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  by  sale.  His  Majesty  having  been 
made  well  acquainted  with  every  thing  advanced  by  your 
excellency  in  support  of  that  idea,  has  commanded  me  to 
inform  you,  in  reply,  that  his  Majesty  rejoices  in  every 
opportunity  of  strengthening  the  bonds  of  friendship  with 
the  United  States  of  America,  but  that  the  subject  in  ques- 
tion, being  one  of  the  utmost  weight  and  importance, 
merits  great  circumspection  before  it  can  be  determined. 

With  regard  to  the  request  made  by  you  in  the  same 
official  letter,  that  a  mercantile  agent  of  the  United  States 
should  be  permitted  to  reside  at  New  Orleans,  his  Majesty 
does  not  accede  to  it,  as  it  is  prohibited  by  our  laws  of  the 
Indies ;  and  from  the  just  consideration  Uiat,  by  making 
one  example  of  that  kind,  the  door  would  be  opened  for 
like  demands  on  the  part  of  other  nations. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  assure  you  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration,  &c. 

PEDRO  CEVALLOS. 

To  Chablxs  Pincknet,  Esq., 
Envoy  Extraordinary  andJiKnister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

The  above  was  translated  by  Robert  Greenhow,  transla- 
tor of  foreign  languages  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  from  a  copy,  in  Spanish,  of  the  original,  ex- 
isting in  the  archives  of  the  Department  of  State  at  Mad- 
rid ;  which  is  authenticated  by  the  certificate  of  Don  Gefe- 
rino  de  Cevallos,  the  keeper  of  those  archives,  and  by  that 
of  Don  A.  Oalderon  de  la  Barca,  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Spain  in  the  United  States. 

N. 
From  Charles  Pinckney,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America 
at  Madrid,   to  his  Excellency  Don  Pedro   Cevallos, 
Secretary  of  State  ofS^ain. 

A&AVJUxz,  February  17,  1803. 
I  had  the  honor,  last  evening,  to  state  to  your  excellen- 
cy the  nature  of  the  information  I  had  received  from  our 
Government,  and  their  instructiotui  respecting  the  conduct 
of  the  intendant  of  New  Orleans,  in  prohibiting  the  de- 
posite  of  American  effiects,  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  1796. 
I  trust,  fram  the  statements  then  made,  your  excellency 
was  fully  impressed  with  the  delicacy  and  pressing  im- 
portance of  the  subject,  and  the  sensibility  and  anxiety  of 
our  Government  and  citiiens  to  have  this  order  of  the  in- 
tendant immediately  revoked,  under  the  conviction  that  it 
was  issued  without  the  knowledge  of  his  Mijeety  or  his 
Government,  on  whose  honorable  and  exact  compliance 
with  treaties  they  had  the  most  perfect  reliance.  It  was 
with  particular  pleasure,  therefore,  I  received  from  your 
excellency  the  information  that  this  order  of  the  intendant 
had  been  issued  by  him  without  the  knowledge  of  his 
Majesty  or  his  Government,  and  that  order*  should  be  im- 
mediately sent  to  New  Orleans,  to  the  intendant  and  prop- 
er authorities  there,  to  regulate  the  commerce  and  inter- 
course of  ^e  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  that  port  by 


the  treaty  of  1795,  und  to  place  the  same  on  the  footing  it 
had  l>een  from  the  foundation  of  that  treaty  to  the  issuing 
of  the  intendant's  order.  Your  excellency  was  pleased  to 
add  that  you  would  transmit  a  duplicate  of  this  order  to 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majesty  in  the  United 
States,  to  be  shown  to  their  Government,  and  forwarded 
by  your  minister  to  New  Orleans.  I  will,  at  the  same 
time,  thank  your  excellency  to  be  so  obliging  as  to  favor 
me  with  a  copy  of  the  order,  that  I  might  also  be  enabled 
to  transmit  it  by  some  safe  and  speedy  opportunity.  I  had 
the  honor,  yesterday,  to  state  to  your  excellency  the  anx- 
iety of  our  Government  on  the  subieet  of  possessing  the 
territory  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi.  The  im- 
portance of  this  acquisition  to  them,  for  the  purposes  of 
securing  to  the  citizens  of  one  hodf  of  the  United  States 
the  certain  means  of  exporting  their  produeti,  has  been 
so  fully  explained  to  your  excellency,  in  niy  letter  written 
in  March  last,  and  in  subsequent  conversations,  that  I 
need  not,  at  this  time,  go  again  into  the  subject.  Re- 
ferring your  excellency  to  them,  I  have  now  to  say  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  from  many  circumstan- 
ces, as  well  as  from  the  conduct  of  the  intendant,  feel 
themselves  every  day  more  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
their  having  a  permanent  establishment  on  the  Mississip- 
pi, convenient  for  the  purposes  of  navigation,  and  be- 
longing solely  to  them.  To  obtain  this,  they  have  au- 
th^zed  m£  to  sav  that,  should  his  Majesty  be  now  in- 
clined to  sell  to  the  United  Staies  his  possessions  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river  Mississippi,  or  between  that  and 
the  river  Mobile,  agreeably  to  the  propositions  enclosed, 
the  United  States  will  nuJce  to  his  Majesty,  and  I  do  now 
in  their  name  make,  the  important  offer  of  guarantying 
to  him  and  his  successors  his  dominions  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi, It  is  with  his  Majesty  and  his  ministers  to  con- 
sider, for  the  reasons  I  had  the  honor  to  state  in  our  con- 
versation of  the  last  evening,  the  immense  importance  of 
this  offer  to  the  Spanish  crown,  and  to  reflect  how  far 
it  may  be  in  t/te  power  of  any  other  nation  to  make  an 
offer  so  truly  valuable  and  precious  as  this  is  to  Spain — 
one  that  the  United  States  would  never  have  made,  but 
from  a  conviction  of  the  indispensable  necessity  of  their 
possessing  a  suitable  establiahment  on 'this  river,  and  which 
this  territory  can  alone  furnish.  The  unshaken,  and,  in- 
deed, unimpeached  honor  of  the  United  States,  in  the  ex- 
act performance  of  treaties  and  guarantees,  and  in  all 
their  public  contracts  and  transactions,  is  so  well  known  as 
certainly  to  convince  his  Majesty  and  bis  ministers  that 
any  stipulations  on  their  part  will  be  faithfully  executed. 
Referring  your  excellency  to  our  conversation  the  last 
evening,  in  which  I  opened  to  you  many  of  the  reasons 
for  making  this  offer,  I  wish  your  excellency  to  submit 
them  to  hts  Majesty,  and  in  a  short  time  I  will  have  the 
honor  to  see  your  excellency  again,  on  my  return  from 
Madrid,  for  which  place,  for  the  present,  I  will  thank 
your  excellency  to  direct  your  letters  for  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  See. 

CHARLES  PINCKNEY. 

O. 

Propositions  made  to  Spain  on  the  \7th  of  February, 
1803,  by  Charles  Pinckney,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States, 

1.  The  United  States  will  purchase  the  possessions  of 
his  Catholic  Majesty  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi, for  which  they  will  pay  — ^—  dollars. 

2.  They  will  purcliaae  these  possessions,  for  which  they 
will  pay  •— ^—  dollars ;  and,  moreover,  guaranty  to  his 
Majesty  and  his  successors  his  possessions  beyond  the 
river  Mississippi. 

3.  They  will  purchase  the  country  between  the  riven 
Mtaeissippi  and  Mobile,  belonging  to  his  Majesty,  and, 
also,  places  of  deposito  near  the  mouths  of  the  other  ri«">~ 
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Employment  of  Boys  in  the  Veueh  of  the  United  States, 


pasiing  fTom  their  territory  through  cither  of  th«  Floridas, 
for  which  they  will  pay  -^— *  dollars,  or  enter  into  other 
obligatioDs,  which  may  bo  thought  equivalent  to  the  ac- 
quirement. 

4.  If  none  of  these  propositions  can  be  acceded  to,  they 
will  then  purchase  certain  tracts  of  country  on  the  banks 
of  the  MisaiBsippi  and  the  other  riTert  pa»aing  from  their 
territory  into  that  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  for  which  they 
will  pay  ■  dollars,   or  enter    into  other  obligations 

which  may  be  thought  equivalent  to  the  acquirement. 

P. 
Translation  of  a  Utter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
Spain  to   Charles  Pinekney,  Minister  of  the  Unitul 
States  of  America  at  Madrid, 

Palace,  July  19,  1803. 

To  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  of  America  : 

8iH  :  His  Majesty  the  King  having  given  orders  to  his 
minister  near  the  United  States  of  America  to  make  known 
to  that  Government  the  absolute  nullity  of  the  proceedings 
of  France  in  disposing  of  Louisiana,  which  she  had  for- 
mally and  positively  engaged  not  to  sell,  I  now  communi- 
cate the  same  to  you,  in  order  that  you  may  submit  it  to 
your  Government,  which  will  thus  receive  it  by  distinct 
channels.  At  the  same  time,  I  must  inform  you,  in  re- 
ply to  the  assurance  given  me  by  you  at  our  last  confer- 
ence that  France  had  also  ceded  West  Florida,  that  the 
said  province  never  has  at  any  time  or  by  any  title  be- 
longed to  the  French. 

I  am,  &c. 

PEDRO  CEVALLOS. 

Translated  by  Robert  Greenhow,  translator  of  forejjg^ 
languages  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
from  a  copy  of  the  original,  in  Spanish,  which  is  deposited 
in  the  archives  of  the  Department  of  State  of  Madrid  ; 
which  copy  was  authenticated  by  the  certificates  of  Don 
Ceferino  Cevallos,  keeper  of  those  archives,  and  of  Don 
A.  Calderon  de  la  Barca,  minister  of  Spain  in  the  United 
States. 

Q. 
Protest  of  the  Marquis  de  Casa  Calw,  Commissioner  of 

Spain,  respecting  the  pretensions  of  the  United  States, 
'    addressed  to  M.  Laussat,  the  Colonial  Prefect  of  Louisi^ 

ana,  with  the  reply  of  the  latter. 

Translated  by  Robert  Greenhow,  translator  of  foreign 
languages  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  from  copies  taken  from  originals  in  the  archives 
of  the  Department  of  State  of  Madrid ;  which  copies 
were  authenticated  by  the  certificatos  of  Don  Ceferino 
de  Cevallos,  keeper  of  the  said  archives,  and  of  Don  A. 
Calderon  de  la  Barca,  minister  of  Spain  in  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Nsw  Orlsaits,  March  31,  1804. 
To  the  Colonial  Prefect  and  Commissioner  of  the  French 
Republic  : 
I  should  be  guilty  of  a  great  dereliction  from  my  duty, 
and  from  the  necessities  imposed  by  the  confidence  of  the 
King  my  master,  when  be  gave  me  my  commission,  if, 
while  yon  are  preparing  for  your  voyage,  and  terminating 
the  operations  in  which  I  was  also  destined  to  bear  a  part, 
I  should  neglect  to  communicate  to  yon,  in  the  name  of 
the  King,  that  Spain  cannot  with  indifference  regard  the 
exorbitant  propositions  which  the  United  States  are  be- 
ginning to  set  forth,  with  regard  !»  the  limits,  both  to  the 
east  and  the  west,  of  the  province  of  Louisiana.  The 
limits  on  the  east  are  established  by  solemn  treaties,  and 
for  that  very  reason  are  absolutely  unquestionable ;  it  how- 
ever appears  that  France  herself  is  supporting  the  establish- 
ment of  those  on  the  west,  at  the  mouth  of  the  riter  Bravo. 
*  — 'not,  therefore,  refrain  from  entering  my  most  solemn 


protest  against  any  operations  or  intentions  of  estabU^ing 
the  limits  beyond  the  river  Sabine,  until  his  Majesty  shall 
have  resolved  upon  some  measure  with  regard  to  the  sub- 
ject ;  as  such  a  proceeding  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  in- 
terests of  Spain,  and  would  tend  to  dismember  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  internal  provinces  of  Mexico,  to  the 
great  damage  of  the  dominions  of  his  Majesty  and  of  his 
subjects. 

And  in  order  that  this  may  forever  be  public,  I  beseech 
you,  sir,  to  inform  your  Government  of  it,  in  order  that 
the  limits  may  be  settled  truly,  which  now  appear  unde- 
termined, and  the  operations  of  tracing  them  may  be  be- 
gun upon  the  bases  already  acknowledged  by  France  when 
she  formerly  possessed  the  province  of  Louisiana. 

May  God  preserve  you  many  years. 

THE  MARQUIS  DE  CASA  CAL70. 

R. 

Reply  to  the  foregoing  Protest. 

Niw  Obis  ASS,  12  o/  Germinal,  year  12, 

C2d  of  April,  1S04.J 
To  the  Marquis  de  Casa  Caho,  Brigadier  of  the  armies  of 
Spain,  and  Commissioner  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  : 
S]n :  I  will  faithfully  submit  to  my  Government  the 
declaration,  in  the  form  of  a  protest,  which  you  placed  in 
my  hands  by  your  letter  of  the  10th  of  Grerminal  of  the 
present  year,  (March  31,  1804,)  respecting  the  limits  which 
should  be  established  for  Louisiana,  according  to  the  trea- 
ty of  restoration  and  of  cession,  in  execution  of  which  I 
here  represent  the  French  people,  by  commission  from  the 
First  Consul.  I  have  the  honor  to  salute  you,  air,  with 
the  greatest  consideration. 

LAUSSAT. 


EMPLOYMENT    OF    BOYS    IN   THE    VESSELS 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Is  Sbhatb  of  thb  UiriTBD  States, 

January  81,  1837. 
Mr,  Davis  submitted  the  following  report  : 
The  Committee  on  Commerce  have  had  under  considera- 
tion a  bill  to  encourage  the  employment  of  boys  in  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  report  thereon  as  fol- 
lows: 

They  are  informed  that  the  professed  object  of  said  bill 
is  to  increase  the  number  of  our  seamen,  by  compelling 
shipe  which  go  on  foreign  voyages  to  take  out  as  part  of 
the  crew  a  certain  proportion  of  boys,  who  are  to  serve  as 
apprentices  to  learn  the  art  of  seamanship. 

In  this  it  is  alleged  that  this  Government  has  an  obvious 
interest,  for,  as  a  maritime  Power,  it  most  defend  itaelf 
and  its  commerce  against  aggresaion  npon  the  ocean. 

It  is  said  that  every  nation  situated  as  we  are  consults 
its  security,  the  safety  of  private  property,  and  the  honor 
of  its  flag,  by  encouraging  in  suitable  ways  and  by  proper 
inducements  young  persons  to  engage  in  sea  servioB;  for 
the  country  must  rely  on  the  commercial  marine  for  the 
support  and  efficiency  of  its  navy. 

This  is  one  ground  on  which  the  fisheries  are  encoarag- 
ed,  and  they  are  the  greatest  nursery  of  seamen. 

While  the  measure  before  us  may  be  admitted  as  having 
this  tendency,  it  must  not  escape  our  observation  that  it  is 
not  for  the  interest  of  navigators  to  take  boys  to  sea ;  if  it 
were,  there  would  be  no  occasion  ta  compel  them  to  it. 

On  the  contrary,  it  would  be  burdensome,  and,  as  far  as 
onerous,  injurious  to  navigators,  and  tend  to  equalise  their 
condition  with  that  of  foreigners. 

The  English  entertain  the  opinion,  and  probably  not 
without  cause  for  it,  that  our  seamen,  as  a  elaas,  are  mcne 
ofllcient,  able,  intelligent  navigators  than  theirs. 

The  proof  of  this  b  found  in  the  fact  that  we  sail  onr 
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vessels  with  less  nnmerical  force,  and  actually  make  oar  voy- 
ages with  greater  despatch. 

In  the  trade  between  the  two  countries  we  are  upon  a 
footing  of  equality,  and  it  is  from  this  superior  seamanship 
that  we  retain  such  a  large  proportion  of  the  freighting ;  for 
wages  in  England  are  not  as  high  as  in  our  ports. 

We  must  Uierefore  be  cautious  about  loading  navigation 
with  new  burdens,  lest  the  profits  of  the  business  should 
not  justify  it. 

On  this  point  we  have  taken  the  opinions  of  several  of 
the  chambers  of  commerce,  and  we  find  them  divided  on 
this  question. 

It  has  not  also  escaped  our  observation  that  an  opinion 
is  prevalent  that,  in  the  large  cities,  the  character  of  our  sea- 
men is  deteriorating.  We  have  proofs  on  this  head  tend- 
ing to  establish  the  affirmative  of  this  proposition,  and  to 
establish  the  fact  that  we  are  either  employing  foreigners, 
or,  for  the  want  of  proper  moral  supervision,  our  seamen 
are  fast  assimilating  in  character  to  foreigners. 

Much  concern  has  been  felt  by  observing  men  on  this 
head  ;  for,  when  we  cease  to  be  superior,  then  their  naviga- 
ting interest  will  triumph,  for  they  give  less  wages  than 
we. 

Measures  to  elevate  and  preserve  the  character  and  the 
number  of  our  seamen  must  at  all  times  command  consid- 
erate attention ;  and  this  measure  would  make  a  strong  ap- 
peal for  an  experiment,  if  it  did  not  evidently  bring  with  it 
burdens  which  it  is  feared  ought  not  to  be  laid  upon  a  class 
of  men  struggling  with  a  gigantic  competitor. 

The  committee  have,  therefore,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  measure  is  inex- 
pedient for  the  present,  upon  the  information  before  them, 
and  therefore  recommend  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  bill.  Further  and  better  information  may  lead  to  a 
change  of  opinion. 

The  committee  may  also  add  that  they  find  no  inconsid- 
erable difficulty  in  securing,  by  suitable  provisions,  the 
rights  of  boys  sent  to  sea  as  apprentices.  On  a  violation  of 
the  contract,  or  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  master  to  observe 
his  duties  and  obligations,  the  boy  ought  to  be  discharged  ; 
but  it  is  not  easy,  in  a  large  portion  of  our  ports,  to  devise 
a  satisfactory  method  of  doing  it. 


PATENT  OFFICE. 


In  S£Nate  of  ths  United  States, 

January  9,  1837. 

Mr.  Ruggles  made  the  following  report,' 
The  special  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report 
the  extent  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  burning  of  the 
Patent  Office,  and  to  consider  whether  any  and  what 
measures  ought  to  be  adopted  to  repair  the  loss,  and  to 
establish  such  evidences  of  property  in  patented  inven- 
tions as  the  destruction  of  the  records  and  drawings  may 
have  rendered  necessary  for  its  security,  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

In  examining  the  subject  referred  to  them,  the  commit- 
tee have  been  deeply  impressed  with  the  loss  the  country 
has  sustained  in  the  destruction,  by  the  fire  of  the  15t'b 
December,  of  the  records,  originals,  drawings,  models,  dec, 
belonging  to  the  Patent  Office,  They  not  only  embraced 
the  whole  history  of  American  invention  for  nearly  half  a 
century,  but  were '  the  muniments  o"f  property  of  vast 
amount,  secured  by  law  to  a  great  number  of  individuals, 
both  citizens  and  foreigrnors,  the  protection  and  security  of 
which  must  now  become  seriously  difficult  and  precarious. 
Every  thing  belonging  to  the  office  was  destroyed — noth- 
ing was  saved.  There  were  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
large  folio  volumes  of  records,  and  twenty-six  large  port- 
folios, containing  nine  thousand  drawings,  many  of  which 
w^ore  beautifully  executed  and  very  valuable ;  there  were  also 
Vol.  XIII.— J5e 


all  the  original  descriptions  and  specifications  of  inventions, 
in  all  about  ten  thousand,  besides  caveats  and  many  other 
documents  and  pa{)ers. 

There  were  also  two  hundred  and  thirty  volumes  of  books 
belonging  to  the  Patent  Office  library,  the  cost  of  which 
was  $1,000.  Some  of  these  were  procured  prior  to  tlie 
passage  of  the  act  of  July  4,  1836,  making  an  appropria- 
tion of  $1,500  for  procuring  a  library  of  scientific  works. 
Others  were  procured  subsequently,  for  which  $320  of  that 
appropriation  was  expended. 

The  model-cases,  press  and  seals,  desks,  book-cases» 
and  other  furniture  and  effects  belonging  to  the  office,  were 
estimated  at  $6,600. 

The  foregoing  are  more  particularly  described  in  sched- 
ules A,  B,  and  C,  annexed  to  a  letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Patents,  in  reply  to  inquiries  made  by  the  com- 
mittee, which  accompanies  this  report. 

The  Patent  Office  contained  also  the  largest  and  most 
interesting  collection  of  models  in  the  world.  It  was  an 
object  of  just  pride  to  every  American  able  to  appreciate  its 
value  as  an  item  in  the  estimate  of  national  character,  or 
the  advantages  and  benefits  derivable  from  high  improve- 
ment in  the  useful  arts — a  pride  which  must  now  stand  re- 
buked by  the  improvidence  which  exposed  so  many  memo- 
rials and  evidences  of  the  superiority  of  American  genius 
to  the  destruction  which  has  overtaken  them. 

The  number  of  models  was  about  seven  thousand. 
Many  of  them  displayed  great  talent,  ingenuity,  and  me- 
chanical science.  The  A  merican  inventions  pertaining  to  the 
spinning  of  cotton  and  wool,  and  the  manufacture  of  ftibrics, 
in  many  respects  exceed  those  of  any  other  nation,  and  re- 
duced so  much  the  expense  of  manufacture,  that  the  Brit* 
ish  manufacturers  were  reluctantly  obliged,  at  the  expense 
of  a  little  national  pride,  to  lay  aside  their  own  machinery 
and  adopt  our  improvements,  to  prevent  our  underselling 
them,  even  in  their  home  market.  In  this  department  were 
the  inventions  of  Browne,  Thorpe,  Danfortlj,  Couilliard, 
Calvert,  and  some  others.  The  beautiful  operative  model 
of  Wilkinson's  machine  for  manufacturing  weavers'  reeds 
by  one  operation  was  considered  one  of  the  most  ingenious 
mechanical  combinations  ever  invented.  Of  this  character 
was  Whittemore's  celebrated  machine  for  making  wool 
cards.  There  were  several  models  of  valuable  improve- 
ments in  shearing  and  napping  cloth,  patented  to  Swift, 
Stowell,  Dewey,  Parsons,  Daniels,  and  others. 

In  another  department  were  several  models  of  machines 
for  manufacturing  cut  and  wrought  nails.  The  machinery 
for  this  purpose,  which  has  reducetl  so  much  the  price  of 
that  important  article,  was  of  purely  American  origin,  and 
was  invented  by  Briggs,  Perkins,  Reed,  Odiome,  and  sev- 
eral others. 

The  models  of  improvements  in  grist-mills,  saw-mills, 
water-wheels,  &c.,  were  numerous. 

The  application  of  steam  power  to  the  driving  of  all 
kinds  of  machinery,  for  propelling  boats,  locomotives,  mills, 
and  factories,  has  brought  out  a  great  number  of  American 
inventions  and  improvements,  displaying  a  degree  of 
talent,  ingenuity,  and  science,  highly  creditable  to  our 
country.  Some  of  the  models  in  this  department  were  very 
valuable.  America  claims  the  honor  (contested,  indeed, 
by  England)  of  the  first  successful  attempt  to  apply  the 
power  of  steam  to  the  propelling  of  vessels.  The  name  of 
Fulton  is  associated  with  one  of  the  noblest  effijrts  of 
genius  and  science.  It  has  often  been  regretted  that  no 
model  was  preserved  of  his  steamboat,  which  was  the  first 
to  demonstrate  the  practicability  of  making  steam  subser- 
vient to  the  purposes  of  useful  navigation.  There  was, 
however,  deposited  in  the  Patent  Office  a  volume  of  draw- 
ings, elegantly  executed  by  his  own  hand,  delineating  the 
various  parts  of  the  machinery  he  employed,  and  embracing 
three  beautiful  representations  of  his  steamer,  making  iu 
first  triumphant  struggle  against  the  opposing  current  of 
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the  Hadflon.  The  steamer  was  represented  passing  through 
the  Highlands,  and  at  two  or  three  other  interesting  poinU 
on  the  river,  with  a  beautiful  sketching  of  the  surrounding 
scenery,  smiling  as  it  were  at  the  victory  which  science  and 
art  bad  at  last  achieved  over  the  power  of  the  winds  and  the 
waters,  and  at  the  openuig  era  of  steam  navigation,  the  bene- 
fits of  which  buve  since  been  so  widely  diffused.  It  contain- 
ed, also,  an  account  of  his  eiperiments  on  the  resistance  of 
fluids,  and  various  estimates  of  the  power  required  to  propel 
vessels  of  various  tonnage  and  form  through  the  water,  at  a 
greater  or  lets  speed.  This  volume,  which  should  have 
been  preserved  among  our  choicest  archives,  shared  the  fate 
of  every  thing  else  in  the  office.  What  sum  would  be  too 
great  to  be  expended  in  replacing  it ! 

The  department  of  agriculture  contained  a  great  number 
of  models  of  highly  useful  improvements  in  the  implements 
of  husbandly.  The  number  of  inventions  which  had  for 
their  object  the  advancement  of  the  agricultural  interests 
was  about  fifteen  hundred ;  those  which  pertained  to  navi- 
gation were  little  short  of  a  thousand.  The  inventions 
and  improvements  in  factory  machinery,  and  in  the  various 
manufactures,  were  upwards  of  two  thousand.  In  the 
common  mechanical  trades  there  were  as  many  more.  It 
were  vain  to  attempt  to  enumerate  or  classify  them  within 
the  reasonable  space  of  a  report  of  committee.  There  was 
no  art  or  pursuit  to  which  ingenuity  and  invention  had  not 
lent  their  aid. 

That  this  great  national  repository  should  have  received 
so  little  consideration  heretofore  as  to  be  left  so  long  expo- 
sed to  conflagration,  which  has  at  last  swept  every  vestige 
of  it  from  existence,  cannot  be  too  deeply  deplored.  But 
the  reproach  does  not  rest  at  the  door  of  the  present  Con- 
gress. The  act  passed  at  its  first  session,  reorganizing  the 
ofiice,  containing  many  important  provisions  for  its  man- 
agement, and  the  appropriation  for  erecting  a  fire-proof 
building,  for  the  accommodation  and  preservation  of  the 
records,  models,  dec,  which  is  now  under  construction,  at- 
ftot  the  interest  inspired  and  the  attention  devoted  to  it, 
though,  unfortunately,  too  late  to  rescue  it  from  destruc- 
tion. 

That  the  benefit  of  such  an  institution  is  limited  to  the 
mechanic  arts  and  manufactures,  or  that  it  is  confined  to  any 
particular  section  of  the  Union,  is  an  erroneous  idea.  Its 
mfiuence  is  felt  in  every  branch  of  national  industry,  and 
no  one  section  of  the  country  can  justly  be  said  to  derive 
less  advantage  from  it  than  another.  The  idea  is  equally 
erroneous  that  such  institutions  are  established  for  the  ben- 
efit of  patentees  only.  The  advancement  of  great  nation- 
al interests  is  the  first  object  of  the  patent  laws  of  all  na- 
tions where  they  exist.  The  specifications,  models,  and 
drawings,  are  required,  that,  after  the  patent  term  shall  have 
expired,  the  public  may  have  the  benefit  of  a  disclosure  of 
the  invention,  so  full  and  intelligible  that  any  one  can  ap- 
ply its  principles  to  practical  use,  or  make  them  the  found- 
ation of  further  improvements. 

It  is  a  still  more  erroneous  idea  that  no  drawings  or  models 
of  new  inventions  are  of  use  to  the  public,  unless  the  ma- 
chinery they  represent  is  susceptible  of  a  practical  applicatiou 
to  tbe  use  designed.  Mechanical  science,  like  all  others,  is 
matured  and  perfected  by  degrees,  and  by  calling  to  its  aid 
the  investigations  and  ingenuity  of  various  minds.  Most 
inventions  are  but  tbe  foundation  of  progressive  improve- 
ments. It  is  necessary  to  know  what  has  been  done,  in 
order  to  know  what  remains  to  bo  accomplished.  Every  age 
avails  itself  of  the  experience  and  discoveries  of  that  which 
has  preceded  it;  were  it  otherwise,  knowledge  would  be  sta- 
tionary, and  eiftry  generation,  instead  of  being  wiser  than 
others  gone  by,  would  be  employed  in  learning  over  again 
what  bad  been  acquired  before.  The  drawings  and  models 
of  even  those  inventions  which  are  imperfect,  or  incapable 
of  producing  the  desired  effect,  serve  to  show  how  far  oth- 
ers have  progressed,  and  either  furnish  hints  for  the  full 


accomplishment  of  the  design,  or  as  beacons  to  enable  oth- 
ers to  avoid  fruitless  labor  and  expense.  Whoever  would 
attempt  to  improve  the  arts  must  begin  where  othen  have 
left  off:  hence,  the  model-rooms  of  the  Patent  Oiffice  were 
constantly  visited  by  men  of  genius  and  science  from  all 
sections  of  the  country,  and  from  Europe,  where  they 
were  able  at  once  to  discover  how  far  American  invention 
had  gone,  and  where  they  frequently  derived  important 
hinto  from  inventions  and  contrivances  of  apparently  but 
little  value. 

They  would  seem,  also,  to  be  almost  indispensable,  in  de- 
ciding upon  new  applications  for  patents,  to  enable  the 
proper  officers  to  judge  of  the  originality  of  the  inventiofi, 
and  to  prevent  the  issuing  of  interfering  patents.  It  often 
requires  a  very  close  examination  of  the  principles  of  a  ma- 
chine, and  a  careful  comparison  of  models  and  drawings 
to  discover  how  far  they  interfere  with  previous  invcDlions. 
The  provision  interdicting  tbe  granting  of  patenU  &r  what 
is  not  new  and  original  is  the  most  valuable  fiestore  of  the 
act  of  July  last.  But  it  will  be  impossible  for  tha  Com- 
missioner to  administer  the  law  in  that  particular,  accord- 
ing to  its  intent,  without  models  and  drawings  of  inven- 
tions previously  patented.  The  consequence  would  be,  in 
effect,  the  restoration  of  a  great  portion  of  the  evils  of  the 
former  system,  in  multiplying  conflicting  rights,  leading  to 
much  perplexity  and  expensive  litigation.  Much  of  the 
ground  travelled  over  in  tbe  last  forty  years  would  have  to 
be  travelled  over  again  before  the  point  could  be  reached 
at  which  we  had  arrived  prior  to  the  late  conflagration. 

The  committee,  therefore,  believe  that  it  is  important  to 
the  interest  of  the  countiy,  as  well  as  to  the  security  of  in- 
dividual rights,  tbat  measures  be  immediately  adopted  to  re- 
place, as  far  as  practicable,  the  records,  drawings,  snd 
models,  which  have  been  destroyed.  After  much  inquiry 
and  consideration,  the  committee  are  satisfied  that,  not- 
withstanding the  apprehensions  and  anxiety  so  geneiaUy 
entertained,  a  restoration  is  practicable  to  a  very  gratifying 
extent.  The  first  step  must  be  to  procure,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  copied  and  recorded  anew,  the  original  patents.  In 
most  instances,  descriptions  and  specificationa  of  the  inven- 
tions, and,  in  perhaps  a  sixth  or  eighth  part  of  the  casei^ 
drawings  also,  have  been  annexed  to  the  patents  when 
granted.  Drawings  have  been  attached  only  when  rpferred 
to  in  the  specifications.  The  whole  number  of  patents  is  a 
little  upwards  of  ten  thousand.  It  is  believed  that  from 
six  to  seven  thousand  may  be  obtained  for  reoad.  Many  of 
the  deficient  drawings  may  be  obtained  from  patentees,  or 
may  be  supplied  by  the  assistance  of  those  whose  tamiliar 
knowledge  of  the  inventions  will  enable  them,  aided  by 
the  spec^cations,  to  delineate  them  with  much  accuracy. 
Many  copies  heretofore  certified  from  the  record,  to  be  used 
as  evidence  in  the  conita,  will  supply  others. 

Of  the  models,  such  as  were  triffing  and  unimpoitent, 
containing  no  new  principle  or  combination  of  mechanism, 
and  not  useful  for  any  of  the  purposes  before  alluded  to,  it 
will  not  be  necessary  to  replace.  The  whole  nonber  of 
models  was  about  seven  thousand.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
the  Commissioner,  and  others  most  conversant  with  the 
subject,  that  three  thousand  of  the  most  important  can  be 
replaced,  which  will  form  a  very  interesting  and  valuable 
collection,  less  numerous,  indeed,  but  more  select,  and 
scarcely  less  useful,  than  that  which  has  been  destroyed. 
Some  of  these  would  be  replaced  by  voluntaiy  contribu- 
tions. But  the  greatest  portion  of  them,  even  of  those 
whose  restoration  would  be  most  desirable,  the  committee 
are  satisfied,  can  only  be  had  by  means  in  Uie  hands  of  the 
Government  If  it  were  in  the  power  of  the  Government 
to  compel  patentees  to  replace  the  models  and  drawings 
lost  by  its  improvidence,  it  would  be  an  onerous  and  un- 
just tax  upon  those  who,  by  their  ingenuity,  and  at  their 
own  expense,  built  up  an  institution  which,  in  its  connex- 
ion with  manu&ctures,  with  agriculture,  and  even  com- 
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nierce  Itself  has  done  much  to  advance  the  prosperity 
of  the  conntiy.  They  have  paid  into  the  Treasuiy 
$166,907  78  more  than  has  been  required  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  the  office,  including  the  salaries  of  the  officers 
employed  in  it ;  and  the  committee  cannot  hesitate  in  rec- 
ommending the  appropriation  of  that  balance  to  cany  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  the  bill  which  is  herewith  submitted. 
The  sentiment  is  not  an  uncommon  one,  that  the  tax  upon 
patents  is  both  unwise  in  policy  and  unjust  in  principle. 
Inventors  are  public  benefactors,  eontributmg  to  the  promo- 
tion and  improvement  of  all  brandiies  of  national  industry, 
and»  in  most  instances,  without  any  adequate  remunera- 
tion. Who  has  done  more  to  enrich  the  South,  nay,  in- 
directly, the  whole  country,  than  Whitney  ?  And  what 
was  his  reward  ?  Let  the  South  answer.  Evans  and 
Fulton,  with  genius  and  talents  never,  while  they  lived, 
appreciated  to  their  worth,  died  overwhelmed  by  embarrass- 
ments. Whittemore,  it  is  true,  was  more  fortunate ;  but 
it  was  said  that  he  availed  himself  of  the  mechanical  gen- 
ius of  another,  who  lived  and  died  in  poverty  and  obscurity. 
It  has  not  been  the  policy  of  our  Government  to  draw  a 
revenue  from  patentees.  The  duty  imposed  was  intended 
only  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  issuing  patents. 
Many  believe  that  even  that  should  not  be  exacted.  It  is 
levying  a  contribution  upon  scienoe  and  faigenuity,  which 
cost  the  nation  nothing,  while  they  confer  upon  it  impor- 
tant benefits. 

The  measures  to  be  adopted  in  seleeting  and  obtaining 
the  models,  and  many  of  the  drawings,  are  matters  of  detail, 
involving  such  a  variety  of  circumstanoes  and  eonsidera- 
tionsy  that  is  impossible  to  make  provision  for  them  by 
law.  That  properly  bekmgs  and  diould  be  intrusted  to  a 
temporary  board  of  commissioners.  The  sum  required  to 
replace  the  three  thousand  models,  which  would  include 
all  whose  preservation  would  be  moet  desirable,  is  estima- 
ted by  the  Commissioner  at  $100,600.  The  expense  of 
transcribing  and  recording  descriptions,  specifications, 
drawings,  and  assignments,  is  estimated  at  $53,000. 
A  judicious  and  economical  expenditure  of  these  sums,  it 
is  believed,  will  restore  the  records  and  models  to  die  full 
extent  contemplated  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill  submitted. 
By  the  statement  from  the  Treasury  I>epartment,  (marked 
B, )  it  appears  that  the  balance  of  the  patent  fund  on  the 
3  Ist  December  last  was  $156,907  73,  including  moneys 
received  for  patents  and  copies  prior  to  the  act  of  July, 
1836,  which,  though  not  expressly  embraced  by  the  terms 
of  that  act,  properly  belong  to  that  fund.  This  balance 
will  cover  the  expenditures  above  proposed  of  $153,000, 
together  with  $3, 100  for.  record  books,  desks,  and  other 
office  furniture,  as  per  estimate  D,  and  leave  a  balance  of 
$807  73. 

With  such  a  restoration,  and  the  addition  of  the  speci- 
mens of  fabrics  and  manufitctnres  of  various  kinds  which 
are  in  preparation  in  a  number  of  the  manu&ctories  and 
workshops  of  the  country,  to  be  deposited  in  rooms  in  the 
new  building,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  July  last,  we  shall 
soon  have  less  reason  than  is  now  apprehended  throughout 
the  country  to  deplore  the  destruction  of  this  great  na- 
tional repository.  In  two  or  three  years  the  number  of 
models  will  be  scarcely  less,  and  their  character  and  value 
in  the  aggregate  greatly  improved. 

It  appears  by  the  Commissioner  that  an  additional  exam- 
ining clerk  and  also  another  copying  clerk  are  neces- 
sary to  keep  up  the  increasing  business  of  the  office. 
The  new  duties  assig^ned  to  the  examining  deik  make 
it  a  very  responsible  and  laborious  office.  It  is  his 
business  to  make  himself  fuHy  acquainted  with  the 
principles  of  the  invention  for  which  a  patent  is  sought, 
and  to  make  a  thorough  investigation  of  all  that  has  been 
before  known  or  invented,  mther  in  Europe  or  America, 
on  the  particular  subject  presented  for  his  examination. 
He  must  ascertain  how  far  the  invention  interferes,  in  any 


of  its  parts,  with  other  previous  inventions  or  things  previ. 
ously  in  use.  He  must  point  out  and  describe  the  extent 
of  such  collision  and  interference,  that  the  applicant  may 
have  the  benefit  of  the  information  in  so  shaping  or  re- 
stricting his  claim  of  originality  as  not  to  trespass  upon  the 
rights  of  others.  The  applicant  should  also  be  referred  to 
the  sources  of  this  information,  that  he  may  be  able 
to  satisfy  himself  on  the  particular  points  of  interfer- 
ence. This  frequently  leads  to  a  lengthy  correspondence^ 
before  the  applicant  can  be  persuaded  that  his  invention,  or 
some  rejected  part  of  it,  is  not  new.  He  often  employs 
skilful  and  persevering  counsel  to  urge  and  enforce  by  argu- 
ment new  views  of  the  principles  of  his  invention,  who 
sometimes  brings  to  his  aid  much  mechanical  astuteness. 
The  examiner  must  also  see  that  the  specification  accords 
with  the  drawing,  and  that  the  model  is  in  conformity  with 
both. 

An  efficient  and  just  discharge  of  these  duties,  it  is  ob- 
vious, requires  extensive  scientific  attainments,  and  a  gen- 
eral knowledge  of  the  arts,  manufactures,  and  the  mechan- 
iun  used  in  every  branch  of  business  in  which  improve- 
ments are  sought  to  be  patented,  and  of  the  principles  em- 
braced in  the  ten  thousand  inventions  patented  in  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  thirty  thousand  patented  in  Europe. 
He  must,  moreover,  possess  a  familiar  knowledge  of  the 
statute  and  common  law  on  the  subject,  and  the  judic'al 
decisions,  both  in  England  and  our  own  country,  in  pat- 
ent cases.  This  service  is  important,  as  it  is  often  diffi- 
cult and  laborious.  Here  is  the  first  dieck  upon  attempts 
to  palm  off  old  inventions  for  new,  or  to  interfere  with  the 
rights  of  others  previously  acquired.  This  is  also  the 
source  whence  the  honest  and  meritorious  inventor  may 
look  for  aid  and  direction  in  so  frammg  his  specification  as 
that  he  may  be  able  to  sustain  his  patent  when  issued,  and 
find  security  and  protection  against  expensive  and  fruitless 
litigation. 

Suitable  qualifications  for  these  duties  are  rare,  and  can- 
not be  obtained  without  such  compensation  as  they  readily 
command  in  other  employment.  It  will  undoubtedly  be 
wise  in  the  Government  to  affix  such  salaTy  to  this  office 
as  will  secure  the  best  talent  and  qualifications.  Although 
an  appeal  is  allowed  by  law,  yet,  if  a  high  character  is  giv- 
en to  it,  this  will  be  &e  best,  as  it  is  the  most  appropriate 
tribunal  for  judging  of  these  subjects;  and  its  decisions 
commanding  respect  and  confidence,  there  will  be  but  little 
inclination  to  take  exceptions  to  its  judgment.  Thus  will 
be  cut  off  a  fruitful  source  of  lawsuits,  and  our  court  cal- 
endars will  cease  to  be  crowded  with  cases  arising  out  of 
the  interfering  rights  of  patentees.  Meritorious  inventor* 
will  be  secure  in  their  rights,  and  the  public  relieved  firoto 
imposition  and  embarrassment.  Theise  are  among  the 
first  of  the  objects  and  merits  of  the  act  of  last  session.  It 
appears  that  about  one  third  of  all  the  specifications  are 
found,  on  examination,  to  contain  no  new  principle,  and  that 
three  fourths  of  the  residue  are  either  too  broad  in  their 
claims  of  originality,  or  are  otherwise  irregular  or  defective, 
and  are  required  to  be  set  right  at  the  office,  or  sent  back  by 
the  Commissioner  for  correction. 

Under  existing  circumstances,  without  written,  pictorial, 
or  model  record  of  any  kind,  it  is  apparent  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  office  must  either  stand  sdll,  or  proceed  under 
very  great  embarrassment,  which  can  be  relieved  only  by 
the  early  action  of  Congress  on  the  subject. 

A  bill  is  herewith  submitted. 

A  bill  in  addition  to  ths  act  to  promote  the  iKogr&m  of  science  and 
usenil  aits. 

Sec  I.  Be  it  enacted  bu  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep' 

reaentativee  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 

assembled.  That  any  person  who  may  be  in  possession  of, 

or  in  any  way  interested  in,  any  patent  for  an  invention, 

discovery,  or  improvement,  issued  prior  to  the  fifteenth  day 

of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
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hundred  and  thirty -six,  or  in  an  assignment  of  any  patent, 
or  interest  therein,  executed  and  recorded  prior  to  the  said 
fifteenth  day  of  December,  may,  \vithout  charge,  on  pre- 
sentation or  transmission  thereof  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents,  have  the  same  recorded  anew  in  the  Patent  Office, 
together  with  the  descriptions,  specifications  of  claim,  and 
drawings  annexed  or  belonging  to  the  same ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  to  cause  the  same,  or 
any  authenticated  copy  of  the  original  record,  specification, 
or  drawing,  which  he  may  obtain,  to  be  transcribed  and 
copied  into  books  of  record,  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose. 
And  wherever  a  drawing  was  not  originally  annexed  to 
the  patent,  and  referred  to  in  the  specificsXion,  any  drawing 
produced  as  a  delineation  of  the  invention,  being  verified 
by  oath  in  such  manner  as  the  Commissioner  shall  require, 
may  be  transmitted  and  copied  as  aforesaid,  together  with 
the  certificate  of  the  oath  ;  or  such  drawings  may  be  made 
in  the  office,  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner,  in 
conformity  with  the  specification.  And  it  shall  be  the  du- 
ty of  the  Commissioner  to  take  such  measures  as  may  be 
advised  and  determined  by  the  board  of  commissioners  pro- 
vided for  in  the  fourth  section  of  this  act,  to  obtain  the  pat- 
ents, specifications,  and  copies  aforesaid,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  so  transcribed  and  recorded. 

6kc.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  tnaded^  That  copies 
of  such  record  and  drawings,  certified  by  the  Commis* 
sioner,  or,  in  his  absence,  by  the  chief  clerk,  shall  be 
prima  facie  evidence  of  the  particulars  of  the  invention 
and  of  the  patent  granted  therefor,  in  any  judicial  court 
of  the  United  Sutes,  in  all  cases  where  copies  of  the  origi- 
nal record  or  specification  and  drawings  would  be  evi- 
dence, without  proof  of  the  loss  oT  such  originals.  And 
no  patent  issued  prior  to  the  aforesaid  fifteenth  day  of  De- 
cember shall,  after  the  first  da^'olf  June  next,  be  received 
in  evidence  in  any  of  the  said  courts,  in  behalf  of  the  pat- 
ten tee  or  other  person  who  shall  be  in  possession  of  the 
same,  unless  it  shall  have  been  so  recorded  anew,  and  a 
drawing  of  the  invention,  if  separate  from  the  patent,  veri- 
fied as  aforesaid,  deposited  in  the  Patent  Office ;  nor  shall 
any  written  assignment  of  any  such  patent,  executed  and 
recorded  prior  to  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  December,  be  re- 
ceived in  evidence,  in  any  of  the  said  courts,  in  behalf  of  the 
assignee  or  other  person  in  possession  thereof,  until  it  shall 
have  been  so  recorded  anew. 

8bc.  3.  And  be  it  furtfur  enacted.  That,  whenever  it 
shall  appear  to  the  Commissioner  that  any  patent  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  burning  of  the  Patent  Office  building  on  the 
aforesaid  fifteenth  day  of  December,  it  shall  be  his  duty, 
on  application  therefor  by  the  patentee  or  other  person 
interested  therein,  to  issue  a  new  patent  foi  the  same  in- 
vention or  discovery,  bearing  the  date  of  the  original  patent, 
with  bis  certificate  thereon  that  it  was  made  and  issued 
pursuant  to  the  piovisions  of  the  third  section  of  this  act, 
and  shall  enter  the  same  of  record :  Provided,  however. 
That,  before  such  patent  shall  be  issued,  the  applicant 
therefor  shall  depoaite  in  the  Patent  Office  a  duplicate,  as 
near  as  may  be,  of  the  original  model,  drawings,  and  de- 
scription, with  specification  of  the  invention  or  discovery, 
verified  by  oath,  as  shall  be  required  by  the  Commissioner. 
And  such  patent,  and  copies  of  such  drawings  and  de- 
scriptions, duly  certified,  shall  be  admissible  as  evidence 
in  any  judicial  court  of  the  United  States,  and  sbaU  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  tho  patentee,  his  administrators,  heirs, 
and  assigns,  to  the  extent  only  in  which  they  would  have 
been  protected  by  the  original  patent  and  specification. 

8xc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Commissioner  to  procure  a  duplicate  of  such  of 
the  models  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  aforesaid  fifteenth  day 
of  December  as  were  most  valuable  and  interesting,  and 
whose  preservation  would  be  important  to  the  public ;  and 
such  as  would  be  necessary  to  fiicilitate  the  just  discharge 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  the  Commissioner  in  is- 


suing patents^  and  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  public  and  of 
patentees  in  patented  inventions  and  improvements :  Pro- 
vided, I'hat  a  duplicate  of  such  models  may  be  obtained  at 
a  reasonable  expense :  And  provided,  also.  That  the  whole 
amount  of  expenditure  for  this  purpose  diall  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  And  there  shall  be  a 
temporary  board  of  commissionen,  to  be  composed  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Patent  Office  and  two  other  pe»ons,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  President,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
consider  and  determine  upon  the  best  and  most  judicious 
mode  of  obtaining  models  of  soitable  construction  ;  and, 
also,  to  consider  and  determine  what  models  may  be  pro- 
cured in  pursuance  of,  and  in  accordance  with,'  the  pro- 
visions and  limitations  in  this  section  contained.  And 
said  commissioners  may  make  and  establish  all  such  regu- 
lations, terms,  and  conditions,  not  inconsistent  with  law, 
as  in  their  opinion  may  be  proper  and  necessaiy  to  CMiry  the 
provisions  of  this  section  into  efiect  according  to  its  true 
intent. 

Sfic.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever  a 
patent  shall  be  returned  for  correction  and  reissue  under 
the  thirteenth  section  of  tbe  act  to  which  this  is  additional, 
and  the  patentee  shall  desire  several  patents  to  be  issued  for 
distinct  and  separate  parts  of  the  thing  patented,  be  shall 
first  pay,  in  manner  and  in  addition  to  the  sum  pro- 
vided by  that  act,  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  for  each  ad- 
ditional patent  so  to  be  issued  :  Provided,  howener,  lliat 
no  patent  made  prior  to  the  aforesaid  fifteenth  day  of  De- 
cember shall  be  corrected  and  reissued  until  a  duplicate 
of  the  model  and  drawing  of  the  thing,  as  originally  invent- 
ed, verified  by  oath,  as  shall  be  required  by  the  Com- 
missioner, shall  be  deposited  in  the  Patent  Office. 

8£c.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  patent 
hereafter  to  be  issued  may  be  made  and  issued  to  tbs 
assignee  or  assignees  of  the  inventor  or  discoverer,  the 
assignment  thereof  being  first  entered  of  record,  and  thetp- 
plication  therefor  being  duly  made,  and  the  specification  duly 
sworn  to  by  the  inventor.  And  in  all  caaes  hereafter,  the 
applicant  for  a  patent  shall  be  held  to  furnish  duplicate 
drawings,  one  of  which  to  be  deposited  in  the  office,  and 
I  the  other  to  be  annexed  to  the  patent,  and  considered  a 
part  of  the  specification. 

Sfic.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Conmiis- 
doner  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint 
agents  in  not  exceeding  twenty  of  the  piincipaJ  cities  or 
towns  in  the  United  States,  as  may  best  accommodate  the 
different  sections  of  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
c^ving  and  forwarding  to  the  Patent  Office  all  auch 
models,  specimens  of  ingredients,  and  manu&cturea,  as 
shall  be  intended  to  be  patented  or  deposited  therein ;  the 
transportation  of  the  same  to  be  chargeable  to  the  patent  fund. 

Sxc.  8.  i4nc^6et//tfr/Aerenac/e(f,  That,  instead  of  one  ex- 
amining clerk,  as  provided  by  the  second  section  of  the  act 
to  which  this  is  additional,  there  shall  be  appointed,  in  man- 
ner therein  provided,  two  examining  clerks,  each  to  re- 
ceive an  annual  salary  of dollars;  and  also  an  ad- 
ditional copying  clerk,  at  an  annual  salary  of dol- 
lars. And  the  Commissioner  is  also  authorized  to  onploj, 
from  time  to  time,  as  many  temporary  cJerks  a»  may  be 
necessary  to  execute  the  copying  and  draughting  required 
by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  who  shall  receive  not  ex- 
ceeding —  cents  for  every  page  of  one  hundred  words, 
and  for  drawing  such  reasoniJ^le  compensation  as  shall  be 
agreed  upon  or  prescribed  by  the  Commissioner. 

Sxc.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  whenever  tbe 
application  of  any  foreigner  for  a  patent  shall  be  rejected 
and  withdrawn,  for  want  of  novelty  in  the  invention,  pur- 
suant to  the  seventh  section  of  the  aa  to  which  this  is  ad- 
ditional, the  certificate  thereof  of  the  Commissioner  shall 
be  a  sufficient  warrant  to  tho  Treasurer  to  pay  back  to 
such  applicant  two  thirds  of  the  duty  he  shall  hare  paid 
into  the  Treasury  on  account  of  such  application. 
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8xG.  10.  ilfu26et//ur/^emic/«(/.  That  all  moneys  paid 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  for  patents  and  fur 
fees  for  copies  furnished  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Patent 
Office,  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  ad- 
ditional, shall  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  patent  fund 
created  by  said  act ;  and  the  moneys  constituting  said  fund 
shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated  for  the 
payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and  clerks  provided 
for  by  said  act,  and  all  other  expenses  of  the  Patent  Office, 
including  all  the  expenditures  provided  for  by  this  act,  and 
also  for  such  other  purposes  as  are  or  may  be  hereafter 
Specially  provided  for  by  law.  And  the  Commissioner  is 
hereby  authorized  to  draw  upon  said  fund,  from  time  to 
time,  for  such  sums  as  shall  be  necessary  to  carry  into  efiect 
the  provisions  of  this  act ;  governed,  however,  by  the  several 
limitations  herein  contained.  And  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
lay  before  Congress  in  the  month  of  January,  annually,  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  expenditures  and  payments  by 
him  made  from  said  fund. 

TmiiSUMT  DXPAKTMXHT, 

Jantuary  7,  1837. 
8iK ;  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor, 
herewith,  to  transmit  to  you  a  statement  of  the  receipts 
from  patents,  and  expenditures  for  that  branch  of  the  pub* 
lie  business,  brought  down  to  the 3 1st  ultimo. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  tht  Trea»wry, 
Hon.  JoRF  RveoLxs, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Patents^ 

Senate  of  the  Unitett  States. 

£. 
Statement  of  the  Patent  Funda, 
To  (he  8d  July,  1636,  inclusive  : 
Receipts  from  patents         -     $304,200  00 
Receipts  from  fees  -  8,071  06 

807,271  06 

Expenditures :  =^ 

Salaries    -  .  -        115,714  85 

Fixtures  and  contingencies  40,726  56 


156,440  01 


From  4th  July  to  81st  December,  1836, 
inclusive : 

Receipts  from  patents        -  14,328  00 

Fees         ...  169  58 


$150,880  15 


Expenditure  • 


TrXASURT  DEPARTMXirT, 


14,517  58 
8,440  00 


6,077  58 


$156,907  73 


Registered  Office,  January  7,  1887. 

T.  L.  SMITH,  BtgUtei 


*  Salaries  • 
Books  for  library 
Contingencies 
Withdrawing  applications 


$5,800 

1,000 

1,600 

540 

$8,440 


Patmt  Orricx,  December^  28,  1836. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  admowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  containing  several  inquiries, 
and  hasten  to  reply. 


Question  I.  ''Did  any  of  the  records  of  the  office,  or 
original  specifications,  drawings,  or  models,  belonging 
thereto,  survive  the  recent  conflagration  1" 

Answer*  The  rapidity  of  the  conflagration  prevented  all 
access  to  the  office,  and,  consequently,  there  is  a  total  loss 
of  models,  drawings,  records,  and,  indeed,  papers  of  every 
kind. 

2.  ''How  many  volumes  of  records  and  other  official 
documents  and  papers,  and  how  many  portfolios  of  draw- 
ings, were  destroyed  1  Please  state  the  number  of  each 
description  or  class  of  records,  documents,  and  papers." 

Answer,  There  were  168  volumes  of  records;  these 
are  particularly  described  in  schedule  A,  annexed ;  and 
there  were  26  portfolios,  containing  9,000  drawings. 

3.  "  What  number  of  volumes  were  there  belonging  to 
the  library  of  the  office,  and  what  their  cost  or  value  t 
Please  furnish  a  schedule  of  them.  Can  they  be  re- 
placed r' 

Answer*  The  number  of  volumes  in  the  libraiy  were 
about  230,  and  cost  $1,000.  These  can  all  be  replaced.  For 
inventory,  see  schedule  B.  annexed. 

4.  "  What  was  the  whole  number  of  models  destroyed, 
and  what  was  the  probable  expense  of  their  construction  ; 
that  of  the  most  expensive  and  valuable,  and  the  average 
of  alii" 

Answer,  The  whole  number  is  about  6,000  patented 
and  1,000  unpatented.  It  is  impossible  to  make  an  approxi- 
mate estimate  of  the  original  cost  of  these  models,  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  expense  patentees  have,  in  most  in- 
stances, incurred  in  constructing  and  reconstructing,  and 
making  various  experiments  and  alterations. 

5.  "  Were  there  any,  and  how  many,  new  unpatented 
models  in  the  office,  with  applications  for  patents,  on  which 
patents  had  not  been  issuckI  1    . 

Anstver,  There  were  250  which  had  been  received  un- 
der the  new  law,  of  which  about  100  would  have  been 
patented  and  150  rejected  for  want  of  novelty. 

6.  "  Were  there  any  and  how  many  patents  in  the  of- 
fice returned,  for  reissue,  under  the  18th  section  of  the 
patent  law,  on  which  reissues  had  not  been  made  ?" 

Answer.  Five  patents. 

7.  «  What  other  efiects  belonging  to  the  office  were  lost 
by  the  fire  V 

Answer,  All  the  furniture,  model-cases,  stationery,  and 
fuel,  per  schedule  C. 

8.  "  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  practicability  of  ob- 
taining &ithfol  duplicates  of  the  more  valuable  and  interest- 
ing models  destroyed,  and  what  portion  of  those  lost  would 
be  necessary  or  desirable  to  exhibit  the  progress  and  rising 
gradations  of  mechanical  science  in  this  country,  or  be 
important  and  useful  in  facilitating  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  imposed  by  law  upon  the  officer  and  other  tribunids 
appointed  to  decide  the  various  questions  of  novelty  in  in- 
ventions 1" 

Anstver.  A  fidthful  duplicate  of  most  of  the  important 
models  that  were  destroyed  can,  it  is  believed,  be  obtained. 
Three  thousand  models  of  select  and  valuable  inventions 
would  go  far  to  restore  that  department  of  the  office  to  a 
condition  that  would  be  both  gratifying  and  useful. 

The  great  importance  of  a  set  of  models  that  exhibit  the 
gradual  progress  and  state  of  the  useful  arts  is  self-evident 
It  is  due  to  the  inventor  and  to  science.  Among  the  old  mod* 
els  destroyed  many  were  not,  and  never  would  be,  practically 
useful;  but,  notwithstanding  this,  it  is  important  that 
some  of  them  should  be  restored.  They  exhibited  the  pro- 
gress of  inventions ;  they  often  furnished  the  groundwork 
of  important  improvements.  Fulton's  improvements  on  the 
steamboat  is  a  strong  illustration.  His  improvements  were 
based  upon  inventions  that  had  been  abandoned  as  utterly 
useless.  Models  are  also  useful  as  beacons  to  subsequent 
inventora.  Many  individuals  have  been  saved  years  of 
labor  and  great  expense  hy  a  few  minutes'  examination  in 
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the  Patent  Office.  But  another  great  benefit  of  these 
models  is  to  enable  the  office  to  decide  upon  the  novelty 
or  originality  of  inventions. 

Inventors  are  exceedingly  tenacious,  and  will  not  yield 
to  corrections  unless  furnished  with  substantial  testimony. 
The  models  are  important  to  applicants  when  examining 
the  probabili^  of  success  before  filing  their  papers  for  a 
patent.  Without  models,  no  information  can  be  had  ex- 
cept by  a  correspondence  extremely  onerous  and  expensiTe 
to  Qovemment  I  may  add,  that,  such  is  the  importance 
of  models  that,  without  a  sufficient  number  to  exhibit  a 
connected  series  of  inventions,  it  seems  atterly  impossible 
to  execute  the  duties  of  Commissioner  as  the  law  requires. 

"  9.  What  would  be  the  average  expense  of  their  con- 
struction V 

Antwer,  The  average  expense  of  8,000  models  may  be 
estimated  at  from  30  to  40  dollars  each. 

10.  « Generally,  what  are  the  evils  apprehended  from 
the  loss  of  the  models  and  records^  and  what  remedy  does 
your  experience  in  the  office  and  knowledge  of  its  con- 
cerns suggest  as  practicable  and  apppropriate  V* 

An»wer.  This  calamity,  so  sudden  and  extensive,  seems 
almost  to  justify  despair.  The  Patent  Office  had  been  re- 
oiganixed,  the  papers  and  models  classified  anew,  and  a 
library  psrtly  collected ;  all  in  gone,  and  not  a  vestige  re- 
mains. My  anxiety  to  save  the  records  and  drawings  in- 
duced me  to  make  several  efforts  to  force  my  way  through 
the  fire  to  reach  the  door  of  the  Patent  Office,  but  in  vain. 

For  a  short  time  I  doubted  what  could  be  done  to  repair 
the  loss.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  believe  personal  effort, 
aided  by  the  fostering  hand  of  Qovemment,  can  do  much, 
and  that  the  remedy  will  be^  coetitensive  with  the  means 
used.  Permit  me  to  rem&rlc-.that  few  persons  can  realize 
the  anxiety,  the  suffering  and  litigRtion,  that  may  arise  from 
this  calamity.  The  hopes  of  thousands  who  have  spent 
their  ail  in  advancing  the  arts  of  our  country  depend  on 
the  continued  protection  of  the  patent  law. 

The  claims  of  the  patentees  are  great,  and  not  less  im- 
perious than  just  Already  have  tb«y  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury 1 160, 000  over  and  above  all  expenses  attending  the 
Pateut  Office  since  its  first  organization ;  and  hence  it  can- 
not be  doubted  that  the  means  will  be  grsnted  to  restore, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  losses  now  sustained.  What,  then, 
can  be  done  1  Tke  evidence  thai  is  lott  should  be  im- 
mediaitly  supplied.  The  number  of  patents  granted  are 
about  ten  thousand ;  most  of  these  can  be  obtained  and  re- 
corded again.  In  ail  cases  where  duphcate  drawings  were 
furnished,  one  will  accompany  the  patent,  and  can  be 
copied.  The  deficiency  of  important  drawings  (if  lost  by 
the  patentee)  will  be  remedied  in  part  by  procuring  some 
of  the  numerous  copies  furnished  by  the  office,  during  the 
last  forty  years,  for  examination  or  Utigation.  Besides^  the 
valuable  inventions  here  have  been,  some  of  them,  patented 
in  Europe,  and  are  found  in  foreign  journals.  The  jounials 
of  our  own  country  contain  also  mauy  patents.  A  com- 
plete list  of  all  patents  issued  can  be  procured.  Interest 
will  compel  patentees  and  assignees  to  send  in  their  patents 
for  record  in  cases  where  the  patent  has  not  expired,  and 
as  those  who  have  unexpired  patents  possess  many  ex- 
pired ones,  upon  which  improvements  are  made,  it  is  be- 
lieved 6,000  patents  can  be  procured  without  much  delay. 
If  a  law  was  passed  requiring  patents  and  assignments, 
hereafter  introduced  as  Evidence,  to  be  recorded  subsequent 
to  Uie  16th  December,  1836,  this  would  secure  a  ready 
record  of  unexpired  patents.  To  induce  patentees  to 
send  in  their  original  papers,  the  Government  must  give 
assurance  that  the  same  shall  be  safely  kept  and  transcribed 
and  returned  without  delay.  To  inspire  this  confidence 
in  patentees,  I  have,  through  the  kindness  of  the  city 
authorities,  obtained  accommodations  in  the  city  hall,  where 
fire-proof  rooms  are  furnished  both  for  the  office  and 
models.     I  rejoice  to  say  no  danger  can  be  apprehend- 


ed here  from  fire.  One  inoonvenienoe  compUdned  of  by 
patentees  is  the  trouble  and  expense  of  transporting  theiV 
models  from  distant  parts  of  the  country  to  Waahiogton. 
To  obviate  this,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  ezpedkney 
of  receiving  the  models  at  certain  depots  in  each  State,  to 
be  forwarded  at  the  expense  of  tlie  Government  If  G^- 
emment  would  defmy  this  expense  of  tiansportation,  and 
provide  the  means  of  constructing  such  as  are  deemed  ab- 
solutely necessary,  I  feel  confident  a  more  complete  if  not 
so  extensive  a  collection  can,  within  a  f^  years,  be  had 
again. 

Many  manufacturere  were,  prior  to  the  late  fine,  yngm- 
ring  to  send  Xa  the  new  Patent  Office  fabrics  and  mann&e- 
tures  reoetv|J>|e  under  the  new  law,  and  for  which  raom  u 
to  be  fffovided  in  the  new  building.  I  may  safely  add,  that 
such  is  thft  ffratification  of  manuffctnren  and  inventors  at 
the  facilities  afforded  by  the  new  patent  law^  a  (fisplay 
of  their  ingenuity,  that  the  new  building,  with  what  may 
be  replaced,  will  not  only  be  filled  immediskly,  but  will 
surpass  any  thing  of  the  kind  in  Emrope.  This  calamity, 
I  have  remarked,  can  be  chiefly  repaired  by  exertion ;  tnd 
I  ardently  hope  that  Government  will  appropriate  the  bal- 
ance due  the  patent  fund,  and  more,  if  necessary,  to  ac- 
complish this  object.  The  number  of  recording  clerks 
will  requhre  the  appointment  of  a  few  temporary  deriu  to 
compare  the  records,  when  made,  with  the  originaL  An 
appropriation  will  be  immediately  needed  to  reaton  the 
loss.  If  this  appropriation  is  made,  patentees  will  be  stim- 
ulated to  high  effort,  and  those  in  the  of&c/e  will  be  cheer- 
ed in  their  struggle  vrith  surrounding  difficoltiea.  An  ap- 
peal, if  necessary,  might  be  made  to  the  pride  of  the  nation. 
American  inventon  have  proved  to  the  worid  that  the  srts 
and  sciences  can  flourish  in  free  Governments.  The  names 
of  Fulton,  Whitney,  Whittemore,  and  many  othen^  will 
be  held  in  grateful  remembrance ;  and  ainoe  the  greatest  in- 
ventions, however  useful  to  the  worid,  have  been  of  little 
benefit  to  the  inventors  themselves,  it  is  due  to  their  mem- 
ory, as  citizens,  to  exhibit  the  efforts  they  made  to  advance 
the  arts.  Many  of  the  most  valuable  improvements  in  la- 
bor-saving machinery  have  been  copied  in  Europe  from  the 
United  States.  No  foreigner  withholds  his  surprise  at  the 
improvements  and  progress  of  the  arts,  as  exhibited  in  the 
Patent  Office. 

Had  not  the  patentees  equitably  a  surplus  of  f  160,000  ? 
If  our  country  was  oppressed  vrith  debt,  even  then  a  small 
grant  of  land,  or  its  equivalent  in  scrips  would  repair  the 
loss.  Can  there  be  an  American  citizen  to  object  to  an  ad- 
equate appropriation  for  this  high  purpose  1 

11.  «  What  alterations,  if  any,  has  your  experience  as 
Commissioner  suggested  in  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July, 
1836,  regulating  and  reorganizing  the  Patent  Office  V* 

Answer.  So  far  as  my  experience  extends,  I  hesitste  not 
to  say  that  the  patent  law  is  generally  approved,  and  highly 
beneficial.  It  is  equally  advantageous  to  the  public  and  the 
patentee.  The  former  are  defended  from  impositioii,  while 
the  latter  enjoy  higher  protection.  Before  the  late  law 
there  was  security  for  neither.  The  Patent  Office  only  ex- 
amined names  and  dates,  and  granted  all  applications  pre- 
sented in  proper  form.  Of  course,  duplicates  and  tripli- 
cates were  issued  for  the  same  inventions.  The  rights  of 
parties  were  referred  to  the  legal  tribunals,  and  in  the  mean 
time  spurious  claims  were  selling  throughout  the  Cnited 
States. 

The  traffic  in  spurious  patents  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  great- 
ly lessened,  and  litigation,  with  her  attending  evUa,  be  also 
diminished.  Since  the  reorganization  of  the  Patent  Office 
in  July,  there  have  been  presented  about  four  hundred  ap- 
plications ;  ninety-five  patents  only  have  been  issued ;  one 
hundred  oif  the  cases  had  not  been  examined.  Some  cases 
were  rejected,  othera  were  returned  for  correction  and  al- 
teration. 

From  past  examinations,  I  think  about  one  thinl  of  the 
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appUeatiotM  will  be  Tejected,  and  three  fourtht  of  those 
finally  granted  will  be  materially  altered,  in  conieqiienoe  of 
being  found,  on  examination,  to  claim  more  than  is  origin- 
al, and  thua  come  in  collision  with  the  rights  of  others. 
Sixty  caveats  have  been  entered,  and  the  number  will  in- 
crease as  soon  as  the  law  is  more  generally  understood. 

A  doubt  was  entertained  by  the  Commissioner  of  Patents 
whether,  on  the  surrender  of  an  old  patent,  more  dian  one 
new  patent  could  be  reissued.  The  Attorney  General  has 
decided  that  several  patents  may  be  granted  on  a  single 
patent  surrendered.  To  guard  against  any  inducement  to 
defraud  the  revenue,  each  patent  granted,  (if  more  Uian 
one,)  on  a  surrender,  might  be  taxed  thirty  dollars. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  whether  it  would  not  be  well 
to  authorize  the  repayment  to  foreignera  of  two  tHirds  of 
the  patent  fee  required  of  them  when  a  patent  is  desired, 
for  want  of  originality,  as  in  the  case  of  citizens. 

The  number  of  foreign  applications  is  increasing.  The 
new  law  was  passed  the  last  day  of  the  session,  and  no 
other  appropriation  has  been  made  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
the  office,  except  the  general  provision  of  the  law  making 
the  patent  fund  chargeable  with  all  the  salaries  and  other 
expenses.  The  appropriation  under  the  old  law  could  not 
be  drawn,  since  all  expenses  accruing  were  chargeable  to 
the  new  fund.  The  force  in  the  office  has  been  found  in- 
sufficient to  keep  up  the  cunent  business.  I  apprehend  it 
was  the  design  of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill  to  in- 
crease the  force  in  the  office^  but  this  was  not  done ;  and 
while  the  duties  of  the  office  have  been  greatly  enlsiiged, 
no  additional  help  has  been  allowed.  Permit  me  to  say 
that  the  current  business  of  the  office  was^  with  some  extra 
assistance,  all  brought  up  at  the  time  of  the  fire,  with  the 
exception  of  the  files  on  the  examiner's  desk,  and  that  the 
receipts  of  the  Patent  Office  since  July  have  exceeded,  by 
7,000  dollars,  all  expenses  since  that  period. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  appointment  of  one 
additional  clerk,  and,  also,  another  examiner.  This  office 
of  examiner  is  a  responsible  station.  No  one  can  perform 
these  duties  without  skill  and  experience.  The  duties  of 
examiner  musi  be  great  Each  application  must  be  com- 
pared with  caveats  on  file ;  with  pending  applications ;  with 
patents,  mode]*,  and  drawings,  expired  and  unexpired ;  and, 
also,  with  foreign  works  on  the  matter  of  inquiry.  All 
this  must  be  done  to  ascertain  the  noveliy  in  the  applica- 
tion. After  this,  the  specifications,  drawings,  and  models, 
must  be  examined,  and  made  conformable  to  the  law.  Some 
specifications  are  very  intricate  and  lengthy.  A  specifica- 
tion was  nearly  completed,  when  the  fire  broke  out,  which 
contained  sixty  pages  of  parchment  In  a  late  petition  for 
a  patent  for  a  rotary  engine,  three  caveats  were  found  in- 
terferences ;  and  each  caveat,  in  its  general  principle,  in- 
terfered with  patents  granted  in  this  country,  and  also  in 
Europe.  A  tedious  examination  was  necessary  to  deter- 
mine the  novelty  and  priority.  In  this  examioation,  many 
volumes  (some  in  foreign  languages)  were  referred  to,  and, 
although  each  applicant  will  be  compelled  to  narrow  his 
claims,  yet  each  may  havo  sufficient  merit  for  a  patent. 

It  is  certainly  desirable  that  the  examinations  should  be 
so  carefully  made  as  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  applicants 
and  to  the  public.  An  appeal  is  allowed  from  the  decision 
of  the  Commissioner ;  but  this  has  never  yet  been  claimed. 
Another  examiner  will  give  additional  satisfaction,  and 
greater  despatch.  One  hundred  cases  remained  on  the  files 
of  the  examiner  at  the  time  of  the  fire,  and  were  of  course 
consumed.  It  may  be  remarked  that,  if  the  duties  of  ex- 
aminer are  confined  to  a  single  individual,  his  sickness  or 
absence  must  suspend  the  operations  of  the  office. 

I  will  only  add,  this  is  certainly  the  favorable  moment  to 
make  an  effort  to  repair  the  loss.  Interest,  sympathy,  and 
patriotism,  will  unite.  Justice  demands  all  the  reparation 
that  can  be  made.  Government  has  received  from  industiy 
and  ingenuity  their  choicest  tribute.     She  confided  the 


valuable  repository  to  a  place  of  little  security.  I  have 
mourned,  in  common  with  others,  at  the  ruins ;  but  candor 
compels  me  to  say  that,  without  much  help,  I  can  do 
nothing  to  repair  the  loss.  I  leave,  therefore,  with  tha 
National  Legislature,  the  importunities  of  those  I  am  com- 
pelled to  hear,  but  which  I  have  not  the  power  to  relieve. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dice. 
HENRY  L.  ELLSWORTH. 

Hon.  JoBif  RveoLSs, 

CAotmum,  4'c-»  Senate. 

A. 

Schedule  t^  records  and  papers  burnt  in  the  Patent  Office. 

Sixty  volumes  records  of  specifications,  large  folio  books, 

from  M>0  to  600  pages. 
Seven  volumee  of  records  of  assignments. 
Six  volumes  entry  books  for  patents  issued. 
Thirty-three  volumes  of  letters  filed. 
Thirty-nine  volumes  of  lettera  copied. 
All  pending  applications  for  patents,  as  near  as  can  be  is- 

certained,  500. 
About  9,000  original  specifications  in  files. 
One  caveat  book. 

One  book  of  pending  applications. 
One  note  book  of  examinations. 
Five  classification  books. 
One  fee  book. 
One  leger. 
One  journal. 
One  day  book. 
One  check  book. 

Three  volumes  heads  of  patci^ts.  • 
Four  volumes  list  of  models.'' 
One  volume  entries  under  hew  law. 
Twenty-six  portfolios  for  drawings. 

B. 

List  of  books  in  the  Patent  Office  library  which  have  been 

destroyed, 
Dobson's  Encyclopedia,  ...  12  volumes. 
Repertory  of  Arts,  -  -  -  70  do 
Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  -  -  36  do 
8iUiman*s  Journal,  -  -  -  25  do 
Transactions  of  the  Society  of  Arts,  -  30  do 
Bouxynee's  Mechanics,  -  -  -  12  do 
Baine's  History  of  the  Cotton  Manufacture,  1  do 
Bell's  Surgery,  -  -  -  -  4  do 
Cooper's  do.  -  -  -  -  2  do 
United  States  Dispensatory,  -  -  1  do 
Chapters  Chemistry,  -  .  -  4  do 
Berthotti  on  Dyeing,  -  -  -  2  do 
Magazine  of  Popular  Science^  from  com- 
mencement, -  -  -  -  7  do 
Railroad  Magazine,  -  -  -  12  do 
Dufief 's  Dictionary,  -  -  -  3  do 
Webster's  do.  -  -.  -  1  do 
Johnson's  do.  -  -  1  do 
Mason's  Reports,  -  .  -  -  4  do 
Nicholson's  Dictionary  of  Architecture,  -  2  do 
Encyclopedia  Metropolitan,  Nob.  41  and  42,  2  do 
Nicholson's  Encyclopedia,  complete  set,  -  8  do 
The  Cultivator. 

Some  odd  numbera  of  Gill's  Technology. 
Ten  volumes  of  State  Papers. 

Estimated  value,      -             .  $1,000  00 

C. 

An  estimate  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Patent  Office. 
7,000  models^  cost  not  estimated. 
9,000  drawings,     do         do 
Library $1,000  00 
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Bufning  of  the  Pott  Office  Building. 


Model-casei          ....  ^,000  00 
Furniture,   including  csms  for  papers,  8ta> 

tionery,  and  parchment              -            -  2,000  00 

Fuel         -            -            -            -            .  160  00 

Office  aeaia  and  press         -            -            -  160  00 

Coet  of  record  books  and  portfolios              -  1,800  00 


Eitimate  to  restore  the  loea  in  the  Patent  Office. 

8,000  models,  at  $83  83  average  •             •  $100,000  00 

From  6,000  to  6,000  drawings      -            -  38,000  00 

Record  books        -            -            -            -  950  00 

Recording  patents  and  assignments             -  15,000  00 

Press  and  teal       -            -            -            -  150  00 

Desks,  book-cases,  and  other  office  furniture  2,000  00 


Total  estimate 


-   $156,100  00 


BURNING  OF  THE  POST  OFFICE  BUILDING. 

Iv  SXHATE  OF  TBS  UbITID  StaTXS, 

March,  2,  1837. 
Mr,  Knight  made  ihefollounng  report  .• 
The  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  instruct- 
ing them  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  destruction  by 
fire  of  the  building  in  which  was  the  General  Post  Office, 
the  CHy  Post  Office,  and  the  Patent  Office,  report : 
That  the  committee  commenced  the  inquiry  by  address- 
ing letters  to  the  Postmaster  General,  the  City  Postmaster, 
and  the  Superintendent  of  the  Patent  Office,  from  each  of 
whom  answers  were  received,  and  are  hereunto  annexed. 
We  further  proceeded  by  examining  several  persons  who 
were  first  at  the  place  of  conflagration,  but  had  not  progressed 
far  before  it  was  ascertained  we  were  following  in  the  track 
of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
that  all  the  persons  we  had  examined,  or  were  about  to  ex- 
amine, had  already  been  examined,  and  their  depositions 
taken,  by  the  committee  of  the  House.  And  believing  that 
no  information  would  be  elicited  which  would  not  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  Congress  thiough  that  committee,  we 
therefore  concluded  it  would  not  shed  any  light  on  the  sub- 
ject by  proceeding  further  with  the  examination  of  those 
persons.  But  to  suspend  the  investigation,  and  wait  the 
development  of  some  new  fact  or  discovery  of  some  other 
person  possessing  some  knowledge  or  information  of  the 
matter  referred  to  the  committee,  would  better  accomplish 
the  object  required  by  the  resolution.  But  no  such  devel- 
opment or  discovery  having  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
committee,  we  therefore  submit  the  statements  of  the  Post- 
master General,  the  City  Postmaster,  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Patent  Office,  and,  also,  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Ruggles, 
of  the  Senate,  James  Summers,  Samuel  Crown,  Henry 
Bishop,  sen.,  and  Cornelius  Cox,  as  containing  all  the  in- 
formation obuined  by  the  committee  concerning  the  object 
of  the  inquiry  aforesaid ;  all  of  which  are  appended  to  and 
make  a  part  of  this  report. 

The  committee  cannot  forbear  remarking  that  the  prac- 
tice of  placing  ashes  in  and  near  the  wood,  coal,  and  other 
combustibles  appertinent  to  the  public  offices,  cannot  be 
too  strongly  reprehended,  and  in  their  opinion  such  prac- 
tice should  be  discontinued  and  abolished. 


Post  Orpics  Dbpabtmsxt, 

January  3,  1837. 
Sib  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  I  proceed  to  give  you  all  the  in- 
formation in  my  possession  in  relation  to  the  late  destruc- 
tion of  the  Post  Office  building  by  fire. 
My  residence  is  on  the  east  side  of  Seventh  street,  nearly 


opposite  the  end  of  the  Post  Office  building  lately  occupied 
by  the  Patent  Office  and  City  Post  Office,  and  but  a  few 
rods  distant.  I  left  the  Department  soon  after  dark  on  the 
evening  of  the  14th  ultimo,  and  retired  early  to  bed,  being 
quite  indisposed.  Between  the  hours  of  3  and  4  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  the  cry  of  fire  was  heard. 
Still  being  very  unwell,  I  requested  one  of  my  family  to 
look  out  and  inform  me  where  the  fire  was,  and  learnt  that 
no  appearance  of  fire  was  visible,  either  from  the  east  or 
west  windows  of  my  dwelling.  The  ciy  of  fire  was  re- 
peated at  intervals,  and  in  a  few  minutes  Mr.  Lanrenaon, 
a  clerk  in  the  Auditor*s  office,  rapped  at  my  door,  and 
stated  that  the  Post  Office  was  on  fire.  I  instantly  left  my 
bed,  and,  looking  out  a  front  window,  saw  no  signs  of^ie 
on  any  part  df  the  building,  the  east  end  being  in  full 
view.'  I  dressed,  and,  on  going  out,  observed  smoke  issa- 
ing  from  the  eastern  door.  Passing  round  to  (be  iront,  I 
observed  smoke  issuing  also  from  the  cracks  in  the  win- 
dows of  the  pdnctpal  room  of  the  City  Post  Ofiice,  and 
perceived  a  light  over  the  front  door,  evidently  produced 
by  the  flame  within.  Not  observing  a  single  person,  and 
having  no  means  to  extinguish  a  fire  so  much  advanced  in 
the  combustible  matter  with  which  the  City  Poet  Office 
was  filled,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  proceed  to  save  the 
books  of  the  General  Post  Office.  I  entered  the  passage  at 
the  west  end  of  the  building,  and  saw  a  light  over  the  door 
which  separated  the  City  Post  Office  from  the  passage  of 
the  Post  Office  Department,  through  the  cracks  of  which 
the  smoke  was  forcing  its  way.  I  found  Mr.  Reynolds,  s 
watchman,  in  the  passage,  and  Mr.  Baldwin,  a  clerk  in 
the  contract  office,  already  in  his  room,  preparing  to  re- 
move his  books.  A  few  other  persons  soon  joined  ds,  and 
we  proceeded  to  remove  the  books  in  every  room  on  the 
lower  floor,  after  which  an  accession  of  force  proceeded  to 
secure  the  files  of  papers  and  the  furniture.  While  en- 
gaged in  removing  the  books,  I  twice  observed  persons  at- 
tempting to  open  the  door  which  led  from  the  passage  into 
the  City  Post  Office,  whom  I  requested  to  desist,  lest  the 
smoke,  if  not  the  flame,  should  rush  in  upon  us,  and  prevent 
our  saving  the  books  and  papers.  On  their  expreesing  a 
belief  that  the  fire  could  be  extinguished,  I  told  them  to  go 
to  the  firont  or  end  door  of  the  City  Post  Office,  whence  the 
fire  was  much  more  accessible.  Some  of  them  stated  that 
those  doors  were  fast,  and  inquired  whether  they  should 
break  them  open.  I  answered  in  the  affirmative,  and  thej 
left  the  Department,  as  I  understood,  fat  the  purpose  of 
breaking  open  the  doors,  and  making  an  attempt  to  ex- 
tinguish the  fire.  At  that  moment  no  light  appeared  over 
the  door,  the  fire  being  obscured  and  partially  smothered, 
it  is  presumed,  by  a  dense  smoke. 

Having  seen  all  the  books  sent  out  of  the  first  story,  I 
went  up  into  the  second.  In  the  big  room  (so  called)  I 
observed  Mr.  Suter,  principal  pay  clerk,  busily  employed, 
with  several  others,  in  carrying  out  the  books  of  the  Audi- 
tor's office.  I  passed  through  that  room  to  the  rooms  of 
the  appointment  office,  which  adjoined  the  Patent  Ofiice, 
on  the  second  story,  and,  as  I  believed,  saw  all  the  book* 
of  that  office  sent  out. 

In  the  passage  I  observed  Mr.  Ellsworth,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Patents,  attempting  to  force  open  a  closed  window 
or  door  leading  ftom  the  second  floor  of  the  General  Post 
Office  into  the  passage  of  the  Patent  Office.  Apprehend- 
ing that  the  smoke,  if  not  the  fire,  would  render  it  impos- 
sible to  enter  the  passage  of  the  Patent  Office,  and  that  the 
only  efiect  of  opening  that  avenue  would  be  to  cut  short 
our  exertions  to  save  the  contents  of  the  General  Post  Of- 
fice, I  so  intimated  to  Mr.  Ellsworth.  Instantly  reflecting, 
however,  that  he  must  feel  it  his  duty  to  use  all  possible 
means  to  save  the  books  of  his  own  office,  I  turned  from 
him  to  renew  my  exertions.  There  were  scuttles  throu^ 
the  fioor  at  the  end  of  the  passages  in  the  General  Post 
Office,  next  to  the  Patent  Office  and  the  Cxtj  Post  Office, 
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through  which  the  imoke  was  rapidly  ascending  from  the 
door  of  the  City  Post  Office,  and  I  expected  every  instant 
to  see  it  followed  hy  flames.  If  Mr.  Ellsworth  had  effected 
an  entrance  there,  it  would  have  been  at  the  imminent  haz- 
ard of  his  life,  as  bis  retreat  was  liable  every  moment  to  be 
cut  off.  I  met  with  him  again  in  the  building,  when  he 
told  me  he  could  not  even  find  a  ladder  by  which  he  might 
enter  the  windows  of  the  second  story  and  save  his  books. 

On  turning  from  Mr.  Ellsworth  the  first  time,  I  met  Mr. 
Eliot,  the  chief  examiner,  who  told  me  the  doors  in  the 
third  story  were  locked,  and  inquired  whether  he  should 
break  them.  I  answenid  in  the  aflSxmative,  and  followed 
him  back  through  the  big  room  and  up  into  tiie  third  story, 
where  I  saw  him  and  another  gentleman  fpicing  the  doors 
of  the  rooms. 

Having  observed,  from  the  illuminatiou  of  the  street  in 
front,  that  the  flames  had  burst  out,  it  now  occurred,  to  me 
that  my  family  might  not  be  safe,  as  the  wind  might  drive 
the  flames  in  the  direction  of  'my  dwelling-house,  which, 
though  covered  with  slate,  was  connected  with  a  porch, 
and  was  near  other  buildings  not  so  secured.  I  found  the 
street  in  front  of  the  General  Post  Office  abandoned,  and 
the  heat  so  intense  that  I  could  scarcely  pass  on  the  oppo- 
site side.  The  flames  wero  pouring  in  torrents  out  of  the 
windows  of  the  City  Post  Office  and  of  the  Patent  Office,  and 
were  just  bursting  from  the  roof  above.  There  was  a  gen- 
tle vrind  from  a  southwesterly  direction,  which  drove  the 
smoke  and  burning  cinders  immediately  over  my  dweUing- 
house  and  those  in  the  vicinity.  The  flaming  cinders  had 
already  alighted  in  several  phuses  on  the  shingle  roofii  of 
the  opposite  houses,  and  I  gave  up  for  lost  the  entire  blocks 
on  both  sides  of  Seventh  street  in  the  rear  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice. I  sent  my  wife  and  children  to  a  place  of  safety, 
gave  instructions  to  the  servants,  and  leaving  the  house  in 
charge  of  a  fow  kind  friends  who  volunteered  to  guard  it, 
went  out  through  a  shower  of  fire,  and  returned  by  F 
street  to  the  General  Post  Office.  I  again  ascended  to  the 
third  story,  apprehending  that  there  were  books  and  pa- 
pers in  that  quarter  not  yet  removed,  but  found  the  passage 
entirely  abandoned,  and  so  full  of  dense  smoke,  that  it 
could  scarcely  be  entered  without  sufibcation.  Here  ended 
my  own  efforts  to  rescue  any  thing  from  the  building.  The 
flames  were  then  making  fearful  progress  in  the  lower 
passage,  and  had  spread  through  most  of  the  roof. 

Passing  around  to  give  such  directions  as  seemed  to  be 
lequired  in  relation  to  the  guarding  and  preservation  of  the 
books,  papers,  and  furniture,  whidb  appcHued  in  various  di- 
rections upon  the  side  pavements  and  streets,  I  returned  to 
my  dwelling,  which  I  found  free  from  danger,  the  wind 
having  veered  to  the  south,  so  that  the  cinden  were  falK 
iog  upon  the  open  lot  and  upon  the  back  parts  of  the 
houses  and  on  the  out-houses  upon  the  west  side  of  ^Sev- 
enth  street,  f which  were  well  protected  by  the  vigilance  of 
their  owners  and  occupants,  aided  by  a  few  of  the  citizens. 

Early  in  the  morning  I  caused  all  the  books  and  papera 
which  were  lying  in  piles  or  scattered  about  the  streets  to 
be  conveyed  to  my  house  and  deposited  in  the  parlore. 
The  furniture  I  directed  to  be  collected  in  an  open  lot,  and 
a  guard  set  over  it,  which  was  done. 

Of  the  cause  of  the  fire,  or  the  particular  spot  where  it 
originated,  I  know  nothing.  I  observed  neither  fire  nor 
smoke  about  the  basement  of  the  City  Post  Office;  but, 
having  first  discovered  it  above,  it  was  natural  that  I  should 
not  look  for  it  below.  From  the  statements  of  the  watch* 
man  who  was  on  duty  in  the  General  Poet  Office,  of  the 
clerks  of  the  City  Post  Office,  and  of  other  persons  who 
made  their  observations  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  before  I  did, 
my  conviction  is,  that  it  originated  in  the  basement,  di- 
rectly under  the  principal  room  of  the  City  Post  Office, 
and,  when  I  fint  came  out,  had  burnt  through  the  floor. 
No  fires  were  kept  in  the  basement  of  the  City  Post  Of- 
ficey  and  although  it  is  ascertained  that  ashes  were  some- 
Vol.  Xin.— F/ 


times  deposited  there  in  a  box  on  the  cellar  floor,  no  dr- 
cumstance  has  come  to  my  knowledge  making  it  probable 
that  the  fire  originated  fVom  them.  Nor  do  I  know  any 
circumstance  tending  to  show  that  it  was  the  woi^  of  an 
incendiary,  other  than  the  fact  that  those  rooms  contain- 
ing fuel  were  accessible  from  the  street,  and  the  absence 
of  any  other  known  cause. 

One  of  the  watchmen  of  the  General  Poet  Office,  (hen 
on  duty  in  the  lower  passage,  reports  to  me  that  he  was 
first  alarmed  by  the  smell  of  smoke,  as  if  from  smothered 
fire,  and,  afler  examining  sundry  rooms  in  the  General 
Post  Office,  discovered  that  the  smoke  came  up  through 
the  cracks  of  a  trap-door  in  the  passage,  close  to  the  door 
of  the  City  Post  Office.  Attempting  to  descend  into  the 
basement  of  the  General  Post  Office,  bis  candl»  was  extin- 
guished by  a  current  of  air  mingled  with  smoke,  when  h« 
gave  the  alarm  by  thumping  at  the  door  of  the  City  Post 
Office,  and  crying  fire  in  the  streeti. 

If  there  be  any  other  point  on  which  information  is  de- 
sired by  your  committee,  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  it  as  far 
as  it  is  in  my  power. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 

Hon.  JoHir  M.  RoBiifBoir, 

Chairman  Com.  P.  O.  and  P.  R.,  Senate. 

CiTT  Post  Orrics, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Dee.  «1,  1886.    ' 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  advising  me  that  the  committee  of  the  Senate 
charged  with  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  late  confla- 
gration of  the  Post  Office  building  would  be  gratified  to  re- 
ceive from  me  any  information  on  the  subject  which  might 
tend  to  promote  the  investigation  as  directed  by  the  Senate. 

Of  my  own  personal  observation  I  Imow  but  little.  I 
left  the  office  between^?  and  8  o*clock  the  evening  before, 
enjoming  upon  the  clerks,  as  was  my  habit  ever  since  I 
have  been  charged  with  the  office,  to  be  careful  with  the 
lighti  and  fires.  On  the  first  alarm  in  the  morning  I  re- 
paired to  the  office;  perceived  a  dense  smoke  issuing  from 
the  eastern  part  of  the  building,  hot  saw  no  light  or  fire. 
My  first  effort  was  to  collect  (he  clerks,  with  Uie  view  of 
entering  the  office  to  save  the  letters,  &,<%  One  of  them 
(Mr.  Kennedy)  at  length  appeared,  and  admonished  me 
not  to  make  the  attempt,  assuring  me  that  it  would  prove 
fatal.  I  persisted,  notwithstanding,  but  was  restrained  by 
him  and  others,  all  of  whom  represented  it  as  impractica- 
ble, and  that  repeated  attempts  had  been  made  in  vain, 
when  there  was  less  danger.  This  brief  statement  com- 
prises all  the  information  on  the  subject,  not  derived  from 
others,  that  I  possess. 

As  to  what  I  have  heard  in  relation  to  it,  I  pretume 
the  committee  would  prefer  to  learn  it  from  the  sources  from 
which  I  derived  it.  I  would  therefore  respectfully  refer 
them  to  B.  L.  Bogan,  Christopher  Lansdale,  Cornelius 
Cox,  Samuel  Crown,  and  James  Summers— the  first  two 
of  whom  left  the  office  at  half  past  2  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  fire,  leaving  the  other  three  in  charge  of  the  of- 
fice ;  to  James  A.  Kennedy,  a  clerk  in  my  office,  John  F. 
Callan,  M.  Callan,  John  Suter,  Jacob  Gideon,  jun., 
George  S.  Gideon,  Samuel  P.  Walker,  Dr.  Alexander 
Davis,  John  C.  Rives,  Roberts.  Patterson,  James  Lauren- 
son,  Thomas  Donoho,  and  Lambert  Tree — all  of  whom, 
living  near,  were  early  at  the  fire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  W.  JONES,  Poetnuuter. 

Hon.  John  M.  Robixsoit,  Chairman,  ^e. 

Patxvt  Ofjicz,  December  SI,  1036. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
youn  of  the  SOth  instant,  and»  in  obedience  to  the  instruc- 
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tioa  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  state,  that  the  section  of  the  Post 
Office  building  assigned  to  the  Patent  Office,  and  under  my 
official  charge,  comprised  the  second  and  third  stories  of 
the  eastern  part  of  said  bnilding.  Immediately  over  the  City 
Post  Office. 

I  reached  the  Patent  Office  at  a  very  early  period  of  the 
recent  conflagration,  (about  4  o'clock,  A.  M.,)  and  made 
every  personal  effort  to  enter  the  office,  but  in  vain.  The 
same  causes  which  prevented  those  who  slept  directly  un- 
der it,  in  the  City  Post  Office,  rendered  it  impossible  forme 
to  enter,  or  to  save  any  portion  of  public  property  under 
my  charge. 

I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  suggest  to  the  honorable  com- 
mittee the  names  of  honorable  Mr.  Ruggles  of  the  Senate, 
Dr.  T.  P.  Jones,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steiger,  and  Henry  Bish- 
op, as  persons  who,  either  living  directly  opposite  the  Post 
Office  building,  or  very  early  present  at  the  conflagration, 
may  perhaps  be  able  to  communicate  some  useful  informa- 
tion to  the  honorable  committee  in  regard  to  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

HENRY  L.  ELLSWORTH. 

Hon.  JoB3r  M.  RoBursoir, 

Chairman  Com.  P.  O.  and  P.  JR,  of  the  Senate, 

Testimony  of  Mr.  Ellsworth. 

I  was  awoke  by  Mr.  Steiger  a  few  minutes  before  4 
o*clock,  on  the  1 5th  December,  and  arrived  at  the  fire  a 
few  minutes  after  four.  My  first  examination  was  to  as- 
certain the  place  of  the  fire,  with  the  hope  of  extinguishing 
it.  The  City  Post  Office  was  in  flames,  visible  through 
window,  and  no  one  could  enter  it. 

I  went  around  the  whole  building,  and  looked  into  the 
cellars  as  far  as  I  could,  but  no  fire  was  seen  in  any  of 
them.  I  made  an  effort  to  reach  the  Patent  Office  by  the 
usual  door  on  the  east  side,  but  the  smoke  prevented  me. 
I  then  made  an  effort  to  get  into  the  Patent  Office'thfough 
the  third  story,  as  there  was  a  window  connecting  the 
General  Post  Office  and  the  Patent  Office,  through  which 
window  wood  was  passed  into  the  Patent  Office.  Previous 
to  my  attempting  to  get  into  the  Patent  Office  this  way,  one 
pf  the  clerks  had  broken  through  an  inner  door  of  the  City 
Post  Office,  and  the  smoke  ascended  so  fast  that  I  could  not 
succeed  in  my  object,  although  Mr.  Steiger,  Mr.  Bishop,  and 
myself,  took  up  the  carpet  in  Mr.  Johnson's  room  to  lay 
over  the  aperture  through  which  the  smoke  ascended. 

I  abandoned  any  further  effort  to  save  the  Patent  Office 
papers  from  the  inside  of  the  building,  and  next  tried  to 
get  a  ladder  to  enter  the  window  on  the  north  side  of  the 
building,  but  no  ladder  could  be  obtained. 

I  ought  to  ren^rk  that,  while  examining  as  to  the  place 
of  the  fire,  I  met  Mr.  Kyle,  superintendent  of  the  building, 
^id  asked  him  if  he  knew  where  the  fire  was.  He  said  he 
had  been  into  the  cellar,  and  passed  along  the  passage  until 
be  came  under  the  City  Post  Office,  and  that  he  saw  fire 
dropping  down  upon  the  floor  above  on  to  the  ground,  and 
that  there  was  nothing  on  the  ground  to  bum — the  fire 
came  from  above— -he  passed  the  cellar  in  which  the  Pat- 
ent Office  wood  is  kept,  but  did  not  say  he  saw  any  fire 
there. 

After  I  had  been  at  the  fire,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect, 
about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  I  saw  Doctor  Jones  (of 
the  City  Post  Office)  earnestly  cidling  for  his  clerks.  He 
inquired  of  me  if  my  messenger  was  there — he  wanted  to 
ask  him  where  and  when  he  put  ashes  in  the  cellar.  I 
called  Mr.  Bishop,  who  was  near  by.  He  then  told  Doc- 
tor Jones,  in  my  presence,  that  he  had  just  been  into  the 
OBjlar  in  which  the  Patent  Office  kept  their  wood  and  ashes, 
«Qd  there  was  no  fire  in  the  cellar ;  and  further  said,  that 
if  either  Doctor  Jones  or,  jnyself  would  go  into  the  cellar. 


he  would  go  in  with  us,  and  we  could  satisfy  oaiseWes. 
We  were  then  all  standing  very  near  the  cellar  windows 
opening  into  the  room  where  the  Patent  Office  wood  and 
ashes  were  kept  Not  the  least  ray  of  light  was  discovera- 
ble in  the  cellar  at  that  time.  If  not  improper,  I  will  add 
that,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  building,  it  seems  uiterhf 
impossible  that,  if  the  building  was  safe  at  three  o'docl^ 
when  the  mail  was  delivered,  the  City  Post  OflSce  could  not 
be  in  such  a  general  conflagration  at  half  past  three,  by  the 
ignition  of  ashes  in  the  cellar.  The  honorable  Mr.  Rug- 
gles was  among  the  first  at  the  firo,  and  opened  the  door 
leading  into  the  City  Post  Office,  and  can  describe  the  sit. 
uaUonof  thefiie.  HENRY  L.  ELLSWORTH. 


fi^siriTs  Cbaxbkb,  January  32,  1837. 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  your  request  to  fo/nisb  yon 
with  a  statement  of  what  knowledge  I  have  rcspsctiog  the 
conflagration  of  the  Post  Office  and  Patent  Office  building 
on  the  fifteenth  of  December,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  testi* 
mony,  as  taken  down  by  the  committee  of  ttie  House  in 
their  investigation  of  the  same  subject,  furnished  to  me  by 
the  clerk  of  that  committee.  It  saves  me  the  trouble  of 
writing  it  out  again. 

In  addition  to  that  I  will  state  two  or  three  circomalaDces 
which  have  fallen  under  my  observation.  A  few  yean 
since  I  was  in  the  clerk's  office  in  Lincoln  eonntj,  Maine, 
where  all  the  records  of  deeds  and  probate  and  covt  rec- 
ords for  the  county  were  kept.  It  was  in  the  spring,  and 
a  man  was  removing  a  stove  which  had,  during  the  win- 
ter, been  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  roosi.  It  stood 
about  10  or  12  indies  from  the  floor,  with  about  two  iorfaes 
of  sand  under  it,  retained  within  deets,  to  protect  the  floor 
from  the  heat  of  the  stove.  On  the  sand  being  removed,  I 
observed  the  floor  to  have  been  bunied  and  charred  in  two 
places  directly  under  the  stove^  each  place  as  laige  as  my 
two  hands.  I  broke  up  and  removed  the  charred  boaid 
easily  with  my  finger.  The  under  floor  board  wae  but  a 
little  discolored,  not  charred.  The  floor  had  been  ignited 
and  gone  out  of  itself,  rot  finding  in  its  progress  any  ear- 
rent  of  air  to  feed  or  blow  it  into  a  flame. 

Another  case  in  my  neighborhood  was  where  a  eook- 
stove  stood  about  a  foot  from  the  plastered  ceiling.  The 
laths  took  flre  on  the  other  side  of  the  plastering,  and  the 
house  came  near  burning  dovni.  It  is  not  probaMe  that 
the  ceiling  was  at  any  time  made  so  warm  by  the  Biore 
that  one  could  not  bear  his  hand  upon  it.  Anoihet  simi* 
lar  instance  occurred  in  the  same  place  in  a  jeweUer^ashop^ 
the  stove  standing  8  or  10  inches  from  the  ceiling.  'With- 
in a  few  rods  of  these  a  fire  broke  out  on  Sunday  after- 
noon, in  a  store  in  which  there  had  been  no  fire  for  S4 
hours.  It  proved  to  have  taken  in  the  beam  on  which  the 
chamber  fireplace  rested.  The  hearth  on  the  beam  was 
composed  of  three  thicknesses  of  brick.  I  have  been  in- 
formed of  two  other  like  instances  in  the  vidni^f  where  I 
live.  In  each  of  these  cases  the  heat  of  the  fire  was  whd- 
ly  insoffident  to  produce  immediate  combustion.  It  was 
only  by  the  long  and  uniform  communication  of  it  to  the 
combustible  material,  through  the  medium  of  a  alow  con- 
ductor, excluding  the  external  air.  Uiat  ignition  took  place. 
Under  such  circumstances,  caloric  acts  slowly  and  akemi" 
cally  UDon  the  fibre  of  the  wood,  producing  a  latent  igni- 
tion, which  gradually  proceeds  until  the  supply  of  caloric 
ceases,  when  its  progress  is  stopped ;  or  until  it  meets  with 
a  gentle  current  of  air  coming  in  through  some  orevice, 
which  feeds  and  fans  it  into  a  flame.  There  is  a  certain 
combination  of  drcnmstanoea  which  will  always  pradoce 
this  effect.  The  prindpal  drcumstances  are  thoee  I  have 
mentioned-»a  uniform  supply  of  caloric  passing  through  a 
slowly  and  steadily  conducting  medium  in  contact  with  the 
wood,  excluding  the  external  air,  and  continued  for  a  con* 
siderable  length  of  time. 
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The  6tove  in  the  City  Post  Office,  I  undevBtand,  stood 
upon  a  pavement  of  brick  of  a  single  thickness,  resting  on 
the  floor,  perhaps  filled  in  between  with  mortar  or  sand. 
Were  or  were  not  the  drcumstances  here  combined  pre- 
cisely those  which  are  shown  to  be  sufficient  to  produce 
latent  ignition  1  A  crevice  in  the  floor  would  supply  the 
other  circumstance  necessary  to  produce  open  combustion. 
Had  there  been  nothing  on  the  floor,  there  would  have  been 
much  less  danger ;  indeetf,  none,  except  from  coals  felling 
on  the  floor.  Sheet-iron  or  other  metallic  plate  is  a  much 
safer  material  on  which  to  place  a  stove,  than  brick,  mor- 
tar, or  sand. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RUGGLE8. 

Hon.  JoHif  M.  RoBiirsoir, 
Chairman  Com,  of  the  Senate  on  Post  Office,  4^c. 

In  corroboration  of  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Ruggles,  he  re- 
quests the  following  statement,  in  regard  to  the  recent  fire 
in  the  Bank  of  England,  may  be  hereto  annexed. 

Protection  of  the  Bank  of  England  against  fire,  ■ 

The  recent  fire  in  the  printing  department  within  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  the  vast  importance  of  their  being 
a  full  assurance  of  safety  for  the  enormous  amount  of  secu- 
rities and  moneys  deposited  in  this  national  establishment, 
may  render  the  following  account  of  the  means  of  protec- 
tion agiiinst  any  accident  from  fire,  which  the  bank  pos- 
sesses within  itself,  interesting  to  the  public  generally. 

In  the  first  place,  the  entire  building  is  erected  in  a  man- 
ner cautiously  designed  to  prevent  the  spread  of  fire.  In 
every  department  are  strong  rooms  for  the  nightly  lodging 
of  tK>oks,  moneys,  and  securities,  and  closets  within  these 
rooms,  which,  together  with  the  rooms  themselves,  are 
deemed  to  be  perfectly  fire-proof.  There  is  a  nightly 
guard  of  32  soldiers  sent  from  the  tower,  who  have  each 
bis  assigned  post  within  the  building.  There  are,  besides, 
a  number  of  the  porters,  of  the  principal  clerks,  and  of 
other  officers  of  the  establishment,  constantly  resident  with- 
in the  walls  of  the  building.  A  nightly  watch  of  the  con- 
fidential officers  of  the  bank,  who  take  turns  in  rotation,  is 
rigidly  required.  A  general  survey  of  every  department 
and  office  of  the  building  is  made  by  those  gentlemen,  who 
are  on  duty  thrice  in  the  course  of  every  night,  namely,  at 
ten  o'clock,  at  midnight,  and  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. Oocasional  surveys  of  the  more  important  apart- 
ments are  made  in  the  intervals  between  these  stated  times, 
of  more  or  less  extent,  according  to  circumstances,  and 
the  degree  of  vigilance  of  the  gentlemen  whose  turn  it  is 
to  keep  watch.  It  was  to  this  wise  precaution  that  the 
timely  discovery  of  the  recent  fire  is  attributed. 

There  are  seven  very  excellent  fire-engines  kept  within 
the  bank,  which  are  monthly  inspected  by  the  maker,  and 
there  is  in  every  department  a  good  supply  of  fire-buckets. 
In  each  of  the  yards  of  the  bank  are  capacious  tanks,  ju- 
diciously placed,  and  kept  constantly  filled  with  water. 
The  only  deficiencies  seem  to  be  the  not  having  two  or 
three  resident  porters  practically  acquainted  with  the  man- 
agement of  engines,  and  the  want  of  pickaxes,  saws,  and 
crow-bars,  to  tear  up  timbers,  floorings,  or  partitions, 
which  might  catch  fire. 

Of  the  cause  of  the  late  fire,  upon  a  careful  resurvey, 
no  doubt  could  exist.  The  aperture  cut  through  the 
flooring  by  the  workmen,  and  which  was  supposed  by  the 
clerk  of  the  works  to  have  caused  the  fire,  by  the  fall  of 
■ome  accidental  spark,  was  found  to  be  wholly  untouched 
by  fire,  so  that  no  doubt  can  exist  but  the  iron  hearth  bad, 
for  many  days  past,  been  allowed,  by  the  accumulation  of 
burning  cinders,  to  become  thoroughly  "  saturated  with 
heat ;"  and  iron  being  a  powerful  retainer  and  conductor 
of  beat,  the  strong  beam  that  passed  under  the  hearth,  and 
the  ends  of  the  girders  which  rested  thereon,  were  gpradual- 
ly  undergoing  a  process  decay,  from  the  constant  action  of 


heat,  till  at  last  they  burst  into  a  state  of  combustion.    The 
property  within  the  bank  is  wholly  uninsured. 


Testimony  of  the  Hon.  John  Ruggles,  Senator  in  Con" 
gress,  December  80,  1886. 

I,  John  Ruggles,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testify  as  fol* 
lows  • 

I  board  at  Mrs.  Carliale*s,  at  the  comer  of  Pennsylvania 
avenue  and  Seventh  street,  and  was  awakened  by  the  cry 
of  *<  fire  at  the  Post  Office."  I  went  as  soon  as  possible 
to  that  building,  and  found,  perhaps,  half  a  dozen  persona 
standing  about  it.  Observing  the  eastern  door  open,  I  en- 
tered it  and  attempted  to  enter  the  letter-room  of  the  city 
office,  one  leaf  of  the  inner  door  being  open  about  eight 
inches.  In  opening  it,  and  attempting  to  enter,  I  found  the 
heat  so  intense  that  I  could  not,  and  my  hair  and  eye- brows 
were  scorched.  Standing  at  the  door,  and  stooping  so  as 
to  look  under  the  smoke,  I  saw  the  fire  burning  about  *iO 
feet  firom  me,  it  might  have  been  more,  in  an  obilque  direc- 
tion to  my  left  There  was  a  hole  through  the  floor,  about 
the  size  of  a  small  centre  table.  I  saw  it  buniing  round 
the  edges  of  the  hole  distinctly,  and  some  fire  blazing  up 
through  the  hole.  I  noticed  no  object  about  the  fire.  It 
is  my  impression  that  I  met  a  person  at  the  door  passing 
out  from  the  letter  room  with  a  bucket ;  and  while  in  the 
door  I  had  an  impression  that  water  had  been  thrown  to- 
ward the  fire,  but  did  not  reach  it,  and,  from  the  distance, 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  reach  it  without  an  engine. 
I  made  several  ineffectual  attempts  to  close  the  door  to 
smother  the  fire  until  an  engine  could  be  procured,  but 
could  not,  by  reason  of  some  obstacle  which  I  did  not  then 
perceive.  I  went  and  ma^e  inquiries  where  water  could 
be  found,  and  was  told  there  was  a  pump  across  the  street 
a  little  above.  I  made  some  attempt  to  form  a  line  from 
the  pump  to  the  oflice ;  there  were,  however,  but  few  per- 
sons present,  perhaps  ten  or  a  dozen  ;  but  I  supposed  the 
number  would  be  increasing  rapidly.  I  then  directed  my 
attention  to  the  procuring  of  an  engine.  Two  or  three  per- 
sons were  endeavoring  to  get  the  engine  near  by  from  the 
engine-house  into  the  street.  I  assisted  in  drawing  it 
to  the  pump.  Two  or  three  persons  employed  themselves 
in  endeavoring  to  put  it  into  working  order,  and  in  un- 
winding and  drawing  out  the  hose.  After  some  time  it 
was  announced  that  it  was  not  in  a  condition  to  be 
used.  I  then  passed  to  the  south  front  door  of  the 
City  Post  Office,  and  found  some  person  endeavoring 
to  force  it  with  an  axe.  This  was  ten  or  fiAeen 
minutes  after  I  first  arrived  at  the  building,  and  the  dense 
smoke  was  issuing  through  the  letter-hole  in  that  door.  I 
earnestly  entreated  them  not  to  break  the  door  down  until 
water  could  be  procured,  aa  it  would  serve  to  feed  the  flame 
and  increase  the  rapidity  of  iU  progress.  They  very  reluc- 
tantly desisted.  Some  time  after  an  engine  was  brought 
in  front  of  the  City  Post  Office,  about  which  time  a  window 
of  the  City  Poet  Office,  I  believe  the  second  east  of  the  door, 
was  broken  in,  a  volume  of  dense  smoke  fiivt  issued,  and 
instantly  afterwards  a  very  brilliant  flame.  After  the  flame 
had  been  issuing  a  short  time,  an  engine  played  into  the 
window,  and  the  flames  which  issued  from  the  window 
were  extinguished  instantly ;  but  the  water  was  soon  ex- 
hausted, the  hose  having  become  separated  which  con- 
nected with  the  hydraulion  at  the  pump  which  supplied  the 
engine  before  ihe  building.  The  flames  soon  after  burst 
out  anew.  After  some  time,  the  hose  was  again  connect- 
ed, but  there  appeared  to  be  a  scanty  supply  of  water,  and 
the  action  of  the  engine  was  too  feeble  to  throw  the  water 
with  any  effective  power  into  the  building. 

After  the  fire,  Mr.  Cox,  a  clerk  in  the  City  Post  Office, 
described  to  me  the  location  of  the  large  stove  in  the  letter- 
room,  which  corresponded  very  nearly  with  the  location  of 
the  fire,  as  I  saw  it. 
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At  any  time  within  16  or  80  minutet  after  I  arrived  at 
the  huUding,  an  engine  in  order,  with  an  efficient  compa- 
ny, and  a  supply  of  water,  would,  in  my  opinion,  have 
eztingoished  the  fire  with  but  little  difficulty.  I  did  not 
notice  any  smoke  issuing  from  under  the  platform  of  the 
east  door  when  I  first  arrived  at  the  building ;  there  might 
have  been  without  my  perceiving  it.  Some  ten  minutes 
after  I  arrived,  I  looked  along  at  the  basement  windows  in 
front  of  the  building,  as  &r  as  the  City  Post  Office  door,  and 
along  the  eastern  end  of  Seventh  street,  and  under  the 
platform  of  the  east  door,  in  order  to  see  if  there  was  any 
fire  in  the  cellar.  I  saw  none,  and  did  not  notice  smoke 
at  any  of  them.  I  looked  at  the  windows  at  a  little  dis- 
tance, and  it  was  so  dark  that  I  was  unable  to  see  whether 
the  windows  were  or  were  not  closed  by  shutters. 

JOHN  RUGGhES. 

Statement  of  Jamee  Summers. 

I  h«v«  been  called  the  <«  watchman"  of  the  City  Poet  Of- 
fice, but  the  labor  I  had  to  perform  differing  materially 
from  that  of  watchman,  it  may  be  necessary  to  eiplain  that 
my  duties,  through  the  fore  part  of  the  nighty  were  to  as- 
sist in  preparing  the  mails  for  delivery ;  that,  upon  closing 
the  east  door,  which  was  usually  done  about  10  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  I  was  at  liber^  to  retire  to  rest ;  but  the  arrival  of 
several  heavy  mails  after  that  hour  being  calculated  to  dis- 
turb my  repose,  I  but  seldom  retired  before  midnight.  The 
duties  of  receiving  and  delivering  all  the  mails  that  came  in 
or  left  the  office  during  the  night  devolved  also  upon  me. 
Thui  was  I  employed  until  about  five  or  six  months  prece- 
ding the  fire,  when  I  was  requirsd  to  leave  the  labors  of  the 
office,  and  to  select  such  a  position  in  my  mom  every  nigh| 
as  would  enable  me  to  see  all  persons  coming  into  or  leav- 
ing the  office  until  the  east  door  was  closed,  and  to  receive 
and  deliver  the  mails  through  the  night,  as  above  stated. 

On  the  night  of  the  conflagration  I  retired  to  bed  about 
midnight  The  driver  who  carries  the  Southern  mail  to 
the  steamboat,  rang  me  up  about  three  o'clock,  A.  M. 
The  mail  was  delivered  to  him ;  and  after  passing  out  at 
the  door,  looking  around,  and  discovering  no  human  being 
except  the  driver,  nor  aught  else  to  attract  attention,  X  re- 
turned, closed  and  locked  the  door,  and  retired  to  bed, 
where  I  soon  fell  into  a  profound  sleep. 

About  one  hour  after,  I  was  aroused  by  Mr.  Crown,  a 
messenger,  who  slept  in  the  postmaster's  room,  and  who,  up- 
on entering  my  chamber,  exclaimed,  with  a  voice  indicating 
much  alarm,  **  Good  God !  Mr.  Summers,  where  does  all 
this  smoke  come  from  1"  I  immediately  sprang  out  of  bed, 
and  perceiving  my  room  filled  with  a  dense  smoke,  which 
I  knew,  both  by  smell  and  color,  proceeded  from  the  burn- 
ing nf  pine  wood ;  and  our  coals  being  kindled  with  pine, 
my  first  research  was  to  ascertain  whether  the  smoke  might 
not  proceed  from  a  burning  chunk  fallen  from  the  grate, 
and  rolled  towards  the  fender.  Finding  nothing  amiss 
about  my  fire,  I  immediately  went  into  the  room  where  the 
messenger  slept,  to  examine  his  fire ;  but,  upon  entering  it, 
found  he  had  none.  Disappointed  in  these  researches,  and 
now,  for  the  first  time,  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  the  build- 
ing and  its  valuable  contents,  I  hastened  out  at  the  east 
door,  where  I  immediately  discovered  the  smoke  issuing 
from  a  window  directly  under  the  platform.  Stooping  un- 
der the  platform,  I  perceived  the  smoke  passing  obliquely 
to  my  right,  but  could  see  no  fire.  While  prosecuting 
this  examination,  Mr.  Crown  suddenly  spoke  of  Mr.  Cox's 
danger.  Knowing  that  he  was  unusually  hard  to  wake, 
and  therefore  greatly  alarmed  for  his  safety,  I  ran  into  my 
room,  and  rang  the  bell  with  great  force.  He  soon  after 
appeared  in  his  night  clothes,  and  greatly  alarmed. 

Perceiving  the  density  of  the  smoke  to  be  rapidly  increas- 
ing, I  again  went  out  and  crept  further  under  the  platform, 
in  order  to  ascertam  the  location  of  the  fire ;  but,  although 


I  could  then  distinctly  bear  the  roaring  of  the  flaoMs,  I 
could  not  see  it.  An  efibrt  had  been  made,  both  by  Mr. 
Crown  and  myself,  to  alarm  our  neighbors  by  the  cry  of 
fire,  as  soon  as  it  was  known  to  be  under  the  builduif . 
And  now,  aware  of  the  increasing  danger,  and  that  out 
force  was  inadequate  to  a  successful  attack  on  so  formida- 
ble an  enemy,  we  commenced  a  more  general  cry.  I  then 
crossed  over  7th  street,  passed  the  opposite  row  of  buildings, 
and  with  loud  cries  endeavored  to  alarm  their  inhabitaotB ; 
but  sleep  apparently  seemed  to  hold  the  dominion ;  not  a 
window  was  hoisted,  nor  voice  from  within  heard.  I  again 
returned  to  the  Post  Office,  and  passed  along  the  south 
side  to  the  weet  end,  where  I  was  asked  by  some  penon 
from  within,  "what  was  the  matter  1"  I  answered,  the 
Post  Office  is  on  fire.  I  then  ran  down  7th  street  to  Penn- 
sylvania avenue  ;  and  in  passing  up  the  avenue,  I  met  wiHi 
three  black  boys»  who,  at  my  request,  assisted  in  giving 
the  alarm.  I  oontinned  up  the  avenue  to  10th  street,  pass- 
ed up  10th  to  £,  and  then  along  E  to  the  office.  In  per- 
forming this  round  I  awoke  many  persons.  On  my  arrival 
at  the  office  I  found  a  number  of  persons  engaged  in  movtag 
the  furniture  and  books  of  the  General  Post  Ofiiiea  *,  and 
perceiving  through  the  window  blinda  that  the  flame  had 
made  its  way  into  the  City  Post  Office,  and  all  hope  of  ex- 
tinguishing the  fire  at  an  end,  I  joined  and  continued  in 
the  labors  of  removal  until  the  close  of  the  scene. 

JAMES  SUMMERS. 

The  deponent  further  Mys  that  there  was  no  plaster  or  ceil- 
ing over  head  in  the  cellars  of  the  Post  Office  building ;  the 
floor  joists,  or  timbers  on  which  the  floors  laid,  were  totally 
uncovered.  At  the  time  he  first  passed  out  at  the  eastdoor 
of  the  Post  Office,  and  saw  the  smoke  issuing  from  under 
the  great  step-stone,  or  platform,  he  passed  round  the  cor- 
ner to  the  south  side  of  the  building,  but  did  not  see  or  dis- 
cover any  smoke  or  fire  coming  out  of  the  south  windows 
of  the  building ;  the  window  under  the  platform  was  open, 
and  the  windows  on  the  south  side  were  closed.  The  wood 
in  the  cellar  of  the  City  Poet  Office  was  packed  from  the 
ground  up  to  the  floor. 

JAMES  SUMMERS. 

Jahuakt  27,  1837. 


Statement  of  Samuel  Crown. 

Samuel  Crown,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  testifies  and 
says  that  he  is  the  messenger  to  the  City  Post  Ofi&ce,  and 
remained  in  the  office  all  the  night  of  the  conflagration  of 
the  General  Post  Office,  which  took  place  on  the  morning 
of  the  1 5th  of  December  last;  that  he  makes  the  fires  for 
said  office.  On  the  morning  of  the  1 4th  of  December,  this 
deponent  took  up  the  ashes  in  the  fireplace  in  said  office, 
where  there  had  been  a  fire  on  the  day  previous,  and  car- 
ried the  axhes  and  deposited  them  in  the  passage  in  the  cel- 
lar under  said  office,  about  equidistant  from  two  door-ways 
opening  from  said  passage  into  tho  wood-rooms  of  said  Post 
Office,  which  were  then  occupied  with  wood  and  coal  for 
the  use  of  the  office ;  there  were  openings  also  on  the  north 
side  of  said  passage,  one  occupied  as  a  wood-room,  and 
the  other  leading  up  stairs  into  the  room  occupied  as  the 
Post  Office.  7'he  ashes  were  placed  on  the  ground  of  the 
cellar,  and  against  the  brick  partition  wall.  The  ground 
of  the  cellar  was  damp  at  the  time ;  the  ashes  were  cold 
when  taken  up,  and  no  fire  seen  in  them  ;  there  was  about 
one  barrel  of  ashes  on  the  ground  at  the  time  he  deposited 
the  ashes,  as  above  stated. 

This  deponent  says  that  he  was  in  the  office  until  thir- 
ty-five minutes  after  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
15th,  when  he  retired  to  his  bed,  in  the  southeast  coiner 
room,  commonly  occupied  by  Doctor  Jones.  This  depo- 
nent was  awake  at  three  o'clock,  and  heard  the  Southern 
mail  when  it  left  the  office.     Some  time  afterwards,  about 
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or  nearly  four  o'clock,  thii  deponent  was  awoke  by  the 
smoke  in  the  room ;  he  immediately  aroae,  and,  aAer  exam- 
ining hiB  own  room,  went  into  the  passage  leading  out  of 
the  east  door,  and  discovered  the  oatside  door  open ;  there 
was  as' much  smoke  in  the  entry  as  in  his  room ;  he  then 
went  out  of  the  east  door,  and  went  round  on  the  south 
front  of  the  building,  and  examined  the  cellar  windows, 
and  perceived  smoke  coming  out  of  all  the  windows,  and  at 
the  window  nearest  the  south  door  of  the  Post  Office  dis- 
covered considerable  heat  issuing  from  the  window ;  he  then 
cried  fire !  fire !  went  back  and  alarmed  Mr.  Cox,  first  by 
ringing  the  bell  leading  to  his  room,  then  by  going  outside, 
round  to  his  window,  and  knocking  against  it,  and  then 
rang  the  hell  again.  Mr.  Cox  then  came  out  of  his  room, 
and  then  the  deponent  went  to  the  window  from  whence 
the  heat  issued,  to  show  Mr.  Cox  ;  but  whether  Xfr.  Cox 
went  to  the  window  or  not  this  deponent  cannot  say.  Mr. 
Cox  advised  him  to  go  afler  Mr.  Kennedy,  the  chief  clerk 
in  the  City  Post  Office ;  he,  the  deponent,  went  after  Mr. 
Kennedy,  awoke,  him,  and  then  returned  to  the  Post  Office, 
and  went  into  the  room  where  he  slept,  and  got  his  panta- 
loons ;  the  room  was  then  so  full  of  smoke  he  could  not 
breathe  in  it.  Mr.  Kennedy  soon  came,  and  we  went  to 
the  south  window,  where  the  smoke  and  heat  continued  to 
issue,  but  did  not  see  any  fire  ;  then  the  deponent  went  to 
assist  in  getting  out  the  engine.  After  we  got  the  engine 
in  readiness,  it  proved  to  be  out  of  order  and  useless ;  the  de- 
ponent then  went  into  the  Post  Office,  and  discovered  fire 
about  the  centre  of  the  room,  not  far  ftt>m  the  stove ;  the 
fire  immediately  spread  with  great  rapidity  until  the  whole 
building  was  on  fire.  That,  previous  to  his  calling  Mr. 
Cox,  he  attempted  to  go  down  cellar  with  a  candle,  but  could 
not  for  the  density  of  die  smoke. 

SAMUEL  CROWN. 


Statement  of  Henry  Bishop^  sen. 

I  am  messenger  of  the  Patent  Office,  which  office  I  have 
held  six  years  last  November. 

On  the  night  of  the  fire  I  was  alarmed  by  a  knocking  at 
my  next  door  neighbor's  house,  and  heard  a  person  say 
that  the  Post  Office  was  on  fire ;  I  immediately  rose  out 
of  bed,  dressed  myself,  looked  at  my  watch,  which  was 
about  half  past  four;  it  is  generally  too  fast.  I  called  my 
eldest  son,  Henry,  a  young  man,  and  sent  him  to  Mr. 
Ellsworth*s  house  to  inform  him  of  the  fire. 

I  immediately  went  to  the  building,  ascended  the  steps 
of  the  City  Post  Office  on  £  street,  looked  in  at  the  window 
east  of  the  steps,  and  saw  that  the  large  room  was  full  of 
black  smoke,  with  a  red  blaze  in  about  the  middle  of  the 
room,  in  a  northeasterly  direction  from  where  I  stood.  I 
did  not  stay  more  than  a  minute  in  this  place ;  my  first  ob- 
ject was  to  get  into  the  Patent  Office,  having  the  keys  with 
me.  I  attempted  to  get  into  the  building  at  the  door  on  7th 
street,  but  from  some  cause  which  I  do  not  well  recollect,  I 
could  not  enter ;  whether  the  door  was  fast  or  the  smoke 
prevented  I  cannot  positively  say.  I  then  went  to  the  front 
of  the  building  on  E  street,  passed  through  the  door  of  the 
General  Post  Office  into  the  yard  north  of  the  building.  T 
then  went  to  a  backdoor  communicating  with  the  City  Post 
Office  and  Patent  Office,  found  it  open,  with  a  great  deal 
of  smoke  in  the  passage,  apparently  coming  from  the  large 
room  occupied  by  the  City  Post  Office.  I  attempted  several 
times  to  ascend  the  stairs  of  the  Patent  Office,  but  the 
smoke  was  so  thick  and  suffocating  that  I  was  obliged  to 
desist. 

I  then  went  into  the  yard  north  of  the  building,  and  saw  a 
person  looking  into  the  cellars  to  see  if  there  was  any  fire 
to  be  seen,  but  there  was  none.  I  then  went  to  the  front 
of  the  building  on  E  street,  to  examine  the  Patent  Office 
cellar,  which  was  under  the  City  Post  Office  ;  I  pushed  open 
the  shutter  just  west  of  the  City  Post  Office  stqM  and  went 


into  the  cellar,  where  I  could  see  nothing,  for  it  was  total 
darkness. 

I  then  left  the  cellar.  By  this  time  Mr.  Ellsworth  had 
arrived,  and  I  joined  him  ;  we  made  some  more  attempts  to 
get  into  the  Patent  Office,  which  were  unsuccessful ;  the 
smoke  and  flames  filled  the  building,  and  we  were  obliged 
to  retreat. 

Afler  all  hope  of  saving  the  building  had  been  given  up, 
and  I  was  watching  t)ie  progress  of  the  fire,  I  was  iuformed 
that  Dr.  Jones,  City  Postmaster,  was  speaking  about  ashes 
being  kept  in  the  Patent  Office  cellar,  under  tibe  City  Post 
Ofifice,  and  conveyed  the  idea  that  the  fire  might  have  ori- 
ginated th«re.  I  immediately  went  to  Mr.  Ellsworth,  and 
told  him  of  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Jones.  While  I  was  speak- 
ing to  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Dr.  Jones  came  where  we  were ;  I 
then  told  Mr.  Ellsworth  and  Dr.  Jones  that  there  could  not 
be  any  fire  in  the  Patent  Office  cellar,  for  I  had  been  in  the 
cellar  since  the  fire,  and  it  was  entirely  dark.  I  likewise 
offered,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Ellsworth  and  Dr.  Jones,  to 
open  the  shutter  and  go  in  again,  but  they  said  it  was  not 
worth  while. 

On  the  subject  of  the  ashes  I  have  to  state  that,  as  soon 
as  the  clerks  left  the  office  for  the  day,  the  fire  was  not 
covered  with  ashes  to  keep  fire  for  the  next  day,  but  the 
brands  were  put  together,  a  screen  put  before  the  fire,  and 
the  fire  left  to  bum  out,  so  that  there  was  very  seldom  any 
fire  the  next  morning.  In  the  morning  the  ashes  were  ta- 
ken up  in  an  iron  hod,  and  never  emptied  till  the  next  day, 
and  sometimes  longer;  the  day  previous  to  the  fine, 
Wednesday,  ashes  had  been  emptied  from  the  Patent  Office 
that  had  been  taken  from  the  hearths  on  the  Monday  pre- 
vious, and  perhaps  some  might  have  been  taken  up  on 
Tuesday ;  but  I  am  sure  there  was  none  taken  up  on 
Wednesday.  The  ashes  were  put  in  a  large  wooden  box  in  the 
cellar,  under  the  large  room  occupied  by  the  City  Post  Of- 
fice ;  the  box  stood  by  itself  on  a  ground  floor,  about  eight 
or  nine  feet  from  the  floor  above. 

HENRY  BISHOP. 


Statement  of  Cornelius  Cox. 
Cornelius  Cox,  a  clerk  in  the  City  Post  Office,  testifies  and 
says  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  December  last  I 
was  awoke  by  some  noise,  and  upon  getting  up  immediate- 
ly concluded  the  office  was  on  fire,  as  the  room  was  filled 
with  smoke.  I  opened  the  door  which  led  into  the  Post  Of- 
fice, and  ran  through  out  of  the  east  door  to  a  room  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  Summers.  In  doing  this  I  suppose  I  passed 
through  \f>  or  20  feet  of  the  office,  and  saw  no  light ;  but  the 
smoke  was  so  dense  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  I 
could  breatlie,  and  heard  a  crackling  under  the  floor  very 
distinctly.  In  Mr.  Summers^s  room  I  met  him  and  Mr. 
Crown.  I  said.  Crown,  where  in  the  world  does  ail  this 
smoke  come  from  1  He  said  he  did  not  know,  but  believed 
the  cellar  was  on  fire.  I  then  asked  him  if  he  had  been  down 
in  the  cellar.  He  said  no,  but  had  attempted  to  do  so,  and 
proceeded  a  few  steps,  when  he  found  the  smoke  so  thick 
that  it  put  out  his  candle,  and  was  forced  back  for  fear  of 
suffocation.  I  told  him  to  go  over  and  wake  up  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy, one  of  the  clerks  of  the  office,  who  lives  within  a  half 
a  square.  I  then  ran  out  of  die  office  on  the  pavement  to 
the  front,  and  saw  the  smoke  coming  out  of  the  window  un- 
der the  steps  at  the  east  of  the  office,  and  had  a  full  view  of 
the  whole  front,  but  saw  no  person  up  to  this  time,  with 
the  exception  of  Summers  and  Crown.  I  then  went  back 
again  through  the  office  to  my  room,  for  the  purpose  of 
dressing  myself,  and  in  passing  over  the  floor  heard  the 
crackling  and  rumbling  of  the  fire  below  so  clearly  that  I 
was  apprehensive  the  floor  would  give  way,  and  also  a 
knocking  at  the  door  communicating  with  Uie  Post  Of- 
fice Department.  I  put  on  my  pantaloons,  took  my 
coat  in  my  hand,  and  jumped  out  of  the  window  at  the 
back  of  the  office,  and  ran  round  again  to  the  front,  not  re- 
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turning  in  the  same  way  that  I  went  in,  on  account  of  the 
great  danger,  as  I  thought  at  the  time,  of  the  floor  falling 
in.  I  there  met  Mr.  Crown,  and  asked  him  if  he  had  been 
over  for  Mr.  Kennedy.  He  told  me  he  had.  (I  wan  very 
anxious  to  get  this  gentleman  over  as  early  an  possible,  as 
I  knew  he  had  the  key  of  the  desk  whi^h  contained  the 
money  belonging  to  the  ofBce.)  Crown  then  went  around 
and  bur^t  the  cellar  windows  open  until  he  came  to  the 
third  one  from  the  east  comer,  when  he  said,  here,  Mr. 
Cox,  here  it  is  (meaning  the  fire)  just  under  here.  I  look- 
ed, but  could  see  nothing  but  the  smoke  rushing  out.  At 
this  time  I  recognised  Mr.  John  Suter,  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  and  four  or  five  others.  Mr.  Kennedy  then 
came  over  and  tried  to  enter  the  office  at  the  east  door,  but 
was  repulsed  by  the  smoke.  I  told  him  that  the  window 
of  my  room  was  open,  and  probably  he  might  get  in  there. 
We  then  went  round,  and  the  smoke  was  issuing  from  it 
▼ery  thick.  He  told  me  X  had  better  get  in  and  save  some 
of  my  clothing.  I  did  s«>,  and  threw  out  a  part  of  them, 
having  every  moment  to  thrust  my  head  out  of  the  window 
for  air.  After  I  got  out  of  the  window,  and  was  gathering 
up  the  clothes  that  I  had  thrown  out,  I  saw  Mr.  Bishop, 
the  messenger  of  the  Patent  Office,  who  told  me  that  he 
had  l)een  trying  to  get  up  to  that  office,  but  could  not  do  so 
for  the  smoke.  Alter  this  I  went  in  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment and  assisted  in  saving  the  books  and  papers  be- 
longing to  that  Department  Neither  time  that  I  passed 
through  or  looked  into  the  (Jity  Post  Office  was  there  any 
fire  to  be  seen,  nor  did  it  get  through  for  20  or  30  minutes 
ftfler  I  was  up.  If  the  fire  had  originated  in  the  City  Post 
Office,  it  would  have  been  seen  immediately,  as  there  was 
a  great  quantity  of  combustible  material  there.  I  would 
here  state  that  we  got  through  the  work  and  closed  the  of- 
fice that  morning  about  half  past  two  o'clock,  and  I  was 
up  about  ten  minutes  after  the  other  clerks  had  gone,  du- 
ring which  time  I  attended  particularly  to  extinguishing 
the  lights  and  securing  the  fires ;  looked  into  the  stove  and 
saw  that  the  fire  had  nearly  gone  out,  there  being  nothing 
but  a  few  coal«,  and  they  nearly  covered  with  ashes;  placed 
a  brick  before  the  door,  and  went  over  to  the  fireplace.  In 
this  fireplace  we  burnt  coal,  and  were  in  the  habit  of  keep- 
ing fire  throughout  the  night ;  it  had  gone  down  lower 
than  usual,  and  fresh  coal  had  been  thrown  on,  so  as  to 
completely  cover  up  all  the  fire  there  was  remaining,  and 
I  was  fearful  that  it  would  go  out  entirely ;  saw  thot  a  large 
iron  screen  which  we  had  was  placed  before  it,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  any  coals  that  might  fall  ofiT  the  grate  from 
rolling  on  the  fioor. 

The  carpenter's  work  throughout  the  office  had  shrunk 
generally,  and  the  floor,  particularly,  was  very  open,  so 
much  so  that  I  have  often  noticed  places  about  the  wash- 
boards, where  it  had  been  neglected  to  have  been  swept  for 
a  short  time,  covered  with  coal  dust  and  other  dirt  blown 
up  through  the  crevices  from  the  cellar,  which  will  account 
for  the  office  being  so  full  of  smoke. 

It  was  impossible  to  open  the  door  at  the  south  front  of 
the  office.  I  was  the  only  person  tha^  penetrated  any  dis- 
tance in.  When  I  first  came  out  I  did  so  without  know- 
ing what  was  the  matter ;  and  when  I  went  back,  it  was  un- 
der the  impression  that  I  was  risking  my  life ;  but  had  noth- 
ing on  but  my  shirt,  and  forced  myself  through.  It  is  my 
decided  opinion  that  if  any  person  had  attempted  to  open 
that  door  from  the  inside,  they  would  have  sufibcated,  as 
they  not  only  would  ha«e  been  obliged  to  have  gone  a  very 
considerable  distance  through  the  office,  which  was  obstruct- 
ed by  tables  and  baskets  used  for  the  distribution  of  news- 
papers, and  to  hax'e  op  ned  a  door  leading  into  the  lobby, 
which  was  locked,  before  they  could  have  got  to  the  main 
door,  which  was  locked,  bohed,  and  barred,  besides  having 
a  large  letter-box  placed  before  it,  which  would  have  had 
to  be  removed.  But  there  was  no  necessity  for  opening 
that  door»  as  any  person  disposed  to  enter  the  office  could 


have  tried  through  the  east  door,  as  that  entrance  was  open 
the  whole  time. 

The  great  Eastern  mail  arrived  about  1 5  minutea  aftir  1 1 
o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  fire.  The  letters  and  papori 
were  taken  out  of  the  mail-bags,  and  those  for  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  placed  in  boxes  ready  to  be  delivered  to 
the  messengers  of  the  two  Houses ;  and  the  letters  for  the 
citizens  were  distributed  in  the  several  appropriate  boxes. 
The  boxes  containing  the  letters  and  papers  fan  memben 
of  Congress  were  in  the  southeast  comer  of  the  room  of 
the  Post  Office.  It  is  my  opinion  that  those  letters  and  pa- 
pers could  not  have  been  saved,  on  account  of  the  dense 
smoke.  The  Port  Tobacco,  Warrenton,  and  Geoigetuwn 
mails  were  in  the  room  occupied  by  Dr.  Jones.  These 
mails  might  have  been  saved  if  we  had  thought  of  them  im- 
mediately after  getting  up :  but  we  were  occupied  in  giving 
the  alarm  and  ascertsining  where  the  fire  waa^  so  that  they 
entirely  escaped  our  attention.  The  large  mails  had  all 
left  the  office.  The  Southern  mail  was  the  last,  which 
was  about  S  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

CORNELIUS  COX 


INTERNATIONAL  COPYRIGHT  LAW. 

Petition  of  Thomas  Moore,  and  other  authors  of  Great 
Britain,  praying  Congress  to  grant  to  them  ike  txciw- 
sive  benefit  of  tlieir  writings  within  the  United 
States, 

Febkuart  2,  1837. 

Referred  to  a  select  committee,  coosistinffor  Messra.  CUy,  Ptbmoo, 
Buchanan,  Webster,  and  Ewlog  of  Ohio. 

Address  of  certain  authors  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Sen- 
ate  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  respeet- 
fully  showing  .• 

That  authors  of  Great  Britain  have  long  been  exposed  to 
injury  in  their  reputation  and  property  from  the  want  of  a 
law  by  which  the  exdusive  right  to  their  respective  wri- 
tings may  bo  secured  to  them  in  the  United  States  d* 
America : 

That,  for  want  of  such  law,  deep  and  extensive  injuries 
have  of  late  been  inflicted  on  their  reputation  and  property, 
and  on  the  interests  of  literature  and  science,  which  ought 
to  constitute  a  bond  of  union  and  friendship  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain : 

That,  firom  the  circumstance  of  the  English  'langiiage 
being  common  to  both  nations,  the  works  of  British  aaihors 
are  extensively  read  throughout  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca, while  the  pro6ts  arising  from  the  sale  of  their  works  may 
be  wholly  appropriated  by  American  booksellers,  not  only 
without  the  consent  of  the  authors,  but  even  contrary  to 
their  express  desire ;  a  grievance  under  which  they  have  at 
present  no  redress : 

That  the  works  thus  appropriated  by  American  book- 
sellers are  liable  to  be  mutilated  and  altered  at  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  said  booksellers,  or  of  any  other  persons  who 
may  have  an  interest  in  reducing  the  price  of  the  works, 
or  in  conciliating  the  supposed  principles  or  prejudices  of 
purchasers  in  the  respective  sections  of  your  Union ;  and  that 
the  names  of  the  authors  being  retained,  thej  may  be  made 
responsible  for  works  which  they  no  longer  recognise  am 
their  own : 

That  such  mutilation  and  alteration,  with  the  retention 
of  the  authors*  names,  have  been  of  late  actually  perpetrated 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  under  which  grievance 
such  authors  have  at  present  no  redress. 

That  certain  authors  of  Great  Britain  have  recently  made 
an  effort  in  defence  of  their  literary  reputation  and  prop- 
erty, by  declaring  a  respectable  firm  of  publishers  in  New 
York  to  be  the  sole  authorized  possessors  and  issuers  of  the 
said  works,  and  by  publishing,  in  certain  American  news- 
papers, their  authority  to  thift  effect : 
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That  the  object  of  the  said  anthoTS  has  been  defeated  by 
the  act  of  certain  persona,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
who  have  unjustly  published,  for  their  own  advantage,  the 
works  sought  to  be  thus  protected  ;  under  which  grievance 
the  said  authors  have  at  present  no  redress : 

That  American  authors  are  injured  by  the  non-eiistence 
of  the  desired  law.  While  American  publishers  can  pro- 
vide themselves  with  works  for  publication,  by  unjust  ap- 
propriatinn,  instead  of  by  equitable  purchase,  they  are  un- 
der no  inducement  to  afford  to  American  authors  a  ftir  re- 
muneration for  their  labors ;  under  which  grievance  Ameri- 
can authors  have  no  redress  but  in  sending  over  their 
works  to  England  to  be  published ;  an  expedient  which  has 
become  an  established  practice  with  some,  of  whom  their 
country  lias  most  reason  to  be  proud : 

That  the  American  public  is  injured  by  the  non-ex- 
istence of  the  desired  law.  The  American  public  suffers 
not  only  from  the  discouragement  afforded  to  native 
authors,  as  above  stated,  but  from  the  uncertainty  now 
existing  as  to  whether  the  books  presented  to  them  as  the 
works  of  British  authors  are  the  actual  and  complete  pro- 
ductions of  the  writers  whose  names  they  bear : 

That,  in  proof  of  the  evil  complained  of^  the  case  of 
Walter  Scott  might  be  referred  to,  as  stated  by  an  esteem- 
ed citizen  of  the  United  States ;  *  that  while  the  works  of 
this  author,  dear  alike  to  your  country  and  to  ours,  were 
read  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  fnnh  the  Atlantic  to  the  Mis- 
stsstppi,  he  received  no  remuneration  fh>m  the  American 
public  for  his  labors ;  that  an  equitable  remuneration  might 
have  saved  his  life,  and  would,  at  least,  have  relieved  its 
closing  years  from  the  burden  of  debts  and  destructive 
toils: 

That,  deeply  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  the  only 
firm  ground  of  friendship  between  nations  is  a  strict  regard 
to  simple  justice,  the  undersigned  earnestly  request  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  speedi- 
ly to  use,  in  behalf  of  the  authors  of  Great  Britain,  their 
power  of  securing  to  the  authors  the  exclusive  right  to  theur 
respecting  writings. 


Thomas  Moore 
J.  D'Israeli 
Benjamin  D'Israeli 
Amelia  Opie 
Thomas  Campbell 
Charles  Lyell 
Harriet  Martineau 
Mary  Somerville 
Henry  H.  Milman 
Peter  Mark  Roget,  M.  D. 
Maiia  Edgeworth 
J.  Bostock,  M.  D. 
Henry  Hallam 
J.  N.  Talfourd,  M.  P. 
Edmund  Lodge,  Norroy 
£.  Lytton  Bulwer,  M.  P. 
Marguerite  Blessington 
J.  P.  Potter 
Charles  MacFarlane 
Anne  Marsh 
Thomas  Keightley 
William  Howitt 
Mary  Howitt 
S.  C.  HaU 
Anna  Maria  Hall 
J.  Montgomery 
Joanna  Baillie 
M.  M.  Mitfoid 
Allan  Cunningham 


Charles  Babbage 

L.  Bonaparte 

G.  P.  R.  James 

William  Buckland 

Grcnville  T.  Temple 

William  Prout,  M.  D. 

Maria  Calcott 

G.  Griffin 

Henry  F.  Chorley 

William  Kirby 

Thomas  Carl>le 

J.  8.  H.  Pardee 

T.  S.  Grimshawe 

Charies  White 

Henry  Lytton  Bulwer 

Samuel  Rogers 

Thomas  Chalmers 

Charles  Bell 

J  C.  Loudon 

W.  WheweU 

Edward  Tagart,  F.  G.  S. 

E.  C.  E.  Stuart  WorUey 

Rob.  Murchison 

Rev.  Prof.  Vaughn,  D.  D. 
Glasgow 

The  Rev.  G.  Skinner,  Cam- 
bridge University,  England 

J.  H.  Gaunter 

Robert  Southey. 


*  Dr.  MeVicker.     Vide  his  letter  to  the  editor  of  the 
New  York  American,  Noyember  19,  1833. 


Authors  whose  signatures  are  hereunto  attached. 


J.  Disraeli,  Esq. 
Benjamin  D'Israeli,  Esq 
Mrs.  Opie- 
J*homas  Campbell  Esq. 
Charles  Lyell,  Esq. 
Miss  Martineau 
Mrs.  Somerville     - 


Names.  Works. 

Thomas  Moore,  Esq.  -  Irish  Melodies,  Lalla  Rookh, 

Life  of  Lord  Byron,  dec 

-  Curiosities  of  Literatureid^. 

-  Vivian  Grey,  dec. 

-  Simple  Tales,  dice. 

-  Pleasures  of  Hope,  dbc. 

-  Geology,  dtc. 

-  Political  Economy. 

-  The  Physical  Sciences. 

The  Rev.  H.  H.  Milman  -  Fall  of  Jerusalem,  History  of 
the  Jews,  6lc 

Dr.  Roget  -  -  Bridgewater  Treatise. 

Miss  Edgeworth    -  -  Tales,   Practical  Education, 

dtc. 

Dr.  Bostock  -  -  Physiology. 

Henry  Hallam,  Esq.  -  Constitutional  Historyof  Eng- 

land. 

J.  N.  Talfourd,  Esq.,  M.  P.  Ion,  dfcc. 

Edmund  Lodge,  Esq.,  Nor> 
roy  King  of  Arms  -         -  Illustrious  Portraits,  dbc 

Edward     Lytton     Bulwer, 

Esq.,  M.  P.     -  •  Pelham,  Eugene  Aram,  Ath- 

ens and  Athenians. 

The  Countess  of  Blessington  Conversations  of  Lord  Byron, 
Book  of  Beauty,  dec. 

The  Rev.  J.  P.  Potter  -  The  Religion  of  Socrates, 
Cowper,  Heber,  and  New- 
ton. 

Charles  MacFarlane,  Esq.  -  Residence  in  Constantinople. 


Mrs.  Marsh 

Thomas  Keightley,  Esq. 

William  Howitt,  Esq. 

Mrs.  Mary  Howitt 

S.  C.  Hall,  Esq.    - 

Mrs.  HaU  - 

James  Montgomery,  Esq. 

Miss  Joanna  Baillie 

Miss  Mitford 

Allan  Cannuigham,  Esq.  < 

Charles  Babbage,  Esq. 

Prince  Lucien  Bonaparte    ■ 

G.  P.  R.  James,  Esq. 

Rev.  Dr.  Buckland 

Sir  Grenville  Temple,  Bart. 

Dr.  Prout  - 

Mrs.  Calcott 

G.  Griffin,  Esq.     - 
H.  F.  Chorley,  Esq. 
The  Rev.  W.  Kirby 
Thomas  Carlyle,  Esq. 
Miss  Pardee 


.  Old  Men's  tales. 

-  History  of  Greece  and  Rome, 
MyUiology,  dec 

-  Book  of  the  Seasons. 

-  Wood  Leighton,  d^c. 

-  Book  of  Gems. 

-  Bucanier,  Outlaw,  dec 

-  World  before  the  Flood,  dbc 

-  Plays  of  the  Passions,  dtc 

-  Our  Village,  dec. 

-  Lives  of  the  Painters,  dx. 

-  Science  and  Manufactures. 

-  Memoirs,  written  by  himself. 

-  Richelieu,    Memoirs  of  the 
Black  Prince,  dec. 

Geology  and  Mineralogy 
Travek  in  Greece  and  Turkey. 
Chemibtry,  Meteorologr,  6tc 

-  History  of  Brazil,  Cbm,  and 
India. 

-  The  Collegians,  dtc. 
Memoirs  of  Mrs.  Hemans. 

-  Habits,  &c.  of  Animals. 

-  Sartor  Resartus. 


Residence  in  Portugal. 
The  Rsv.  T.  S.  Grimshawe  Life  of  the  Rev.  Leigh  Rich. 
mond,the  Poet  Cowper,  dfcc. 


Charles  White,  Esq. 
Henry  Lytton  Bulwer, Esq., 
M.  P.  - 


Belgic  Revolution. 


Samuel  Rogers,  Esq. 
Rev.  Dr.  Chalmers 
Sir  Charles  Bell    - 
J.  C.  Loudon,  Esq. 

Professor  Whewell 
Lady  Emetine  Wortley 
Edward  Tagart,  Esq. 
R.  Muchison,  Bsq. 
Rev,  Dr.  Vaughn  - 


France,  Social,  Literary,  and 
Political. 

-  Pleasures  of  Memory,  dbc. 

-  Discourses,  dec 

-  Bridgewater  Treatise,  dbc. 

-  Encyclopedia  of  Gardening, 

dec 

-  Bridgewater  Treatiie,  dec 

-  Poems,  dec, 

-  Life  of  Captain  Hay  wood,  dee. 

-  Geology,  dec 

-  History  of  Stuarts,  dec. 
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Namet.  Works. 

Rev.  G.  Skinner. 

A.  Hayward,  Esq.  -  Translator  of  Faust,  dec. 

The  Key.  J.  H.  Gaunter    -  Romance  of  History,  India, 

Oriental  Annals. 
Robert  Southey  Esq.,  Poet 
Laureate  -  .  Thalaba,  dec. 

Memorial  of  a  number  of  eiiizens  of  the  United  Statee, 

praying  an  aUeratian  of  the  utw  regulating  copy* 

rights. 

FxBmuABT  4,  1887. 

Referred  to  a  select  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Clay,  Preston, 
Buchanan,  Webster,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  and  Buggies. 

7b  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress 
assembled  .- 
The  petition  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  respectfully  represents : 

That  they  believe  native  writers  to  be  as  indispensable  as 
a  native  militia ;  that,  although  foreign  writers  and  foreign 
writings  may  be  had  cheaper,  owing  to  the  present  law  of 
copyright,  our  people  must  look  for  the  defence  of  their 
habits,  their  opinions,  and  their  peculiar  institutions,  to 
those  who  belong  to  them  and  have  grown  up  with  them — 
to  their  own  authors,  as  to  their  own  soldiers,  whatever 
may  be  the  cost  in  dollars  and  cents. 

That,  by  the  pfresent  law  of  copyright,  our  own  authors 
•re  unable  to  contend  with  foreigners  who  are  paid  else- 
where : 

That,  by  a  change  of  the  present  law,  with  a  view  to 
the  libeial  encouragement  of  our  own  writers,  and  to  the  just 
and  reasonable  protection  of  others,  by  whose  labors  and  dis- 
ooveries  we  profit,  we  believe  that  our  people,  and  the  cause 
of  learning,  of  science,  and  of  literature,  throughout  the 
world,  would  be  benefited  : 

Wherefore  we  respectfully  pray  that  such  changes  may 
be  had  in  the  present  law  of  copyright,  as,  while  they  in- 
sure to  authors  a  safer  interest  in  their  property,  to  our 
own  writera  encouragement,  and  to  foreigners  a  reasonable 
protection,  the  public  may  be  secured  against  a  discour- 
aging monopoly,  the  commonwealth  of  literature  opened  to 
a  £ur  and  libexi&l  competition,  and  the  ground  laid  for  a  fu- 
ture international  law  of  copyright  between  the  Old  World 
and  the  New. 
And,  as  in  duty  bound,  we  shall  ever  pray,  &c. 
John  McVicker  L.  Taylor  D.  Clark 

John  Neal  M.  M.  Noah 

Greuville  Mellen  Samuel  Woodworth 

Henry  W.  Longfellow      Jo.  Seawell  Jones 
Cornelius  C.  Felton  Samuel  F.  B.  Morse 

Ruftts  Dawes  Saml.  Jenks  Smith 

Geo.  M.  Wharton  Benjamin  Matthias 

Robert  Morris  W.  A.  Duor 

Robert  M.  Bird    .  Jas.  Watson  Webb 

Willis  Gaylord  Clark         James  Brooks 
H.  Biddle  Charles  King 

George  P.  Morris  John  W.  Williams 

William  Dunlap  Charles  West  Thompson 

T.  K.  Wharton  Joseph  C.  Neal 

Richard  A.  Locke  Donald  Macleod. 

Ih  Ssjtate  or  the  Uwitm  Stjltbs, 

February  16,  1837. 
Mr.  Clay  made  the  following  report  .- 
The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of 
certain  British  and  the  petition  of  certain  American  au- 
thois  have,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration, and  beg  leave  now  to  report: 
That,  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  1 83 1,  being  the  law  now 
in  force  regulating  copyrighto,  the  benefite  of  the  act  are 
restricted  to  citizens  or  residents  of  the  United  States ;  so 


that  no  foreigner,  residing  abroad,  can  secuie  a  copyright 
in  the  United  Stetes,  for  any  work  of  which  he  is  the  an- 
thor,  however  importaint  or  valuable  it  may  be.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  address  and  petition,  therefore,  is  to  remove  this 
restriction  as  to  British  authon,  and  to  allow  them  to  en- 
joy the  benefits  of  our  law. 

That  authora  and  inventors  have,  according  to  the  prac- 
tice among  civilized  nations,  a  property  in  the  respective 
productions  of  their  genius,  is  incontesteUe ;  and  that  this 
property  should  be  protected  as  effectually  as  any  other 
property  is  by  law,  follows  as  a  legitimate  conaeqaenoe. 
Authon  and  inventon  are  among  the  greatest  benefectors  of 
mankind.  They  are  often  dependent,  ezdosively,  upon 
their  own  mental  labon  for  the  means  of  subsieteace;  and 
are  frequently,  from  the  nature  of  their  punuits,  or  the 
constitudons  of  their  minds,  incapable  of  applying  that 
provident  cm  to  worldly  affaire  which  other  ckases  o£  bo- 
ciety  are  in  the  habit  of  bestowing.  These  oonaiderBtione 
give  additional  strength  to  their  just  title  to  the  protection 
of  the  law. 

It  being  established  that  literary  property  is  entitled  to 
legal  protection,  it  resulto  that  this  protection  ought  to  be 
afibrded  wherever  the  property  is  situated.  A  British 
merchant  brings  or  transmite  to  the  United  Statea  a  bale 
of  merchandise,  and  the  moment  it  comes  within  the  juris- 
diction of  our  laws,  they  throw  around  it  effectual  security. 
But  if  the  work  of  a  British  author  is  brought  to  the  United 
Stetes,  it  may  be  appropriated  by  any  resident  here,  and 
republished,  without  any  compensation  whatever  being 
made  to  the  author.  We  should  be  all  shocked  if  the  law 
tolerated  the  least  invasion  of  the  righte  of  property,  in  the 
case  of  merchandise,  whilst  those  which  iusUy  belong  to 
the  works  of  authon  are  ezpooed  to  daily  violation^  without 
the  possibility  of  their  invoking  the  aid  of  the  laws. 

The  committee  think  that  this  distinction  in  theconditioQ 
of  the  two  descriptions  of  property  is  not  just ;  and  that  it 
ought  to  be  remedied  by  some  safe  and  cautious  amendment 
of  the  law.  Already  the  principle  has  been  adopted  in  the 
patent  laws,  of  extending  their  benefite  to  foreign  inven- 
tions or  improvemente.  It  is  but  carrying  out  the  same 
principle  to  extend  the  benefit  of  our  copyright  laws  to 
foreign  authora.  In  relation  to  the  subjeeto  of  Great  Brit- 
ian  and  France,  it  will  be  but  a  measure  of  reciprocal  jus- 
tice ;  for,  in  both  of  those  countries,  our  authon  may  enjoy 
that  protection  of  their  laws  for  Uteraxy  property  which  is 
denied  to  their  subjecte  here. 

Entertaining  these  views,  the  committee  have  been  anx- 
ious to  devise  some  measure  which,  without  too  great  a 
disturbance  of  interesta,  or  affecting  too  seriously  arrange- 
menta  which  have  grown  out  of  the  present  stete  of  things, 
may,  without  hazard,  be  subjected  to  the  test  of  practical 
experience.  Of  the  works  which  have  heretofore  issued 
from  the  foreign  press,  many  have  been  already  republished 
in  the  United  States ;  othera  are  in  a  progress  of  republica- 
tion, and  some  probably  have  been  stereotyped.  A  copy- 
right law  which  should  embrace  any  of  these  works  might 
injuriously  affect  American  publishers,  and  lead  to  collision 
and  litigation  between  them  and  foreign  authors. 

Acting,  then,  on  the  prtnciplea  of  prudence  and  caution, 
by  which  the  committee  have  thought  it  best  to  be  govern- 
ed, the  bill  which  the  conmiittee  intend  proposing  provides 
that  the  protection  which  it  secures  shall  extend  to  those 
works  only  which  shall  be  published  after  ite  passage.  It 
is  also  limited  to  the  subjecte  of  Great  Britain  and  France ; 
among  otlier  reasons,  because  the  committee  hare  inferma- 
tion  that,  by  their  laws,  American  authon  can  obtain  there 
protection  for  their  productions ;  but  they  have  no  in/brma- 
tion  that  such  is  the  case  in  any  other  foreign  country. 
But,  in  principle,  the  committee  perceive  no  objecrion  to 
considering  the  republic  of  letters  as  one  great  community, 
and  adopting  a  system  of  protection  for  litenry  property 
which  should  be  common  to  all  parte  of  it.     The  bill  also 


APPENDIX— r©  Gales  ^  ScatorCs  Regisler. 


249 


Amendment  of  the  Conetitution* 


[24th  CoFo.  2d  Seis. 


provides  that  an  American  edition  of  the  foragn  work  for 
which  an  American  copyright  has  been  obtained  shall  be 
published  within  reasonable  time. 

If  the  bill  should  pass,  its  operation  in  this  country  would 
be  to  leave  the  public,  without  any  charge  for  copyright, 
in  the  undisturbed  possession  of  all  scientific  and  literary 
works  published  prior  to  its  passage — in  other  words,  the 
great  mass  of  the  science  and  literature  of  the  world ;  and 
to  entitle  the  British  and  French  author  only  to  the  bene- 
6t  of  copyright  in  respect  to  works  which  may  be  publish- 
ed subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the  law. 

The  committee  cannot  anticipate  any  reasonable  or  just 
objection  to  a  measure  thus  guarded  and  restricted.  It  may, 
indeed,  be  contended,  and  it  is  possible,  that  the  new  work, 
when  charged  with  the  expense  indd^t  to  the  cop3rright, 
may  come  into  the  hands  of  the  purchaser  at  a  small  ad- 
vance beyond  what  would  be  its  price,  if  there  were  no  such 
charge ;  but  this  is  by  no  means  certain.  It  is,  on  the  con- 
trary, highly  probable  that,  when  the  American  publisher 
has  adequate  time  to  issue  carefully  an  edition  of  the  for- 
eign woik,  without  incurring  the  extraordinary  expense 
which  he  now  has  to  sustain  to  make  a  hurried  publication 
of  it,  and  to  guard  himself  against  dangerous  competition, 
he  will  be  able  to  bring  it  into  the  mai^et  as  cheaply  as  if 
the  bill  were  not  to  pass.  But  if  that  should  not  prove  to 
be  the  case,  and  if  the  American  reader  should  have  to  pay 
a  few  cents  to  compensate  the  author  for  composing  a 
work  by  which  he  is  instructed  and  profited,  would  it  not 
be  just  in  itself?  Has  any  reader  a  right  to  the  use,  with- 
out remuneration,  of  intellectual  productions  which  have 
not  yet  been  brought  into  existence,  but  lie  buried  in  the 
mind  of  genius  ?  The  committee  think  not ;  and  they  be- 
lieve that  no  American  citizen  would  not  feel  it  quite  as  un- 
just, in  reference  to  future  publications^  to  appropriate  to 
himself  their  use,  without  any  consideratton  being  paid  to 
their  foreign  proprietors,  as  he  would  to  take  the  bale  of 
merchandise,  in  the  case  stated,  vrithout  paying  for  it; 
and  he  would  the  more  readily  make  this  trifling  contri- 
bution, when  it  secured  to  him,  instead  of  the  imperfect  and 
slovenly  book  now  often  issued,  a  neat  and  valuable  work, 
worthy  of  preservation. 

With  respect  to  the  constitutional  power  to  pass  the  pro- 
posed bill,  the  committee  entertain  no  doubt,  and  Congress, 
OS  before  stated,  has  acted  on  it  The  constitution  autho- 
rizes  Congress  *<  to  promote  the  progress  of  science  and 
useful  arts,  by  securing,  for  limited  times,  to  authors  and 
inventors,  the  exidusive  right  to  their  respective  writings 
and  discoveries."  There  is  no  limitation  of  the  power  to 
natives  or  residents  of  this  country.  Such  a  limitation 
would  have  been  hostile  to  the  oti^  of  the  power  grant- 
ed. That  object  was  to  promote  the  progress  of  science 
and  useful  arts.  They  belong  to  no  particular  country, 
but  to  mankind  generally.  And  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
the  stimulus  which  it  was  intended  to  give  to  mind  and  geni- 
us—in other  words,  the  promotion  of  Uie  progress  of  science 
and  the  arts— will  be  increased  by  the  motives  which  the 
bill  offers  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  and  France. 

The  committee  conclude  by  asking  leave  to  introduce 
the  bill  which  accompanies  this  report. 


AMENDMENT    OF    THE    CONSTITUTION    OP 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 

House  of  Reprbsxktjltivsb, 

February  %^,  1837. 
Mr,  Dromgoole,  from  the  select  committee  to  toMeh  the 
eubfeet  had  been  referred,  made  ihefoliowing  report  : 
The  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of 
the  President's  message  as  relates  to  amending  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  together  with  all  propositions 
and  resolutions,  submitted  at  tibe  last  and  present  sessions 
Vol.  XIIL—G^^- 


of  Congress,  proposing  amendments  to  the  constitution, 
having  heretofore  been  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  all  propositions  and  resolutions  in  referenee  to  an  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution  on  the  subject  of  the  election  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  have,  according  to  order, 
had  under  consideration  the  only  romaining  proposition, 
and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

Thepropoation  which  the  committee  have  had  under  con- 
sideration was  submitted  at  the  previous  session  of  this  Con« 
gress,  to  wit:  on  February  13th,  1836,  and  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing form  and  words : 

*<Mr.  Underwood  submitted  the  following  joint  resolu- 
tion to  amend  the  constitutien  of  the  United  States : 

**Reaohed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeeniativea 
of  the  United  Staiee  of  America  in  Congreaa  aaeembled. 
That  the  follovring  amendments  to  the  constitution  thereof 
be  proposed  and  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States,  for  their  ratification,  to  wit : 

<'  Amend  the  seventh  section  of  the  first  article,  by  stri- 
king out  the  words  *two  thirds  o/,'  wherever  they  occur, 
and  insert  the  words  *  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elect' 
edto,* 

<<  Amend  the  second  section  of  the  second  article,  by  in- 
serting after  the  words  *  and  which  shall  be  estabUsh&i  by 
law,*  in  the  second  paragraph  of  that  section,  the  follow- 
ing  words:  *  except  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
such  officers  whose  principetl  duties  consist  in  coUeeting, 
-or  in  receiving,  or  in  dieoursing,  or  in  keeping  accounts 
concerning,  Me  revenue  of  the  United  States,  or  any  part 
thereof,* 

*'  Under  the  general  head  of  amendments,  add  the  fol- 
lowing articles,  to  wit : 

««ABTicLKXra. 

*<  §  1.  A  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be  annually, 
or  ofiener,  if  needful,  appointed  by  the  joint  vote  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  each  Senator  and 
Representative  having  one  vote. 

<<  §  2.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  nominate, 
and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
shall  appoint,  all  officers  whose  principal  duties  consist 
either  in  collecting,  or  in  receiving,  or  in  disbursing,  or  in 
keeping  accounts  concerning,  the  revenue,  or  any  part 
thereof.  But  Congress  may,  by  law,  vest  the  appointment 
of  such  inferior  officers,  whose  duties  pertain  to  the  collec- 
tion, receipt,  or  disbursement,  of  the  revenue,  or  any  part 
of  it,  as  shall  be  deemed  proper,  in  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  alone. 

*<  §  3.  In  case  of  the  death,  removal,  resignation,  or 
disability,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  designate  some  officer  of  the 
Treasury  Department  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  until  a  successor  shall  have  been  duly 
elected,  or  until  the  disability  is  removed. 

"§  4.  In  case  of  the  death,  removal,  resignation,  or  dis- 
ability, of  any  inferior  officer  connected  with  the  Treasury 
Department,  m  the  collection,  or  receipt,  or  disbursement 
of,  or  in  keeping  accounto  concerning,  the  revenue,  or  any 
part  of  it,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  have  power  to  fill  the  vacancy  by  grant- 
ing commissions,  which  shall  expire  at  the  next  ensuing 
session  of  Congress,  unless  the  appointment  to  the  vacant 
ofiice  had  been  exclusively  conferred  on  him  by  law. 
"AbticlbXIV. 

**  The  tenure  of  all  ofiices,  except  such  as  are  specially 
provided  for  in  the  constitution,  and  the  mode  of  removal 
firom  ofiice,  shall  be.  regulated  by  Congress. 
"AuticliXV. 

*<  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  not  be  eligible  to 
any  ofiSce  on  the  nomination  of  the  President,  or  on  the 
nomination  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  during  the 
time  for  which  they  were  respectfully  elected  to  serve  in 
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the  Congreag  of  the  United  States,  and  for  two  yean  next 
ensain^  the  expimtion  thereof. 

"  ^solved.  That  whenever  three  fourthi  of  the  I^egisla- 
tures  of  the  several  States  shall  ratify  the  foregoing  propo« 
sed  amendments,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  the  same, 
as  thus  ratified,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
as  a  part  of  the  constitution." 

Your  committee  deem  it  proper  to  quote  fuUy  the  seventh 
section  of  the  first  artide  of  the  constitution,  in  order  that 
the  amendment  proposed  thereto  may  be  correctly  under- 
stood. 

«•  Abticix  I. 

<<6scTioir  7th.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  origi- 
natf  in  the  House  of  RepresenUtives,  but  the  Senate  may 
propose  or  concur  with  amendments,  as  on  other  bills. 

'*  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  House  of  Rep- 
uesentatives  and  the  Senate,  shall,  before  it  become  a  law, 
be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States ;  if  he 
approve,  he  shall  sign  it ;  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it, 
with  his  objections,  to  that  House  in  which  it  shall  have 
originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  on  their 
journal,  and  proceetl  to  reconsider  it.  If,  after  such  recon- 
sideraliQn,  two  thirds  of  the  House  shall  agree  to  pass 
the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with  the  objections,  to 
the  other  House,  by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsider- 
ed, and,  if  approved  by  two  thirds  of  that  House,  it  shall 
become  a  law.  But,  in  all  such  cases,  the  votes  of  both 
Houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
names  of  the  persons  voting  for  and  against  Uie  bill  shall 
be  entered  on  the  journal  of  each  House,  respectively.  If 
any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  President  within  ten 
days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented 
to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law,  in  like  manner  as  if  he 
had  signed  it,  unless  the  Congress,  by  their  adjournment) 
prevent  its  return,  in  which  case  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 

« Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  may  be 
necessary,  (except  on  a  question  of  adjournment,)  shall  be 
presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and,  be- 
fore the  same  shall  take  effect,  shall  be  approved  by  him, 
or,  being  disapproved  by  him,  shall  be  repassed  by  two 
thirds  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  the  case  of  a  bill. " 

A  single  glanoe  will  readily  discover  that  the  amendment 
seeks  a  modification  of  what  is  commonly  denominated  the 
veto  power.  It  proposes  (whenever  a  bill  or  resolution 
shall  have  been  returned  by  the  President  with  his  objec- 
tions) that,  instead  of  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of 
each  House,  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  all  the  mem- 
bers elected  to  each  House  shall  be  necessary  to  repass  it. 

The  fifth  section  of  the  first  article  provides  that  a  **  ma- 
jority of  each  House  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  busi- 
ness." 

In  one  state  of  things  the  amendment  might  require  a 
smaller  number,  and  in  another  state  of  things  a  greater 
number,  to  overrule  the  negative,  than  is  at  present  re- 
quired. These  positions  will  be  rendered  perfectly  plain 
by  illustration.  The  whole  number  of  members  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  is  242  ;  of  which,  122  is  a  ma- 
jority and  a  constitutional  quorum.  Suppose  a  bare  quo- 
rum to  be  present,  and  a  bare  majority  (62)  shall  pass  a 
bill,  which  bill  is  disapproved  by  the  President,  and  return- 
ed with  his  objections:  in  this  condition  of  things,  the 
amendment  would  require  the  unanimous  vole  of  the 
House  to  repass  it,  which  would  be  an  addition  of  60  to 
the  original  vote,  and  40  more  than  the  constitution  would 
now  require ;  because  82,  being  two  thirds,  would  be  sufH- 
cient — an  addition  of  twenty  to  the  original  vote.  At 
present,  82  to  40  would  suatain  the  bill  against  the  Presi- 
dent ;  but,  under  the  amendment,  as  it  would  require  the 
whole  quorum,  122,  it  might  happen  that  a  single  member 
could  uphold  the  presidential  veto  against  121. 


But  suppose  that  the  whole  number  elected,  842,  be 
present ;  then  the  affirmative  vote  of  122  b  neceasaty  to 
the  passage  of  a  bill.  In  this  supposed  case,  a  returned 
liHl  would  require  the  vote  of  162  to  repass  it  under  the 
existing  constitutional  provision ;  whilst,  under  the  propo- 
sed alteration,  the  same  122  might  still  give  it  efiTect,  in  de- 
fiance  of  the  teto.  The  negative  of  the  President,  then, 
would  be  only  equivalent  to  a  motion  to  reconuder,  and 
40  members  less  would  be  required,  in  the  affirmative,  than 
are  required  by  the  present  arrangement  of  the  constitution. 

In  the  first  supposed  case,  the  veto  is  too  powerful,  be- 
cause it  can  only  be  overruled  by  a  unanimous  vote.  In 
the  last  case,  it 'may  have  no  final  effect  in  arresting  the 
acts  of  the  Legislature,  because  the  same  number  of  mem- 
bers, and  the  same  majority;  may  act  as  eflectivdy  after 
the  return  of  the  bill,  as  they  did  on  its  original  passage. 

From  the  exhibited  results,  in  the  two  extreme  eaees 
supposed,  it  becomes  apparent,  that  as  you  ssoend  from  a 
bare  quorum  to  a  greater  number,  and  as  you  descend  from 
the  whole  number  to  a  smaller  one,  the  difference  In  the 
operation  of  the  existing  provision  and  the  proposed  altera- 
tion gradually  diminishes.  In  other  words,  the  present 
qualification  of  the  negative,  and  the  desired  substitute, 
gradually  approximate  from  the  two  extreme  points,  until 
they  me<»t  on  exactly  middle  ground,  sepsrated  by  no  in- 
tervening space,  and  without  any  difference  in  the  resoh 
of  their  agency  to  force  them  into  comparison  and  eollis- 
ion.  For  example,  take  the  mean  number,  which  is  182. 
In  case  of  a  returned  bill,  the  contemplated  change  would 
still  require  122,  being  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elect- 
ed, to  concur  in  its  re-enactment;  and  the  constitatioQ 
would  also  require  122,  being  two  thirds  of  a  House  con- 
sisting of  182.  Let  it  also  be  observed,  that  if  a  bill 
should  pass  by  the  vote  of  a  bare  majority,  92,  and  be  leturaed 
by  the  President,  under  either  plan  an  additional  vote  of 
30  would  be  necessary  to  repass  it.  If  it  be  more  fair  and 
reasonable  to  test  the  merits  of  this  measure  bj  arguments 
based  upon  the  mean,  rather  than  upon  either  extreme, 
then  the  conclusion  is  attained  that  the  substitution  of 
"majority,"  as  proposed,  for  "two  thirds^"  is,  for  all 
practical  purposes,  no  amendment  or  alteration  at  all ;  and, 
therefore,  its  adoption  ought  not  to  be  urged  even  by  a 
mere  desire  that  those  may  be  gratified  who  are  "ever  stu- 
dious of  change,  and  fond  of  novelty." 

Your  committee  do  not  know  the  fact,  nor  have  they  had 
an  opportunity  of  examining  the  journal  for  its  ascertain- 
ment ;  but  they  will,  nevertheleas,  hssard  the  coDjectnre, 
that  the  mean  between  the  whole  number  and  a  bare  major- 
ity of  the  whole  will  be  found  to  be  a  fiur  specimen  of  the 
average  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. It  does  not  come  within  the  recollection  of  the 
committee  to  have  seen  it  stated  that  this  estimate  of  aver- 
age attendance  constituted  the  basis  upon  which  the  con- 
currence of  two  thirds  of  the  House  waa  made  to  rest,  in 
cases  where  the  President,  disapproving,  refuses  to  sign. 
It  may,  however,  well  be  supposed  to  have  occurred  to  the 
wise  and  calculating  framers  of  the  constitution,  and  to 
have  had  some  agency  in  fixing  the  requirement  of  two 
thirds.  In  ordinary  cases,  two  thirds  of  those  in  actual  at- 
tendance will  very  nearly  approximate  to  the  majority  of 
the  whole  number  elected. 

The  7th  section  of  the  Ist  article  preserves  a  uniform  ra- 
tio, in  case  of  veto,  between  the  powers  of  the  President 
and  the  Congress,  in  every  variety  of  a  quorum,  from  a 
bare  majority  to  tlie  entire  number;  whilst  the  desired 
change  destroys  this  uniformity.  The  constitution,  sus- 
tained in  this  particular  by  all  experience,  has  conceded 
that  legislation  may  safely  proceed  in  the  absence  of  some 
of  the  members  of  the  legislative  body.  It  has  not  been 
held  to  be  indispensable — indeed,  it  may  be  considered  ut- 
terly hopeless  and  impracticable— to  secure  their  unani- 
mous attendance.     The  constitution,  pursuing  an  uner- 
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ring  guide — the  wiadom  of  experieDce — hsM  ordained  and 
established  that  a  majority  of  Uie  Tvhole  number  is  both  a 
safe  and  practicable  quorum.  It  is  a  fixed  principle  of  the 
constitution,  that  the  whole  number  of  each  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  or  a  majority  thereof,  is  competent  to  transact 
business;  and,  beth  being  equally  cumpetent,  the  same 
rale  is  impartially  applied  to  both ;  and  in  case  of  the  veto, 
two  thirds  are  invariably  required  to  pass  the  bill  or  resolu- 
tion. 

The  amendment  leaves  unassailed  the  principle  that  the 
whole  number,  or  a  bare  majority,  are  equally  competent  to 
legislate,  and  yet  gives  a  different  rule  or  measure  of  power 
in  reference  to  the  President's  negative.  With  a  bare  ma- 
jority, the  unanimous  concurrence  of  a  competent  body  is  re- 
quired ;  whikt,  with  the  whole  number  present,  a  bare  ma- 
jority is  deemed  sufficient — ^the  very  smallest  number  which 
could  originally  adopt  any  measure.  This  inequality  of 
operation  is,  of  itself,  an  insurmountable  objection  to  the 
contemplated  plan.  The  uniform  and  just  provision  of  the 
7th  section  of  the  1st  article  highly  recommends  its  unalter- 
ed preservation. 

The  committee  might  here  conclude  this  part  of  the  mat- 
ter under  review,  being  well  satisfied  that  Uiey  have  clear- 
ly demonstrated  the  superiority  of  the  existing  arrangement 
over  the  modification  contained  in  the  amendment.  But 
as,  peradventure,  there  may  be  some  lurking  hostility  to 
the  very  existence  of  the  "  veto,"  your  committee  will  in- 
dulge in  a  brief  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  its  introduc' 
tion  into  the  constitution. 

The  wise  framers  of  our  constitution,  discarding  the  ap- 
prehension <<  that  a  vigorous  Executive  is  inconsistent  with 
the  genius  of  a  republican  Government,"  proceeded  upon 
the  idea  that  <<  energy  in  the  Executive  is  a  leading  char- 
acter in  the  definition  of  good  government  ;'*  preserving, 
however,  in  the  organization  of  this  department,  «  a  due 
dependence  on  the  people ;  a  due  responsibility."  Requi- 
site energy  can  only  be  imparted  to  the  Executive  by  the 
bestowal  of  « competent  powers."  Among  the  «  compe- 
tent powers,"  the  same  wise  and  virtuous  statesmen  thought 
it  necessary  to  include  « the  qualified  negative  of  the  Pres- 
ident upon  the  acts  or  resolutions  of  the  two  Houses  of  the 
Legislature ;  or,  in  other  words,  his  power  of  returning  all 
bills,  with  objections,  which  will  have  the  effect  of  preventing 
their  becoming  laws,  unless  the;  should  afterwards  be  ratified 
by  two  thirds  of  each  of  the  component  members  of  the  legis- 
lative body."  The  qualified  negative  thus  bestowed  on  the 
President,  with  a  single  exception — the  question  of  ad- 
journments-may be  applied,  according  to  lus  own  sense  of 
the  propriety  or  necessity  of  the  case,  without  restraint  or 
discrimination,  to  any  act  or  resolution  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress.  There  was  a  two-fold  object  in  granting  this 
power.  In  the  first  place,  it  was  designed  as  a  means  of 
self-defence  to  the  Executive,  to  enable  the  President  to 
counteract  such  proceedings  of  the  legislative  branch  as 
tend  to  absorb  the  proper  powers  or  infringe  the  just  rights 
of  the  Executive.  In  the  second  place,  it  was  intended  to 
afford  to  the  people  themselves,  through  the  instrumentali- 
ty of  a  President  of  their  own  free  choice,  and  possessing 
their  confidence,  <<  an  additional  security  against  the  enac- 
tion of  improper  laws." 

Your  committee  will  not  dwell  on  the  tendency  of  the 
legislative  body  occasionally,  especially  in  a  free  represent- 
ative Government,  to  absorb  the  powers  of  the  other  depart- 
mmts ;  nor  will  they  detain  the  House  by  a  reference  to 
the  previous  history  of  State  and  Federal  legislation,  to 
prove  that  sometimes  a  majority  of  the  legislative  body  may 
happen  to  act  under  the  influence  of  factious  feelings,  of 
an  ill-advised  precipitancy,  or  some  hasty  impulse  unfriend- 
ly to  the  public  good.  Your  committee  are  contented  to 
dlnde  to  facts  attested  by  all  experience,  and  which  no 
man  of  candor  will  deny.  It  is  not  a  disturbed  and  fever- 
ish imagin«tion  which  supposes,  it  is  the  recorded  evi- 


dence of  American  experiments  in  the  science  of  govern- 
ment which  establishes,  that  there  are  evils  inherent  in, 
and  inseparable  from,  a  legislative  body  composed  of  repre- 
sentatives freely  chosen  by  the  great  mass  of  the  people. 

For  these  evils  a  remedy  was  sought  in  the  creation  of  a 
counterpoise.  The  creation  of  a  counterpoise  was  evident- 
ly the  result  of  that  wise  patriotism  which  designs  to  call 
philosophy  to  its  aid.  The  sagacity  to  i>erceive  imperfe&- 
tions,  vrithout  the  philosophical  prudence  to  provide  the 
antidote,  might,  in  a  moment  of  hasty  despair,  induce  the 
abandonment  of  the  whole  system  of  representative  govern- 
ment ;  because  the  finite  intellect  of  man  was  insufficient 
to  maiie  it  perfect,  or  secure  it  at  all  times  from  the  influ- 
ence of  the  passions,  the  prejudices,  and  wickedness,  of 
those  who  might  be  intrusted  with  its  administration. 

It  is  considered  undeniable  that  the  plan  of  representa- 
tive government— of  conferring  the  law-making  power  up- 
on delegates  freely  and  fairiy  elected — is  not  only  benefi- 
cial, but  absolutely  necessary,  to  the  advancement  of  hu- 
man happiness  to  the  greatest  attainable  degree.  It  must 
be  conceded,  however,  that  this  plan  must  unavoidably  par- 
take, in  some  degree,  of  the  imperfections  of  human  na- 
ture— must  inevitably,  at  Ume^  be  exposed  to  partial  or 
temporary  evils.  The  maturest  wisdom  plainly  dictates 
that  it  is  far  better  to  temper,  to  modify,  to  ameliorate,  to 
counteract,  these  partial  and  temporary  tendencies  to  evil, 
than  to  avoid  their  occurrence  by  a  total  abandonment  of 
the  system. 

Has  the  institution  of  the  qualified  negative  afforded  the 
remedy  for  those  occasional  and  temporary,  but  inherent, 
evils  of  a  representative  legislative  body  to  which  your  com- 
mittee have  alluded  1  Or  has  iu  application,  taking  into 
view  the  whole  period  of  the  existence  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, produced  opposite  evils,  more  durable  and  of 
greater  magnitude?  Has  the  exercise  of  this  power,  since 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  been  arbitruy,  ca- 
pricious, and  altogether  too  frequent  1  Or  has  this  power, 
upon  the  whole,  been  exerted  to  defend  the  people  and  the 
States  against  the  bad  effects  of  a  legislative  usurpation  of 
powers  belonging  to  other  departments,  as  also  against 
hasty,  improvident,  and  unconstitutional  enactments  1 
The  answer,  to  these  interrogatories  will  furnish  a  satisfte- 
tory  solution  of  the  problem,  whether  the  principle  of  a 
qualified  negative  has  been  wisely  and  safely  introduced 
into  our  federal  system. 

During  the  term  of  the  present  incumbent,  this  power 
has  been  exerted  on  several  occasions  of  great  moment ; 
and  your  committee  cannot  doubt  but  that  this  circumstance 
has  suggested,  to  those  disapproving  the  conduct  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive in  those  instances,  the  proposed  modification.  It 
would  be  an  improper  consumption  of  lime,  and  would  ex- 
tend  this  report  to  an  unreasonable  length,  to  engage  in  a 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  these  several  applications  of  the 
<  *  veto. "  They  were  subjects  of  protracted,  animated,  and 
able  debate,  before  the  common  constituents  of  the  Legisla- 
ture  and  Executive.  The  multiplied  developments  of  pub-  - 
lie  sentiment  cannot  have  failed  to  produce  the  conviction, 
on  the  mind  of  every  candid  and  attentive  observer  of  pass- 
ing events,  that,  in  all  the  various  confiicts  in  relation  to- 
the  <<  veto,"  the  President  has  been  fully  sustained  by  the 
people,  and  by  a  majority  of  the  States  composing  this  con- 
federacy. 

Your  committee,  taking  a  cursory  view  of  this  portion 
of  the  history  of  the  Federal  Government,  do  not  find  any 
instance  which  they  are  prepared  to  condemn  as  a  wanton 
or  tyrannical  display  of  this  executive  shield.  They  do  not 
believe  that  its  protection  has  been  sought  capriciously,  or 
with  too  much  frequency.  Judging,  therefore,  from  ante- 
rior occurrences,  and  looking  to  the  future  with  an  un- 
jaundiced  eye,  no  ground  can  be  discovered  upon  which  to 
rest  the  smallest  apprehension  of  subsequent  obstruction  to 
wise  kgislation,  or  of  a  violation  or  suppression  of  the  con. 
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BtituttoBa]  rights  of  Gongreas.  Whilst  it  is  true  that  *<  there 
are  men  who,  under  any  circumstances,  will  have  the 
courage  to  do  their  duty  at  every  hazard,"  yet  <*tbe  supe- 
rior weight  and  influence  of  the  legislative  body,  in  a  free 
Government,  and  the  hazard  to  the  Executive  in  a  trial  of 
strength  with  that  body,  afford  a  satisfactory  security  that 
the  negative  would  generally  be  employed  with  great  cau- 
tion ;  and  that,  in  its  exercise,  there  would  oftener  be  room 
for  a  charge  of  timidity  than  of  rashness."  From  a  careful 
examination  of  the  arguments  adduced,  both  in  favor  of  the 
qualified  negative  and  in  opposition  to  it,  your  committee 
have  drawn  the  conclusion  that  it  is  a  wise,  prudent,  and 
salutary  provision ;  and  that  the  constitution,  in  this  partic- 
ular, should  be  permitted  to  rest  undisturbed. 

The  next  branch  of  the  proposed  amendment,  in  the  es- 
timation of  your  committee,  aims  a  still  more  fatal  blow  at 
the  independence  and  integrity  of  the  Executive.  The 
committee  have  most  carefully  examined  it ;  they  have  be- 
stowed on  it  that  deliberate  reflection  which  its  importance 
and  its  novelty  seemed  to  demand.  In  the  language  of 
the  constitution,  «the  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  of  America."  Congress  may, 
and  it  is  their  duty  to,  enact  any  law  which  may  be  both 
necessary  and  proper,  for  carrying  into  execution  the  pow- 
er vested  in  the  President  The  constitution  authorizes 
the  President  to  require  the  opinion,  in  writing,  of  the 
principal  officer  in  each  of  the  executive  departments,  upon 
any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 
The  constitution,  therefore,  expressly  authorizes  <<  ex- 
ecutive departments,"  and  a  «  principal  officer"  in  each  ; 
which  "principal  oflicers"  are  els^here  denominated 
*< heads  of  departments."  These  "executive  depart- 
ments," with  their  principal  and  inferior  officers,  were  in- 
tended as  auxiliaries  to  the  President;  to  enable  him,  by 
a  proper  use  of  their  labor  and  services,  efficiently  to  exer- 
cise his  powers,  and  (igiithfully  to  fulfil  his  duties.  It  could 
not  have  been  intended  to  vest  in  them,  either  separately 
or  aggregately,  any  part  of  the  executive  power ;  for  this, 
as  we  have  seen,  « is  vested  in  a  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America." 

Congress  may,  as  they  have  done,  very  properly  pass 
laws  to  establish  and  organize  the  contemplated  executive 
departments ;  but  may  not,  without  a  palpable  violation  of 
the  constitution,  impart  to  any  one,  or  to  all,  any  portion 
of  executive  power.  The  framers  of  the  constitution,  by 
vesting  the  executive  power  solely  in  the  President,  have 
rejected  the  doctrine  of  the  plurality,  and  have  established 
chat  of  the  unity,  of  the  Executive.  Among  the  powers  of 
the  Executive,  as  settled  at  the  very  outset  of  the  Oovem- 
tnent,  is  the  appointment  and  removal  of  officers.  The 
power  ef  appointment  is  qualified  ;  for  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
President  to  nominate,  and  then  to  appoint,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  So  the  treaty-ma- 
jLing  power  belongs  to  the  President ;  but,  in  its  exercise, 
H  is  his  duty  to  consult  the  Senate.  There  are  instances 
in  which  the  Executive  is  bound  to  consult  one  branch  of 
the  legislative  body  ;  and  the  refusal  of  their  advice  and 
consent  prevents  the  performance  of  the  intended  act 
They  are  not  instances  of  a  division  of  executive  power,  or 
of  its  joint  exercise  by  the  President  and  Senate.  The 
want  of  advice  and  consent  restrains  and  arrests  the  pro- 
posed action  of  the  Executive ;  but  restraint  or  check  upon 
a  given  power  is  surely  not  a  participation  in  its  exercise. 
The  qufdified  negative  of  the  President  is  a  check  upon  le- 
gislative power ;  but  certainly  the  President  is  no  part  of 
tike  law-making  power,  which  is  vested  in  «a  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives."  These  distinctions  are  not 
nice  metaphysical  subtleties  ;  they  are  plain  and  obvious, 
and  are  neeessary  to  the  preservation  of  the  great  principle 
laid  down,  in  effect,  in  ^e  constitution :  that  the  Legisla- 
tive and  Executive  shall  be  kept  separate  and  distinct,  sa 


tiiat  neither  exercise  the  powers  properly  belonging  to  the 
other. 

Article  1st,  section  1st,  of  the  constitution,  declares  '<a]l 
legislative  power,  herein  granted,  shall  be  vested  in  a  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives." 

Article  2d,  section  1st,  dedi^res  ''the  executive  power 
shall  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica." These  two  sections,  placed  in  juxtapoaition,  and 
viewed  in  contrast,  fuUy  show  that  a  complete  separation 
of  the  legislative  and  executive  powers  was  designed.  Each 
part  of  the  constitution  shouU  be  so  construed  as  to  give 
eflfoct  to  the  whole ;  and  no  construction  should  be  counte- 
nanced, if  it  can  be  possibly  avoided,  which  does  violence 
to  one  of  the  great  fundamental  principles  which  the  best 
writers  on  government  consider,  and  have  demonstrated  to 
be,  essential  to  a  wise  administration  of  delegated  power  ; 
and,  indeed,  to  the  security  of  civil  liberty.  The  power  of 
removal  from  office,  however,  is  unqualified :  it  may  be  ex- 
erted without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  The 
Treasury  Department,  as  established  and  organized  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Government,  was  considered  to  be 
one  of  the  «  executive  departments"  mentioned  in  the  con- 
stitution, and  has  been  so  regarded  ever  since.  If  it  be 
not  an  executive  department,  it  is  not  known  to  or  autiio- 
rized  by  the  constitution.  It  will  not  be  pretended  that  it 
is  a  legislative  or  judicial  department ;  if,  therefore,  it  be 
not  « executive,"  it  is  a  nondescript,  an  exotic,  and  not 
of  indigenous  growth  upon  the  soil  of  the  coDstitution. 
From  the  foregroing  views,  your  committee  are  justified  in 
asserting,  that  there  is  unity  in  the  Executive,  and  no  di- 
vision of  its  power ;  that  tiie  Treasury  Department  is  an 
executive  department ;  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry 
is  consequently  an  executive  officer,  appointed  liy  tlie 
President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate ;  and  removable  by  the  President,  without  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate.  These  are  the  settled  prind- 
ples  of  the  constitution,  with  which  the  practice  of  the 
Government  has  conformed  from  its  establishment  to  the 
present  time. 

It  is  now  proposed,  by  an  amendment,  or  rather  by  an 
alteration  of  the  constitution,  to  change  the  present  mode 
of  appointing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  that  of  an 
annual  election  by  joint  vote  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress ; 
and,  also,  to  divest  the  President  of  that  part  of  the  execu- 
tive power  which  may  be  exerted  in  relation  to  revenue 
laws  and  revenue  officers,  and  to  vest  the  same  in  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  It  is  a  proposition,  then,  to  divule 
the  executive  power  between  the  President  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  The  idea  of  dividing  executive 
power— of  giving  one  portion  separately  and  independently 
to  one  officer,  and  another  portion  separately  and  independ- 
ently to  another  officer — ^is  believed  to  be  purely  novel. 
The  examination  which  your  committee  have  had  time  to 
make  has  not  enabled  them  to  learn  that  this  principle  has 
ever  been  introduced  into  the  Government  of  any  ciyilised 
nation.  Whilst,  therefore,  it  surely  comes  to  us  with  all 
the  attractions  which  novelty  may  give  it,  yet  it  oannot 
claim  any  veneration  or  respect  from  its  antiquity,  or  pre- 
tend that  its  utility  and  wisdom  have  been  tested  by  expe- 
rience. About  &e  time  of  the  formation  of  the  conatjtu- 
tions  of  the  old  States,  and  of  the  adoption  of  the  present 
federal  constitution,  there  was  some  division  of  opinion, 
and  much  discussion,  as  to  the  merits  of  a  single  and  plural 
Executive.  An  eminent  writer  has  remarked  that  **  unity 
may  be  destroyed  in  two  ways-^either  by  vesting  the  pow- 
er in  two  or  more  magistrates  of  equal  dignity  and  authori- 
ty, or  by  vesting  it  ostensibly  in  one  man ;  subject,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  to  the  control  and  co-operation  of  others,  in  the 
capacity  of  counsellors  to  him.  Of  the  first,  the  two  Con- 
suls of  Rome  may  serve  as  an  example ;  of  tiie  last,  we  shall 
find  examples  in  the  constitutions  of  several  of  the  States." 
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In  both  the  modes  designated,  the  unity  of  the  Executive 
may  be  destroyed,  but  in  neither  instance  is  there  a  par- 
tition of  executive  power*  A  superficial  reference  to  Ro- 
man history,  in  the  time  of  the  Consuls,  might  induce  the 
belief  that  the  executive  power  was  divided ;  it  is,  how- 
ever, not  so.  The  Consuls  were  executive  officers,  with 
joint  and  equal  power ;  but  either,  in  the  absence  of  the 
other,  might  exercise  the  executive  power  singly.  Hence, 
by  consent,  they  often  divided  the  Government  One 
governed  Rome  and  its  environs,  the  other  governed 
one  or  more  of  the  provinces;  yet  the  executive  power 
was  not  divided,  for  each,  within  his  limits,  exercised 
the  whole  executive  power.  Your  committee  repeat  that 
they  can  find  no  precedent  in  ancient  or  modem  times. 
Unable,  therefore,  to  derive  any  advantage  from  historical 
research  on  this  subject,  they  can  only  consult  the  dictates 
of  common  sense  and  sober  judgment  Your  committee 
are  of  opinion  that,  in  relation  to  the  Federal  Government 
particularly,  every  argument  which  may  be  urged  against  a 
plurality  in  the  Executive  applies  with  equal  if  not  greater 
force  against  a  disjointed  Executive.  No  one  of  ordinary 
intelligence  and  candor  can  doubt  the  necessity  of  vigor 
and  energy  in  the  Executive.  No  one  will  question  the 
great  philosophical  truth,  that  concentration  promotes 
strength,  and  that  diffusion  or  division  impairs.  Hence, 
if  the  executive  power  be  difiused  among  a  plurality,  or  di- 
vided among  several,  we  must  necessarily  have  a  weak  and 
inefficient  Executive.  And  it  has  with  strict  propriety  been 
remarked  "  that  a  feeble  Executive  implies  a  feeble  execu- 
tion of  the  Government;  a  feeble  execution  is  but  another 
phrase  for  a  bad  execution ;  and  a  Government  ill  executed, 
whatever  it  may  be  in  theory,  must  be,  in  practice,  a  bad 
Government*'  Should  this  portion  of  executive  power  be 
taken  from  the  President,  and  conferred  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury — should  the  President  be  deprived  of  all  com- 
munion with,  and  control  over,  **  all  officers  whose  princi- 
pal duties  consist  either  in  collecting,  or  receiving,  or  in  dis- 
bursing, or  in  keeping  accounts  concerning,  the  revenue,  or 
any  part  thereof,"  how  could  he,  in  such  a  condition  of 
things,  with  regard  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  United 
States,  '<  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  Congress  information 
of  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their  considera- 
tion such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expe- 
dient V*  How  could  he  *<  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faith- 
fully  executed  ?*'  In  the  practical  administration  of  the 
Government,  therefore,  this  proposed  division  of  power 
would  seem  likely  to  produce  the  most  pernicious  effect 
Only  extend  this  principle  of  a  division  of  executive  pow- 
er ;  apply  it  to  each  of  the  other  d^artments ;  confide  to  the 
head  of  each  department  the  entire  control  over  the  business 
allotted  to  it,  independent  o^  and  unconnected  with,  the 
President ;  almost  the  whole  mass  of  executive  power  will 
then  have  been  parcelled  out  to  ofiicerB  not  chosen  by  the 
people,  but  the  dependants  of  Congress ;  and  thus  the  Pres- 
ident will  be  rendered  comparatively  powerless  and  ineffi- 
cient ;  confusion  of  businesB,  distraction  of  councils,  imbe- 
cility of  administration,  will  be  the  natural  and  deplorable 
effecta  of  division.  The  simplicity  of  our  system  will  be 
lost  in  a  variety  and  conq>Ucation,  incomprehensible  to  the 
plain  sense  of  ordinary  men.  If  your  committee  have  soc- 
ceeded,  as  they  trust  they  have,  in  showing  that  the  pro- 
posed division  of  executive  power  ought  not  to  be  incor- 
porated into  the  constitution,  then  it  might  be  considered 
superfiuous  to  examine  the  proposed  mode  of  appointment. 
It  is,  however,  a  fit  occasion  to  suggest  that  the  election 
annually  of  an  executive  officer,  with  extensive  power  and 
patronage,  by  Congress,  migh^  in  time,  become  a  fruitful 
source  of  intrigue  and  corruption ;  and  the  consequent  de- 
pendence of  this  officer  upon  Congress  might,  virtually, 
violate  that  sound  principle  of  keeping  separate  and  distinct 
the  legislative  and  executive  branches  of  the  Government. 
Upon  the  supposition  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


under  the  contemplated  change  of  the  constitution,  was  to 
be  really  and  bonaJUHe  an  independent  execulive  officer,  it 
has,  nevertheless,  been  shown  that  the  principle  of  division 
is  in  itself  wrong,  and  cannot  be  sustained.  But  whilst  it 
is  readily  conceded  that,  under  the  new  arrangement,  he 
would  be  independent  of  the  President,  it  is,  however,  de- 
nied that  he  would  be  independent  of  the  Legislature.,  It 
is  a  miserable  solecism  to  pronounce  that  officer  independ- 
ent \^ho  is  expressly  made  to  depend  annually,  or  oftener 
if  needful,  upon  Congress,  for  his  place  and  his  compensa- 
tion ;  he  could  not  be  other  than  a  fawning  creature  of  Con- 
gress, watching  the  indications  of  their  inclinations  for  his 
guidance,  rather  than  consulting  his  own  dispassionate 
judgment.  Should  this  constitutional  alteration  be  eSbct- 
ed,  Congress  will,  practically  and  essentially,  have  absorb- 
ed a  large  share  of  executive  power ;  and  the  sanction  of 
this  scheme  will  add  another  to  the  many  proofs  of  the  ten- 
dency, especially  in  free  Governments,  of  the  legislative  to 
appropriate  to  itself  some  of  the  powers  properly  belonging 
to  the  other  branches. 

It  will  not  escape  the  observation  of  a  discerning  public, 
that  certain  executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  deposits 
and  custody  of  the  moneys  of  the  United  States  are,  in  all 
probability,  the  groundwork  of  this  attempted  innovation 
upon  the  settled  principles  of  the  constitutbn.  A  bare  or- 
der issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  di- 
rection and  mth  the  approbation  of  the  President,  direct- 
ing that  the  then  Bank  of  the  United  States  should  be  discon- 
tinued as  the  depository  of  the  collected  revenue  of  the 
country,  and  that,  afler  a  given  time,  the  collectors  and  re- 
ceivers should  depositeit  «  elsewhere"  for  s^  keeping, 
was  seized  upon  as  a  suitable  occasion  for  a  concerted  clam- 
or throughout  the  Union,  that  the  Treasury  had  been  law- 
lessly violated,  and  that  the  union  of  the  sword  and  purse, 
in  the  person  of  the  President,  menaced  the  liberties  of  the 
nation  with  immediate  destruction.  It  is  no  part  of  the 
business  of  the  committee  to  discuss,  in  this  place,  the  pro- 
priety of  the  removal  of  a  former  head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, or  to  examine  the  legality  and  expediency  of  the 
removal  of  the  deposites ;  they  have  referred  to  these  mat- 
ters for  the  purpose  of  tracing  to  its  true  source  this  charge 
of  a  union  of  the  sword  and  purse,  which  is  used  as  a  pre- 
text for  a  radical  alteration  of  the  fundamental  law.  Should 
it  be  made  manliest  that  this  imputed  union  of  the  sword 
and  purse  is  the  creature  of  a  vivid  fan<7,  rather  than  a 
real  existence,  the  argument  which  lests  upon  such  an  as- 
sumption will  have  been  annihilated.  What,  let  it  be  can- 
didly inquired,  constitutes  a  concentration  of  the  power  of 
the  sword  and  purse  in  the  hands  of  the  same  person  ? 
When  an  individual,  either  by  gross  usurpation,  or  by  the 
unfortunate  and  ill-advisod  consent  of  the  community, 
has  attained  the  high  prerogative  of  declaring  war  at  his 
own  mere  will  and  caprice ;  of  raising  armies  at  his  own 
pleasure  to  prosecute  such  war ;  of  levyuig  and  collecting 
money  by  his  own  arbitrary  edict,  and  of  disbursing  this 
extorted  treasure  at  his  own  unlimited  discretion  ;  such  an 
individual  would  combine  in  his  own  hands  the  power  of 
the  sword  and  purse.  In  such  a  ptate  of  things,  the  coun- 
try would  be  under  the  rule  of  a  tyrant;  and  revolution,  of 
the  most  sanguinary  kind,  for  the  rescue  of  liberty  from 
the  rapacious  grasp  of  despotism,  would  justly  claim  the 
approbation  of  men  and  angels.  Looking,  however,  into 
the  provisions  of  our  constitution,  and  the  practice  of  the 
Government  under  it,  there  can  be  seen  no  color  for  the 
charge  of  such  an  unholy  connexion.  The  President  can- 
not make  war  ;  for  this  power  is  expressly  given  to  Con- 
gress. The  President  cannot  raise  armies,  or  build  and 
man  a  navy :  <<  to  raise  and  support  armies,"  <'  to  provide 
and  maintain  a  navy,"  are  expressly  embraced  in  the  legis- 
lative power  granted  in  the  constitution,  and  vested  in  the 
Congress.  The  President  cannot,  in  any  form,  or  by  any 
device,  levy  any  tax  or  contribution  upon  his  fellow-citizens : 
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**  to  lay  and  collect  tales,  diuiea,  impoets,  and  ezcieea/'  to 
borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  iha  United  Statee,  are  pow- 
ers expressly  conferred  on  Congress.  The  President  cannot 
take  and  appropriate  to  his  own  use»  or  to  others*  uses,  one 
cent  of  the  revenues  of  the  United  States :  «  no  money  shall 
be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but  in  consequence  of  appro^ 
priations  made  by  law."  Not  one  dime,  therefore,  can  be 
extracted  from  the  public  coffers,  but  with  the  approbation 
and  by  the  direction  of  Congress,  declared  by  law  enacted 
for  that  purpose.  The  very  compensation  of  the  President 
and  all  the  executive  officers  cannot  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  '<  but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by 
law.*'  What  pretext,  then,  can  be  found  for  the  allega- 
tion that  the  Executive,  as  at  present  organized,  holds  in 
a  single  grasp  the  double  and  dangerous  power  of  the  sword 
and  purse ;  and  that,  for  the  patriotic  purpose  of  disconnect- 
ing them«  it  is  necessary  to  introduce  into  our  Government 
the  novel  and  untried  experiment  of  a  division  of  the  exec- 
utive power  between  two  or  more  separate,  distinct,  inde- 
pendent, and  unconnected  functionaries  1 

The  execution  of  the  laws  for  the  collection,  safe  keep- 
ing, and  disbursement,  of  the  revenue,  like  the  execution  of 
other  laws,  appertains  to  the  President,  in  whom  the  ex- 
ecutive power  is  vested.  But  those  who  have  most  strenu- 
ously defended  the  true  constitutional  powers  of  the  Presi- 
dent from  legislative  encroachment  have  always  and  in- 
variably admitted  that  the  custody  of  the  public  money 
might  with  great  propriety  be  regulated  by  law.  Taking  into 
view  all  the  constitutional  restrictions  upon  the  subject  of 
the  revenue,  your  committee  have  not  the  sagactity  to  dis- 
cern any  vadid  reason  for  making  the  execution  of  these 
laws  an  exception  to  the  general  rule.  The  President  is 
directly  responsible  for  the  faithful  execution  of  all  the 
laws.  He  cannot,  like  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  shield 
himself  from  accountability  under  the  specious  pretence  of 
the  evil  counsels  of  ministers.  The  heads  of  departments  and 
tbe  inferior  executive  officers  are  the  agents  and  auxiliaties 
of  the  President,  subject  to  his  supervision  and  control, 
and  liable  to  removal  by  him.  He,  is,  therefore  rightly 
held  amenable  for  the  employment  of  honesty,  industry, 
and  capacity,  in  these  several  departments.  And  whilst 
these  officers  are  themselves  impeachable,  their  accounta- 
bility does  not  in  any  wise  remove  or  impair  that  of  the 
Prasident.  Liability  to  removal,  upon  an  impeachment, 
as  well  as  by  order  of  the  Presideot,  affords  a  double  se- 
curity for  the  prompt  and  friithful  discharge  of  the  public 
business.  But  these  officers  neither  divide  the  executive 
power  nor  the  executive  responsibility. 

The  14th  article  of  the  proposed  amendment  next  pre- 
sents itself  for  examination.  It  is  in  these  words:  «  The 
tenure  of  all  offices,  except  such  as  are  specially  provided 
for  in  the  constitution,  and  the  mode  of  removal  from  office, 
shall  be  regulated  by  Congress."  Of  what  offices  is  the 
tenure  provided  by  the  constitution  ?  The  tenure  or  term 
of  office  is  prescribed  in  the  constitution,  in  the  case  of  the 
President  and  Vice  President,  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
and  inferior  courts,  and  also  in  Uie  case  of  members  of 
Congress.  In  all  Uie  other  innumerable  cases  of  offices  of 
every  kind,  it  is  gravely  asked  that  the  tenure  of  office  may 
depend  on  the  legrislative  will.  In  addition  to  which,  it  is 
also  asked  that  **  the  mode  of  removal  from  office  shall  be 
regulated  by  Congress."  Besides  the  power  of  removal, 
which,  it  has  been  settled,  attaches  to  the  executive  func- 
tion, Uie  4th  section  of  the  2d  article  prescribes :  «  The 
President,  Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  removed  from  office  on  impeach- 
ment for,  and  oonviction  of,  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors."  The  last  sentence  of  the  2d 
section  of  the  Ist  article  gives  lo  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives *<the  sole  power  of  impeachment."  In  the  3d  sec- 
tion of  the  same  article,  **  the  sole  power  to  try  all  impeach- 
ments" is  given  to  the  Senate.    No  good  reason  suggests 


itself  to  your  committee  in  favor  of  a  change  of  this  ap- 
parently well-guarded  mode  of  removal.  It  might  be  un- 
safe to  empower  Congress,  without  restraint,  to  adopt 
another  and  more  summary  mode.  The  power  of  regula- 
ting  the  tenure  of  office,  and  the  mode  of  removal  from  of- 
fice, might  be  the  means  of  enabling  Congress  to  draw 
within  the  vortex  of  its  influence  boAi  executive  and  judi- 
cial officers.  Under  cover  of  the  power  of  regulating  the  ten- 
ure of  office,  the  heads  of  departments  and  inferior  officers 
might  be  enabled  to  disregard  the  supervisory  control  of  the 
President,  and  still  continue  in  office  in  defiance  of  his  wishes. 
Would  it  be  just  or  reasonable  to  exact  from  the  Preudent 
a  responsibility  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
officers  who  were,  by  the  regulation  of  the  tenure  of  their 
office,  removed  completely  beyond  his  direction  and  in- 
fluence 1  In  the  same  degree  that  the  power  of  the  Presi* 
dent  is  lopped  oS,  in  the  same  degree  that  the  doe  sohordi- 
nation  of  inferior  officers  is  not  secured,  in  the  same  degree 
is  the  efficiency  of  the  Executive  impaired,  and  rendered  in- 
capable of  a  wise  and  vigorous  administration  *,  and  in  the 
same  degree  does  not  stem  justice  demand  that  the  i^nsoC 
accountability  should  be  relaxed. 

The  last  provision  of  the  amendment  under  consideration 
makes  a  universal  disqualification  of  members  of  Congress 
to  any  office,  on  the  nomination  of  the  President  or  Secre- 
tary (Xf  the  Treasury,  during  the  term  of  their  office,  and  for 
two  years  next  ensuing  the  expiration  thereof.  There 
might,  perhaps,  be  some  reason  for  this  last  provision,  somo 
propriety  in  its  adoption,  as  an  accompaniment  of  the  pre- 
ceding parts.  But  your  committee,  having  expressed  their 
disapprobation  of  all  those,  do  not  deem  it  important  to  rec- 
commend  that  as  an  independent  amendment  which  was 
only  designed  as  one  consequent  on  others.  Bad  selections 
might  sometimes  be  made,  not  only  from  among  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  but  also  from  the  great  body  of  the  citi- 
zens. Aware  of  the  weakness  of  human  nature,  your  comndtr 
tee  will  not  assert  that  the  desire  of  appointment  to  office  by 
the  Executive  may  not  on  some  occasions  influence  the  con- 
duct of  men  in  and  out  of  Congress.  Perhaps  (and  some 
of  the  committee  incline  to  that  opinion)  the  dlsquahfica* 
tion  might  be  somewhat  extended  beyond  the  point  already 
established  in  the  constitution.  In  relation  to  some  classes 
of  offices,  it  might  be  wise  to  exclude  members  of  Con- 
gress during  the  continuance  of  their  membership ;  whilst, 
as  to  others,  the  President  ought  to  be  aiiowed  the 
widest  scope  of  nomination.  Specification  is  unneoeasary, 
as  your  committee  consider  it  their  duty  to  report  on  the 
propositions  referred  to  them,  and  do  not  regard  themseWes 
at  liberty  to  originate.  They  do  not  approve  the  universal 
disqualification  contained  in  the  proposition  rderved,  nor 
do  they  perceive  the  reason  of  prolonging  the  disqwalifica- 
tion  for  two  years  afrer  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
service. 

Your  committee  have  now  completed  a  cursory  review 
of  all  parts  of  the  proposition  submitted  to  them.  The 
committee  have  heretofore  intimated  a  distinction  between 
an  alteration,  or  change  of  the  constitution,  and  an  amend- 
ment thereto.  They  do  not  desire,  however,  to  be  under- 
stood as  denying  that,  under  the  general  and  comprehen- 
sive term  of  <<  amendments  to  the  constitution,"  some  oi 
the  features  may  be  changed,  altered,  or  aboUahed,  and  that 
new  features  or  principles  may  be  incorporated.  The  term 
«  amendment"  is  applied  to  the  whole  constitutional  com- 
pact, and  not  to  an  amendment  or  modification  of  an  ex- 
isting provision.  They  certainly  meant  not  to  insinuate 
that  the  constitution  itself  could  limit  or  restrain  the 
creative  or  extinguishing  power  of  the  sovereign  parties  to 
the  compact.  The  parties  to  the  compact  may  amend  it,  by 
repealing  or  expunging  some  provisions  altogether,  by  the 
introduction  of  entire  new  principles,  or  by  mere  modifica- 
tions of  those  already  existing.  But  much  greater  caution 
and  deliberation  ought  to  be  observed  in  making  radical 
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changes,  or  alterations,  or  additions,  than  in  only  amending, 
modifj^ing,  or  perfecting,  an  existing  provision.  And  your 
committee  will  here  intimate  that,  in  the  latter  case, 
amendments  may  very  properly  be  proposed  by  Congress, 
two  thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,  subject  to  ratifica- 
tion by  the  Legislatures  of  three  fourths  of  the  several 
States ;  but  that,  in  the  former  case,  it  might  be  a  wiser 
and  safer  precaution  for  Congress,  on  the  application  of  the 
Legislatures  of  two  thirds  of  the  several  States,  to  call  a 
convention,  as  provided  in  the  constitution,  and  amendments 
proposed  in  such  convention  should  be  submitted  for  ratifi- 
cation to  conventions  in  the  States,  the  concurrence  of 
three  fourths  of  which  would  be  necessary.  The  suggestion 
of  these  precautions  proceeds  from  the  well-settled  convic- 
tion that  we  ought  not  to  change,  alter,  or  abolish,  any  of 
the  principles  upon  which  the  confederacy  was  originally 
based,  for  light  and  insufficient  causes,  or  without  due  and 
solemn  deliberation.  Prudence  dictates  that  we  ought  not 
to  enter  hastily  upon  new  and  untried  experiments ;  that 
we  ought  not,  by  the  introduction  of  novelties,  to  deprive 
oarselves  of  the  advantage,  not  inconsiderable  to  any  Gov- 
ernment, of  that  veneration  which  antiquity  throws  around 
all  institutions.  Frequent  changes  will  impair  our  belief 
in  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  and  our  admiration  of  the 
patriotism  and  skill  with  which  they  formed  the  American 
confederacy. 

If  there  be  not  cogent  reasons,  based  upon  the  detection 
of  defects  by  experience,  the  noble  edifice  erected  by  our 
reTolutionary  fathers  ought  not  to  be  rashly  pulled  down. 
Our  glorious  federal  constitution  will  soon  have  existed 
half  a  century,  and  will  soon  begin  to  be  encircled  with  an- 
cient renown;  it  should,  therefore,  be  defended  vrith  perse- 
vering and  resolute  valor.  It  is  a  noble  contrivance,  which 
binds  in  happy  union  so  many  sovereign  republics.  It  is 
a  precious  inheritance,  which  deserves  our  warmest  thank- 
fulness and  our  most  vigilant  preservation.  Let  it  be  de- 
stroyed—posterity will  then  have  imitated  the  spendthrift, 
who,  by  acts  of  imprudence  and  folly,  dissipates  both  his 
patrimony  and  his  gratitude. 

The  following  resolution  is  therefore  respectfully  sub- 
mitted by  the  committee  to  the  House : 

Reaoived,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  propose  any  of  the 
aA>resaid  amendments  to  the  Legislatures,  or  to  conven- 
tions of  the  several  States. 


PROTECTION  TO  AMERICAN  SEAMEN. 

'House  of  REvmisEKTATiTEs, 

February  3,  1837. 
Mr.  McKsoK,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  to 
which  wtks  referred  the  following  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Represenutives :  "  Resolved^  That  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  all  laws  authorizing  protections  to  be  issued 
to  American  seamen,  and  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  all  fees  for  protections  to  seamen,''  made 
the  following  report : 

A  proposition  to  modify  a  system  which  has  for  years 
been  incorporated  with  our  commercial  arrangements,  and 
intimately  united  with  the  most  important  relations  of  this 
country,  ought  to  excite  more  than  ordinary  attention. 
Deeply  impressed  with  the  momentous  character  of  the  in- 
quiry submitted  to  them,  the  committee  have  endeavored  to 
present  an  ample  statement  of  the  question.  The  practice  of 
issuing  protections  has  been  sanctioned  under  a  law  of 
Congress  passed  on  the  18th  day  of  March,  1796,  entitled 
'*  An  act  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen." 
The  following  abstract  presents  a  view  of  its  most  impor- 
tant provisions :  the  1st,  2d,  and  dd  sections  relate  to  the 
appointment  of  agents  in  foreign  countries^  to  take  care  of 
the  rights  of  seamen  who  might  be  impressed.    These  sec- 


tions were  enacted  for  a  limited  period,  and  are  now  inop- 
erative. By  the  fourth  section,  it  is  provided  that  the 
collector  of  every  district  shall  keep  a  book  or  books,  in 
which,  at  the  request  of  any  seaman,  being  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  producing  proof  of  his  cit- 
izenship, authenticated  in  the  manner  hereinafter  directed, 
he  shall  enter  the  name  of  such  seaman,  and  shall  deliver 
to  him  a  certificate  in  the  following  form,  that  is  to  say  : 
«•  I,  A  B,  collector  of  the  district  of  D,  do  hereby  certify  that 
E  P,  an  American  seaman,  aged  —  years,  or  thereabouts, 
of  the  height  of  —  feet  —  inches,  [describing  the  said  sea- 
man as  particularly  as  may  be,]  has  this  day  produced  to 
me  proof,  in  the  manner  directed  in  the  act  entitled  <An 
act  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen  ;'  and, 
pursuant  to  the  said  act,  I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  said 
G  F  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America.  In  wit- 
ness whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  of- 
fice, this  —  day  of  — ."  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
collector  aforesaid  to  file  and  preserve  the  proof  of  citizen- 
ship produced  as  aforesaid ;  and  for  each  certificate,  deliv- 
ered as  aforesaid,  the  said  collector  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive from  the  seaman  applying  for  the  same  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  cents. 

As  a  proposition  has  been  offered  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  repealing  this  statute,  the  inquiry  should  be  made 
into  the  origin  of  the  law;  for  what  purpose  it  was  enacted ; 
and  whether  a  state  of  circumstances  exists  which  requires 
a  continuance  of  its  provisions.  The  simple  examination 
of  the  law  shows  that  it  was  passed  in  consequence  of  the 
impressment  of  our  seamen.  The  history  of  the  period  at 
which  it  passed,  and  particularly  the  journal  of  the  House; 
can  be  adduced  to  show  that  the  system  of  protections  arose 
out  of  this  outrage.  From  the  journal  of  the  House  it  ap- 
pears that,  on  the  20th  May,  1794,  a  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed appointing  a  committee  to  regulate  the  mode  in  which 
American  seamen  might  be  furnished  with  evidence  of 
citizenship,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  them  against  im- 
pressment in  foreign  service. — C House  Journal,  vol.  2,  p, 
170.  J  Mr.  Murrey,  from  that  committee,  reported  a  bill, 
and,  on  the  6  th  June,  a  debate  took  place  on  it,  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House.  The  committee  rose,  and,  on 
the  question  of  granting  leave  to  sit  again,  it  was  decided  in^ 
the  negfative.  On  the  9th  June  Congress  adjourned,  no  fur- 
ther action  having  taken  phice  on  it.  The  debates  of  that 
day,  as  they  appear  on  the  public  journals,  show  why  Mr. 
Murery  introduced  the  resolution.  He  refenvd,  in  his  remarks 
in  the  introduction  of  the  measure,  to  the  fact,  that  when 
Great  Britain  armed  against  Spain,  in  the  sffair  of  Nootka 
Sound,  our  seamen  had  been  impressed.  He  was  of  opin- 
ion that,  if  certificates  were  issued,  no  nation  would  at- 
tempt to  molest  them.  The  discussion  on  the  bill  was 
very  animated.  The  measure  was  objected  to,  amongst 
other  reasons,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  an  admission  on 
our  part  that  such  seamen  as  might  be  without  protections 
would  be  liable  to  impressment,  l^he  objections  to  the 
bill  prevailed,  and  it  was  defeated.  The  subject  was  not 
permitted  to  sleep ;  the  country  became  aroused  by  the  enor- 
mities committed  on  our  mariners  by  foreign  Powers,  and 
demanded  some  action.  Mr.  Livingston,  on  the  18th 
February,  1796,  introduced  a  resolution  to  check  the  evil. 
In  introducing  the  resolution,  Mr.  Livingston  said  :  «  He 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  situation  of 
a  very  important  and  meritorious  class  of  men,  whose 
value  seemed  to  be  overlooked,  and  whose  dearest  rights 
were  either  shamefully  neglected,  or  ignominiously  surren- 
dered. He  adverted  to  the  seamen  of  the  United  States. 
This  valuable  class  of  men  would  fall  under  one  of  these 
descriptions  : 

<<  1.  Native  American  citizens. 

«  2.  Such  as  were  citizens  at  the  time  of  the  declaration 
of  independence,  and  at  Ae  period  of  the  peace  with  Great 
Britain. 
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'*  3.  ForeigneN  naturalized  since  the  declaration  ^f  tnde^ 
pendence. 

« It  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  prove  that  all  the  indi- 
viduals of  either  of  those  descriptions  were  equally  entitled 
to  the  protection  of  the  Government,  to  the  same  or  greater 
exertions  in  their  favor,  than  were  made  for  those  citizens 
whose  situations  rendered  it  easier  to  apply  for  re- 
lief. Yet  this  meritorious  body  of  our  constituents,  he 
said,  thus  entitled  to  our  protection  and  fiEivor,  sailing  un- 
der the  sanction  of  our  national  flag,  had  been  illegally 
seised,  violently  forced  into  a  service  they  abhorred,  cruel- 
ly tank  from  their  relations,  their  families,  and  their  country, 
and  ignominiously  scourged,  for  asserting  the  privileges  of 
thdr  citizenship.  The  country,  to  whom  they  looked  for 
protection  and  relief^  had  regarded  their  sufferings  with  ap- 
athy and  indifference.  Three  years  we  had  beheld  their 
miseriei,  and  heard  their  cries  for  relief;  yet  for  three  years 
we  had  been  sUent  spectators  of  this  disgraceful  scene. 

**  He  concli]^led  with  moving  the  following  resolution : 

**IUaob}^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  and 
report  whether  any,  and  what,  legislative  provision  is 
necessary  for  the  relief  of  such  American  seamen  as  may 
have  been  impressed  mto  the  service  of  any  foreign  Pow- 
er ;  and,  also,  to  report  a  mode  of  fiimishing  American 
seamen  with  such  evidence  of  their  citizenship  as  may  pro- 
tect them  from  foreign  impressment  in  future. 

«  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table." 

On  the  fucceedbig  day  the  resolution  was  adopted  with- 
out '*  opposition,  and  a  committee  appointed  in  obedience 
to  it,'  consisting  of  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Boume»  Mr. 
Swanwick,  Mr.  8amuel  Smith,  and  Mr.  William  Smith. 
On  the  21st  of  February,  Mr.  LiTingston  made  a  rq>ort, 
which  was  debated  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the 
following  resolutions  agreed  to : 

<<  Reeolvedf  That  provision  ought  to  lie  made  for  the 
support  of  two  or  more  agents,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Pres- 
id«it  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  the  one  of  which  agents  shall  reside 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  others  at  such 
places  as  the  President  may  direct,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  inquire  into  the  situation  of  such  American  citizens  as 
shall  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  impressed  or  detain- 
ed on  boiard  any  foreign  vessel,  to  endeavor  by  all  legal 
means  to  obtain  their  release,  and  to  render  an  account  of 
all  foreign  impressments  of  American  citizens  to  the  Gov- 
empnent  of  the  United  States. 

*'  Reeolved,  That  proper  offices  ought  to  be  provided, 
where  every  seaman,  being  a  citizen  of  the  Uniteid  States, 
on  producing  evidence,  duly  authenticated,  of  his  birth,  nat- 
uralization, or  residence  within  the  United  States,  and  un- 
der their  protection,  on  the  third  day  of  September,  1783, 
may  have  such  evidence  registered,  and  may  receive  a  cer- 
tificate of  his  citizenship. 

«  Hesohedt  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  said  resolutions,  and  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr. 
Bourne,  Mr.  Swanwick,  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  and  Mr. 
William  Smith,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same." 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  committee,  reported  a  bill, 
which,  after  a  violent  debate,  was  passed.  An  ineffectual 
effort  was  made  to  recommit  it  The  bill  passed  by  a  vote 
of  77  in  the  affirmative,  and  13  in  the  negative.  In  the 
Senate  the  bill  met  alto  with  opposition— amendments  were 
made ;  the  House  agreed  to  some,  and  rejected  others ;  a 
committee  of  conference  was  appointed,  and,  after  consult- 
ation, the  Senate  reosded  from  the  amendments  objected 
to  by  tiie  House.  The  bill  finally  passed,  and  was  ap- 
proved by  the  President  on  the  28th  day  of  May,  1796. 
From  the  debate  which  took  place,  it  is  evident  that  the 
law  was  produced  by  the  violations  which  were  daily  com- 
mitttsd  on  the  rights  of  our  seamen.  The  opposition  to 
the  law  was  chiefly  founded  on  the  want  of  sufficient  proof 
that  our  citizens  had  been  seized.    To  this  it  was  answer- 


ed, that  the  seizures  were  so  notorious  that  the  committee 
to  which  the  subject  was  referred  had  not  deemed  it  neces- 
saiy  to  enumerate  the  cases.  Every  paper  was  filled  with 
accounts  of  the  capture  of  our  seamen.  The  British  Gov. 
emment,  whUe  insisting  on  the  right  of  taking  natives  of 
Great  Britain,  wherever  found,  not  only  seized  their  own 
citizens,  but  also  Americans.  That,  in  consequence  of  the 
similarity  of  language  and  appearance,  they  mig^t  mistake 
our  citizens  for  citizens  of  Great  Britain ;  and,  to  provide 
our  seamen  with  evidence  of  their  citizen^p,  the  law  was 
proposed  to  be  passed. 

This  sketch  of  the  history  of  the  law  is  given  to  show 
from  what  causes  sprang  this  species  of  legislation.  The 
period  at  which  it  originated  was  peculiar.  While  the  Euro- 
pean Powen  were  engaged  in  a  tremendous  struggle^  the 
influences  of  which  were  felt  in  every  quarter  of  the  world, 
the  United  States  was  pursuing  a  pdicy  secured  to  tbem 
by  the  law  of  nations,  and  one  which  displayed  their  anxi- 
ety to  preserve  a  strict  neutrality.  One  of  the  bdiigerant 
Powen,  anxious  to  obtain  all  the  means  within  bei  reach 
to  prosecute  a  maritime  war  with  success,  insisted  on  the 
right  to  board  neutral  vessels,  and  take  from  them  such 
seamen  as  might  have  been  born  within  the  dominions  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain.  In  vain  were  our  remor»tran- 
ces  made  against  this  practice.  At  the  period  to  which 
we  allude,  our  country  had  but  just  emerged  from  the 
troubles  of  our  revolutionaTy  contest.  She  was  feeble,  and 
without  a  naval  force.  She  was  willing  to  remove  from 
foreign  Powers  any  pretext  for  seizing  our  citizms  on  the 
ground  of  similarity  of  language  and  appearance  with  those 
of  Great  Britain,  and  for  this  purpose  provided  the  system 
of  protections.  Notwithstanding  this  movement,  the  piv- 
tice  was  not  abandoned,  nor  was  the  protection  system  re- 
spected in  any  manner  by  Great  Britain.  This  was  evi- 
dent, not  only  from  the  declarations  but  the  acts  of  that 
nation.  The  British  minister  to  the  United  States,  Mr. 
Lieton,  in  the  year  1800,  in  writing  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  remarks:  « I  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  re- 
calling to  your  remembrance  what  I  have  frequently  staled 
in  conversation,  that  while  the  papera  called  protectiotts  are 
granted  with  fraudulent  intention,  or  without  a  proper  ex- 
amination of  facts,  by  inferior  magistrates,  or  notariespub- 
lic,  in  the  United  States,  and  while  they  can  easily  be  pro- 
cured by  such  natural-bom  subjects  of  his  Majesty  aschooee 
to  abandon  his  service  in  the  hour  of  danger,  it  ia  not 
expected  that  any  regard  will  be  paid  to  them  by  his  com- 
manden  of  British  ships  of  war."  Not  only  in  the  com- 
munications with  this  Government,  but  in  the  proclamations 
issued  by  the  British  Government  to  the  commandon  of 
vessels,  objection  was  made  to  the  protections.  Years 
had  elapsed  after  the  passage  of  our  law ;  full  notice  had 
been  given  to  Great  Britain  of  its  existence ;  and  yet,  in 
one  of  the  proclamations,  issue  is  directly  joined  with  that 
system.  Notice  was  therein  g^iven  that  those  who  had 
those  certificates  should  not  be  exempt  from  impressment 
All  natural-bom  subjects  of  the  King  could  not  divest 
themselves  of  their  allegiance,  and  were  informed  '*  that  no 
such  lettera  or  certificates  do  or  can,  in  any  manner,  divest 
our  (the  King's)  natural-born  subjecti  of  the  allegiaDce;,  or 
in  any  degree  alter  the  duty,  which  they  owe  to  us,  their 
lawful  sovereign."  (Proclamation,  Oct.  16,  1807.)  Not 
only  are  we  in  possession  of  the  declarations  of  that  Gov- 
ernment, in  opposition  to  the  value  of  those  docinnents,  but 
we  have  also  the  fact  that,  afiter  the  passage  of  the  law, 
thousands  of  seamen,  armed  with  the  protections^  were 
seized  on  board  of  American  vessels.  The  ground  assumed 
by  those  who  impressed  them  was^  that  Uie  papen  were 
forgeries;  that  the  King  had  a  right  to  the  services  of  his 
nalural-born  subjects,  and  that  it  was  difficult  totJistinguish 
Americans  from  natural-bom  Englishmen.  But  not  only 
were  English  and  Americans  impressed,  but  Swedes,  Danes, 
and  natives  of  other  countries^  who  could  not  be  mistaken 
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for  natives  of  Great  Britain.  Every  officer  boarding  one 
of  our  vessels  was  made  the  judge  of  the  genuineness  of  the 
protection,  and  of  the  fact  of  citizenship.  The  prisons  6f 
Great  Britain  can  prove  that  our  seamen  vrere  con6ned, 
even  when  they  held  the  protections.  Amongst  the  causes 
which  produced  the  war  between  this  country  and  Eng- 
land, the  impressment  of  our  seamen  bore  a  conspicuous 
place.  It  was  well  known  that  thousands  had  been  seized 
while  sailing  under  our  flag,  and  with  the  protections  in 
their  possession. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  contest,  which  brought  so  great 
glory  to  the  American  arms  on  land,  and  evinced  the  pow- 
er of  the  United  States  to  claim  equality  on  the  ocean,  the 
question  of  impressment  was  proposed  to  be  made  the  sub- 
ject of  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  It  was  not  acted  upon;  but, 
as  yet,  remains  undetermined  between  us  and  Great  Brit^ 
ain,  the  only  Government  which  insists  upon  this  right  of 
impressment  It  is  evident  that  the  protection  system 
never  answered  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended  by 
its  authors.  It  was  not  respected  by  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain ;  it  was  not  respected  by  any  of  its  agents ; 
still  our  seamen,  as  a  general  rule,  were  compelled  to  sub- 
rait  to  the  expense  of  Uie  documents,  and  then  to  find  the 
paper  utterly  impotent.  The  system  was  strenuously  ob- 
jected to  l)y  many  of  our  leading  statesmen.  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son was  the  first  to  raise  his  voice  against  the  proposition. 
Before  the  passage  of  the  law,  his  opinion  was  recorded  in' 
opposition  to  the  measured  That  distinguished  statesmen, 
in  Jijne,  1792,  was  Secretary  of  State,  and,  ip  writing  to 
Mr.  Pinckney,  minister  plenipotentiaTy  of  the  United 
States  at  London,  remarked,  *'  that  the  peculiar  custom  of 
England,  in  impressing  seamen  on  every  appearance  of 
war,  will  occasionally  expose  our  seamen  to  peculiar  op- 
pressions and  vexations.  It  will  be  expedient  that  you 
take  proper  opportunities  in  the  mean  time  of  conferring 
with  the  minister  on  this  subject,  in  order  to  form  some 
arrangement  for  the  protection  of  our  seamen  on  these  oc- 
casions. We  entirely  regret  the  mode  which  was  the  sub- 
ject of  conversation  between  Mr.  Morris  and  him ;  which 
was,  that  our  seamen  should  always  carry  about  them  cer- 
tificaies  of  citizenship.  This  is  a  condition  never  yet 
submitted  to  by  any  nation ;  one  with  which  seamen  would 
never  have  occasion  to  comply ;  the  casualties  of  their  call- 
ing would  expose  them  to  the  constant  destruction  or  loss 
of  this  paper  evidence,  and  thus  the  British  Government 
would  be  armed  with  legtd  out/unity  to  impress  the  whole  of 
our  seamen.  The  simplest  rule  will  be,  that  the  vessel  being 
American,  shall  be  evidence  that  the  seamen  on  board  are 
such."  This  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson  was  long  before  the 
passage  of  the  law  now  proposed  to  be  repealed.  After  its 
passage,  Mr.  Pinckney,  then  Secretary  of  State»  wrote,  in 
June,  1796,  to  Mr.  King,  referring  to  the  instructions 
given  to  Mr.  Pinckney  in  June,  1792.  He  says:  «  You 
will  see,  referring  to  Mr.  Jefferson*s  letter  to  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney, that  the  mode  prescribed  in  the  late  act  of  Congress, 
of  certificating  our  seamen,  was  pointedly  reprobated.  The 
simplest  rule,  as  remark^  to  Mr  Pinckney,  would  be, 
that  the  vessel  being  American  should  be  evidence  that  the 
seamen  on  board  her  are  such.  But  it  will  be  an  important 
point  gained,  if  on  the  high  seas  our  flag  can  protect  these, 
of  whatever  nation,  who  shall  sail  under  it.  And  for  this, 
humanity,  as  well  as  interest,  powerfully  plead.  Mer- 
chant vessels  cany  no  more  hands  than  their  safety  renders 
necessary ;  to  withdraw  any  of  them  on  the  ocean  is  to  ex- 
pose both  lives  and  property  to  certain  destruction."  Speak- 
ing of  the  protections  under  the  act  of  1796,  he  says, 
**  that  sailors  vrill  often  lose  their  certificates,  and  provision 
should  be  made  for  other  proof  of  their  citizenship,  such 
as  their  own  oaths,  with  those  of  master's  mates,  or  other 
creditable  witnesses.  The  rolls  of  the  crew,  or  shipping 
papers,  may  also  be  authenticated  by  the  collectors  of  the 
customs^  and  then  they  ought  to  be  admitted  as  of  equal 
Vol.  XUL-^m 


validity  ivith  the  individual  certificates*"  The  opinions 
here  advanced  contain  the  true  principles  on  which  we 
should  act  'The  sentiments  of  the  statesman  to  whom 
reference  is  made  reflect  the  opinions  of  the  present  day. 
On  reference  to  the  commercial  systems  of  the  various 
maritime  Powers,  no  provision  similar  to  our  system  of 
pr6tections  can  be  discovered.  In  Spain,  every  individual 
who  desires  to  become  a  sailor  is  enrolled  in  the  district 
to  which  he  belongs,  and  a  certificate  given  him.  He  is 
liable  to  be  called  into  the  public  service  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  service  to  enjoy  certain 
privileges.  It  has  been  supposed  that  the  certificate  was 
for  the  same  purpose  with  our  protection.  It  is  evident 
that  it  was  never  intended  for  the  same  object.  Our  docu- 
ment was  intended  to  be  produced  on  the  high  seas.  The 
Spanish  certificate  was  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  being  ef- 
fective within  the  Spanish  territories.  Other  nations  have 
also  certificates,  intended  tp  operate  only  within  their  re- 
spective territories.  It  is  believed  that  no  natioh  can  be 
found  which  has  been  willing  to  follow  the  system  intro- 
duced by  the  United  States.  It  may  be  argued  that  in 
consequence  of  the  resemblance  in  manners,  appeaxance, 
and  language,  v^  are  the  only  people  exposed  to  the  rule 
of  the  British  Government — that  rule  of  insisting  on  im^ 
pressment  The  fifcct  of  our  issuing  protections  to-  avoid 
such  a  difiiculty  is  making  a  concession  which  no  sover- 
eign Power  ought  to  make  to  another.  But  it  is  well  known 
that  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  had 
been  bom  in  Sweden,  and  other  parts  of  the  continent, 
and  who  could  not  have  been  mistaken  for  natives  <}f  Great 
Britain,  were  seized  by  her  ofiScers.  Instead  of  legislating 
in  the  manner  we  have  legislated,  ought  we  not  to  stand 
upon  the  broad  ground  of  the  law  of  national  Ought  we 
not,  in  fact,  appear  in  our  intercourse  with  the  world  one 
*'  of  the  equal  and  independent  nations  of  the  earth  V  Can 
we  present  that  character  so  long  as  we  have  remaining  on 
our  laws  a  provision  which  shows  that  we  have  been  wil- 
ling to  do  more  than  is  required  by  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  that  we  are  still  willing  to  allow  that  anomalous  pro- 
vision to  remain  in  full  operation  1  Is  it  not  due  to  the 
character  of  the  country  that  we'  should  now,  when  we 
we  have  arrived  at  strength  and  are  possessed  of  resources 
of  vast  extent,  stand  erect,  untrammelled  with  legislation 
which  was  yielded  in  the  days  of  our  infancy  and  weak- 
ness, an4  when  from  our  situation  we  were  compelled  to 
make  concessions  to  those  Powers  that  had  no  right,  but 
had  the  means,  of  enforcing  their  demands  upon  us  ?  The 
flag  of  the  country  has  fought  its  way  to  the  respect  of  the 
world,  and  ought  now  to  cover  those  who  sail  under  it. 
The  United  States  ought  not  to  acquiesce  in  any  rule  which 
even  throws  a  suspicion  upon  their  full  equality  on  the 
ocean.  The  brilliant  naval  victories  of  the  late  war  are 
evidence  of  the  capacity  of  our  seamen  to  maintain  their 
lights,  and  it  does  not  become  this  Government  tore- 
quire  of  them  U>  be  provided  upon  the  ocean  with  any  other 
documents  than  seamen  of  other  countries.  Is  it  not  de- 
grading to  our  citizens  that  they  are  bound  to  have  a  docu- 
ment which  is  unusual,  unsanctioned  by  the  law  of  nations, 
and  reminds  them  at  tiie  same  time  that  it  grew  out  of  the 
ittct  of  our  country  not  being  able  to  maintain  her  flag  1  Is 
it  creditable  to  us  as  a  nation,  that  upon  the  high  sea%  where 
the  vessels  of  all  nations  meet  as  equals^  that  our  sailors 
have  been  requested  by  our  Government,  since  1796,  to  pro- 
vide themselves  with  paper  evidence  of  their  American 
character  1  Every  other  nation  deems  the  flag  of  the  coun* 
try  sufficient  protection,  but  we  insist  upon  a  proo^  which 
we  submit  to  exhibit  to  any  foreign  Power  whose  oflicer 
may  board  our  vessels. 

Many  object  to  the  repeal  of  the  act,  on  the  ground  that 
it  assimilater to  a  passport,  which  is  granted  to  every  dtixen 
when  he  leaves  this  coimtiy ;  that  it  operates  in  the  same 
manAer ;,  that  it  is  serviceable  to  the  Mitor  in  bis  inlfr- 
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course  with  our  foreign  consiuls.  It  must  1>e  evident  that  the 
system  of  protections  was  not  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
being  operative  within  the  territories  of  a  foreign  Power, 
where  passports  are  useful,  but  only  on  the  high  seas. 
They  who  object  ought  to  consider  that  no  maritime  Pow- 
er gives  its  citizens  evidences  to  show  on  the  high  seas  the 
fact  of  their  allegiance.  None  of  the  numerous  crews  of 
foreign  vessels  which  enter  our  ports,  or  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain  or  France,  except  American  seamen,  have  any  evi- 
dences of  ihis  nature.  If,  however,  it  be  deemed  advisable 
to  grant  our  seamen  evidences  of  any  kind,  let  them 
be  taken  out  in  the  same  manner  with  other  citizens,  and 
let  them  not  be  compelled  to  take  their  evidence  under  a 
law  which  was  intended  to  operate  only  on  the  high  seas. 
Under  our  laws,  the  protection  is,  even  to  our  consuls,  not 
the  sole  evidence  of  the  fact  of  citizenship.  If  an  American 
sailor  is  without  a  protection,  it  is  not  evidence  sufficient 
to  justify  the  consul  to  refuse  giving  him  aid.  If,  by  any 
reasonable  mode,  he  can  discover  Uie  fact  of  his  being  an 
American  seaman,  he  is  bound,  even  if  unprovided  with 
a  protection,  to  silbrd  the  seaman  relief,  if  he  be  in  dis- 
tress. 

From  the  abuses  which  grow  out  of  these  papers,  many 
complaints  have  been  made  by  our  consuls.  If  our  foreign 
aigents  are  bound  to  obey  these  documents,  without  ques- 
tion, it  is  evident  that  gross  frauds  may  be  commhied  upon 
them.  From  experience,  it  has  been  settled  that  our  con- 
suls have  advised  the  repeal  of  the  protection  law.  Mr. 
Stewart,  who  was  in  the  consulate  in  London  in  1815  and 
1816,  gave  his  opinion  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  pro- 
tection system.  He  stated  the  facility  with  which  they  were 
procured  tended  in  a  great  measure  to  render  it  useless. 
**It  would,  in  my  opinion,"  he  writes,  in  1817,  to  Mr. 
Forsyth,  then  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
neiations,  **  be  much  better  to  repeal  the  law  on  that  sub- 
ject, in  preference  to  its  remaining  on  the  present  footing." 
He  was  satisfied  of  the  frauds  that  were  practised,  and  of 
the  inutility  of  the  document  As  the  law  now  stands,  if 
a  sailor  should  find  it  necessary  to  have  a  certificate  of 
citizen^ip,  he  can  always  apply  to  our  consuls  when  in  a 
foreign  port.  They  are  fully  authorized  to  grant  them,  and 
are  liable  to  a  fine  if  they  knowingly  grant  them  to  any  but 
citizens.  Mr.  Dodge,  our  consul  at  Bremen,  in  a  letter 
full  of  information  on  this  and  other  subjects,  addressed  to 
'one  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  gives  the  following 
opinion  on  this  point : 

'<  The  system  of  custom-house  protections  to  our  teamen 
has  never,  in  my  humble  opinion,  answered  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  granted :  said  protections  were  for  the 
protection  of  American  seamen  from  impressment  by  the 
Britisli.  It  most  be  well  known  to  many  of  our  mercan- 
tile community,  conversant  with  the  events  preceding  our 
last  war  with  Uiat  country,  that  in  thousands  of  cases  where 
a  British  officer  boarded  one  of  our  merchant  vessels,  that 
if  the  man-of-war  wanted  hands,  and  the  officer  found  such 
on  board  the  American  vessel  as,  by  their  seamanlike  ap- 
pearance, would  answer  his  purpose,  he  was  sure  to  take 
them,  whether  they  had  protections  or  not" 

Mr.  Dodge  then  states  the  fiicilitiee  with  which  frauda 
are  committed,  and  the  inducements  which  are  held  out  un- 
der the  system.  At  the  same  time  he  suggests  the  pro- 
priety of  giving  to  seamen  a  document,  in  the  nature  of  a 
passport,  to  be  useful  to  him  in  a  foreign  country.  In  Mr. 
Dodge's  opinion,  the  rok  (Teguipage  ought  to  be  sufficient 
protection  on  the  high  seas. 

Mr.  Dana,  in  1813,  reported  to  the  Senate  a  system  of 
navigation  for  the  United  States.  It  arose  out  of  the  sug- 
gestion in  the  President's  message,  to  confine  the  American 
navigation  to  American  seamen.  The  report  states  that  the 
bill  submitted  by  the  committee  proposed  to  allow  the  priv- 
ilegee  of  an  American  chaitteter  to  none  but  vessels  navi- 
fiM  by  Arnertean   marincn.      The  law  may  require 


means  to  provide  for  ascertaining  who  shall  be  regarded  as 
mariners,  and  to  make  it  requisite  for  vessels  of  the  United 
States  to  have  documents  on  board  as  evidence  of  being  so 
navigated. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  report,  it  is  stated  that  the  doc- 
uments for  vessels  sailing  on  foreign  voyages  may  suspend 
the  use  of  any  other  certificate  of  citizenship  for  persons 
employed  in  navigating  them ;  and  it  is  proposed  to  repeal 
the  section  of  the  act  of  May,  1796,  which  has  authorized 
collector<«  to  deliver  certificates  to  individual  mariners. 
Abuses  which  are  known  to  have  prevailed  in  relation  to 
such  certificates  may  be  avoided  by  requiring  proper  docu- 
ments to  accompany  the  vessels.  The  law  of  1796,  as  at 
present  understood  and  administered,  it  is  well  known, 
gives  great  room  to  frauds  and  exactions.  The  protections 
are  considered  absolutely  necessary  by  our  seamen.  TTiat 
class  of  our  citizens  supposes  that  the  law  compeia  them  to 
take  out  the  document.  Notwithstanding  the  law  makes  it  a 
voluntary  act  to  take  a  protection,  yet,  as  the  practice  has  be- 
come general  amongst  our  vessels  of  insisting  on  it,  our  sea- 
men submit  to  the  trouble  snd  expenL-e.  The  form  of  ex- 
pression in  the  law  makes  it  optional  with  the  seaman.  The 
collector  is  bound  to  deliver  protections  to  only  those  who 
desire  it.  The  words  of  the  law  are,  "  at  the  request  of  any 
seaman,  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States."  Tlte  inten- 
tion of  the  law  was  to  give  the  sailor,  if  he  thought  it  of 
any  service,  evidence  of  his  citizenship.  A  general  im- 
pression exists,  among  our  maritime  people,  that  a  legal  ne- 
cessity exists  on  the  part  of  the  seaman  to  be  provided 
with  the  protection.  The  sole  purpose  of  the  paper  wss 
to  give  to  a  foreign  Power,  insisting  on  the  right  of  impreai- 
ment,  evidence  that  the  bearer  of  the  document  was 
an  American  citizen,  and,  by  the  law  of  nations,  ex- 
empt from  impressment  In  a  state  of  peace,  it  \m  mors 
manifest  that  it  cannot  be  of  any  advantage ;  yet  the  resuU 
of  the  impression  alluded  to  is,  that  every  sailor  piovides 
himself  with  the  document. 

It  is  easily  lost,  and  the  probability  is,  that  it  is  frequent- 
ly renewed  at  an  expense  to  the  seaman.  The  fee  exacted 
by  the  law  is  twenty-five  cents  at  the  custom-house,  but, 
with  the  charge  of  notary,  it  is  undentood  to  be  a  charge 
to  the  applicant  of  about  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents. 
One  of  the  officers  of  the  revenue  says  that  <*by  repealing 
the  ^t^  for  protections  you  would  reduce  the  expense  of  tlw 
seamen  to  one  fifth  or  one  ninth  of  what  they  are  now  at 
to  procure  these  protections.  The  persons  from  whom, 
in  some  of  our  ports,  they  obtain  protections,  make  money 
out  of  them.  They  frequently  collect  the  protections  of 
the  seamen,  and  hand  them  over  to  the  captains,  as  some 
kind  of  lien  that  the  seamen  will  go  with  them,  and  not 
leave  them  in  a  foreign  port ;  and  whenever  they  quit  the 
employ,  their  protections  are  generally  left,  and  new  ones 
are  to  be  obtained  when  they  go  to  sea  again."  From  the 
returns  which  have  been  made  annually  to  the  Department 
of  State,  under  the  law  of  1796,  which  requires  a  return  of 
the  number  of  seamen  registered  as  protected,  it  appears 
that  large  numbers  are  registered,  at  an  ezpenae  of  many 
thousands  of  dollars.  It  is  manifest  that  the  withdrawal 
of  that  amount  was  wholly  unnecessary,  and  peculiarly  op- 
pressive, on  the  part  of  the  Government,  upon  a  class  of  our 
citizens  whose  labors  are  of  a  character  exposing  them  to 
toils  and  dangers  of  no  ordinary  nature,  and  should  shield 
them  from  such  severe  exactions  of  the  Government  under 
which  they  live.  Whether  it  shall  be  deemed  proper  to 
repeal  the  whole  of  the  provisions  relating  to  this  subject, 
there  cannot  be  a  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  destroying 
that  part  of  the  law  which  imposes  fees  on  the  issuing  of 
the  certificates.  Already  the  seamen  are  burdened  suffi- 
ciently with  taxation,  and  have  strong  claims  on  the  Gov- 
ernment for  a  release  from  the  oppression.  The  passports 
which  are  issued  from  the  State  Department  to  persons 
about  to  travel  in  foreign  eountries  are  delivered  gratuitously 
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to  applicants ;  and  there  cannot  be  any  rraBon  why  our 
seamen  should  be  compelled  to  pay  for  their  certificates  of 
citizenship,  more  than  any  other  class  of  our  citizens. 

It  is  a  well-settled  principle  of  international  law,  and 
miintained  by  all  our  statesmen,  that  <<  over  the  individuals 
and  property  within  tho  limits  of  a  sovereign  State,  the 
laws  of  that  State  have  control  and  owe  protection."  The 
vessels  of  every  nation  are  part  of  its  property  ;  she  regu- 
lates them  while  within  her  ports,  and  all  acts  committed, 
and  contracts  entered  into,  while  on  the  high  sea^,  are  re- 
ferred to  the  tribunals  of  Uie  courts  of  that  nation  whose 
flag  the  vessel  may  bear.  In  the  language  of  Kiubcr,  a 
merchant  vessel  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  floating  colony 
of  her  State.  The  flag  of  the  nation  protects  all  who  are 
beneath  it.  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  impropriety  of  grant- 
ing certificates  to  our  own  inhabitants,  while  within  our 
own  territories,  and  yet  we  preserve  a  law  which  makes 
provision  for  a  document  as  unnecessary,  under  the  law  of 
nations,  as  any  document  of  the  same  kind  would  be  to  any 
of  our  inhabitants  within  his  own  home.  Not  more  sa- 
cred should  be  the  home  of  the  landsman  than  the  vessel  of 
the  mariner  in  that  respect.  Both  are  eiiually  entitled  to 
the  protection  of  the  Government,  and  one  ought  not  to  be 
burdened  with  tho  evidence  of  his  citizenship  more  than 
the  other ;  more  especially  as  the  protection  is  the  evi- 
dence of  our  weakness  in  the-  earlier  age  of  the  nation. 
The  practice  of  impressment  was  adopted  by  Great  Britain 
when  she  was  engaged  in  the  navfd  gigantic  wars  which 
have  ever  disturbed  the  peace  oi  the  world.  She  insisted 
that,  under  an  imprescriptible  custom,  the  King  had  a 
right  to  the  services  of  all  his  subjects,  and  that  any  nation 
which  employed  them  exposed  their  vessels  to  tlie  search 
of  the  British  vessels  of  war.  In  no  treaty,  or  in  any  work 
upon  tho  law  of  nations,  can  any  authority  be  found  for 
such  a  practice.  Lord  Csstlcresgb  put  it  on  the  common- 
law  right  of  tho  King  to  command  the  services  of  his  sub- 
jects, and  thai  ihe  allegiance  which  was  due  from  a  native 
citizen  never  coukl  be  shaken  off.  The  consequence  of  this 
position,  as  asserted  by  our  statesmen,  must  bo  that  every 
municipal  law,  every  regulation  which  might  operate  with- 
in the  territories  of  a  nation,  must  be  binding  upon  all 
other  nations  at  sea.  The  inevitable  result  might  lie,  that, 
if  a  nation  thought  proper  to  make  regulations  with  regard 
to  certain  articles,  (not  even  contraband  of  war,)  and  make 
them  liable  to  seizure  on  board  of  a  vessel  bearing  a  neu- 
tral flag,  that  those  neutral  vessels  must  submit  not  only 
to  seardi,  but  to  seizure  and  to^confiscation  on  the  high 
seas. 

A  retrospect  of  the  course  pursued  by  this  country  will 
show  with  what  zeal  the  statesmen  who  have  been  engaged 
in  carrying  on  tho  foreign  negotiations  of  this  country 
have  sustaiued  tho  cause  of  the  freedom  of  the  seas,*  of  the 
rights  of  neutrals,  of  the  want  of  authority  to  sustain  the 
practice  of  impressment,  and,  above  all,  tlie  ability  with 
which  they  have  insisted  on  the  power  of  the  flag  to  be  tlie 
xgis  of  protection  of  American  seamen,  and  American 
property,  on  the  high  seas.  Mr.  Madison  in  1806,  in 
writing  to  Mr.  Monroe,  then  in  London,  examined  the 
whole  question  of  impressment.  He  insisted  that  a  neutral 
flag,  on  the  high  seas,  should  he  a  safeguard  to  those  sail- 
ing it.  He  assumes  the  position  that,  under  the  law  of 
nations,  the  right  of  searching  for,  and  seizing  on,  subjects 
of  foreign  countries,  except  tliose  in  the  military  service  of 
a  country,  does  not  exbt.  That  justice  and  virtue  forbid 
tho  exercise  of  a  right  which  gives  to  an  officer  of  a  vessel 
the  power  of  determining  on  Uie  rights  of  a  citizen,  with- 
out even  the  forms  of  a  trial,  which  is  secured  under  the 
code  of  civilized  nations  to  the  enrolled  amount  of  proper- 
ty. Speaking  of  the  protection,  he  says :  «*  That  the  cer- 
tificate called  a  protection  to  American  seamen  is  not 
meant  to  protect  them  under  their  own,  or  even  any  other 
neutral  flag,  on  the  high  seas.*'     He  can  never  admit  that,^ 


in  such  situations,  any  other  protection  is  required  for  them 
than  tho  neutral  flag  itself  on  the  high  seas.  He  says 
'*  that  the  .protection  is  given  to  be  useful  to  them  within 
tlie  jurisdiction  of  foreign  Powers." 

Great  Britain,  in  1803,  by  her  ministers,  yielded  in  full 
this  great  point.  Lord  Hawkesbury,  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  fact;  admitted  the  rights  of  our  flag,  by  assenting 
to  ^Ir.  King's  proposition  forbidding  impressment  on  the 
high  seas.  Lord  St.  Vincent,  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, also  assented,  but  aflervirards,  on  consultation  with 
Sir  "William  Scott,  an  exception  in  favor  of  the  narrow  seas 
was  inserted.  This  exception  was  wholly  untenable.  The 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain  did  not  extend  to 
those  seas.  Her  claim  was  of  no  higher  value  than  that  of 
any  other  nation.  Her  only  pretext  was  the  common-law 
claim  of  the  sovereign  to  the  services  of  his  subjects,  at  all 
times  and  places.  Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State,  wri- 
ting to  our  plenipotentiaries  for  treating  of  peace,  (April  15, 
1813,)  stated  that  our  Government  had  passed  a  law  on 
tlie  subject  of  seamen.  By  that  law,  no  British  subject 
could  be  engaged  as  a  seamtm  on  board  of  our  vessels,  pri- 
vate or  public,  without  producing  to  the  collector,  or  com- 
mander of  the  vessel,  a  certified  copy  of  the  act  by  which 
he  was  naturalized.  Five  years'  continued  residence  was 
required  as  a  condition  precedent  to  citizenship.  After 
naturalization,  he  remarked  that  the  native  and  odopted 
citizen  stood  on  the  same  footing  by  our  laws.  Of  the 
right  io  be  exempt  from  impressment,  he  insisted  tliat  the 
practice  was  utterly  repugnant  to  the  law  of  nations,  as 
unsupported  by  any  treaty  with  any  nation,  never  was  ac- 
quiesced in  by  any,  and  that  a  submission  to  it  seemed  to 
be  sacrificing  the  natural  rights  of  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Adams,  in  1816,  had  an  interview  with  Lord  Castlereagh 
on  the  subject  of  the  impressment  of  our  seamen.  Mr. 
Adams,  anxious  to  obtain  some  settlement  of  the  question 
on  honorable  terms,  pointed  out  to  Lord  Castlereagh  the 
measure  of  Congress  restricting  our  vessels  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  evident,  from  the  remarks  of  Castle- 
reagh, that  from  the  passage  of  that  law  he  adduced  an  argu- 
ment against  any  stipulation  on  the  part  of  tlie  Government 
of  Great  Britain.  He  remarked,  that  if  our  law  was  carried 
out,  there  would  be  no  seamen  on  board  of  American  vessels  to 
take,  and  the  practice  of  taking  them  would  cease  of  course. 
Mr.  Adam*s,  in  his  communication  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  properly  observes  '*  that  the  practice  will  not  be 
tolerated  by  a  nation  of  the  strength  and  resources  to  which 
the  United  States  are  ri»ng.  It  cannot  be  too  forcibly 
urged  upon  their  conviction,  that  the  only  means  of  pro- 
tecting their  seafiiring  men  will  consist  in  the  energy  with 
which  their  rights  shall  be  asserted." 

Mr.  Adams,  in  1818,  in  writing  to  Messrs.  GrallaUn  and 
Rush,  then  in  London,  on  the  subject  of  a  proposition 
which  had  been  made  to  enter  into  some  arrangement  as  to 
impressments,  remarked :  «  The  second  proposal  (that  Brit- 
ish officers  entering  our  vessels,  for  purposes  warranted  by 
the  laws  of  nations,  should  be  authorized  to  call  for  the  list 
of  the  crew ;  and  if  they  should  find,  or  suspect,  an  English- 
man to  bo  on  board,  to  make  a  record  of  the  fact,  for  the 
purpose  of  remonstrance  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States)  is,  in  the  view  of  the  President,  still  more  objec- 
tionable. In  the  first  place,  the  distrust  that  it  implies  that 
the  law  for  excluding  British  seamen  will,  though  stipulated, 
not  be  faitlifuUy  executed,  is  not  warranted  by  any  experi- 
ence, nor  can  this  Government  give  countenance  to  it  by  as- 
senting to  any  stipulation  which  could  be  considered  as  result- 
ing from  it"  He  then  states :  <*  It  was  not  expressl^asked 
by  Lord  Castlereagh  in  his  proposal,  as  reported  by  Mr. 
Rush,  that  the  officer,  in  calling  for  the  shipping  papers, 
should  also  have  the  power  of  mustering  the  crew,  to  examine 
them,  by  comparison,  with  the  list ;  but,  as  the  mere  view 
of  the  list  would  be  useless,  unless  coupled  with  that  pow- 
er, we  consider  it  as  having  been  intended  to  have  been  in- 
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claded  in  the  proposal.  And  thi«  very  inspection  of  the 
crews  of  our  vessels  hy  a  foreign  officer  has  been  found 
among  the  most  grievous  and  insulting  aggravations  of  the 
practice  of  impressment.  The  tendency,  he  insists,  would 
be  to  produce  altercation  between  commanders.  The  bus- 
pectad  seamen  must  have  a  right  as  well  as  the  suspecting 
officer.  There  would  be  no  tribunal  to  judge  between 
them,  and  the  consequent  cause  of  collision  between  the 
two  nations  ;*'  and  yet  has  not  the  protection  system  been 
yielding  these  very  points  t  Do  we  not  make  our  seamen 
ofier  themselves  to  be  examined  ?  Is  not  the  practice  open 
to  all  the  objections  advanced  with  such  force  and  ability 
by  the  Secretary  of  Slate  1 

Destined  as  this  country  is  to  maintain  a  high  rank 
amongst  the  maritime  nations  of  the  world,  it  becomes  it 
to  occupy  that  position,  with  regard  to  the  high  seas,  which 
will  not,  in  any  way,  affect  the  great  principles  of  interna- 
tional law.  In  all  our  foreign  policy,  we  have  endeavored 
to  enlarge  the  charities  of  the  law  of  nations :  to  insist  up- 
on the  strictest  rules  with  reference  to  a  state  of  war,  and 
to  carry  out  the  principle  that  in  that  state  belligerants 
ought  not  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  neutrals,  so  long 
M  they  do  not  aid,  in  any  manner,  either  of  the  hostile 
parties.  The  commerce  of  this  country  is  seeking  every 
ocean ;  our  seamen  are  exposed  at  every  point ;  and  it  is 
questionable  whether,  by  having  upon  our  statute  book  a 
Uw  which  admits  that  protection  to  our  seamen  may  be 
useful,  and  even  necessary,  we  arc  not  inviting  a  principle 
which,  by  course  of  time,  may  operate  to  the  disadvantage 
of  our  seamen.  We  ought  to  inquire,  what  papers  are  ne- 
cessary under  the  law  of  nations  ?  As  part  of  the  civilized 
portion  of  the  world,  bound  by  that  code,  we  should  con- 
form to  its  regulations,  but  should  not  go  beyond  them. 
What  are  the  documents  required  7 

1.  Tke  passport,  tea  briefs  or  aea  letter. — ^Thf«  is  a 
permission  from  the  neutral  State  to  the  captain  or  master 
of  the  ship  to  proceed  on  the  voyage  proposed,  and  usually 
contains  his  name  and  residence  ;  the  name,  property,  de- 
scription, tonnage,  and  destination,  of  the  ship ;  the  nature 
and  quantity  of  the  cargo  ;  the  place  from  whence  it  comen, 
and  its  destination,  with  such  other  matters  as  the  practice 
of  the  place  requires. 

2.  The  proofs  of  property  —These  ouglit  to  show  that 
the  ship  really  belongs  to  the  subjects  of  a  neutral  State ; 
(this  is  shown  by  our  register. )  If  she  appear  to  be  cither 
belligcrant  or  to  have  been  built  in  the  enemy's  country, 
proof  is  generally  required  that  she  was  purchased  by  the 
neutral  before,  or  captured,  and  legally  condemned,  and 
sold  to  the  neutral,  after  the  declaration  of  war ;  and,  in  the 
latter  case,  the  bills  of  sale,  prnpprly  authenticated,  ought 
to  be  produced. 

3.  The  muster  ro//.— This,  which  the  French  call 
role  d^ equipage f  contains  the  names,  ages,  quality,  place 
of  residence,  and,  above  all,  the  place  of  birtky  of  every  per- 
son of  the  ship's  company.  This  document  is  of  great  use 
in  ascertaining  a  ship's  neutrality. 

4.  The  charter  party. — When  the  ship  is  chartered, 
this  instrument  serves  to  authenticate  many  of  the  facts  on 
which  the  truth  of  her  neutrality  must  rest,  and  should 
therefore  be  always  found  on  board  chartered  ships. 

A.  The  bills  of  lading. — By  these,  the  captain  ac- 
knowledges the  receipt  of  the  goods  specified  therein,  antl 
promises  to  deliver  them  to  the  consignee  or  his  order. 

6.  The  invoices. — These  contain  the  particulars  and 
prices  pf  each  parcel  of  goods,  with  the  amount  of  the 
freight,  duties,  and  other  charges  thereon,  which  are  usual- 
ly transmitted  from  the  shippers  to  their  factors  or  con- 
signees. 

7.  The  l^  book  or  ship's  journal. — This  contains  a 
minute  account  of  the  ship's  course,  with  a  short  history  of 
every  occurrence  during  the  voyage. 

8.  JU  bill  of  Aeo/^A,— This  is  a  certificate,  properly 


authenticated,  that  the  ship  comes  from  a  place  where  no 
contagious  distemper  prevails ;  and  that  none  of  the  crew, 
at  the  time  of  her  departure,  were  infected  with  any  such 
disorder.  These  documents  are,  on  reference,  found  to  be 
important  and  necessary.  When  a  vessel  of  the  United 
States  is  found  with  these  documents,  nothing  more  can  be 
required  of  her,  and  any  legislation  which  admits  the  ne- 
cessity of  further  proof  must  be  tolerated  at  the  sacrifice  of 
that  equality  which  we  should  maintain  with  the  other 
neutral  Powers  of  the  world. 

The  great  principle  of  the  inviolability  of  a  neutral  flag 
is  one  in  which  this  country,  as  a  commercial  nation,  is 
deeply  interested.  No  position  which  yields  the  principle 
that  the  high  seas  are  not  common  to  all,  that  on  the  ocean 
one  Power  has  authority  over  another,  can  ever  be  acqui- 
esced in.  Desirous  as  we  must  be  of  maintaining  the 
rights  of  neutrals,  we  ought  never  to  contract  the  already 
limited  privileges  they  enjoy  under  the  law  of  nations. 
From  our  character  as  a  naUon,  from  the  policy  which 
ought  to  distinguish  our  movements,  it  is  expected  that  we 
should  not  be  disposed  to  submit  to  shackles  which  would 
tend  to  derogate  from  our  character,  and  expose  our  sea- 
men to  investigations  and  trbls  unknown  to  the  seamen  of 
every  other  country.  While  we  admit  that  the  right  of 
search  during  a  state  of  war  exists,  we  can  go  no  further 
than  to  sny  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  master  of  a  vessel  to 
produce  his  documents  to  support  his  neutral  character, 
and  that  those  documents  arc  the  register,  the  passport, 
sea  letter,  muster  roll,  log  book,  charter  party,  invoice,  and 
bill  of  lading  These  papers  are  tlie  extent  to  which  a 
belligerant  can  go ;  but  under  no  part  of  intematioiial  lav 
can  particular  protections  be  demanded  for  the  individual» 
on  board  of  the  vessel.  The  role  d'equipage  contains  all 
that,  under  the  law  of  nationf(,  can  be  demanded  as  to  the 
ship's  company ;  and  to  acquiesce  in  that  rule,  and  to  ad- 
vance no  further,  ought  to  be  the  present  policy  of  U»c 
United  States. 

Ujjon  a  review  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  law 
of  1796  was  pass^cd,  it  cannot  but  be  believed  that  the  pe- 
riod has  pafjsed  when  it  was  necessary  to  continue  the  pres- 
ent law.  It  is  evident  that,  during  a  time  when  the  mari- 
time nations  of  the  world  arc  at  peace,  it  is  useless ;  that 
ilB  existence  renders  the  opinion  prevalent  that  a  necessity 
exists  for  obtaining  protections  ;  and  that  if  difficulty  should 
again  occur,  this  legislation  might  be  adduced  in  a  manner 
disadvantageous  to  our  interests,  and  prejudicial  to  the 
glory  and  national  elevation  of  the  country.  TYie  period 
which  found  uts  without  a  navy,  and  encumbered  with 
debt,  has  passed  away  ;  and  with  that  period  ought  to  van- 
ish the  legislation  which  was  the  consequence  of  that  situ- 
ation. I'he  present  period  is  peculiarly  auspicious  to  pro- 
claim the  principle  that  the  flag  of  the  Union  shall  be  the 
protection  of  tho?e  who  tread  the  deck  of  an  American  ves- 
sel. The  repeal  of  this  law  cannot  in  any  manner  affect 
our  relations  with  fore'gn  Powers.  But  one  nation  has  in- 
sisted on  the  ri^yht  of  impressment,  and  this  she  has  only 
exercised  when  engaged  in  naval  warfare  with  other  na- 
tions. At  a  period  when  she  is  at  peace  it  is  proposed  to 
repeal  it;  and  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that,  with  the 
sincere  feeling  of  amity  which  exists  between  the  two 
countries,  some  arrangement  may  be  entered  into  where- 
by this  subject  may  disposed  of  to  ihe  advantage  of  both 
parties.  Not  only  the  great  interests  which  connect  u», 
but  also  the  common  language  which  binds  us,  and  the 
dictates  of  reason,  of  hmnanity,  and  sound  policy,  ought  to 
induce  an  amicable  and  happy  adjustment  of  this  disturb- 
ing point.  In  the  kind  office  which,  within  the  last  year, 
that  Government  proffered  its  services,  may  bo  s.  en  the 
best  evidence  of  its  feelings  towards  this  country  ;  and  we 
cannot  but  indulge  the  hope  that  the  same  spirit  may  be 
continued,  until  it  shall  remove  every  trace  of  a  question 
which  has  heretofore  been  a  point  of  difference. 
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The  resiilt  of  an  examuation  of  the  questions  submitted 
must  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  law  of  1796  ought 
not  to  remain  upon  our  statute  book ;  because  it  has  not 
answered  the  original  purpose  of  its  framers,  and  preserves 
a  system  unknown  to  the  maritime  nations  of  the  world. 

It  has  introduced  a  regulation  productive  of  frauds.  It 
places  our  seamen  under  an  obligation  to  obtain  documents 
wholly  useless,  and  at  tbe  same  tune  expensive.  It  is  ob- 
jected to  by  the  most  prominent  statesmen  in  the  nation, 
and  in  tbe  opinion  of  our  public  agents  unnecessary. 

It  has  been,  and  might  be,  claimed  as  an  admission  of 
the  right,  put  forward  by  Great  Britain,  to  seize  all  our  sea- 
men who  have  not  the  protections. 

The  interests  of  the  nation  require  that  the  rights  of  neu- 
trals  should  be  maintained,  and  the  honor  of  the  country 
demands  that  the  flag  of  the  country  shall  be  inviolate,  and 
the  only  protection  of  those  who  place  themselves  under  it. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  some  of  our  pub- 
lie  agents,  it  has  been  deemed  not  improper  to  grant  to  our 
seamen  a  document  which  will,  in  a  foreign  land,  aflbid 
them  evidence  of  their  citizenship,  and  at  the  same  time 
entitle  them,  under  our  own  laws,  to  certain  advantages. 
A  law  which  shall  place  pur  seamen  on  a  footing  with  the 
rest  of  our  citixens  passing  into  foreign  countries,  and  who 
now  procure  passports,  may  not  be  open  to  objections,  par- 
ticularly to  those  made  to  protections ;  while,  at  the  same 
time,  the  passport  might  have  some  effect  with  our  consuls 
and  the  officers  of  customs.  It  is  prqposed  to  direct  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  transmit  to  the  collectors  passports,  in 
the  same  manner  tiiat  the  Treasury  Department  now  trans- 
mits registers  of  vessels.  No  passport  to%e  issued  unless 
signed  by  the  collector.  At  our  custom-houses,  proper 
officers  will  examine  our  citizens,  and  deliver  the  passport 
to  those  who  may  wish  to  obtain  the  document. 

Under  the  law  of  March  8,  1813,  <*  for  the  regulation  of 
seamen  on  board  the  public  and  private  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,*'  the  President  can  make  and  promulgate  regu- 
lations as  to  the  mode  of  obtaining  evidence  of  citizenship. 
The  main  object  will  be  to  grant  to  the  mariner  who  de- 
sires it  this  evidence  of  his  being  an  American  citizen,  in 
the  same  manner  with  other  citizens,  and  to  relieve  the 
sailor  of  a  tax  which  he  is  now  subjected  to.  A  bill  em- 
bracing these  points  b  herewith  submitted. 
-  Whether  the  House,  at  the  present  session,  will  decide 
upon  the  question,  or  not,  the  committee  are  satisfied  that 
the  subject  is  one  which  ought  to  be  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  country.  A  description  of  its  merits  will  bring 
forth  the  opinions  of  the  nation  on  a  point  of  vital  impor- 
tance to  the  wellmre  of  a  highly  meritorious  and  useful  por- 
tion of  our  citizens,  and  a  matter  particularly  interesting  to 
the  country,  when  viewed  in  connexion  with  our  national 
character  and  independence. 


HARBORS  AND  RIVERS. 

House  of  Represeittativsb, 

January  31,  1837. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  means,  made  the  following  report: 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  submitted  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a 
report  explanatory  of  the  unproductive  yet  growing  ex- 
penditures of  the  Government  upon  harbors  and  rivers,  and 
expressive  of  serious  doubts  of  the  policy  of  following  out 
this  branch  of  the  public  service,  unless  some  more  certain 
and  efficient  and  economical  system  for  conducting  it  could 
be  devised.  The  experience  of  another  year  upon  the  sub- 
ject, written  out  in  the  progress  reported  as  having  been 
made  in  the  several  works  of  the  denomination  mentioned 
during  that  period,  and  in  the  estimates  submitted  for  their 
continuance,  in  no  degree  alters  the  conclusion  of  the  com- 


mittee, expressed  in  their  before-named  report,  that  « the 
system  is  expensive,  and  yet  feeble ;  flattering,  and  yet  un- 
certain, in  ail  its  operations  and  results,  unless  it  be  viewed 
only  with  reference  to  its  fitness  to  the  purposes  of  the  in- 
dividual wealth  and  profit  of  the  agents  and  contractors  im- 
mediately concerned.*'  The  bill  submitted  to  the  House 
by  the  committee  at  the  last  session,  entitled  <<  A  bill  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  annually  certain  in- 
formation relating  to  works  of  internal  improvement,"  and 
still  pending  before  the  House,  is  believeid  to  be  well  cal- 
culated to  secure  to  the  Government  much  needful  and  use- 
ful information  respecting  this  branch  of  expenditures,  and 
not  heretofore  reported  to  the  Engineer  department.  And 
it  is  due  to  the  principal  officer  of  that  department  to  say 
that  the  suggestions  of  that  bill  have  been,  in  the  main, 
adopted  and  enforced  by  him  during  the  past  year  upon  the 
officers  and  agents  who  superintended  the  public  works  un- 
der him,  and  the  advantages  of  this  course  are  already  bc- 
gini!lng  to  be  realized.  But,  notwithstanding  the  great 
additional  responsibility  and  accountability,  on  the  part  of 
subordinates,  thus  imparted  to  this  branch  of  expenditureB, 
the  great  and  inherent  evils  of  the  system,  expanded  as  it 
has  been,  have  not  been  cured,  and  are  perhaps  incurable. 
At  all  events,  they  must  probably  be  borne  until  Congress 
shall  resolve  to  confine  the  operations  of  the  Government 
to  such  improvements  as  are  of  the  first  magnitude,  and  of 
urgent  necessity  to  the  commerce  of  the  lakes  an<]  seaboard, 
and  to  leave  those  of  a  secondary  and  still  less  important 
order  to  be  accomplished  by  the  energies  of  the  State  Gov- 
ernments, which  can  better  appreciate  the  utility  of  them, 
or  to  individual  enterprise.  It  is  not  easily  seen  why  in- 
dividual wealth  and  enterprise  may  not  combine  and  direct 
their  efforts  to  the  execution  of  such  works  of  general  ben- 
efit upon  the  chores  of  our  interior  lakes,  and  upon  the 
margins  of  rivers  susceptible  of  improvement,  and  which 
fall  short  of  national  importance,  and  derive  such  remuner- 
ation from  their  use  as  is  awarded  to  capital  invested  in 
other  works  of  public  and  local  utility — say  tumpikos, 
bridges,  locks,  and  canals.  Without  some  curtailment  by 
Congress  of  the  class  of  works  already  projected  as  recipi- 
ents of  its  bounty,  and  without  a  decisive  limitation  of  its 
appropriations  to  works  that  may  justly  be  denominated  of 
the  first  magnitude,  and  of  imperious  necessity  too,  it  re- 
quires no  spirit  of  prophecy  to  predict  that  the  operations 
of  the  civil  engineer  department  will,  in  a  very  few  years, 
rival  in  expenditures,  and  numerical  strength  of  agents  and 
operativee,  -  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  constitute  a  more  alarming  branch  of  public  pat- 
ronage than  is  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  the  Government. 
From  the  peculiar  nature  of  their  expenditures,  corruption, 
favoritism,  and  peculation,  may  be  reduced  to  system  more 
successfully  in  them  than  in  almost  any  other  branch  of 
the  civil  administration. 

No  two  works  are  dependent  upon  the  same  calculations, 
because  of  the  differences  of  their  location^  and  in  the  lo- 
cality and  nature  of  the  material  with  whidi  they  are  con- 
structed, and  because  of  numerous  other  considerations  that 
enter  into  the  account ;  and  since  all  the  results  are  neces- 
sarily dependent,  in  the  main,  upon  mere  estimates,  these 
may  be  excessive,  or  prove,  inaccurate,  from  positive  design, 
and  without  a  betrayal  of  the  motives  influencing  them,  to 
an  extent  that  can  attach  either  censure  or  punishment, 
however  they  may  be  merited.  And  so  flattering  to  pop- 
ular expectation  is  every  local  improvement,  canied  on  at 
the  expense  of  the  Federal  Government,  that  the  gros&cst 
abuses  are  more  readily  submitted  to,  in  such  expenditures, 
by  whole  communities  interested,  than  is  the  smallest  ex- 
travagance in  matters  that  fall  immediate^  upon  them- 
selves for  support. 

The  representative  himself  seklom  feels  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  encounter  or  thwart  a  strong  incliuation  of  the  popular 
will  of  his  district  to  be  satisfied  with  appropriations  that 
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purport  to  be  for  its  benefit,  though  penaadod  that  thej 
are  both  useless  and  unavailing  in  fact,  and  expended  also 
without  due  regard  to  economy. 

In  confirmation  of  the  views  here  advanced  of  the  ex- 
pensive tendency  of  this  branch  of  the  National  Government 
and  federal  patronage,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  refer  the 
House  to  such  data  as  are  furnished  in  the  appropriation 
bills  of  late  years,  for  harbors  and  rivers  alone. 

In  1834  the  appropriation  amounted  to  f  100,000 


1825 

do 

do 

11,000 

1836 

do 

do 

85,320 

1827 

do 

do 

82,176 

18:28 

do 

do 

313,313 

1839 

do 

do 

139,493 

1830 

do 

do 

367,114 

1831 

do 

do 

445,474 

1833 

do 

do 

745,686 

1833 

do 

do 

495,600 

1834 

do 

do 

639,956 

1835 

do 

do 

502,257 

1836 

do 

do 

1,786,884 

And  for  1837,  the  sum  of  two  millions  three  hundred  and 
twenty-one  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars  is 
asked  by  the  Engineer  department,  to  conduct  those  works 
only  that  have  been  commenced,  and  exclusive  of  appro- 
priations for  new  works. 

The  committee  arc  of  opinion  that  such  an  appropria- 
tion is  largely  di^proportioned  to  the  other  expenditures  of 
the  Government,  and  adverse  to  its  economical  administra- 
tion. It  should  awaken  Congress  to  serious  reflection  up- 
on the  policy  of  a  system  thus  expensive.  The  committee 
have  graduated  the  appropriations  to  the  several  works,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  information  they  can  acquire  relative 
to  the  several  interests  involved.  It  would  seem  to  be  very 
desirable  that  the  department  having  charge  of  this  branch 
of  expenditure  should  adopt  some  metliod  of  classifying  all 
the  works  now  in  progress,  and  all  that  may  be  instituted 
under  its  charge,  according  to  their  relative  importance, 
somewhat  in  the  manner  that  the  military  fortifications  in 
the  course  of  construction,  or  that  have  been  projected, 
have  been  classified  in  former  years;  that  those  may  bo 
com])leted,  at  an  early  day,  which  are  of  primary  necessity ; 
and  the  remdnder  be  conducted  forward,  thereafter,  as  the 
resources  of  the  Government,  public  interest,  and  sound 
economy,  may  dictate.  It  is  believed  entirely  competent 
for  the  department  to  do  this,  and  to  institute  any  other 
salutary  rules  of  conducting  these  works  that  might  be  cal- 
culated to  elucidate  their  worth,  progress,  or  cost,  respect- 
ively, and  enable  Congress  to  judge  more  undeistandingly 
of  each  than  has  yet  been  practicable.  They  involve  vari- 
ous details  that  can  be  judged  of  accurately  only  by  com- 
parison with  each  other,  in  connexion  with  the  geographi- 
cal and  commercial  data  from  which  they  respectively  de- 
rive importance ;  and  too  great  vigilance  cannot  be  called 
into  requisition,  by  the  department,  in  the  collation  of  them 
for  the  use  and  information  of  Congress. 

The  committee  report  a  bill  of  appropriations,  for  the 
year  1887,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  the  sum  of  nine 
hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-five 
dollars. 

MR.  STEVENSON'S  APPOINTMENT. 


Mr 


In  Sehatx,  March  3,  1836. 

^^y»  from  tht  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
submitted  the  following  report  .• 
The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  nomination  of  Andrew  Stevenson,  of  Virginia, 
as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  and  Envoy  Extraordinary 
to  Great  Bntain,  have,  according  to  order,  had  the  same 
under  consideration!  and  now  beg  leave  to  report  : 


That,  on  the  30th  of  May,  1834,  Andrew  Stevenson 
was  nominated  for  the  same  office,  and  on  the  24th  of  the 
succeeding  month  he  was  rejected  by  the  Senate;  that 
Martin  Van  Buren,  of  New  York,  had  been  previously 
nominated  for  the  same  office,  and,  on  the  25th  of  January, 

1833,  had  been  rejected  by  the  Senate ;  that  it  remained 
vacant  from  this  period  until  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Ste- 
venson, and  it  has  continued  vacant  from  the  time  of  his 
rejection.  This  office  has,  therefore,  been  unoccupied  du- 
ring a  term  of  more  than  four  years. 

When  Mr.  Stevenson  was  first  nominated,  he  was 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  which  office  he  resigned  on  the day  of  June, 

1834.  Whilst  that  nomination  was  under  consideratioo, 
it  appeared  to  the  Senate  that  the  Secretary  of  State  had, 
on  the  15th  day  of  March,  1833,  addressed  an  official 
note  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  in  which  the  Secretaiy  said :  "I 
am  directed  by  the  President  to  inform  you,  confidentially, 
that,  as  soon  as  advices  shall  be  received  that  the  British 
Government  consent  to  open  negotiations  with  this^  which 
are  daily  expected,  it  is  his  intention  to  ofier  you  the  place 
of  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  St.  James ;  and 
he  requests  that,  should  this  appointment  be  agreeable  to 
you,  you  would  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  embark  in 
the  course  of  the  summer.  I  congpratulate  you,  sir,  on 
this  mark  of  tlie  President's  confidence. "  This  note  was 
received  by  Mr.  Stevenson ;  but,  if  he  returned  a  direct 
answer,  it  did  not  appear  to  the  Senate. 

Subsequent  to  the  receipt  of  this  note,  in  April,  1833, 
Mr.  Stevenson  was  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives frodf  the  State  of  Virginia,  took  his  seat  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session  of  Congress  in  the  De- 
cember following,  was  elected  Speaker  of  the  House,  and 
continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  office  until  he  re- 
signed it,  as  hereinbefore  stated. 

It  appeared  further  to  the  Senate  that,  shortly  after  Mr. 
Stevenson  received  the  note  of  the  Secretary  of  State  be- 
fore mentioned,  he  had  an  interview  and  consultation  with 
Mr.  Thomas  Ritchie,  his  friend  and  neighbor,  and  the  edi- 
tor of  a  leading  newspaper  supporting  the  administration, 
published  at  Richmond,  in  Virginia,  on  the  subject  of  the 
contents  of  that  note.  In  that  interview,  Mr.  Ritchie^  in 
a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  in  June,  1834,  says, 
it  struck  him  that  the  President  might  appoint  Mr.  Ste- 
venson, in  case  the  contingency  happened  during  the  re- 
cess, and  not  send  him,  but  Mr.  Jjivingston,  to  France. 
**l  suggested  (says  he)  that  these  appointmenU  ought 
not,  and  could  not  be  made,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  You  (Mr. 
Stevenson)  promptly  and  cordially  concurred  in  this  view 
of  the  subject,  and  I  then  determined  to  write  to  a  friend 
in  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  this  view  before 
the  President  himself.  You  approved  of  my  doing  so  i 
and,  in  fact,  we  agreed  perfectly  in  the  course  to  be  taken. 
We  determined  to  take  no  notice  of  Mr.  Livingston's  let- 
ter, to  act  yourself  as  if  no  such  letter  had  been  written ; 
that  it  would  be  best  not  to  offer  to  accept  the  appoint- 
ment if  made  in  the  summer,  and  to  wait  the  action  of  the 
Senate,"  &c. 

In  pursuance  of  the  plan  thus  arranged  between  Mr. 
Stevenson  and  Mr.  Ritchie,  the  latter,  in  March,  1833, 
addressed  two  letters  to  Mr.  W.  B.  Lewis,  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  who  was  the  friend  and  enjoyed  the  confi- 
dence of  the  President,  and  held  the  office  of  Auditor. 
Extracts  from  these  letters  were  furnished  by  Mr.  Lewis, 
and  presented  to  the  Senate  on  the  occasion  of  the  first 
nomination  of  Mr.  Stevenson.  Mr.  Ritchie  says  to  Mr. 
Lewis:  *<I  am  about  to  address  you  on  a  subject  which 
has  caused  much  speculation  among  our  friends,  and  great 
uneasiness  in  ray  bosom.  I  speak  to  you  as  a  friend,  and 
without  the  slightest  reserve.  The  papers  have  recently 
spoken  of  a  batch  of  appointments  which  the  President  is 
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about  to  make,  embracing  the  two  highest  missions  to  Eu- 
ropean courts,  and  the  two  highest  seats  in  his  cabinet.  I 
have  conversed  freely  with  our  friend  Stevenson  upon  ihem, 
and  I  have  this  day  communicated  to  him  my  intention  to 
write  to  you,  and  to  lay  before  you  my  own  views  of  the 
matter. 

*<  We  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  virtue  of  Gen. 
Jackson.  We  have  no  idea  that  be  would  arrogate  to  him- 
self new  powers,  at  the  expense  of  the  other  departments 
of  the  Government.  His  generous  ambition  has  been  fully 
satisfied !  He  has  nothing  more  to  ask  of  his  countiy  than 
her  verdict  of  approbation  when  he  lays  down  the  high  and 
difficult  office  with  which  he  is  intrusted  !  We  all  know 
it,  and  every  candid  individual  admits  it !  We  believe  that 
the  course  he  may  pursue  will  be  with  a  single  eye  to  the 
public  interest.  But  whilst  we  dismiss  all  apprehensions 
that  he  will  designedly  abuse  his  authority,  we  wish,  at  the 
same  time,  that  he  should  do  no  act  which  may  be  plead, 
hereafter,  by  an  unworthy  predecessor,  in  justification  of 
his  acts.  In  this  last  term  of  his  administration,  we  wish 
to  see  no  precedent  set  which  may  be  perverted  in  future 
times ;  we  desire  it  on  our  own  account  as  well  fes  that  of 
our  country.  We  wish  to  see  his  administration  set  in 
glory ;  and  we  wish  to  see  our  country  benefited,  in  all 
time  to  come,  by  his  pure  example.  But  this  cannot  be, 
if  any  error  should  be  commi  ted  against  principle,  even 
from  the  best  of  motives ;  if  any  authority  should  be  as- 
sumed which  does  not  fairly  belong  to  him,  or  even  if  any 
doubtful  power  should  be  exercised  upon  any  delicate 
branch  of  the  constitution,  his  high  popularity  would  only 
make  It  more  current.  One  of  the  highest  powers  which 
attaches  to  the  Executive  is  that  of  appointment ;  over  its 
exercise  is  accordingly  thrown,  and  wisely  thrown,  the 
check  of  concurrence  by  the  Senate.  Now,  sir,  doubts  do 
exist  whether  the  vacancy  in  the  missions  to  London  and 
Paris  did  not  originally  occur  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate. Secondly,  whether  the  vacancy  does  not  still  exist ; 
and,  thirdly,  whether  it  ought  now  ti^be  filled  without  a 
consultation  with  the  Senate." 

The  letters  from  which  these  extracts  were  taken,  hav- 
ing  been  written  expressly  with  a  view  of  being  laid  before 
the  President,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  was  done. 
Their  main  object,  that  of  preventing  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Stevenson  in  the  vacation  of  the  Senate,  was  secured. 
The  President  forbore  to  make  it,  and  waited  until  the 
Senate  assembled  at  the  ensuing  session  before  the  nomi- 
nation was  made. 

It  is  stated  by  the  President,  in  his  message  of  the  13th 
June,  1834,  communicating  the  note  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  that  the  negotiations  to  which  it 
refers  were  commenced  early  in  April,  1833,  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  instead  of  London,  and  as  they  have  been 
since  conducted  here,  no  further  communication  was  made 
to  Mr.  Stevenson.  What  these  negotiations  were  has  not 
been  stated.  Whatever  they  might  have  been,  the  resi- 
dence of  a  minister  of  the  United  States  at  London,  at  all 
times,  is  obviously  proper;  and  that  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Stevenson  diJ  not  depend  upon  any  particular  nego- 
tiations, is  manifest  from  the  fact  of  his  having  been  final- 
ly nominated  to  the  office.  If  the  President  had  abandoned 
all  intention  of  sending  him  to  England,  inasmuch  as  he 
had  been  requested  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  go,  du- 
ring the  summer  of  1833,  and  had  not  declined  the  oflTer, 
he  would  probably  have  been  notified  of  the  change  in  the 
views  of  the  President. 

The  Senate  saw,  therefore,  that  a  promise  of  the  mission 
to  Great  Britain  had  been  communicated  to  Mr.  Stevenson 
on  the  16th  March,  1833.  They  saw  an  indirect  inter- 
vention, with  Mr.  Stevenson's  bnowledge  and  acquies- 
cence, to  prevail  on  the  President  not  to  make  the  appoint- 
ment in  the  vacation  of  the  Senate,  in  accommodation  to 
the  views  of  Mr.  Stevenson  and  his  friend  Mr.  Ritchie. 


They  saw  that  the  President  did  forbear  to  make  the  ap- 
pointment in  the  vacation  of  the  Senate*  And  they  saw 
the  final  execution  of  the  promise,  as  far  as  it  depended 
upon  the  Executive,  by  his  nomination  on  the  80th  May, 
1834.  During  this  long  interval,  he  had  been  elected  by 
the  people  of  a  congressional  district  in  Virginia  as  their 
representative,  ignorant  of  his  having  possession  of  such  an 
officiafpromise ;  he  had  been  elected,  under  like  ignorance^ 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  their  Speaker ;  and, 
in  that  station,  had  performed  all  the  highly  important  du- 
ties incident  to  it.  That  office,  at  all  times  one  of  great 
influence,  possessed  more  than  ordinary  weight  in  the  ses- 
sion of  1838>'4.  The  President,  some  time  before  ito 
commencement,  had  directed  the  public  depositee  to  be 
withdrawn  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  placed 
in  the  local  banks.  That  measure  excited  deep  and  gen- 
eral sensation  throughout  the  countiy  ;  divided  the  people ; 
divided  the  constitutional  advisers  of  the  President;  divided 
Congress,  and  became  a  subject  of  warm  and  animated 
discussion  in  both  Houses.  It  was  at  this  extraordinas^ 
period  that  tha  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
invested  with  the  power  of  appointing  and  arranging  the 
committees  of  the  House,  and  wielding  a  great  influence^ 
secretly  held  a  written  official  promise  of  the  most  impor- 
tant mission  abroad,  every  body  being  ignorant  of  the  fact 
except  himself,  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
a  few  confidential  friends. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances  that  his  nominatron 
came  up  for  consideration  in  the  Senate.  It  is  a  funda- 
mental principle  of  free  Governments,  that,  in  order  to 
preserve  the  purity  of  their  administration,  each  of  the 
three  departmenta  into  which,  according  to  all  safe  maxims, 
they  are  divided,  should  be  kept  independent  of  and  with- 
out the  influence  of  the  others.  But  if  the  head  of  one  of 
those  departmenta  may,  at  a  critical  period,  confidentially 
present,  and  for  a  long  period  of  time  hold  up  to  the  presi- 
ding officer  of  the  popular  branch  of  another,  the  powerful 
inducement  of  a  splendid  foreign  mission,  is  there  not  im- 
minent danger  of  undue  subserviency  t  of  a  failure  of  that 
presiding  officer  faithfully  and  independently  to  discharge 
the  high  duties  of  his  exalted  station  1 

The  Senate  thought  there  was,  and  withheld  ito  advice 
and  consent  to  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Stevenson  as  minis- 
ter to  Great  Britain.  And  now,  after  a  lapse  of  near  two 
years,  with  all  the  circumstances  by  which  his  original 
nomination  was  attended  remaining  in  full  force,  but  with 
considerable  individual  variations  in  the  composition  of  the 
Senate,  the  same  individual  is  again  nominated  by  the 
President  for  the  same  office.  Doubtless  a  place,  more 
than  any  other  foreign  uppointment,  important  to  be  con- 
stantly occupied,  has  not  been  kept  vacant  with  a  view  to, 
or  in  expectation  of,  any  such  variations.  Doubtless,  in 
the  ample  field  for  selection  which  the  intelligence  and 
patriotism  of  near  fifteen  millions  of  people  offer,  some 
mdividual,  equally  well  qualified  with  and  less  exceptiona- 
ble than  Mr.  Stevenson,  might  be  designated  to  represent 
the  United  States  at  the  court  of  St.  James.  Doubtless  no 
personal  feelings  or  wishes  to  achieve  a  triumph  over  the 
Senate  can  have  prompted  the  renewal  of  this  nomination. 

Whatever  may  have  been  ita  motives,  the  committee 
neither  know  nor  have  any  thing  to  do  with  them.  They 
are  not  themselves  aware  of  any  peculiar  fitness  in  Mr. 
Stevenson,  or  any  absolute  necessi^  of  deputing  him.  and 
only  him,  as  the  minister  of  the  United  States  to  Great 
Britain.  In  ordinary  times,  the  fact  of  his  Being  unac- 
ceptable to  a  large  portion  of  the  Senate,  even  if  that  did 
not  constitute  an  actual  msjority,  would  be  regarded  as 
deserving  of  consideration.  In  a  free  Government,  it  should 
be  the  aim  of  those  who  administer  it  to  p^albote  harmony 
in  the  public  councils,  and  satisfaction  amdn^r  the  people. 

The  Senate  of  tha  United  States  is  supposed,  by  the 
theory  of  the  constitution,  to  be  as  five  and  independent  in 
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Um  exerciM  of  in  judgment  on  nominationi  gubmitted  to 
its  conrideration,  as  the  President  is  in  proposing  them. 
Each  of  the  two  components  of  the  appointing  power  acts 
upon  its  own  sense  of  duty,  and  upon  its  own  responsibil- 
ity. The  Senate  has  no  right  to  require  the  President  to 
nominate  any  particolar  individual^  and  the  President  has 
no  right  to  require  the  Senate  to  confirm  any  particular 
nomination.  When  the  Senate  has  c»nce  decked  upon  a 
nomination*  there  ought  to  be  an  end  of  the  matter. 

Prior  to  the  present  administration,  instances  of  reoom- 
inalion  were  rare,  and  are  believed  to  have  occurred  only 
whMi  some  indication  was  given  firom  the  Senate  of  adesire 
that  it  should  take  place.  It  has  of  late  become  much  more 
frequent.  The  practice  is  liable  to  great  abuses.  A  Pres- 
ident disposed  to  advance  fiivorites  to  public  offices,  and 
finding  a  Senate  disagreeing  with  him  as  to  their  fitness, 
may  forbear  for  a  long  time,  to  the  detriment  of  the  public 
service,  to  nominate  any  person  to  fill  them,  until,  firom 
those  changes  of  individual  members  to  which  all  c<41ective 


bodies  are  liable,  a  Senate  happens  to  be  formed  more 
yielding  and  complying.  When  a  nomination  is  once  re- 
jected, the  exact  stete  of  the  votes  of  the  Senate  is  known 
to  the  President ;  and  if  the  practice  of  renomination  is  in- 
dulged, in  process  of  time  there  will  be  danger  of  the  ezistr 
enoe  or  the  imputation  of  corruption.  The  committee 
think  that  the  practice  ought  to  be  resisted ;  that»  when  the 
Senate  has  once  rejected  an  individual  nomination,  the  de- 
cision ought  to  be  held  as  final  and  oonciusive ;  and  that 
it  ought  not  to  confirm  the  nondnation  of  the  sanae  person, 
when  again  made  for  the  same  office,  without  strong  spedal 
cause.  In  the  present  case,  no  such  cause  is  alleged  or 
known  to  exist ;  whilst  aU  the  conaderations  which  for- 
merly opposed  the  confirmalion  of  Mr.  Stevenson  continne 
in  unabated  strength.  The  committee,  therefore,  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  following  reeolutioii : 

Retobfed,  That  the  Senate  do  not  advise  and  consent  to 
the  appointment  of  Andrew  Stevenson  as  rainister  pkaupo- 
tentiaiy  and  envoy  extraordinary  to  Great  Britain. 


LAWS    OF    THE    UNITED    STATES, 

l^ABSII)  AT  THE  SbCOXD  8*g8lOir  0?  TMX   TwEKTT*rOt7llTH  CoSTGBtBB,  WHICH  WAB  BE6t7V  A»l>  HBID  AT  THE  CiTT 

ar  WASHtirfiT02r,  if  the  Dibtbict  of  Columbia,  ow  Mob-sat,  thb  fitth  day  or  Deoembeb,  obe  thovbak© 

KIORT  HUBDBEB  ABO  THIBTT  SIX. 


AN  ACT  to  regulmte,  in  certain  cases,  the  dispoBition  of 
the  proceeda  of  lands  ceded  by  Indian  tribes  to  the  Uni- 
ted Sute& 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  ReprtamtOr 
Uvea  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
hledy  That  all  moneys  received  from  the  Bales  of  lands  that 
have  been,  or  may  be  hereaiier,  ceded  to  the  Uniled  States 
by  Indian  tribes,  by  treaties  providiHg  for  the  inveetment 
or  payment  to  the  Indians,  parties  thereto,  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  lands  ceded  by  them  respectively,  after  deducting 
the  expenses  of  survey  and  sale,  any  sums  stipulated  to  be 
advanced,  and  the  expenses  of  fulfilling  any  engagemenU 
contained  therein,  shall  be  paid  into  the  Trcaauiy  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  same  manner  that  moneys  received 
from  the  sales  of  pulic  lands  are  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all  sums  that 
are  or  may  be  required  to  be  paid,  and  all  moneys  that  are 
or  may  be  required  to  be  invested  by  said  treaties,  are  here- 
by appropriated  in  conformity  to  them,  and  shall  be  drawn 
from  die  Treasury  as  other  public  moneys  are  drawn  there- 
from, under  such  instructions  as  may,  from  time  to  time, 
be  given  by  the  President. 

Sec.  3.  Andbeit  further  enacted.  That  all  investments 
of  stock  that  are  or  may  be  required  by  said  treaties  shall 
be  made  under  the  direction  of  the  Pnsadeot;  and  special 
accounts  of  the  funds  under  the  said  treatiea  shall  be  kept 
at  the  Treasury,  and  statements  thiireof  be  annually  laid 
before  Congress. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  provisions 
of  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  June  14th,  1836,  entiUed 
<<An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  Indian  depart- 
ment," dec,  be,  and  are  hereby,  extended  in  such  manner 
as  to  apply  to  the  disposition  of  all  moneys  that  may  here- 
after be  received  under  the  treaties  therein  named,  or  un- 
der any  others  containing  similar  stipulations  for  the  pay- 
ment to  the  Indians,  annually,  of  interest  upon  the  pro- 
cieeds  d  the  lands  coded  by  tliem. 
Approved  January  9,  1837. 

AN  ACT  making  an  appropriation  for  the  suppression 
of  Indian  hostilities. 

Be  it  enacted,  Src. ,  That  the  fuither  sum  of  two  millions  of 
dolUrs  shall  bo,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to 
defray  any  expenses  which  have  been  or  may  be  incurred 
in  preventing  or  suppressing  the  hostilities  of  any  Indians; 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  conformably  to  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  nineteenth 
of  March  and  the  second  of  July  last,  and  of  the  acts 
therein  referred  to. 

Approved  January  9,  1837. 

AN  ACT  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  es- 
tablishing a  Mint,  and  reguUting  the  coins  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  the  officers  of  the  mint  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  a  director,  a  treasurer,  an  asaayer, 
a  melter  and  refiner,  a  chief  coiner  and  an  engraver,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Sec.  2,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  respective 
duties  of  the  officers  of  the  mint  ahall  be  as  follows: 
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.First  The  director  shall  have  the  control  and  manage- 
ment of  the  mint,  the  superintendence  of  the  officers  and 
persons  employed  Uierein,  and  the  general  regulation  and 
supervision  of  the  business  of  the  several  branches.  And 
in  the  month  of  January  of  every  year,  he  shall  make 
report  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  opera-- 
tions  of  the  mint  and  its  branches  for  the  year  preceding; 
end,  also,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treesuiy,  from  time  to 
time,  as  said  Secretary  shaU  require,  setting  forth  all  the 
operations  of  the  mint  subsequent  to  the  last  report  made 
upon  the  subject. 

Second,  The  treasarer  shall  reoeive,  and  safely  keep, 
all  moneys  which  shall  be  for  the  use  and  support  of  the 
mint;  shall  keep  all  the  euxrent  accounts  of  the  mint,  and 
pay  ail  moneys  due  by  the  mint,  on  warrants  from  the  di- 
rector. He  shsll  receive  all  bullion  brought  to  the  mint 
for  coinage;  shaU  be  the  keeper  of  all  bullion  and  coin  in 
the  mint,  except  while  the  same  is  legally  placed  in  the 
hands  of  other  officers,  and  riiall,  on  warrants  from  the 
director,  deliver  all  coins  struck  at  the  mint,  to  the  persons 
to  whom  they  shaU  be  legally  payable.  And  he  shall  keep 
regular  and  faithful  accounts  of  all  the  transactions  of  tt^ 
mint,  in  bullion  and  coins,  both  with  the  officers  of  the 
mint  and  the  depositors;  and  shall  present,  quarter-yearly, 
to  the  Treasury  D^mitment  of  the  United  States,  accord- 
ing to  such  forms  bb  shall  be  prescribed  by  that  Depart- 
ment, an  account  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
muit,  for  the  purpose  of  being  adjusted  and  settled. 

JTUrd,  The  assayer  shall  carefully  assay  aXL  metids  used 
in  coinage,  whenever  such  assays  are  required  in  the  oper- 
ations of  the  mint;  and  he  shall  also  make  assays  of  coins 
whenever  instructed  to  do  so  by  the  director. 

Fourth.  The  melter  and  refiner  shaU  execute  all  the 
operationB  which  are  necessary  in  order  to  form  ingots  of 
standard  silver  or  gold,  suitable  for  the  chief  coiner,  from 
the  metals  legally  delivered  to  him  for  that  purpose. 

Fifth.  The  chief  coiner  shall  execute  aU  the  operations 
which  are  necessary  in  order  to  form  coins,  conformable  in 
all  respects  to  the  law,  from  the  standard  silver  and  gold 
ingots,  and  the  copper  planchets,  legally  delivered  to  him 
for  this  purpose. 

Sixth  The  engraver  shall  prepare  and  engrave,  with  the 
legal  devices  and  inscriptions,  all  the  dies  used  in  the  coin- 
age of  the  mint  and  its  branches. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  director 
shall  appoint,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President-,  assist- 
ants to  the  assayer,  melter  and  refiner,  chief  coiner,  and 
engraver,  and  clerks  for  the  director  and  treasurer,  when- 
ever, on  representation  made  by  the  director  to  the  President, 
it  sludl  be  the  opinion  of  the  President  that  such  assistants 
or  clerks  are  necessary;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  as- 
sistants to  aid  their  principals  in  the  execution  of  their  re- 
spective offices,  and  of  the  clerks  to  perform  such  duties  as 
shall  be  prescribed  for  them  by  the  director. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  SThat  whenever  any 
officer  of  the  mint  shall  be  temporarily  absent  on  account 
of  sidiness,  or  any  other  sufficient  cause,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  director,  with  the  assent  of  said  officer,  to  appoint 
some  person  attached  to  the  mint  to  act  in  the  place  of  such 
officer  dusing  his  absence,  and  that  the  director  shall  em- 
play  such  workmen  and  servants  in  the  mint  as  he  B&all 
from  time  to  time  find  necessaiy. 
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Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every  officer, 
assistfint,  and  clerk  of  the  mint,  shall,  before  he  enters  upon 
the  execution  of  his  office,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  be- 
fore some  judge  of  the  United  States,  or  judge  of  the  supe- 
rior court  or  any  court  of  record  of  any  State,  &ithfully  and 
diligently  to  perform  the  duties  thoreof. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  following 
officers  of  the  mint,  before  entering  upon  the  execution  of 
their  respective  offices,  shall  become  lK>und  to  the  United 
States,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  sums  he-einafter  mention- 
ed, ^ith  condition  for  the  fiuthful  and  diligent  performance 
of  the  duties  of  their  offices,  viz:  the  treasurer  in  the  sum  of 
ten  thousand  dollars;  the  assayer  in  the  sum  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars;  the  melter  and  refiner  in  the  sum  o(  ten 
thousand  dollars;  and  the  chief  coiner  in  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars.  And  that  similar  bonds  may  also  be  re- 
quired of  the  assistants  and  clerks,  in  such  sums  as  the  di- 
rector shall  determine,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall  be 
allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  mint  Uie  following  salaries  per 
annum:  To  the  director,  for  his  services,  including  travel- 
ling expenses  incurred  in  visiting  the  different  branches, 
and  all  other  charges  whatever,  thme  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars;  to  the  treasurer,  assayer,  melter  and  refiner,  chief 
coiner,  and  engraver,  each,  two  thousand  dollars;  to  the 
assistants  and  derks,  such  annual  salaries  shall  be  allowed 
as  the  director  may  determine,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
President'  Provided,  That  an  assistant  shall  not  receive 
more  than  fifteen  hundred  dollars;*  and  that  a  derk  shall  not 
receive  more  than  twelve  hundred  dollars;  to  the  workmen 
and  servants  shall  be  allowed  such  wages,  to  be  determined 
by  the  director,  as  may  be  customary  and  reasonable,  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  stations  and  occupations;  and 
that  the  salaries  provided  for  in  this  section  shall  be  pay- 
able in  quarterly  instalments. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  standard 
for  both  gold  and  silver  coins  of  the  United  States  shall 
hereafter  be  such,  that  of  one  thousand  parts  by  weight, 
nine  hundred  shall  be  of  pure  metal,  and  one  hundred  of 
alloy;  and  the  alloy  of  the  silver  coins  shall  be  of  copper, 
and  the  alloy  of  the  gold  coins  shall  be  of  copper  and  sil- 
ver, provided  that  the  silver  do  not  exceed  one-half  of  the 
whole  alloy. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  furtlier  enacted^  That,  of  the  silver 
coins,  the  dollar  shall  be  of  the  weight  of  four  hundred  and 
twelve  and  one-half  grains;  the  half  dollar  of  the  weight  of 
two  hundred  and  six  and  one-^fourth  grains;  the  quarter  dol- 
lar of  the  weight  of  one  hundred  and  three  and  one-eighth 
grains;  the  dime,  or  tenth  part  of  a  dollar,  of  the  weight  of 
forty-one  and  a  quarter  grains;  and  the  half  dime,  or  twen- 
tieth part  of  a  dollar,  of  the  weight  of  twenty  g^ns  and 
five-eighths  of  a  grain.  And  the  dollars,  haU;  dollars,  and 
quarter  dollars,  dimes  and  half  dimes,  shall  be  legal  ten- 
ders of  payment,  according  to  their  nominal  value,  for  any 
sums  whatever. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai,  of  the  gold 
coins,  the  weight  of  the  eagle  shall  be  two  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  grains;  that  of  the  half  eagle  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  grains;  and  that  of  the  quarter  eagle  sixty-four 
and  one-half  grains.  And  that,  for  all  sums  whatever,  the 
eagle  shall  be  a  legal  tender  of  payment  for  ten  dollars;  the 
half  eagle  for  five  dollars;  and  the  quarter  eagle  for  two  and 
a  half  dollars. . 

Sed  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  silver  coins 
heretofore  issued  at  the  mint  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
gold  coins  issued  since  the  thirty-first  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four,  shall  continue  to 
be  legal  tenders  of  payment  for  their  nommal  values  on  the 
same  terms  as  if  they  were  of  the  coinage  provided  for  by 
this  act. 


Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  of  the  cupper 
coins,  the  weight  of  the  cent  shall  be  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  grains,  and  the  weight  of  the  half  cent  eighty-four 
grains.  And  the  cent  shall  be  considered  of  the  value  of 
one-hundredth  part  of  a  dollar,  and  the  half  cent  of  the 
value  of  one  two-hundreth  part  of  a  dollar. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  furtfier  enacted.  That  upon  the  cotns 
struck  at  the  mint  there  shall  be  the  following  devices  and 
legends:  upon  one  side  of  each  of  said  coins  there  shall  be 
an  impression  emblematic  of  liberty,  with  an  inscription  of 
the  word  Libbrtt,  and  the  year  of  the  coinage;  and  upon 
the  reverse  of  each  of  the  gold  and  silver  coins,  there  shall 
be  the  figure  or  representation  of  an  eagle,  with  die  inscrip- 
tion United  States  of  America,  and  a  designalion  of  the 
value  of  the  coin;  but  on  the  reverse  of  the  dime  and  half 
dime,  cent  and  half  cent,  the  figure  of  the  eagle  shall  be 
omitted. 

Sec.  H.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  gold  and  silver 
bullion  brought  to  the  mint  for  coinage,  shall  be  iec«.ved 
and  coined,  by  the  proper  officers,  for  the  benefit  of  the  de- 
pontor.  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  to  refuse  at  the 
mint  any  deposite  of  less  value  than  one  hundred  doUars, 
and  any  bullion  so  base  as  to  be  unsuitable  for  the  opera- 
tions of  the  mint:  And  provided,  also.  That  when  gold  and 
silver  are  combined,  if  either  of  these  metals  be  in  such 
small  proportion  that  it  cannot  be  separated  advantageously, 
no  allowance  shall  be  made  to  the  depositor  for  the  value  oif 
such  metal. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  when  bollion 
is  brought  to  the  mint  for  coinage,  it  shall  be  w^gfaed  by 
the  treasurer,  in  the  presence  of  the  depositor,  when  practi- 
cable, and  a  receipt  given,  which  shall  state  the  descriptisB 
and  weight  of  the  bullion:  Provided,  That  when  the  bnllion 
is  in  such  a  state  as  to  require  melting  before  its  vaJne  csn 
be  ascertained,  the  weight  after  melting  shall  be  considered 
as  the  true  weight  of  the  bullion  deposited. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  %  further  enacted.  That  from  ereir 
parcel  of  bullion  deposited  for  coinage,  the  treasurer  afaajl 
deliver  to  the  assayer  a  suffident  portion  for  the  pmpose  of 
being  assayed;  but  all  such  buUion  remaining  from  the  opera- 
ations  of  the  assay  shall  be  returned  to  the  treasorer  by  the 
assayer. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  assayer 
shall  report  to  the  treasurer  the  quality  or  standard  of  the 
bullion  assayed  by  him;  and  he  shall  also  conununicatc  to 
the  treasurer  such  information  as  will  enable  him  to  esti- 
mate the  amount  of  the  charges  hereinafter  provided  for,  to 
bo  made  to  the  depositor,  for  the  expenses  of  converting  the 
bullion  into  standard  metal  fit  for  coinage. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  only  sub- 
jects of  charge  by  the  mint  to  the  deposior  shall  be  the  fol- 
lowing: For  refining  when  the  bullion  is  bdoiw  standard; 
for  toughening  when  metals  are  contained  in  it  which  ren- 
der it  unfit  for  coinage;  for  copper  used  for  alloy  when  the 
bullion  is  above  standard;  for  silver  introduced  into  the  al- 
loy of  gold;  and  for  separating  the  gold  and  stiver  wliea 
these  metals  exist  together  in  the  bullion:  and  that  the  rate 
of  these  charges  shall  be  fixed,  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
director,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, so  as  not  to  exceed,  in  their  judgment,  the  actual  ex- 
pense to  the  mint  of  the  materials  and  labor  employed  in 
each  of  the  cases  aforementioned;  and  that  the  amount  re- 
ceived  from  these  charges  shall  be  aocounted  for,  and  ap- 
propriated for  defraying  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  mint 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  firom  the  report 
of  the  assayer,  and  the  wdght  of  the  bullion,  the  treasurer 
shall  estimate  the  whole  value  of  each  depoeite,  and  also 
the  amonnt  of  the  charges  or  deductions,  if  any;  of  all  which 
he  shall  give  a  detailed  memorandum  to  the  depositor;  and 
he  shall  also  give,  at  the  same  time,  under  hie  hand,  a  ctf- 
tificate  of  the  nett  amount  of  the  deposite,  to  be  paid  iu 
coins  of  the  same  spedes  of  bullion  as  that  deposited. 
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Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  parcels  of  bul- 
lion shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  traiufcrred  by  the  treas- 
urer to  the  melter  and  refiner;  that  a  careful  record  of  these 
transfers,  noting  the  weight  and  character  of  the  bullion, 
shall  be  kept;  and  that  the  bullion  thus  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  melter  and  refiner  shall  be  subjected  to  the  several 
processes  which  may  be  necessary  to  form  it  into  ingots  of 
the  legal  stand^jrd,  and  of  a  quality  suitable  for  coinage. 

8ec.  21 .  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ingots  thus 
prepared  shall  be  assayed  by  the  aasayer,  and  if  they  prove 
to  be  within  the  limits  allowed  for  deviation  from  the  stand- 
ard, they  shall  be  transferred  by  the  melter  and  refiner  to 
the  treasurer,  accompanied  by  the  assayer's  certificate  of 
their  fineness;  and  that  a  careful  record  of  the  transfer  shall 
be  kept  by  the  treasurer. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  ingots  of 
gold  shall  be  used  for  coinage  of  which  the  quality  differs 
more  than  two  thousandths  from  the  legal  standard;  and 
that  no  ingots  of  silver  shall  be  used  for  coinage  of  which 
Ae  quality  differs  more  than  three  thousandths  from  the 
legal  standard. 

Sec.  28.  And'he  it  further  enadcd.  That  in  the  treas- 
urer's account  with  the  melter  and  refiner,  the  melter  and 
refiner  diall  be  debited  with  the  standard  weight  of  ail  the 
bullion  placed  in  his  hands,  that  is  to  say,  with  the  weight 
of  metal  of  legal  standard  fineness  which  it  will  make;  and 
that  he  shall  be  credited  by  the  standard  weight  of  all  the 
ingots  delivered  by  him  to  the  treasurer;  and  that  once  at 
least  in  every  year,  at  such  time  as  the  director  shall  ap- 
point, the  melter  and  refiner  shall  deliver  up  to  the  treas- 
urer all  the  bullion  in  his  possession,  in  order  that  his  ac- 
counts may  be  settled  up  to  that  time;  and,  in  this  settle- 
ment, he  shall  be  entitled  to  a  credit  for  the  difference  be- 
tween the  whole  amount  of  bnllion  delivered  to  him  and 
received  from  him,  since  the  last  settlement,  as  an  allow- 
ance for  necessary  waste:  Provided,  That  this  allowance 
shall  not  exceed  two  thousandths  of  the  whole  amount  of 
gold  and  silver  bullion,  respectively,  that  had  been  deliver- 
ed to  him  by  the  treasurer. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  treasurer 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  deliver  over  to  the  chief  coiner 
ingots  for  the  purpoee  of  coinage;  that  he  shall  keep  a  faith- 
ful record  of  these  transfers,  noting  the  weight  and  descrip- 
tion of  the  ingots;  and  that  the  ingots  thus  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  chief  coiner  shall  be  passed  through  the  several 
processes  necessary  to  make  from  them  coins,  in  all  re- 
spects, conformable  to  law. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  adjusting 
the  weights  of  the  coins,  the  following  deviations  from  the 
standard  weight  shall  not  be  exceeded  in  any  of  the  single 
pieces :  in  the  dollar  and  half  dollar,  one  grain  and  a  hdf ; 
in  the  quarter  dollar,  one  grain;  in  the  dime  and  half 
dime,  hfdf  a  grain;  in  the  gold  coins,  one-quarter  of  a  grain ; 
in  the  copper  coins,  one  grain  in  the  pennyweight;  and 
that,  in  weighing  a  large  number  of  pieces  together,  when 
delivered  frxim  the  chi^  coiner  to  the  treasurer,  and  fix>m 
the  treasurer  to  the  depoeitors,  the  deviations  firom  the 
standard  wdght  shall  not  exceed  the  following  limits :  four 
pennyweights  in  one  thousand  dollars ;  three  penn3rvreights 
in  one  thousand  half  dollars ;  two  pennyweights  in  one 
thousand  quarter  dollars ;  one  pennyweight  in  one  thousand 
dimes ;  one  pennyweight  in  Aousand  half  dimes ;  two  pen- 
nyweights in  one  thousand  eagles ;  one  and  a  half  penny- 
weight in  one  thousand  half  eagles ;  one  pennyweight  in 
one  thousand  quarter  eagles. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  Ac  chief 
coiner  shall,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  c^ins  are  prepared, 
deliver  them  over  to  the  treasurer,  who  shall  keep  a  carefril 
record  of  their  kind,  number,  and  weight ;  that,  in  receiv- 
ing the  coins,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  to  see 
whether  the  coins  .of  that  delivery  are  within  the  legal  lim- 
its of  the  standfud  weight;  and,  if  his  trials  for  this  pur- 


pose shall  not  prove  satisfactory,  he  shall  cause  all  the  coins 
of  this  delivery  to  be  weighed  separately,  and  such  as  are 
not  of  legal  weight  shall  be  delivered  to  the  melter  and  i^ 
finer,  as  standard  bullion,  to  be  again  formed  into  ingots 
and  recoined. 

Sec,  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  at  every  de- 
livery of  coins  made  by  the  chief  coiner  to  the  treasurer,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer,  in  the  presence  of  the  as- 
sayer,  to  take  indiscriminately  a  certain  number  of  pieces 
of  each  variety  for  the  annual  trial  of  coins,  (the  number 
being  prescribed  by  the  director,)  which  shall  be  carefully 
labelled,  and  deposited  in  a  chest  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
pose, kept  under  the  joint  care  of  the  treasurer  and  assay- 
er,  and  so  secured  that  neither  can  have  access  to  its  con- 
tents without  the  presence  of  the  other. 

Sec.  28.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  chief  coin- 
er shall,  from  time  to  time,  deliver  to  the  treasurer  the  clip- 
pings and  other  portions  of  bullion  remaining  after  the  pro- 
cess of  coining,  and  that  the  treasurer  shall  keep  a  careful 
record  of  their  amount. 

Sec.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  the  treas- 
urer's account  with  the  chief  coiner,  the  chief  coiner  shall 
be  debited  with  the  amount  in  weight  of  standard  metal  of 
all  the  bullion  placed  in  his  hands,  and  credited  with  the 
amount,  also  hy  weight,  of  all  the  coins,  clippings,  and 
other  bullion  delivered  by  him  to  the  treasurer ;  and  that 
once  at  least  in  every  year,  at  such  time  as  the  director  - 
shall  appoint,  the  chief  coiner  shall  deliver  to  the  treasurer 
all  the  coins  and  bullion  in  his  possession,  ao  that  his  ac- 
counts may  be  settled  up  to  that  time ;  and  in  this  settle- 
ment he  shall  be  entitled  to  a  credit  for  the  difference  be- 
tween the  whole  amount  of  the  ingots  delivered  to  him,  and  of 
the  coins  and  bullion  received  from  him,  since  the  last  set- 
tlement, as  an  allowance  for  necessary  waste :  Provided, 
That  this  allowance  shall  not  exceed  two  thousandths  of 
the  whole  amount  of  the  silver,  or  one  and  one-half  thou- 
sandth of  the  whole  amount  of  the  gold,  that  had  been  de- 
livered to  him  by  the  treasurer. 

Sec.  30.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  when  the  coins 
which  are  the  equivalent  to  any  deposite  of  bullion  are 
ready  for  delivery,  they  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  depositor, 
or  his  order,  by  die  treasurer,  on  a  warrant  from  the  direct- 
or; and  the  payment  shall  be  made,  if  demanded,  in  the 
order  in  which  the  bullion  shall  have  been  brought  to  the 
mint,  giving  priority  according  to  priori^  of  deposite  only, 
and  thai,  in  the  denominations  of  coin  delivered,  the  treasu* 
rer  shall  comply  with  the'wishes  of  the  depositor,  unless 
when  impracticable  or  inconvenient  .to  do  so ;  in  which 
case  the  denominations  of  coin  shall  be  designated  by  the 
director. 

Sec.  31.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  the  mint  to  make  returns  to  depositors 
with  as  little  delay  as  posable,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  keep  in  the  said  mint,  when 
the  state  of  the  Treasury  will  admit  thereof,  a  deposite  of 
such  amount  of  public  money,  or  of  bullion  procured  for 
the  purpose,  as  he  shall  judge  convenient  and  necessary, 
not  exceeding  one  million  of  dollars,  out  of  which  those 
who  bring  bullion  to  the  mint  may  be  paid  the  value  there- 
of as  soon  as  practicable  after  this  value  has  been  ascertain- 
ed ;  that  the  bullion  so  deposited  shall  become  the  property 
of  the  United  States ;  that  no  discount  or  interest  shall  be 
charged  on  moneys  so  advanced ;  and  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  may  at  any  time  withdraw  the  said  deposite, 
or  any  part  thereof,  or  may,  at  his  discretion,  allow  ihe 
coins  formed  at  the  mint  to  be  given  for  their  equivalent  in 
other  money. 

Sec.  32.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  to  secure  a 
due  conformity  in  the  gold  and  silver  coins  to  their  respect- 
ive standards  and  weights,  an  annual  trial  shall  be  made  of 
the  pieces  reserved  for  this  purpose  at  the  mint  and  its 
branches,  before  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  the  attor- 
ney of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Penn-. 
syivania,  and  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and 
such  other  penons  as  the  President  shdl,  from  time  to 
time,  designate  for  that  purpose,  who  shall  meet  as  commis- 
sioners for  tiie  performance  of  this  daty  on  the  second  Mon- 
day in  February,  annually,  and  may  continue  their  meet- 
ings, by  adjournment,  if  necessaiy ;  and  if  a  majority  of 
the  commissionexa  shall  fail  to  attend  at  any  time  appointed 
lor  their  meeting,  then  the  director  of  the  mint  shall  call  a 
meeting  of  the  commissioners  at  such  other  time  as  he  may 
deem  convenient ;  and  that  before  these  commissioners,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  officers  of  the 
mint,  such  examination  shall  be  made  of  the  reserved 
pieces  as  shall  be  judged  sufficient ;  and  if  it  shall  appear 
that  these  pieces  do  not  differ  from  the  standard  fineness  and 
weight  by  a  greater  quantity  than  is  allowed  by  law,  the 
trial  shall  be  considend  and  reported  as  satisfactory ;  but  if 
any  greater  deviation  from  the  legal  standard  or  weight 
shall  i^pear,  ibis  fact  shall  be  cort&ed  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States ;  and  il^  on  a  view  of  the  drcumstanoes 
of  the  case,  he  shall  so  decide,  the  officer  or  officers  impli- 
cated in  the  error  shall  be  thenceforward  disqualified  firom 
holding  their  respective  offices. 

Sec.  33.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  cop|>er  bul- 
lion ^all  be  poidiased  for  the  mint,  firom  time  to  tmie,  by 
the  tzeasuier,  under  instructions  from  the  director;  that  the 
cost  shall  be  paid  from  the  fund  hereinafter  provided  for; 
and  that  the  copper  bullion  shall  be  of  good  quality,  and  in 
the  form  of  planchets,  fit  for  passing  at  once  into  the  hands 
of  the  chief  coiner. 

Sec  34.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the  'copper 
planchets  ahall  be  delivered,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  treas- 
urer to  th^  chief  coiner,  to  be  by  him  coined ;  and  all  such 
copper  shful  be^  returned  to  the  treasurer,  by  the  chief  coin- 
er, weight  for  weight,  without  allowance  for  waste. 

Sec.  35.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  treasurer  of  the  mint  to  deliver  the  copper 
coins  in  exchange  for  their  legal  equivalent  in  other  m<mey, 
to  any  persons  who  shall  apply  for  them :  Provided,  That 
the  sum  asked  for  be  not  less  than  a  certain  amount  to  be 
determined  by  the  director,  and  that  it  be  not  so  great  as, 
in  his  judgment,  to  interfere  with  the  capacity  of  the  mint 
to  supply  other  am>Ucant8. 

Sec.  36.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  copper 
coins  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  director,  be  delivered  in 
any  of  the  principal  cities  and  towns  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  cost  of  the  mint  for  transportation. 

Sec.  37.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  money 
received  by  the  treasurer  in  exchange  for  copper  coins  shall 
form  a  fiind  in  his  hands,  which  shall  be  used  to  purchase 
copper  planchets,  and  to  pay  the  expense  of  transportation 
of  copper  coins ;  and  that,  if  there  be  a  surplus,  the  same 
shall  be  appropriated  to  defiiiy  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  mint. 

Sec  38.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  acts  or 
parts  of  acts  heretofore  passed,  rdating  to  the  mint  and 
coins  of  the  United  States,  which  are  inconsistent  with  the 
provisions  of  thb  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved  January  18,  1837. 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  the 

*  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  the  United  States 

for  the  year  one  thousand   eight  hundred  and  ihirty- 


Be  it  enacted,  4re.,  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  pen- 
sioners of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-seven : 

Fpr  the  revolutionary  pensioners,  under  the  several  acta, 
other  than  those  of  the  fifWnth  of  May,  one  thousand 


eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  the  seventh  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hulidred  and  thhrty-two,  and  the  fourth  of 
July,  one  tiiousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  seven 
hundred  and  twelve  Aousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  invalid  pensioners,  under  various  laws»  three 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  three  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-six dollars. 

For  pensions  to  widows  and  or^^ans,  under  the  act  of 
the  fourth  of  Ju]y»  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  five  hundred  and  fifty-two  thousand  doUars. 

For  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans,  payaUe  through 
the  ofifioe  of  the  Third  Auditor,  four  diousand  doBais. 

Approved  January  18,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  horses  and  other 

property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military  service  of  die 

United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  any  field,  or  sta^  or  other  of- 
ficer, mounted  militiaman,  voltmteer,  ranger,  or  cavalry, 
engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  vnoe 
the  eighteenth  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  twdve,  or 
who  shall  hereafter  be  in  said  service,  and  has  sustained,  or 
shall  sustain  damage,  without  any  foult  or  neglieenoe  on 
his  part,  while  in  said  service,  by  the  loss  of  a  hone  in 
battle,  or  by  the  loss  of  a  horse  wounded  in  battle,  and 
which  has  died  or  shall  die  of  said  wound,  Cft  being  so 
wounded  shall  be  abandoned  by  order  of  his  offieer,  and 
lost,  or  shall  sustain  damage  by  the  loss  of  any  hoive  by 
death  or  abandonment,  in  consequence  of  the  United  States 
failing  to  supply  sufficient  folrage,  or  because  the  lider  was 
dismounted  and  separated  from  hie  horse,  and  ordered  to  do 
duty  on  foot  at  a  station  detached  from  his  hoiae,  or  when 
the  officer  in  the  immediate  command  ordered  or  Aaii  onlcs 
&e  horse  tuined  out  to  graae  in  the  woods,  prairies^  or  com- 
mons, because  the  United  States  failed  or  shall  Mi  to  sup- 
ply sufficient  forage,  and  the  loss  was  or  diall  be  eonseqaeat 
th»ieof ;  or  for  the  loss  of  neceasary  equipage,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  loss  of  his  horse  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  the  value  thereof:  Provided,  That  if  any  payment 
has  been,  or  shall  be,  made  to  any  one  aforesaid,  for  toe  use 
and  risk,  or  for  forage  after  the  death,  loss,  or  abandon- 
ment of  his  horse,  niid  payment  shall  be  deducted  from  the 
value  thereof,  unless  he  satisfied  or  shall  satisfy  the  pay- 
master, at  the  time  he  made  or  shall  make  the  payment,  or 
thereafter  show,  by  proof,  that  he  was  remounted,  in  which 
case  the  deduction  diall  only  extend  to  the  time  he  waa  on 
foot :  And  provided,  also.  If  any  payment  shall  have  been, 
or  shall  hertefter  be,  made  to  any  person  abovemendoMd 
on  account  of  dodiing,  to  which  he  waa  not  entitled  by 
law,  such  payment  shall  be  deducted  from  the  value  of  hn 
horse  or  accoutrements. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  person 
who,  in  the  said  military  service  as  a  volunteer,  or  dtanght- 
ed  militiaman,  furnished  or  shall  furnish  himself  vritharms 
and  mititary  accoutrements,  and  sustained  or  shall  sustain 
damage  by  the  capture  or  destruction  of  the  same,  without 
any  foult  or  negligence  on  his  part,  or  who  loot  or  ahall 
lose  die  same  by  relnon  of  his  being  wounded  in  thesertioe, 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  person 
who  sustained  or  shall  sustain  damage  by  the  loas,  captnre^ 
or  destruction,  by  an  enemy,  of  any  horse,  mule»  or  wag* 
on,  cart,  boat,  slei^  or  harness,  while  such  pwyeity  was 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  either  by  im- 
pressment or  contract,  except  in  cases  where  the  xuk  to 
i^ch  the  property  would  be  exposed  vras  agreed  to  be  in- 
curred by  the  ovmer,  if  it  shall  appear  that  sudi  loas,  cap- 
ture, or  destruction  was  without  any  fault  or  negligeiKe  on 
the  part  of  the  owner;  and  any  person  who,  without  any 
such  fault  or  negligence,,  sustained  or  ^all  sustain  damage 
by  the  death  or  abandonment  and  loss  of  any  such  faoias, 
mule^  or  ox,  while  in  die  service  aforesaid,  in  conaaquenes 
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of  the  iailuTe  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  furniah 
the  game  with  sufficient  forage,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid 
the  Talue  thereof. 

8ec  4.  And  be  it  further  ettacted.  That  the  claims  pro- 
vided for  under  this  act  shall  be  adjusted  by  the  Third  Au- 
ditor, under  such  rules  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  under  the  direction  or  with  the  assent  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  well  in  regard  to  the  re- 
ceipt of  applications  of  claimants,  as  the  species  and  degrees 
of  evidence,  the  manner  in  whidi  such  evidence  shall  be 
taken  and  authenticated,  which  rules  shall  be  such  as,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  President,  shall  be  best  calculated  to  ob- 
tain the  object  of  this  act,  paying  a  due  regard  as  well  to 
the  claims  of  individual  justice  as  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  which  rules  and  regulations  shall  be  pub- 
lished for  four  weeks  in  such  newspapers  in  which  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  are  published  as  the  Secretary  of  War 
shall  direct. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  in  all  adju- 
dications of  said  Auditor  upon  the  claims  above  mentioned, 
whether  such  judgment  be  in  fhvor  o^  or  adverse  to,  the 
claim,  shall  be  entered  in  a  book  provided  by  him  for  that 
purpose^  and  under  his  direction ;  and  when  such  judgment 
shall  be  in  favor  of  audi  claim,  the  claimant,  or  his  legal 
representative,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  amount  thereof  upon 
the  production  of  a  copy  tiiereo^  certified  by  the  said  Au- 
ditoi;  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all  instances 
where  any  minor  has  bean,  or  shall  be,  engaged  in  the  mil- 
itary service  of  the  United  States,  and  was,  or  shall  be, 
provided  with  a  horse  or  equipments,  or  with  military  ac- 
coutrements, by  his  parent  or  guardian,  and  has  died,  or 
shall  die,  without  paying  for  said  property,  and  the  same 
has  been  or  shall  be  lost,  captured,  deatroy«d,  or  abandoned 
in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  said  parent  or  guardian 
shall  be  allowed  pay  therefor,  on  making  satisfinctory  proo^ 
as  in  other  cases,  and  the  further  proof  that  he  b  entitled 
thereto  by  having  famished  the  same. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That,  in  all  instances 
where  any  person,  oUier  than  a  minor,  has  been  or  shaU 
be  engaged  in  the  military  service  aforesaid,  and  has  ti^n 
or  shall  be  provided  with  a  horse  or  equipments,  or  with 
military  accoutrements,  by  any  person,  the  owner  thereof, 
who  has  risked  or  shall  take  the  risk  of  such  horse,  equip- 
ments, or  military  accoutrements,  on  himself  and  the  same 
has  been  or  shall  be  lost,  captured,  destroyed,  or  abandon- 
ed in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  each  owner  shall  be 
allowed  pay  therefor,  on  making  satisfoctoiy  proof,  as  in 
other  cases,  and  the  further  proof  that  he  is  entitled  thereto 
by  having  furnished  the  same,  and  having  taken  the  risk 
on  himself. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act  passed 
on  the  nineteenth  of  February,  e^teen  hundred  and 
thirty-three,  entitled  *<An  act  for  the  payment  of  horsea 
and  arms  lost  in  the  miUtary  service  of  the  United  States 
against  the  Indians  on  the  frontier  of  Illinois  and  Michi- 
gan Territory,''  and  an  act  passed  on  the  thirtieth  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  entitled  **  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  claims  for  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  Statea,  during  the  late  war  with  the  Indians  on 
the  frontier  of  Illinois  and  Michigan  Territory,''  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act  shall 
be  and  remain  in  force  until  the  close  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

Approved  January  18,  1887. 

AN  ACT  to  admit  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 
Whereas,  inpunuance  of  the  ad  of  Congress  of  June 
the  fiftaenUi,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eiz,  entitled  '<  An 


act  to  establish  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Michigan 
into  the  Union,  upon  the  conditions  therein  expressed,"  a 
convention  of  delegates,  elected  by  the  people  of  the  said 
State  of  Michigan,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  their  as- 
sent to  the  boundaries  of  the  said  State  of  Michigan,  as  de- 
scribed, declared,  and  established  in  and  by  the  said  act, 
did,  on  the  fifteenth  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  assent  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act,  there- 
fore. 

Be  it  enacted,  ire..  That  the  State  of  Michigan  shall  be 
one,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  one,  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  ia  all  respects  whatever. 
*  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  carrying  into  effect  the  thirteenth  and 
fourteenth  sections  of  the  act  of  the  twenty-third  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty -six,  entitled  «  An  act  to  regu- 
late the  depositee  of  the  public  money,"  shall  consider  the 
State  of  Michigan  as  being  one  of  the  United  States. 

Aj^oved  January  26,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Robert  P.  Letcher  and  Thomas 
P.  Moore. 

Be  it  enacted,  ifc..  That  there  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  Robert  P. 
Letcher,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty- 
four  doUars,  and  to  Thomas  P.  Moore,  the  like  sum  of  one 
thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars;  the  same  be- 
ing at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  day  from  the  second  day 
of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three, 
to  the  twelfUi  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four, 
both  inclusive,  being  the  period  occupied  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  the  twenty-third 
Congress,  in  deciding  the  contest  for  a  seat  In  the  said 
Houses  as  the  Representative  for  the  fifth  congressional 
district  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  which  seat  was  claimed 
by  each  of  said  parties;  and  that  the  allowance  for  travel- 
ling, as  fixed  by  law  for  a  member  of  Congreas,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  granted  and  allowed  to  the  said  Robert  P. 
Letcher  and  to  the  said  Thomas  P.  Moore,  for  coming  to 
and  returning  from  the  seat  oi  dbvemment  to  their  resi- 
dences, respectively,  upon  the  most  usual  and  accustomed 
route  of  travel;  the  amount  of  which  allowance  shall  be  as- 
certained by  ^e  accounting  officers,  and  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  January  81,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Norman  Hok. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  Norman  Holt,  of  Owen  coun- 
ty, in  the  State  of  Lidiana,  shall  be  entitled  to  enter  one 
quarter-quarter  section  of  land,  on  any  of  the  unsold  lands 
in  the  Vincennes  land  district  in  said  State,  subject  to  en- 
try at  private  sale,  on  his  first  surrendering  to  &e  United 
States,  at  the  said  office,  the  southwest  quarter  of  the  south- 
east quarter  of  section  number  twenty-five,  in  township 
twelve  north,  and  range  five  west;  and  that  the  money  paid 
by  said  Holt  for  the  entry  of  said  tract,  shall  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  such  other  tract  or  quarter-quarter  section 
as  the  said  Holt  may  enter  in  said  district. 

Approved  January  81,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  certain  railroad  companies  to  con- 
struct raihroads  through  the  public  lands  in  the  Territory 
of  Florida. 

Be  it  enacted,  <9«.,  That  the  East  Florida  Railroad  Com- 
pany, a  corporation  establbhed  by  an  act  of  the  Governor 
and  Legiriative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  appro- 
ved the  fourteenth  of  February,  anno  Domini  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five,- be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  to 
locate  and  construct  a  railroad  on  the  following  route,  to 
wit:  commencing  on  the  St.  John's  river,  and  thence,  in 
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the  moit  convenient  and  suitable  direction,  to  Tallahassee, 
or  the  waters  of  St.  Mark's  river  or  bay,  on  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  or  to  any  other  point  east  of  or  between  the  St. 
Mark's  and  Appdachicola  rivers,  which  may  be  selected  Jyy 
said  con)|Miny. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  com- 
pany is  further  authorized,  wherever  the  said  route  shall 
pass  over  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  to  locate  the 
same  thereon,  eighty  feet  wide;  which  said  location,  if  made 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  shall 
be  enjoyed  by  jiaid  company  so  long  as  they  maintain  the 
said  road  for  the  public  accommodation. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  com- 
pany shall  bftve  the  right  to  take  from  the  said  public  lands, 
timber,  stone,  and  earth,  whenever  it  may  be  convenient  for 
the  construction  of  any  part  of  said  way  running  through 
the  same;  also,  to  deposite  and  leave  such  materials  upon 
such  lands,  whenever  it  may  be  necessary;  also,  to  cut 
drains,  where  necessary,  through  the  same;  and  during  the 
period  of  the  construction  of  said  way,  to  occiXpy  said  Unds 
along  said  route,  doing  as  little  injury  thereto  as  may  be. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  to  entitle  the 
■aid  company  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  privileges  herein  pro- 
vided for,  they  shall  comply  with  the  following  conditions, 
to  vrit: 

First,  They  shall  cause  the  said  route,  whenever  it 
passes  over  the  public  lands,  to  be  surveyed,  and  the  loca^ 
tion  of  the  way  to  be  accurately  delineated  in  their  proper 
connexion,  and  a  map  thereof,  and  a  copy  of  the  locations, 
to  be  returned  and  deposited  in  the  General  Land  Office, 
within  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  final  location  of  said 
r6ad. 

Second,  They  shall  cause  permanent  monuments  to  be 
erected  along  said  route,  conforming  to  such  locations  and 
maps,  defining  the  limits  of  the  way. 

Third,  Wherever  the  said  railway  shall  intersect  a  high- 
way or  travelled  way  on  the  public  lands,  that  way  or  ways 
shall  be  left  unobetructed. 

Fourth,  MTherever  it  shall  cross  a  stream  or  low  grounds, 
such  provision  shall  be  made  for  draining  off  the  water  as 
to  leave  the  said  public  lands  uninjured  by  said  railway. 

Fifth,  They  shall  complete  the  said  way  within  the  time 
provided  for  in  the  act  of  incorporation. 

Sixth,  Said  location  of  said  way  shall  be  considered  and 
treated  as  open  way,  and  be  kept  up  as  such,  and  the  lands 
abutting  thereon  shall  be  considered  as  abutting  upon  a 
public  way. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sections 
and  quarter  sections  of  public  lands  over  which  the  said 
road  may  pass,  shall  be  reserved  by  the  United  States  for 
two  years  after  the  final  location  of  the  said  way;  and  to  this 
end  the  said  company  shall,  as  soon  as  they  have  resolved 
to  survey  or  examine  any  route,  give  notice  to  the  register 
of  the  laiid  district  in  which  the  lands  may  be  over  whidi 
they  intend  to  pass;  and  when  the  final  location  is  made,  a 
further  notice  of  that  fact  shall  be  given,  in  like  manner, 
of  the  lands  over  which  it  actually  passes,  which  said  last- 
mentioned  lands  shall  be  reserved  as  aforesaid  firom  sale: 
Provided,  That  neither  the  said  company  nor  any  other 
person  shall  be  authorized  to  settle  on  the  said  reserved  sec- 
tions or  quarter  sections;  and  no  person  so  settling  shall  ac- 
quire thereby  a  pre-emptive  right  or  claim  to  the  said  re- 
seived  lands,  or  to  any  part  thereof;  and  if  said  company 
shall  fail  to  give  prompt  and  seasonable  notice  in  both  the 
above  cases,  they  shall  forfeit  their  privileges  under  this 
act 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  time  for 
making  the  surveys  and  commencing  the  work,  as  prescri- 
bed in  the  said  act  of  incorporation,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  extended  for  one  year  after  Uie  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the  said 


Territory,  or  for  the  Legislature  of  die  State  of  Florida 
hereafter,  to  provide  by  law  for  the  eonstniction  of  railroads 
from  the  Appalachicola  river,  or  from  any  other  point,  to 
cross  or  intersect  the  abovementionod  railroad,  firom  the 
Georgia  State  line  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Sec  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  East 
Florida  Railroad  Company  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  autho- 
rized to  cross  the  railroad  proposed  to  ba  made  at  any  point 
between  Tallduasee  and  St  Marii's. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Territory 
or  State  of  Florida  shall,  at  the  end  of  twenty  yean,  have 
the  privilege  of  taking  one-fouith  of  the  slock  at  par,  by 
paying  to  the  company  the  interest  on  the  investment 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted.  That  all  acts  or 
parU  of  acu  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territoiy  of 
Florida,  inconsistent  with  the  foregoing  provisions,  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  annulled. 

Sec  11.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  ThAtiSb^?esaaaco\M. 
and  Perdido  Railroad  Company,  organized  under  acts  of  the 
Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territoiy  of  Flor* 
ida,  and  of  die  State  of  Alabama,  be,  and  they  are  hcseby, 
authorized  to  make  a  railroad  firom  Pensacola  to  the  waters 
of  Mobile  bay  or  river;  and  also,  that  the  Brunswick  and 
Florida  Railroad  Company,  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  GeOTgia,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
to  extend  their  railroad  from  the  Georgia  line  to  the  dty 
of  Tallahassee,  and  thence  to  the  river  Appalachicola,  or 
St  George's  sound,  upon  the  same  conditions  and  Hmtta- 
tions  contained  in  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  act 

Sec.  13.  il9uf6etf/tfrfAermiu^<f,  That  the  Lake  Win- 
nico  and  St  Joseph's  Canal  and  Railroad  Company,  or- 
ganized under  acta  of  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Coun- 
cil of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  locate  and  construct  a  railroad  finom  the  dty  oi 
St.  Joseph's  to  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  in  said  Territory, 
upon  the  same  conditions  and  limitations  contained  in  ^ 
foregoing  provisions  of  this  act;  and  in  the  construction  of 
said  roa^  may  cross,  or  intersect,  and  form  a  junction 
with,  any  other  railroad  which  may  be  made  west  of  the 
dty  of  Tallahassee. 

Approved  January  81,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Knox. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac.,  That  Andrew  Knox,  of  Washington 
county,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  and  permitted  to  purchase,  upon  tbe  payment 
of  the  minimum  price  to  the  receiver  of  the  proper  land 
district,  section  sixteen,  in  township  fourteen,  range  nine 
west,  in  the  Choctaw  district,  in  said  State,  the  purchase 
of  which  section  heretofore  was  prevented  by  the  illegal 
numbering  of  the  sections  in  said  township. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secietaiy  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  se- 
lected and  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools  vrithin  the  said 
township  numbered  fourteen,  in  Ueu  of  the  afin^said  seetion, 
a  section  of  land  in  equal  extent  in  said  Choctaw  land  dis- 
trict 

Approved  February  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  reUef  of  John  E.  WooL 
Be  it  enacted,  ifc.,  That  so  much  of ''the  thirteenth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-four,  entitled  <*  An  act  to  provide  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  department  of  Indian  affiurs,"  as  prescribes 
**  that  all  merchandise  required  by  any  Indian  treaty  for 
the  Indians  payable  after  making  such  treaty,  shall  be  pur- 
chased under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  upon 
proposals  to  be  received  to  be  based  on  notices  previouily 
to  be  given,"  be  dispensed  with  so  far  as  it  may  affect  the 
purchases  made  by  BrigadioT  General  J.  E.  Wool  under 
the  eighteenth  artide  of  the  treaty  widi  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians of  December  twenty-ninth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
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thirtj-five,  prior  to  the  second  day  of  Noyember»  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-nx,  and  that  the  sums  ex|>ended  by  him 
prenooB  to  that  dato  be  passed  to  his  credit  in  the  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts,  ai^  the  drafts  drawn  by  him  on  the 
Department  of  War  on  account  thereof,  be  paid  without 
reference  to  the  said  provisions  of  the  said  act. 
Approved  February  9»  1837.  I 

AN  ACT  to  extend  the  Umits  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

Be  it  enaetedf  4'C.»  That,  from  and  alter  the  passage  of 
this  act,  the  port  of  New  Orleans  shall  extend,  on  the  river, 
from  thie  lower  to  the  upper  corporate  limits  of  ihe  munici- 
palities of  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

Approved  February  9,  1837. 

'AN  ACT  to  change  the  name  of  the  collection  district  of 

Dighton,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  Fall  River, 

and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted^  4^.,  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
April  next,  the  said  district,  now  known  and  called  by  the 
name  of  the  Dighton  district,  shall  be  called  the  district  of 
Fall  River,  and  as  such  shall  be  made  a  port  of  entry  for 
vessels  arriving  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  from 
places  beyond  the  same,  any  law  now  in  force  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Approved  February  13,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  <*  An  act  to  establish 
branches  of  the  mint  of  the  United  States,"  passed  the 
third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-five. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e..  That  the  officers  of  the  branch  mint 
at  New  Orleans  shall  be  one  superintendent,  (me  treasurer, 
one  assayer,  one  melter  and  refiner,  and  one  coiner;  and 
that  the  officers  of  the  branch  mints  at  Charlotte  and  Dah- 
lonega,  severally,  shall  be  one  superintendent,  who  shall 
also  p^orm  the  duties  of  treasurer;  one  assayer,  who  shall 
also  perform  the  duties  of  melter  and  refiner;  and  one 
coiner ;  and  the  annual  salaries  of  said  officers  shall  be  as 
follows :  for  the  branch  at  New  Orleans,  to  the  superin- 
tendent, two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  to  the  treasu- 
rer, the  assayer,  the  melter  and  refiner,  and  the  coiner,  each 
two  thousand  dollars ;  for  the  branches  at  Charlotte  and  at 
Dahlenoga,  to  the  superintendent  two  thousand  dollars,  and 
to  the  assayer  and  the  coiner,  each  filleen  hundred  dollars. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of  the 
act  entitled  «  An  act  to  establish  branches  of  the  mint  of 
the  United  Stetes,"  approved  the  third  day  of  Marcli,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  as  is  inconsistent 
with  the  provbions  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  b  hereby, 
repealed. 

Approved  February  13,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  suspend  certain  provisoes  of  "An  act  to 
alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports,'" approved  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-two. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  the  provisoes  of  the  tenth  and 
twelfth  clauses  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  to  alter  and 
amend  the  several  acte  imposing  duties  on  imports,  passed 
July  the  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  suspended  until  the  close  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress. 
Approved  March  1,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  court 
of  the  United  SUtes  for  the  district  of  Arkansas. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  district  court  of  the  United 
Stetes  for  the  district  of  Arkansas  shall  have  the  same  ju- 
risdiction and  power,  in  all  respects  whatever,  that  was 
given  to  the  several  district  courts  of  the  United  Stetes  by 
an  act  of  Congress  approved  March  thirtieth,  eighteen  hun- 


dred and  two,  entitled  «  An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  in- 
tercourse with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on 
the  frontiers,"  or  by  any  subsequent  acte  of  Congress, 
concerning  crimes,  ofiences,  or  misdemeanors,  which  may 
be  committed  against  the  laws  of  the  United  Stetes  in  any 
town,  settlement,  or  territory  belonguig  to  any  Indian  tribe 
in  amity  with  the  United  States,  of  which  any  other  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  may  have  jurisdiction. 
Approved  March  1,  1837. 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 

army  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-seven, and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  pud  out  of  any  mon- 
ey in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  army  during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thir^-seven;  that  is  to  say  : 

For  the  pay  of  the  army,  one  million  ninety  thousand 
one  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars. 

For  the  subsistence  of  officers,  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars. 

For  forage  of  officers'  horses,  seventy  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars. 

For  clothing  for  ofiicers*  servanto,  twenty-six  thousand 
five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  paymente  in  lieu  of  clothing  to  discharged  soldiers, 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  subsistence,  exclusive  of  that  of  officers,  nine  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-five  dol- 
lars, including  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  five  thousand 
three  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars  for  the  subsistence 
of  the  volunteers  and  militia  called  out  for  preventing  or 
suppressing  Indian  hostilities. 

For  clothing  of  the  army,  camp  and  garrison  equippage, 
cooking  utensUs,  and  hospital  furniture,  two  hundred  and 
six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  f<»1y  dollars. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  department,  thirty-eight 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  regular  supplies  furnished  by  the  quartermas- 
ter's department,  consisting  of  fuel,  forage,  straw,  ste- 
tionary,  and  printing,  two  hundred  and  eight  thousand 
dollars. 

For  barracks,  quarters,  store-houses,  embracing  the  re- 
pairs and  enlargement  of  barracks,  quarters,  store-houses, 
and  hospitals  at  the  several  poste;  the  erection  of  tempo- 
rary cantonmente  at  such  posto  as  shall  be  occupied  during 
the  year,  and  of  gun-houses  for  the  protection  of  the  can- 
non at  the  forte  on  the  seaboard,  the  purchase  of  the  ne- 
cessary tools  and  materials  for  the  objecto  wanted,  and  of 
the  authorized  furniture  for  the  barrack-rooms;  rent  of 
quarters  for  officers;  of  barracks  for  troops  at  poste  where 
there  arc  no  public  buildings  for  their  accommodation;  of 
store-houses  for  the  safe-keeping  of  subsistence,  clothing, 
&c.,  and  of  grounds  for  summer  cantonments,  encamp- 
mento,  and  military  practice,  ninety -five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  allowance  made  to  officers  for  the  transportetion 
of  their  baggage,  when  travelling  on  duty,  without  troops, 
the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollan. 

For  the  transportetion  of  troops  and  supplies,  viz.  trans- 
portetion of  the  army,  including  the  baggage  of  troops 
when  moving  either  1^  land  or  water;  freight  and  ferriage; 
purchase  or  hire  of  horses,  mules,  oxen,  carte,  wagoAs, 
and  boats,  for  the  purpose  of  transportation,  or  for  the  use 
of  garrison;  drayage  and  cartage  at  the  several  posts;  hire 
of  teamsten;  transportetion  of  funds  for  the  pay  depart- 
ment; expense  of  sailing  a  public  transport  between  the 
posto  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  of  procuring  water  at 
such  poste  as,  from  their  situation,  require  it;  the  trans- 
portetion of  clothing  from  the  depot  at  Philadelphia  to 
the  stetions  of  the  troops;  of  subsistence  from  the  places  of 
purchase,  and  the  pointe  of  delivery  under  contracts,  to 
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inch  places  as  the  dreurastances  of  the  serrice  may  require 
it  to  be  sent;  of  ordnance  from  the  foundries  and  arsenals 
to  the  fortification  and  frontier  posts,  and  of  lead  from  the 
Western  mines  to  the  several  arsenals,  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment, consisting  of  postage  on  public  letters  and  pack- 
ets; expenses  of  courts-martial  and  courts  of  inquiry,  in- 
cluding the  compensation  of  judge  advocates,  members 
and  witnesses;  extra  pay  to  soldiers,  under  an  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  second  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine- 
teen; expenses  of  expresses  fh>m  the  frontier  poets,  of  the 
necessary  articles  for  the  interment  of  non-commissioned 
officers  and  soldiers;  hire  of  laborers;  compensation  to  clerks 
in  the  offices  of  quartermasters  and  assistant  quartermas- 
ters, at  posts  where  their  duties  cannot  be  performed  with- 
out such  aid,  and  to  temporary  agents  in  charge  of  dis- 
mantled works,  and  in  the  performance  of  other  duties ; 
purchase  of  horses  to  moimt  the  secoitd  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, and  expenditures  necessary  to  keep  the  two  regi- 
ments of  dragoons  complete,  including  the  purchase  of 
horses  to  supply  the  place  of  those  which  may  be  lost  and 
become  unfit  for  service;  and  the  erection  of  additional 
stables,  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  dollars. 

For  contimgencies  of  the  army,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  two  months*  extra  pay  to  re-enlisted  soldiers,  and 
for  contingent  expenses  of  the  recruiting  service,  thirty«four 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars. 

For  arrearages  prior  to  the  first  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  payable  through  the  ofiice  of 
the  Third  Auditor,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  national  armories,  three  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  armament  of  the  fortifications,  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  service,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars. 

For  arsenals,  three  hundred  and  seventy-three  thousand 
four  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  percussion  cannon  locks,  fifteen 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  manu&cture  of  elevating  machines  for  barbette 
and  casemate  carriages,  eight  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  the  manufacture  of  sponges  for  field  and  battery 
cannon,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  rifle  factory  at  the  Harper's  Ferry  armory,  eight 
thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars. 

For  completing  the  barracks  at  Baton  Rouge,  being  an 
amount  expended  out  of  tlie  general  appropriation  for  the 
quartermaster's  department,  to  enable  the  accounting  offi- 
cers to  close  tlie  accounts,  twenty-three  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  five  cents. 

For  completing  the  wharf  at  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia,  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  constructing  a  river  wait,  making  embankment  to 
the  same,  arching,  stone-walling,  repairing  the  embank- 
ment of  die  new  canal,  and  for  completing  the  tiltrham- 
mer-shop  at  Harper's  Ferry,  fifty  three  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  forty-three  dollars. 

For  a  magazine  at  the  arsenal  at  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  land,  building  a  brick  warehouse 
and  wharf,  and  making  a  turnpike  road  to  the  river  at  the 
arsenal  at  Mount  Vernon,  Alabama,  in  addition  to  for- 
mer appropriations  for  these  objects,  six  thousand  six  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  enlarging  the  site  at  the  arsenal  at  Frankford,  Penn- 
sylvania, one  thousand  dollars. 

For  a  blacksmith's  shop,  a  retvervoir,  and  a  gun-carrian^e 
house  at  Watertown,  Massachusetts,  twenty-tluce  thou- 
">ad  one  hundred  dollars.  * 


Tot  the  purchase  of  ten  thousand  copper  rifle  flasks, 
seventeen  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  fbHowiag 
sums  of  money  be  paid,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Tveasury 
not  otherwise  apprt^rituted,  on  the  requisition  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  and,  so  far  as  shall  be  necesaary,  the  sane 
shall  be  expended  for  the  following  purposes,  to  wit: 

For  the  pay,  travelling,  clothing  for  six  months,  and 
other  legal  expenses  of  Sie  Tennessee  v<rinnteers^  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  United  States  under  the  re- 
quisition of  General  Gaines,  under  date  of  April  atg^t, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  the  proe- 
lamation  of  Governor  Cannon  of  twenty-eighth  of  the 
same  month,  and  approved  by  the  Secretaiy  of  War  on 
the  rJnth  of  May,  by  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars:  Promdei^ 
That  such  of  said  volunteers  as  volunteered  under  the 
proclamation  of  Governor  (yannon  of  Ae  sixth  of  June  or 
twentieth  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundrad  and  thirty, 
six,  and  were  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  are  entitled  to  clothing  under  the  act  of  May 
twenty-third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir^-six, 
shall  not  be  paid  for  clothing  out  of  the  albreaaid  appro- 
priation. 

For  pay,  travelling,  clothing,  and  other  legal  expenfes 
of  the  Tennesse  volunteers,  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  under  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
of  May  twenty-fifth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  and  Governor  Cannon's  proclamation  of  June 
sixth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-<lx,  ninety- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay,  travelling,  clothing,  and  other  legal  expenses 
of  die  Tennessee  volunteers,  mustered  into  fiie  serrice  of 
the  United  Sta^  under  General  Gaines's  lequisitioD,  mi- 
der  date  of  June  twenty-eighth,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  and  Governor  Cannon's  prodamatioa 
of  July  twentieth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  thirty -five  thousand  three  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  the  liabilities  incurred  by  Governor  Cannon  in  rais- 
ing money,  so  far  as  said  money  has  been  properly  expend- 
ed in  the  service  of  the  United  States  on  acconnt  oi  the 
aforesaid  volunteers,  thirteen  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

For  pay  due  the  executive  staff  of  the  Governor  of  Ten- 
nessee, while  actually  engaged  in  obtaining,  organizing, 
mustering,  or  marching  volunteers,  during  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  to  tbe  places  of 
their  rendezvous,  or  taking  returns  of  said  volunteers,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacied^  That  the  Secretary  of 
War  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  cause  to  be  paid  to 
the  volunteers  and  miUtia  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Ala- 
bama, and  Mississippi,  including  the  companies  in  Missis- 
sippi,  mustered  into  the  service,  who  were  duly  called  inio 
service,  and  whose  service  was  accepted  by  the  Executives 
of  the  States  respectively,  during  the  summer  of  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  under  requisi- 
tions from  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  from  generals  com- 
manding the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  who  weie 
discharged  before  marching,  the  amount  of  one  month's 
pay,  with  all  the  allowances  to  which  they  would  have 
been  entitled  if  they  had  been  in  actual  service  during  the 
period  of  one  month;  and  that  the  same  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  eleven  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  fifly  dollars  be  appropriated  for  pay- 
ing the  rifle  rangers,  Coosada  volunteers,  and  the  inde- 
pendent blues,  under  the  command  of  Major  Holt,  and 
for  the  payment  of  Major  Holt  and  battalion  staf!^  or  ao 
much  of  said  sum  as  may  be  necessary  for  those  purposes, 
be  appropriated  and  paid  on  the  presentation  of  the  roBs 
of  said  companies  and  battalion  staff  to  the  Paymaster  Gen- 
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era],  with  evidence  of  the  time  they  were  in  the  service 
against  the  Creek  Indians  in  the  months  of  May  and  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  one  thousand 
dollars  be^  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  arm- 
ing and  equipping  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  for  paying 
the  claims  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  for  the  services  of 
her  militia  during  the  late  war,  to  be  audited  and  settled 
by  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasurj,  under 
the  superintendence  of  tilie  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  fol- 
lowing cases:  first,  where  the  militia  of  the  said  State 
were  called  out  to  repel  actual  invasion,  or  under  a  well- 
founded  apprehension  of  invasion;  provided  their  numbers 
wcje  not  in  undue  proportion  to  the  exigency;  secondly, 
where  they  were  called  out  by  the  authority  of  the  State, 
and  afterwards  recognised  by  the  Federal  Government;  and 
tSirdly,  where  they  were  called  out  by,  and  served  under, 
the  requisition  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
any  officer  thereof,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, if  so  much  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  mpropriated. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  to  pay  all 
the  claims  of  North  Carolina  for  the  services  of  her  mi- 
litia during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  the  cases 
enumerated  in  the  act  approved  the  thirty-first  May,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
paymentof  the  claims  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  for  certain 
services  of  her  militia  during  the  late  war,"  and  also  the 
claims  of  said  State  for  disbursements  in  the  purchase  of 
munitions  or  other  supplies  on  account  of  the  war,  and  ex- 
pended therein,  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated. 

Approved  March  1,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Acad- 
emy of  the  United  States  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred 

and  thirty -seven. 

Be  it  enacted,  4'c-»  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mon- 
ey in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the 
support  of  the  Military  Academy  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  to  wit: 

For  pay  of  the  officers,  cadets,  and  musicians,  fil\y- 
six  thousand  and  twelve  dollars; 

For  subsistence  of  officers  and  cadets,  thirty -nine  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars; 

For  forage  of  officers'  horses,  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  fiily-two  dollars; 

For  clothing  of  officers*  servants,  three  hundred  and 
thirty  doliarl^ 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Visiters  at 
West  Point,  two  thousand  and  seven  dollars  and  eighty- 
four  cents; 

For  fuel,  stationary,  printing,  transportation,  and  post- 
age, eight  thousand  dollars; 

For  repairs,  improvements,  and  expenses  of  buildings, 
grounds,  roads,  wharves,  boats,  and  fences,  ten  thousand 
one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars  and  twenty-five 
cents; 

For  pay  of  adjutants'  and  quaitermasters'  clerks,  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  philosophical  apparatus,  and  repairs  of  the  same, 
three  hundred  dollars; 

For  models  for  the  department  of  engineering,  three 
hundred  dollars; 

For  models  for  the  drawing  department,  apparatus  and 
contingencies  of  the  department  of  chemistry,  and  instru- 
ments and  repairs  for  the  mathematical  department,  eight 
hundred  and  fiAy  dollars; 
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For  incidental  expenses  of  the  department  of  artillery, 
three  hundred  dollars; 

For  increase  and  expenses  of  the  library,  six  hundred 
dollars;  * 

For  miscellaneous  items  and  incidental  expenses,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven  dollars  and  fifty 
cents; 

For  completing  the  chapel,  one  thousand  two  hundted 
and  fifly-three  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents; 

For  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  to  contain  the  pub- 
lie  stores,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  preparation  of  a  yard  and  construction  of  perma- 
nent shops  suitable  for  carpenters,  painters,  blacksmiths, &c. 
and  for  the  safe  -keeping  of  implements  and  materials,  eight 
thousand  dollars; 

For  the  erection,  as  per  plan,  of  a  building  for  recitation 
and  military  exercises,  in  addition  to  amount  heretofore  ap- 
propriated, thirty  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  erection  of  new  barracks  for  the  Military  Acad- 
emy department,  to  consist  of  eight  buildings,  at  five  hun- 
dred dollars  each,  four  thousand  dollars; 

For  grading  the  grounds  about  the  exercise  hall,  and  re- 
moving temporary  buildings,  three  hundred  and  fii\y  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  acting  professor  of  chemistry, 
mineralogy,  and  geology,  at  the  Military  Academy,  between 
the  first  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-seven,  and  the  first  of  September,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-eight,  at  twenty-five  dollars  per  month, 
three  hundred  dollars; 

For  a  painting-room  for  the  professor  of  drawing,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

Approved  March  2,  1837. 

AN  ACT  respecting  discriminating  duties  upon  Dutch  and 
Belgian  vessels  and  their  cargoes. 

Be  it  enacted,  <)jc.,  That  the  same  duties  shall  be  levied 
and  collected  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  on  Belgian 
vessels  and  their  cargoes,  which  are  now  levied  and  collect- 
ed on  Dutch  vessels  and  their  cargoes;  but  notliing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  President  of 
the  United  States  from  enforcing,  whensoever  he  may  deem 
proper,  both  against  Dutch  and  Belgian  vessels,  or  cither  of 
them,  and  their  cargoes,  the  provisions  of  the  tliird  section 
of  the  act  entitled  '*  An  act  concerning  discriminating  du- 
ties of  tonnage  and  imposts,"  approved  the  seventh  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty -four. 

Approved  March  2,  1837. 

AN  ACT  making  an  additional  appropriation  for  the  sup- 
pression of  Indian  hostilities  for  the  yeai  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  further  sum  of  two  millions 
of  dollars  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
to  defray  any  expenses  wjiich  have  been,  or  may  be  incur- 
red, in  preventing  or  suppressing  the  hostilities  of  any  In- 
dians; to  be  expeivded  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  conformably  to  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  1 9th  of 
March  and  the  2d  of  July  last,  and  of  the  acts  therein  re- 
ferred to. 

Approved  March  2,'  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  enlistment  of  boys  for  the  na- 
val service,  and  to  extend  the  term  of  the  enlistment  of 
seamen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c..  That  it  shall  be  lawful  to  enlist  boys 
for  the  navy,  with  the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guardians, 
not  being  under  thirteen  nor  over  eighteen  years  oi  age,  to 
serve  until  they  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty -one  years; 
and  it  shall  be  lawful  to  enlist  other  persons  for  the  navy, 
to  serve  for  a  period  not  exceeding  five  years,  unless  sooner 
discharged  by  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
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and  80  much  of  an  act  enlhled  **  An  act  to  amend  the  act 
entitled  *  An  act  to  amend  the  act  authorizing  the  employ- 
•  ment  of  an  additional  naval  force,*"  approved  the  fifteenth 
May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  as  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  he,  and  is  here- 
by, repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when  the  time 
of  service  of  any  person  enlisted  for  the  navy  shall  expire, 
while  he  is  on  board  any  of  the  public  vessels  of  the  United 
States  employed  on  foreign  service,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  fleet,  squadron,  or  vessel  in 
which  such  person  may  be,  to  send  him  to  the  United  States 
in  some  public  or  other  vessel,  unless  his  detention  shall  be 
essential  to  the  public  interests,  in  which  case  the  said  of- 
ficer may  detain  him  until  the  vessel  in  which  he  shall  be 
nerving  shall  return  to  the  United  States;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  said  officer  immediately  to  make  report  to  the 
Navy  Department  of  such  detention  and  the  causes  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  such  persons 
as  may  be  detained  after  the  expiration  of  their  enlistment, 
under  the  next  preceding  section  of  tliis  act,  shall  be  sub- 
ject, in  all  respects,  to  the  laws  and  regulations  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  navy,  until  their  return  to  the  United  States; 
and  all  such  persons  as  shall  be  so  detained,  and  all  such 
as  shall  voluntarily  re-enlist,  to  serve  until  the  return  of  the 
vessel  in  which  they  shall  bo  serving,  and  their  regular  dis- 
charge therefrom  in  the  United  States,  shall,  while  so  de- 
tain^, and  while  so  ser\ing  under  their  re-enlistmcnt,  re- 
ceive an  addition  of  one-fourth  to  their  former  pay. 

Approved  March  2,  1837. 

AN  ACT  concerning  pilots. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^ic.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  master  or  commander  of  any  vessel  coming  into  or  going 
out  of  any  port  situate  upon  waters  which  are  the  boundary 
between  two  States,  to  employ  any  pilot  duly  licensed  or 
authorized  by  the  laws  of  either  of  the  States  bounded  on 
the  said  waters,  to  pilot  said  vessel  to  or  from  said  port : 
any  law,  usage,  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved  March  2,  1 837. 

«  AN  ACT  to  extend  for  a  longer  period  the  several  acts 

now  in  force  for  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of 

the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That  the  act  entiUed  "  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States," 
passed  on  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-one,  and  an  act  in  addition  thereto, 
passed  on  the  fourteenth  d^y  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty- two,  ana  an  act  to  revive  and  amend 
the  said  acts,  passed  on  the  seventh  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-four,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  extended  and  continued  in  force  for  three  years, 
from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  en<icted.  That  the  provisions 
of  the  said  several  acts  shall  apply  to  cases  of  insolvency 
which  shall  have  occurred  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary last. 

Approved  March  2,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  incorporate  the  Howard  Institution  of  the 
city  of  Washington. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^e,.  That  William  W.  Beaton,  Archibald 
Henderson,  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,  William  A.  Brad- 
ley, John  Coyle,  George  Gillis,  N.  B.  Van  Zandt,  Rich- 
mond Johnson,  John  Nourse,  Michael  Nourse,  B.  F.  Rit- 
tenhouse,  Lewis  H.  Machen,  Rezin  Orme,  Peter  W.  Gal- 
laudet,  Jacob  Gideon,  George  Stettinius,  William  C.  Orme, 
John  P.  Ingle,  William  Brent,  John  G.  Whitwell,  John 
Shackford,  C.  T.  Coote,  Thomas  Blagden,  Griffith  Coombe, 
William  Speiden,  William  Doughty,  Marmaduke  Dove, 
tnd  G.  D.  Hansoni  and  all  other  persons  who  have  con- 


tributed to  the  fund  of  the  Howard  Institution  of  the  city 
of  Washington,  each  in  a  subscription  of  an  annual  sum  of 
at  least  one  dollar,  and  all  who  may  hereafter  contribute  to 
the  said  funds  in  a  like  annual  subscription  of  a  sum  not 
less  than  one  dollar,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  made,  con- 
stituted, and  declared  to  be,  a  corporation  and  body  politic 
in  law  and  in  fact,  to  have  continuance  forever  under  the 
name,  st}'le,  and  title,  of  the  Howard  Institution  of  the 
city  of  Washington. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itfurthar  enacted.  That  all  and  singn- 
lar  the  lands,  tenements,  rents,  legacies,  annuitiesi,  rights, 
privileges,  goods,  and  chattels,  that  may  hereafter  be  given, 
granted,  sold,  devised,  or  bequeathed  to  the  said  Howard 
Institution,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  vested  in  and  confirmed 
to  the  said  corporation;  and  that  they  may  purchase,  take, 
receive,  and  enjoy,  any  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities^ 
rights,  or  privileges,  or  any  goods,  chattels,  or  other  effects 
of  what  kind  or  nature  soever,  which  shall  or  may  hereaf- 
ter be  given,  granted,  sold,  bequeathed,  or  derised,  uitto 
the  said  institution,  or  unto  any  trustee  for  the  use  of  tne 
said  institution,  by  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or 
corporate,  capable  of  making  such  grant,  and  to  dispose  of 
the  same  for  the  benefit  of  said  corporation:  Provided^  The 
amount  of  property  held  by  said  institution  shall,  at  no 
time,  exceed  the  amount  of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  cor- 
poration, by  the  name  and  style  aforesaid,  be,  and  shall  be 
hereafter  capable,  in  law  and  equity,  to  sue  and  he  sued, 
to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  within  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  elsewhere,  in  as  eftectual  manner  as  other  persons  or 
corporations  can  sue  or  be  sued. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  such  perFOns 
as  shall  be  officers  of  the  said  Howard  Institution  at  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  continued  to  be 
such  until  the  first  Tuesday  in  October  next,  on  which  day 
such  of  the  persons  hereby  incorporated  aa  shall  then,  oi 
within  a  year  preceding  that  day,  contribute  one  dollar  to 
the  support  of  the  said  institution,  and  be  or  become  a  sub- 
scriber of  one  dollar  or  more  per  annum  towards  the  same, 
and  shall  assemble  at  the  house  now  belonging  to  the  said 
institution  at  such  hour  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  board, 
shall  proceed  to  elect  a  president,  a  first  and  second  vice 
president,  a  treasurer  and  secretary,  and  twenty-four  mana- 
gers— four  from  each  ward  of  the  city  of  Washington,  for 
the  term  of  one  year,  who  shall  constitute  the  board  of  man- 
agers of  the  said  Howard  Institution  of  the  dty  of  Wash- 
ington; and  in  like  manner,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Octo- 
ber in  each  year  thereafter,  the  like  officers  shall  be  elected 
for  the  same  term  of  one  year,  at  such  hour  and  place  as 
shall  have  been  previously  designated  by  the  board  of  man- 
agers, of  which  time  and  place  at  least  two  days'  notice 
shall  be  given  by  publication  in  some  newspaper  printed  In 
the  city  of  Washington;  and  if,  from  any  cause,  an  elec- 
tion shall  not  be  held  on  the  day  of  the  month  herein  ap- 
pointed, then  an  election  may  be  held  on  any  other  day,  of 
which  the  like  notice  shall  be  given,  and  those  peraons  in 
office  shall  so  continue  until  tlieir  successors  shall  be  elected; 
and  at  all  such  elections,  every  contributor  of  not  less  than 
one  dollar,  in  the  manner  as  aforementioned,  ^all  be  enti- 
tled to  one  vote;  but  those  who  contribute,  by  a  yearly  sub- 
scription, a  larger  sum,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  greater  num- 
ber of  votes,  to  be  regulated  by  the  by-laws  of  the  board; 
and  any  vacancies  which  may  occur  in  the  board  by  resig- 
nation, death,  removal,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  supplied  l^ 
the  board  of  managers  in  such  manner  as  the  by-laws  of 
the  board  may  direct. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  object  of 
the  said  Howard  Institution  of  the  city  of  Washington  shall 
be  to  afford  relief  to  the  indigent  females  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  by  providing  work  for  those  who  may  deaira 
it,  and  by  procuring  for  them  ftiel  and  other  necessariee  of 
life  on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  and  to  adopt  such  other 
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means  as  may  be  fund  expedient  for  bettering  the  condition 
of  the  poor  of  the  said  city. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the  business 
of  said  corporation  hereby  created  shall  be  transar.tcd  by  the 
board  of  managers,  except  the  election  of  the  said  board,  aa 
hereinbefore  provided  for;  tlie  number  of  the  board  to  form 
a  quorum  to  transact  the  business  of  the  said  corporation 
to  be  regulated  by  the  by-laws  of  said  institution.  At  all 
meetings  thereof  the  president,  if  present,  shall  preside;  and 
if  he  be  absent,  then  one  of  the  vice  presidents,  if  either  of 
them  be  present;  and  if  neither  of  these  shall  be  present  at 
any  meeting  of  the  boeurd,  then  the  members  present  shall 
appoint  one  of  their  number  as  president  j9ro  tempore. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  board  of 
managers  shall  have  power  to  adopt  and  use  a  common 
seal  as  the  seal  of  this  corporation,  and  to  alter  or  exchange 
the  same  at  their  pleasure.  They  shall  have  power  to  adopt 
all  by-laws  which  they  may  think  necessary  for  the  man- 
agement of  the  concerns  of  the  institution,  and  which  shall 
not  be  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or 
the  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  tlie  time  being. 
They  shall  appoint  such  officers,  agents,  and  servants,  as 
may  be  necessary  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  institu- 
tion, and  regulate  the  compensation  to  be  paid  to  them  for 
their  services;  and  they  may  dismiss  any  of  them  at  their 
pleasure,  and  appoint  others  in  their  stead,  as  oflen  as  they 
shall  think  fit.  They  shall  keep  a  journal  of  their  proceed- 
ings, in  which  shall  be  recorded  every  by-law  which  may 
be  adopted.  They  shall  adopt  such  checks  and  regulations 
as  may  appear  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  funds  and 
property  of  the  institution;  and  shall  annually  make  a  re- 
port of  the  affairs  and  condition  of  the  institution  for  the 
preceding  year. 

Sec.  8.  And  bz  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  Congress,  at  any  time  hereaiftcr,  to  alter,  amend, 
modify,  or  repeal  this  act. 

Approved  March  2,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  title  and  final 
disposition  of  the  four  reserved  sections  in  the  tract  of 
country  allotted  to  the  Tomlieckbee  Association  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive. 
Be  it  enacted,  4'C-,  That  all  persons  who  became  enti- 
tled, under  the  contract  entered  into  on  the  eighth  day  of 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
Charles  Villar,  agent  of  tiie  Tombcckbee  Association,  in 
pursuance  of  "An  act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain 
public  lands  for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  the 
vine  and  olive,"  approved  third  March,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventeen,  to  an  allotment  or  share  of  the  four  sections 
of  land  reserved  for  the  small  allotments,  and  designated  as 
sections  seven,  eighteen,  nineteen,  and  thirty,  in  township 
eighteen,  range  three  east,  their  heirs,  devisees,  or  assigns, 
who  shall  have  complied  with  the  conditions  of  settlement 
and  cultivation  on  such  allotment,  as  required  by  said  con- 
tract, or  shall  have  been  in  the  actual  settlement  and  culti- 
vation of  his  or  her  allotment  within  said  four  sections,  or 
a  part  thereof,  before  or  on  the  thirty -first  day  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  as  provided  by  the  act  of 
the  nineteenth  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-three,  shall,  on  producing  to  the  register  and  receiver 
of  the  land  district  in  which  said  lands  are  situated,  satis- 
factory evidence  of  title  to  such  allotment,  and  of  settle- 
ment and  cultivation  on  the  same  as  aforesaid,  and  paying 
one  dollar  and  twenty -five  cents  per  acre  for  the  land,  re- 
ceive a  patent  for  the  same:  Provided,  Such  proof  shall  be 
filed  and  payment  made  within  six  months  from  the  passage 
of  this  act:  Arid  provided,  further.  That  the  expense  of 
surveying  any  such  allotment  shall  be  defrayed  by  the 
person  or  persons  claiming  the  same. 

bee.  2.  Afid  bt  it  further  enacted.  That  any  remainder 


of  said  four  sections  not  disposed  of  by  the  first  section  of 
this  act  shall  be  subject  to  entry  at  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre,  by  the  trustees  of  the  Dcmopolis  Fe- 
male Academy,  in  trust  for  the  use  and  benefiil  of  said  in- 
stitution. 
Approved  March  2,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  organize  the  several  Fire  Companies  in  tlie 
District  of  Columbia. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  'i'hat,  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  the  fire  companies  of  Washington,  Georgetown, 
and  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  those 
which  may  hereafter  bo  formed  in  either  of  the  said  cities, 
shall,  when  so  formed,  severally  have  power  to  frame  their 
own  constitution,  and  adopt  by-laws  for  their  own  regular 
tion,  and  to  elect  their  own  officers,  who,  and  the  members 
of  the  several  companies,  shall  be  exempt  from  the  perform- 
ance of  military  duty  in  time  of  peace,  so  long  as  they  shall 
continue  active  members  thereof;  and  the  certificate  of  the 
several  presidents  of  the  said  companies,  attested  by  the 
secretary,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  of  membership:  Pro^ 
vided.  That  no  company  now  formed,  or  hereafter  to  be 
formed,  as  aforesaid,  shidl  have  the  benefit  of  this  act,  un- 
til it  shall  first  obtain  a  fire  apparatus  of  the  value  of  at  least 
five  hundred  dollars:  And,  provided,  A  company  possess-  • 
ing  an  apparatus  of  the  value  of  five  hundred  dollars,  shall 
not  exempt  more  than  seventy-five;  and  a  company  possess- 
ing an  apparatus  of  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  and 
upwards,  shall  not  exempt  more  than  one  hundred. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  corporate 
authorities  in  each  of  the  said  cities  shall,  annually,  appoint 
an  inspector,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  the  condi- 
tion of  the  fire  apparatus  belonging  to  each  fire  company  at 
least  once  in  every  month,  and  to  report  its  state  to  a  fire 
department,  to  be  composed  of  the  presidents  of  the  re- 
spective fire  companies  in  each  of  the  said  cities,  who  are 
hereby  constituted  a  fire  department  for  that  purpose,  which 
shall  sit  monthly,  at  the  town-house  in  the  city  to  which 
they  belong.  And  if  the  said  inspector  shall  report  that  tlia 
fire  apparatus  of  any  one  of  the  said  fire  companies  is  so 
defective  or  out  of  repair  as  to  be  of  less  value  than  five 
hundred  dollars,  or  unfit  for  service,  and  the  company  or 
companies  whose  apparatus  shall  be  thus  reported  to  ba  so 
depreciated  in  value  or  out  of  repair,  shall  permit  the  same 
to  continue  so  for  one  calendar  month,  the  said  company 
or  companies  shall  thereupon  forfeit  all  the  rights,  privi- 
leges, and  immunities,  granted  by  this  act;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  inspector  to  communicate  this  fisict  to  the 
adjutant  of  the  regiment  of  the  city  in  which  such  company 
or  companies  may  l)clong. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  of  the 
said  fire  companies  shall  have  power  to  enforce  obedience 
to  iu  constitution  and  by-laws  by  fine  and  forfeiture;  and 
to  collect  all  such  fines  by  warrant,  to  be  issued  by  a  justice 
of  the  peace  in  the  city  where  such  company  belong,  in 
the  name  of  the  said  company;  and  the  certificate  of  the 
president  of  such  company,  that  the  person  so  fined  has 
been  fined  for  disobedience  to  the  constitution  or  by-laws 
(as  the  case  may  be)   of  fire  company  in  ■  city,  at- 

tested by  the  secrets^  of  the  said  company,  shall  be  suffi- 
cient evidence  for  the  magistrate  to  issue  his  warrant,  and 
after  having  the  party  before  him,  to  enter  up  judgment, 
and  issue  execution  thereon:  Provided,  Proof  of  such  fine 
shall  be  made  by  the  record  thereof  produced  before  the 
justice,  and  proved  by  the  secretary;  and,  if  either  of  the 
said  companies  shall  expel  any  member  thereof,  he,  the  said 
member  so  expelled,  shall  thereupon  forfeit  all  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  immunities,  granted  by  this  act;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  company  from  which  the 
said  member  shall  be  so  expelled,  immediately  to  inform 
the  captain  of  the  militia  company  within  whose  limits  the 
said  member  shall  reside,  that  he  has  been  so  expelled;  and 
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the  said  expelled  member  shall  thereupon  be  enrolled  in  the 
said  militia  company,  and  compelled  to  perform  military 
duty,  if  othcrwuje  liable  to  do  military  duty. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  and  every 
bum  and  sums  of  money  collected  under  the  aatliority  of 
this  act,  shall  be  paid  over  by  the  officer  or  other  person 
collecting  the  same,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  company  intlie 
name  of  which  the  warrant  shall  have  been  issued,  or 
money  collected;  and  upon  such  officer  or  other  person  fail- 
ing so  to  pay  over  the  same,  the  said  treasurer  may  recover 
the  same  by  warrant  or  suit,  in  his  own  name,  for  the  use 
of  the  said  fire  company,  in  the  same  manner  as  private 
debts  are  now  recovered  by  law.  And  each  and  every  of 
the  said  fire  companies  now  existing,  or  which  may  here- 
after lie  formed,  as  aforesaid,  shall,  each  for  itself,  provide 
a  fiwd  for  the  relief  of  such  member  or  members  of  such 
company,  who  shall  or  may  receive  any  corporeal  hurt  or 
injury,  or  contract  any  disease  at,  or  in  consequence  of, 
any  fire,  and  be  unable  to  provide  medical  aid,  or  whose 
family  or  families  may  be  dependent  upon  his  or  their  daily 
labor  for  support,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  family  or  fami- 
lies of  any  member  or  members  of  such  fire  company,  who 
shall  or  may  be  killed  at,  or  die  in  consequence  of,  any  in- 
jury received,  or  disease  contracted  at,  or  in  consequence 
of,  any  fire,  and  whose  family  or  families  may  have  been 
dependent  upon  his  or  their  daily  labor  for  support;  and 
the  trea^rer  of  the  said  company  shall,  after  having  paid 
all  the  expenses  which  the  said  company  shall  have  lawfully 
incurred,  pay  over  to  the  said  fund  the  residue  of  all  fines 
collected  under  the  authority  of  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing  in  this 
act  shall  be  construed  to  interfere  with  the  right  of  the  cor- 
porate authorities  of  the  several  cities  aforesaid  "to  provide 
for  the  prevention  and  extinguishment  of  fires;"  and  it  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  tlie  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
several  acts  of  incorporation  of  the  several  cities  aforesaid, 
to  give  to  the  corporate  authorities  thereof  full  power  and 
lawful  authority  to  make  all  necessary  provisions  for  the 
prevention  and  extinguishment  of  fires;  for  the  preservation 
of  order  and  protection  of  property  at  any  fire;  for  the  re- 
moval from  any  fire  of  suspicious  persons^  and  those  who 
are  disobedient  to  the  regulauions  of  the  said  several  corpo- 
rations; for  the  punishment,  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  of 
such  person  or  persons  as,  being  present  at,  refuse  to  assist, 
and  obey  the  commands  of  the  proper  officer,  in  extinguish- 
ing any  fire;  for  the  removal  of  such  property  as  may  be 
necessary  to  be  removed,  to  prevent  and  arrest  the  progress 
of  any  fires;  and  to  aid,  protect,  and  obtain  obedience  to 
the  officers  in  command  of  the  several  fire  companies,  and 
to  protect  the  members  thereof  while  iu  the  discharge  of 
their  duty  at  any  fire. 

Approved  March  2,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Catharine  Myott. 

Be  it  enacted,  S^c,  That  the  proper  officers  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  the  east  half  of  section  four- 
teen, in  township  forty-four  north,  range  one  east,  third 
principal  meridian,  in  the  State  of  IlUinois,  to  be  set  apart 
and  designated  for  Catharine  Myott,  as  part  of  the  reserva- 
tion to  which  she  is  entitled  under  the  provision  of  the  treaty 
made  at  Prairie  du  Chien  on  the  first  day  of  August,  eight- 
een hundred  and  twenty-iiine. 

Approved  March  2,  1837. 

AN  ACT  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Michael 
Dragon  to  certain  tracts  of  land  therein  mentioned. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  claims  of  Andria  Demetry, 
or  the  heirs  of  Michael  Dragon,  deceased,  to  three  several 
tracts  of  land  situate  on  the  Iwy  of  Saint  Louis,  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  the  titles  to  which  were  derived  from 
ilie  Spanish  Grovernment  of  that  country,  and  containing 
together  five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty- eight  orpens, 


be,  and  the  same  hereby  arc,  confirmed,  in  conformity 
with  the  report  made  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
land  district  of  St.  Stephen's,  acting  as  commissioners  un- 
der the  third  section  of  the  act  approved  the  second  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty -nine,  entitled  **  An  act  con- 
firming the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land 
office  for  the  district  of  St.  Stephen's,  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, and  for  other  purposes,"  dated  the  sixteenth  of  Feb- 
ruary, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty -four:  Provided,  This 
confirmation  does  not  interfere  wiUi  any  title  or  right,  if 
such  exist,  to  any  part  of  the  said  land,  acquired  by  any 
individual  or  individuals  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

Approved  March  2,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  approved  the  second  of  JoFr, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  for  the  relief  of  Stmael 
Smith,  Linn  McGhee,  and  Semoice,  Creek  Indians;  and 
also,  an  act  passed  the  second  July,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  for  the  relief  of  Susan  Marlow. 
Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That  so  much  of  the  acU  for  the  re- 
lief of  Samuel  Smith,  Linn  McGhee,  Semoice,  and  Susan 
Marlow,  as  restrict  them  to  the  entry  of  one  eniire  section 
of  land,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed;  and  Ae  said 
Samuel  Smith,  Linn  McGhee,  Semoice,  and  Susan  Mar- 
low, are  hereby  authorized  to  enter,  without  payment,  and 
by  legal  subdivisions,  a  quantity  of  land  not  exceeding  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres  each,  which  is  subject  to  entry  at 
private  sale. 

Approved  March  2,  1837. 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  ftT 

the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  following  sums  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  one  thousand  eie;ht 
hundred  and  thirty-seven,  in  addition  to  the  unexpended 
balances  of  former  appropriations,  to  wit : 

For  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant,  and  petty  officen:, 
and  of  seamen,  two  millions  four  hundred  and  fifity-four 
thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars. 

To  enable  the  President,  provided  he  should  deem  it 
necessary,  to  ofi'er  a  bounty  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
the  enlistment  of  seamen,  seventy-two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  pay  of  superintendents,  naval  constructors,  and 
all  the  civil  establishments  at  the  several  yBxda,  sixty-nine 
thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  provisions,  seven  hundred  and  sixty -two  thonsand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars. 

For  the  repairs  of  vessels  in  ordinary,  and  the  repairs  and 
wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  commission,  one  million  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  medicines  and  surgical  instruments,  hospital  stores, 
and  other  expenses  on  account  of  the  sick,  thirty-nine  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  navy  yard 
at  Portsmouth, New  Hampshire,  forty-seven  thousand  seven 
hundred  dollars. 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  navy  yard 
at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  one  hundred  and  twenty - 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  navy  yard 
at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  sixty-two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  navy  yard 
at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  thirty-four  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  navy  yard 
at  Washington,  fifty-two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  navy  yard 
at  Gosport,  Virginia,  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  five 
hundred  doUan. 
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For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  navy  yard 
near  Pensacola,  seventy -eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  seventy-two  thousand 
dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  that  may  accrae  for  the  fol- 
lowing purposes,  to  wit :  for  the  freight  and  transportation 
of  materials  and  stores  of  every  description ;  for  wharfage 
and  dockage ;  storage  and  rent ;  travelling  expenses  of  offi- 
cers and  transportation  of  seamen ;  house  rent  for  pursers 
when  attached  to  yards  and  stations  where  no  house  is  pro- 
vided; for  funeral  expenses;  for  commission,  clerk  hire, 
office  rent,  stationary  and  fuel  to  navy  agents ;  for  premi- 
ums and  incidental  expenses  of  recruiting ;  for  apprehend- 
ing deserters;  for  compensation  to  judge  advocates;  for 
'  per  diem  allowance  to  persons  attending  courts  martial  and 
courts  of  inquiry ;  for  printing  and  stationary  of  every  de- 
scription, and  for  working  the  lithrographic  press,  and  for 
books,  maps,  charts,  mathematical  and  nautical  instruments, 
chronemeters,  models,  and  drawings;  for  the  purchase  and 
repair  of  fire  engines  and  machinery,  and  for  the  repair  of 
steam  engines ;  for  the  purchase  and  maintenance  of  oxen 
and  horses,  and  for  carts,  timber-wheels,  and  workmen's 
tools  of  every  description;  for  postage  of  letters  on  public 
service ;  for  pilotage  and  towing  ships  of  War ;  for  cabin 
furniture  of  vessels  in  conunission ;  taxes  and  assessments 
on  public  property ;  for  asdstance  rendered  to  vessels  in 
distress ;  for  incidental  labor  at  navy  yards,  not  applicable 
to  any  other  appropriation ;  for  coal  and  other  fuel,  and  for 
candles  and  oil ;  for  repairs  of  magazines  or  powder-houses ; 
for  preparing  moulds  for  ships  to  be  built,  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatever,  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  for  objects  not  hereinbefore 
-enumerated,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  mu- 
sicians, and  privates,  and  subsistence  of  the  officers  of  the 
marine  corps,  one  himdred  and  sixty-three  thousand  and 
nineteen  dollars  and  sixty  cents. 

For  the  provisions  of  the  non-commissioned  officers,  mu- 
sicians, and  privates  serving  on  shore,  servants  and  wash- 
erwomen, thirty-three  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  dollars  and  eighty  cents. 

For  clothing,  thirty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  dollars. 

For  fuel,  fourteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine  dollars. 

For  keeping  the  present  barracks  in  repair  until  new 
ones  can  be  erected,  and  for  the  repair  of  barracks  at  head- 
quarters, and  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  ten  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  transportation  of  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, musicians,  and  privates,  and  expenses  of  recruiting, 
six  thousand  dollars. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  surgical  instruments,  and 
pay  of  matron,  four  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
dollars  and  twenty-nine  cents. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  corps,  freight,  ferriage, 
toll,  wharfage,  and  cartage,  per  diem  adlowance  for  attend- 
ing courts  of  inquiry,  compensation  to  judge  advocates, 
house-rent  where  there  are  no  public  quarters  assigned, 
incidental  labor  in  the  quartermaster's  department,  expenses 
of  burying  deceased  persons  belonging  to  the  marine  corps, 
printing,  stationary,  forage,  postage  on  public  letters,  ex- 
penses in  pursuing  deserters,  candles  and  oil  for  the  difier- 
ent  stations,  straw  for  the  men,  barrack  furniture,  bed  sacks, 
'  spades,  axes,  shovels,  picks,  and  carpenters'  tools,  seven- 
teen thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-seven  dollars  and 
ninety-three  cents. 

For  militaiy  stores,  pay  of  armorers,  keeping  arms  in  re- 
pair, drums,  fifes,  flags,  accoutrements,  and  ordnance  stores, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  launching  and  securing  the  ship  of  the  line  Pennsyl- 
vania, one  hundced  thouisaad  dollars,^ 


For  building  and  equipping  two  sloops  of  war,  from 
frames  already  provided  under  former  appropriations,  two 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars; 

And  also  six  vessels  of  war,  if  not  less  than  ten  nor 
more  than  eighteen  guns,  four  hundred  thousand  d<41ars, 
in  addition  to  any  materials  on  hand. 

For  erecting  and  furnishing  a  new  hospital  building, 
and  for  a  dwelling  for  an  assistant  surgeon;  for  the  repairs 
of  tbe  present  building,  and  for  all  expenses  upon  their  de- 
pendencies near  Pensacola,  forty-seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  erecting  a  sea-wall  to  protect  the  shore,  for  enclo- 
sing the  hospital  grounds,  for  completing  the  basement  oi 
south  wing,  for  repairing  damages  sustained  from  a  recent 
gale,  and  for  all  other  expenses  upon  the  dependencies  of 
the  hospital  near  Norfolk,  eighteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  graduating  and  enclosing  the  grounds  about  the  na- 
val asylum  near  Philadelphia,  and  for  all  other  expenses 
upon  the  building  and  its  dependencies,  ten  thousand  four 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

Towards  an  extension  of  tbe  hospital  building  near 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  for  enclosing  the  grounds,  and  for 
all  other  expenses  'upon  its  dependencies,  sixty-six  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  completion  of  the  present  hospital  building  near 
Boston,  and  for  all  expenses  upon  its  dependencies,  one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  repair  of  the  enclosure,  and  for  the  sea-wall  of 
the  magazine  upon  Ellis's  island,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York, 
one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  completion  of  the  enclosure  of  the  magazine 
near  Boston,  the  wharf  and  other  dependencies,  two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  that  portion  of  land  belonging  to 
the  town  of  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  enclosed  by  the  walls 
of  the  navy  yard  at  Gosport,  four  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy -nine  dollars. 

To  defn^  any  additional  expenses  that  may  be  incurred 
in  making  an  examination  and  survey  of  the  harbors  of 
Beaufort  and  Wilmington,  in  North  Carolina,  with  a  view 
to  determine  the  respective  facilities  and  advantages  for  the 
establishment  of  a  navy  yard,  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  survey  of  May  river  fipom  Tybee  bar  to  the 
Hunting  island,  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  a  similar  object. 

For  payment  to  Thomas  J.  Harris  of  his  proportion  of 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  appropriated  by  Congress 
for  the  capture  of  a  piratical  felucca,  in  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-three,  twenty-nine  dollars  and  sixteen  cents. 

To  defray  the  expense  of  examining  the  shoals  of  George's 
Bank,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  upon  the  practica- 
bility of  erecting  a  light-house  upon  the  same,  (in  aid  of 
the  genreal  appropriations  for  the  navy,)  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  following 
sums,  being  the  unexpended  balances  of  former  appropria- 
tions which  have  been  carried  to  the  account  of  the  Burplus 
fund,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  reappropriated,  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  unappropriated  in  the  Treasuiy, 
viz: 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  acts  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade,  including  their  support  in  the  United  States, 
and  for  a  term  not  exceeding  six  months  after  their  arrival 
in  Afirica,  of  all  persons  removed  firom  the  United  States 
under  the  said  acts,  eleven  thousand  four  hundred  and  thir- 
teen dollars  and  fifty-seven  cents. 

For  payment  of  prize-money  to  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  late  private-armed  brig  General  Armstrong,  and  the  le- 
gal representatives  of  such  as  may  be  dead,  two  tiionsand 
dollars. 

Sec^  8.  And  be  it  furtfier  enacted.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  distrib- 
ute the  resttdue  of  the  prize-money  heretofore  deposited  in 
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the  Treasury  belcMiging  to  the  crewa  of  the  men-of-war  Bon 
Homme  Richard,  and  Alliance,  commanded  by  John  Paul 
Jones,  in  the  revolutionary  war,  among  the  several  persons 
entitled  thereto,  and  to  pay  them  the  sums  respectively  due, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  ap- 
propriated at  the  last  session  for  the  erection  of  a  brick  en- 
closure of  the  navy  yard  at  Pensacola  shall  be  expended  to 
suit  the  present  plan  of  the  yard,  and  in  such  manner  as  the 
navy  commissioners  shall  direct. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  inadedy  That,  under  the  laws 
providing  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy,  the 
President  be  authorized  to  cause  articles  of  a  durable  char- 
acter to  be  purchased  for  the  armament  and  equipment  as 
well  as  for  the  building  of  vessels. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  current  expenses 

of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipu- 
lations with  the  various  Indian  tribes  for  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Be  it  enaetedj  ^e..  That  the  following  sums  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  appropriated,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
the  current  expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  and  of  ful- 
filling treaty  stipulations  with  the  various  Indian  tribes,  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated ;  that  is  to  say: 

For  the  pay  of  the  superintendent  of  Indian  afiairs  at  St. 
Louis,  and  the  several  Indian  agents,  as  provided  by  the 
act  of  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four, 
twelve  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  pay  of  sub-agents,  authorized  by  the  same  act, 
ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  pay  of  interpreters,  as  authorized  by  the  same 
act,  eight  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  presents  to  Indians,  authorized  by  the  same  act,  five 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  provisions  for  Indians,  at  the  distri- 
bution of  annuities,  while  on  visits  of  business  with  the 
superintendents  and  agents,  and  when  assembled  on  pub- 
lic business^  eleven  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  necessary  buildings  required  at  the  several  agen- 
cies, and  repairs  thereof^  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  postages,  rents,  stationary,  fuel  for  offices,  and  other 
contingencies  of  the  Indian  department,  seven  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  salary  of  one  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Governor 
of  Wisconsin  Territory,  who  is  ex  officio  superintendent  of 
Indian  affiiirs,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  salary  of  one  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  acting 
superintendent  of  the  Western  Territory,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  Six  Nations  of  New  York,  four  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Senecas  of  New  York,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Ottawaa,  four  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Wyandots,  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 
dollars. 

For  the  Wyandots,  Munsees,  and  Delawares,  oner  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  Christian  Indians,  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Miamies,  thirty  thousand  one  hundred  and  ten 
dollars. 

For  the  Eel  Rivers,  one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Fottawatamies,  twenty  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  the  Pottawatamies  of  Huron,  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Pottawatamies  of  the  Prairie,  sixteen  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  Pottawatamies  of  the  Wabash,  twenty  thousand 
dollars. 


For  the  Pottawatamies  of  Indiana,  seventeen  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  Chippewas,  Ottawas,  and  Pottawatamies,  thirty- 
four  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

For  the  Winnebagoes,  thirty-seven  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  dollars. 

For  the  Mencmonies,  thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  Chippewas,  six  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
forty  dollars.  ' 

For  the  Chippewas,  Menomonies,  Winnebagoes,  and 
New  York  Indians,  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Sioux  of  Mississippi,  three  thousand  six  hundred 
and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  Yancton  and  Santie  band  of  Sioux,  four  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  Omahas,  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty 
dollars. 

For  the  Sacs  of  Missouri,  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
forty  dollars. 

For  the  Sacs,  three  thousand  doUais. 

For  the  Foxes,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  lowas,  five  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  twenty- three  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  twenty  doUaxs. 

For  the  Sacs,  Foxes,  and  lowas,  three  thousand  dollati. 

For  the  Ottoes  and  Missourias,  five  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  Kanzas,  six  thousand  and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  Osages,  eleven  thousand  and  forty  dollais. 

For  the  Kickapoos,  six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Kaskaskias  and  Peorias,  three  thousand  dolkra. 

For  the  Kaskaskias,  Peorias,  Weas,  and  Piankssfaa«% 
nine  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  Piankeshaws,  thirteen  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Weas,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Delawares,  ten  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty 
dollars. 

For  the  Shawnecs,  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty 
dollars. 

For  the  Shawnees  and  Delawares,  five  hundred  doUars. 

For  the  Shawnees  and  Senecas  of  Lewistown,  one  tfaou- 
sand  nine  hundred  and  for^  dollars. 

For  the  Senecas  of  Lewistown,  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  Choctaws,  fifty-four  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty  dollars. 

For  the  Chickasaws,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Creeks,  forty-seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty  dollars. 

For  the  Quapaws,  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty 
dollars. 

For  tlie  Florida  Indians,  nine  thousand  dx  hundred  and 
ten  dollars. 

For  the  Pawnees,  twelve  thousand  doUars. 

For  Uie  Cherokees  west,  six  thousand  nine  hundred  snd 
sixty  dollars. 

For  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewas,  sixty  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

For  the  Caddoes,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  transportation  and  incidental  expenses,  twenty-nine 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Fer  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Creeks,  and  purchase 
of  articles  according  to  the  treaty  of  the  twenty-fourth 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  for  the  subsist- 
ence of  the  families  of  the  warriors  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  the  expenses  attending  the  sales  of 
Creek  reservations,  and  investigating  the  frauds  committed 
on  these  Indians,  and  the  causes  of  their  hostility,  seven 
hundred  and  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-six 
dollars. 
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For  the  remoTal  and  sabsistence  of  the  Seminolcs^  one 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  remoral  and  subsistence  of  the  Ottawas  of  the 
Maumee>  thirteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  remoral  and  subsistence  of  the  Pottawatamies  of 
Indiana,  and  for  locating  reservations  and  incidental  ex- 
penses, under  the  treaty  with  the  Pottawatamies  of  St.  Jo- 
seph, of  the  twentifith  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,  ninety  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Chippewas,  Otta- 
was, and  Pottawatamies,  under  the  treaty  of  twenty-sixth 
September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and  for  loca- 
ting reservations,  and  incidental  expenses  under  the  treaty 
with  the  same  of  the  twenty-ninth  July,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-nine,  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand 
dollars. 

For  locating  reservations  and  incidental  expenses  under 
the  treaty  with  the  Winnebagoes  of  the  first  of  August, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Sioux  and 
other  tribes  of  the  fifteenth  of  July,  eighteen  tiundred  and 
thirty,  so  far  a»  it  relates  to  the  Sioux  half-breeds,  and  for 
compensation  to  a  blacksmith,  under  the  act  of  the  thirtieth 
of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  Omahas,  lowas,  Ottoes,  and  Tancton  and  Santie 
Sioux,  under  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  fifleenth 
of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  in  relation  to  half- 
breeds  of  these  tribes,  one  Uiousand  dollars. 

For  the  various  expenses  growing  out  of  the  location  and 
•ale  of  Choctaw  reservations,  and  perfecting  titles  to  the 
same,  and  for  additional  compensation  to  blacksmiths,  as 
provided  for  by  the  Jiinth  section  of  the  act  of  June  thirty, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  eight  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  fifth  and  sixth  sections  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Osages  of  June  second,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  relative  to  reservations  for  half-breeds  and 
for  schools,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  carrying  mto  effect  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
the  Kanzas  of  the  third  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  in  relation  to  reservations  for  half-bieeds,  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  canying  into  effect  the  supplementary  article  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Delawarcs  of  the  third  of  December,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,  in  relation  to  reservations  for  schools, 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  erection  of  a  horse-mill,  as  stipulated  in  the  fifth 
article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Ottoes  and  Missouriaa  of  the 
twenty-first  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
three,  in  addition  to  a  former  appropriation,  nine  hundred 
dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  blacksmiths  for  the  Cher- 
okees,  as  provided  for  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of 
June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  a  blacksmith  for  the  Me- 
nomonies,  as  provided  for  by  the  ninth  section  of  the  act 
of  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  blacksmiths  for  the  Sen- 
Mas  and  Shawnees,  as  provided  for  by  the  ninth  section  of 
the  act  of  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four, 
two  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  agricultural  assistance  for  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  in 
addition  to  the  amount  heretofore  allowed,  and  to  which 
they  are  entitled  by  an  equitable  construction  of  the  treaties 
of  the  fourth  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-four, 
and  the  fifteenth  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  sev- 
en hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  purpose  of  supplying  a  deficiency  in  the  sum 
eppiicable  to  the  payment  of  annuitiee  for  eighteen  hundred 


and  thirty-six,  caused  by  the  detention,  as  commissions  on 
disbursement,  by  Lieutenant  N.  J.  Eaton,  United  Statee 
army,  of  this  amount,  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  dollars :  Provided  always.  That  this  appropria- 
tion shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  give  any  sanction  to 
any  disbursing  officer  in  retaining  commissions  on  any  sum 
of  money  paid  .by  him  in  pursuance  of  treaty  stipulations ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  still  considered  the  duty  of  Uie 
proper  officers  to  use  all  legal  means  to  compel  the  payment 
of  said  sum  of  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
dollars,  retained  by  Lieutenant  N.  J.  Eaton. 

For  pa3rment  of  balance  due  Andrew  8.  Hughes  and 
Jonathan  L.  Bean,  in  (^mpliance  with  an  arrangement 
made  with  them,  February  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-two,  by  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  at 
St.  Louis,  in  pursuance  to  instructions  from  the  War  De- 
partment, sixteen  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  payment  to  Charles  Rodgers  the  appraised  value 
of  a  distillery  built  by  him  prior  to  the  act  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thhiy-four,  and  sfterwards  destroyed  by  order  of 
the  Indian  agents,  and  for  which  he  was  promised  indem- 
nity, the  sum  of  sixteen  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars. 

For  the  purpose  of  paying  the  expenses  of  two  Fox  chiefii 
and  their  attendants,  in  coming  to  the  city  of  Washington, 
on  necessary  business,  and  returning  to  their  nation,  the 
sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
pay  a  subscription  made  in  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  for 
the  Indian  department,  of  fifty  copies  of  the  History  of  the 
Indian  Tribes  of  North  America,  with  biographical  sketches, 
to  be  composed  of,  say  twenty  numbers  each,  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purpose  of  fulfilling  the  stipulations  in  the  twen- 
tieth article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Choctaws  of  die  twenty- 
seventh  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  provi- 
ding for  the  education  of  forty  Choctaw  youths,  in  addition 
to  the  sum  heretofore  provided,  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars. 

For  holding  treaties  with  the  various  tribes  of  Indians 
east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  for  the  cession  of  lands  held  by 
them  respectively,  and  for  their  removal  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  Eleazer 
Williams,  in  coming  from  Green  Bay,  and  returning  home, 
on  business  relative  to  the  Oneida  Indians,  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Menomoniee 
of  the  third  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  and 
forty  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaties  with  the  Pottawata- 
mies of  the  fifth  of  August,  twentieth,  twenty-second,  and 
thirty-third  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-)ux, 
and  eleventh  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven, 
seventy-three  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-three  dol- 
lars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  lowas  of  the 
seventeenth  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty 'Six, 
sixty -five  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety  dollars.. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaties  with  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes  of  iie  seventeenth,  twenty-seventh,  and  twenty- 
eighth  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  one 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty 
dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Ottoes  and 
Missouriaa  of  die  fifleenth  October,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  e£fect  the  treaty  with  the  Omahas  of  the 
fifteenth  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  two 
thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  canying  into  effect  the  treaties  with  the  Sioux  of  the 
tenth  of  September,  fifleenth  October,  and  thirtieth  Novem- 
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ber,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  pay  of  four  additional  sub-agents,  three  thousand 
dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  more  particular  exam- 
ination of  the  vacant  Indian  country  southwest  of  the 
Missouri  river,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  its  adaptation,  in 
quality  and  extent,  to  the  accommodation  of  the  tribes  yet 
to  be  removed,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  holding  treaties  with  the  Sioux  Indians  to  extin- 
guish their  title  to  that  part  of  their  lands  lying  east  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  a  deputation  of  the  New  York  Indians 
to  visit  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  with  a  view  to 
the  selection  of  a  permanent  residence,  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  expenses  of  a  deputation  of  the  Chippewas  of 
Saginaw,  for  the  same  object^  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  Hendrick,  a  Stockbridge 
Indian,  and  of  two  Iowa  chiela,  and  their  attendants,  who 
have  visited  the  seat  of  (jrovemment  on  business  during 
the  present  winter,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  treaty  with  the  Wyan- 
dot Indians  of  Upper  Sandusky,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  holding  treaties  with  the  various  tribes  «a«t  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  for  the  cession  of  lands  held  by  them  re- 
spectively, and  for  their  removal  west  of  said  river;  and 
with  the  Sioux  for  the  cession  of  their  country  lying  east 
of  the  same  river,  and  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  more 
particular  examination  of  the  vacant  lands  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  it  be  sufficient  to 
accommodate  the  tribes  remaining  east  of  said  river,  seven- 
teen thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  etiaeiedy  That  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated, out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  suitable  agents,  to  inquire  what  depredations  were  com- 
mitted by  the  Seminole  and  Creek  Indians  on  the  property 
of  citizens  of  Florida,  Georgia,  and  Alabama,  imme- 
diately before  the  commencement  of  actual  hostilities  on 
the  part  of  said  respective  tribes  of  Indians:  what  amount 
of  depredations  were  committed  during  the  pendency  of 
said  hostilities;  what  portion  of  the  Creek  tribe  were  en- 
gaged in  such  hostilities,  and  what  depredations  have  been 
committed  by  a  remnant  of  said  tribe  supposed  to  be  friend- 
ly, and  a  part  of  whom  were  actually  employed  against 
the  Seminoles,  since  the  removal  of  the  main  body  of  them 
west  of  the  Mississippi;  and  that  the  President  report  the 
information  so  acquired  to  Congress  at  its  next  session: 
Provided^  Nothing  hereinbefore  contained  Shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  subject  the  United  States  to  pay  for  depreda- 
tions not  provided  for  by  the  act  of  April  ninth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixteen,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereto;  nor 
by  acts  regulating  the  intercourse  between  the  Indian  tribes 
and  the  United  States. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Preident 
may  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint,  by  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  Senate,  three  additional  Indian  agents,  one 
for  the  Greek,  one  for  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  and 
one  for  the  tribes  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  who  shall  ex- 
ecute the  same  duties,  posess  the  same  powers,  and  receive 
the  same  pay  and  emoluments  as  those  now  authorized  by 
law  execute,  possess,  and  receive;  and  that  the  salaries  of 
of  said  agents  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  change  the  titles  of  certain  officers  in  the  navy. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^rc.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of 

this  act,  all  <<  masters  commandant"  in  the  navy  shall  be 


taken  to  be,  and  shall  be  called  '*  commanders,"  and  all 
<<  sailing-masters"  shall  be  taken  to  be,  and  shall  be  called 
<' masters;"  but  such  change  of  title  shall  not  impair,  or 
in  any  way  affect,  the  rank,  pay,  or  privileges  of  any  masr 
ter  commandant  or  sailing-master  now  in  the  service:  and 
should  they  receive  new  commissions  or  warrants,  they 
shall,  respectively,  talie  rank  from  the  date  of  their  pres- 
ent commissions. 

Approved  March  8,  1837. 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  uovemment  for  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven. 

Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  any  unappro- 
priated money  in  the  Treasury,  viz: 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  members  of  CoDgiess  and 
delegates,  three  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand  and  forty 
dollars; 

For  pay  of  the  officers  and  clerks  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Bfpresentatives,  thirty-three  thousand  seven  hnn- 
dred  dollars; 

For  stationary,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  other  contingent 
expenses  of  the  Senate,  forty-nine  thousand  five  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars; 

For  stationary,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  other  contingent 
expenses  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars; 

The  two  sums  Last  mentioned  to  be  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  severally,  and  to  no  other  purpose. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  Sutes,  the  Secretary  of  Sute,  the  Secrets^ 
of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretaiy  of 
the  Navy,  and  the  Postmaster  General,  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars; 

For  salary  of  the  secretary  to  sign  patents  for  public 
lands,  per  act  of  March  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-three, one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  twenty  thousand  three  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Department  of  State, 
including  publishing  and  distributing  the  laws,  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars; 

For  compiling  and  printing  the  Biennial  Register,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  superintendent  and  watchman  of  the  noitheaat 
executive  building,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  including  fuel, 
labor,  oil,  and  repairs,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  sixteen  thousand 
four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  said  office,  per  act  of 
twenty-third  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty -six,  three 
thousand  six  hundred  dollara; 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  TVeas- 
ury,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation,  to  the  clerks  and  mesaengen  in  the 
office  of  the  First  Comptroller,  nineteen  thousand  three 
hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Comptroller,  three 
thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Second  Comptroller,  including  two  clerkships 
transferred  from  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  twelve 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
three  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  First  Auditor,  fifteen  thousand  nine  hundred 
dollars; 
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For  compensation  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
three  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Second  Auditor,  seventeen  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  Third  Auditor,  three  thousand 
dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Third  Auditor,  twenty-nine  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  including  two  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars  for  clerk  hire  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  of  the  seven- 
teenth of  January  last,  entitled  «  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  horses  and  other  property  lost  or  destroyed  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States;" 

For  compensation  to  th»  Fourth  Auditor,  three  thousand 
dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  fifteen  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  Fifth  Auditor,  three  thousand 
dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  nine  thousand  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars; 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
three  thousand  dollare; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  including  a  de- 
ficiency of  appropriation  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-four 
dollars  and  sixty-four  cents,  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  eleven  thousand  and  fourteen  dollars  and 
sixty-four  cents;  * 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  three 
thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the 
office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  twenty-four  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  per  act  of  fourth  of  July,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  three  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  recorder,  solicitor,  draughtsman, 
and  assistant  draughtsman,  clerks,  messengers,  and  pack- 
ers, in  tile  office  of  the  Comnussioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  one  hundred  and  eight  thousand  seven  hundzed  and 
fifty  dollars;  and  the  annua]  salary  of  the  recorder  of  the 
General  Land  Office  shall  be  two  tiiousand  dollars;  and  the 
•urn  of  nine  hundred  dollars  shall  be  paid  Charles  Gordon 
for  services  rendered  under  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
second  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  tiiirty-six; 

For  deficiency  to  be  appropriated  on  account  of  salaries, 
for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  to  the  Com- 
missioner and  other  officers  in  the  General  Land  Office, 
twenty-seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars 
and  ten  cents; 

For  compensation  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerics  and  messenger  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  three  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  expenses  of  stationary,  printing,  and  all  otiier  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Treasury  Department,  viz: 

For  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  inclu- 
ding copying  and  expenses  incurred  in  consequence  of  the 
burning  of  the  Treasury  building,  twelve  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars; 

For  translating  foreign  languages,  and  for  receiving  and 
transmitting  passports  and  sesr-letters,  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  three  hundred  dbUars; 

For  stating  and  printing  public  accounts,  one  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  office  of  the  First  Comptroller,  two  thousand 
dollars; 

Vox.  XIII--C 


For  the  office  of  tiie  Second  Comptroller,  one  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  office  of  tiie  First  Auditor,  eight  hundred  dol« 
lars; 

For  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor,  one  tiiousand  dol- 
lars; 

For  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor,  thirteen  hundred 
dollars; 

For  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  one  thousand  dol- 
lars; 

For  the  office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  one  thousand  dol- 
lars; 

For  the  office  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  one 
thousand  three  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  three  thou« 
sand  dollars; 

For  the  office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  one  thou- 
sand dollars; 

For  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pieces  of  parch- 
ment for  patents;  printing  the  same;  and,  also,  the  cost  of 
books  for  patent  records,  twenty-nine  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars; 

For  tract-books,  otiier  books,  and  stationary,  furniture^ 
expense  of  advertising  land  sales,  and  other  contingent  ex* 
penses,  including  office  rent  for  an  additional  building,  ten 
thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  superintendent  and  two  watchmen 
for  the  additional  building  for  the  use  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  salary  of  the  secretary  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  from  eighth  February  to  eleventh  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  tiiirty-six,  forty-three  dollars  and 
ninety -five  cents; 

For  compensation  to  the  superintendent  and  watchman 
of  the  southeast  executive  building,  two  thousand  one  hun- 
dred dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  building  occupied  by  the 
Treasury,  including  fuel,  oil,  labor,  repairs,  furniture,  and 
for  rent,  amounting  to  four  tiiousand  four  hundred  and  fif- 
ty dollars  per  annum,  twelve  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  including  sixty-five  dollars 
and  seventy-one  cents,  alrrearages  due  Samuel  J.  Potts,  for 
clerk  hire  and  for  messenger  in  the  Bounty  Land  Bureau, 
thirteen  tiiousand  one  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  and  sev- 
enty-one cents; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the  Sbcvetaiy  of 
War,  three  thousand  dollars; 

For  books,  maps,  and  plans  for  the  War  Department 
one  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  extra  clerks,  when  employed  in 
said  office,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affidrs, 
three  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affiurs,  sixteen  thou- 
sand four  hundred  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two  thousand 
dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  transferred  ft^m  the  of- 
fice of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Pensions,  four  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  messengers  for  the  office 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  authorized  by  act  of 
ninth  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  thnrteen  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  office 
of  the  Paymaster  General,  four  thousand  six  hundred  dol- 
lars; 
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For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  three  hundred 
dollars; 

For  cojppensation  of  clerk  and  messenger  in  the  office  of 
the  Commanding  General,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  three  hundred 
dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  of- 
iice  of  the  Adjutant  Genei-al,  seven  thousand  six  hundied 
and  fifty  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  office 
of  the  Quartermaster  Generar,  seven  thousand  three  hun- 
dred dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  six  hundred  dol- 
lars; 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  office 
of  the  Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  four  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  eight  hundred 
dollars; 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  office 
of  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  four  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  office 
of  the  Chief  Engineer,  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  one  thousand 
dollars; 

For  compensation  to  clerk  and  messenger  in  the  office 
of  the  Surgeon  General,  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  five  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  Ord- 
nance office,  «ight  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars; 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  to- 
pographical bureau,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  bureau,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  messenger  in  the  clothing  bu- 
reau, per  act  of  July  fourth,  eighteen  hundred  and  tliirty- 
six,  five  hundred  dollars;  * 

For  salary  of  the  messenger  in  the  office  of  the  inspector 
general  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  8ui>erintendent  and  watchmen'  of 
the  northwest  executive  building,  two  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars: 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  including  rent, 
fuel,  furniture,  labor,  and  repairs,  three  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  doIlu*s; 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  twelve  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  three  thousand 
dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board, 
.  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  secretary  of  the  Navy  Board, 
two  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  of  the  Na- 
vy Board,  eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  dollars; 

For  salary  of  superintendent  and  watchmen  of  the  south- 
west executive  building,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars; 


For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  three  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  three  Assistant  Postmaster  Generals, 
per  act  thinl  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-iiw,  seven 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  Gen- 
eral Post  Office,  forty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  including  expense 
of  new  offices  and  fuel  for  the  Auditor*s  office,  ten  thousand 
dollars; 

For  repairs,  books,  and  stationary,  already  incurred,  over 
and  above  the  appropriations  of  former  years,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  re-organization  of  the  Post  Office  Depart* 
ment,  six  tliousand  seven  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  two  Wftchmen,  six  hundred  dol- 
lars; 

For  compensation  to  extra  clerks,  prior  to  thiid  July, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  when  the  act  reofganizing 
the  Department  went  into  operation,  twenty-two  thousand 
four  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars  and  eighty-one  cents; 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Office,  three 
thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  messengers  in  said  office, 
fifty-five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  incliidiiig  hooks, 
stationary,  printing,  and  expenses  incidental  to  new  offices^ 
eight  thousand  two  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  Surveyor  General  nor^west  of 
the  Ohio,  two  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  his  office,  per  acts  of 
ninth  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  six  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General  for  Illinois 
and  Missouri,  two  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  said  Sarvejor 
General,  per  acts  of  ninth  of  May,  eighteen  hundied  and 
thirty-six,  three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  doUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General  of  Arkansas, 
two  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  said  Surveyor 
General,  three  thousand  dollars,  and  for  office-rent  and 
fuel,  three  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Louisiana, 
two  thousand  dollars; 

For  eompensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  said  Surveyor 
General,  per  acts  of  ninth  May,  eighteen  hundied  and 
thirty-six,  twenty-five  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General  of  Mississippi, 
two  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  office  of  said  Surv^or 
General,  per  acts  of  ninth  May,  ^eighteen  hundied  and 
thirty-six,  five  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General  for  Alaban^ 
two  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  office  of  said  Surveyor 
General,  per  acts  of  ninth  May,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  two  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Florida,  two 
thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  office  of  said  Surveyor 
General,  three  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  expenses  of  completing  the  copies  of  confirma- 
tions and  orders  of  survey,  and  procuring  from  the  offices 
of  the  registers  copies  of  plats  and  sketches  necessary  to  a 
correct  location  of  private  claim,  explained  in  the  report 
from  the  General  Land  Office,  two  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings in  Washington,  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars; 

For  compensation  to  three  assistants  to  Commissioner,  as 
superintendent  Potomac  bridge,  two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  sixty-three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents; 
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For  repairs  of  the  said  bridge,  wood  for  the  draw-keepers, 
and  oil  for  lamps,  two  hundred  and  seventy-seyen  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerks  of  the  Mint, 
nineteen  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  assistants  and  laborers  in  the  vari- 
ous departments  of  the  Mint,  twenty-four  thousand  dollars; 

For  wastage  of  gold  and  silver,  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Mint,  including  improvement  in  machinery,  thirty- 
eight  thousand  one  hundred  dollars; 

For  expenses  incident  to  the  introduction  of  new  ma- 
chinery and  apparatus,  twenty  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  governor,  judges,  and  secretary 
of  Wisconsin  Territory,  nine  thousand  one  hundred  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  and  compensation  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  said  Territory,  and 
printing  the  laws,  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  governor,  judges,  and  secretary 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  eleven  thousand  seven  hundred 
dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses,  pay,  and  mileage  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  Council  of  said  Territovy,  station- 
aiy,  fuel,  printing,  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  Council,  and 
copying  laws,  ten  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-five 
dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  chief  justice,  the  associate 
judgres,  and  district  judges  of  the  United  States,  eighty-four 
thousand  nine  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  chief  justice  and  associate 
judges  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  the  judges  of  the 
orphans'  courts  of  said  District,  nine  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,  four  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  clerk  and  messenger  in  the  office  of 
the  Attorney  (General,  one  thousand  three  hundred  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  five  hundred  dol- 
lars; 

For  compensation  to  the  reporter  of  the  decisions  of  tlie 
Supreme  Court,  one  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  district  attorneys  and  marshals, 
as  granted  by  law,  including  those  in  the  several  Territo- 
ries, thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the 
district  courts  of  the  United  States,  including  the  District 
of  Columbia;  also,  for  jurors  and  witnesses  in  aid  of  the 
funds  arising  from  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  incurred 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven  and  prece- 
ding years;  and  likewise  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  suits 
in  which  the  United  States  are  concerned,  and  of  prosecu- 
tions for  offences  committed  against  the  United  States,  and 
for  the  safe-keeping  of  prisoners,  three  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  dollars; 

For  expenses  of  printing  the  records  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
three  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  payment  of  pensions  g^nted  by  special  acts  of 
C^ongress,  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  the  support  and  maintenance  of  light-houses,  float- 
ing-lights, beacons,  buoys,  and  stakages,  including  the  pur- 
chase of  lamps,  oil,  keepers'  salaries,  repairs,  improvements, 
and  contingent  expenses,  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
thousand  and  fifty-five  dollars; 

For  a  bell,  and  fixing  the  same  on  the  light-house  at 
Cove  point,  in  the  Chesapeake  bay,  being  the  amount  of  an 
appropriation  for  that  purpose,  which  will  be  carried  to  the 
surplus  fund,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars; 

For  a  light-house  at  the  mouth  of  Chofuncte  liver,  being 
the  amount  of  a  former  appropriation  for  that  object,  which 
will  be  carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  five  thousand  dollars; 

For  two  small  beacon-lights  on  Cockspur  island,  at  the 
mouth  of  Savannah  river,  including  four  thousand  dollars 
already  appropriated,  wMch  will  be  carried  to  the  surplus 
fund,  seven  thousand  dollars; 


For  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States  including  ar- 
rears of  compensation  and  expenses  of  the  superintendent, 
estimating  his  compensation  at  three  thousand  dollars  per 
annum,  and  his  expenses  at  the  same  rate,  from  August  sec- 
ond, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  including  also, 
such  additional  payment  to  the  army  and  navy  officers  em- 
ployed upon  the  survey  for  their  past  services  and  expenses 
as  the  President  may  decide  to  be  just  and  proper,  sixty 
thousand  dollars; 

For  completing  the  public  warehouse  at  Baltimore,  fifty 
thousand  dollars; 

For  the  custom-house  at  Boston,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars; 

For  refunding  duties  on  railroad  iron  to  the  I^exington 
and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  imported  in  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-two  and  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three,  per 
act  of  second  July,  eighteen  hund^  and  thirty-six,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars;   " 

For  expense  in  relation  to  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent 
debtors  of  the  United  States,  three  thousand  dollars; 

For  deficiency  in  the  fund  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and 
disabled  seamen,  as  establed  by  act  of  third  May,  eighteen 
hundred  and  two,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  compensation  to  two  keepers  of  the  public  ar- 
chives in  Florida,  one  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims  against 
the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  be 
admitted  in  due  course  of  settlement  at  the  Treasury,  twelve 
thousand  dollars; 

For  an  addition  to  the  existing  unexpended  balances  of 
appropriation  for  surveys  of  the  public  lands,  to  be  duly  ap- 
portioned to  the  several  districts,  according  to  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  public  service,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars; 

For  completing  the  surveys  of  unfinished  portions  of 
townships,  island,  lakes,  &c.  viz: 

In  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  and  Wisconsin,  not  ex- 
ceeding five  dollars  per  mile,  three  thousand  and  forty  dol- 
lars; 

In  Florida,  not  exceeding  five  dollars  per  mile,  six  thou- 
sand dollars; 

In  Louisiana,  not  exceeding  eight  dollars  per  mile,  twen- 
ty thousand  dollars;  and 

In  Alabama,  not  exceeding  eight  dollars  per  mile,  one 
thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  already  appropriated; 

For  salaries  of  ministers  of  the  United  States,  to  Great 
Britian,  France,  Spain,  and  Russia,  and  outfits  and  salaries 
of  ministers  to  Prussia  and  Austria,  and  for  the  outfit  and 
salavy  of  a  diplomatic  agent  to  be  sent  to  the  republic  of 
Texas,  whenever  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
receive  satisfactary  evidence  that  Texas  is  an  independent 
Power,  and  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  appoint  such  a  min- 
ister, in  addition  to  the  balance  remaining  of  the  appropri- 
ation for  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  six,  seventy-two 
thousand  dollars; 

For  an  outlet  and  salary  for  an  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Mexico,  whenever,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Executive,  circumstances  will  permit  a  re- 
newal of  diplomatic  intercourse  honorably  with  that  Power, 
eighteen  thousand  dollars; 

For  salaries  of  the  secretaries  of  legation  to  Great  Brit- 
ian, France,  Spain,  Russia,  Prussia,  Mexico,  and  Austria, 
fourteen  thousand  dollars; 

For  salaries  of  the  charges  des  afTaires  to  Portugal,  Den- 
mark, Sweden,  Holland,  Turkey,  Belgium,  Brazil,  Chili, 
Perxi,  Mexico,  Central  America,  New  Granada,  and  Ven- 
ezuela, fifty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  salary  of  the  drogoman,  and  for  contingent  expen- 
ses of  the  legation  to  Turkey,  six  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars; 

For  outfit  of  a  minister  to  Russia,  nine  thousand  dollars. 
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For  outfit  of  a  charg^  d*affaire8  to  Belgiam,  four  thou- 
MDd  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  all  the  missions  abroad,  in 
addition  to  the  balance  remaining  of  a  former  appropriation, 
thirty  thousand  dollars; 

For  salaries  of  the  consuls  of  the  United  States  at  Lon- 
don and  Paris,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Barbaiy  Powers, 
Mventeen  thousand  four  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen  in  for- 
eign countries,  thirty  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,  in 
addition  to  the  balance  remtiining  of  former  appropriations, 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  clerk-hire,  office  rent,  stationary,  and  other  expen- 
ses in  the  office  of  the  American  consul  in  London,  per  act 
of  nineteenth  of  Januarv.  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
twri  thousand.eight  hunored  dollars. 

For  interpreters,  guards,  and  other  expenses  incidental  to 
the  consulates  in  the  Turkish  dominions,  five  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars; 

For  salary  of  the  principal  and  assutant  librarians;  com- 
pensation of  assistant  during  the  two  sessions  of  the  twen- 
^-fourth  Congress;  messenger,  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  library,  four  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-three  dol- 
lars; 

For  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  library  of  Congress, 
five  thousand  dollars; 

For  furnishing  such  members  of  the  present  House  of 
Keprescntatives  as  have  not  received  the  same,  under  far- 
mer orders  of  the  House,  the  Diplomatic  Correspondence, 
American  State  Papers,  Register  of  Debates,  Elliotts  De- 
bates, and  the  first  volume  of  the!  Land  Laws,  forty- four 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  and  twenty -eight 
eenls:  Provided,  That,  if  there  are  any  surplus  books, 
copies  of  which  have  been  distributed  to  former  members, 
in  the  Library  of  Congress,  there  shall  be  distributed  one 
copy  to  each  of  the  said  members  who  has  not  received  the 
tame; 

For  the  purchase  of  the  manuscripts  of  the  late  Mr. 
Madison,  referred  to  in  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Madison  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  dated  fifteenth  November, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  communicated  in  his 
message  of  sixth  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
tlurty  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  service  of  the  General  Post  Office,  for  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  in  conformity  to  the 
act  of  the  second  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- six, 
▼iz: 

For  transportation  of  the  mails,  compensation  of  poet- 
masters,  ship,  steamboat,  and  way  letters,  wrapping-paper, 
office  furniture,  advertising,  mail  bags,  blanks,  mail  locks 
and  keys,  and  stamps,  mail  depredations  and  special  agents, 
clerks  for  offices,  and  miscellaneous  expenses,  four  millions 
four  hundred  and  ninety-four  thousand  dollars; 

For  payment  to  A.  Fuller,  and  the  rent  of  the  building 
now  occupied  as  a  General  Post  Office,  from  the  sixteenth 
December  last,  and  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-seven,  five  thousand  dollars; 

For  guarding  the  site  of  the  old  Post  Office,  and  preser- 
ving the  public  property,  two  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  expenses  of  the  branch  mint  at  New  Orleans, 
Ibr  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  viz: 

For  salaries  of  officers  and  clerks,  twelve  thousand  nine 
hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  laborers  in  the  various  departments, 
thirteen  thousand  dollars; 

For  completing  the  mint  edifice,  and  enclosing  the  lot, 
ninety-six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  furnishing  the  whole  establishment,  inclusive  of  all 
apparatus,  tools,  and  fixtures,  not  included  in  the  contracts, 
fifteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 


For  wastage  of  gold  and  silver,  and  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  mint,  eighteen  thousand  six  hundred  dol- 
lars; 

For  expenses  of  the  branch  mintatDahlonega,  Georgia^ 
for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  viz: 

For  salaries  of  officers  and  clerks,  six  thousand  doUan; 

For  compensation  to^  laborers,  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars; 

For  furnishing  the  establishment  with  all  the  apparatus 
tools,  and  fixtures,  not  included  in  the  contracts^  seven 
thousand  dollars; 

For  wastage  of  gold,  and  for  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  mint,  five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  expenses  incurred  in  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  for  the  edifice  and  machinery,  more  than  the  amount 
appropriated  in  the  act  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five, 
two  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  expenses  of  the  branch  mint  at  Charlotte^  Noiih 
Carolina,  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-«even« 
viz: 

For  salaries  of  officers  and  clerks,  six  thousand  doUaia. 

For  compensation  to  laborers,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars; 

For  furmshing  the  establishment  with  all  the  appaimtos, 
tools,  and  fixtures,  not  included  in  the  contracta,  mx  thou- 
sand dollars; 

For  wastage  of  gold,  and  for  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  mint,  five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  enclosing  the  grounds,  repairing  a  building  on  ths 
lot,  and  for  out-houses,  seven  thousand  dollars; 

For  furniture  of  the  President's  house,  twen^  thousand 
dollars; 

For  the  taxes  on  the  arsenal  near  Philadelphia,  for  the    A 
years  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five  and  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  fi% 
dollars  and  fii^  cents; 

For  the  salaries  of  the  registers  and  receivers  of  land  of- 
fices where  there  are  no  sales,  including  one  thousand  sev- 
en hundred  and  six  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents,  carried  to 
the  surplus  fund,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollara; 

For  the  construction  of  the  Treasury  building,  for  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  in  addition  to  the 
amount  unexpended  in  eighteen  hundred  apd  thirty-six^ 
two  hundred  and  fifty -seven  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  construction  of  the  Patent  Office,  in  addition  to 
former  appropriations,  one  hundred  thousand  dollar^ 

For  surveying  unfinished  portions  of  townships,  islands, 
and  lakes,  in  Arkansas,  at  the  rate  of  six  doUaia  per  male, 
six  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  George  Watterston,  for  his  aervices 
in  preparing  a  statement  of  the  persons  imprisoned  for  debt 
in  this  District,  since  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty,  under  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Kepresentativas, 
six  hundred  doUaxs; 

For  building  a  light-house  at  or  near  Michigan  city,  b^ 
ing  an  amount  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, and  carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  five  thousand  dol- 
lars; 

For  rebuilding  the  lazaretto  and  wharf  near  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  thirty  thousand  dollars; 

For  arrearages  for  the  expenses  of  the  Legislative  A»- 
sembly  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- six,  fifteen  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  and  sixteen  cents; 

For  the  expenses  of  the  same,  for  the  year  one  Uiousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  thirty-six  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars; 

For  an  outfit  and  salary  of  a  chaig^  d'affaires  to  Naples, 
nine  thousand  dollars; 

For  alterations  and  repairs  of  the  Capitol,  and  incidental 
expenses,  three  thousand  six  hundred  dollars; 

For  lighting  lamps  and  superintendence  of  the.  public 
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grounds  around  the  Capitol,  fiye  thousand  one  hundred  and 
sixty  four  dellars; 

To  enable  the  President  to  cause  the  southwestern  bound- 
ary line  of  the  United  States  to  be  run,  the  following  sums, 
viz: 

For  the  salary  of  a  commissioner,  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars; 

For  the  salary  of  a  surveyor,  two  thousand  dollars;  and 
for  contingencies,  including  the  purchase  of  necessary  in- 
struments, wages  to  attendants,  and  other  expenses,  ten 
thousand  dollars:  Provided,  That  said  commissioner  and 
surveyor  be  appointed  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate; 

For  exploring  and  surveying  the  north  and  east  bounda- 
ry line  of  the  United  States,  where  the  same  has  not  alrea- 
dy been  surveyed,  and  establishing  monuments  (hereon, 
agreeably  to  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  of  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  twenty  thousand 
dollars; 

For  enlarging  the  public  stable  at  the  Capitol,  and  the 
erection  of  a  shed  for  the  protection  of  the  tools,  imple- 
ments, and  materials,  twelve  hundred  dollars; 

For  completing  the  improvements  commenced,  by  ex- 
tending the  Capitol  square  west,  forty  thousand  dollars; 

For  alterations  and  repairs  of  the  President's  honse,  and 
for  superintendence  of  the  grounds  around  the  same,  seven 
thousand  three  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  gardener  employed  in  superin- 
tending the  Capitol  square  and  other  public  groundis  one 
thousand  dollars; 

For  clerk  hire,  mileage,  pay  of  witnesses,  serving  sub- 
poenas, and  other  incidental  expenses,  under  the  orders  of 
the  select  committees  of  inquiry  appointed  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  in  addition 
to  the  contingent  fund  of  said  House; 

For  an  outfit  of  a  charge  d*afiaires  to  New  Granada,  four 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  balance  due  the  acting  Governor  of  Michigan,  ac- 
cording to  an  account  adjusted  by  the  accounting  officers, 
seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  fifty-one  cents; 

For  completing  surveys  of  unfinished  portions  of  town- 
ships, islands,  lakes,  d^c.  in  Missouri,  not  exceeding  five 
doUars  per  mile,  seventeen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  completing  the  light-house  at  Oswego,  New  York, 
■even  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars; 

For  payment  of  arrearages  due  contractors  on  the  Cum- 
berland road  in  Ohio,  being  the  balance  of  an  appropriation 
carried  to  the  surplus  fund  on  the  thirty-first  December, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  twelve  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  and  forty-one  cents; 

For  compensation  to  Daniel  Graham,  late  Secretary  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  for  his  services  performed  at  the 
request  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Genercd  Land  Office,  in 
order  to  answer  a  call  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
made  on  twentieth  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  the  expense  of  bringing  to  the  seat  of  Government 
the  votc»  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  addition  to  a  former  appropriation,  two  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  Senators  and  Representative 
elected  by  Michigan,  twelve  hundred  and  forty-eight  dol- 
lars; 

For  the  payment  of  a  balance  due  for  the  expenses  of  the 
Legislative  Council  of  Michigan  Territory,  two  thousand 
and  fifty -seven  dollars  and  seventy-two  cents; 

For  fulfilling  the  contracts  made  with  John  Vanderlyn, 
Henry  Inman,  Robert  Wier,  and  John  G.  Chapman,  by 
the  Joint  Committee  of  Congress  under  the  joint  resolution 
of  the  twenty-third  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  for  the  execution  of  four  historical 


paintings  for  the  vacant  panels  of  the  rotuhdo  of  the  Capi- 
tol, eight  thousand  doUars; 

To  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  contract 
for  two  groups  of  statues,  to  adorn  the  two  blockings  on  the 
east  front  of  the  Capitol,  eight  thousand  dollars; 

To  Mr.  Auger,  for  the  bust  of  the  late  Chief  Justice 
Ellsworth,  four  hundred  dollars; 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  employ  for 
one  year,  a  competent  person  to  classify  and  arrange,  trans- 
late when  necessary,  and  make  suitable  records  of  the  pa- 
pers and  documents  connected  with  the  private  land  claims, 
which,  at  sundry  periods,  have  been  presented  to,  and  acted 
on,  by  the  Comoussioner,  or  the  registers  and  receivers  act- 
ing as  commissioners  on  private  land  claims  for  the  district 
east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans  and  west  of  Pearl  river, 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars; 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  uMnbers  of  the  Senate  for 
the  extra  session  to  commence  oiHhe  fourth  "day  of  March 
instant,  thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and«seventy-five 
dollars; 

For  stationary,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  other  contingent 
expenses  of  the  Senate  for  the  extra  session  to  commence 
on  the  fourth  day  of  March  instant,  five  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  expenses  of  the  distribution  in  boxes,  and  by  the 
ordinary  modes  of  transportation,  of  the  compilation  of  the 
State  Papers  printed  by  Gales  and  Seaton,  as  directed  by 
the  joint  resolution  of  the  tenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  to  the  severaTStates,  Terri- 
tories, colleges,  and  atheneums  of  the  United  States,  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  purchase  of  nineteen  copies  of  the  American 
State  Papers,  printed  by  Gales  and  Seaton,  pursuant  to  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  first  day  of  March  instant, 
four  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and  fifty 
cents; 

For  two  hundred  and  forty-four  copies  of  the  Debates  of 
the  First  Congress,  and  of  the  Register  of  Debates  to  the 
end  of  the  present  Congress,  as  published  by  Gales  and 
Seaton,  to  be  distributed  to  the  members  of  the  present 
House,  fifteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  conunissioneT,  secretary,  and 
clerk,  and  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  commission  un- 
der the  convention  with  Spain,  eight  thousand  two  hun- 
dred dollars; 

To  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  pro- 
cure new  dies  to  renew  the  medal  directed  to  be  made  in 
honor  of  Brigadier  General  Daniel  Morgan,  by  the  act  of 
the  second  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  in  case  the  original  dies  for  the  said  medal  can- 
not be  found,  one  thousand  dollars; 

For  improving  the  crypt  of  the  Capitol,  by  closing  the 
openings  on'  the  east  front  with  sash  doors,  making  double 
doors  to  the  outer  entrances,  and  repairing  furnaces,  eleven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  making  the  post  office,  document,  folding,  and  li- 
brary rooms  of  the  House  of  Representatives  fire-proof, 
three  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

To  complete  the  enclosing  the  garden  and  grounds  of  the 
naval  magazine  and  marine  hospital,  one  hundred  dollars; 

For  conducting  water  along  the  Pennsylvania  avenue 
from  the  pipes  at  the  Capitol  to  the  Treasury  and  General 
Post  Office  buildings,  with  the  necessary  fire-plugs  to  wa- 
ter the  avenue,  ten  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  purchase  of  a  fire-engine,  apparatus,  and  engine- 
house  for  the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  seven  thousand 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars; 

For  the  purehase  of  a  fire-engine  and  apparatus  for  the 
Treasury  building,  and  the  enlargement  of  the  engine-house, 
five  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars; 

For  paying  William  P.  Elliot  for  drawings  of  the  Treas- 
ury building  and  Patent  Office,  three  hundred  dollars; 

For  conetnicting  a  dwarf  wall  and  fenoe  firom  the  south- 


22 


APPENDIX— To  Gal€9  8f  8eatorC$  Register. 


24th  Coire.  2d  Skbs.] 


Laws  of  the  United  States, 


west  comer  of  the  Preeident^i  house,  to  intersect  the  new 
fence  near  the  north  comer  of  the  Navy  Department,  one 
thousand  three  hundred  dollars; 

For  Uie  support  of  the  penitentiary  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-aeven: 
for  pay  of  oAicers  and  agents;  for  repairs  to  buildings;  for 
purchase  of  raw  materials;  for  rations,  clothing,-  beds,  and 
bedding  of  prisoners;  for  purchase  of  fuel;  for  purchase  of 
hospital  stores  and  medicines;  for  purchase  of  books  and 
stationary;  for  purchase  of  horse-feed;  for  allowance  to  dis  • 
charge  convicts;  and  for  other  contingent  expenses,  the  sum 
of  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  and  five  dollars  and  thirty- 
nine  cents,  to  be  paid  out  of  apy  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropri^|ed,  and  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  board  of  inspectors;  j 

For  the  erection  of  a  plain  substantial  fence  around  the 
burying-ground  at  Fort  ^bkon,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
five  hundred  dollars; 

For  survey!  of  the  public  lands  in  the  district  composed 
of  the  Stateft  of  Illinor*  and  Missouri,  in  addition  to  the  ap- 
propriation hereinbefore  made  for  the  surveys  of  the  public 
lands,  thirty-six  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  compensation  of  additional  clerks  and  a  topog- 
rapher to  be  employed  in  the  Post  OflSce  Department,  ten 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  compensation  of  additional  clerics  to  be  employed 
in  the  ofilce  of  4|ie  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post 
Office  Department,  six  thousand  dollars; 

For  law  books  for  the  library  of  Congress,  five  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  such  books,  a 
catalogue  of  which  shall  be  furnished  by  the  Chief  Justice 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  pay  to 
the  collectors,  deputy  collectors,  naval  ofiScers,  surveyors, 
and  their  respective  clerks,  together  with  the  weighers, 
gaugers,  measurers,  and  maimers  of  the  several  ports  of  the 
United  States,  out  of  tiny  money  in  the  Treasury  not  oth- 
erwise appropriated,  such  sums  as  will  give  to  the  said  offi- 
cers, respectively,  the  same  compensation  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir^-seven,  according  to  the 
importations  of  that  year,  as  they  would  have  been  entitled 
to  receive  if  the  act  of  the  fourteenth  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  had  not  gone  into  effect* 
Provided,  That  no  officer  shall  receive,  under  this  act,  a 
greater  annual  salary  or  compensation  than  was  paid  to  such 
officer  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two;  and  that  in  no  case  shall  the  compensation  of  any  other 
officers  than  collectors,  naval  officers,  surveyors,  and  clerks, 
whether  by  salaries,  fees,  or  otherwise,  exceed  the  sum  of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  each  per  annum;  nor  shall  the  union 
of  any  two  or  more  of  those  offices  in  one  person,  entitle 
him  to  receive  more  than  that  sum  per  annum:  Provided, 
further.  That  the  said  collectors,  naval  officers,  and  sur- 
veyors shall  render  an  account  quarterly  to  the  Treasury; 
and  the  other  ofiicers  herein  named  or  referred  to  shall  ren- 
der an  account  quarterly  to  the  respective  collectors  of  the 
customs  where  they  are  employed,  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Treasury,  of  all  the  fees  and  emoluments  whatever  by  them 
respectively  received,  and  of  all  expenses  incidental  to  their 
respective  offices;  which  accounts  shall  be  rendered  on  oath 
or  affirmation,  and  shall  be  in  such  form,  and  supported  by 
such  proofs,  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, as  will,  in  his  judgment,  best  enforce  the  provisions  of 
this  section,  and  show  its  operation  and  effect:  Provided, 
also.  That  in  the  event  of  any  act  being  passed  by  Congress 
at  the  present  session  to  regulate  and  fix  salaries  or  compen- 
sation of  the  respective  officers  of  the  customs,  then  this  sec- 
tion shall  operate  and  extend  to  the  time  such  act  goes  into 
effect,  and  no  longer:  Provided,  however.  That  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  extend  to  the  collect- 
ors at  such  other  ports  where  a  surplus  of  emoluments  have 


been  accounted  for  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  the  privilege  granted  to 
the  collector  of  New  Yortc;  to  take  effect  from  the  first  day 
of  January  last. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  clerks  in 
the  Departments  of  State,  Treasury,  Navy,  and  War,  and 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  the  librarians  of  Con- 
gress, whose  salaries  are  less  than  two  thousand  dollars, 
shall,  in  addition  thereto,  be  allowed  the  following  increase 
of  annual  compensation,  from  the  first  day  of  January  last, 
to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  viz:  such  of  said 
clerks  whose  annual  compensation  does  not  exceed  one 
thousand  dollars,  an  addition  of  twenty  per  cent,  thereto; 
such  of  said  clerks  whose  annual  compensation  exceeds  one 
thousand  dolkre,  an  addition  of  ten  per  cent,  thereto;  and 
twenty  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the  salaries  of  messengers 
and  assistant  messengers  employed  in  the  respective  offices, 
and  the  libraiy  of  Congress;  the  amount  of  increase  of  com- 
pensation provided  for  in  this  section,  to  be  pud  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasuiy  not  otherwise  appropriated:  Proot- 
ded.  That  nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  so  oonskroed  as 
to  affect  the  salaries  of  any  clerks  whose  salaries  have  been 
fixed  by  any  law  of  the  last  or  present  session  of  Congress: 
Provided,  That  no  further  extra  allowance  be  given  for  any 
extra  services  performed  by  them  under  any  law  or  resohi- 
tion  of  Congress. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  «  An  act  to 
amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States." 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  hereafter  consist  of  a  chief  justice,  and  eight 
associate  judges,  any  five  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quo- 
ram;  and  for  this  purpose  there  shall  be  appointed  two  sd- 
ditional  justices  of  said  court,  with  the  like  powers,  and  to 
take  the  same  oaths,  perform  the  same  duties,  and  be  enti- 
tled to  the  same  salary,  as  the  other  associate  judges. 
Hereafter,  the  districts  of  Vermont,  Connecticut,  and  New 
York  shall  constitute  the  second  circuit;  the  district  of  New 
Jersey,  the  easten\  and  western  districts  of  Pennsylvanis, 
shall  constitute  the  third  circuit;  the  district  of  Maryland 
and  the  district  of  Delaware  shall  constitute  the  fourth  cir- 
cuit; the  districts  of  Virginia  and  the  district  of  North  Car- 
olina shall  constitute  the  fiflh  circuit;  the  districts  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia  shall  constitute  the  sixth  circuit;  the 
districts  of  Ohio,  Illinois,  and  Michigan  shall  constitute  the 
seventh  circuit;  and  the  circuit  courts  shall  be  held  at  Co- 
lumbus, in  the  Ohio  district,  on  the  third  Mondays  in  May 
and  December;  at  Detroit,  in  the  Michigan  district,  on  the 
fourth  Monday  in  June;  at  Indianapolis,  in  the  Indiana  dis- 
trict, on  the  first  Monday  in  December;  at  Vandalia,  in  the 
Illinois  district,  on  the  last  Monday  in  November,  in  each 
year;  the  districts  of  Kentucky,  east  and  west  Tennessee, 
and  Missouri,  shall  form  and  be  called  the  eighth  circuit; 
and  the  districts  of  Alabama,  the  eastern  district  of  Louis- 
iana, the  district  of  Mississippi,  and  the  district  of  Arkansas 
shall  form  and  be  called  the  ninth  circuit. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sessions  of 
said  circuit  courts  shall  be  held  twice  in  each  year  in  the  fol- 
lowing districts,  to  wit:  commencing  in  the  eastern  district 
of  Louisiana,  at  New  Orleans,  on  the  third  Monday  of  May 
and  on  the  third  Monday  of  November,  annually;  in  thie 
district  of  Mississippi,  at  Jackson,  on  the  first  Monday  of 
May  and  on  the  first  Monday  of  November,  annually;  in 
the  southern  district  of  Alabama,  at  Mobile,  on  the  second 
Monday  of  April  and  the  second  Monday  of  October,  annu- 
ally; in  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Pittsburg, 
on  the  third  Mondays  of  May  and  November,  annually;  in 
the  district  of  Delaware,  at  Newcastle,  on  the  Tuesday  next 
following  the  fourth  Monday  of  May,  and  at  Dover  on  the 
Tuesday  next  following  tiie  third  Monday  of  October,  annu- 
ally; and  in  the  district  of  Maryland,  at  Baltimore,  on  the 
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first  Monday  of  April  and  the  fixBt  Monday  of  October,  an- 
nually; in  the  northern  district  of  New  York,  at  Albany, 
on  the  second  Tuesday  of  June  and  the  third  Tuesday  of 
October,  annually;  and  there  shall  be  holden  a  term  of  said 
circuit  courts,  annually,  at  Lewbburg,  in  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Virginia,  commencing  on  the  first  Monday  of  Au* 
gust;  at  Huntsville,  in  the  northern  district  of  Alabama, 
commencbg  on  the  first  Monday  of  June;  at  6t.  Louia,  in 
the  district  of  Missouri,  commencing  on  the  first  Monday 
of  April;  and  at  Little  Rock,  in  the  district  of  Arkansas, 
on  the  fourth  Monday  of  March;  and  that  no  process,  re- 
cognizance, or  bail  bond,  returnable  to  the  next  term  of 
either  of  said  courts,  shall  be  avoided  or  impaired,  or  afifect- 
ed  by  this  change,  as  to  the  commencement  of  said  term; 
but  that  all  process,  bail  bondtf,  and  recognizances  returna- 
ble to  the  next  term  of  either  of  said  courts,  shall  be  return- 
able and  returned  to  the  court  next  held,  according  to  this 
acty  in  the  same  manner  as  if  so  made  returnable  on  the  face 
thereof,  and  shall  have  full  effect  accordingly;  and  that  all 
<:ontinuances  in  either  of  said  courts  shall  be  from  the  last 
term  to  the  court  appointed  by  this  act,  and  the  day  herein 
appointed  for  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  there- 
of: Providedj  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent 
the  judge  of  the  northern  district  of  New  York  from  hold- 
ing the  courts  at  Utica,  nor  the  judge  of  the  western  district 
of  Pennsylvania  from  holding  the  courts  at  Williamsport, 
at  the  same  time  and  with  the  same  power  and  jurisdiction 
as  heretofore. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of  any 
act  or  acts  of  Congress  as  vests  in  the  district  courts  of  the 
United  States  for  the  districts  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  MissoH- 
ri,  Arkansas,  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  the  district  of 
Mississippi,  the  northern  district  of  New  York,  the  western 
district  of  Virginia,  and  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  districts  of  Alabama,  or  either  of  them,  the  power 
and  jurisdiction  of  circuit  courts,  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, repealed;  and  there  shall  hereafter  be  circuit  courts  held 
for  said  districts  by  the  chief  or  associate  justices  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  assigned  or  allotted  to  the  circuit  to  which 
such  districts  may  respectively  belong,  and  the  district 
judges  of  such  districts  severally  and  respectively;  either  of 
whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum;  which  circuit  courts,  and 
the  judges  thereof  shall  have  like  powers  and  exerdse  like 
jurisdiction  as  other  circuit  courts  and  the  judges  Uiereof; 
and  the  said  district  courts,  and  the  judges  thereof  shall 
have  like  powers  and  exercise  like  jurisdiction  as  Uie  district 
courts,  and  the  judges  thereof,  in  the  other  circuits.  From 
all  judgments  and  decrees  rendered  in  the  district  courts  of 
the  United  States  for  the  western  district  of  Louisiana, 
writs  of  error  and  appeals  shall  lie  to  the  circuit  court  in 
the  other  district  in  said  State,  in  the  same  manner  as  from 
decrees  and  judgments  rendered  in  the  districts  within 
which  a  circuit  court  is  provided  by  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  actions, 
suits,  prosecutions,  causes,  pleas,  process,  and  other  pro- 
ceedings, relative  to  any  cause,  civil  or  criminal,  (which 
might  have  been  brought,  and  could  have  been,  originally, 
cognizable  in  a  circuit  court,)  now  pending  in  or  returna- 
ble to  the  several  district  courts  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missou- 
ri, Mississippi,  Arkansas,  Michigan,  the  eastern  distiict  of 
Louisiana,  the  districts  of  Alabama,  the  northern  district 
of  New  York,  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
western  district  of  Virginia,  acting  as  circuit  courts  on  the 
first  day  of  April  next,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  declared  to 
be,  respectively  transferred,  returnable,  and  continued  to, 
the  several  circuit  courts  constituted  by  this  act,  to  be  hold- 
en  within  the  said  districts  respectively;  and  shall  be  heard, 
tried,  and  determined  therein,  in  the  same  manner  as  if 
originally  brought,  entered,  prosecuted,  or  had,  in  such  cir- 
cuit courts.  And  the  said  circuit  courts  shall  be  governed 
by  the  same  laws  and  regulations  as  apply  to  the  other  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  United  States;  and  the  clerks  of  the  said 


courts,  respectively,  shall  perform  the  same  duties,  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same  fees  and  emoluments, 
which  are  by  law  established  for  the  clerks  of  the  other  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  United  States.  The  allotment  of  their 
chief  justice  and  the  associate  justices  of  the  said  Supreme 
Court  to  the  several  circuits  shall  be  made  as  heretofore. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  acts  and 
provisions  inconsistent  with  this  act  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  repealed. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  proper  ofi[icers  of  the  Treasury 

Department  to  credit  the  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 

United  States  with  the  amount  of  ^unavailable  funds 

standing  to  his  debit  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  to 

■  transfer  ^e  amount  of  the  debit  of  banks  and  individuals 

indebt^  for  the  same,  and  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  to  compromise  and  settle  said  claims. 

Be  i/  enacted,  4rc*,  That  the  proper  accounting  ofiicers  of 

tlie  Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  credit 

the  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  with  the 

amount  of  the  unavailable  funds,  whether  charged  to  John 

Campbell,  or  his  predecessors,  and  to  transfer  the  amount 

to  the  debit  of  the  banks  and  individuals,  respectively,  that 

may  be  indebted  for  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aut^rized  to  com- 
promise and  finally  settle  the  claims  of  theUnited  Stales, 
of  the  above  description,  against  said  banks  and  individuals 
who  have  proved  insolvent,  or  failed  to  make  punctual  pay- 
ments, on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  he  may  deem  most 
conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States:  Provided, 
That  this  act  shall  not  authorize  any  compromise  of  the 
debt  due  from  the  Allegany  Bank  of  Pennsylvania. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *<  An  act  for  laying  off 
the  towns  of  Fort  Madison  and  Burlington,  in  the  county 
of  Des  Moines,  and  the  towns  of  Belleview,  Du  Buque, 
and  Peru,  in  the  county  of  Du  Buque,  and  Mineral 
Point,  in  the  county  of  Iowa,  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
and  for  other  purposes,'*  approved  July  second,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six. 

Be  it  enacted,  4'c.»  That  all  acts  and  duties  required  to 
be  done  and  performed  by  the  Sur\'eyor  for  the  Territory 
of  Wisconsin,  under  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amend- 
ment, shall  be  done  by  a  board  of  commissioners  of  three 
in  number,  any  two  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum  to  do  busi- 
ness; said  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  shall,  previous  to  their  entering  up- 
^n  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  take  an  oath  or  afiirmation 
to  perform  the  same  faithfully  and  impartially:  Provided, 
That  the  action  of  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the 
present  act  shall  not  interfere  with  any  of  the  acts  perform- 
ed by  the  Surveyor  General,  prior  to  the  time  of  the  pas- 
sage hereof,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  under  the  act  to 
which  this  is  amendatory. 

Sec.  2.  Ajid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  com- 
missioners shall  have  power  to  hear  evidence  and  deter- 
mine all  claims  to  lots  arising  under  the  act  to  which  this 
is  an  amendment;  and  for  this  purpos«>,  the  said  commis- 
sioners are  authorized  to  administer  all  oaths  that  may  be 
necessary,  and  reduce  to  writing  all  the  evidence  in  support 
of  claims  to  pre-emption  presented  for  their  consideration; 
and  when  all  the  testimony  shall  have  been  heard  and  con- 
sidered, the  said  commissioners  shall  file  with  the  proper 
register  and  receiver  for  the  district  within  which  the  towns 
are  situated  respectively,  the  testimony  in  each  case,  to- 
gether with  a  certificate  in  favor  of  each  person  having  the 
right  of  pre-emption  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  to 
which  this  is  amendatory;  and  upon  making  payment  to  the 
proper  receiver  of  public  moneys  for  the  lot  or  lots  to  which 
such  person  is  entitled,  the  receiver  shall  grant  a  receipt 
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tbeiefor,  and  the  register  issue  oertificatcs  of  purchase,  to 
be  transmitted  to  the  Cominissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  as  in  other  cases  of  the  sale  of  public  lands. 

See.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  proper  re- 
gister and  receiver  of  public  moneys,  after  the  board  of  com- 
missioners have  heard  and  determined  sll  the  cases  of  pre- 
emption under  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  shall 
expose  the  residue  of  the  lots  to  public  sale  to  the  highest 
bidder,  after  advertising  the  same  in  three  public  newspa- 
pers at  least  three  months  prior  to  the  day  of  sale,  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  provided  for  the  sale  of  public  lands  in 
other  cases;  and  after  paying  the  commissioners  the  com- 
pensation heafter  allowed  them,  and  all  other  expenses  in- 
cident to  the  said  survey  and  sale,  the  receiver  of  the  land 
office  shall  pay  over  the  residue  of  the  money  he  may  have 
received  from  the  sale  of  lots  Aforesaid,  by  pre-emption  as 
well  as  at  public  auction  into  the  hands  of  the  trustees  of 
the  respeetive  towns  aforesaid,  to  be  expended  by  them  in 
the  erection  of  public  buildings,  the  construction  of  suita- 
able  wharves,  and  the  improvement  of  the  streets  in  the 
said  towns  of  Fort  Madison,  Burlington,  Belleview,  Du 
Buque,  Peru,  and  Mineral  Point 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  to  cany  this  act  into  effect,  shall  be  paid 
by  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  proper  land  district, 
six  dollars  each,  per  day,  for  their  services,  for  every  day 
they  are  necessarily  employed. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  time  the  act 
entitled  *'  An  act  to  carry  into  effect  a  convention  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain.'* 
Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  the  provisions  of  the  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  cany  into  effect  a  convention  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,''  approved  on  the  seventh  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  six,  be,  and 
tiie  same  are  hereby,  extended  until  the  first  day  of  Febru- 
ary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight;  and  the 
commissioner  appointed  under  the  said  act  shedl,  on  or  be- 
fore the  said  day,  terminate  his  duties. 
Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  more  equitable  administration  of  the 
navy  pension  fund. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e..  That  if  any  officer,  seaman,  or  ma- 
rine have  died  or  may  hereafter  die,  in  the  naval  service, 
leaving  a  widow,  and  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  children,  such 
widow,  and  if  no  widow,  such  child  or  children  shall  be  en- 
titled to  receive  half  the  monthly  pay  to  which  the  deceased 
would  have  been  entitled,  under  the  acts  regulating  the  pa^ 
of  the  navy,  in  force  on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  to  commence  from  the 
time  of  the  death  of  such  officer,  seaman,  or  marine;  but  in 
case  of  the  death  or  intermarriage  of  such  widow,  the  hslf- 
pay  shall  go  to  the  child  or  children  of  such  deceased  offi- 
cer, seaman,  or  marine:  Provided,  That  the  half-pay  grant- 
ed to  the  child  or  children  shall  cease  on  their  death,  or  on 
their  attaining  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Sec.  2,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  pensions 
which  may  have  been  granted,  or  which  may  hereafter  be 
granted,  to  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice, disabled  by  wounds  or  injuries  received  while  in  the 
line  of  their  duty,  shall  be  considered  to  commence  from  the 
time  of  their  being  so  disabled,  and  that  the  amount  of  pen- 
sion to  which  said  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  may  be 
entitled,  shall  be  regulated  according  to  the  pay  of  the 
navy  as  it  existed  on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  acts,  and 
parts  of  acts  which  may  be  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed,  se  far  as 
they  may  elate  thereto. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 


AN  ACT  for  the  appointment  of  eommissio&erB  to  adjust 

the  claims  to  reservations  of  land  under  the  fourteendi 

article  of  the  treaty  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  with 

the  Choctaw  Indians. 
Be  it  enacted,  4rc.,  That  there  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  three  commissioners,  whose  duQr  it  shall  be  to 
meet  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  at  such  time  and  place  as 
the  President  shall  appoint  and  designate,  and  there  pro- 
ceed to  ascertain  the  name  of  every  Choctaw  Indian  who 
was  the  head  of  an  Indian  family  at  the  date  of  the  treaty 
at  Dancing  Rabbit  creek,  who  has  not  aheady  obtained  a 
reservation  under  said  treaty,  and  who  can  show  by  sstis* 
fsctory  evidence,  that  he  or  she  complied  or  offered  to  com- 
ply with  all  the  requisites  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  said 
treaty,  to  entitle  him  or  her  to  a  reservation  under  said  ar- 
ticl€^  and  slso  the  number  and  names  of  all  the  unmairied 
children  of  such  heads  of  families,  who  formed  a  part  of  the 
family  and  were  over  ten  years  of  age,  and  likewise  the 
number  and  names  of  the  children  of  such  heads  of  fennties 
as  were  under  ten  yean  of  age,  and  report  to  the  Prendent, 
to  be,  by  him,  laid  before  Congress,  all  the  names  of  soch 
Indians,  and  the  different  sections  of  land  to  which  such 
heads  of  families  were  respectivdy  entitled,  together  with 
the  opinions  of  the  commissioners,  and  whether  any  part  of 
ssid  lands  have  been  sold  by  the  Government,  and  the  proofr 
applicable  to  each  case. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  before  entering 
Upon  their  duties,  each  of  said  commissioners  shall,  befors 
some  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace,  take  an  oath  fiaithful^ 
to  discharge  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  oommis- 
sioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  a  secrelaiy,  whoss 
duty  it  shell  be  to  record  correctly  all  the  proceedings  of  ssid 
board,  and  faithfully  preserve  the  same,  as  well  as  aU  depo- 
sitions and  other  papers  filed  before  said  board,  and  who  shall 
shall  take  an  oath  to  discharge  the  duties  imposed  on  him  by 
thb  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  upon  the  request 
of  the  commissioners,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  district  at- 
torney of  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  attend  said  board,  and 
g^ve  his  assistance  in  procuring  the  attendance  of  witnessea, 
and  his  aid  and  advice  in  their  examination,  the  better  to 
enable  the  commissioners  to  ascertain  the  facts  conecciy  in 
each  case. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  of  amid 
commissioners  shall  receive,  while  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  hereby  imposed,  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  three  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum,  the  secretary  a  salary  at  the  rats 
of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  and  tile  district  attor- 
ney a  salary  at  the  rote  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum, 
to  paid  quarterly  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  commis- 
sioners shall  have  full  power  to  summon  and  cause  to  come 
before  them,  such  witnesses  as  they  may  deem  necesssij, 
and  to  have  them  examined  on  oath,  and  if  any  witnesi 
shall  testify  falsely,  with  an  intention  to  mislead  said  com- 
missioners, such  witness  shall  be  gttilty  of  wilful  and  cor- 
rupt perjury,  and  shall,  upon  conviction  before  any  juris- 
diction having  cognizance  thereof,  suffer  the  punidunent  by 
law  inflicted  on  those  guilty  of  that  offence. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing  contain- 
ed in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  sanction  vdiat  is 
called  contingent  locations  which  have  been  made  by  George 
M.  Martin,  for  the  benefit  of  such  Indians  as  were  suppo- 
sed to  have  been  entitled  to  other  lands,  which  have  been 
sold  by  the  United  States;  such  contingent  locations  having 
been  made  without  any  legal  authority:  it  being  the  true 
intent  of  this  act  to  reserve  to  Congress  the  power  of  doing 
that  which  may  appear  just  when  a  correct  knowledge  of  all 
the  facts  is  obtained. 
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Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  Thai  thU  act  shall  be 
in  force  to  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  next,  and  no  longer. 

Approved  March  8,  1837. 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  building  light-houses, 
light-boats,  beacon-lights,  buoys,  and  dolphins,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 
Be  a  enacted,  4*c.,  That  the  following  appropriations  be, 
and  the[«ame  are  hereby,  made,  and  directed  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  in  the  TreasHary  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
to  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  provide,  by  con- 
tract, for  building  light-houses,  beacon-lights,  and  for  other 
purposes  hereinafter  mentioned. 

State  of  Maine, 
For  a  light-house  to  be  erected  on  a  proper  site  on  Mark 
island,  in  Harpswell  sound,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  a  light- 
house to  be  erected  on  a  proper  site  on  Mount  Desert  island, 
at  tiie  entrance  of  Frenchman's  bay,  five  thousand  dollars; 
for  a  light-house  on  Ram  island,  at  the  mouth  of  Damaris- 
cotta  river,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  a  fog-bell  on  Seguin 
island,  at  the  entrance  of  Kennebec  river,  fifteen  hundred 
dollars;  for  placing  buoys  on  West  Quoddy  bay,  and  for 
substituting  for  the  present  fog-bell,  at  the  entrance  of  said 
passage,  a  cast-steel  triangular  bell,  or  a  bell  of  the  usual 
form,  but  increased  weight,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars; for  a  light-house  to  be  erected  on  a  pioper  site  at  Spoon 
isle,  in  Penobscot  bay,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  a  lights 
house  to  be  erected  on  Saddleback  ledge,  in  Penobscot  bay, 
^ve  thousand  dollars;  for  a  light-house  to  be  erected  on  £a- 
gle-i«land  point,  in  Penobscot  bay,  five  thousand  dollars; 
for  a  light-house  to  be  erected  at  the  mouth  of  Pleasant 
river,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  placing  monuments  on  Fort- 
point  ledge,  Adams's  ledge,  and  Buck's  ledge,  in  Penob- 
scot river,  three  thousand  dollars;  for  erecting  a  beacon-light 
on  Half-tide  ledge,  and  two  buoys  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  town  of  Sullivan,  in  tue  county  of  Hancock, 
three  thousand  dollars;  for  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on 
York  nubble,  in  the  county  of  York,  five  thousand  dollars; 
for  a  monument  on  Portersfield's  ledge,  lying  between 
Owlshead  and  Goose-river  point,  and  a  spindle  on  another 
ledge  lying  near  the  Portersfield  ledge,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars. 

Stale  of  New  Hampahire. 
For  the  erection  of  a  pier  on  the  east  side  of  Whaleback 
light-house,  to  secure  it  form  the  force  of  the  waves,  three 
thousand  dollars;  for  placing  buoys  at  the  entrance  of  Spruce 
creek,  on  the  eastern  edge  of  **  Sunken  rocks,"  and  at  the 
east  side  of  4mazeen  island,  five  hundred  dollars;  for  pla- 
cing buoys  on  *•  Cod  rock,"  near  Fort  point,  four  hundred 
dollars. 

State  of  Maesaehuaette. 
For  two  small  light-houses,  should  two  be  necessary,  on 
proper  sites,  at  or  near  Ipswich  harbor,  seven  thousand  dol- 
lars; for  a  light-house  to  be  erected  on  a  proper  site  at  or 
near  Ned's  point,  contiguous  to  the  village  of  Mattapoisett, 
five  thousand  dollars;  for  three  small  light-houses  on  Nan- 
set  beach.  Cape  Cod,  fifteen  feet  high,  ten  thousand  dollars; 
for  the  erection  of  buoys  upon  the  rocks  and  ledges  at  the 
entrance  of  the  harbors  of  Lynn,  Salem,  Beverly,  Marble- 
head,  and  Manchester,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 
for  placing  buoys  on  Aldridge  ledge,  False  spit.  Hunt's 
ledge.  Hospital-island  ledge,  Sculpion  ledge.  Governor's 
island  point,  and  Little  Farm  bar,  in  Boston  harbor,  five  hun- 
dred dollars;  for  erecting  a  beacx>nat  the  mouth  of  New  Bed- 
ford harbor,  two  thousand  dollars;  fur  two  small  beacon- 
lights  on  the  north  side  of  Nantucket  island,  five  hundred 
dollars.  For  placing  a  spindle  in  the  harbor  of  Edgaitown, 
and  buoys,  two  hundred  dollars;  for  erecting  a  light-house 
at  Wing's  neck,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  buojs  in  the  har- 
bor of  Mattapoisett,  one  hundred  doUari«;  for  buoys  on  Bay 
rock,  the  ledge  on  the  shoal  on  the  west  side  of  Taunton 
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river,  opposite  Fall  river,  six  hundred  dollars;  for  buoys  at 
a  place  called  Egypt,  in  Taunton  river,  one  hundred  dol- 
lars; for  a  beacon  on  Muscle-bed,  and  a  beacon  on  Oyster^ 
bed  point,  in  Mount  Hope  bay,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  a 
light-house  on  Mayo  beach,  in  Wellfieet  bay,  one  thousand 
dollars;  for  a  buoy  at  Deep-hole  lock,  near  Oyster  island,  on 
the  south  side  of  Barnstable,  three  hundred  dollars. 

State  of  Connecticut, 
For  rebuilding  a  light  house  on  a  proper  site,  on  Lyndo 
point,  at  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river,  five  thousand 
dollars;  for  placing  buoys  on  Black-boy  reef,  Barney's  reef, 
Stony-poiot  reef,  and  Wheeler's  rock,  in  the  harbor  of 
Killingworth,  three  hundred  dollars;  for  a  beacon  already 
commenced  on  Round  island,  on  Say  brook  bar,  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars;  nine  hundred  dollars  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
the  work  as  far  as  executed,  the  balance  to  complete  and  se- 
cure the  same;  for  placing  buoys  on  the  rocks  in  the  harbor 
of  Greenwich,  three  hundred  dollars;  for  placing  buoys  in 
Mystic  harbor,  one  hundred  dollars;  for  a  sea-wall  to  preserve 
the  light-house,  and  other  buildings  on  Fairweather  island, 
near  Black  Rock  harbor,  five  thousand  dollars. 
State  of  Rhode  Island, 
For  a  light-house  on  Papoose  Squaw  point,  a  place  near 
to,  but  below  the  port  of  Bristol,  five  thousand  dollars;  for 
placing  a  buoy  and  beacon  on  South  White  rock,  and  a 
buoy  on  (yharles  rock,  near  the  harbor  of  Wickford,  one 
hundred  dollars;  for  rebuilding  and  changing  the  location  of 
the  light  on  Block  island,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  eight 
dolphins  and  two  buoys,  northward  of  Field's  point,  in 
Providence  river,  one  thousand  dollars. 

Slate  of  New  York, 
For  a  light-house  on  a  proper  site  on  Cumberland  head. 
Lake  Champlain,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  the  erection  of  a 
light-house  on  a  proper  site  at  Split-iock  point.  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  a  revolving  or  double  light 
upon  the  south  side  of  Execution  rocks,  opposite  Sand's 
point,  in  Long  island  sound,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  a 
light-house  at  Big  Sandy  creek,  on  Lake  Ontario,  county  of 
Jefiferson,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  a  light-house  on  Stony 
point,  in  the  town  of  Henderson,  in  the  coonty  of  Jeffer- 
son, three  thousand  dollars;  for  buoying  out  Gedney's  chan- 
nel,  three  thouband  dollars;  for  a  beacon-light  at  Silver-creek 
harbor,  on  Lake  Erie,  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 
for  a  lighthouse  on  Flynn's  Knoll,  near  Sandy  Hook,  two 
hundred  thoiuumd  dollars,  to  be  built  under  the  direction  of 
the  engineer  department;  for  a  light-boat  off  Sandy  Hook, 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars;  for  placing  a  beacon  on  Ro- 
mer's  shoal,  near  Sandy  Hook,  fifteen  Uiousand  dollars;  for 
the  erection  of  a  light-house  at  Esopus  meadows,  on  the 
west  shore  of  the  Hudson  river,  three  thousand  dollars;  for 
placing  a  buoy  on  the  wreck  of  a  vessel  sunk  at  Tappan 
bay,  one  hundred  dollars;  for  a  light-house  on  Cedar  island. 
Sag  harbor,  one  thourand  dollars;  for  pladng  buoys  in  Sag 
harbor,  two  hundred  dollars;  for  erecting  a  light-house  at 
Roundout  creek,  on  the  Hudson  river,  five  thousand  dollars; 
for  erecting  a  beacon-light  at  Dunkirk  harbor,  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  dollars;  for  erecting  a  beacon-light  at  Van 
Buren  liarbor,  two  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars;  for  a 
floating-light,  to  be  stationed  on  or  near  the  Middle  Ground, 
so  called,  in  Long  Island  sound,  nearly  abreast  Straitford 
point,  ten  thousand  dollars;  for  a  light-house  on  Robin's 
reef,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  fifty  thousand  dollars;  for 
a  light-house  at  Salmon- river  harbor,  three  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Stale  of  New  Jersey, 
Foi  a  light-house  at  the  mouth  of  Cnhansey  creek,  five 
thousand  dollars;  for  the  erection  of  a  lightr-house  at  or  near 
Egg  island,  near  the  entrance  of  Maurice  river,  five  thou- 
sand dollars;  for  erecting  a  light-house  near  Abescum  inlet, 
on  the  seacoast,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  so  con- 
structed as  to  be  distinguished  from  the  odier  light  on  the 
coast,  five  thousand  dollars. 
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State  of  Pennsylvania. 
For  completing  the  beacon-light  at  the  end  of  the  pier 
which  forms  the  entrance  into  the  harbor  of  Erie,  on  Lake 
Erie,  aiz  hundred  and  seventy-four  dollars. 
State  of  Delaware. 
For  a  light-house  on  the  lower  or  southern  end  of  Reedy 
island,  in  the  Delaware  bay,  ten  thousand  dollars;  for  the 
erection  of  a  light-house  on  the  Frandywine  shoal,  in  the 
Delaware  bay,  in  addition  to  the  sum  slready  appropriated, 
fifteen  thousand  dollars,  agreeably  to  the  plan  and  estimate 
made  by  Hartman  Bache,  of  the  engineer  corps;  for  moor- 
ing buoys  in  the  harbor  of  the  Delaware  breakwater,  two 
two  thousand  dollars. 

SteUe  of  Maryland^ 
For  a  light-house  on  a  proper  site  on  Sharp's  island,  in 
the  Chesapeake  bay,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  placing  buoys 
on  the  rivers  Nanticoke,  Manokin,  Annaraessex,  Pocomoke, 
and  Wicomico,  Hooper's  and  Cajey's  straits,  and  Tangier 
and  Pocomoke  pounds,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  in  addition  to  a  former  appropriation;  for  erect- 
ing a  light-house  at  Love  point,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
heretofore  appropriated,  one  thousand  dollars. 
State  of  Virginia. 
For  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  the  south  end  of  Hog 
island,  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  a 
light-boat  on  York-river  spit,  or  a  light-house,  ten  thou- 
sand dollars.  For  removing  the  light- house  at  Old  Point 
Comfort  into  Fortress  Monroe,  six  thousand  dollars;  for  a 
light-house  in  the  Chesajjeake,  eight  thousand  dollars;  foi; 
a  light-house  at  Day's  point,  on  James  river,  five  thousand 
dollars,  for  a  light-boat,  or  lighl-housc,  in  the  Potomac  riv- 
er, between  Mathias  point,  in  Virginia,  and  Maryland  point, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland:  Provided,  On  inquiry,  the  Sec- 
retary of  tho  Treasury  shall  deem  such  light  necessary  to 
the  rafe  and  uninterrupted  navigation  of  that  section  of  the 
river  Potomac,  ten  thousand  dollars;  for  a  new  light-boat 
in  the  Chesapeake  bay,  eight  thousand  dollars;  for  a  light- 
house at  the  mouth  of  Potomac  creek,  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

State  of  North  Carolina. 
For  a  light-house  oft  Powell's  point,  Albemarle  sound, 
five  thousand  dollars,  for  rebuilding  a  light^house  at  Fed- 
eral point,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  a  light- house  on  Pea 
island,  near  New  inlet,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  building 
a  new  light-boat  at  Long  shoal,  in  Pamlico  sound,  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

State  of  South  Carolina. 
For  light- houses  or  light-boats  in  the  inlets  of  St.  Hele- 
na and  Port  Royal,  twenty  thousand  dollars;  for  the  con- 
struction of  five  beacon -liglits  in  Charleston  harbor,  six 
thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  appropriation  of  the  last 
session;  the  k>cation  of  said  lights  to  be  changed,  if  deem- 
ed expedient  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcasuiy. 
Sfaie  of  Georgia. 
For  a  light -house  on  the  north  end  of  Little  Cumberland 
island,  eight  tliousand  dollars;  for  the  erection  of  a  light- 
house on  the  north  end  of  JekyI  island,  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars. For  the  placing  of  buoys  and  be4icons,  to  render  the 
entrances  to  the  harbor  of  Brunswick  secure  and  easy  at  all 
times,  ten  thousand  dollars.  For  a  light-house  on  Sapelo 
island,  and  for  placing  buoys  and  beacons  at  Doboy  bar,  and 
Sapelo  bar,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  safe  and  secure 
an  entrance  at  all  times  to  the  city  of  Darien,  five  thousand 
dollars;  for  a  floating- light  to  be  anchored  within  Martin's 
Industry,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

StaU  of  Alabama. 
For  placing  buoys  in  the  harbor  of  Mobile,  six  hundred 
dollars;  for  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  Sand  island, 
opposite  Mobile  point,  ten  thousand  dollars. 
State  of  Ohio. 
For  a  light-house  on  Turtle  island,  at  the  entrance  of 
Maumec  bay,  in  Lake  Erie,  eight  thousand  dollars;  for  a 


beacon -light  on  a  proper  site  near  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bor of  Sandusky  bay,  two  thousand  five  hundred  doilais; 
for  a  beacon-light  at  or  near  Manhattan,  three  thousand 
dollars;  for  additional  buoys  to  mark  the  channel  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  and  acroas  Maumee  bay, 
two  hundred  dollars;  for  a  light-house  on  the  south  side  of 
Cunningham  island,  in  Lake  Erie,  three  thousand  dollais. 
State  of  Indiana. 

For  a  light-house  at  City  West  harbor,  five  thousand 
dollars;  to  complete  the  light  house  at  Michigen  City, 
three  thousand  dollars. 

State  of  Louisiana. 

For  a  beacon- light  at  or  near  the  southwest  pass  of  Ver- 
milion bay,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  erecting  a  light-house 
at  the  pass  between  Lake  Pontchartrain  and  Lake  Maure- 
pas,  six  thousand  dollars;  for  erecting  a  Ugfat-house,  and  a 
house  .for  the  keeper,  on  St.  Joseph's  island,  in  Lake 
Borgne,  twelve  thousand  dollars;  for  placing  two  buoys  at 
Dolphin-island  pass,  two  buoys  at  Pass  Marianne,  two 
buoys  at  Pass  Christian,  and  two  buoys  at  Heron  pasa,  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars;  for  beacons  and  light-houses  at  Ihe 
entrance  of  the  harbor  recently  constructed  on  Lake  Pont- 
chartrain, at  the  canal  above  New  Orleans,  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars;  for  erecting  a  light-house  on  Lake  Pontr 
chartniin,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bayou  St.  John,  ten  thou- 
sand dollars;  for  beacons  and  light-houses  at  Port  Pont- 
chartrain, in  addition  to  the  sum  heretofore  appropriated, 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

State  of  Mississippi. 

For  the  erection  of  a  light-house  at  the  mouth  of  Pearl 
river,  in  addition  to  the  sura  heretofore  appropriated,  five 
thousand  dollars. 

State  of  Michigan. 

For  a  light  house  on  a  proper  site  at  the  mouth  of  Grand 
river,  five  thousand  dollars;  (or  a  light-house  at  a  proper 
site  at  the  mouth  of  Detroit  river,  five  thousand  dollars;  for 
a  light-house  on  Windmill  island,  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  St. 
Clair,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  erecting  a  light-house  at 
the  mouth  of  Saginaw  river,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  erect- 
ing a  light-house  at  Wagooshance,  or  Fox  point,  on  the 
straits  of  Michilimackinac,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  erect- 
ing a  light-house  at  the  mouth  of  Kalamaioo  river,  five 
thousand  dollars. 

Territory  of  Florida. 

For  a  light-house  on  the  most  suitable  site  at  or  near  the 
east  entrance  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  into  Appalachicofa 
bay,  to  be  selected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  TreasnTy,  ten 
thousand  dollars;  for  a  light-house  at  the  entrance  of  St. 
Joseph's  bay,  ten  thousand  dollars;  for  three  buoys  at  the 
mouth  of  St.  John's  river,  one  thousand  dollars;  for  buovs 
to  mark  tho  channel  from  the  eastern  pass  into  Appalachi- 
cola  bay,  to  the  town  of  Appalachicola,  one  thousand  dol- 
lars; for  a  light-boat  to  be  stationed  at  the  northwest  passage, 
twelve  miles  from  Key  West,  ten  thousand  dollars;  for  buoys 
at  the  northwest  passage  and  harbor  of  Key  West,  eight 
hundred  dollars;  for  a  light-house  on  the  north  point  of 
Amelia  island,  eight  thousand  dollars;  for  rebuilding  and 
changing  the  location  of  the  light-house  at  Mosquito  inlet, 
seven  thousand  dollars;  for  placing  buoys  on  a  rock  in  the 
outer  harbor  of  Key  West,  five  hundred  dollars;  for  fccu- 
ring  the  foundation  of  the  light-house  on  Sand  Key,  and 
for  the  attendance  of  a  boat  procured  by  the  late  keeper, 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  dollars;  for  rebuild- 
ing the  light-houso  at  Cape  Florida,  ten  thousand  dollars 
for  a  light-house  on  CaVreyforce  reef,  on  the  southeastern 
extremity  of  the  coast  of  Florida,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
Territory  of  Wisconsin. 

For  erecting  a  light-house  at  the  mouth  of  Milwaukee 
river,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  erecting  a  light-house  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Manitowac  river,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  a 
light-house  at  Chipewagan,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  erect- 
ing a  light-house  at  the  entrance  of  Green  bay,  five  thou- 
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sand  dollars;  for  erecting  a  light  house  at  Root  river,  five 
thousand  dollars. 

8cc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  before  any  of 
the  improvements  aforesaid  are  commenced,  the  Board  of 
Navy  Commissioners  shall  cause  an  examination  to  be  made 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the  safety  of  navi- 
gation requires  any  additional  facilities,  and  if  so,  what  is 
most  suitable  for  each  place  needing  such  additional  facili- 
ties, and  thereupon  to  report  their  opinion  in  regard  to  all 
such  places  as  speedily  as  may  be  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who  shall  proceed  with  the  works  so  recom- 
mended; but  if  the  said  Board,  after  causing  such  examina- 
tion to  be  made,  shall  be  of  opinion  that  any  of  said  im- 
provements are  not  needed  to  facilitate  the  navigation,  or 
that  the  navigation  is  so  inconsiderable  as  not  to  justify  the 
proposed  works,  or  that  the  same  are  inexpedient  from  any 
cause,  no  further  proceeding  shall  be  had,  and  their  opin- 
ions, with  the  facts,  shall  be  reported  to  Congress. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  adopt 
the  improvements  in  lamps  and  lanterns  of  light-houses, 
and  the  mode  of  warming  the  same,  invented  by  Isaac  Dun- 
ham, it,  in  his  opinion,  after  due  examination  and  trial 
thereof,  (if  necessary,)  said  improvements  shall  be  deemed 
of  utility  in  respect  to  the  saving  of  expense  in  repairs  and 
support,  or  in  respect  to  improving  the  lights:  Provided, 
The  right  to  adopt  said  improvements  in  the  light-houses 
and  Ught-boatii  of  the  United  States  can  be  obtained  on 
terras  which  the  Secretary  shall  deem  reasonable. 

Approved  Maivh  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  and  sanction  the  sales  of  reserves, 
provided  for  Creek  Indians  in  the  treaty  of  March  twen- 
ty-four, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  in  certain 
cases,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to,  cause  all  the 
reserves  belonging  to  the  ijreek  Indians  by  virtue  of  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  of  March  twenty-fourth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  which  shall  remain  unsold  on  the 
fourth  day  of  April  next,  to  be  sold  at  public  auction  in 
the  Creek  country;  after  giving  at  least  sixty  days'  notice 
of  the  time,  place,  and  terms  of  sale  in  the  pubUc  prints, 
and  to  cause  patents  to  be  issued  to  the  purchasers  of  said 
reserves. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President 
of  the  United  States  may,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to, 
confirm  the  sales  by  the  widow,  the  widow  and  children, 
the  children,  or  the  lawful  administrator  of  Creek  Indians 
who  have  died,  or  who  may  die,  prior  to  the  fourth  day  of 
April  next,  without  having  legpally  disposed  of  said  reserves, 
and  to  receive  the  purchase-money,  or  such  portions  of  it 
as  may  not  have  been  paid  to  the  persona  entitled  to  it,  and 
to  cause  patents  to  be  issued  therefor  to  the  purchasers: 
**  Provided,  That  sales  made  by  lawful  administrators  shall 
be  entitled  to  a  preference  over  sales  made  by  widows  and 
children.'' 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President 
may,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to,  pay  the  persons  enti- 
tled thereto,  the  money  which  may  be  received  from  the 
purchasers  of  reserves  under  the  authority  (pven  in  the  two 
preceding  sections,  at  such  times,  and  in  such  amounts, 
as  he  shall  deem  best  for  the  parties  concerned;  or,  if  he 
think  proper,  to  invest  the  whole  or  any  part  of  said  pur- 
chase-money in  stocks,  and  pay  the  interest  to  the  persons 
entitled,  in  such  amounts,  and  in  such  manner,  as,  in  his 
opinion,  will  be  most  advantageous  for  them:  Provided^ 
That  he  may  cause  the  principal  of  the  sum  or  sums  so  in- 
vested to  be  paid  to  the  persons  entitled  thereto,  whenever 
he  may  think  propen  And  provided,  further.  That  the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  executed  under  such  regula- 
tions and  reatrictions  as  the  President  may  prescribe. 


Soc.  4.  And  be  itfurtfier  enacted.  That  it  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  sum 
of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  to  be  paid  to 
the  Creek  Indians  whose  names  were  omitted  to  be  enter-^ 
ed  on  the  census-roll  taken  under  the  treaty  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  to  those  whose  names  appear 
on  said  roll,  but  for  whom  no  locations  have  been  made^ 
who  shall  appear,  from  proper  evidence,  to  be  justly  enti- 
tled to  reservations  under  the  provisions  of  said  treaty:  Pro- 
vided, That  the  sums  thui^ayable  under  this  section  may 
be  invested  in  stocks  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions^ 
and  under  the  same  regulations  and  restrictions,  as  are  here- 
inbefore prescribed  in  respect  to  moneys  payable  under  the 
first  and  second  seotiona  of  this  act:  Provided,  further. 
That  no  transfer  by  the  person  entitled  under  this  section 
shall  be  valid. 

Sec.  6.  Afid  be  it  further  etuxcted.  That,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  three  first 
sections  of  this  act,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  together  with  such  sum  aa 
may  be  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  fourth  section 
thereof. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  explanatory  of  the  act  entitled  «  An  act  grant- 
ing half- pay  to  widows  and  orphans  where  their  hus- 
bands and  fathers  have  died  of  wounds  received  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

Be  it  enacted,  4*e>>  That  the  benefits  of  the  thudjsection 
of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  granting  half  pay  to  widows 
and  orphans,  where  their  husbands  and  fathers  have  died 
of  wounds  received  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  the  fourth  day 
of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  shall  not  be  with- 
held from  any  widow,  in  consequence  of  her  having  mar- 
ried after  the  decease  of  the  husband  for  whose  services  she 
may  claim  to  be  allowed  a  pension  or  annuity  under  said  act: 
Provided,  That  she  was  a  widow  at  the  time  it  waa  passed. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  widow  of 
any  person  who  continued  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  until  the  third  day  of  November,  seventeen  hundred 
and  eighty-three,  and  was  married  before  that  day,  and 
while  her  husband  was  in  such  service,  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  benefits  of  the  third  section  of  the  aforesaid  act. 
Approved  Mafth  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  continue  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  office  of  Commissioner  of 
Pensions  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  continued,  until 
the  fourth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty. . 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  Commission- 
er of  Pensions  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate;  and  that  he  shall  execute,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  such  duties  in  relation  to  the  various 
pension  laws  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  President. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Com- 
missioner shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  three  thousand 
dollars;  and  have  the  privilege  of  sending  and  receiving  let- 
ters and  packets  by  mail  free  of  postage. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  certain  harbors,  and  for  the  remo- 
val of  obstructions  in  and  at  the  mouths  of  certain  rivers, 
and  for  other  purposes,  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Be  it  enacted,  4re.,  That  the  felkiwing  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  carrying  on 
and  completing  certain  works  heretofore  commenced,  viz: 
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For  cotftinuing  the  improrement  of  the  harbor  of  Chica- 
gD)  Illinoii,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  construction  of  a  harbor  at  Michigan 
city»  Indiana,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  construction  of  a  pier  or  breakwater 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Joseph,  Michigan,  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  continuation  of  the  works  at  the  harbor  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Raisin,  Michigan,  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  completing  the  channel  of  (he  Cocheco  branch  of  the 
Piscataqua  river,  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  five  thou 
sand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the,  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  the 
mouth  of  Black  river)  in  JeiTerson  county.  State  of  New 
York,  ten  thousand  dollars.] 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  White- 
ball,  in  the  Stale  of  New  York,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  channel  at  the 
mouth  of  Oenesee  river,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

For  improving  the  harbor  of  Mobile,  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, by  removing  the  bar  of  the  Choctaw  pass,  and  Dog- 
river  bar,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  Black  riv- 
er, Ohio,  six  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Huron  river,  in  Ohio,  two  thousand  fiye  hundred 
and  siity-flve  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
mouth  of  Vermilion  river,  Ohio,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  Cleaveland  harbor, 
Ohio,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  Cunning- 
ham creek,  Ohio,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  Ashtabula 
*creek,  Ohio,  eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  Oonneaut 
creek,  Ohio,*"  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Presque 
Isle,  Pennsylvania,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  tiie  improvementof  Dunkirk  harbor.  New 
York,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Port- 
land, Lake  Erie,  New  York,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Catta- 
raugus creek,  Lake  Erie,  New  York,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Salmon 
river,  Lake  Ontario,  New  York,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  channel  between 
the  North  and  South  Hero  islands,  Lake  Champlain,  Ver- 
mont, sii^thonsand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  construction  of  a  breakwater  at  Platts- 
burg,  New  York,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  tlie  harbor  at  the 
mouth  of  Oak-orchard  creek,  New  Yorii,  five  thousand 
dollars. 

For  continuing  the  pier  at  Kennebnnk,  Maine,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  at  Big  Sodus  bay,  New 
York«  twelve  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  pier  and  mole  at  Oswego  harbor. 
New  York,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  placing  buoys  in  the  vicinity  of  the  monument  on 
Steele's  ledge,  Maine,  being  the  unexpended  balance  of  the 
appropriation  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  June,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four,  for  rebuilding  the  monument  on 
Steele's  ledge,  four  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  construction  of  a  breakwater  at  Bur- 
lington, Vermont,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  breakwater  on  Stanford's  ledge,  Port- 
land harbor,  Mahie,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 


For  continuing  the  breakwater  at  Sandy  bay,  Maasachm- 
setts,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  breakwater  at  Hyannis  harbor,  Mas- 
sachusetts, five  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  channel  of  the 
river  Thames,  leading  into  Norwich  harbor,  Connecticut, 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  securing  of  the  public  works  at  the 
harbor  of  Southport,  Connecticut,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  improving  the  harbor  of  Westport,  Connecticut, 
three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  tiiirty-four  doUaia. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Hudson  river,  above  and  below  Albany,  in  the  Stale  of 
New  York,  one  hundred  thousand  dollan;  to  be  expended 
according  to  the  plan  and  estimate  recommended  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

For  continuing  the  repairs  at  the  harbor  of  Cheslav 
Pennsylvania,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  tiie  harbor  of  Wil- 
mington, Delaware,  eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  New- 
castle, Delaware,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  Delaware  breakwater,  and  construct- 
ing a  wharf  or  mole,  pursuant  to  the  report  of  Captain  IM- 
afield,  one  hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  dollan. 

And  (hat  the  sum  of  seventy  thousand  dollan  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  mon^  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  erection  of  a 
marine  hospital  in  the  dty  of  New  Orleans,  in  that  part  of 
said  city  which  shall  be  designated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  for  the  purclMUM  of  lands  on  which  to  cnct 
said  marine  hospital;  and  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  select  and  cause 
to  be  purchased,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  sick  seaiiMo. 
boatmen,  and  all  other  navigaton  on  the  Weatem  riven 
and  lakes,  suitable  sites  for  marine  hospitals:  JVuvided, 
That  the  number  thereof  shall  not  exceed  for  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi three,  for  the  river  Ohio  three,  and  for  Lake  Erie 
one;  and  to  enable  the  President  to  make  such  selection  and 
purchase,  he  may  call  to  his  aid  one  or  more  medical  men 
of  the  army,  not  exceeding  three  iu  all,  to  examine  and  re- 
port on  such  sites,  and  to  ascertain  at  what  price  the  ssme 
can  be  had;  and  that  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollan 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  effect  the  pur- 
chase thereof,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Tneasmy 
not  otherwise  appropriated;  and  that  suitable  plans  and  es- 
timates be  prepared,  under  the  direction  of  theSecrctaiy  of 
War,  for  the  construction  of  said  hospitals,  and  sabmitted 
to  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session 
thereof  and  that  the  sum  often  thousand  dollan  be  i^ro- 
priated  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  in  the  city  of 
Mobile:  Provided^  That  the  expenditures  for  the  purchase 
of  sites  and  the  erection  of  hospitals  at  New  Orieans  and 
Mobile  shall  not  exceed  the  amounts  herein  appropriated  for 
these  purposes;  that  from  and  after  Uie  first  day  of  April 
next,  all  laws  enacted  whenby  seamen  are  required  to  pay 
twenty  cents  a  month,  or  tiieir  employen  are  required  to  re- 
tain that  sum  out  of  their  wages,  to  create  a  fund  for  the 
sick  and  disabled  seamen,  shall  be  suspended  ft>r  one  year, 
during  which  no  such  exaction  shall  be  made;  and  that  in- 
stead of  said  tax  then  be  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollan,  to  be  disbursed  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  sum  above  mentioned:  Provided^  how- 
ever. That  seamen  and  watermen  who  have  not  contributed 
to  said  fund,  may  receive  relief  to  such  extent,  and  under 
such  regulations,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
direct 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Balti- 
more, Maryland,  fifteen  tiiousand  dollan. 

For  continuing  the  nmoval  of  obstructions  at  Ocraooke 
inlet,  North  Carolina,  twelve  thousand  and  fifty  dollars. 


APPENDIX— r©  Gales  Sf  Seaton's  Register. 


29 


Laws  of  the  United  Staiea, 


[24th  CoHQ.  2d  Sesi. 


For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  Cape 
Fear  river,  below  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  ten  thou- 
gand  dollars. 

For  opening  a  passage  of  fifty  yards  wide  and  seven  feet 
deep  at  low  water,  between  the  town  of  Beaufort  and  Pam- 
lico sound.  North  Carolina,  and  for  improving  New  river, 
in  addition  to  two  sums  of  five  thousand  dollars  each,  ap- 
propriated at  the  last  session  of  Congress  for  the  harbor  of 
Beaufort  and  for  New  river,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvements  of  the  inland  channel 
between  St.  Maiy's  and  St.  John*s,  Florida,  five  thousand 
dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  Cumberland  river 
in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  according  to'the  report  of  Col. 
Abort,  United  States  engineer,  dated  February  twenty-third, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  of  the  survey  of  said  riv- 
er, fifty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  the  Red 
river,  sixty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  river  be- 
tween die  falls  and  Pittsburg,  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  from  Louisville  to  New  Orleans^ 
sixty  thousand  dollara. 

For  continuing  the  works  for  the  removal  of  the  obstruc- 
tions to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river  at  its  mouth, 
two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  works  for  the  removal  of  the  obstruc- 
tions to  the  navigation  of  the  Arkansas  river,  in  addition  to 
the  unexpended  balance  of  thurty-five  thousand  dollars,  the 
turn  of  twenly-five  thousand  doUars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi  river 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  and  of  the  Missouri  river,  for- 
ty thousand  dollars. 

For  the  erection  of  a  pier  in  the  Mississippi  river,  near  St. 
Louis,  including  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  appro- 
priated for  that  purpose  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio^  Missouri,  and 
Mississippi  rivers,  and  to  replace  the  steam  snag-boat  Archi- 
medes, sunk  in  the  Mississippi  river  in  November  last, 
twenty-three  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  survey  of  Black  and  White  rivers  in 
Arkansas  and  Missouri,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  making  a  survey  from  the  southern  debouche  of  the 
Dismal  Swamp  canal,  down  the  Pasquotank  river  to  Eliza- 
beth, thence  to  Croatan  sound,  Pamlico  and  other  sounds, 
near  the  coast  of  North  Carolina;  and  thence  by  the  most 
practicable  route  to  Winyaw  bay,  in  SoidhjDarolina,  with 
a  view  to  determine  the  practicability  of  ^emng  an  inland 
communication  for  steam  navigation  from  the  Chesapeake 
bay  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  ton  thousand  dollars. 

For  improving  the  harbor  of  New  Brunswick,  New  Jer- 
sey, lyy  removing  the  obstructions  in  the  Raritan  river,  in 
addition  to  the  appropriation  of  July  four,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  aixty-three 
doUars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaetedy  That  when  the  cor- 
porate authorities  of  the  town  of  Alexandria  shall  deposite 
the  stock  held  by  them  in  the  Alexandria  Canal  Company,  I 
in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  proper 
and  competent  instruments  and  conveyances  in  law  to  vest 
the  same  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  his  succes-  ! 
sors  in  office,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  be  | 
held  in  trust  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  in  all  re-  ! 
spect»as  the  stocks  held  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  ca-  ! 
nal  by  the  several  cities  of  this  District  were  required  to  be  : 
held  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  act  approved  on  the  seventh  ' 
day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  several  corporate  cities  of  Uie  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  advance,  out 


of  any  moneys  in  tlie  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
to  the  Alexandria  and  Canal  Company,  from  time  to  time, 
as  the  progress  of  the  work  may  require  the  same,  such 
sums  of  money,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, as  may  be  neces^sary  to  complete  the  said  canal  to  the 
town  and  harbor  of  Alexandria:  Provided,  That  the  Alex- 
andria Canal  Company,  in  the  construction  of  the  remain- 
ing piers,  abutments,  and  works  of  their  aqueduct  over  the 
Potomac  river,  are  hereby  prohibited  and  restrained  from 
throwing  earth  or  clay  into  the  open  river,  and  are  required, 
with  the  money  furnished  by  this  bill,  to  remove  aU  earth 
and  clay  heretofore  deposited  by  them  in  t)ie  river. 
Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  in  addition  to  the  act  to  promote  the  progress  of 
science  and  useful  arts. 

Be  it  enacted,  Sfc,,  That  any  person  who  may  be  in  pos- 
session of,  or  in  any  way  interested  in,  any  patent  for  an 
invention,  discovery,  or  improvement,  issued  prior  to  the 
fifteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty -six,  or  in  an  assignment 
of  any  patent,  or  interest  therein,  executed  and  recorded 
prior  to  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  December,  may,  without 
charge,  on  presentation  or  transmission  thereof  to  the  Com- 
misdoner  of  PatenU,  have  the  same  recorded  anew  in  the 
Patent  Office,  together  with  the  descriptions,  specifications 
of  claim  and  drawings  annexed  or  belonging  to  the  same; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  to  cause  the 
same,  or  any  authenticated  copy  of  the  of  the  original  rec- 
ord, specification,  or  drawing  which  he  may  obtain,  to  be 
transcribed  and  copied  into  books  of  record  to  be  kept  for 
that  purpose;  and  wherever  a  drawing  was  not  originally 
annexed  to  the  patent  and  referred  to  in  the  specification, 
any  drawing  produced  as  a  delineation  of  the  invention, 
being  verified  by  oath  in  such  manner  as  the  Commissioner 
shall  require,  may  be  transmitted  and  placed  on  file  or  cop- 
ied as  aforesaid,  together  with  th6  certificate  of  the  oath;  ^r 
such  drawings  may  be  made  in  the  office,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Commissioner,  in  conformity  with  the  specific4i- 
tion.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  to  take 
such  measures  as  may  be  advised  and  determined  by  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  provided  for  in  the  fourth  section 
of  this  act,  to  obtain  the  patents,  specifications,  and  copies 
aforesaid,  for  the  purpose  of  being  so  transcribed  and  re- 
corded. And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  of  the  several 
clerics  of  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  States,  to  trans- 
mit, as  soon  as  may  be,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Pasent 
Ofiice,  a  statement  of  all  the  authenticated  copies  of  patents, 
descriptions,  specifications,  and  drawings  of  inventions  and 
discoveries  made  and  executed  prior  to  the  aforesaid  fifteenth 
day  of  December,  which  may  be  found  on  the  files  of  his 
office;  and  also  to  make  out  and  transmit  to  said  Commis- 
sioner, for  record  as  aforesaid,  a  certified  copy  of  every  such 
patent  description,  specification,  or  drawing,  which  shall 
be  specially  required  by  said  Commissioner. 

Soc.  2.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That  copies  of  such 
record  and  drawings,  certified  by  the  Commissioner,  or,  in 
his  absence,  by  the  chief  clerk,  shall  be  prima  facie  evi- 
dence  of  the  particulars  of  the  invention  and  of  the  patent 
granted  therefor,  in  any  judicial  court  of  the  United  States, 
in  all  cases  where- copies  of  the  original  record  or  specifica- 
tion and  drawings  would  be  evidence,  without  proof  of  the 
loss  of  such  originals;  and  no  patent  issued  prior  to  the 
aforesaid  fiftoenti^  day  of  l)ecember  shall,  after  the  first  day 
of  June  next,  be  received  in  evidence  in  any  of  the  said 
courts  in  behalf  of  the  patentee  or  other  person  who  shall 
be  in  possession  of  the  same,  unless  it  shall  have  been  so 
recorded  anew,  and  a  drawing  of  the  invention,  if  separate 
from  the  patent,  verified  as  aforesaid,  deposited  in  the  Pat- 
ent Ofilice;  nor  shall  any  written  assignment  of  any  such 
patent,  executed  and  recorded  prior  to  the  said  fifteenth  day 
of  December,  be  received  in  evidence  in  any  of  the  said 
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courts  in  behalf  of  the  assignee  or  other  person  in  posseBaion 
thereof,  until  it  shall  have  l>cen  so  recorded  anew. 

Sec.  3.  At%d  be  it  further  enacted^  That  whenever  it 
shall  appear  to  the  Commissioner  that  any  patent  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  burning  of  the  Patent  Office  building  on  the 
aforesaid  fifteenth  day  of  December,  or  was  otherwise  lost 
prior  th/ereto,  it  shall  be  his  duty,  on  application  therefor  by 
the  patentee  or  other  person  interested  therein,  to  issue  a 
new  patent  for  the  same  invention  or  discovery,  bearing  the 
date  of  the  original  patent,  with  his  certificate  thereon  that 
it  was  made  and  issued  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the 
third  section  of  thi^  act,  and  shall  enter  the  same  of  record: 
Providedy  however ^  That  before  such  patent  shall  be  issu- 
ed, the  applicant  therefor  shall  deposite  in  the  Patent  Office 
a  duplicate,  as  near  as  may  be,  of  the  original  model,  draw- 
ings, and  description,  with  specification  of  the  invention  or 
discovery,  verified  by  oath,  as  shall  be  required  by  the  Com- 
missioner; and  such  patent  and  copies  of  such  drawings 
and  descriptions,  duly  certified,  shall  be  admissible  as  evi- 
dence in  any  judicial  court  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
protect  the  rights  of  the  patentee,  his  administrators,  heirs, 
and  assigns,  to  the  extent  only  in  which  they  would  have 
been  protected  by  the  original  patent  and  specification. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Commissioner  to  procure  a  duplicate  of  such  of 
the  models  destroyed  by  fiie  on  the  aforesaid  fifteenth  day 
of  December,  as  were  most  valuable  and  interesting,  and 
whose  preservation  would  be  important  to  the  public;  and 
such  as  would  be  necessary  to  facilitate  the  just  discharge 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  the  Commissioner  in  issu- 
ing patents,  and  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  public  and  of 
patentees  in  patented  inventions  and  improvements:  Pro- 
vided.  That  a  duplicate  of  such  models  may  be  obtained  a| 
a  reasonable  expense:  And  provided,  also.  That  the  whole 
amount  of  expenditure  for  this  purpose  shall  not  exceed  the 
Aum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  And  there  shall  be 
a  temporary  board  of  commissioners,  to  be  composed  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Patent  OflSce  and  two  other  persons 
to  be  appointed  by  the  President,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
consider  and  determine  upon  the  best  and  most  judicious 
mode  of  obtaining  models  of  suitable  construction;  and, 
also,  to  consider  and  determine  what  models  may  bo  pro- 
cured in  pursuance  of,  and  in  accordance  with,  the  provis- 
ions and  limitations  in  this  section  contained.  And  said 
commissioners  may  make  and  establish  all  such  regulations, 
terms,  and  conditions,  not  inconsistent  with  law,  as  in  their 
opinion,  may  be  proper  and  necessary  to  carry  the  provis- 
ions of  this  section  into  effect,  according  to  its  true  intent 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  whenever  a 
patent  shall  be  returned  for  correction  and  reissue  under 
the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  additional, 
and  the  patentee  shall  desire  several  patents  to  be  issued  for 
distinct  and  separate  parts  of  the  thing  patented,  he  shall 
first  pay,  in  manner  and  in  addition  to  the  sum  provided 
by  that  act,  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  for  each  additional 
patent  so  to  be  issued:  Provided,  however.  That  no  patent 
made  prior  to  the  aforesaid  fifteenth  day  of  December,  shall 
be  corrected  and  reissued  until  a  duplicate  of  the  model  and 
drawing  of  the  thing  as  originally  invented,  verified  by  oath 
as  shall  be  required  by  the  CommtsFioner,  shall  be  deposit- 
ed in  the  patent  office; 

Nor  shall  any  addition  of  an  improvement  be  made  to  any 
patent  heretofore  granted,  nor  any  new  patent  be  issued  for 
an  improvement  made  in  any  machine,  manufiicture,  or 
process,  to  the  original  inventor,  assignee,  or  possessor,  of 
a  patent  therefor,  nor  any  disclaimer  be  admitted  to  record 
until  a  duplicate  model  and  drawing  of  the  thing  originally 
intended,  verified  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  been  deposited  in 
the  Patent  Office,  if  the  Commissioner  shall  require  the 
same;  nor  shall  any  patent  be  granted  for  an  invention,  im- 
provement, or  discoveiy,  the  model  or  drawing  of  which 
shall  have  been  lost,  until  another  model  and  drawing,  if 


required  by  the  Commissioner,  shall,  in  like  manner,  be 
deposited  in  the  Patent  Office; 

And  in  all  such  cases,  as  well  as  in  those  which  may 
arise  under  the  third  section  of  this  act,  the  question  of 
compensation  for  such  models  and  drawings  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  judgment  and  decision  of  the  commissioners  pro- 
vided for  in  the  fourth  section,  under  the  same  limitationa 
and  restrictions  as  are  therein  prescribed. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  patent, 
hereafter  to  be  issued,  may  be  made  and  issued  to  the  as- 
signee or  assignees  of  the  inventor  or  discoverer,  the  as- 
signment thereof  being  first  entered  of  record,  and  the  ap- 
plication therefor  being  duly  made,  and  the  specification 
duly  sworn  to  by  the  inventor.  And  in  all  cases  hereafter, 
the  applicant  for  a  patent  shall  be  held  to  furnish  duplicate 
drawings,  wlienever  the  case  admits  of  drawings,  one  of 
which  to  be  deposited  in  the  office,  and  the  other  Co  he  an« 
nexed  to  the  patent,  and  considered  a  part  of  tJie  specifica- 
tion. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  whenever  any 
patentee  shall  have,  through  inadvertence,  accident,  or  mis- 
take, made  his  specification  of  claim  too  broad,  claiming 
more  than  that  of  which  he  was  the  original  or  fbrst  invent- 
or, some  material  and  substantial  part  of  the  thing  patented 
being  truly  and  justly  his  own,  any  such  patentee,  his  ad- 
ministrators, executors,  and  assigns,  whether  of  the  whole 
or  of  a  sectional  interest  therein,  may  make  disclaimer  of 
such  parts  of  the  thing  patented  as  the  diaclaimant  shall  not 
claim  to  hold  by  virtue  of  the  patent  or  asaignmenty  stating 
therein  the  extent  of  his  interest  in  such  patent;  which  dis- 
claimer shall  be  in  writing,  attested  by  one  or  more  wit- 
nesses, and  recorded  in  the  Patent  Ofike,  on  payment  by 
the  person  disclaiming,  in  manner  as  other  patent  duties 
are  required  by  law  to  be  paid,  of  the  sum  of  ten  dollan. 
And  such  disclaimer  shall  thereafter  be  taken  and  consider- 
ed as  part  of  the  original  specification,  to  the  extent  of  the 
interest  which  shall  be  possessed  in  the  patent  or  right 
secured  thereby,  by  the  disclaimont,  and  by  those  claiming 
by  or  under  him  subsequent  to  the  record  thereof.  But  no 
such  disclaimer  shall  affect  any  action  pending  at  the  time 
of  its  being  filed,  except  so  far  as  may  relate  to  the  ques- 
tion of  unreasonable  neglect  or  delay  in  filing  the  same. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  whenever  ap- 
plication shall  be  made  to  the  Commissioner  for  ady  addi- 
tion of  a  newly-discovered  improvement  to  be  made  to  an 
existing  patent,  or  whenever  a  patent  shall  be  nCuined  lor 
correction  and  reissue,  the  specification  of  claim  annexed 
to  every  such  patent  shall  be  subject  to  revision  and  restric- 
tion, in  the  s^j^manner  as  are  original  applications  for 
patents;  the  C^fflSissioner  shall  not  add  any  such  improve- 
ment to  the  patent  in  the  one  case,  nor  grant  the  reissue 
in  (he  other  case,  until  the  applicant  shall  have  entered  a 
disclaimer,  or  altered  his  specification  of  claim  in  aooord- 
ance,  with  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner;  and  in  all  such 
cases,  the  applicant,  ifdissatisfied  with  such  decision,  shall 
have  the  same  remedy  and  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
same  privileges  and  proceedings  as  are  provided  by  law  in 
the  case  of  original  applications  for  patents. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  any  thing  in  the  fif- 
teenth section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  additional  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding,  That,  whenever  by  mistake,  ac- 
cident, or  inadvertence,  and  without  any  wilful  default  or 
intent  to  defraud  or  mislead  the  public,  any  patentee  shall 
have  in  his  specification  claimed  to  be  the  original  and  first 
inventor  or  discoverer  of  any  material  or  substantial  part  of 
the  thing  patented,  of  which  he  was  not  the  fii^t  and  ori- 
ginal inventor,  and  shall  have  no  legal  or  just  right  to  claim 
the  same,  in  eveiy  such  case  the  patent  shall  be  deemed 
good  and  valid  for  so  much  of  the  invention  or  discovery  as 
shall  be  truly  and  bona  fide  his  own.  Provided,  it  shali  be  a 
material  and  substantial  part  of  the  thing  patented,  and  be 
definitely  distinguishable  from  the  other  parta  so  claimed. 
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withoat  right  as  aforesaid.  And  every  such  patentee,  his 
ezecntOTB,  administratorB,  and  assigns,  whether  of  the  whole 
or  of  a  sectional  interest  therein,  shall  be  entitled  to  main- 
tain a  suit  at  law  or  in  equity  on  such  patent  for  any  in- 
fringement of  such  part  of  the  invention  or  discovery  as  shall 
be  bona  fide  his  own  as  aforesaid,  notwithstanding  the  spe- 
cification may  embrace  more  than  he  shall  have  any  legal 
right  to  claim.  But,  in  every  such  case  in  which  a  judg- 
ment or  verdict  shall  be  rendered  for  the  plaintiff,  he  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  recover  costs  against  the  defendant,  un- 
less he  shall  have  entered  at  the  Patent  Office,  prior  to  the 
commencement  of  the  suit,  a  disclaimer  of  all  that  part  of 
the  thing  patented  which  was  so  claimed  without  right: 
Provided,  however.  That  no  person  bringing  any  such  suit 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  provisiona  contained 
in  this  section  who  shall  have  unreasonably  neglected  or 
delayed  to  enter  at  the  Patent  Office  a  disclaimer  as  afore- 
said. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Commis- 
sioner is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint  agents 
in  not  exceeding  twenty  of  the  principal  cities  or  towns  in 
the  United  States,  as  may  best  accommodate  the  different 
sections  of  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  for- 
warding to  the  Patent  Office  all  such  model^i,  specimens  of 
ingrredients,  and  manufactures,  as  shall  be  intended  to  be 
patented  or  deposited  therein,  the  transportation  of  the  same 
to  be  chargeable  to  the  patent  fund. 

Sec.  il.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thtii,  instead  of  one 
examining  clerk,  as  provided  by  the  second  section  of  the 
act  to  which  this  is  additional,  there  shall  be  appointed,  in 
manner  therein  provided,  two  examining  clerks,  each  to 
receive  an  annual  salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars;  and,  al- 
so, an  additional  copying  clerk,  at  an  annual  salary  of  eight 
hundred  dollars.  And  the  Commissioner  is  also  authorized 
to  employ,  from  time  to  time,  as  many  temporary  clerks  as 
may  be  necessary  to  execute  the  copying  and  draughting 
required  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and  to  examine  and 
compare  records  with  the  originals,  who  shall  receive  not 
exceeding  seven  cents  for  every  page  of  one  hundred  words, 
and  for  drawings  nnd  comparison  of  records  with  originals, 
such  reasonable  compensation  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  or 
prescribed  by  the  Commissioner. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  whenever  the 
application  of  any  foreigner  for  a  patent  shall  be  rejected 
and  withdrawn  for  want  of  novelty  in  the  invention,  puir-  | 
suant  to  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  addi-  ' 
ttonal,  the  certificate  thereof  of  the  Commissioner  shall  be 
a  sufficient  warrant  to  the  Treasurer  to  pay  back  to  such 
applicant  two-thirds  pf  the  duty  he  shall  have  paid  into  the 
Treasury  on  account  of  such  application. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  In 
which  an  oath  is  required  by  this  act,  or  by  the  act  to  which 
this  is  additional,  if  the  person  of  whom  it  is  required  shall 
be  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  taking  an  oath,  affirmation 
may  be  substituted  therefor. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  moneys 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  patents  and 
for  fees  for  copies  furnished  by  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Patent  Office  prior  to  the  passngc  of  the  act  to  which  this  is 
additional,  shall  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  ihc  patent  fund 
created  by  said  act;  and  the  moneys  constituting  said  fund 
shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and  clerks  provided  for  by 
said  act,  and  all  other  expenses  of  the  Patent  Office,  inclu- 
ding all  the  expenditures  provided  for  by  this  act;  and,  also, 
for  such  other  purposes  as  arc  or  may  be  hereafter  specially 
provided  for  by  law.  And  the  Commissioner  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  draw  upon  said  fund,  from  time  to  time,  for  such 
sums  as  shall  be  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  governed,  however,  by  the  several  limitations 
herein  contained.  And  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  lay  before 
Congress,  in  the  month  of  January,  annually,  a  detailed 


statement  ef  the  expenditures  and  payments  by  him  made 
from  said  fund;  and  it  shall  also  be  his  duty  to  lay  befbfe 
Congress,  in  the  month  of  January,  annually,  a  list  of  all 
patents  which  shall  have  been  granted  during  the  preceding 
year,  designating,  under  proper  heads,  the  subjects  of  such 
patents,  and  furnishing  an  alphabetical  list  of  the  patentees^ 
with  their  place-s  of  residence;  and  he  shall  also  furnish  a 
list  of  all  patents  which  shall  have  become  public  poperty 
during  the  same  period;  together  with  such  other  uiforma- 
tion  of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  Patent  Office,  as  may 
be  useful  to  Congress  or  to  the  public. 
Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  continuing  the  construction,  and 

for  the  repair  of  certain  roads,  and  for  other  purposes, 

during  the  year  eighteen  hundred' and  thirty-seven. 

Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  Cumberland  road 
in  the  State  of  Ohio;  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  be,  an^  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  continuing  the  Cumberland  road  in  the  State  of  In- 
diana; and  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  continu- 
ing the  Cumberland  road  in  the  State  of  Illinois:  Provided, 
That  said  road  within  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  not  be 
stoned  or  gravelled,  unless  it  can  be  done  at  a  cost  not 
greater  than  the  average  cost  of  stoning  or  gravelling  said 
road  within  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana;  which  sums 
shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  nol  other- 
wise appropriated:  Provided,  That  in  all  cases  where  it  can 
be  done,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  superintending  officers, 
to  cause  the  work  on  said  road  to  be  laid  off  in  sections,  and 
let  out  to  the  lowest  substantial  bidder,  after  due  notice. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  second 
section  of  an  act  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illiuois,  approved 
the  second  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
shall  not  be  applicable  to  expenditures  hereafter  to  be  made 
on  said  road. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  following 
sums  be  and  the  same  arc  hereby  appropriated,  to  l>e  paid 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, to  wit:  For  the  repairs  of  the  Cumberland  road  east  of 
the  Ohio  river,  seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  dollars  and  sixty-three  cents; 

For  continuing  the  construction  of  the  road  from  the 
northern  boundary  of  tlic  Territory  of  Florida,  by  Marianna 
to  Appalachicola,  twenty  thousand  tlirec  hundred  and  thir- 
teen dollars; 

For  defraying  the  expenses  incidental  to  making  examin- 
ations and  8ur>'eys  under  the  act  of  the  thirteenth  of  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-four,  and  for  geological  and  min- 
eralogical  surveys  and  researches  in  the  Indian  country,  on 
the  public  lands,  and  in  the  territories  of  the  United  Slate?, 
thirty  thousand  dollars; 

For  surveys  of  a  military  character,  and  for  the  defences 
of  the  Atlantic  and  Western  fronUcrs,  fifteen  tliousand  dol- 
lars. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enact  d.  That  the  several  sums 
hereby  appropriated  for  the  construction  of  tlie  Cumberland 
road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  shall  be 
replaced  by  said  States  respectively,  out  of  the  funds  reserv- 
ed to  each  for  laying  out  and  making  roads  under  the  direc- 
tion of  (Congress,  by  the  several  acts  passed  for  the  adniis- 
sion  of  said  States  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Abigoil  Appleton. 
Be  it  enacted,  t^r..  That  the  pension  heretofore  granted 
by  law  to  Abigail  Appleton,  the  widow  of  Daniel  Api»leton, 
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pursuant  to  the  provisionB  of  the  act  entitled  <*  An  act  in 
addition  to  an  act  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans  and  widows 
of  persons  slain  in  the  public  or  private  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States,"  and  the  act  to  which  the  same  is  an  addi- 
tion,  subject  to  the  conditions  and  limitations  therein  con- 
tained, be,  and  the  same*is  hereby,  renewed  and  continued 
for  an  additional  term  of  five  years,  to  commence  from  the 
third  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-four,  subject  to  the  conditions  and  limitations  afore- 
said. 

Approved  March  3,  1837.   ' 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  John  Jeffers. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  John  Jeffers  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, authorized  to  surrender- the  certificate  which  heretofore  | 
issued  from  the  land  office  al  HuntsviUe,  Alabama,  to  John  < 
Sharpe,  and  which  was  aesigAed  to  said  Jeffers  by  Dixon  ' 
Stanbach,  as  administrator  of  Stephen  Heard,  for  the  north- 
west quarter  of  section  twenty -eight,  township  six,  range 
two,  west  of  the  basis  meridian  of  said  land  district;  and 
upon  such  surrender  of  said  certificate,  and  filing  his  relin- 
quishment in  said  land  office,  the  said  John  Jeffers  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  certificate  from  Uie  register  and  receiver  of  said 
land  office  for  the  amount  which  has  been  paid  on  said 
lands,  which  shall  be  received  in  said  office  in  payment  for 
any  lands'  subject  to  entry  in  that  land  district 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  grant  the  Atrhafiilaya  Railroad  and  Banking 

Company  the  right  of  way  through  the  public  lands  of 

the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  4*c.,  That  there  be,  and  is  hereby  grant- 
ed to  the  AtchaJBilaya  Railroad  and  Banking  Company,  a  | 
corporation  created  by  the  I^egislature  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, the  right  of  way  through  such  portions  of  the  public 
land  as  the  road  or  roads  of  said  company  is  authorized  by 
its  charter  to  construct,  shall  pass:  Frovidedy  That  the  por- 
tion of  the  public  land  occupied  thereby  shall  not  exceed 
eighty  feet  in  width. 

Sec.  2^:  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  route  of 
said  ro&d'and  its  branches,  shall,  at  the  expense  of  the 
aforeEaid  company,  be  surveyed  and  designated  through  the 
public  lands  by  plain  marks  or  monuments,  and  copies  of 
the  field-notes,  with  plat  or  plats  of  the  lands,  and  a  de- 
scription of  the  said  land-marks  or  monumentB,  and  their 
connexion  with  the  previous  official  surveys  of  the  adjacent 
lands,  shall  be  returned  to  the  office  of  the  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  to  the  General  Land 
Office  in  Washington,  within  sixty  days  aflcr  the  said  sur- 
veys or  plats  are  completed,  and  which  shall  be  within  one 
year  from  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  for  such  de-  ! 
pots,  watering-places,  and  workshops,  as  may  be  essential  | 
to  the  convenient  use  of  said  road,  there  is  also  granted  to 
said  company  such  portion  of  the  public  land  as  they  may 
under  like  restrictions  and  conditions,  select,  on  either  or 
each  side  of  said  road:  Provided,  That  not  more  than  four 
acres,  to  be  laid  off  in  a -square  form,  shall  be  selected  for 
such  use  or  purpose  at  any  one  place,  and  not  more  than 
one  such  square  shall  be  granted  for  every  ten  miles  of  the 
said  road  or  its  branches  lying  within  the  pulic  lands;  which 
selections  shall  be  surveyed  and  returned  in  the  manner 
aforesaid,  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  the  time  being. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  efiaded.  That  so  long  as  the 
public  land  in  the  vicinity  of  said  road  and  its  branches 
Bhall  remain  unsold,  the  said  company  shall  have  permission 
to  take  therefrom  such  materials  of  eartli,  stone,  or  wood, 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  construction  of  said  road.  | 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  grants  here-  j 
in  contained,  as  well  the  use  of  the  public  lands,  as  of  tlie  i 
materials  for  the  construction  of  said  road  and  its  branches,  I 


shall  cease  and  determine  and  be  of  no  effect,  uniefla  the 
said  road  be  commenced  and  cosq>leted  within  the  periods 
fixed  by  the  charter  of  said  company;  and,  if  the  said  road 
shall  be,  at  any  time  after  its  completion,  or  duiing  the 
time  of  its  construction,  discontinued  or  abandoned  by  said 
company,  the  grants  and  privileges  hereby  made  and  allow- 
ed shall  cease  and  determine  and  be  of  no  effect. 
Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  granting  a  pension  to  William  C.  Beard,  late  a 
captain  in  the  United  States  army. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  directed  to  place  the  name  of  Willliam  C. 
Beard,  late  a  captain  in  the  United  States  army,  on  the 
invalid  pension-roll,  at  the  rate  of  seventeen  doUaia  per 
month,  to  commence  on  Uie  first  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-five. 
,  Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  further  to  amend  the  act  incorporating  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

Be  it  enacted,  Jirc.,  That  the  act  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Virginia,  entitled  *'  An  act  further  to  amend  the  act 
incorporating  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company," 
passed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  February,  eigeteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-nine,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  assented 
to  and  approved. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person 
or  persons  shall,  withm  the  District  of  Columbia,  wickedly 
or  maliciously  do  injury  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  ca- 
nal, its  embankments,  walls,  moles,  tow-paths,  bridges,  cul- 
verts, drains,  or  to  any  part  necessary  to  the  uses  and  pur- 
poses of  said  canal,  he,  she,  or  they,  shall  be  liable  to  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  five  or  more  than  fifty  dollars^  to  bs 
recovered  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  District  of 
Columbia;  and  any  such  justice  may,  on  his  own  view,  ot 
on  application  venfied  by  affidavit,  to  said  justice  made, 
issue  his  warrant,  describing  the  injury  commiited;  and  up- 
on conviction,  the  said  justice  shall  have  authority  to  com- 
mit the  offender  to  close  jail,  without  bail  or  mainprise, 
until  said  fine  and  costs  bo  paid,  or  until  said  defendant  bs 
discharged  by  due  course  of  law:  Provided,  however.  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
prevent  said  canal  company  from  recovering  damages  from 
any  person  or  prions  who  may  commit  any  of  the  tress- 
passes aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all  condemna- 
tions of  land  for  the  use  and  purposes  of  said  canal  com- 
pany, which  have  heretofore  becsi  made  by  the  marahal  of 
said  District,  or  any  lawful  deputy  masUial,  shall  be  as 
valid  as  though  the  same  had  b^n  situated  in  the  State  of 
Maryland,  and  had  been  condemned  in  pursuance  of  the 
laws  of  said  State,  through  the  action  and  agency  of  a 
sheriff  of  any  of  the  counties  of  said  State. 

By  the  General  Assemhly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia. 
An  act  further  to  amend  the  act  incorporating  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  passed  Februaxy  twen- 
ty-seventh, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine. 
Be  it  enacted  hy  the  General  Assemhly,  That  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Ohio  Canal  Company  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
empowered,  whenever  it  shall  be,   in  the  judgment  of  the 
president  and  diiectors  thereof,  expedient,  in  lieu  of  bridges 
to  substitute  boats,  properly  fitted,  for  the  transportation  of 
persons,  wagons,  and  carriages,  of  every  description,  acroes 
the  canal,  whenever  a  public  or  private  road  shall  render  a 
bridge  or  ferry  necessary,  and  such  road  cannot  convenient- 
ly be  conducted  under  the  canal. 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  president  and  di- 
rectors, acting  in  behalf  of  the  said  company,  and  with  the 
consent  and  approbation  thereof,  expressed  at  some  general 
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meeting  theieof,  in  which  e  majoiity  in  interest  of  uld 
stock  is  represented,  may  sell,  let,  or  otherwise  dispose  of, 
a^y  surplus  water  in  any  part  of  the  said  canal,  or  of  any 
feeder  or  reservoir  thereof,  if  they  shall  be  of  opinion  that 
no  injary  will  result  theielrom  to  the  navigation  of  the 
canal. 

Be  U  further  enaetedi  That  whenever  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  rorm  heavy  embankments,  piers,  or  moles,  at  ^b» 
mouths  of  creeks,  or  along  the  river  shore,  for  basins  and 
other  purposes,  «nd  the  president  and  directors  may  deem 
it  expedient  to  give  a  greater  strength  to  the  same,  by 
widening  them,  and  constructing  them  of  the  most  solid 
materials,  the  ground  so  formed  for  sudi  useful  pur- 
pose may  by  them,  when  so  improved,  be  sold  out,  or  let 
for  terms  of  years,  as  they  may  deem  most  expedient  for 
the  company,  on  such  conditions  as  may  direct  the  appli- 
cation of  the  proceeds  thereof  to  useful  purposes,  and  at  the 
same  time  repay  the  necessary  expense  of  the  formation  of 
such  embankments,  piers,  or  moles:  Provided^  That  this 
power  shall  in  no  case  be  exercised  so  as  to  injuie  the  nav- 
igation of  the  canal. 

This  act  diall  be  in  force,  so  &r  as  relates  to  the  eastern 
section  of  the  canal,  on  its  receiving  the  assent  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Maryland,  and  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  shall  be  v«lid  as  relates  to  both  sections^  on  its 
raoeiving  the  further  assent  of  the  Legidature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  New  Orleans  and  Carrolton 
Ridlroad  Company  to  construct  a  railroad  from  Carrolton 
to  the  town  of  Bayou  Sara,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
Be  it  enacted^  4-c.,  That  there  be,  and  is  hereby,  grant- 
ed to  Ihe  New  Orleans  and  Carrolton  Railroad  Company, 
incorporated  hj  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  the  right  of 
way  through  such  portion  of  the  public  lands  remaining 
unsold,  for  the  extension  of  their  railroad  from  Canrolton 
to  the  town  of  Bayou  Sara,  in  the  said  State:  Provided^ 
That  the  portion  of  the  public  lands  occupied  therefor,  shall 
not  exceed  eighty  feet  in  breadth;  that  the  route  of  the  said 
road  shall  be  designated  and  marked  on  the  ground  by 
plain  landmarks^  within  the  period  of  eighteen  months  from 
the  passage  of  this  act,  and  a  copy  of  the  notes  of  survey 
and  plat  thereof,  with  a  description  of  the  said  landmarks, 
be  transmitted  to  the  General  f<and  Office  in  Washington, 
within  the  period  afaresaid. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  so  long  as  the 
public  lands,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  said  road,  shall  remain 
unsdd,  the  said  company  shall  have  power  to  take  there- 
from such  materials  of  earth,  stone,  and  wood,  as  may  be 
necessaiy  for  the  construction  of  the  said  road:  Provided^ 
That  the  grants  herein  contained,  as  well  of  the  use  of  the 
public  lands  as  of  the  materials  for  the  said  road,  ahall 
oease  and  determine,  unless  the  same  shall  be  begun  within 
the  period  of  two  years  from  the  date  of  this  act,  and  com- 
pletod  within  a  period  of  six  years. 
Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Fmdley  Kenoek. 

Be  itenaetedy  4-c»  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  direct- 
ed to  place  Findley  Kellock,  of  the  State  of  Maine,  on  the 
roll  of  revolutionary  pensioners,  and  to  cause  to  be  paid  to 
the  said  Kellock,  during  his  natural  life,  the  sum  of  twen- 
ty-nine doUars  per  annum,  the  payment  thereof  to  com- 
mence on  the  fourth  day  of  March,  anno  Domini  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-one. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Gibson. 
Be  it  enacted,  4«.,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  cause  the 
name  of  Alexander  Gibson,  of  Kentucky,  to  be  restored  to 
the  roll  of  revolutionary  peonoiiers,  and  that  he  be  paid  all 


arrears  due  him  for  his  pension  since  he  was  last  paid, 
and  that  he  be  paid  for  and  during  his  natural  life  a  pen* 
sion  at  the  rate  of  eighty  dollars  per  anhum. 
Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  David  Kilboum. 

Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  directed  to  pay,  out 
of  any  money  not  otherwise  «{^ropriated,  to  David  Kil- 
boum, of  the  county  of  Oswego,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  for  loss  of 
property  he  sustained  in  consequence  of  services  rendered 
by  him  to  the  United  States  on  the  Northern  frontier  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of'  Ebenezer  Bieed. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e,y  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  pay  to  Ebenezer  Breed, 
merchant,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  the  amount  of  duties  paid  on  twenty-one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-seven  gallons  of  wine, 
imported  in  tfie  brig  GazeUe,  on  the  first  day  of  August,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  into  the  port 
of  Boston  and  Charlestown,  which  wine  was  destroyed  by 
fire  while  in  the  custody  of  the  customs:  Provided,  That 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  furnished  with  satisfiu^tory 
proof  that  said  goods  were  so  destroyed  by  fire,  and  were 
not  insured 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Potomac  Fire  Insu- 
rance Company  of  Georgetown. 

Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That  the  name  and  style  of  the  said 
company  shall  hereafter  be  the  "Potomac  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Georgetown:"  and  in  addition  to  the  powers,  priv- 
ileges, and  immunities  granted  to  the  said  company  in  and 
by  their  original  act  of  incorporation,  the  said  company  shall 
have  full  power  and  authority  to  make  insurance  on  vessels, 
merchandise,  freights,  and  all  other  interests  in  or.-iouching 
property  at  sea,  or  going  to  sea,  and  on  all  kinds  of  marine 
risks  whatsoever;  to  make  insurance  on  lives,  to  grant  an- 
nuities, to  reoeive  endowments,  to  contract  for  reversiona^ 
ly  payments,  and  to  pass  all  such  by-laws  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  carry  these  and  their  other  powers  into  eflfoct, 
not  contraiy  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  from 
time  to  time  to  alter  or  repeal  the  same;  and  to  make,  exe- 
cute, and  perfect  such  and  so  many  contracts,  bargains, 
agreements,  and  other  instruments,  as  shall  or  may  be  ne- 
cessary, and  as  the  nature  of  the  case  aball  or  may  xt^ 
require. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  said  company,  at  such  time  and  so  often 
as  a  majority  of  the  stockholders  may  agree  and  so  order, 
to  open  books  and  take  subscriptions  of  stock,  until  the 
original  contemplated  capital  stock  of  said  company  shall  be 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  president 
and  directors  of  said  company  may,  at  their  discretion,  take 
security  on  real  estate  of  at  least  double  the  value  of  the 
amount  to  be  secured,  in  lieu  of  endorsed  notes,  for  the  un- 
paid part  of  the  capital  stock;  and  it  shall  be  lawfiil  for  the 
stockholders  to  pay  up  ten  doUars  per  share  on  any  and 
every  share  of  stock  held  by  him,  her,  or  them,  in  cash,  not 
oftener  than  once  a  year,  commencing  with  die  first  of  July, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  be  entitled 
to  dividend  thereon  as  on  other  cash  stock:  Provided,  The 
said  payments  are  made  fully  six  months  before  the  declar- 
ation of  such  dividend. 

See.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  foregoing 
enactments  ahall  be  in  force  and  binding  on  the  said  com- 
pany and  others,  as  soon  as  a  written  acceptance  (hereof. 
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L(su)S  of  the  United  StaUd, 


adopted  hj'ti  majority  of  the  stockhulden  of  said  company, 
ahall  be  authentically  certified^  and  filed  and  recorded  in  tihe 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the-circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, for  the  county  of  Washington:  Provided,  That  the 
change  in  the  name  of  the  said  company,  hereby  authorized, 
■hall  not  afibet  any  proceedings  instituted,  or  liabilities  in- 
curred, before  the  passage  of  this  act,  by  or  against  the  said 
Potomac  Fire  Insurance  Company. 
Approved  March  3,  1887. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Hemy  Lee. 

Be  it  enaded,  4-c-,  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Department  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  and 
required  to  admit  andfwss  to  the  credit  of  John  Rieaud,  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  dollan  heretofore  suspended  from  his 
credit,  in  the  settlement  of  the  said  John  Iticaud's  account, 
as  paymaster  to  the  thizty-^th  regiment  of  United  States 
infantry,  commanded  at  a  separate  post,  by  Colonel  William 
Carbery. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaeted^'Thai  Henry  Lee  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  released  and  fuUy  exonerated  from  the 
force  and  effec*  of  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  in  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States,  at  Richmond,  Virginia, 
as  surety  of  the  aforesaid  John  Rieaud,  late  paymaster  of 
the  thirty-sixth  regiment  of  United  States  infantiy. 

Sec.  ^.'And  be  it  further  enaetedj  That  this  act  ahall 
commence  and  be  in  force  from  and  afUr  the  passage  thereof. 

Approved  March  3»  1897. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  William  Christy. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e, ,  That  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury ascertain  the  amount  duo  William  Christy,  as  military 
storekeeper,  one  year,  in  the  NorUiwestem  army,  under  an 
appointment  of  General  Harrison;  and  whoi  so  ascertained, 
that  he  report  the  same  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 
who  is  directed  to  cause  the  same  to  be  credited  on  the  prin- 
cipal of  a  judgment,  recovered  in  ftivor  of  the  United  States 
against  said  Christy,  in  the  district  court  of  Louisiana,  at 
the  December  term  of  said  court,  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-sey^n. 

Sec,  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasuiy  be  auUioriied  to  make  an  arrangement  with 
the  said  William  Christy,  for  the  payment  of  the  balance  of 
the  principal  of  said  judgment  and  costs,  at  any  time  within 
five  years,  by  instabnents,  which  being  paid  according  to 
the  stipulations  of  the  parties,  the  said  Secretary  is  authori- 
sed to  discharge  said  judgment. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  James  Brown  and  John  Brown, 
half-breeds,  of  the  Cher<^ee  nation  of  Indians. 

Be  it  enacted,  ife..  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  pay  to  Jame4  Brown  the 
sn^  of  six  hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars,  and  to  John 
Brown  the  farther  sum  of  three  hundred  and  thirty  dollars; 
making  in  the  aggregate,  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  dollars,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  as  fiiU  compensation  for  the  im- 
provements surrendered  by  the  said  James  Brown  and  Jo^ 
Brown,  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  eighteen  hun* 
dred  and  nineteen,  between  the  United  States  and  said  na- 
tion of  Indians. 

Approved  March  3,  1887. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  F.  A.  Parker. 
Be  a  enacted,  4«.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
•pay  to  Captain  F.  A.  Parker,  of  the  United  States  navy, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  for  actual  expenses 
incurred  by  him  while  commanduog  the  Fairfield  sloop  of 
war,  in  the  Mediterranean,  during  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
drid  and  twenty-eight,  in  carrying  out  Mr.  Weyer,  beaiei 


of  despatches  to  the  commander  of  the  squadron  in  the 
Mediterranean  sea,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
(^  the  United  States. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Green  Fiyor  and  the  heirs  of 
Peter  Piyor. 

Be  it  enacted,  Jre.,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  cause  to  be  issued  to  Green  Pryor  and  the  heixa  of 
Peter  Pryor,  a  patent  for  fractional  section  number  two,  of 
township  fourteen,  range  five  east,  in  the  Washington  land 
district,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  it  being  the  same  en- 
tered by  Isham  Arthur,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen,  and  by  him  transfiBrred  to 
Green  and  Peter  Pryor. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representativ<e  o/ Isaac 
Williams,  deceased. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  the  legal  repreeentativeft  of  Isaac 
Williams,  deceased  of  the  county  of  Wilkinson,  in  theStaU 
of  MiMissippi,  be^  and  they  are  hereby,  authorised  to  re-en- 
ter, at  any  time  within  six  months  after  the  passage  of  this 
ac^  so  much  of  fractional  sections  numbers  thirty-nine  and 
forty-one,  in  township  number  one,  of  range  number  one 
west,  in  the  district  of  lands  subject  to  sale  at  Washington, 
in  said  State,  as  remains  unsold,  and  that  the  sums  of 
money  heretofore  paid  by  Isaac  Bush  and  Isaae  Williams, 
or  either  of  them,  on  said  fractional  sections,  be  passed  to 
the  credit  of  the  said  representatives,  in  part  payment  foi 
the  said  firactional  sections. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  reUef  of  Charles  W.  Pickering. 

Be  it  enacted^  ifC,,  That  the  proper  accounting  officer  of 
the  Treasuiy  be  authorized  to  adjust  and  settle  the  aoeounl 
of  Charles  W.  Pickering,  a  midshipman  in  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  allow  him  the  difierence  betvreen  the 
pay  and  emoluments  of  a  lieutenant  over  that  of  a  Budakup- 
man,  for  the  ^riod  during  which  he  performed  the  duties 
of  a  lieutenant  on  board  the  United  States  ship  Fahnouth, 
by  order  of  her  commander,  Francis  H.  Grcgoiy,  in  the 
Pacific  ocean,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
three;  and  the  amount  so  found  due  to  him  shaU  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  impropri- 
ated. 

Approved  March  3,  1887. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Jerah  Fenner. 
Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy 
pay  to  Jerah  Fenner,  out  of  any  money  not  otherwise  ap- 

Sropriated,  his  pay  as  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  Uiuted 
tates,  from  the  thirtieth  of  June,  wghteen  hundred  and 
fourteen,  to  the  eighteenth  of  October,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fourteen,  inclusive. 
Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  H.  and  D.  Cotheal,  of  New 
Yoric. 

Be  it  enacted,  4t7.,  That  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New 
York  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  permit  H.  and  D: 
Cotheal,  of  New  Yoik,  to  exi^ort,  vrith  the  benefit  of  draw- 
back, certain  cases  or  padc4(e8  of  Spamsh  playing-caa^ 
imported  by  them  into  that  port,  upon  their  oonqilj^ng  with 
the  forms  and  regulations  required  by  existing  laws  relating 
to  the  exportation  of  merchandise  with  the  benefit  of  draw- 
back. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Harmony,  of  New  York. 

Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That  the  collector  of  thoport  of  New 

York  b^  and  heis  herd>yy  authorized  to  peimtt  Peter  Hw- 
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mony,  of  New  York,  to  export,  with  the  benefit  of  draw- 
hack,  certain  caaes  or  packagea  of  Spanish  playing-caida, 
imported  by  him  into  that  port,  upon  hie  complying  with 
the  forma  and  reqniaitiona  required  by  existing  laws  relating 
to  the  exportation  of  merchandise  with  the  benefit  of  draw- 
back. 

Approved  March  3,  1887. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  James  Keytes. 

Be  it  enacted^  4^.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
cause  to  be  issued  to  James  Keytes,  assignee  of  William 
Ashly,  who  is  assignee  of  Grant  Weed,  a  patent  for  a  quar- 
ter section  of  land,  to  be  located  on  any  of  the  public  lands 
in  the  State  of  Missouri  subject  to  private  entry;  which  is 
in  lieu  of  a  quarter  section  which  was  patented  to  said  Grant 
Weed,  by  the  United  States,  on  the  eleventh  day  pi  May, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  described  as  being  the  north- 
east quarter  of  section  eleven,  in  township  number  fifty-four 
north,  of  range  twenty  south,  and  whlc^  patent  appears  to 
have  been  altered  by  the  Commissioner  of  tiie  General  Land 
Office  on  the  third  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-four,  by  inserting  range  twenty- one  instead  of  range 
twenty,  so  as  to  make  the  patent  correspond  with  the  rec- 
ord in  said  office:  Provided^  nevertheless.  That  no  such  lo- 
cation shall  be  made,  or  patent  issue,  until  the  said  Keytes 
shall  file  a  relinquishment  with  the  register  of  the  land  of- 
fice at  Franklin,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  for  the  above- 
named  quarter  section,  in  range  twentf-one  aforesaid. 

Approved  March  3,  1887. 

AN  ACT  to  incorporate  the  Preeident  and  Directors  of 

the  Firemen's  Insurance  Company  of  Washington  and 

Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Bt  it  enacti^  4-c.,  That  French  S.  Evans  and  Edmund 
Hanly,  ofthe  Union;  Charles  L.  Coltman  and  James  H. 
Smoot,  of  the  Franklin;  John  Purdy  and  John  H.  God- 
dard,  of  the  Perseverance;  Charles  K.  Gardner  and  John 
Lynch,  of  the  Columbia;  Marmaduke  Dove  and  William 
Speiden,  of  the  Navy  Yard;  George  Shoemaker  and  John 
H.  King,  of  the  Western  Star,  and  Nathaniel  Marden  and 
William  J.  Gozler,  of  the  Vigilant,  fire  companies,  and  the 
sabscribers  to  the  stock  of  the  association,  and  their  eucces- 
sors,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  a  body 
politic  and  corporate,  l^  the  name  and  style  of  «  The  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  of  the  Firemen's  Insurance  Company 
of  Washington  and  Georgetown;"  and  by  that  name  shall 
have  perpetual  succession,  and  be  capable  in  law  to  sue  and 
be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered, 
defend  and  be  defended,  in  all  courts  of  law  or  equity,  or  else- 
where; and  to  make  and  use  one  common  seal,  and  the  same 
to  alter  or  renew  at  their  pleasure,  and  generally  to  do  and 
perform  all  things  relative  to  the  objects  of  this  institution 
which  it  now  is  or  riiall  be  lawful  for  any  individual  or  body 
politic  or  corporate  to  do. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  capital  stock 
of  this  company  shul  consist  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  divided  into  ten  thousand  shares, 
at  twenty  dollars  each.  Two  dollars  shall  be  {>aid  on  each 
share  at  the  time  of  subscribing;  four  mon|!hs  after  such  sub- 
scription and  paympnt,  a  furUier  instalment  of  two  dollars 
shall  be  paid  oh  each  share  of  stpck;  and  hotes  payable  on 
demand,  with  security  to  be  approved  by  the  president  and 
directors  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  ^iven  for  the  remaining 
sixteen  dollars.  The  said  notes  shall  be  renewed  whenever 
the  directors  may  consider  it  proper;  and  any  stockholder 
neglecting  or  reusing  to  renew  his  note,  or  neglecting  or 
refusing  to  pay  an  instalment  when  required  by  the  direct- 
ors, shall  forfeit  all  his  interest  in  this  company,  and  be 
held  liable  for  his  proportion  of  any  loss  which  may  have 
occurred  previous  to  such  neglect  or  refiisal. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  should  any  | 
forfeiture  occur,  it  may  be  remitted  by  a  majority  of  the 


whole  board  of  directors  present  at  the  meeting  at  which  the 
motion  for  such  remission  shall  be  made,  upon  the  payment, 
by  the  person  incurring  a  forfeiture,  of  the  principal  of  said 
instalment,  and  the  interest  thereon  up  to  the  time  of  such 
payment;  as  also  of  his  proportion  of  such  loss  as  may  have 
occurred  previous  to  such  forfeiture. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Ptesident 
and  directors  shall  not  call  on  the  stockholders  for  any  part 
of  the  remaining  sixteen  dollars  per  share,  secuiea  to  be 
paid  as  above  mentioned,  unless  the  exigencies  of  the  ^bom- 
pany  shall  require  it,  and  then  only  in  such  proportions  as 
the  said  stockholders  are  severally  interested,  taking  care, 
always,  to  give  sixty  days'  notice  thereof,  in  the  papers  in 
the  cities  of  Washington  and  Creorgetown. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  so  soon  as  five 
thousand  shares  are  subscribed  for  and  paid,  or  secured  to 
be  paid,  the  company  shall  be  competent  to  transact  all 
kinds  of  business  for  which  itls  established. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  fire  com- 
pany in  the  city  of  Washington  and  Georgetown  shall  be 
entitled  to  subscribe  by  itself,  for  its  own  use,  in  its  corpo^ 
rate  capacity,  or  by  means  of  trustees  for  the  use  of  said 
company;  or  the  members  of  a  company  may,  in  their  in- 
dividual capacity,  for  the  use  of  themselves  or  the  company 
or  companies  to  which  they  belong,  subecribefor  an  amount 
of  stock,  not  to  exceed,  in  the  whole,  one  thousand  four 
hundred  and  twenty-ei^ht  shares  for  each  company.  Each 
company  shall  open  books  of  subscription  for  the  same,  on 
the  first  Monday  in  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-sev- 
en, and  shall  deliver  the  said  books  and  the  money  paid  on 
the  subscription,  to  the  board  of  directors,  so  soon  as  they 
shall  be  appointed  and  prepared  to  receive  the  same. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  fire 
company,  together  with  its  members,  shall  not  subscribe  for 
the  number  of  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
shares  allotted  to  them,  within  the  space  of  three  years 
from  the  time  the  books  may  be  opened  for  subscription, 
the  residue  of  shares  between  the  amount  of  their  iiubecrip- 
tion  and  the  said  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  shares,  may  be  subscribed  for  and  taken  by  the  other 
fire  companies,  or  the  members  thereof,  in  equal  portions 
to  each  company,  or  in  such  manner  as  the  directors  may 
determine. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no  person, 
other  than  a  member  of  a  fire  company,  shall  be  entitled 
to  purehase  or  hold  any  part  of  the  capital  or  joint  stock  of 
this  .company;  and  the  share  or  shares  of  a  stockholder 
ceasing  to  be  a  member  of  a  fire  company,  shall  be  purchar- 
sed  at  their  actual  value,  by  the  company  to  which  the  said 
stockholder  belonged;  or  by  the  members  thereof,  for  their 
own  use,  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  company;  or  by  the 
board  of  directors  of  this  association,  and  may  be  disposed 
of  by  them  for  its  benefit.  Upon  the  decease  of  a  stock- 
holder, his  share  or  shares  shall  become  extinct,  his  stock 
notes  shall  be  cancelled,  and  the  actual  value  of  such  share 
or  shares,  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  together  with  all  prof- 
its due  thereon  to  him,  shall  be  paid  within  six  months  after 
such  extinction,  to  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or 
assigns.  And  the  directors  shell  have  power  to  create  and 
dispose  of  shares  equal  to  the  number  so  extinguished  by 
the  death  of  the  said  stockholder. 

Sec.  tf .  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  transfers  of 
stock  may  be  made  by  any  stockholder  to  the  company,  or 
to  a  member  or  members  of  the  fire  company  to  vdlich  he 
or  they  may  belong,  or  to  any  other  fire  company,  or  any 
member  or  members  thereof;  but  no  transfer  shall  be  valid 
which  is  made  to  any  other  than  a  member  or  members  of 
a  fire  company. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  every  mem- 
ber of  any  of  the  companies  belongpng  to  the  association, 
shall  be  entitled  to  efiect  insurances  at  a  discount  of  eight 
per  cent,  less  than  other  persons,  upon  producing  to  the 
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aatiflfoction  of  the  directon  a  certificate  of  his  right  of  mem- 
htnhip;  and  all  the  companies  aaeociated,  or  who  may  here- 
after aieociate  under  this  act,  within  the  cities  of  Washing- 
ton and  (reorgetown,  shall  be  entitled  to  an  eqnal  participa- 
tion in  all  the  benefits  and  'advantages  of  the  institution, 
in  proportion  to  thf(  amount  of  stock  held  by  such  com- 
pany. 

Bee.  li.  And  be  it  furtha^  enacted.  That  the  aflaini 
of  this  company  shall  be  managed  by  a  president  and  a 
board  of  directors,  (to  be  elected  as  follows,)  all  of  whom 
shall  be  stockholders;  who,  preyious  to  entering  on  the  du- 
ties of  their  respective  offices,  shall  take  the  following  oath 
or  affirmation:  <<I,  A  B,  do  swear  [or  affirm,  as  the  case 
may  be]  that  t  will  Snithfillly,  diligently,  impartially,  and 
honestly  fulfil  the  duties  of  my  office  of  -^—  — -  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability."  Each  fire  compa- 
ny holding,  together  with  the. members  thereof,  one  hun- 
dred shares  of  stock,  and  not  more  than  five  hundred,  shall 
be  entitled  to  elect  one  director.  Any  fire  company  hold- 
ing, together  witii  the  members  thereof,  more  than  five  hun- 
'  dred  shares,  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  two  directors.  Any 
company,  tog«iher  with  the  members  composing  it,  holding 
less  than  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  shares  of  stock,  shall 
nofbe  entitled  to  the  election  of  a  director.  And  should  it  so 
happen  that  the  number  of  shares  of  stock  possessed  by  any 
one  company,  together  with  the  members  composing  it, 
shall  become  less  than  one  hundred  and  seventy-five»  then, 
and  in  that  case,  the  said  company  shall  not  be  entiUed  to 
the  election  of  a  dirJDctor,  until  the  amount  of  shares  held 
thereby  be  increased  to  the  said  number  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  director 
of  any  other  fire  insurance  company  shall  be  allowed  to  be 
a  director  of  this;  and  should  any  director  of  this  company 
be  elected  a  director  of  any  other  fire  insurance  company, 
hu  acceptance  of  that  appointment  shall,  ipso  facto,  dis- 
qualify him  from  continuing  a  director  of  this  company, 
and  the  company  from  which  such  director  shall  have  been 
delegated  shall  proceed  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  as  is  hcrein- 
afWr  provided. 

Sec.  13^  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  respec- 
tive companies  composing  this  association,  \i  ho  may  be  en- 
titied  to  the  election  of  one  or  more  directors,  shall  hold 
separate  meetings  for  the  first  election  of  directors,  within 
two  weeks  after  the  aforesaid  amount  of  five  thousand 
shares  of  stock  shall  be  subscribed  for,  and  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  January  in  each  and  every  year  thereafter,  and 
choose  by  ballot,  from  among  their  members,  the  number 
of  directors  to  which  they  are  entitled;  and  each  stockhold- 
er shall  have  one  vote  for  each  share  of  stock  not  exceeding 
five  shares;  one  vote  for  every  five  shares  over  five  and  not 
exceeding  fifty  shares;  one  vote  for  every  ten  shares  exceed- 
ing fifty  shares;  but  no  person  or  body  corporate  shall 
hire,  in  any  instance,  more  than  twenty  votes.  The  di- 
rectors so  chosen  shall  serve  until  the  first  Monday  in  Jan- 
uary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and 
until  others  shall  be  chosen,  and  no  longer.  At  their  first 
meeting  after  every  election,  they  shall  choose  by  ballot,  a 
president,  either  from  among  their  own  body,  or  from 
amongst  the  other  stockholders;  and  in  case  of  the  deatii  or 
disqualification  of  the  president,  the  directors  shall  fill  up 
the  vacancy  by  ballot.  The  said  directors  shall  produce 
(before  they  enter  on  the  duties  herein  assigned  to  them) 
a  certificate  signed  by  the  president  and  secretary  of  the  re- 
spective fire  companies,  of  the  appointment  of  such  person 
as  director.  In  case  of  a  director  being  chosen  president, 
the  place  of  such  director  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  shall 
be  filled  up  by  the  company  from  which  such  director  was 
delegrated,  from  among  the  stockholders  of  the  fire  compa- 
'  ny  to  which  the  director  so  elected  belonged. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  finriher  enacted.  That,  in  case  of 
thtf  death,  resignation,  or  disqualification  of  a  director,  the 


place  of  such  director,  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  shall 
be  filled  up  by  the  company  from  which  such  director  was 
delegated,  from  the  fire  company  by  whom  he  was  elected. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  president 
and  directors  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
make  all  kinds  of  insurance  against  fire,  within  the  limits 
of  the  county  of  .Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
only,  and  generally  to  transact  and  perform  all  business 
relative  to  the  objects  aforesaid;  and,  also^  Co  invest  the 
capital  and  funds  of  the  company,  from  time  to  time^  in  the 
public  funds  of  {he  United  States,  or  in  any  other  stocks, 
and  to  dispose  of  the  money  and  property  of  the  company 
in  such  manner  (not  being  contrary  to  law)  as  to  them 
shall  appear  most  advantageous  to  the  company. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enaetedy  That  the  president 
and  directors  shall  declare  dividends  of  the  profits  of  the  cor- 
poration, or  so  much  thereof  as  to  them  shall  appear  Mdn- 
saUe;  and  in  case  of  any  loss  or  losses,  whereiyy  the  capi- 
tal stock  of  the  company  shall  be  lessened,  no  subsequent 
dividend  shall  be  made  until  a  sum  equal  to  such  dinunu- 
tion,  and  arising  from  the  profits  of  the  company,  shaU 
have  been  added  to  the  capitel. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
president  and  directors  mil  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  au- 
tiiorized  to  retain  and  set  apart  out  of  the  profiu  of  the  said 
company,  frem  time  to  time,  as  they  may  think  necessary, 
a  portion  of  said  profits,  to  constitute  a  fund  for  the  specisl 
benefit  of  such  members  of  the  several  fire  companies  be- 
longing to  this  association  as  may  become  injured  or  disa- 
bled in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  at  any  fire. 

Sec.  IS.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  'J'hat  every  house 
insured  by  this  company  that  is  destroyed  by  means  of  fire, 
ftom  the  first  floor  upwards,  shall  be  deemed  as  demolidxed; 
and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  directors,  in  such  case,  to  or- 
der the  money  insured  thereon  tt»  be  paid  within  three 
months  afVer  tiie  notice  given  of  the  loss  aforesaid. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  case  of  a 
partial  destruction  by  fire,  the  loss  shall  be  determined  by 
assessors  appointed  as  follows:  the  person  whose  property 
is  insured  shall  have  the  privilege  of  selecting  one  disinter- 
ested person,  the  board  of  directors  of  this  association  shall 
select  another;  should  these  two  persons  disagree  in  their 
valuation  of  a  loss,  they  shall  select  another  disinterested 
person,  and  their  award  shall  be  final. 

Sec.  30.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  president 
and  directors  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  ttppmnt  a 
secretaiy,  and  such  other  clerks  and  officers  under  them  as 
shall  be  necessary  for  transacting  the  business  of  said  insti- 
tution, and  may  allow  them,  together  with  the  president, 
such  salary  as  they  shall  judge  reasonable;  to  ordain  and 
establish  such  by-laws,  ordinances,  and  regulations  as  shall 
appear  to  them  necessary  for  regulating  and  conducting  the 
concerns  of  said  institution,  not  being  contrary  to  or  incon- 
sistent with  this  act  or  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  they  shall  keep  full,  fair,  and  correct  entries  of 
their  transactions,  which  shall  be  at  all  times  open  to  the 
inspection  of  the  stockholders;  they  shall  also  have  power 
to  hire  or  purchase  a  suitable  building  or  buildings  in  the 
city  of  Washington  or  Georgetown,  for  the  purpose  of 
transacting  the  affiiirs  of  the  institution,  and  generally  to 
conduct  the  entire  business  thereof. 

Sec.  31.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  stockhold- 
er or  member  of  this  said  company  shall  be  answerable  in 
his  person  or  individual  property  for  any  contract  or  agree- 
ment of  said  company,  or  for  any  losses,  deficiencies,  or 
failures  of  the  capital  stock  of  this  company,  except  in  the 
case  of  a  director  by  his  vote  declaring  an  improper  divi- 
dend, but  the  whole  of  the  said  capital  stock,  together  witii 
all  property,  rights,  and  credits  belonging  thereunto,  and 
nothing  more,  shall  at  any  time  be  answerable  for  the  de- 
maiMls  against  said  company. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  stock  of 
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this  institation  may  be  asrigned  and  tranaferred  on  the 
books  of  the  company  in  person  or  by  power  of  attorney 
only;  but  no  stockholder  indebted  to  the  company  shall  be 
permitted  to  make  a  transfer,  or  recdTe  a  diTidend,  until 
such  debt  is  paid,  or  secured  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  pres- 
ident and  board  of  directors. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  president 
and  diiectois  may  call  a  general  meetbig  of  the  stockhold- 
ers for  any  purpose  relative  to  the  a£birs  of  the  institution, 
giving  at  least  two  weeks'  notice  thereof  in  the  newspapers 
of  Washington  and  Georgetown;  and  any  number  of  stock- 
holders, not  less  than  one  hundred,  who,-  together  shall  be 
proprietors  of  twelve  hundred  shares,  may  at  any  time  ap- 
ply to  the  president  and  directors  to  call  a  general  meeting 
of  the  stockholders  for  any  purpose  relative  to  the  affidrs  of 
the  institution;  and  if  the  president  and  directors  refuse  to 
call  such  meeting,  the  said  number  of  stockholders,  pro- 
prietors of  not  less  than  twelve  hundred  shares,  shall  have 
power  to  call  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  giving 
at  least  two  we^'  notice  in  the  said  newspapers  printed  in 
the  cities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  specifying  in 
such  notice  the  object  of  the  meeting. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  should  it 
so  happen,  from  any  cause  whatsoever,  that  the  annual 
election  of  directors  should  not  take  place  in  any  year,  on 
the  day  hereinbefore  m^itioned  for  that  purpose,  this  cor- 
poration shall  not,  for  that  reason,  be  dissolved,  but  such 
election  may  be  lawfully  held  on  such  convenient  day 
thereader  as  may  for  that  purpose  be  fixed  on  by  the  presi- 
dent and  directors,  they  causing  ten  days'  public  notice 
thereof  to  be  given  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers 
printed  in  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  2ie  president 
and  directors  shall  have  power  to  appropriate  such  portions 
of  the  profits  accruing  to  the  company,  to  the  reduction  of 
the  stock  notes  of  the  stockholders,  as  the  board  of  direct- 
ors shall  from  time  to  time  deem  advisable. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act  shall 
continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  Congress  at  any  time  hereafter  to  alter,  amend, 
or  repeal  this  act. 

Approved  March  8,  1837. 

AN  ACT  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  lo  place 

the  name  of  Doctor  John  P.  Briggs  on  the  navy  pension 

list. 

Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  auUiorizcd  and  required  to  place  upon  the 
list  of  invalid  pensioners  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  at  the 
rate  of  twenty-five  dollars  per  month,  to  be  paid  out  of  said 
fund,  John  P.  Briggs,  late  an  acting  surgeon  on  board  the 
ship  Saratoga,  who  was  wounded  by  a  splinter  in  the  ac- 
tion with  the  British  fleet  on  Lake  Champlain,  on  the 
eleventh  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen;  to 
commence  on  the  first  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-two. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  George  Frazar  and  others. 

Be  it  enacted,  djre,.  That  the  collector  of  the  customs  for 
the  district  of  Plymouth,  in  Massachusetts,  is  hereby  authori- 
zed to  pay  to  George  Frazar  and  others,  late  owners,  and  to  the 
surviving  heirs  of  the  late  crew,  of  the  schooner  Quero,  of 
Duzbury,  of  sixty -one  and  thirty-six-ninety-fifUis  tons 
burden,  which  was  lost  on  a  fishing  voyage  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-three,  together  with  her  late  crew,  such 
allowance,  to  be  distributed  according  to  law,  as  they  would 
have  been  entitled  to  receive  had  the  said  schooner  com- 
pleted her  fishing  term  and  returned  into  port. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 


AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Philip  F.  Voorhees.  -; 

Be  it  enacted,  4*c.,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
pay  to  Philip  F,  Voorhees,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  six  hun* 
dred  dollars,  in  full  for  expensies  incurred  by  him  whale 
commanding  the  ship  John  ^ams,  in  the  Mediterranean, 
during  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one  and  eigh* 
teen  hundred  and  thirty-twO|  in  conveying  our  consuls  to 
and  from  their  consulates,  and  the  Tripolitan  ambassador 
from  Malta  to  Tripoli,  by  orders  from  Commodores  Biddle 
and  Patterson. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  granting  an  increase  of  pensBbn  to  Empson 
Hamilton. 

Be  it  enacted,  4'C.»  That  there  be  paid  to  Empsom  Ham- 
ilton, an  invalid  pensioner,  an  increase  of  pension  of  one 
dollar  per  month,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  privateer  pension 
fund,  and  to  commence  from  the  time  that  he  was  placed 
upon  the  list  of  pensioners  payable  out  of  said  fund. 

Approved  March  8,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  George  F.*Btrother. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e,.  That  the  proper  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  settle  the  accounts  of  George  F.  Strother, 
late  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  St.  Loxdn,  Missouri,  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  justice  and  equi^. 

Approved  March  3,  1837.  ^ 

AN  ACT  to  give  the  approval  and  confirmation  of  Con- 
gress to  three  several  acts  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  incorporating  banks. 
Be  it  enaeteii,  ^.,  That  the  following  acts  of  the  Terri- 
torial Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  viz:  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  the 
Bank  of  Milwaukee,"  an  act  entitled  <<  An  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  stockholders  of  the  Miners'  Bank  of  Dubuque,"  and 
an  act  entitled  <<  An  act  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of 
the  Bank  of  Mineral  Point,"  be,  and  ^  same  are  hereby 
severally  and  respectively  approved  and  confirmed  by  Con- 
gress, with  the  following  limitations  and  conditions,  that  is 
to  say:  that  neither  of  said  banks  shall  issue  bills  or  notes 
for  circulation,  until  one-half  of  the  amount  of  their  re- 
spective capitals  shall  have  been  actually  paid  in;  and  that, 
to  enable  the  directors  named  in  the  said  charters  respec- 
tively to  comply  with  this  limitation  and  restriction,  they 
shall  be  authorized  to  make  calls,  according  to  the  provis- 
ions contained  in  the  said  charters^  to  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding, at  any  one  time,  forty  per  cent  upon  the  whole 
stock  subscribed  by  each  stockholder,  and  shall  not  be  re- 
stricted to  ten  per  cent,  at  any  one  ^1,  as  is  provided  in 
the  said  charters;  and  that  neither  of  said  banks  shall  have 
any  authority  to  enlarge  or  augment  its  capital,  or  to  m^e 
it  larger,  at  any  time,  than  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  without  the  consent  and  approbation  of  Con- 
gress previously  obtained;  and  that  neither  of  said  banks 
shall,  at  any  tiipe,  owe,  either  by  bond,  bill,  note,  or  other  con- 
tract, ove^  and  above  its  actual  depositee,  an  amount  to  ex- 
ceed twice  the  amount  of  its  capital  stock  actually  ^d  in, 
instead  of  the  limitation  in  this  respect  contained  in  the  said 
ctarters  respectively;  and  that  each  of  the  said  banks  shall 
have  complied  with  all  the  requirements  of  their  respective 
churters,  as  altered,  modified,  and  restricted  by  this  act,  so 
as  to  enable  them  to  commence  the  business  of  banking, 
and  shall  actually  have  commenced  banking  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  January  next,  or  their  charters,  or  the  char- 
ters of  such  of  them  as  shall  have  failed  to  comply  with  this 
limitation,  shall  be  void  and  of  no  efiect;  and  the  acceptance 
of  said  acts  of  incorporation,  by  the  grantees  or  stockhold* 
ers  reniectively,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  as  acceptan- 
ces^ subject  to  the  conditions  and  limitations  herein  j^ 
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Bcribed;  and  any  infiingement  upon,  or  Tiolaticm  o(  the  pro- 
viaioiM  and  requiremenU  of  thU  act,  or  of  the  limitationfl  and 
veatriotiona  therein  contained^  on  the  part  of  either  of  the 
aaid  iaatitationa,  ahall  forfeit  ita  charter,  and  put  an  end  to 
ita  ooipOHita  powera  and  privilegiea. 
Approved  March  3,  1887. 

AN  ACT  for  the  reUef  of  John  P.  Becker. 

Be  it  enaetedf  4«->  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  au- 
thorised and  directed  to  place  the  name  of  John  P.  Becker 
on  the  pension-roll  of  the  United  Statea,  and  that  he  pay 
the  said  Becker  the  sum  of  twenty  doUan  per  annum,  to 
commence  the  fourth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-one,  and  to  continue  for  and  dl^g  hia  natural  life. 

Approved  March  3,  1887. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
A  RESOLUTION  to  enable  the  Poatmaater  General  more 

readily  to  diange  the  commenoement  of  the  contract  year 

in  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Resfohed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeentaiivee  of 
the  United  States  of  Ameriea  in  Congress  assembled^  That 
the  Poatmaater  General  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  let  the  contracts  for  the  tran^ortation 
of  the  mails  in  those  sections  of  the  United  States  where 
they  expire  on  the  thirty-first  days  of  December,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-seven,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight, 
#[id  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- nine,  respectively,  for  four 
years  and  six  months,  so  as  to  cause  them  to  terminate  on 
the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three,  and  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-four,  to.  the  end  that  the  contract  may  commence 
on  the  first  day  of  July,  instead  of  the  first  day  oi  January. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

RESOLUTION  granting  a  penaion  to  Susan  Decatur, 
widow  cX  the  late  Stephen  Decatur. 

Resolved^  4re.,  That  Mrs.  Susan  Decatur,  widow  of  the 
late  Commodore  Stephen  Decatur,  be  paid  from  the  navy 
pension  fund,  a  penaion  for  five  yeara,  commencing  from 
the  thirtieth  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four, 
in  conformity  with  the  provisiona  of  the  act  concerning 
naval  pensions  and  the  navy  penaion  fund,  passed  thirtieth 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  and  that  she  be 
allowed  from  said  fund  the  arrearages  of  the  half  pay  of  a 
post  captain,  from  the  death  of  Commodore  Decatur  to  the 
thirtieth  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  thirty-four,  together 
with  the  pension  hereby  allowed  her,  and  that  the  arrearage 
of  said  pension  be  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  trust  for  the  use  of  the  said  Susan  Decatur:  Provided, 
That  the  said  pension  shall  oease  on  the  death  or  marriage 
of  the  said  Susan  Decatur. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

RESOLUTION  to  authorise  a  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  Orange  H.  Dibble. 
Resolved,  ^c.  That  the  claims  of  Orange  H.  Dibble,  for 


labor,  materials,  and  aU  odier  expenses  incurred,  and  lo 
sustained  by  him  in  making  preparati<ms  to  execute  hia  con- 
tract for  the  construction  of  the  bridge  acroaa  the  Potomac^ 
and  whic^  have  not  heretofore  been  settled  and  paid,  be  ex- 
amined and  ascertained  by  the  Secretary  of  die  Treasury, 
as  neariy  as  the  same  can  be  done,  and  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress  at  its  next  session  for  examination.  And  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  directed  to  apply,  in  part 
payment  of  the  same  to  him,  the  unexpended  baknoe  of  the 
appropriation  made  for  said  pnrpoae  by  the  act  of  tlie  thirti- 
eth of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four:  Prmrided, 
That  the  Seerstaiy  of  the  Treasoiy  is  not  audiorised  to 
make  any  aUowance  to  the  aaid  O.  H.  Dibble  for  the  pur- 
chase of  stone  or  stone  quarriea,  nor  any  further  sum  for 
his  penonal  aervioea. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

RESOLUTION  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry to  correct  a  clerical  eiror  in  the  award  of  the  Com- 
misnoners  under  the  treaty  with  France  of  eiglfaleeahun- 
dred  and  thirty-one. 

Resolved,  Ac,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  directed,  in  making  pay- 
ment of  the  two  last  instalments  to  the  claimants  under  the 
treaty  with  France  of  July  four,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
one,  to  correct  a  clerical  mistake  which  occurred  in  the  award 
of  the  CommissioncrB  in  the  case  of  the  claim  of  the  Union 
Bank  of  Maryland;  by  which  mistake,  the  sum  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  awarded  to  said  bank,  has  gone  to  the  use  of  all 
the  other  claimants;  and  that  he  correct  such  mistake  by,  ma- 
king the  proper  alteration  in  the  proportion  to  be  paid  to 
the  several  claimants  in  the  two  last  instalments,  so  that  ail 
the  claimants  shall  obtain  their  just  proportion  of  the  whole 
indemnity,  and  no  more. 
Approved  March  8,  1837. 

A  RESOLUTION  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  receive  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  Pennsylvania  charter,  payment  for  the  stock  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  (|-c..  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  accept  the  terms  of  settlement  proposed  by  the 
president  and  directore  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  Pennsylvania  charter,  in  their  memorial  to  Con- 
gress, presented  at  the  present  session,  for  the  payment  to 
the  United  States  of  the  capital  stock  owned  by  them  in  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  final  adjustment 
and  settlement  of  the  claims  connected  with  or  arising  out 
of  the  same;  and  to  take  such  obligation  for  the  payment 
of  the  several  instalments  in  said  proposed  terms  of  settle- 
ment mentioned,  as  he  may  think  propen  Provided,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  prejudice  or  afifect  in  any 
way  the  question  between  the  General  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  re- 
specting the  claim  for  damages  on  account  of  the  protest  of 
the  bill  of  exchange  drawn  on  the  French  Government. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 
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Abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  a  memorial  from 
the  grand  jury  of  Washington  sounty,  507, 
706. 

Alabama  and  Mississippi;  a  bill  to  advance  a  million  dol- 
lars on  the  two  per  cent,  land  fund  of  these 
States,  986;  bill  laid  on  the  table. 

Altyn,  Captain  Francis;  a  bill  to  remunerate  him  for 
conveying  General  Lafayette,  in  the  year  1834, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  988. 

American  Colonization  Society;  memorial  for  a  charter 
for  it,  564;  memorial  laid  on  the  table,  568; 
motion  to  take  up  rejected. 

Appropriation  bill  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  the  Government  for  the  year  1837,  read  a 
third  time  and  passed,  1018. 

Appropriations  for  the  army,  navy,  Indians,  light-houses, 
&c.,  will  be  found  under  the  several  heads  of 
'^rmy,  Navy^  &c. 

Arbuckle,  Colonel;  a  bill  for  bis  relief,  991;  negativ- 
ed. 

Armory  bill;  a  bill  to  establish  a  foundry  or  armory  in 
the  West  or  Southwest,  arsenals  in  the  States 
in  which  none  have  yet  been  established,  and 
depots  for  arms  in  certain  States  and  Territo- 
ries, was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  800;  and 
passed. 

Belgium;  a  bill  from  the  House,  respecting  the  duties  on 
Belgian  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  was  consid- 
ered and  ordered  to  its  third  reading,  800;  bill 
passed,  806. 

Books,  on  the  distribution  of;  a  resolution  for  distribu- 
ting the  American  State  Papers  anKing  the  new 
Senators,  725;  laid  on  the  table, 
for  committee  rooms,  a  resolution  for  supplying, 
laid  on  the  table,  1010. 

Burning  of  the  public  buildings;  a  bill  to  alter  and  amend  ^ 
the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States  was  considered  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  802;  bill  passed, 
806. 

Cherokee  Indians;  a  memorial  from  2,500  Indians,  east 
and  west    of  the    Mississippi,   remonstrating 
against  a  treaty  ratified  at  the  last  session,  as 
fraudulent,  laid  on  the  Uble,  1010. 
Choctaw  re^rvations;  a  bill  to  adjust  certain  claims  to 
reservations  of  land  under  the  14th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1830,  852;  the  bill  was  laid  over; 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  872;  and  afterwards 
passed. 
Coal;  petitions  praying  for  a  duty  on  this  article,  19. 
Commerce  and  navigation;  yearly  statement  to  be  made 
at  the  commencement  of  ty^ry  session  of  Con- 
gress, by  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  5;  agreed 
to,  18. 
Copy -rights  to  foreigners;  an  address  from  a  number  of 
British  authors  on  the  subject,  670;  the  memo- 
rial was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 
Courts  of  United  States,  a  memorial  praying,  for  a  build- 
ing for,  at  Philadelphia,  325. 
Cumberland  road;  a  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cum- 
berland road  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  802; 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  807.     (See  Road 
hiU.) 
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Dans,  Judah,  elected  from  the  State  of  Maine,  to  sup- 
ply the  place  of  Ether  Shepley,  resigned,  took 
his  seat,  79. 
Deposite  banks;  a  call  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  certain  information  respectifig  Ihem,  68. 
a  bill  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  regula- 
ting public  deposites,  79;  referred  to  the^jCom- 
mittee  on  Finance. 
Dickins,  Asbury,  elected  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  6. 
Distribution  question,  on  the  fortification  bill,  992;  on  a 
motion  to  strike  out  the  second  section  of  the 
bill,  which  provided  for  a  deposite  of  the  sur- 
plus revenue,  on   the  Ist  January  nexf,  with 
the  several  States— motion  carried,  1008;  the 
House  disagreed  to  the  aboye  amendment;  the 
Senate  insisted  on  it,  and  notified  the  House  - 
accordingly,  1021;  the  House  insisted  on  its 
disagreement,  and  the  Senate,   after  further 
debate,  adhered  to  its  vote,'  by  yeas  and  nays, 
1034. 
Duties,  the  reduction  of,  proposed  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  70. 
a  bill  for  the  remission  of  duties  on  goods  destroy- 
ed by  fire  at  the  late  conflagration   in  New 
York,  847;  ordered  to  a  third   reading,  and  - 
passed. 
Expunging  the  journal;  notice  given  by  Mr.  Benton  of 
his  intention  of  renewing  his  motion  for  this 
purpose  at  an  early  day,  4;  resolution  intro- 
duced, 128;  taken  up,  380,  428;  agreed  to, 
504;  and  the  journal  was  expunged   accord- 
ingly. 
Extra  session  of  the  Senate,  1035. 
Falmouth  and  Alexandria  railroad;  a  bill  to  aid  the  com* 
pany  to  construct  their  road  within  the  District 
of  Columbia;  the  bill  was  ordered  to  its  third 
reading,  1021;  and  passed. 
Foreign  emigrants;  a  memorial  from  sundry  inhabitants 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  relation  to  Cath- 
olic emigrants,  referred,  5^3, 
Fortifications,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for,  779,  794; 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  1008;  bill  lost  by 
the  disagreement  of  the  two  Houses  on  an 
amendment,  1034. 
French  and  Neapolitan  indemnities;  a  bill  to  anticipate 
the  payment  of  stipulated  indemnities,  513;  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  and  passed,  1009. 
Goldsborough,  llobert  H.,  from  Maryland;  his  death  im- 

nounced  by  bis  colleague,  Mr.  Kent,  3. 
Hall's  rifle;  a  bill  to  remunerate  Captain  John  H.  Hall 
for  improvements  in  firearms,  988;  bill  laid  on  ■ 
the  table,  991. 
Harbors;  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  har- 
bors,  and  for  removing  obstructions  at  the 
mouths  of  rivers,  1014;  ordered   to  a  third 
reading,  1015;  and  passed. 
Inauguration  of  President  Van  Buren,  a  committee  of 

arrangements  appointed  for,  992. 
Indian  appropriation  bill   for  1837,  893;  ordered  to  a 

third  reading,  and  passed. 
Johnston,  Colonel  Philip,  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of,  123. 
Kinnard,  Mr.,  a  llepresentative  from  Indiana;  a  token  of 
mourning  to  be  worn  for  thirty  days  to  his  mem- 
ory, 7. 
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Ltnd;  Mr.  Clay's  bill  for  dividing  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  amongst  the  several  States  20. 
Mr.  Clay's  bill  reported  by  the  select  committee 
to  whom  it  was  referred,  with  an  amendment 
striking  out  the  whole,  excepting  the  enacting 
clause,  and  changing  its  object,  204,  377,  419, 
512,  529,  534,  557,  667,  671,  692,  701,  726, 
753  {  the  bill  passed.  777. 
frauds;  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  information  on  this  subject, 
666. 
a  cession  of  the  public  land;  a  bill  introduced  to 
effect  the  object,  739,  780;  laid  on  the  table, 
794.  ' 
laws  at)d  decisions;  resolutions  calling  on  the  Sec- 
rjetaiy  of  the  Treasury  and  Secretary  of  the 
Senate*  to  furnish  information  on  these  sub- 
jects, 967;  agreed  to. 

Lowrie,  Walter,  resigns  his  office  of  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  5. 

Light-houses;  a  bill  making  appropristions  for  light- 
houses, light-boats,  &c.,  for  the  year  1837,  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  1009;  and  afterwards 
passed. 

McKinley,  John,  elected  as  a  Senator  for  Alsbsma,  from 
the  4ih  of  March  next;  his  credentials  present- 
ed by  Mr.  King,  204. 

McCartney,  John;  •  bill  for  his  relief  ordered  Co  be  en- 
grossed, 986. 

Madison's  writings;  a  letter  from  the  President  in  rela- 
tion to  a  purchase  and  publication  of  them,  4; 
the  report  of  the  committee  was  taken  up  fur 
xonsideration,  849;  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing; discussed  and  passed,  872. 

Msrine  corps;  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  to  inquir<e  into  the  construction 
of  the  let  of  June,  1834,  Sec.,  535. 

Meade,  Richard  W.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  executrix 
of,  557;  bill  passed,  846. 

Mexico,  a  message  of  the  President  in  relation  to  inju- 
ries sustained  from  the  Government  of,  723. 
and  United  States;  a  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  on  the  subject,  854;  order- 
ed to  be  printed,  857;  taken  up,  982;  and  re- 
port concurred  with,  986. 

Michigan;  t  message  from  the  President  stating  its  read- 
iness for  admission  into  the  Union,  128. 
a  bill  to  admit  the  State  of  Michigsn  into  the 
Union  introduced,  167,  204;  considered  and 
passed,  325. 
Messrs.  Nor  veil  and  Lyon,  her  Senators,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats,  550,  563. 

Military  appropriation  bill  taken  up,  795;  passed,  798. 

Military  establishment  of  the  United  States;  a  bill  to  in- 
crease it,  and  for  other  purposes,  ordered  to 
its  third  reading,  797;  bill  passed,  840. 

Mint  bill;  a  bill  supplements!  to  the  act  for  establishing 
a  mint  and  regulating  the  coins,  326;  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  327;  and  afterwards  pass- 
ed. 

National  bank  in  New  York;  a  memorial  from  the  Board 
of  Trade  in  favor -of  such  an  institution,  418, 
737. 

Naval  service,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for,  for  the 
year  1837,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  1014; 
and  subsequently  passed. 

Nourse,  Joseph^  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  in 
his  case,  645. 

Order,  points  of,  707,  708. 

Patent  Office;  an  inquiry  instituted  into  the  extent  of  the 
loss  lately  sustained  by  fire,  21. 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  useful  arts,  795;  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, 797;  and  afterwards  passed. 


Pierce,  Franklin,  elected  t  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire for  six  yean  from  the  4tb  of  March  next; 
Mr.  Hubbard  presented  his  credentials,  872. 

Pilots,  a  bill  concerning,  read  a  third  time  and  passed, 
1009. 

Post  Office;  an  Inquiry  instituted  into  the  cause  of  the 
destruction  of  the  late  General  Post  Office 
Dtitldfng,  l". 
Department;  a  bill  to  give  security  to  correspond- 
ence between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
coontries,  providing  for  additional  olerka,  and 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  building,  wai  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  »nd  subsequently  pnssed,  1009. 

President's  annual  neasage  reeeived,  (meJppendix,)  3. 
message  in  relation  to  a  eommunioation  between 

the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  343. 
message  in  relation  to  Mexico  and  Texas,  524. 
letter  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  in  reference  to  a  speech 
made  by  that  gentleman,  in  which  be  charges 
those  in  power  with  speculating  in  the  pnblie 
lands,  753. 
message  convening  an  extra  aestion  off  the  Senate, 
1035. 

President  and  Vice  President,  a  joint  committee  appoint- 
ed for  counting  the  votes  fbr,  617,  698,  777. 

Revenue,  a  bill  for  the  reduction  of,  introdoced,  569. 

Road  bill;  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  repair 
and  construction  of  certein  roads,  (including 
the  Cumberland  read,)  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing and  passed,  1019. 

Scott,  General;  resolution  calling  on  the  PreaMeot  for  a 
copy  of  the  proeeedings  of  the  late  court  of  in- 
quiry at  Frederick,  in  relation  to  tlie  Phirida 
war,  840;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  846. 

Senators,  a  list  of,  2. 

Sick  and  disabled  mmen;  a  resolution  calfingoo  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  fbr  information  as  to  the 
cost  of  erecting  hottbltalfe  for  relief  of  seamen, 
690. 

Slave  property,  foreign  aggression  upon;  a  resolution 
calltng  on  the  President  for  Information  in  regard 
to  the  authorities  of  Bermuda  having  committed 
aggression  on  a  Southern  vessel  freighted  with 
slaves,  and  driven  by  distress  into  that  port,  725. 

Spence,  John,  S.,  elected  a  Senator  from  Maryland,  to 
supply  the  pisce  of  the  late  Mr.  Goldsborougti; 
his  credentials  presented  by  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Kent,  360;  re-elected  for  six  years  from  tiie4'A 
of  March  next,  981. 

Standing  committees  appointed,  6,  7. 

Stean  boiler  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  777;  and 
afterwards  passed. 

Surplus  revenue;  a  bill  to  renew  in  part  the  deposite  bill 
of  the  last  session,  introduced,  376.^ 

Tariff;  a  bill  reducing  the  duties  on  certain  imported  ar- 
ticles; the  bill  taken  up  and  considered,  872. 

Texas,  a  message  from  the  President  respecting,  104. 
a  proposition  for  acknowledging  as  an  independ- 
ent State,  360,  797;  postponed.  986;  resolu- 
tion agreed  to,  1013. 
a  motion  made  to  reconsider  the  above  vote,  and 
negatived,  1019. 

Treasury  circular;  a  resolution  offered  for  its  repeal,  8, 
21,  70,  89,  104^  128, 172,  327,  360,  533,  577, 
619,  636,  778;  bill  passed,  778. 

Unexpended  appropriations;  a  motion  to  print  a  docu- 
ment lately  received  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment on  this  subject,  150;  agreed  to,  167. 

United  States  courts,  (see  CmtrU.) 

Vice  President,  retirement  of,  and  his  address  on  the  oc- 
casion, 617. 
thanks  of  the  Senate  for  his  impartiality,  dignity, 
and  ability,  in  the  chair,  635. 


IKPJBX  TO  SP£A££as'  NAMES  IN  THE  SENATE. 


Ill 


Vm  PMMdent  pn  Ua^me,  Mr.  King  eteet^,  618)  his 
addrew  on  itkmg  tkie  chair. 

Richftrd  H.  Johnaon  elected  by  ibe  Senate  Vice 
President  of  the  United  Statea  for  four  years, 
comniencing  on  the  4tb  March,  1837,  no  elec- 
tion having  been  made  by  the  college  of  elect- 
on,  738{  ilia  letter  ol  grateful  aoknowledg- 
ment  of  bis  election,  779i  takes  bis  oath  of  of- 
fice^ enters  on  the  duties  of  President  of  the 
Senate,  and  delivers  an  address,  1035. 
Volunteers;  a  bill  to  make  compenMtion  to  the  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee  ▼olunteers  ,who  were  discharged 
without  being  called  into  service,  considered, 
and  ordered  to  e  third  reading,  807. 
Yeas  and  nays,  on  referring  the  bill  to  extend  the  provis- 
ions of  the  act  rcguiating  public  depontes,  89. 

the  admission  of  Michigan,  367,  293,  294,  325. 

Treasury  circular;  376,  563. 

expunging  resolution,  504. 

land  biU,  557,  661,  662,  666,  667,  668,  669,  692, 
693, 694, 695, 696, 706, 727, 728, 729, 736, 777. 

takinf^  up  the  memorial  of  the  American  Coloni- 
zation Society  for  a  charter,  636. 

abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  7U,  723, 
724^^9. 

on  the  bill  for  eed'mg  the  pubKe  hmds,  753,  794. 

on  the  bill  to  designate  the  kind  of  funds  receiva- 
ble for  the  public  revenue,  778. 

on  the  fortification  bill,  779,  794,  795. 

taking  up  the  resolution  proposing  to  recognise 
the  independenee  of  Texis,  797. 


Yeas  and  nays,  on  armory  bill,  800. 

on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  fur  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the   United  States,  802, 

805. 
on  the  Cumberland  road  bill,  807. 
bill  to  increase  the  military  establishment,  840. 
bill  for  relief  of  the  executrix  of  R.  W.  Meade, 

84a 

report  of  committee  on  Mr.  Madison's  writings, 
872. 

reduction  of  the  tariff,  874,  884,  939,  965,  966, 
975,  981. 

United  States  and  Mexico,  985. 

on  recognising  the  independence  of  Texas,  986, 
1013. 

on  the  bill  to  advance  a  million  of  dollars  on  the 
two  per  cent,  land  fund  of  Alabaiha  And  Missis- 
sippi, 986. 

on  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  2d  section  of  the 
fortification  bill,  which  provided  for  a  deposite 
of  the  surplifs  revenur,  on  the  1st  of  January 
next,  with  the  several  States,  1006;  the  House 
disagreed  to  this  amendment,  and  insisted  on 
its  disagreement,  and  the  Senate  adhered,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  1034. 

French  and  Neapolitan  inden^nity  bill,  1009.\ 

harbor  bill,  1014. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1018. 

road  bill,  1019. 

on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria 
Railroad  Company^  1021. 


INDEX  TO  THE  NAMES  OF  THE  SPEAKERS 
IN   TU£   D£9AT£S   IN  THE   SENATE,    ALPHABETICALLY   ARRANGED. 


Bayard,  Mr.,  Delaware,  on  the  admission  of  Michigan, 

268. 
expunging  resolution,  458,  724. 
land  bill,  561,  660. 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 

711,  713,  714. 
bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  useful  art%  796. 
Choctaw  reservations  of  lan^,  853>  872. 
Bentoo,  Mr.,  Missouri,  his  call  for  annual  statements  in 

relation  to  commerce  and  navigation,  5. 
Treasury  circular,  21,  104,  533,  534,  578,  778. 
expungmg  resolution,  128,  380,  485,  505,  506. 
the  admission  of  Michigan,  128,  172,  246. 
unexpended  appropriations,  150,  155,  159, 167. 
the  land  bill,  378,  379,  530,  556.  681,  731,  733. 
French  and  Neapolitan  indemnities,  517. 
distribution  of  books,  726. 
bill  for  ceding  the  public  lands,  750^  792. 
the  fortification  bill,  779. 
the  armory  bill,  798. 
,  bill  to  compensate  the  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 

volunteers,  807. 
bill  to  increase  the  military  establishment,  809, 

828,  840. 
on  the  late  court  of  inquiry  on  General  Scott, 

841,  842. 
reduction  of  tarifT,  884,  902,  939,  966. 
distribution  question,  1001. 
aupplying   the    committee    rooms    with    certain 

books,  1010. 
Black,  Mr.,  Mississippi,  on  the  Treasury  circular,  376, 

72;8. 
land  bill,  662,  681,  728,  731. 


Black,  Mr.,  Mississippi,  on  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  ex- 
ecutrix of  R.  W.  Meade,  846. 

Choctaw  reservations  of  land,  852,  872. 

Captain  Hall's  improved  rifle,  991. 
Brown,  Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  the  admission  of  Michi- 
gan, 278. 

abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  508,  510. 

land  bill,  667. 

bill  for  the  cession  of  the  public  lands,  741. 

reduction  of  the  tarifT,  911,  914^  915. 

distribution  question,  998. 
Buchanan,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  admiwion  of  Mich- 
igan, 169,  171,  235,  310. 

building  for  United  States  courts  at  Philadelphia, 
325  326. 

the  land  bill,  378,  379,  559,  560,  561,  693,  73%. 

expunging  resolution,  440. 

French  and  Neapolitan  indemnities,  521,  523. 

marine  corps,  535* 

American  Colonization  Society,  566,  567,  568.    ' 

copy-rights  to  foreigners,  671. 

abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  709. 

bill  for  ceding  the  public  lands,  792. 

bill  for  promoting  trade  with  Belgium,  800,  805, 
806. 

bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  against  the  United  States,  801,  802. 

report  on  the  relations  between  United  States 
and  Mexico,  854,  982,  983. 

reduction  of  the  tariff,  873,  880,  948,  961. 

distribution  question,  1003. 

recognising  the  independence  of  Texa%  1012, 
1013. 


IV 


INDKX  TO  SPEAKEBs'  NAMES  IN  THE  SENATE. 


Calhoun,  Mr.,  South  CaroUnt,  on  reduction  of  €iuti«8, 69. 
pubhc  depoBites,  79,  85,  87,  88. 
unexpended  appropriation?,  151,  152,  154,  157, 

admission  of  Michigan,  '167,  168,  204,  205,  206, 

294.295,317. 
building  for  United  States  courts  at  Philadelphia, 

326. 
Treasury  circular,  375,  644,  778. 
surplus  revenue,  376, 377. 
l»Hd  bill,  378,  379,  702,  729,  735,  736,  753,  758, 

759. 
expunging  resolution,  417. 
abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  507,508, 

509,  AO,  710,  712,  718,  719. 
Frefich  and  NeapoliUn  indemnities,  516,  520. 
^acknowledging  Texas,  528,  1012. 
American  Oolonization  Society,  564,  565,  566. 
copy.rigbls  to  foreigners,  671. 
sick  and  disabled  seamen,  691,  692. 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  700. 
foreign  aggression  on  slave  property,  725. 
on  the  bill  for  a  cession  of  ttie  public  lands,  739, 

741.  742,  744,  790. 
fortification  bill,  779. 
armory  bill,  798.  799. 
Cumberland  road  bill,  804. 
bill  to  increase  the  military  eatsblUbmeiit,  807, 
.   .        826,833,839. 

publishing  Br.  Madison's  writings,  852. 

ttie  report  of  the  committee  on  Mr.  Madison's 

writings,  858,  865,  871. 
reduction  of  tariff,  873,  879,  902,  914,  915,  926, 

975. 
distribution  question,  992,  999, 1020,  1022,  1023. 
light.house  bin,  1009. 
navy  appropriation  bill,  1014. 
Clay,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  his  Und  bill,  20,  377,  380,  512, 

529.  530,  550,  555,  560,  645,  662,  665,  668, 

759,  774. 
the  Treaaupy  circal&r,  360,  562,  778. 
expunging  resolution,  429. 
French  and  Neapolitan  indemnities,  514,  517. 
memorial  in  relation  to  foreign  emigrants,  533. 
American  Colonization  Society,  564,  565,  566, 

568,636. 
reduction  of  the  revenue,  ^5, 
counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent, 617,  700. 
land  friuds,  666,  667. 
copy-rights  to  foreigners,  670,  696,  697. 
bill  proposing  a  cession  vf  the  public  lands,  741. 
bill  for  promoting  trade  with  Belgium,  801,  806. 
Cumberland  road  bill,  803,  806,  807. 
bill  to  increase  the  military  establishment,  839. 
•        bill  for  remission  of  duties  on  goods  destroyed  by 

fire  at  New  York,  849. 
reduction  of  tarifl',  873,  882,  967. 
United  States  and  Mexico,  982. 
inauguration  of  President  Van  Buren,  992. 
distribution  question,  993,  998,  1020,  1024. 
recognising  the  independence  of  Texas,  1012. 
Clayton,  Mr.,  Delaware,  on  slavery  in  the  District  of 

Columbia,  777, 
the  bill  for  amending  the  act  for  the  punishment 

of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States,  802. 
Crittenden,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  Treasury  circular,  70. 
the  admission  of  Michigan,  290. 
Joseph  Nourse's  claim,  645. 
fortification  bjll,  794. 
armory  bill,  798. 

bill  to  pav  Kentucky  und  Tennessee  volunteers, 
9        807. 

bill  to  increase  the  military  establishment,  828. 


Gritteoden,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  late  court  of  inquiry 
on  General  ScoU,  841. 

report  of  (M>mmittee  on  Mr.  Madison's  writings, 
864. 

distribution  queation,  1008,  1020,  1027. 
Guihbert,  Mr.,  Georgia,  on  the  abolition  of  alavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  715,  716. 

bill  fur  promoting  trade  with  Belgiam,  806. 

on  the  late  court  of  inquiry  on  Geoeral  Stott,  841, 
844,846. 

reduction  of  Uriif,  875,  878,  883. 

diatrihution  qoestion,  997. 
Dana,  Mr.,  Maine,  oo  tbe  admisaioa  of  Micbigao,  223. 
.     expunging  resolution,  391. 

land  bill,  551. 
Davis,  Mr.,  Massacbuietta,  on  unexpended  appropria- 
tions, 157. 

the  admission  of  Michigan,  317* 

Texas,  419. 

French  and  Nenpolitan  indemnttief,  522,  524. 

reduction  of  the  revenue,  577. 

sick  and  disabled  aenmen,  690,  691,  €92. 

land  bill,  694,  695,  760. 

steam  boiler  bill,  777* 

bill  fur  promoting  trade  with  Belgium,  806. 

reduction  of  Uriif,  874,  876,  877,  878,  894,  9(y:i, 
936. 

light-bouae  bilU  1009. 

navy  appropriation  bill,  1014. 

harbor  bill,  1014. 

diatrihution  queation,  1032. 
Ewing,  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  repealing  tbe  Treasnry  circular, 
8,  534,  562,  563,  778. 

tbe  admission  of  Michigan,  170,  231. 

expunging  resolution,  485. 

land  bill,  529,  530,  535,  SS7,  558,  560,  667,  695. 
726,  729. 

land  frauds,  666. 

abolition  of  alaVery  in  the  District  of  CduBbia, 
707. 

Cumberland  road  bill,  803,  804. 

Choctaw  reservations  of  land,  853. 

distribution  queation,  1030. 
Ewing,  Mr.,  Illinois,  on  tbe  land  bill,  681. 
Fulton,  Mr.,  Arkansas,  on  the  admission  of  Michigan, 
290. 

land  bdl,  661. 
Grundy,  Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  tbe  admiasron  of  Michigan, 
128,  167,  169,  204,  205,  563. 

building  for  United  States  courU  at  Philadclpbta, 
326. 

surplus  revenue,  376. 

Texas,  419. 

Und  bill,  529,  530,  534,  758. 

counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent, 617,  698,  699,  700. 

copy-rights  to  foreigners.  670,  671. 

distribution  of  books,  725. 

bill  to  aitiend  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  against  tbe  United  States,  801,  602. 

reduction  of  tariff,  876. 

inauguration  of  President  Van  Buren,  992. 
Hendricks,  Mr.,  Indiana,  on  the  expunging  resolution, 
471. 

the  Cumberland  road  bill,  802,  803,  804. 

the  harbor  bill,  1014. 
Hubbard,  Mr.,  New  Hampshire,  on  the  Treasury  cir- 
cular, 128,  778. 

unexpended  appropriations,  152,  165. 

abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  507,  709. 

bill  proposing  a  cession  of  the  public  lands,  752, 
780,  792. 

bill  for  relief  of  tbe  executrix  of  R.  W.  Meade, 
846. 


INDBX  TO  8PXAKJIRS'  NAMBS  IN  TH£  S£NAT£. 


Keat,  Mr.,  MtrylMid,  mimounces  the  death  of  bis  col. 
league,  Mr.  Goldsboraugb,  3. 
on  abolition  in  the  District  of  Cohiflibia,   50r, 

511. 
reduction  of  the  Uriff;  965. 
King,  Mr.,  Alabama,  on  unexpended  appropriations, 
160. 
the  land  biU,  379,  513,  539,  562. 
abohtioa  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  509. 
Treasury  circular,  534,  562. 
American  Colonization  Society,  568. 
King,  Mr.,  Georfria,  on  the  udmission  of  Michigan,  321 . 
land  bill,  645,  660^  728,  731. 
abolition  in  theDistrid  of  Colombia,  712, 716. 

*  distribution  of  books,  725. 

Knight,  Mr.,  Rhode  Island,  on  snaking  annual  statement 

of  commerce  and  narigation,  5. 
the  bill  for  the  impnMrement  of  the  useful  arts, 

796. 
armory  bill,  800. 
reduction  of  the  tariff',  965,  981. 
Post  Office  bill,  1009. 
Linn,  Mr.,  Missouri,  on  abolition  in  the  District  of  Co- 

lumbis,  511. 
the  land  bill,  561,  696,  731,  734. 
land  fraAd>,  666. 
the  distribution  of  books,  726. 
bill  to  increase  the  military  establishment^  830, 

837,  839. 
Captain  Hall's  improved  rifle,  991. 
Lyon,  Mr.,  Michigan,  on  the  election  of  President  and 

Vice  President,  700. 
harbor  bill,  1015. 
Moore,   Mr.,  Ahtbama,  on  the  expuagipg  resolution,. 

405. 
Und  bill,  530,  672,  693,  728,  734. 
bill  to  advance  a  million  of  dollars  on  the  two  per 

cent,  land  fund  of  Alabama  and  Missiasippi, 

986. 
bill  for  relief  of  John  McCartney,  986. 
Morris,  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  the  admission  of  Michigan,  168, 

170,  206,  212. 
expunging  resolution,  505,  506. 

*  abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  507,  509, 

708,  709,  712. 

land  bill,  512,  529,  530, 557,  561,  666,  668. 

in  relation  to  W.  B.  Lloyd's  memorial,  530. 

Treasury  circular,  562,  636. 
Nicholas,  Mr.,  Louisiana,  on  land  frauds,  666. 

sick  and  dinbled  seamen,  692. 
Niles,  Mr.,  Connecticut,  on  reduction  of  duties,  69. 

Treasury  circutar,  104,  375,  778. 

unexpended  appropriations,  162. 

the  sdmiMion  of  Michigan,  285. 

expunging  resolution,  408. 

abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbis,  508. 

land  bill,  693,  735. 

^Py^nghts  to  foreigners,  697. 

bill  for  ceding  the  public  lands,  740,  780. 

bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  useful  arts,  796. 

report  of  committee  on  Mr.  Madison's  writings, 
862. 

reduction  of  larifr,  877,  939,  953,  956,  962,  965. 

disttibutiim  question,  998,  1008. 
Norvell,  Mr.,  Michigan,  on  land  bill,  667,  669,  735. 

election  of  President  and"  Vice  President,  698, 
699. 

bill  for  ceding  the  public  lands,  784^  794. 

the  Cumberland  road  bill,  80S,  804. 

reduction  of  the  UriflP,  966.      . 

recognising  the  independeiwie  of  Texas,  1010. 
Psrker,  Mr.,  Virgiois,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  for 
the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
United  States,  802. 


PrentisB^  Mr.,  Vermont,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  for 
the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  sgainst  the 
United  Stotes,  801,  805. 
Preston,  Mr.,  South  Carolina,  on  the  admission  of  Michi< 
gan,  256. 
expunging  resolution,  397. 
recognising  the  independence  of  Texs8,526,  797, 

1010,  1013. 
the  marine  corps,  535. 
copy-rights  to  foreigners,  670,  697. 
election  of  President  and  Vice  Pxesident,  701. 
abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  713. 
the  distribution  of  books,  T25. 
the  Cumberland  rosd  bill,  803,  804. 
bill  to  increase  the  military  establishment,  839, 
on  the  late  court  of  inquiry  oil  GeAersl  Scott, 

840,841,842,845,846. 
Oft  Choctaw  reservations  of  laild,  854. 
on  report  of  committee  on  Mr.  Madison's  wri- 
tings, 859. 
reduction  oi  tariff,  875,  928,  932,  957,  962. 
CspUin  Hall's  improved  rifle,  991. 
distribution  question,  996. 
Rives,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  public  deposites,  89. 

Treasury  circular,  120,  343,  563,  635,  636. 

expunging  resolution,  405. 

American  Colonization  Society,  568. 

land  bill,  663,  665. 

abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbis,  717,  720. 

on  the  late  court  of  inquiry  oif  General  Scott,  843. 

report  of  committee  on  Mr.  Madison's  writings, 

867. 
reduction  of  the  tariff,  916. 
distribution  question,  996,  1025. 
navy  Sppropriation  bill,  1014. 
Robbins,  Mr.,  Rhode  Kland,  6n  the  publication  of  Mr. 

Madison's  writings,  849. 
Robinson,  Mr.  Illinois,  on  the  expunging  resolution,  505, 
506. 
land  bill,  558. 
Post  Office  bill,  1009. 
Ruggles,  Mr.,  Msine,  on  the  Tressury  circular,  375,  562. 
.      land  bill,  667,  668,  669,  693,  695,  726,  727. 
the  distribution  of  bookd,  726. 
bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  useful  arts,  796. 
Sevier,  Mr.,  Arkansas,  on  the  land  bill,  SS7,  663,  679, 
696. 
land  frauds,  667,  732,  734. 
the  distribution  of  books,  726. 
bill  for  ceding  the  public  laods^  786. 
reduction  of  tariff,  874. 
Southard,  Mr.,  New  Jersey,  on  the  Treasury  circular, 
172. 
abolitioh  in  the  District  of  CoKimbis,  712,  713. 
fortification  bill,  779,  794,  795. 
bill  for  ceding  the  public  lands,  790. 
*  reduction  of  the  tariff,  967. 
memorial  from  Cherokee  Indians,  1010. 
supplying   the  committee  rooms   with    certain 
books,  1010. 
Strange,  Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  the  admission  of  Michi- 
gan, 221, 305. 
Treasury  circular,  327. 
expunging  resokition,  473. 
American  Colonization  Society,  567,  568. 
bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  useful  arts,  796. 
on  the  late  court  of  inquiry  on  General  Scott,  845. 
reduction  of  the  tariff,  923. 
Swif>,  Mr.,  Vermont,  on  the  land  bill,  727. 

petition  from  town  of  Georgis,  Vermont,  praying 
for  abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  739, 
777. 
the  bill  to  amend  the  act  fur  the  punishilent  of 
certain  crimes  sgainst  the  United  States,  802. 
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TallniAdge,  Mr.,  Hew  Yofk«  on  r  natiomi]  buk  l»  New 

York,  418. 
the  land  bill;  663. 
Tipton,  Mr.,  Indiana,  on  tb«  a^mtMionor  MtdiigBn,  328. 
Treasury  circular,  376. 
land  bill,  530,  535,  550,  553,  660,  66t. 
abolition  of  slaTery  in  tbe  Diatri^t  of  Oolumbia, 

706,  711. 
bill  for  ceding  the  public  lands,  792. 
bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  puniahment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  against  the  United  States,  801. 
bill  to  increase  the  military  estabKshnent,  829. 
reduction  of  the  tariff,  978. 
bill  to  remunerate  Captain  Hall  for  impForementa 

in 'firearms,  988,  991. 
Walker,  Mr.,  Mississippi,  on  pubKe  deposites,  84»  86. 
the  adittission  of  Michigan,  326. 
on  acknowledging  Texas,  360,  527,  797,  986, 

1010, 1012. 
the  land  bill,  377,  380,  419,  513,  513,  539,  530, 

534,  557,  559,  560,  561,  663,  667,  668,  679, 

694,  695,  696,  738,  729,  731. 
'Treasury  circular,  533,  619,  778, 
American  Colonization  Society,  565. 
bill  for  ceding  the  public  landi^  750,  787. 
Cumberland  road  bill,  807. 
Choctaw  reservations  of  land,  854. 
Wall,  Mr.,  New  Jersey,  on  the  petition  of  tiie  heirs  of 

the  late  Colonel  Philip  Johnston,  133. 
abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  SiJT,  511. 
reduction  of  tariff,  879,  883. 
distribution  question,  1007. 
supplying   the  committee    rooms  with   certain 

books,  1010. 
Webster,  Mr.,  Massachusetts,  on  repealing  Treasury 

circular,  18,  89,  635,  643. 


Webater,  Mr.,  Mass.,  on  peUtfw  Ibr  a  dttljr  oa  ooal,  19l 
depoaite  bankst  68. 
enttttging  reaolulMD,  4G9.  K 
Und  bill,  669,  695.  ' 

abolition  in  the  Dittrict  of  c4uMbia«  714,  715, 

7S0. 
memorial  in  favor  of  a  national  bank,  737. 
bill  for  ceding  tbe  public  Unds,  740, 744,  784. 
report  of  committee  on  Mr.  Madiaoa^e  ^writings, 

861. 
reduction  of  tafUF,  673,  874^  88Q,  9154»  958.  966. 
call  oa  the  8«erotary  of  tke  Treaaury  mad  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate  for  informatton,  967. 
^libotioo  queetkm,  998, 1008. 
White,  Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  the  admimioa  of  MicbigaD, 

394.    ' 
land  bill,  559,  677,  681,  694. 
abolition  in  tbe  Diatriet  of  Colianbia,  713. 
bill  to  compensate  the  Kentncky  and  Tennessee 

volunteers,  807. 
on  Choctaw  reaerraftkma  of  land,  854,  872. 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  893. 
Wright,  Mr.,  New  York,  oaiinezpeadedapproprtaliotts, 

152. 
the  mint  bill,  336. 
surplus  revenue,  377. 
French  and  Neapolitan  indemnitie%  J13,  515, 

518,581,593. 
reduction  of  the  revenue,  569, 1^77. 
land  bill,  693. 
a  bin  to  reeait  diitiei  on  goods  deelso^  by  life 

at  New  York,  847,  848,  849. 
reduction  of  tariff,  873,  873,  874^  875,  878,.8r9, 

990,  %M,. 965. 
distribution  question,  993,  1030,  1032,  1023. 
harbor  bUI,  1014. 
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Abolition  memorials,  1130{  resolution  that  all  memorials 

of  this  kind  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without 

reading  or  debate,    1130,  1156,    1339,  1396, 

1397,  1411,  1434,  1513,  1585. 

Amendment  of  tbe  constitution;  a  report  on  the  aubject, 

1510. 
Anderson,  William,  a  bill  for  reKef  of  the  repreaentativea 

of,  1296;  rejected,  1313. 
Appropriation  bill,  civil  and    diplomatic,   2010,  2099, 
2143)  passed,  3145. 
navy,  (see  Navy,) 
army,  (see  Army. ) 
Indian,  (see /ncSofi. ) 
Army;  a  bill  making   appropriations  for  the  army  for 
1837,  1130,  1554^  1756,  1908,  1949$  passed, 
1958. 
a  bill  to  increase  the  military  establishment,  3149{ 
bill  passed. 
Atchafalaya     railroad i  a  bill   granting  a  right  of  way 
through  the  public  lands  for  this  road,  1420}  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  1424. 
Bank  of  United  Statesi  a  bill  providing  for  the  punish- 
ment of  reissuing  its  notes,  1897. 
a  resolution   proposing    to  prohibit  tbe  receipt 
of  the  notes  of  the  late  bank  for  debts  due  the 
Government,  until  they  shall  cease  to  be  re- 
issued by  its  oiBcers,  &c.,  19.44. 
'  a  memorial    from  the   president    and  directors 
thereof,  1947. 


Bounty  laoda^  the  Gommiltee  on  the  Public  Lands  are 
iaatracted  to. inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
altering  the  lawa  oo  Ibia  aubject,  aoaa  to  allow 
locationa  to  be  nMide  oo  any  land*  subject  to 
entry  at  private  aale,  1051. 

Breed,  Bbeneaer,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  oi4ered  to  a  lluid 
reading,  1434;  bin  pamed,  1513. 

Buffalo  harbor;  a  reaslution  direot'mg  the  Seoretary  of 
War  to  report  the  surf  ey  aiM  examination  of  a 
harbor  at  the  eaat  end  of  lake  Erie*  1512; 
agreed  to. 

Canada  trade i  a  reaolution  inMnicting  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  to  HK|uire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
vinng  tbe  lawa  regulating  trade  on  tbe  frontiers, 
1513{  not  passed. 

Ceuttioe  ^  Mr.  Adansi  a  propeeed  reaobilioB  to  that 
effect,  1610. 

Ohaplainst  one  ordered  to  be  elected  for  each  Uoase,  to 
intercliangse  weeklyi  Rev.  Mr.  Comatock  elect- 
ed on  tbe  part  of  Um  Uouae,  1123. 

GoaUa  petition  frcmr  Masaachuaetts,  peayhig  for  a  duty 
on  foreign  coal,  1049. 

Coffee,  General  John,  a  BepteaenUtive  from  Georgia; 
his  death  announced  by  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Haynes,  and  the  usual  mourning  ordered,  1046. 

Cotonization  6ocielf)f  a  petition  from .  Kentucky,  asking 
pecuniary  aid  from  Cqngreoa  for  Ibia  aocieiy, 
1585(  subject  kid  on  the  table, 
petition  from  Colonization  Sipciety*  1755. 
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Committee  of  ioTeitigAtioii)  ooa/phmX  from  meinben  of 
the  eommiltiee,  of  a  ontiin  pnMioMlni  ki  the 
oflioitljottnMil/1573. 

Commerce  ftnd  na?ig«tionf  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treaaary  on  Uie  Mhleot»  orilefed  to  lie 
prtntfed,  3156. 

Contempts  of  the  House  a  resolution  pivpoMd,  to  define 
the  offisnoei  rejected,  1755. 

Crary»  Isaac  B.,  appeared  aa  the  Repreieiilalive  from 
Michigan)  tdok  hie  seat,  1504. 

Creek*  reaervatfiemt  a  bill  to  Mtheri«»  Mies  of  theM 
reMsvatioes^  3155. 

Crimes  in  the  Disttiet  of  Cotombia,  sfaled  in  a  measai^ 
from  the  Premdent  United  States,  1413;  re- 
ferred to  the  Judieiery  Committee. 

Cumberiand  voadf  a  resololion  from  the  State  cC  Illinois, 
in  relation  to  tbiii  load,  1193^ 
a  bill  Ibr  ifs  continuance,  3073;  passed,  3076. 

Currency  billt  a  bill  dcsigDating  the  functe  receivable 
for  the  revenue,  2085t  paMed,  3090. 

Dana,  N.  &  L.;  a  bill  to  reftind  oerlahi  dities  paid  on 
sidt,  1S88;  bill  rejected,  1430. 
a  motion  to   reconrider   the  above  ve^e  of  re- 
jection; bill  laid  on  the  table,  1513. 

Dawson,  William  C,  a  new  member  firoto  Oeorria, 
elected  to  supply  the  plaee  of  General  Come, 
deceased,  took  his  seat,  1155. 

Decatur,  Susan;  a  resolution  gvawthig  her  a  pension, 
1571;  passed. 

Deposite  banks;  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  communicate  the  dividends  and 
surpluses  remaining  in  the  several  deposite 
banks,  for  the  years  1833,  '34,  ^5,  and  ^36, 
1177,  1312,  agreed  to,  1326. 

Dickson,  David,  late  a  Representative  from  Mtsrfssippi; 
bis  death  announced  by  his  colleague,  Mr.  Clai- 
borne, and  a  reaohition  passed  for  wearing 
crape  for  one  month,  in  testimony  of  respect  for 
his  memory,  1045. 

Distribution  surplus;  a  resolution  directing  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  bill  to  amend 
the  13th  section  of  the  act  of  last  session  toregu- 
late  the  deposites  of  public  money,  by  releasing 
the  several  States  from  any  obligation  to  return 
the  same,  1051;  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Distribution  question;  a  motion  on  the  subject,  1926, 
1958;  bill  passed,  1991. 

Durett,  Louis,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  1216. 

Duties,  amount  of;  a  resolution  calling  on  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  the  amount  of  duty  collected 
on  salt,  &c.,  1163;  agreed  to. 
discriminating;  a  bill  repealmg  fhem  on  Dutch 
and  Belgten  vessels,  3093;  passed. 

Elsineur,  a  petition  relative  to  the  quarantine  at,  1437. 

Executive  administration;  so  much  of  the  President's 
message  as  relates  to  the  executive  departments 
referred  to  select  committee,  1057. 
departments;  a  resolution  proposing  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  diflRerentdepartsaents,  1170,  1399, 
1573;  agreed  to. 
report  from  the  above  committee  ordered  to  be 
printed,  3143. 

Exploring  expedition;  resolution  calling  en  the  President 
for  information  of  itsprogress,  1570;  agreed  to. 

Fire  companies  in  the  District  of  Cohimbia;  a  bill  to  or- 
ganise them,  passed,  3093. 

Foreign  grain;  Committee  on  Agriculture  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  sbolishing 
the  duties  on  it,  1050. 

Foreign  copsuls;  resolution  directing  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  the  office  of  agent  of  claims  at 
Paris  and  London,  1173. 


FditlBflMkHm  «  bin  making*  Api^ropriationa  for  oertaln 
fortifications  for  1837,  1130, 1920^  195B,  3095, 
^4^  a  committee  of  oonfef^nee  appointed  be- 
tween the  two  Houses,  2148;  the  committee  can- 
not agrees  the  House  refuses  to  recede  from 
their  disagreement. 

Frendenn  of  elections;  notice  of  Mr.  B«H  of  hie  inlent&sn 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of 
elections,  1453,  1516. 

Ffoneh  spoliations  prior  to  1800;  m  motion  to  print  s  list 
of  the  claimunta,  3141 ;  agreefiSo. 

Oeoleginal  reconnoiasanoe;  a  resolution  propoaing  the 
printing  of  an  extra  number  of  a  report  on  this 
subject,  by  Mr.  Feathetstonhaugh,  1163;  re- 
ferred to  Library  Committee. 

General  Post  OflBioe;  a  message  from  the  President,  en- 
closing a  document  from  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, 1138;  referred. 

Harbor  bill,  1991,  2059,  2146;  passed. 

Herod,  Wilfiam  from  Illinois,  appeared  and  took  his  seat, 
in  the  place  of  the  kte  Mr.  Kinnard,  1451. 

Indian  affairst  a  bill  to  regulaie  the  disposition  of  the 
proceeds  of  Issids  ceded  by  Indian  trifcfes,  1130$- 
pasaed. 
a  bin  making  appropriations  for  the  suppression 

Indian  hostilities^  1130;  passed, 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  eurrent  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  department,  ItSO;  passed. 
resolution  proposing  to  instruct  the  Conmiittee  on 
Indian  Affiiirs  to  iifquire  into  the  expediency  of 
appropriating  money  to  hold  treaties  and  pur- 
chase lands  from  the  Sao,  Fox,  Sioux,  and 
Wrmiebago  Indians,  1148;  agreed  to,  1150. 
bastiKties;  a  bill  for  additional  appropriations^.*'''^ 
3075t  passed. 

Indian  appropriation  bill  for  the  year  1837,  1515, 1535; 
passed,  1554. 

Infvesli|^tion  reports  and  reeohitlons  in  refaition  to  the  de- 
posite banks,  3076;ordered  to  be  printed,  2093. 

Jones,  lehn  PacH;  resolotion  requesting  the  President  to 
prosecute  with  effect  the  claim  of  the  United 
Slates  against  Denmark,  for  the  vslue  of  prizes 
made  by  Jonea  in  1779, 1754;  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Journals,  on  keeping  of;  a  resolution  offered  on  the  sub- 
ject, 1398. 

Judicial  systemi  a  bill  supplemental  to  an  act  to  amend 
the  same,  3147. 

Kern  and  George;  their  memorial,  as  clerks,  for  a  settle- 
anent,  1567,  1572,  laid  mi  the  table,  1573. 

Kilboum,  David,  abiU  for  the  relief  of,  1571;  passed, 
1573. 

Kinnard,  George  L.,  late  a  meinber  from  Indiana;  his 
death  announced  by  his  colleague,  Mr.  Davis, 
snd  the  usual  mourning  ordered,  1047. 

Knox,  Andrew;  a  bill  for  his  reUef,  1555;  read  a  third 
time  and  passed,  1556. 

Land  bounty;  a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  a  bountvfbr  disbanded  of- 
ncers,  1175;  laid  on  the  table. 

Lands,  public;  a  resolution  directing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
prohibiting  by  law  the  purchase  of  land  at  auc- 
tion, with  a  view  to  forfeit  them,  and  then  ob- 
tain them  at  Government  price,  1304;  agreed 
to,  1205, 
a  resolution  for  appointing  a  select  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  the 
several  Slates  their  just  portion  of  the  public 
lands,  1243. 
a  bill  to  prohibit  the  sales  of  public  lands  except 
to  actual  settlers  in  limited  quantities,  2091 ;  laid 
on  the  table. 
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Letcher,  R.  P.»  and  T.  P.  Moore,  r  bill  for  the  rsliefor, 

re«(}  the  third  time  »nd  pawed,  1396. 
Light-boaU;  resolution  on  the  expediency  of  placing 

them  on  sundry  placei,  1358$  a^^reed  to. 
Light-houses^  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  light- 

housei^  &c.,  2 149; 'passed. 
Louisiana  Isnd  oflice;  a  bill  to  establish  it,  1516;  passed. 
Madison  papers;  a  message  from  (he  President  of  the 
United  States,  calling  the  attention  of  Congress 
to  their  purchase  and  publication,  1047'«  refer- 
red to  the  Library  Committee. 
Marine  hospitals,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of 

suitable  sites  for,  1909$  passed. 
Members,  listoF,  1043. 

Mexico;  a  report  and  resolutions  in  relation  to  affairs  be- 
twlwn  that   country  and  the   United   States, 
1913. 
Michigan  $  message  from  the  President,  on  iu  readiness  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union,  1164. 
a  bill  for  admitting  Michigan  into  the  Union,  1313, 
1414,  1434,  1479;  passed. 
Mileage  and  pay  of  members,  a  resolution  respecting, 
.  1416,  1451;  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  1453; 
further  discussed,  1501. 
Mint;  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  establishing  a  mint,  and  reg- 
ulating the  coins  of  the  United  States,  1144; 
passed,  1434. 
Military  tactics;  two  resolutions— one  in  relation  to  im- 
proved firearms,  and  the  other  relating  to  new 
systems  of  exercise  for  the  militia,  1311. 
Missouri  (Washington  county)  Turnpike  Company  $  a 

bill  to  authorize  said  road,  1500;  passed. 
National  currency;  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  on 
this  subject,  1178;  referred,  1204. 
Navy;  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service 
for  1837, 1130, 1563, 1769, 1883,  2098;  passed, 
a  bill  to  enlist  boys  into  the  navy,  1510;  passed, 
3093. 
New  York 'post  office;  a  resolution  proposing  that  the 
Post  Office  Committee  inquire  into  the  necessi- 
ty of  the  erection  of  a  fire-proof  building,  1173$ 
agreed  to. 
Order,   points  of.    1156,1312,1314,1316,1317,1318, 
1319,  1320,  1340,   1345,   1349,   1350,   1351, 
1352,  1383,  1398,   1411,    1425,    1426,   1427, 
1430,  1431,  1432,    1433,    1434^    1479,    1503, 
1504,  1509,  1514,    1515,    1516,    1556,    1585, 
1586,  1587,  1588,    1594,    1631,   1666,    1667, 
1668,  1669,  1670,   1672,   1708,   1739,   1740, 
1745,  1761,  1765,    1766,   1767,    1768,    1783, 
1785,  1797,  1815,   1816,   1817,    1827,    1829, 
1832,  1833,  1834,   1835,    1838,   1839,    1840, 
1843,  1866,  1867,    1869,   1871,    1878,   1880, 
1881,  1882,  1915,   1967,    1984,  2058,   2078, 
2079,  2080,  2089,  2094,  3096,   2098. 
Pay  and^ileage;  a  bill  to  establish  a  more  uniform  rule 

of  computation,  1413;  passed,  1414. 
Pensioners,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners^  1 130. 
Pension  system;  a'resulution  instructing  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  3d  section  of  the  act 
granting  half  pay  to  widows  and  orphans,  1173. 
Post  Office  building,  a  resolution  respecting  the  insu- 
rance of,  1415;  agreed  to. 
bills;  a  proposition  to  take  them  up  on  a  certain 
day,  1943;  negatived. 
President's  annual  message  received,  (see  Appendix.) 

do.  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees,  1053. 
do.  message  in  relation  to  Texas,  1 137. 
Presidential  election;  a  message  from  the  Senate,  con- 
curring in  the  mode  for  counting  out  the  votes, 
&c.,  1582. 


Pfesidentiat  eleetiimi  votes  for  the  Pfewdent  aad  Vice 

President  counted,  1656. 
Pfoperty  lost  in  auKtary  serv'ioe<  several  bills  of  this  na- 
ture were  taken  up  and  considered,  1109$  pass- 
ed, 1133. 
Pfolecttve  duties,  (see  Coal,) 
Protection  to  commerceta  memorial  from  the  merchants 

of  Boston,  1398$  refierred. 
Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  United  8tates$  a  no- 
tion to  print  5,000  copies  of  the  document  re- 
ferred to;  -motion  rejected,  1163. 
Reprinting  documents;  a  resolution  proposing  to  reprint 
sundry  documents  in  relation  to  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  Treasury  Department,  1394$  agreed 
to  in  part,  1295. 
Right  of  petition;  a  resolution  declaring  slaves  do  not 

possess  the  right,  1708$  agreed  to,  1733. 
Rules  s  an  alterstion  proposed,  1044. 
Seamen$  resolution  proposing  to  instruct  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  all  laws  protecting  seamen,   1165; 
modified  and  agreed  to,  1170. 
Silk$  a  report  on  the  expediency  of  promoting  the  man- 
ufacture of  this  article,  1943. 
Speaker;  vote  of  thanks  by  the  House,  2148;  his  address 

to  the  House,  2157. 
Standing  committees  appointed,  1048. 
Steamboat  navigations  a  committee  appointed  to  examine 

into  its  condition,  1113. 
Surplus  revenue  $  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  North  Car- 
olina on  the  subject,  1132. 
a  bill  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  Gov- 
ernment, 1347. 
Suspension  of  ruless  a  motion  for  this  purpose;  debste 

on,  3094. 
Tariff;  resohition  proposed  to  instruct  the  Committee  on 
Agriculture  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
abolishing  the  duty  on  foreign  grain,  &c.,  1150; 
laid  on  the  table,  1161,  1504. 
Tennessee  land  hi  11$  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  authorize 
the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  in  cei^ 
tain  cases,  1123. 
Texas;  a  messsge  from  the  President,  in  relation  to  thst 
country,  1137;  an  extra  number  of  it  ordered 
to  be  printed, 
petition  praying  for  a  recognition  of  its  independ- 
ence, 1754. 
resolution  of  a  recognition  of  its  independence, 

1880. 
appropriation  for  a  diplomatic  agent,  3060;  con- 
curred in,  3066. 
Translators  to  the  House;  a  resolution  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Claims,  1434;  rejected. 
Virginia  bounty  lands;  a  proposition  for  allowing  an  ad- 
ditional quantity,  3066;  agreed  to. 
Wain,  Robert,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  1573. 
West  Point  Academy;  a  committee  proposed  to  investi- 
gate its  affairs,  1119. 
a  bill  to  provide  for  its  support,  2072$  passed. 
Western  hospitals;  resolution  appointing  a  committee  on 
establishing  commercial  hospitals  on  the  West- 
ern waters,  1120. 
Western  Indians$  a  bill  for  the  protection  of  emigrant 

and  other  Indians,  1516. 
White,  Colonel  Anthony  W.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

representatives  of,  1109. 
Whitman,  John;  a  report  on  his  clsim,  1306. 
Whitney,  R.  M.,  resolution  stating  his  refusal  to  attend 
the  committee  of  investigation,  and  requesting 
such  order  to  be  taken  thereon  as  the  dignity 
of  the  House  requires,  1686;  sgreed  to,  1707; 
R.  M.  W.  appears,  under  the  arrest  of  the  Ser< 
geant-at.arm«s  1735,  1760. 


INBBX  TO  SFBAXJBES^  NAMBd  IN  THE  HOUSE  OP  EEPBESENTATIVE^.  ^ 


IX 


Wimtoa,  Colonel  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  rep- 
resentatives of,  1305. 
Yeas  and  nays,  on  aresolutton  instructing^  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  bill  to  amend 
the  13  th  section  of  the  act  of  last  session,  to 
regulate  the  deposites  of  public  money,  by  re- 
leasing the  States  from  a  repsyment  of  the 
ssme,  1053. 

abolition,  1156. 

ratolution  in  relation  to  granting  land  bounties  to 
disbanded  officers,  1177. 

memorial  touching  national  currency,  1303. 

distribution  of  public  lands,  1368. 

bill  for  raltel  of  R.  P.  Leteber  and  T.  P.  Moore, 
1396. 

bill  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the 
Government,  1383* 


Ycif  and  nays,  on  the  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a 

committee  to  look  into  the  management  of  the 

executive  administration,  1410. 
the  admission  of  Michigan,  1479,  1500. 
the  Representstive  of  Michigan  taking  his  seat, 

1508. 
proposition  to  censure  Mr.  AdamI,  1671, 1683, 

1684. 
right  of  petition,  1733. 
case  of  E.  M.  Whitney,  1764,  1766, 1767,  178^ 

1787,  1789,  1790,  1793,  1817,  1851,  1869, 

1878,  1879. 
distribution  question,  1963, 1987, 1988, 1990. 
the  currency  bill,  3089,  3090. 
the  bill  prohibiting  the  sale  of  pubfio.land  except 

to  actual  settlers,  3091. 
fortification  bill>  3096,  3145. 
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Adams,  Mr.,  Massachusetts,  on  the  President's  message, 
1068,  1071, 1079,  1080. 

on  protective  duties,  1113, 1114. 

tl«  mint  bill,  1144, 1146, 1171. 

memorials  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  from  Penn- 

-  sylvania,  1156,  1157, 1314, 1316,  1317,  1318, 
1319,  1330,  1397,  1411,  1434.  1435,  1436, 
1439,  1431,  1433,  1433,  1513,  1514^  1586, 
1587, 1594. 

pro#ction  of  seamen,  1166. 

reprinting;  documents^  1394. 

inqiured  if  any  member  was  charged  with  a  peti* 
tion  from  the  authors  of  Great  Britain  to  Con- 
gressf  he  had  been  applied  to  on  the  subject, 
but  would  wait  a  week  or  two^  to  see  if  no  more 
direct  application  will  be  made,  1313. 

surplus  revenue,  1351, 1385. 

imprisonment  for  debt,  1386. 

keeping  the  journals,  1398. 

mileage  of  members,  1417. 

bill  for  relief  of  Andrew  Knox,  1555. 

navy  appropriation  bill,  1565. 

a  proposed  reaolution  of  censure  of  him,  1610, 
1665, 1671,  1673,  1673. 

the  case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1706,  1707. 

right  of  petition,  1733. 

report  on  the  expediency  of  promoting  the  cul- 
ture and  manufacture  of  silk,  1933. 

an  appropriation  for  a  diplomatic  agent  to  Texas, 
3060,  3131. 

fortification  bill,  3151. 
Allan,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  public  lands,  1343, 1310, 
1383. 

recognition  of  Texas,  1881. 

distribution  question,  1963. 

appropriation  for  diplomatic  agent  to  Texas,  3063. 
▲Iford,  Mr.,  Georgia,  on  Indian  appropriation  bill,  1560. 

abolition,  1588. 

proposed  vote  of  censure  on  Mr.  Adams,  1617. 

the  case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1815. 

army  appropriation  bill,  1919. 
Anthony,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  abolition,  1157.    , 

the  UrifT,  1158. 

Atchafalaya  railroad,  1433. 

pay  and  mileage  of  members,  1504. 

censure  of  Mr.  Adams,  1668,  1669. 

right  of  petition,  1715. 
Vox..  XIII.— 3 


Anthony,  Mr.,  Pa.,  on  case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1750, 1790. 

distribution  question,  1963. 

judicial  system,  3148. 
Ashley,  Mr.,  Missouri,  on  the  Cumberland  road,  1147. 

Indian  treaties,  1149. 

public  lands,  1350. 

Indian  appropriation  bill,  1516. 

right  of  petition,  1709. 
Beaumont,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania^  on  a  resolution  proposing 
^  definition  of  the  offence  of  a  contempt  of  the 
House,  1755. 
Bell,  Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  the  President's  message,  1054. 

bill  to  regulate  the  proceeds  of  lands  ceded  by 
Indians,  1130. 

Indian  treaties,  1148.  * 

printing  report  on  geological  reconndissance,  1164. 

surplus  revenue,  1351, 1384, 1385. 

public  lands,  1387. 

mileage  of  members,  1453. 

freedom  of  elections,  1455. 

enlisting  boys  into  the  navy,  1510. 

case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1748,  1771, 1773,  1773, 
1774,  1775,  1780,  1781,  1782,  1807,  1808, 
1810,  1811,  1814,  1817,  1834,  1849,  1855, 
1856,  1857,  1870,  1873, 1876. 

army  approprwtlon  bill,  1909,  1917,  1956. 

the  distribution  question,  1936, 1958,  1984. 

fortificaUon  bill,  3095,  3145,  3149,  3150. 

Indian  appropriation  bill,  3097. 

sale  of  Creek  reservations,  3155.  **'- 

Bond,  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  the  case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1799. 

West  Point  Academy  3075. 

naval  appropriation  bill,  3099. 

Cumberland  road  bill,  3076. 
Boon,  Mr.,  Indiana,  on  the  President's  message,  1073. 

protective  duties,  1118. 

printing  an  extra  number  of  President's  message 
in  relation  to  Texas,  1144. 
.  executive  departments^  1170. 

public  lands,  1305. 

abolition,  1319. 

pav  and  mileage  of  members,  1503. 

bill  for  relief  of  Andrew  Knox,  1556. 

on  the  memorial  of  Kern  and  George,  1569. 

case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1697,  1749, 1873,  1877. 

distribution  question,  1967. 

investigation  reports,  3085. 
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Bouldin.  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  the  fireside nt'siDcnagf,  1074. 

abolition,  1589. 

right  of  petition,  1716. 

case  ofR.  M.  Whitney,  1740.  * 

distribution  question,  1937.  ' 

currency  bill,  2086. 

harbor  bill,  2146. 
Boyd,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  tbe  Indian  appropriation  bill, 

1556. 
Bfiggp,  Mr.,  Massachusetts,  on  the  President's  message, 
1078. 

printing  an  extra  number  of  the  President's  mes- 
^      sage  in  relation  to  Texas,  1140. 

public  land^,  1246. 

surplus  revenue,  1385. 

censure  of  Mr.  Adam^,  1673. 

case  of  B.  M.  Whitney,  1688.  1760,  1762,  1834. 

general  appropriation  bill,  2099. 
Brown,   Mr.,  New  York,  on  the  pay  and  mileage  of 

members,  1504. 
Bunch,  Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  the  fortification  bill.  1958. 
By  num.  Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  abolition,  1327,  1396. 

a  proposed  vote  of  censure  on  Mr.  Adams,  1627. 

tbe  censure  of  Mr.  Adams,  1667. 

right  of  petition,  1716. 

general  appropriation  bill,  2027. 
Calhoon,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  surplus  revenue,  1382. 

the  pt^  and  mileage  of  members,  1503. 

Colonization  Society,  1585. 

censure  of  Mr.  Adams,  1639. 

case  of  tt.  M.  Whitney,  1737,  1747,  1748,  1766, 
1770,  1779,  1806,  1807,  1823,  1854. 

4)aval  appropriation  bill,  1907. 

fortification  bill,  2154. 
Cambreleng,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  the  President's  mes- 
sage, 1071. 

protective  duties,  1114,  1117. 

several  appropriation  bills  reported,  1130. 
^  mint  bill,  1144,  1171. 

amount  of  duty  on  salt,  &c.,  1162, 1163. 

protection  of  seamen,  1165,  1166,  1169. 

executive  departments,  1170. 

surplus  revenue,  1347,  1351,  1352.  1383,  1384. 

pay  and  mileage,  1413,  1503. 

Indian  appropriation  bill,  1514, 1515, 1550, 1556, 
2097. 

army  appropriation  bill,  1554,  1555,  1756,  1908, 
1917,  1919. 

naval  appropriation  bill,  1563,  1565,  1759,  1883, 
1884,  1894.  1895,  1897,  1905,  1908,  2098. 

the  memorial  of  Kern  and  George,  1568,  1572, 
1573. 

presidential  election,  1584. 

abolition,  1600,  1601. 

case  of  H.  M.  Whitney,  1744,  1823,  1824,  1829. 

affairs  with  Mexico,  1915.  1916. 

fortification  bill,  1920, 1926,  2150,  2151. 
'    distribution  question,  1927,  1942,  1984. 

general  appropriation   bill,   2027,   2057,   2058, 
2059,  2099,  2100. 

appropriation  for  a  diplomatic  agent  to  Texas, 
2064. 

currency  bill,  2086,  2089. 
Carr,  Mr.,  Indiana,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Andrew 

Knox,  1556. 
Carter,  Mr,  Tennessee,  on  President's  message,  1056. 

the  army  appropriation  bill,  1757. 

harbor  bill,  2005. 
Casey,  Mr.,  Illinois,  on  the  harbor  bill,  2005,  2010. 
Chambers,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  abolition,  1317, 1318, 1319. 

bill  for  relief  of  Andrew  Knox,  1555. 

navy  appropriation  bill,  1565. 

right  of  petition,  1708. 

case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1766,  1773. 


Chambers,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  protective  duties  1116. 

memorial  touching  national  currency,  1196. 

bill  for  relief  of  Andrew  Knox,  1555. 
Cbapin,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  the  case  of  B-  M.  Whitney, 
1752. 

harbor  bill,  1992. 

West  Point  Academy,  2076. 
Claiborne,  Mr.,  Mississippi,  on  public  lands,  1246. 

mileage  of  members,  1417,  1451, 1502. 

cue  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1689,  1761,  1768,  1829. 

army  appropriation  bill,  1757. 

fortification  bill,  1958. 

harbor  bill,  2010. 
Connor,  Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  Poet  OflBcc  building, 
1415,  1416. 

proposition  for  taking  up  bills  relative  to  the  Post 
Office  on  a  certain  day,  1943. 

general  appropriation  bill,  2059. 
Corwin,  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  surplus  revenue,  1353. 
Craig,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  printing  an  extra  Dumber  of 
President's  message  relating  to  Texas,  1143. 

granting  land  bounty  to  disbanded  officers,  1176. 

surplus  revenue,  1351,  1385. 

pay  and  mileage  of  members,  1503. 

the  case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1793. 
Crane,  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  Uie  harbor  bill,  2010,  2059. 
Crary,  Mr.,  Michigan,  on  presidential  election,  1584. 

the  distribution  question,  1933. 
Cushing,  Mr.,  Massachusetts,  on  protection  of  seamen, 
1168. 

on  the  quarantine  at  Elsineur,  1427. 

Indian  appropriation  bill,  1516,  1525. 

abolition,  1585,  1586. 

censure  of  Mr.  Adams,  1641. 

appropriation  for  a  diplomatic  agent  to  Texas, 
2060,  2100.  ^ 

Cushman,  Mr.,  N.  Hampshire,  on  surplus revflrue,  1375. 

investigation  reports,  2079. 
Davis,  Mr.,  Indiana,  on  protective  duties,  1117. 

on  Indian  treaties,  1149,  1150. 

abolition,  1157, 1586. 

public  lands,  1243. 
Dawson,  Mr.,  Georgia,  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill, 
1544. 

abolition,  1601. 

the  case  oi^R.  M.  Whitney,  1795,  1821,  1822. 

naval  appropriation  bill,  1886. 

harbor  bill,  2005. 
Denny,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  Presrdenl'siiiesa^i^ 
1072. 

protective  duties,  1117. 

memorial  touching  national  currency,  1195. 

army  appropriation  bill,  1956,  1957. 

tbe  diatribution  question,  1981 . 

harbor  bill,  2006. 
Dromgoole,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  amending  the  constitution, 
1510. 

a  proposed  vote  of  censure  on  Mr.  Adams,  1612. 

the  case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1819. 
Dunlap,   Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  the  distribution  surplus 
1051. 

Tennessee  land  bill,  1122. 

executive  departments,  1170,  1336, 1241. 

public  lands,  1205. 

army  appropriation  bill,  1758,  1917,  1954. 

navy  appropriation  bill,  1894,  1895,  1896,  1897. 

bill  for  erecting  marine  hospitals,  1911. 

fortification  bill,  1920. 

West  Point  Academy,  2075. 

harbor  bill,  2147. 

light-house  bill,  2149. 
Elmore,  Mr.,  South  Carolina,  on  a  proposed  vote  off 
censure  of  Mr.  Adams,  161%  1666, 1667, 1669, 
1670,  1671. 
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Elmore,  Mr.,  South  Carolmay  on  navy  appropriation  bill, 
1886. 
carrency  bill,  2089. 
Evanf,  Mr.,  Maine,  on  censure  of  Mr.  Adams,  1665, 
1666, 1667,  1668,  1670,  1671. 
the  general  appropriation  bill,  2058,  2059. 
Everett,  Mr.,  Vermont,  on  President's  message,  1080. 
memorial  touching  national  currency,  1202. 
bill  for  relief  of  the  representatives  of  William 

Anderson,  1300. 
the  Western  Indians,  1516. 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  1537,  1549,  1561. 
bill  to  prevent  the  reissuing  of  Bank  United 
SUtes  notes,  1897. 
Fairfield,  Mr.,  Maine,  on  the  case  of  R.  M.  Whitney, 
1768, 1770,  1872. 
on  the  general  appropriation  bill,  2139. 
Forester,  Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  the  army  appropriation 

bill,  1958. 
French,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  executive  administra^ 
Uon,  1346. 
censoring  Mr.  Adams,  1659. 
naval  appropriation  bill,  2097. 
harbor  bill,  2146. 
fortrficatton  bill,  2150. 
Fry,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  tariff,  1150. 
Galbraith,  M^-.,  Pennsylvania,  on  memorial  on  national 
currency,  1178. 
surplus  revenue,  1382. 
bill  for  preventing  the  reissuing  of  notes  of  Bank 

United  States,  1897. 
on  refusing  to  receive  notes  of  the  old  Bank 

United  States,  1944,  1946. 
the  currency  bill,  2089. 
Garland,  Mr.,  Virg4nia,  on  deposite  banks,  1177,  1212, 
1224^1225,1226. 
abuses  in  the  executive  departments,  1572. 
the  committee  of  investigation,  1578. 
case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1861,  1865,  1871. 
investigation  reports,  2076. 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  2097. 
Garlandy  Mr.,  Louisiana,    on    Indian   treaties,    1148, 
1149. 
deposite  banks,  1226. 
Atchafalaya  railroad,  1423. 
Louisiana  land  office,  1516. 
the  case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1852,  1865,  1871. 
distribution  question,  1927,  1930. 
general  appropriation  bill,  2058,  2141. 
judicial  system,  2148. 
Gholson,  Mr.,  Mississippi,  on  Indian  appropriation  bill, 

case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1699,  1740,  1748,  1774, 

1791,  1802,   1812,   1827,  1830,  1831,  1834w 

1835,  1843,  1849,  1869,  1878. 
harbor  bill,  2007. 
fortification  bill,  2155. 
Gillet,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  inquiry  ordered  respecting 

bounty  lands,  1051,  1080. 
esUblishing  Western  hospitals,  1121. 
mint  bill,  1147. 

amount  of  duty  on  salt,  &c.,  1162,  1163. 
protection  of  seamen,  1166. 
reprinting  docuntents,  1294. 
the  committee  of  investigation,  1578. 
case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1809. 
Glascock,  Mr.,  Georgia,  on  the  President's  message, 

1054,  1095. 
abolition,  1315,  1317,  1319,  1586,  1601. 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  1550. 
censure  of  Mr.  Adams,  1669,  1670. 
case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1705, 1793,  1794,  1832, 

1834,  1835. 
fortification  bill,  2154. 


Graham,   Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  the  ease  of  R.  M. 

Whitney,  1706. 
Granger,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  the  claim  of  John  Whit- 
man, 130?.  -^ 

abolition,  1591. 

censure  of  Mr.  Adams,  1672. 

right  of  petition,  1723. 

navy  appropriation  bill,  1760.  '    - 

West  Point  Academy,  2072t 

fortification  bill,  2150. 
Grantland,  Mr.,  Georgia,  on  abolition,  1588. 
Graves,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  freedom  of  elections, 
1516. 

g  proposed  vote  of  censure  on  Mr.  Adams,  1627. 

army  appropriation  bill,  1756,  1758,  1759,  1908. 

distribution  question^  1958. 

harbor  bill,  2009. 
Grayson,  Mr.,  South  Carolina,  on  the  navy  appropri- 
ation bill,  1906. 

harbor  bill,  2006. 
Grennell,  Mr.,  Massachusetts,  on  abolition,  1411. 

the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  1557,  1561. 

fortification  bill,  1926. 

general  appropriation  bill,  2100. 
Hannegan,  Mr.,  Indiana,  on  steamboat  accidents,  1119. 

deposite  banks,  1178. 

public  lands,  1268. 

executive  administration,  1269. 

pay  and  mileage,  1413,  1504.  * 

censure  of  Mr.  Adams,  1683,  1685. 

navy  appropriation  bill,  1907. 

bill  for  erecting  marine  hospitals,  1912. 

harbor  bill,  2006,  2147. 

general  appropriation  bill,  2058. 
Hall,  Mr.,  Maine,  on  the  public  lands,  1242. 

Canada  trade,  1512. 
Hamer,  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  executive  administration,  1274. 
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case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1776,  1786,  1803. 
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2061,  2127. 
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the  admission  of  Michigan,  1312,  1414,  1416. 

Washington  Turnpike  Company,  1500,  1501.     .- 

memorial  of  Kern  and  George,  1569. 

case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1689,  1748,  1764^  1765. 

army  appropriation  bill,  1950. 

appropriation  for  a  diplomatic  agent  to  Texas, 
2064. 

sale  of  Creek  reservations,  2155. 
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2064. 
Harper,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  protective  dutiesi  1115. 
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memorial  of  Kern  and  George,  1569. 
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public  lands,  1263. 

the  Washington  Turnpike  Company  bill,  1500. 
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Hawei^  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  Weft  Poini  Academjr,  1130. 
on  a  resolution  directing^  the  diflpoaal  of  resolu- 
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indication  bill,  3150. 
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(be  Indian  appropriation  bill,  1554. 
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1619. 
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the  mint  bill,  1145. 
public  lands,  1251. 
admission  of  Michigan,  1313. 
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George,  1569,  1573. 
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the  executive  administration,  1133. 
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reprinting  documents,  1295. 
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abolition,  1588,  1593. 
right  of  petition,  1708. 
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amount  of  duty  on  sale,  &c.,  1162. 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  1554. 
navy  appropriation  bill,  1896. 
Mann,   Mr.,  New  York,  on  the  President's  message, 
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Mercer,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  the  distribution  MJirimi^  1051, 

1052.  .-'^rr 
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army  appropriation  bill,  1918,  1957. 
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bill  for  erecting  marine  hospitals,  1911. 
army  appropriation  biH,  1954. 
harbor  bill,  2000,  2059. 
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fortification  bill,  1920,  1925,  1958. 
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the  distribution  question,  1988. 
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West  Point  Academy,  2075. 
currency  bill,  2085. 
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deposite  banks,  1214. 
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P«aroc|  Ifr,^  Varyland,  on  the  admiasioo  of  Michiffin, 

M494. 
Peyton,  llr.,  Tennetacf,  on  the  Preiident's  meMige, 
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sage respecting  Texas,  1140. 
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1320,  1427,  1432, 1588,  1602. 
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navy  appropriation  bill,  1883,  1884,  1885,  1886, 
1905. 
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memorial  of  Kern  and  George,  1569. 
navy  appropriation  bill,  1895,  1896,  1902,  1905. 
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general  appropriation  bill,  2143. 
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Atchafalaya  railroad,  1421. 
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Robertson,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  the  executive  administra- 
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1312. 
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1494. 
Representative  from  Michigan,  1504^  1508. 
presidential  election,  1582,  1584. 
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army  appropriation  bill,  1908. 
general  appropriation  bill,  2121. 
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